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FROM: ANNETTE DAUM DATE: 9/22/86 

( TO: 

SUBJECT: 
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ALL INTERESTED PARTIES 

ISTANBUL: Responses by Religious Leaders 

As we approach the High Holy Days with the shock of this terrorist tragedy 
still fresh in our minds, it is imperative that Synagogue Leaders be aware 
of the outrage expressed by Religious Leaders throughout the United States 
who condemn this massacre of innocent members of the Jewish community at 
worship. 

Included in this package are statements by: 

POPE JOHN PAUL II 

REV. ARIE R. BROUWER, 
National Council of Churches 

BISHOP JAMES W. MALONE, 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops 

BERNARD CARDINAL LAW, 
Diocese of Boston 

JOHN CARDINAL O'CONNOR, 
Archdiocese of New York 

REV. GEORGE SHERIDAN, 
Southern Baptist Convention 

REV. AVERY POST, 
United Church of Christ 

MOHAJ.'1MED T. MEHDI, 
National Council of Islamic Affairs 

Remarks by Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President, Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations, at a Memorial Service for the Jewish Victims in 
Istanbul is also attached. 

/rob 
Encs. 



Pope Says Hope Turns to Anguish 
COURMA YEUR, Italy, Sept. 7 (AP) brothers gathered in a place of 

- From an Alpine . peak near Mont prayer." 
Blanc, Pope John Paul 11 said today "In the face of these horrendous an~ 
that terrorist attacks on a jetliner in almost unbelievable events, the yearn' 
Pakistan and a synagogue In Turkey ing for . peace turns into ·anguish," h1 
had turned hopes for peace into an- said during his blessing, broadcast livt 
guish. on Italian television and transmittec 

"It Is necessary, without delay, to do worldwide by satellite. 
everything possible to put an end LO the The Pope then walked ca.-efull) 
Incessant escalation of hatred and ter- along a narrow, rucky path to pray.al~ 
rorism," the Pope said at his Sundai statue of Mary the Queen of Peace. 
noon blessing from the 7 687-foot-high The Pope was making a 24-hour visit 
peak of- Mount Chetif. ' to the Val d'Aosta region at the foot o~ 

From his pulpit facing the snowy , MonL Blanc. 
peak of Mont Blanc, Europe's highest Earlier today he flew by helicopter to 
,mountain at 15,711 feet, John Paul said the Brenva Glacier on Mont Blanc's 
he was praying for the .souls of the southern face, at an altitude of about 
more than three dozen people killed in I 1,006 feet. Wearing a white ski jacket 
the two terrorist episodes. He called over his cassock, a cap with ear flaps 
the attacks insane. and white snow boots, he strolled alone · 

Taking 'Blood of Brothers' on the gla_cier for about 20 minutes. • 
. John Paul, an avid skier. and out- 1 

He spoke of his intense sadness and doorsman' in his youth in his native Po- · 
offere~ his stron~est condemnation of land, said in hi:; blessing that tJie si
the h11acking _Fnday of a Pan Amer- Jenee of the mountains was a "silence 
lean Airways Jumbo jet in Karachi and in which man can hear more distinctly 
the att11ck Saturday on a synagogue m the inner echo of the voice of God." 
Istanbul. lie ha:led the mountaineers who first 

The Pope said the terrorists had climbed Mount 13lanc 200 years ago 
taken lhe blood of innocent victims, and said lhcir feat should serve as an 
"blood of travelinl( brorhers. blood of example· of p,~rseverance today. 

- N.Y. Times - 9/8/86 

PRELATES JOIN ECUMENICAL SERVICE FOR VICTIMS OF TERRORISM IN MIDEAST 

Three Catholic bishops joined in an interfaith memorial observance for victims 
of terrorism in Pakistan and Turkey. 

Bernard Cardinal Law of Boston, Archbishop James Hickey of Washington and Bishop 
William Keeler of Harrisburg, Chairman of the Bishops' Committee for Ecumenical 
and Interreligious Affairs, participated in the service (Sept. 10) at the 
Lutheran Church of the Reformation, Washington, D. C. 

"Two weeks ago yesterday," Cardinal Law said, "I stood and prayed and wept with 
100 other pilgrims, Catholics and Jews, at Auschwitz. Our prayers and cries 
were 'Never again!' And yet here we stand again and here we mourn again, all 
too often finding ourselves in these kinds of settings .... 

"Auschwitz and these acts are singular reminders of the 
evil of which humanity is capable," he said. 

Other Christian participants included the Rev. Lewis Anthony, Pastor of 
Varick Memorial AME Zion Church; the Rev. Arnold Keller, Senior Pastor, 
Lutheran Church of the Reformation; the Rev. Gerald Klever, Senior Pastor, 
Sixth Presbyterian Church, and Walter Fauntroy, Pastor of New Bethel Baptist 
Church. 



Rev. Arie R. Brouwer, General Secretary 
National Council of the Churches of Christ 

We are shocked and outraged about the unspeakable horror of the massacre in Istanbul during Sabbath services this weekend. Although extremist terrorist actions occur on a weekly basis and numb us to horror, we find ourselves in disbelief that anyone, for any reason, would deliberately slaughter members of a community at worship. The fact that it was a Jewish community in a predominately Muslim country further complicates the tragedy. The obvious antiJewish nature of the attack is a painful reminder of continuing anti-semitism, an affront to all human br!ings. 

Through you we offer our deepest sympathy 1: 0 the families of the victims and to all who suffer from this atroci~y. Indeed, the whole human family is diminished. 

Be assured of our continuing resolve to work with you, as a people of faith, toward the day when religious diversity is not only tolerated but celebrated as a part of the richness of God's creation. Even as we work toward that day, we extend to you our deepest sympathies in this time of loss. 

SOUTHERN BAPTISTS - 9/9/86 

Southern Baptists lament the terrible acts of terrorism perpetuated in 
Karachi and Istanbul in the past week. 

Many Baptists in their Worship Services on Sunday and in private devotions before and since have prayed for comfort for the grieving families of victims of both outrages, for healing of the injured and for a change of heart in all those who consider such unjust and violent acts as acceptable. 

These terrible acts are expressions of impersonal hate brought to a focus in the latter case upon the Jews. We have seen before, all too often, all too recently, all too completely, the depths of suffering and the moral chaos such hatred can lead to. It must stop. The terrorists must be brought to quick and clear justice. The value of the rule of law and the intolerability of chaos must be communicated strongly. 

Particularly it is to be stressed that religion must not be used as a ruse for acts of terrorism. It is no love of God or humanity that impels terrorists to strike. It is hatred and evil and, from a religious 
standpoint, unrighteous. 

Rev. Avery D. Post, United Church of Christ 

Rev. Avery D. Post, president of the United Church of Christ, said that "all acts of terrorism are to be condemned, whether perpetrated by political rroverrents or by governrrents. To forestall further terrorism we must all \'\Ork with renewed vigor to resolve the underlying issues that provoke such misguided violence. But however sympathetic we may be with Palestinian aspirations for self-determination, no right-thinking persons can condone the rrethods these perpetrators have employed." 

' ) 



Bishop James W. Malone, President, National Conference of Catholic Bishops 

On Saturday, September 6th, the world was shocked by the 
attack on the Neve Shalom Synagogue in Istanbul, Turkey. As 
the small congregation gathered for their Sabbath prayers of 
peace, ruthless gunmen opened fire with automatic weapons. 

The slaughter of innocent people at prayer must be 
condemned as a particularly heinous and callous assault 
on all that is sacred to humanity. 

The Catholic community of the United States joins with 
its Jewish brothers and sisters in mourning the victims, 
and in prayer for their families. 

JOHN CARDINAL O'CONNOR - ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW YORK - HOMILY, SEPTEMBER 7th 

"Let us remind ourselves to pray in this Mass for those who were 
killed in the hijacking in Karachi and for those killed as reported in 
this morning's paper in the Synagogue in Istanbul. 

Every form of terrorism is to be condemned, is r~prehensi~le, is 
horrendous. Certainly this is true of what happened in Karachi, .but 
there is something particularly abominable about ki~li~g ~eop~e in cold 
blood while they pray and it is especially heinous if it is ~irectly 
against our Jewish brothers and sisters because they are Jewish and 
because they claim so justifiably a homeland of their own. We must, all 
of us examine our consciences to ask if in any way, we have ever con
tribu~ed to the kinds of prejudice and bitterness and hostility that can 
ultimately explode in a tragedy of this sort. 

So I ask you if you will remember all of these and their families 
in your prayers during this Mass." 

Fr. John Lennon, St. Gregory's Church 

Father John Lennon, Pastor of St. Gre<~Oo/ the Great Ro1:"3-11 cath~!c 
Ch h ·d "We ,_oday in our masses Joined together with all . urc sai , ~ • • • ainst r Jewish ple who have suffered so much. 'Uns crirre l~ ag . 
poorything ~tand for regardless of religion, race or nationality. eve 

11 It's slapping the face of G:xl. 

Mohammed T. Mehdi, National Council of Islamic Affairs 

fuhamred T. M2hdi, Secretary General of the National Council of 
Islamic Affairs, a leading fuslem education group, stated that 
the attack on the Synagogue in Istanbul was, "a violation of the 
letter and spirit of Islam which specifically prohibits any 
violence against worshipers of places of v.0rship." He added, "the 
assault was carried out by mad persons who have murdered not 
only Jewish worshipers but also have inflicted equally great 
damage on Islam." 
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Excerpts from an Address by Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations* 

At a Memorial Service for Jewish Victims of Arab Terrorism in Istanbul 

Once again we gather in this sanctuary for a service of mourning. Since 1980, 

when a bomb exploded outside the Paris Reform synagogue on Rue Copernic, there have been 

seven other assaults on Jewish houses of worship in Vienna and Antwerp, Rome and Johannes

burg, in Buenos Aires, in Copenhagen and once again in Paris. All told, 200 worshippers 

have been maimed, and two score martyred. Is there no end to all this madness? 

Our sorrow intermingles with bitterness, with seething anger aginst the perpetrators 

of these loathsome deeds. They claim that they are freedom fighters. They are not. 

Freedom fighters do not attack civilians; soldiers are their primary target. Not so the 

terrorists of our time. Civilians are their preferred prey. And their ultimate goal is 

not to liberate peoples but to frighten them into surrender and submission. Let no one 

say that "one man's terrorist is another man's freedom fighter." 

Equally absurd is the attempt to link worldwide terrorism with the failure of the 

Arabs and Israelis to come to terms. The latest to offer this shallow analysis is former 

President Jimmy Carter, who averred that worldwide terrorism would not cease until peace 

in the Middle East is achieved. Referring to the bloodbath in Istanbul, he declared: 

" ... this terrorism, including the dastardly actions in Pakistan, will not improve until 

the question of the rights of the Palestinians is adequately addressed." 

One must wonder at this abysmal failure to understand what the present struggle is 

all about and what the ultimate aims of international terrorism really are. Arab terror

ists don't want peace in the Middle East. Palestinians who evince even a minimal interest 

in some form of accommodation with Israel are quickly cut down. And President Assad of 

Syria, who rivals Qaddafi in harboring terrorists, has made it crystal clear that he will 

scuttle any negotiation that is undertaken and any agreement that might be reached, just 

as he forced Lebanon to abrogate its U.S.-brokered treaty with Israel in 1983. 

Arab terrorism is certainly not the consequence of any failure to attain peace in 

the Middle East. It is, rather, the principal cause of the failure to moved toward nego

tiations and to achieve a peace. Further, it should be remembered that the sweep of Arab 

terrorism is far wider than the West Bank or even all of Israel. 

The spiritual matrix of radical Shi'ism is Khomeini's Iran, and its nemesis is 

mndernity. The West is the bearer of modernity and America is the leader of the West. 

(more) 
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America, therefore, is the ultimate quarry. All others, including Israel, are 

only secondary targets, obstacles along the way to America's downfall. It is America, 

and what it stands for, that is the target of Moslem terrorism -- free speech and free 

enterprise, a religious tradition that permits those of all faiths and those of no faith 

to live in tranquility, a nation of laws and not of men (certainly not of holy men), and 

a moral code that stands against bigotry and discrimination based on race or religion or 

national origin or gender. 

This is what the ayatollahs hold in contempt. This is what they mean to extirpate. 

Americans are not the target of terorist attacks because our country befriends Israel. 

Rather, Israel is subject to terrorisw in no small measure because it is seen as the 

outpost of Western values in the Middle East. 

This is why Marxist and Moslem radicals are in league with one another and receive 

significant support from the Soviet Union. Both seek the downfall of Western democracies. 

And both deem terrorism the most suitable weapon for attaining their common goal. 

President Carter should know all this, he and Bishop Moore, and the many others who 

propagate the myth that the Arab-Israel conflict is at the core of the worldwide terrorism 

crisis. They should remember that the Iranian hostage crisis did not precede but rather 

followed his towering achievement of a Middle East peace at Camp David. Still they per

sist in blaming the Israelis for the escalation of terrorism. 

They want the Jewish victims to pay twice: first with their lives, then with the 

security of their nation. Indeed, the Jews are asked to pay a third time, for not only 

are they the victims, they are the ones who are blamed. The anti~Semite kills the Jew, 

and then finds reason in the Jew's behavior to justify the foul deed. 

Bishop Moore does not condone terrorism, he says, but adds: "Some of the reasons 

behind it have to do with the frustrations of third world persons." Bishop Moore is no 

anti-Semite, nor is Jimmy Carter. But their attempt to find excuses for those who 

slaughter innocents cannot fail but give us pause. 

So there is anger and dsappointment seething within us today. The tragedy is still 

a fresh wound within us, but we recall also how often in ages past our people walked 

through flames. Their memory will never fade. Their sacrifice will never be forgotten. 

Their souls are bound up in the bond of lasting life. 

9/10/86 X X X 
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ISTANBUL MASSACRE 

In response to the massacre in Istanbul at Neve Shalom Synagogue, the 
UAHC has undertaken several steps including the following: 

1. A special memorial service was held in the chapel of 
the UAHC on Wednesday, Sept. 10. Rabbi Alexander M. 
Schindler delivered a powerful sermon on terrorism. The ex
cerpts are attached, as well as the list of the 21 victims ·of 
the Istanbul pogrom, who we remembered in the Kaddish. The 
text of the service, conducted by Rabbi Gary Bretton-Granatoor, 
is attached also. 

2. An emergency consultation has been held within the Synagogue 
Council of America which is in contact with Neve Shalom. A 
delegation of Reform, Conservative and Orthodox representatives 
from the U.S. may be visiting the congregation to demonstrate 
our solidarity and to review how we can help the congregation to 
recover and renovate the building. A fund has been established 
by the American Jewish Congress, 15 East 84th St., New York 
10028. See memo from NJCRAC about what else can be done. 

3. A message of gratitude was sent to the government of Turkey 
via the Ambassador of the Turkish Embassy in Washington , D.C 
(see attached~. 

4. The question of security for Synagogues and other Jewish institutions 
in America is being carefully examined by the UAHC Department 
of Synagogue Activities and by all the Jewish agencies within the 
NJCRAC. Myron Schoen will be in touch with you with specific 
guidance for your congregations. 

5. The Interreligious departmemt of the UAHC, through Annette Daum, is 
working with Christian groups and other civic bodies who have 
spoken out against the tragedy (see the attached statements) . 

You may wish to urge congregations to organize Memorial Services for 
Shloshim. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEWYORK, N.Y.10021 (212 ) 249-0100 
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NEWS RELEASE For Release: 12 Noon Wednesday, 

Contact: Richard Cohen 
(212) 758-6969 

September 10 

Excerpts from an Address by Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations* 

At a Memorial Service for Jewish Victims of Arab Terrorism in Istanbul 

Once again we gather in this sanctuary for a service of mourning. Since 1980, 

when a bomb exploded outside the Paris Reform synagogue on Rue Copernic, there have been 

seven other assaults on Jewish houses of worship in Vienna and Antwerp, Rome and Johannes

burg, in Buenos Aires, in Copenhagen and once again in Paris. All told, 200 worshippers 

have been maimed, and two score martyred. Is there no ·end to all this madness? 

Our sorrow intermingles with bitterness, with seething anger aginst the perpetrators 

of these loathsome deeds. They claim that they are freedom fighters. They are not. 

Freedom fighters do not attack civilians; soldiers are their primary target. Not so t he 

terrorists of our time. Civilians are their preferred prey. And their ultimate goal is 

not to liberate peoples but to frighten them into surrender and submission. Let no one 

say that "one man's terrorist is another man's freedom fighter. " 

Equally absurd is the attempt to link worldwide terrorism with the failure of the 

Arabs and Israelis to come to terms. The latest to offer this shallow analysis is f orm.er 

President Jimmy Carter, who averred that worldwide terrorism would not cease until peace 

in the Middle East is achieved. Referring to the bloodbath in Istanbul, he declared: 

" ... this terrorism, including the dastardly actions in Pakistan, will not improve until 

the question of the rights of the Palestinians is adequately addressed." 

One must wonder at this abysmal failure to understand what the present struggle is 

all about and what the ultimate aims of international terrorism really are. Arab terror

ists dontt want peace in the Middle East. Palestinians who evince even a minimal interest 

in some form of accommodation with Israel are quickly cut down. And President Assad of 

Syria, who rivals Qaddafi in harboring terrorists, has made it crystal clear that he wil l 

scuttle any negotiation that is undertaken and any agreement that might be reached, just 

as he forced Lebanon to abrogate its U.S.-brokered treaty with Israel in 1983. 

Arab terrorism is certainly not the consequence of any failure to attain peace in 

the Middle East. It is, rather, the principal cause of the failure to moved toward nego

tiations and to · achieve a peace. Further, it should be remembered that the sweep of Arab 

terrorism is far wider than the West Bank or even all of Israel. 

The spiritual matrix of radical Shi'ism is Khomeini's Iran, and its nemesis is 

m~dernity. The West is the bearer of modernity and America is the leader of the West. 

*Central body of Reform Judaism in the U.S. and Canada. (more) 
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America, therefore, is the ultimate quarry. All others, including Israel, are 

only secondary targets, obstacles along the way to America's downfall. It is America, 

and what it stands for, that is the target of Moslem terrorism -- free speech and free 

enterprise, a religious tradition that permits those of all faiths and those of no faith 

to live in tranquility, a nation of laws and not of men (certainly not of holy men), and 

a moral code that stands against bigotry and discrimination based on race or religion or 

national origin or gender. 

This is what the ayatollahs hold in contempt. This is what they mean to extirpate. 

Americans are not the target of terorist attacks because our country befriends Israel. 

Rather, Israel is subject to terrorisre in no small measure because it is seen as the 

outpost of Western values in the Middle East. 

This is why Marxist and Moslem radicals are in league with one another and receive 

significant support from the Soviet Union. Both seek the downfall of Western democracies. 

And both deem terrorism the most suitable weapon for attaining their common goal. 

President Carter should know all this, he and Bishop Moore, and the many others who 

propagate the myth that the Arab-Israel conflict is at the core of the worldwide terrorism 

crisis. They should remember that the Iranian hostage crisis did not precede but rather 

followed his towering achievement of a Middle East peace at Camp David. Still they per

sist in blaming the Israelis for the escalation of terrorism. 

They want the Jewish victims to pay twice: first with their lives, then with the 

security of their nation. Indeed, , the Jews are asked to pay a third time, for not only 

are they the victims, they are the ones who are blamed. The anti~Semite kills the Jew, 

and then finds reason in the Jew's behavior to justify the foul deed. 

Bishop Moore does not condone terrorism, he says, but adds: "Some of the reasons 

behind it have to do with the frustrations of third world persons." Bishop Moore is no 

anti-Semite, nor is Jimmy Carter. But their attempt to find excuses for those who 

slaughter innocents cannot fail but give us pause. 

So there is anger and dsappointment seething within us today. The tragedy is still 

a fresh wound within us, but we recall also how often in ages past our people walked 

through flames. Their memory will never fade. Their sacrifice will never be forgotten. 

Their souls are bound up in the bond of lasting life. 

9/10/86 X X X 
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NEWS RELEASE FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact: Richard Cohen 
(212) 758-6969 

RABBI SCHINDLER ASSAILS JIMMY CARTER AND EPISCOPAL BISHOP MOORE 

FOR ATTRIBUTING SLAUGHTER OF JEWS IN ISTANBUL SYNAGOGUE ATTACK 

TO 'FRUSTRATIONS' AND 'LACK OF PROGRESS' TOWARD A MIDEAST PEACE 

NEW YORK, Sept. 11 -- Statements by former President Jimmy Carter and the Episcopal 

Bishop of New York, the Rev. Paul Moore Jr., attributing the slaughter of Jews at 

prayer in the great synagogue of Istanbul to ''lack of progress in the Middle East" and 

"the frustrations of third-world persons" were assailed yesterday by Rabbi Alexander M. 

Schindler, president of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 

Addressing a memorial service for the Turkish terrorist victims at UAHC headquarters 

here, Rabbi Schindler declared: 

"Bishop Moore is no anti-Semite, nor is Jimmy Carter. But their attempt to find 

excuses for those who slaughter innocents gives us pause. 

"One must wonder at their failure to understand that Arab terrorists don't want peace 

in the Middle East. Palestinians who evince even a minimal interest in some form of 

accommodation with Israel are quickly cut down. Arab terrorism is not the consequence of 

any failure to attain peace in the Middle East. It is, rather, the principal cause of 

the failure to move toward negotiations and a resolution of Arab-Israel differences." 

/In a statement following the attack on the synagogue 1 former President Carter 
-linked the terrorist action to the failure to achieve peace in the Middle 

East and said terrorism would continue as long as conflicts remain unresolved. 
"The origin of this terrorism, including the dastardly actions in Pakistan, is 
the lack of progress in the Middle East," Mr. Carter said in an address at 
Oachita Baptist University in Arkadelphia, Ark. "It will not improve until the 
question ·of the rights of the Palestinians is addressed·." 

/-Bishop Moore said: "I do not condone terrorism of any kind, but some of the 
-reasons behind it have do do with the frustrations of third-world persons. I 

don't think we are doing enough to try to understand what it is that causes 
this rage. It is a very complex phenomenon that cannot_be cured merely by 
additional security and an occasional bombing of Libya.~/ 

Rabbi Schindler said it was ''absurd" to link worldwide terrorism with the failure 

of the Arabs and Israelis to come to tenns. Commenting on what he called Mr. Carter's 

"shallow analysis," Rabbi Schindler stated: 

(more) 
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Why Israel Is Target of Terrorists 

"The spiritual matrix of radical Shi'ism is Khomeini's Iran, and its nemesis is 

modernity. The West is the bearer of modernity and America is the leader of the West. 

America, therefore, is the ultimate quarry. All others, including Israel, are only 

secondary targets, obstacles along the way to America's downfall. 

"It is America, and what it stands for, that is the target of Moslem terrorism --

free speech and free enterprise, a religious tradition that permits those of all faiths 

and those of any faith to live in tranquility, a nation of laws and not of men (certainly 

not of holy men), and a moral code that stands against bigotry and discrimination based 

on race or religion or national origin or gender. 

"That is what the ayatollahs hold in contempt. That is what they mean to extirpate. 

Ameicans are not the target of terrorist attacks because our country befriends Israel. 

Rather, Israel is subject to terrorism in no small measure because it is seen as the out

post of Western values in the Middle East. 

"That is why Marxist and Moslem radicals are in league with one another and receive 

significant support ,from the Soviet Union. Both seek the downfall of Western democracies. 

And both deem terrorism the most suitable weapon for attaining their common goal. 

"President Carter should know all this -- he and Bishop Moore, and the many others 

who propagate the myth that the Arab-Israel conflict is at the core of world terrorism" 

Telegram to Turkish Ambassador 

Following the memorial service, which was also addressed by Charles J. Rothschild Jr. 

chairman of the board of trustees, the UAHC sent a telegram to the Turkish ambassador 

to Washington, Sukru Elekdag, commending the government of Turkey for its "steadfast deter 

mination to oppose terrorism and to maintain a climate of tolerance of which Turkey has 

been rightfully proud." 

The memorial service was conducted by Rabbi Gary Bretton-Granatoor, assistant 

director of the New York Federation of Reform Synaogugues. Cantor Richard Botton of 

Central Synagogue in New York, whose mother grew up in Istanbul and was a member of 

the Neve Shalom congregation, sang the El Mole Rachamim. 

9/11/86 X • X X 



Victims of Terror 
At Synagogue 
ISTANBUL, Turkey, Sept. 8 

(AP) - Following is a list of 
the worshipers killed and 
wounded in the attack on the 
Neve Shalom Synagogue on 
Saturday. The list was pro
vided by Jewish leaders in Is
tanbul. 

Dead 
ALHALEL, Jozef 
ANJEL, Salamon 
ATALAY, Yuda Levi 
BABAZADE, Mlrva 
BAROKAS, Izak 
BARUH, Danyel Daryo 
BEHAR, David, a cantor 
CITTONE, Selim Salom 
ERESKENAZI, Binyamin 
ERGUN, Aser, a cantor 
ERGUN, Ibrahim 
GERSON, Izak 
HARA, Elyezer 
LEVI, Molz 
LEVI, Rensiyon 
MATALON, Yakov 
MUSAOGLU, Leon Levi 
NESIM, Rafael 
OZFINS, Robert Israel 
SAUL, Molz 
SENKAL, Sefany~ 

Wounded 
ERESKENAZI, Avram 
GENC, Yaset Levi 
SAMRANO, Jak 
SITRAN, Molz l ______ , 
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A SERVICE OF REMEMBERANCE 

6 ELUL, 5746 10 SEPTEMBER, 1986 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

In rhi: pn:scnc,· of ,: y<.:s 
which w1tncsscJ chc:: slaughrc.:r, 
which saw the upprc::ssiun 
chc:: hc:arc .:oulJ nor 61:ar, 
and a.s \\ itnt:ss the:: he.ire 
rhac oncl'. raughc compassion 
until rht.: Jays c.1mc:: cu pass 
chac crushc::d human fi:ding, 
I havi: rakl'.n ,10 u.1rh: To rcmt:mbc::r ic all, 
cu rl'.mc:mbi:r, nor once:: co forget! 
forgc::c noc one:: thing cu the:: lase gc::ni:racion 
whl'.n dt:grad.iciun shall cc::asc::, 
to chc lase, to ics ending, 
wht:n the:: rod uf imcruccion 
shall have:: comt: co conclusion. 
An oach: Noc in vain passed uvc::r 
cht: nighc of chc:: ct:rror . 
.'\n oach: No morning shall st:c:: mt: ac 

tlcsh-pucs again . 
.-\n oach: Ll'.St from chis wc:: lc::arnc::d 

nothing. 

Congregation: Life is not fair. The wrong people get sick and the 

Reader: 

wrong people get robbed and the wrong people get killed 
in wars and in accidents. Some people sc:e lifc:'s unfairness 
and decide, "Thc:re is no God; the world is nothing but 
chaos." Others see the same unfairness and ask themselves, 
"Where do I get my sense of what is fair and unfair? Where 
did I get my sense of outrage and Indignation, iny instinc• 
tive response of sympathy? Don't I get these things from 
God? Doesn't God plant in me a iittle bit of the divine 
outrage at my injustice and oppression, just as God did for 
the prophets of the Bible? Isn't my feeling of compassion 
for the afflicted just a reflection of the compassion God 
feels in seeing the suffering of God's creatures? Our 
responding to life's unfairness with sympathy and right
eous indignation, God's compassion and God's anger 
working through us, may be the surest proof of all of God's 
reality. 

Every generation of our people has witnessed suffering at the 
hand of oppressors -- people bent on our destruction. Every 
generation has handed over loved ones, women and men who died 
'al kidush haShem' - sanctifying God's name_ Ten Martyrs, 
teachers and sages all, died with God's name on their lips. 
These Ten Martyrs are symbols of the myriads of our human 
f~mily who perished, leaving us a little emptier. Eyleh 
Ezkerah -- These things I will always remember .... 
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Reader: 

R: 

C: 

R: 

C: 

R: 

C: 

R: 

t1<Ha11ce like a monster has dei·oured uur ,w.inyrs C1s 111 unc 
lung day uf blood. Rulers hare aris1t11 thruugh the endlt!.,::i 
y ears. uppressfre. sarage in their wiiles.1· puwer, jilled 1~·ith u 
) utile thought: to make un end of that 1~-hid1 Cud has 
cherished. 

have t..i.ken an oath: to remember it all. 
T 0 n:member-to forget nothing at all. 
Forgetting nothing of this, 
Till the tenth generation, 
Till the grief disappears, 
To the last, to its ending, 
Till the punishing blows are ended for good . 
l swear this night of terror 
Shall not have passed in vain; 
I swear this morning I'll not live unchanged, 
As if l were no wiser t:ven now, even now . 

Dear God, so much innocent bloodshed! 
We are supposed to be created in Your image. 
But O how we have distorted it. 

When we recall the beastly acts of people. 
We are aslrnmeu to be humw1. 
When we read of the nobility uf their victims, 
We are proud to be Jews. 

Teach us, 0 Go<l, to honor our martyrs, 
By being vigilant in defense of our people everywhere, 
And by fighting cruelty, persecution, and hate. 

But must cruelty always be? 
Must viciousness ever be the signature of /Jumunity'? 
N:J! No! We refuse to accept that! 
We refuse to give hatred the last word . 
BP.cause we have known the power of love. 

We refuse to believe that cruelty will prevail, 
Because we have felt the strength of kindness. 
We ri=ifuse to award the ultimate victory to evil. 
Because we believe in You. 

So help us, 0 God, .to draw strength f rom our faith, 
And help us, our -(:,.:, ,:-1 , to live by our faith. 

Where there is hatred, may we bring love. 
Where there is pain, may we bring healing. 
Where there is darkness, may we bring light. 
Where there is despair, may we bring hope. 
Where there .is discord, may we bring harmony. 
Where there is strife, may we bring peace. 
Make this a better world and begin with us. 

Silent Prayer 

.'~~iJ1 '71~ ,:~ ,'9'.~~7 '~~ 1i'frJ ,~..,79~ 1i~77 r~: 
May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of my heart, be 
acceptable to You, 0 Ge-::!. my Rock and my Redeemer. 
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Cantor: 

R: 

In memor_v of Jewish marty rs: 

,U7Q~W c,71i1t?iJ1 c,w, ,piJ n 1r.J1¥~ c,iJ?z::$ 7 1~ r: 

v,.,p ',:; ip~r:;r~Wl iy:;it?~Wl 1!:l7f.V~Wl it:iqt?J~ l.P. 
r11~iiJ ,:;:;i i1Rl~ (r,7,7_,J) il_1J ,~~i1/ i1:ll-9 .CiµiJ 
r11i1i:l Ci1,n'tid!:lJ i1J,,i1r, ,i1T i:Jtll:l ,Ci1,D1r.Jtu~ 

I •: .. : • T I '." ; ' ' ." - ! ' ·: • 

,:i·p~~1 PO~: c;:r1;it< n,nl¥~ c,v c,~OiJ i1i~:;i 
n,,~R7:f1 cip,7=t it(~ C~) ,i1~7./ ?Ol i1R=;l7 i1ll.q 

.p~~ i~x:J1 ,11}' u;iw 

May God remember the souls of our martyrs, holy and 
pure, who dedicated their deaths- to God. In remembrance 
of them I shall perform acts of tzedakah and kindness. 
May their souls be treasured in the cluster of immortals, 
along with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, 
Rachel, and Leah, and all the righteous men and women 
who have merited a share in the world to come. Amen. 

El M aiey Rachamim (for all our de parred) 

i11J1J)? K:f,;JiJ .C,r,:l1i'?~ p,w .c,r,:3q1 K7.~ ?~ 
c,~,,p n,',~~~ .i1~'~t¥iJ ,~➔=~ nop i1i1J~ 
-',~ n10t¥~-n~ ,C'7'iJT~ :;"i.=no iiJ!f C"71i1t,?1 
'J:l ,J,nx-',:i n,ovJ-nx, C1"i1 1Ji:lTi1ill i1?x 

•• I 1•• -, T I ' '." ; • - : 1- I ' '.' •: •• 

',:;# ,CWiJ nw-:n~-',:; c~~J 1it;,??i1/ '~l~: 
717:l"1 .c,o',1y', 1'!:lJ:J ino:i c-,,r,o, cionii1 

I ' : ' T : T T : '." t •• : .. • ; - • - 1 • T 

,nu,, .cn',nJ x1i1 ,, .cnr.JwJ-nx □"'ni1 i1i:l:l 
I 'f' I 'P T -, • -, t T T : • '.' • • • : • 

q~~ i~XJ/ .01?~:;i C.Q1:l=?t?J,;-?:d 

0 God in heaven, filled with compassion for those You 
bring into this world, grant complete repose to the souls of 
all those we are remembering today, and to all our people 
who have given their lives to sanctify Your name. Sheltered 
by Your div ine wings, may they join the company of the 
holy and pure who shine as bright as heaven. Bring their 
souls into the bond of life that, with You as th1:ir portion, 
they may repose in peace. Amen. 

\JI Combine all the woes that temporal and ecclesiastical 
tyrannies have ever inflicted on individuals or nations, and 
you will not have reached the full measure of suffering which 
this martyr people was called upon to endure century upon 
century. It was as if all the powers of earth had conspired
and they did so conspire-to exterminate the Jewish people,. 
ur at least to transform it into a brutalized hor<le. History dare 
net pass over in silence these SCP.~P.s of well r,igh unuttP.rable 
misery. It is her duty to give a true and vivid ac.:count of them; 
to evoke due admiration for the superhuman endurance of 
this suffering peop le, ana to testify that Israe l, like Jacob in 
t h11 days of old, has striven with gods and with men, ,ind hJ.,, 
(1 revailed. 
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- , . ' 
ln chc: rising of rhc: sun and in its going Jown , we remember 
rhc:m. 

/11 lite blowi11g vf cite wind ,ind lll che dnll ,-._f nwccr·. 11·c re
member chem. 

In the: opening of buds JnJ in rhc: rc:birch of spnng , Wt'. n:
mc:mber chc:m. 

[11 tire blueness vf Lite sky .ind in lite w 11n11c/1 vf .swuma, \\'c' 

remember !Item. 

[n the rustling of k-avc:s and in the: bc:Jucy of ..iucumn, we re
member them. 

In the beginning of the year and when it ends, we rc.>member 
them. 

\Vhen we are weary anJ in nc:c:d of scrc:ngrh, we n:mc:mbc:r 
chem. 

\-Vlten we are lost u11d sick ,1c ltearr, we remember them. 

\Vhen we have joys we yearn co share, we n.:membcr thc:111. 

So lvng u.s we live, tltry too shall live, Ji>r they .ire now II p,irt 
of us, u.s we remember them. 

, i1lJ1Yl:;, ~l=;l.,7 ~97.V=fl ~~7 i19~ tVlR~:1 ~1~·;,: 
Ylt•ga•dal ve•yit·ka·dash she·mei ra•ba be•at·ma di•ve•ra chi·re·u·tei, 

r,,;,.·,=t1 '~r:r=ti' 1i=i'Qi'=;l1 1i=i'~IJ=fl ;i1::n=i79 T7'?~1 
ve•yam•lich mal•chu·tei be•cha•yei•chon u•ve•yo·mei•chon u-ve·cha·yei 

de•chot beit • 

-1~~ :119~1 ,:l'7R F~f:;1 ~7Hl~ I ~~l~: 
Yls·ra•eit, ba·a•ga•la u•vi•ze•man ka·riv, ve+me-ru: a·mein. 

-~!Q7¥ 'Q7¥71 07317 77~'? ~97 i1Q~ ~0: 
Ye•hei she·mei ra•ba me•va-rach le·a·lam u-le•at·mei al-ma•ya. 

11iJQ:1 ,~~JQ:1 09}1 Q:1 ,~~Q:1 ,n~~:1 T'J:;lQ: 
Yll·ba•rach ve·yish•ta·bach, ve·yit·pa·ar ve•yit·ro•mam ve·yit ·na·sei, ve•yit·ha·dar 

.,fl~ ~~¥.7 ,~m 7'7~ ,~~"T1i'7 ;iq~ ~~iJQ~l ~~¥Q~l 
ve•yit•a•leh ve•yit •ha•lal she•mei de•ku·de·sha. be·rich hu, le·ei-la min kol 

,~9~;,:;i 1TP~1 ~Q9i::91 ~i:ir:i:;i~0 , ~QT~1 ~Z:,~7~ 
bi•re•cha·ta ve•shi·ra·ta, tush·be·cha·ta ve·ne·che·ma•ta. da•a•mi·ran be•al·ma, 

ve·i·me•ru: a·mein. 

I 'ttl~:·,~-'¥1 1J'?l? O'~!Jl ~:Q~~ t-97 ~97~ ~0: 
Ye•hei she·la•ma ra•ba min she•ma·ya ve·cha·yim a·lei·nu ve·al kol Yis·ra·eil, 

ve-i-me·ru: a·mein. 

O•seh sha·lom bi •me•ro•mav, hu ya·a-seh sha·lom a- lei-nu ve·al kol 

. F~~ :11 9~1 , '~7~: 
'r'is•ra·eil, ve•i·me·ru: a•mein. 
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C MMUNITY RELAT IONS ADVISORY COUNC IL 

'143 PARK AVENU E SOUTH, NEW YORK, N E W Y ORK 10016 • 684-6950 

September 8, 1986 

ro: NJ~C and CJF Member Agencies 

Fm-1: Michael A. Pelavin, Chairman 
Albert D. Chernin, Executive Vice Chairman 

RE: UBGENl' ACTION ~CNS ON ISTANBUL SYNA~ MJRDERS 

"In consultation this weekend and today with a broad array of carrnunal 
leadership, including our member agency congregational bodies and the 
Synagogue Council of Arrerica, we recommend the following actions in response 
to the brutal terrorist attack on fellow Jews at 'hOrship at the Neve Shalan 
Synagogue in Instanbul, Turkey: 

1- That carrnunities send, irrmediately, cables of sympathy and solidarity 
to Istanbul's Chief Rabbi and the President of the Istanbul Jewish 
Camnunity, 

Rav David Asseo and Jacques Dicet 
Benoglu 
Yemenici Sokak 23 
ISTANBUL, TURKEY 

The text of oor cable is attached. Please feel free to draw upon our 
cable in drafting your own and note any observance or service you will hold. 

2. That CRCs throughout the country organize, in cooperation with local 
Board of Rabbis, rabbinical asscciation, and congregational bodies, a protest 
merrorial service to be held, preferably; this Wednesday, in conjunction with 
the funeral of the victims that day in Istanbul. Please seek the widest 
possible attendance of camu.mity leadership and Christian clergy as a 
demonstration of camu.mity solidarity and resolve to press for eve~ rrore 
vigorous efforts to C'Clllbat international terrorism . 

In this connection, the merrorial should also deplore the murder of those 
of all nationalities and religions, including several Arrericans, who were 
killed and injured by Palestinian terrorists aboard Pan Arrerican Flight 073 in 
Karachi, Pakistan. Although there is no apparent evidence linking t hese two 
crimes, they are part of a clear and undeniable pattern of violence nurtured 
and sustained by the Palestinian terrorist rrovement, to target Jews-not Just 
Israelis-for terror and death. 

In inviting the participation of general corrmunity leadership and clergy, 
please be mind.~· .1 that sane national religious spokespeople and media ccmren
tators have advanced the IIDrally reprehensible "root causes" excuse. These 
unspeakable atrocities, perhaps IIDre than other previous events, demonstrate 
the bankruptcy of such a notioo. The theme that should be developed is that 
the international carmunity, led by the United States, must now be called upon 
to make tangible its ccmmitment to ferret out and punish those who ccmnit such 
crimes, those who support them, and those who give them shelter and sanctuary. 

ClB:mh O,EX, CJF-EX, PCO, ITF-NJ 

tel Spa Fort Lauderdale, FL 
-~~ 



T E X T O F C A B L E 

September 8, 1986 

Rav David Asseo, Chief Rabbi and 
Mr. Jacques Dicet, President of the Istanbul Jewish Ccmnunity 
Benoglu 
Yemenici Sokak 23 
Istanbul, Turkey 

Our hearts cry out with yours in the pain of the incalculable loss and 

unspeakable crime perpetrated on the Jews of Istanbul this Shabbat. No words 
can adequately express our shock, outrage and sorrcw at the murder of 22 

fellC7N Jews at worship. 

Tcday, the National Jewish Camu.mity Relations Advisory Council, as the 
national planning and coordinating bcdy for the field of Jewish carmunity 
relations, is calling upon every Jewish cc::mm.mity in the United States to 
gather in synagogue on Wednesday, with leaders of the general camu.mity and 

Christian clergy in attendance, to share our grief with you and to express t.1e 
solidarity of the Jewish people and all civilized people, against an evil t.~at 
strikes so deliberately and cowardly against Jews. 

We pledge our every effort as individuals and as an Arner ican Jewish can

Il'lllili ty to Irove our government and all responsible national bcdies to initiate, 
at long last, a full scale attack against international terrorists, those who 
support them and those who shelter them. 

As we join in the Kaddish.affirming the glory of the Almighty and the 
sanctity of life, we pledge our determination that through the strength of 

justice, civilization and brotherhocx:i, such crimes against our people and 

humanity will not go unpmished. 

Michael A. Pelavin 
Chairman 

Albert D. Chernin 
Executive Vice Chairman 

443 Park Avenue South, New York, New York 10016 
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Union of American Hebrew Con3re3ations 

rl\TRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INS flTUTE OF REI IGION 
838 FIFTH AVENUE . NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 12121 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC 

September 19, 1986 

Ambassador Sukru Elekdag 
Turkish Embassy 
1606 Twenty-third Stretl't NW 
Washington, D.C. 20008 

Dear Ambassador Elekdag, 

We express deep appreciation through you to your govenunent 
and the Turkish people for their unqualified support to 
the members of Neve Shalom synagogue of Tstanbul in their 
hours of horrendous tragedy. Our appreciation is offered 
on behalf of more than one million men, women and children 
of the 800 congregations of Refonn Judaism throughout the 
United States and Canada. 

At a crowded Memorial Service in the Chapel of our building 
in -New York today, we conm,ended the government of Turkey 
for its "steadfast cletennination to combat terrorism and 
to preserve the climate of tolerance for its Jewish citizens." 

We extend our profow1d sympathy, therefore, not only to 
our fellow .Jews but also to a]l those in your country who 
share with us anguished sorrow for this incomprehensible act 
of violence. 

Sincerely, 

,,- I ' 
/ I / 

) 

l• / / .,,.. : / '··• .. ·- ···, / j_. /./ . I_ . ; 
. I::" c., / _ _ ., ,, -. ; • · · ..,. _ _1 /· - ~--f,"..<.',:·~,E--- ··------ ' ' , 

AJ exander M. Schindler Chc1rles ,J. Rothschild Jr . • 
President Chainnan 



CATHOLICS JOIN - IN MOURNING -VICTIMS., 
CONDEMNING ATTACK ON SYNAGOGUE 

DATE: September 8, 1986 

FROM: Carl Eifert 

0 - 202/659-6700 
H - 703/768-6948 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

WASHINGTON--Bishop James W. Malone, Presidel)t of the National 

Conference of Catholic Bishops, has called "the slaughter of 

innocent people ~t prayer" in the synagogue in Istanbul a 

"heinous and callous assault on all that is sacred to humanity." 
The Bishop of Youngstown, Ohio, issued this statement: 

On Saturday, Septeml:::er 6th, the world was shocked by the attack on the Neve Shalom Synagogue in Istanbul, Turkey. As the small congregation gathered for their Sabbath prayers of --peace, ruthless gunrnenopened fire .with automatic weapons. 

The slaughter of innocent people at prayer must be condemned as a particularly heinous and callous assault on all that is sacred to humanity. 

The Catholic community of the United States joins with its Jewish brothers and sisters in mourning the victims, and .in prayer for their families. 

X,ISR,A 

NATIONAL CATHOLIC OFFICE FOR INFORMATION 

1312 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. • WASHINGTON. □. C . 20005 



, 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE 
CHURCHES OF CHRIST1NTHEU.S.A. 

475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115 Room 880 212-870-2141 
Philip A. Cousin, President Arie A. Brouwer, General Secretary 

-YOUR INFORMA1\Qlj 

Rabbi Henry Michelman 
Executive Vice President 
Synagogue Council of America 
327 Lexington Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Henry: 

September 8, 1986 

We are shocked and outraged about the unspeakable horror of the massacre in 
Istanbul during Sabbath services this weekend. Although extremist terrorist 
actions occur on a weekly basis and numb us to horro_r, we find ourselves in 
disbelief that anyone, for any reason, would deliberately slaughter members of 
a community at worship. ·The fact that it was a Jewish community in a predom
inately Muslim country further complicates the tragedy. The obvious anti
Jewish nature of the attack is a painful reminder of continuing anti-semitism, 
an affront to all human beings. 

Through you we offer our deepest sympathy to the families of the victims and 
to all who suffer from this atrocity. Indeed, the whole human family is 
diminished. 

- - - - ---·- - -
Be assured of ·our continuing r esolve- to work with you, as a people of faith, 
toward the day when religious diversity is not only tolerated but celebrated 
as a part of t _he richness of God's creation. Even as we work toward that day, 
we extend to you our deepest sympathies in this time of loss. 

Grace and Peace, 

Arie R. Brouwer 

cc: American Jewish Committee 
American Jewish Congress 
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
Byron Haynes 
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PRELATES JO°IN ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
FOR VICTIMS OP TERRORISM .IN MIDEAST 

DATE: September 11, 1986 

FROM: Carl Eifert 

0 - 202/659-6700 
H - 703/768-6948 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

WASHINGTON--Three Catholic bishops joined in an interfaith 

memorial observance for victims of terrorism in Pakistan and 

Turkey. 

Bernard Cardinal Law of Boston, Archbishop James Hickey of 

Washington and Bishop William Keeler of Harrisburg, Chairman of 

the Bishops' Committee for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs, 

___ Q.artj,_9ipa ted _ i_n _ the __ sery_ice_ (Sept. _10 ) _ _ a~ _J:-~_"'.__ J,utheran Church of 

the Reformation, Washington, D.C. 

The 18 civilians murdered , by hijackers at Karachi and the 21 

elderly Jewish worshippers, including seven rabbis, slain in an 

Istanbul synagogue, were remembered and prayed for during the 

ceremony. 

"Two weeks ago yesterday," Cardinal Law said, "I stood and 

prayed and wept with 100 other pilgrims, Catholics and Jews, at 

Auschwitz. Our prayers and cries were 'Never again!' And yet 

here we stand again and here we mourn again, all too often 

/more 

NATIONAL CATHOLIC OFFICE FOR INFORMATION 

1312 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE. N .W . • WASHINGTON, D . C. 20005 
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2/Terrorism 

finding ourselves in these kinds of settings .... 

"Auschwitz and these acts are singular reminders of the evil 

of which humanity is capable," he said. 

Cardinal Law, after quoting Isaiah, said that prophet was 

"urging us to a more concerted effort in our own nation to 

contribute to a world that recognizes that we are, each of us, 

brother and sister." 
.. 

Archbishop Hickey expressed the condolences of the National 

Conference of Catholic Bishops' Administrative Committee to the 

families of the victims. Bishop Keeler read Psalm 130, which 

begins: "Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord." 

Other participants included the Rev. Lewis Anthony, Pastor 

of Varick Memorial AME Zion Church; Rabbi Andrew Baker, 

Washington Area Director, the American Jewish Committee; Norman 

GolstP. i n : 'P r ,· -:; i. nP.nt:: :r~w i_sh CoTn.mun i ty Council of .Washington; the 

Rev. Arnold Keller, Senior Pastor, Lutheran Church of the 

Reformation; the Rev. Gerald Klever, Senior Pastor, Sixth 

Presbyterian Church; D.C. Delegate to Congress Walter Fauntroy, 

Pastor of New Bethel Baptist Church; Betty Sachs, President, 

Washington Chapter of the American Jewish Committee, and Rabbi 

Sidney Schwarz, Executive Director, Jewish Community Council of 

Washington. 

i i i 

X, ISR 



STATEMENT - KARACHI - ISTANBUL 

SOlJI'HERN BAPI'ISTS - 9/9/86 

Southern Baptists larrent the terrible acts of terrorism perpetuated in 
Karachi and Istanbul in the past~-

Many Baptists in their 'vbrship Services on Sunday and in private de
votions before and since have prayed for comfort for the grieving 
families of victims of both outrages, for healing of the injured and 
for a change of heart in all those who oonsider such unjust and violent 
acts as acceptable. 

'Ib.ese terrible acts are expressions of impersonal hate brought to a 
focus in the latter case upon the Jews. W: have seen before, all too 
often, all too recently, all too oonpletely, the depths of suffering 
and the rroral chaos such hatred can lead to. It rrust stop. The 

terrorists rrust be brought to quick and clear justic. The· value of the 
rule of law and the intolerability of chaos rrust be comrunicated strongly. 

Particularly it is to be stressed that religion rrust not be used as a 
ruse for acts of terrorism. It is no love of God or hurranity that inpels 

- ------- -terrorists to strike. - It -is-hatred and evil and,- from a religious 
standpoint, unrighteous. 



JOHN CARDINAL O'CONNOR - ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW YORK - HOMILY, SEPI'EMBER 7th 

"I.et us remind ourselves to pray in this Mass for those who ~e 
killed in the hijacking in Karachi and for those killed as reported in 
this riorning's paper in the Synagogue in Istanbul. 

Every form of terrorism is to be condemned, is reprehensible, is 
horrendous. Certainly this is true of what happened in Karachi, but 
there is something particularly al:xmri.nable aoout killing people in cold 
blocd while they pray and it is especially heinous if it is directly 
against our Jewish brothers and sisters because they are Jewish and 
because they claim so justifiably a -11.areland of their own. °VE nust, all 
of us, examine our consciences ·to ask if in any way, \"'= have ever con
tributed to the kinds of prejudice and bitterness and hostility that 
can ultinE.tely explode in a tragedy of this sort. 

So I ask you if you will rerrember all of these and their families 
in your prayers during this Mass." 



"" I .,_ 
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M:,hamred T. ~di, Secretary General of the National Council of 
Islamic Affairs, a leading M:,slem education group, stated that 
the attack on the Synagogue in Istanbul was, "a violation of the 
letter and spirit of Islam which specifically prohibits any 
violence against ~rshipers of places of ~rship. " He added, "the 
assault was carried out by read persons 'Who have murdered not 
only Jewish ~rshirers but also have inflicted equally great 
damage on Islam." 

Father John Lennon, Pastor of .St. Gregory the Great Roman Catholic 
Omrch said, "W: today in ·our rrasses joined together with all the 
p:x,r Jewish reople 'Who have suffered so much. 'Ihis crirre is against 
everything we stand for regardless of religion, race or nationality. 
It's slapping the face of God." 

Rev. Avery D. Post, president of the United Olurch of Olrist, said 
that "all acts of terro~ism are . to be -condemned, 'Whether rerretrated 
by I?Olitical rroverrents or by governrrents. To forestall further 
terrorism we must all ~rk with renewed vigor to resolve the .under
lying issues that provoke . such misguided violence. But hoW=ver 
sympathetic we rray be with Palestinian aspirations for self-deter
mination, no right-thinking persons can condone the nethods these 
rerretrators have employed." 
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COUR?;tA '(.EUR;\iaiy, Sept. 7 (AP}, _brothe~ _gatpei;~:.,.iD;i,~- -~-~~~:,;,,?~ - From -an: Alpine•,peak near Mont: prayer. • • · .. . :- ,. ,:- t ... ::.' ,·:·:•.:::/!~. 
Blan~ Pope_lJohn_ F>aul II:.sai<F toda1-" f "In the fa~ of' thesf?-horr,eooous.;an~ 
that terrorist atta~ on. a'jetllner- in, almost unbeli~vabl~ ~ve~ts; :th~ ~ P~~ and ·a i;ynagogue iJi . Turkey ID~ for -~c~ turns . into·, angu1s_fi; •• -~' had turned bopes tor- peace•·into. an- said dunng _h1s blessing, broad<:a.sJ hvt guish. . . . • : . . . . •· • _ • on,-Itali_an teleYisio~ • and ~transnilttec 

"It is necessary, withput ·delay,- to do · worldwide by satellite. . . . _ . . 
everything possible to put an.end to,the- The Pope the~ walked • careful!~ incessant escalation of hatred:and l er- along an.arrow, rocky path to pray.at~ 
rorism," the Pope said at his· Sunday· statue of Mary the queen of, Peace. \ noon blessing from ·the ,7 68Uoot'-high: ·. •Toe Pope was making a 24-hour.-visi peak of- Mount Chetif. ' . • ._, • to the Val d'Aosta region at the foot~ 

From his pulpit facing the . snowy Mont Blanc. 
-peak of Mont Blanc, Europe's highest • .Earlier today he flew by helicopter to 
mountain at 15,711 feet, John Paul said the Brenva Glacier on Mont Blanc's he was praying for the .souls of the southern face, at an altitude of about 
more than three dozen people killed in 11,ooe feet.· Wearing a white ski jacket the two terrorist episodes. He called over his .cassock, a ca:p with ear flaps 
the atta~ insane. . and·white snow boots, he strolled alone

1 _ Taking 'Blood of Brothers' . ·on the gla_cier for about 20_ minutes. , . . . . . John P~ul, an avid .. skl~ and out- I He spoke_ of his intense sadness and doorsman in his youth in his native Po- ' offer~ hls -stron~est condemnation of. land, said in his blessing that the si- , the· hiJacking Fnday of a Pan Amer- lence of the mountains was a "silence ' lean Airways jumbo jet in Karachi and .in which man can hear-more distinctly , the attack Saturday on a synagogue in the iMer echo of the voice of God." 
Ist&J!bul: • • He hailed the mountaineers who first 

The • Pope said the terrorists had climbed Mount Blanc 200 years ago 
taken the blood of innocent victims, and said their feat should serve as an "blood of traveling brothers; blood of example of perseverance today. 
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Schindler:Notes for OpEd article on Terrorism 

Western European heads of state will come to the Tokyo summit with 
their own plan to counter international terrorism: eliminate its ''root 
cause,'' the failure of the Arabs and the Israelis to come to terms. Let 
the United states resume its forecful leadership in this sphere. Once a 
Middle East peace process is under way -- a11d surely once it is resolved 

terrorism will cease. 

One must wonder at the political naivite that this notion lays 
bare. It reveals an abysmal failure to understand what the present 
struggle is all about and what the ultimate aims of international 
terrorism really are. 

To begin with, Arab terrorists are scarcely dismayed by the Middle 
East stalemate. Quite the opposite is true. They are delighted with the 
deadlock and they will do everything in their power to impede its 
resolution and to scuttle any agreement which might be reached. Arab 
leaders showing the slightest impulse toward moderation are cut down by 
the P.L. □. And if Israel were to withdraw all the way back to the '67 
lines or even the '49 lines for peace with Jordan, Syria would 
immediately unleash a more intensive terrorist campaing to deal the 
peace its deathblow (recall, if you will, how very quickly Syria 
demanded that Lebanon abrograte the treaty which it had negotiated so 
painstakingly with Israel). Arab terrorism is certainly not the 
consequence of any failure to attain peace in the Middle East. It is, 
rather, the principal cause ot the failure to move toward negotiations 
and to achieve a peace. 

Further, it ought to be remembered that the Middle East is scarcely 
the only locus and source of terror. Radical factions abound in our 
world. There is the Armenian ASALA, the German Baader-Meinhof gang, and 
the Italian Red Brigades. The British must contend with the Irish 
Republican Army the Spaniards with the Basques and the Turks with their 
Gray Wolves. Latin America has its Tupamaros and Monteneros, Japan its 
Red Army, and radical Sikhs blow an Air-India plane out of the s~ies 
over Canada. Not one of th2se terrorist bands, nor any of the many not 
listed, would pause in its indiscriminate slaughter of innocents were 
peace to come to the Middle East. 

Not even Arab terorism would cease in such a case, for its sweep 
is far wider and more distant than the West Bank or even all of Israel. 
The spiritual matrix of radical Shiism is Khomeini's Iran and its 
nemesis is modernity. The West is the bearer of modernity and America is 
the leader of the West. America, therefore, is the ultimate quarry. All 
others, including Israel, are only secondary targets, obstacles along 
the way to America's downfall. 

1 
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The Palestine problem is not at issue in this latest round of 
terrorist attacks against American soldiers in a West Berlin nightclub, 
or of an American company in Lyon, or an American diplomat in the Sudan. 
What is under challenge is the idea of America itself -- its military 
presence in Western Europe, its commercial presence around the world, 
its very life as a major power with a sat of ideas and with a 
determination to defend those ideas wherever they are threatened. 

It is America and what it stands for that is the target of Moslem 
terrorism -- free speech and free enterprise, a religious tradition that 
permits those of all faiths and those of no faith to live in 
tranquility, a nation of laws and not of men (certainly not of holy 
men), full equality for women, music, and dancing and blue jeans. 
This is what the ayatollahs hold in contempt. This is what they mean to 
extirpate. Amerjca js not the tarqet of terrorjst attack because our 
country befrjends !srae!.•. Rather, fsrae! \s subject to terrorjsm because 
it is seen as the outpost of Western va!ues \n the Mjdd!e East. 

And this is why Marxist and Muslim radicals are in league with one 
another and receive significant support from the Soviet 
seek the downfall of Western democracies. And both deem 
most suitable weapon for attaining their common goal. 

Union. 

The myth that Palestinian frustration is the root-cause of 
international terrorism provides suitable camouflage for its truer 
pur·1::iei'.:;c:::: .. It is i:,1 myth ·fe::-d by its ·vf.i:-r·y CH-•Jr·1 ~"-loq;,,1n:: "on(•,:,• p€·':ri,,;.eir·1''s;;. 
ter .. ror·ii::;t :i.f:,. c"1nothF~r· pt!::r·~:;;on''ss fr··c;?cedom fiqhtE?l'".'' This; motto too :i.,;,. a 
snare and a delusion. Freedeim fighters do not attack civilians; 
invariably, they pit themselves against superior feirces; soldiers are 
their primary target. Not so the terrorists. Civilians are their 
preferred prey, the eild, women, children -- anyone, in fact, except 
armed soldiers. And their ultimate goal is not tei liberate peoples but 
to frighten them into surrender and submission. 

Why, then, do the Kohl's and Craxis and their cohorts swallow and 
regurgitate such a myth? Greed may well be blinding them. Or perhaps 
they think that by paying the extorionist's price they themselves will 
escape the evil decree. They would be far better advised to act upon the 
truth inherent in the German maxim~ nur dje a~~er duemsten Kaelber 
waehJen ihre Schlaechter selber -- only the dumbest of calves choose 
their own slaughterers. 
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PLEASE Go AWAY 

Europhobia has swept the nation . Americans young and 
old recoil in horror from the prospect of transatlantic trav
el. That Pan Am boarding pass? Might as well be a signed
and-sealed death certificate. You're no fool : this summer 
it's open season on camera-carrying, well-fed, dollar-laden 
Americans over there. You figure you've had a good life so 
far, so why push your luck? So this year you're staying put. 
Or you'll take that cross-country trip you've always prom
ised yourself. You believe, as we do, in the right to die in 
bed peacefully when the time has come. 

Almost two million Americans planning trips abroad 
(roughly 35 percent of those with reservations) changed 
their travel plans in February . Of those, 1.4 million decided 
against all foreign travel. And that was before the American 
attack on Tripoli . Many tour agents indicate American 
travel to Continental Europe could be down 80 percent 
from last year, when a record 6.4 million Americans visit
ed. This year that figure could be barely a million. The 
collapse of the dollar is partly to blame, but terrorism 
seems to be the main cause. 

The primary effect of Colonel Qaddafi's war against 
Yankee imperialism, it would seem, is to save the 
United States Treasury hundreds of millio,ns of dollars 
in its balance of payments, at the expense primarily of 
Europe. There would be some justice in this if Americans 
who are canceling their trips abroad were motivated by the 
political desire to punish European nations for their cra
ven attitude toward terrorism . But that clearly is not the 
motive, for the most part . Americans are avoiding travel 
to Britain and Israel, two nations that have cooperated 
fully with the United States in taking strong action 
against terror. France and West Germany, which have im
posed stiffer diplomatic restrictions on Libyan embassies 
in recent weeks, may lose almost as much business this 
summer as Greece or Italy. Meanwhile, travel to the So
viet Union is up 50 percent over last year. The Soviet 
Union, ironically, is considered safe from terror, not 
just because it is a police state, but because it is the ma
jor sponsor of terror in the West . The Soviets, it is gener
ally agreed, arm and train revolutionary hit men from, 

l 

among others, the PLO and the Red Brigades. 
When millions of people allow themselves to be terror

ized out of their normal travel plans, terrorism has accom
plished its purpose. Of course you are under no moral 
obligation to be a hero on your vacation. But before hand
ing the terrorist international this important victory, please 
consider as calmly as possible how much heroism it actual
ly takes to travel abroad in the summer of 1986. 

According to the State Department, 23 Americans were 
killed in terrorist incidents worldwide last year, including 
ten in Europe and none in Israel. The chance of an Ameri
can's being killed by terrorists while abroad was about two 
in a million . The trend is in no particular direction. In 1974, 
42 Americans died at the hands of terrorists. In 1972 the toll 
was 23. By pointing this out, we don't mean to suggest that 
the current tally is tolerable, or to rule out the possibility of 
bloodier strikes in the months ahead. But wedo want to dis
pel the false notion that, based on statistics, travel to Europe 
or the Middle East is particularly hazardous to your health. 

In the first four months of 1986, five Americans were 
murdered by terrorists in Europe and 464 Americans were 
murdered on general principles in New York City. If you 
decide to take that cross-country trip, keep in mind that 
43,500 people were killed in domestic automobile accidents 
last year. That's about one in every 5,000 Americans, 100 
times the rate at which Americans who ventured abroad 
were killed by terrorists . Take a raft trip or rent a cabin by 
the lake? Well, 6,600 Americans drowned in 1983. (In fact 
more Americans drowned in their own bathtubs last year 
than died in terrorist attacks.) Almost 12,000 lost their lives 
in falls in 1983. Grizzly bears maul a handful at Yellowstone 
each year. And every summer a few unlucky campers die 
from severe allergic reaction to a bee sting. Maybe you 
should just stay home and sun yourself on the roof of your 
apartment building? Sorry, no form of travel is perfectly 
safe: 15 Americans a year die in elevator accidents. 

In short, there is no escaping risk. And the hysterical 
cancellation of travel plans is another good example of 
Americans' inability to think rationally about the trade-off 
both between risk and benefit and between different kinds 
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of risks. Glamorous, publicized risks loom large in the 
public mind; mundane, everyday risks are ignored. Most of 
those who are currently canceling their vacation or busi-
ness travel plans could do a lot more for their life expectan
cies by losing ten pounds. 

As an example of risk myopia, the present stay-at-home 
fever resembles the recent hysteria, still only slightly abat
ed, over AIDS. (See "AFRAIDS," TNR, October 14.) As 
with AIDS, it is celebrities who are making the biggest 
fools of themselves and setting the worst examples. Steven 
Spielberg, Martin Scorsese, and Whoopi Goldberg have 
declined to attend this summer's Cannes Film Festival due 
to concern over potential terrorist attacks. Even Sylvester 
Stallone, America's hard-bodied icon of ignorant jingoism, 
apparently will not be there. 

Some people are scared to travel even within the coun
try. Fifty second graders from an elementary school in 
Virginia had their field trip to a Washington museum can
celed because, said the school administration, "in view of 
the international situation, field trips to the District of 
Columbia are being discouraged." 

This is ridiculous. Terrorists know what they're doing. 
They play more to the American television cameras than to 
the audiences in their own countries. And it seems to be 
working. Don't let it. Go away. Now. 
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EDITORIAL 

Syrian Hype 
With the recent release of Rev. Lawrence Jenco from 19 

months of captivity in Lebanon-some of them spent 
chained to a wall in a badly ventilated cell-Western thank
you's, private and official, again freshened Syrian President 
Assad's makeup. The pattern, set when Assad released a 
downed U.S . Navy flyer to candidate Rev. Jesse Jackson just 
before the 1984 primaries, .has continued with only minor 
variations. Damascus "aided" in the escape of former hos
tage Jeremy Levin. It successfully "interceded" with the 
Lebanese Shi'ite Moslem hijackers of TWA flight 847 last 
summer and a few months later helped "arrange" the free
dom of hostage Rev. Benjamin Weir. 

The Moslem radicals holding American and other Western 
hostages in Lebanon-and their Syrian overlords-under
stand how to advance their interests by timely manipulation 
of the hostage issue. Those actually holding the captives, 
apparently the pro-Iranian Islamic Jihad, reportedly felt 
Western interest waning. Their chief demand-release from 
Kuwaiti jails of 17 colleagues and relatives convicted of the 
fatal bomb attacks on U.S. and French embassies in 
Kuwait-has not been met. So they agreed to Syrian pres
sure to release Jenco, demonstrating their "goodwill" while 
renewing the threat to their remaining prisoners. 

In the search for public relations victories to obscure its 
terrorism connection, Damascus occasionally manages to 
spring a Westerner. But the ploy doesn't work. Syria is still 
tied to the assassination of Lebanese President-elect Bashir 

VIEWING THE NEWS 

Gemayel in 1982, to the U.S. Marine barracks bombing in 
Lebanon in 1983, to the effort this spring to blow up an El Al 
plane in London-with hundreds of Americans aboard-and 
to a similar attempt in Madrid last month. By securing 
Jenco's release when it did, with Vice President Bush travel
ing in the Middle East but not to Syria, Hafez Assad's regime 
hoped to show itself as the Middle East's indispensable 
protagonist. 

Most Americans recognize this for what it is-political 
theater. But a few Americans do not. Peggy Say, sister of one 
of the Americans still prisoner-UPI reporter Terry Ander
son-demanded that the Administration "stop tap-dancing" 
and negotiate with the kidnappers. Say said that after meet
ings with Syrian officials in Damascus she "felt their great 
humanitarian sympathy," a feeling "I never felt even in my 
country." 

"Humanitarianism" is hardly the word for Syria's long
standing divide-and-conquer campaign in Lebanon. It has 
led to the anarchy of which the latest Beirut car-bombings 
and Western hostage-taking are a part. 

Neither Syria's "great humanitarian sympathy" nor the 
"goodwill" of its Lebanese surrogates needs to be tested or 
satisfied by hostage negotiations. The release of people 
whose freedom should never have been denied is a non
negotiable U.S. demand. Damascus deserves not thanks but 
censure, and not only censure but the kind of counter
measures which raise the costs of its violent politics higher 
than Assad will want to pay. 0 

Quash Subpoenas 
Israel will cooperate with the U.S . inves

tigation into allegations it improperly tried 
to obtain American cluster bomb technolo
gy, "but insists on the cancellation of the 
subpoenas to appear before a jury which 
were issued to eight members of the Israeli 
Defense Ministry mission in New York" 
(Kol Yisrael , July 24). Israeli officials have 
stressed that such subpoenas are unusual 
in international cases and unprecedented 
between allies. 

ried out by the Defense Ministry showed 
that not only was Israel not involved in 
stealing technology, but it even gave Wash
ington information on the new technology 
that the military industries had." 

Soviet Appreciation 
The Soviet Union's Ambassador to Syr

ia, Felix Fedotov, told a Damascus news 
conference that relations between the two 
countries "are continuously being devel
oped and strengthened" (Damascus Radio, 
July 24). Fedotov "noted that Syria stands 
at the forefront of the Arab states fighting 
all imperialist and Zionist plots which re
ject the Camp David agreements and all the 
... capitulationist solutions of the Middle 
East problem." 

In a related matter, "officials in the State 
and Defense Departments in Washington, 
as well as the U.S. ambassador to Israel, 
Thomas Pickering, have apologized to Isra
el" for the publicity given the allegations 
(Hadashot, July 23). "An examination car-

Autonomy Risk 
Israel's Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir 

told the monthly magazine Monitin, that he 
"certainly" favored autonomy for Palestin
ian Arabs living on the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip (Jerusalem Post, July 28). 
Asked if autonomy might result in estab
lishment of a sovereign country, Shamir 
said, "One must be careful that autonomy 
does not lead to the setting up ofa Palestin
ian state, but that's a risk one has to take. 
The international and regional realities ne
cessitate it." 

The ambassador said that Syria's posi
tion was "the reason for the U.S. imperi
alist grudges" against it. Fedotov added 
that "Syria's principled, firm policy is 
greatly appreciated in the Soviet 
Union .... " 

□ 

121 



NEAR EAST REPORT 

PERSPECTIVE 

Vice President in Israel 
V ice President George Bush's three

day visit to Israel-first stop on his 
Middle East tour which also was to include 
Jordan and Egypt-was the first visit to 
Israel by a top-level Administration official 
with foreign policy responsibilities in two 
years . It also was Bush 's first trip to Israel 
as Vice President; President Reagan has 
not visited the Middle East since assuming 
office and no Presidential trip is being 
planned. 

An Administration official said that Bush 
knows Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
and Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
(scheduled to change places with Peres on 
Oct. 7), Egyptian President Hosni Muba
rak and Jordan's King Hussein . But "he 
hasn ' t seen them in some time ; this is a 
chance to renew contacts." The source 
told NER after Bush arrived in Israel that 
the Vice President was carrying greetings 
from President Reagan but no new U.S. 
proposals on the peace process . According 
to the Administration, the 1982 Reagan 
plan remains "a sound basis for advancing 
the search for peace." 

The official explained that "in the ab
sence of a formula for direct negotia
tions"-a formula that "seemed to be 
emerging last year"-the Vice President 
would be looking for ways to keep the 
peace process alive. Washington is con
cerned because the " perception of stagna
tion" could lead to tension and even con
flict. 

Israel's efforts to improve the "quality of 
life" for Palestinian Arabs on the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, while not a substitute 
for negotiations , could give Palestinian 
Arabs a greater stake in moderation and 
stability. This, in turn, could lead to the 
evolution of a [non-PLO] political leader
ship which could join Israel and Jordan in 
negotiations , the official said. 

Israel rejects PLO participation, and 
Hussein is "fed up" with Chairman Yasir 
Arafat's political paralysis, the official said . 
However, Egypt "still thinks Arafat and his 
gang can be reformed .... " 

"There is another way," the official said. 
"In the absence of a radically different PLO 

· leadership." Arafat and company might 
"step aside" and permit non-PLO Palestin
ians loyal to them to negotiate. Such repre
sentatives. however, would have to do what 
the PLO refuses-show their sincerity by 
endorsing U. N. Security Council Resolu-

tions 242 and 338 , recognizing Israel and 
disavowing violence. The positive reaction 
by some Palestinian Arabs to the Peres
Hassan meeting in Morocco could be part 
of this "theoretical option." [In Jerusalem. 
Bush told a group of Palestinian Arabs that 
the United States will not meet with the 
PLO until it recognizes Israel. He also said 
that Washington would like to see Hussein 
hold direct negotiations with Israel.] 

Administration officials called the Mo
roccan meeting a "striking development 
which changed the atmosphere " and urged 
all leaders in the region "to do what Peres 
and Hassan have done . .. meet, sit down 
together and talk." 

As Bush's visit unfolded, the prospects 
of a stop in Morocco to support King 
Hassan II or the chance of presiding over 
an Israeli-Egyptian agreement on Taba ar
bitration (and a subsequent Mubarak-Peres 
summit) dimmed. Nevertheless, the Vice 
President had bilateral matters on his agen
da as well. The official said that in Israel he 
would discuss the country's economic sta
bilization program and the "critical" need 
"to find a way to grow again." and negotia
tions over construction of a Voice of Amer
ica transmitter in the Negev. 

While in Israel, Bush toured Jerusalem's 

Grain for Syria 

old city, accompanied by Mayor Teddy 
Kollek and others. Some Israelis expressed 
pleasure at the openness of the visit to an 
area often shunned in the past by Adminis
tration officials on formal visits. Despite 
Israel's annexation, the U.S. still considers 
east Jerusalem and the Old City as "oc
cupied territory." Asked before the trip if 
the concentration of Bush's activities in Je
rusalem had political significance, a senior 
Administration official said that " he will 
visit the leadership where the leadership is, 
which is in Jerusalem. I think it's as simple 
as that. " 

In Amman his agenda called ·fo1, talks-on 
Jordan's plan to increase economic devel
opment in the West Bank and Gaza, "the 
need for both Israel and Jordan to invest 
funds" in the territories, and the strain on 
Jordan's economy caused by the return of 
workers from the Gulf oil states. In Cairo 
the Vice President was expected to discuss 
the Egyptian economy and Egyptian re
quests for more favorable debt repayment 
terms and for aid increases. " Egypt's prob
lems-population growth , the economy, 
the bureaucratic weight of government on 
the economy-are vastly greater than Jor
dan 's," the official said. D 

-E.R. 

The United States subsidizes exports of grain and other commodities to Syria
which is on the list of states sponsoring terrorism-as well as to other Arab coun
tries . Syria recently qualified for 700,000 tons of American grain exports under the 
Export Enhancement Program (EEP) of the Department of Agriculture's Foreign 
Agricultural Service (FAS). 

Under the EEP, American companies export commodities to eligible countries. 
For each shipment sent, exporters receive a free bonus of surplus commodity from 
the Department of Agriculture, originally bought to reduce over-supply in the 
American market. Other Arab countries which have recently been authorized in
clude Iraq, Morocco, Egypt, and Saudi Arabia, which has already taken delivery of 
200,000 tons of barley since May, according to the FAS. 

The EEP benefits apply only to foreign markets where the commodity in question 
already has been sold by European countries at artificially lower world market rates . 
Many European commodities are heavily subsidized and American exporters can
not always compete without similar incentives, according to a senior FAS official. In 
Syria's case, it has been importing subsidized grain from other countries. Although 
Syrian participation in the EEP has been approved. it has yet to find credit guaran
tees from foreign banks and has not bought any of the grain . Syria gains no financial 
benefit in buying American grain, but would be able to purchase it at subsidized 
rates. 

Near East Report. Published weekly by Near East Research. Inc. at 500 N. Capitol St. N.W.. Washington. D.C. 20001. Subscription $25 per year. 
Second Class postage paid al Washington. D.C.. and additional offices 

Eric Rozcnman . Editor 
Abby J. Stavitsky. Associate Editor Esther Chesney. Assistt111/ I. L. Kenen. Ediwr Emait11s 

Post~kr-: Address changes 10 Nn1r t..i1.l't H,·,,ort . . 'iOO N . C:1pitol St.. N .W .. Suilc .'\07. Washinghm . D .C. 20001 

122 NEAR EAST REPORT, AUGUST 4, 1986 



NEAR EAST REPORT 

ANALYSIS 

What Peres Told Hassan 
I sraeli press reports and the Prime Minis

ter's July 28 Knesset speech make possi
ble a more detailed report of what Israel 
proposed during the · summit between 
Shimon Peres and King Hassan II in Moroc
co on July 22-23. According to Israel Televi
sion, "Peres brought the King two position 
papers: The first paper contained an offer for 
the King to join him in proclaiming the com
ing year a year of negotiations, in the course 
of which all hostilities in the region would be 
suspended and a conference would be held 
in Morocco on the basis of U .N . Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 338. 

"Peres promised that Israel would not an
nex the West Bank and Gaza Strip during the 
course of the negotiations. He added that the 
question of sovere ignty would be deter
mined through these negotiations." 

The Prime Minister also presented a IO
point plan-prepared by his aides in Israel 
with the help of Abba Eban, Knesset For
eign Affairs and Defense Committee Chair
man. The daily newspaper Yedi'ot Aharonof 
listed the following points: 

The future of the territories will be deter
mined in negotiations; Israel will not annex 
the territories ; Israel is not prepared to with
draw completely from the territories; Israel 
does not accept establishment of a P.alestin
ian state ; the Palestinian problem will be 
solved through peaceful means. 

In addition, the document stated that an 
" international forum" to accompany the 
peace negotiations will be set up with the 

HEARD ON CAPITOL HILL 

Aid Advances 
The House Appropriations Foreign Op

erations Subcommittee, chaired by Rep. 
DAVID OBEY (D-Wis.), reported out the 
fi scal 1987 foreign aid bill containing $3 
billion in all-grant military and economic 
ass istance for Israel. The $12.9 billion bill 
represents a 10.6% cut from last year's ap
propriations. 

Obey told the panel that his decision to 
fund Israel , Egypt, Pakistan and Ireland 
aid programs at the Administration's re
quest reflected "a consensus in the Admin
istration and Congress." The $3 billion fig
ure for Israe l represents last year's level 
prior to the 4.3% cuts mandated by the 
Gramm-Rudman-Hollings measure . 

Obey pointed to the Gramm-Rudman
Hollings deficit reduction measure and the 
Administration's refusal to support a tax 
increase as the main reasons why all other 
foreign aid spending would have to be se-

agreement of both sides; Israel is not pre
pared to negotiate with the PLO, rather, it is 
prepared to negotiate with Palestinians from 
the territories and elsewhere who are not 
avowed members of the PLO ... [but] who 
seek peace and oppose terrorism; the nego
tiations to solve the P.alestinian problem will 
be conducted with the help of Jordan; Israel 
accepts the principle of freedom of religious 
practice for the three religions in Jerusalem; 
free access to the holy si tes will be given, but 
Jerusalem will remain under Israeli sover
eignty; King Hassan will provide his good 
offices in organizing a meeting in Morocco 
between the parties for the purpose of con
ducting negotiations .... 

Peres told the Knesset that his meeting 
with Hassan opened the way to a broader 
Arab-Israeli dialogue and that the King 
wanted it held in Morocco to demonstrate 
his country's independent decision-making 
and to stress that this was a direct dialogue , 
not the result of outside pressure. Hassan 
informed Peres in advance that he intended 
to present the Arab summit's Fez plan but 
that there was no intention to impose a dik
tat . The King understood that the Prime 
Minister would present Israel's stands. 

The Prime Minister said that the major 
innovation in the meeting was Hassan 's great 
contribution in telling the Arab world that 
the boycott on dialogue with Israel had to 
end, that Arab League resolutions do not bar 
such dialogue and without it "the conflict 
will remain stuck in the living flesh of the 

verely reduced . 
The bill also contains important provi

sions concerning funding for Israel 's Lavi 
fighter plane , prohibitions against dealing 
with the PLO, early disbursal of Israe l 's 
economic support fund (ESF) payments, 
and $25 million for refugee resettlement 
programs in Israel. 

Action on Lavi 
Five contracts associated with the devel

opment of Israel's Lavi fighter aircraft have 
been released provi sio nally after eight 
Representatives and six Senators wrote to 
Administration officials protesting the de
lay. The contracts, charged the legislators, 
were being withheld to "pressure" Israel 
into looking at other planes. 

Reps . M EL LEVINE (D-Calif.), LES As
PIN (D-Wis .), JACK KEMP (R-N .Y.), DANTE 
FASCELL (D-Fla.), BEN GILMAN (R-N.Y.), 
LARRY SMITH (D-Fla.), JIM COURTER (R-

inhabitants of the region eternally." Pre
cisely because the gap between the sides is 
so deep. 

Asked by Israel Defense Forces Radio if 
the Morocco-Israel summit boosted Peres 
politically and caused tension between the 
Labor and Likud parties, Foreign Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir said, " I do not want to de
crease the value of the meeting. At the same 
time, it is our duty not to exaggerate the 
importance and weight of meeti ngs of this 
type" if only to let Arab countries know that 
they are not entitled to recompense simply 
for meeting with Israel. 

Shamir said that the Fez plan, "almost 
without mentioning the name Israel," calls 
for Israeli withdrawal from all territories 
gained in 1%7, including east Jerusalem. It 
demands that a Palestinian Arab state, with 
its capital in Jerusalem, be established and 
that all settlements started after the Six-Day 
War be disbanded. Shamir said that Fez does 
not call for Israel's destruction ; however, car
rying out the Fez demands would weaken 
the Jewish state "to the point of making it 
impossible for Israel to exist." 

Israe l Television reported Moroccan 
claims that premature publicity about Peres' 
visit "put limitations on the King from the 
start, forcing him to adhere closely to the 
Fez plan." Nonetheless, the Moroccans re
portedly found the I sraeli I 0-point plan 
" interesting" and promised to relay it to 
other Arab leaders. 

□ 

N .J.) and ROBERT TORRICELLI (D-N.J.) 
along with SENS. ROBERT KASTEN (R
Wis.), DANIEL INOUYE (D-Hawaii), J. BEN
NETT JOHNSTON (D-La.), ALFONSE D ' AM
ATO (R-N. Y.), DENNIS DECON CINI (D
Ariz.) and ARLEN SPECTER (R-Pa.) sent the 
letters to Secretary of Defense Casper 
Weinberger. 

Kemp gave a major address at the roll
out ceremony, which was at tend ed by 
Smith, Torricelli, Levine, CHARLES WIL
SON (D-Tex.) and GARY ACKERMAN (D
N .Y.). He said that Israel and the United 
States share the same moral values and 
pointed out that acquisition of a new fighter 
plane was necessary to help Israel defend 
itself and its values. He also emphasized 
Israel's role as a major U .S. all y. He said 
that supporting Israel's defense capabilit y 
meant supporting America's own defense 
and cited the strategic coopetation be
tween the two countries, including intelli
gence-sharing and joint exercises. D 
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New Desert Miracles 
Midday heat and the nearly inescapable 

dust can give visitors a less-than-hos
pitable greeting at the Blaustein Interna
tional Center for Desert Studies. Neverthe
less, the center, located in the Negev 
Desert near Ben-Gurion 's old kibbutz of 
Sde Boker, draws a steady stream of vis
itors. Recent guests included British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher earlier this 
summer and , last week , Vice President 
George Bush. At the small campus they 
were shown the desert as the more than I 00 
researchers see it-as laboratory and re
source. 

'There was a time when it was hard to get 
people to come here [to work]," Prof. Louis 
Berkofsky, the center 's director, told NER 
recently. " But now we don ' t have enough 
hous ing" for the center 's in ternational 
staff. 

Projects include research in solar and 
wind energy and the agricu ltural potential 
of the brack ish water beneath the Negev 
and Sinai deserts . The water, plentiful but 
too saline to drink , may help grow cotton, 
asparagus, pistachio trees and other plants. 
A lready the center has developed a pro
cess-in commercial use by several Israeli 
firms-using the water, plus high solar radi 
ation , to grow algae. The algae are then 
turned in to protein pills, so me so ld in 
Ame r ican health food sto re s. Other 
bracki sh water experiments aim at more 
efficient fi sh farming. 

" We have a group which works in closed
sys tem agric ulture, " Berkofsky sa id . 
"They have developed a very sophisticated 
greenhouse for the desert.' ' The green
house walls and roof are made of two layers 
of plastic . Between the layers a liquid circu
lates, acti ng as an optical filter. During the 
day it absorbs some of the sun 's intense 
radiation ; the plants then require only one
tenth the water they would otherwise. 

Later, the heat absorbed during the day is 
released to protect the plants against cool 
desert nights. In addition , carbon dioxide 
is pumped in , accelerating plant growth . 
"Thi s is very high technology. We can't 
export it to the third world ," Berkofsky 
noted . "So we are starting to work on a 
simplified version." 

Another project seeks to reproduce the 
ancient water collection method which al
lowed the N abateans to farm the Negev 
desert without irrigation. The architectural 
unit has designed and built an adobe solar 
house to handle the extremes of the desert, 
day and night, summer and winter. 

Boker ve nture out onl y on nights when 
there is no moon. " The kibbutzniks are 
now lighting the fields, " Berkofsky said . 

From the kibbutz to the U.S. Air Force, 
the center's inquiring mind s have some
thing to offer. The Air Force approved a 
$500 ,000-a-year study of how meteoro
logical factors affect radar transmission in 
naturally dusty environments. " Then Con
gress passed the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings 
law and the funds stopped," Berkofsky 
said. 

A social research unit studies not only 
the nomadic life of the Negev 's Bedouin but 
seeks to help isolated towns like Yerocham 
capitalize on the assets they do have. An
other group examines the effect of desert 
li fe on humans. One staffer explained that 
the guiding principle was " not to change the 
Negev but to adapt ourselves, not to de
stroy the environment but use it on a scale 
that makes sense." 

Joint projects have been conducted with 
man y American and E uropean univer
sities. Berkofsky would like to work with 
colleagues in the largely desert lands of 
neighboring Arab states and has suggested 
joint programs to Jordanians, Saudi s, 
Sudanese and others at international con
ferences. Unfortunately, " they don't want 
to have contact with us." 

The Blaustein Center operates on a $2.5 
million annual budget , supplied by the gov
ernment , grants and the Blaustein endow
ment. 

Berkofsky, who retired as a meteoro
logical researcher with the U.S. Air Force 
in 1974 and made aliyah , remembers when 
the center was " three of us in a room in 
Beersheva." But now the center is interna
tionally known . "There is a sense of exci te
ment," Berkofsky said . " And there is tre
mendous potential. For 12 years, that 's not 
bad ." - E.R. □ 
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An animal physiology group studies the 
adaptation of camels, Arabian horses, Dor
per sheep, ost riches and other animals to 
the desert environment. One immediate if 
prosaic benefit was the discovery that por
cupines which eat the potato crop at Sde 
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Blaming Israel 

T he Apr. 28 issue of Newsweek includes 
seven letters on the U.S. bombing of 

Libya . Six of them link Palestinian 
"homelessness" to Libyan-backed terror
ism. Four of those six argue that "an ob
vious approach to solving the problem of 
terrorism is for Israel to return the territory 
it expropriated and to grant the Palestinians 
a homeland ." • 

Six letters to the editor is no scientific 
survey. However, there can be no doubt but 
that a sizable portion of the public believes 
that the terrori st threat will only disappear 
when the Palestinians have a homeland. 

Even Vice President George Bush seems 
to accept this idea. In his 1984 campaign 
debate with Geraldine Ferraro, Bush said 
that " the answer" to terrorism " is a solution 
to the Palestine question. " In February, 
Bush's Task Force on Combatting Terror
ism singled out the Middle East as a region 
where "a cooperative international effort 
to mitigate the sources of grievances" is 
essential. 

But Bush is only the most prominent 
American (actually the second most promi
nent if you include former President Jimmy 
Carter) to suggest that the "Palestine ques
tion'' is the root cause of international ter
ror. Columnists from Mary McGrory on the 
left to Evans and Novak on the right have 
long contended that the United States can 
best combat the terrorist menace through 
intense involvement in Middle East peace
making. Specifically, they want the United 
States to pressure Israel to get out of the 
West Bank. Then , and only then, will ter
rorism cease. Or so they argue . 

The only thing wrong with this formula
tion is that it's dead wrong. As Johns 
Hopkins Professor Fouad Ajami points out 
in the April 17 New York Times , "talk of a 
peace process that would end this wave of 
terror is naive ." In fact, ··nothing would 
inflame the passions of extremists in the 
region more than a major American diplo
mat ic initiative ." 

Ajami , a Sh ' ite Moslem born in Leba
non , writes that "no American diplomatic 
scheme would spare America the fury of 
those bent upon eradicating its presence in 
the region . It is a false reading to say that 
the terror springs from the impasse be
tween Israeli and Palestinian ." According
ly. "if Americans are to embark upon a 
diplomatic initiative. they must have no il
lusions about it . Their enemies in the re
gion will go on a rampage precisely to con
vince them of the futility of such an 
endeavor.·· 

According to Ajami. Middle East terror 
is rooted in the struggle over the ··soul and 
historic direction" of Islam. The center is 
under siege by militants of every stripe. 
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"That is why, in a political world of angels 
and demons, the distant superpower was 
turned into a demon. A decade of oil wealth 
and promise in the Moslem world was end
ing in failure and defeat. When the inevita
ble scapegoating came, America was the 
best kind of scapegoat because it had be
come part of the region's landscape, its 
feuds and calculations of power." 
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He says that for Khomeini's followers in 
Iran , America stood for "cultural defile
ment." For the Syrians, America was the 
one thing standing between them and re
gional hegemony. For the Palestinians, 
America " stood between them and a Pales
tinian state." For Qaddafi, America is the 
symbol he can use to rally popular support 
despite being "an isolated, hated figure in 
the region . ... " 

It is therefore impossible to argue that 
the struggle for "Palestine" is the cause of 
Middle East terrorism or that terrorism 
would be eliminated by giving the Palestin
ians a state . Certainly, a West Bank state 
would change some of the aspects of the 
terror wave. Israel itself would become 
more of a target and certain terrorist groups 
might grow more bloodthirsty while others 
might , for a time, grow less. But the general 
picture would either remain static or, prob
ably, become worse . 
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The battle against babies on airplanes 
and teachers in Beirut is not being fought 
for the Palestinians. On the contrary, it is 
the Palestinians who remain among the vic
tims of the terrorist war. For Qaddafi and 
company they remain nothing more than 
the pretext for terror-convenient excuses 
for killing. They deserve better. D 
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS I Flora Lewis 

Terror in Many Stripes 
PARIS 

Terrorist attacks have broken out 
again in Europe. As Washington 
notes with a hint of smugness, 

there hasn't been evidence of Middle 
East-inspired terrorism since the 
April 15 American raid on Libya, but 
the idea of terror as a political 
weapon has proven itself alive with a 
series of new deaths. 

Basques in Spain, left-wing extrem
ists in France, West Germany and 
Portugal, Irish nationalists and 
Protestant loyalists in Northern Ire
land have all struck in the last week. 

Meanwhile, two Lebanese • Shiites 
sentenced to 23 years in prison for at
tempted murder of a Libyan Em
bassy official have been released and 
deported by Madrid, apparently in re
turn for Spanish hostages sent home 
from Lebanon. France is receiving 
the Syrian Vice President, Abdel 
Halim Khaddam, in hopes of speed
ing the return of French hostages in 
Lebanon. 

A French court in Lyons sentenced 
G~rge Ibrahim Abdallah, alleged 
chief of a Lebanese terrorist group in 
Europe, to four years on relatively 
minor charges. He has already been 
in jail for two years, during which 
time his group staged several attacks 
to demand his release. He is still to be 
tried in Paris with complicity in the 
murder of an American deputy mili
tary attache and an Israeli diplomat 
in 1982. 

There have been widespread re
ports that the Paris court may dis
miss the case for "lack of evidence," 
although the police found the Czech
made pistol used in both killings in 
Mr. Abdallah's Paris apartment. 
The United States Government and 
the American's widow have asked to 
enter the case as civilian plaintiffs in 
an effort to forestall such a judg
ment. 

And the American Embassy com
plained about the light sentence in 
Lyons, which could lead to Mr. Abdal
lah's early release. The complaint 
provoked a sharp rebuke from the 
French Foreign Ministry for "unac
ceptable interference" in French jus
tice. 

In the middle of all this, American 
officials predicted that Middle East 
terrorists, apparently lying low just 
now, are likely to switch tactics and 
launch large-scale random attacks in 
European capitals to exploit and pro
long American fears of foreign 
travel. The tourist industry has been 
seriously hurt. 

This certainly doesn't look like the 
great increase in cooperation among 
governments ·to block terrorism, 
which has been claimed. It looks like 
continuing national narrow-minded
ness, each country trying to look out 

Though the 
latest has 
no Mideast 
link, the 
force is alive 

for its own and forget the conse
quences for others. 

The anguish of negotiations for the 
return of hostages is understandable. 
The primary duty of each state to pro
tect its citizens is undeniable. Legal 
systems and court procedures remain 
a national affair. . 

But it is clear that despite all the 
public posturing, there is still really 
no agreed Western stand on how to 
deal with terrorism, and whether or 
not to make concessions in an attempt 
to head it off. 

The media have been criticized for 
helping the terrorists, who need pub
licity to spread their message of men
ace. It is true that they succumb, not 
only in the obligation of reporting the 
news but in magnifying the sensation. 

Politicians too are tempted by the 
rewards of both talking tough and 
trying to deliver hostages. Spectacu
lar measures, such as the American 
raid on Libya, did not succeed in 
demonstrating that terrorism doesn't 
pay, just that it is not a good idea to 
boast about it as openly as Libya's 
Colonel Qaddafi liked to do. 

After the raid, he told an inter
viewer that he was "very surprised, 
because I could not imagine how they 
could attack a head of state in his 
house with his family. It has not hap
pened before in modern history." His 
history is bad - many heads of state 
have been attacked and even killed -
but he seems to think attacks should 
be reserved for those of lesser status. 

The effective proof that terrorism 
doesn't pay is that it has achieved no 
modern cause beyond grabbing pub
lic attention and, occasionally, win
ning the release of prisoners so they 
can strike again. This fact needs to be 
proclaimed, loud and often. It is a 
mistake to suggest that the motives of 
political terrorists should be sympa
thetically examined. They are sick 
minds who dishonor any cause. 

It is also a mistake to be concerned 
about which terrorists are which, ex
cept in terms of catching them. n ,, 
are everybody's enemy, whom 
they hit. 




