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Mr. Henry R. Hecker, Director 
United Jewish Appeal Speakers 
1290 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, NY 10104 

Dear Mr. Hecker: 

May 29, 1985 

Bureau 

In response to your recent letter I enclose herewith an up-dated bio 
and glossy photo. You may wish to use the following descriptive com
ments: 

Dynamic leader of Reform Judaism, Rabbi Schindler is perhaps the most 
pr~inent spokesman for Amerlca•s dispertte Jewish groups. Knowledge
able abd articulate, be brings to bear insights gained by his continuing 
contact wlthhheads of State from all over the world, 

Topics you may wish to Include under the heading "Speaks On .... " are: 

a/ Midwest Update 
b/ Wither American Jewry? 
cl Coping with Intermarriage 

With all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encl. 
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United Jewish Appeal 
1290 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS □ NEW YORK, N.Y. 10104 □ TELEPHONE (212) 757-1500 □ GABI F ""~--- AK 

May 21, 1985 

Dear Colleague: 

As we prepare for the upcoming 1986 United Jewish Appeal/Federation 
campaign, we are working on a new edition of our Speakers Roster, 
and updating our speakers files. 

For your information, we have enclosed 
We will appreciate if you will help us 
quickly as is possible: 

(1) An updated bio. 

(2) A new photo of yourself. 

a copy of your current UJA bio. 
with some information, as 

(3) + A simple two to three sentence description of yourself 
and your background for inclusion in our roster. 

(4) A brief list of topics to be included under the heading 
"Speaks On ... " 

We are anxious to include you in our 1986 materials; therefore, we 
ask that you submit this information immediately. In return, we will 
be sending you regular updates and campaign information as the 1986 
campaign progresses. 

Thanks, of course, for your ongoing interest in our activities. 

Henry R. Hecker, Director 
Speakers Bureau 

Encl. 
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Newsmal~er Extraordinary! 

RABBI 
ALEXA~,:DER 1V\. SCHINDLER 
President, Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

THE man Time coils " the most prominent spol~esmon for 
America 's disparate Jewish groups," Robbi Alexander M. 

Schindler leads the movement of Reform· Judaism in the United 
States and Canada , composed of 1.J million men and 
women in some 7 50 synagogues. 

Eloquent , fearless , outspol~en , Robbi Schindler mode 
headlines as the voice of American Jewry in o series of confron
tations with the White House over U.S. policy in the Middle 
East. As chairman of the Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations (the umbrella group for 32 no
tional bodies) Robbi Schindler become o confidante of Israeli 
Prime Minister Menochem Oegin-ond o friend of President 
Sadat of Egypt, w ith whom he conferred in Aswan. 

On his retirement as chairman of the Conference of 
Presidents , Robb i Schindler received o letter from Prime 
Minister Oegin hailing " the outstanding leadership you so 
courageously and forceful ly displayed during your period of 
office .... All those who attended the recent Knesset dinner in 
your honor did so out of respect , gratitude and affection for o 
man who, by his deeds , hos written his own name into the 
pages of the Jew1sn people's heroic story of freedom, dignity 
and strength. " 

Recently Robbi Schindler mode headlines as the first rabbi in 
400 years to urge Lnot Judaism actively seel~ converts among 
the "unchurched" L,y placing the principles of Judaism before 
the 60 million Am ericans unaffiliated with any religion. 
"Judaism is not on exclusive club of born Jews ," Robbi 
Sch indler believes . It is o universal faith with on ancient tradi
tion that hos deep i"esononce for people olive today." 

Gorn in Germany In 1925, Schindler fled the Nazis with his 
family, arriving in u 12 U.S. when he was 12. He earned a Purple 
Heart as o sl~i-troo1:.,er in World War II and graduated from the 
City College in ~ t:: ·. 1 Yori~ before his ordination as o Reform 
rabbi at the Hebre:✓ Union College. 

For his services tu the Jewish people, Robbi Schindler was 
awarded the cove L.::-d Oublicl~ Prize by the Hebrew University in 
1978. He was th e thirteenth recipient of the award , which 
was also conferrec on Prime Mini ster Gen-Gurion and President 
Horry Truman. 

Lecture Topics 

■ Mideast Update 
~ U-( C.,./f}'V "J ("JzJ I ( i < 

■ The Future£! _\h~ J'!P.~ogu.e 
ta fl I A; ~ tJ l 01- I,.; ~ 1L fl /(r(l(U~ II ~singer and ur:zezin~i 
A~ in-C- oo-Hest 
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St,angle-rrcrld 
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NEW YORK, N.Y. 10001 

(212) 560-0700 



Marvin /Wandel 
930 NEW ARK A VENUE, JERSEY CITY, NEW JERSEY 07306 

(201) 659-0669 

Harry Walker, President 
Harry Walker Inc. 
350 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10118 

Dear Mr. Walker, 

May 3, 1982 

We are pleased to enclose our remittance for the balance due 
on your invoice 5-11 for the lecture of fabbi Alexander 
Schindler at Temple B'nai Jeshurun in Short Hills, N.J. on 
behalf of the community Synagogue Lecture Series, of which I 
am the Treasurer. 

Rabbi Schindler advised us that his travel expense was $60.00. 

As president of the 3eries, Mr. Karl Zukerman will undoubtedly 
advise you further of the success of the Rabbi's talk but I do 
not hesitate to add that his expertness, charm, obvious good 
nature and skill in fielding questions made the evening both 
worthwhile and memorable. The audience received him with a 
standing ovation. 

Thank .you for your services. 

Sincerely yours, 

(//;}' ' ·G'J'\Q..~i--<'-/ ( U/2:l~~--
cc: Karl Zukerman Marvin Mandel 

HOME ADDRESS: 77 WESTVIEW RD., SHORT HILLS, NEW JERSEY 07078 TEL. (201) 376-3060 
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

Rabbi Sc.hin.dt e.Jt WM e.xc.eU.e.n;t M .:the. 6ina..e. ,6 pe.a.k.e.Jt o 6 ouJl. CuLtwr..ai. 
A.tr.;t6 Swv.i. He. ,a an. el.oqu.e.n..:t, dynamic. .6pe.a.ke1r.. who c.omman.d.6 .:the. 
au.di e.n.c. e/2 a.:t.:te.n.;t,i,o n. .:tlvw u.g ho u.,:t an.d g e..:t.6 .:the. • au.di e.n.c. e. e.mo tio n.a.11.y 
in.volv e.d in. hi-6 .:ta.i.k.. 

Rabbi Sc.hindte.Jt WM in. Savannah .6 e.ve.Jtal Ja.~1.6 a.6.:te.Jt .:the. U. N., vo.:te. 
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CULTURAL ARTS VIRECTOR 

Member - National Jewish Welfare Board - Savannah JErWish Council - United Way 
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REPRINTED FROM NEW YORK CITY UNIVERSITY ALUMNI BULLETIN,DECEMBER, 1977 

A President of Presidents 
by Dale Brichta '78 

A lexander Schindler ' 49 has been called the president 
among presidents. And indeed, in his recent two year 

tenure as chairman of the Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations he has been just that. R 3bbi 
Schindler, who also serves as pres ident of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations (UAHC) , the organ of the 
Reform Judaic movement, is one of City College's sturdiest 

sons. 
Says the rabbi, "My City College experience was one of 

the great factors in giving direction to my ultimate career." 
But to listen to him tell it, between puffs of a cigar, if it 
wasn't for a poor academic first semester, he might not have 
achieved his success in ascending the Jewish organization 
power ladder. 

Born in Munich in 1925, young Sch indler fled Germany 
in 1938 and entered College three years later, at 16, with 
plans to go into engineering. HowevP.r, "a pretty mediocre 
academic record that first semester" (h is grades ran the 
gamut from A to F, with the latter in physics) caused him 
to take a leave of absence from school. He put this " t ime 
off'' to immediate use by returning to Europe, this t ime as a 
member of the Allied ski troops in World War II , fight ing the 
Germans in Italy, from Anzio to the Alps. 

"After the war I visited the sJrry remnant of Germany," 
he remembers, "and I tried to see whether I cou ld f ind any 
of my family." When he learned that t hey all had been t he 
victims of Nazi genocide, he decided " not to let Hitler win a 
posthumous victory." This and his later college experiences, 
he readily admits, were the driving forces which led to h is 30-
year career of service to the Jewish people. 

The veteran's return to City College was no more a,1spi
cious than his entrance, with one major difference : his com
mitment to Judaism gave his career some semblance of 
direction. In 1946 he left the engineering school, but 
remained uptown to work towards a bachelor's degree in 
social studies under the tutelage of Professor Oscar Janowsky. 
It was Janowsky, he says, who "i ntensified my comm itment 
to Jewish studies, although my career plans were as yet 

unclear." 
The young Schindler, who had an intense love for 

Judaism which was nurtured in h is home, began to take a 
number of courses in Jewish history and Yiddish. Soon after
wards he declared himself a history major, and was eventual
ly to write a thesis, with Professor Janowsky as his mentor, 

8 

on the "Evolution of the German Discrimination of Jews 
from 1933-39." His primary sources were Nuremburg trial 
documents. 

By· 1949, his last year at the College, the senior history 
student had made up his mind to study for the rabbinate and, 
after graduation from CCNY, he entered the Hebrew Union 
College in Cincinnati . During his rabbin ical student days he 
led a student congregation in West Virginia and was chaplain 
to a college Hillel chapter and mental hospital in Cincinnati. 
In 1953 he was ordained and received his letters in Reform 

Judaism. 
From 1953-59 Rabbi Schindler presided over a congrega

tion in Worcester, Ma., devoting his time largely to the youth 
of his community. "If you're going to teach and nurture 
Jewish values, you do it with the young," he says, explain ing 
his emphasis on working with teenagers. "I felt most com
fortable with teenagers, [ who) could deal with the realm of 
ideas . .. I never enjoyed symbolic logic or math. I dealt with 

.· ~r~ ffl r.~Jr:;a~;.1:" .. ~ ~ •-. --,~ . · . 

. . : ' ) .. >-· ~" . . 

~ ! 

Rabbi Schindler addresses constituents of the Conference of 
Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations. 



Alexander Schindler with President Carter .... 

what concerned the lives of people." 
By 1959 his work with teenagers was taking up much of 

his time. Yet Rabbi Schindler took on the added responsibil
ity of regiorial director for Reform synagogues for the New 
England area. In the span of four years he helped to form 11 
congregations in Massachusetts; with one exception, all are 
still active. 

In 1964, admitting to "some trep idation and awe," 
Rabbi Schindler :iccepted the reauest that he take over as 
national director of Jewish education for UAHC. Among his 
accomplishments in this posit ion he singles out t he mass and 
innovative use of audio-video equiprnent wh ich , he says, 
"paved the way for the video tape systems we have today." 

In 1967 he was named vice president of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations ; in 1971 he became acting 
president, suc::eeding long-time president Maurice Eisendrath. 
By 1973 he was named president of UAHC. Then, in January 
1976, Rabbi Schindler was elected tenth president of the 
Conference or Presidents, a great honor and responsibility by 
any measuring rod. 

On any given day during his tenure as Conference presi
dent Rabbi Schindler might visit w ith any one of a number 
of world leaders, such as Gerald Fo r,i , Henry Kissinger or 
Israel's Yitzhak Rabin or M,nachem Begin. 

Relaxing for a few minutes in his Fifth Avenue office 
before going down to the U. N. later in the afternoon, 

Rabbi Schindler spoke about his most recent organizational 
and personal "outrage," the Sov iet-American statement on the 
Mideast, which he said was a "surprise tactic. We were told 
about it between Yorn Kippur and Sukkot, as if they wanted 
to catch us napping." 

As a major representative of American Jews, Rabbi 
Schindler says he must maintain a consistent hard line (pro-
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. ... and with Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin. 

Zionist) with regard to American-Israeli policy. High on his 
list of priorities is to get President Carter to modify the 
Soviet-American statement. "There are ma11y thoughtful 
Americans who feel this policy is detrimental to us without 
regard to Israel. We' re hoping somehow we can get the Pres i
dent to listen to more diverse opinions. Right now he's only 
listening to a select few." 

looking back on his tenure as president of the Confer
ence of Presidents, is there anything he would like to change, 
or have done? "Well," he said, with the first twinkle to 
appear in h is eye, "nobody's ever completely satisfied with 
what he has done. There were many people I shou ld have 
seen, statements made which I shouldn' t have said ... but 
that's my problem, time is tight. I have five ch ildren and I 
don' t get to see them enough. Just yesterday I got an earful 
from my daughter, a college student, who said 'I haven't got 
a father.' In that, there are regrets." 

A phone call to his private line alerted him that his driver 
had arrived to take him to the U.N . The man who has 
repeatedly argued with heads of state and his own constitu
ents alike ("The Jewish community which is a pluralistic one 
bands together for certain issues . . . when you ' re in a posi
tion of responsibility you must keep those issues in mind .. . " ) 
concluded with some remarks about his alma mater; 

"I am a City College graduate and proud of it. The City 
College experience was cer1ainly crucial for me .. . instruc
tors really prepared me well for the tasks which I have to 
perform now. Pe maps to a lesser extent on Jewish tasks, but 
history, philosophy of government and political sc ience pre
pared me well. And," he continued, getting up and collec ting 
his papers and cigars, "there was an intei"lectual fermentat io n 
at the College in those days. The strikes, the Kn ickerbocker 
affair . .. it was an exciting place in which to live. It had its 
impact and I just absorbed it ■ 

9 



-.. 
co 

>-

.. 
LU 

z 
N 
< 
(!) 

< 
~ 
LU 

~ 
I-

~ 
0 
0:::: 
u... ,. 
0 
LU 
I-

z 
0:::: 
c.. 
LU 
0:::: 

Jimmy Woos the 
Jewish Leaders 

THE NATION 

the meeting, Carter said that he had an 
unswerving commitment to the safety 
of Israel and that in any peace agree
ment the Arabs would have to give Is
rael full diplomatic recognition, includ
ing provisions for trade and tourism 
(which the Arabs have always rejected 

"The world isn't used to your open in the past). His Administration, Car-
diplomacy. It stiffens the back of Israel ter added, will not draw a map setting 
and raises the expec•.ations of the Ar- boundaries. But to banish some of the 
abs, which, once fru-:trated, will retard Jewish fears about his call for a home
rather than bring pe2 ce." During a week land for the Palestinians, he said that 
of buffeting over U.~.-Soviet relations, such a haven would have to be a part of 
Jimmy Carter hardly needed that sober Jordan; he did not favor a separate Pal
assessment of his Middle East policy. estinian state, which could be a threat 
But it came last Wednesday from Rab- to peace. A settlement, he stressed, can-
bi Alexander Schindler, one of the 53 not be imposed; it must be negotiated. 
Jewish leaders invited to a dialogue.with During a time of crisis, however, there 
the President at the White House. would be no withholding of U.S. arms 

They spent one hour and 20 min- from Israel "while I am President." On 
utes with Carter and his foreign policy all this, Carter said he was speaking for 
formulators, including Vice President what he called the strong national con
Walter Mondale, Secretary of State Cy- • sensus on Israel. 
rus Vance and National Security Ad- Serious Matter, For the President's 
viser Zbigniew Brzetinski. Worried by visitors. these cheering remarks cli
Administration declarations about what maxed an energetic campaign to stem 
Israel might have to give up in exchange what they saw as the Administration's 
for peace, the Jewish leaders sought recent "tilt'' toward the Arabs (TIME, 
-and gained-reassurances from Car- June 27). In the last several weeks about 
ter. Said one: "He was so forthcoming 1,000 letters a week urging stronger sup
that he allayed some of our concerns.·· port for Israel have poured into the 

Those concerns arose largely be- White House. Important Senators have 
cause Carter had appeared to shift chimed in on the same theme. Two 
ground in his Middle East policy. Dur- weeks ago, when he got a phone call 
ing the campaign, his stress was on help from White House Aide Hamilton Jar
for Israel. As President, he has taken a dan, Rabbi Schindler began to discern a 
sterner line, suggesting that Israel with- change in mood. Says he: "Then I knew 
draw from almost all occupied territory that the question of American-Israeli re
and calling rather generally for a home- lations had become a serious political 
land for th~ Palestinians. At last week's matter, and they weren't treating us as if 
meeting he said very little that he had . we were part of a foreign relations de
not said before-somewhere, some time : partment. Carter was beginning to per
-though now the emphasis was back ceive the importance of wooing the 
on help for Israel. Certainly that pleased American Jewish community.'' 
his audience, but all those zigs and zags Vance, Brzezinski, Jordan and Stu-
might lead to confusion later on. art Eizenstat. the White House Issues 

According to the Jewish leaders at • Coordinator, invited individual Jewish 
~ AMERICAN JEWISH LEADERS MEET WITH CARTER & • 
(l) VANCE IN THE WHITE HOUSE CABINET ROOM 
~ 
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A forge reason for access. 
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leaders to meetings or lunches, fielding 
their complaints and assuring them that 
they had nothing to fear from Carter. 
Mondale had half a dozen meetings 
with. among others, Schindler and Hy
man Bookbinder, the Washington chief 
of the American Jewish Committee. Al
though the Vice President had done· 
what one of his staffers called "a lot of!'e-
assuring," that was not quite enough . .... ~ 
one of the Jewish leaders dryly noted: 
"He's not the President. " 

The White House took the hardly 
subtle hints and asked the group in to 
last week's meeting. By that time both 
the Administration and the Jewish lead
ers wanted the give-and-take, and af
terward both considered it successful. 
With some understatement. Bookbinder 
observed: ·'It cannot be said that the 
Jewish community has not had access 
to the White House." 

• • • 
A large reason for that access is the 

persuasiveness of Rabbi Schindler, who 
has become the most prominent spokes
man for America's disparate Jewish 
grou·ps. As head of the Conference of 
Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations, he has to bridge the dif
ferences among 32 groups, which have . 
varying degrees of commitment to re
ligion, Zionism and political action. 
Sometimes he is also a bridge between 
the U.S. and Israel. Right after the meet
ing he flew to Israel, where he had a 
morning conference with Premier Me
nachem Begin, followed by lunch with 
U.S. Ambassador Samuel Lewis. Begin 
is coming to Washington next week for 
his first meeting with Carter. and the ul
tranationalist Premier was concerned 
about how warmly he might be greeted. 
No worry. He would be welcomed, said 
Schindler, "with open arms.•· 

Schindler, 51 , who calls himself a 
moderate but "not a political Zionist.'· 

fled Nazi Germany when he 
was twelve. He earned a Pur
ple Heart as a ski trooper in 
World War II and graduated 
from New York's City Col
lege before becoming a Re
form rabbi. Since 1973 he 
has been president of the 
Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, an umbrella . 
group for 750 Reform tem
ples that count a membership 
of 1,300,000. 

He strongly believes that 
"the American Jewish com-. 
munity has a mind ofits own .. 
and that "it ha,s a right to ex
press that mind. The best 
phrase to express our rela
tionship with Israel is one 
of independent support. We 
have a primary devotion to 
America, and in the constel-· 
lation of our values, Israel 
plays a primary role as well.. 
We sec an absolute identity 
between these two. We see no 
conflict.,. 
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U. S~ pC>licies 
-· - • • - . -

anger Jews 
·WASHINGTON (AP)-Jewish leaders who met with Secretary 

of State Vance. feel concern, frustration, anger and "a sense of out
rage" over U.S. pollcy In the Mlddle E_ast. 

Thefr 1poke1man. Rabbi 

ttYMr§. tciJP!W:t. 
ter a two-hour clOISed meet• 
tq with Vanee that many 
American,, not Just Jewe, 
dlaapprove of the · Carter 
Admin1atration'1 policy. 

He• said Iara.el. had "prac
tically bent itself into a pret
zel" trying to accommodate 
the Adm1nistraUon while the 
Palestine .Liberation Organ
ization remalna "at the heart 
and center of· a ~rldwide 
COIIIJ)iracy of terror." 

Schindler said that. while 
the AdmintstraUon says it 
does not ,-;ant a Paleatlnian 

state, we "perceive it as be
ing one of the goaJs." 

Complaintng of a "aeemlng 
escalation." he said the U.S. 
first talked about a "Pales-
tlnian homeland," then an 
"en t tty" confederated in 
confederated in aome man
ner with JOl'dan, ..and then 
of "legitimate rights" of 
Palestinians. 

'FIB&r STEP " 
He said the door has been 

opned wide to bringing the 
PLO into the negotiating 
process, and this, he said, 
ls the "first step in an Inevi
table chain which leads to ari 

independent state no matter 
what the goals of the Admin
istration." • 

Some 80 Jewiah community 
leaders were Invited to the 
session with V~, a step 
in the recent campaign to 
allay concerns about U. 8. 
policy toward Israel 

"The Secretary of state 
asked for frank and open 
statements and he received 
those frank and open state
menbl," said Schindler, head 
ot the Conference of Presi
dents of · Major Jewish 
American Organizations. 




