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March 21, 1995 
19 Adar II 5755 

From: Rabbi Alexander M.Schindler 

TO: Rabbi Gary Bretton Granatoor 

cc; Rabbi Eric H. Yoffie 

I am pleased that your schedule permits you to attend the 
April 3 meeting with the National Council of Catholic 
Bishops. Please do attend in behalf of the Union and keep 
Eric and me posted on the discussion. 

May I ask that you convey my regrets to Gene Fisher or 
Father Loughran when you call to let them know you are 
attending in behalf of the Union. 

Many thanks. 



I 

March 1, 1995 

Dear Rabhi Schindler: 

I am writing to you and the other heads of the six former constituent agencies of 
the now defunct Synagogue Council of America. I wish to let you know that my Catholic 
colleagues and I have kept the date of April 3rd on our calendar for the previously 
scheduled meeting which would take place from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM in the New York 
Catholic Center at 1011 First Avenue, New York, NY 10022. 

Through a variety of ways there has been expression of interest in maintaining 
ongoing relations with the National Council of Catholic Bishops on a formal level. If this 
be correct, it is certainly encouraging. However, while I can host the aforementioned 
meeting and could suggest some generally acceptable topics, there does not exist an 
established mechanism for determining an official agreed agenda or how the meeting 
itself would be conducted. 

It seems to me that some of these decisions can only be settled among yourselves. 
For our part, we will strive to respond supportively and cooperatively to what may 
emerge from your own deliberations and decisions. 

I will be grateful if you let Gene Fisher or Father Jim Loughran know as soon as 
convenient whether you wili be sending represencatives to a meeting on April 31i:;. I[ 
more time is needed on your own part, and those who have been participating in the 
dialogue, to work out what you need to work out, this is certainly understandable. We 
will respect your needs and work to set another date, if this be mutually appropriate. 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 

Faithfully, 

C\ /) ,.,,,J;...J, :7J I.Yi--
·~ '-

Arc~bishop of New York 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021-7064 



Date: 

From: 

To: 

I MEMORANDUM I 

November 25, 199? 

Rabbi Eric Yoffie 8!(J· 

Mel Merians. 
Syme 

Rabbi A:~xaper Schindler, Rabbi 

I spoke to Jerry Davidson Today: 

Daniel 

Neither the Conservative nor the Orthodox congregational body is 
prepared to make a substantial dues commitment to the Synagogue 
Council. < - ~ 

~ 
Therefore. none of the congregational bodies will be asked for 
money. Small groups of rabbis from each movement who have been 
active in the SCA have volunteered to raise the $36,000. For our 
movement, Jerry Davidson, Mark Weiner, Leonard Poller, Larry Kotek 
and perhaps one or two others have volunteered. 

I made it clear that the UAHC will not pay any dues to the SCA 
until our loan is repaid. Jerry understands that. His hope is that 
sufficient money will be raised this year to repay all outstanding 
loans. 

I just do ·not know if they can raise the money they need this year. 
However, since we are not being asked for anything, I see no need 
for any action on our part at this time. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
83B F1FTH AVENUE. NEW YORK. N.Y. 10021 (2121249-0100 
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016-6801 

Office of the Executive Vice President s 
Rabbi Jerome K. Davidson 
5 Old Hill Road 
Great Neck, NY 11023 

Dea~ Jerry: 

(212) 684-4990 FAX (212) 689-1649 

August 26, 1992 

The presidents and executive vice presidents of the CCAR, the RCA and the RA 
met at length on 25 August and, inter alia discussed what we have heard of plans 
to reconstitute the Synagogue Council, possibly eliminating the Orthodox if they 
do not match the others in financial responsibility, and thereby freeing the ·Reform 
and Conservative, to be then joined by the Reconstnictionists, from the "veto" and 
other alleged obstructior.ism. 

The six of us view such plans with disapproval and dismay. We have a very 
precious, unique relationship which is productive of much good, and there are more 
civil ways of resolving the problems. 

We call upon you, as President of SCA, to convene a full meeting of the Execu
tive Committee, including all committee chairs, for a full day discussion of the SCA, 
its goals and purposes, setting forth its _limits, defining terms such as · "religious" 
(in re interreligious activities) and discussing once again the procedures clearly 
laid out in the Constitution and the by-laws and related documents, with a commitment 
to observing them. 

Please do all this with the assumption that the presently constituted SCA is here 
to stay. Statements that, "without the Orthodox, we represent 90% of American Jewry" 
are not in keeping with o~r commitment to klal Yisrael _and could lead to the NCCC 
saying, "And 2:,; of the American population!" We don: t need the numbers game. 

We wish you well in your Herculean task. 

JBG:sk 
cc: Rabbis Binyamin Walfish, Moshe Gorelik, Gerald 

Alexander Schindle'f, Je-ro)Jle Epstein, Pinchas 

OFflCERS: 

Rabbi Wal"8r Jacob, Pre&ident 
PillSburgh, PA 

Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman, Vice President 
Dallas, TX 

Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser, EJ09Q.IM V1011 President 
New YDl1<, NY 

Rabbi P- S. Knobel, Trasinr 
Evans!Dn, IL 

Rabbi Ric:ha-d N. Lwy, Recording $eaeary 
L01< Angeles, CA 

Rabbi Deborah A. Hirsdl, Financial 5eawia,y 
New YDl1<, NY • 

Joel Meyers, Walter Jacob, 

Rabbi Elliol L Slwen5, Adminislralive Sec:r9taly 
New YDl1<, NY 

Rabbi Sidney L Reg,.,, ~ Va Prnident EmMUa 
New YDl1<, NY 

Rabbi Jacob R. Marcus, Honorary President 
Cincimali,OH 
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212 570 0895 Rabbi Schindler Paye 
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

me,-1 ;1andum 
to: 

from: 

subjecc. 

date: 

Rab i Jerome K. Davidson, Rabbi Henry D. Michelman, R&bbi David 

Linl'.o!n, Rabbi Haskel Lookstein, Rab i Alex Schindler, Rabbi Joseph B. 

Gia er, Rabbi Joel H. Meyers, Rabbi Jerome Epstc=in, Rabi i Binyamin 

alfish and Ra bi Bertram Leff 

Myr n Porn rantz 

Gunther Lawrence 

August 20, ) 992 

Since you received a copy of a letter from G nther Lawrence dated 

Aug st 17 and addressed to Rabhi David. on. I hink it ou ld be helpful to 

add a few comments. 

1. At no time in our conversation did I use the word ''Supplier" nor did 

I compare his position to that of a supplier. In discussing the financial 

difficulties of the Synagogue Council and our inability to meet out 

severance payment schedule to him, I merely illustrated our 
predi arnent by mentioning that we had other unpaid obUgations. 

2. We are not ignoring Gunther's plight. We am trying to husband our 

meager resources unt il the early fall when our new fuod raising 

campaign will tart. 

3. Our goal in this new fiscal year is to raise enough funds so that the 

Synagogue Council can meaningfully survive and still pa off its entire 

debt. 

4. I feel impelled to add that ~ substantial part of our financial 

pr blem can be traced to a failure on Gunther's part to meet his 

responsibilities to the Synagogue C uncil of America in his position as 

our Director of Development. Despite his apparent conflict of interest 

in helping to promote a new organizati n that parallels n,uch of our 
work, we decilkd to offer him a severance package. 

I hope that this information will help clarify for you the SCA's position 

with reference to Gunther Lawrence. 

327 LEXINGTO N AVENUE .. NEW '!'OA K, N.Y. 10018 • Tele pho ne ; (212 ) 888°8870 

1 



FROM: 

TO: 

COPY: 

Edith J . Miller 

Fred Cohen 

MEMORANDUM 

May 11, 1992 

We agreed to take a table of ten at the recent Synagogue Council 

of America Dinner at the cost of $100 per person. Enclosed 

herewith is a bill made out to Gary Bretton-Granatoor for this 

table in the sum of $1000. Please draw a check and proceed to 

make payment of this invoice in the envelope enclosed. 

Many thanks. 
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
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PA TRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

838 FIFTH AVENUE . NEW YORK. N.Y. 10021 (212 ) 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC 

DEPARTMENT OF INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 
Rabbi Gary M . Bretton-Granatoor, Director 

Mr. Edgar Bronfman 
Chairman of IJCIC 
World Jewish Congress 
501 Madison A venue 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Edgar: 

April 23, 1992 

We hope this letter finds you well. We are writing to you in your capacity as Chairman 
of IJCIC. We have heard of late, that there is considerable interest in raising the issue 
of the holdings of the Vatican Library, during the ILC meeting in Baltimore. We 
understand that copies of articles by Manfred Lehmann have been circulated to many of 
the participants as background for a possible discussion on this issue. 

The Union of American Hebrew Congregations, as part of the Synagogue Council 
delegation to the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations, strongly 
requests that this issue not be raised in any manner or form, until such time as an 
appropriate scholarly committee be appointed to investigate this issue. We believe that 
it would be to the detriment of Catholic/Jewish relations, and most importantly, to the 
Jewish community, if this issue be raised before there is unanimity of opinion among 
Jewish leaders. 

We look forward to a successful meeting m Baltimore, under your able Chairmanship. 

Rabbi ~°2' Bretton-Granatoor 

Copy: Rabbi Mark Winer 
Rabbi Henry Michaelman 
Dr. Leon Feldman 
Rabbi Fabian Schoenfeld 
Rabbi James Rudin 
Rabbi Mordecai Waxman 
Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum 

Sincerely, 

/ 
,,,---, 

(~A:!.~~ 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Stanley Davids 
Rabbi Jack Bemporad 
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OPERATING BYLAWs \ 

I. • Functions 

The International J~ish ColJ'Dllittee on Interreljgious Consultation~ (IJCIC) shall sc~e as ~n instrument of its constituent agencies to m:1intnin .ind develop relations with the. World Coun_cil of Churches, the Rornnn C.ithol ic Omrch, the Orthodox Ol.Urch nnd other intematiom1l ccntrol •religious bodi~~. 
II. Composition 

. JJCIC shall be composed of the American Jewish Conmittce the n•ndi B'rith Anti-Defrunation League, The Jewish Council on Interfaith of the ·convnittcc in Israel, the Synagogue CoWlcil of .America and the World Jewish Congress. 
III. The Chair 

a) The chairperson of IJCIC shall be named in rotation by each of the constitucnt_.ig:ncies at1d shall.serve for a t:wo year period. Any organi:a~ion wl:ose turn 1t 1s to .name a chairperson and prefers · not to do .. so will be placed at the head of the list for the next rotation. • 
• • • ♦ • 

• b) The organization naming a chairperson ·shall consult with the other constituent agencies before an official designation is made. •· 
. . • c) The chairperson will preside at all me~tings of the IJCIC bo3rd and will 5crvc as -Jewish co-chairperson at the joint consultations with other religious bodies. 

IV. Structure 

a) There ·shall be a Governing Board to w.hi,c:h eac:h constituent agency ma)· name up to three membeTs. However, each agency: shall have only one vote on the Governing Board. 
. .. . . . b) The Governing Boa-rd shall serve as the policy-making body of IJCIC and shall be responsible for all policy decisions made in the name of lJCIC. 

c) There shall be an Executive Conanittee, to which each constituent agency will desisnate one person, which shall, be autho~ized, in the event of special emergent.'")' situations when the Oaverning- Board cannot be readily convened. to act on behalf of IJCIC. Actions of the· Executive Conanittee shall be ratified at a subsequent meeting of the Governing Board. • 

d) TI1crc sh:111 be two pcnn:inent Secretariats of fJCTC, one in the Uni tcJ Statc5 ~taffed by the Synagogue Council of America, and the. other in Europe,· !;t.1ffcd hy tho World Jewish Congress. 

e) The Secretariat of IJCJC shall be responsible for implementing dcci~ions both nt the internal mect.ings of IJCIC and by the joint consult:1_tions with other intcn1atjonal central religiou~ bodies. It 5hall also conmunic:ite to the m~hcr orJ?aniz:1tions dcvclop:ncnts within the general field of Olristinn-Jcwi~h relntions on the.' in1::-rn:iti0n::"1J ~("C"I'!" ;-ir.d nf ~in1:1tic,.,,c:. •.-:1: ;('"~ r.•1•hr ,,,.,.,1 '-!n(' ,...!iv :fr•~ •p -~·h, ... ~ 
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V. C.Ommunications 

Communjcations from JJCIC are to be sent on the letterhead of JJCIC 
and not on that o~ any constituent agency. Wherever possible communicntion~ 
should bear the Slgnature of the IJCIC chairperson. • 

VJ. Tntcrnnti ona .1 Consul tat-ion!; and Conferences 

.. a) J\tt~ndnn~c at conferences and consulta~_io11s with central intcrnntional 
rcll~Jous hod1cs w1ll b7 shared by the-constituent organizationswiti1 each n:uning 
one or more representatives. ' 

b) So long as the Union of American Hebrew Congregat·ion~ conducts inter-
. religious programs with full timo and permanent staff it shall n:imo a dclegntc 
to conferences and consultations referred to above and shall be identified as UAHC 
part of the Synagogue Council delegationJin all public references made by IJ.CIC 
to such moetings. . • . . . . 

c) The designation-of attendees to international conference~ and 
consultations_. other than organizational designees snall be made 1;,y the 
Governing Board. • 

VII. Budget 

a) The annual budget will be prepared by the Secretariat pnd .approvcd 
by the Executive .Board. • 

b) Each constituent agency of IJCIC shall bear whatever expenses it incm·s 
in connoctjon with the nonnal administration of IJCIC and shall be responsible 
for the expenses of thc_ir own representatives to atJ meetings of IJCTC. 

c) Constituent agencies ~lshare equally in all corranon cxp~nscs, such 
as travel costs and honorariums for speakers and..~ecialist:s, translntions and 
clerical services at international conferences:-··· • • 

d) ·· The expenses of the chairperson of IJCIC.w~ll be assumed by the agency 
who designates that person. • 

VIII. Meeting Ti.mes 

a) 1bc Governing Board shall meet regularly but no less than four times 
per year. 

b) • From time to time, as detennined by ·the Governing Board, spcc!nl nicctin~$ 
· sh:1] 1 be C3lled for the purpose of :issessing achievements and pro~re$~ 1n th~ an'a 
of intcrn:.itiomil relntions with other Teligious bodies as well :is to consitlc-r 
directions for the near future. 

IX. Ofriciul Stntcmcnt.s nm.J AL~tjons 

a) Official st~temcnt~ on the p..~rt of TJCIC outlining positions on spc~ific _ 
js~ucs should be m~dc only by the chairperson on bchlf of the entire mcmh1.'r~h1p. 
·J11c ch:tirpcrson's ~t~tcmcnt. should be first discussed and n~rccd upon hy the 
r.~_1vrrnin,· !~'):trd nr thr- f_\C-C:!?t!vc f.c-~:iittcc. 
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b) In the event there is no agreement on a statement to be i5su~d the 

Governing Board shail, if possible, refrain frOill issuing an)' statement nt all. 

Should it be necessary to issue a statement, such a statement should indic~to 

both the majority and minority opinion. . ' . 

c) No st~tcmcnt shall be made;nor action taken, by. TJCIC if ony 

constituent ngcncy expresses disagreement on the grounds of religious opinion. 

X. Bylaw Changes 

Changes in the bylaws of IJCIC may be initiated ~t the request otany 

of "its constituent agencies, made in writing, at least 60 days before a 

meeting ot the C,ovcrning Board of IJCIC and submitted by the initiating .organ.iza

tion to the other constituent groups. Such requests shall then be considered 

by the Governing Board and will req~ire a majority vote 6£ JJCIC membership for 

passage. 

. .-.-. 
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March 31, 1992 

TO: TO UAHC TEMPLE PRESIDENTS AND ADMINISTRATORS 

In response to studies showing that as many as 1,000,000 eligible Jewish 
voters do not go to the polls, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
along with other constituent agencies of the Synagogue Council of America, is 
recommending that you lead your congregation in a serious and critical Voter 
Registration drive. Our goal is to insure that all congregational members and 
their children who are eligible to vote are registered in accordance with the 
regulations in your state. 

We are enclosing for each of you, copies of a very carefully researched and 
informative "Get Out the Vote" Manual which will provide you and a Voter 
Registration committee, which we encourage you to recruit, with a step by step 
guide on conducting a successful campaign in your congregation. This manual 
is an update of the 1988 version prepared by our Religious Action Center of 
Reform Judaism (RAC) and distributed by the Synagogue Council of America. We 
are also sharing a sample Membership enclosure which you can send to your 
members to motivate them to register and vote. Reading today's newspapers 
should convince you how important it is for everv single Jew to vote in this 
watershed election year. 

Generations of American Jews preceeding us were active participants in the 
voting process. Unfortunately, within recent years, many of our people have 
shirked their constitutional right and responsibility. The Jewish community 
has become as apathetic as the general American population where about 50% of 
eligible voters are registered and an even smaller percentage actually vote. 
Mobility, the migration of Jews to new locations, the departure of college 
students and young people from their home communities to college towns or 
temporary homes, apathy, and a loss of faith in the political system have 
taken their toll. We must change the picture now! 

Our goal is to increase the number of Jews registered and voting to ensure 
that the Jewish voice will be heard in the halls of government. This is 
essential if we are to protect our interests here and abroad. Of course, our 
Manual is non-partisan in keeping with our tax exempt status. Your own 
efforts must also be non-partisan. An analysis of the impact of changing tax 
rules and church-state law on your activity in the 1992 elections and broader 
congregational concerns will be forwarded to you from the RAC. 

Please contact the Religious Action Center and/or your Regional Director for 
any information and assistance you may require. In addition, the Synagogue 
Council has provided a toll free "Action Hotline" number, 1-800- 927-7469. 

Together, we can and must make a difference. 



MEMORANDUM 

FAX-2 pages 

March 30, 1992 

From: Edie Miller 

To: Irving Silverman 

A copy of the Schindler memo to Presidents and 
Administrators of UAHC congregation follows. It will be 
sent to Mr. Holzer as soon as it is reproduced. 

Best wishes. 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

VIA FAX ... 2 PAGES 

March 27, 1992 

To: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

SCA drafted letter on voter registration, Davids edited and 
I then re-edited ... here's the final version for your 
approval. 

SCA has someone doing mailing, we are sending labels and 
letters .. easier to get on one page as memo and to send to 
Rabbis and Presidents ... would need two different letters as 
the SCA drafted. Have told RAC to be sure Canadian labels 
are removed before they go to mailing house. 

Please let me know if OK. 

By the by, Bob Adler called ... Debbie Kaplan will call to 
set appointment with you ... shouldn't she call the president 
of ARZA? Do you want to meet and do you want anyone else at 
session? 

Piano tuner called. 
Quiet at apartment. 

Shabbat Shalom. 





March 27, 1992 

TO: TO UAHC TEMPLE PRESIDENTS AND RABBIS 

In response to studies showing that as many as 1,000,000 eligible 
Jewish voters do not go to the polls, the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations, along with other constituent agencies of 
the Synagogue Council of America, is recommending that you lead 
your congregation in a serious and critical Voter Registration 
drive. Our goal is to insure that all congregational members and 
their children who are eligible to vote are registered in 
accordance with the regulations in your state. 

We are enclosing for each of you, copies of a very carefully 
researched and informative "Get Out the Vote" Manual which will 
provide you and a Voter Registration committee, which we en
courage you to recruit, with a step by step guide on conducting a 
successful campaign in your congregation. This manual is an 
update of the 1988 version prepared by our Religious Action 
Center of Reform Judaism (RAC) and distributed by the Synagogue 
Council of America. We are also sharing a sample Membership 
enclosure which you can send to your members to motivate them to 
register and vote. Reading today's newspapers should convince 
you how important it is for every single Jew to vote in this 
watershed election year. 

Generations of American Jews preceeding us were active partic
ipants in the voting process. Unfortunately, within recent 
years, many of our people have shirked their constitutional right 
and responsibility. The Jewish community has become as apathetic 
as the general American population where about 50% of eligible 
voters are registered and an even smaller percentage actually 
vote. Mobility, the migration of Jews to new locations, the 
departure of college students and young people from their home 
communities to college towns or temporary homes, apathy, and a 
loss of faith in the political system have taken their toll. We 
must change the picture now! 

Our goal is to increase the number of Jews registered and voting 
to ensure that the Jewish voice will be heard in the halls of 
government. This is essential if we are to protect our interests 
here and abroad. Of course, our Manual is non-partisan in keep
ing with our tax exempt status. Your own efforts must also be 
non-partisan. An analysis of the impact of changing tax rules 
and church-state law on your activity in the 1992 elections and 
broader congregational concerns will be forwarded to you from the 
RAC. 

Please contact the Religious Action Center and/or your Regional 
Director for any information and assistance you may require. In 
addition, the Synagogue Council has provided a toll free "Action 
Hotline" number, 1-800-927-7469. 

Together, we can and must make a difference. 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

March 27, 1992 

TO: TO UAHC TEMPLE PRESIDENTS AND RABBIS 

In response to studies showing that as many as 1,000,000 eligible Jewish 
voters do not go to the polls, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
along with other constituent agencies of the Synagogue Council of America, is 
recommending that you lead your congregation in a serious and critical Voter 
Registration drive. Our goal is to insure that all congregational members and 
their children who are eligible to vote are registered in accordance with the 
regulations in your state. 

We are enclosing for each of you, copies of a very carefully researched and 
informative "Get Out the Vote" Manual which will provide you and a Voter 
Registration committee, which we encourage you to recruit, with a step by step 
guide on conducting a successful campaign in your congregation. This manual 
is an update of the 1988 version prepared by our Religious Action Center of 
Reform Judaism (RAC) and distributed by the Synagogue Council of America. We 
are also sharing a sample Membership enclosure which you can send to your 
members to motivate them to register and vote. Reading today's newspapers 
should convince you how important it is for every single Jew to vote in this 
watershed election year. 

Generations of American Jews preceeding us were active participants in the 
voting process. Unfortunately, within recent years, many of our people have 
shirked their constitutional right and responsibility. The Jewish community 
has become as apathetic as the general American population where about 50% of 
eligible voters are registered and an even smaller percentage actually vote. 
Mobility, the migration of Jews to new locations, the departure of college 
students and young people from their home communities to college towns or 
temporary homes, apathy, and a loss of faith in the political system have 
taken their toll. We must change the picture now! 

Our goal is to increase the number of Jews registered and voting to ensure 
that the Jewish voice will be heard in the halls of government. This is 
essential if we are to protect our interests here and abroad. Of course, our 
Manual is non-partisan in keeping with our tax exempt status. Your own 
efforts must also be non-partisan. An analysis of the impact of changing tax 
rules and church-state law on your activity in the 1992 elections and broader 
congregational concerns will be forwarded to you from the RAC. 

Please contact the Religious Action Center and/or your Regional Director for 
any information and assistance you may require. In addition, the Synagogue 
Council has provided a toll free "Action Hotline" number, 1- 800-927-7469. 

Together, we can and must make a difference. 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

March 26, 1992 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
c/o Beverly Wilshire Hotel 

Via Fax 310-274-2851 4 pages 

In case you decide to go to the Social Action Commission 
meeting, attached herewith is the agenda. 

You do have a meeting of the Memorial Foundation 
Allocations Committee on Tuesday, March 31 at 9:30. 

Also on the 31st, there is a 12:30 IJCIC luncheon in Mr. 
Bronfman's office, WJC. Cardinal O'Connor will be 
attending. We told them you would probably be there. 

I am also attaching the Israel Line of March 25th which 
will interest you . 

Checked the apartment and the house - no messages in 
either place. 



' ... 

Sund.av, March 29 

11:00-12:30 p.m. 

SCHKDULE 
CODISSION ON SOCliL ACTION 

HAll.CR 29-31, 1992 
ifLJGIOUS ACTION C!Nlll. OF REFOBH JUDAISM 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Orientation for New Commission Members 
(all members rMY attend) 

COMMISSION ON SOCIAL ACTION SPRING MEETING 

1:00 p.m . 

2:30-4:00 p.m. 

4:00-4:30 p.m. 

4:30-5:30 p.m. 

5:30 p.m . 

7:00 p .m. 

8:00 p.m. 

(Desert/Coffee) 
PLENARY SESSION 
D'var Torah 

Randi Locke, Program Coordinator, CSA 

Commission Business: 
Bio-ethics Committee Report 
Caring Community Committee Reporl: 

Rabbi Richard Address 
UAHC Budget 

R.abbi Eric Yoffie 
RAG building report 

Rabbi David Saperstein 
Remarks 

Rabbi Eric Yoffie 
RAC Conferences update 

Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum 
Anti-Foreign Aid sentiment on Capitol Hill 

Rabbi David Saperstein 

PLENARY SESSION: "Then and Now: Overview of History 
the Health Ca.re Crisis" 
Ron Pollock, Executive Director, Families U.S.A. 

PLENARY SESSION 
Commission Business continued 

PLENARY SESSION: Fortified Wine~ 
Ed Geffner, Execucive Director, Manhattan Bowry Projecc 
Marvin Sands, . President, Canandaigua gine Company 

Task Force Chairs meet with Rabbi Lynne Landsberg 

Entire CSA' Dinner at the RAC 

PLENARY SESSION: Health Care Reform P~el 
Yalter Maher, Director of Federal Relations, Chrysler 

Corporation 
Dorothy Moss, Di~eccor of Federal Affairs, American 

Medical Association 
Joe Liu, Program Associate, Health Division, 

Children's Defense Fund 



Mond.:l.y, March 30 

7:45 a.m. 

8:15 a..m. 

9:00-9:30 a.m. 

9:30-10:15 a.m. 

10:30-11:45 a.m. 

12:00-1:00 p.m. 

1:00-2:30 p.m. 

2:45-3:45 -p.m. 

4:00-6:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

7:45-10:45 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 31 

7:30 a.m. 

8:00 a.m. 

9:00-12:00 p.m. 

12:00 p.m. 

1:00-4:00 p.m. 

4:00 p.m. 

Breakfast at the RAC 

Worship and D'var Torah 
Cantor Nancy Hausman 
Jordan Millstein, HITC-JIR. '93 

PLENARY SESSION: •The Jewish Perspective ou Health Care" 
Rabbi Jonathan Brown, Chair, CCAR Health Care Committee, 

Congregation Rodef Sholom, Youngstown, OE, 

PLENARY SESSION: nLegisla.tive Proposals for Health 
Ca.re Reform" 
Dr. Jay Himmelstein, Robert Wood Johnson Health Policy 

Fellow, Senate Labor and Human Resources Committee 

PLENARY DISCUSSION ON HEALTII CARE 

Lunch .at: t:he RAC 

PLENARY SESSION: ".Middle East Arms Transfers" 
Dr. Harvin Feuerwerger, Senior Strategic Fellow. 

Yashington Institute for Near East Policy 
Brigadier General Ziv Kan.or, Israeli Air Force Attache, 

Embassy of Israel 

FLENARY SESSION: "CSA: Some Considerations About: The 
Wa.y 1,le Work" 
Evely Laser Shlensky, Chair, Commission on Social Action 

Task Force meetings 

Dinner on your own 

Task Foree meetings 

'Worship service 
Cantor Nancy Hausman 
David Rosen. RAC Legislative Assistant 

Plenum Breakfast 
(or breakfast in task force mee~ings as needed) 

PLENARY SE°SSION 
Reflections 

Al Vorspan 
Task Force reports and action 

Lunch 

Task Force reports and action 

Meeting ajourned 



·1srael Line 
Attention Israel Line Recipients 

Wednesdav, March 25, 1992 • 

U.S. Ambassador in Israel Vigorously Denies Reports on lT.S. 
Attempt to Impose World "Guarantees Embargo" on Israel 

Today's MA' AAIV reports that the Bush edministration Is acting toward Imposing a 
world "guarantees embargo" on Israel, as long as It does not agree to e settlement 
freeze. In this framework, Washington has appealed to the German government and 
to the heads of the European Community with a request to "demonstrate solidarity" 
and to delay the granting of international credit guarantees which Israel is requesting. 
Senior sources in the Administration and in fl.nanclal clrcles In Washington confirmed 
the existence of these contacts, An understanding over ttie delay of European 
guarantees to Israel was already reached in September 1991 . At that time, President 
Bush requested that Germany withhold the granting of credit guarantees to Israel until 
the conclusion of the freeze period Imposed on discussions regarding the matter of the 
guarantees in the United States. As a result, Germany -- which had promised to grant 
Israel guarantees for $2.5 billion dollars In loans -- purposely procrastinated In Its 
response to Israeli appeals. It has become known that Israeli Embassy personnel in 
Bonn, headed by Ambassador Benjamin Navon, have found it difficult to hold talks 
with officials of the German Foreign and Finance Ministries with regard to the approval 
of the Israeli request. MA' ARIV has leerned that representatives of the U.S. 
government recently renewed their appeal to Germany, In addition, the representatives 
asked the heads of the European Community to delay the granting of credit 
guarantees to Israel -- until a solution Is found to the dispute over settlements In the 
territories. MA' ARIV further reports that U.S. Ambassador to Israel, Wllllam Harrop, 
vigorously denied yesterday the reports that the U.S. is asking other countries to 
Impose a world "guarantees embargo" on Israel, Harrop said that he goes over all the 
cables arriving at the Embassy In Israel and receives complete reports on contacts that 
are concerned with the Middle East. Therefore, he said, "I can certainly tell you that 
there were no such things." The U.S. Ambassador said that Israel is wrong for not 
making the absorption of new immigrants the top priority, In en interview with 
MA' ARIV, Harrop said that this dlfflcult period In the relations between Israel and the 
U.S. wlll continue at least until after the elections In Israel. He added that there is a 
need to remove the failure in communication between the leaders of the two countries 
In order for relations to get back on track. The Ambassador emphasized that the U.S. 
will continue to preserve the Israel Defense -Forces' Quality edge and continue to give 
Israel financial assistance. 

Information Department 
Consulate General Of Israel in New York 
800 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10017 212-351•5200 
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etter for rabbinic orgamzatlor:is, to 1:-e signed by your Pre$ident and Executive D~"tOr, on your 
1 terb.ead. Pt~ I free to revise or modify as desired. Your letter should be as stro1+g as possible o moti te your rab uric mem to encourage their congregations to undertake a s,;rious Vote 
Registration drive. counge them to consider this a TOP PRIORITY PROJE .1. .) • 

Dear Rabbi, • . ..r._ /l , '- ~ --~· 
.-.- ,A..Rt"> .L... sf-~ s~d.~ ~ ~o.,,-,-f ~ ,, Cd),..~~ d --1 • ~ ~~-----~, I o , ~og with other oomt.ituent mem~ o e agogue Council of America, wa::~ v mmending 1.hat u.~ you lead your co gation to uode a serious and effective Vot Registration a.rivet .ins e t t ~<-
all members and their children who are eligi'ble to VOte are regi.stered ·n accordance ~ith the re la • ?U 

in your state. ~,1'-~ ~~n ~~~ 
We ~e et1e os· g ·a very caret:ully ~h~ 2.Ild ~ ative "Get 'fJ Vote" Manual whi will ~~ pr0\1ce you and oter eglStl'atl n mmittee hich we enco u o recruit a st by step~ guide on condu~ing a suocesa paigo in your co gation. Abo enclosed i& a sa le f a ~!;. Memben;hip enc r.: ure which you can send to yoa.r members to motivate the tO re • • uC: vote. '--111 eadin"" !£)da;:s n.~aper sboa com • u ow im rrant it Js fi eve sin le Jew t te • t • . yi. 
waters ed e ecti c.-lf: 

While in e pas most .. ews ave been ctive participants in the voting process, within {Ceent yea.rs many b..;;- shirked €::ir constitutional responsibility and have ~me as apathetic as e general 
erii:-at a.ti n where about 0% are registered d an even smaller percen e actually vote. 

e f neracion of immigr.ants took usly. Even thouih they had difficultie$ ·with Ent;si- e· r they vo • respoDS1bility to their cbil ren and their 
c n ea' , a res t, e:v in nwnber and a small percen ge of the 
pop •tati .n, in overwh day and election da I the Jewish ~to had 
to be . 

• • is 110 onger t case. ty, .the mlgratio1f of Jews to new locatiocs, the departure of 
tudents and young peop their home communities to college towns or temporary homes, 

d a ~ of faith in e • Utica!. system have taken their • f studi;,, 
ewish votin that c ose to 1 000 • 

ti go is to raise n.~ a .. e-;i.-s registered and voting to en.sure that the Jewish vc,ice will be 
\.-O din the halls o rrC'te .1t This is es.senti!l if "1e are to protect our interests here and abroad. 

Al,,__of cou.."'Se, our anual is 1an_d ~ur efforts also must ~ .;ion .. partisan in keep. 10 inaa ~ 'th our tax ~t , \7' : ~~~ ~ ;-£~~ ~~ •• ¥ff-'1-_ 
v l h1ease ~ tac our office as well as your Regional Direct.or for ~ information and ~tstaace u may ('J:1: !-

requL-i-e. In addition, the Synago~e Council has provided a toll free "Action Hotline" number, 1--800-,~~ 927.7469, • • ~ 
• -·=--== i~~ ~·~~ Togethet, we can i!ld must make a difference. ~- ~ ').. 

Sinccrcly, ~ 

~~ 
C' df / -
;~ '-(. . 

~;,, . 

--·-·· - ··-··- -
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VIA FAX ... 2 PAGES 

From: Edie Miller 

To: Eric Putnoi 

MEMORANDUM 

March 27, 1992 

Here's the re-draft of the letter .... done as a memo to fit 
on one page of AMS letterhead ... same memo to rabbis and 
presidents. Individual letters too complicated, especially 
since mailing is being done elsewhere. 

Have you removed Canadian council labels? No need to send 
to non U.S. congregations, especially when manual is 
enclosed. 

Will fax Rabbi Schindler for his O.K. and expect to get back 
to you Monday. 

Shabbat Shalom. 



March 27, 1992 

TO: TO UAHC TEMPLE PRESIDENTS AND RABBIS 

In response to studies showing that as manv as 1,000,000 eligible 
Jewish voters do not go to the polls, the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations, along with other constituent agencies of 
the Synagogue Council of America, is recommending that you lead 
your congregation in a serious and critical Voter Registration 
drive. Our goal is to insure that all congregational members and 
their children who are eligible to vote are registered in 
accordance with the regulations in your state. 

We are enclosing for each of you, copies of a very carefully 
researched and informative ''Get Out the Vote" Manual which will 
provide you and a Voter Registration committee, which we en
courage you to recruit, with a step by step guide on conducting a 
successful campaign in your congregation. This manual is an 
update of the 1988 version prepared by our Religious Action 
Center of Reform Judaism (RAC) and distributed by the Synagogue 
Council of America. We are also sharing a sample Membership 
enclosure which you can send to your members to motivate them to 
register and vote. Reading today's newspapers should convince 
vou how important it is for everv single Jew to vote in this 
watershed election vear. 

Generations of American Jews preceeding us were active partic
ipants in the voting process. Unfortunately, within recent 
years, many of our people have shirked their constitutional right 
and responsibility. The Jewish community has become as apathetic 
as the general American population where about 50% of eligible 
voters are registered and an even smaller percentage actually 
vote. Mobility, the migration of Jews to new locations, the 
departure of college students and young people from their home 
communities to college towns or temporary homes, apathy, and a 
loss of faith in the political system have taken their toll. We 
must change the picture now! 

Our goal is to increase the number of Jews registered and voting 
to ensure that the Jewish voice will be heard in the halls of 
government. This is essential if we are to protect our interests 
here and abroad. Of course, our Manual is non-partisan in keep
ing with our tax exempt status. Your own efforts must also be 
non-partisan. An analysis of the impact of changing tax rules 
and church-state law on your activity in the 1992 elections and 
broader congregational concerns will be forwarded to you from the 
RAC. 

Please contact the Religious Action Center and/or your Regional 
Director for any information and assistance you may require. In 
addition, the Synagogue Council has provided a toll free "Action 
Hotline" number, 1-800-927-7469. 

Together, we can and must make a difference. 





SENT av:HUC-LA Skirbal Mus. 4-23-92 ,,:04 · : 

April 23, 1992 

Rabbi Gary Bretton-Granatoor 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear Gary: 

2i3749ii92➔ 2,2 570 0895:# 2 

DBRBW UNION COLLBGI 
3077 UNIVBRSI'l'Y AVEWB 

LOS ANGILES, CALI~ORNIA 90001 
(213) ,,a -s,2, 

Pursuant to our telephone conversation this morning about the 
11 0wnership 11 ot the Hebraica/Judaica by the Vatican Library, let me 
make the following points: 

!'irat: All european libraries own collections of Hebraica and 
Juda1ca, especially l.1bra:r1es in Italian cities. Should. the 
Vatican return the collection to the Jewish people any more than 
the Ambrosian Library in Milan, or the Bodleian ti~rary in oxtord, 
or the Oriental Institute Library in Leningrad? 

Second: What constitutes "the Jewish people" as a collective owner 
or the holdings in any library? One need only look at the 
resolution to the Gutman manuscripts from the Hoehschula fur ·d1e 
Wissenechatt des Judentums in Berlin to see that there was zealous 
institutional rivalry over who was the proper public guardian ot 
the collection. Does WJC want to establish ita own library in the 
name of the Jewish peopl&? What about the Center tor Hebrew 
Manuscripts at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem? 

Third: The entire Vatican library collection has been microfilmed 
and is currently available to all qualified readers in the United 
States. One of the locations is Hebrew Union College in 
Cincinnati. Another location is the Institute tor Hebrew 
Manuscripts 1n Jerusalem mentioned above. In a sense, then, the 
entire collection is 11 in Jewish hands." 

rour: All claims about the origins of the various manuscr1i::,ts -
within the Vatican collection need to be seriously reviewed. ~rem 
Casa~to'• catalo;ue which covers only the Palatine manuscripts it 
would seem that the majo~ity ot the collection was bou;ht by the 
Fugger family ot Augsburg from the Jewish community ot Crete, If 
Lehtftann and the others want the return ot the books, than cne would 
have to negotiate their repurchase. One ahQuld alee pay careful 
attention to what Leonard Boyle has written about the controversial 
Palatine collection. The so-called "defenders · or Jewish honor" 
have claimed that the Palatine collection was built on books seized 
from the Jewish community when it was expelled from Heidelberg in 
1391. Boyle writes, "This is unlikely, for it is on record that 
the University eolcl all the codices that it had acquired from 
Jewish sources. Rather, the Hebrew portion of the Palatine Library 
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can be shown ot have been put together almost wholly in the sixteentn century, and thus not to have had anything to do with the former Jewish community. 11
• C"A History of the Hebrew Collections ot the Vatican Library" in A Visual Testimony: Judaica from the Vatican Library, 14-15]. 

Fifth: The Vatican Library is a papal library, and only by extension a library of the Catholic Church. Thereto~e, the basic motivation for the campaign to return the manuscripts can be understood as a vi111:ication of the papacy and its injustices against the Jewish people. The history or Jewish-papal relations is much more complex than that, Any survey of the literature of Jewish-papal relat1ons [E.A, Synan, The Popes and the Jews in the Middle Ages; s. Grayzel, The Church and the Jews in the Thirteenth Century; or the new m.ultivolume collection of documents by S. Simonsohn] indicates that jews were often protected by the papacy. Even the sixteenth-century history which has been chronicled by Kenneth Stowe ot Haifa University indicates that the popes were hostile and tyrannical but not genocidal. Sixteenth-century popes were also hostile and tyrannical toward those who weren't jewish. 

Sixth: Instead of attacking one of the most progressive institutions 1n the Vatican state, the Jewish community ought to play a more constructive role. The library needs funds to catalogue its Hebrew collection. The manuscripts are housed in a tine facility where they are sate, and available to any legitimate reader--irrespective of religious conviction. Computer access to catalogues makes it possible to learn what may be read at the Vatican. Microfilm and fliche will make it possible to read the manuscripts anywhere in the world. What Jews can ~o 1e to help give everyone g-reater access to this material by providing for expert cataloger$ o help the Vatican library and its librarian. 

Seventh: A letter trom Alex to Leonard Boyle thanking him for past kindness and assuring him of the OAHC' s support during this embarassing episode would be most appreciated. 

Gary, I do hope this is helpful, I will 'be ava lable at the College until the beginning or June. From July 1st onward you can reach me at my new position: Oepartment of Theology, University of 
Notre Dame, Indiana 46556 (219) 239-7811, As of this summer, in the heartland ot catholic america. 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

March 31, 1992 

TO: TO UAHC TEMPLE PRESIDENTS AND ADMINISTRATORS 

In response to studies showing that as manv as 1,000,000 eligible Jewish 

ED IE 

voters do not go to the polls, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
along with other constituent agencies of the Synagogue Council of America, is 
recommending that you lead your congregation in a serious and critical Voter 
Registration drive. Our goal is to insure that all congregational members and 
their children who are eligible to vote are registered in accordance with the 
regulations in your state. 

We are enclosing for each of you, copies of a very carefully researched and 
informative "Get Out the Vote" Manual which will provide you and a Voter 
Registration committee, which we encourage you to recruit, with a step by step 
guide on conducting a successful campaign in your congregation. This manual 
is an update of the 1988 version prepared by our Religious Action Center of 
Reform Judaism (RAC) and distributed by the Synagogue Council of America. We 
are also sharing a sample Membership enclosure which you can send to your 
members to motivate them to register and vote. Reading today's newspapers 
should convince you how important it is for everv single Jew to vote in this 
watershed election vear. 

Generations of American Jews preceeding us were active participants in the 
voting process. Unfortunately, within recent years, many of our people have 
shirked their constitutional right and responsibility. The Jewish community 
has become as apathetic as the general American population where about 50% of 
eligible voters are registered and an even smaller percentage actually vote. 
Mobility, the migration of Jews to new locations, the departure of college 
students and young people from their home communities to college towns or 
temporary homes, apathy, and a loss of faith in the political system have 
taken their toll. We must change the picture now! 

Our goal is to increase the number of Jews registered and voting to ensure 
that the Jewish voice will be heard in the halls of government. This is 
essential if we are to protect our interests here and abroad. Of course, our 
Manual is non-partisan in keeping with our tax exempt status. Your own 
efforts must also be non-partisan. An analysis of the impact of changing tax , 
rules and church-state law on your activity in the 1992 elections and broader 
congregational concerns will be forwarded to you from the RAC. 

Please contact the Religious Action Center and/or your Regional Director for 
any information and assistance you may require. In addition, the Synagogue 
Council has provided a toll free "Action Hotline" number, 1-800-927-7469. 

Together, we can and must make a difference. 

AND 



MEMORANDUM 

FAX-2 pages 

March 30, 1992 

From: Edie Miller 

To: Regional Directors 

CC: RAC 

The memo to UAHC temple presidents and administrators is 
self-explanatory. As soon as it comes from the printer, the 
manual and membership enclosure referred to in this 
communication will be sent to you from the RAC. 

Our rabbis will receive a similar letter from the CCAR. I 
want to be sure you know of the Voter Registration drive as 
you may receive calls in your office. 

Warm regards. 
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL
OF~ERICA 
(212) 686-8670 • Facsimile (212) 686-8673 

RABBI JOEL H. ZAIMAN 
President 

RABBI GILBERT KLAPERMAN 
Honorary President 

RABBI JEROME K. DAVIDSON 
First Vice-President 

RABBI HASKEL LOOKSTEIN 
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MYRON POMERANTZ 
Vice-Presidents 

JOYCE D. RUDNICK 
Secretary 

11 ~~a~tr~r UNGAR 

RABBI IRVING LEHRMAN 
National Society of Patrons • 

RABBI IRWIN BLANK 
Washington Representative 

* 
MARTIN C. BARELL 
Chairman, Board of Goverhors 

* 
RABBI HENRY D. MICHELMAN 
Executive Vice President 

* 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

MYRON POMERANTZ 
Administration and Budget 

RABBI RICHARD M. YELLIN 
Domestic Affairs 

RABBI MORDECAI WAXMAN 
Task Force on International Affairs 

RABBI JACK BEMPORAD 
RABBI FABIAN SCHONFELD 
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RABBI STANLEY M. DAVIDS 
RABBI HASKEL LOOKSTEIN 
Israel Affaj rs 

SAMUELS. BROCHSTEIN 
Roll Call of Synagogues 

SEYMOUR L. KATZ 
RABBI HARVEY TATTELBAUM 
Task Force on Soviet J~wry 

RABBI MURRAY SALTZMAN 
Task Force on Minority Rights 

* 
CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

Central Conterence of American Rabbis 
RABBI SAMUELE. KARFF, 
President 

Rabbinical Assembly 
RABBI IRWIN GRONER, 
President 

Rabbinical Council of America 
RABBI MARC D. ANGEL 
President 

Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations 
RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER, 
President 

Union of Orthodox Jewish 
Congregations of America 
SHELDON RUDOFF, President 

United Synagogue of America 
ALAN TICHNOR, President 

* 
GUNTHER LAWRENCE 
Director, Development & 

Public lnlormantion 

May 9, 1991 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President 
Mr. Albert Vorspan, Executive Vice President 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Colleagues: 

As you know the Synagogue Council's cash flow has virtually stopped. We 
are not able to meet the entire payroll on May 15. 

The SCA must be able to borrow $150,000 from a bank to sustain us from 
the middle of May through the middle of September ( anticipated expenses are 
approximately $35,000 per month.) 

By mid-September we expect the cash flow to begin from our Fall Covenant 
of Peace Award Dinner. During the next four months we will be working on 
broadening the base of support for the coming year by setting up parlor meetings 
in different communities, increasing . the number of congregational rabbis 
contributing through the Roll Call of synagogues and developing foundation gifts. 

Before we can approach a bank we will have to know that all three 
movements are participating in the loan guarantee. 

We feel we will need 24 months to repay the loa.n. The interest rate, 
payment schedule and when it begins will have to be worked out with the bank. 

The urgency of this request is obvious and we will look forward to learning 
from you as quickly as possible. Thank you for your concern and cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

b.,~?-~L 
Mr. Myron Pomerantz, Chairman 
Administration & Budget Executi 

c::::> 

D. Michelman 
President 

DR. LEON F~LDMAN, Consultant, lnterreligious Affairs 

DR. GILBERT N. KAHN, Consultant, Domestic Affairs 



FROM: 

TO: 

MEMORANDUM 

May 13, 1991 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Albert Vorspan 

I spoke to Mel Merians to prepare him for the call from Mike 

Pomerantz concerning SCA. 

...L 
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From 

To 

Copies 

Subject 

r.~-~~-ts~ • -rH,.. ~ . . . 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Albert Vo rs pan Date May 25. 1989 

Rabbis Alexander M. Schindler, Daniel, B. Syme, 
Robert Koppel, Arthur Grant 

I just got a call from Henry Hichaelman at the Synagogue Council 
·of America advising that he had just received a confidential call 
from the Deputy Director of the IRS advising that a major audit is 
about to be launched on many synagogues of all denominations, 
because of questiqnable fund raising procedures claiming tax 

_; deductions where the person has received goods or services 
in kind. 

There will be a confidential top level meeting of the Synagogue 
Council's Executive heads on June 1st. I'll go, unless one of 
you wants to go instead or to join with me. 

If I hear from you I will share the.preliminary materials - if 
I don't - goodby Charlie. 

"' 

AB<;, MM CCa 

AV:da 
AL, I.et - know wbat. ~ranapir•• •- _.t.lng. 

aon•t ~••have a pr~bl•• bu- do keep - l)Oan4. 

UJiion of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK. N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 

I 

I 
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• Union of Ameri~ Hebrew Congregations. 

' . 

I ' 

PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COl.LEOE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

138 AFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK. N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 CAa.ES: UNONUAHC 

Albert\/orspan 
lllce-Pr8lldent 

Oct.o~r 12, 1988 

Rabbi lferiry Miehe ban . 
~ §Jmsi~ Cmaci t_ sf Aaerica 
_ l ~327 Lexington· Awnue 

N.10 York, -~ 10016· 

.t.c:ar Henry, 

Attc:rched ia. J-~ -procic:acaticin regc:irding.Kriatcatlncadat 
diich .11Jeaent t~ ·our congregatioria. Many orgcanizations 
cn-e doing aiai:tm-ly. 

Can the SC'. do ti~ae ao all corwregcationa cn-e reoched? 

Coir:ly, 

Lt!apcan 



I MEMORANDUM I 

From Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler Date October 10, 1988 

To Mr. Albert Vorspan 

,1n1N 
m1;p~ 

m:,,p.m:, 
;,p'7~NJ 

Please contact the Synagogue Council asking them to back the 
idea of synagogues be ing lighted on Kristallnacht. I spoke 
to Iz Miller, Kelman -- they are enthusiastic about the idea. 

Thanks. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEWYORK, NY 10021 (212) 249-0100 



SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

CIAL STATEMENT - JUNE 6. 1988 

* UMB Bank - Supernaw Account 12/18-1/20/88 $ 36,722.63 
Bank Leumi - Checking Plus 22,871.67 

CASH ON HAND $ 59, 594.30 

_PLEDGES RECEIVABLE: $50,500 

PROJECTED EXPENSES 

June Rent 
Payroll & Payroll Expense 
Medical In~ura.nce 
Tel. & Tel. • 
Equipment: Rehta1 & Service 
Travel • 
Con SU i tant Fees . 

. Pl ease Note: 

* Excludes $25,000 restricted funds. -

$ 3,208.34 
10,000.00 
1,490.25 
1, so·o .oo· 
. '440.00 

• 2 , ooo·~ oo · 
• 7,834.00 

$ 26,472.59 



August 11, 1987 
16 Av 5747 

Rabbi Gilbert Klaperman, President 
Synagogue Council of America 
327 Lexington Avenue 
New York New York 10016 

Dear Rabbi Klaperman: 

Congratulations on ¥Our election. May your work for the SCA 
be f ru i t fu l . 

Yours truly, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL 
OF AMERICA 

RABBI HERBERT M BAUMGARD 
President 

RABBI MORDECAI WAXMAN 
Honorary President 

RABBI GILBERT KLAPERMAN 
First Vice-President 

RABBI IRWIN GRONER 
Second V1ce•Pres1dent 

MARTIN C BARELL 
HERBERT BERMAN 
MYRON POMERANTZ 
V1ce-Pres1dents 

JOYCE D RUDNICK 
WILLIAM UNGAR 
Secretafles 

JUDAH FEINERMAN 
Treasurer 

RABBI IRVING LEHRMAN 
Chalfman, National Society of Patrons 
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RABBI IRWIN BLANK 
Washington Representative 

* 
RABBI HENRY D MICHELMAN 
Executive V1ce-Pres1dent 

* 
MARTIN C. BARELL 
Chairman, Board of Governors 

* 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

HERBERT BERMAN 
Admm1strat1on and Budget 

RABBI ARNOLD GOODMAN 
Domestic Affalfs 

RABBI ABRAHAM KELMAN 
Task Force on the Family 

RABBI MORDECAI WAXMAN 
Task Force an lnternat,onal Affalfs 

RABBI WALTERS WURZBURGER 
RABBI BALFOUR BRICKNER 
lnterreltg,ous Affairs 

RABBI HASKEL LOOKSTEIN 
Israel Affa,rs 

SAMUELS BROCHSTEIN 
Roll Call of Synagogues 

SEYMOUR L KATZ 
RABBI HARVEY TATTELBAUM 
.Task Force on Soviet Jewry 

RABBI MURRAY SALTZMAN 
RABBI RICHARD YELLIN 
Task Force on Mmortty Rights 

* 
CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

Central Conference of American Rabbis 
RABBI JACK STERN. 
President 

Rabbinical Assembly 
RABBI KASSEL ABELSON. 
President 

Rabbinical Council of America 
RABBI MILTON H POLIN. 
President 

Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations 
RABBI ALEXANDER M SCHINDLER. 
President 

Union of Orthodox Jewish 
Congregations of America 
SIDNEY KWESTEL. President 

United Synagogue of America 
FRANKLIN D KREUTZER, President 

* 
GUNTHER LAWRENCE 
Dlfector, Development & 

Public /nformant1on 

OR LEON FELDMAN 
Consultant, lnterreltg1ous 

Act1v1ttes 

DR GILBERT N KAHN 
Consultant, Domestic Affalfs 

October 15, 1986 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
838 Fifth 
New York, 

Avenue 
NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

It is a pleasure to extend to you this invitation to be 
seated on the Dais at the November 17, Covenant of Peace 
Award Dinner, at the New York Hilton Hotel. 

Our honorees are Isaac Bashevis Singer who will be pre
sented by Ambas actor Meir Rosenne; and Harold Bernstein 
who will be sented by Senator Alfonse D1 Amato. 

This event c 
tion of the 
community 

an important and dramatic affirma
ability and unity of the Jewish religious 

America, as expressed in the activities of 
our uest . 
an ctf in y Q 

f honor, in the work of the Synagogue Council 
r own personal commitment. 

That is .,,W hy e want you with us on this occasion. 
presen fe and participation will lend great meaning 
the pr.~ceedings and will strengthen, immeasurably, 
public ''-l mpact of our message. 

Your 
to 
the 

Please let us know your response as soon as possible. 
We hope we will have the privilege of greeting you. 

p. s. 

Dress 

Sincerely, '\-=-

I know you would o have your spouse seated 
with you. We will try to accommodate you. If 
it becomes too difficult, we will have a special 
table right in front of the Dais. 

Black Tie for Dais Guests 
Monday, November 17 
Reception 6:00 P.M. 
New York Hilton 



.,, 

May 9, 1986 
30 Nisan 5746 

Rabbi Richard Hirsh, Executive Director 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association 
Church Road and Greenwood Avenue 
Wyncote, Pennsylvania 19095 

Dear Richard: 

Thank you for sharing with me your letter to the Synagogue Council 
of America. As you know, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
supported your application vigorously. Unfortunately we really had 
no way of overriding the Orthodox veto. 

Please know that we wil 1 press for reconsideration as requested by 
you. We will continue to be as supportive as possible. 

With warm regards and every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association~ f/ P{ 0 

Church Road and Greenwood Avenue , _p,; ~-,~))\ 
Wyncote. Pennsylvania 1909 5 / V . 
Tel 2 I 5-576-0800 ~ u rA;,' i . ✓ 

10TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR 1985/ 5745 eo~r 
OFFICERS: 

President 
Rabbi Ira J. Schi ffe r 

Vice President 
Rabbi Joy Levitt 

Treasurer 
Rabbi Mark Finkel 

Recording Secretary 
Rabbi Ronald Aigen 

Corresponding Secretary 
Rabbi Sandy E. Sasso 

Past Preside,1ts 
Rabbi David Brusin 
Rabbi Arnold Rachlis 
Rabbi Dennis C. Sasso 
Rabbi Elliot Skiddell 
Rabbi Steven Sager 

Executive Director 
Rabbi Richard Hirsh 

May 2, 1986 ~ , ~ ~ ,-,, f1" 
23 Nisan 5746~{ . ,'\? ~ . ~(?t , 

Synagogue Council of America y 
327 Lexington Avenue \Q~ 
New York, NY 10016 i-' ~ 
Dear Rabbi Baumgard: ~ \ (Y:l 
We in the Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association were 
disappointed and disturbed to hear that our application 
for membership in the Synagogue Council, alongside that 
of the Federation of Reconstructionist Congregations and 
Havurot, had been denied by a veto by the UOJCA. 

We find this disturbing on three counts. First, we feel 
that our established record (a rabbinical college now en
tering its eighteenth year, a rabbinical association num
bering over 100, and a federation of synagogues with over 
fifty affiliates) speaks for itself and . needs no defense. 
Secondly, we are disturbed--as we believe all Jewish organi
zations and Jews ought to be-- that the Synagogue Council 
ostensibly dedicated to unity in diversity, pretends to 
represent the religious denominations of American Judaism 
while deliberately excluding the Reconstructionist movement. 
Surely this calls into question the legitimacy of the 
Synagogue Council. Thirdly, the veto-vote on our membership 
was cast by the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of 
America. One must question the commitment of the UOJCA 
to Jewish peoplehood and Jewish unity ; by what standards 
do they deign to sit with our Conservative and Reform 
colleagues, and yet exclude us? 

It is truly regretful that, under the present circumstances 
in Jewish . life, the Synagogue Council was unable to act 
affirmatively in this situation. Surely nothing is gained 
by further dividing the Jewish community; surely the 
Synagogue Council's own legitimacy and self-respect must 
be called into question as well. 



, 

2 

I urge you to use your position to allow for a 
reconsideration of this decision, and that you 
convey to the constituent members of the Syna
gogue Council the concerns expressed herein. 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabe:::rd{~{ 
Executive Director 

cc: Rabbi Jack Stern, CCAR 
Rabbi Alexan~er M. Shapiro, RA 
Rabbi Louis Bernstein, RCA 
✓Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, UAHC 

Sidney Kwestel, UOJCA 
Marshall Wolke, USA 
Rabbi Ira Schiffer, RRA 
Rabbi David Teutsch, FRCH 

RH:sp 



SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

memorandum 
to: Ex e c u t i v e Comm i t t e e 

&om~enry D. Michelman 

subject: En c 1 o s u re s 

date: J u 1 y 3 , 1 9 8 6 

Enclosed please find the following: 

- July 1 Financial Statement 

- Summary of pending Supreme Court Case (Philbrook) 

- Proposed 1986-87 dates for Executive Committee and 

Board of Governors Meetings 

327 LEXINGTON AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 • Telephone: (212) 686-8670 



SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT - JULY 1, 1986 

National Westminster Bank 
Naitonal Westminster Bank - CD 
UMB Bank .- Savings 
Bank Leumi - Savings 

Cash on Hand 

PROJECTED EXPENSES 

July Rent 
Payroll & Payroll Expense 
Medical Insurance 
Tel. & Tel. 
Equipment Rental & Service 
Travel 
Consultants Fees 

Memorial Foundation Dues (1985-86) 
Meetings & Conferences (estimated) 
Fund Raising Solicitation 
(Production & Postage) 

Hospice Task Force Activities 

Pledges Due in July 1986: 

$21,767.83 

$ 6,347.31 
54,564.27 
70,897.53 

1,875.28 

2,916.67 
11 , 500. 00 

500.00 
1,200.00 

550.00 
1 , 000. 00 
6,000.00 

500.00 
500.00 

500.00 
1,500.00 

$ 133,684. 39 

23,666.67 

3,000.00 
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

memorandum 
to.· Rabbis Wolfe Kelman, Benjamin Kreitman, Binyamin Walfish, Pinchas Stolper, 

Joseph Glaser; Messrs. Albert Vorspan, Marcel Weber , 

from: Rabbi Arnold Goodman, Chairman Domestic Affairs Committee 
Dr. Gilbert N. Kahn, Consultant 

subject: 

date: 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Pending Supreme Court Case 

June 2, 1986 

Please find enclosed a summary of the case of Philbrook vs. Ansonia 

Bd. of Ed. 757 F.2d 476 (2nd Cir. 1985) currently on the docket of the 

U. S. Supreme Court. The Synagogue Council has been asked to join the 

American Jewish Congress in the amicus brief which they are filing on 

behalf of Philbrook. They expect to file their brief shortly. 

Your prompt consideration and reply by June 17 would be appreciated. 

Martin C. Barell, Esq. 
Arthur Silverman, Esq. 

Henry D. Michelman 

June 26, 1986 

The s ix SCA agencies approved joining in the filing of this brief. 
Attached is a summary. If you would like to see the full brief I 
will get a copy to you. 

/ 

i 
327 LEXINGTON AVENUE, NEW YORK. N .Y. 10016 • Telephone: (212) 686-8670 

___________________ J 



SUMMARY 

The Supreme Court has agreed, at the behest of the defendant, 

to review the Second Circuit's decision in Philbrook vs. Ansonia 

Bd. of Ed. Robert Philbrook is a business teacher, and a member 

of the World Wide Church of God, which observes as religious holi

days, Rosh Hashona, Yorn Kippur, Sukhot, Pesach and Shavuot. He 

is seeking to be allowed to accomodate his employer in exctiange for 

payment on Religious holidays that exceed the three allowed in his 

union contract. 
Since 1968, Philbrook has attemted to observe all the holidays 

of his faith and in so doing has always used up his holiday leave 

days. The School Board allowed him to take the remaining days off 

as leave, without pay, but has refused to let him use his three 

personal business days for this purpose. The resulting loss of pay, 

Philbrook claims, was intolerable, and as a result he felt compelled 

to work on some of his religious holiday s . In order to minimize the 

impact on him, Philbrook proposed two alternative means of accomo

dating his religious holidays. 

First, he offered to pay the cost of a substitute, but to receive 

his regular pay. Second (and alternatively) he suggested that he 

be allowed to use the paid, personal, business days on the excess 

religious holidays. The Ansonia School Board refused both suggestions. 

POINTS OF LAW 

The main point of argument in thi s case involves the provision 

in Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, requiring employers to 

reasonably acccmmodate the religious practices of employees, unless 

accom~odation _will cause it undue hardship. The Ansonia School Board 

argues that the requirement of Titl e VII to "r easonably accommodate" 

is solely a matter of employer pr e ro gative . As long as an employer's 

proffered accommodation is reasonabl e , it argu es , an employer dis

charges it s duty to accommodate, not withstanding the existence of 

other reasonable accommodationbs which migh t be less onerous to the 

employe e . 



SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

memorandum 
to: E X E C U T I V E C OM M I T T E E 

from: He n r y D . M i c h e 1 m a n 

subject: C a 1 end a r f o r meet i n g s 

date: J u 1 y 3 , 1 9 8 6 ff; 
We have done our best to clear the following dates for 

Executive Committee meetings and Board of Governors meetings 
for 1986-87. We must take into consideration major commitments 
on your organizational and personal calendars. Please let us 
know immediately if you or your organization have conflicts with 
the proposed calendar. Thank you. 

All meetings to take place at SCA offices, from 4:30-6:30 p.m. 

1986 
--Sept. 17, Wed. 

Nov. 17, Mon. 
Nov. 24, Mon. 
Dec. 17, Wed. 

1987 

Executive Committee & Board of Governors 

COVENANT OF PEACE AWARD DINNER 
Executive Committee 
Board of Governors 

Jan. 13, Tues. Executive Committee 

March 17, Tues. Executive Committee 

Apri i 7, Tues. Board of Governors 

May 19, Tues. Executive Committee 
June 17, Wed. Boa rd of Governors 

PLEASE RESERVE THE EVENING OF MONDAY, NOVEIBER 17, 1986 

COVENANT OF PEACE AWARD DINNER NEW YORK HILTON HOTEL 

Honorees: Isaac Bashevis Singer 
Harold Bernstein - Northville Industries; Temple Israel, 

Great Neck 

327 LEXINGTON AVENUE, NEW YORK, N .Y. 10016 • Telephone: (212) 686-8670 



Mr. Myron Parerantz 
975 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10028 

Dear Mike: -

November 20, 1985 

I have just received your fine report of the Novanber 12 Executive 
Omnittee neeting of the Synagogue Council. I am grateful to you 
for sharing with ne details of the meeting with Max Green. Your 
ccmoonts will be helpful in dealing with hlln in the future and I 
beholden to you. 

With forrl regards fran house to house, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



i 
I Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

✓ 
PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF REUGION 

838 FIFTH AVENUE , NEW YORK , N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC 

Memo 

November 15, 1985 

On ~uesday November 12 I attended a gathering of the 

Executive Committe of the Synagogue Council that was called 

to meet with Max Green who is ~resident Reagan's New Liason 

with the Jewish community. The primary item of concern, 

beautifully presented by Joe Glazer, was the "Christianization 

of America" issue. There certainly was unanimity of purpose 

expressed among the Conservative and Orthodox representatives 

present (virtually all Rabbinical) that this was of primary 

concern to us all. 

Green's answers were evasive. He is new to the job having 

been in place about one month. He talked about the fact that 

separation of Church and State has been breeched in many ways 

such as the matter of Chaplains in the Armed Forces. But 

when we pressed him. he noted our concern and ,11 .. o took note 

of the fact that we wished to meet with the President on this 

and on the matter of Prayers in School. He made no promises 

but said that he would try to arrange such a meeting. He also 

indicated that he will r ema in .:iccesst.ble : to us at least by 

telephone . 
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

838 FIFTH AVENUE , NEW YORK , N .Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC 

I spoke to Al Vorspan about this meetinq and he 

suggested I send you this brief memo to keep you 

informed. 

Cordially, 

<feliu_ ~£¼7/!) 
~ '(xou,,e_ >ur~, 



October 21, 1985 

Rabbi Joshua Stampfer 
Congregation Neveh Shalom 
2900 Southwest Peaceful Lane 
Portland, Oregon 97201 

Dear Rabbi Stampfier: 

In response to your letter of October 16 and the statement 
of the Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon, I am responding with 
a suggestion. This statement should be directed to a major 
group which represents the total Jewish Religious community, 
namely, The Synagogue Council of America. As you know, the 
six congregational and rabbinic bodies of Judaism comprise the 
membership of the SCA and it is through this organization that endorsement should come. 

The UAHC Is, of course, a member of the SCA but in order to 
have the true coonterpart of the World Council of Churches and the Conference of Bishops you should seek out endorsement from the Synagogue Council of America. 

With every good wish, am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

P.S. The SCA is located at 327 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY 10016 



~*A C/JH!7rtgali/JH 

lr"n€V€h shalom 

October 16, 1985 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York City, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Joshua sumpf€R 
R,\lllll 

ffic\RC Om I( in 

(.\lltoR 

sylVlc\ P€3Rlman 
€xecut,v€ OrJM:CtOR/ 

m€mB€RShlp 

Sh€RI COROOva 
€X€CUtlV€ 01Q€CtoR/ 

PRO<il?ammrnG 

Our local Ecumenical Ministries has inaugurated a national program 
that has great significance for the Jewish community. As of this 
writing, the program has been endorsed by the World Council of 
Churches, the National Conference of Catholic Bishops and the 
National Nuclear Freeze Coalition. 

I have been asked to seek the endorsement of a national Jewish 
organization to give th is call a broad interfaith support. 
Naturally I turned to you because of the humanitarian role that 
you have always played in such issues. 

We would greatly appreciate an early response to this request, so 
that we can make the most effective use of this universal stand. 

ms 

2900 southW€St P€.lC€~Ul Lan€ • PORtlano, OR€'40n 97201 • (503) 246-8831 
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Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon 
0245 SW Ban croft Sr ree t , Suite B, Portland, Oregon 9720 1, (503) 221-1054 

Leg islat ive Office: 685 M arion SL NE, Salem, Oregon 97101, (503) 362 - 1478 

October 3, 1985 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

For information: 
Rodney I. Page, Executive Director 

"LIGHTS ON FOR PEACE" 

"Turn on lights for peace" is 

the call of the Bishops and Executives of 

Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon to the people 

of the world. 

On November 19th and 20th, Ronald Reagan and 

Mikael Gorbachev will meet in Geneva, 

Switzerland to discuss nuclear arms 

limitation. "For the future hope of 

humankind, this could be one of the most 

important meetings ever to take place," said 

Episcopal Bishop of Eastern Oregon Rust i n 

Kimsey. Kimsey is President of Ecumenical 

Ministries of Oregon. As each of the military 

forces of the nations represented by Mr. 

Gorbachev and Mr. Reagan continue to pose 

weapons capable of destroying all of humankind 

and the creation of the earth, the talks could 

not be more critical to the human family. 

1 



Recognizing that importance and wishing Mr. 

Reagan and Mr. Gorbachev to carry the desires, 

hopes and aspirations for peace of people 

around the world to the table in Geneva, the 

Bishops and Executives of Ecumenical 

Ministries of Oregon are calling on people to: 

1) turn on their porch lights or place a 

light in their windows on November 19th and 

20th so that the world might illuminate its 

deep desire for harmony with "lights on for 

peace"; 

2) begin special prayers and meditations for 

world peace and the success of the meetings at 

their beginning on November 19th; 

3) light peace candles on the altars of their 

churches, synagogues and temples and offer 

prayers and hold vigils for hopeful outcomes 

of the talks; 

4) display lights in as many ways as 

appropriate to situations and cultures; 

driving automobiles with lights on, carry 

flashlights, candlelight at meals, etc. 

Churches and synagogues everywhere are invited 

to join in this world-wide effort for peace. 

2 



The National Council of Churches in New York 

has been invited to join in this call along 

with the World Council of Churches in Geneva, 

Switzerland. Other organizations committed 

to world peace are also invited to support 

"lights on for peace." 

C~ngressman Les AuCoin, U.S. Congressional 

Representative from Oregon, has been asked 

by the Bishops and Executives of Ecumenical 

Ministries of Oregon to introduce a Resolution 

in Congress calling on U.S. citizens to 

participate in the "lights on for peace" 

during the Summit Talks. 

-30-
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.Mr. Henry D. Michelman, 
~tive Vice President 
Synagogue COUncil of Arrerica 
327 Iexi.ngt:on Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Henry: 

october 8, 1985 

Many thanks for the gracious invitation to sit on the Dais at the 
Novenber 11th CoDenant of Peace Award Dinner. 

Much to I'f!Y regret, it will not be possible for ne to attend this 
prestigious event. I will be on the ·west Cbast for the Biennial 
oonvention of the UAHC and will ranain in ca.llfomia after the 
close of the oonvention for a few speaking engagenents. Alas, :rey 
travel schedule will not get ne back to New York by the evening of 
November 11, and it is, therefo:re, .impossible for ne to join with 
you for the dinner. 

Please convey lT\Y wann good wishes to all of the honorees. 

With wann regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. SChindler 
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Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

It is a pleasure to extend to you this invitation to be 
seated on the Dais at the November 11, Covenant of Peace 
Award Dinner, at the New York Hilton Hotel. 

The honorees -- Martin C. Barell, Elie Wiesel, Elaine 
Winik -- have distinguished themselves as leaders in 
their respective fields of endeavor and as valued 
servants of the community at large. 

This event constitutes an important and dramatic affirma
tion of the continued viability and unity of the Jewish 
religious community in America, as expressed in the 
activities of our guests of honor, in the work of the 
Synagogue Council and in your own personal commitment. 

That is why we want you with us on this occasion. 
presence and participation will lend great meaning 
the proceedings and will strengthen, immeasurably, 
public impact of our message. 

Your 
to 
the 

Please let us know your response as soon as possible. 
We hope we will have the privilege of greeting you. 

Sincerely, 

an 
President 

P.S. I know you would like to have your spouse seated 
with you. We will try to accommodate you. If 
it becomes too difficult, we will have a special 
table right in front of the Dais. 

Dress Black Tie for Dais Guests 
Monday, November 11 
Reception 6 : 00 P.M. 
New York Hilton 



Mr. Robert L. Adler 
223 ~est Jeckson Boulevard 
Chicago, IL 60606 

Dear Bob: 

July 5, 1985 

In further response to your letter of May 21, 1985 and June 17, 1985, 
we certainly will honor your request that you be replaced as a Union 
delegate to the Synagogue Council of America. 

Insofar as your continuing officership with the UAHC ls concerned, 
Chuck feels, and I fully agree with him, that neither he nor I can 
make this Judgment. We will send your letter to the chairperson of 
the Special Nominating Committee and have them deal with it as they 
deem appropriate. 

But Chuck and I h•pe, however, that they wlll renominate you for you 
deserve to be an officer '(the Union. • 

I hope x- ings a e going well with the family and Rhea and I Join In 
sending fond regards from house to house. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Al Vorspan 



Rabbi Herbert M. Baumgard 
Temple Beth Am 
5950 N. Kendall Drive 
Miami, Florida 33156 

Dear Herb: 

June 13, 1985 

Alas. my travels 1n behalf of the Union took me to Rochester 
yesterday to B'rith Kodesh Congregation. Therefore, as you 
can appreciate, I was unable to attend the Synagogue Council 
of American luncheon at which you were installed as the new 
president of this august organization. I hope you received 
word of the reason for my absence. · 

Be that as it may, I write to express a very warm and hearty 
mazal tov to you. It 1s my fond hope you will find your leader
ship in behalf of the SCA to be meaningful and fulfilling. We 
have a very good delegation from the UAHC, and, of course, the 
CCAR, and I know that all of our people will work in close 
cooperation with you. 

With all good wishes and warmest regards from house to house, 
I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Mr. Myron Pomerantz 
975 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10028 

Dear Mike: 

June 13, 1985 

I hope you received the message that my travels out of the city 
made it 1mposs1ble for me to attend the Synagogue Council of 
American Installation Luncheon yesterday. I am sorry I was unable 
to ~e present to express a hearty mazal tov to you personally as 
you undertook the office of vice-president of the SCA. I write 
now to express my best wishes and to share the hope that you find 
your responsibilities as a vice-president of the Synagogue Council 
to ee meaningful and fulfilling. 

As you know, the UAHC and the CCAR have very good delegations to 
the Synagogue Council and I know that each and every member of the 
delegation will work in close association with you and with the 
council. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



., 
... 

4/4/85 

Al --- Sidney leader called this a.m. -- delighted 

to be part of UAHC delegation to SCA -- would like 

formal letter of appointment ... I trust you' 11 take 

care of that and give him names of ~~h~rs, etc. 

e 

• 



Dr. Sidney Leader 
101 Central Park West 
New York, NY 10023 

Dear Sidney: 

April 3, 1985 

You are obviously keeping very active and busy for I've not been 
able to reach you by phone at the office, home or synagogue - one 
day I just missed you there! 

At any rate, I am eager to determine if you would be willing to 
become a part of the Union's delegation to the Synagogue Council 
of America. We are in the midst of reconstituting our delegation 
and I thought you would make a wonderful representative and that 
the SCA meetings would interest you. As you know, the SCA is the 
umbrella organization of the Jewish Religious community, the three 
congregational groups and three rabbinic groups of Orthodoxy, Re
form and Conservatlvism meet together on matters of mutual concern, 
often in the realm of interreligious affairs with our Christian 
counterparts. 

If you are willing to Join our delegation please do telephone my 
office and let me know. 

Rhea and I Join in sending fondest regards from house to house and 
best wishes for a sweet and Joyous Passover. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander H. Schindler 



Or. Israel Singer 
World Jewish Congress 
One Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Israel: 

April 4, 1985 

Following our conversation I checked with Al Vorspan and it 
appears that Jerry Davidson Is already a member of the CCAR 
delegation to the SCA. As a consequence, there Is no need for 
me to appoint him. All you need do now is urge the chairman 
of the SCA to appoint Jerry as an SCA depresentatlve to IJCIC. 
In a sense, Jerry represents the Union, too, for he is a member 
of our National Board and serves as chairman of our National 
Committee on lnterrellgious Activities. 

The ball is in your court now. 
help. 

1 1 11 do everything I can to 

All the best for a sweet and joyful Pesach. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Mr. Albert Vorspan 



UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

representatives to the l ~ allNCIL OF l\11ERICA 

MR. ROBERT ADLER 
223 West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
(312) 322-4800 [home: 643-2444] 

RABBI BALFOUR BRICKNER 
30 West 68th Street 
New York, New York 10023 
(212) 877-4050 [home: 486-0897] 

MRS. OORIS BRICKNER 
175 East 62nd Street 
New York, New York 10021 
(212) 679-0600 [home: 486-0897] 

MR. LEROY FADEM 
10 Melrose Drive 
New Rochelle, New York 10804 
(212) 691-7210 [home: (914) 632-9882] 

MR. HARRIS GILBERT 
14 Sandy Hill Road 
Westfield, New Jersey 07090 
(201) 233-2271 

MRS. BETIY GOI.DMB 
250 East 73rd Street 
New York, New York 10021 
(212) 879-6881 

RABBI ALLEN KAPLAN 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 
(212) 249-0100 [horre: 517-8440] 

MRS. NORMA LEVITT 
15 East 64th Street 
New York, New York 10021 
(212) 288-5367 

MRS. JUDITII MISCHEL 
181 Surmri.t Avenue 
Surrnri.t, New Jersey 07901 
(201) 273-0815 

MR. EARL M)RSE 
15 East 64th Street 
New York, New York 10021 
(212) 861-3569 

MR. SPENCER PAR1RICH 
1515 Kirkway Road 
Bloanfield Hills, Michigan 48013 
(313) 851-2700 [home: ?l 

MRS. ROSE PFARIMUITER 
460 Overhill Road 
South Orange, New Jersey 07079 
(201) 763-5859 

MR. ALEXANDER I. ROSS 
Al Paul Lefton Co. , 71 Vanderbilt Avenue 
New York, New York 10017 
(212) 867-5100 [home: 787-5629] 

RABBI MARTIN ROZENBERG 
150 Vri.ddle Neck Road 
Port Washington, New York 11050 
(516) 883-3144 [home: 883-8589] 

MS. JOYCE RUDNICK 
48 Soundview Drive 
Port Washington, New York 11050 
(212) 889-2050 [home: (516) 883-8314 

RABBI MURRAY SALTZMAN 
7401 Park Heights Avenue 
Baltinnre, Maryland 21208 
(301) 764-1587 [home: 358-2398] 

RABBI DAVID SAPERSTEIN 
2027 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 
Washington, D. C. 20036 
(202) 387-2800 [home: 363-4375] 

RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER 
✓ 838 Fifth Avenue 

New York, New York 10021 
(212) 249-0100 [home: (203) 227-1383] 

RABBI ALVIN SUGARMAN 
1589 Peachtree Street, NE 
Atlanta, Georgia 30367 
(404) 873-1731 [home: 252-9938] 

MR. ALBERT VORSPAN 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 
(212) 249-0100 [horre (516) 374-1007] 

\ 



Rabb1 Herbert M. Baumgard 
Temple Beth Am 
5950 N. Kendall Drive 
Miami. Florida 33156 

Dear Herb: 

January 14. 1985 

Al Vorspan and I discussed the matter of UAHC appointees to the nwwly 
reconstituted Board of the Synagogue Council of America. Al, who as 
I told you, had the most experience with the Synagogue Council, sug-
gests that we appoint the following: Robert Adler, who is the Vice• 
Chairman of our Board of Trustees; Balfour Brickner. you know him; 
Harris Gilbert, presently the Chairman of our Social Action Commission; 
Betty Golomb, whom you know; Alex Ross, Irmiediate Past Cha1rman of the 
Commission on Social Action; Joyce Rudnick of port Washington; Al Vorspan; 
and Bernie Zlotowitz. 

The latter two you know, Bernie is the Director of the New York Federation 
of Reform Synagogues. All of these w111 be excellent people for the 
Synagogue Council. If you are agreeable to these names. let me know. 
Obviously we would consider some counter-suggestions from you and if you 
are agreeable. we will send out the appropriate letters over Chuck 
Rothschild's signature. 

Warm good wishes. 

Sincerely. 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Charles J. Rothschild, Jr. 



MEMORANDUM 
From Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler Date January 10, 1985 

To Al bert Vorspan 

Copies Charles J. Rothschild, Jr. 

Subject 

I just had a call from Herb Baumgard who, as you know, will be the 

next president of the Synagogue Council of America. He tells me that the 

Board of the Synagogue Council was being enlarged and he is eager, of course, 

to have a strong representation from the UAHC on the Board, especially during 

his tenure. He is looking for about six to eight appointees who must not of 

necessity be from the New York area but if from out of town, must agree to 

attend some two or three meetings annually. 

Since you are the staff person most involved in the Synagogue Council, 

would you make some suggestions for appointees? I think the only ones we 

have so far are Norma Levitt and Gil Tilles. 

I would appreciate it, therefore, if you were to put on your thinking 

cap, leaf through the Board list, and make some six or seven suggestions on 

which Chuck Rothschild can then act to satisfy our colleague. 

Herb also wants to meet with you and me to discuss just what we would 

like the Synagogue Council of America to do, what directions he should 

assume under . his stewardship. Herb is a very strong rabbi and perhaps he 

can make something out of this organization (I know I'm the eternal optimist). 

----------- ~ 

UJJ1 ~~ (v~ 
~ ~ . . '1,d_, // 

M, ~::::~rt / 
~ ,0,P 

~ Union of American Hebreillngregations 
,;',\"~~ 838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 

nr.,,pnr., 
71i-'',nl•O 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Allltrt Vorspan 

Charles J. Rothschild, Jr. 

January 10, 1985 

I just had a call from Herb Baumgard who, as you know, will be the 

next president of the Synagogue Council of America. He tells me that the 

Board of the Synagogue Council wis being enlarged and he is eager, of course, 

to have a strong representation from the UAHC on the Board, especially during 

his tenure. He 1s looking for about six to eight appointees who must not of 

necessity be from the New York area but 1f from out of town, must agree to 

attend some two or three meetings annually. 
Since you are the staff person most involved in the Synagogue Council, 

would you make some suggestions for appointees? I think the only ones we 

have so far are Nonna Levitt and Gil Tilles. 
I would appreciate it. therefore, if you were to put on your th1nk1ng 

cap, leaf through the Board 11st. and make some six or seven suggestions on 

which Chuck Rothschild can then act to satisfy our colleague. 
Herb olso wants to meet with you and me to discuss just what we would 

11ke the lynagogue Council of America to do 1 what directions he should 

assume under his stewardship. Herb is a very strong rabbi and pehhpps he 

can make something out of this organization (I know I'm the eternal optimist). 
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President 
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President 
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JULIUS BERMAN, President 
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Board of Governors Member: 

We would'like to invite you to participate 
in a major Catholic-Jewish Forum to be sponsored· 
jointly by the ~y nago gue Council of America and 
the National Conference of Cathol i c Bishops/ 
U. S. Catholic Conference. 

The interreligious meeting will be held on 
November 19, 1984 beginning at 10 :00 a.m. The 
topic f or discussion will be "The Morality of 
Nuclear Deterrence." Reverend J . Bryan Hehir, 
Secretary of So cial Development and World Peace 
of the U.S . Cathol ic Conference will be the main 
speaker on the Catholic side. A Jewish view of 
the issue will be presented by Rabbi Walter 
Wurzburger, Chair, Interreligious Af f airs Committee, 
Synagogue Council of America. 

The consultation, which we hope will be th e 
first of a series of such exchanges, will be hosted 
by and take place at the Synagogue Council of 
America, 327 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY 10016 . 

Since a luncheon will be served, we would ask 
you to RSVP to the Synagogue Council either by phone 
(212) 686-8670 or by mailing in the sheet enclosed 
as soon as possible. 

\__ The program promises to be an unusually exciting 
one and the ensuing dialogue, we believe, will be 
greatly enriched by your insights. Looking forward 
to seeing you on November· 19th. 

Sincerely yours, 

7itJ7k~W~ 
Rabbi Mordecai Waxman 
President 

~~~ 
H nry D. Michelman 

ve Vice-President 
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Name 

11 Forum o n The Moralit y o f Nuclea r Deterrence 11 

will participate in the Nov. 19, 1984 SCA/NCCB Forum 

on The Morality of Nuclear Deterrence. 

Institution 

: .... 
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Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser 
CCAR 
21 East 40th Street 
Ne..,J York, New York 10016 

Dear Joe: 

December 20, 1983 

In re the Synagogue Council of America and our loan guarantee, I 
discussed this matter with Chuck Rothschild and he has no objection 
to our continuing the guarantee on the proviso that if a new loan 
is taken out we will receive prior notification and have a chance 
to approve or disapprove of it at that time. 

This, In effect, is the substance of)Our recommendation to Henry 
Michelman. We accept your general approach and so you can say that 
you are speaking for us as well. 

Please let us know what Henry's response is. 

Warm regards. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Charles J. Rothschild, Jr. 



, 
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
21 EAST 40th STREET • NEW YORK, NY 10016 • (2 1 2 ) 684-4990 
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Office: of rhe Exc:cur i,·e Vin· Prc,idc:111 

Rabbi Henry Michelman 
Synagogue Council of America 
327 Lexington Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Henry: 

December 16 , 1983 

Due to your illness, you were not able to participate in a discussion I raised at the plenary of the Synagogue Council on December 15 regarding the loan guarantees made some year s ago by the six constituent organizations of the Synagogue Council of America. I appreciated your letter informing me that the loans have now all been paid off and want to congratulate you for your role in seeing to this. 

At the meeting on the 15th, I asked for a determination of the status of the guarantees which I was concerned were not now nullified by the fac t that there is no loan outstanding. Phil Green responded to the effect that indeed , the guarante es still were in place unless nullified by express action of each constituent organization. 

I am writing this letter to you, not only to bring you up to date on this important discussion, but also to notify the executive heads of the other five constituents of what is f elt to be the status of the guarantees . 

I am also recording my sta tement at the meeting, which I felt was accepted, although there was no vote on it, that any further borrowing would have to have the specific and express approval of all six constit uent organization s, or those organizations which do not e xpressly nullify their loan guarantee commitment. 
I would hope that the six organizations will leave the guarantee commitments in place, but I cannot speak for any of them, including my own , as the future of our guarantee will have to wait for the next meeting of our Finance Commi ttee and possibly our Executive Board which will meet in May. In the meantime, I would officially request tha t no loans be made unless the constituent organizations expressly and specifically approve them . 

It was a good meeting. George Gallup was most informative and helpful . We missed you and all hoped for your early return to good h e ~l th . (H / ~ .i A 

1 Shalom, <-),(JC 1viw;{ 
Rabbi J?seph B . Gl°:se~~- . • 

OHICf.MS: 

CC: Rabbis Mordecai Waxman, Alexander Schindler , BenJamin Kreitman, Wolfe Kelma~ Binyamin Walfish, Pinchas Stolper, Mr. Philip Green , Mr. Herbert Berman W. Gunlher Plaul. President 
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Jack Stern, Jr .. Vice President 
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Nashville. TN 

Eugene J Lipman. F mdnc,.,1 Sl'Ctet,uy 
Washing ton. DC 

Ell101 L Stevens Admin1strat1ve Secretary 
NPw York . NY 

S1tJnpy l flr-qnp, E xecutsve Vice Pres1cJ,:,r11 t mentus 
Nc-w Ymk. NY 

Jacob R Marcus Honorary Presiden t 
Cmc1nnat1 OH 
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December 7, 1983 

Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 
21 East 40th Street 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Glaser, 

In response to Rabbi Schindler' s inquiry directed to you regarding 
the status of the Bankers Trust loan to the SCA which was co-signed 
by our constituent agencies, it is my pleasure to' inform you that 
the last payment for $5,000 due on the loan was made on Dec. 1, 
1983. In additi_on, the last payment on the Bank Leumi locin to the 
SCA was also made on Dec. 1st. Therefore, the Synagogue Council 
has no further indebtedness to banks or, may I add, to i ndi vi duals, 
at this time. 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Charles J. Rothschild, Jr. 

December 8, 1983 

I have not heard from Joe Glaser as yet In regard to the Synagogue 

Council but the enclosed crossed my desk this morning. It notes a 

Bankers Trust loan final payment so I do believe we are off the hook, 

1 now nwait ~hearing this officially and will let you know when I hear 

from Joe. 

Regards. 



Rabbi Joseph 8. Glaser 
CCAR 
21 East 40th Street 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Joe: 

November 29, 1983 

Just what is the financial state of the Synagogue Council of America? 
I ask with special reference to that loan guarantee we made several 
years ago. Are there still loans out against that guarantee? If so, 
how long will they be in effect? Our new Chainnan is anxious to know. 

I told him that you were the guiding spirit of the SCA, at least as 
far as we are concerned. 

All the best. 

Sincerely~, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Mr. Charles J. Rothschild, Jr. 



Edith J. Miller 

Al Vorspan 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

October 28, 1983 

1/ At the Counselling Center dinner last night I sat with Gil and Matt -
the name of the SCA came up and Matt asked about our guarantee -- Sil, too, 
would like to know the status .... you recall this situation, I'm sure, when 
the SCA was so desperate for funds. 

2/ Gil also spoke of possible ways we might pay tribute to Honorary Board 
members -- somewhere in the flood of papers I have a note for post-Biennial 
discussion on cha~gjng certificate of appreciation to encompass one being 
named Honorary .... we should also find a way to make something gala of the 
occasion and to pay tribute --- put on your ttrinking cap. 

3/ Matt and Gil asked where you were last night - I said you might well be 
out speaking as you do so often_ .... at any rate, drop Reggie a note - she's 
not well - shingles - has cancelled Houston but was at dinner ..... it was, 
as usual, elegant, not a bad attendance (3 honorees) an not as long as I'd 
hve thought. Note: George Li~bennan very ill, did you know? 



December 1, 1983 

Rabbi Henry Michaelman 
Synagogue Council of America 
10 East 40th Street 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Hanry: 

This is to advise that Charles J. Rothschild, Jr. has 
been elected and installed as Chairman of the UAHC Board 
of Trustees. Mail for Mr. Rothschild should be addressed 
to him at: 

Campus Sweater & Sportswear 
Mack Center Drive 
Paramus, New Jersey 07652 

Donald S. Day our Immediate Past Chairman of the Board 
should be removed from your mailing roster. 

Thank you for your kind attention to this request. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Rabbi Joaeph •• Gluer 
00.Jl 
790 Nadiaon Avaue 
._., York, H.Y. 10021 

Dear Joec 

ihaly 22, 1911 

'!hie le-tur will awu.~ your ntun fzaa OftrNaa. I hope that: you 
will be able to aot on lt eoon after you 9ft l:Mlck to your 4eM an4 
would appnaiau hMrilMJ fZ'CD you at tba1: U.. 

Mat:t -• ukec1 the •ta-. of the .-ranue whiclh hac1 been uncSer-
1:aken in behalf of the Synagope QMmcll of Aaeri.ca. I aon•t n
oall ha'ri.ag 11NB any npor-. OD W. Mitter ancl, U J'O'II kaow, I'ft 
DK been able to -,.t to Mft1np of 1h41 ~ JMc:rua• of OCIDfU.cta. 
:t 1Nde iaquzy of Gll 'l'illu u4 he belle'ftl t:bat 1fhe Cl. ill now ta 
f, Tly9DOclfJ.MMWorderuc!thereianeloa9eraaN4foreuoh 
a vuamtee ma CIGM1:1ment ~Uou. 

Xf t:hia i■ ill4MI! the aitut:ion, I hope that you will make certain 
the fQUIIDtN 1• n\llllfl.a 'l'ben'• DO nuon to JlllinuiD thi• 
turantM if .lt: 1• no 1onc,er nqmn4 by tba sea. 

With awr-,inlen f()r you attention to thle reqast an4 with fond 
gooc!villhee, I• 

•• llat1:hW •• .. •• , Bllq. 
•• Gi.Uael't Ullu 



Ra b b 1 A 1 ex and er ri. S ch i n d 1 er

A 1 Vorspan 

.. April 14, 1981 

After reading your memo on the Synagogue Council, I wonder 
if we might not assign Jerry Davidson to a good Union committee 
or commission. Is there room on the Social Action Commission 
and i f so do you th i n k Jerry ,rn u l d be a good add i ti on ? 0 r 1 

do you think we should ask Jerry if he has any particular 
area of interest. Please let me have your thinking. 

l</J- e __ --

\ 
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IMllEIMl (0) ~AND lUJIMl 
CONFIDENTIAL 

Date_--"A__.p--=r=i=l;;......;:3_.,_,---=l .:;.9,:.;81=------

From ___ """'A~l=b=e=r~t~ Y~o=r- s=p=an=--------------

To Rabbi Alex Schindler 

Copy for information of ___ T_e_d_ B_r_o_i_· d_o_,__; _A_l _ex __ R_o_s_s_,;_ D_o_n_a_l_d_ D_a"""'y"'-'-; _Rab __ b_i_ D_a_v_i_d_ S_a~p=--e_r_s_t __ e ___ i _n __ _ 

Subject ___ S_YN~ A'""G""'"O""""G_UE_ c-"-o-'--uc..;;N"'--C'-'-I=L;c.._.;c.MEc:..;....E..;;:.T=I =NG=-'A=P--'R=I=L:c.._::2=----------------------

You will never believe what happened at the Synag_ogue Council meeting 
last night. It has reaffirmed my belief that it is better not to show 
up there. 

They named a nominating committee, with my name on the list. And then 
Rabbi Walter Wurzburg got up, representing the Rabbinical Council, to 
say that the policy of the RflA with respect to the nominating committee 
is that they will veto the selection of any person who is intermarried 
or any rabbi who officiates at an intermarriage. At this point, I said 
if that is the case, the Union of American Hebrew Co_ngregations will 
veto the imposition of any such policy upon the Council, that we would 
reject any such restriction and that if they persisted in such restric
tion and nonsense, I would withdraw from the nominating committee. 
(Brickner didn't help me very much by yelling out at this point, "Let's 
break up the chm!") 

Lelyveld then made a speech about the official position of the CCAR on 
mixed marriages and pleaded with the Reform group to lean over back
wards to respect the sensibilities of the Orthodox, and all hell began 
to break loose until Wurzburg stood up and said he was sorry he brought 
up the whole thing and that he personally disagrees with it anyway, and 
that he would like the entire discussion expunged from the record. 

I said "Okay" and left. 

P.S. Jerry Davidson 
and disgusted by the 
onto some good Union 
Have you any ideas? 
mishigas. 

was there as a CCAR delegate and he was mystified 
entire operation. I promised him we would get him 
committee which would take advantage of his talents. 
It's crazy for good people to be wasted on such 



NovembeJL 19, 1981 

Rabb.l He.My Mlc.hae.lman 
Synagogue Cou.nc.il 06 Ameltlca 
10 EtUi ;t 40 th S:t.Jc.e.u 
New Yollk, N. Y. 10016 

Ve.alt H e.nlUJ: 

PleaAe a.dd :the 60.Uow.ln.9 people to :the UAHC 
delega:Uon and make .&U/Le they get aLe no:Uc.u, 
bec.aU6e. 1 want to .lnvotve. :them mu.c.h moJr.e. a.c.
t.lvel.y .ln. .the. woll.k 06 the. Syiia.gogue. Council.. 

Mith • Ro.6 e Pea.tr.hrlWttvr. 
460 OvvviU.l Roa_d 
South O1ta.nge., N. J. 01019 

/201/ 763-5803/5859 

Ra.bb,l BeJtnaJuJ. Z.to:towUz 
838 F.l6:th Avenue 
f-Je.1,1J Yotdz., N. Y. 100 21 

249-0100 

The.odone. Blr..o.ldo 
838 F-l6:th Avenue. 
New Y ollk, N • Y. 1 0 O 21 

249-0100 

AV :11.lt 

Coll.diai.ly, 

AibeJLt Voh.Jj pan 
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I MEMORANDUM I 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler D~e November 10, 1981 

Albert Vorspan 

~ \ 

I spoke to Rose Pearlmutter and she would like to represent us 
at the SynagogueC:~of America. I am assured that she will 
carry out this responsibility for us with her usual determination. 

Please arrange to contact her and have a briefing with you, Joe 
and Ted. 

Ted will be the staff member. Rose will be our key lay representative. 

If the SCA people have to be notified at any way, by all means do so. 

ftoo~b-
S __ 07011 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Albert Vorspan 

November 10, 1981 

I spoke to Rose Pearlmutter and she would like to represent us 
at the Synagogue Council of America. I am assured that she will 
carry out this responsibility for us with her usual determination. 

Please arrange to contact her and have a briefing with you, Joe 
and Ted. 

Ted will be the staff member. Rose will be our key lay representative. 

If the SCA people have to be notified at any way, by all means do so. 
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I MEMORANDUM I 
1 

From Theodore K. Broido Date 10/23/81 

To 

Copies 

Subject 

,1n1N 
'1l1il''J 

nn,pnr.i 
ili'',DN.J 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

I am sure that by the time you get this you will have seen Joe 
Glaser's memo of October 14 concerning the Synagogue Council. 

Joe has been talking to me about our need to beef up our representation and to have someone from "staff" take a hand in Synagogue Council matters. I get the impression that he would like me to become more involved. While I am not anxious to sign up as crew on a "drowning ship" I nonetheless agree with Joe that the problem is becoming very serious and we do have a stake either in the Synagogue Council's future or its eventual demise. Our representation to the Council has been weak, particularly since Balfour has left our staff. 

We really ought to talk about it and see where we want to go. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 



Rabbi Herbert M. Baumgard 
Temple Beth Am 
5950 Fl. Kendall Drive 
MilllTli, FL 33156 

Dear Rabbi Baumgard: 

September 24, 1981 

Unfortunately, Rabbi Schindler didn't have an opportunity to 
return your telephone call in regard to the Synagogue Council 
prior to his departure fer f;us tra l i a an d New Zeal and, I do 

want you to know, however, that your request did not go un
heeded. We have today seit a check in the amount of 1500. to 
the SCA. 

With every good wish for the Ne\ Year and warmest regards, I 
am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Joshua Dwork 

September 18, 1981 

The Synagogue Council of America is in difficulty financially. 
I am told they are bankrupt and dues have not been coming in. 
They require funds to cover their payroll and are asking all 
member organizations to do there best to be of assistance. 

I do not know where we stand in t rms of our dues payments to 
the SCA but I'm fairly certain that we are in arrears. Please 
see what we can do to send a dues payment to the SCA. Do the 
best you can on this one. 



May 29, 1981 

Rabbi Bernard J . Mand lbau 
Synagogue council of America 
10 East 40th Street 
New York, NY 10018 

oe r Rabbi Mandelbaum; 

Your memorandum of May 13 in regard to a egistration Program 
of Torah scrolls has be n r erred to me since I have been 
in~e tigating a similar photo copy method of identification 
for possible use among UAHC congregations . 

While I bave a eopy of Henry Weiss ' letter of April 17 to 
Rabbi Teplitz, I did not receiv th "D tails on this Torah 
Registration project" which is described on the application 
form . Since the lett r to Rabbi Teplitz is vague, I would 
n ed much more information b fore I could consider informing 
our affiliated ongregations . 

With appreciation for your prompt response, I am 

Sincer J.y, 

Myron S . Schoen, FTA 

ccr abbi Ale1•and r Schindl .r & Joseph Glaser 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Josh Dwork 

March 25, 1981 

We have received notification from the Synagogue Council of America 
that dues for 1979-80 are still due in the sum of $1,000. They 
have n~so requested 1930-81 dues in the sum of $6,0CO. 

When you can, will you please arrange to make payment on the 
1979--BC balarce in the sum of $1,000. 

Tliank you. 

l 

I 
I 
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL 
OF AMERICA 
10 EAST 40th STREET 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 • (212) 686-8670 

March 23, 1981 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth A venue 
New York, N, Y. 10021 

Dear Alex: 

I have but a brief period before I conclude my presidency of the 
Synagogue Council of America, and a number of matters require 
my attention. 

I fully appreciate the circumstances and many responsibilities of 
the Union ofAmerican Hebrew Congregations. However, the dues 
pich.tre of two of our constituent agencies should be corrected. 

Whereas four of our organizations have already made payments for 
1981, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations still owes us 
$1,000. from 1980. I would personally be very grateful if this 
could be taken care of as soon as possible. Needless to say, even 
a partial payment for 1981 would be a tremendous help at this time. 

My warm personal greetings. 

Sincerely, 

AJL.ilb 
~½~ 

Arthur J. Lelyveld 
enc. 

P.S. A full statement is enclosed. 

cc: Mr . Albert Vorspan 

RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER, President 
Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America 
JULIUS BERMAN, President 
United Synagogue of America 
SIMON SCHWARTZ, President 



SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 432 PARK AVENUE SOUTH• NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016 • (212) 686-8670 

Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld 
President 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President, UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

8 Tishri 5 741 
September 18, 1980 

I received a call from Judith Mischel and then fotmd your note 
when I got to my study. I too find it hard to believe that 
Rabbi Mandelbaum would tell one of the officers of the Synagogue 
Cotmcil that he would have to try to tmSeat her for, of course, 
he knows that both as the representative of the Union and as an 
elected officer of the Synagogue Cotmcil she could not be 
dismissed by simple fiat of the executive vice president. 

I shared the same reaction with Judith and also told her that I 
look foIWard to seeing her at the plenary session on October 8. 
I feel confident that Rabbi Mandelbaum will have this matter 
resolved before that. 

My very cordial greetings . 

AJL:et 

cc: Mrs . Judi th Mis che 1 
Rabbi Bernard Mandelbaum 

! ~,( 'Wd 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld 
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear A lex: 

I appreciate your note about the call you apparently received from Judith 
Mischel. Of course, it is always best to put such matters right on the 
table and get a full picture of the situation. Before giving you the pic
ture of exactly what happened, may I point out that I did not raise some 
$60,000,000 for the Seminary in IT\Y last seven years there and find myself 
pulling the Synagogue Council of America out of an accumulated deficit of 
$300,000 by the end of this year by doing things as stupid as that attributed 
to me. Therefore, the following is what happened: 

1) I called Judy Mis_cheJ and told her of the basic challenge which faces 
me in building up a devoted Plenum and especially an Executive Committee with 
a good group of officers. I pointed out that constituent organizations, sub
ject to many pressures, do not always find it possible to give fullest con
sideration to designating representatives with special interest in the Syn
agogue Council of America. As an example, I described what happened in the 
many conversations with Julie Berman of the Orthodox Uni on-. They appointed 
an Orthodox representative as corresponding secretary by the name of Howard 
Rhine of Brooklyn. It was clear to me that he was not really interested both 
in terms of taking on any special assignments or making any kind of contribu
tion. I discussed this with Mr. Rhine and he himself said I was 100% justi-
fied and I should take it up with Mr. Berman. After two recormiendations as 
possible replacements, Mr. Berman approved of the substitution of a Mr. Joselit, 
Vice President of the Lincoln Square Synagogue. 

I have had similar discussions and exchanges with rabbis and lay people of 
other constituent groups and their executives. 

2) With this same policy, I decided to call Judy Mischel before talking to 
you because I had taken up a related matter with her in June. At that time 
we were faced with an emergency to meet the costs necessary for severing and 
liquidation of the $145,000 annual budget of the Institute for Jewish Policy 
Planning and Research in Washington, which I have now integrated in our reg
ular budget. I told Judy that I was speaking to individual Plenum members 
and especially officers for a possible one time special contribution. She prom
ised to get back to me after discussing it with her husband, but I never heard 
from her. 

(continued) 

432 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 / Telephone: (212) 68&-8670 / NATIONAL OFFICERS: President, Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld / Hon. President, Rabbi Saul I. Teplitz / First 
Vice-President, Rabbi Walter S. Wurzburger / Second Vice-President, Rabbi Mordecai Waxman / Vice-Presidents, Norma U. Levitt / Peter I. Feinberg / Herbert Berman / Recording Secretary, 
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To: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler September 17, 1980 

As an officer, she received an invitation to be a menter of our Covenant of 
Peace Awards dinner on October 30. The invitation made it perfectly clear that 
becoming a member of the committee does not involve any financial commitment 
whatsoever. When she did not respond to this (the other officers did one way 
or another, mostly affirmative), and we did not receive her answer to an invita
tion to our first committee meeting in the Plaza Hotel, I decided it was time 
to have the same conversation with her that I did with the former corresponding 
secretary, Mr. Rhine. 

In the course of the conversation I did point out that we were very grateful 
for her $1,000 contribution for the Cambodian Relief Fund which, of course, was 
not only not a gift to the Synagogue Council of America but involved a budgetary 
expenditure on our part to handle this project. In the light of this generous 
contribution and the conversation that I had with her in June, I repeated the 
request and hope that she could help by subscribing to the dinner. I want to 
be very clear that I put the entire thing in the context of her total partici
pation and evidence of commitment to the Synagogue Council of America. Some-
one in this position should be an involved person - in terms of time, thought 
and financial support, if they are capable of doing so. 

I am sure you will take may word, although you can check with any of the officers, 
that I never talk to any of them about financial contributions if I do not believe 
that they are in a position to do something of some kind and in some way. 

After receiving your letter, I called Judy Mischel to tell her that she should 
not feel it necessary to come to the fund raising meeting today and would she 
please call you and tell you that I gave her such information. When I began to 
read your letter she hung up on me. 

Clearly, we will be guided by your decision in this matter. However, as a col
league and as a person of fairness, you should give consideration to my urgent 
request now that a person of such rude, unfriendly attitude - who has made ab
solutely no constructive contribution to the programs of the SCA and has not 
contributed anything ever to SCA - should not occupy a major office as your rep
resentative. Be assured that I will not speak to her about this and no action 
will, of course, be taken until I hear word from you. 

If we cannot be open, frank and forthright in this season of the year, when then? 

BJM:mr 



/ 

September 15, 1989 

Ra bbi Be rnard Mandelbaum 
- Syn gog ue· Counci 1 of Amerf ca 

4. 2 ark Avenue South 
Now Yor k , L Y. 10016 

Dear Bernie: 

It was surprising to learn that a member of the UAHC de le gation 
t t ,e SCA rec tved c cal l from you seekin g a contr1b~tton to 
th e SCA and in t 1cat1ng 1f sue a cont ribu t ion and " involvement" 
with the SC , ,ms not forthcomin g you wou l d have to ge t '!:;Omeone 
else to r ep resent the U i on. Needless to note, th i s was ve ry 
di. t res s ing to me and I find it h rd to believe that you ou ld 
ma ' e such a st te nt . .fter all, our re presentatives ar e not 
na1 ed y you b t rather by our l eadership. They are sel ected 
to serve because tJey are c n1 J ews who wa nt to be irvolved, 
i n or 1ng toward the goals our comm ntty has set. 

I a . eac.er to ·h a r from you n this connection. 

:i ~h k1nde s· gr e t i ngs ) I am 
I 

! bee: ~ rs. Judith Mischel 
/Al Vorspan 

I 
/ Rabbi Arthur Lelyveld 

\ 

Si ncerely, 

Alexander M. Schfudler 

I I 
I I 

-I ' ', 
\ 

'\ \ 

' : \ 
l 

' \ 

1\ 
, \ 
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A quick note f!om 

RABBI BERN ARD MANDELBAUM 

to RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER 

Dear Alex: 

The enclosed is self-e 
However, it did serve another purpose: 
it reminds me of what I have thought 
many, many times this year: I should 
have the privilege of meeting with you 
to discuss my plans, dreams , and 
frustrations. 

I await word from you for a date that 
would meet with your convenience. 

Cordially, 

~l ·-. 7~ I / 

I 



SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

June 12, 1980 
28 Sivan 5740 

Mr. Dale W. Fields 
ACE Syndicate 
Terminal Box 2782 
Spokane, Washington 9922 0 

Dear Mr. Fie lds: 

Rabbi Schindler's ass istant s e nt me a copy of your letter to him and 
her response to you. 

We all certainly share your deep concern for the welfare of the Ameri
can ho stage s in Iran. Inasmuch as the Synagogue Council of America is 
the coordinating organizatio n for all three groups of the American Jewish 
r e ligious c ommunity on matt e r s o f this kind, I would be happy to follow 
thro ugh on your s ugge stion. However, there a re a number of important 
considerations which I must bring to your attention: 

1. As you know, the Sabbath is the day of p rayer for the 
Jewish community. Thus, in all such announcements 
i.e. when the Americ an p eople expressed prayers on be
half o f the Cambodian refugees - it was a call for 
prayer on Saturday and Sunday. Thus, if the period of 
August 3rd is appropriate, there should be a call for 
prayer on Saturday August 2nd, and Sunday, August 3rd. 

2 . In any such announcement, I suggest that the tone of 
the call to prayer be s omething like the following: 
"We will pray for the we lfare of the hostages and, hope 
f u l ly by that t ime, we wi l l be in a position to express 
thanks for their rele a se ." 

3. To be effective , it s hould have the cooperation of the 
religious groups whic h you suggested in your letter. 
Incidentally, from the point o f view of the Jewish reli
gious community, t h e United Synagogue of America and 
the Union of Americ an Hebrew Congregations, which you men
tion in your l e tter, as well as the Union of Orthodox 
Jewish Congregations of America, whic h you did not men
tion, are all c onstitue nt members of the Synagogue Council 
of America . It would al s o be important to have their re
a ction to the date which you suggest. 

(cont'd) 

432 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016 / Telephone: (212) 68&- 8670 I NATIONAL OFFICERS. President. Rabbi Arthur J Lelyvel d / Hon. President, Rabbi Saul I. Teplitz / First 
v ,co r os,dunt, Rabbt Wal ters Wurzburger / Second V1ce-Pres1dcnt, Rabbi Mordecai Waxman / Vice-Presidents. Norma U. Levitt / Peter I. Feinberg I Herbert Berman I Recording Secretary, 
Jue.Jun M1schel / Corresponding Secrotary, Howard I. Rh111 e , Treasurer , Jeff Shor / Executive Vice-President, Rab bi Bern ard Mandelbaum / Associate Execut ive Vice- President, Rabbi Dan iel F. 
Po li sh / NATI ON AL ADVISORY COUNCI L: Chairman, Matthew B. Rosen haus / NATIONAL SOCIET Y OF PATRONS: Co-Chairmen. Moses Hornstein / Rabbi Irving Lehrman / CONSTITUENT 
ORGAN IZATI ONS: Central Conferen ce of American Rabbis. Rabb, Jerome. R Mal ina. President , Rabbinical Assembly. Rabb1Saut I. Tep/ill , President I Rabbini cal Council of Americ~. Rabbi 
Bernard Rost:nswo,g, President / Union of Amer ican Hebrew Congregations. Rabbi Alexander M . Schin,1/er. President I Union of Orth odox Jewish Congregations ot America, Ju ltus Berman. J. 
Pres,dent / Un iled Synagogue o f Amer ica , Simon Schwartz. Pres iden t / IN ' rl TUTE FOR JEWISH PCLICY PLANNING ANO RESEARCH. 

----· - -- - - ·- - --- ---·--

.., . . , 



Mr. Dale W. Fields 
June 12, 1980 

I know that we hope it will be a call for a Service of Thanksgiving. 

With every good wish, 

BJM:hfe 
cc/Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

! 

Sincerely yotirs ,\ 
I 

t 
1 
:\ 
l 'l ' \ 

I / ) ~ . !V •.vvJ \'-1 \ ,_ 

Bernard J. M~nd~lbaum 
\ 

-2-



. Dale W. Fields 
ACE Syndicate 
T nn1na1 Box 2782 
Spokane. Wash1 ngton 99220 

Dear r. Fields: 

June 10, 1980 

As Rabb1 Schindler 1s out-of-the-countl"Y and not due to return until 
the end of June, I am wr1t1ng to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of June 5. 

I a ta ing the liberty of sharing your letter w1th the Synagogue 
Council of America, the coordinating body or th thre lay and 
rabbinic organization of American Jewry. They should be apprised 
of this call for a special d-.V of prayer for the safer 1 ses of our 
hostages 1n Iran. 

With 1ndest greetings and every good is , I am 

Edith J. 'Hller 
Assistant to the President 

CC: Synagogue Council of America 

bee: Rabbi Bernard Mandelbaum 
Rabbi Balfour Brickner 

I don't have the vaguest idea as to who Mr. Fields 1s or what he 
represents. 

EJM \ 
\ 
I 

( 

\ 



TERM I NAL BOX 2782 , SPOKANE , WASHING T ON 99220 

ACE SYNDICATE 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

DALE W. FIELDS 

ADVERT I St NG 

PUBLIC REL"IIONI 
PROMOTION 

NEWS WRITING 

NE.W~}HOTOGRAPHY 

CARTOONING 

DESIGN 

C"-RPENTERS BUILDING 
W. 120 MISSION "-YE. 

June 5, 1980 

PHONE-ALL HOURS 

(509 ) 327 ·3212 

I am writing for hundreds of persons who are asking that you ask all regional 
officials of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations to make Sunday, 
August 3, the day to pray for the safe release of American hostages in Iran. 

We are writing to the World Council of Churches, the Roman Catholic Churches 
of America, the United Synagogue of America, the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints, the Seventh Day Adventist church and to you as President 
of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 

And we are also writing to President Jimmy Carter and a copy of this letter 
is going to him. We are asking that the President make this day one in 
which he asks all Americans to pray for the safe release of our hostages in 
Iran. 

Please reply and please drop 
because it gives enough time 
newsletters and bulletins to 
for concerted prayer. 

cc: President Jimmy Carter 
brm 

t he President a letter. We chose Augus t 3 
for all churches to announce in their magazines, 
their members that Sunday, August 3, is the day 

~if/ //; . 
Dale W. Fields 
Owner 



Mr. Robert L. dler 
175 est Jackson Blvd . 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 

D cernber 23. 1969 

------ -I have your letter concerning the ~yna ogue Council of 
Americ. 

Needless to aay, we will do what we possibly can for 
the Synagogue Council of Acierica, alt:hou~b it is entirely 
too early for me to prom1ae anyth ; so uch depend 
U?On the budget that ill be availab1£ for ua. 

Warm good wishes. 

Cor ially, 

Alexande-r M. Schindler 

cc: llabbt Maurice N. ieendrath 



.: 

ASSOCIATE AGENCIES, INC. 

December 18, 1969 

Dear Rabbi: 

I just received a copy of Rabbi Brickner's letter 
to Josh Dwork relative to the Synagogue Council of 
America and I want to add my little two cents worth. 
As you know, I feel most keenly on this subject and 
think we really have to rreke the kind of commitment 
that will make the S.C.A. secure. 

As you know, last time around we started late on 
the matter and we had to augment the budgeted figures 
with a "special" allotment from the "miscellaneous" 
area of the budget. 

Now we should recognize that the S.C.A. has come of 
age and we must not treat it shabbily. I cannot 
understand how we cannot allocate an amount equal 
to that budgeted from the NCRAC. 

I am not sure of the procedure but hope this will 
be given every consideration. If there is anything 
I should formalistically be doing, please give the 
courtesy of proper advice. Am I now going in the 
proper channels or should I also write to others about 
this? 

As I mentioned to you, I have undertaken to do the 
same prodding to the other agencies and already have 
a commitment from the United Synagogue. I met with 
Henry Rappaport (then the president) and he agreed 
to obtain better financial support (equal to NCRAC 
support). 



ASSOCIATED AGENCIES.INC . .. .... 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Page 2-

December 18, 1969 

The CCAR is being contacted by Rabbi Blank and 
my next chore is the orthodox. I will keep at 
it but need your help with the U.A.H.C. 

Thanks for your patience and understanding (I hope). 

RLA: bg 



From 

To 

Copies 

Subject 

' 

I MEMORANDUM I 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser 

CONFIDENTIAL 

ufx 
5 

Date June 12, 1978 

Gil's response to my note of May 25 is self-explanatory. It 
appears that your understanding and Gil's do not coincide. 
Does the Research Institute allow for a "cut-off in stages" 
if the money does not develop? 

Incidentally, what Henry indicated to you is not so and ac
cording to my source his is an active candidate both for the 
Memorial Foundation and especially for the American Jewish 
Congress post. 

Please let me have your judgment and let's not make 
mitment. Try to delay matters as much as possible. 
does leave it will give us a good chance to look at 
and see how we want the organization to go. 

{ ,,~-------

any com
If Henry 

the SCA 



RABBJ ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER • UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATJONS 
PRESID ENT 

Mr. Gilbert Tilles 
7600 Jericho Turnpike 
Woodbury, N.X. 11797 

Dear Gil: 

838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 

May 25, 1978 

This is to let you know that I had a long talk ~ith Joe 

Glaser in regard to the SCA budget. I dontt believe the 

matter has to be brought to the June Board meeting. 

With fondest regards, I am 

;:;::::__~ 
Alexander M. Schindler 

~ ~ Lv----~.u 4 
~/4 

tJ~L-,. / 
/ . 



SYNAG RICA 
WASHINGTON OFFICE: 1776 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 (202) 872-1337 

October 25, 1978 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Rabbi Daniel Polish 
Associate Director 

Now that I have assumed my responsibilities as Acting Executive Vice President 
of the Synagogue Council, I want to take this opportunity to assure you that 
I will expend all t he energy and whatever resources I possess on behalf of this 
organization which can play such an important role in American Jewish life. I 
hope t hat, with your help, I can maintain the SCA during this time of transition, 
and help carry out its mandate of representing our shared values and concerns. 

I will be in New York regularly to oversee t he work of our office there. I 
would like to talk with you to learn how the SCA can be of service to the Union, 
and what you think we should be doing at t his time. I will be calling you soon 
to find a time that is convenient for you to meet with me. 

I will be needing your lrelp i n t he period ahead ; I hope I can count on ite 

With my best wishes for the New Year. 

Cordially, 

Ai~~fa~ 
Acting Executive Vice President 

-Vi~-fv 
'\' ~ • J/1/'r , 

1y / WI"" ~ ~lY 
~(}~ ✓ 

DP:ms 

(dictated, but not read) 

432 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10018 / Telephone: (212) 686-8670 / NATIONAL OFFICERS: President, Rabbi Saul I. Teplitz / Hon. President, Rabbi Joseph H. l:ookstein / First 

Vice-President, Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld / Second Vice-President, Rabbi Walter S. Wurzburger / Vice-Presidents, Morris L Levinson / Peter I. Feinberg / Herbert Berman / Recording Secretary, 

Norma Levitt / Corresponding Secretary, E. David Rosen / Treesurer, Jell Shor / Executive Vice-President, Rabbi Henry Siegman / INSTITUTE FOR JEWISH POLICY PLANNING AND 

RESEARCH: Chairman, Philip M. Klutznick I NATIONAL SOCIETY OF FELLOWS: Co-Chairmen, Moses Hornstein / Rabbi Irving Lehrman / CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS: Central 

Conference of American Rabbis, Rabbi Eli Pi/chick, President I Rabbinical Assembly, Rabbi Stanley Rabinowitz, President I Rabbinical Council of America, Rabbi Walter S. Wurzburger, 

President I Union of American Hebrew Congregations, Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President I Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America, Harold Jacobs, President / United 

Synagogue of America, Arthur J. Levine, President. 



Mr. Gilbert Tilles 
7600 Jericho Turnpike 
Woodbury, N.Y. 11797 

Dear Gil: 

May 25, 1978 

This is to let you know that I had a long talk with Joe 
Glaser in regard to the SCA budget. I don't believe the 
matter has to be brought to the J~ne Board meeting. 

With fondest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Mr. Gilbert Tilles 
7600 Jericho Turnpike 
Woodbury, N.Y. 11797 

Dear Gil: 

May 22, 1978 

Thank you for your letter of May 17. I am grateful for the 
detailed information on the 1978-79 Budget of the Synagogue 
Council of America. I will discuss the matter with Joe Glaser 
to determine his view and with that information at hand I 
will know how we are to handle this matter at the ,June Boa.rd 
meeting. 

Many thanks and fondest regards from house to bouse -- and 
a special kiss for Rose. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



THE TILLES INVESTMENT COMPANY 

?600 J er icho Tu rnp i k e, Woodbu ry .NY. 11?9? • 516 ·.J64 ·1200 

May 17, 1978 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

On May 10th, I attended a Synagogue Council Budget 
Committee Meeting with reference to the 1978-79 budget, 
and, quite frankly, I was quite unhappy with the 
presentation. In fact, I voted against the submitted 
document. 

You ought to know that the expenses will increase 
by approximately $130,000.00. It is anticipated that 
this will be somewhat offset by a projected increase 
in income by $95,000.00. 

The principal reason for the 30% increase in the 
expense portion of the budget results from reactivation 
of the Institute. Henry Siegman believes that this new 
life of the Institute will generate a great portion of 
the necessary income. 

Needless to say, I am quite skeptical. I voted 
to turn this budget down on the basis of the fact that 
it is an unrealistic approach. However, I must inform 
you that I stood alone in this negative point of view. 

For the past two years, Henry Siegman, with our 
prodding, has done a good job in keeping the financial 
structure on a sound basis, and the bottom line has 
indicated slight net results in the black. 



THE TILLES INVESTMENT COMPANY 

T600 Jericho Turnpilce, Woodbury .NY JJT9T • 516 ·.J64 ·1200 

Rabbi Schindler - 2 - May 17, 1978 

It might be a good idea to talk to Joe Glaser and 
get his point of view. He was in the affirmative. 
I would like, after your discussion with him, to get 
your feeling as to whether or not this should be 
reported to the Board at the June meeting. 

Always, love and kisses Rhea. 



'------·· - -· ... --

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

memorar1dL1rr1 
to: 

Iron,: 

<latw 

Murnbcrs of the Administration & Budget Cannittee 

l{ai}lJi Jh •11ry S i< :gm:tn 

0-irrniltoc Meeting on Wednesday, May 10th 

May 8, 1978 

In connection with the forthcaning May 10th Ireet ing of the Conn1it t et.-', 

<encJosc~ please find a financial statement · containing information about 

the cu rrent fiscal year•s·experjence, and a proposed budget for the coming 

fjsc.al yr:ar of 1977/78. 

Kindest regards. 

HS:hie 
Enclosures 

. 432 PARK AVENUE SOUTtt, NEW YORK. N.Y. 10016 • Telephone: (212) 686-8670 



I ncome 

Dues 
Cor:gregatic::s 
Federations 
Fo ;.indations 
Indiv i duds 
H.E.W. Grant 
Institut e 
Annual Di ener 
Other Incone 

Total Income 

. Exnenses 

Payroll 
Othe:.- Expenses 

Total Ex;:ie::ses 

Net 

t976-77 

$ 12,000 
12,693 
38,184 
52, 500 

154,137 
5,C95 

107,146 
17,803 

§432,558 

$207,703 
212,459 

$420,162 

$ 12 1396 

3UDGET 
19 77- 76 

$ 28, JO O 
30 ,000 
45,000 
30 ,000 

175,000 

30, 0()0 
100,000 

10 ,000 

$4!+8, O·JO 

$225,303 
210,400 

$435,7 03 

$ 12, 297 

.-',CTlY.L 
9 };ONTHS 

i7 -78 

$ 12,500 
28,178 
32,015 
4,000 

64,435 

21,000 
1.54,300 

2.155.48 

$318,584.23 

' $146,195.46 
147,412.10 

$293,607.56 

$ 24z97fJ.61 

ES7 :I.-:'.l-.TE 
u :.o:,;r:~s 

77 - 73 

-:: '.:'0,500 ,. 
33 ,178 
:3 6 ,0 00 

9 , 800 
114 .436 

31,000 
154,300 

2,600 

$421,014 

$195,118. 30 
185 . 719 . 75 

§380, ii38 . 55 

$ 40,li.5 .45 

$ 28,000 
50 , 000 
.'..O , 000 
30,000 

150,000 

60,000 
155,000 

3,000 

$516,GOO 

$276,464 
235 ,000 

$511,464 

$ 4,536 
. 
> 



.. 
SYNACDGUE COUNCIL OF ArlmRICA 

EXPENSES 

Tc 11 ephonn & Cab 1 es 
M< ic~ Li n1 '/-; & Om rcrences 
O1'1':ic<i Supp] & Stat. 
l'ost.:1gc • 

~1ai I irig S<'l'Vice 
Mat.~:, PliriLo~ •. Plaques 

Budget 
1977-78 

$ ]2,000.00 
11,000.00 
7,000.00 
7,000.00 
:3 ,000. 00 

& Gi !"Ls 1,500.00 
/\ds & ObHs 500 . 00 
Mt~sscngc r Service 500. 00 
Prjnling & PubHcations 24,000. 00 
TraV(➔ l & Fares 22,000 . 00 
Subscriptions & Journals 2,000 . 00 
Clippfog Service 1,000. 00 
Org. Du(:S & Subventions 1,500.00 
Morn . Fnd. f'or Je:w . Cult. 1,000.00 
Pu!JJic Inform1,tion 12,500.00 
Hesl 'arch Fc"es & llonoraria 25,000. 00 
J n terns & F<:J lowships .9, 000. 00 
Hcnt - New York 11,000.00 
Hc11L - Institut(; 8,100.00 
Elcd.rici ty 3,500.00 
l•:qtt i pll1( ' 11L S<;rvice & 

H1,nt.a l 
t•:q11 ipt1J< :J1L J>urhcas()S 

/\11di L irw 

I 11s1i1·:..mcc➔ 

Cost;-; ol' Annual Dinner 

Toi.a] 

I ,000.00 
~ ,!:"°)()0 . 00 
3,::300 . 00 

15,ooo:oo 
500.00 

25,000.00 

$210,400.00 

Total 
Estimate 
1977-78 

$ 13,678.77 
9,174.92 
8,013.19 
7,2.95.71 
1, '.378. 98 

1,472.05 
283.00 
588.08 

11,223.19 
21,582.65 

2,126 . 34 
1,144.53 
1, 005.00 
1,000. 00 
6,754.00 
1,981.00 
6,000.00 

11,000.00 
8,377.00 
3,400.00 

1,000.00 
1,000. ()() 
3,300.00 

11,553.33 
1,000.00 

50_,384.81 

~185 1 719 . :15 

ProJx)sed 
Budget 

]078-79 

$ 13,000.00 
Jl, 000. 00 

8 . (X)O . 00 
0,onn . 00 
2 ,ncxl. no 

1,500.00 
500.0() 
500 . 00 

26,000.00 
22,000 . 00 
2,200 . 00 
1,100.00 
J ,500. 00 
1.000.00 

10,000.00 
15,000.00 
9,000.00 

lJ, 0CX). 00 
8,-100. 00 
3,500.00 

1 , 000. ()() 
8, ;>0ll. 00 
3,:mo.oo 

15,000 . 00 
1,000. 00 

50,000.00 

$235,000.00 



FOUNDED 1926 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERI C A 
432 PARK A VENUE SOOTH----;--Nmo~l-G8+6 • (Z1 2) 686-B'e70 

RECEIPT NO. DATE 

N? 58 55 4/28/77 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
ATT: Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

A - on a/c 1976-77 dues 

/\. (I, 2./... n 

AMOUNT OF 
CONTRIBUTION 

$2,000. 

1 110 s~ 

YOUR GENERO SCONTRIBUTION .. . 

is deeply appreciated. We hope our programs will continue to merit 
your support thus enabling the Synagogue Council of America to 
fulfill its rolJ as-the united voice of Jewish religious life in the United 
States. 

It is the strength that comes from the unity of our Conservative, 
Orthodox and Reform constituents which enables us to serve the 
cause of American Jewry, of Israel, and of world peace. 



C'~1pr,~:, C'):J.i:, 11:\~ 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS 
790 M ADISON AVENUE • NE W YO R K, N. Y. 1 0 0 2 1 • (212) 734-7166 

OFFICERS 

Office of the Executive Vice President 

Mr. Harold Jacobs, President 
U0JCA 
116 East 27 Street 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Harold: 

March 14, 1977 

I heard of a conversation between you and Alex Schindler about the SCA 
guarantee matter, and called Al ex for c l arification. He says that he 
said that the UAHC had not yet · approved the guarantee because of a 
condition upon which their Treasurer is still insisting, i.e., fiscal 
control personnel yet to be provided. But he did not say UAHC wasn ' t 
going to. • 

That condition has now been satisfied, as Rabbi Siegman was authorized 
by the Admini strative And Budget Committee to engage someone. Mr. Ti l les, 
the UAHC Treasurer, to whom I talked this morning, is now satisfied, and 
will recommend the guarantee. You should also know that the UAHC Board 
of Trustees approved the loan guarantee in principle, and authorized the 
President, the Chairman and the Treasurer to execute it when satisfied. 

I trust this c larifies the situation and that your organization's decision 
to approve will stand. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to 
call me. All good wishes. 

Shalom, 

Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser, Chairman 
SCA Administrative And Budget Committee 

JBG/ s / 

cc: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler; Mr. Gilbert Tilles; Rabbi Henry Siegman 

Arlhur J Lelyveld Ptes,denr 
Cleveland Oh,o 

Ely E P1lch1k V1c,1 P11JS1dent 

ShOrl Hills. N J 
Max A Shapiro, Recording Secretary 

M1nneapol1s, Minn. 
Juhan Morgt>nste1 n. Hl1nora1 y President 

Macon Ga 
Joseph B Glaser. E:icecut, ve v,ce Prds,dent 

New York NY 
Allred Wolf . Treaswu 

Los Angeles. Ca 
Jordan Pearlson, Financial Sec;retary 

Toronto. Canada 
Sidney L Rugne, liwcvtive V, c.e Pre~,aL~nt tmt~1,1.,5 

New York . N Y 
Elhol L Stevens. A<1mm1strat1ve SPctt'/d1 y 

New York NY. 
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SCA called - one of the forms enclosed is a personal 

finance statement - not correct for this matter - bank 

wants an annual financial statement from UAHC ...... . 



Gil called, unhappy about this letter -- he 
wants you to be sure that it is understood 
he said he would reconnnend our signing if 
5 out of 6 organizations agree to do so. 

actually that is said in the 1st paragraph .... 
it just gets unclear as you read and one might 
think Gil said O.K. we go, he made it clear to 
them he does not speak for the Union in giving 
approval, he merely reconnnends. 
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alexander: 

January 10 , 1977 

CELEBRATING SCA'S 50th 
ANNIVERSARY AND THE 
AMERICAN BICENTENNIAL 

At Wednesday 's meeting of the Executive Carmittee , your agency 1s repre
sentative to the Administrative and Budget Corrrnittee expressed his satis
faction with our fiscal planning for the current budgetary year, and will 
recomnend that your organization guarantee the loan to the Synagogue 
Council of America in the amount of $25 ,000. 

It is understood that the Synagogue Council of America will not process 
the loan unless at least five out of our six agencies join in securing 
the loan. 

With this understanding in mind, and because we are so urgently in need of 
these funds, may I ask that your organization fill in the enclosed fonns. 
I repeat that the Synagogue Council of America will not proceed with the 
processing of the loan unless five out of six agencies join in the guar
antee. 

We will also be sending you under separate cover a legal instrument to be 
signed by the agencies guaranteeing the loan. Since the bank - in the 
unlikely event of default by the SCA - can theoretically collect up to 
$25 ,000 from any one of our agencies , this legal instrument provides 
that if the default is less than the full amount of the loan, our agen
cies undertake to repay the bank on a pro-rata basis. This will prevent 
the collection by the bank of a larger amount from any one of the signa
tory agencies , thus limiting your liability even beyond the $25,000 that 
you are signing for. 

With many thanks for the support that you and your organization have given 
us during this difficult period , and with warm good wishes , I am, 

JHL:jk 
cc: Gilbert Tilles 

encl . 

Sincerely yours, 

Ra~ lDokstein 
President 



PERSONAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

NAME __________________ ____ ______________________ _ 

ADDRESS _______________________________ _ _ _ _______ _ 

To BANKERS TRUST (OMPANY, NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Statement of the financial condition of the undersigned as of the ____ day of-----------, 19 __ . 

PleaJe UJe the U'ord "none" where no amount iJ to be entered 

ASSETS LIABILITIES 

Cash (Schedule A) $ Notes Payable Banks (Schedule A) $ 

Stocks and Bonds ( Schedule B) Notes Payable to Relatives 

Accounts and Notes Receivable : Notes Payable to O~hers 

Due from relatives and friends Accounts Payable 

Due from others - good Federal & State Income Taxes Payable 

Doubtful Other Accrued Taxes & Interest 

Real Estate Owned (Schedule C) Mortgages Payable (Schedule C) 

Mortgages Owned (Schedule D) Installment Contracts Payable 

Cash Surrender Value Life Insurance 
Other Liabilities ( including credit card, 

( Schedule E) ::

0

v~'.~~~g cre01c anct cnarge accouncs, 

Other assets (itemize) : 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 

NET WORTH 

TOTAL $ TOTAL $ 

Amount of Assets Pledged $ Amount of Liabilities Secured $ 

Annual Income: Salary $·---------~ees or Commissions $ __________ Other $, _________ _ 

Business or Occupatio Name of Employer _____________________ _ 

Are you a partner or officer in any other business or venture? __________________________ _ 

Marital status, _____________________________ ~,g~---------------

Are there any unsatisfied judgments or legal actions pending against you? ______________________ _ 

Have you ever gone through bankruptcy or made a general assignment? __ _ 

SECURED OBLIGATIONS SUBJECT To UNIFORM COMMERCIAL CODE 

We have signed ( or authorized) financing statements in which we appear as DEBTOR, as follows: 

Name of Creditor Date and Place of Filing 

PleaJe fill in all JCheduleJ and Jign the agreement 011 inJide ( over) 



CONTINGENT LIABILITIES: As endorser or co-maker ___________________________ _ 
On receivables discounted or sol~ ____________________ As guarantor ____________ _ 

On leases, mortgages or contracts Unsettled claims ___________ _ 

Other (itemize) 

Schedule A CASH BALANCES AND BANK LOANS 

Name of Bank 
Statement Date Method of Borrowing 

Cash Balance Amount Owing ( Unsecured, Guaranty, Collateral) 

Cash on Hand 
TOTALS AS PER ST A TEMENT 

Schedule B STOCKS AND BONDS 

Present If Pledged Shares Name of Security In Name of Market 
or Bonds Value State to Whom 

U. S. Governments, series -

Schedule C REAL ESTATE OWNED 

Location, Type of Property Recent Mortgage 
Title in Name of Cost Appraised and Date Acquired 

Value Amount Due 

Are there any other liens against any of the above property? 

Are there any mortgage payments, interest or taxes in arrears? 

Schedule D REAL ESTATE MORTGAGES OWNED 

Type of Lien ( 1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc.) Mortgagee of Record Original Present Maturity Location and Type of Property Amount Amount 

Are there any principal payments, interest or taxes in arrears? Are there any unrecorded assignments? 

Schedule E UFE INSURANCE 

Face Amount Name of Company Beneficiary Type of Cash Loans 
Policy Value Against Policy 

Are any of the above policies assigned except for loans as shown? 

I 



To BANKERS TRUST COMPANY, NEW YORK, N. Y. 
To induce you from time to time to extend, continue or renew financial accommodations upon the direct or indirect obligation of 

the undersigned, the undersigned represents and warrants that the foregoing financial statement sets forth all of the assets and liens 
thereon, and all of the liabilities, direct and contingent, of the undersigned, and agrees that: 

1. You may rely upon the foregoing financial statement as continuing to be substantially correct in each and every particular 
unless and until the undersigned informs you in writing to the contrary. 

2. All property of the undersigned of every description, including, but not limited to, the balance of every account of the 
undersigned now or hereafter in your possession or custody or maintained with you for any purpose, including safekeeping or pledge, 
shall be held by you subject to a lien and a security interest for any and all liabilities of the undersigned to you, direct or contingent, 
joint, several or independent, now or hereafter existing. 

3. If it shall appear that the financial report referred to above or the representations and information set forth above are not true 
or are incomplete in any respect, or if an adverse change shall occur in the financial condition of the undersigned, or if it shall appear 
that any representation or statement as to the financial condition of the undersigned set forth in any other statement or communication 
of the undersigned to the Bank is not true or is incomplete in any respect, or upon the nonpayment when due of any of the liabilities of 
the undersigned or of any other person (hereinafter referred to as "such other person") who is liable as endorser, guarantor, maker, 
drawer or issuer of any of the liabilities of the undersigned or any commercial paper or other obligation in any form held or owned 
by the Bank and to which the undersigned is a party or with respect to which the undersigned has any liability, or upon the failure of 
the undersigned to deposit with the Bank such additional collateral as may from time to time be demanded by the Bank, or upon the 
failure of the undersigned to insure in favor of and to the satisfaction of the Bank any property of the undersigned, or upon the death 
or insolvency of, or any loss by fire, burglary or holdup of, the undersigned or any such other person, or upon suspension of business of 
the undersigned or any such other person, or upon the undersigned or any partner of the undersigned ( if a partnership) being expelled 
from or suspended by any securities or commodity exchange, or upon the issuance of any warrant of attachment against any of the 
property of the undersigned or of any such other person, or upon the making by the undersigned or any such other person of an assign
ment for the benefit of creditors, or upon a trustee or receiver being appointed for the undersigned or any such other person or for any 
of the property of the undersigned or of any such other person, or upon any proceeding being commenced by or against the undersigned 
or any such other person under any bankruptcy, reorganization, arrangement of debt, insolvency, readjustment of debt, receivership, 
liquidation or dissolution law or statute, or upon the commencement of foreclosure proceedings against any property of the undersigned 
or any such other person, or upon the commencement of any proceeding under, or the use of any of the provisions of Article 52 of the 
New York Civil Practice Law and Rules by any judgment creditor of the undersigned or any other party with relation to any property 
or money of the undersigned or any such other person, or upon the taking possession by any governmental authority or any court at the 
instance of any governmental authority of any substantial part of the property of undersigned or of any such other person, or if the 
undersigned or any accountant for the undersigned fails to permit the Bank to inspect any of the books of account of the undersigned 
when so requested either orally or in writing, or if the Bank is compelled to return any check or other order for the payment of money 
drawn by or on behalf of the undersigned against the account of the undersigned in the Bank or in any other bank because of the 
insufficiency of the balance in said account, or in the event of a transfer, assignment, mortgage or pledge of any property, merchandise, 
accounts or assets of the undersigned or of any such other person to any person other than the Bank, as security or otherwise, so as 
materially to affect the ability of the undersigned or of such other person to pay all claims or demands against it, him or them, - then 
and in any such event, and at any time thereafter, (a) the Bank may, without notice to the undersigned or to any other person, make 
all the liabilities of the undersigned immediately due and payable, without notice, presentment or demand of payment, all of which are 
hereby expressly waived, and whether or not said liabilities or any of them shall have become due and payable by the terms of the 
instrument or instrument creating or evidencing said liabilities, and ( b) the Bank shall have the right from time to time to seH, resell, 
assign and deliver all or any part of the property of the undersigned at any brokers' board or exchange, or at public or private sale 
for cash, upon credit or for future delivery, and in connection therewith may grant options, all without advertisement or notice, except 
as shall be required by applicable statute and cannot be waived . 

Dated: New York, N. Y. 

the _____ day of __________ ~ 19 __ 

F 2897A- ABC 4-72 



LIMITED GUARANTY 

In consideration of financial accommodations given or to be given or continued to .. ... ... .. .. .. ...... .. ....... .. .... ......... .. ... ......... . . 
... ... ... ........... .. .. ... ............. ..... .. .... .. .... ....... .... .... .. .. .... , herein called "Borrower", by BANKERS TRUST COMPANY, NEW YORK, 
N . Y. , having branch offices in London, England, herein called "Bank", the undersigned irrevocably and unconditionally 
guarantee to the Bank, payment when due, whether by acceleration or otherwise, of any and all liabilities of the Borrower 
to the Bank, together with all interest thereon and all attorneys' fees, costs and expenses of collection incurred by the Bank 
in enforcing any of such liabilities and/ or the terms hereof, to any principal amount, not exceeding ..................................................... . 
........................................................................ Dollars ($ ....................... . ) in the aggregate at any one time outstanding. 

The term "liabilities of the Borrower" shall include all 
liabilities, direct or contingent, joint, several or independent, 
of the Borrower now or hereafter existing, due or to be
come due to, or held or to be held by, the Bank for its 
own account or as agent for another or others, whether 
created directly or acquired by assignment or otherwise. In 
the event that the Borrower is a partnership, the term 
"liabilities of the Borrower" as used herein shall include 
all liabilities of any successor partnership or partnerships 
to the Bank, direct or contingent, joint, several or indepen
dent, now or hereafter existing, due or to become due to, 
or held or to be held by, the Bank, whether created directly 
or acquired by assignment or otherwise. 

The undersigned waive notice of acceptance of this 
guaranty and notice of any liability to which it may apply, 
and waive presentment, demand of payment, protest, no
tice of dishonor or nonpayment of any such liabilities, suit 
or taking other action by the Bank against, and any other 
notice to, any party liable thereon ( including the under
signed). 

The Bank may at any time and from time to time 
( whether or not after revocation or termination of this 
guaranty) without the consent of, or notice ( except as shall 
be required by applicable statute and cannot be waived) 
to, the undersigned, without incurring responsibility to the 
undersigned, without impairing or releasing the obligations 
of the undersigned hereunder, upon or without any terms or 
conditions and in whole or in part: 

( 1) change the manner, place or terms of payment, and/ 
or change or extend the time of payment of, renew or alter, 
any liability of the Borrower, any security therefor, or any 
liability incurred directly or indirectly in respect thereof, 
and the guaranty herein made shall apply to the liabilities 
of the Borrower as so changed, extended, renewed or altered ; 

( 2) sell, exchange, release, surrender, realize upon or 
otherwise deal with in any manner and in any order any 
property by whomsoever at any time pledged or mortgaged 
to secure, or howsoever securing, the liabilities hereby 
guaranteed or any liabilities ( including any of those here
under) incurred directly or indirectly in respect thereof or 
hereof, and/ or any offset thereagainst; 

(3) exercise or refrain from exercising any rights 
against the Borrower or others ( including the under
signed) or otherwise act or refrain from acting; 

( 4) settle or compromise any liability hereby guaran
teed, any security therefor or any liability (including any 
of those hereunder) incurred directly or indirectly in re
spect thereof or hereof, and may subordinate the payment 
of all or any part thereof to the payment of any liability 
( whether due or not) of the Borrower to creditors of the 
Borrower other than the Bank and the undersigned; and 

( S) apply any sums by whomsoever paid or howsoever 
realized to any liability or liabilmes of the Borrower to the 
Bank regardless of what liability or liabilities of the 
Borrower remain unpaid. 

No invalidity, irregularity or unenforceability of all or 
any part of the liabilities hereby guranteed or of any 
secunty therefor shall affect, impair or be a defense to this 
guaranty, and this guaranty is a primary obligation of the 
undersigned. 

This guaranty is a continuing one and all liabilities to 
which it applies or may apply under the terms hereof 
shall be conclusively presumed to have been created in 
reliance hereon. As to each of the undersigned, this guar
anty shall continue until written notice of revocation 
signed by such undersigned, or until written notice of the 
death of such undersigned shall in each case have been 
a.ctually received by the Bank, notwithstanding a revoca
tion by, or the death of, or complete or partial release for 
any cause of, any one or more of the remainder of the 
undersigned, or of the Borrower or of anyone liable in 
any manner for the liabilities hereby guaranteed or for the 
liabilities ( including those hereunder) incurred directly 

or indirectly in respect thereof or hereof, and notwith
standing the dissolution, termination or increase, decrease 
or change in personnel of any one or more of the under
signed which may be partnerships. No revocation or 
termination hereof shall affect in any manner rights arising 
under this guaranty with respect to (a) liabilities which 
shall • have been created, contracted, assumed or incurred 
prior to receipt by the Bank of written notice of such 
revocation or termination or (b) liabilities which shall have 
been created, contracted, assumed or incurred after receipt 
of such written notice pursuant to any contract entered 
into by the Bank prior to receipt of such notice; and the 
sole effect of revocation or termination hereof shall be to 
exclude from this guaranty liabilities thereafter arising 
which are unconnected with liabilities theretofore arising or 
transactions theretofore entered into. 

All notices provided to be given to the Bank herein shall 
be sent by registered or certified mail, return receipt re
quested . 

Any and all rights and claims of the undersigned against 
the Borrower or any of its property, arising by reason of any 
payment by the undersigned to the Bank pursuant to the 
provisions of this guaranty, shall be subordinate and subject 
in right of payment to the prior payment in full of all lia
bilities of the Borrower to the Bank. 

The Bank at all times and from time to time shall have 
the right to require the undersigned to deliver to the Bank 
as security for the liabilities of the undersigned hereunder, 
collateral security, original or additional, satisfactory to the 
Bank. 

All property of the undersigned shall be held by the 
Bank subject to a lien and a security interest in favor of 
the Bank, as security for any and all liabilities of the under
signed to the Bank. The term "property of the undersigned" 
shall include all property of every description, now or 
hereafter in the possession or custody of or in transit to 
the Bank for any purpose, including safekeeping, collection 
or pledge, for account of the undersigned, or as to which 
the undersigned may have any right or power. The balance 
of every account of the undersigned with, and each claim 
of the undersigned against, the Bank existing from time to 
time, shall be subject to a lien and subject to be set off 
against any and all liabilities of the undersigneJ to the Bank, 
and the Bank may at any time or from time to time at its 
option and without notice appropriate and apply toward the 
payment of any of such liabilities the balance of each such 
account of the undersigned with, and each such claim of the 
undersigned against, the Bank. The Bank may at any time 
and from time to time, without notice, transfer into its own 
name or that of its nominee any of the property of the 
undersigned. 

Upon the happening of any of the following events: the 
death or insolvency (however evidenced) of the Borrower 
or any person (including the undersigned) who is liable 
directly or indirectly in respect of any of the liabilities of 
the Borrower, or an adverse change in the financial condi
tion of the Borrower or any aforesaid person, or suspension 
of business of the Borrower or any aforesaid person, or the 
issuance of any warrant, process or order of attachment, 
garnishment or other lien and/or the filing of a lien as a 
result thereof against any of the property of the Borrower 
or any aforesaid person, or the making by the Borrower 
or any aforesaid person of an assignment for the benefit 
of creditors, or a trustee or receiver being appointed for 
the Borrower or any aforesaid person or for any property 
of any of them, or any proceeding being commenced by 
or against the Borrower or any aforesaid ferson under any 
bankruptcy, reorganization, arrangement o debt, insolvency, 
readjustment of debt, receivership, liquidation or dissolu
tion law or statute, or it appears that any representation in 
any financial or other statement of the Borrower or any 
aforesaid person, delivered to the Bank by or in behalf of 
the Borrower or such person, is untrue or incomplete, or if 
the Bank deems itself insecure-then and in any such event, 
and at any time thereafter, the Bank may, without notice 
to the Borrower or any aforesaid person, make the liabilities 



of the Borrower to the Bank, whether or not then due, 
immediately due and payable hereunder as to the under
signed, and the Bank shall be entitled to enforce the obli
gations of the undersigned hereunder. 

Upon nonpayment when due of any of the liabilities of 
the Borrower or the undersigned to the Bank, the Bank 
shall have the right from time to time, without advertise
ment or demand upon or notice to the Borrower or the 
undersigned or right of redemption except as shall be re
quired by applicable statute and cannot be waived, to sell, 
re-sell, assign, transfer and deliver all or part of said prop
erty of the undersigned, at any brokers' board or exchange 
or at public or private sale, for cash or on credit or for 
future delivery, and in connection therewith may grant 
options and may impose reasonable conditions such as re
quiring any purchaser of any stock so sold to represent that 
such stock is purchased for investment purposes only. Upon 
each such sale the Bank, unless prohibited by provision of 
any applicable statute which cannot be waived, may pur
chase all or any part of said property being sold, free from 
and discharged of all trusts, claims, right of redemption 
and equities of the undersigned. 

In the case of each such sale, or of any proceedings to 
collect any liabilities of the undersigned to the Bank, the 
undersigned shall pay all costs and expenses of every kind 
for collection, sale or delivery, including reasonable attor
neys' fees, and after deducting such costs and expenses from 
the proceeds of sale or collection, the Bank may apply any 
residue to pay any of such liabilities of the undersigned, 
who shall continue liable for any deficiency, with interest. 

If claim is ever made upon the Bank for repayment or 
recovery of any amount or amounts received by the Bank 
in payment or on account of any of the liabilities of the 
Borrower and the Bank repays all or part of said amount 
by reason of (a) any judgment, decree or order of any 
court or administrative body having jurisdiction over the 
Bank or any of its property, or (b) any settlement or com
promise of any such claim effected by the Bank with any 
such claimant ( including the Borrower), then and in such 
event the undersigned agree that any such judgment, decree, 
order, settlement or compromise shall be binding upon the 
undersigned, notwithstanding any revocation hereof or the 
cancellation of any note or other instrument evidencing any 
liability of the Borrower, and the undersigned shall be 
and remain liable to the Bank hereunder for the amount 
so repaid or recovered to the same extent as if such amount 
had never originally been received by the Bank. 

Any acknowledgment or new promise, whether by pay
ment of principal or interest or otherwise and whether by 
the Borrower or others ( including the undersigned), with 
respect to any of the liabilities of the Borrower shall, if 
the statute of limitations in favor of the undersigned against 
the Bank shall have commenced to run, toll the running of 
such statute of limitations and, if the period of such statute 
of limitations shall have expired, prevent the operation of 
such statute of limitations. 

The Bank shall not be bound to take any steps necessary 
to preserve any rights in any of the property of the under
signed against prior parties who may be liable in connection 
therewith, and the undersigned hereby agrees to take such 

steps. The Bank may nevertheless at any time (a) take any 
action it may deem appropriate for the care or preservation 
of such property or of any rights of the undersigned or the 
Bank therein, (b) demand, sue for, collect or receive any 
money or property at any time due, payable or receivable 
on account of or in exchange for any property of the under
signed, ( c) compromise and settle with any person liable 
on such property, or ( d) extend the time of payment or 
otherwise change the terms thereof as to any party liable 
thereon, all without notice to, without incurring responsi
bility to, and without affecting any of the liabilities here
under of, the undersigned. The undersigned shall pay to the 
Bank all costs and expenses, including filing fees and at
torneys' fees, incurred by the Bank in connection with the 
custody, care, preservation or collection of any of the prop
erty of the undersigned or in seeking to enforce any of the 
liabilities or obligations of the undersigned hereunder. 

The Bank shall have the right, at any time and from 
time to time, without notice, to ( i) transfer into its own 
name or that of its nominee any of the property of the under
signed; (ii) notify any obligor on any of such property to 
make payment to the Bank of any amounts due thereon; 
and/ or (iii) take control of any proceeds of any of such 
property. 

No delay on the part of the Bank in exercising any of 
its options, powers or rights, or partial or single exercise 
thereof, shall constitute a waiver thereof. No waiver of 
any of its rights hereunder, and no modification or amend
ment of this guaranty, shall be deemed to be made by the 
Bank unless the same shall be in writing, duly signed on 
behalf of the Bank, and each such waiver, if any, shall 
apply only with respect to the specific instance involved, 
and shall in no way impair the rights of the Bank or the 
obligations of the undersigned to the Bank in any other 
respect at any other time. 

The undersigned waive the right of trial by jury in · the 
event of any litigation between the parties hereto in respect 
of any matter arising under this guaranty and agree that, 
should the Bank bring any judicial proceedings in relation 
to any such matter, the undersigned will not interpose any 
counterclaim or setoff of any nature. 

This guaranty and the rights and obligations of the 
Bank and of the undersigned hereunder shall be governed 
and construed in accordance with the law of the State of 
New York; and this guaranty is binding upon the under
signed, his, their or its executors, administrators, successors 
or assigns, and shall inure to the benefit of the Bank, its 
successors or assigns. In the event that the Bank brings any 
action or suit in any court of record of New York State or 
the Federal Government to enforce any or all liabilities of 
the undersigned hereunder, service of process may be made 
upon the undersigned by mailing a copy of the summons 
to the undersigned at the address below set forth. 

The undersigned, if more than one, shall be jointly and 
severally liable hereunder and the term "undersigned" 
wherever used herein shall mean the undersigned or any 
one or more of them. Anyone signing this guaranty shall 
be bound hereby, whether or not anyone else signs this 
guaranty at any time. The term "Bank" includes any 
agent of the Bank acting for it. 

Dated: .... ......... .................. ..... .. .... ........ .... .. .. ........ , 19 ......... . 

P2882C 
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(Address) 

(Address) 

(Address) 
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF A CELEBRATING SCA'S 501h 
ANNIVERSARY AND THI!:• 
AMERICAN BICENTENNIAL 

memorandum 
to: 

from: 

subjeet: 

date: 

SCA Executive Conmittee 

)11 ?)jv U/ : I 
"f'> • · 1 

Samuel Brochstein, Treasurer 

Financial Report 

January 4, 1977 

· The following figures constitute a surrmary financial statement f~r the'.).._ r __ 
six-m::mth period of July 1 to December 3+, 1976 ~ C)/ -

( /;' I .Estimate Budget 

\\ if 1 
~ 1/;, I Income 

Expenses 

Deficit 

168,515 ' 
194,212 

25,697 

224,500 
186,424 

While expenses are within our budgetary projections ' (we overspent by 
approximately $7,800, an am:mnt that should be made up in the second 
half of the year, since we will not be paying the salary of Institute 
Director), income fell short of our budgetary projections by $60,000. 
The actual deficit incurred was $25,700. 

Because all of our planned fund-raising activities are scheduled for the· 
second half of the fiscal year (we had virtually no fund-raising of any 
kind the first six rronths because we were without a Director of Develop
ment), we should have little difficulty in balancing the current year's 
budget. 

In addition to the $63,000 in new pledges that are due during this period; 
fund-raising activities for the second half of the year include a parlor 
meeting (National Society of Patrons) to be hosted by Rabbi Joseph H. Look
stein in New York on January 13; a luncheon (National Society of Patrons) 
to be co-hosted by Jacob Arvey, Moses Hornstein, Matthew Rosenhaus in 
Miami ' Beach on February 3; and a major Interreligious Award Dinner honoring 
Vice President Rockefeller on M..ay 9. We will also set dates for parlor 
meetings in Palm Beach, Great Neck, Tenafly, Chicago and Detroit before 
the end of the fiscal year. 

. .... continued 

, I 
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'ID: SCA Executive Cannittee January 4, 1977 

During these caning IIDnths, we also expect to launch a new campaign for 
congregational support, for which Temple Ema.nu-El of Great Neck and 
FaiITOOunt Tanple in Cleveland should serve as rrodels. 'l\ro of our r abbin
i cal agencies have designated carmittees to v.ork with us on this long-range 
project, and we expect other agencies to follow suit. 

In long-range te:qns, the developnent of congregational support may turn out 
to be t he s ingle IIDSt important element in the C..ouncil's fi scal stabi lity. 
It will undoubtedly take sane time to rrobilize a significant number of 
congregations that w~ll contribute r egularly tu the Counci l, and it i s a 
task that will require the attention of a full-time staff person. That i s 
one of the rm.jor reasons that our Planning Carmittee, headed by Peter Feinberg , 
U+ged that our agencies and individuals underwrite a 2-3 year loan of $300 ,000 
to t he Council. The whole point of this loan is to give t he Council the 
necessar y breathing space, as well as the resources, to build a sound finan
cial structure. 

In light of tqe above - and considering the fact that as of January 1977 
our agencies have not as yet taken the necessary actions to secure the loan -
I consider the expectation of the Administrative and Budget Camri.ttee that 
t he Council repay part of the loan by July of 1977 to be unrealistic and 
cont rary to the objectives the Planning Carmittee had in mind. 

At t heir last meeting on December 8th, our Officers recarmended that a sep
arat e development budget, specifically related to f1µ1d-raising needs and 
ant i c ipated new income, be suanitted to the Administrative and Budget Can
mi ttee and to the Executive Coornittee for their approval once the l oan has 
been secured. 

In t he meantime, I can report to you that despite the delay in obtaining the 
loan that we so desperately need, and the delay in launching a canprehensive 
development program, we expect to operate in the black during the current 
fiscal year, and, hopefully, will be able to show a IIDdest surplus. This i s 
so because the staff and program of the Council have been cut to the bone, 
a situation that is good neither for the Council nor for American Jewish 
life . It is my hope that next year's budget will pennit the Council to 
r einstate vital services and programs. 



10016 

cc: 

ro 
I 

be 

11 
y 

ouch 
he 
will 

our 

t • r ~IU'<l, 

u our 
30 schedu 

year. 
1th the 
llocat or 

r Hap y Cbanukah. I 

/ 



1776 1926 1976 
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Decenber 14 , 1976 

Enclosed is a copy of a revised budget for the current fiscal year . 
The budget is the result of revisions made by the newly appointed 
Administrative and Budget Comnittee, and also approved by the Plenum 
at its Decenber 8th meeting . 

CELEBRATING SCA'S 50th 
ANNIVERSARY AND THE 
AMERICAN BICENTENNIAL 

Since our member agencies had decided that their guarantee of a bank 
loan to the Synagogue Council of America is conditioned by a review of 
the Council's budget by the Administrative and Budget Comnittee, I now 
write to you once again to request that you execute the fonns that we 
sent you. 

The budget review process has taken longer than was anticipated, and 
our need for the loan is rrore urgent than ever. I hope, therefore, 
that your agency will act on this matter without delay . 

May I also bring to your attention the recorrmendation that our agencies 
increase their dues to the Synagogue Council of America from $3,000 to 
$6,000 per year . This is an essential aspect of our return to respon
sible fiscal planning, and I trust that your agency will approve the 
increase, if it has not already done so. 

Your support and assistance during this difficult period for the Syna
gogue Council of America is deeply appreciated. 

With wann personal regards, 

jhl:jk 
encl. 

Sincerely, 

1 Joseph H. I.ookstein 
President 

432 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 / Telephone: (212) 686-8670 I NATIONAL OFFICERS: President, Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein ! Hon. President, Rabbi Irwin M. Blank / First 
Vice-President, Rabbi Saul I. Teplitz / Second Vice-President. Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld / V1ce-Pres1dents, Harry W. Baumgarten / Morris L. Levinson / Philip Greene / Recording Secretary, 
Norma Levitt / Treasurer , Samuel Brochstein / Executive Vice-President, Rabbi Henry Siegman / INSTITUTE FOR JEWISH POLICY PLANNING AND RESEARCH: Chairman. Philip M. 
Klutznick / Ql(ector. Ira Silverman / NATIONAL SOCIETY OF FELLOWS: Co-Chairmen. Moses Hornstein / Rabbi Irving Lehrman / CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS: Central Conference of 
American Rabbis, Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld, President I Rabbinical Assembly, Rabbi Stanley Rabinowitz, President I Rabbinical Council of America, Rabbi Waller Wurzburger, President / Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations, Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President I Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America, Harold Jacobs, President / United Synagogue of America , 
Arthur J. Levine, President 



SYNAGOGUE OOUNCIL OF AMERICA 

STATEMENI' OF INCOME AND EXPENSES 

IN<n.m 

Dues Income 
Cbngregation Donations 
Federations and Welfare Funds 
Foundations and Cbrporations 
Individual IX>nations 
Ibnations to Institute 
H. E. W. Grant 
Annual Dinner Income 
Bicentennial Celebration Receipts 
Expense Reimbursements 
Other Income 
Other Dinners 
Jerusalem Peace Foundation 

TOI'AL INro.fil 

IBSS: EXPENSES 

Payroll and Payroll Expenses 
Program Expenses (Per Schedule) 
International Peace Cblloquium 

'IDl'AL EXPENSES 

.,, 

1974-75 

$ 12,500.00 
9,466.69 

33,575.00 
27,250.00 

240,595.50 

68,780.00 
28,195.00 

6,930.72 
5,035.72 

16,877.16 
70,010.26 

519,216.05 

177,264.36 
228,305.88 
70,863.46 

476,433.70 

1975=76 

$ 10,250.00 
9,696.56 

43,760.20 
24,750.00 

167,565.60 

50,161.87 
32,595.00 
6,990.00 

10,361.30 
5,198.96 

361,329.49 

235,759.63 
212,305.94 

448,065.57 

Budget 
1976-77 

$ 28,000.00 
50,000.00 
40,000.00 
80,000.00 

175,000.00 
50,000.00 
16,000.00 
50,000.00 

10,000.00 

499,000.00 

202,000.00 
170,850.00 

372,850.00 

December 6, 1976 

• 



SYNAGCXIDE OXJNCIL OF AMERICA 

PROORAM EXPENSES 

Telephone and Cables 
Meetings and Luncheons 
Office Supplies and Stationery 
Postage 
Mailing Service 
Mats, Photos, Plaques & Gifts 
Ads and Obits 
Messenger Service 
Printing and Publications 
Travel and Fares 
Subscriptions and Journals 
Clipping Service 
Organization Dues and Subventions 
Merrnrial Foundation for Jew. Culture 
Public Infonmtion 
Fees, Honoraria, Research 
Fellowships & Interns 
Rent - New York 
Rent • • Institute 
Electricity and Water 
Equipment Service and Rental 
Equipment Purchases 
Auditing 
Interest 
Insurance 
C.Osts of Annual Dinner 
Miami Fund Raising 

'IDTALS 

1975-76 

$ 13,121.17 
15,935.02 
9,491.42 
6,895.31 
1,696.51 
2,306.77 
5,328.26 

172.92 
18,056.32 
30,212.49 
2,442.80 

733.95 
734.30 

1,000.00 
10,260.00 
27,964.71 
8, 934.00 

10,429.82 
7,462.87 
3,423.97 

706.85 
1,265.89 
2,700.00 
7,679.39 

326.00 
18,025.20 
5,000.00 

$212,305.94 

Budget 
1976-77 

$ 12,000.00 
11,000.00 
9,000.00 
7,000.00 
2,000.00 
1,000.00 

500.00 
250.00 

18,000.00 
22,000.00 
1,500.00 

800.00 
800.00 

1,000.00 
12,500.00 
25,000.00 
9, 000. 0') 

11,000.00 
7,400.00 
3,500.00 

800.00 
1,000.00 
3,300.00 

10,000.00 
500.00 

$170,850.00 

December 6, 1976 
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 
I memorandum 
I 

L 

to: 

from: 

subject· 

SCA Executive Conmittee 

Rabbi Joseph H. lookstein, President 

May 4th Meeting 

date: April 19, 1977 

The next meeting of our Executive Conmittee will be held: 

DATE: Wednesday, May 4, 1977 

TIME: 12:00 Noon (Luncheon will be served) 

PLACE: SCA Conference Room 

Our agenda will include a report by our Search Ccmnittee, which has been interviewing candidates for the directorship of the Institute for Jewish Policy Planning and Research, and consideration of a proposed association by Dr. Bernard Mandelbaum with the Synagogue Council of America. 

Please return the enclosed card to indicate that you will attend. /, 

Kindest regards. y / ~ I 
~JS Jt 4 

encl. 

432 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, N.V. 10016 • Telephone: (212) 686-8670 

-
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I shall __ __ ,shall not ___ -:... __ BH~nd ii. 
- £x~c"nv£ 

meeling of the· Cn'", .::·.con ..,,,,,..,,--------- ---'--

Signed _______ _ 
(Plcc:~e" prin~) 
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March 2, 1976 

Dear Colleagues: 

me hu:11anitarian work of the Hagen David Adam ia known to you au. I 
need not cite chapter and verse of their multf ... faceted program. - It 
is an or anizat i o::i i n which we can rightly take pride. It 11 an organ• 
ization which meritu 1n~rnationa1 recognition by the Red Cto11 and I 
believe it is incumbent upon ua all to aid the American Section of 
OPEP.A.TION RECOGNITION in its program which 1eeks that acceptance and 
recognition. 

During :Hagen vid Adom cognitiou ha oat and tfo-k , April 3-9, 1976 , 
all of us shoul 1 do .our utmos t to focus nationwi e attention on lagen 
Davi d Adom and to~ c to i·o r c .;nit.ion awl meni\Jcrbh.p in t he inter
national family of the Red ro~s . I urge that you secu·e t he coopera
tion of the .a;.m,J.ii.es of your congr cgut1 ns to join t e A rican Jewish 
c wnnmity, tl rou~h tl e S nagogu ouncll of Arni..::r;.ca , in the effort to 
have the symbol 0£ t he gen David do , the Red Star of 8a.vid. ac
cepted as a s~l o f the world organization. We mu.st seek to have 
the Re "' tar Of :\av J.d inclu ' e<l uit _ ·he ot er r,~ _11,ol,... wh ich have c o r.:ie 

to mean hunauitada~ and - lief ,or, in th ri.a.Lou:.. (' .::he ;orld , the 
red coa,os . the red crescent 0£ Isl 0 • an· the lic,,1 a s n :. I ran. 

With he rtfolt ,.;ha ,. fo your cco·-cr ti.on il.l hie , and the many other 
a:-ean o.: ur u r in ,1 ich I L~ k yo :: hc l . 

Co ial graetiQ.gs . 

Sincerely, 

Alexailder ' . . Schindle: 
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Rabbi Ru in . ob~n 
a.tio al Co-Chai 

OPE TION RECOGNITION 
l East 42nd St~-et 
ew York, N.Y. 10017 

ar P.al>i, t, n: 

I will ~aed 

March 2. 1976 

t COGNITION. 'l'lle 
<lom richly merit 

ea~~ad ~b rsl i~ 
d d ld• t 

J. o r. 1• t: t .; o • OP ~'I'ICN 
f~o1:ts o.f r-1.qg n vid 
·,•ecognitio end t:hey have 
d Co1.·u . the Interr..a.tio 

h Re · Star oi avi · , 3ymb 1 o ·he 3 aal.l s c ·o o :c thl! ·•d 
Cross . bas become the symbol of relif and humanitarian efforts 
and should be recognized a ~ a syrubol of record for the international 
organizatio11. I w. l heart ly a o th :ck of OP · R !.TlCii 
RECOG:lI'IION . 

Alexander 1\ . chi dl • 

P.S. I enclose herewith a letter for use in the kit boing re
pared by the Synagep ~ell of America. 
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AMERICAN SECTION OPERATION RECOGNITION 

Suite 805 
1 East 42nd Street 
New York, N.Y. 10017 
212-687-2570 

National Co-Chairmen 
Sen. Jacob K. Javits 
Sen. Abraham Ribicoff 
Rabbi Rubin R. Dobin 

Committee in Formation 

SYMBOLS RECOGNIZED BY 
INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS 

A WORLDWIDE EFFORT FOR INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS RECOGNITION OF 

THE RED STAR OF DAVID - MAGEN DAVID ADOM 

Februar y 20, 1976 

Ra bb i AlexandPr Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
8 3,- Fift A,renue 
New York, ~ew York 10021 

Dear Rabb i Schindler: 

OPERAri:1ION RECOGNITION has been given the responsibility 
to marsha l the effort of all fair-minded Americans on be
half of the recognition of the Magen David Adorn Society 
in Israel by the International Red Cross and its admission 
into the League of Red Cross Societies. Senators Javits 
and Ribicoff join me in extending an invitation to you to 
become a member of our National Committee. I know that 
you agree with us that this humanitarian recognition is 
long overdue. 

There is every reason to believe that the Diplomatic Con
ferences on this matter now going on in Geneva look with 
favor upon this recognition. We know that your joining 
with us will mean a great deal to the equitable resolution 
of this critical issue. 

Thousands of our supporters look forward to your assist
ance. we would very much like to have your acceptance, as 
well as a message of encouragement for our work. It will 
mean so muc h to millions of people throughout the world. 

May we hear from you soon. With every best wish, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

- -· 

C c~ ,.."" ,,,,__,~ - '-- ~ 
Rabbi Rubin R. Dobin 
National Co-Chairman 
OPERATION RECOGNITION 

RRD :c b 
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EASE . . . NEWS RELEASE . . . NEWS RELEASE . . . NEWS RELEAS 

AMERICAN SECTION OPERATION RECOGNITION 

Suite 805 

A WORLDWIDE EFFORT FOR INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS RECOGNITION OF 

THE RED STAR OF DAVID ---;- MAGEN DAVID ADOM 

1 East 42nd Street 
New York, N.Y. 10017 
212-687-2570 

National Co-Chairmen 
Sen. Jacob K. Javits 
Sen. Abraham Ribicoff 
Rabbi Rubin R. Dobin 

THE MAGEN DAVID ADOM SOCIETY OF ISRAEL AND ITS 
.NON-ADMISSION INTO THE LEAGUE OF THE RED CROSS SOCIETIES 

Committee in Formation ****** 

C 

Tel Aviv, November 1975 

1. The Magen David Adorn (Red Shield of David) Society of Israel was founded 
as the voluntary medical aid society of the Jewish population as far back as 
1930. In 1950 it was accorded formal recognition by the Government of Israel a s 
the exclusive national aid society of the country, in accordance with the Geneva 
Conventions. This was endorsed by the Knesset and is the main feature of the Red 
Shield of David Law of 1950. The Society furnishes first aid services in over 60 
branches and stations a_ll over Israel through thousands of active volunteers, in
cluding youth, and paid workers. In addition, dozens of permanent sub-stations 
and seasonal stations (for instance, on the beaches during the summer) are operated . 
Six hundred ambulances are available around the country, not only in the First Ai d 
Stations but also in industrial areas and in small villages. They are equipped 
with modern corranunications apparatus. In time of war, Magen David Adorn is an a ux
iliary medical aid service for the Army Medical Corps and the Civil Defence; and 
it is preparing for this mission in time of peace . Magen David Adorn maintains the 
central blood bank in Israel and twelve local blood banks and these are ~v ~i!~tle 
for all the hospitals in the country. Old blood is used for the manufacture of 
medicaments in the Fractionation Institute. In 1974 it rendered first aid assistance 
to more than half a million persons in Israel. This included first aid assistance 
in the stations, transportation by ambulance, and blood for transfusions. Magen 
David Adam also concerns itself with relief for victims of natural disasters and of 
war throughout the world. In 1974-75 relief medical supplies were sent to Bolivia, 
Cyprus, Brazil, India, Nepal, Paraguay and Turkey. The Society's emblem is the 
Red Shield of David (Magen David). 

2. The formally recognized distinctive and protective emblems of the In t ernational 
Red Cross are the red cross itself, and the emblems of Islam, namely the red crescent 
(which exists in more than one official shape) and the red lion and sun (used only 
in Iran). There is no doubt about the religious origin of each of these emblems, 
whatever be their precise significance in the modern Red Cross context. This origin 
of the symbols has to be kept in mind, and placed in the psychological context of 
the historical inter-relationship of the three related monotheistic faiths of the 
Middle East (in s trict chronological order): Juda.ism, Christianity and Islam. 
That explains why the use by the adherents of one of these faiths of the symbol of 
another of these fa i ths is wounding to the individual's susceptibilities - a factor 
which was recognized in the case of the emblems of Islam shortly after the Inter
national Red Cross bec ame established. That is why Israel itself is unable t o use 
any of the existing symbols, and has always used the red shield of David as the 
distinctive protective emblem of all its civilian and military aid servi ces, while 
scrupulously respecting the other emblems and according to them the full protection 
of the law as required by the Geneva Conventions. This policy, expressed in Israel ' s 
reservations to the 1949 Geneva Conventions, is embodied in the Red Shield o f David 
Law of 1950 . 

-over-

SYMBOLS RECOGNI ZED BY 
INTERNATIONAL RED CROS S 



3. The red shield of David itself is widely used in Jewish life and ~s , 
generally familiar for its Jewish association. The 1949 Red Cross Diplo
matic Conference at Geneva recognized that the emblem is well known and re
spected in those parts of the world where it is in use. Throughout the 
long and bitter hostilities over the last twenty-seven years, it is a f act 
that the belligerents in the Middle East have consistently acknowledged the 
mutual respect due to each of the emblems in use in their different armed 
forces -- the red cross, the red crescent, and in the case of Israel the red 
shield of David. This de facto situation, and the psychological impul ses 
which have led to it, counterbalance contentions stressing the desirability 
of having one single emblem. There is no objection in principle to a s ingle 
emblem, but no unity is possible on the basis of an emblem having a religious 
character, which is the case of the red cross emblem. In the meantime, the 
de facto equillbrium between the emblems of the three monotheistic faith s o f 
the Middle East in practice provides a perfectly satis factory answer to all 
the problems which are encountered in this part of the world. It shou ld be 
matched by formal equality between each one of them. 

4. In every country in the world such national voluntary medical aid 
societies exist, and they co-operate through the League of Red Cross Societi es , 
an independent federation which forms part of the International Red Cross. 
Every four years the International Red Cross Conference i s held. This is t he 
supreme deliberative body of the International Red Cross, and participation is 
open to representatives of Governments parties to the Geneva Conventions, and to 
delegations of the national societies. Full representation of a country in the 
International Red Cross Conference is assured on two levels, that of the 
Government in its official capacity, and that of the independent national society. 
In the Conference, each has one vote. In addition, members of the League mee t 
every two years. 

5. Admission of a national society into the League of Red Cross Soc i eties i s 
governed by a complicated set of provisions, and these call, amongst other thing s, 
for recognition of the national society by the International Committee of the 
Red Cross. Ten conditions for this recognition have been drawn up, and one of 
these is that the national society in question use s the title and emblem of the r<~.i 
Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) , in c onformity with the Geneva Conventic~,s. 

6. There is no question that the Red Shield of David Society meet s nine 
of these ten condition s -- a fact which is not disputed by any responsible 
organ of the International Red Cross. However, on account of their religious 
connotation, the Society is unable to u s e any of the emblems mentioned in the 
Geneva Conventions (which otherwise it scrupulously respects), and therefore 
can only use the title and emblem of the Red Shield o f David. Because o f this , 
it has been publicly stated on behalf of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross that so long as this situation per s ists, the Society's reque st f or 
recognition by the International Committee of the Red Cross vJOuld not be ad
missible. Similar advic e has been received from other Red Cross authorities 
in response to official approaches that have been made from time t o time , 
the last occasion being as recently as in April of 1975. 

7. Throughout this century (in fact even earlier), the Red Cros s mov e ment 
as a whole, and its different organs, have demonstrated a well-marked respon
siveness to the susceptibilities of the adherents o f Islam, who for similar 
reasons are unable to use the sign of the cross as their distinctive emblem. 
Thus, Ottoman and Egyptian Red Crescent Societies and the Iranian Red Li on and 
Sun Society were recognized by the International Committee of the Red Cross l on q 
before the Geneva Conventions were adjusted (in 1929) to formally .include the em-
blems of Islam. 

B. A resolution of the United Nations General Assembly adopted in 1946 ca l l s 
upon all members to encourage the establishment and co-operation of duly authorize~ 
voluntary national societies, which should carry on their work in independence of the 
Governments according to the principles of the Geneva Conventions and i n the human
itarian spirit of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent. The basic principle s o f the 
Red Cross include impartiality, the political, religious and economic independence, 
the universality of the Red Cross and the equality of the National Red Cross 
Societies. The withholding of recognition of the Red Shield of David Society by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, and the consequent veto on the Society' s 
admission into the League of Red Cross Societies, are incompatible with the appeal 
of the General Assembly and with the basic principles of the Red Cross. Th e in
sistence that religious symbols of o ther faiths should be used in Israel a s a pre
requisite to admission of the Society in the League is a cause of religious offenc e 
and rancour. 

9. The Magen David Adorn Society of Israel is convinced that given good will, 
alleged obstacles to its admi3sion into the League could be overcome. 
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A WORLDWIDE EFFORT FOR INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS RECOGNITION OF 

THE RED STAR OF DAVID - MAGEN DAVID AOOM 

Decaaber 10, 1975 

Jev.1.sb Cmmnmity Leadership 

Rabbi RUb1n R. Dot:J1D 

O~f.101 RlsCOO)ll'flOM )JeWslet.ter f) 

PLIASI 101'1: Dl answer to seYeral queries tnat haft cme t.o our ot:ri.oe 
we 111.sb ~ state categor1.ca.l.Ly 'that. OPERATIOI RICOOIU.'l'J.OI 

has no conneot1cn at all with Magen D&Vid Adom rund-ra1s1ngo ()llr onJ.y 
reaponsib1.l1 t.y 1.s to marshal puo.L1c op1n1on and ettorts on Debail' 01· 
Intemat.iona.l. Red. Crose recogm.t.1011 ot tne Magen David .Adom soc1ety 1n 
Israel as an orno1a.1. m•ber oft.he teague or Red Cross soc1et1ea. 

1 • .Aabassac1or snabU1 Rosenne is now back 1n Israel art.er acnien.ng a 
remar1c&t>.1.e 0reakUlrougn 1n our e.frort.s to have on·1c1a1 Washington 
take a rorthr1ght st.and on worlnng for· KOA recogn1t.ion 1n Geneva. 

2. We also met witn Dr. Frantc St.ant.on, Chairman and Mr. George Elsey, 
president. or t.ne .American National Rea. Cross. we were assured by these 
gent..l.emen 1.hat they nil cooperate 1n every way possible, both here and 
1n oeneva to have the Magen David .Adau recognized as tne on·icia..l. S.Y■DOJ.. 

J. senators Jan:te and R1b1cou· accorded Ambassaaor snaotai Rosanne t.ne1r 
gracious hosp1UU1ty while we visited 1n wasnington. Repreoent.at1v.s 
E.l.1.3bet.b Ho..l.tman, Edward Koch, and Stephen Solarz received special 
visits t'rm us and they pledged their cooperat.1.on 1n our e11'orts. 

4. p.J..ans are being ma<1e to sponsor a n&\.ion-w1<1e MDJ. Recognition Sal:)bat.n 
1n coope.i:·at.ion Wi.tn tne Synagogue CouncU 01· AJner1ca. 

5. Tne Boimi or Jewi.sh Educat.ion has 0!11c1a.LLY approvea a spec1.a1 project. 
to prepare a curriculum.-al.d lei t. exp.iai.ning t.he importance ol tt;e Magen 
Davia. Adan societ.y in Israel B.no wny it must. be recognized by 'tne IRC. 

t,. Dr. pau.L s. Rie benl'elo, not.ea Poli t.ica.J. sc1.ent.1.s 1.. a.na. In"l.uma t.iona..u.,· 
known t11stor1.an nas conserrteo to jow our e.ftort.~, and w1.u. e'1ve us 
the bene1'1 t 01 his many ta.J.e.nt.s. 

'/. .Ambassador Rosenne at.tended t.he recent Genenu. A.ssff11b1.y ol' tne counc1.J. 
c,:t· Fe<1erst1ons and we11are FwldS 1.n M1am1 Beacn recentl.y where ne 
acquainted hunarects of leaders wit.h OPERAT.lON RECOGNITION. 

ti. we are st.art.1ng a speakers :sureau. please sena u.s your request&. 

y. Rabbi Doh1n•s nane phone 1n La~-renco, ~. Y. is 51~J9-10JJ. 

10. see other sid.e for J..tst1ngo1' 0PEH.A'l'I0~ REL:00.t-Jl'l'l 0~ ll'iat.eM.aJ.. avaiJ..atJJ.e. 

Thank you. 



Th• !ollOWing 0PERA'i'ION REOOJNITl0.N mat.en.al. is now avauao.1.e for i'ree dist.rioutt-on. 
Please send your requests to Rabbi Dol:xi.n at our orr1oe6 

1. J T A St.Ory reprint on the start or OPERA.TIO~ REC.:OO.NI1'10N. • 

2 • .14-:,-page researcn paper t:,y jmt>assa.dor Stiabtai Roserme entitled. •Tne Red cross, 
Red. crescent, Rea Lion and sun, and the Red Sh1e.J.c. or nav1.c1•. Th1& 1s the J.atest. 
and 11ost. up..to-aaw, 1.n1"ormat1on on tlle entire bac1eground and •b.J..• recogn1t.1on 
t:,y t.ne InternationaJ. Reel cross. 

J. Mcorandum - •The Magen l)av1.c1 .ldan Society of Israel and its non-aamit.t,ance 
lnt.O tJle League of Rea. cross Societ.ies.• • 

4. ott1C1al. st.at.Eli.ant ox 1srae.1 to 'the VI (Legal) Ccnt1ttee 01 toe J(Jtn un1'ted 
Nations General Assemb.1.y on •Respect. for h\all R1.ght.s in Al'lled Con.fl1cts•. 
presented by t.ne Hon. Robbie SSbe.l a menber oi' the l.sraeJ.1 U.N. M1ss1m. 

s . . J TA story reprint on progress report by Aabaseador Rosenne art.er his 'f1.s1t.E 
1n was.tlington a"t. the St.a1;.e nepartmen"t. ana at t.ne .AJnerican Nat1onaJ. Red Croes.• 

6. Background material on tne Magen DaV1.d. as a syxnbOl ol" t.ne Jewi.sn people 0 

7. Suggest.ed. text. 01· a resolution to be approved by organ12.ations on International. 
Rea Cross recognition or the Magen l)avia AdC1Do 

8. A history or the Magen David idClll Soeiety 1n 1srae1. * 

9. u. N. Int-erview by Ri<lbard y:iH'ee with .Ambassador Rosanne l'or tne London Jewish 
Chronicle as printed 1n tne Jew1sn Week.• 

10. A montage presentation of recent news st.ories on OPEI<.A'flOt-J kE;COOt-Jl'!'lO.N fran 
publ1cat1ons all over the tJn1ted. St.at.es. 

11. Listing 01' notable quotations on the Magen DaV1ct Adan issue t:,y J8Wl.en leaders 
1D 1srae.1., Europe anct tne uru:ted StaT.es. 

1~. Transcript or Co.J..loqUium a~ Co.1.umbia Univers1~y center for Israel and Jewish 
Studies containing presentat1.on by .Ambassactor Rosanne anct t'Uil tax\, 01 tne 
quest1on/anBller perioa. 

• Material. marked wi. t.n an asterisk is available 1n qua.14.,i ty 1'or pio.u,c 
<11.strt wt.ion. 
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It nas cane to our at.tention that. a number of historians, professors, s,:,uc1enu, 
and ot.ners have recently prepared and published on.ginal research papers m 
the Intemat1.ona.a. Rect cross and the Magen Da'rl.Ci Adan. If you know o.t' any eucn 
mat.ena.1. please let us know about it. They may be 1mpon.ant 1n shectding sane 
new light on an issue tnu. has been nerartously obscured for too long a tuie. 
T.bank you ror your he.1.p. Rl<D 
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DRAFI' ,.. /'I /J _ 
~~ ~ , 

• Dear ..Ea.b.h;" !.OlJ1.-11: .... 

The humanitarian work of the Magen David Adorn is known to you 

all, I need not cite chapter and verse of their multi-faceted program. It 

is an organization in which we can rightly take pride. It is an organization 
Red Cross 

which merits international/recognition. and I believe it is imcumbent upon us 

all tQ4:iid the American Section of Operation Recognition in its program which 

seeks that recognition and acceptance. 

During Magen David Adorn Recognition Shabbat and Week, April 3 

to April 9, 1976, a ll of us ,li¼'.:u:ri'li do our utmost to focus nationwide attention 

-------on Magen David Adorn and to secure its recognition and membership in the 
the 

international family of/Red Cross. I urge that you secure the cooperation 

of the families of your congregations to join the American Jewish corranunity, 

through the Synagogue Council of America, in the effort to have the symbol 

of the Magen David Adorn, the Red Star of David, accepted as a symbol of the 

world organization . We must seek to have the Red Star of David inciJ:uded with 

the other symbols which have come to mean humanitarian and relief work in 

the nations of the world, the red cross, the red crescent of I slam and the 

red lion and sun of Iran. 
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AMERICAN SECTION OPERATION RECOGNITION 

Suite 805 
1 East 42nd Street 
New York, NY. 10017 
212-687-2570 

National Co-Chairmen 
Sen. Jacob K. Javits 
Sen. Abraham Ribicoff 
Rabbi Rubin R. Dobin 

Committee in Formation 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
President 

A WORLDWIDE EFFORT FOR INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS RECOGNITION OF 

THE RED STAR OF DAVID - MAGEN DAVID ADOM 

February 20, 1976 

Uri.ion of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

As you probably know, the Synagogue Council of America 
has approved sponsorship of a Magen David Adorn Recogni
tion Shabbat and Week. We plan to arrange this for t he 
week beginning Shabbat, April 3, through Friday, April 
9. I am working with Rabbi Lookstein and Rabbi Seig
man in preparing a special mailing kit to all t he rab
bis on the Synagogue Council of America mailing list. 

I would like to include in this kit a special letter 
of support from you for t he work of OPERATION RECOGIHI
TION and its effort s to bring about the acceptance of 
the Ma.gen David Adom by the International Red Cross 
community . 

I am enclosing a memorandum, prepared by Ambassador 
Shabtai Rosenne, which gives most of the background 
of this critical issue. Because of time limitations 
I would appreciate it very much if we could have your 
letter as quickly as possible. With every best wish, 
I am 

RRD:cb 
Enclosure 

~ Rabbi Rubin R. Dobin 
National Co-Chairman 
OPERATION RECOGNITION 

SY MBOLS RECOGNIZED BY 
INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS 
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POST 

AMERICAN SECTION OPERATION RECOGNITION 
Suite 805 

A WORLDWIDE EFFORT FOR INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS RECOGNITION OF 
THE RED STAR OF DAVID - MAGEN DAVID ADOM 

1 East 42nd Street 
New York, N.Y. 10017 
212-687-2570 

National Co-Chairmen 
Sen. Jacob K. Javits 
Sen. Abraham Ribicoff 
Rabbi Rubin R. Dobin 

Committee in Formation 

R-ed Magen David fight. 
for rec(Jgnition to be 
Geneva issue in April 

By RICHARD YAFFE )',, 

Sbabtai Rosenne, the long-time Israeli dip- friend of Herzl and an early Christian Protestant ~~~ 
~~t and a leading expert on international law, Zionist, would think of the banning of the Sl'lield ~ 
,llelleVes he can finally see a glimmer of light of David as a humanitarian symbol. 
~ in his country's long battle to have its Red Rosenne pointed out - and he has written 
4t.aaen David Society admitted to the League of about it in the '' Israel Yearbook on· Human . '-'~ 
~Cross Societies, and the Red Magen David Rights" which has issued a reprint on the Red -"">( "-~SL~ ~ officially as the emblem of Israel's Cross matter - that the Moslem states did not ~'"'At~~~ ~ ~ services,~ IRd civilian . , think of the cross as a "neutral" emblem and :f'~,._, '1oc- Ats" :v ., 
\,.---:nne, who has been in America for several insisted on their own symbols. He pointed out 

7<'1-ti~g ~~~;' #'o;-,. ~ . 
IS, . on behalf of this project, talked to this that Israel respected the Red Crescent and that the r-1,,.~-1( 1ssi:, .,~ ~~ 
~<:O'~nt about it in the North Delegates'. Arab states .recognized the Shield of David as 'i-~~,t f'-1,~~;,,"''~ #'r,,.~, ~~ .µ,unae of the United Nations where the Israeli having the same status as the Red Cross m the 0,:- "'If.~~~ ,. ~ ~ is no stranger, having been a member of wars between them. ()~('~ "b,. t;M'. cq111try's· c1e1egatioo during twenty of the "At most," Rosenne said, "the Red Cross :.tte~ 
·:tbiltyOeneral Auembly sessions, and No. 2 man emblem has no religious significance only for :,4' >. 

1 ·m the permanent mission for four years. those who subscribe to that doctrine , and in such ~ 1
9 He is working towards the Conference on a matter of conscience there is no certainty that :>s 

R,e-1nrmation of Humanitarian Law in Geneva in the people will feel themselves obliged by the 
April when the matter will come up again. He actions of their governments . 
found "a great deal of sympathy" in Far East disinterested 
Washington, he said, both in official circles and 
amon& officials of the American Red Cross on 
Israel'stequest that the shield of David be recog
nized as its distinctive emblem for its medical --. . 
services. 

WRHnpess to cooperate 

He also found, he said, "the willingness to 
cooperate in the attainment of full recognition of 
the Magen David emblem in the context of the_ 
Geneva Conventions•' which have recognized 
uptil now only the Red Cross, two versions of the 
Red~scent - oriented to the left in Pakistan. 
T~~a. Turkey and the Moslem areas of the 
Soviet Union, and to the right in other countries 
·using this emblem - and Red Lion and Sun used 
by kan. 

ltosenne was also pleased with the activities of 
the American section of Operation Recognition, 
be~d by Senators Jacob K, Javits of New York 
and Abraham Ribicoff of Connecticut, and Rabbi 
Rubin R. Dobin of New York. • 

.l'bc London-born diplomat who has }ust com-
• 'pletcd a tour of duty as head of the Israeli mission 

tc>the U .N, in Geneva, said that the Red Cross in 
~ was • 'falsifying history'' by denying that 

. the Red Cross was not a religious symbol. The 
emblem, ·he pointed out, was adopted in 1863 

. when "the world consisted of European Christ
. iin countries," He said he wondered what Henri 
~ant, the father of the Red Cross idea, close 

WE NEED 

YOUR HELP 

''The non-Christian powers have not all been 
able to follow that line of thought. Some, adher
ents ·of religious creeds of the Far East, have 
indicated disinterest in the matter, and a willing
ness themselves to acquiesce in the use of the Red 
Cross emblem. But it is otherwise for the adher
ents of the two remaining monotheistic faiths of 
the Middle East and Asia-Islam and Judaism." 

Not one of these states, after reaching "an 
adequate level of political maturity enabling 
them to deal with European diplomacy,·' was 
prepared to accept the assurance of the Red Cross 
organization that it was not indeed a religious 
emblem . 

"These Governments knew that they would 
not be able to carry their people with them should 
they try to do otherwise,'' he went o_n. H<: said.he 

wondered how anyone could envision a rabbi in 
the field with a cross on his armband. 

.The truth that the Red Cross is unacceptable to 
a great number of people has finally be_.gun to 
triCkle imo Geneva, Rosenne said. In 1949, he 
pointed out, the sponsors of the Red Cross 
emblem recognized that the emblem does not , 
because of its allusion to the symbol of Christian
ity, afford all states a sufficient guarantee of 
impartiality. 

Not only were the non-Christian states not 
prepared to accept the Red Cross for their own 
use, he said, but the Moslem Conference of 1949 
made it clear that it would not give up its symbols 
in . favor of a new, more neutral universal 
emblem. 

"That being so," Rosenne said, "it is hard to 
understand the obstinacy with which all attempts 
to bring the\:ie jure·situation of the Red Shield of 
David into line with the de facto situation have 
been met. 

A double standard 

"Comparing the history of that emblem with 
the history of the emblems of Islam, it is difficult 
to avoid the conclusion that, in the eyes of those 
'who have assumed responsibility in the matter, 
what has been accepted with resignation in the 
case of the emblems of Islam is being rejected 
with indignation in the case of the emblem of 
Judaism. 

"It is this double standard that is causing re
sentment . It is this insistence to force on Israel an 
emblem which offends Jewish religious convic
tions and provokes indignation." 

The Magen David Adorn (Red Shield of 
David) Society of Israel was founded as a volun
tary medical aid society of the Yishuv (Jewish 
community) in Palestine in 1930, and in 1950 it 
was granted formal recognition by the Govern
ment as the exclusive national aid society in Is
rael in accordance with the Geneva Conventions. 

The Society furnishes first aid services in more 
than sixty branches and stations all over the coun
try through thousands of active volunteers and 
paid employees. In addition, dozens of seasonal 
stations are operated, as at beaches during the 
summer. Six hundred ambulances are available 
around the country , not on) y in the first aid sta
tions but also in industrial areas and small vil
lages. All are equipped with the latest communi
cations apparatus. 

In time of war, Magen David Adorn is an 
auxiliary medical aid service for the Israeli Army 
Medical Corps and Civil Defense. It maintains 
the central blood bank of Israel, and m 1974 the 

.Society rendered first aid to more ihan half a 
million people . C 

SYMBOLS RECOGNIZED BY 
INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS 

Send us resoi.ut1ons ox' support from your groups ••••• Wr1.t.e let.ters to 
editors or your local newspapers •••• 0D1.scuss with your mends tne 
1.mpm-tanee or OPERATION REt;OONI'.t.'J..ON •••• J{eep 1.n t.oucn w1. t.n U! • • • • • 
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SYNAGO COUNCIL OF AMERICA 
432 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK , N . Y. 10016 • 

RECEIPT NO. DATE 

N? 5422 6/ 29 /76 

Un ion of Ame rican eb rew Congregat i ons 
tt : Rabb i Alexan de r Schindler 

838 Fifth Ave. 
~ew York, .Y. 1002 1 

Dues for 1975- 76 

AMOUNT OF 
CONTRIBUTI ON 

l ,50 . 

.. .... .,.;HSTElN 
TREASURER 

YOUR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTION ... 

is deeply appreciated. We hope our programs will continue to merit 
your support thus enabling the Synagogue Council of America to 
fulfill its role as the united voice of Jewish religious life in the United 
States. 

It is the strength that comes from the unity of our Conservative, 
Orthodox and Reform constituents which enables us to serve the 
cause of American Jewry, of Israel, and of world peace. 
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 432 PARK AVENUE SOUTH • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016 • (212) 686-8670 

NATIONAL OFFICERS 

President 
Rabbi Joseph H. Lookste,n 

Hon. President 
Rabbi Irwin M. Blank 

First Vice-President 
Rabbi Saul I. Tephtz 

Second Vice-President 
Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld 

Vice-Presidents 
Harry W. Baumgarten 
Morris Levinson 
Philip Greene 

Recording Secretary 
Norma Levitt 

Corresponding Secretary 
Ph1ll1p Stellman 

Treasurer 
Samuel Brochstein 

Executive Vice-President 
Rabbi Henry Siegman 

INSTITUTE FOR JEWISH POLICY 
PLANNING AND RESEARCH 

Chairman 
Philip M. Klutznick 

D,rector 
Ira Silverman 

NATIONAL SOCIETY OF FELLOWS 

Co-Cha,rmen 

Moses Hornstein 
Rabb, Irving Lehrman 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

Central Conference of American Rabbis 
Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld, President 

Rabbinical Assembly 
Rabbi Mordecai Waxman, President 

Rabbinical Council of America 
Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld, President 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President 

Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations 

October 31, 1975 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear Alex: 

As you know, the statement adopted by all of our agencies 
on the religious dimensions of Zionism appeared as an ad 
in The New York Times. 

It is an important statement, and I believe it is of the 
utmost urgency that it receive the widest public attention. 
We have in the past, all too often, left it to our enemies 
to define Zionism. 

The ad cost us exactly $5,000.00, and I am asking each of 
our agencies to contribute $750.00 towards its cost. We 
cannot bill you for this amount since we did not obtain 
advance commitments; but the matter was far too :urgent to 
permit its delay on such grounds. 

I hope you will agree that we did the right thing, and that 
you will honor my request. 

With warm regards, 

Sincerely, 

of America CC : Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
Harold Jacobs, President 

United Synagogue of America 
Arthur J. Levine, President 
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NATIONAL OFFICERS 

Rabb, Irwin M B1ank 

Hon President 
Rabbo l•v•ng Lehrman 

First Vice Pres dent 
Rabbo "oseph ~ Lnokstern 

Second V,ce-Pres den! 
Rabbi Saul I. Tep, tz 

V1ce-Pres1dent 
Moses Hor.,stein 

V1ce-Pres1dent 

Sol ~evotcs 

Co11espc,nd/ng Secretary 
G• b rt T1 s 

Trea~Jrer 

Pholop Groene 

Execuuvt1 Vrce-P,e .... ident 
Rabbi 1-'enry $1egman 

NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

f non ~ C a1 m1n 
Hon Arthur ., G,.dberg 

Chairman 
Jack A. Goldfarb 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

C 1nt L ,merence of Ame1 1can Rabbis 

Rabbon,cal Assembly 

Rabbinical Council of America 

Un on of AMerican Hebrew 
Congregations 

Un on of Or,hodox Jew sh Congregations 
of America 

United Synagc,gce of America 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear Alex: 

January 27, 1975 

A high-level delegation of representatives of Christian churches 
in the USSR will visit the United States in February and March. 
The delegation will be led by Nikodim, Metropolitan of Leningrad 
and Novgorod; Filaret, Metropolitan of Kiev and Galich; and 
Yuvenaly, Metropolitan of Tula and Belev. 

The delegation has accepted an invitation from the Synagogue 
Counci I of America to attend a luncheon reception on Thursday, 
March 6, at 12:30 p.m. 

I am writing to invite you to this important reception and to meet 
the members of the Soviet delegation. 

A list of the Soviet delegation is enclosed. 

Please indicate your attendance by returning the enclosed post card. 

With best wishes, 

HS:R 
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.Members of Delegation of Representatives of Christian Churches in 
the USSR to the USA - Feb. -March, 1975 

l. Nikodim (Rotov) Metrop?litan of Leningrad and Novgorod; Permanent 
Member of the Holy Synod, Patriarchal Exarch for Western Europe, 
President of the Commission of the Holy Synod on Questions of 
Christian Unity and Interchurch Relations. 

2. Filaret (Denisenko) Metropolitan of Kiev and Galich; Permanent Member 
of the Holy Synod, Patriarchal Exarch of All Ukraine. 

3 . Yuvenaly (Poyarkov) Metropolitan of Tula and Belev; Permanent Member 
of the Holy Synod; President ~f the Department of External Church Affairs 
of the Mosc0w Patriarchate. 

4. Vlaclimir (Sabodan) Archbishop of Dmitrovsk, Rector of the Moscow 
Theological Academy and Seminary. 

5. Makary (Svistun) Bishop of Uman; Representative of the Moscow Pat
riarchate at the WCC in Geneva 

6 . Job (Tyvoniuk) Bishop of Zaraisk; Administator of the Patriarchal Parishes 
in Canada and temporarily in the USA. 

I 
I 

7. Borovp y, Vitaly, Protopresbyter; Rector of the Patriarchal Cathedral of 
The Epiphany in Moscow; Professor of the Moscow Theological Academy, 
Consultant at the Department of External Church Relations. 

8. Cyrill (Gundyaev) Archamandrite; Rector of the Leningrad Theo.logical 
Academy and Seminary. 

9. Gundyaev, Nikolai, Archbpriest; Vice-president of the Department of 
External Church Relations of the Moscow Patriarchate; Docent of the 
Leningrad Theological Academy; Secretary of the Commission of the Holy 
Synod on Questions of Christian Unity and Interchurch Relation~. 

10. Stadniuk, Mathew, Archpriest; Secretary of the Patriar-ch of Moscow and 
All Russia, Vice-President of the Business Administration .of the Moscow 
Patriarchate, Rector of the Church of Apostles Peter and Paul in Moscow. 

11. Soiko, Bogdan, Protodeacon; Instructor at Leningrad Theological Semina. ry, 
Curate of the <;.athedral of the Transfiguration in Leningrad. 

12. Flavian (Oskolkov) Archdeacon; Fourth-yea·r student, Moscow Theological 
Academy. 

13. Osipov, Alexei Ilyitch; Associate Professor., Moscow Theological Academy 

Nos. 1-13 are of the Russian Orthodox Church 

(continued on next page) 
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. 
14. Elias (Shiolos hvill) Metropolitan of Suma and Abkhazia - of the 

Georgian Autocephelas Orthodox Church 

15. Krivaitis, Cheslav, Msgr., Administrator of the Wilno Archepiscopacy 
of the Roman Catholic Church of J ,i thuania 

:,,i • t I 

16 . Arseny (Berberian) Bishop; President of the Department of Interchurch 
Relations - of the Armenian Apostolic Church 

17. Matulis, Yanis, _ Archbishop, Head of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Latvia. 

18. Bychkov, A. M.; General Secretary 9(the All Unioll_ Council of. 
Evangelical Christians Baptists 

19. Hark, Edward, Probst,; Deputy Archbishop of the Evangeiical Lutheran 
Church of Estonia 

20. Krylov, Igor Anatolyevich, Delegate of the Leningrad Metropolia for the . ... Representatives of Foreign Delegations. 

. ' 
Interpreters: ,. 

1. Voskresenski, Mystislav Lvovic h '' .. 

2. Bobrova, Nina Sergeyevna t 

3. Gori iia, Nathaly Ivanovna 

4. Nosova, Zinaida Ivanovna 

; 
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Vice-President 
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United Synagogue of America 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Presiaent 

December 31, 1974 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth A venue 
New York, New York 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I am writing to invite UAHC to designate two representatives to 
a special joint consultation of the Synagogue Council of America 
and the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds to be 
held Tuesday, January 28, from 3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the 
O'Hare International Towers Hotel in Chicago. (The hotel is 
at the airport.) There will be a special meeting of the Synagogue 
Council's representatives at O'Hare at noon, at which lunch 
wil I be served. 

It is the purpose of this consultation to examine leadership trainin§J 
programs sponsored by federations and synagogues, areas of overlap 
and conflict, and possibilities of cooperation and joint sponsorship 
by federations and synagogues. 

The consultation is being held under the auspices of the Committee 
on Synagogue-Federation Relations, of which I serve as Chairman. 

Would you kindly let me know at your earliest convenience the 
names of your agency's representatives. They will receive program 
details and hotel reservation forms. 

DP:R 
cc: Rabbi Balfour Brickner 

Rabbi David Polish, Chairman 
SCA Committee on Synagogue
Federation Relations 
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February 3, 1975 ate __________ --.-__ 

From ___ M_y_r_o_n __ E_._S_c_h_o_e_n ___________ _ 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
To 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner Copy for information of ______________________________ _ 

SCA-CJWF Consultation, Chicago 1/28/75 Subject _______________ __::____:__~--------------

As you know I became involved when Henry Seigman asked me to 
provide Ira Silverman of SCA 1 s Institute for Jewish Planning & 
Research with material on "training of leadership" utilized in 
our synagogueso I sent him about a dozen outlines of congregational 
leadership training institutes and/or retreats plus one ·I developed 
and utilize (with variations) when called upon to conduct sam·e for 
our congregationso I pointed out that in synagogue leadership 
training we have a two-fold goal. One is to heighten commitment 
and consciousness and the second is to better equip the individual 
to carry out his responsibilities as a Trustee or Committee Chair
man. I had to admit that few synagogues have ongoing programso 
They are sporadic. 

The SCA representatives met for approximately an hour and a half 
before joining the CJWF groupo From the discussion it was obvious 
to me that there was little advance consultationabout the objectives 
or goa1·7 of the SCA between Rabbis Polish and Seigman. Further, 
that Rabbi Arnold Wolf who was chosen to make the major statement 
for the SCA was going to do his "own thing" and that proved to be 
a critique of Jewish organizational life today. However, the group 
did enter the joint session resolved not to be negative but to 
offer a positive program for the integration of the synagogue 1 s 
resources (rabbinical and lay) into that of the CJWF's program. 
At the same time, when and if the appropriate opportunity arose, 
to point out the insufficiencies of Federation's program viz-a-viz 
the synagogue, particularly in the area of educationo 

At the joint session we heard from Bob Adler 8 the Chairman of their 
Young Leadership and from two people who described local programs 
that were supposed to be examples of "success" in leadership develop
ment. Each stressed the need and yearning among their constituency 
for more "inspiration" and for more "religious" content. It re
minded me of our efforts more than a decade ago to get congrega-
tions to have some D1 var Torah at each Board meetingo It was 
simplistico Their major approach to instilling Jewi?h content is . ~/ still the one-shot sessions with the Greenbergs, Fe~ns, et al 
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and the short, intensive trips to Israel which turns their people 

on and oft-times off in relation to the synagogue. 

The rabbis pounded away at directly involving the local synagogues 

and their rabbis in an ongoing, joint program of leadership develop

ment which would encompass the totality of Jewish concerns in the 

local community, the nation and abroada Brickner was eloquent and 

persuasive in urging that such joint efforts be tried in several 

communities as pilot projectsa This seemed to strike a responsive 

chord but zwibbel, waffled, by urging that the requests come from 

the communityo 

My contribution was a suggestion that a small group of rabbis, CJWF 

professionals and the Young Leadership be formed to devise one or 

more model or suggested Leadership Development Retreat~ outlines. 

With these available we could seek out communities where synagogues 

and Federations were interested in having weekend retreats for their 

leaders and potential leaderso The programs would be devised to 

mainly utilize local resources with possibly one or two personalities 

from the national or international (Israel) organizations, so that 

the full scope of Jewish concerns would be covered. This, in my 

judgment, would accomplish what we were advised is the major goal 

of the CJWF's program - "to assure the creative continuity of the 

Jewish community.a.to cultivate leadership by preparing them for 

all aspects of Jewish life including the religious, through the 

synagogue". That 1 s an actual quote from their opening statement. 

If they really mean it, we ought to press them to implement it 

with a specific program, through the synagogue. 
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P.s. Brick & yron: I wi11 e eag r to hav 
meeting. Plea keep me po ted. 
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SYNAGOGUE COUNC IL OF AMERICA 
432 PARK AVENUE SOUTH , NEW YORK , N . Y . 10016 • (21 2) 686-8670 

RECEIPT NO. DATE 

30 09 3/21/73 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
ATT: Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

A - Balance of 1972-73 dues 

AMOU NT OF 
CON TRI BUT ION 

$1,000. 

M"OS l'N 
fi' . '' . 

TREASURER 

YOUR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTION ... 

is deeply appreciated. We hope our programs will continue to merit 

your support thus enabling the Synagogue Council of America to 

fulfill its role as the united voice of Jewish religious life in the United 

States. 

It is the strength that comes from the unity of our Conservative, 

Orthodox and Reform constituents which enables us to serve the 

cause of American Jewry, of Israel, and of world peace. 



SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 432 PARK AVENUE SOUTH • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016 • (212) 686-8670 

NATIONAL OFFICERS 

President 
Rabbi Irving Lehrman 

First Vice-President 
Rabbi Irwin M Blank 

Second Vice-President 
Rabbi Joseph H Lookstein 

Corresponding Secretary 
Robert L Adler 

Recording Secretary 
Harold H Boxer 

Treasurer 
Moses Hornstein 

Executive Vice-President 
Rabb, Henry s,egman 

NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Honorary Chairman 
Hon Arthur J Goldberg 

Chalfman 
Jack A Goldfarb 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

Central Conference of American Rabbis 
Rabbinical Assembly 

Rabbinical Council of America 

Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations 

Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations 
of America 

United Synagogue of America 

April 2, 1973 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Thank you very much for the check of $1,000 repre
senting final payment of the 1972-73 dues of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 

we are most appreciative. 

Kind regards. 

Sincerely, 

Moses Hornstein 
Treasurer 

MH:mae 
Enc. 
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Commission 011 Interfaith ctivitie 
A Joint Commission of the 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations, Central Conference of American Rabbis 

and the Jewish Chautauqua Society 

838 FIFTH AVENUE • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 • ( AREA 212) 249-0100 

Director: RABBI BALFOUR BRICKNER 

June 20, 1972 

Dear Henry: 

This is to infonn you that the UAHC cannot and does 

not approve the resolution on busing as currently 

proposed by the Union of Orthodox Congregations. 

It is our position that we would rather have no 

statement at all than the proposed statement that 

in our judgement fails to definitively enunciate 

a clear position. 

If there is any attempt to rewrite the statement, 

we will be glad to reconsider the resolution. 

With all best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner 

I 
cc: Rabbis Eisendrath, Schindler , Hirsch, 

Glaser, Marvin Braitennan 

Rabbi Henry Siegma n 

Synagogue Council of America 

432 Park Avenue St . 
New York, N. Y. 



MIEM (0) JRAJN[)) lUJM 
Date __ J_a_n_u_a_r_y_ l_7_,_ 1_9_6_9 __ _ 

From Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
---------------------

To 
/ Al Vorspan 

Copy for information of ____ E_a_r_l_ M_o_r_s_e ______________________ _ 

Subject ________________________________ _ 

In reference to Earl Morse's January 3d memorandum to you 
concerning the Henry Siegman-Synagogue Council statement on 
the pope, I mentioned this matter to Henry while enroute to 
Israel and he told me that this was a "presidential statement" 

not subject to the consent and not necessarily implying the 
consent of the constituent organizations of the Synagogue 
Council. 

Apparently, if this is so, Henry was within his rights to 
release this statement, but if this is indeed the constitutional 
provision of the Synagogue Council, I think that it requires 
revision. The president of the Synagogue Council ought not to 
be free to speak for the Synagogue Council on any subject he 
pleases, taking aeystand he pleases. He can speak for himself 

but the release in the New York Times in this instance at least 
did not indicate that he was speaking for himself. Upon the 
contrary, Jack Rudin was clearly reported as speaking for the 
Council and its constituent organizations. 

In this given instance, we more or less shared his views, but 
we may not always do so, especially when an Orthodox or a 
Conservative rabbi is in the leadership. This kind of loop
hole in the law ought to be eliminated. Don't you agree? 
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Couerutt• rabbi la 1n the l.Mder•bip. 'lbla kind of loop.
bole 1n the law ought, to be eltlnfnated. Don't JOil •&Net 
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January 3, 1969 ~!e, _____________ _ 

Earl Morse 
F om _____________________ _ 

Al Vorspan 
0 

Copy fo 1 formaf on of __ _..JR:1,a:1..'uab.LIJ.i---1=A1..o,,-J;M!J...-S~cJ.Jb..J.i~nu.d.1..Jue.:..·'---c----------------------

Sub"ect __________________________________ _ 

Confirming our conversation of this morning will you 
please arrange to either send a letter yourself, or 
have Balfour send one, to Rabbi Siegman expressing 
our concern over the administrative machinery involved 
in the issuance of the recent statement by the 
Synagogue Council. 

As a coorQinating agency, it is the responsibility of 
the Council and its staff to communicate with its constituents 
before issuing such statements. Certainly there is no excuse 
whatever that the staff people at the Union were not consultedo 

It is imporitant for me to have a copy of such a letter as 
this question may be raised on my visits to congregational boardso 

Jhreference to future statements of this kind during the troublesome 
period which we are getting into I think this whole question should 
be subject to staff review and discussed with me on my return 
from Israel. 
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lMIIElMI (0) ~AIND lUJlMI 
February 3, 1965 Date __________ _ 

From ____ Ra_ b_b_i _Ba_lf_o_u_r_ B_n_·_c_k_n_e_r ______ _ 

To All ~embers of the Synagogue Council of America Plenum 

I.Abbi. •urtce •· 11aaurath au Jay &aufllu ✓ Copy for information of ______________________________ _ 

Subject __________________________________ _ 

As per your request and my promise, I am enclosing 8 copy of the 
Constitution of the Synagogue Council sf America. As you can see, it 
is 24 years old. 1rJhile many suggestions have been made to update it 
and while there is supposed to be a committee working on its revision, 
to my knowledge, whatever changes have been proposed, have not been 
formally adopted. Hopefully, these changes will be made in the not 
too distant future. 

The Synagogue Council office is preparing copies of the budget 
and as soon as it is available, I will send them on to you. 

Regards. 
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CONSTITUTION 

of the 

SYNA(l)GUE COU?-CIL OF !MERICA 

As Adopted May 8, 1940 

PREAMBLE 

Whereas the synagogue is a basic and essential unit of our Jewish life, 
and whereas, it is desirable that the representative of the synagogues in 
.America meet from time to time in order to take council together for the 
sacred purpose of preserving and fostering Judaism. 

Be it resolved that a Council composed of representatives of national 
congregational and rabbinical organizations of .America be formed for the 
purpose of speaking and acting unitedly in furthering such religious interests 
as the constituent organizations in the Council have in common; it being clear
ly provided that the Council interfere in no way with the religious and admini
strative autonomy of any of the constituent organization. 

Section l: The name of this organization shall be ''The Synagogue Council 
of .America". 

MEMBERSHIP 

Section 2: The organizations constituting this Council shall be the Central 
Conference of Pmerican Rabbis, the Rabbinical Assembly of America, the Rabbinical 
Council of Pmerica, the Union of .American Hebrew Congregations, the Union of 
Orthodox Jewish Congregations of lmerica, the United Synagogue of America, and 
such other similar national organizations as may be admitted from time to time. 

Each constituent organization shall be entitled to fourteen members in the 
Council. 

~egates to the Synagogue Council shall be appointed or elected, in ac
cordance with the procedure of each constituent organization, for a period of 
three years. At the first meeting of each constituent organization, following 
the adoption of this Constitution and By-Laws, six members .shall be elected 
for a three year period, four for a two year period and four for a one year 
period. Thereafter all delegates shall be elected for a three year period. 
Vacancies shall be filled by the appointing bodies to comply with the above 
schedule. 

The Secretary of the Synagogue Council shall notify each constituent body 
of vacancies and expirations in their quota of delegates. 

OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Section 3: The officers of this Council shall be a Chairman, two Vice 
Chairmen, a Treasurer, a Recording Secretary and a Corresponding Secretary . 
They shall be elected at the annual meeting in May and hold office for one year, 
beginning with the first meeting of the Council nearest to Rosh Hashanah. 

Rerun 150 - 1/65 SSM 



Constitution of the Synagogue Council of trnerica - Continued 

An Executive Committee shall be appointed by the Chairman at the first 
meeting of the Council in the fall. It shall be the duty of this committee to meet 
at least once each month, except during July and August, or at the call of the 
Chairman, to transact the business of the Council in the interim between the re
gular meetings of the Council. 

The Executive Committee shall be empowered to execute matters initiated and 
approved by the Council and to consider plans for any new activity which may be 
developed after the Council has given them due consideration and approval. 

The Executive Committee shall consist of twelve members of the Synagogue 
Council, of whom six shall be the current officers of the Council. The remaining 
six members are to be appointed so that each constituent organization shall be 
represented by two members of this committee, and also so that neither rabbis nor 
laymen shall constitute more than six members of the committee. A quorum for 
meetings of the Executive Committee shall be not less than one representative of 
each of the constituent organizations. 

PROCEDURE 

Section 4: Every decision of the Council shall require the unanimous approval 
of the constituent organizations as expressed through a majority vote of the repre
sentatives present from each constituent organization. 

A quorum for transacting the business of the Synagogue Council shall consist 
of not less than ten delegates among whom each constituent organization shall be 
represented by at least one. 

AMENDMENTS 

Section 5: Proposals for the amendment of the Constitution mu$t be ~ropoeed 
by a constituent member of the Synagogue Council. The~e shall be con$idered at 
a meeting of the Coijncil and thereafter forwarded to all the constituent membe~s 
45 days in advance of t~e meeting of the Council, when final action may be taken. 
Amendments to the Constitution shall reqJJire unanimous approval of tke constituent 
organizations as expressed through a majority vote of the representative~ present 
from each constituent organization. 

BY-LAWS 

Section 1: Regular meetings of the Synagogue Council shall take place five 
times during the year. The first meeting shall be before Rosh Hashanah, or as 
soon thereafter as feasible. The subsequent meetings shall be held during November, 
January, March and May. Meetings shall be called for the second Wednesday evening 
of the months designated, except when this occurs on a Jewish, state or national 
holiday, in which case meetings shall be called on t~e nearest feasible date there· 
after. 

The meeting of the Council in May shall be designated the annual meeting, and 
shall be especially marked by the election of officers and the presentation of a~ 
annual financial report by the treasurer. 

• 2 -
Re-run 150 - 1/65 SSM 



• I 

Constitution of the Synagogue Council of Prnerica - Continued 

Section 2: Each constituent organization shall be required to remit annual 
dues to the Synagogue Council. 

The Synagogue Council shall have the right to raise special funds necessary to 
enable the Council to carry on any activity under its direction. 

The Treasurer shall be required to submit an annual budget for the approval 
of the Council at its first meeting in the fall. 

0 0 0 

#AENDMENfS 

MEMBERSHIP 

All presidents of the Synagogue Council who have completed their terms of 
office shall automatically become honorary members of the Council and as each 
president of the Council shall complete his term of office he shall automatically 
become an honorary member of the Council. He shall have the right to take part in 
discussions of all matters before a stated meeting of the delegates but shall not 
have the right to vote unless he shall also be a duly accredited delegate of a 
constituent organization of the Council. 

Section 3: The officers of this Council shall be a president, two vice
presidents, a treasurer and two secretaries. They shall be elected at the annual 
meeting in June and hold office for one year beginning with the first meeting of 
the Council nearest to Rosh Hashanah. After the date of adoption of this section, 
no officer shall hold the same office for more than two successive terms. 

The following amendments to the present Constitution were adopted at the 
Synagogue Council plenum in February, 1958. 

Amendment to Section 2 (P.2&3) 

Each constituent organization shall be entitled 
to fifteen delegates, to serve for a period of 
three years, arranged in time clas,es so that 
five delegates shall be appointed each year, 
beginning on January 1st of each year . 

. M1endment to Section 1 (P.3) 

The officers shall take office immedi ately 
upon election~ Formal ceremonies of installation 
may take pl ace at such 1 ater ;time as the SJ:, f.. may 
direct. 

Annual meeting in June 

• 4t • • 
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Presid~nt constitution 

14 delegates 
for three years 

6,4,4 cycle 
no date sp•cified 

Elections in May, 
installation in September 
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Constitution of the Synagogue Council of /merica - Continued 

hnendment on Nomination 

The Nomination Committee shall consist of 
six members, one from among the delegates of each 
of the constituent organizations. It shall send 
notification of its first meeting to all delegates 
and to the OCA, inviting recommendations, and shall 
report at the April meeting of the OC A, at which 
time mominations shall then be presented at the 
annual meeting in June, at which time elections 
shall be held. No further nominations shall be 
in order at the annual meeting. 

. . . . 
hnendment on Committees 

All other committeeg~shall be composed 
of at least six members, one from among the mem
bers, though not necessarily from among the dele
gates, of each of the constituent organizations; 
non-delegates, however, may be appointed only with 
the consent of the chairman of the delegation of 
the constituent organization involved. 

. . . . 
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Nominating 
Committee and/or 
procedure not 
mentioned. 

. . . . 

Committees (ex
cept Executive 
Committee) not 
mentioned. 
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Or. Rober L Ip••~• President 
Reform Jew I sh Congregat Ion 
Merrlek nd Kirkwood Avenu 
Kerrick. L.t .• New York 

D r Or. L fps.le: 

Oeeember 2, 196 

Many thankt for your t tt r of Hovember 30 hand the copy of th eomn1Jnfc tlon from the Joint Ccnlnlttee for a FGlr Sabbath w. 
This matter w s brought too r ttentfon on Oc:;tober 30th nd we h d no prevlou knowledge of thJ action prfor to that tJ e. would, of1cours • never lend ur to s1.1c:h tatement h du 
b - con ;.,1 ted. 

I enclpslng a copy of the telegram which was fmmedl t ly sent to Hr. ca' 1lno a well•• th oth r ~ndfdat s who wer seeking the off le f As ernblyman from hfa dlstrfctk Hr. KoenJgsberg w also th rectpfent of a tel gr Indicating our coq,I te and on.-
It rabfe dltapproval of his ec:tlon. The Synagogu Cou~ll of America also sent c-0111JJ1Jnlcat1ons In the name of fts Ix eonstf• tu nts d~rylng this typ of partisan polftles wl hout ny uthorl• 

z tlo • 

I grateful fr your In er nd truat th tour handling of 
thl . matt r -.ets wfth your pprov•I. 

With kind st greetlftg• and bat wish• for a htppy Hanukah. P • 

Sincerely vour1, 

JKJ Jm 
1. 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman \ 

\ 



RABBI : 
S ANFO R D t SAPERSTE I N 

~hform W.efnizJr filongr.cgafion 

of c®t.erritk 
MERRICK AND KIRKWOOD AVENUES 

MERRICK, NEW YORK 
AFFILIATED WITH TH E 
UNION OF AMERICAN 

HEBREW CONGREGATION S 

November 20,1964 

Dear Rabbi Kaufman, 

The letter which I am enclosing ,was brought to the attention of the 

board of trustees of our congregation by a member of the board to whom 

it was mailed. 

After it was read to us,it was the feeling of the board that I write 

a letter to you condemning this obvious attempt to imply that Reform 

Judaism through its agencies was urging the election of Joe Carlino . 

I am more than inclined to believe that Mr. Koenigsberg,in the heat 

of the ca.mpaign,resorted to using this tactic on his own volition-

thus compromising the Union and other organizations listed directly and 

the congregations in the areas where Mr . Carlino was on the ballot. 

We feel that the least you can do for us is to rebuke this offender 

and issue some kind of public disclaimer as a deterrent to future 

shenanigans with the stationery of organizations to which our parent 

organizations have lent their good names . 

c~-~ 'L. - , 
Dr. Robert Lei~< 



Joint Committee For A Fair Sabbath Law 
15 PARK ROW (ROOM 435) NEW YORK, NEW YORK 

TEL. CORTLAND 7-2070 

BENJAMIN KOENICSBERG 
CHAIRMAN 

October 26, 1964 
Dear Friend: 

We have some unfinished busine s s to att end to. I refer to 
ext ending the Fair Sabbath Law to all sections of New York 
State. 

This law· guarantees to those of the Jewish Faith, and others 
who conduct their sabbath worship on a day other than Sunday, 
the same rights now afforded businessmen of other faiths. 

The breakthrough on this issue came last year in the Legislature. 
A bill was introduced by Assembly Speaker Joseph F. Carlino pro
viding Fair Sabbath coverage for the entire state. It was passed 
in the Assembly then amended in the State Senate to cover only 
New York City. The amended bill was then passed by the Assembly 
to put the Fair Sabbath concept on our State statute books for 
the first time. Mr. Carlino pledgej he would again introduce 
a State-wide bill in 1964. 

Speaker Carlina's role in this matter is perhaps best described. 
by another of those who championed this cause in the Legislature, 
Assemblyman Joseph Kottler, a Democrat of Brooklyn. Here is what 
Mr. Kottler said during the debate in the Assembly: 

11 
••• I want to say here and now that those of us who have been 

carrying on this fight for decency and fairness to persons of 
every religious faith feel greatly thankful at this moment to 
one gentleman who has been the moving force in this step forward. 
I refer to our Speaker, Mr. Carlino. 

"Mr. Carlina's devotion to the basic human rights of every citizen 
in this State was never more apparent than in his espousal of this 
great cause. At a moment when I would have been heartened by 
support from other sources, which I did not receive, I am es
pecially grateful to the Speaker; and I want to say here and now, 
Mr. Carlino, thank you for your devoted work for all the people 
of the State in this basic human question." 

Again at this year's legislative session, true to his pledge, 
Speaker Carlino introduced and won Assembly passage of a State
wide Fair Sabbath Bill. It did not emerge from Committee in the 
Senate. The Speaker has again pledged to continue his campaign 
for coverage throughout the State at the 1965 Session. 

This legislation is not just of parochial interest to those of 
the Jewish faith. It is, as Mr. Carlino himself has said, "A 
matter of simple fairness. If it is good for the City of New York, 
there is no reason it should not extend to my home community of 
Long Beach and every other section or the State." 

Without Carlino's leadership of this campaign in the Legislature, 
it stands little chance of getting anywhere. I urge that you help 
in any way you can to assure Speaker Cartin s re-election. He 
has earned our support. 

/ t> Cordially, 

1 ~ ~- -· _,.(. 1 

fa 
SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS 

AGUDATH 19RA£L OF AMERICA AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRES■ B'RITH ABRAHAM • B'NAI B'RITH 

S ' RITH SHOLOM • B ' NAI ZION • BROOKLYN JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL • COUNCIL OF JEWISH ORTHODOX ORQANIJ:ATIONS • HADA&aAH • HAPOEL 

HAMIZRACHI OF AMERICA JEWISH SABBATH ALLIANCE OF AMERICA JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF THE UNITED ■TATE■ LABOR ZIONl ■T 

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA • MIZRACHI ORGANIZATION OF AMER I CA NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH CHAPLAINS • NATIONAL COUNCIL 

OF YOUNQ 19RAEL NEW YORK BOARD OF RABBIS PIONEER WOMEN OF AMERICA RABBINICAL BOARD OP' GREATER NEW YORK 

SABBATH OBSERVERS COUNCIL • ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA (AND ITS CONSTITUENTS) 

C E NTRAL CONFERENCE OF .\MERICAN RABBIS • RMIBINICAL ASSEMBLY OF AMERICA RABBINICAL COUNCIL OF AMERICA UNITED ■YNAGoau.-

OP' AMERICA UNION OF AME.RICAN HE:BRF.:W CONGREGATIONS UNION OF ORTHODOX JEWl ■ H CONGR~GATION■ 



MEMORANDUM 

November 25, 1964 
DATE 

TO: MISS EDITH MILLER 

FROM RABBI PHILIP HIA T 

Enclosures as requested. 
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PRESIDENT 

RABBI URI MILLER 

1ST VICE-PESIOENT 

RABBI SEYMOUR J. COHEN 

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT 

RABBI JACOB P. RUDIN 

TREASURER 

ISRAEL BERMAN 

RECORDING SECRETARY 

BERNARD HENICK 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

ARTHUR BRUCKMAN 

EXECUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENT 

RABBI PHILIP HIAT 

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT 

SIDNEY S. MARGOLIS 

DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH 

DR. NATHAN LANDER 

NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

HONORARY CHAIRMAN 

HON. ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG 

CHAIRMAN 

BENJAMIN LAZRUS 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF 
AMERICAN RABBIS 

RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY 

RABBINICAL COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

UNION OF 
AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

UNION OF ORTHODOX JEWISH 
CONGREGATIONS OF AMERICA 

UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 
235 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N. Y . 10016 MURRAY HILL 6 - 8670 

Miss Edith Miller 
U AH C 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York 21, N.Y. 

C O P Y -- OF TELEGRAM 

JOSEPH CARLIOO 

November 25, 1964 

17 Nov. 2 1141A EDT 

52 EAST PARK AVENUE 3 Extra 
93 DL PD SHEET 1 

THE SYNACDGUE COUJ\CIL OF AMERICA 
HAS LEARNED THAT THE COMMITTEE 
FOR A FAIR SABBATH LAW HAS CI-RCULATED 
A LETTER OVER THE SIGNATURE OF IT'S 
CHAIRMAN ENOORSING YOUR CNADIDICY. THIS 
LETTER WAS WRITTEN WITHOUT CONSULTATION 

MUR6 8672 
LONG BE.ACH 

AND APPROVAL OF THE CONSTITUENT AGEJ\CIES OF THE 
SYNACDOUE COUJ\CIL OF PMERICA. IT IS THE STATED 
POLICY OF THE SYNAOOGUE COl..11'CIL OF AMERICA IDT TO 
ENOORSE CANDIDATES FOR POLITICAL OFFICE AND FOR THIS 
REA9'.)N WE DISASSOCIATE OURSELVES FROM THE LETTER AND 
RESPECTIVELY 

REQUESYfHAT THE NAME OF THE COUJ\CIL IDT BE USED 
FURTHER REGARDING THIS MATTER. 

NY 

RABBI PHIL IP HI AT 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 
SYNACDGUE COUJ\CIL OF 

AMERICA 
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TREASURER 

ISRAEL BERMAN 

RECORDING SECRETARY 
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CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

ARTHUR BRUCKMAN 

EXECUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENT 
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Nov r 2, 1964 

Dear Mr . Koenigsberg: 

Two of or Syn gogue Council Agencies have prote ted 
to concerning your 1 tter , on a letterhe d including th 
listing of the Synagogue Council na sponsoring orgahiz tion , 
endorsing t candidacy of Mr . 3oseph • C rlino. 

The gogue Council of AID8rica cannot nd doee not 
invol itself in direct politic l action of this sort and I 
writing you to disa sociate our council fr the ction involved 
in your letter. 1 sure you understand our point of view in 
thi respect. 

Sincerely yours , 

UM: lra 

UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA Mr . nja in Koenigs rg , Chairean 
Joint Cammi ttee For A F ir Sabb th Law 
15 Park Ro (Ro 43S) 
New York , N w York 
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·- - - s£NJAM 1 • KOE ! 1 GS BERG (OSU 
u ~~ 1 ON OF ORTHODOX JEt;it H 7 

CONGREG TI QNC OF AMER!CM 

51H AVc. PM 12 ) 

THE FOLLOWING TELERR-'1.1 '1AS BEEN SENT TO MA JOSEPH 

C RLINO "T HE S 'tAr.OG .Jf COUN C l ' OF AMERICA HAS LEARNED 

THAT THE co· 1M!TTEE FOR A FA IR SAaBAT.H LAI HAS 
' 

CIRCULATED A LETTER OVER THE SIGN~TURE. OF IT'S CHAIRMA~ 
I 

NYC 

ENDORSING YOUR CANDIDACY. I 

T~IS LETTER ft~S WRITTEN 11Tr,10IJT 
' 

CO-:,'JSULTAT IOt\J AND A r ·· r RO'✓ AL OF THE CO"IST tlUENT AGfNC IES/ 
8D FN FURN 

OF THE SYMAG0~ 1!E Cr'U"JC IL OF AMERICA. IT IS THE STATED --:,;: -- - • •• 
. TO ~VNAGOGUE COUNCIL 0F 

POL I cv OF T ~t S YNA GOr.lJE COU"JC IL OF AUER I CA NOT fENDORSE AMER I CA 23 5' 5T H AVE 
CA' 1J?I OA_J_IS _FQB__ ~0Lq ICAL. QF[J_C~ __ A~D .FOR IHlS _ 1 - ··- · · - - -~YC_!i ~y 



• 

REASO~ W[ 0IS A5SO CIA TE 0URSELVES ~no 
I ) I _ N~~_?__ _ ! 1 4 3_ ti, 

THf LETTER 040 i SHEET -2 ______ -___ _ 

EDT 

RESPECTIVELY RE ,, 1JEST TLiA T THE t..JA •,lE OF 

BE USED · FURT4ER REGARD!~~ TH! S M~T TE~• • 

cou~1c IL NOT I ~~'uuR6 8672 
:~."---- ---- -- - -- -· 
i. ' 
r:1 • -_ 
1~ 
i• 

I RESPECTFULLY REQUE~T T~~_,q YOU CEA SE CIRCULAT ftilQ ANY ! 
I tt5~Al•.. - - -- - • 

"f"URTMER LETTER S FOR {~_L t~B fdH LA O .T HE STATIONER 
RABBI PHILIP HIA T 

Of' THIS com.~ ITTEE B[ F0'1E PR I OR 0 SU .TAT ION ~X IC~ PR~;IDEN1 

Sil · __ AGOG ~~~.g[..___ 
l5 - AU£ fCA __ :) 

I 
PM Ir al') CFN FUR 

~ /s·~·NAGO~~~ -~-ouN-CIL- ~;-

AMERICA 
1235 5TH AVE NYC 16 NY 

UISS SEI LE SDR R / 
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WJm'E 
IBNDINO BL4NIC ..... ., ............... ., ...... • ,,_ llftta.._, ,,_. .._ o-ltt• ,.,. • ,etr ••- .,._t9fwa ........... ,, 9M ............ • atetf ... ,. •--• I ■JPll .......... _ ....... ..,,... ... , .... 

.... _, ..... ,IICI .......... 
.. 

.............. ...., ........... r..c, ............... 
PLEASE IYPI 01 YIITI PLAINLY WITHIN. IOI I-DO MOT rvt1,.. ....... 
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0c obff 7tb, 1964 

labbl Uri Miller, PN■ldeat 
Syna ogue Comictl of Aattioa 
5713 rk lie hta ~ .. .me 
Baltimore 15, MIJ:'7 d 

ar 

Q 

po t 

1 Miller: 

di ■l • u 
he of the s.c .. 
lc4 a eppolat d by JOU to 
•• • renlt o our inullity to 

repneentatt the u.o.J.c. 
cosm.ttee .. ,1111era n d in prin lpl.e 

1n the abeen roa.va .... le likell• 
iad.ty the ld to o 

thi ,._.,._ of l»uq and dedi tad -• 

• • unl••• )'OIi advt • ot rwlN, it is my pre ~ diaclo thi• aituati at thl 
ti~ b to N lie f the 
p of c-oa:as. •t t t t ~i.au.,.,ttee 
and COll!Dl:n it be reported to • r. L. -c. l. o. , 

om:" aa a tm-d group w t 
in en t 117 tba ld 
Nl)ort to the u. ~DI. ti funeral 

stry practi d be to pursue lta 
ourae, a d t J' n already dot.as. 

• chltdt doe ■ not permit • to attend ..,.rJ .c.A. 
tin • or t'fd I ha giwn up lll1 ra riptloa. So 

l hope you will •llov ti• thl eta tor the p Mntatl f 
th:lt port. 

BNl:j• 
cc: i Applbaua 

i I'll! Befthard 
~, .. 1 B. Dreaner 

h 
111 • s..,-cs.r 

Sinoen 17 )'OUZ'I, 

(Signed) Henry M. Rapaport 



STATEMENT 

October 5 , 1964 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

235 FIFTH AVENUE N E W YO R K 1 6, N . Y. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dues 1964/1965 ...............• $1 ,000. 00 

Paid on Account 9/19/64 ....... ~.---5 __ 0 ___ 0 . __ 0 __ 0_ 

Balance $ 500. 00 

MU 6-8670 

we gratefully acknowledge your generous contribution to 
the Synagogue Council of America, the united voice of American religious 
Jewry representing the Conservative, Orthodox and Reform communities in 
their relations with the United Nations, United States Government and the 
Catholic and Protestant church federations. Please make checks payable to 
"Synagogue Council of America." 
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