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AUSTRIA REFUSES TO PAY COMPENSATION FOR PLUNDERED JEWISH
PROPERTY (Synopsis of article in the Israeli press)

On 16 April 1996 the Israeli financial daily Globes published a special investigative feature
by Itamar Levin on plundered Jewish property in Austria. Levin made extensive use

of records housed in the Austrian State Archives in Vienna. He estimates the present-day
value of Jewish property at US $15 billion.

On the eve of the Anschluss there were 185,000 Jews in Austria of which some 126,000
succeeded in escaping before the war. The balance were murdered. Austria has traditionally
presented itself as Hitler’s first victim. However history belies that wishful thinking. While
Austrians represented 11% of the population of Greater Germany, they accounted for some
35% of the personnel of the death camp apparatus. Hitler, Eichmann and many other leading
Nazis were native Austrians.

Levin describes the process by which Jewish property was Aryanized (plundered) -- a process
which was initiated a mere 6 weeks after the German union with Austria. Jews were forced
to declare all property valued over 5,000 marks. In 1940 that property, with an estimated
value at that.time of US $1.5 billion, was taken over. In today’s terms this property would
be worth some US $15 billion -- a reasonable estimate when we take into account the fact
that we re dealing with the assets of 185,000 people. This property includes, real estate, bank
acéqunts, precious stones, insurance policies, etc.

The outstanding evidence of the magnitude of these holdings are the questionnaires collected
by the Nazi authorities from the Austrian Jews. These documents are filed in cartons
according to the a distinct system. For example: 1-181 private property; 331-363 industrial
enterprises; 808-841 commercial enterprises. All told there are 1,568 cartons of material
pertaining to the plunder of Jewish property in Austria. Significantly, these archives are
accessible to all who desire to examine them. Two years ago the Austrian archives published
a book with the names of 60,000 Viennese Jews who completed the questionnaires, their
birthrates and the number of their individual dossier.

Jews who succeeded in emigrating were forced to sell their holdings for ridiculously low
prices, but also had to pay exit tax. To maintain appearances, on departure they had to sign
a declaration that they had sold their property.

In accordance with a 1953 agreement between Austria and German, German property in
Austria was turned over to the Austrian authorities. At the same time, Austria assumed
responsibility for all compensation claims of former Austrian nationals. Jewish communal
property has been restored to the Jewish community.
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Over the years, however, Austria, has paid what amounts to a small fraction of what it
actually owes its former nationals. Saul Kagan, the director of the Claims Conference,
charges that Austria has done everything to escape having to deal with Jewish claims against
Austria. Austrian Jews in Israel claim that the Israeli government -- in consideration of
political factors in its east-west policies -- has been reluctant to act on their behalf and to
pursue Jewish claims. Instead of leading these efforts, it has relegated this matter to
international Jewish organizations. Moreover, unlike Germany, Austria paid its Holocaust
survivors a one-time lump-sum payment of $7,000 -- and this only at the end of last year.

The recent establishment of a special Austrian-Jewish foundation to aid survivors is certainly
a positive step. The foundation, headed by Hannah Lessing, has been the recipient of modest
payments from the Austrian government. But the question of the vast amounts of property
seized by Austria which played a zealous role in the Holocaust awaits resolution.
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COMPTROLLER OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

1 CENTRE STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10007-2341
(21R) 680-8500

ALAN G, HEVESI
OOMPTROLLER DW'I‘
‘May 1, 1996

The Honorable Jean-Pascal Dslamuraz
President of the Swiss Confederation
Bundesrat Ost

CH - 3003 Bern

Switzerland

Dear President Delamuraz:

As City Comptroller, I am the chief financial offilcer of the
City of New York, as well as the custodian, the investment
adviser and/or a trustee of the various New York City pension
funds. In these capacities, my Office maintains financial
relationships with Swiss banks through credit facilities, short
and long term investment relationships with V.S, subsidiaries of
Swigs banks and our pension funds' ownership of shares of various
Swiss banks.

There is increasing evidence that for the past fifty years
certain Swiss banks have had on deposit many millions of dollars
of unclaimed assets of Holocaust victims and that these banks may
have been less than forthcoming in returning these monies to the
gurvivors and rightful heirs. Eome remain unresponsive to the
questions that have been raiged about these hidden assets of
European Jewry.

Accordingly, I ask that you initiate an investigation of all
gwiss banks and financial institutions to determine the extent
and rightful owners of any of these assets on deposit at these
institutions., I also urge you to press the Swiss Bankers
Association to conduct ite own examination of all its members and
that you monitor and overses such an inveatigation. Last, I ask
that your government establish formal contact with the
appropriate representatives of the Jewish community, mutually
agree to guidelines and commit that the Swiss government and
banking industry will not make any unilateral announcements about
the claimg or establish any settlement decisions without
agreement from the representatives of the Jewish community.

Mads Fram 100% Recycled Papar
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I look forward to your comments on this important matter.

S8incarely,

Alan G. Hevesi

AGH:ew

Mana fram 400% Racvelead Papar
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COMPTROLLER OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
1 OBNTRE STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10007-2341
(212) 669-3500

ALAN G. HEVES|
COMATROLLER

DRAFT

May 1, 1996

Rainer E. Gut
Chairman of the Board
¢S Holdings
Nuschelerstrasse 1

PO Box 669

8021 Zurich
Switzerland

bear Mr. Gut:

As City Comptroller, I am the chief financial officer of the
City of New York, as well as the cuatodian, the investment
adviser and/or a trustee of the various New York City pension
funds, In these capacities, my Office maintains a financial
relationship with Credit Suisse as it acts as a counterparty to
our bonds, my Bureau of Asset Management conducts short term
trades and has investment management contracts with your U.S8.
subsidiaries and our pension funds own 171,830 shares in your
bank.

There is increasing evidence that for the past fifty years
certain Swiss banks have had on deposit many millions of dollars
of unclaimed assets of Holocaust victims and that these banks may
have been less than forthcoming in returning these monies to the
gurvivors and rightful heirs. Some remain unresponsive to the
questions that have been raised about these hidden assets of
European Jewry.

Accordingly, I ask that you initiate an internal
investigation to determine the extent and rightful owners of any
of these assets on deposit at your bank. I algo urge you to press
both the Swiss government and the Swiss Bankers Association to
conduct such an examination of all Swiss financial institutions
and that you fully participate and cooperate with such

Made From 100% Recycled Paper
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investigations. Last, I ask that you establish formal contact
with the representatives of the Jewish community, mutually agree
to guidelines and commit that your bank will not make any
unilateral announcement about the claims or establish any
settlement decisions without agreement from the appropriate
representatives of the Jewish community. :

I look forward to your comments on this important matter.

gincerely,

Alan G. Hevesi

AGH:ew

L e . dnntl Pasurlad Danal ""‘mmi#“ gy o
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Memorandwm. from. . . . . WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

501 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022 e (212) 755-5770

Consultation of the WJC Executive

New York, May 2, 1996

Agenda

1) Opening remarks: President of World Jewish Congress
Chairman of WJC Executive
Chairman of Jewish Agency for Israel

2) Nazi era assets in Switzerland

(proposed agreement with the Swiss
Bankers Association)

3) Restitution and compensation:

1) a) Germany
b) Austria

11) a) Norway
b) Hungary
c) Central and Eastern Europe
d) Western Europe
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:Dr‘ajf—{—
BETWEEN

THE WORLD JEWISH RESTITUTION ORGANIZATION
?; and
THE WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

representing also the
JEWISH AGENCY and Allied Organizations

and

THE SWISS BANKERS ASSOCIATION

An Independent Committee of Eminent Persons will be appointed.
Three persons will be appointed by the World Jewish Restitutio
Organization (WJRO) and three persons will be appointed by th
Swiss Bankers Association (SBA). The Committee of six will jolnt-
ly appolnt a Chairperson. Furthermore, each side will nominate two !
alternates.

The Chairperson will administer the budget of the Committee which
will be funded by the SBA. ’

The Committee of Eminent Persons will appoint an internationa
auditing company; this company must be licensed by the Federal
Banking Commission (FBC) to operate in Switzerland. The SB

will assure the auditors unfettered access to all relevant files in
bankiné institutions. i

The Committee of Eminent Persons will instruct the auditing ¢om-
pany as to the scope of its duties. It will examine the methodolo

of the individual banks, the Swiss Bankers Association and the
Office of the Ombudsman as regards the search for accounts an
assets in question. The Independent Committee will also be
authorized to retain the services of other experts, as necessary. The
Independent Committee will publish progress reports from time to
time.

Goverriment will deal with the question of looted assets in Swis banks or
other institutions which were not reported or returned under the relevant
laws during the years before, during and immediately after the Second
World War,

The parties of the agreement will cooperate to assure that the S}/iss
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(6)  All negotiations will be handled in an environment of absolute di cret‘on
and secr‘ecy, with 8 view of reaching an anucablc resolution of al| issues.

(7)  Assoon as the contents of this Memorandum are agreed upon, thete will
be a surhmit meeting of the presidents and their delegations to affix their
signatu s and to announce the names of the members of the Commlt tee
and the scope of its task to the public. '

Signed and agreed. ;
NeW York, New York, May 2, 1996 !

Edgar M. Bronfman Dr. Georg F. Krayer

A\;raham Burg Dr. Josef“‘, Ackermann
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BUDAPEST
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BUENOS AIRES
Larrea 744
GENEVA

1 rue de Varembe
JERUSALEM

21 Jabotinsky Street
JOHANNESBURG
7 Anerley Road
MELBOURNE

5 Queens Road

MOSCOW

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL ¢ CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL

501 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022-5602

April 30, 1996. CABLE: WORLDGRESS. NEW YORK
TELEPHONE: (212) 755-5770
TELEX: 23 61 29
TELEFAX: (212) 755-5883
Mr. Kjell Colding
Secretary General
Royal Ministry of Foreign Affairs
0 s 1 o, Norway

Dear Mr. Colding,

Thank you for your letter of March 27, 1996. I am grateful
that the Norwegian Government is taking action to deal with the
longstanding question of compensation for Jewish properties seized
in Norway during World War II. In light of Norway's special con-

71 Varshavskaye Schosse cern for human rights issues and the pursuit of world peace, I at-

PARIS
78 Ave. des Ch. Elysees

tach great significance to the assurances that your government
will spare no effort in clarifying the facts.

We regard this as an important task of righting the wrongs
committed against Norwegian Jews during the Holocaust and also a
fulfillment of a historic commitment given to the World Jewish Con-
gress in 1944 by the Norwegian Government in Exile, in London.

As you know, I am also the president of the World Jewish
Restitution Organization and we are currently very active in the on-
going negotiations and efforts to secure restitution of Jewish pro-
perty in both Eastern and Western Europe. This organization rep-
resents an umbrella of world Jewish organizations including Jewish
survivors in Israel and the world. We therefore request that a rep-
resentative of our organization be invited to take part in the com-
mittee's deliberations in order to present an overview of the efforts
of the WJRO across Europe.

I look forward to further cooperation and coordination between
us.
Yours sincerely,

,M.Ww\

Edgar M. Bronfman
President



Pyt Monistry off Foreizn Sfbirs

% ‘%aw(afy %/ﬂew/

. Oslo, 27 March 1996

Edgard Bronfman

President

World Jewish Congress

501 Madison Avenue, 17 th Floor
New York, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Bronfman,

I am taking the liberty of writing to you personally to notify you and your organization in
advance of measures being taken in Norway with regard to the property of the Norwegian
Jews confiscated during the second World War by the Quisling Nazi-government.

I am aware of the importance attached to this issue by the World Jewish Congress and I wiéh
to assure you that the Norwegian Government will spare no effort in clarifying the facts of this
case.

Later this week an independent committee of inquiry will be appointed. It will have seven
members two of whom, Mrs. Berit Reisel and Mr. Bjern Bruland, have been appointed by the
Jewish Congregation in Oslo. The committee's mandate is to carry out a full investigation into
what happened to the property of the Norwegian Jews during and after the war.

The committee will be assisted by a full time secretariat. It will submit a report to the
Government within one year. When the committee has completed its work the Government will
decide further measures.

As soon as the details of the mandate have been ﬁnaliied and the members confirmed we will
forward English translations of the relevant documents.

I am pleased to note that throughout this process the Government has co-operated closely with
the Jewish congregation in Oslo, which has represented the Norwegian J ewish community.

Yours sincerely,

y/® ;

Kjell Colding
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= T DRAFT TESTIMONY

EDGAR M. BRONEMAN

PRESIDENT, WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS
PRESIDENT, WORLD JEWISH RESTITUTION ORGANIZATION

Committee on Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs
United States Senate z;::/
April 24, 1996

Mr. Chairman, I want to commend you for holding these
hearings and for the outstanding job your staff has been doing
in ferreting out information long lost or concealed. What you
are doing is of great historic significance. Our collectite
mission here is nothing short of bringing justice. We are here
to help write the last chapter of the bitter legacy of the
Holocaust.

Today, Mr. Chairman, I am acting in my capacities as
President of the World Jewish Congress and as Presideni: of the
World Jewish Restitution Organization. I am also testifying on
behalf of my Co-chairman, Mr. Avrum Burg, the Chairman of the
Jewish Agency.

The WJRO was created in 1992 by the leading international
Jewish organizations and the survivor’s groups to coordinate
claims for the return of property and the transfer to the Jewish
people of heirless holdings. We also work to secure for
individual Jews no longer resident in the countries in question
the same rights that would obtain for local Jews who remain.
With your permission, Mr. Chairman, I would like to submit as
part of my formal testimony, the list of the international
organigétions that make up the WJRO. [List to be appended]

The WJRO has also been designated by two successive Prime
Ministers to represent the State of Israel in these matters. It
‘has also concluded agreements with Jewish Communities :in several
countries in order to coordinate restitution efforts.

I hope it will not sound presumptuous of me, Mr. Chairman,
but I speak to you today on behalf of the Jewish people. W¥ith
reverence, I also speak on behalf of those who cannot speak fo -
themselves.

The issue before us today, the one I want to talk to you
about, can be summed up in a single word: Justice.

Fifty years after the Holocaust, as Germany and the
collaborationist countries have sought to face their
responsibilities and make restitution, there remains the glaring
void in the behavior of the banks of Switzerland.
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Just a year ago today, the bipartisan leaders of the
United States Congress declared in a letter to the Secretary of
State, and I quote:

“It should be made clear to the countries involved
that their response on this [restitution] matter will
be seen as a test of their respect for basic human
rights and the rule of law, and could have practical
consequences on their relations with our country. It
is the clear policy of the United States that each
should expeditiously enact appropriate legislation
for the prompt restitution and/or compensation for
property and assets seized by the former Nazi and/or
Communist regimes. We believe it is a matter of both
law and justice.”

President Clinton has declared:
“We must confront and, as best we can, right the
terrible injustices of the past. I thus support the
efforts of the World Jewish Restitution Organization
and the World Jewish Congress to help resolve the
question of Jewish properties confiscated during and
after the Second World War.”

Mr. Chairman, I wish to personally commend Ambassador
Stuart Eizenstat for his contribution to this effort. President
Clinton assigned him a special mission to assist in this task
while he was the United States Representative to the Eurcopean
Union, and although he returned to Washington earlier “his month
to become Undersecretary of Commerce for International Trade, he
will continue his efforts as Special Envoy on Property Claims in
Central Europe. He has been doing an outstanding job serving
the interests of all Americans, not only Jews.

I"would also like to take this opportunity of adding that
the European Parliament has added its voice to that of the
United sStates, expressing the same view and declaring =that
‘restitution is a matter of justice which must be fulfilled.

Mr. Chairman, as the Congressional letter made clear, what
today’s hearing is about is “respect for basic human rights and
the rule of law.” Nothing less.

I am not here to talk about whether there is only $32
million remaining in Swiss banks belonging to Holocaus: wvictims
and survivors or, as may be closer to the truth, several
billion. Nor am I ready to endorse those who say the records
were purposely destroyed and the money confiscated.

When I met with the Swiss Bankers Association last
September in Bern, I was struck by one comment they made to me.

“Mr. Bronfman,” they said, “we do not wish to hold on o one
Swiss franc that is not ours.”
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I told them that I certainly agreed with that sentiment.
I explained to them that the World Jewish Congress initiated
activity .aimed at the recovery ¢of Jewish property even before
the war in Europe ended. 1In November 1944, Dr. Nahum Goldmann,
the co-founder of the World Jewish Congress raised the issue at
the War Emergency Conference in Atlantic City. He declared
then: :

“The principle that Jewish assets must be given back
to their legitimate holders wherever possible must be
regarded and inviolable.”

Now that the Swiss Bankers have told me they accept this
universal principle, Mr. Chairman, I ask that you, your
Committee, this Congress and our Government to help the Swiss
Bankers fulfill their own wish not to hold on to a single Swiss
franc that is not their own.

A word of concern, Mr. Chairman: time is running out for
those who will be the primary recipients of this restitution.
Knowing you as I do, I am confident that your investigation will
be thorough and will result in the full exposure of the facts.

At the meeting in Bern in September, I did not discuss
dollar amounts. What I sought was an impartial audit. I came
away thinking that we had agreed on that, but in February, the
Swiss unilaterally announced they had done their own survey and
had found only $32 million -- an amount that defies credibility.

“Trust us,” they told the victims of the Holocaust, “we
looked into our records and our own vaults and that’s all we
could find.”

One of the documents already uncovered and released by
your own investigators, Mr. Chairman, suggests that at a single
Swiss financial institution, the present value of deposits may
be nearly that ruch alone.

Mr. Chairman, as you may know, heading these two
organizations is not my only job. I am also a businessman, and
a successful one, I am proud to say. I know that because I just
paid my taxes and I know what a big bite they took, but I was
glad to be able to pay that amount.

As a businessman, I deal with bankers quite a bit. The
most important possession any banker can have is his reputation,
the trust of his customers. If we cannot have faith in the
integrity and trustworthiness, in the honor of the banker, to
protect our deposits, to give a faithful and accurate
accounting, then we must go elsewhere,

If the issue for the Jewish people, it must for the Swiss
bankers also be an issue of trust.

P.B4
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What is urgently needed, Mr. Chairman, is a transparent
mechanism to conduct a verifiable audit of all Nazi-erz assets,
Jewish and non-Jewish, in Switzerland and their disposition so
that all the parties involved can be satisfied justice has been
served.

The: Swiss bankers cannot be permitted to come back and
say, once again, that they will create such a process, but that
they want to be the ones who appoint the auditors. Their
repeated failure of integrity over 50 years has forfeited for
‘them such a privilege. There must be an arm’s-length process
that is credible to the world.

There is already much to learn from the very beginning of
the documents uncovered by your Committee and by others working
elsewhere. They demonstrate that the Swiss were far from
neutral. That their assistance to the Nazi war machine, through
the clandestine conversion of looted gold into Swiss francs
enabled the Germans to buy fuel and other raw materials they
needed to prolong the war. Some estimates in testimony before
the U.S. Senate hearings following the war suggest the cost may
have been staggering in the lives of American soldiers, Allied
soldiers, Jews and other civilians across that continent.

The Germans were looting synagogues, schools, mussums and
the bodies they were about to toss into the ovens. They
snatched works of art. They took wedding rings and gold teeth
and melted them down. They cast ingots that were falsely marked
to appear as if they were pre-war gold and, as records are
showing, they took it to bankers who were only too willing to
look the other way.

Mr. Chairman, many Jews in Central Europe, and many others
in those countries, saw the Nazis coming and made the trip to
Switzerland because they thought their assets could be held
safely there. They put their faith in Swiss neutrality and the
integrity of that nation’s banking system. And it appears they
were betrayed.

Only through a full, fair and impartial audit can we
uncover the truth. I would hope the Swiss bankers will
cooperate in this as it appears to me to be the only way to deal
with the crisis in confidence they have created and restore the

reputation of the Swiss banking community that has been called
into question by so many.

Mr. Chairman. I do not propose here a discussion of
specific amounts of money. Yet, I believe that each dollar
recovered represents a little piece of dignity recaptured not
just for the survivors who will benefit, but for all mankind who
will have demonstrated that it remains morally unacceptable for

anyone to profit from the ashes of man’s greatest inhumanity to
man.

E.8S
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Thank you, Mr. Chairman and Members of the Commititee, and
G-d grant you the strength and determination to finish this
historic mission of serving justice for the victims of the
Holocaust, the survivors and their heirs.

TATOI D MAC
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TESTIMONY OF UNDER SECRETARY STUART E. EIZENSTAT
SENATE COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN AFFAIRS

April 23, 1996

I would like to thank the Committee for the opportunity to testify today as part of its
inquiry on the "status of assets deposited by European Jews and others into Swiss banks in the
years preceding the Holocaust." I appreciate the leadership of Chairman D'Amato in bringing
this important issue to the attention of the public and the Congress. The locus of activity on the
Swiss institutions matters is with U.S. Embassy Bern, but I am happy to have this opportunity to
inform you of Administration activity.

I have been the Department of State's Special Envoy for Property Claims in Central and
Eastern Europe for over a year. I will continue to lead this effort under the guidance of the
Secretary of State even in my new position as the Under Secretary for International Trade at the
Department of Commerce. As Special Envoy, my task has been to promote the non-
discriminatory, transparent, and just resolution of claims arising out of properties confiscated
during and after the Second World War by the Nazis and their sympathizers or by the
Communist governments in post-war Central and Eastern Europe. While the issue of possible
accounts in Swiss institutions belonging to Holocaust victims has not been the primary focus of
this mission, my office and other State Department officials have expended many hours on this
matter.

First, I would like to take this opportunity to tell you about my work as Special Envoy
generally, my observations, and some of the problems I have encountered in this process. It is
important to do this to set a context for the Swiss institution issue. I will address the matter of
assets in Swiss institutions and then offer suggestions for the next steps which might be taken for
a successful resolution of some of these matters. The Swiss Bankers Association has identified
$ 32 million in dormant accounts opened by persons living outside Switzerland prior to May 8,
1945. While investigations continue, simultaneously we must strongly encourage efforts to
identify the owners/ heirs and to expeditiously distribute remaining sums so that those who are
elderly and poor can live their last years with dignity.

Since being named as Special Envoy last year, I have made "fact-finding" missions to
eleven countries: Belarus, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania,
Poland, Romania, the Slovak Republic, and Ukraine. I also traveled to Germany to discuss
Holocaust survivor compensation. With the strong support of our Embassies in each country, I
have been able to meet with senior officials of the governments involved, including Presidents,
Prime Ministers, Foreign Ministers and other High-ranking officials. In these trips, I have
highlighted the significance that the U.S. government -- both the Executive and Legislative
branches -- attaches to this painful and complex issue and have stressed the importance of

1



resolving property claims in ways that are just, fair and non-discriminatory.

We recognize that the governments in the region face financial constraints as they
struggle to reform their economies. We do not seek to dictate solutions or negotiating partners.
Rather, we urge that governments address the question of promoting restitution and
compensation of communal and private properties in ways that meet the expectations of local
communities and are credible to international organizations, such as the World Jewish
Restitution Organization (WJRO), which act on behalf of or in partnership with local groups, and
which are fair to U.S. citizens with claims for property confiscated during the Nazi and
Communist eras. The efforts I have made as a representative of the United States are beginning
to show results.

Property Claims

In general, property claims can be divided into three categories: communal (e.g.
synagogues, schools, community centers, hospitals -- some countries divide this category into
“religious" and "secular" property); 2) private property with heirs; and 3) the most difficult,
private property without heirs.

Our initial focus has been communal property -- the most promising category in the near
term. The hope is that success with communal property can be used to build momentum in all
categories, even though private property claims are quite different and often more difficult. I
believe that international organizations including the WJRO and local Jewish communities share
this priority.

Let me review some of my general findings in the area of property claims.

Many of the countries I have visited have started the process of returning communal
property. For example, five already have some legislation in place, and three others have
governmental decrees. Of the three with neither legislation nor decrees, two have promulgated
draft legislation. In Poland, which had had the largest Jewish community in pre-War Europe,
there still is no law on communal property restitution. However, the Polish Council of Ministers
recently agreed on proposed legislation that is pending in the Polish Parliament. Still, a host of
issues -- each country with its own twist -- remains and has impeded not only the Jewish
community, but other religious groups like the Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church, from
receiving their property. Hungary and Romania are developing promising frameworks for action
but follow-through will be critical.

For instance, in the Czech Republic, the restitution of communal properties under the
control of the State is proceeding pursuant to decree by the Prime Minister. However, the
restitution of communal property controlled by municipalities has proceeded much more slowly.
The municipalities have been most reluctant to return income-producing properties and these
would help the Jewish community rebuild its institutions and assist survivors. In a number of
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other countries, implementation of restitution decrees is left to local authorities with little central
government oversight. Slovakia has an excellent restitution law but restitution is very slow due to
bureaucratic delays.

Additionally, in some countries, e.g., Latvia, Lithuania, and Ukraine, the law or decree
provides only for return of "religious" communal property. We have urged a liberal
interpretation of the term, pointing to the difficulty of drawing a line between the "religious" and
the "secular" in terms of Jewish communal property. Many properties had "mixed" uses. While
Lithuania appears to have followed this in its recent return of several hospitals and schools,
implementation will need continued monitoring.

A variety of other problems have arisen in the return of properties. For example, in some
countries, when persons or communities have attempted to reclaim properties, they have been
asked (sometimes required): 1) to compensate current "owners" for significant improvements;
2) to contribute to the relocation of persons displaced by the return; and/or 3) to allow current
tenants to remain for a lengthy period of time at rent-controlled rates.

Thus, while this category shows the most movement, it is far from complete. Continued
U.S. government attention is important. On a positive note, I would add that we now are not
alone in our efforts. In December 1995, the European Parliament of the European Union passed
a resolution calling for Central and Eastern European states to adopt appropriate legislation
regarding the return of plundered property so that the property of Jewish communities and others
may be returned. In addition, in a speech in January, Sir Leon Brittan, the Vice President of the
European Commission, noted the importance of Central and Eastern European countries
“tackling" property restitution issues in the context of minority rights issues as they progress
toward membership in the European Union.

Regarding private property, the most common problem is inclusion of citizenship and
sometimes residency requirements in legislation/decrees. Such requirements exist -- or are
contemplated -- in one form or another in many countries I have visited (e.g., the Czech
Republic, Lithuania, Romania, and the Slovak Republic). Depending on the country's citizenship
laws and whether claims by non-resident dual citizens are allowed, the citizenship requirement
poses huge hurdles for claimants. Claimants who emigrated to the West and Israel, including
American citizens who owned property themselves or whose relatives had property confiscated
by either the Nazis or the Communists, have encountered great difficulties. Even where these
requirements do not exist, there have been complications. For example, in Estonia and Latvia,
foreigners cannot own land, but can receive title to residences. While these laws may change,
this will take time.



Outreach Efforts to International Organizations and Local Communities

Working with local and international communities has been another important component
of this initiative. Local Jewish communities and international Jewish organizations often have
somewhat differing approaches. We believe that any settlements made must meet the
expectations of local Jewish communities, be credible to international Jewish organizations
acting on their behalf or in partnership with local communities, and meet the needs of other
claimants. International organizations can offer small local communities support in identifying
property to be claimed and the maintenance of restituted property. International organizations
also are important in that they represent the larger Jewish community's interest in resolving these
difficult issues. Organizations which have been helpful in this regard include the WJRO through,
for example, its assistance in identifying properties to be claimed and the Joint Distribution
Committee and the Jewish Agency in assistance in social and educational services.

At the same time, local Jewish communities have a deep, historical understanding of their
communities and their countries and wish to rebuild their lives and to provide a future for their
families. In my discussions with all parties, I have emphasized the advantages -- and the need —
for cooperation between the local and international communities and will continue to seek to
facilitate such cooperation. Divisions only complicate the restitution effort and make it difficult
for governments to place their trust in the process.

Assets in Swiss Institutions

Turning to possible Holocaust-era assets in Swiss institutions, to the extent such assets
exist, they could prove to be a source of assistance for an aging, destitute population in Central
and Eastern Europe and perhaps their heirs. These survivors have been largely uncompensated,
unlike survivors in the West and in Israel, since the end of World War II. To provide a possible
source of assistance for these persons, as well as to ensure that monies are returned to rightful
owners, it is important that the U.S. government facilitate the development of just, transparent,
and non-discriminatory processes for resolutions.

While the U.S. Embassy in Bern is the primary point of action on this issue, I have been
involved in this matter since a conversation last summer with then Ambassador M. Larry
Lawrence. In several follow-up conversations with Embassy Bern by me and my staff in the
U.S. Mission to the European Union, officials have told me about their efforts to urge openness
and transparency in the review of dormant Holocaust-era accounts. I also have been in regular
contact with Edgar Bronfman of the World Jewish Congress (WJC) and his top officials Israel
Singer and Elan Steinberg, who have been the driving force behind this process.

A number of steps have been taken recently by the State Department and other interested
organizations. First, after the February 7 release by the Swiss Bankers Association (SBA) of its
survey results, Embassy Bern Charge d'Affaires, Michael C. Polt, met with Heinrich Schneider
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and Andreas Hubschmid, the Deputy Secretary General and the First Secretary in Charge of U.S.
Relations of the SBA, respectively. Charge Polt urged the SBA to create an open and transparent
process to expeditiously complete the researching of remaining accounts. Charge Polt had also
expressed special concern about the fee (300 Swiss Francs-- more than $ 250 USD) charged for
account searches, which SBA defended as necessary to distinguish inappropriate requests and
significantly lower than the 2000 Swiss Francs ($ 1600) that a bank can charge. Charge Polt
indicated that Embassy Bern would continue to follow the issue with vigor.

Embassy Bern reported SBA's defense of its findings of a total of 38.7 million Swiss
Francs or § 32 million (value calculated based on last date of activity in account) in dormant
accounts opened by persons living outside Switzerland prior to May 8, 1945. SBA
representatives stated that Switzerland was not nearly the important financial center prior to
World War II that it is now. The SBA also pointed to earlier efforts undertaken to identify
Holocaust victim accounts, including the return between 1945 and 1952 of 16 million Swiss
Francs or § 4 million (current value) to persons from German or German-occupied areas and,
following a 1962 Federal Decree, the return of an additional 9.5 million Swiss Francs or $ 2
million (the 1962 value) to owners/heirs or -- where none existed -- to Jewish organizations.

SBA officials also strongly defended the survey's integrity to Embassy Bern
representatives. They noted the independence of the Ombudsman's Office that studied the
dormant accounts and the completeness of the survey -- nearly all member banks in existence in
1945 responded.

Second, senior State Department officials met with Messrs. Schneider and Hubschmid of
the SBA, and on several occasions with Swiss Embassy officials in Washington, to stress the
need for transparency.

Third, in response to inquiries from the WJC, the Swiss Parliament's Legal Committee
has become involved. The Committee has consulted the SBA, the WJC, and the Swiss
Federation of Jewish Communities. After consultations, the "Unclaimed Assets" working group
of the Legal Committee recommended dividing consideration of individual claims from the more
general issues raised by unclaimed assets. With regard to individual claims, the Committee
noted that the SBA Ombudsman's Office, in concert with Jewish organizations, would have a
private firm oversee its research activities. The Committee concluded that this arrangement
would adequately safeguard the interests of individual claimants. The Committee stated,
however, that it would revisit the activities of the Ombudsman's Office at a future date.

With respect to the more general issue of unclaimed assets, the Committee recommended
a closer examination of what has happened to assets deposited between 1933 and 1945 that
remain ownerless, including the effectiveness of the 1962 Federal Decree on the treatment in
Switzerland of assets belonging to foreigners or stateless persons persecuted on racial, religious,
or political grounds. It also pointed to a need to clarify what constitutes appropriate action with
regard to such assets. A meeting has been tentatively scheduled for May 2 between Charge Polt
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and the Chairperson of the Parliamentary group in charge of the working group to discuss the
issue further.

Fourth, more recently, Embassy Bern reported that some of the misunderstanding
regarding unclaimed assets from the World War II era may emanate from differing uses of the
term, “"Swiss bank." For example, recent press reports pointed to documents allegedly
evidencing deposits of some $ 2.4 million by Romanian Jews in the Geneva-based Societe
Generale de Surveillance (SGS). The SGS responded with a press release stating that it is
not/was not a "bank." Therefore, it is not a SBA member or subject to SBA regulations. SGS
officials subsequently told Embassy Bern that the Chief Executive Officer of the SGS during
World War II was a prominent Jewish citizen who "may" have allowed Jews to maintain
commercial accounts. Following the SGS revelations, Charge Polt met with Ambassador Anton
Greber, who is in charge of the Swiss government's inter-agency group addressing the issue.
Charge Polt pointed out that the SGS affair confirmed the need for a central process of
investigation which would have a broad mandate to look into all possible remaining Holocaust
victim assets, in whatever Swiss institutions might hold them.

Regardless of the outcome in the SGS case, this kind of difference in definition and
interpretation underscores the need for overall coordination of a complete review of any possible
Holocaust-era assets in Switzerland -- whatever the holding entity. The goal unbiased
accounting of the situation is shared, I believe, by the U.S. government and the Government of
Switzerland: assy Bern continues to press the Government of Switzerland, most recently in
an official demarche delivered on April 12, on the need for a thorough airing and resolution --
once and f(ﬁl]’-ﬁﬁfﬂﬁm&n& our efforts with Swiss government
representatives to encourage a fair and equitable resolution.

There was a positive step taken by the SBA on April 9 which I would like to note and for
which I express our encouragement. In a letter to IsraeuTS%nMWJ C, Mr. J.P. Chapuis,
Secretary General of the SBA, and Mr. H. Schneider made several suggestions including the
establishment of an independent commission to include distinguished members of the Jewish
community and authorization for the commission to retain an independent accounting firm and
other experts as necessary to issue a final report on assets held by Swiss banks. We hope these
will be positive steps toward resolution of the matter before us. We encourage all interested
parties to work together to make this commission function in an effective manner that will ensure
a fair and just result.

I urge that we continue our initiative on three-fronts -- gove nt-fo-government
discussions, government facilitation with international and local organizations, and the rapid

resolution of the issue of distribution of those accounts which have been discovered to date and

then the prompt distribution of assets, while continuing the ongoing investigations.

On this final point, I believe that although the investigations should continue into
property claims -- communal and private -- in Central and Eastern Europe, at this time the SBA
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has identified approximately $ 32 million in dormant accounts opened by persons living outside
Switzerland prior to May 8, 1945. It would be only just to establish expeditiously an open
process to identify the owners/ heirs of such accounts. As they are identified, distribution should
be made immediately without waiting for identification of the entire universe of claims. In
addition, after all claimants have been identified, if excess funds exist, we should consider
distributing these funds to Holocaust survivors in Central and Eastern Europe. We understand
that the SBA is already considering distribution of this excess to charity, one of which would be
Holocaust survivors. Perhaps prototypes can be gleaned from earlier restitution systems. Each
day, some elderly populations live in the most meager and heart-rendering manner, hoping to live
and to die with dignity, without what the elderly often describe as "being a burden" to their
families. While there is no need to cease any activity in investigating further possibilities, let us
quickly and efficiently assist this vulnerable population lest our delay deny them their deserved
dignity in a life already filled with suffering.

In closing, I would like to underscore that the United States government and this
Administration will make every effort to ensure a full accounting and full transparency to be
certain that all funds which can be traced to victims of the Holocaust or survivors of Nazi
persecution are rightfully returned to their owners and that any excess funds where no claims are
made are distributed in the fairest way possible to benefit those who suffered the most during
World War II.

I look forward to working with this Committee toward achieving our shared goals and
objectives.



Translation of article in Globes, Tel Aviv, April 29, 1996.

UNANSWERED PRINCIPAL QUESTIONS

At the Senate hearings in Washington last week, a number of important issues con-
cerning the identification of assets of Holocaust victims were raised and re-
mained without an answer. The absence of a solution to these questions may to a
large extent decreaste the importance of the planned measures to locate the ac-
counts.

*  According to the agreement, an independent accounting office to investigate
the procedure of the banks' reearch into Holocaust victims' accounts is to be
set up. The problem is that the six great international audit chains act as
auditos of the important Swiss banks. And also smaller chains count Swiss banks
among their clients. Therefore it might well be that it will be impossible to
find an expert and well-reputed accounting office that can deal with the issue.
One possible solution would be to rely on one of the larger Israeli audit firms,
whose members are indeed involved with the international offices but do not deal
directly with Swiss banks.

* Circumstancial evidence indicate the possibility that a majority of the ac-
counts of Holocaust victims were closed by the Swiss banks in the 60s and the
funds taken over by the banks, as Swiss legislation foresees in cases in which
no contact with a client occurred for more than 20 years. The Bankers' Associa-
tion admits that this theoretical possibility exists but states that this did
not take place. It is difficult to check whether this is so; and if accounts
were in fact closed, it will be almost impossible to prove the original extent
of the assets.

* Senator D'Amato, in the course of the hearings, referred to the fact that
many Jews used Swiss representatives in order to open accounts. In such cases
the accounts might yet be active, though they would be held in the name of that
Swiss citizen. Swiss legislation does not recognize the existence of such rep-
resentatives and stipulates that the holder of the account is its owner for all
purposes. The accounts may thus remain in the hands of the representatives or
their heirs and will never be identified.

*  An additional problem raised at the hearings and which remained without a
reply is the question of valuables deposited in safe deposit boxes in Swiss
banks. Such assets should remain in the safes until today, but the banks have
not informed anything as to how they will - if they will at all - permit the
identification of such safes.
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Spoils on the move
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Within the triumphant Wehrmacht formations
that overran much of the Continent from
September 1939 were specialist units poised to
descend on the central banks in each country
and confiscate all monetary gold in their vaults
for the benefit of the expanding Reich. Aided
by the swift pace of the Blitzkrieg, these units
accomplished their mission with relative
ease: the gold holdings of most central banks
were known in banking circles before the
war, and it was simply a matter of demanding
access to central bank premises, verifying
amounts, crating and shipping the gold to the
Reichsbank in Berlin. Once in the hands of the
Reichsbank and its expert staff, the confiscated
gold was meticulously accounted for, some-
times resmelted to obscure its origins, and then
transferred to such neutral nations as Sweden,
Spain, Portugal, Turkey and above all Switzer-
land, for purchases vital to prosecution of the
war. Gold ingots and coins looted fom the cen-
tral banks of occupied Europe constituted in-
deed one of the Reich's most potent weapons,
a liquid resource readily transmutable into
scarce commodities, manufactured goods and
other matériel for equipping the formidable
German war machine.

The scale of these operations was for that
time gigantic: some $625 million in gold was
stolen in the course of the war, approxim-
ately $330 million of which was recovered,
frequently in dramatic circumstances, by the
Allied forces at the end of hostilities. The
balance, some $295 million, flowed into the
neutral countries, again principally Switzer-
land, which despite increasing pressure from
the Allies continued to pursue profitable com-
mercial ties with Nazi Germany, long after it

became evident that the threat of invasion
from an increasingly desperate Wehrmacht
was no longer credible. Gold continued to play
an important role in international diplomacy
after the war as well: the initial impulse to
punish Switzerland and other neutrals for their
lucrstive traffic in looted assets receded in the
face of cold-war Realpolitik; the Tripartite
Commission for the Restitution of Monetary
Gold, established by Great Britain, the United
States and France, relatively soon restored to
West European central banks what could be
recovered of their lost reserves. But the claims
of regimes under Soviet domination further
east were sturdily resisted, and have not to this
day been fully settled. The Tripartite Commis-
sion. a 1945 relic still solidly frozen in the post-
ures and preoccupations of the cold war, goes
on with its obscure tasks in Brussels; and with
the hedgehog instincts of all such durable
bureaucracies refused the author of Hitler's
Gold access to its records, despite the re-
sourceful two-year campaign he mounted and
has documented with the care evident through-
out his monograph.

Although Arthur L. Smith, Jr, writes with
sober restraint, the drama of his story emerges
from the Reichsbank and other documents he
has studied: it is not an edifying tale, recording
as it does an unbroken, mutually profitable
relationship throughout the war between the
Reichsbank and leading Swiss bankers; deft
dealing by the French, who saved their own
gold reserves by obligingly handing over to the
Germans Belgian and Polish gold confided
to the Banque de France for safekeeping;
Portugal’s deliberate use of obviously re-
smelted stolen Dutch and Belgian gold; and
enough unappealing characters and general
chicanery to enliven several thrillers.

Without editorial comment, Professor Smith
also records the stream of deliveries by the SS
to the Reichsbank, amounting to some $14.5
million in all, of gold and silver coins, jewel-
lery, dental gold, spectacles and banknotes, in
neat packets and larger crates, some bear-
ing the identification marks “Lublin” and

“Auschwitz”. This treasure too was unpacked,
sorted, carefully entered in the Reichsbank
ledgers by a staff of twenty-five to thirty indi-
viduals, who “were advised not to inquire into
the source” of the loot, and for the most part
escaped any further inquiry after the war. We
are told as well how the Bank for International
Settlements in Basle, a unique central bankers’
central bank, originally established to help
clear First World War reparations and other
debts, worked closely with the Reichsbank,
swiftly complying when asked a few days after
the German occupation of Prague to transfer
Czech gold on its books to the Reichsbank
account; but refusing to honour an analogous
order by the central banks of Lithuania,
Estonia and Latvia to transfer their assets to
the Soviet Russian State Bank, on the grounds
that the order had been issued under duress.
Indeed, the Bank for International Settle-
ments, whose American President was able, in
1942, with the help of the German and Italian
authorities, to travel through occupied Europe
to home leave in New York and back to Basle,
made only feeble efforts to trace the origins of
the gold that poured into its coffers throughout
the war; and even after the war maintained that
the burden of proof was on the Allies to iden-
tify gold as.looted before any negotiations
could be initiated for its return.

The story is not quite ended: some gold that
disappeared in the last chaotic days of the
Reich is still missing; the Tripartite Com-
mission has yet to return allits gold holdings to
Poland, Czechoslovakia and Albania; Soviet
sources may now yield valuable information; a
number of German and Swiss officials who
could unfold many tales resolutely maintain
silence despite the advancing years. Professor
Smith has rescued an instructive chapter of
history from comparative obscurity, or worse,
the cinematic school of gold-bug sensational-
ists: he has written a serious, carefully
documented work, which at least until the Tri-
partite Commission finally opens its archives
will remain definitive for most of the period
1938 to 1948.



o o

EY GOLDBERG
tolen Assets

Are Swiss banks holding on to money belonging to Holocaust
victims? Edgar Bronfman Sr. and Alfonse D’Amato aim to find out.

RETA BEER RENTS AN APARTMENT IN JACK-
son Heights, Queens, for $629 a month,
and she works, even at her advanced
age—she refuses to say exactly how ad-
vanced—as a guide for “VIP tourists”
visiting New York City. She has very lit-
tle money, though she began her life in

privilege as the daughter of a Roman-
ian-Jewish textile manufacturer who sent her to
boarding school in Switzerland. He also sent his
money to Switzerland, which, it turns out, was not
a good idea.

Over lunch at El Quijote, the musty Chelsea Ho-
tel restaurant where she brings her tour groups, Beer
tells what happened to her father’s money.

“As children, we were told by my father over and
over again, ‘Don’t worry, you're provided for in
Switzerland,’ ” she says. Playing it safe, Beer’s father
kept very little money in Romania, squirreling most
of it away into a numbered Swiss bank account. In
1939, he became ill and, with his family, went to
Budapest for treatment. He died there and the fam-
ily was stranded; the war had broken out, and the
Nazi-allied government in Romania had seized their
property. “We had no money, and my father never
told my mother the number of the account in Switzerland. We
lost the factory, everything.”

She pauses for a moment to greet a waiter. “This is Adolfo,”
she says. “He’s my favorite, but he has to change his name. It
reminds me of you-know-who.”

She returns to her story. The family, she says, moved to an-
other part of Romania and lived out the war there. She came
to America in 1951, never forgetting her father’s invocation of
the family’s secret Swiss fortune. Finally, in the early sixties,
she and her mother visited Switzerland, where, she says, “we
went from bank to bank. But we didn’t have the number of the
account. We could prove that [ was my father’s daughter, but
they would not say if my father had accounts with them. We
were hitting up against a wall.”

Of course, there is no way of knowing for sure, in the absence
of corroborating documentation, if Beer’s story is true, and in
that fact lies the Swiss advantage. It is the principal irony of her
story that the legendary Swiss secrecy practices, such as the as-
signing of numbers to accounts in lieu of names, began in the
thirties as a concession to the banks’ Jewish customers, who
were looking to protect their assets from the Germans.

In any other country, a person in Beer’s situation—in which
a relative died in extraordinary circumstances—would, after
offering proof of her own identity, be able to track down and
recover her family’s assets. But the Swiss, many believe, have
been deliberately unforthcoming. Holocaust survivors and
heirs of the dead who have taken on the Swiss banks see not
just bureaucracy in their denials but greed. What else could
explain. they say, the fact that of the 7,000 claims filed with
Swiss banks immediately after World War II by relatives of

Greta Beer of Jackson Heights, Queens: “As children we were told by my father over and
over again, ‘Don’t worry, you're provided for in Switzerland.” "

murdered depositors, only 200 were settled?

It is sometimes forgotten that in addition to being a geno-
cide unprecedented in scope and precision, the Holocaust was
also the world’s greatest robbery. Billions in Jewish wealth
were stolen outright by the Germans and their allies, and most
of that wealth was never recovered. Today, Jewish organiza-
tions and individuals, partly spurred by the collapse of the So-
viet bloc, are engaged in a full-scale effort to recover stolen
buildings and possessions. And the Swiss are feeling the heat.

They are also learning that it might have been wiser to con-
front the issue a long time ago. Where they once found them-
selves entreated by a group of anonymous Jews with little or
no documentation, the Swiss are now, half a century later, fac-
ing an unlikely pair of power brokers—Edgar Bronfman Sr.
and Alfonse D’Amato, who seem intent on making the vaunt-
ed Swiss banking system squirm.

They might be succeeding. This week, Senator D’Amato is
scheduled to hold Banking Committee hearings on the Swiss
question, and even before the hearings begin he is talking
about sanctions.

“We can do this the easy way, or we can do it the very hard
way,” says D’Amato, who has a sharp eye for sitting ducks. “If
we get the proper response, we'll never get into the kind of
sanctions we could put into effect . . . but all the sanctions are
at our disposal.”

Bronfman, the Seagram’s billionaire and president of the
World Jewish Congress, was asked by the late Israeli prime min-
ister Yitzhak Rabin last September to represent the Jewish peo-
ple in their claims against the Swiss banks, and he has been dp—
ing so with vigor. His name tends to open doors, especially in
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countries whose leaders are predisposed to believing that Jews
wield extraordinary influence in world financial affairs.

Bronfman is ordinarily a discreet, behind-the-scenes play-
er, but he couldn’t contain his anger at the Swiss Bankers
Association. . :

“They’ve lied to me so directly and so often on this that
I’ve had enough,” Bronfman told New York. “I’m not going
to let them off the hook. They’ve given us the usual kind of
stonewalling. First, they said you had to have a death certifi-
cate. Someone with us screamed at them; “Who should sign
it? Hitler?’ . . . This is a question of justice. You don’t prof-
it off the Holocaust.” - :

Bronfman and D’Amato were unimpressed
with the announcement in February by the
Swiss Bankers Association that a check of J#&
bank records had turned up $32 million in -
dormant accounts thought to- have belonged [
to Jews who died in the Holocaust, money they
apparently hoped to use to settle claims. The
Swiss announcement did not specify whether
that figure included 60 years of interest or not,

. and they still have not clarified the matter for
the World Jewish Congress, according to
Bronfman. And in any case, the number
sounds extremely low. Bronfman thinks the
banks may well hold billions of dollars in de-
posits made directly by Jews and in deposits of
stolen Jewish money made by Nazis. Newly
declassified American-intelligence documents
from Operation Safehaven—a U.S. effort to
track Nazi assets conducted at the war’s end—
tend to support the view that more money is at
stake than the Swiss are letting on. These doc-
uments, many of them still being analyzed at

v

list of 182 accounts, “owned principally by
Jewish persons,” held in a single Swiss finan-
cial institution that in 1996 dollars would be
worth about $29-million, according tc the
W]C. The disposition of these accounts is un-
known. It is one of the questions the WJC
wants answered by the Swiss, who don’t ap-
pear eager to take on their new adversary.
Bronfman was left with the distinct impression after a sit-
down with Swiss-bank negotiators last fall that they were
trying to buy off his group. i

“I think they were trying to bribe us with this $32 million,”
says Bronfman. “They were absolutely shocked when I said we
weren't interested in the money but in the process.”

A spokesman for the Swiss Bankers Association could not
be reached for comment, and a lawyer for the group, Marc Co-
hen, a special counsel at the impeccably connected Washing-
ton firm of Wilmer, Cutler and Pickering, declined to be inter-
viewed. Oscar Knapp, the economics minister at the Swiss
Embassy in Washington, says that his government is eager to
learn just how much Jewish money is hidden away in his coun-
try’s banks, but he called Bronfman’s estimate of billions “very
exaggerated,” even accounting for accrued interest: He sug-
gested that the Swiss government sees a public-relations dis-
aster brewing in the bank imbroglio, however, and wants to
see the matter settled. “There is no winning this case for the
Swiss banks,” he concedes.

The Bankers Association seems to be acquiring an under-
standing of the importance of appearances, and late last week,
just a few days before the committee hearing was set to begin,

scenes mogul, takes on the Swiss.
“First they said
you had to
have a death

the National Archives, are the ammunition certiﬁcate ” mant reported that the trucks were “believed
D’Amato says he will use against the Swiss. 1 J to be carrying food stuffs, looted property,
One such Safehaven document contains a 57747 B fOﬂfﬂZdﬂ. machinery and the like.”

“Someone with us
screamed, “Who
should sign it,
Hitler?’ ”

the association called for a new meeting with Bronfman and
announced its intention to form an independent investigation
panel—“including members of the Jewish community”—to
scour Swiss banking records. “We and our members are
deeply concerned that this important issue be approached and
concluded in a sensitive, equitable, open, accurate, and pro-
fessional manner,” the association’s letter to the WJC reads.

But Bronfman was unmoved by the letter, as was D’ Amato.

“I’'m very suspicious of this group,” Bronfman said. “I want
this process to be verified at every step along the way.” Said
D’Amato: “I'm not going to say all of a sudden that I'm going

. to take their good word on it.”

The suspicion of Swiss maneuverings in this
case comes against the backdrop of a series of
revelations that strongly suggest that Switzer-
land was never the bastion of neutrality in
World War II it appeared to be.

The whole question of Jewish assets held by
Swiss banks was revived in a book published
by a Swiss Jewish historian last year entitled
Switzerland and the Jews 1933-1945, and in-
terest in the issue has been piqued further by
the stack of Operation Safehaven reports. The
50-year-old documents, many now in the
hands of ‘D’Amato’s Banking Committee,
paint a picture of possible Swiss complicity
with the Nazis, including, W]C officials sus-
pect, the knowing hoarding of looted wealth
in the waning days of the war.

_One such Safehaven document, dated
April 21, 1945, describes the activities of
mysterious truck convoys guarded by S.S.
‘troops that moved only at night through
Austria on the way to Switzerland. An infor-

Another document places an adviser to Her-
mann Goring in Switzerland in the last days of
‘the war. The year before, the document states,
the adviser “carried out an important financial
transaction for [the S.S.]. This concerned the
conversion of a large amount of French francs
into Swiss francs and was of sufficient impor-
tance temporarily to affect the rate of ex-
change.”

Yet another wartime document is entitled “Objectionable Ac-
tivities of Two Leading Swiss Banks During 1944,” one of them
being Credit Suisse. “Credit Suisse, Zurich, is the most frequent
violator of the Allied Code of Conduct concerning Swiss banks.
. . . The following intercepts . . . show that Credit Suisse per-
formed activities on behalf of the Nazis.”

To what extent did Swiss banks knowingly serve as deposi-
tories for looted wealth? The Senate hearings would be the
most searching attempt yet to answer that question. For the
World Jewish Congress, however, the amount of money that
may be involved is less important than the principle underly-
ing the restitution campaign.

“Money is money, and I'm never going to deny that money
is important, but this is a moral outrage,” Bronfman says.
“These people think they can get rich off victims of the Holo-
caust, and that’s disgusting.”

For Greta Beer in Jackson Heights—who needs to pay the
rent—oprinciple is at stake, too.

“My father put his money in Switzerland because it was a
bastion, it was a citadel, it was a ‘neutral’ country,” she says.
“This was my father’s money.” e

Photograph by AP/Wide World Photos.
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Germéﬁ.a,setﬂ nas been civon careful attention by the Legatlon.
SAFEHAVEN. At thg present_time it is impossible, ag the
f   Department will appreciate, to malke more than refined-guess

with reupact to the value of these assets for a numoer of

rea30n3'includ1ng:
(1) The traditigng; stock in trade of Swiss

Bdnmero. 1nfnglgﬁ_#roaltora, Insurance Cowvdnios

Vattorneyu, ete.f .is the comcealment of ‘assets.’

,(2) Apparently the uowurn;ant of SWLtzerland

' i . ; o _
elf ‘as no adeouate record or annralvals ”Iarms,-

pleugeg to uncer aLe ha s'not been 1n1t1ate as yet

fand full olsclosure to bwissAauthorltles na y

*prgventcd by taagconcealmgnt tradition.
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Ti":(d) The files of the Legation even S Prbdléimed
”;ﬁiét'iﬁdividuals and firmé do not hold all the data
’ﬁecéssary for SAFEH&VEN'operations, including’estimatés
'7ofﬂadéets, qs‘the lépter'wére nqt imperative Proclaiméd.k
List work and, with a ver& limited Proclaimed List »
staff were not feasible to procure. A wicder and more
;'7f§rdmpt coverage, of poésible leads and contacts has
'fbeén'precluded'by'thé jresent shortage of SAFEHAVEN
staff. The British sbme Years ago destroyed for
:sedeiﬁy reésons their then‘cxisting basic files and'

‘little data of use for this estimate is possessed hy

the Irench here.

i In compliance with the request by the Departrent to
e A} * . 5
furnish an oestimate, the following fizures however tentative

-

7 ok ‘end possibly not closely approximative ere offercd by the
Lezation althiough it is obviousliy limited by the circumstances
" :

enumerated ahove.

S B ) <«

"It is indicatea oy a review of files and published sources

that German participation capital in 250 Swiss business enter-

prises totals 472,720,000 Swiss francs plus 11 with a capital

of 19,h87,000 reichsmarks plus one with a capital of 500,000

. escudos and one with a capital of 5,000,000 goldmarks. There
available information on capital of 95 other enterprises
h the Germens particinate.

The
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The dlutrlbution of Gcr;mn xrticipution in the above

cited 250 »omnanies classified by charavter enterprises 1is:

- as follaus in rilllon% of 3w1sg francs. manufacture textiles
and- tnelr prouucts 63 nanufucture transnortatlon equipment 6;
“1nsurance companies 15, wholesale retail 67; banis 9;
imanuracture_onemlcals and Allied products 15; holding and
‘finance compdnies 330; manufactwre machinery not including
>: £rAnsportdti§n.equipment 11; 7 othor categories each under

3 total 12. |
Since'it is based on capital instead of net worth and.

bccauue of conpletc lach of daeta on 95 enterprises, the above

.estlmute of 472,720,000 SUlSS fr ncs is prohably low by at
‘least 250 to 300 million Swiss franecs.

: .;ihcluding Gyro account, Reichsbank's bzlances in Swiss
‘ﬁhgéﬁs at mid-May emountod to about 50 million Swisg'francs..

.~ The property found at Consulates, Legation and other German

 or0anizat1on which have been closed may total 15 million

)

"wisa Trancs.

A Swiss'ban cor has estimated uerm&n private Q@nO%lts
\ﬂ (cash sccurities)lln Swigs banks in'Switzerland et 500 million

(&)

Swiss francs. It is impossible to obtein a more accurate

estimate because of long established poliey of bank SCCTCCY «

German share of Suiss blocked dollar accounts in USA is not
included in this cstimete of German private deposits in

L
Switzeriand. Out of total 5 billion Swiss francs blocked in

A

‘ ' . . : the

Swiss Trancs but they may range from 400 million to 700 million

o
4
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4
y
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estimate the Germen share to.'be 100 million

Swiss francs plus or.minus 50 million. The basis for these

.f.figures,isnan estimate by Swuiss banker who identifies

25 million Swiss francs as German and an additional 500
million Swiss francs as property of foreign nationéls
1ncluding Gorrans permanently residing in Switzerland but'

he states he is not able tersqimate how much of the latter

is German.

- Substantigl amounts of secwrities, currencies, jewelry,
gela, other precious metels end other valuables cexclusive of

works of art may be coltulncd 1n ban’" safe deposit boxes

_:egisteredfin naines of Germans or lawyers, notarics or other

iy s MR 'Swiss,pfustees. Furtiermore, it is probable' that similar

propertxes are includcd in private safes. It is cstimated
' =that the totul value of these as ssets in nrivutc pooscsSion
Agwand banks safe deposit boxes may4total 500 million Swiss
1;francs but may renge from 400 millin to 700 million Swiss
francs. ‘It is stated by the bankers that they are not able
:tb do anythingAmore then maie ‘e general estimaté of these
,ﬁGerman properties in private nossus‘ioh and safe dOpOSif boxes.

;_uxperts from the 3ritish side refuse to make a guess of

A

the total Value of Gcrwan owned and looted art objects. but

'have.strong~1nul ations of 53 nuintlnp 3 valued_at 2,&00 000

francs,. which are definitoly looted; other sources indicate
el gt ol ) J b
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itheivaldé of 10 other looted pictures as belng 75 OOO frencs.
;fArtists and titleu of 583 more pa1nt1n0° ostensibly loot have

 ﬁoeen reported out uavb not been authenticated, The presence. .

\

'. =var1ous renorts. Cn the basis of the Toregoing and taking .

; into eons1uerat10n otlier pousiole looted works of art apart
'from naintlngs pPlus those worku of &rt whigh the Germans have
long owned the totel value of thesec asset’s is estimated'at
1150 mlllion Sw1ss Trancs but may range Irom 125 million to
'200 mlllion Swiss francs. Germen 1nvcstment in reul estate
are estlmated at 250 million Swiss francs but may ran oe from

lOO mllllon to 350 million Sl francs. The German interests

in - estates wnd trusts are estimated at 50 mllllon SWlSa francs

but may ranbo from 10 million to 70 nLlllon. German invest-
ments insurance policies and a nnuitles are astimated at 200
riillion Swiss francg but nmay range from 50 million to 250.

million. The files of thae Legation ‘do not contain adequate

i
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value information‘on tiicse tiree categories und concain no

basis on which to cstimate hem. The figures are incliuded

¥ o only because if is felt by informed persons that these items
Ifepresent subgstantial amounts.

A_; £ , ) sed on scattlercd, reports of friendly transit agents,

G dermun merchandise transit and wareiouse are estimated at

200 million Swiss francs bub may range from 100 million to

250 million. - The bulk is proha >l" in lluted enterprises and

varehouses

x"of several hunareas of otLer looted Dalntings is indicatéd‘by'

i
{
i
|
1




2 '_‘... w JCED AT THE NATIONAL__— _Af___ OHWE‘_ i
EPS il A y

warehouéés of the surigg Governme it on whiich no Teports are
available to us as yvet.

-SAFEHAVEN’report 18 clves natents Teglstored ip names
of German nationalg from 1933 to 1943, 71t is impbssible to

Ss in fione tary terms tlie value of Patentg ana trademarks

G.

8s3¢
Obvio ously Primary ul4n¢f1cance is in te erns of control
potentlalities to which Ve are giving Snecial attention,

The roregoinp figures 01ve bossible range of totg] of
German Swriss as"*et;u in uw1t°orlcn /1770 milllon Swiss
francs to 3500 million with tuO nodal ost;mrte abou@ 2490
m;lllon Swiss.rrancs. It is Suggesteq that the flpure" Flven
abéve De treatega as Confidentigl, uurtzer SAFEL, V“N work
woulgd Obviously pe impedeq Oy any public’rcleuse at tr

time of the estimates &iven above,
IARRIS O

DC/L:IDB: 1y
6/k /L5



July 8, 1993
19 Tammuz 5753

Dr. Israel Singer

World Jewish Congress

501 Madison Avenue, 17th floor
New York, NY 10022

Dear Israel:

I'm sorry for the delay in getting back to you regarding
the Abayudaya group and David Levine's plea in their
behalf. Between my travels and finding time to discuss
this matter with the proper staff members, who also travel
constantly, it took some doing to discuss this situation.

This is an area of concern which is beyond our financial
frame. Even the request for a rabbinical student is not
as simple as it appears.

You ought to know that one of our staff members is
familiar with the situation in Uganda. The bottom line is
we do not believe this endeavor is one we should be
pursue.

Sorry for the negative response. I am sure you
understand.

With warm regards from house to house, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler



From the desk of

Dru Greenwood

Commission on Reform Jewish Outreach
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World Union For NDTINN NITN'I 'N2I1I0N TIAN
Progressive Judaism |

y 838 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10021 « (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel 94101 » 2-203-452
S et FAX # (212) 517-3940 FAX # 2-203-446

June 21, 1993

FROM: Rabbi Clifford M. Kulwin

TO: Dru Greenwood

Thank you for the correspondence regarding the Abayudaya community.
It is a situation with which I am somewhat familiar.

It will probably come as no surprise to you that my own opinion is
that the proper course of action is benign neglect. This has
nothing to do with any movement political matters (e.g. turf,
ishut, etc.) but is based simply on what I consider the merits (or
lack thereof) of the case. I might also add that I do not doubt
Mr. Levine’s account.

Engaging in an effort such as Mr. Levine requests involves
assumption of a very large responsibility. It is not fair to
"tease" a group of this nature without being prepared to marshall
the resources necessary to follow the effort all the way through.
What may start with a three month visit by a rabbinical student
could ultimately reach its logical fruition with an airlift to
Israel. Who will be prepared to sponsor all of this? If a
commitment cannot be made to go all the way, is it just even to
begin?

Further, it is impossible to judge what the impact of more formal
Jewish contact will have on their living situation. How will
tribes and other groups around them react? What will the
government have to say? One may argue that their spiritual
fulfillment will be enhanced but, even if they say that is what
they want, is that proper at the expense of their general welfare?
(And how does one evaluate such matters reliably?) Similarly, we
Jews are essentially Western and middle class. If this group is
to be brought into the Jewish people, the cultural conflicts to
overcome will be awesome. Again, who will be responsible?

There are also political considerations within the Jewish world.
Would such an effort, coming from the Reform movement, have an
impact upon the movement in Israel? Or anywhere else in the world?
I can easily imagine ways in which news of a Reform effort of this
nature could be used against us in Russia.

Finally, there is an awkward cast to the allocation resources in
such a direction when there are so many truly needy Jews already



Dru Greenwood
June 21, 1993 Page Two

situated within the mainstream of the Jewish community. Are we
entirely comfortable with the notion that funds which go to Uganda
could have been used in Russia to create another religious school
or establish another congregation, and that in a place which is
clearly working its way toward communal self-sufficiency in the
world’s third largest Jewish community?

Dru, I could flesh all of this out a good deal but I hope have made

my point clearly. I do not think this is an endeavor worth
pursuing. If you wish I will be happy to discuss this matter
further. For now, please let me know if the UAHC leadership

continues its deliberation of the matter.

Sincerely,

A\



Mav 4, 1993

FROM: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

TO: Dru Greenwood

COPY:

The enclosed intrigues me. Is there anvthing vou think

can be done for these people to bring them officially into
the Jewish fold? If vou have anv thoughts, by all means

get in touch with me.

\

N

Union of American Hebrew Congregations

SERVING REFORM JUDAISM IN NORTH AMERICA
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212) 249-0100
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wWaorld Jewish Congiress

International Department of Information
501 Madison Avenue

17th Floor

Newe York, NY 10022

Dear Sir/Madam:

My name is David Levine. | am a Peace Corps volunteer teaching civil
engineering at a technical college outside of Mbale, Uganda. A few months
ago | was introduced to a community of African Jews known as the
Abayudaya. An American college student from Brown University natrned
Matthew Meyer recently wrote to you describing his encounter with the
Abayudaya while spending the fall semester studying in neighboring Kenya. |
too have had the great personal satisfaction of becoming friends with these
people, to have attended Shabbat services with them, and to be welcomed
into their homes with warm hospitality.

Shortly after | was introduced to the Abayudaya, | was shown photos af
Matt's visit along with the historical account of the community (written by
Israeli Ambassador to Kenya, Mr. Arye Oded and sent to you by Matt) and
copies of news articles written about the community from Canadian and
British Jewish news journals. Later, the comimunity elders addressed s in
their native Luganda language relating the story of how Sarnei Kakungulu the
(founder of the Jewish community some 75 years ago) had fallen out with
Christianity when he was a tribal chieftan assisting the British in pacifying
other peoples and regions of the country. His rejection of the Christian Bible
led him to study the 01d Testament and eventually to observe Jewish customs
and holidays. Kakungulu's meetings with other Jews travelling through
Uganda enabled him to learn more of Jewish rituals than he might otherwise
have learned on his own. Although this story is well documented in Mr. Oded's
account, to hear this story proudly told to me by the community elders (many
of whom fondly remember Kakungulu from the days of British colonial rule)
was truly an interesting history lesson. Perhaps it is more interesting when
one considers the fact that to this day Ugandans of all tribes and of all ages
are aware and acknowledge Kakungulu's significant political accomplish-
ments even if they don't realize that he abandoned Christianity for Judaismm.

As | came to know the community better, | came to understand the
Abayudaya's incredible eagerness to practice their faith and to iearn more of
Judaism. Yet, it is true that their desire to be better Jews is hampered in
that they themselves are aware that the outside Jewish world does not
recognize them as being Jewish as no one from the community has ever been
formally converted. In spite of this and their isolation from the rest of the



Je ish world, they o obseive thie Sabbath ofi 2alurddy, 1o dussive

Jewish holidays, to celebrate Bar and Sat Mitzvot, Lo circumciae inei” yaung
to give Jewish bibiical narmes Lo their cnildren, Lo 2ing 30053 i risdiey, Al
strive to learn moie of Judaism. The comimitment to Judaisim Lian they
gisplay is a ireinidi able enainiple of thie power of hulman peirseveranice aiid
faith.

| arn writing to your oirganization at this time Lo urge you to investigote
ways of furthering the Abagudaga's Jewish education perhaps evaniuaily
leading to full conversion of the community. From your distant ofiice back in
the states you rmay guestion their C . ITal et
motivation. | do not. 1 have attended Shabbat services with them oefoie and
after long walks to and from their synagogue under tne biol equatarial sun. |
have been welcomed into their mud hut hiomes and offered much maoire
hospitality than | have ever given. i have had iong coniversations with thiem
about Judaism, Aimerica, 1sirael, Uganda, and dozens of oilier” LGpics rlost
importantly, | have been welcomed into their Hives simply because i aivi a
to make contact wit =

fellow Jew and they so desperately want 1 ot
Admittedly, | haven't been much of a practicing Jew over the last sev
years and haven't been able to teach them much of Judaism. In fact, a number
of the community members have a knowledge of prayer, L.UbLOITIb, and history
that surpasses my own. These people are poor by our standards and will
always be 30. Judaism i3 their source of strength that enables therm Lo
continue their lives in happiness inspite of their isolation and the
persecution and abuse that they've previously endured

The Abayudaya have struggled to raise funds for %e ornpletion of their
partially finished brick synagogue. They have struggled to learn moie of
Judaism and to be united with the woridwide Jewish comimunity. | have
pledged to help theri achiieve these goals and to assist Matiheyr Meyer inhis
afforts. | request that the World sewish Congress consider tie possibility of
seniding a rabbi (perhaps a recently graduated rabbinical student) talive
amongst the Abayudaya, to educate and to formally convert therm.

Alternatively, there is o promising young man of the comimuiity whid

i15ing _
practices Judaism with zeal and already knoves a fair amount of Hebirew (not
an easy thing to learn here in the middle of Africa) and would imake a iine

'f

rabbi himself. Sending hirm to raboinical schiool wo u1d be aii option. | iope
that you will be able to offer soine form of assistance to the Abayudaya. 1'm
certain that anything you can do will be received with great joy and
appreciation. If you have any guestions or suggestions please feel free to

contact Matthew Meyer at.
Box 5908 2201 Gilpin Avenue
Brown University ‘wilmington, Delaware 123306
Providence, Rl 02912 phone *: (302)8352-5662

(until early May) (after early May)



Uganda Technical College-Elgon
P.0. Box 940

Mbale, Uganda

East Africa

(until late July)

Your attention to this matter will be most greatly appreciated.




G
A

May 4, 1993
13 Ivar 5753

Dr. Israel Singer

World Jewish Congress

501 Madison Avenue 17th Floor
New York, NY 10022

Dear Israel:

Thank vou for sending me David Levine's letter
concerning the Abavudava group in Uganda. I will send
it around to some of our Outreach and other pertinent
departments to see whether something can be done.

If so, I will get in touch with yvou, or perhaps David
Levine directly.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

Poviid Rl , w@»{{
701%7’}’[1/\%
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May 4, 1993

FROM: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

TO:

COPY:

The enclosed intrigues me. Is there anvthing vou think
can be done for these people to bring them officially into
the Jewish fold? If vou have anv thoughts, by all means

get in touch with me.

Union of American Hebrew Congregations

SERVING REFORM JUDAISM IN NORTH AMERICA
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212) 249-0100



%\Q April 13, 1893
- waorld Jewish Congiress

International Department of Information

501 Madison Avenue ABO o .

17th Floor B

Newe York, NY 10022

Dear Sir/Madam:

My name is David Levine. | am a Peace Corps volunteer teaching civil
engineering at a technical college outside of Mbale, Uganda. A fevy moriths
ago | was introduced to a community of African Jews known as the
Abayudaya. An American college student from Brown University narmed
Matthew Meyer recently wrote to you describing his encounter with the
Abayudaya while spending the fall semester studying in neighboring Kenya. l
too have had the great personal satisfaction of becoming friends with these
people, to have attended Shabbat services with them, and to be welcored
into their homes with warm hospitality.

Shortly after | was introduced to the Abayudaya, | was shown phiotos of
Matt's visit along with the historical account of the community (written by
Israeli Ambassador to Kenya, Mr. Arye Oded and sent to you by Matt) and
copies of news articles written about the community from Canadian and
British Jewish news journals. Later, the community elders addressad me in
their native Luganda language relating the story of how Sarnei Kakungulu the
(founder of the Jewish community some 75 years ago) had fallen out with
Christianity when he was a tribal chieftan assisting the British in pacifuing
other peoples and regions of the country. His rejection of the Christian Bible
led him to study the 01d Testament and eventually to observe Jewish customs
and holidays. Kakungulu's meetings with other Jews travelling through
Uganda enabled him to learn more of Jewish rituals than he might otherwise
have learned on his own. Although this story is well documented in Mr. Oded's
account, to hear this story proudly told to me by the community elders (many
of whom fondly remember Kakungulu from the days of British colonial rule)
was truly an interesting history lesson. Perhaps it is rore interesting when
one considers the fact that to this day Ugandans of all tribes and of all ages
are aware and acknowledge Kakungulu's significant political accormplish-
ments even if they don't realize that he abandoned Christianity for Judaism.

As | came to know the community better, | came to understand the
Abayudaya's incredible eagerness to practice their faith and to learn mote of
Judaism. Yet, it is true that their desire to be better Jews is hampered in
that they themselves are aware that the outside Jewish yworld does not
recognize them as being Jewish as no one from the community has ever been
formally converted. In spite of this and their isolation from the rest of the




Jewish world, they continue to observe the Sabbath on Saturd udu Lo obaeive
Jewish holidays, to ce:ebr'ie Bai angd Dat Mitzvot, Lo circumcize Lieii™ yaung,
to give Jewish biblical narmes o thel children, Lo sing s0igs i el , and
strive to learn more of Judaism. The communitment to dudaiami thal Lhey
display is a remaikabie gnainple of the power of human perseveranite aiid
faith

| am writing to your organization at this time t urrge you to investigate
ways of furthering the Huaqudau Jt;‘h |o|I education perhaps evantuaily
leading to full conversion of the communit From your distant ofiice back in
the states you may guestion t..eir «:'rr.rrwitrr.ent_, desire and maybe thigii
motivation. | do not. | have attended Shabbat services wilh them oeioire and
after long walks to and from theiir synagogue under thie hot ggquatarial sun. |
have been welcomed into their mud hut homes and of fered much imore
hospitality than | have ever given. | have had Jong conversations with them
about Judaism, America, (sirasl, Uganda, and dozens of othier topics. Most
importantly, | have been welcoimed into theirlives simply because i an a
fellow Jew and they so desperately want to miake contact with other dews
Admittedly, | haven't been much of a practicing Jew over the last several
years and haven't been able to teach them much of Judaism. In fact, a numbet
of the community members have a Krniowledge of prayer, customs, and nistory

L
that surpasses my own. These people are poor by our standards and v i1l
always be s0. Judaism is their source of strength that enables ther Lo
continue their lives in happiness inspite of their isolation and the
persecution and abuse that they've previously endured.
The Abauudaua h Ve otruqqled Lo rraise fUllljb ful t} & «:omp‘.etion af h

o e

.Judawm and to be umted ! 1th me wul'nmvlde Jemoh commmunity. | have
i goals and to assistt at P I qe" 'in his

cffur'ta‘ | regquest that the 'w'c.i‘l

sending a rabbi (perhaps a irecentiy g

amongst the Abayudaya, to educate an nally convert ‘he:..

Alternatively, thers is o promising young man of the comrmunity v i

practices Judaism with zeal and already Knows a fair amount of Heoirew (nhot

ah gasy thing to learn here in the middle i fine

—

rabbi himself. Sending him to rabbinical scr tion. 1 nope
that you will be able to offer soime form of assistance to the Abayudaya. I'm
certain that anything you can do will be re gived with great joy and
appreciation. If you have any guestions or gqebtwnb please Teel free to
contact Matthew Meyer at:

Box S909 2201 Gilpin Avenue

Brown University Wilmington, Delaware 13506
Providence, Rl 02912 phone *: {3023652-856632

(until early May) (after early Mayl




.
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| can be reachied at:

Uganda Technical College-glgon
P.0. Box 3940

Mbale, Uganda

East Africa

(until late July)

Your attention to this matter will be most greatly appreciated.
Sincere]g‘r
WL 7t - fi//f;ﬂm 8

David Levine
U.S. Peace Corps Volunteer

b
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February 15, 1991 /

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10021

Dear Alex,

in
Jerusalem and your February 13 letter to Edgar just crossed my
desk.

We've just returned from the WJC Executive meeting

Edgar is out of New York right now, so until he gets back
I hope you don't mind if I address the substance of your letter
since it deals with the American Section by and large.

I'm sometimes accused of being too straightforward for my
own good, but at the risk of continuing in that manner, you'll
forgive me if I say that I think you are being misinformed by
someone. The policy questions you appropriately raised were
formally taken up in consultations of the American Section.

Let me begin with the second item in your letter -- Soviet
Jewish emigration to Germany. On December 27 Ben Meed, the
President of the World Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors,
wrote a letter to Edgar as WJC President on this subject and
asked for action (I've attached this now famous letter). Whether
one agrees or disagrees with the letter, it was carefully worded
so that it is unfair to suggest that it "condemns those Soviet
Jews who chose to live in Germany." It asks the WIC to oppose
a policy of encouraging mass settlement of Soviet Jews in
Germany.

The letter was considered by the regional branches of the

wJC. The Executive Committee of the American Section met on
January 2 where the letter was taken up. The Executive members
at that meeting were: Rabbi Louis Bernstein, Jacob

Krasner-Davidson, Charlotte Jacobson, Moshe Kagan, Jacob Katzman,
Leon Levi, Rabbi Marc Schneier, Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld, Evelyn
Sommer, Israel Singer, Elan Steinberg, Jacques Torczyner.

Member Organizations of the American Section:

AMERICAN GATHERING OF JEWISH HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS; AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS; AMERICAN JEWISH LEAGUE FOR ISRAEL; AMERICAN
SEPHARDI FEDERATION; AMERICANS FOR PROGRESSIVE ISRAEL; AMIT WOMEN; ASSOCIATION OF REFORM ZIONISTS OF AMERICA; B’NAI ZION; CENTRAL
CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS; EMUNAH WOMEN OF AMERICA; FEDERATION OF POLISH JEWS; FEDERATION OF RECONSTRUCTIONIST
CONGREGATIONS AND HAVUROT; HADASSAH; HERUT ZIONISTS OF AMERICA; HIAS; INTERNATIONAL NETWORK OF CHILDREN OF JEWISH HOLOCAUST
SURVIVORS; JEWISH NATIONAL FUND; LABOR ZIONIST ALLIANCE; MERCAZ; NATIONAL COUNCIL OF YOUNG ISRAEL; NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE
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The meeting endorsed the letter as did separately the regional branches
from Latin America, Asia-Pacific, and Israel. On the next day, January 3,
the entire American Section was circularized by letter informing them of
this decision (attached) and indeed at the general meeting of the American
Section on January 28, endorsement of the letter was reaffirmed.

The New York Times wrote an article on the letter and correctly stated
it was a letter sent to the WJC which had been endorsed by regional branches
of the WJC. The article explicitly and correctly stated that the WJC as
a body had not taken a position on the matter. In fact, our Jerusalem
international Executive meeting of the last three days (which unfortunately
you could not attend) reacting principally to the situation created by
the Gulf War, did not take this or certain other important subjects up.

Turning mnot to your initial complaint about our position and press
release on Vatican diplomatic recognifion of Israel. Here let me react to
your first sentence by saying "fair /cfvl." Our position, both that of the
American Section and the WJC internationally, is that which we supported
and is the position of IJCIC as a whole.

This position was enunciated by Seymour Reich as IJCIC chairman to the
media after the meeting with the Pope in December, namely, '"The Vatican
cannot normalize its relations with the Jewish people until it normalizes
its relations with the Jewish State."

I am hurt that you state that our press release says "in effect that
historic Vatican announcements on anti-Semitism don't mean anything unless
and until the Vatican recognizes Israel." I am hurt for two reasons.

First, it doesn't say that. To the contrary the reference to this in
the release says '"Vatican condemnation of anti-Semitism is very important,"
but we do mnot accept such condemnation as a substitute for diplomatic
relations.

Secondly, I am hurt because of the importance we attached, and
dispensing with modesty, the role we played in securing this very Vatican
condemnation of anti-Semitism. I say this, because as a participant at the
International Liaison Committee meeting in Prague where the key Vatican
statement emerged condemning anti-Semitism as a ''sin against God and
humanity," I can tell you of the unparalleled role played by Israel Singer
in achieving their agreement to this statement. His personal involvement
in the negotiating committee was nothing less than critical.

The American Section has repeatedly stated, most recently at its last
general meeting of January 28, that the Vatican's refusal to establish
diplomatic relations with Israel is '"unacceptable." We have said we will
not break off the dialogue because of it, but this position of theirs, we
through the Section have said, is "unacceptable."

Our Press release of January 31 came about following the Vatican
statement explaining why they refuse Israel diplomatic relatioms. fis you know,
the Vatican and Pope came under intense and unprecedented Italian criticism,
including members of the Parliament of even the Communist Party, for his
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failure to recognize Israel particularly following his dinitial failure to
condemn the SCUD attacks against Israel. Even Chief Rabbi Toaff of Rome
was at the forefront of these vocal criticisms. Our press release reacted
in a timely fashion to the objectionable statement issued by the Vatican
in conformity with the position of the American Section.

Let me state for the record, that the representative you designated
to the American Section, Rabbi Philip Hiat, did not attend the last meeting
of the Section where this subject was taken up and which endorsed the letter
on Soviet Jews.

Alex, it's been too long since we last got together. In view of the
fact that we're looking ahead to the WJC Assembly, if you don't mind I'll
call your office so that Singer and I can get together with you to catch
up on things and especially talk about the upcoming Assembly.

With best regards,

Ao

Elan Steinberg
Executive Director

Encl. men.
ES:oh
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January 3,

Dear Friends:

The Executive
yesterday to
year.

Committee of the American Section met
consider policies and activities for the coming

Among
series

the programs
of briefings

endorsed for the Section will be a
in Washington at the State Department,

Pentagon, foreign embassies, OAS, and other institutions. The
Executive also approved an American Section mission to Latin
America as well as a joint meeting in Europe between the
American Section and European Branch leaderships. A more

detailed report and consideration of these and other items taken

LEONLEVY  up will be given at the next general meeting of the Section.

Secretary

One item we wish to bring to your attention is the attached
RABBI MARC SCHNEIER

letter to the WJC from the American Gathering of Jewish
Holocaust Survivors on the subject of Soviet Jews emigrating

to Germany. The Executive endorsed the position expressed in
the letter.

Executive Members

RABBI LOUIS BERNSTEIN
SAM BLOCH

JACOB DAVIDSON

RABBI ALFRED GOTTSCHALK

The Latin American Branch of the WJC as well as the Israeli
HAROLD OSTROFF

Branch - representing all the political parties - have also
responded to the request for support by the American Gathering
and have endorsed the letter. The International Executive of

the WJC will take up this item when it meets in February in
Jerusalem.

FExecutive Director

ELAN STEINBERG

Notices fo
out shortly.
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erican Gathering/Federation of Jewish Holocaust Survivors
VYT JIMIXY WT A VYN WTUD\DRTIUNNTLY WIXjMUNX

BENJAMIN MEED 122 WEST 30TH STREET . SUITE 205 . NEW YORK. N.Y. 10001
Prescent

December 27, 1990

Mr. Edgar Bronfman

President :

World Jewish Congress

501 Madison Avenue, i7th Fioor

New York, New York 10022
Dear Edgar:

I take this opportunity to share with the World Jewish
Congress the views of Jewish Holocaust survivors on a very serious
matter concerning Jewish conscience and Holocaust memory.

We have always felt it is our collective obligation to assist
and support in any possible way Jews in distress, and those seeking
haven from situations of peril any place in the world. Therefore,
the massive emigration of Jews from the Soviet Union to the State
of Israel should be considered a modern miracle, deserving the
fullest support from World Jewry.

At the same time, the last several weeks have raised the issue
of large numbers of Soviet Jews seeking to emigrate to Germany.
Those seeking "refuge" in Germany sadly, particularly the younger
generation, are no doubt unfamiliar with the history of the
Holocaust.

Surviving German Jews, who lived in Germany for generations,
did not return after the Holocaust to rebuild their lives in
Germany. And those who did return represented a totally
insignificant number. Does this not say something?

For Jewish Holocaust survivors, Jews settling again in Germany
cannot but provoke the most profound negative, painful and
emotional reaction from us. Simply put, we cannot, in good
conscience, encourage Jewish emigration to a country which, within
our lifetime, was responsible for unparalleled crimes against our
people.

- ( Over )



1990 is not 1938. 1If, in 1938, the State of Israel would
have existed and the gates of the free world would not have been
closed to Jews, Jewish survival would have been in significantly
larger numbers. Today, there 1is a Jewish state, and more
importantly, even by assuming national hardship for itself, the
State of Israel is welcoming every Russian Jew with open arms. '

While we recognizz that there are individual circumstances
of distress relating to such matters as family reunification or
other personal circumstances, the resolution of individual cases
must be left to his or her decision, but clearly distinguished from
a policy of endorsing "mass settlement" of Soviet Jews in Germany.

Accordingly, in the name of the American Gathering of Jewish
Holocaust Survivors, we urge the World Jewish Congress, through its
member communities, to uphold this position of Jewish conscience

and Holocaust memory.
Sincerely, ' L
7 M m‘ic’o»{

njamin Meed
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WJC CONDEMNS VATICAN STANCE ON ISRAEL
NEW YORK, JANUARY 31, 1991

The World Jewish Congress sharply criticized last week's Vatican
statement reiterating its refusal to extend diplomatic relations to
Israel as "a slap in the face to Jews worldwide."

Evelyn Sommer, U.S. Chairman of the WJC, said the Vatican
position on Israel constitutes a serious setback to the future course
of the dialogue with the Jewish people.

"We are making it absolutely clear that the Vatican cannot
normalize its relations with the Jewish people until it normalizes
its relations with the Jewish state,'" Mrs. Sommer said.

Pressured by demonstrations in Rome led by the Italian Jewish
community, the Vatican issued a statement on January 25 on its
relations with Israel. Italian Jews were angered by the Pope's
failure to immediately condemn Iraqi missile attacks on Isracii
civilians, and called on the Vatican to open diplomatic ties with
Israel.

In its statement, the Vatican spoke of its '"deep respect" for
the State of Israel and cited contacts i% has had with its leaders.
But declaring «chat ‘Thcchiing cokliges it to maintain diplomatic
relations with any particular State," the Vatican repeated its refusal
to establish such ties with Israel.

Among reasons cited By the Vatican for refusing ambassadorial
links with Israel were '"the presence of Israel in the occupied
territories, the relations with the Palestinians, the annexation of
Jerusalem, as well as the general situation of the Catholic Church
in Israel and the territories."

The WJC said that substantively nothing had changed in the

Vatican's discriminatory attitude toward Israel: "The Vatican has
diplomatic ties with numerous states with which it has political
- differences. Indeed, if the absence of political differences were

a pre-requisite for diplomatic ties, then there wouid be no diplomatic
relations between states."

"Moreover," the WJC added, "in 1948 when the State of Israel
was established and it was not in possession of Jerusalem or the
"seceupied territories,' the Vatican was still unwilling to establish
ties. Its stated reasons are ituvreforz spurious.”

The WIC said its represeniaiives tn ceraicns of the intermational
Catholic-Jewish dialogue will clearly state that progress 1s belily
hindered by the Vatican's stance on Israel. "Vatican condemnation
of anti-Semitism is very important, but we do not accept it as either
a substitute or a cloak for their failure with regard to the Jewish
State," Mrs. Sommer stated.
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER g UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
s PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100

February 13, 1991
29 Shevat 5751

Mr. Edgar Bronfman
President

World Jewish Congress
501 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10022

Dear Edgar:

I just saw the attached press release from the WJC,
quoting Evelyn Sommer as U.S. Chairman of the WJcC,
sayving in effect that historic Vatican announcements on
anti-Semitism don't mean anvthing unless and until the
Vatican recognizes Israel.

These statements will properly be seen by the Vatican
as "Pope-bashing" and thev seem to undermine the works
of IJCIC and I believe theyv also undercut the
Catholic/Jewish dialogue to which the UAHC and our
Inter-Religious Department are dedicated. Therefore, I
must ask how such sweeping statements bv WJC are
undertaken without consultation with its constituent
organizations, with the UAHC as well as NFTS and ARZA?
Who authorized this position?

I feel the same about the statement condemning those
Soviet Jews who chose to live in Germanv. Were we
asked, particularly in light of our position that
Soviet Jews must have the full right of choice as to
where to make their lives?

Frankly., as an officer of the WJC, I cannot justifyv
continued membership in the American Section of Worid
Jewlish Congress unless we, as a constituent agency, are
appropriatelyv consulted on policv issues of such
significance. We would not continue our participation
in any umbrella organization unless our organizatinal
autonomyv and integrityv are respected.

Cordiallyv,

Alexander M. Schindler

Bea: ﬂ.bbespanl
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Office of the Executive Director

February 14, 1991

Rabbi Alexander Schindler

President

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New Ycrk, NY 10021

Dear Alex:

I read your statements on the appointment of Ze'evi to the Cabinet.
It is reassuring to know that there are Jewish leaders around who
have not lost their moral compass.

Kol Hakavod!

Your comments are in stark contrast to those of another Reform
leader, Rabbi Joseph Glaser, who at the meeting of the Conference
of Presidents stated angrily, "Why are we wasting all this time on
such an unimportant matter." While that statement is undoubtedly
an accurate expression of Joe's moral sensibility, one has to
wonder whether, as Executive Vice President of CCAR, he was
speaking for the Reform rabbinate, or whether they are even aware
that this is how they are being represented at the Conference of
Presidents.

In any event, this is intended as an expression of admiration for
a kind of courage and integrity that lS $adly all too rare in

American Jewish life. V
| /

S@Acerely,

4/

| ”}/(.—\’\‘

i.l /

‘/1 j .
Héqry Siegman
|
HS:bl \,ﬂ
cc: Rabbi Joseph Glaser
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March 21, 1990
24 Adar 5750

Mr. Israel Singer
World Jewish Congress
501 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10022

Dear Israel:

Thank you for the information on heirless Jewish property.

I have no problem with your response. And, if what you told
me concerning the Austrian agreement is correct, especially
vis-a-vis process, this too is fine with me.

It was good chatting with you.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President
Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York NY 10021

Dear Alex,

You are indeed an honoured vice-president o the World Jewish
Congress and, as you yourself expressed regret over not attending
the last meeting of the Executive, this perhaps is the reason that
a "Missverstdndnis'" has arisen over the grapevine.

There is no need for rumours here, because, by a unanimous re-
solution adopted at the Executive, an international commission of
the WIC was established to deal with heirless Jewish property resulting
from the Nazi plunders. The membership of the commission is in pro-
cess of formation. I attach the working paper at the Executive which
formed the basis for the creation of the commission.

Initially I am pleased to let you know that the President of
Czechoslovakia, Vaclav Havel, has agreed in principle already, as
a result of our recent visit in Prague, to open negotiations on the
vast amount of heirless Jewish property still sitting in storage in
warehouses in Prague.

The WJC commission has nothing to do with the work of the Con-
ference on Jewish Material Claims against Germany and Austria. As
you know, seriuous questions have been raised and brought to our at-
tention regarding recent pronouncements of the Claims Conference,
specifically undertakings which have been made without prior coordi-
nation or agreement with constituent bodies. While this is an impor-
tant issue, and something we should perhaps discuss, it has no bearing
on this international commission for which we need your input as to
proper representation by the Reform community.

sf2



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler -2 - March 19, 1990.

Also with regard to the preliminary work of the commission, we dis-
tributed at the Executive, and I also attach here, information release on
our efforts both with regard to the Wolf Haggadah and to prevent Christie's
auction of Judaica items from Prague.

Looking forward to a more thorough discussion on this whenever you
have a chance, I am,
with best regards,

~

/— ‘fj ,
(

Israel Singer
IS:hm



Jewish Religious and Cultural Objects Lost to the Jewish People
as a Result of the Holocaust

There are many heirless Jewish religious and cultural objects in Eastern
Europe which, as a result of the Holocaust, are in the hands of the State, agencies
of the State, private individuals, and churches and monasteries.

These artifacts of the Jewish patrimony were the property of Jewish
individuals, institutions, and communities. They should be returned to the Jewish
people.

Efforts toward obtaining the restitution of heirless and unclaimed Jewish
property to the Jewish people were begun before the end of the Second World War,
and the World Jewish Congress was a prime mover in these efforts from the outset.
In the immediate postwar period a number of positive measures were enacted in
certain East European countries. However, with the consolidation of the Communist
regimes in Eastern Europe, those measures were not implemented. Sporadic attempts
were made over the years to recover certain heirless property, notably from Poland,
but with no concrete results.

The recent and ongoing events in Eastern Europe suggest that the time may
be ripe to renew efforts to recover for the Jewish people these heirless religious and
cultural objects. (It should also be noted that in the present circumstances there
may be hope as well fo%?%estitution of or compensation for immovable Jewish communal
property that was appropriated by East European governments im the years following

the Second World War; however, that aspect is beyond the scope of this discussion.)

Precedents

1. In 1946, in an important departure from the traditional assumption that
heirless property escheats to the country in which it is located, the Allied Powers
called on neutral countries to make available to Jewish organizations, inter-
national and American, 95% of the funds in those countries that had become heirless
through the death of victims of Nazism.

2. The following year the American Military Government in Germany promulgated



a law which provided that heirless Jewish property could be restituted to
"international Jewish organizations," and the Jewish Restitution Successor
Organization (JRSO) was authorized to claim and receive such assets. Similar
successor organizations were subsequently established for the British and French

zones of Germany. A total of several hundred million' DM was distributed by these
successor organizations for the relief and rehabilitation of Nazi victims in countries
of settlement, including Israel.

3. Among the affiliates of JRSO in the U.S. Zone of Germany was Jewish
Cultural Reconstruction (JCR), which was specifically entrusted with receiving,
processing, and distributing Jewish cultural and religious property that had been
plundered by the Nazis. After restoring property to the origihal owners wherever
possible, JCR distributed several hundréd thousand books, 1000 Sifrei Torah,
thousands of ritual objects, and archival materials, mainly to Israei, but to other }
countries as well.

4. In the years since the end of the war, a number of countries have enacted
and implemented measures enabling heirless property of Holocaust victims to be used
for Jewish relief and rehabilitation, variously for local needs and for use abroad.
Among these countries are Austria, Greece, Italy, the Netherlands, Switzerland, the
U.K., and the U.S.

5. The 1947 peace treaties between the Allies and Hungary and Rumania each
contained a clause providing for the transfer to domestic Jewish representative
organizations of all heirless and unclaimed assets of Jewish individuals, organizations,
and communities, such funds to be used for Jewish relief and rehabilitation in Hungary

and Rumania. As mentioned earlier, these provisions were never implemented.

Current holdings

The full extent of the holdings in the various countries of Eastern Europe
is uncertain. The European Jewish Congress is canvassing the various East European

communities in this regard, and the World Federation of Hungarian Jews is also



investigating the situation in Hungary.

However, certain significant holdings are known, the best known' of
which is the Prague collection of tens of thousands of Jewish cultural and religious
objects which were amassed by the Nazis to be exhibited in a museum devoted to the
extinct Jewish race. These pieces are today in the hands of the State Jewish Museum,
itself taken over by the Czech Ministry of Culture after the war.

In 1979 a Beth Hatefutsoth survey mission returning from Poland reported
that well over 1000 Jewish ritual objects are to be found in 28 museums and a number
of private collections in that country. In addition, the mission reported
extensive collections of paintings and other works by Jewish artists, in Warsaw's
Jewish Historical Institute and the National Museums in Warsaw and Krakow, as well
as smaller holdings in othetr museums in the country.

The Beth Hatefutsoth survey mission also remarked that tﬁe Jewish Historical
Institute in Warsaw 'has about 800 manuscripts, mostly from Breslau and Vienna, only
four of which are illuminated." (Today the world knows that one of those four was
the Wolff Haggadah.) Mention was also made of "5000 photographs and graphics from
the collection of the Jewish Museum in Berlin."

Finally, the survey mission cited the extensive Jewish archival material
(documents and pictures) to be found in Polish State and municipal archives.

The importance of Jewish books and documents should not be neglected, and
significant collections are known to exist in Warsaw,-Krakow,’and Wroclaw in Poland
as well as Vilna and Lvov in the Soviet ﬁnién, among other places. However, with
the exception of rare items, books and documents pose less of a problem than artifacts
because they can be microfilmed or photocopied. What is needed is access to those

books and documents and the possibility to copy them if necessary.

Potential difficutlies and obstacles

1. Notwithstanding the precedents cited above, the traditional assumption

remains that heirless property reverts to the State. This may be the position
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that will be adopted by the countries in question, especially in view of the
time that has lapsed since the end of the Second World War.

2. This traditional assumption is applied all the more rigorously when
objects of cultural or artistic value are concerned. Indeed, the Beth Hatefutsoth
mission reported that Poland regards the Jewish cultural and religious material
in its possession as "an integral part of Polish art and history and, with the
exception of a few marginal items (sacred books, Torah fragments), will not permit
the originals to be removed from the country."

3. Even if the countries in question were to agree in principle to the
restitution of the heirless Jewish objects, they might return them to the depleted local
Jewish communities,.which might be prohibited from or unwilling to transfer them
abroad.

4. It would be necessary to determine which parts of the various holdings
were in the possession of the holder before the war, and which ones were heirless
or unclaimed objects acquired as a result of the Holocaust.

5. As difficult as it will be to inventory the holdings in the hands of
States or agencies of the State, it will be much more difficult as regards objects
held by individuals or churches and monasteries.

Conclusion

In light of the above, the WJC Executive should consider the creation of
an international commission which, with the involvement of the various East European
Jewish communities, would attempt to quantify the héldings in question, put together

a strategy for their recuperation, and decide on their distribution.

January 1990
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 12, 1990

WJC WINS KEY LEGAL ROUND IN DISPUTE CVER
RARE JEWISH MANUSCRIPT

NEW YORK, JANUARY 12, 1990

The Geneva Supreme court ruled in favor of the World Jewish
Congress in 1its legal case against the Polish government over:
possession of a rare Jewish manuscript stolen by the Nazis and which
was almost sold at auction last summer.

The manuscript is the Wolf Haggadah, a medieval Hebrew text
worth an estimated $1 million, a retelling of the Jews' flight from
Egypt in Biblical times.

The illuminated manuscript, dating from 13th century France,
was from the collection of Albert Wolf, a prominent German Jew who
willed it to the Jewish Community of Berlin in 1907.

It was stolen by the Nazis in 1938 and was discovered by Russian
troops in 1944 in Glodzko, Poland, who turned it over to the
 Historical Institute in Warsaw.

A Montreal man, Nathan Hecht, who claimed to have bought the
manuscript, sought to have the Swiss auction house of Habsburg
Feldman put it up for sale last June in Geneva.

The World Jewish Congress, acting on behalf of the East and
West Berlin Jewish communities, succeeded in having the Geneva courts
seize the Haggadah to prevent its auction.

Last month the Geneva Tribunal of First Instance ruled that
"no other party can offer a more likely claim" to the manuscript
than the Berlin Jewish communities and the WJC.

Today's ruling by the Geneva Supreme Court fully validated the
WJC position vis-a-vis both the Polish government and the claims
of ownership put forth by Hecht.

*

The court confirmed the lower tribunal's order preventing the
removal of the manuscript from Geneva and further ordered the Polish
government and the representatives of the Montreal claimant to pay
1500 francs each for court costs.

"The central issue here is a moral one: Jewish patrimony
beloags to the Jewdsh people," WC ’

sald in a statement released in New York.

The World Jewish Congress, representing 70 Jewish communities
around the world, called on Poland to give up its claims so that
the Haggadah could be placed in the library of the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem.

The WJC confirmed it has been in direct touch with the Polish
government to settle the matter. It dismisses the claims of
Mr. Hecht as frivolous.

=30
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 4, 1990

SALE OF JEWISH ARTIFACTS SUSPENDED
NEW YORK, JANUARY 4, 1990

Christie's, the famous London auction house, has informed the World
Jewish Congress that it is not undertaking a controversial sale of items
from the Jewish Museum of Prague.

Last September, the Czech government invited Christie's
representatives to a visit through six national museums, including the
State Jewish Museum, for discussions on drawing up lists of items from
the museum collections for public auction next fall. Czechoslovakia
sought to obtain badly needed hard currency in this manner.

The State Jewish Museum houses an unrivaled collection of books
and ritual objects seized by the Nazis during World War II. The Nazis
had intended to use these items to create a museum on ''the extinct
Jewish race."

The Jewish Museum's director said he had hoped, through Christie's,
to sell 50 items, mainly textiles such as synagogue ark curtains.

Together with the newly elected president of the Czech Jewish
community, Desider Galsky, the WJC said it was "immoral" to auction
such items in view of their origin. '"Jewish patrimony belongs to the
Jewish people,"”" the WIC stated.

Responding to these concerns, the director of Christie's, David
Allison, has written the World Jewish Congress that '"fears as regards
the sale of items from the Jewish Museum in Prague are unfounded."

In his letter to WJC President Edgar Bronfman, Mr. Allison assured
"that it is a fundamental principle of our business that we would never
offer for sale any items with doubtful legal title." He added that
Christie's '"would not engage in any activity which injured the
legitimate interests of any section of the public."

Mr. Allison confirmed that the visit of Christie's representatives
to the Czech museums had taken place, but stressed that no further steps
have been taken by the Czech side to promofe the projected sales.

Meanwhile, WJC Executive Director Elan Steinberg disclosed that
an international commission will be formed by the WJIC Executive later
this month charged with '"securing for the Jewish people and protecting
Jewish claims vis-a-vis heirless Jewish property and unclaimed Jewish
patrimony arising from the Nazi seizures during the Second World War."

<30



March 15, 1990
17 Adar 5750

Dr. Israel Singer
Executive Vice President
World Jewish Congress
501 Madison Avenue

New York, NY 10022

Dear Israel;

I have heard from several sources reports which puzzled me,
simply because I have no idea what is really developing, though I
a Vice President of the World Jewish Congress.

Rumors have it that WJC is contemplating the formation of a
Coordinating Committee which will, in effect, serve as the Claims
Conference for Jewish properties in Eastern European countries,
possibly also including East Germany.

Is this information correct? What precisely are your plans in
this realm? What has already been done?

As a member of the Claims Conference Board, I am concerned lest
there be a turf battle in the offing. Might I mention in this
context that I have a great deal of confidence in Israel Miller
and in Sol Kagan who have served for so long a time in this
sphere and have a more than creditable record of achievement.

I am off to Roanoke Virginia this morning, but I would appreciate
it if you were to let me have your answer in writing so that I
can reflect on it when I return to my desk next week.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler

bcc: Rabbi Israel Miller
So1l Kagan
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PHONE 1-402-331-1010 * TOLL FREE 1-800-562-0500
TELEX NO. 48-4488 » CABLE ADDRESS: OMASTEAK * OMAH EBR

5 September 1985
Mr. Sidney Gruber
Direct & C.E.O.
World Jewish Congress
One Park Avenue
New York, New York 10012

Dear Sidney:

Under separate cover, I am sending directly to your home one
of our products. I have sent this out, not only for your
enjoyment, but also for you to begin understanding the impor-
tance of '"perceived value."

In order for someone to make a purchase, they must determine
in their mind that the object they are buying has a per-
ceived value in exchange for the dollars. This includes,
not only the exchange or purchase of '"real" items such as
steaks or cakes, but also of memberships, newsletters, etc.

The customer must perceive a value before and after he makes
a purchase. From the enclosed catalog, you will see how our
Company creates that perceived value and--how we as a group
must create a same type of perceived value in soliciting
memberships or donations for our '"cause."

I have asked Hellah to ask your opinion on the following
points.

1. What is the motivation for a Jewish person to.visit the
concentration camp memorial? (your own opinion)

2. What is the motivation for a gentile to yi§it a con-
centration camp memorial? (your own opinion)

Think about these questions and give me your independent
thoughts.
1 be in New York on September 19 and 20

and wishes to meet you and the rest of the group. Please

i ible
chedule and notify me as soon as poSSi
%28875g8?6580). More information will follow.

My brother Fred wil

Ypours very truly,

D. Simon, Presid§nt
Oomaha Steaks International

ADS/cm

cc: Rabbi Alexander Schindler

U.S. GOV'T. INSPECTED #1198



4400 SOUTH 96TH STREET
%W@ P.O. BOX 3300 » OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68103

PHONE 1-402-331-1010 « TOLL FREE 1-800-562-0500
TELEX NO. 48-4488 « CAgLE DDRESS: OMASTEAK °§§A§JA. NEBR.
eptember 1

Mr. Israel Singer

Direct § C.E.O.

Word Jewish Congress

One Park Avenue

New York, New York 10012

Dear Israel:

Under separate cover, I am sending directly to your home one
of our Chocolate Roulade and Raspberry Cream cake desserts,
which you will find on page 25 of the catalog enclosed.

I have sent this out, not only for your enjoyment, but also
for you to begin understanding the importance of "perceived
value."

In order for someone to make a purchase, they must determine
in their mind that the object they are buying has a per-
ceived value in exchange for the dollars. This includes,
not only the exchange or purchase of '"real" items such as
steaks or cakes, but also of memberships, newsletters, etc.

The customer must perceive a value before and after he makes
a purchase. From the enclosed catalog, you will see how our
Company creates that perceived value and--how we as a group
must create a same type of perceived value in soliciting
memberships or donations for our '"cause."

I have asked Hellah to ask your opinion on the following
points.

1. What is the motivation for a Jewish person to visit the
concentration camp memorial? (your own opinion)

2. What is the motivation for a gentile to visit a con-
centration camp memorial? (your own opinion)

Think about these questions and give me your independent
thoughts.

My brother Fred will be in New York on September 19 and 20 _ ;&
and wishes to meet you and the rest of the group. Please
check your schedule and notify me as soon as possible N,

(800/562-8500). More information will follow. o‘i/ Y
> o
Ya truly, JQU' "k o
OJ
St ov t { »
g K
A esident Q v X of \V\ \P‘
Omaha Steaks International NG
c}/} RO
ADS/cm W ‘ y
cc: Rabbi Alexander Schindler ripe i
/1/ \ ,Q_)/

U.S. GOV'T. INSPECTED #1198



te 4400 SOUTH 96TH STREET
%W@ P.O. BOX 3300 « OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68103
PHONE 1-402-331-1010 = TOLL FREE 1-800-562-0500
TELEX NO. 48-4488 « CABLE ADDRESS: OMASTEAK « OMAHA, NEBR
S September 1985

Mr. Elan Steinberg
Direct & C.E.D.
World Jewish Congress

One Park Avenue
New York, New York 10012

Dear Elan:

Under separate cover, I am sending directly to your home one
of our products. I have sent this out, not only for your
enjoyment, but also for you to begin understanding the impor-
tance of '"perceived value."

In order for someone to make a purchase, they must determine
in their mind that the object they are buying has a per-
ceived value in exchange for the dollars. This includes,
not only the exchange or purchase of "real" items such as
steaks or cakes, but also of memberships, newsletters, etc.

The customer must perceive a value before and after he makes
a purchase. From the enclosed catalog, you will see how our
Company creates that perceived value and--how we as a group
must create a same type of perceived value in soliciting
memberships or donations for our '"cause."

I have asked Hellah to ask your opinion on the following
points.

1. What is the motivation for a Jewish person to visit the
concentration camp memorial? (your own opinion)

2. What is the motivation for a gentile to visit a con-
centration camp memorial? (your own opinion)

Think about these questions and give me your independent
thoughts.

My brother Fred will be in New York on September 19 and 20
and wishes to meet you and the rest of the group. Please
check your schedule and notify me as soon as possible
(800/562-0500). More information will follow.

Yours very truly,

D. Simon, President
Omaha Steaks International

ADS/cm
cc: Rabbi Alexander Schindler

U.S. GOV'T. INSPECTED #1198
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(CONCENTRATION CAMP MEMORIAL)
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May 2, 1983 '

CCM

(CONCENTRATION CAMP MEMORIAL)

Objective - Capture names of all CCM visitors in order to
solicit donations by mail.

Attributes:

a) Large potential cash flow

b) Simplicity

c) Easily Conceptualized

d) No Competition with other Jewish Charity Projects

e) No large staff requirement

f) Easy to test

Name Collection Procedure:

a) Have a guest list at each CCM which would be sent to
E;oggi?ing center with some nominal compensation back

Solicitation Procedure:

a) Name put on EDP
b) Use standard "KG'" collection procedure

Test Procedure:

a) Collect at Dachau

b) Name on OSI computer using OSI's standard format
c) Design mailing and test

Problems - Degree of success based on the following:
a) Morality

b) Identifiable

c) Believable

d) Emotional

ADS/cm



May 2, 1983

EXHIBIT 1
DATA FLOW CHART COMPENSATION FLOW CHART

Camp Administration

8]

()

=

=

Camp Visitor List g

(@]

2.9

job)

\<

c

Data Entry ~+
Validity

Data Base 5

[4e}

o

@)

=

oS}

Mailing 13

e e

fo

ADS/cm
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EXHIBIT 2
File Description and Sorts Length
Name 30
Add 1 30
Add 2 30
City 15
State 2
Country 10
Zip 9
1. ~Source 2
Date S
2. Source 2
Date 2
3.~ Source Z
Date S
4. Source 2
Date 5
1. Donation 5
Date S
2. Donation 5
Date S
3. Donation 5
Date 5
4. Donation S
Date 5
Phone # 12
199

ADS/cm

File Sorts

Sorts:

1. Alpha

2. - LLp

S rPRONE #
4. Donation

1. Decending
2. Ascending

Auto Duplication

Multiple -

L,

z,

3,



May 2, 1983

EXHIBIT 3
MAILING SIMULATION

Assumptions:

1. Dachau: 300 days @ 500 per day
Z. Mail Quantity: 300 days € 500 per day = 150,000 names
3. Assume 5% Return ; $25 each

4. 5% Return (7,500 names)

5. $25 Donation (7,500 X $25 = $187,500)

6. S year Life Mailing List - no attempt to review or protect

7. 5 year test and stop

8. Revenue Flow only - no costs
(( a) Mailing Cost $200 per 1,000 *

b) Wages - unknown

5_YEAR SIMULATION

lst year Znd year 3rd year 4th year Sth year

187,500

150,000 187,500

112,500 150,000 187,500

75,000 112,500 150,000 187,500

37,500 75,000 112,500 150,000 187,500

562,500 525,000 450,000 337,500 187,500 = 2,062,500

ADS/cm

* "Non-profit'" postage much less
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EXHIBIT 4

OTHER INCOME POSSIBILITIES

1. Mailing list rental € §50,000 per million names
2. Life membership graduated response

3. Telephone marketing in U.S.

ADS/cm



May 2, 1983

EXHIBIT §
ORGANIZATION CHART
! BOARD INVESTMENT
OF ADV
DIRECTORS GROUP
[ DIRECTOR |

- - - - - - - TOTAL 4 PEOPLE

[EDP| [ACCT] [MTKG]

COMMENT: Morality - Must have moralistic member Board to control
business greed.

ADS/cm



Oma Steaks %
? f%— ! z ’/® P.O. BOX 3300 * OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68103
PHONE 1-402-397-6050 e TOLL FREE 1-800-228-9521

FOOD SERVICE DIVISION TELEX NO. 48-4488 « CABLE ADDRESS: OMASTEAK » OMAHA, NEBR.

July 24, 1985

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President

Union of American Hebrew Congregations

838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Rabbi Schindler:

Thank you very much for your letter of July 9, 1985.

Please forgive the late response, but I have been out of town,
as you know.

I have turned your letter over to my brother, who will answer
the various questions that you have. He will write you a memo
detailing some of the thoughts in regard to the items we briefly
discussed.

I do hope that this will be of service to you.

Our trip to Europe was fascinating, especially when we traveled
into the Soviet Union.

I hope your trip to Europe and Israel was successful.
Yours very truly,
NATIONAL SALES DEPARTMENT

Stephen H. Simon
Vice President Sales

SHS/ca

U.S. GOV'T. INSPECTED #1198



July 9, 1985

Mr. Stephen H. Simon,
Vice President - Sales
Omaha Steaks International
4400 south 96th Street
Omaha, Nebraska 68127

Dear Mr. Simon:

Itriedtoreachymbyphonetheoﬂnrdayonlytoleamthatym
are on vacation and next week I'm off to Furope and Israel and won't
be back mucfhbefore the middle of August.

I do want you to know that I pursued your idea with a mumber of
agencies -~ the World Jewish Congress, and the Memorial Foundation for
Jewishmlture-bothofw!uchn&ghtbepmperrecipimtsforthe
pmjectvhichymdescribed;andtleleaderahipofboﬂmorganizatiom
issufficientlyinterestedtoerm:ragenetop:rsmyourideas.

Ooxﬂ.dIconoeivablyprevailonywtowriheneamdetaﬂJmm
of the thoughts we discussed: the central idea; the management team
which we might have to assemble in order to effect it; the kind of
pemissionswtﬁ.chmneed,franthe@emnarxipolishgovenmants;
the kind of front money which you think might be required.

Unfortunately, our trip to the airport didn't give me enough time to
query you concerning some of these details and so I must ask you to
set them down on paper. But I can tell you that the preliminary
interest of the leadership of these organizations, as well as my own,
is smfficiently great to warrant this further effort.

With all good wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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4400 SOUTH 96TH STREET
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STEPHEN H. SIMON PHONE (402) 331-1010

VICE PRESIDENT - SALES ToLL FREE (800) 228-9521



Septenber 11, 1985

Mr. Isi J. leibler

Asia Pacific Jewish Association
G.P.0O. Box 5402CC

Melbourne, Victoria

Australia 3001

Dear Isi:

Your letter &f Atgust 29th has just arrived and I am glad you received
the information on Barnes prior to your departure from Australia.

I was unable to be in Washington for the Soviet Jewry meetings and,
therefore, missed seeing you. This I much regret. I have been busy
with all kinds of meetings here at the UAHC and since I am not on the
Presidium, the Washington meetings did not get on to my schedule until
it was too late to reppogram some critical meetings here.

Be that as it may, I tmust that your trip dmsa meaningful and that
your visit to Beijing in November will be fascinating and worthwhile.
To you and all your loved ones I express fond good wishes for a
Shana Tova, may you be inscribed in the book of life and may the New
Year be blessed with health and happiness.

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler




ASIA PACIFIC JEWISH ASSOCIATION

G.PO. Box 5402CC, Melbourne, Victoria. Australia, 300l. Tel: (03) 62 1254; (03) 62 0041. Telex: AA31838.

29th August 1985

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

President

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10021

U.S.A.

Dear Alex,

Many thanks for your note dated 21st August 1985 informing me
about the imminent departure of Barnes from India. I do very
much appreciate your interest in the Asian area.

On the assumption that Shamir's visit to Tokyo is still on I
am waiting to hear from Zwi Werblowsky, who is in Tokyo, as to
whether his visit may perhaps have created some impact in
foreign office circles which in turn will make the Japanese
academics more amenable to hosting the projected Asian-Jewish
Colloguium in Tokyo.

All being well I am also set to go to Beijing in November in
what will at least be another interesting visit.

I hope we might meet in ten days in Washington.
If not Shana Togﬁ»to you and yours.
With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

incorporating the Jewish communities of:

Australia, Hong Kong, India, Japan, Korea, New Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand.






Lav'y 1"\. Bccl(er C‘onsultantl Ltcl
Lavy Bc(‘l(cr Consci”cru en Rclaﬁons Humainel
1360 Ruc Muurcttc, l“ontrcal, Quc. H-l»N 2V8 // /

Dre Genhant Rie July 5 1983
World Jewish Co"meﬂ 4 g

7 Rue de Varembé

Geneva Switzerland

Dear Gerny ,

J know you must have been pained 2o hean of the death of Stephen Barben ,
a codleague gﬁ yours of monre than 40 years ago . J had come home from my (aribbean
irip on the Sunday night o _find /zewinz‘/ie/wopé,talagmh.jwwﬁjmon
Monday afternwon and eardy luesday moning he was gone oJ conducted the funenal from
ourn 4 que . Should you want Zo wiite do fnira yhea addness is 46X Westmore rive .,
riontreal ,” Que. , HUB 7%; ‘

This was vne of my more success and £ /,&,U,Lng' ! inips , by vintue of
ha Mjpmdmeacﬁlu,fﬁwmee@mfmmﬁ/ el
(ommon Pz;g}cﬁ dLA thein p[.eaZ/J(/wce in z‘/zgi/z M&zoumda/&’rzu%ﬂl WA . /%ey we[a)n;ed me){
Wmﬁ 5 ed meetings and gave me rome hwapL et thein noam None of
the thnee has commitments exce,goff w ws ,although /;bjbé'u.léi: may be neaching out .

They see my presence as evidence of oun concean fon them , trat we want t Reep
them within the stneam of world jewish participaiion and that they ane nwt as iLsvlated
as they might vitherwise feel .

[))e,/:uwe 3 go on v neport sretchily on each J want % advise you that J
intend o /LQ/J’!X)IUL/ o Kanee's onessune o W:':Z a mone com,a/z.e/’zngve pLece on the
wiwle (anibbean area , faom dvir the aistorical point ol view and ourn nwde wiin them
n the cuiktent pe/z.wa/ . lhe present nepont Ls nwi meand ,'L'WL ‘,ou&,&ccufwn .

Zewd wene nesideni n Mntinique in its eardiest days in mid-172h centuy .
Since the B gode of 1685 in France , howeven, which denied nesidence in the
colonies to all but (atholics , there has been no Jewish community in Martinique
untid the fi se of 1968-69 began v create one . These settlens are zhe

sons and hiens of formen Algenian ; Tunisian and Momvccan Jews who came o be
citizens in France wren thein couninies achieved independance in the mid 1950 .

Cne of these seitlens in iantinique had nis oun Sefen lTorah awund which ne gathened
those who wished 2o nay tvgethen . When he le,f,t the ialand the othens turned ﬂ)/z.
ﬁdpandaeceivedé[,{)wm{/ﬁeCunmwm Parnis o When T visited them in the ,faﬂ
of 1978 they had already created a omall synagogue rented quarters above sitvres,

i | ) ¢ : %
Aow , noi quite five yeans laten , #ney have groun from 150 2o a community of 450
individuals « [Thein community Ls ’A 2 Aynagogue‘ centered , now in a ted 75 noomn

rowse widh envugh space Lon all thein group activities o

This is an active , well-pwgrammed Jewisr community ,mivated by thein
traditional Sefaradi background , thein youthf parental conceans ,and by the sheen
soy of dving all the right things A majon facton s the enengy , ﬁe’c/za/zacteﬂ and!
e charm of thein president , Jean (ohen 'f/{i{ unwnied , a pidot ww flies the
“anibbean islands + J have his assurance this message J bring you of thein
Zormal application t become an affiliate of the World Jewish (ongress is a decisin
of hi ufi.cexw and Board of Dinectons, He disdussed s matten with Snge when he
visited Panis some three montis ago o They twught they mignk nave an association
with the French Sectivn . J agree Senge 290 keer Zhem m?&)/'med of all activities
in the French Section , leed them with published materials and help them o maintain
a /ze,[a,don/J/ulp with the (onsistvine o From oun park ve should recognize that {f_le‘/; ane
a {wll ,openating , independuni and vital Jewish commundly , no less 30 than Findand,
7)0.4,01147@[. ,(thagau anc the Like . J stron 4y suppond thein appl,(;cxu‘,ion .ﬂél‘acﬁed ane
some items which indicate trein vitality /o the ecsd let me tell yu a bit mone

7

y )
ool Uwin .
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Thein strength o ﬁuwﬂuadagmﬂ)mbaﬁumwwmadcwmm
mid-forties ,rwneod;/z.Gzﬂzeoneﬁwiﬁeciéézvemcgnniwwﬁuaﬂwagefowﬂ
can concentrate on sciwoling , Qramming nating aniicipaiing
Weonmm.&ugwmﬁ@d,;ULgeﬁLeiJzuldeﬂgmexza,&bnuam;iwwe,
they may be motivated to a retumn o France . The balance #v Zhis tential may also
6e41/tmg,ﬂzazedbyi/zed,wu,teandweo,f&v@.jtwu',abein,t/:u/zeotingﬁ)wtcﬁ
&s development " Jt is a new phenoménam in Jewish histony .

.75317111 ‘udge by the Shabbat J 4 with them , they have a cor of 4o 0
indivi ,‘/mo : o W, o ¢ #0,1”285

y men , who are consiant in thein s que 2 5
festivals the attendance must be langen .And ,as Jean {oken’ advised me ,s0me G0%
of the community tuwns out fon such celebrations as (hanukah and Purim ', They are
synagogue centened and orthodox . Such is the format of hein seavice in thein
4 que where the women are placed benind a llecuitza « They have all the satis-
M’M that come from being a do-it-younself congregation o They have nw profless-
’/Z)r:z,lnb , rl{}/tel,z‘/z/zi__/z, ﬁbz’, non candor , noa /Leade/az non teachens . L}wtaj/zey do nozt

eel beneft . Fon such requi & (age (4, eice they are able Zv tun
w Rabbi Jsaac (ohen of Caﬂawwwﬁ /zaz;ﬂmaga,l/z,eadé; Sibed /'ufd hem at %QG/J»{ buice and
with whom they have a verny wann relationship o He is Morvccan in onigin ,Sephardic
in expenience and young in spinit . J¢ is a happy nelationship .

Jz is obvivus that Kashnut is impontant 4o them . Five yeans they had been
impoting packaged frozen Roshen meets from W.Y. by ain and keeping % in freezens
in thein synagogue ante-rvom o loday , thein vice-president llaunice Zerbib , has bean
persuaded B open a shop where only rRosher products can be purchased . Jt can also
senve meals . lhat he seems o be making a Livi L8 a tribute B the whole community,
many of whom surely buy Kosher as a gesture Zvo wase Lon whwom it is amx matten of
principle . Amng the latien is flie .ﬂluug wrw senves inem as lorah readen and teachen
of boin cilddren and adults . J& is a dabon of dove . That he nad a perivd of resid-
ence in Janael undvubiedly sinengthened nis resolee o nemain obseavant .He may be
mone knowledgeable than must of the otnens .His meagen bvokshelves at hwme include
booka of the Bible and a “ulchan Anuch . O do appreciaie his rode as a para—-rabbi

ezn Cﬁ ) /D/ZMZJJ—ny Zojjb onf# Za,/; the Aﬁcéa,tiun (wltuelle Jsnaelite Man-
Linique but of 2re Lions e created some pa g , (ng Al
%" e AGRplYS A0 e S U A s L i %sz@%{ .
under-privileged , Jewish and (Kristian , black and white 4 a pideful
node o His ,fu@na[mlemaglui/zm,ad/u'mbmc&we uch with Jews in ot
lands . fle has themone been able to onganize a foamal Jewish communiiy among the
100 Jews in Guadaloupe . We'll pwbably hear more about this in the nean future . Jn
the meantime they have a sort of parent-child relationship .The onigins of both are
I have ,&‘und wanmth and dewotion in rzeaﬁ.f# all the small communities J have
visited . Bwtj?',t L8 /zz;q},uand povded with tﬁiﬁm’( ) lag_/z of excite zeni and Little
upination . Jean (v lNantinique are diffenent . ,e[;,&.cw' 2
srilled , he has harnessed the of the whole community . J do noz fail #o
necognize that inigue benefits from the simple facton of growth ,new accretions ,
genenaébwpmng. ut it would noz be s without his and vthers” sense of
inapined excilement o _

By the , boih llartinique and jJamaica were sensitive ewugh v insist on
/:a.yx}zgmy/wi‘ﬁy(u',a, the latien expeeting me v send them books and viher matenials.
lartinique did it without any quid pao quo .

Tt i no Ao eawﬁaﬁ%zd/z@awmﬂmademdeago.

Non , in 2he Lig/ enal which has necorded oun many migriiions
ifJai,t nu;ud that é/z:’{aizltcﬂvnym 44'.52 comg ,()wm bon e ‘on and é,fectwn . ’
What did strnike me as wwsual is Hhat those wro nremain e s intens o the

veatiges of Jewish onganigntions and Jewish Life JOf the nine directons of thein
Un.iiedConénga,&on of Jsnaelites , ise., thein co ty ywho met with me at lunch ,
six have mixed maniages . Yet thein intense feelings o /me was obvivus at
every tumn ,in eveay conversation . AL of Zrem intend that thein children shall be
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awish , even if the Halacha dves not favor them Foun on five yeans they wene
’goo. Now fJ'Leg :jz(e 250, Yez the effont g conduct senvices j&fu a)n,éi.mafew Saébgfh
school , 2o obsenve the festivals nemains as sirwng as even o They have no nabbi
no //ag,nn , no nreaden , no tnained teachens , no Jewish scholarship. Yet 2re desine
20 @hieve them remains strwng Ch the othen / , that they have noi been able v
utilize thein oun Hillel Academy is difficult 4o accept .
. abi—m s a ,oxz,Lva,f:A school Ma,éj/ale by ﬁﬁz Bernand Hooken , 1965-1974
e was e e his community that thet onganize and suport a schood
which would ' ﬂleﬁx’gﬁuid@!uz’a/.a&,fﬁe}buiieacﬁw?mnaup es , qualgty
education , in seculan and Judaic studies o It has now groun o _include secondany
schoold . They are efficiently housed , aesthetically ﬂ:ua,ted o There are no admiasion
nestrlctions (gious noa nacial . They have succeeded in thein majon aim /_/ze#
arne an exce,l,['attxj vod o+ But they have failed in one of thein mjon aims , There are
no Jewish studies . The community is the poonen fon it ,
J am advised that 80 of the Jewish community are inetrmarnied or in mixed
manniages « This dves create pavblems in decisivn making as %o who may use the
i ogue for_a wedding ,u'w may be buried in thein cemetany , what form convensions
4 Zake . They have a histony of thnee hundned yeans o,{_e,(;fv/z,t o follow halachic
traditions , wué:. contrwvensy in almosi every generation olhey have almat Li
yeans of gradual dimirution of such effort JThein "Acting Rabbi” ,devoted ,
working , 16 manried v lc_:f/w/.u‘.wn, thein manniage perfommed in a chuach in ‘nolir:!
6yanu'n£41.eau/wnedpo ed t thein wish % eliminate refermnee tv Jesws ./)-é comes
of an odd family and is a wduct of thein vne day a week Sabbatr Schvod , closely
atiached 2o the rabbis the 4 que . He is thoroughly familian with Lre orden
of senvice .Yet his knowledge of Judaica is Limited .
Thein three wandens , Pres., Vice-Pres. andd Ineas. ,mei with me az dinnen

They wene joind at a working luncheon the next day by six of thein ten dinectors
an.c[/a. 7th dinecton joind us at dinnen at the wme to/‘Le president ofach [o)f these

occasions gave us oppo (ty Zo discuss bw majon subjects , atandands fon convension,
and how #° get a abbi , time ,pant time , neilined , 'ust graduated , whai en .
Such a rabbi would /}ave o be Liberal eno L live in jamaica ,and witn thein

intermanied communidy , traditional envugh v accep thein Sephardi minhag ,know-

ledgeable eno iuféadlfﬁem,wuiemi‘and&gmuug/lrwim' se on them ,and

AN g S0 Lead them vict of the monass in uhith they find thonselves
7o disheantened by thein Limited standards . I an encounaged by the

Ln,te/wa‘.y o,f thein desine 20 " on = .

The nrepont on Suninam mus begin with some clarification of tre wlitical
sltuation .
The militan: coup that dwork place in 71980 shwcked the coulu"/y o That & was
Led by officers of Lessen rank gave credence , however, to the belie! that this uas
4 a powen yandmneageruuhedu&etve&m&m,tex‘ﬁe/wryﬂan[ 1
developed since independance in 19750 Unfortunately they failed in their purponted
mission . (onwption continues o Fowen Lo just as concentrated . lThe people rru.gﬁt
therefone have elected a new govennment o Dui they wenen'? given the chance . In
Decemben 1952 the nu,b.tzzz powen summarily executed a group of opponents and nendened
a free election un,w/yxb Nen in unifoam are everyphene . nightly cunfew has been
imposed . Fean is the noam , hardly expressed o, Everybody seems 2o be uaiting fon tre
uniRnoun
Although Jaws senved in various minisiries , none wene poditical activisits .
Zey are in no Apeci.al msition vis a vis the govemnment . lhey have been noamally
e, 4

ated o The gov tidl subvents the fazan of each synagogue .7}2 had no
problem in 9e9 ing Licenses v impont Passover producta. 772‘;} Led no "
Lons othen than fwse generally mr,wzczd o such as cunnency o The of the Jewish
Lrou .

communities do nwi appear v be
Thenre seems v be some imprwvement i thein condition of Jewish Life o
Deaths and binths have kept pace . There are sidl some 200 individuals ,mone on
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lg/yj equally divided between the Pon.fuguewe Sepharadim and e Dutch Mrz/zenazun. /o

digness for’ a moment , it is interesting 4o note in the re ing of thein histonies ,
e controvresies thdt existed between Ashkenazim and Se im in many of these odd
anibbean communities , with eventual joindens and elimination of ‘cation . J

wiy
urinam the /ze,lx.g,/.uu/: diffenences wene eliminated much earlier than elsewhene . But
the separation intv Hwo communiities has continued longen , indeed o z‘/u/Jday o luo
synagoques , fw cemeianies , tuwo presidents , etc. are still trene . J think J see
a/g%vmen of hope that the cooperation they have achieved may lead zo amalgamation .

The Dutch Ashkenazim succeeded necently in naising enwugh money o repain and
/Le7ﬂ/w/tﬁ thein synagogue ,% in 1835 on the site of Lx‘;ﬁ Ay%gue ).‘é‘v.ey inhenited in
1734 Both communities are now praying fx);;;ef/w/z in this luve(# synagogue , nwi on,\/,y

iﬁegcau/)e the 1737 P;mmgueae Sephandic’ s que s almost und jjwle 5 /)z{af becawse
in e 1 of praing togethen in ‘eqnaite 4su ued oven last doz eans
has g,i_vm oenﬁe %m{%fd with the oithen .W 17 had dxﬂf 2 : mmevw

a minyan excep? fon lestivals , ithe condition of the » cues did noit distunb them .
/Vowﬂ z‘/uzyp/zaie /zfd_a minyan each Shabbat )ﬂ)/{ 2he wg:zee yeans , they seem v
have become inspined o /huws a&z’é‘zey succeed in the /ae,&mba/u'ng , and there Ls some
/Lwinncya/)ouf‘/z/el Uzing.f/woldmonedwpbtef/wbzejmﬂonalﬂuiod. [hee
%eg/w ago , o Hagan , the president and J attended a Shabbat moaning senvice .
ow , on nis ',rwtonl.yweneiﬁz/ze%peo Lha,ttmafance,a‘/:a)ﬂwa,aon
was musd enco ing « It had hnee gi and {oun mm.r‘t'mngi‘ﬁ.ena/_wweﬁwbu%
/Lewgaﬂ L2V a new convent by convictwn in his late tweniies, aB.A.]{Qw/n
Ho and an /! myalejuéw teen agens , the fwo presidents , one of thein
laﬂgcwt bene,{acto/w etc. J¢ dves give me a sense of some revival « J cannot account
for it . But J sun wdtvmwwmgetim./wuwwiﬁugooddbumno,f
Judaisn's strength JDespite all tne influences of enviwnmental cultures , of mrniages
ﬂuia/z.egu'.xe/z{/, o{muzwumiym,em,ﬁeywcalybmﬁo?m{ﬂm

v Coite A nose ewugh 2o pick me up at am
riane b R s o ol ey A s e e SN
.Savarma/tin.gwulmzm,faomfayefmeafdwaéle, some years dater in mid-174h centuny
tv deed many acrcs o0 2o the Jewish communidy . Hene he i 2t canuping some
wpm&b@uapwudwﬁmofﬁewm@wﬂﬁej%p& b Vs
innwzypa/zijo)fﬂwwv/z,(d, Meve/zggene/zaﬁvn,r'zaveabancﬂ) ws ut the Jewish
P&)piedwuvwo

J have a word 2o Aa‘z;abouiz‘/w,&meandjuwdmpddmm.
Comwuﬂumtwddoﬁﬂﬂzwomwmu o,(&wzmﬁutl;vn. But they alwo
i U e Vel T b
; ' Liea s Dut' & Z 1 8 we
o % T ettives 7 4 Ll them .y/—/ua visitonr muwsd bzmy
dded o J have done the job fon 14 years
as a élﬁhlﬁ. 5 but my pw{mwwjewumubw a rabbi and a A;C&‘ﬂ;[ ux;n/ee/z /m;\)/ebcome
. Please 2 3 o - /za,u_ung' 3 . noit mean e e
g )&)er . jueam :Je/%nlz o,{ neports can aea% convey
R es plensd IO ciywﬁfbﬂg b s
n L in WK . ou ne (inR of a neplacment . 0
Zyp/w,feaéﬁoaﬁajln. Sucsza pawonlwmn Zlel uwz‘/zucléed  go mone %ém t/zan did .7 ..?’ucﬁ a
penson will pensuade you o apply a largen budget fon sucn ewish Life saving:

This /Lepo/uf L4 an encowzagm.g one « You will ﬂwne,ﬁme undensiand my desine

ESN
£
;
:
:
3

20 send copies t :Bron, Singer’, Melamed , Tanenbaum , {esner , (wajgenb
B e e Ko Huntpeny  Klgtguich Shneogs »Jaries] Gl
Prinz, ﬁwééimLeVMﬁy ,Kaplan ,Faigon ,jo lom, S R, Scrindler, Sheniken, A

. - ;
Brennen ,Fidlen, Knonitz loncgnen slever o
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
Joshua M. Dwork
January 20, 1975

The UAHC receives a $1,000. subvention from the American Section of the World
er{_m_ws for two representatives on their Executive Committee as an
allowance for the Plenary to be held in Israel in February. It appears that
I will not be going and I will advise you if there is any change.

The WJC has deducted $500. for our 1974 dues and the enclosed check for $500.
should be credited to our line for subventions, It is a conteibution to our
expenses.
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January 15, 1975

Rabbi Alexander Schindler

President

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, N,Y, 10021

Dear Rabbi Schindler:

I enclose a check for $500,- ($1,000,-
less $500,- dues for 1974) representing
travel subsidy and per diem allowance for the
delegation of the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations,

As previously advised, the contribution
is paid to each member organization of the
American Section on the basis of its
representation on the World Executive. The
Union of American Hebrew Congregations is
entitled to two representatives on that body,
Therefore, I am remitting $500,

No further allowances of any kind will
be paid in Jerusalem to any member of the
American Section delegation,

The enclosed check is really no more than
a contribution to the expenses of the Union of
American Hebrew Congregations,

With best regards,

Youxrs sinc Y,
MM:ia Ma% Melame
enc, Executive Di¥ector

~ TION; B'NAI ZION; CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF
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EEEI;%WISSN8{EE§¥:’(I)‘§S. UNION OF ORTHODOX JEWISH CONGREGATIONS OF AMERICA; UNITED ZIONISTS REVISIONISTS — HERUT USA; ZIONIST
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NAHUM GOLDMANN

%KM¥§§Xxxx%xxx
Paris, December 21st, 1970
Dr, Alex Schindler

838 Fifth Avenue
New-York » No.Y, 10021

Dear Alex:

I hope you don't mind my calling you by your
first name,

meeting,

Looking forward to see you, I am, with best
wishes for the new year,

Most cordially yours,

1

Cc,: Dr, M, Eisendrath



NAHUM GOLDMANN

Paris, December 21st, 1970

Dr, Maurice Eisendrath
838 Fifth Avenue
New-Yor k, N,Y. 10021

Dear Maurice,

I tried to reach you before I left New-York
on December 13th in the morning, but I could not get you,

I received in the meantime your letter for
which I want to thank you and for the decision of the
Union which you and your people have prxepared so skilfully
and effectively, Their joining is of the greatest importance
for the Congress,

I am personally delighted to look forward to
close cooperation with you in the coming years, I want also
to thank you for your most gracious remarks about me in your
message to the dinner, I am more than sorry that you cannot
come to Nice, but I hope you can send Schindler, It would be
very important for us to have one of your colleagues at the
meeting of the Governing Council and the new commission on
reorganization, He would have to be at NICE from Jaunary 4th
till the deal is concluded and could fly back on the eigth,

Wishing you very speedy recovery and all the
best for you and your lovely wife for the New Year, I am
most cordially

Yours,



Mr. Alvin E. Qoleman
20 East 76 Street
Lew York, N.7. 10021

Dear Alvin, -

Torgive me for not res sponding gooner to your letter of kmrcn 25th, but

@s you know I have been in Lue hospital and it is difficult for me to
2et to my mail; yet, I wanted to respond to your letter myself

Alex Schindler told me that he wrote Rabbi Sobel a long let*cr,
Precumaebly intended for presentation to your Doar » which spells out
in great detaxl just what the World Jewish Congress is and what the
reagons are which motivated our %o*ning this organization. For your
pérusal and just in case you haven't seen this letter, I am attaching

another copy. There is ver cy little I need add to it or subgract from

Tour argum

v ;
be most we

Ol d

woul
as you

ents conceraing the World Union for Progressive Judauy
rsuasive, were th- World Unica truly as representativ

ism
usm
ve

think. Unfor rtunately, the World Union does not have congregations
"wherever Jews live in coaside'able numbers.” As a case in point,
fundamentally we have only one really very active congreg ation in all
of South America, and yet a million Jews live there whose problems

nust be the coacern of the Ameri ican Jewish Cammd“luj. Vast segments

of Zuropean Jewry are without ¢ ontact via the World Uniocnm For Progress-
ive Juda@ism. We have no congregation in many iands of that contineat;

in @ word, there are problems of world Jewry and concerns wl hich are

sroperly ours which can caly flow through our locse affiliat tion with

he World Jewish Congress. 1 underscore the a4’ ective "loo~ﬂ because
J

lew ]

3
. Rt e 1 e
by joining the World Jewish Congress we do not in any sense surrender

our autonomy. This is abuvéantiy made clear in Lhe congt;;utxon of the
Congrecg. The Congress does not speak for us aad we are not bound by
its decisions or ruoolutlong by any manner of means.

.
a8

p.s

Obviously, no decisions of the Union Boa

rd are binding for all time to
come, and if as you fear actions of the Congress prove to be 'more
divigive than productive' we will certainly have the ono~“tazity to

terminate our affiliation, and if this doeg traaspire, why then I wil
be the first to recormend that we do so.

With cordial greetings, I an

" Very siacerely yours,

laurice N. Ziseadrath
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CONGREGATION EMANU-

of the City of New York

Bl

ONE EAST SIXTY-FIFTH STREET « NEW YORK 10021 » 212 RH 4 - 1400

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

/ CJ §‘~>‘“ March
e

Dear Maurice:

it the last meeting of the Temple Emanu-E
March 23, 1971, the matter of the Uni

tion with the American Section of the World Jewish

discussed. A number of trustees could not understa
in an international organization, about which there
opinion, should be dealt with as a casual matter of
prior reference to the Union Board
near-unanimous vote in these circumstances can only

25151971

1 Board of Trustees,

on's recently announced associa-

Congress was

nd how membership
1s so much divided
business, without

for study and consideration. A

be understood as

being uninformed. This certainly was true in my own case.

Others expressed misgivings that a specif
organization like the U.A.H.C. should seek affiliat

ically religious
ion with an inter-

national body whose purposes, while specifically Jewlsh, are in no
visible way related to the needs and programs of Reform Jews in the

United States.

The U.A.H.C. is closely bound to the World Union for Pro-

gressive Judaism which is an international body who
a special kinship with us.
ever Jews live in considerab
that is needed about the conditions under which Jew
these contacts.
countries.

The discussion by our board indicated tha
doubts as to the wisdom of this affiliation, and fe
that this relationship will be less productive than
ive. Many individuals in all congregations and som
units must find this new association distasteful to
to understand.

The Board with nearly all members present
unanimous vote to communicate its feelings to you a
association with the World Jewish Congress be at mo
nominal and that it be terminated in the event that

se interests have

The Viorld Union has congregations where-
le numbers and surely we can learn all

s live through

We are not even in the dark about the Iron Curtain

t there were strong
ars were expressed
it will be d¢yis-
e congregations as
them and difficult

has asked me by
nd to urge that the
st pro forma and
actions are taken

by the Congress which might indeed prove greatly divisive.

Sin

Dr. Maurice HN. Eisendrath . Alv

838 Fifth Avenue e
New York,, Jo¥s, 10921

NSOLIDATION OF EMANU-EL CONGREGATION AND TEMPLE BETH-E

o
ALE/x

-

cer//‘ yours,
in E. Coleman



February 8, 1971

Rabbi Ronald B. Sobel
Temple Emanu El

1 East 65th Street
New York, N.Y. 10021

Dear Ronald,

As always, it was a pleasure to chat with you. In re your request for information
concerning the World Jewish Congress, let me say briefly that the Congress is an
international Jewish umbrella organization with its headquarters in Geneva and with
affiliates in more than sixty countries in all quarters of the globe.

With a few exceptions, the affiliates of the World Jewish Congress are all central
representative bodies of entire Jewish communities. In France, England and the
United States, there are sections of the World Jewish Congress. It is this Amer-
ican section which the Union of American Hebrew Congregations joined.

The aima of the World Jewish Congress are tc insure the survival of the Jewish
people and to strengthen its unity by coordinating the effortes of its member
organizations in political, economic, social and cultural fields; to safeguard and
secure the rights, status and interests of Jews and Jewish communities throughout
the world and to represent member organizations and the interests of the Jewish
people as a whole before governmental, inter-governmental, and international
authorities.

As indicated, the World Jewish Congress is not a functioning organization but an
umbrella organization, which means that the autonomy of constituent organizations
is fully maintained. The Werld Jewish Congress, in effect, merely provides a forum
where leaders of World Jewry can meet and exchange information about the progress
and needs of their respective communities, and where they can gather whatever
strength flows from the companionship of fellow Jews.

Why should the UAHC join this group? The reasons are self-evident, but they are
well articulated by Maurice in his message to the Board of the UAHC. Let me quote
the pertinent paragraphs:

"one of the brightest ideals which animated Isaac Mayer Wise was that of a
uniGed Jewish community. His commitment to K'lal Yisroel has been a decisive
force in the history of the Union of American Hebrew Congregatioms. It has also
been a paramount principle in my own career. While a rabbi in Toromto, I helped
organize the Canadian Jewish Congress. As president of the UAHC, I have been
deeply involved in every struggle on the American scene for the achievement of
greater unity, cooperation, and harmony among all Jewish organizations.

"Today 18 has become urgent to increase cooperation and joint collaboration on
the world Jewish scene as well., The situation in the Middle East, the ordeal of
Soviet Jewry, and the fragile position of much of Latin Jewry - along with other



Rabbi Ronald B. Sobel
page 2 February 8, 1971

international problems - require concerted action and attention by Jewish bodies
throughout the world. The best available vehicle for such joint concern is the
World Jewish Congrees, which has invited us, along with all other major Jewish
organizations in the United States, to be associated in its American section.

"Raithful to the vision of K'lal Yisroel, and determined to do all that we can
to concert our energies effectively in behalf of our fellow Jews everywhere, 1
therefore recommend that we accept the invitation to associate the UAHC with the
Congress through membership in the American section of this world Jewish body."

Maurice's recommendation was accepted unanimously by our Board. There was extensive
discussion and all of it was favorable. You ought to know that among those who

spoke firmly and strongly for our joining this international Jewish umbrella organ-
izagion was Rabbi David Polish speaking for the Central Conferemce of American Rabbis)
(whose Bxecutive Committee recommended that the CCAR join in its own right) as well
as Rabbi Nelson Glueck who even asked to be recorded as speaking in favor of this
.tepo

I was wryly amused by your suggestion that the World Jewish Congress is but a

Zionist organization, for most of the calls in criticism of ofir joining which I

have received in recent days -- and they have been few, really -- have come from
established Zionists who complain that the World Jewish Congress in its approach

has not been in sufficient agreement with every aspect of Israeli governmental policy.
It is true that at one point in its history the World Jewish Congress was consumed by
the problem of establishing the State, but since the establishment of the State the
building of a strong vital diaspora comnmunity has become the focus of Congrees
concern and activity.

The Congress, marginally noted, is also the only organization in the international
sphere in which the Reform Jewish community does not have some kind of second-class
citizenship. In many quarters we are totally ignored. Not so in the ranks of the
World Jewish Congress. After all, the Congress was founded by a Reform rabbi -
Stephen Wise -~ and moreover, while its present president, Nahum Goldmann, is not a
Reform Jew, Reform Jews are in the highest level of Congress leadership, and such
names as Joachim Prinz and Philip Klutznick are bandied about as the likely
successors to Nahum Goldmann.

This, then, is it. I hope that this information is helpful to you.
Wwith affectionate good wishes, I am
Cordially,

Alexander M. Schindler
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Member Organizations of the American Section:

v
THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS; AMERICANS FOR PROGRESSIVE ISRAEL; B'NAI ZION; FARBAND; HADASSAH; JEWISH RECONSTRUCTIONIST
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From

MEMORANDUM

Date_January 4, 1971

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

To

EXECUTIVE STAFF and REGIONAL DIRECTORS

Copy for information of

Subject

As a result of the recent Board action, and stimulated by
the recent national Jewish Post editorial on the subject,
we received a number of inquirieé concerning the reasons
which motivated the UAHC to join the American section of
the World Jewish Congress. Many of the people do not even
know what the Congress is.

In response to such an inquiry by Baltimore Hebrew Congre-
gation, I sent a letter to its president, Henry Fensterwald,
which spells out our view on the subject.

It may be helpful to you in answering any questions you may
Teceive concerming this-isgue.



838 FIFTH AVENUE . NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 . (212) 249-0100

Rabbi Alexander M. Sc}lintﬂer, Vice President

December 31, 1970

Mr. Henry J. Fensterwald
Baltimore Hebrew Congregation
7401 Park Heights Avenue
Baltimore, Maryland 21208

Dear Henry,

As always, it was a pleasure to chat with you. In re your request for information
concerning the World Jewish Congress, let me say briefly that the Congress is an
international Jewish umbrella organization with its headquarters in Geneva and with
affiliates in more than sixty countries in all quarters of the globe.

Jith a few exceptions, the affiliates of the World Jewish Congress are all central
representative bodies of entire Jewish communities. 1In France, England and the
United States, there are sections of the World Jewish Congress. It is this Amer-
ican section which the Union of American Hebrew Congregations joined.

The aims of the World Jewish Congress are to ‘insure the survival of the Jewish
people and to strengthen its unity by coordinating the efforts of its member
organizations in political, economic, social and cultural fields; to safeguard and
secure the rights, status and interests of Jews and Jewish communities throughout
the world and to represent member organizations and the interests of the Jewish
people as a whole before governmental, inter-governmental, and international
authorities."

As indicated, the World Jewish Congress is not a functioning organization but an
umbrella organization, which means that the autonomy of constituent organizations
is fully maintained. The World Jewish Congress, in effect, merely provides a forum
where leaders of World Jewry can meet and exchange informaticn about the progress
and needs of their respective communities, and where they can gather whatever
strength flows from the companionship of fellow Jews.

Why should the UAHC join this group? The reasons are self-evident, but they are
well articulated by Maurice in his message to the Board of the UVAHC. Let me quote
the pertinent paragraphs:

""One of the brightest ideals which animated Isaac Mayer Wise was that of a
united Jewish community. His commitment to K'lal Yisroel has been a decisive
force in the history of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. It has also
been a paramount principle in my own career. While a rabbi in Toronto, I helped
organize the Canadian Jewish Congress. As president of the UAHC, I have been
deeply involved in every struggle on the American scene for the achievement of
greater unity, cooperation, and harmony among all Jewish organizations.

"Today it has become urgent to increase cooperation and joint collaboration on
the world Jewish scene as well. The situation in the Middle East, the ordeal of
Soviet Jewry, and the fragile position of much of Latin Jewry - along with other
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Mr. Henry J. Fensterwald
page 2 December 31, 1970

international problems - require concerted action and attention by Jewish bodies
throughout the world. The best available vehicle for such joint concern is the
WJorld Jewish Congress, which has invited us, along with all other major Jewish
organizations in the United States, to be associated in its American section.

"Faithful to the vision of K'lal Yisroel, and determined to do all that we can
to concert our energies effectively in behalf of our fellow Jews everywhere, I
therefore recommend that we accept the invitation to associate the UAHC with the
Congress through membership in the American section of this world Jewish body."

Maurice's recommendation was accepted unanimously by our Board. There was extensive
discussion and all of it was favorable. You ought to know that among those who

spoke firmly and strongly for our joining this international Jewish umbrella organ-
ization was Rabbi David Polish speaking for the Central Conference of American Rabbis
(whose Executive Committee recommended that the CCAR join in its own right) as well
as Rabbi Nelson Glueck who even asked to be recorded as speaking in favor of this
step.

1 was wryly amused by your suggestion that the World Jewish Congress is but a

Zionist organization, for most of the calls in criticism of our joining which I

have received in recent days -- and they have been few, really -- have come from
establishment Zionists who complain that the World Jewish Congress in its approach
has not been in sufficient agreement with every aspect of Israeli governmental policy.
It is true that at one point in its history the World Jewish Congress was consumed by
the problem of establishing the State, but since the establishment of the State the
building of a strong vital diaspora community has become the focus of Congress
concern and activity.

The Congress, marginally noted, is also the only organization in the international
sphere in which the Reform Jewish community does not have some kind of second-class
citizenship. In many quarters we are totally ignored. Not so in the ranks of the
Jorld Jewish Congress. After all, the Congress was founded by a Reform rabbi --
Stephen Wise =-- and moreover, while its present president, Nahum Goldmann, is not a
Reform Jew, Reform Jews are in the highest level of Congress leadership, and such
names as Joachim Prinz and Philip Klutznick are bandied about as the likely
successors to Nahum Goldmann.

This, then, is it. I hope that this information is helpful to you. Following our
conversations I had a call along similar lines from Mrs. Dalsheimer. Accordingly,
I take the liberty of sending her a copy of my letter to you.

1f there is anything else I can do to help you, by all means let me know.

1 appreciate your invitation to come to Baltimore Hebrew ''one of these days."
Nothing would delight me more. I would like to be there not when we have a
difficulty to resolve but under more normal circumstances.

With affectionate good wishes, 1 am

Cordially,

cc: Mrs. Hugo Dalsheimer Alexander M. Schindler
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From

MEMORANDUM

Date January 4, 1971

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

To

EXECUTIVE STAFF and REGIONAL DIRECTORS

Copy for information

Subject

As a result of the recent Board action, and stimulated by
the recent national Jewish Post editorial on the subject,
we received a number of inquiries concerning the reasons
which motivated the UAHC to join the American section of
the World Jewish Congress. Many of the people do not even
know what the Congress is.

In response to such an inquiry by Baltimore Hebrew Congre-
gation, I sent a letter to its president, Henry Fensterwald,
which spells out our view on the subject.

It may be helpful to you in answering any questions you may
receive concerming this-issue.



838 FIFTH AVENUE . NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 . (212) 249-0100

Rabbi Alexander M. Schinc“er, Vice President

December 31, 1970

Mr. Henry J. Fensterwald
Baltimore Hebrew Congregation
7401 Park Heights Avenue
Baltimore, Maryland 21208

Dear Henry,

As always, it was a pleasure to chat with you. In re your request for information
concerning the World Jewish Congress, let me say briefly that the Congress is an
international Jewish umbrella organization with its headquarters in Geneva and with
affiliates in more than sixty countries in all quarters of the globe.

With a few exceptions, the affiliates of the World Jewish Congress are all central
representative bodies of entire Jewish communities. 1In France, England and the
United States, there are sections of the World Jewish Congress. It is this Amer-
ican section which the Union of American Hebrew Congregations joined.

The aims of the World Jewish Congress are to ‘insure the survival of the Jewish
people and to strengthen its unity by coordinating the efforts of its member
organizations in political, economic, social and cultural fields; to safeguard and
secure the rights, status and interests of Jews and Jewish communities throughout
the world and to represent member organizations and the interests of the Jewish
people as a whole before governmental, inter-governmental, and international
authorities.”

As indicated, the World Jewish Congress is not a functioning organization but an
umbrella organization, which means that the autonomy of constituent organizations
is fully maintained. The World Jewish Congress, in effect, merely provides a forum
where leaders of World Jewry can meet and exchange information about the progress
and needs of their respective communities, and where they can gather whatever
strength flows from the companionship of fellow Jews.

Why should the UAHC join this group? The reasons are self-evident, but they are
well articulated by Maurice in his message to the Board of the UAHC. Let me quote
the pertinent paragraphs:

"One of the brightest ideals which animated Isaac Mayer Wise was that of a
united Jewish community. His commitment to K'lal Yisroel has been a decisive
force in the history of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. It has also
been a paramount principle in my own career. While a rabbi in Toronto, I helped
organize the Canadian Jewish Congress. As president of the UAHC, I have been
deeply involved in every struggle on the American scene for the achievement of
greater unity, cooperation, and harmony among all Jewish organizations.

"Today it has become urgent to increase cooperation and joint collaboration on
the world Jewish scene as well. The situation in the Middle East, the ordeal of
Soviet Jewry, and the fragile position of much of Latin Jewry - along with other
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international problems - require concerted action and attention by Jewish bodies
throughout the world. The best available vehicle for such joint concern is the
WJorld Jewish Congress, which has invited us, along with all other major Jewish
organizations in the United States, to be associated in its American section.

"Faithful to the vision of K'lal Yisroel, and determined to do all that we can
to concert our energies effectively in behalf of our fellow Jews everywhere, 1
therefore recommend that we accept the invitation to associate the UAHC with the
Congress through membership in the American section of this world Jewish body."

Maurice's recommendation was accepted unanimously by our Board. There was extensive
discussion and all of it was favorable. You ought to know that among those who

spoke firmly and strongly for our joining this international Jewish umbrella organ-
ization was Rabbi David Polish speaking for the Central Conference of American Rabbis
(whose Executive Committee recommended that the CCAR join in its own right) as well
as Rabbi Nelson Glueck who even asked to be recorded as speaking in favor of this
step.

I was wryly amused by your suggestion that the World Jewish Congress is but a

Zionist organization, for most of the calls in criticism of our joining which I

have received in recent days -- and they have been few, really -- have come from
establishment Zionists who complain that the World Jewish Congress in its approach
has not been in sufficient agreement with every aspect of Israeli governmental policy.
It is true that at one point in its history the World Jewish Congress was consumed by
the problem of establishing the State, but since the establishment of the State the
building of a strong vital diaspora community has become the focus of Congress
concern and activity.

The Congress, marginally noted, is also the only organization in the international
sphere in which the Reform Jewish community does not have some kind of second-class
citizenship. In many quarters we are totally ignored. Not so in the ranks of the
World Jewish Congress. After all, the Congress was founded by a Reform rabbi --
Stephen Wise -- and moreover, while its present president, Nahum Goldmann, is not a
Reform Jew, Reform Jews are in the highest level of Congress leadership, and such
names as Joachim Prinz and Philip Klutznick are bandied about as the likely
successors to Nahum Goldmann.

This, then, is it. I hope that this information is helpful to you. Following our
conversations I had a call along similar lines from Mrs. Dalsheimer. Accordingly,
I take the liberty of sending her a copy of my letter to you.

1f there is anything else I can do to help you, by all means let me know.

I appreciate your invitation to come to Baltimore Hebrew ''one of these days."
Nothing would delight me more. I would like to be there not when we have a
difficulty to resolve but under more normal circumstances.

With affectionate good wishes, I am

Cordially,

cc: Mrs. Hugo Dalsheimer Alexander M. Schindler
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