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AUSTRIA REFUSES TO PAY COMPENSATION FOR PLUNDERED JEWISH 
PROPERTY (Synopsis of article in the Israeli press) 

On 16 April 1996 the Israeli financial daily Globes published a special investigative feature 
by Itamar Levin on plundered Jewish property in Austria. Levin made extensive use 
of records housed in the Austrian State Archives in Vienna. He estimates the present-day 
value of Jewish property at US $15 billion. 

On the eve of the Anschluss there were 185,000 Jews in Austria of which some 126,000 
succeeded in escaping before the war. The balance were murdered. Austria has traditionally 
presented itself as Hitler's first victim. However history belies that wishful thinking. While 
Austrians represented 11 % of the population of Greater Germany, they accounted for some 
35 % of the personnel of the death camp apparatus. Hitler, Eichmann and many other leading 
Nazis were native Austrians. 

Levin describes the process by which Jewish property was Aryanized (plundered) -- a process 
which was initiated a mere 6 weeks after the German union with Austria. Jews were forced 
to declare all property valued over 5,000 marks. In 1940 that property, with an estimated 
value at that.time of US $1.5 billion, was taken over. In today's terms this property would 
be worth solll€ US $15 billion -- a reasonable estimate when we take into account the fact 
that we re dealing with the assets of 185,000 people. This property includes, real estate, bank 
acc<?unts, precious stones, insurance policies, etc. 

The outstanding evidence of the magnitude of these holdings are the questionnaires collected 
by the Nazi authorities from the Austrian Jews. These documents are filed in cartons 
according to the a distinct system. For example: 1-181 private property; 331-363 industrial 
enterprises; 808-841 commercial enterprises. All told there are 1,568 cartons of material 
pertaining to the plunder of Jewish property in Austria. Significantly, these archives are 
accessible to all who desire to examine them. Two years ago the Austrian archives published 
a book with the names of 60,000 Viennese Jews who completed the questionnaires, their 
birthrates and the number of their individu~l dossier. 

Jews who succeeded in emigrating were forced to sell their holdings for ridiculously low 
prices, but also had to pay exit tax. To maintain appearances, on departure they had to sign 
a declaration that they had sold their property. 

In accordance with a 1953 agreement between Austria and German, German property in 
Austria was turned over to the Austrian authorities . At the same time, Austria assumed 
responsibility for all compensation claims of former Austrian nationals. Jewish communal 
property has been restored to the Jewish community. 
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Over the years, however, Austria, has paid what amounts to a small fraction of what it 
actually owes its former nationals. Saul Kagan, the director of the Claims Conference, 
charges that Au.stria has done everything to escape having to deal with Jewish claims against 
Austria. Austrian Jews in Israel claim that the Israeli government -- in consideration of 
political factors in its east-west policies -- has been reluctant to act on their behalf and to 
pursue Jewish claims. Instead of leading these efforts, it has relegated this matter to 
international Jewish organizations. Moreover, unlike Germany, Austria paid its Holocaust 
survivors a one-time lump-sum payment of $7,000 -- and this only at the end of last year. 

The recent establishment of a special Austrian-Jewish foundation to aid survivors is certainly 
a positive step. The foundation, headed by Hannah Lessing, has been the recipient of modest 
payments from the Austrian government. But the question of the vast amounts of property 
seized by Austria which played a zealous role in the Holocaust awaits resolution. 
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COMPTROLLER OF THI! OITY OP New YORK 

1 CENTRE STAIET 

NEW VOAK, NV 10007-23-41 

(11J) CHSQ.81500 

ALAN Q, HEVEII 
OOM,,.i.0\.1.tft 

The Honorable Jean-Pascal Dalamuraz 
Pre•i4ant of the Swiaa Confederation 
Bunde•rat Oat 
CH - 3003 Bern 
Switzerland 

Dear President Delamuraz: 

·May 1, 1996 

8:28 No.002 P.02 

Aa City Comptroller, I am the chief financic,.l off:Lcer of the 

City of New York, as well aa the custodian, the inveatmant 
adviser and/or a trustee of the various New York City 1?ension 

funds, In these capacities, my Offioe maintain■ finan,,ial 

relationship• with Swiaa banks ·through credit faciliti ◄!S, short 
and long term investment relationsh:l.pa with u, S. aub■i•iiaries of 

Swisa banks and our pension funds' ownerahip of sharea of various 

Swis• banka. 

There is increaainq evi~ence that for the past fifty years 

certain Swiaa banks have had on dapoait many millions of dollars 

of unclaimed assets of Holocauat v:L.at:l.ms and that these bank• may 

have been laaa than forthcoming in returning theae moniee to the 

eurvivors and rightful heira. Some remain unreepon■ive to the 

question• that have been rai•ed about these hidden aeeeta of 
European Jewry. 

Accordingly, I ask tht1t you initiate an inveetiga.tion of all 

Swiss banks and financial institutions to determine th.a extent 

and rightful owners of any of these assets on deposit at these 
ins ti tut ions . I also urge you to pres a the Swiss Banke,r1 
Association to conduct its own examination of all its members and 

that you monitor and oversee auoh-an investigation .. L!1■t, I ask 
that your government establiah formal contact with the: 
appropriate representatives of the Jewish community, mutually 

agree to guidelines and oomm:l t that the Swia■ 9overnm,1nt and. 
banking industry will not make any unilateral anno\lnc,1ments about 

the claima or establish any ••ttlement decisions withc,ut 
agreement from the representative■ of the Jewish community. 



I 1ook forward to your aoaunente on thia important matter. 

Sincerely, 

Alan G. Heve■ i 

AGH:ew 

u .. tl., from 100% Recvc:led P•Po' 
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Rainer B. Gut 

TEL:212-669-8878 Ma~ 02 96 

COMP'fROLl.~A OF THE OITY OF NfiW YORK 

1 OIINTRe 9TA~l!T 

NEW YO,.K, NV 10007...$i8◄ 1 

ca,a> eoe-asoo 

Nay 1, 1996 

Chairman of the Board 
cs Holding• 
Nuaohelerstraase 1 
PO aox 669 
8021 Zurich 
Switzerland 

Dear Mr. Gut: 

8:24 No.001 P.02 

As City Comptroller, I am the chief financial officer of the 

City of New York, as well •• the ouatodian, the inva■.tment 

adviser and/or a truatee of the variou• New York Cit11· pension 

funds. l'.n these capaci tie•, my • Office maintain• a f ;i.nanoial 

relationahip with Credit Suis1e •• it act■ as a count:erparty to 

our bonds, my Bureau of Aaaet Management conduct• ahc~rt term 

trades and has in'V'eatment management oontracts with 1rour U.S. 

sul,,sidiariea and our pension funds own 171,830 shareas in your 

bank. 
• 

There ia inoreaainq evidence .that for the past i~ifty yeara 

certe.in Swiss banks have haC,, on d•Po•it many million11 of dollars 

of unclaimed assets of Holoo•uat victim• and that thitae bank• may 

have been less than forth0011in9 in returning thaae 111)niea to the 

survivors and rightful heirs. 6011\e reiu.in un:re•pons:Lve to the 

queatione that have been raiaed •bout th••• hidden a11■ets of 

European Jewry. 

Accordingly, I aak that you initiate an internal 

investigation to determine the · extent and rightful owners of .any 

of these assets on depoait at your bank. I also urqe you to press 

both the swiss government and the Swis• Bankers Aaaociation to 

conduot such an examin•tion of all Swiss financial institutions 

and that you fully participate anC,, cooperate with au.oh 

Made Fron'! 100~ Recycled Paper 
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invaatigations. Laat, I aak that you ••tabliah for•al contact 

with the representative• of the Jewiah OOlllffluni ty, mu tu.ally ac;rree 

to guidelines and commit that your bank will not make any 

unilateral announcement about the cl•ima or eatabliah any 

settlement decisions without agreeaent from the appro,•riate 

repreaentatives of the Jewiah community. 

I look forward to your comments on thia important~ matter. 

Sincerely, 

Alan G. Heveai 

AGHtew 
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501 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y . 10022 • (212) 755-5770 

Consultation of the WJC Executive 

New York, May 2, 1996 

A g e n d a 

1) Opening remarks: President of World Jewish Congress 
Chairman of WJC Executive 
Chairman of Jewish Agency for Israel 

2) Nazi era assets in Switzerland 

(proposed agreement with the Swiss 
Bankers Association) 

3) Restitution and compensation: 

I) a) Germany 
b) Austria 

II) a) Norway 
b) Hungary 
c) Central and Eastern Europe 
d) Western Europe 

W9 

- --

'Rtcc te,,1 
Nuf\.~ L,l ,;~ _ )> g,_ 

PJ ,?1-;;~f ~<s~ ~ 
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(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 
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~t,10RANDUM OF UNPERSTANQING 

BETWEEN 

THE wp~o JEWISH RESTITUTION ORGANIZATION 
• and 

THE WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 
representing also the 

JEWISH AGENCY and Allied Organi~tions 

and 

THE SWISS BANKERS ASSOCIATION 

An Independent Committee of Eminent Person~ will be appointed. 
Three persons will be appointed by the World 1ewish Restitutiot 
Organi~tion (WJRO) and three persons will be' appointed by th 
Swiss ~ank~rs Association (SBA). The Committee of six will )io nt­
ly appoint a Chairperson. Furthermore, each side will nominat~: o 
alternates. 

The Ch;lirperson will administer the budget of the Committee w ich , 
will be lunded by the SBA. 

1 

The eo;mmittee of Eminent Persons will appoint an internatioJ11a 
auditin$ company; this company must be licensed by the Federal 
Bankin~ Commission (FBC) to operate in Swit7,erland. The snA 
will assure the auditors unfettered access to all relevant files in l 
bankin~ institution~. . 

The Committee of Eminent Persons will instruct the auditing co -
pany ai to the scope of its duties. It wilt examine th~ methodoJ:o 
of the ipdividual banks. the Swiss Bankers Association and th~: 
Office of the Ombudsman as regards the search for ~ccounts ~n 
assets in qu~stion. The Independent Committee will also be 
authorized to retain the services of other experts. as necessary. 
Independent Committee will publish progress reports from time o 
time. 

I - • -

The parties of the agreement will cooperate to ~ssure that the s~· ss i 

Govertjment will deal with the question of loot~d assets in Swis banks or 
other ir)stitutions which were not reported or r~turned under th 

I 
rele~ant 

laws dwing the years before, during and imme4iately after the Secon,d 
World War. 
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I 

All negotiations will be handled in an environment of absolute di cretion 
and secr1ecy,. with a view of reaching an anucabl~ resolution of'. a! issJcs. 

As sooq as the contents of this Memorandum ar:. as,eed upo~ t •t• Lu 
be a s\,uhmit . meeting of the presidents and their detegatiQns to . 1~ tfieir 
signatu~es a~d to announce the names of the m~mt>ers of the Go • 'ttee 
and the :scope of its task to the public. ! . I 

I 
I 

! 
i 

Signed an~ agreed: 
Ne~· York, N~w York, May 2, 1996 

Ed~ar M. Bronfman Dr. Georg F. Krayer 

Dr. Jose(Ackermann 

Hans J. Baer 



WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 

BUDAPEST 
Sip utca 12 
BUENOS AIRES 
Larrea 744 
GENEVA 
1 rue de Varembe 

JERUSALEM 
21 Jabotinsky Street 

JOHANNESBURG 
7 Anerley Road 

MELBOURNE 
5 Queens Road 

MOSCOW 

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL • CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL 

501 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022-5602 

Mr. Kjell Colding 
Secretary General 

April 30, 1996. 

Royal Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
0 s 1 o, Norway 

Dear Mr. Colding, 

CABLE: WORLDGRESS. NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE: (212) 755-5770 

TELEX: 23 61 29 

TELEFAX : (212) 755-5883 

71 Varshavskaye Schosse 

Thank you for your letter of March 27, 1996. I am grateful 
that the Norwegian Government is taking action to deal with the 
longstanding question of compensation for Jewish properties seized 
in Norway during World .War II. In light of Norway's special con­
cern for human rights issues and the pursuit of world peace, I at­
tach great significance to the assurances that your government PARIS 

78 Ave. des Ch. Elysees will spare no effort in clarifying the facts. 

We regard this as an important task of righting the wrongs 
committed against Norwegian Jews during the Holocaust and also a 
fulfillment of a historic commitment given to the World Jewish Con­
gress in 1944 by the Norwegian Government in Exile, in London. 

As you know, I am also the president of the World Jewish 
Restitution Organization and we are currently very active in the on­
going negotiations and efforts to secure restitution of Jewish pro­
perty in both Eastern and Western Europe. This organization rep­
resents an umbrella of world Jewish organizations including Jewish 
survivors in Israel and the world. We therefore request that a rep­
resentative of our organization be invited to take part in the com­
mittee's deliberations in order to present an overview of the efforts 
of the WJRO across Europe. 

I look forward to further cooperation and coordination between 
us. 

Yours sincerely, 

'7 ... /I(.~ 

Edgar M. Bronfman 
President 



Edgard Bronfinan 
President 
World Jewish Congress 
501 Madison Avenue, 17th Floor 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Bronfinan, 

Oslo, 27 March 1996 

I am talcing the liberty of writing to you personally to notify you and your organization in 

advance of measures being taken in Norway with regard to the property of the Norwegian 

Jews confiscated during the second World War by the Quisling Nazi-government. 

I am aware of the importance attached to this issue by the World Jewish Congress and I wish 

to assure you that the Norwegian Government will spare no effort in clarifying the facts of this 

case. 

Later this week an independent committee of inquiry will be appointed. It will have seven 

members two of whom, Mrs. Berit Reisel and Mr. Bj0m Bruland, have been appointed by the 

Jewish Congregation in Oslo. The committee's mandate is to carry out a full investigation into 

what happened to the property of the Norwegian Jews during and after the war. 

The committee will be assisted by a full time secretariat. It will submit a report to the 

Government within one year. When the committee has completed its work the Government will 

decide further measures. 

As soon as the details of the mandate have been finalized and the members confirmed we will 

forward English translations of the relevant documents. 

I am pleased to note that throughout this process the Government has co-operated closely with 

the Jewish congregation in Oslo, which has represented the Norwegian Jewish community. 

Yours sincerely, 

4,t/{,t..,/d,_, 
7~jell Col:;,-; 
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DRAFT TESTIMONY 

EDGAR M. BRONFMt\N 

PRESIDENT, ftORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 
PRESIDENT, WORLD JEWISH RESTITUTION ORGANIZATION 

WJC P.02 

~ommittee on Banking, Housing and Urban Affai~s 
united states senate 

April· 24, 1996 C 
Mr. Chairman, I want to cornrn~nd you for holding these 

hearings and for the outstanding joo your staff has betm doing 
in ferreting out information long lost or concealed. What you 
are doing is of great historic significance. Our colli3ctii..-e 
mission here is nothing short of bringing justice. We are here 
to help ~rite the last chapter of the bitter legacy of the 
Holocaust. 

Today, Mr. Chairman, I am acting in my capacities as 
President of the World Jewish Congress and as President of the 
World Jewish Restitution Organization. I am also test:Lfying on 
behalf of my co-chairman, Mr. Avrum Burg, the Chairman of the 
Jewish Agency. 

The WJRO was created in 1992 by the leading international 
Jewish organizations and the survivor's groups to coordinate 
claims for the return of property and the transfer to the Jewish 
people of heirless holdings. We also work to secure for 
individual Jews no longer :r:esident in the countries in question 
the same rights that would obtain for local Jews who rc:imain. 
With your permission, Mr. Chairman, I would like to submit as 
part of my formal testimony, the list of . the international 
organiz~tions that make up the WJRO. [List to be appended] 

The WJRO has also been designated by two successive Prime 
Ministers to represent the State of Israel in these ma.tters. It 
·has also concluded agreements with Jewish Communities :Ln several 
countries in order to coordinate restitution efforts. 

I hope it will not sound pres.llnptuous of me, Mr. Chairman, 
but I speak to you today on behalf of the Jewish peoplE~. With 
reverence, I also speak on behalf of those who cannot !,peak fo • 
t ,hemsel ves. 

The issue before us today, the one I want to talk to you 
about, can be summed up in a single word: Justice. 

Fifty years after the Holocaust, as Germany and t.he 
collaborationist countries have sought to face their 
responsibilities and make restitution, there remains tt~ glaring 
void in the behavior of the banks of Switzerland. 
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Jus:t a year ago today, the bipartisan leaders of 'the 
United States Congress declared in a letter to the Secretary of 
state, and I quote: 

~rt should be made clear to the countries involved 
that their response on this [:r:-estitution] matter wil.l 
be seen as a test of their respect for basic human 
rights and the rule of law, and could have practical 
consequences on their relations with our country. It 
is the clear policy of the United States tha.t each 
should expeditioU$ly enact appropriate legislation 
for the p:t"ontpt restitution and/or compensation for 
property and assets seized by the former Na2.i and/or 
Communist regimes. We believe it is a matte,r of both 
law and justice." 

President Clinton has declared: 

"We tnU$t confront and, as best we can, right: the 
terrible injustices of the past. I thus support the 
efforts of the World Jewish Restitution Orgcmization 
and the World Jewish Congress to help resolve the 
question of Jewish properties confiscated during and 
after the Second World War." 

P.03 

Mr. Chairman, I wish to personally commend Ambassador 
Stuart Eizenstat for his contribution to this effort. President 
Clinton assigned him a special mission to assist in th:Ls task 
while he ' was the United States Representative to the European 
Union, and although he returned to Washington earlier ~:his month 
to become Undersecretary of Commerce for International Trade, he 
will continue his efforts as Special Envoy on Property Claims in 
Central Europe. He has been doing an outstanding job :;ierving 
the interests of all Americans, not only Jews. 

I ' would also like to take this opportunity of adding that 
the European Parliament has added its voice to that of the 
United states, expressing the same view and declaring ·:hat 

· restitution is a matter of iustice which must be fulfilled. 

Mr. Chairman, as the Congressional letter made clear, what 
today's hearing is about is "respect for basic human rights and 
the rule of law." Nothing less. 

I am not here to talk about whether there is only $32 
million remaining in Swiss banks belonging to Holocaus ~: victims 
and survivors or, as may be closer -to the truth, sever,:ll 
billion. Nor ctm I ready to endorse those who say the ::-ecords 
were purposely destroyed and the money confiscated. 

When I tnet with the Swiss Bankers Association last 
September in Bern, I was struck by one comment they made to roe. 
"Mr. Bronfman," they said, "we do not wish to hold on 1;0 one 
swiss franc that is not ours.,, 

2 
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I :told them that I certainly agreed with that sentiment. 
I e~plained to them that the World Jewish Congress initiated 
activity:aimed at the recovery of Jewish property even before 
the war in Europe ended. In November 1944, Dr. Nahum G·oldmann, 
the co-founder of the World Jewish Congress raised the issue at 
the W~r Entergency Conference in Atlantic city. He decl.ared 
then: • 

"'l'he principle that Jewish assets must be given back 
to their legitimate holders wherever possible must be 
regarded and inviolable." 

Now that the Swiss Bankers have told me they accept this 
universal principle, Mr. Chairman, I ask that you, your 
Conunittee, this Congress and our Government to help thE! Swiss 
Bankers fulfill their own wish not to hold on to a sinale swiss 
franc that is not their own. • 

A word of concern, Mr. Chairman: time is running out for 
those who will be the primary recipients of this restitution. 
Knowing you as I do, I am confident that your investigation will 
be thorough and will result in the full exposure of thE! facts. 

At the meeting in Bern in September, I did not di:3cuss 
dollar amounts. What I sought was an impartial audit. I came 
away thinking that we had agreed on that, but in February, the 
Swiss unilaterally announced they had done their own survey and 
had found only $32 million -- an amount that defies creidibility. 

"Trust us," they told the victims of the Holocaust, "we 
looked into our records and our own vaults and that's cLll we 
could find." 

One of the documents already uncovered and releas•~d by 
your own investigators, Mr. Chairman, suggests that at a single 
swiss financial institution, the present value of deposits may 
be nearly that much alone. • 

Mr. Chairman, as you may know, heading these two 
organizations is not my only job. I am also a businesmnan, and 
a successful one, I am proud to say. I know that because I just 
paid my taxes and I know what a big bite they took, but I was 
glad to be able to pay that amount. 

As a businessman, I deal with bankers quite a bit. The 
most important possession any banker can have is his rEiputation, 
the trust of his customers. If we cannot have faith in the 
integrity and trustworthiness, in the honor of the banker, to 
protect our deposits, to give a faithful and accurate 
accounting, then we must go elsewhere. 

If the issue for the Jewish people, it must for the Swiss 
bankers also be an issue of trust. 

3 
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What is urgently needed, Mr. Chairman, is a transparent 
mechanism to conduct a verifiable audit of all Nazi-era. assets, 
Jewish and non-Jewish, in Switzerland and their disposition so 
that all the parties involved can be satisfied justice has been 
served. 

The: Swiss bankers cannot be permitted to come back and 
say, once again, that they will create such a process, but that 
they want to be the ones who appoint the auditors. ThE!ir 
repeated failure of integrity over 50 years has forfeited for 

-them such a privilege. There must be an arm's-length process 
that is credible to the world. 

There is already much to learn from the very beginning of 
the documents uncovered by your Committee and by others working 
elsewhere. They demonstrate that the Swiss were far from 
neutral. · That their assistance to the Nazi war roachinu, through 
the clandestine conversion of looted gold into Swiss f1:ancs 
enabled the Germans to buy fuel and other raw material!! they 
needed to prolong the war. Some estimates in testimony before 
the U.S. Senate hearings following the war suggest the cost may 
have been staggering in the lives of American soldiers, Allied 
soldiers, Jews and other civilians across that continent. 

The Germans were looting synagogues, schools, museums and 
the bodies they were about to toss into the ovens. ThE!Y 
snatched works of art. They took wedding rings and gold teeth 
and melted them down. They cast ingots that were falsE~ly marked 
to appear as if they were pre-war gold and, as records are 
showing, they took it to bankers who were only too willing to 
look the other way. 

Mr. Chairman, many Jews in Central Europe, and many others 
in those countries, saw the Nazis coming and made the trip to 
Switzerland because they thought their assets could be held 
safely there. They put their faith in Swiss neutrality and the 
integrity of that nation's banking system. And it appE:ars they 
were betrayed. 

Only through a full, fair and impartial audit can we 
uncover the truth. I would hope the Swiss bankers will 
cooperate in this as it appears to me to be the only way to deal 
with the crisis in confidence they have created and restore the 
reputation of the Swiss banking community that has been called 
into question by so many. 

Mr. Chairman. I do not propose here a discussion of 
specific amounts of money. Yet, I believe that each dollar 
recovered represents a little piece of dignity recaptured not 
just for ·the survivors who will benefit, but for all mankind who 
will have demonstrated that it remains morally unacceptable for 
anyone to profit from the ashes of man's greatest inhurnanity to 
man. 

4 
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Tl'-i'at1k you, Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee, and 
G-d grant you the strength and determination to finish this 
historic 'mission of serving justice for the victims of the 
Holocaust, the survivors and their heirs. 
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TESTIMONY OF UNDER SECRET ARY STUART E. EIZENSTAT 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN AFFAIRS 

April 23, 1996 

I would like to thank the Committee for the opportunity to testify today as part of its 
inquiry on the "status of assets deposited by European Jews and others into Swiss banks in the 
years preceding the Holocaust." I appreciate the leadership of Chairman D'Amato in bringing 
this important issue to the attention of the public and the Congress. The locus of activity on the 
Swiss institutions matters is with U.S. Embassy Bern, but I am happy to have this opportunity to 
inform you of Administration activity. 

I have been the Department of State's Special Envoy for Property Claims in Central and 
Eastern Europe for over a year. I will continue to lead this effort under the guidance of.the 
Secretary of State even in my new position as the Under Secretary for International Trade at the 
Department of Commerce. As Special Envoy, my task has been to promote the non­
discriminatory, transparent, and just resolution of claims arising out of properties confiscated 
during and after the Second World War by the Nazis and their sympathizers or by the 
Communist governments in post-war Central and Eastern Europe. While the issue of possible 
accounts in Swiss institutions belonging to Holocaust victims has not been the primary focus of 
this mission, my office and other State Department officials have expended many hours on this 
matter. 

First, I would like to take this opportunity to tell you about my work as Special Envoy 
generally, my observations, and some of the problems I have encountered in this process. It is 
important to do this to set a context for the Swiss institution issue. I will address the matter of 
assets in Swiss institutions and then offer suggestions for the next steps which might be taken for 
a successful resolution of some of these matters. The Swiss Bankers Association has identified 
$ 32 million in dormant accounts opened by persons living outside Switzerland prior to May 8, 
1945. While investigations continue, simultaneously we must strongly encourage efforts to 
identify the owners/ heirs and to expeditiously distribute remaining sums so that those who are 
elderly and poor can live their last years with dignity. 

Since being named as Special Envoy last year, I have made "fact-finding" missions to 
eleven countries: Belarus, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Poland, Romania, the Slovak Republic, and Ukraine. I also traveled to Germany to discuss 
Holocaust survivor compensation. With the strong support of our Embassies in each country, I 
have been able to meet with senior officials of the governments involved, including Presidents, 
Prime Ministers, Foreign Ministers and other High-ranking officials. In these trips, I have 
highlighted the significance that the U.S. government -- both the Executive and Legislative 
branches -- attaches to this painful and complex issue and have stressed the importance of 
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resolving property claims in ways that are just, fair and non-discriminatory. 

We recognize that the governments in the region face financial constraints as they 
struggle to reform their economies. We do not seek to dictate solutions or negotiating partners. 
Rather, we urge that governments address the question of promoting restitution and 
compensation of communal and private properties in ways that meet the expectations of local 
communities and are credible to international organizations, such as the World Jewish 
Restitution Organization (WJRO), which act on behalf of or in partnership with local groups, and 
which are fair to U.S. citizens with claims for property confiscated during the Nazi and 
Communist eras. The efforts I have made as a representative of the United States are beginning 
to show results. 

Property Claims 

In general, property claims can be divided into three categories: communal ( e.g. 
synagogues, schools, community centers, hospitals - some countries divide this categocy into 
"religious" and "secular" property); 2) private property with heirs; and 3) the most difficult, 
private property without heirs. 

Our initial focus has been communal property - the most promising category in the near 
term. The hope is that success with communal property can be used to build momentum in all 
categories, even though private property claims are quite different and often more difficult. I 
believe that international organizations including the WJRO and local Jewish communities share 
this priority. 

Let me review some of my general findings in the area of property claims. 

Many of the countries I have visited have started the process of returning communal 
property. For example, five already have some legislation in place, and three others have 
governmental decrees. Of the three with neither legislation nor decrees, two have promulgated 
draft legislation. In Poland, which had had the largest Jewish community in pre-War Europe, 
there still is no law on communal property restitution. However, the Polish Council of Ministers 
recently agreed on proposed legislation that is pending in the Polish Parliament. Still, a host of 
issues -- each country with its own twist -- remains and has impeded not only the Jewish 
community, but other religious groups like the Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church, from 
receiving their property. Hungary and Romania are developing promising frameworks for action 
but follow-through will be critical. 

. For instance, in the Czech Republic, the restitution of communal properties under the 
control of the State is proceeding pursuant to decree by the Prime Minister. However, the 
restitution of communal property controlled by municipalities has proceeded much more slowly. 
The municipalities have been most reluctant to return income-producing properties and these 
would help the Jewish community rebuild its institutions and assist survivors. In a number of 

2 



other countries, implementation of restitution decrees is left to local authorities with little central 
government oversight. Slovakia has an excellent restitution law but restitution is very slow due to 
bureaucratic delays. 

Additionally, in some countries, e.g., Latvia, Lithuania, and Ukraine, the law or decree 
provides only for return of "religious" communal property. We have urged a liberal 
interpretation of the term, pointing to the difficulty of drawing a line between the "religious" and 
the "secular" in terms of Jewish communal property. Many properties had "mixed" uses. While 
Lithuania appears to have followed this in its recent return of several hospitals and schools, 
implementation will need continued monitoring. 

A variety of other problems have arisen in the return of properties. For example, in some 
countries, when persons or communities have attempted to reclaim properties, they have been 
asked (sometimes required): 1) to compensate current "owners" for significant improvements; 
2) to contribute to the relocation of persons displaced by the return; and/or 3) to allow current 
tenants to remain for a lengthy period of time at rent-controlled rates. 

Thus, while this category shows the most movement, it is far from complete. Continued 
U.S. government attention is important. On a positive note, I would add that we now are not 
alone in our efforts. In December 1995, the European Parliament of the European Union passed 
a resolution calling for Central and Eastern European states to adopt appropriate legislation 
regarding the return of plundered property so that the property of Jewish communities and others 
may be returned. In addition, in a speech in January, Sir Leon Brittan, the Vice President of the 
European Commission, noted the importance of Central and Eastern European countries 
"tackling" property restitution issues in the context of minority rights issues as they progress 
toward membership in the European Union. 

Regarding private property, the most common problem is inclusion of citizenship and 
sometimes residency requirements in legislation/decrees. Such requirements exist -- or are 
contemplated - in one form or another in many countries I have visited ( e.g., the Czech 
Republic, Lithuania, Romania, and the Slovak Republic). Depending on the country's citizenship 
laws and whether claims by non-resident dual citizens are allowed, the citizenship requirement 
poses huge hurdles for claimants. Claimants who emigrated to the West and Israel, including 
American citizens who owned property themselves or whose relatives had property confiscated 
by either the Nazis or the Communists, have encountered great difficulties. Even where these 
requirements do not exist, there have been complications. For example, in Estonia and Latvia, 
foreigners cannot ~ land, but can receive title to residences. While these laws may change, 
this will take time. 
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Outreach Efforts to International Organizations and Local Communities 

Working with local and international communities has been another important component 
of this initiative. Local Jewish communities and international Jewish organizations often have 
somewhat differing approaches. We believe that any settlements made must meet the 
expectations of local Jewish communities, be credible to international Jewish organizations 
acting on their behalf or in partnership with local communities, and meet the needs of other 
claimants. International organizations can offer small local communities support in identifying 
property to be•claimed and the maintenance of restituted property. International organizations 
also are important in that they represent the larger Jewish community's interest in resolving these 
difficult issues. Organizations which have been helpful in this regard include the WJRO through, 
for example, its assistance in identifying properties to be claimed and ·the Joint Distribution 
Committee and the Jewish Agency in assistance in social and educational services. 

At the same time, local Jewish communities have a deep, historical understanding of their 
communities and their countries and wish to rebuild their lives and to provide a future f9r their 
families. In my discussions with all parties, I have emphasized the advantages -- and the need -
for cooperation between the local and international communities and will continue to seek to 
facilitate such cooperation. Divisions only complicate the restitution effort and make it difficult 
for governments to place their trust in the process. 

Assets in Swiss Institutions 

Turning to possible Holocaust-era assets in Swiss institutions, to the extent such assets 
exist, they could prove to be a source of assistance for an aging, destitute population in Central 
and Eastern Europe and perhaps their heirs. These survivors have been largely uncompensated, 
unlike survivors in the West and in Israel, since the end of World War II. To provide a possible 
source of assistance for these persons, as well a$ to ensure that monies are returned to rightful 
owners, it is important that the U.S. government facilitate the development of just, transparent, 
and non-discriminatory processes for resolutions. 

While the U.S. Embassy in Bern is the primary point of action on this issue, I have been 
involved in this matter since a conversation last summer with then Ambassador M. Larry 
Lawrence. In several follow-up conversations with Embassy Bern by me and my staff in the 
U.S. Mission to the European Union, officials have told me about their efforts to urge openness 
and transparency in the review of dormant Holocaust-era accounts. I also have been in regular 
contact with Edgar Bronfman of the World Jewish Congress (WJC) and his top officials Israel 
Singer and Elan Steinberg, who have been the driving force behind this process. 

A number of steps have been taken recently by the State Department and other interested 
organizations. First, after the February 7 release by the Swiss Bankers Association (SBA) of its 
survey results, Embassy Bern Charge d'Affaires, Michael C. Polt, met with Heinrich Schneider 
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and Andreas Hubschmid, the Deputy Secretary General and the First Secretary in Charge of U.S. 
Relations of the SBA, respectively. Charge Polt urged the SBA to create an open and transparent 
process to expeditiously complete the researching of remaining accounts. Charge Polt had also 
expressed special concern about the fee ( 300 Swiss Francs-- more than$ 250 USD) charged for 
account searches, which SBA defended as necessary to distinguish inappropriate requests and 
significantly lower than the 2000 Swiss Francs ($ 1600) that a bank can charge. Charge Polt 
indicated that Embassy Bern would continue to follow the issue with vigor. 

Embassy Bern reported SBA's defense of its findings of a total of 38. 7 million Swiss 
Francs or $ 32 million (value calculated based on last date of activity in account) in dormant 
accounts opened by persons living outside Switzerland prior to May 8, 1945. SBA 
representatives stated that Switzerland was not nearly the important financial center prior to 
World War II that it is now. The SBA also pointed to earlier efforts undertaken to identify 
Holocaust victim accounts, including the return between 1945 and 1952 of 16 million Swiss 
Francs or$ 4 million (current value) to persons from German or German-occupied areas and, 
following a 1962 Federal Decree, the return of an additional 9.5 million Swiss Francs or$ 2 
million (the 1962 value) to owners/heirs or -- where none existed- to Jewish organizations. 

SBA officials also strongly defended the survey's integrity to Embassy Bern 
representatives. They noted the independence of the Ombudsman's Office that studied the 
dormant accounts and the completeness of the survey - nearly all member banks .in existence in 
1945 responded. 

Second, senior State Department officials met with Messrs. Schneider and Hubschmid of 
the SBA, and on several occasions with Swiss Embassy officials in Washington, to stress the 
need for transparency. 

Third, in response to inquiries from the WJC, the Swiss Parliament's Legal Committee 
has become involved. The Committee has consulted the SBA, the WJC, and the Swiss 
Federation of Jewish Communities. After consultations, the "Unclaimed Assets" working group 
of the Legal Committee recommended dividing consideration of individual claims from the more 
general issues raised by unclaimed assets. With regard to individual claims, the Committee 
noted that the SBA Ombudsman's Office, in concert with Jewish organizations, would have a 
private firm oversee its research activities. The Committee concluded that this arrangement 
would adequately safeguard the interests of individual claimants. The Committee stated, 
however, that it would revisit the activities of the Ombudsman's Office at a future date. 

With respect to the more general issue of unclaimed assets, the Committee recommended 
a closer examination of what has happened to assets deposited between 1933 and 1945 that 
remain ownerless, including the effectiveness of the 1962 Federal Decree on the treatment in 
Switzerland of assets belonging to foreigners or stateless persons persecuted on racial, religious, 
or political grounds. It also pointed to a need to clarify what constitutes appropriate action with 
regard to such assets. A meeting has been tentatively scheduled for May 2 between Charge Polt 
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and the Chairperson of the Parliamentary group in charge of the working group to discuss the 
issue further. 

Fourth, more recently, Embassy Bern reported that some of the misunderstanding 
regarding unclaimed assets from the World War II era may emanate from differing uses of the 
term, "Swiss bank." For example, recent press reports pointed to documents allegedly 
evidencing deposits of some $ 2.4 million by Romanian Jews in the Geneva-based Societe 
Generale de Surveillance (SGS). The SGS responded with a press release stating that it is 
not/was not a ''bank." Therefore, it is not a SBA member or subject to SBA regulations. SGS 
officials subsequently told Embassy Bern that the Chief Executive Officer of the SGS during 
World War II was a prominent Jewish citizen who "may" have allowed Jews to maintain 
commercial accounts. Following the SGS revelations, Charge Polt met with Ambassador Anton 
Greber, who is in charge of the Swiss government's inter-agency group addressing the issue. 
Charge Polt pointed out that the SGS affair confirmed the -need for a central process of 
investigation which would have a broad mandate to look into all possible remaining Holocaust 
victim assets, in whatever Swiss institutions might hold them. 

Regardless of the outcome in the SGS case, this kind of difference in definition and 
interpretation underscores the need for overall coordination of a complete review of any possible 
Holocaust-era assets in Switzerland - whatever the holding entity. The g~ed 
accounting of the situation is shared, I believe, by the U.S. government and the Government of 
Swi r . assy em contmues to press th~GclYemment.of:-Switzedand, most_~tly in 
an official demarche delivere~pril 12, on the need for a thorough airing and resolution -­
once and rorall - oftliisissue. We will continue our efforts with Swiss government 
representatives to encourage a fair and equitable resolution. 

There was a positive step taken by the SBA o~ril 9which I would like to note and for 
which I express our encouragement. In a letter to Israel SingeroftlieWJC, Mr. J.P. Chapuis, 
Secretary General of the SBA, and Mr. H. Schneider made several suggestions including the 
establishment of an independent commission to include distinguished members of the °Jewish 
community and authorization for the commission to retain an independent accounting firm and 
other experts as necessary to issue a final report on assets held by Swiss banks. We hope these 
will be positive steps toward resolution of the matter before us. We encourage all interested 
parties to work together to make this commission function in an effective manner that will ensure 
a fair and just result. 

I urge that we continue our initiative oo thr.e@4ronts -- gove~overnment 
discussions, government facilitation with international and local organizations, and the rapid 
resolution of the issue of distnbut10n of those accounts which have been discovered t~te and 
then the prompt distribution of assets, while continuing the ongoing investigations. 

On this final point, I believe that although the investigations should continue into 
property claims -- communal and private -- in Central and Eastern Europe, at this time the SBA 
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has identified approximately$ 32 million in dormant accounts opened by persons living outside 
Switzerland prior to May 8, 1945. It would be only just to establish expeditiously an open 
process to identify the owners/ heirs of such accounts. As they are identified, distribution should 
be made immediately without waiting for identification of the entire universe of claims. In 
addition, after all claimants have been identified, if excess funds exist, we should consider 
distributing these funds to Holocaust survivors in Central and Eastern Europe. We understand 
that the SBA is already considering distribution of this excess to charity, one of which would be 
Holocaust survivors. Perhaps prototypes can be gleaned from earlier restitution systems. Each 
day, some elderly populations live in the most meager and heart-rendering manner, hoping to live 
and to die with dignity, without what the elderly often describe as "being a burden" to their 
families. While there is no need to cease any activity in investigating further possibilities, let us 
quickly and efficiently assist this vulnerable population lest our delay deny them their deserved 
dignity in a life already filled with suffering. 

In closing, I would like to underscore that the United States government and this 
Administration will make every effort to ensure a full accounting and full transparency .to be 
certain that all funds which can be traced to victims of the Holocaust or survivors of Nazi 
persecution are rightfully returned to their owners and that any excess funds where no claims are 
made are distributed in the fairest way possible to benefit those who suffered the most during 
World War II. 

I look forward to working with this Committee toward achieving our shared goals and 
objectives. 
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Translation of article in Globes, Tel Aviv, April 29, 1996. 

UNANSWERED PRINCIPAL QUESTIONS 

At the Senate hearings in Washington last week, a number of important issues con­
cerning the identification of assets of Holocaust victims were raised and re­
mained without an answer. The absence of a solution to these questions may to a 
large extent decreaste the importance of the planned measures to locate the ac­
cou~ts. 

* According to the agreement, an independent accounting office to investigate 
the procedure of the banks' reearch into Holocaust victims' accounts is to be 
set up. The problem is that the six great international audit chains act as 
auditos of the important Swiss banks. And also smaller chains count Swiss banks 
among their clients. Therefore it might well be that it will be impossible to 
find an expert and well-reputed accounting office that can deal with the issue. 
One possible solution would be to rely on one of the larger Israeli audit firms, 
whose members are indeed involved with the international offices but do not deal 
directly with Swiss banks. 

* Circumstancial evidence indicate the possibility that a majority of the ac­
counts of Holocaust victims were closed by the Swiss banks in the 60s and the 
funds taken over by the banks, as Swiss legislation foresees in cases in which 
no contact with a client occurred for more than 20 years. The Bankers' Associa­
tion admits that this theoretical possibility exists but states that this did 
not take place. It is difficult to check whether this is so; and if accounts 
were in fact closed, it will be almost impossible to prove the original extent 
of the assets. 

* Senator D'Amato, in the course of the hearings, referred to the fact that 
many Jews used Swiss representatives in order to open accounts. In such cases 
the accounts might yet be active, though they would be held in the name of that 
Swiss citizen. Swiss legislation does not recognize the existence of such rep­
resentatives and stipulates that the holder of the account is its owner for all 
purposes. The accounts may thus remain in the hands of the representatives or 
their heirs and will never be identified. 

* An additional problem raised at the hearings and which remained without a 
reply is the question of valuables deposited in safe deposit boxes in Swiss 
banks. Such assets should remain in the safes until today, but the banks have 
not informed anything as to how they will - if they will at all - permit the 
identification of such safes. 
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Within the triumphant Wehrmacht formations 

that overran much of the Continent from 

September 1939 were specialist units poised to 

descend on the central banks in each country 

and confiscate all monetary gold in their vaults 

for the benefit of the expanding Reich. Aided 

by the swift pace of the Blitzkrieg, these units 

accomplished their mission with relative 

ease: the gold holdings of most central banks 

were known in banking circles before the 

war, and it was simply a matter of demanding 

access to central bank premises, verifying 

amounts, crating and shipping the gold to the 

Reichsbank in Berlin. Once in the hands of the 

Reichsba:nk and its expert staff, the confiscated 

gold was meticulously accounted for, some­

times resmelted to obscure its origins, and then 

transferred to such neutral nations as Sweden, 

Spain, Portugal, Turkey and above all Switzer­

land, for purchases vital to prosecution of the 

war. Gold ingots.and coins looted fom the cen­

tral banks of occupied Europe constituted in­

deed one of the Reich's most potent weapons, 

a liquid resource readily transmutable into 

scarce commodities, manufactured goods and 

other materiel for equipping the formidable 

German war machine . 
The scale of these operations was for that 

time gigantic: some $625 million in gold was 

stolen in the course of the war, approxim­

ately $330 million of which was recovered, 

frequently in dramatic circumstances, by the 

Allied forces at the end of hostilities. The 

balance, some $295 million, flowed into the 

neutral countries, again principally Switzer­

land, which des.pite increasing pressure from 

the Allies continued to pursue profitable com­

mercial ties with Nazi Germany, long after it 

became evident that the threat of invasion 

from an increasingly desperate Wehrmacht 

was no lon.ger credible. Gold continued to play 

an important role in international diplomacy 

after the war as well: the initial impulse to 

punish Switzerland and other neutrals for their 

lucr; •tive traffic in looted assets receded in the 

face of cold-war Realpolitik; the Tripartite 

Commission for the Restitution of Monetary 

Gold, established by Great Britain, the United 

States and France,,.relatively soon restored to 

West European central banks what could be 

recovered of their lost reserves . But the claims 

of regimes under Soviet domination further 

east were sturdily resisted, and have not to this 

day been fully settled. The Tripartite Commis­

sion. a 1945 relic still solidly frozen in the post­

ures and preoccupations of the cold war, goes 

on with its obscure tasks in Brussels; and with 

the hedgehog instincts of all such durable 

bureaucracies refused the author of Hitler's 

Gold access to its records, despite the re­

sour~~ful two-year campaign he mounted and 

has documented with the care evident through­

out his monograph. 
Although Arthur L. Smith, Jr, writes with 

sober restraint, the drama of his story emerges 

from the Reichsbank and other documents he 

has studied: it is not an edifying tale, recording 

as it does an unbroken, mutually profitable 

relationship throughout the war between the 

Reichsbank and leading Swiss bankers; deft 

dealing by the French, who saved their own 

gold reserves by obligingly handing over to the 

Germans Belgian and Polish gold confided 

to the Banque de France for safekeeping; 

Portugal's deliberate use of obviously re­

smelted stolen Dutch and Belgian gold; and 

enough unappealing characters and general 

chicanery to enliven several thrillers. 

Without editorial comment, Professor Smith 

also records the stream of deliveries by the SS 

to the Reichsbank, amounting to some $14 .5 

million in all, of gold and silver coins, jewel­

lery, dental gold; spectacles and banknotes, in 

neat packets and larger crates, some bear­

ing the identification marks "Lublin" and 

"Auschwitz". This treasure too was unpacked, 

sorted, carefully entered in the Reichsbank 

ledgers by a staff of twenty-five to thirty indi­

viduals, who "were advised not to inquire into 

the source" of the loot, and for the most part 

escaped any further inquiry after the war. We 

are told as well how the Bank for International 

Settlements in Basie, a unique central bankers' 

central bank, originally established to help 

clear First World War reparations and other 

debts, worked closely with the Reichsbank, 

swiftly complying when asked a few days after 

the German occupation of Prague to transfer 

Czech gold on its books to the Reichsbank 

account; but refusing to honour an analogous 

order by the central banks of Lithuania, 

Estonia and Latvia to transfer their assets to 

the Soviet Russian State Bank, on the grounds 

that the order had been issued under duress. 

Indeed, the Bank for International Settle­

ments, whose American President was able, in 

1942, with the help of the German and Italian 

authorities, to travel through occupied Europe 

to home leave in New York and back to Basie, 

made only feeble efforts to trace the origins of 

the gold that poured into its coffers throughout 

the war; and even after the war maintained that 

the burden of proof was on the Allies to iden­

tify gold as. looted before any negotiations 

could be initiated for its return. 

The story is not quite ended: some gold that 

disappeared in the last chaotic days of the 

Reich is still missing; the Tripartite Com­

mission has yet to return all its gold holdings to 

Poland, Czechoslovakia and Albania ; Soviet 

sources may now yield valuable information; a 

number of German and Swiss officials who 

could unfold many tales resolutely maintain 

silence despite the advancing years. Professor 

Smith has rescued an instructive chapter of 

history from comparative obscurity, or worse , 

the cinematic school of gold-bug sensational­

ists: he has written a serious, carefully 

documented work, which at least until the Tri­

partite Commission finally opens its archives 

will remain definitive for most of the period 

1938 to 1948. 



to en ssets 
Are Swiss banks holding on to money belonging to Holocaust 

victims? Edgar Bron/man Sr. and Alfonse D'Amato aim to find out . 

RETA BEER RENTS AN APARTMENT IN JACK­

son Heights, Queens, for $629 a month, 
and she works, even at her advanced 
age-she refuses to say exactly how ad­
vanced- as a guide for "VIP tourists" 
visiting New York City. She has very lit­
tle money, though she began her life in 
privilege as the daughter of a Roman­

ian-Jewish textile manufacturer who sent her to 

boarding school in Switzerland . He also sent his 
money to Switzerland, which, it turns out, was not 

a good idea. 
Over lunch at El Quijote, the musty Chelsea Ho­

tel restaurant where she brings her tour groups, Beer 

tells what happened to her father's money. 
"As chi ldren, we were told by my father over and 

over again, 'Don't worry, you're provided for in 

Swi tzerland,' "she says . Playing it safe, Beer's father 

kept very little money in Romania , squirreling most 

of it away into a numbered Swiss bank account. In 

1939, he became ill and, with his family, went to 

Budapest for treatment. He died there and the fam ­
ily was stranded ; the war had broken ou t . and the 

Nazi -allied government in Romania had seized thei r 

property. "We had no money, and my fa ther never 

Greta Beer of Jackson Heights, Queens: "As children we were told by my father over and 

told my mother the number of the account in Switzerland. We 

los t the factory. everything." 
She pauses for a moment to greet a waiter. "This is Adolfo," 

she says. "He 's my favorite, but he has to change his name. It 

reminds me of you-know-who." 
She returns to her story. The family, she says, moved to an­

other part of Romania and lived out the war there. She came 

to America in 195 1. never forgetting her father's invocation of 

th e family's secret Swiss fortune . Finally, in the early sixties , 

she and her mother vis ited Switzerland, where, she says, "we 

went from bank to bank. But we didn't have the number of the 

account. We could prove that I was my fa ther's daughter. but 

they would not say if my father had accounts with them . We 

were hi11ing up aga inst a wall ." 
Of course . there is no way of knowing for sure, in the absence 

of corroborat ing documentation, if Beer's story is true, and in 

that fa ct lies the Swiss advantage. It is the principal irony of her 

sto ry that 1he legendary Swiss secrecy pract ices, such as the as­

sign ing of numbers to accounts in lieu o f names, began in the 

thirties as a concession to the banks' jewish customers , who 

were k1okin g 10 protect their asse ts from the Germans. 

In any o ther country, a person in Beer's situa tion- in which 

a relative di ed in extraord inary circumstances-wou ld . after 

offerin g proof o f her own identity, be ab le to track down and 

n;covc r her family's asse ts. But the Swiss, many bel ieve. have 

been de libe ra tely unforthcoming. Holocaust survivor_ and 

heirs o f th e dead who have taken on the Swiss banks see no t 

ju s1 bureau cracy in their denia ls but greed. What else could 

ex plain . 1hey say, the fac t tha t of the 7 .000 claims fi led with 

Swi ~~ ba nks immediately after World War II by relatives o f 
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over again, 'Don't worry, you're provided tot- in Switzerland.' " 

murdered depositors, only 200 were settled? 
It is sometimes forgotten that in addition to being a geno­

cide unprecedented in scope and precision, the Holocaust was 

also the world's greatest robbery. Billions in Jewish wea lth 

were sto len outright by the Germans and their allies, and most 

of that wealth was never recovered. Tod ay. Jewish organiza­

tions and ind ividuals, partly spurred by the collapse of the So­

viet bloc, are engaged in a full -sca le effort to recover stolen 

buildings and possessions. And the Swiss are feeling the heat. 

They are also lea rning that it might have been wiser to con­

fro nt the issue a long time ago . Where they once found them­

selves ent reated by a group of anonymous jews with little or 

no documentation, the Swiss are now, half a century later, fac ­

ing an unlikely pair of power brokers-Edgar Bronfman Sr. 

and Alfonse D'Amato, who seem intent on making the vau nt ­

ed Swiss banking system sq ui1m . 
They might be succeeding. This week. Senator D'Amato is 

scheduled to hold Banking Comm ittee hearings on the Swiss 

questi on, and even before the heari ngs begin he is talk ing 

about sanctions. 
"We can do this the easy way. or we can do it the very hard 

way." says D'Amato, who has a sharp eye for sitting ducks. " If 

we get the proper response . we ·11 never get into the kind of 

sa ncti ons we could put into effect . . but all the sanctions arc 

a1 our disposa l. " 
Bronfman, the Seagram 's billionaire and president of the 

World lewish Congress. was asked by the late Israeli prime min ­

ister Yi tzhak Rabin last September 10 represent the Jewish peo­

ple in their claims agai nst the Swiss banks, and he has been do­

ing so with vigor. His name tends to open doors. especially in 



countries whose leaders are predisposed to believing that Jews 
wield extraordinary influence in world financial affairs. 

Bronf.:nan is ordinarily a discreet, behind-the-scenes play­
er, but he couldn't contain his anger at the Swiss Bankers 
Association . . 

"They've lied to me so directly and so often on this that 
I've had enough," Bronfman told New York. •rm not going 
to let them off the hook .. They've given us the usual kind of 
stonewalling. First, they said you had to have a death certifi­
cate. Someone with us screamed at them; 'Who should. sign 
it? Hitler?' ... This is a question of justice. You don't prof-
it off the Holocaust." • 

Bronfman and D' Amato were unimpressed 
with the announcement in ·February by th~ 
Swiss Bankers Association that a check of 
bank records had turned up $32. million in 
dormant accounts thought to• have belonged 
to Jews who died in the Holocaust, money they 
apparently hoped to use to settle claims. The 
Swiss announcement did not specify whether 
that figure included 60 years of interest or not, 

. and they still have not clarified the matter fo_r 
the World Jewish Congress, according· to 
Bronfman. And in any case, the number 
sounds extremely low. Bronfman thinks the 
banks niay well hold billions of dollars in de-

the association called for a new meeting with Bronfman and 
announced its intention to form an independent investigation 
panel-•includfug members of the Jewish community"-to 
scour Swiss banking records. "We and our members are 
deel11Y concerned that this important issue be approached and 
concluded in a sensitive, equitable, open, accurate, and pro­
fessional manner," the association's letter to the WJC reads. 

But Bronfman was unmoved by the letter, as was D' Amato. 
• °'I'm very suspicious of this group," Bronfman said. "I want 
this process to be verified at every step along the way." Said 
D' Amato: •rm not going to say all of a sudden that I'm going 

to take their good word on it.• 
The suspicion of Swiss maneuverings in this 
~ comes against the backdrop of a series of 
-revelations that strongly suggest that Switzer­
land was never the bastion of neutrality in 
World War II it appeared to be. 

posits made directly by Jews ·and in deposits of £.dpi- iraafm. Sr., belalDd-Cbe-
stolen Jewish money made by Nazis. Newly. sc:eaes mociil;talres ci. lbe Swiss. 

The whole question of Jewish assets held by 
Swiss banks was revived in a book published 
by a Swiss Jewish historian last year entitled 
Switzerland and the Jews 1933-1945, and in­
terest in the issue has been piqued further by 
the stack of Operation Safehaven reports. The 
SO-year-old documents, many now in· the 
hands of • D' Amato's Banking Committee, 
paint a picture of possible Swiss complicity 
with the Nazis, including, WJC officials sus­
pect, the knowing hoarding of looted wealth 
in the waning days of the war. declassified American-intelligence documents 

from Operation Safehaven-a U.S. effort to 
track Nazi assets conducted at the war's end­
tend to support the view that more money is at 
stake than the Swiss are letting on. These doc­
uments, many of them stiil being analyud at 
the National Archives, are the ammunition 
D' Amato says he will use against the Swiss. 

One such Safehaven document -contains a 
list of 182 accounts, "owned principally by 
Jewish persons," held in a single Swiss finan­
cial institution that in 1996 dollars would be 
worth about $29-million, according t0 the 
WJC. The disposition of these accounts is un­
known. It is one of the questions the ·WJC 
wants answered by the Swiss, who don't ap­
pear eager to take on their new adversary. 

"First they said 
you had to 

have a death 
certificate, " 

·said Bron/man. 
"Someone with us 
screamed, 'Who 
should sign it, 

Hitler?' " 

One such Safehaven document, dated 
A.pril 21, 1945, describes the activities of 
mysterious truck convoys guarded by S.S. 
·troops that moved · only at night through 
Austria on the way to Switzerland. An infor­
mant reported that the trucks were "believed 
to be carrying food stuffs, looted property, 
machinery and the like." 

Another document places an adviser to Her­
mann Goring in Switzerland in the last days of 
·the war. The year before, the document states, 
the adviser "carried out an important financial 
transaction for [the S.S.]. This concerned the 
conversion of a large amount of French francs 
into Swiss francs and was of sufficient impor­
tance temporarily to affect the rate of ex-

Bronfman was left with the distinct impression after a sit­
down with Swiss-bank negotiators last fall that they were 
trying to buy off his group. • 

"I think they were trying to bribe us with this $32 million," 
says Bronfman. "They were absolutely shocked when I said we 
weren't interested in the money but in the process." 

A spokesman for the Swiss Bankers Association could not 
be reached for comment, and a lawyer for the group, Marc Co­
hen·, a special counsel at the impeccably connected Washing­
ton firm of Wilmer, Cutler and Pickering, declined to be inter­
viewed. Oscar Knapp, the economics minister at the Swiss 
Embassy in Washington, says that his government is eager to 
learn just how much Jewish money is hidden away in his coun­
try's banks, but he called Bronfman's estimate of billions "very 
exaggerated," even accounting for accrued interest: He sug­
gested that the Swiss government sees a public-relations dis­
aster brewing in the bank imbroglio, however, and wants to 
see the matter settled. "There is no winning this case for the 
Swiss banks," he concedes. 

The Bankers Association seems to be acquiring an under­
standing of the importance of appearances, and late last week, 
just a few days before the committee hearing was set to begin, 

Photogrnph by AP/Wide World Photos. 

change." 
Yet another wartime document is entitled "Objectionable Ac­

tivities of Two Leading Swiss Banks During 1944," one of them 
being Credit Suisse. "Credit Suisse, Zurich, is the most frequent 
violator of the Allied Code of Conduct concerning Swiss banks. 
... The following intercepts ... show that Credit Suisse per­
formed activities on behalf of the Nazis." 

To what extent did Swiss banks knowingly serve as deposi ­
tories for looted wealth? The Senate hearings would be the 
most searching attempt yet to answer that question. For the 
World Jewish Congress, however, the amount of money that 
may be involved is less important than the principle underly­
ing the restitution campaign. 

"Money is money, and I'm never going to deny that money 
is important, but this is a moral outrage," Bronfman says. 
"These·people think they can get rich off victims of the Holo­
caust, and that's disgusting." 

For Greta Beer in Jackson Heights-who needs to pay the 
rent-principle is at stake, too. 

"My father put his money in Switzerland because it was a 
bastion, it was a citadel, it was a 'neutral' country," she says. 
"This was my father's money." -
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Dr. Israel Singer 
World Jewish Congress 
501 Madison Avenue, 17th 
New York, NY 

Dear Israel: 

July 8, 1993 
19 Tarnmuz 5753 

floor 
10022 

I'm sorry for the delay in getting back to you regarding 
the Abayudaya group and David Levine's plea in their 
behalf. Between my travels and finding time to discuss 
this matter with the proper staff members, who also travel 
constantly, it took some doing to discuss this situation. 

This is an area of concern which is beyond our financial 
frame. Ev~n the request for a rabbinical student is not 
as simple as it appears. 

You ought to know that one of our staff members is 
familiar with the situation in Uganda. The bottom line is 
we do not believe this endeavor is one we should be 
pursue. 

Sorry for the negative response. I am sure you 
understand. 

With warm regards from house to house, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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From the desk of 

Dru Greenwood 
Commission on Reform Jewish Outreach 
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World Union For 
Progressive Judaism 

n□liJn□ nllil'"J 'IJ"JllJil ll,:\'r'<il 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel 94101 • 2-203-452 
FAX# (212) 517-3940 FAX# 2-203-446 

June 21, 1993 

FROM: Rabbi Clifford M. Kulwin 

TO: Dru Greenwood 

Thank you for the correspondence regarding the Abayudaya community. 
It is a situation with which I am somewhat familiar. 

It will probably come as no surprise to you that my own opinion is 
that the proper course of action is benign neglect. This has 
nothing to do with any movement political matters (e.g. turf, 
ishut, etc.) but is based simply on what I consider the merits (or 
lack thereof) of the case. I might also add that I do not doubt 
Mr. Levine's account. 

Engaging in an effort such as Mr. Levine requests involves 
assumption of a very large responsibility. It is not fair to 
"tease" a group of this nature without being prepared to marshall 
the resources necessary to follow the effort all the way through. 
What may start with a three month visit by a rabbinical student 
could ultimately reach its logical fruition with an airlift to 
Israel. Who will be prepared to sponsor all of this? If a 
commitment cannot be made to go all the way, is it just even to 
begin? 

Further, it is impossible to judge what the impact of more formal 
Jewish contact will have on their living situation. How will 
tribes and other groups around them react? What will the 
government have to say? One may argue that their spiritual 
fulfillment will be enhanced but, even if they say that is what 
they want, is that proper at the expense of their general welfare? 
(And how does one evaluate such matters reliably?) Similarly, we 
Jews are essentially Western and middle class. If this group is 
to be brought into the Jewish people, the cultural conflicts to 
overcome will be awesome. Again, who will be responsible? 

There are also political considerations within the Jewish world. 
Would such an effort, coming from the Reform movement, have an 
impact upon the movement in Israel? or anywhere else in the world? 
I can easily imagine ways in which news of a Reform effort of this 
nature could be used against us in Russia. 

Finally, there is an awkward cast to the allocation resources in 
such a direction when there are so many truly needy Jews already 
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situated within the mainstream of the Jewish community. Are we 
entirely comfortable with the notion that funds which go to Uganda 
could have been used in Russia to create another religious school 
or establish another congregation, and that in a place which is 
clearly working its way toward communal self-sufficiency in the 
world's third largest Jewish community? 

Dru, I could flesh all of this out a good deal but I hope have made 
my point clearly. I do not think this is an endeavor worth 
pursuing. If you wish I will be happy to discuss this matter 
further. For now, please let me know if the UAHC leadership 
continues its deliberation of the matter. 

Sincerely, 



FROM: 

TO: 

COPY: 

. -----
.I 

Ma v 4, 1993 

Rabb i Alexander M. Schindler 

Dru Greenwood 

The enc losed i n t ri gues me . Is t h e r e a nything you think 

can be done for these people t o bring them officially into 

the Jewish fold? If you have an y tho ughts, by all means 

get in touch with me . 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
SERVING REFORM JUDAISM IN NORTH AMERICA 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212) 249-0100 



~v_ 
'w'orl d Je·vv i si-i Con g,-es s 

International Deper-unen t of lnfotTria ti on 

50 1 Madi son Avenue 
1 7U-1 Fl 001-

N e Vv' '/ o r k ., ~✓ '/ 1 0 0 2 2 

Dear Sir /r'1adam: 

~ :1 ,- , 7 
I ✓ ~._.i 

My narne is David Levine . I arn e Peace Cot-ps volunteer- teact·1ing ci\,, il 

engineer•ing at a technical college outside of i1bale , Uganda . A fe "vv rr1onU-1 s 

ago I was introduced to a cornrnuni ty of African Jews known as the 

Abayudaya . An American college student from Brown Uni ver-si ty narned 

Matt1·1ew Meyer recently wrote to you describing his encounter ·v·v·ith the 

Ab a y u day e w t1 i 1 e spend i n g tli e fa 11 s e rn es t et- s tu d y i n g i n n e i g 1·1 b o ,- i n g f( en ya. 

too have hed the great personal sat i sf action of becorni ng friends vv·i t1·1 t1·1e se 

peop 1 e, to have at tended Shabbat services with thern , and to be ·vve l corned 

into tr,ei r t1omes wi U1 vveirTn hospita 1 ity . 

Sl10t-t 1 y after I was introduced to U1e Abayudaya, I was st·1ovvT1 pt·1otos of 

Matt's visit along v,;ith t1·1e 1•iistorical account of tt;e comrnunity (·written by 

I srae 1 i Arnbassadot- to Kenya, Mr. A rye Oded and sent to you by Matt) and 

copies of news ar-ticles ·vvTitten about ti-1e cornrnunity frorn Canadian an1j 

Brit i st·1 Jewish news j outT1a 1 s. Latei-, U-1e co,Y1rnun1ty e 1 der-s add r- 2. ssed :r:e 1 n 

their native Luganda language relating the stor-y of 1·1o w Sarnei Kakungulu U-1e 

(founder of the Jevvi st1 cot·nmuni ty sorne 75 years ago) 1·1ad fa 11 en out w i U-1 

Crit-istianity when he wa s a tt-ibal ct•iieftan as si s ting t11e Briti sh in pa c ifying 

othet- peoples and r-egions of t11e country . His rejection of U-1e ct•iristian Bible 

1 e d hi rn to study the 01 d Tes tarn en t and event u a 11 y to obs e t-v e J e vv· i s 1·1 cu st o rn s 

and holidays. Kakungulu's meetings wiU1 other Jews travelling U-1rnugt·1 

Uganda enabled hirn to lean1 rnore of Jevvish rituals t1·1an he rnigt·,t ot1·1erwise 

l1ave learned on his own. Alt11ougt·1 t11is story is well documented in Mr. Oded's 

account, to t1ear this stot-y proudly to 1 d to me by the comrnunity e 1 ders (many 

of wl10rn fondly remember Kakungul u from the days of Brit i sl1 colonial ml e) 

was truly an interesting t•ii story 1 esson . Perhaps it is more interesting vvhen 

one considers the fa c t U-1 at to U: is day U1~and ans of all tribe s and of all age s 

are aware and acknowledge Kakungul u·s significant po 1 it i ca 1 ac con-ip 1 i s1·1-

ments even if they don't realize t11at l1e abandoned Cr,ristianity for Judaisr·n. 

As I came to know t11e cornmunit\,.l better, I came to undet-stand the 

Abayudaya·s i ncredi bl e eagen1ess to practice t,-,ei r f aitr1 and to l earT1 n·1ore of 

Judaism. Vet, it is true t11at t11eir desire to be better Jews is t·1arnpered in 

that they themselves are avv·are U-1ot t1·1e outside Je ·wist·1 ·vvorld doe s no t 

recognize them as being Je ·vvisl·1 as no one frorn tlie commun i t y t·1a s e'l''e1- been 

formally converted . In spite of tt•iis and t1·1eir- isolation fro1r1 U-1e i-est. of t1·1e 
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Jl3'v'v'iSli 'vVOrld., thE:y contir,uE: to obsc=i-·v·c: tt·,e SabbaU-1 c,n Sot;_;njCJ~. t_c, o~,.::,r::i .. , .. •e 

, Je·Nisl·1 1·1olideiys, tc, ce]ebi-atc= ca,- CJ/"1u Bat r--liL.:'v'Ot, to cirCi.ff(1Ci.::,t; :.: ·,,:,jj· i~Oui·1g, 

to gi·v·e Jevv·isl·1 b1t,1ic.:il r,arl°,1:;.; tu t:·,eL- c:•,ildren. to s,i-, 14 .;c,1·11~-=· 1n r:r:: ~, i-c:\··i. ,::ir·,i:~ 

str-i 'v'e to 1 earn rr1c,1-c: of Judu1 .;1r1 . -;-i ·1 e cor·i",ff1i trnent tei Jud.::i1-=,i·i·, t:·,o~. t:·,e. 1J 

displJlJ is a ter(,.:ii-~ab1c c: ~:Cii·n ple ur t:·it: p1j\•·v·e1· of :·1u1r,a1·, p1:;i·-=-c\-' r.::i· ,::ir,c.e oi·i,::; 

fait11 . 
I arn writing to your orgar,izcition at t.1•iis time to urge you to 1,·, ·,:e-=;ti1}::ite 

ways of furthering t11e Abayudaya·s Je·•iY'ist·1 i=ducation pert·,aps e\: ent Licilly 

1 ea di n g to f u 11 con v e rs i on of the corn rn uni t ~. Fro rn your di st ant c, fr 1 c e back 1 n 

u·1e states you rn.:iy questic,n u•,eir c0n-i1•nitrnent. des1r·e and rr,ayb1:: tt·1e1i­

rnoti\1ation . I do r,ot. l 1·1a·,,. e attendi=d s:·,abbat si=r·v·ices ·v·v•ith U-11:; !·i", ~,2.fu1·e Jnd 

after long walks to and fror·n their· synagogue under u·1e t·1ot equ,stor!a, sun . I 

t1a'v' e been ·vve 1 corned in to their· ff,ud :·,u t t·iotr,e s and offered rnuct·, ;-nc,;-e 

t1ospitJlity t11an 11·,ave ever qi'v'en. : ho\ie had long co,Yv'ersations ·.,:•iiU•, ti·;ern 

about Judai srn, Atneri ca , I stat: 1. Ugar,dei. and dozens of other tGp! cs . r-1os t 

irnportantl!:L I trn•v·e be1:;n ·v·v·elcorned into t11eir li•,,-es s1rr-,ply because : an-1 a 

fellow Jew and they so desperately ·vvant to rnake cor,tact ·vv1u·1 oU-,er Jev·t'S. 

Adrnittedly, I haven't been much of a pr-acticing Jew over the last se',;eral 

ye a rs and haven· t been ab 1 e to tea c I, tt·, e rn rn u c 1·1 of Jud ct i s rn. I n fa c t .• a nu rn be r­

o f the cornmunfty members have a kno ·vvledge of prayer, custorns, and t•,istory 

that surpasses my o·vvn. Tt·1ese peop 1 e are poor by our standards and ·v·y·i 11 

a l'vvays be so. Judaism is their source of strengt1·1 tt·,a t enab 1 es tt·,ern to 

cont i nu e tli e i r 1 i v es i n t-ia pp i n es s i n spite o f u-, e i r i so 1 ei ti on and u-, e 

persecution and abuse t1·1at t1·1eL{ve previous I y endured. 

Tl1e Abayudaya l1o •y•e str-ugqled to raise funds for· U-;e cornpl2.tion of tt·,eir 

par-ti a 11 y finished br•i ck Sl:jnagogue. The~ t·,ave s trugq 1 ed to 1 aJtT1 ri-,or c of 

Judaism and to be united ·vvi th tt·1e ·v·v·or1 d'Ni de Jevv•i st·, cornrnunity. I 1·io-.i8 

pledged to 1·1elp thern act•;ie'v'e t1·1esa goals ctnd to assist Mattl·,ev·i 1·1E:yer ;n t•1is 

efforts. I request that tl·,e 'v·./otld Jevv·ish Congr1::ss consider U-1E: ~,c,ssit,ilit~ of 

sending a rJbbi (perl·,aps a recently qradu.:ited rabbinical student) to 1iv•e 

a rn on gs t tt1 e Ab a y u day o, t o ad u ca t e on d to f o 1Tn a 11 y con\/ e rt tt·i e n-1. 

Alternative 1 y, tt·,ere is o pr·orni sing young rnan of t1·1e corni·nt.rnit1~ 'r'·r"ho 

practices Judaisrn ·v·v·ith ZE:al and eilr·eady knovv·s J fair amount or Hebi-e ·y·v· (not 

an easy thing to learn t·,ere in tlH:i rniddle of Africa) and ·v·v·ou1d rnake a fine 

r-abbi t•iirnself. Sending t•iirn to tabbinicctl scl·,ool .,iv·ould be .an option . : :·iope 

that you will be able to off er sorne forrn of ass1stance to t:·,e Abayudaya . l'rn 

certain that anything you can do ·v·v•ill be received vvith great Joy and 

appreciation. If you t,eve any questions or suggestions please feel free to 

contact Met thew Meyer at: 

Box 5909 
Brovvn University 
P r-o vi den c e, R I O 2 9 1 2 
(unt i 1 early May) 

220 1 Gi 1 pin Avenue 
Vv'i 1 mi ngton, De 1 a·v·v·ai-e 19606 

P 1-, u· r·,.:, # . ( 7 0,..., \ C c::' ..... C c:. br 7 
I ._, . ~ L,'U...JL ··1_1u J 

(after early 11JLJ) 



L •. 

Uganda Te c 1·1 n i ca 1 Co 11 e g e - E 1 g c, n 
P.O. Box 940 
Mbale .. Uganda 
East Africa 
(until late July) 

Your attention to this matter vvi11 be most greatly appreciated. 

David Le'v'i ne 
U.S. Peace Corps Vo 1 unteer 



Dr. Israel Singer 
World Jewish Congress 

May 4, 1993 
13 Iyar 5753 

501 Madison Avenue 17th Floor 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Israel: 

Thank you for sending me David Levine's letter 
concerning the Abayudaya group in Uganda. I will send 
it around to some of our Outreach and other pertinent 
departments to see whether something can be done. 

If so, I will get in touch with you, or perhaps David 
Levine directly. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

c~ H~ ~;t:c! 

~~ 
VJ\..U-~~ ~✓• 
-yn~ ~ ' . 
R.a-~ l~ (,4~ 
R~ 1~Jld--r~ 
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May 4, 1993 

FROM: Rabb i Alexander M. Schindler 

TO : 

COPY: 

The enclosed intrigues me. Is there anything you think 

can be done f o r these people to bring them officially into 

the ,Jewish fold? If you have any thoughts, by all means 

get in touch with me. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
SERVING REFORM JUDAISM IN NORTH AMERICA 
838 FIFTH AVENUE , NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212) 249-0100 



~ 'v·/ orld Je'vvisl·1 Congrnss 

International Depar-tr·nent of lnfonnation 

50 1 Madi son Avenue 
17U-1 Floor-
Nevv· ''l°ot-k, N'/ 1 0022 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

April ◄ 7 1 1-, f- •7 
I., .. /, I ~ ✓._, , 

My name is David Levine . I arn e Peace Corps 1,101 unteer teacl1i ng ci '11i l 

en g i nee r•i n g at a tech n i ca 1 co 11 e g e outs i de of i1 b a 1 e, Uganda. A few rn on th s 

ago I was introduced to a cornrnunitw of A f r-i can Jews known as U-1e 

Abayudaya . An American college student from Brown Universit y narned 

Mat thew Meyer recently YvTote to you descr-i bing Iii s encounter ·v·v•i U-1 the 

Abayudaya wl,il e spending tl,e fa 11 semester- studying in nei g1·1bot-i ng f(enya. 

too have had the great persona 1 sat i sf action of becot·(ii ng friends vv i t1·1 Uiese 

p e op 1 e, to Ii a 1,1 e attended Sh ab bat s e rv i c es wit r1 the rn, and to be vv el corned 

into tr1ei r homes with vvatTn hospita 1 ity . 

Sl1or-t 1 y after I was introduced to the Abeyudaya, I was st·1own pl·1otos of 

Matt ·s Yi sit a 1 ong vvith the Iii stori ca 1 account of the comrnunity (vvTi tten by 

Israeli Ambassador to Kenya, Mr. Arye Oded and sent to you by Matt) and 

cop i es of news a rt i c 1 es written about the corn rn unity fro rn Can ad i an and 

Brit i st·1 Jewish news J ourna 1 s. Late;-, t1·1e co,Y1rnun1ty el de,-s addressed rn :? in 

their native Luganda 1 anguage r-e 1 at i ng tlie stor-y of liow Sarnei Kakungul u tlie 

(founder of tlie JeYv"i sli cornmuni ty some 75 years ago) lied fa 11 en out wi U-1 

Chr-i sti anit!:J wl,en r1e was a tribe 1 cr1i ef tan assisting tlie Brit i sli in pacifying 

other- peoples and r-egions of tlie countr-y . His reJection of t11e c1•ir-istian Bible 

l e d hi m to study the O l d Test a rn en t and e 1,1 en tu a 11 y to observe Jew i s 1·1 customs 

and ho l i d a !d s. Kaku n g u l u • s me e ti n gs w i tli other Jews tr-a 1,1 e 11 i n g u·1 rn u g 11 

Uganda enabled him to learn rnore of Jewish rituals U-1an l1e migl·1t ot11er-vvise 

l1a1,1e learned on his own. Although this story is well documented in nr. Oded's 

account, to hear this story pr-oudl !d told to me b!:J the community e 1 ders (many 

of whom fondly remember Kakungul u from the da!JS of Brit i sli colonial r-ul e) 

was truly an interesting Iii story 1 esson. Perhaps it is more interesting wr1en 

one considers the fact U-1at to U: i s day Ugandans of all tribes and of all ages 

are aware and acknowledge Kakungul u·s significant po 1 it i ca 1 acconw 1 i st·,­

rnents even if they don't realize that lie abandoned Crir-istianity for Judaisrn. 

As l came to know the cornmuni tw better, I came to under-stand U-1e 

Abayudaya·s i ncredi bl e eagerness to practice tliei r f aitr1 and to 1 earn n·1ore of 

Judaism. Vet, it is tr-ue t11at their- desire to be better Jews is t·,arnpered in 

that Hley themselves are a·Nare that t1·1e outside Jewish ·vvorld does not 

recognize them as being Je·Ni s1·1 as no one f rnrn Uie cornmun it !:l 1·,as 8'1'' t:r been 

f orrnall y converted. In spite of this and t1·1ei r i sol at ion f rorn Hie ms t of U1e 
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., 
Jevv·isl1 vvorld .. t1·1ew cont,i·1 ut:: to obse:i"'"'e tt·1e Sabbath un '.::;eit 1_;r dcn.1. Lu ot,-=-c;· ·.,. e 

Je vv·ist·11·1olidoys, tc, celebrate Ca1· ei1·1d Ceil f1 i tz\1ot , to ci1·c 1.ffi"1Ci.:,f. u·1r:.1,· ;~ ,=ii.mg. 

to gi ve Jew· i sl"i ti i ti; i c ci l r1 a1"i""1s; t c, t:·1e 11· c. :·1 i l d1·e n, to s 1 ;·1l4 -=· c, 1·1 ,~ -=· 11·1 } : r:: t,i -c -.,.-., .. ,::ir1i::; 

strive to 1 earn rn c, r c of J Lid u; .; 1r1 . -;- :·12. co 1·i"11·n i t 1r1 en t t o ._: i.i d 61 -=· ,·1·1 ~-:·1 o :. t:·1 e l1 

display is a 1·e1·n.:ii-~ab:c: 2:,.;ei;·i"1p l8 0 r t 1·1s po ·-,·v er- of lw1·n ,s1·1 ps r::.c'"'r::r·,::ir·,c.r:: oi·1u 

faitl1. 
I arr1 wr-iting to your 01·gei r1i ZC1tion at t1•1is time tour-qt: you t o 1i·1v'f.::. ~.i 1~,::it e 

Yv'61:JS of furt11ering tile Abayudaya's Je ·,,.-y· i.;h 1:;ducation pe1·hap s E: \.-2,·,:_Li,::i ;1 y 

leading to full conversion of t:·1e co1·nrr1unittJ Fror·n your distar·1t c, f f; ce t,a ck 1n 

t:·1e states you rneiy question thci1• ,:on-1ff1itn-1ent .. des11·e and n-1a 1=1 t11:; t: ·1e ;;­

rnoti·"·ation. I do riot. : 1·10 \12 eitt.ended '.:,i•1at1bat ser··v•ic2s \-'v•ith th,:::; 1·r1 t, 2. f ei1·s Jnd 

after· long v\1alks to arid frnn·1 u·12i 1· sL)na9ogue under· Hie 1·1ot cqu ,st 1=d-i ol ::.un. I 

1·1a 'v'e been we l corned in to U-1 e i ,- ri-,ud :·1u t homes and offered rnucl·, 1·nc,r·2. 

l1ospi tol i ty t11an I 1·1ave e· ... ·er· qi '✓ en. : 1·1a•,/e 1·1ad long con ·v•ersat ion.:, \Y i t h t.:·1err1 

ebou t Juda i srn, A1·ne1·i ca, Is 1·a 1:: 1. Ugar·1dCJ, and dozens of o tl"i1::t" tG p 1 c.; _ i"los t 

importantl!:L I ha\:e been ·-Ne1com1::d into t11eir li',/e.; s11·r"1pl~ beca u.;e i a1·1·1 a 

f e 11 ow J e w and they so des per a tel y wan t to rn a k e co rit a c t 'v'v' i u·1 o t her· , _ _: e '-h's. 

Ad rn it t e d 1 y, I t1 ave t"i' t been rn u c 1·1 of a pr· a c ti c i n g Jew over u-, e l as t s e '•/er a l 

ye a rs and haven· t been ab l e to tea c 11 u·1 em rr1 u c 11 of Jud a i s m. I n fa c t . a nu rn be r· 

of U'"18 cornrnunity rnembers have a f(nowledge of pra~er· .. custorns _, and t•1istorld 

t11at surpasses rny o·vvT1. Tl·1ese people an3 poor· bJd our- standards and V·ii1l 

always be so . Judaisrn is U-1eir source of st1·engU-1 U-1at enables thern to 

con ti nu e U-1 e i r l i v es i n 1-, a pp i n es s i n spite of the i r i so l ei t i on and t1·1 e 

persecution and abuse U-1at tl"1e;fv'e previously endu1-ed . 

The Ab a y u day a ri a 'v' e s t r-u g g l e d to rn i s e funds f o ,- the c o rn pl e t i on o f u·1 e i ,­

pa r•t i a 11 y finished brick synt1gogue . Tr1e~ have str-uggled tc, l2.JrT1 n·1oi·c: of 

Judaism and to be united vv•i t1·1 t1·1e worl d'Ni de Jewi s1·1 con-1n-1uni t.1:1 . I 1·ia ·1:e 

pl edged to 1·1 el p t11 e rn a c t·1 i e \/ e U-1 es e goal s and to ass i st r-1 at t 1·1 e ·v·-i r·; eye r ; n 1·Ji s 

efforts. I request U-1Gt the 'v'./01-ld Jevv·ish Congr1:;ss conside,- t:·1e ~,c,ssit1ility of 

sending a robbi (per1·1aps a ,·ecent I y g,-adueiled r·abtii ni cal student:; lei ; i l'·e 

arnongst t11e Abayudayo , to educate and to fG1Tnally con\1ert U-1ern. 

Alternatively, U-1ere is o prnmising young 1r1C1n of U-1e cornrnunit1~ v·/1·10 

practices Judaism ·vvit1•1 Z1:;ul and eilr·eady knovv·s o fair amount oi" Hebi"E:'-/"' (not 

an easy thing to learn 1·1et·e in the 1·niddle of Africa) and 'Nould make ,s fine 

r-abbi t·Jirnself. Sending t•iirn to rabbinicGl scl·1ool ·'/·v·ould be 6(1 optiGn. : :·iope 

t11at you vvi 11 be able to off er sotne f otTn of Gssi s lance to t:·1e Abayudaya. 1 ·n-1 

certain that anything you can do 'Ni 11 be received •wi u·1 great _i oy and 

appreciation. If Jd0U 1·1ave an1:1 questions or suggestions pl ease feel r ree to 

contact Matt1·1ew Meyer at: 

Box 5909 
Brovvn University 
Prnvi dence, RI 02912 
(until early May) 

220 1 Gilpin Avenue 
'• ·1 • t D l 111 ("'\u-O6 w 1 rn1 ng on, e a·Nare ";) 

PI-IL"1r·1.:. # . ( 7 0-'"'\CC' -'"\ __ cb,:: br 7 
\J . ....) L,'LI._IL 1_1 - · 

(after· early ,1,3 l.1 ) 



.. 
I CGn be (E:achE:d 6 t : 

Uganda T 8 Ct·, n i Ca 1 CO 11 8 g 8 - E 1 Q G n 

P.O. Box 940 
1'1bal e .. Ugenda 
East Africa 
(until late July) 

Vour attention to trii s met let- vv·i 11 be rnost greatly appreciated. 

Si ncerel ~ ,,,. ,,, 

~t;J -4~G 
David Levi n1:: 

U.S. Peace Corps Vo 1 unteer-
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February 15, 1991 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex, 

We've just returned from the WJC Executive meeting in 
Jerusalem and your February 13 letter to Edgar just crossed my 
desk. 

Edgar is out of New York right now, so until he gets back 
I hope you don't mind if I address the substance of your letter 
since it deals with the American Section by and large. 

I'm sometimes accused of being too straightforward for my 
own good, but at the risk of continuing in that manner, you' 11 
forgive me if I say that I think you are being misinformed by 
someone. The policy questions you appropriately raised were 
formally taken up in consultations of the American Section. 

Let me begin with the second item in your letter -- Soviet 
Jewish emigration to Germany. On December 27 Ben Meed, the 
President of the World Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors, 
wrote a letter to Edgar as WJC President on this subject and 
asked for action (I've attached this now famous letter). Whether 
one agrees or disagrees with the letter, it was carefully worded 
so that it is unfair to suggest that it "condemns those Soviet 
Jews who chose to live in Germany." It asks the WJC to oppose 
a policy of encouraging mass settlement of Soviet Jews in 
Germany. 

The letter was considered by the regional branches of the 
WJC. The Executive Committee of the American Section met on 
January 2 where the letter was taken up. The Executive members 
at that meeting were: Rabbi Louis Bernstein, Jacob 
Krasner-Davidson, Charlotte Jacobson, Moshe Kagan, Jacob Katzman, 
Leon Levi, Rabbi Marc Schneier, Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld, Evelyn 
Sommer, Israel Singer, Elan Steinberg, Jacques Torczyner. 

Member Organiz.alions of the American Section: 

AMERICAN GATHERING OF JEWISH HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS; AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS; AMERICAN JEWISH LEAGUE FOR ISRAEL; AMERICAN 
SEPHARDI FEDERATION; AMERICANS FOR PROGRESSIVE ISRAEL; AMIT WOMEN; ASSOCIATION OF REFORM ZIONISTS OF AMERICA; B'NAI ZION; CENTRAL 
CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS; EMUNAH WOMEN OF AMERICA; FEDERATION OF POLISH JEWS; FEDERATION OF RECONSTRUCTIONIST 
CONGREGATIONS AND HA VUROT; HADASSAH; HERUT ZIONISTS OF AMERICA; BIAS; INTERNATIONAL NETWORK OF CHILDREN OF JEWISH HOLOCAUST 
SURVIVORS; JEWISH NATIONAL FUND; LABOR ZIONIST ALLIANCE; MERCAZ; NATIONAL COUNCIL OF YOUNG ISRAEL; NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE 
SISTERHOODS; NORTH AMERICAN JEWISH STUDENTS' NETWORK; PIONEER WOMEN/NA'AMAT; POALE AGUDATH ISRAEL OF AMERICA; RABBINICAL 
ASSEMBLY; RELIGIOUS ZIONISTS OF AMERICA; UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS; UNION OF ORTHODOX JEWISH CONGREGATIONS OF 
AMERICA; UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA; WIZO-USA; WOMEN'S LEAGUE FOR CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM; WORKMEN'S CIRCLE; WORLD FEDERATION 
OF HUNGARIAN JEWS, U.S.A. DIVISION; ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 
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The meeting endorsed the letter as did separately the regional branches 
from Latin America, Asia-Pacific, and Israel. On the next day, January 3, 
the entire American Section was circularized by letter informing them of 
this decision (attached) and indeed at the general meeting of the American 
Section on January 28, endorsement of the letter was reaffirmed. 

The New York Times wrote an article on the letter and correctly stated 
it was a letter sent to the WJC which had been endorsed by regional branches 
of the WJC. The article explicitly and correctly stated that the WJC as 
a body had not taken a position on the matter. In fact, our Jerusalem 
international Executive meeting of the last three days (which unfortunately 
you could not attend) reacting principally to the situation created by 
the Gulf War, did not take this or certain other important subjects up. 

Turning not to your initial complaint about our position and press 
re leas e on Vatican d i p l omat i c recognipon of Israel. He r e let me react to 
your first sentence by saying "fair /LJ . " Our position, both that of the 
American Section and the WJC internationally, is that which we supported 
and is the position of IJCIC as a whole. 

This position was enunciated by Seymour Reich as IJCIC chairman to the 
media after the meeting with the Pope in December, namely, "The Vatican 
cannot normalize its relations with the Jewish people until it normalizes 
its relations with the Jewish State." 

I am hurt that you state that our press release says "in effect that 
historic Vatican announcements on anti-Semitism don't mean anything unless 
and until the Vatican recognizes Israel." I am hurt for two reasons. 

First, 
the release 
but we do 
relations. 

it doesn't say that. To the 
says "Vatican condemnation of 
not accept such condemnation 

contrary the reference to this in 
anti-Semitism is very important," 
as a substitute for diplomatic 

Secondly, I am hurt because of the importance we attached, and 
dispensing with modesty, the role we played in securing this very Vatican 
condemnation of anti-Semitism. I say this, because as a participant at the 
International Liaison Committee meeting in Prague where the key Vatican 
s t atement emerged condemning anti-Semitism as a " sin against God and 
humanity," I can tell you of the unparalleled role played by Israel Singer 
in achieving their agreement to this statement. His personal involvement 
in the negotiating committee was nothing less than critical. 

The American Section has repeatedly stated, most recently at its last 
general meeting of January 28, that the Vatican's refusal to establish 
diplomatic relations with Israel is "unacceptable." We have said we will 
not break off the dialogue because of it, but this position of theirs, we 
through the Section have said, is "unacceptable." 

Our Press release of January 31 came about following the Vatican 
statement explaining why they refuse Israel diplomatic relations.Qs you know, 
the Vatican and Pope came under intense and unprecedented Italian criticism, 
including members of the Parliament of even the Communist Party, for his 



-3-

failure to recognize Israel particularly following his initial failure to 
condemn the SCUD attacks against Israel. Even Chief Rabbi Toaff of Rome 
was at the forefront of these vocal criticisms. Our press release reacted 
in a timely fashion to the objectionable statement issued by the Vatican 
in conformity with the position of the American Section. 

Let me state for the record, that the representative you designated 
to the American Section, Rabbi Philip Hiat, did not attend the last meeting 
of the Section where this subject was taken up and which endorsed the letter 
on Soviet Jews. 

Alex, it's been too long since we last got together. In view of the 
fact that we' re looking ahead to the WJC Assembly, if you don't mind I' 11 
call your office so that Singer and I can get together with you to catch 
up on things and especially talk about the upcoming Assembly. 

Encl. men. 
ES:oh 

With best regards, 

Elan Steinberg 
Executive Director 
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January 3, 1991 

Dear Friends: 

The 
yesterday 
year . 

Executive Commi ttee 
t o consider policies 

of the American Sect ion met 
and a ctivities for t he coming 

Among the programs endorsed for the Section will be a 

series of briefings in Washington at the State Department, 

Pentagon, fo reign embassies, OAS, and other inst"itutions. The 

Executive also approved an American Section mission to Latin 

America as well as a joint meeting in Europe between the 

American Section and European Branch leaderships. A more 

detailed report and consideration of these and other items taken 

up will be given at the next general meeting of the Section. 

One item we wish to bring to your attention is the attached 

letter to the WJC from the American Gathering of Jewish 

Holocaust Survivors on the subject of Soviet Jews emigrating 

to Germany. The Executive endorsed the position expressed in 
the letter. 

The Latin American Branch of the WJC as well as the Israeli 

Branch representing all the political parties - have also 

responded to the request for support by the American Gathering 

and have endorsed the letter. The International Executive of 

the WJC will take up this item when it meets in February i n 
Jerusalem. 

t1o tic0s 
out shor tly . 

FA~ 
:. vJ.. 

• I ? • , , %
# ~ ttf:. __ _ ,J ~.; ( . 

Elan Steinberg .,..-
Executive Director 

the Saction will be sent 

Sincerely, 

r) , 

C:.-~ ~-- ~-y)l).--,}?1.,(1,_.\ 
Evelyn ommer 

I 

Chairman 

Enclosures 
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Tel: (212) 239-4230 
Fax: (212) 279-2926 

American Gathering/f ederation of Jewish Holocaust Survivors 
ilU'7-lil n'l}(\Y 1111 ll!J lf'~Kll/lll!J\Dli7lUTJHJ~ llJ]l(fPllJDX 

BENJAMINt.lEED 122 WEST 30TH STREET . SUITE 205. NEW YORK. N.Y. 10001 - · 

Mr. Edgar Bronfman 
President 
World Jewish Congress 
501 Madiscn Avenue, 
New York, New York 

Dear Edgar: 

17th Floor 
10022 

December 27, 1990 

I take this opportunity to share with the World Jewish 
Congress the views of Jewish Holocaust survivors on a very serious 
matter concerning Jewish conscience and Holocaust memory. 

We have always felt it is our collective obligation to assist 
and support in any possible way Jews in distress, and those seeking 
haven from situations of peril any place in the world. Therefore, 
the massive emigration of Jews from the Soviet Union to the State 
of Israel should be considered a modern miracle, deserving the 
fullest support from World Jewry. 

At the same time, the last several weeks have raised the issue 
of large numbers of Soviet Jews seeking to emigrate to Germany . 
Those seeking "refuge" in Germany sadly, particularly the younger 
generation, are no doubt unfamiliar with the history of the 
Holocaust. 

Surviving German Jews, who lived in Germany for generations, 
did not ret1.1rn after t .l1e H·:1loc.3.us t t c, rcb11i ld -their l i ~v"es ir1 

Germany. And those 
insignificant number. 

who did return represented 
Does this not say something? 

a totally 

For Jewish Holocaust survivors, Jews settling again in Germany 
cannot but provoke the most profound negative, painful and 
emotional reaction from us. Simply put, we cannot, in good 
conscience, encourage Jewish emigration to a country which, within 
our lifetime, was responsible for unparalleled crimes against our 
people. 

(Over) 
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1990 is not 1938. If, in 1938, the State of Israel would 
have existed and the gates of the free world would not have been 
closed to Jews, Jewish survival would have been in significantly 
larger numbers. Today, there is a Jewish state, and more 
importantly, even by assuming national hardship for itself, the 
State of Israel is welcoming every Russian- -Jew with- open -arms. - - -• 

• ~-H-.. il2 ;r.;e rec-.::>gniz,;: tha'c tr..e:ce <lrE: ir1dividual ,::i:ccuinstances 
of distress relating to such matters as family reunification or 
other personal circumstances, the resolution of individual cases 
must be left to his or her decision, but ciearly distinguished from 
a policy of endorsing "mass settlement" of Soviet Jew~ in Germany. 

Accordingly, in the name of the American Gathering of Jewish 
Holocaust survivors, we urge the World Jewish Congress, through its 
member communities, to uphold this position of Jewish conscience 
and Holocaust memory. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
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WJC CONDEMNS VATICAN STANCE ON ISRAEL 
NEW YORK, JANUARY 31, 1991 

The World Jewish Congress sharply criticized last week's Vatican 

statement reiterating its refusal to extend diplomatic relations to 

Israel as "a slap in the face to Jews worldwide." 

Evelyn Sommer, U.S. Chairman of 
position on Israel c'onstitutes a serious 
of the dialogue with the Jewish people. 

the WJC, said the Vatican 
setback to the future course 

"We are making it absolutely clear that the Vatican cannot 

normalize its relations with the Jewish people until it normalizes 

its relations with the Jewish state," Mrs. Sommer said. 

Pressured by demonstrations in Rome led by the Italian Jewish 

community, the Vatican issued a statement on January 25 on its 

relations with Israel. Italian Jews were angered by the Pope's 

failure to immediately condemn Iraqi missile attacks on Isra8li 

civilians, and called on the Vatican to open diplomatic ties with 

Israel. 

In its statement, the Vatican spoke of its "deep respect" for 

the State of Israel • and cited contacts it has had with its leaders. 

But declaring .:hat "a.::;:lL'.·:; c::liz"-s :i.t t0 maintain diplomatic 

relations with any particular State,'' the Vatican repeated its refusal 

to establish such ties with Israel. 

Among reasons cited by the Vatican for refusing ambassadorial 

links with Israel were "the presence of Israel in the occupied 

territories, the relations with the Palestinians, the annexation of 

Jerusalem, as well as the general situation of the Catholic Church 

in Israel and the territories." 

The WJC said that substantively nothing had changed in the 

Vatican's discriminatory attitude toward Israel: "The Vatican has 

diplomatic ties with numerous states .with which it has political 

differences. Indeed, if the absence of political differences were 

a pre-requisite for diplomatic ties, then there would be no diplomatic 

relations between states." 

"Moreover," the WJC added, "in 1948 when the State of Israel 

was established and it was not in possession of Jerusalem or the 

' ,,,,r-11p:i.ed territories,' the Vatican was still unwilling to establish 

ties. Its stated r(asons a:re U,t:,~cfo.·2 spt!rious." 

The WJC said its represe11L~t~;c~ ~~ ~0~~~cns of the international 

Catholic-Jewish dialogue will clearly state that prog1.·ess is be:u1g 

hindered by the Vatican's stance on Israel. "Vatican condemnation 

of anti-Semitism is very important, but we do not accept it as either 

a substitute or a cloak for their failure with regard to the Jewish 

State," Mrs. Sommer stated. 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 

Mr . Edgar Bronfrnan 
President 
World Jewish Congress 
501 ~adison Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Edgar : 

838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK , N .Y. 10021 

February 13, 
29 Shevat 

1991 
5751 

12121 249 0100 

I just saw the attached press release from the WJC, 
quoting Eve l yn Sommer as U.S . Chairman of the WJC, 
saying in effect that historic Vatican announcements on 
anti-Semitism don't mean anything unless and until the 
Vatican recognizes Israel. 

These statements will properly be seen by the Vatican 
as "Pope-bashing" and they seem to undermine the works 
of IJCIC and I believe they also undercut the 
Catholic/Jewish dialogue to which the UAHC and our 
Inter-Religious Department are dedicated . Therefore, I 
must ask how such sweeping statements by WJC are 
undertaken without consultation with its constituent 
organizations, with the UAHC as well as NFTS and ARZA? 
~ho authorized this position? 

I feel the same about the statement condemning those 
Soviet Jews who chose to live in Germany . Were we 
ask ed , particularly in light of our position that 
Soviet Je~s must have the full right of choice as to 
where to make their lives? 

Frankly, as an officer of the WJC, I cannot justify 
continued membership in the American Section of World 
Jewish Congress unless we, as a c onstituent agency, are 
a ppropr iat e ly consulted on policy issues of such 
s ign ificance . Ke hould not continue our participation 
in any umbrella o rganizati o n unless our organizatinal 
autonom ~ and integrity are respe c ted. 

Cordiall y , 

Alexander~- Schindler 
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American Jewish Congress 

Stephen Wise Congress Hou se 

15 East 84th Street 

New York, NY 10028 

212 879 4500 • Fax 212 249 3672 

Office of the Executive Director 

February 14, 1991 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

/ 

I read your statements on the appointment of Ze'evi to the Cabinet. 
It is reassuring to know that there are Jewish leaders around who 
have not lost their moral compass. 

Kol Hakavod! 

Your comments are in stark contrast to those of another Reform 
leader, Rabbi Joseph Glaser, who at the meeting of the Conference 
of Presidents stated angrily, "Why are we wasting all this time on 
such an unimportant matter." While that statement is undoubtedly 
an accurate expression of Joe's moral sensibility, one has to 
wonder whether, as Executive Vice President of CCAR, he was 
speaking for the Reform rabbinate, or whether they are even aware 
that this is how they are being represented at the Conference of 
Presidents. 

In any event, this is intended as 
a kind of courage and integrity 
American Jewish life. 

HS:bl 
cc: Rabbi Joseph Glaser 

an expr~srion of admiration for 
that ,i,,s adly all too rare in 

I; ,, 
v 

S iii cerely, 
I / 
I. A I , / '--
1 ... ~ 

1 l 1 \ 
H

1
nrp' Siegman 

\j 





Mr. Israel Singer 
World Jewish Congress 
501 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Israel: 

March 21, 1990 
24 Adar 5750 

Thank you for the information on heirless J ewi sh property. 
I have no proble m with your r esponse. And, i f what you t old 
me c oncerni ng the Aus tria n agreement is correct, especially 
vis-a-vis process, this too is fine with me. 

It was good chatting with you. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



BUENOS AIRES 
Larrea 744 

GENEVA 
1 rue de Varembe 

JERUSALEM 
4 Rotenberg Street 

LONDON 
11 Hertford Street 

PARIS 
78 Av. des Ch. Elysees 

ROME 
Piazza Scanderbeg 51 

,~,wn ,,,;,,;, o,J.:npn 

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 
CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL • CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL 

501 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022 

March 19, 1990. ~ lj _;,., CABLE: WORLDGRESS. NEW YORK 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York NY 10021 

Dear Alex, 

TELEPHONE: (212) 755-5770 

TELEX: 23 61 29 

TELEFAX: (212) 755-5883 

You are indeed an honoured vice-president cf. the World Jewish 
Congress and, as you your~elf expressed regret over not attending 
the last meeting of the Executive, this perhaps is the reason that 

a "Missverstandnis" has arisen over the grapevine. 

There is no need for rumours here, because, by a unanimous re­

solution adopted at the Executive, an international commission of 
the WJC was established to deal with heirless Jewish property resulting 

from the Nazi plunders. The membership of the commission is in pro­
cess of formation. I attach the working paper at the Executive which 

formed the basis for the creation of the commission. 

Initially I am pleased to let you know that the President of 
Czechoslovakia, Vaclav Havel, has agreed in principle already, as 
a result of our recent visit in Prague, to open negotiations on the 
vast amount of heirless Jewish property still sitting in storage in 
warehouses in Prague. 

The WJC commission has nothing to do with the work of the Con­
ference on Jewish Material Claims against Germany and Austria. As 
you know, seriuous questions have been raised and brought to our at­

tention regarding recent pronouncements of the Claims Conference, 
specifically undertakings which have been made without prior coordi­
nation or agreement with constituent bodies. While this is an impor­
tant issue, and something we should perhaps discuss, it has no bearing 

on this international commission fur which we need your input as to 

proper representation by the Reform community. 

./2 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler - 2 - March 19, 1990. 

Also with regard to the preliminary work of the commission, we dis­
tributed at the Executive, and I also attach here, information release on 
our efforts both with regard to the Wolf Haggadah and to prevent Christie's 
auction of Judaica items from Prague. 

Looking forward to a more thorough discussion on this whenever you 
have a chance, I am, 

with best regards, 

/' 

Israel Singer 
IS:hm 



Jewish Religio~s and Cultural Objects Lost to the Jewish People 
as a Result of the Holocaust 

There are many heirless Jewish religious and cultural objects in Eastern 

Europe which, as a result of the Holocaust, are in the hands of the State, agencies 

of the State, private individuals, and churches and monasteries. 

These artifacts of the Jewish patrimony were the property of Jewish 

individuals, institutions, and communities. They should be returned to the Jewish 

people. 

Efforts toward obtaining the restitution of heirless and unclaimed Jewish 

property to the Jewish people were begun before the end of the Second World War, 

and the World Jewish Congress was a prime mover in th~se efforts from the outset. 

In the immediate postwar period a number of positive measures were enacted in 

certain East European countries. However, with the consolidation of the Communist 

regimes in Eastern Europe, those measures were not implemented. Sporadic attempts 

were made over the years to recover certain heirless property, notably from Poland, 

but with no concrete results. 

The recent and ongoing events in Eastern Europe suggest that the time may 

be ripe to renew efforts to recover for the Jewish people these heirless religious and 

cultural objects. (It should also be noted that in the present circumstances there 

may be hope as well fo??festitution of or compensation for immovable Jewish communal 

property that was appropriated by East European governments irr the years following 

the Second World War; however, that aspect is beyond the scope of this discussion.) 

Precedents 

1. In 1946, in an important departure from the traditional assumption that 

heirless property escheats to the country in which it is located, the Allied Powers 

called on neutral countries to make available to Jewish organizations, inter-

national and American, 95% of the funds in those countries that had become heirless 

through the death of victims of Nazism. 

2. The following year the American Military Government in Germany promulgated 



a law which provided that heirless Jewish property could be restituted to 

"international Jewish organizations," and the Jewish Restitution Successor 

Organization (JRSO) was authorized to claim and receive such assets. Similar 

2. 

successor organizations were subsequently established for the British and French 

zones of Germany a A total of several hundred million· DM was distributed by these 

successor organizations for the relief and rehabilitation of Nazi victims in countries 

of settlement, including Israel. 

3. Among the affiliates of JRSO in the U.S. Zone of Germany was Jewish 

Cultural Reconstruction (JCR), which was specifically entrusted with receiving, 

processing, and distributing Jewish cultural and religious property that had been 

plundered by the Nazis. After restoring property to the original owners wherever 

possible, JCR distributed several hundred thousand books, 1000 Sifrei Torah, 

thousands of ritual objects, and archival materials, mainly to Israel, but to other 

countries as well. 

4. In the years since the end of the war, a number of countries have enacted 

and implemented measures enabling heirless property of Holocaust victims to be used 

for Jewish relief and rehabilitation, variously for local needs and for use abroad. 

Among these countries are Austria, Greece, Italy, the Netherlands, Switzerland, the 

U.K., and the U.S. 

5. The 1947 peace treaties between the Allies and Hungary and Rumania each 

contained a clause providing for the transfer to domestic Jewish representative 

organizations of all heirless and unclaimed assets of Jewish indivi_duals, organizations, 

and communities, such funds to be used for Jewish relief and rehabilitation in Hungary 

and Rumania. As mentioned earlier, these provisions were never implemented. 

Current holdings 

The full extent of the holdings in the various countries of Eastern Europe 

is uncertain. The European Jewish Congress is canvassing the various East European 

connnunities in this regard, and the World Federation of Hungarian Jews is also 
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investigating the situation in Hungary. 

However, certain significant holdings are known, the best known - of 

which is the Prague collection of tens of thousands of Jewish cultural and religious 

objects which were amassed by the Nazis to be exhibited in a museum devoted to the 

extinct Jewish race. These pieces are today in the hands of the State Jewish Museum, 

itself taken over by the Czech Ministry of Culture after the war. 

In 1979 a Beth Hatefutsoth survey mission returning from Poland reported 

that well over 1000 Jewish ritual objects are to be found in 28 museums and a number 

of private collections in that country. In addition, the mission reported 

extensive collections of paintings and other works by Jewish artists, in Warsaw's 

Jewish Historical Institute and the National Museums in Warsaw and Krakow, as well 

as smaller holdings in other museums in the country. 

The Beth Hatefutsoth survey mission also remarked that the Jewish Historical 

Institute in Warsaw "has about 800 manuscripts, mostly from Breslau and Vienna, only 

four of which are illuminated." (Today the world knows that one of those four was 

the Wolff Haggadah.) Mention was also made of "5000 photographs and graphics from 

the collection of the Jewish Museum in Berlin." 

Finally, the survey mission cited the extensive Jewish archival material 

(documents and pictures) to be found in Polish State and municipal archives. 

The import&nce of Jewish books and documents should not be neglected, and 

significant collections are known to exist in Warsaw, Krakow, and Wroclaw in Poland 

as well as Vilna and Lvov in the Soviet Union, among other places. However, with 

the exception of rare items, books and documents pose less of a problem than artifacts 

because they can be microfilmed or photocopied. What is needed is access to those 

books and documents and the possibility to copy them if necessary. 

Potential difficutlies and obstacles 

1. Notwithstanding the precedents cited above, the traditional assumption 

remains that heirless property reverts to the State. This may be the posit.ion 



.. 

that will be adopted by the countries in question, especially in view of the 

time that has lapsed since the end of the Second World War. 

4. 

2. This traditional assumption is applied all the more rigorously when 

objects of cultural or artistic value are concerned. Indeed, the Beth Hatefutsoth 

mission reported that Poland regards the Jewish cultural and religious material 

in its possession as "an integral part of Polish art and history and, with the 

exception of a few marginal items (sacred books, Torah fragments), will not permit 

the originals to be removed from the country." 

3. Even if the countries in question ·were to agree in principle to the 

restitution of the heirless Jewish objects, they might return them to the depleted local 

Jewish communities, which might be prohibited from or unwilling to transfer them 

abroad. 

4. It would be necessary to determine which parts of the various holdings 

were in the possession of the holder before the war, and which ones were heirless 

or unclaimed objects acquired as a result of the Holocaust. 

5. As difficult as it will be to inventory the holdings in the hands of 

States or agencies of the State, it will be much more difficult as regards objects 

held by individuals or churches and monasteries. 

Conclusion 

In light of the above, the WJC Executive should consider the creation of 

an international commission which, with the involvement of the various East European 

Jewish communities, would attempt to quantify the holdings iri question, put together 

a strategy for their recuperation, and decide on their distribution. 

January 1990 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
January 12, 1990 

WJC WINS KEY LEGAL ROUND IN DISPUTE CVER 
RARE JEWISH MANUSCRIPT 

NEW YORK, JANUARY 12, 1990 

The Geneva Supreme court ruled in favor of the World Jewish 
Congress in its legal case against the Polish government over 
possession of a rare Jewish manuscript stolen by the Nazis and which 
was almost sold at auction last summer . 

The manuscript is the Wolf Haggadah, a medieval Hebrew text 
worth an estimated $1 million, a retelling of the Jews I flight from 
Egypt in Biblical times. 

The illuminated manuscript, dating from 13th century France, 
was from the collection of Albert Wolf, a prominent German Jew who 
willed it to the Jewish Community of Berlin in 1907. 

It was stolen by the Nazis in 1938 and was discovered by Russian 
troops in 1944 in Glodzko, Poland, who turned it over to the 
Historical Institute in Warsaw. 

A Montreal man, Nathan Hecht, who claimed to have bought the 
manuscript, sought to have the Swiss auction house of Habsburg 
Feldman put it up for sale last June in Geneva. 

The World Jewish Congress, acting on behalf of the East and 
West Berlin Jewish communities, succeeded in having the Geneva courts 
seize the Haggadah to prevent its auction. 

Last month the Geneva Tribunal of First Instance ruled that 
"no other party can offer a more likely claim" to the manuscript 
than the Berlin Jewish communities and the WJC. 

Today's ruling by the Geneva Supreme Court fully validated the 
WJC position vis-a-vis both the Polish government and the claims 
of ownership put forth by Hecht. 

The court confirmed the lower tribunal's order preventing the 
removal of the manuscript from Geneva and further ordered the Polish 
government and the representatives of the Montreal claimant to pay 
1500 francs each for court costs. 

"The central issue here is a moral one: Jewish patrimony 
L>t!..L0.1gs t o the J;;:w.i.&l. p~oi:,le, 11 i:J8 
said in a statement released in New York. 

The World Jewish Congress, representing 70 Jewish communities 
around the world, called on Poland to give up its claims so that 
the Haggadah could be placed in the library of the Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem. 

The WJC confirmed it has been in direct touch with the Polish 
government to settle the matter. It dismisses the claims of 
Mr. Hecht as frivolous. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
January 4, 1990 

SALE OF JEWISH ARTIFACTS SUSPENDED 
NEW YORK, JANUARY 4, 1990 

Christie's, the famous London auction house, has informed the World 
Jewish Congress that it is not undertaking a controversial sale of items 
from the Jewish Museum of Prague. 

Last September, the Czech government invited Christie's 
representatives to a visit through six national museums, including the 
State Jewish Museum, for discussions on drawing up lists of items from 
the museum collections for public auction next fall. Czechoslovakia 
sought to obtain badly needed hard currency in this manner. 

The State Jewish Museum houses an unrivaled collection of books 
and ritual objects seized by the Nazis during World War II. The Nazis 
had intended to use these items to create a museum on "the extinct 
Jewish race." 

The Jewish Museum's director said he had hoped, through Christie's, 
to sell 50 items, mainly textiles such as synagogue ark curtains. 

Together with the newly elected president of the Czech Jewish 
community, Desider Galsky, the WJC said it was "immoral" to auction 
such items in view of their origin. "Jewish patrimony belongs to the 
Jewish people," the WJC stated. 

Responding to these concerns, the director of Christie's, David 
Allison, has -written the World Jewish Congress that "fears as regards 
the sale of items from the Jewish Museum in Prague are unfounded." 

In his letter to WJC President Edgar Bronfman, Mr. Allison assured 
"that it is a fundamental principle of our business that we would never 
offer for sale any items with doubtful legal title." He added that 
Christie's "would not engage in any activity which injured the 
legitimate interests of any section of the public." 

Mr. Allison confirmed that the visit of Christie's representatives 
to the Czech museums had taken place, but stressed that no further steps 
have been taken by the Czech side to prom04=e the projected sales. 

Meanwhile, WJC Executive Director Elan Steinberg disclosed that 
an international commission will be formed by the WJC Executive later 
this month charged with "securing for the Jewish people and protecting 
Jewish claims vis-a-vis heirless Jewish property and unclaimed Jewish 
patrimony arising from the Nazi seizures during the Second World War.'' 
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Dr. Israel Singer 
Executive Vice President 
World Jewish Congress 
501 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Israel; 

March 15, 1990 
17 Adar 5750 

I have heard from several sources reports which puzzled me, 
simply because I have no idea what is really developing, though I 
a Vice President of the World Jewish Congress. 

Rumors have it that WJC is contemplating the formation of a 
Coordinating Committee which will, in effect, serve as the Claims 
Conference for Jewish properties in Eastern European countries, 
possibly also including East Germany. 

Is this information correct? What precisely are your plans in 
this realm? What has already been done? 

As a member of the Claims Conference Board, I am concerned lest 
there be a turf battle in the offing. Might I mention in this 
context that I have a great deal of confidence in Israel Miller 
and in Sol Kagan who have served for so long a time in this 
sphere and have a more than creditable record of achievement. 

I am off to Roanoke Virginia this morning, but I would appreciate 
it if you were to let me have your answer in writing so that I 
can reflect on it when I return to my desk next week. 

bee: Rabbi Israel Miller 
Sol Kagan 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



O'lllaha Steaks a 
~~~~~u:: ® 

4400 SOUTH 96TH STREET 
P.O. BOX 3300 • OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68103 
PHONE 1-402-331-1010 • TOLL FREE 1-800-562-0500 
TELEX NO. 48-4488 • CABLE ADDRESS: OMASTEAK • OMAH 

5 September 19 5 
Mr. Sidney Gruber 
Direct & C.E.O. 
World Jewish Congress 
One Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10012 

Dear Sidney: 

Under separate cover, I am sending directly to your home one 
of _our products. I have sent this out, not only for your 
enJoyment, but also for you to begin understanding the impor­
tance of "perceived value." 

In order for someone to make a purchase, they must determine 
in their mind that the object they are buying has a per­
ceived value in exchange for the dollars. This includes, 
not only the exchange or purchase of "real" items such as 
steaks or cakes, but also of memberships, newsletters, etc. 

The customer must perceive a value before and after he makes 
a purchase. From the enclosed catalog, you will see how our 
Company creates that perceived value and--how we as a group 
must create a same type of perceived value in soliciting 
memberships or donations for our "cause." 

I have asked Hellah to ask your opinion on the following 
points. 

1. What is the motivation for a Jewish person to visit the 
concentration camp memorial? (your own opinion) 

2. What is the motivation for a(gentile to ~i~it)a con-
centration camp memorial? your own opinion 

Think about these questions and give me your independent 
thoughts. 
M brother Fred will be in New York on September 19 and 20 
a~d wishes to meet you and the rest of the group._ Please 
check your schedule and notify_me a~ soon as possible 
(800/562-0500). More information will follow. 

y 

D Simon President 
a Steaks international 

ADS/cm 

cc: Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

U.S. GOV'T. INSPECTED #1198 
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Mr. Israel Singer 
Direct & C.E.O. 
Word Jewish Congress 
One Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10012 

Dear Israel: 

4400 SOUTH 96TH STREET 
P.O. BOX 3300 • OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68103 
PHONE 1-402-331-1010 • TOLL FREE 1·800·562-0500 
TELEX NO. 48-4488 • CAl3LE A DDRESS: Ot-4ASTEAK • ,Q ti4.A,tiA, NEBR. :, :::,eptemDer l!HS!> 

Under separate cover, I am sending directly to your home one 
of our Chocolate Roulade and Raspberry Cream cake desserts, 
which you will find on page 25 of the catalog enclosed. 

I have sent this out, not only for your enjoyment, but also 
for you to begin understanding the importance of "perceived 
value." 

In order for someone to make a purchase, they must determine 
in their mind that the object they are buying has a per­
ceived value in exchange for the dollars. This includes, 
not only the exchange or purchase of "real" items such as 
steaks or cakes, but also of memberships, newsletters, etc. 

The customer must perceive a value before and after he makes 
a purchase. From the enclosed catalog, you will see how our 
Company creates that perceived value and--how we as a group 
must create a same type of perceived value in soliciting 
memberships or donations for our "cause." 

I have asked Hellah to ask your opinion on the following 
points. 

1. What is the motivation for a Jewish person to visit the 
concentration camp memorial? (your own opinion) 

2. What is the motivation for a gentile to visit a con­
centration camp memorial? (your own opinion) 

Think about these questions and give me your independent 
thoughts . 

My brother 
and wishes 
check your 
( 

y 

Fred will be in New York on September 19 and 20 
to meet you and the rest of the group. Please 
schedule and noti f y me as soon as possible , v".' 
00). More information will follow. o~, Y 

." ,.J K 
,/ .,,- " 

C, I ,.J u~ 
4 

truly, 

A an D. Simon, esident 
Omaha Steaks International 

ADS/cm 
cc: Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

U.S. GOVT. INSPECTED #1198 
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5 September 1985 
Mr. Elan Steinberg 
Direct & C.E.O. 
World Jewish Congress 
One Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10012 

Dear Elan: 

Under separate cover, I am sending directly to your home one 
of our products. I have sent this out, not only for your 
enjoyment, but also for you to begin understanding the impor­
tance of "perceived value." 

In order for someone to make a purchase, they must determine 
in their mind that the object they are buying has a per­
ceived value in exchange for the dollars. This includes, 
not only the exchange or purchase of "real" items such as 
steaks or cakes, but also of memberships, newsletters, etc. 

The customer must perceive a value before and after he makes 
a purchase. From the enclosed catalog, you will see how our 
Company creates that perceived value and--how we as a group 
must create a same type of perceived value in soliciting 
memberships or donations for our "cause." 

I have asked Hellah to ask your opinion on the following 
points. 

1. What is the motivation for a Jewish person to visit the 
concentration camp memorial? (your own opinion) 

2. What is the motivation for a gentile to visit a con-
centration camp memorial? (your own opinion) 

Think about these questions and give me your independent 
thoughts. 

My brother Fred will be in New York on September 19 and 20 
and wishes to meet you and the rest of the group. Please 
check your schedule and notify me as soon as possible 
(800/562-0500). More information will follow. 

rs very truly, 

D. Simon, President 
Omaha Steaks International 

ADS/cm 

cc: Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
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May Z, 1983 

CCM 

(CONCENTRATION CAMP MEMORIAL) 

1. Objective - Capture names of all CCM visitors 1n order to 
solicit donations by mail. 

Z. Attributes: 

3. 

4. 

a) Large potential cash flow 

b) Simplicity 

c) Easily Conceptualized 

d) No Competition with other Jewish Charity Projects 

e) No large staff requirement 

f) Easy to test 

Name Collection Procedure: 

a) Have a guest list at each CCM which would be sent to 
pro cessing center with some nominal compensation back 
to CCM. 

Solicitation Procedure: 

a) Name put on EDP 
b) Use standard "KG" collection procedure 

S. Test Procedure: 

a) Collect at Dachau 
b) Name on OSI computer using OSI's standard format 
c) Design mailing and test 

6. Problems - Degree of success based on the following: 

a) Morality 

b) Identifiable 

c) Believable 

d) Emotional 

ADS/cm 
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EXHIBIT 1 

DATA FLOW CHART 

Camp Administration 

I 
Camp Visitor 

I 
List 

Data rntry 

Validity 

(( 

Base 

Mailing 

ADS/cm 
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COMPENSATION FLOW CHART 
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EXHIBIT 2 

File Descri:etion 

Name 

Add 1 

Add 2 

City 

State 

Country 

Zi 

1. Source 

Date 

2. Source 
(( 

Date 

3. Source 

Date 

4. Source 

Date 

1. Donation 

Date 

2. Donation 

Date 

3. Donation 

Date 

4 . Donation 

Date 

Phone # 

ADS/cm 

and Sorts Length 

30 

30 

30 

15 

2 

10 

9 

2 

5 

2 

5 

2 

5 

2 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

12 
199 

File Sorts 

Sorts: 

1 . Alpha 

2. Zip 

3. Phone # 

4. Donation 

1. Decending 
2. Ascending 

5. Auto Duplication 
Multiple - 1 , 2, 3, , 
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May 2, 1983 

EXHIBIT 3 

MAILING SIMULATION 

Assumptions: 

1. Dachau: 300 days @ 500 per day 

2. Mail Quantity: 300 days@ 500 per day= 150,000 names 

3. Assume 5% Return= $25 each 

4. 5% Return (7,500 names) 

5. $25 Donation (7,500 X $25 = $187,500) 

6. 5 year Life Mailing List - no attempt to review or protect 
7. 5 year test and stop 

8. Revenue Flow only - no costs 

a) Mailing Cost $200 per 1,000 * 

b) Wages - unknown 

5 YEAR SIMULATION 

1st year 

187,500 

150,000 

112,500 

75,000 

37,500 

562,500 

2nd year 

187,500 

150,000 

112,500 

75,000 

525,000 

3rd year 

187,500 

150,000 

112,500 

450,000 

* "Non-profit" postage much less 

ADS/cm 

4th year 

187,500 

150,000 

337,500 

5th year 

187,500 

187,500 = 2,062,500 
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EXHIBIT 4 

OTHER INCOME POSSIBILITIES 

1. Mailing list rental @ $50,000 per million names 

2. Life membership graduated response 

3. Telephone marketing in U.S. 

ADS/cm 
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EXHIBIT 5 

BOARD 
OF 

DIRECTORS 

DIREC 

ACCT 

ORGANIZATION CHART 

MTKG 

INVESTMENT 
ADV 

GROUP 

TOTAL 4 PEOPLE 

COMMENT : Morality - Must have moralistic member Board to control 
business greed. 

ADS/cm 
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July 24, 1985 

4400 SOUTH 96TH STREET 
P.O. BOX 3300 • OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68103 
PHONE 1-402-397-6050 • TOLL FREE 1-800-228-9521 
TELEX NO. 48-4488 • CABLE ADDRESS: OMASTEAK • OMAHA, NEBR. 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Thank you very much for your letter of July 9, 1985. 

Please forgive the late response, but I have been out of town, 
as you know. 

I have turned your letter over to my brother, who will answer 
the various questions that you have. He will write you a memo 
detailing some of the thoughts in regard to the items we briefly 
discussed. 

I do hope that this will be of service to you. 

Our trip to Europe was fascinating, especially when we traveled 
into the Soviet Union. 

I hope your trip to Europe and Israel was successful. 

Yours very truly, 

NATIONAL SALES DEPARTMENT 

JJ//4 / 
Stephen H. Simon 
Vice President Sales 

SHS/ca 
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Mr. Stephen H. Sinon, 
Vice President - Sales 
Qnaha Steaks International 
4400 South 96th Street 
Onaha, Nebraska 68127 

Dear Mr. Sinon: 

July 9, 1985 

I tried to reach you by phone the other day only to learn that you 
are on vacation and next week I'm off to EuroJ?0 and Israel and ~n•t 
be back ~ore the middle of August. 

I do want you to know that I pursued your idea with a mmber of 
agencies - the lt>rld Jewish O::>ngress, and the !dem::>rial Foundation for 
Jewish CUlture - both of which might be proper recipients for the 
project which you described; and the leadership of both organizations 
is sufficiently interested to encourage roo to pursue your ideas. 

Q:>Uld I conceivably prevail on you to write ma a merro detailing sare 
of the thoughts we discussed: the central idea; the nanagarent team 
Mlich we might have to asserrble in order to effect it; the kind of 
pennissions which we need, fi-an the German and Polish goverrments; 
the kind of front noney which you think might be re:au,ired. 

unfortunately, our trip to the airport didn't give roo enough tine to 
query you concerning sare of these details and so I nust ask you to 
set them down on paper. But I can tell you that the preliminary 
interest of the leadership of these organizations, as well as m,y own, 
is slifficiently great to warrant this further effort. 

With all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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September 11, 1985 

Mr. Isi J. I.eibler 
Asia Pacific Jewish Association 
G.P.O. IbX 5402CC 
Melbourne, Victoria 
Australia 3001 

Dear Isi: 

Your letter bf ~ 29th has just arrived and I am glad you received 
the infonnation on Barnes prior to your departure fran Australia. 

I was unable to be in Wasldngton for the Soviet Je,,,ry meetings and, 
therefore, missed seeing you. 'Ihl.s I rruch regret. I have been busy 
with all kinds of rooetings here at the UAHC and since I am not on the 
Presidium, the Washington rooetings did not get on to~ schedule until 
it was too late to rei:p:igram sare critical ireetings here. 

Be that as it may, I tnust that your trip asa meaningful and that 
your visit to Beijing in Novenber will be fascinating and 'WOrthwhile. 

TO you and all your loved ones I express fond good wishes for a 
Shana Tova, may you be inscribed in the book of life and may the New 
Year be blessed with health and happiness. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



ASIA PACIFIC JEWISH ASSOCIATION 
G.PO. Box 5402CC. Melbourne. Victoria. Australia. 3001. 

29th August 1985 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 

Tel: (03) 62 1254: (03) 62 004 1. Telex : AA31838. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 
U.S.A. 

Dear Alex, 

Many thanks for your note dated 21st August 1985 informing me 
about the imminent departure of Barnes from India. I do very 
much appreciate your interest in the Asian area. 

On the assumption that Shamir's visit to Tokyo is still on I 
am waiting to hear from zwi Werblowsky, who is in Tokyo, as to 
whether his visit may perhaps have created some impact in 
foreign office circles which in turn will make the Japanese 
academics more amenable to hosting the projected Asian-Jewish 
Colloquium in Tokyo. 

All being well I am also set to go to Beijing in November in 
what will at least be another interesting visit. 

I hope we might meet in ten days in Washington. 

If not Shana TovlJ- to you and yours. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

incorporating the Jewish communities of: 

Australia, Hong Kong, India, Japan, Korea, New Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand. 
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i.lw-1e dw wi...,.J/i.ed. iv p/UL1f- .w9-e:tAelz. • When n.e le{-:i. 'iJz.e iA1.n.nd i/i.e viltvw il.Ul.ned f.v./1. 

h.el.p and /1.ece.i...ved. .J. ~m ffi.e C vfl/2.VJ.W.i../ZR. .in ?Q/1.-UJ • Wh.en _1 v-UJiled. i.Aem .i..n th.e /.aJl 
of 1978 i:Aey h.mL a.J.,,y,JJd:/- Cll.erded. a ~ -1:;n-m;vr;ue .ui /lR1U..ed. ({,~ abvve <liv/1.Me 

1\ vw , rw i. rju.i...i.~ /-,i_ ve ~ l.ai.e/1. , ~ jf have [}/Wllfl (..;wm 7 !:I) iv a corrrnun,i_:f_Y- v f_ 4 50 
.i..n.di.vi...d.ua.£:J • I h..eur.. OJITTTU.lfl¼ -VJ ,1.t.i..,l[ '1!f'Ul'}V(jue.4 ~ 1 rww .i..n a ~ 75 /Wvrn 

/w U/.Je wiffi erw Uljli 4fX1-Ce jJJ /1. "all ffi.e.i../1. [}/W up aci:.i v .i....ti..e:4 • 

Tliu.J -VJ an. acii..ve , well-p/W~d Jewi.A/2. colTl7U.UU..i.!f- , rnJ:li...vai:.ed b!I- .tAei.A 

hu1.du:.i..vnnl. Se~ ba.ch.~und , th.eur.. f/1-''-diz/-ul p<JAeJl.ial OJncelllvJ , and by. tAe dl.R.eA 

P,fl vt cbuu;;. alJ. _tli.e ~ tJunr,r,1 .A (lUj:0/1. faci.v/1. -VJ ~ e/1.eN}!f- _, #i.e I ~e/1. and 
:Ifie. c.haAm '~f th.eut (J/},eM.d~ _, J ean (vt1.en 1 JJ 1 1{11!rr:ll'JU.e.d , a p~t w'W /J.i..e4 J!i.e 
l,ClA.i...l:Jbean. ~ • J have /U/j a/.J/JWlfl.llce "iN:d. iJu..,j ~e J blU.El1J, fPU v/ th.eut 

f-v titm! apJJ!.!-cn.:li...n ii.?., beOJme ~ a/~ vi_ i.h.e Wv~Ld)ewiA-1. (o~/J .i.A a 1ewi.m. 

v/ ./iw vU._.i..c.eM and. L.5vaml. o/ 01.A eci.v/l./.J. fie dubMea l'U/.J rralie/1. "w.i...iA ~e wi.en he 
v-UJ.i...ted la.A.,i.A /Jame flvz.ee nvn-tJ,_.J wp . Th..ey. i.t'ww;Jd:. .r.Jie;1. ITU{Jl'-d. have an. GA-/.JOci...ah...J.Jn. 

1~i-ti1. ~ fn.eru.fi. Se~n • J ~e , _S<'f-Nj,e -0<).vi(d.. h.e1:f "f:1.ePI -infa.~.med o/. all a~v~,1 

I.JI. Ui.e f 1ten.ch. Sedwn , teed i.neJTl ,l.i..ih, j;u.6-1..,u.Jtted rro.xu~ tlJW. ri.el.p .lji.em tv ,raud:ai.n 

a ,7.e.fnhon..,Jlu..p UJi..:1:/2 .llz.e [on~-UJivuz.e • f /Wm VU/I. f:X1A,i. 11,-e dWui..d 1leCOgJU-p!- i:h.a.-t. ffi:e.;1; Cl./l.e 

a /ull 1 v.oe~ , J.nd.ejxvu/.&n-/.. o.nd v.i...ial. J~t OJr;-,n.uru...f.!J- , rw ~ ,10 iium. fi.nlan.d, 

l;o.rib..11,J.a.1 1 C WWf-a.v anL~ Jh.e lu~e • J /.J:UWn,.),DJ.. ->up~ 1-z;/: l k..ur.. appl..i .. c.a...ti.J.Jn • iii.;/J:J.~ C1/1R. 

.10me /.i..(>..fTl.✓J 1Jt.u:.h. ~e iki.A vun.,li.,.v; . I ,J .• ~ l'l.e ,e.c,, ...d let me ielL fJ-LlU a bi.i. rr/Vll.R. 

. ' 
a.:>vu.t.. tiu-!rr, M 
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T h.ei.A ~ v l 4 50 ~ a..LL ap-e-1 /o/7/Tl babe✓., in. G./1/M :tv ad.ul.-l1 m tAeuz. 
mi.d-/o/l-U..RA , rwn.e vl.de11. • Ch fAe vne hmul. tA.e.y. h.ave rw CI.JrtCVI/UJ (.n/l. tAe. o..r;,ed. an.cl. 
can C1.Jncen.hw..iR. vn ✓-,dwvluu;, , P':1)~ , cele.b~ an.cl. ~ a lv']!} 
~e vn tAe .iAl..and. • Ch lJie vih..vt. lugul., ~ ih.ei.A vl.d..eA [Jen.RAai:i..vn .w in. PtUmCe , 
ih.ey. nrzy. be rrvuvai.ed. f.v ~ /teWM. .tv f 1U1J?.ce •. ~h.e balan.c~ :tv ~ pd.en.:f!..al rru!J, aLxJ 
be /J~ by. tAe. cLu,-.xte and ea✓.,e v/ l.i.v.JJUJ • Jt. wJJ. be WeAe✓-':luu; :iv uxd.c1i. 
w develvflllRJl-i. • Ji .w a f1.R)J) pterwm&ttl/1 .ui. J~ hiAi.v/l.!f- • 

J l J nw,1- J-ud9..e bf/, ih.e Sh.ablxu. J ✓-,pen.t. wuA iJz.em , th.e!f- h.ave a CV/F. v/ mrne. 50 
i.ndi.v~ , riv,dl_!I-, men , uJw a11.e CI.JMirmi. m tAe.ut ,a~9-1-1-e a:l:.i.en.dnn.ce • Ch 
/e✓.,uVG-VJ iAe. all.end.an.c.e rru.v.d. be -'-o/u;e/l. • tJnd. , a✓., Jem1. (_p/u;n adv.wed. me , ~me. 9{flo 
v/ ih.e co~ i:.wuvJ vut µ;11. /.Jll.lYl. celebNLii.vM a✓., [hnn.u/2.aA an.cl. rpwwn • ln.ey. OAR. 

/JffUlI)V()Ue ceni.e11.ed. and. vMh.Vd.vx. • Such. .w fi1.e. hllfT!d v/ ~i.A /JeAv.i.ce m fui.A 
~viue wf-uvie. tAe. wvmen a/le ~ced belu.nd. a '/l'ie.c·u-':.Jll • I /2.e.:; ~ve a..lL tAe. -x:z_iw­
{-a~M ih.ai CI.Jme ~m be.ui.r; a d.v-il.-y.vUMel/ CI.Jfli}/lR-~n • lh.e!J, h.ave rw p,w/eM­
.i..vn.aM , n~-, /Ul.bbi_, rw11. COJUJ)/l. , rw11. ~en. , rw11. i:.each.en.✓-, • Jut ih.e:;. d.v rwi:. 
/eel beAe[i • fv11. ✓-,u..ch. 11.er~ ~ ~e , b/U..-1:., etc. i:h.e.!I: an.e able :iv WNl. 
.:w ~bi.. 'J/20..a.C. (v/2.en v/ CG./lfl.CfM u.tw ha✓., ~ v.wued i:Aem at. 'lea/J.i. .:6:.,0:.e an.cl. 
wi.J/i u.lwm tA.e.!I- have a ve/l.f/- uxuun n.el.ai-..i..vndu.p • lie .w frhtWc.can. m v~ ,Se;}uvzdi..c 
m expe/U.RJ'l.,CJ! and !f1-lll11fj- m /Jp-ur,d. • J t. .w a /2.apf'j /l.el.a-ti.ondu..p . 

Ji:. .w vbv .i..vM ih.ai Kadvud. .w i.Jn?,?ll-iaJii:. i:.v iJlRJTl • F i..ve ~ a..g,v fu!J, had. bem 
~ ;xuho..r;,ed. /An ?JI- /2vdien. _mew ~m IV. Y. by. ai.A and lu~epi.n.:; £h.e.m in. ~e ~ 
in. ih.ei.A ✓-'!f'U19-V~ an:i.e-/Wvm • Iv~ , i:.hei.A vi..ce-p/U?Aid.eni. Jt1w.uzi_ce Ze.A.Di..D , /1£1/.J bervi. 
fXVl-/Juad.ed .:w ve::n a dwp uk.11.e vn.f.-i. R.vdivi. p,wd.u.w can. be pwich.a✓-,ed . Ji:. can aJ.✓.w 
/Jen.Ve rneal.4 . /h.a.i:. h.e ✓-'eeJM .tv be nrih.uu; a l.i.vintj .w a :bu.iiu.i.R. :iv .ti1.e. idwl.e OJ~, 

rrwu,; v/ ulwm /JU/1.el.t,;. bUlj !{vdie.11. M a ·;;.e✓-'.i.Ul1.e :iv .iw✓-,e ,lv11. dwm 4_ .w £mlX nrzileJt v/ 
p;U.Jl.c.it,-Le • Anvfl;} t/2.e 1..a.-l:i.en. .w {, li..e J llv u J, u.Jw /Je/l. ve/J iJi..e.m a/J I r.J IW.h. 11.ead.en. and i.ea.01.e11. 
v/ bv.:dz. oii.l.d.n.en and a.d..ultA • Ji:. .w a l..abu/l. vj love . Tria.i:. /i.e. rind. a pe/1,U.)d vf- ll.eAi1i­
e.nce i..n J ✓-,/111.el UTUWu.6i:.e.J4 ✓-,1A~d h..w /l£40.bze t.v /l.e/TW.Jl. vb/.Jen.van.i:. • II e IIT1.1f. be 
rrv/l.R. kw~ea.bl.e than mi.Mi:. vt i:h.e vilz.e.M . 11.w meaije/l. bvvkdz.e.l..ve-1 ai:. !wme i.nc1ud..e 
bvvl<✓-, vj .:l:Jz.e 8.i.hle and. a -~ !,.ul.dian. ~ch. . 0 d.v app11.ecu:z;le hi.A ,wl.e a/J a fX-l:'1'1--M.bbi.. • 

:Jean. [v/2.en .w p11.e1.u.-eni. rwi:. V~!f v,l fAe AMvci.a.:ti.un [uliuelle J/.J/Ul.elue fr6-
f!.ni.1u,e but aim v{ tAe L.i..vM [lub .f{e hlL1 oz.e.at.ed. 4Vme pt!£~ , camp!.Ju; w..~, 
,"v11. eX£1ITlfW: I . in. uJu...cA ih.e 4i:./l.~ v/ bvi:./2. .w OJmbin.ed. • /}z.e, mi..x. v'l pn.i..vilei,'ed. GM. 
und.e11.-pn.i..vu.R{}ed , Jewv.Jz. and. [Nz,.wii.an , bl.ack and u1u..i:.e heLM ~ .iv a p,u.defd:. 
/lJJl.e • 11.w _piu.-?/eMi.vnal. /Wle aA a pU.vi:. ha✓-, put. hi.m i..n clv,ae lvuch. wi.J/i J€1.J),j i.n. v:tl.i 
~ • He ha-1 iAe.4-v11.e been abl.e. :iv VIU)Gfl-'-JR- a f..u,vna,l Jewi..dz. cvrrTllJJJ7.i..,b). am.J'lf) tAe. 
700 Jew/J i..n yua.dnl.oupe • w'e 'l.1 P.Wbab4 h-00.A. rrvn.e a'bvut i:./2..w_m iAe nea11. ~ . Jn 
i/2.e mR.an.i:iJne i:h.e.y. have a /JVJti:. v/ fXI-!U!JU-ch.U.d. n.el.ai-..i..vndu..p . ln.e v~ vf bvi:./2. an.e ~. 

J ,w.ve ji;und. u,w1mii1.. an.d. devvh..on i..n near~ alJ_ iJi..e. -~ CJ.)rm'.urv...i..e/J J have 
v.i.Ai..i.ed. • Bui:. il. .w µeg.u~ p;vi.ed. wi..iA fu~, l..a.ch. _v/. ex.cil.RJneni an.cl. li.me 
in./.Jf:0a-!:,i.on. Jean. (uh.en and n~ an.e dij./en.ent. • Selfle,M, e/~, 
d?.Wed., h.e hi14 NJAneMed i/2.e ~ vi .tk tdwl.e cvfT1TILlnj-bj. • J dJJ rwi /ai.l. .:w 
11.e3~ that. ~e ben.eM,, {twm,ilie. .wr,p{.e /aci.v11. v/ ~wi:./2. l/1Rl.J.J a.c.cA.R.iiuM, 
9 Ul./J~ • /3ut u U,Vul.d. rwi. be /JV wUlwut hiA and o:i:h.eAA ✓-'eMe o / 
in/.> • ex.ci..i:.emerii:. • 

,put !3!1- i/1.e. UX11f ,. bviiz. i;~e an.cl. :J~c.a we11.e /.Jen/Ji..i:i_ve envw;;}z. :iv ~i:. vn . 
~ 'Tiff- /wt.el: bill_ , the l..aii..e11. expe~ me. :tv ✓-,end tAe.m bvv/44 "and v.ifuvt rrrd.R.1u.alo. 
/i~ue did i..i:. wU/wut Gn.!f 9,ui.d p/lJJ <t,UJ.) • 

Ji. i../J nv l..o119e/l. ll.€I.U/J that. ;/anni..ca. .w dAtM~ ~ ikm a dee.a.de a.r;.v • 
Nv1t , i..n tAe. ~{ v/ f}ene~ J~,n,y du.dz. ha✓., 11.eC1.Jmi.ed. VU/1. rTWUJ ~w.oM , 

1..✓-, u n.ew.,J i:hai:. .th.e ~n m /Ji.~ CI.Jme✓., /APm bvtl-z. etTl,U).A{Li,wn ~ ae/.e.cii..1.m • 
Wh.ai. di.d. -1.f.Ai.ke me aA un1.u,ual .w i/ui.i. tJw✓-,e uJw /WTWJl. adlz.eJte /JV mieM'e4- :iv i:./2.e 
v~M o/ Jewi.dz. v~~M and Jemi.Ah. li../e • 0/ i/1.e. ni..n.e dutec.:tv_M v{ :llz.ei.A , 
lj~ [vlU)Ae<J<!-linn v/ JMn.el.i..f_e✓., 1 i... e., fuut co_~~~ 

1
m.e:f. wJ}z. me. ~ i.un.CA 1 

&.x h.ave mixed rrwvii..a;J.e-1 . Yei:. _iiz.ei..11. mieMe /e~ vf.JeJ.l)Wl~e-M ~ , vbv.U..:U/J ai. 
evelt!I twzn. , in eve11.y cvnvel//XLU!Jn • ,W. v/ i,1.em J.J'..i."end. iliai:. i/2.e.vz. d~ &wJ.1 be 
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Jemi..di. , even if- th.e flal.ac:Jia. do M n.v t /a VV/1. VIRJn • Fv wt v ll. /i-ve ~ aLjJ.J i:h.eff we./1.e 

sm. Nvw i:h.e!{- WlR. 25<?. Yet 111.R. e/{v/1.i. . i.v CJ.)ndu.ci.. ,1ell.V-LCM J ;f~ CJ.)n.iJ.nue Sa.hlxdh. 
-1ch.vvl , i.v vo-ae1tve .the /e-1li~ 

1
/l.R/TaU1..,1 a..1 ~vw ~ eve1t • lh.e:; have rw 

1
11.atJbi.., 

rw flaF ·' rw lte.O.d.e~ J rw :f.Aai.n.ea. tradte/1.,1 I n.v eJ.i)ujh. -1c:J:vl.wzdu...p. Yet hl.R. d.e.,~ 
i.v (1Uu..e.ve :l:Aern /IRJTO..ut,a -1VW11ff • Ch hLe vi.h.ell. , t.Jlfd. :til.R.fj, have rwi. been. a.hie i.v 
u:i:Lf..,i. ~ ih.ei..lt vun fl i..1.J.el A aideJnJJ- .w diJ. fu:,uLt i.v accept • 

7/2..w .w a p1U..vai.e -1ch.vvl , ~ bff l<abbi.. B~ llvv/2e1t , 7965-7974 • 
lie .UXfA a.hie i.v ~u.ad.e ~ CJ.)1TITIJ..UU...:ll,1 i./za.i. ih.e!J, dwul..d v~3e and. -au.ppv/1.i. a -ach.vvl 
u.k.ch. w ul..d a.tirLin. ih.e ~i. ,1iruulaA.d.,,J , ih.e bMi. i.eaC/l.e/l,a , ~ ciaMM , r;,LU:Li.µJ 
edJ..i.caii..on L iJ1. -1ecula.1t and Judai..c -11..udi..e,,1 • Jt /2.a,a rww f}/WUTl. i.v i.n.clud.e -aeCJ.)rula;w 
-1ch.vvhl. • lh.eff Qll.e e/~ lwMed..J a~!f ,&c.ai..ed • !Mite cvie rw ~n 
ll.M:l:.JU..clivn-a /1.eU.q,WIM fW/1. llil.ci...al • I h.e!I-. ~ve &lCC.eeded. i.n. :l:h.euz. rrujv1t aun !._ lh.eff 
C1./l..e an e~ ,1cJw_ol • Bux. ih.eff have "/ai-f-e.d. i.n. vne v/ i:h.ei..lt nrL,fa1t CLUM • /h.vz,e Q/Z.e 
rw JeJ.IJ.i..di -11:udi..eA • /h.e CJ.)~ .w i.h.e p;v1te1t /v1t il . 

J GI:!_ adv.wed i.h.ai. &t/4 v/ the :Jemi.di. CJ.)~ C1./l..e i.n.ei.Ju-rrvvu..ed. Oil. in rni..xed. 
ITYJ./W.ll.1}e-a • /h..w d.ve,a_ Cll.eafe p/WD}eJTv.J 0 d.e~.i..1.m _rmh.uu; M i.v ulw llUjl- uae i:h.e 
-11puzg_vf}u.e /v/i._a ~ , ld_w nr1.ff oe u1.vu..ed. U1 i:h.e.uz. ceme.:fn:uj I u.kd {-V/llil cvnvvw.i..vrw 
~ ~e • lh:e!f have a h..wi.v/ljf o!: :tlvtee huru:ur.e.d. ~ v/_ei,{vlti. i.v lf;il.ow haJ.a.cJu.c. 
.hu:z.d.i...ii.n-a , wi...:Ot con.i:/wveA,.,:Jff U1 cU.m.Jd evVUJ._ gen.€/l£1.,U.J)n , ltt.e.51 have ~41. f_i_l.,fu 
!fR-W:,-1 o / ~ di.mi.ru.d.i...n v/ /.Jl.lCYl. e/jo/1.i. • lfu?.i..lt ''Ac.l0-t) 'Rabbi.. 11 

, d.evv:l:.ed. , ~ 
lWJt/2.i..Ju;;. 1 .w rrn.M.i..ed. i.v a (fvz.id:J..an., ih.ei..tz. rrrJ./l./Uf1-')e pvt{v/1/Tlea i.n. a du.uz.cA i.n. .t,.0:r~ 

bv., a rni.n.i.Ate1t uJw ll.Mpvnded :/xJ fh.eut wi..dt :/xJ eluni.nat.e 1te/.e.n.en.e.e i.v )MU-1 .';re CJ.)fTIR./J 
ol an. vl.d fomi:l!I- and. .w a p,wd.uct. v/ J:lt.ei..lZ. one d.w,; a wee/2 Sa.hlxdJi. Sc'Jwvl , clo-1eiJJ. 
~ i.v th.e /lflbb.w aNi. ih.e ~9-ue • fl e .w "i}w,w~ ~ wJh. i, 1.e o/UU!/1. 
v / -1vi v .i.ce • Yet h..w krww.Le.d.t;Je v f- :Juda.i..ca. .w .luni..te.d. • 

Th.ei..lZ. ilvz.ee llXVlJ:i.en-1 1 ?1te-a., V .i.ce-?1te,1. and T 1tea-1. met. wi..JJi. me ai. duin.vi.. 
Th.e!f- wvz.e k.i..nd ai. a u»d?..i..n.t; lunch.eon i.h.e ne:d:. da!f b,JI- dx v/ i:fte.i..A i.en dur.eci.v/L-1 , 
and a 7th "di.A.eciJJll. j.vuul. U-1 a:I:. dumeA ai. -lli.e :'wrne of- i.h.e p1te.,a.,uJ.en.i. .{,a.dz. v/ t.luv.,e 
vc..c£JA.i.,vn-1 g.a.ve 1M oppvl1.:l.unft.,!f, i.v di.Acu..M iiw nr:ij»1t ~j_ec;f,,j , ~ j v1t conveM.i. .. ,m, 
and lww i.v ;J.ei a .na.bbi.. , p.i+l ~ , ~ wne , ll.~lill.e!- ~ ;:~ ~ ,, ~ ·e.11. • 

Such. a 11.abb-i.. u»ul..d. have i.v be Ue,ruj)_ en.VllfYl- i.v li..ve U1 /<JJl¥:.U.Ca , and. WLiJi. i.h.ei..lZ. 
w~ cofTIT1J.Jf1il:J; , i:Ao.di..:twnal erwu.ih-, i.v accep. i:Kei..lZ. Sepza;tdi. ~ 1 /2rww­
~eable erww;;h. to £each. .th.em , unde/1.,1:1:a'n.di.ru; en.vUfY!. rwi. ~ . i.Jn?Me on them , and. 
~iJ..J.Lf. erwur;;}t to l.ea.d. iJwn vux. v/. :t.h.e rvlla..M i.n. uJu:d th.e.JJ f.i.nd ili.em-aelve-a • 

J am diAh.e.wtten.ed b!J, ilieuz. li.mi....:t.ed. -1ian.d.cvidA • :ram en.cvW1a.CJ-ed by. :t.h.e 
in .fon Ai .f.11 I- LI • d • .J. II J,,,,...,.. II 
~~~~ v :ui.e.uz. e-1-UZ.e ~o ,......,~ vn • 

Th.e 1tep;/1.i. on SLJ./WUilTl fTILl.1:f. beg...i.-n wLih. 4Vme cl.wu..f.i..c.a-i,wn v/- ili.e. pvl.i..i...i...cn 
~n • 

Th.e rn.i...l.Jrvu., coup ikd. i.vv/~ pl.ace i.n. 79<:lJ dwd~ed. th.e cow~ • 7/2.a,,t .i...i. ua✓.J 
Led. by. v/-P-ce1t-1 o/. ~vr. 11.fl.M ~ve c..rw:l.en.c.e , h.vwev~ i.v i.h.e beli..ej- iJi.ai. ,lli...w ua✓.J 
le,a,1 a pvweA. pln.!f- and. nv1te a <;en.uiJ1.e ~ i.v eluni..rui.i.e th.e ~-OJ/l./l.Llflion. iJiai. 
d.evekpe.d. ,WI.Ce 'ln!,e~ce iJ1. 7r1_S. Un/v~ .th.ey. ~ ~ tAeiA ,~~ 
~n. • ( o 1t1tUpti..on cvnii.nu.e,1 • '/ OweA .w :J:!.L4i.. a-1 conceniA.ai.e.d. • lh.e ~ p.le ni,ui}t.t 
iheJte/v1te have elec:wi. a ru?JJJ g,oveAJVTIRJLi. • Hux. iJLe!f- weAeR. '.t gi-veII. i:h.e duin.ce • 'Jn 
OecemDe1t 7982 ih.e rnU..uww, f"-!tue/1. -a~ execu:led. a ;f!Wup vl opf.Vnertb.J and. tterUle11.e.d. 
a pr.ee ele<;j:i...vn. ~Mi..b,{e .filen in uru../JJMI a1te eve1t:;d,te.ll.e • A ru.dJi-t{1;. ~/-~ h.a.1 bef.fl. 
~-1ed. • f eall. .w :t.h.e rwMl , h.tvt.d1:J. exp1te,,1,1e.d • {,v~dtj -1eeJ11/.l to be ~ /-o1t ih..e 
un/?./Wun • 
_ AltJww;}i- :J~ ,1e.11.v_e~ in v_rvu-v~ mi.n.i..✓.J:l:.JU..e-a , rwne ~ll.e ?Jli...:ucal.. acii.v.w:1:.-1 • 
T/ie!f all.e iJ1. rw ;1peci..al p;~n v.w a v.w i.h.e r;;vv<V1/VTIR.JLi • lh.e!f 'have_been. rw~ 
br.eai.ed • lh.e 9ov€/ll1/Tlefl.i. ;1ti..ll -1ujivertb.J 

0
the Ilagan. of eadt ~~~~•.I~ had. rw . 

pll.VbiRJn iJ1. ffei:;li.nq, l.i.cen-1M i.v .unpilti '/(U/.J()Ve/t pwd.J..l.c:f,,.j. lhefi. rw ~--
i.on-a oiheJt "i.lum JJuMe 9-en.e~ .impcMed. 1 -aucA aA CU/Vlerir-11 • lh.e v/ the :Jewi..-ah. 
cvrrrnun}_:/j-e-1 d.v noi appetM to be i/WubLe,c1.. • 

Th.eAe -aee/11/.l :/xJ be -aome i.mfJ!!!!veJ7leni.. i.Ji .tAei.A ,:vn.di...ii..vn v/ Jew.i.di. li../-e • 
0~ and. biJz..:IJw have k.epi. fXl-Ce • 7/1.e/lR. all.e -1:tJ.l.. /.Jvrr«::. 2(X) iJu/.j_vid.i..taM , motte ott 
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lf'A-1 e~ d.i..vi..ded beiween fJi.e 'Pv~Me Se~ and. i:Ae Ou.:t.cA fLhne.n.cz.7.,un • Tv 

~M.-1 /-'J/1. a mvfTIRfLi. , U.. .w .i..n.f.vi.e<l~ in rwi.e iJl. f1i.e Madi.ng, v / tAeuz. A.w'fw/U.R/J 1 

iKe cvn.hwvllRA.i.RA tAr.i.t. eX,1..,1ted beiween "AdJ?.eIU1fai and. Sep'uvuu.[im .i.n._ nr::I(l.!f v{. :f1i.Me vld 

( OJUbbean. cvrrmuni....ti..e.-1 1 wi.-fh. eveJli.ual -j,uind.eAA and eli.minaii.on vi ~n • Jn 

'Swwuun tJi.e ~U4 di../le/lRJl,C.M wvte eli.mi.n.ai.ecL mudz. eaM.i..eA ihmt eLJe.uJ-z.e/1.€ • J3ut. 

f1i.e <l'7pa.;zo.;f,wn i.n.i:.v :fuJv cv~ NL1 cvn;ww_ed lvlt[f VI. , .i.nd.e.ed iv i:Aw : da.11- • I lW 

<l~vg,uM , :fuJv cenieiwu.M , 1™J p11.e.-1i.derdA , ei.c. a11.e <lii..ll iJ<RAR. • J iJunl~ J ✓-iee 

a ~/1. v/ hope. :!Jud :llte cvvpvui:li..on fl-tey. have adu_eved rra.Jj 1ead. iv ~n • 

l!-i.e Ou.i:dt Adih.e.n.a.Pfll .-1ucceeded 11.ec~ iJl. /t£U.AJ..l:{f envtu)i. mvne!f iv 11.e(XLUI. and 
11.e µte,,:Jh. fuur. ✓-l!fU19-0<J-Ue 1 bui.J.,t iJl. 7 8 ]5 vn f1i.e ✓-,J..e v / iKe ✓-l!JfUlfJV<JUe £h.e !I ~ed iJl. 

71 ]4 • &th. CVITIT1J..l/'lLU.M a11.e rww [?/lfl-!J!.m} iv9-e~ in :l:hi.A lvve1.v,. <l!f1Ul9-C?iue 1 rwi. VfUf/ 

beCfl.U/Je f1i.e 77 .Jl 'Pv~ue<le Se~ <l!JlU19,0[JUe .i..,,J aJ.mo✓-,t. llll.i.Nuihi.:En.1/le 1 but. beCfl.Ll.4e 

ih.eur. e~ op. p/lJJ.:!09 iv;1-ei:/1.e11. iJl.- ali.eNULi.e ,:-J}Jfl.a9JJ<;jUM vve./1. fJi.e l.ciAi. dv frI1- y.ecvz,,j 
ha✓-, ~ven each. a ✓-ien✓-ie "v{. cvm(.JJll.i. wi..i:A fJi.e v~ .When.- fhe!J h.ad di.//i.c.1.1l.i:4 iJl. a.du..eviJ-v; 

a tnU7.!!f1Il. except. /011. ?e✓-i.ii..VGM , ih.e cvnd.i.i:,.u.m v/- i:h.e <l.JITUlf}V~M df.d rwi. ~ -6.vJ.J th.em • 
Nvw £Jw.i:. ih.efj, have lwd_a mi.n.F, eadt Shabbat. jv11. i:h.e fu£ £IV1.ee !lePJvj , fl-tey <leeni iv 

have becvme i.Jl.,,jpi.11.ed. • I Aua a,i_,j_ :tf...e!f /.Jll.cceed iJl. il-Le l'...e(-wzbi..d,J.m;_ , and :l/2.v-..e 4 ✓-,0me 

~ ahvui. 11.epa.0!--nf). fJi.e vl.cLvz. vne dM~ i:Aeur. emvii..vruil. h..eA iv U.. • I IU1£.e 

~'lA4 ag,o , vnl.y, ih.e llapi , i.h.e p11.e.-1i.deni. and J a.i.iR.nded a Shablxu. mv/lFUJU} ✓-'e./1.v.i.ce • 

Nvw 1 vn :t1i..w bi.p , nv:f. vrf-4-. UJe.11.e i:h.Vl.e 26 ~ple i.n. ail~ , J..,,j cvmpvM.ii..vn 

ua4 mv✓-ii. encv~·. Jt. hm/. th.Me ~ and /vlUl. y,vmen • IVOOlt[f ih.e rool.M UJe.11.e 1™J bv}fO 

11.ecen.:lli;. 8aA. • :&'.: a new 9->nvell.i. 'by cvnv.i.ci.i...vn ( iJl. hi.A la.:te iwen.f.i...e4, a B. A. (-twm 

llvll.ancf and an. frl.Yt m Yale), 1™J f.een ageAA , i:Ae 1™J p/lR/.>-i.d.erdA , vne v/- i:Aeur. 
4vuJe.-1i. ben.e/aci.vM ei:.c. J t dJJe.-1 ~ve me a <l~e v/- mme 11.ev.i...val. • J cmuwt accvuni. 

/_p11. U.. • But. J /2Wl.ei.JJ uxmi:. iv en.cvWUl!fe :l'ie.m • /hi.A .w anv~ 9Pod .i..lL.wJi:A.a.h.1.m v/ 

Juda.i.4n 1 <l <l~ .lJe<lpU..e ail iAe .i..n./J-.u.ence.-1 v/ envur.vnmen.i.al ~ 1 v/ ~e✓-' 
i:ha.i:. a/1.e rni..xed. , o/ rnuivlU..i.!j- ✓-,:f.a._fu,j I ei.c., fu!J-~ c1iJv; iv i:h.eu,_ IWO:t.<l and ih.eui. 

pe.vple • c .. 1.N~, dw JW✓-,e ~ envug}t iv pi.ch me lfP af. ""I-, hot.ei. ai. 7 a.m. iv 
Mcvll.i. me £y ih.e ai..Apyll.i. , .w a dutect c£e4cencfan.i. v/ i.h.e Oav.u:L /va.41!1- dw c.ame i.v JV<iRJi 
Savanndt. i.n. SU/UJ'mn lfw.m r ay.enn.e an.cl. 11,(L.,j able I ..-j()me !feaM l..a.t..e/1. iJl. mi..d- 17 i:Ji. ce.n.:IJ.uu; 

iv cl.eecL _"f1!7-)f. _aCA,~.-J v/ ~ iv :l'i.e Jew01i cv~:;. • lle1te ~ 0 d:i..1l. c.aA.11.ffU19- ~me 

A.e4pvrvu.D~ a✓-, a p11.Vuc_ me.mDe./1. v/- iJl.e cvrrmuni.:l:JJ am:1. f1i.e Jewi..dt pevpi.e • Tt'wuj efJeJ.l),1 

iJl. ffL1(l1f ~ o / :lli.e lW 11.ld , iJl. evell.lj- 9-envudi.vn , have a..&mdvned U<l • Bui. i.h.e 'Jewi.AA 
pe;ple ✓-,ti..ll 1.i...vM • 

J have a IWM iv --XZ!f. about f1i.e fu;aur.e and J uxm.i. iv pd U.. .i..n. ~ • 
(vrrrnuni..i:i..e 1T11.J;1i. ana d.v tuuL iAeuz. vu.n. <lVU/1.CM Of. .i..n.✓-,pura.:li.,.)n • But. "ih.ey. alAO 

p.nd <l~ .i..n. i:h.e.i...11. h..eA i.v Jh.e J~h. people . J~ Z.wn.i.&t ,Bn.ai. B/1..i.i:Jz., ei:.c... 

cuul. e✓-ipecw.J.4 U7(, a11.e th,Me ~ • But i..i d.vMn. 1 i. uvnh 7/ :llte!f _~ homt!J and /lJ€ druj 
i.n. VU/I. i.n.f.e/l/1l1.ii..onal v//i-c,M • lhe ke~ l.i.ea i.n. vi.M.ii.ru;, ihRPz • lh.e v-UJ.i.i:.v11. mU4i. be 
J~ hrwwie/4ea.ble 'and. p;w/.~naJ..4- ~.J.l..ed • J 'J...a.ve d..vne .t/2.e jp6 ~/1. 14 :;eat'_/j 

M a ~,. btd ITl!f, p11.V/~rwl ex.pvti..en.cM M a /lO..Obi.. and a ..-j()ci...al IWMe./1. have came 

iJl.iv f-U!lj • 'P.i..eaAe fil~Ve me i.L J appea11. iv be ✓-ieL.1.-p~ • J d.v not mean. i.v be • 

J !mow lww rnu.dt J na.ve ~ ~ cvrrrnuni..i:i..e • None v~ A.e.pvfl.f.✓-i am /1.ealii;, cvnve!f. 

.i.t. • B fJi.e time fJi.e nex.i:. 'Pl.en.um Jnh.e✓., ce J wi.J.1 ptzn6a..6 have /1.R.O..Ch.ed. ITUj ilJ.!fi. , wul. 
fTUJ 76At y.ea11. i.n. fh..w ✓-ipi..ci/i..c. uvnh iJl. tf}t: You need iv • ~ a 11.epl.a.Cfl!eni:. • lhi.n/4 v/ 

a p;w/eM_.wrwl. . Sudt a pvt-1vn COfl. be uw:vw.ci.e.d. iv 9-v nv1e 
11
0 ~ ~ di..d. ~ • ~uch. a 

~n wi.lJ. ~e yvu iv apply. a lwu,;e//. budg.ei. /v1t .oLLC/l. • 'ewi..dz. li/e --xzv.uu; ,· 

TizM 1tepvll.i. .w an. encvlf:!1!19-i.Ju; vne • Yuu wiJJ- ~e/.o//.e und.eM.irmd _llllj d..v.,.i..,ie. 

iv ✓-,eJ?.d_ cv pi-e1, iv : BJW']-prwt , s-lnfl,f!-/1.. ;)}~ lanen.l:Cfllll , ~~ rf __ ( ~f'JI.D.a.qn , 

'Roi:/2. 1 Lac/_~, Kan.ee, Ab~v ,Kvl'll3:. ,. Jvzj.?,Pe/1£.. , •. 5½~~ 'JCJK;.~l/-1 YZJ.f!!__~¼ 
'P IU!1-~ Ou!:. ;_in, Lev ~!I- , l<.ap!.an. , f ~n , ;J~,s _ , S cJwidl~ ~.nR vr, ~IUJ '-, 

B/l.enne11. , ~ KJWnij.J lvll.Cjl1-~ ,Lev_0 v 

yao,:t, !3ecRe/!, 1 f~ 
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7hhbL Alex. 5 clu.n.d1eA 

Uruon o! Arruvu:.CC/ll. fleb11.ew [ong,11.eg,a.ii»M 

8J8 Fi..µh. Avenue 
New YollR N. Y. 10021 

PAR , 



B,abbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Joshua M. Dwork 

January 20, 1975 

The UAHC receives a $1,000. subvention from the American Section of the World 
Jewish COngr~ss for two representatives on their Executive Committee ae an 
allowance for the Plenary to be held in Israel in February. It appears that 
I will not be going and I will advise you if there is any change. 

The WJC has deducted $500. for our 1974 dues and the enclosed check for $500. 
should be credited to our line for subventions. It is a conteibution to our 
expenses. 
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January 15, 1975 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I enclose a check for $500.- ($1,000.­
less $500.- dues for 1974) representing 
travel subsidy and per diem allowance for the 
delegation of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations. 

As previously advised, the contribution 
is paid to each member organization of the 
American Section on the basis of its 
representation on the World Executive The 
Uni?n of American Hebrew Congregation; is 
entitled to two representatives on that body. 
Therefore, I am remitting $500. 

No further allowances of any kind will 
be paid in Jerusalem to any member of the 
American Section delegation. 

I'he enclosed check is really no more than 
a contribution to the expenses of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations. 

MM:ia 
enc. 

With best regards, 

v1~ls_ sine 

M~me 
Executive D1 ector 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONG RESS: AMERICANS FOR PROGRESSIVE ISRAEL: AMERICAN SEPHARDI FEDERATION: B'NAI ZION: CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RAIIBIS: HADASSAH: JEWISH RECONSTRUCTIONIST FOUNDATION: LABOR ZIONIST ALLIANCE: MIZRACHI-HAPOEL HAMIZRACHI : NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS: PIONEER WOMEN: POALE AGUDATH ISRAEL: RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY OF AMERICA: UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS: UNION OF ORTHODOX JEWISH CONGREGATIONS OF AMERICA: UNITED ZIONISTS REVISIONISTS - HERUT USA: ZIONIST 
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 
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NAHUM GOLDMANN 

Dr . Alex Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 

Paris , December 21st, 1970 

New - York , N oYo 10021 

Dear Alex: 

I hop e you do n't mind my calling you by your :firs t name . 

I am sending you herewith copy of my letter to Maurice . My gratitude to him fo r having p repared a positive decision of the Union applies naturally to y o u. 
I am delighted that you will c ome to the Nice meeting o 

Look ing forward to see you, I am, with best wishes for the new year, 

Most cordial ly yours, 

cc .: Dro M. Eisendrath 



NAHUM ffiLDMANN 

Paris, December 21st, 1970 

Dr . Maurice Eisendrath 
838 Fifth Avenue 
N ew - York, N0 Yo 10021 

Dear Maurice, 

I tried to reach you before I left New-Yo rk 
on December 13th in the morning, but I could not get you. 

I received in the meantime your letter for 
which I want to thank you and for the decision of the 
Union which you and your people have p~epared so skilfully 
and effectively . Their joining is of the greatest importance 
for the Congress . 

I am p ersonally delighted to look f o rward t o 
close cooperation with you i n the coming years. I want also 
t o thank you for yo ur most g racious remarks about me in your 
message t o the dinner. I a m mo re than sorry that you cannot 
come to Nice, but I hope you can send Schindler . It would be very important for us to h ave one of your colleagues at the 
meeting of the Governing Council and the new commission on 
reorganization. He would have to be at NICE from Jaunary 4th 
till the deal is concluded and could fly back on the eigbh 0 

Wishing you very s p eedy recovery and all the 
best for you and your lovely wife for the New Year, I am 
mo st c o rdially 

You r s, 
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•1r . Alvin E. Coleman 
20 East 76 Street 
,: ·W York , N. Y. 10021 

De r Alvin , 

April 9, 971 

TI'oz-giv me for not responding sooner to your letter of :t-iarch1 25t l,) but a~ you knew I have been in the hospital ar.d it is difficult for me to get to my mail; yet> l wanted to respond to your letter myself . 
• ex Sc1indler told me that he •.n-ote Rabbi Sob~l a long letter, ?eo~bly intended for pres~ntation to your zo~rd > t~ich s p ls ou · in gre- t detail just what the World Jewish C-_ .ngress is .and "t< .1~ t t he reasons are -which raotivated o• ·- joining t1is org.:mization. For your pezu al and just in case you haven't seen this letter, I a~ attachin~ ~nether copy. There is ve:y little I need dd to it or sub ·ract fro it . 

our arguments concerning t he World Union for Pregressive Judnusm wou be mot persuasive , were the World Union truly as repres nta • e s yo· t' 'in ,. Unfortunately, th World Union do s not have congr ga io s 'i e revet' Jews live in consider able nu -be.:s . 11 As a c~ e i n oi1t, fun .lmenuilly we have only o re.:i ly very active congregation in 1 o • 'outh America, and yet a million Jews live there -whose prob eras m &t be the concern of tha merican Je~i h coil'llllunity. Vast segi:;:.~n s of Europe n Jewry are without cont.ect via the World Uni.on for Progr ss­ive Ju ~G . We have no congrega tion i~ o.any lands of that contin ut; iu 'a word, there &re proble:ns of world Jer,.;ry and concerns w .ic' m: pro a_ly ours which can only flo 1 through o r loose affiliation uit the World Jewish Congress . I underscore the adjective 11100 e 11 b ­by joining the World Je1Jish Congress we do not in any sence surr n o· autonomy . This is abuncantly made clear in the cons tit tion o o. gre s . The Congress docs not spe k for us and ~e are not bound its ecisions or resolutions by auy mailner cf ~eans . 

bviously, no decisions of the Union Bo~rd ere binding fo~ a 1 tica com ~ and if as you fear actions of the Congress prove t o be 11mo-;ce divisive than productive" ~e wil certainly have the opportu,ity to t rwina te our affiliation, end if this does tz:ans?ire . lwhy then I 't-Ji be the first to reco..mend that we do so. 

With cordial greetings. I am 

very sincerely yours. 

Maurice N. Eisendrath 

to 
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CONGREGATION EMANU -EL 
o f the Ci ty o f New York 

ONE EAST SIXTY• FIFTH STREET • NEW YORK 10021 • 212 RH 4 • 1400 

OFFIC E OF THE PRESIDENT 

March 25, 1971 

Dear Maurice: 

At the last meeting of the Te mple Emanu-El Board of Trustees, March 23, 1971, the matter of the Union's recently announ ced associa­tion with the American Section of t he World Jewish Congress was discussed. A number of trustees could not understand h ow membership in an international organization, about which there is so much divided opinion, should be dealt with as a casual matter of business, without prior reference to the Union Board for study and consideration. A near-unanimous vote in these circumstances can only be understood as being uninformed. This certainly was true 1.n my own case. 

Others expressed misgivings t hat a specifically religious organization like the U.A.H.C. should seek affiliation with an inter­national body whose purposes, while specifically Jewish, are in no visible way related to the needs and programs of Reform Jews in the United States. 

Th e U.A. H.C. is closely bound to the World Union for Pro­gressive Judaism which is an international body whose interests have a special kinship with us. The World Union has congregations where­ever Jews live in considerable numbers and surely we can learn all t hat is needed about the conditions under which Jews live through t hes e contacts. We are not even in the dark about the Iron Curtain countries. 

The discussion by our board indicated that there were s trong doubts as to the wisdom of this affiliation, and fears were expressed that this relationship will be less productive than it will be d¢'q'is­ive. Many individuals in all congregations and some congregations as units must find this new association distasteful to them and diffi cult to under·stand. 

The Board with nearly all members present has asked me by unanimous vote to communicate its feelings to you and to urge t hat the association with the World Jewish Congress be at most proforma and nominal and that it be terminated in t h e event that actions are taken by the Congress which might. indeed prove greatly divisive. 
~ l 

Dr. Maurice H. Eisendrath . 
838 Fifth Avenue 

F o R JJ~~ ~q,r~?~ EN ·lo Nl0o0
~1i ATI ON 

AL:i, /r 
0 F' 

Sincerffeiz~s , 

Alvin E . Coleman 

E MANU • EL CONGREGATION A ND TEMPL E BETH - ":L 



Rabbi Ronald B. Sobel 
Temple Emanu Bl 
l East 65th Street 
New Yorki N.Y. 10021 

February a, 1971 

Aa always, it was• pleas~re to chat with you. In re your requeet for information 
concerning the world Jewish Congreas, let me say briefly that the Congreaa ia an 
international Jewiah umbrella organization with ita headquarters in Geneva and with 
affiliates in more th•n aixty countries in all quarters of the globe. 

With a few exceptions, the affiliatea of the World Jewish Congress are all central 
repre1entative bodies of entire Jewish COQIIINllitiea. In France, Bngland and the 
United States, there are sections of the World Jewieh Congre11. It is thie Amer­
ican section which the Union of American Hebrew Congregations joined. 

The aim.a of the World J wish Congreea are to inaure the aurvival of the Jewiah 
people and to strengthen ita unity by coordinating the efforte of it1 member 
organization1 in political, economic, 1oeial and cultural field1; to 1afeguard and 
aecure th rights, statWJ and intereata of Jew• aud J wish CCllll'll\ll\itiea throughout 
the world and to repreeent aamber organization, and the intereata of the Jevtah 
people aa a whole before governmental, inte~•governmental. and international 
authorities. 

Ir.a indicated, the World Jewillh Congreaa 11 not a functioning organization but an 
umbrella organi~ation, which means th•t the autonomy of constituent o~ganizationa 
is fully maintained. The Wcrld Jewiah Congreae, in effect• merely provide• a forum 
where leaders of World JeWt'y can meet and exchange information about the progreaa 
and needs of their re1pectt~e communitie1, and where they can gather whatever 
strength flows from the co~panionship of fellow Jewa. 

Why ahould the UAJ£ join this group? The reaaona are self-evident, but they are 
well uticulated by Maurice in bia meaaage to the BCMJrd of the UAIC. Let me quote 
the pertinent paragraph•: 

"One of the brighteat ideal• which animated Isaac Mayer Wiae waa that of• 
united JewUh community. Hie commitment to K'l•l Yi•roel baa been a dec:1-:lve 
force in the hS.ato'ty of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. It haa al■o 
been a paramount principle in my own career. While a rabbi in Toronto, I helped 
organize the canadien Jewiah Congreae, Aa preaident of the UAHC, I have been 
deeply invol~ed in every struggle on the Anlerican acene for the achievement of 
greater unity, cooperation, and harmony among all Jewish organbationa. 

"Today i• haa become urgent to increaae cooperation and joint collaboration on 
the world Jewiah scene•• well. The aituation in the Middle !lat, the ordeal of 
Soviet Jewry, and the fragile position of much of Latin Jewry• along with other 



Rabbi &onald B. Sobel 
page 2 February 8, 1971 

international problems• require concerted action and attention by Jewish bodies 
throughout the world. The beat available vehicle for such joint concern is the 
World Jewish Congre••• which baa invited ua. along with all other major Jewiah 
organizations in the United States, to be aaaociated in ita American section. 

''&aithful to the vision of K'lal Yiaroel, and determined to do all that we can 
to concert our energiea effectively in behalf of our fellow Jews everywhere, I 
therefore reco1I1J1.end that we accept the invit:ation to aaaoclate the UAII: with the 
Congress through meaiberahip in the American aection of this world Jewish body." 

Maurice's reconmendation was accepted unanimouely by our Board. There was extensive 
discussion and all of it was favorable. You ought to kno-~ that among those who 
spoke firmly and strongly for our joining thi& international Jewish umbrella organ• 
1za,1on was Rabbi David Polish speaking for the Central Conference of American Rabbia) 
(whose axecutive Committee recommended that the Cc.AR join in 1ta own right) aa well 
ae Rabbi Nelson Glueck who even asked to be recorded as speaking in favor of this 
atep. 

I was wrylt amused by your au gestion that the World Jewish Congress is but a 
Zionist organization, for most of the calls in criticism of otr joining which 1 
have received in recent days -- and they have been few. really -- have come from 
established Zionists who complain that the World Jewish Congreaa in its approach 
haa not been in sufficient agree ent with every aspect of Iffaeli governmental policy. 
It is true that at one point in ita history the World Jewish C<>ngreaa waa conaumed by 
trui problem of establishing the State, but since the eatabliahment of the State the 
building of a strong vital diaspora COlllllUllity baa become the focus of Congreaa 
concern and activity. 

The Congreaa, marginally noted, is alao the only organization in the international 
ephere in which the Reform Jewish community does not have some kind of aecond•claas 
citizenship. In many quarters we are totally ignored. Not so in the ranks of the 
World Jewish Congresa. After all, the Congress waa founded by a Reform rabbi -
Stephen Wise ... and moreover, while its present president, Nahum Goldmann, is not a 
Reform Jew, Reform Jewa are in the highest level of Congreaa leadership, and such 
m1mes es Joachim Prinz and Philip Klutznick are bandied about as the likely 
succeaaora to Nahum Golcbann. 

Thia, then, is it. I hope that this information ta helpful to you. 

With affectionate good wiahe■, I am 

Cordially, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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IMIIEM((J)~AJNID)UJIMI 
Date ,January 4, 1971 

From __________ R_a_b_b_i _A_l _e_x_a_n_d_e_r _~_1_._s_c_h_i_n_d_ler 

To EXECUTIVE STAFF and REGIONAL DIRECTORS 

Copy for information of ______________________________ _ 

Subject __________________________________ _ 

As a result of the recent Board action, and stimulated by 
the recent national Jewish Post editorial on the subject, 
we received a number of inquiries concerning the reasons 
which motivated the UAHC to join the American section of 
the World Jewish Congress. Many of the people do not even 
know what the Congress is. 

In response to such an inquiry by Baltimore Hebrew Congre­
gation, I sent a letter to its president, Henry Fensterwald, 
which spells out our view on the subject. 

It may be helpful to you in answering any questions you may 
tecd.ve conceraillg ·thf.f-•-ia-sue. 
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Vice President 

Hr. Henry J. Fensterwald 
Baltimore Hebrew Congregation 
7401 Park Heights Avenue 
Baltimore, Maryland 21208 

Dear Henry, 

December 31, 1970 

As always, it was a pleasure to chat with you. In re your request :or information 
concerning the World Jewish Congress, let me say briefly that the Congress is an 
international Jewish umbrella organization with its headquarters in Geneva and with 
affiliates in more than sixty countries in all quarters of the globe. 

With a few exceptions, the affiliates of the World Jewish Congress are all central 
representative bodies of entire Jewish communities . In France, England and the 
United States, there are sections of the World Jewish Congress. It is this Amer­
ican section which the Union of American Hebrew Congregations joined. 

The aims of the World Jewish Congress are to ·insure the survival of the Jewish 
people and to strengthen its unity by coordinating the efforts of its member 
organizations in political, economic, social and cultural fields; to safeguard and 
secure the rights, status and interests of Jews and Jewish communities throughout 
the world and to represent member organizations and the interests of the Jewish 
people as a whole before governmental, inter-governmental, and international 
authorities. n 

As indicated, the Horld Jewish Congress is not a functioning organization but an 
umbrella organization, which means that the autonomy of constituent organizations 
is fully maintained. The World Jewish Congress, in effect, merely provides a forum 
where leaders of World Jewry can meet and exchange information about the progress 
and needs of their respective communities, and where they can gather whatever 
strength flows from the companionship of fellow Jews. 

Why should the UAHC join this group? The reasons are self-evident, but they are 
well articulated by Maurice in his message to the Board of the UAHC. Let me quote 
the pertinent paragraphs: 

"One of the brightest ideals which animated Isaac Mayer Wise was that of a 
united Jewish community. His commitment to K'lal Yisroel has been a decisive 
force in the history of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. It has also 
been a paramount principle in my own career . While a rabbi in Toronto, I helped 
organize the Canadian Jewish Congress . As president of the UAHC, I have been 
deeply involved in every struggle on the American scene for the achievement of 
greater unity, cooperation, and harmony among all Jewish organizations. 

"Today it has become urgent to increase cooperation and joint collaboration on 
the world Jewish scene as well. The situation in the Middle East, the ordeal of 
Soviet Jewry, and the fragile position of much of Latin Jewry - along with other 
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international problems - require concerted action and attention by Jewish bodies 
throughout the world. The best available vehicle for such joint concern is the 
World Jewish Congress, which has invited us, along with all other major Jewish 
organizations in the United States, to be associated in its American section. 

"Faithful to the vision of K'lal Yisroel, and determined to do all that we can 
to concert our energies effectively in behalf of our fellow Jews everywhere, I 
therefore recommend that we accept the invitation to associate the UAHC with the 
Congress through membership in the American section of this world Jewish body. " 

Maurice's recommendation was accepted unanimously by our Board. There was extensive 
discussion and all of it was favorable. You ought to know that among those who 
spoke firmly and strongly for our joining this international Jewish umbrella organ­
ization was Rabbi David Polish speaking for the Central Conference of American Rabbis 
(whose Executive Committee recommended that the CCAR join in its own right) as well 
as Rabbi Nelson Glueck who even asked to be recorded as speaking in favor of this 
step. 

I was wryly amused by your suggestion that the World Jewish Congress is but a 
Zionist organization, for most of the calls in criticism of our joining which I 
have received in recent days -- and they have been few, really -- have come from 
establishment Zionists who complain that the World Jewish Congress in its approach 
has not been in sufficient agreement with every aspect of Israeli governmental policy. 
It is true that at one point in its history the World Jewish Congress was consumed by 
the problem of establishing the State, but since the establishment of the State the 
building of a strong vital diaspora community has become the focus of Congress 
concern and activity. 

The Congress, marginally noted, is also the only organization in the international 
sphere in which the Reform Jewish community does not have some kind of second-class 
citizenship. In many quarters we are totally ignored. Not so in the ranks of the 
Horld Jewish Congress. After all, the Congress was founded by a Reform rabbi -­
Stephen Hise -- and moreover, while its present president, Nahum Goldmann, is not a 
Reform Jew, Reform Jews are in the highest level of Congress leadership, and such 
names as Joachim Prinz and Philip Klutznick are bandied about as the likely 
successors to Nahum Goldmann. 

This, then, is it. I hope that this information is helpful to you. 
conversations I had a call along similar lines from Mrs. Dalsheimer. 
I take the liberty of sending her a copy of my letter to you. 

Following our 
Accordingly, 

If there is anything else I can do to help you, by all means let me know. 

I appreciate your invitation to come to Baltimore Hebrew 11one of these days." 
Nothing would delight me more. I wou~d like to be there not when we have a 
difficulty to resolve but under more normal circumstances. 

With affectionate good wishes, I am 

Cordially, 

cc: Mrs. Hugo Dalsheimer Alexander M. Schindler 
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From __________ R_a_b_b_i _A_ l _e_x_a_n_d_e_r_M_._ s_c_h_i_n_d_ler 

To EXECUTIVE STAFF and REGIONAL DIRECTORS 

Copy for information of ______________________________ _ 

Subject ___________________________________ _ 

As a result of the recent Board action, and stimulated by 
the recent national Jewish Post editorial on the subject, 
we received a number of inquiries concerning the reasons 
which motivated the UAHC to join the American section of 
the World Jewish Congress. Many of the people do not even 
know what the Congress is. 

In response to such an inquiry by Baltimore Hebrew Congre­
gation, I sent a letter to its president, Henry Fensterwald, 
which spells out our view on the subject. 

It may be helpful to you in answering any questions you may 
tec&.ive conceraing ·thf.o- ·-iasue. 
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Vice President 

Hr. Henry J. Fensterwald 
Baltimore Hebrew Congregation 
7401 Park Heights Avenue 
Baltimore, Maryland 21208 

Dear Henry, 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 

December 31, 1970 

As always, it was a pleasure to chat with you. In re your request for information 
concerning the World Jewish Congress, let me say briefly that the Congress is an 
international Jewish umbrella organization with its headquarters in Geneva and with 
affiliates in more than sixty countries in all quarters of the globe. 

With a few exceptions, the affiliates of the World Jewish Congress are all central 
representative bodies of entire Jewish communities. In France, England and the 
United States, there are sections of the World Jewish Congress. It is this Amer­
ican section which the Union of American Hebrew Congregations joined. 

The aims of the World Jewish Congress are to ·insure the survival of the Jewish 
people and to strengthen its unity by coordinating the efforts of its member 
organizations in political, economic, social and cultural fields; to safeguard and 
secure the rights, status and interests of Jews and Jewish communities throughout 
the world and to represent member organizations and the interests of the Jewish 
people as a whole before governmental, inter-governmental, and international 
authorities. " 

As indicated, the Horld Jewish Congress is not a functioning organization but an 
umbrella organization, which means that the autonomy of constituent organizations 
is fully maintained. The World Jewish Congress, in effect, merely provides a f orum 
where leaders of World Jewry can meet and exchange information about the progress 
and needs of their respective communities, and where they can gather whatever 
strength flows from the companionship of fellow Jews. 

Why should the UAHC join this group? The reasons are self-evident, but they are 
well articulated by Maurice in his message to the Board of the UAHC. Let me quote 
the pertinent paragraphs: 

"One of the brightest ideals which animated Isaac Mayer Wise was that of a 
united Jewish community. His commitment to K'lal Yisroel has been a decisive 
force in the history of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. It has also 
been a paramount principle in my own career. While a rabbi in Toronto, I helped 
organize the Canadian Jewish Congress. As president of the UAHC, I have been 
deeply involved in every struggle on the American scene for the achievement of 
greater unity, cooperation, and harmony among all Jewish organizations. 

11Today it has become urgent to increase cooperation and joint collaboration on 
the world Jewish scene as well. The situation in the Middle East, the ordeal of 
Soviet Jewry, and the fragile position of much of Latin Jewry - along with other 
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international problems - require concerted action and attention by Jewish bodies 
throughout the world. The best available vehicle for such joint concern is the 
World Jewish Congress, which has invited us, along with all other major Jewish 
organizations in the United States, to be associated in its American section. 

"Faithful to the vision of K'lal Yisroel, and determined to do all that we can 
to concert our energies effectively in behalf of our fellow Jews everywhere, I 
therefore recommend that we accept the invitation to associate the UAHC with the 
Congress through membership in the American section of this world Jewish body. :• 

Maurice's recommendation was accepted unanimously by our Board . There was extensive 
discussion and all of it was favorable. You ought to know that among those who 
spoke firmly and strongly for our joining this international Jewish umbrella organ­
ization was Rabbi David Polish speaking for the Central Conference of American Rabbis 
(whose Executive Committee recommended that the CCAR join in its own right) as well 
as Rabbi Nelson Glueck who even asked to be recorded as speaking in favor of this 
step. 

I was wryly amused by your suggestion that the World Jewish Congress is but a 
Zionist organization, for most of the calls in criticism of our joining which I 
have received in recent days -- and they have been few, really -- have come from 
establishment Zionists who complain that the World Jewish Congress in its approach 
has not been in sufficient agreement with every aspect of Israeli governmental policy. 
It is true that at one point in its history the World Jewish Congress was consumed by 
the problem of establishing the State, but since the establishment of the State the 
building of a strong vital diaspora community has become the focus of Congress 
concern and activity. 

The Congress, marginally noted, is also the only organization in the international 
sphere in which the Reform Jewish community does not have some kind of second-class 
citizenship. In many quarters we are totally ignored. Not so in the ranks of the 
Horld Jewish Congress. After all, the Congress was founded by a Reform rabbi -­
Stephen Hise -- and moreover, while its present president, Nahum Goldmann, is not a 
Reform Jew, Reform Jews are in the highest level of Congress l eadership, and such 
names as Joachim Prinz and Philip Klutznick are bandied about as the likely 
successors to Nahum Goldmann. 

This, then, is it. I hope that this information is helpful to you. 
conversations I had a call along similar lines from Mrs. Dalsheimer. 
I take the liberty of sending her a copy of my letter to you. 

Following our 
Accordingly, 

If there is anything else I can do to help you, by all means let me know. 

I appreciate your invitation to come to Baltimore Hebrew "one of these days. 11 

Nothing would delight me more. I would like to be there not when we have a 
difficulty to resolve but under more normal circumstances. 

With affectionate good wishes, I am 

Cordially, 

cc: Mrs. Hugo Dalsheimer Alexander M. Schindler 
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