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Mr. Irvin Cohen 
P.O. Box 5855 
Baltimore, MD 21208 

Dear Mr. Cohen: 

August 9, 1984 

I am respondin to your August 2nd letter to Mr. Baruch Selah 
which you shared wfth rne. I regret that you had difficulty in 
planning for the simcha of Thomas and Mitchell being called to 
the Torah at the Wes tern \la 11. 

Rabbi Ben-Chortn and his congregation are p~rt of the World Union 
for Pro resslve Judaism. I do not have any supervisory respon
sibillttes In regard to Rabbi Ben-Cherin. Therefore, I am taklng 
the liberty of sharing your Jetter with the president and executive 
director of the World Union for Progressive Judaism so that they will 
be apprised of your concern. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sfncer ly, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: WUPJ 

bee: Mr o GerardDAniel 
Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 



.. 

Rabbi Harold Salzmann 
Temple Anshe Amunim 
26 Broad Street 
Pittwfield, MA 01202 

Dear Harold: 

July 5, 1984 

I read your proposal for ·the World Union for Progressive 
Judaism in Tel Aviv. It makes a great deal of sense to 
me. Certainly I will support it once this matter is raised 
within the councils of the WUPJ. I hope it will gain its 
approval! 

Warm regards ~dnd all good wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



PROPOS,\L FOR A WL1PJ CENTCR l ;'\ EL A\'l\' ' S 
HOTEL ~EIGHBORH OOD 

INTRODUCTORY STATEME~T: 

Tel Aviv i s the largest Jewish metropolit an a r ea i n t he world. I t is 
composed of a population of s ome two and a hal f mil lion peopl e, nine t y- f ive 
percent of whom are Jewish. I n all this are a t he r e is hard ly any v i s ib le ev i 
dence that such a movement as Libera l Judaism exist s. Thousands upon thous ands 
of Jews stay at the local hotels, one of the mos t heavily concentrated Hote l 
regions of the world, and see no evidence whats oever that liberal progressive 
Judaism exists in the Tel Aviv area. A goodly percentage, certainly 75 % of 
the visitors are from non-orthodox backgrounds. By concentrating all our Refo r m 
Jewish efforts in Jerusalem, we are failing to meet the needs and take advantage 
of the opportunities which are represented by the Tel Aviv area. Our presence in 
Jerusalem is vital but Tel Aviv is also a unique Jewish symbol --- the largest 
Jewish urban community in the history of our people and faith and our proposal is 
designed to set into motion a way to increase the strength and effec tiveness of 
our movement not only in Te l Aviv but throughout the len gth and breadth of the 
Land of Israel itself. 

PROPOSAL: 

We propose that we establish a WUPJ center in the immediate area of the 
major hotels of Tel Aviv. We suggest the rent a l of a groundfloorapartment, hall , 
or store which would serve several purposes: 

1) To "show the flag" of the Liberal-Reform-Progress i ve Jewish movement 
where hundreds of thousands of visitors can take note of our presence in 
Israel. 

2) To serve as an office which will be manned (staffed) by volunteers from 
Kedem Synagogue as well as retired or 'sabbatical visiting' rabbinical 
colleagues. The staff will make contact with visitors (especially those 
who are leaders and strong supporters of our congregational movement 
'chutz lo-oretz') whose rabbis will inform the Jerusalem office about 
their coming as well as their itineraries. The staff will try through 
personal contact with visiters to encourage them to attend services at 
Kedem on the Sabbath, to urge them to visit the Hebrew Union Colle ge when 
in Jerusalem (as well as Har El Synagogue), to suggest see i n g our 
Kibbutzim in the Arava, to see the Leo Baeck School in Haifa, and to worship 
in Haifa's Or Chodosh Synagogue as well as wherever else our movement has 
established congregations. The staff (especially the Kedem volunteers) will, 
in general, try to be helpful in personal matters also, encouraging visitors 
to feel that here in the Tel Aviv area the Center and Kedem Synagogue is 
their 'religious' home away from home. 

3) The center will serve as an Information agency to disseminate literature, 
periodicals and reference material pertaining to our Liberal Jewish cause 
in Israel and elsewhere. A small library , too, might be established as part 
of the Center, stocked with books and literature about Liberal Judaism for 
tourists and resident Israelis. 



4) The Center will particularly encourage tourists and others to attend 
either the re gular 5 :30 p.m . Sabbath eve service at Kedem and certainly 
the Sabbath morning one at 9:30 a.m. The Kedem service will incorporate 
suffi cient English (whenever the congre gational make-up so warrants) 
to accomodate the spiritual needs of tourist guests who may have only a 
limited knowledge of Hebrew. 
For tourists who so request, special Yahrzeit services will be arranged 
either at Kedem or the Center to accomodate this need at 5:30 p.m. 

5) The Center might also sponsor Oneg Shabats (as an extension of Kedem's 
outreach program) Friday and other festival evenings which would feature 
speakers and discussions about current Jewish issues, Israeli problems and 
happenings, etc. etc. Refreshments, of course, would be part of the social 
evening. 
From what we have been able to determine, there is a very large English 
speaking segment of the Israeli population, too, which would welcome such 
English-Hebrew programs. Tourists and visiters especially would prefer such 
late Friday evening 'religious' gatherings to sitting in the lobby or find
ing some other kind of Friday night activity or amusement. 

6) The Center, if it is situated in an apartment set up, may provide housing in 
a limited way for the volunteer rabbi who may be visiting Israel or on 
Sabbatical (he may be living in Jerusalem or elsewhere other than T.A. and 
will need a place to stay if he is covering the Center for the Sabbath program.) 
We would suggest· that only rabbi-volunteers, who will give at least one 
month's service, would be permitted to 'live' at the Center. 

7) Another possible use for an apartment arrangement would be for HUC students 
who would spend Sabbaths in T.A., serving, of course, under the supervision 
of Kedem's Rabbi. 

8) The WUPJ Center, it must be understood, is not to conflict in any way with 
Kedem. It is to be basically an Information-Social Center which will be 
supervised and staffed by Kedem as an extension of its sacred mission to 
serve the cause of Liberal Judaism in the central Tel Aviv area. 

RESOURCES NECESSARY FOR CONCRETIZING THESE PROPOSALS: 

Costs: 

1) After researching rental and other costs, we have come up with a cost 
estimate of between $5200 to $8200 for providing for such a center. This 
figure does not include initial start up costs for furnishings. 

A breakdown of the aforementioned estimated totals of $5200 to $8200 
follows: 

a. 2 & 1/2 to 3 room apartments in the hotel area can be rented with 
telephones (according to Yehudit Noam of the Tur Va'aleh Department) 
from $250 to $500 per month. 

b. Telephone estimated cost is $50 per month. 

c. Gas estimated cost is $20 per month. 



, 

d . Electricity estimated cost of $30 per mon th . 

e. Cleanin g and upkeep cost i s $1000 pe r year. 

TOTAL COSTS FOR CENTER: Approximately $5200 to $8200 per year. 

2) Staffing: 

a. Our CCAR now has a large number of retired rabbis who can be volunteer 
to spend anywhere from one to six months serving in this voluntary 
capacity. Salary would not be a consideration and perhaps the limited 
housing available at the Center would be sufficient to attract them (as 
well as the income tax deductions). 

b. Another source of rabbinical staffing would be those men who are 
presently living in Israel. 

c. A third source, as mentioned earlier, might be HUC students on week
end assignments. 

d. Non-rabbinic help would come from members of Kedem and other lay 
people who might want to serve the cause of non-orthodox Judaism in 
Israel. Given the large numbers of idealistic people in Israel, we 
might be pleasantly surprised by the quantity and quality of .such lay 
volunteers. 

3) Financing: 

a. Our CCAR has no on-going project in Israel and this may well attract 
it, especially if it can be tied into the retirement program which 
Paul Gorin has been so active in establishing. A modest out-lay of 
between $10,000. to $15,000. a year only would be required. 

b. An even more important source of funding, as we envision it, would 
come through voluntary gifts from people visiting the Center and 
from monies raised 'back home' through the efforts of our retired 
rabbinic volunteers who would enthusiastically push their 'new' 
cause as a consequence of their experience and service here in Israel. 

c. ARZA certainly, too, might be encouraged to play a 
funding role. 

CONCLUSION: 

Our proposal for establishing a WUPJ Center, as an extension of Kedem 
Synagogue is essential to our cause not only in Tel Aviv but for our movement as a 
whole in Israel. Tel Aviv, with all due respect to Jerusalem, is the largest 
Jewish metropolis in the world, and it is critical to our movement as a whole 
that we expand and strengthen our effort here. 
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c•' ~ Office of the President 

~ er\ Please reply to: 
Box F 

May 21, 19 84 
MAB-1364 

New Roch 1080'1 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Pres. 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Alex, 

~\) 
I am rushing this letter to you so that you have it in hand v 
prior to your meeting with Dick this Tuesday. Firstly, let 
me respond to your letter of April 30, following our very good 
meeting in your office. Thank you for making the President of 
the World Union an ex-officio Member of the UAHC Board. This 
is certainly a good symbolic gesture in the direction of true 
partnership. 

You, as President of the UAHC, are a Vice President of the World 
Union, and at the next Governing Body meeting in November in 
London, we will I am sure, pass a resolution without any dif
ficulty to make the Chairman of the Board of the UAHC a perma
nent Member of the Governing Board. Would, that you or the 
Chairman of the UAHC Board give us a report at our Governing 
Body meeting. I have invited in the past both you and Don Day 
to no avail. Let us start a new chapter and let me invite you 
and Chuck, not only to attend the Governing Body meeting in Lon
don, November 8 through 12, but also give us a major address on 
the directions of our North American Movement, the Motherlode of 
us all. It would indeed be a good beginning. 

Here are some comments on monetary matters discussed during 
our meeting: 

1. Concerning the portion of Dick Hirsch's salary paid by the 
Union, I hope that your meeting on Tuesday with Dick will re
sult in a clear understanding so that future Leadership gen
erations find a clear record and arrangement in our books. Not 
being involved in the World Union at the time of Dick's Aliyah, 
I cannot contribute anything to this matter. 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel • 02-234-748 



WUPJ - Page 2 

2. Regarding Shared Services, I presume that the percentage t~at 
is charged to us of all the Services, includes quite a few 
Services which the World Union does not make use of. You told 
me that the total Services supplied to us amount to $29,500 and 
that we are only charged one third. The financial statement of 
the UAHC lists the two thirds already as a support item for the 
World Union, as it does for the UAHC protion of Dick's salary. 

In what way did you and Chuck want to change this item which 
already is listed as a support item? Would it be possible to 
establish the real amount of Services that the World Union is 
receiving? 

3. UAHC Israel Youth Activities 

Our agreement of April 28, 1980 stipulates that $35,000 are to 
be taken from the first funds received by the World Union from 
the $5.00 Campaign. (Originally, this was an ARZA commitment.) 
The collections from the $5.00 Campaign have dwindled down to 
their present level of about $13,000, and we are crediting the 
UAHC with the amounts collected, less 12%. (In the light of 
ARZA's indebtedness to the Union, even the diminishin~ revenue 
still turns out to be a better deal for the UAHC if one adds 
up the sums of money paid since July 1, 1980 till July 1, 1983.) 

ARZA's penetration into so many Congregations has made the 
$5.00 Family Campaign largely redundant. We should, however, 
come to a definite conclusion as to the future fate of this 
Campaign with effect of July 1, 1983, since the present ar
rangement terminated at that date. 

4. Re Mitzpe-Har Chalutz. I strongly reiterate my statement 
on the occasion of our meeting, that at no time did the World 
Union undertake any financial commitment. This I confirmed 
in my letter of August 17, to which you responded August 25. 

5. I enclose an Audited Statement for the New York office of 
the World Union by our auditors, Loeb and Troper. Our auditor 
in Israel is preparing the Jerusalem financial statements and 
he cabled me a few days ago that we should have such a statement 
within the next few weeks. A copy will go to you and Chuck 
just as soon as received. 
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Just a few words concerning the financial situation of the 
World Union. We are carrying financially, both from here and 
Jerusalem, all of the salaries of our Rabbis, all the support 
to our Congregations, the total expenditure for our rapidly 
growing Israel Youth Movement, the Camps and so much more. Be
tween Israel and New York, with a sprinkling of support from 
South Africa, Australia and England, the World Union invests 
about $400,000 every year into our Movement in Israel. 

You know how painfully difficult it is to raise here $275,000 
from individuals with a small organization like ours for oper
ations. The fact that we have some restricted funds, doesn't 
help us one bit in coming up month after month with the support 
money for Israel. The extremely slow growth of our Congregation
al Movement in Israel, even though not just caused by financial 
shortages, certainly could be helped greatly if we had more money 
to spend on Congregational Developments. It pains me, therefore, 
if the impression seems to e x ist that the World Union has plenty 
of money. Just three days ago, we voted to authorize taking 
some loans for salaries only because we ran completely, but com
pletely, out of money and without the loans would not be able 
to pay next month's salary to our Rabbis in Israel. 

In this light, I really feel that our repayment of the substan
tial debts that I found when I took office to the Union, should 
be counted heavily to our "zechuth". 

As far as the Rest of the World is concerned, our problems are 
not monetary, but manpower. A few of us have sweated out our 
"kishkes" to get more Rabbis on board for almost everywhere, 
but especially South America and France. For South America, 
it paid off handsomely and now, year after year, we have new 
Candidates coming on board to study at HUC and going back to 
serve in their homelands. 

I hope that we can put to bed at another meeting in the near 
future all outstanding problems (if any) and see a much great
er involvement of the UAHC in the world of the World Union. 
Our North American Board is working on an ambitious program to 
bring the International Reform World into the North American 
Reform Communities and only good will come from this for both 
sides. 

My be~t regards, cs PROGRESSIVE 

Gerard Daniel 

GD:MAB 
CC: Mr. Charles Rothschild 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

JUDAISM 
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404/ 438-6117 

AJF's B&P Women plans 
fall programs for careerists 

The Business and Professional 
Women of the Atlanta Jewish Feder
ation will initiate a series of events 
with "Wardrobe Options for Career 
Women", on Thursday, Sept. 12, 
at the Standard Club. 

~---------------------------

The program will feature Harriet 
Coen, one of Atlanta's first innova
tors in wardrobe coordination and 
a fashion consultant for more than 
13 years. Ms. Coen will present a 
selection of current furs and fash
ions and advise on maintaining an 
updated professional appearance. 

We deliver more: .. 
than just a car. 

The evening will include a net
working hour, beginning at 5:45 
p. m., with the fashion presentation 
at 7 p. m. Cost for the event is 
$5.00. Reservations can be made 
by mailing a check to the Atlanta 
Jewish Federation, 1753 Peachtree 
Road, Atlanta, Georgia 30309, At
tention: Nancy Jacobson. 

• CERTIFIED MECHANICS 

• HUGE PARTS INVENTORY 

• PAINT AND BODY SHOP 

• LEASING DEPARTMENT 
(ALL MAKES & MODELS) 

• RENTAL CARS AVAILABLE 

• COURTEOUS PERSONNEL 

• ALL DEPARTMENTS 
OPEN SATURDAY 

SPREEN 

The programming committee for 
this event includes Shelley Gaynes, 
chairwoman; Edythe Scherer 
Hecht, Miriam Strickman Levitas, 
Lisa Rinzler, Lynne Sadler and 
Susan Wolff. 

TOYOTA • f!e,scriei w ,ts~ri Peek Enterpr,se-s Inc 19i7 

Plans in progtc:ss for additional 
programming for the Business and 
Professional Women of the Atlanta 
Jewish Federation include a series 
of networking dinners addressing 
issues of interest and concern to 
Jewish career women. Wendy Lud
wig and Ronnie Jaffe as co-chairwo
men have planned dinners on the 
following dates: Oct. 15, Dec. 3, 
Feb. 18, and April 8. The October 
dinner will include a panel of travel 
agents who will discuss "The Travel
ing Woman: Where and How to 
Go On Your Own." 4900 BUFQRD HIGHWAY 

CHAMBLEE, GA 30341 458-8601 Morene Seldes is vice president 
of the Federation Women's Coun-

~ 
NOW OPEN .... 

King Springs Vfllage, Luxury Retirement Community 

.~ 
Every feature of this unique -Just a few of many features at 
retirement community has been King Sprin!ls Villa!le .. . all 
desi!lned to provide gracious, rnvcred by one monthly check. 
independent livin!l at ,1fford,1ble 
prices. 

"Beautiful studio, one and two-U bedroom apartments 

~ 
"Totally electric kitchens 
"Balconies or patios 
"Weekly maid and linen service 

:~ •~:~~~~u;i~~'~l::::ed in ,rn 

"24-hour emergency serv ice 
"Plann ed transportation to and 

~ 
fro m shopping. doctors. offices, 
etc. 

"Various recre,11 ion,11 faci lities, 
1nclud1ng an indoor pool and 

Z I 

Please call or stop by for a personal tour 

~ -

King Springs Village 
Luxury Retirement Community 
404 King Springs Village Pkwy. 

Smyrna, Georgia 

(404) 432-4444 

Owned By: Henry '&' Barbara Grossberg 
Israel'&' Yetra Goldberg 

Kosher Meals Available Upon Request 

No Entrance - No Endow,.,,· 

k ◄--==~◄~:-tc:=~◄Clktc::=::::)l◄kk==~◄~iklc::=~◄Clklc::==>◄llkC:=="°~-

Planning for the Business and Professional Women's event are (left to 
right) Lisa Rinzler, Shelley Gaynes, Edythe Scherer Hecht and Miriam 
Strickman Levitas. 

cil/Business and Professional Wo
men. The steering committee in
cludes: Irene Aronin, Frances 
Bunzl, Shelley Gaynes, Eve Gold
stein, Nancy Isenberg, Ronnie Jaffe, 
Barbara Klineman, Judy Kogon, 
Fritzi Lainoff, Jane Lefco, Dr. 
Elaine Levin, Miriam Levitas, Lin
da Lincoln, Sandy London, Wendy 

Ludwig, Barbara Mays, Racflel 
Miller, Lisa Rinzler, Edythe Scher
er-Hecht, Morene Seldes and Ed
ith Steindler. 

For more information about up
coming B and P events, or to make 
reservations for "Wardrobe Options 
for Career Women," contact Nancy 
Jacobson at 873-1661. 

Polish TV, theaters to air 
nine-hour film on Holocaust 

by Edwin Eytan 

PARIS (JT A)-Poland will show 
both on television and in cinemas 
the nine-hour film "Shoah," which 
describes in painful detail the hor
rors of the Holocaust and recalls 
some of the worst incidents of local 
co Ila boration with thi; Nazi authori
ties. 

The screening of the film, first 
decried by the Warsaw government 

as "anti-Polish propaganda," was 
announced by the Polish govern
ment spokesman, Jerzy Urban. The 
film's director and producer, Claude 
Lanzmann, confirmed in Paris that 
he has reached an agreement with 
the Polish government. 

Lanzmann said that the Polish 
authorities wanted to show only 
parts of the film on television, 
arguing that nine hours is too long 
even for a serialization. When Lanz
man refused this offer, apparently 
fearing that some of the scenes dec
rying Polish collaborators might 
be cut, Warsaw suggested showing 
a shortened version on television 
and the entire film in one or more 
cinemas. He said he has agreed to 
this formula. 

When the film was first screener , 
in France, the Polish press charge-
it with carrying anti-Polish pror · 
ganda. 

Atlanta ha-: 
a Jewis~ 

Dookstr 
Oversor 
in sto,1 

p 



Shearith Israel hosts 
kiddush for new rabbi 

Members of Congregation Shear-· 
ith Israel recently hosted a special 
kiddush welcoming their new spir
itual leader, Rabbi Judah Kogen, 
and his family. 

Rabbi Kogen was ordained by 
the Jewish Theological Seminary 
of America where he also received 
his B.H.L. and M.A. degrees in 
Talmud and rabbinics. He also 
holds an M.A. degree from Colum
bia University in ancient Semitic 
languages and is currently a candi
date for a Ph.D. at Columbia. 

As a rabbinical student and after 
his ordination, Rabbi Kogen taught 
synagogue skills which included 
cantorial, Torah reading and High 
Holiday Liturgy at the Theological 
Seminary of America. He was also 
a lecturer at Hebrew College in 
Brookline, Mass. for three years. 
He has served congregations in 
Linden, N.J ., Philadelphia and Swamp
scott, Mass. 

Judah Kogen 

Rabbi Kogen and ~is wife Lisa 
have three children, Shira, Ilana 
and Abigail. 

:Torah.
thoughts· 

The powers of wealth 
Adapted from the works of Rabbi Menachcm M. 
Schnccrson, the Lubavitcher Rebbc, by Rabbi Yossi 

New, Chabad of Georgia 

There is a comment m the Talmud 
that Rabbi Judah The Prince used 
to honor all wealthy persons. It 
seems rather strange and unbecom
ing for a Torah sage and leader to 
honor a person for his mere mate
rial accumulations. First of all , 
wealth may be obtained without 
any particular effort, as through 
inheritance, etc. Secondly, as we 
see all too often, wealth can bring 
one to arrogance and haughtiness . 
Surely, there are more virtuous 
qualities in a person to honor?! 

RabbiJudah The Prince was the 
codifier o_f the Mishnah, the basis 
of the entire Oral Torah, and was 
fabulously wealt hy. It cannot there
' ore be suspected that he honored 
ii.e wealthy to curry favor among 

;:m, nor that his actions did not 
rror his true inner feelings. 
What then did Rabbi Judah see 
he possession of wealth that he 
-ned it worthy of honor? It was 
nerely the good accomplished 

~is wealth, for the mitzvot 
therewith made him de
'lonor-not the wealth 

,au per doing mitzvot 
or. 

~s well aware 
the result of 

Rabbi Schneerson 

"my power and the strength of my 
hand" (Deut. 8: 17-18); the Torah 
specifically forbids one to enter
tain such a notion. He recognized 
that one who is the possessor of 
wealth was sin•gJed out by the Al
mighty to be ' rich. 

There is a well-known dictum, 
"He (G-d) does not demand more 
than they (each individual Jew) are 
capable of doing." Ra_bbi Judah 
knew that wealth can cause one to 
be lax or even forsake his obliga
tions to G-d and man. However, he 
was sure that if G-d had bestowed 
upon a person this wealth- with 
the strong temptation inherent in 
it - he also granted him enormous 
powers to withstand this inclina
tion. From his own experience as a 
rich man, Rabbi Judah realized 
that tremendous strength is needed 
to prevent a person from being 
misled by his affluence. He knew 
the extent of his own struggle to 
reach the level where he was able to 
testify, "I have not enjoyed of this 
world even to the smallest degree." 

Therefore, Rabbi Judah honored 
the rich person-not for his wealth 
but only for the great spiritual 
powers which were deposited within 
him by G-d .. 

~~ndparents! 
'luttful bouquet of 

~alloons Over 
om some
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ORDER THESE THREE GREAT 
KOSHER COOKBOOKS 

,. 
' • 

·it?,}· 
,,,... "•H•·· 

,./ -_ .. 

TODAY! 
Now, you can have your very own 3- book set 
of "Fannie's Favorites", containing over 700 
tried -and-true Kosher recipes. Recipes that 
will delight your family and make your 
mealtime preparation simple. Kosher and 
non -Kosher households alike will love these 
delicious entrees, appetizers , soups, salads, 
kugels, desserts , and a whole lot more . 

NOT AVAILABLE IN BOOKSTORES, 
this unique set of Dairy, Meat and Holz'day 
cookbooks can now be at your fingertips. 
The 3 books are conveniently sized (5 ½ "x 
8 ½ ") for easy handling and each is spiral 
bound to lie flat so you'll never lose your 
place. 

ORDER YOUR OWN SET TODAY. 
Fannie's favorite recipes run from the tradi
tional - Stuffed Kreplachs. Cheese Blintzes 
and Gefilte Fish - to the elegant - Stuffed 
Breast of Veal , Perch Florentine and Baked 
Mushroom Canapes - all kitchen tested and 
all strictly Kosher. Each book includes over 
200 recipes plus a table of contents and 
recipe index . In _addition, included in the 
Holiday cookbook is a convenient master in
dex that cross -references the recipes of all 
three books. 

DON'T LET ANOTHER DAY - OR 
ANOTHER MEAL go by without ordering 
your very own 3- book set of "Fannie's 
Favorites". Keep tli e set fo r IO days and if 
not fu lly satisfied , return the set in good 
condition for a full refund. 

For fast, fast delivery of your own 3-book set 
of "Fannies·s Favorites", fill out and return 
the coupon below with your check or money 
order for $14.95 plus $1.40 for shipping and 
handling. 

,-------------------------~------------~ I FANNIE'S COOKBOOK ORDER FORM I 
I C Yes, I want all of "Fannie's Favorires" at my fingertips. Send me the three-book set, immediately. I 
I NAME--------------,-----,--...,....-,...,---------------- I 
I ~~~ I 
I ADDRF.5S ---------------------------- I 

• • CITY ________________ STATE _________ ZIP ______ I 
I I I D Enclosed is my check or money order for S ______ ($14.95 a set plus SJ.40 per set for shipping) for __ set(s). I 
I Charg,, to my D VISA D MASTERCARD card# • Expiration Date _____ I 

------------------------------~-------~ ': Yes, I want to send a gift of "Fannie's Favorires" ! Please send a gift set of "Fannie's Favorires" to: 

NAME NAME 

ADDRF.5S ADDRF.5S ----------------
CITY _______ STAT ____ ZIP __ CITY _______ STAT..._ ___ ZIP __ 

Gift Card from ______________ _ Gift Card from ______________ _ 

D Enclosed cs my check or money order for S _____ ($14 .95 a set plus Sl.40 per set for shipping) for __ set(s). 

Charge to my O VISA [1 MASTERCARD card• ______________ Expiration Date ____ _ 

Send this roupon onier forn1 alortg" ,-ith \'Our check or money onkr (pa.-able to "Fannie's favorites") to: 

Fannie's Cookbooks, The Southern Israelite; P.O. Box 77388; Atlanta, GA 30357 

Please allow 3-5 weeks for delivery 

-----------------------------------~ 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel Tel. (02) 234-748, (02) 232-444 .':IP 

Office of Executive Director 

I 

BALANCES AS OF APRIL 30, 1984 

ISRAEL GENERAL BANK LTD: 

WUPJ - GENERAL 30179 

SHEKELS 
U.S. DOLLARS 

WUPJ - GENERAL 30189 

SHEKELS 
U.S. DOLLARS 
STATE OF ISRAEL BONDS 

CREDIT 

$ 49,316.65 

IS 489.90 
$ 13,485.29 
$ 2,500.-

* * * * * * * * * * * 

WUPJ - KEREN KEDEM 32195 

SHEKELS 
U.S. DOLLARS 
EURO DOLLAR BONDS 

* BAf{K ERROR TO BE CORRECTED 

$ 80,156.63 
$ 165,300.-

13 111 7':il'.lil ·n1 

□ '?'1!117' 

MAY 15, 1984 

DEBIT 

IS -820,322.30 

* IS - 23,598.36 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel Tel. (02) 234-748, (02) 232-444 .'iv 

Office of Executive Director 

ISRAEL GENERAL BANK: 

WUPJ - KEREN KIBBUTZ 30180 

SHEKELS 
U.S. DOLLARS 

WUPJ - KEREN KIBBUTZ 30190 

SHEKELS 
U.S. DOLLARS 
BRITISH POUNDS 
CANADI!i:N DOLLARS 
DUTCH FLORINS 

- 2 -

CREDIT 

$ 59,687.07 

IS 1,037.28 
$ 483,646.74 
I, 2,160.71 

CAN$ 1,665.22 
HFL 3,214.69 

DEBIT 

13 111 1,n;, ·n, 
tP',-V17' 

IS -41,832.79 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel Tel. (02) 234-748, (02) 232-444 .,v 

Office of Executive Director 

- 3 -

ISRAEL GENERAL BANK (CONT'D) 

WUPJ- WORLD EDUCATION CENTER 32831 

SHEKELS 
J].S. DOLLARS 
EURO DOLLAR BONDS 

II JEWISH AGENCY 

WUPJ - WORLD EDUCATION CENTER 

U.S. DOLLARS 

III 1ST INTERNATIONAL BANK OF ISRAEL -
KEREN SHPEIER 

U.S. DOLLARS 

CREDIT 

IS 32,264.67 
$ 63,289.39 
$ 46,550.-

$ 101,218.75 

$ 138,364.75 

DEBIT 

o 111 1'mil ·n1 
□ '?'tll7' 
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WUPJ EXPENSES FOR 1984 

January February March April 

Ben Kamin, travel 696.48 494 83 100 1510.01 

Memorial Fdn. dues 1500.00 

Tovia Ben Charin, salary 1894 . 75 1894.75 1894.75 1894.75 

Robt. Samuels salary 1532.41 1532.41 1705.34 1532.41 

Richard Hirsch, salary 2713.75 2713. 75 2713. 75 2713. 75 

M:>she Zemer, salary 2404.88 2404.88 2678.68 2404.88 

Travel expense Rabbi Hirsch 561. 89 1305.67 1619.52 

Ben Kamin, expenses for month 260.00 149.50 ' 
Shipping expenses 12.50 88.85 38.00 

Blue Cross/Blue Shield 85.20 

Mildred Hurwitz, salary 1280.00 560.00 640.00 480.00 

Ben Kamin, salary 1583.33 1583.33 1583.33 1583.33 

Ben Kamin, Parsonage 1250.00 1250.00 1250.00 1250.00 

Rabbis health plan 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 

Rent, Jerusalem office 465.00 465.00 465.00 465.00 

liad Artzi 3317.00 3317.00 3317.00 3317.00 

Rabbinical pension plan 6828.45 

Bank charges 1.10 59.55 

UAHC shared services 4071.95 9783.00 3675.22 

Office supplies & Staty 531.00 103.67 805.50 20.88 

Secretarial expense 194.53 

Tel & Tel 98.91 - ---

Misc. exp. 250.00 
_!..:_ 

Advertising 500.00 

FICA exp. 89.60 39.20 44.80 

TITTAL $30,093.40 27,943.09 23,078.72 18,854.81 

------
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Executive Committee 

LOEB & TROPER 

CERTIF IED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

270 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK, N . Y . 10016 

212 - 889 - 7880 

CABLE "LOTROPE " 

The World Union for Progressive Judaism, Ltd. 

We have examined the balance sheet of the New York office of The World 

Union for Progressive Judaism, Ltd. as of December 31, 1983 and the related 

statements of support, revenue, expenses, grants and changes in fund balances 

and of changes in financial position for the year then ended. Our examination 

was made in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, and accor-

dingly included such tests of the accounting records and such other auditing 

procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances. 

In our opinion, the aforementioned financial statements present fairly 

the financial position of the New York office of The World Union for Progressive 

Judaism, Ltd. as of December 31, 1983, and the results of its operations and 

changes in its financial position for the year then ended in conformity with 

generally accepted accounting principles applied on a basis consistent with that 

of the preceding year. 

Information presented for the year ended December 31, 1982 is presented 

for comparative purposes only and were extracted from the financial statements 

for that year, on which an unqualified opinion dated March 7, 1983 was expressed. 

Our examination was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the 

basic financial statements taken as a whole. The supplemental information 

included in Schedules 1 through 3 is presented for purposes of additional analy-

sis and is not a required part of the basic financial statements. Such 

"' 
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information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the exami-

nation of the basic financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated 

in all material respects in relation to the basic financial statements taken as 

a whole. 

Ut-,~ 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

March 15, 1984 

LOEB & TROPER 



THE WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM, LTD. 
NEW YORK OFFICE 

BALANCE SHEET 

DECEMBER 31, 1983 
(With Comparative Totals for 1982) 

ASSETS 

Cash 

Investments in marketable securities (Note 
Certificates of deposit and other short-

term investments .. 
State of Israel bonds 
Other bonds and notes 

Prepaid expenses 
Loans receivable 

Interfund receivables (payables) 

Total assets 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES 

Liabilities 
Bank loan payable on demand (Note 4) 
Accounts payable 

1 ) 

Due to Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Total liabilities 

Fund balances (Exhibit B) 

Total liabilities and 
fund balances 

General 
Operating 

Fund 

$ 86,919 

76,595 
39,050 
10,000 
3,500 

48,701 

(48,381) 

$216,384 

$ 5,000 
8,197 

51,721 

64,918 

151,466 

$216,384 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statements. 

LOEB & TROPER 

EXHIBIT A 

1 9 8 3 
Restricted Funds Leo Baeck School 

Leo Baeck Endowment T o t a 1 s 
School Others Funds 1983 1982 

$33,144 $ 120,063 $ 80,359 

$458,385 $287,470 822,450 467,848 
28,500 67,550 33,800 

55,000 65,000 
3,500 3,050 

48,701 16,498 

4,379 51,375 (7,373) 

$37,523 $538,260 $335,097 $1,127,264 $601,555 

$ 5,000 $ 5,000 
8,197 1,008 

51,721 73,029 

64,918 84,037 

$37,523 $538,260 $335,097 1,062,346 517,518 

$37,523 $538,260 $335,097 $1,127,264 $601,555 



THE WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM, LTD, 

NEW YORK OFFICE 

SCHEDULE OF CHANGES IN RESTRICTED FUND BALANCES 

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1983 

Balances 
December 31, 

Leo Baeck School FUnd $ 2,540 

Caroline Greenfield Scholarship 

Fund 

Ben Paul Brasely Foundation 
Scholarship Fund 

Total Leo Baeck School FUnds 2,540 

.. 

Kedem Synagogue and Communi ty 
Center Building Funds 177,592 

Beth Shlomo-Windmiller Fund 32,705 

Rabbi David Wise Fund 

Kivie Kaplan FUnd 128,779 

Rabbi Jacob K, Shankman Fund 53,261 

Youth Hostel Fund 

$394,877 

LOEB & TROPER 

1982 

SCHEDULE 2 

Transfers from 
Leo Baeck School Investment Expenses and Balances 

Contributions Endowm~nt Fund Income Distributions December 31, 1983 

$210,942 $193,031 $ 20,451 

26,468 $ 9,220 21,569 14,119 

2,953 2,953 

237,410 12,173 214,600 37,523 

46,025 $ 9,256 232,873 

100 3,981 4,900 31,886 

21,025 83 21,108 

$10,704 139,483 

4,089 4,153 61,503 

58,907 7,500 51,407 

$367,556 $12,173 $28,177 $227,000 $575,783 
=- :WW 



1 9 8 3 
General Restricted Funds Leo Baeck School 

Operating Leo Baeck Endowment T o t a 1 s 

Fund School Others Funds 1983 1982 

Funds provided 
Excess (deficiency) of support and 

revenue over expenses and grants 
(Exhibit B) $ 28,825 34,983 $145,923 $335,097 $ 544,828 $(36,384) 

Change in interfund balances 60,963 (11,991) (56,345) 7,373 

Total funds provided 89,788 22,992 89,578 342,470 544,828 (36,384) 

Funds used 
Increase in receivables and 

prepaid expenses 32,653 32,653 1,904 

Decrease in accounts payable 19,119 19,119 29,693 

Total funds used 51,772 • 
51,772 31 , 597 

Net increase (decrease) in cash and 
marketable securities 38,016 22,992 89,578 342,470 493,056 (67,981) 

Cash and marketable securities -

December 31, 1982 174,548 10,152 397,307 582,007 649,988 

Cash and marketable securities -
December 31, 1983 $212,564 $ 33 I 144 $486,885 $342,470 $1,075,063 $582,007 -- == 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statements, 

LOEB 8c TROPER 



It 

Rabbi Jaeob K. Shankman 
Temp1 Israel 
1000 Ptnebrook Boulevard 
few Rochelle. NY 10804 

May 10, 1984 

Thank you for your letter of May 8. Your explanation certainly casts 
a different light on the dark comment which was fnc1uded In the summary 
of the Executfv Committee meeting. 

I think that your c ents give further substance to the dcstr bl11ty of 
what I was trying to achteve at our most recent meeting with Jerry Daniel: 
to establish some definite sum wlich will constitut the Union•s contribu
tion to th World Union for Progressive Judaism. The pr sent arrangement. 
which ca11t for a partial waiving of shared s rvlces and for the paymfflnt of 
a substantial portion of Dick's s 1ar-y, and all of the oth~r additional pay• 
ments to whfeh I allude In my letter, and a11 of this on top oft direct 
subventfon, 1eads to the tmpresslon th~t we are dofn9 precious 1ett1e when, 
Inf ct 1 the Union has mor than met 1ts obligation to the WUPJ and lt is 
just not fair. So 1 t everything be abov the table and not below the 
t ble tofath•ifasbet, pooket,ockets. 

With warm regards from house to hoos • t am 

cc: Oerard Daniel 
Rabbl Richard G. Hirsch 
Charles J. Roth child• Jr. 

Alexander H. Schindler 
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May 8, 1984 
ALS-2280 

Dr. Alexander Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Alex: 

It is with a sense of no little chagrin that I have 
your letter of May 2, referring to remarks attributed 
to me and contained in the "Summary of Notes Taken at 
the Executive Committee Meeting of the W.U.P.J. on 
April 25", and I am happy to have the opportunity to 
respond to your request for clarification. 

May I say at the outset that I am sure you must have been 
struck by the childish and amateurish nature of these 
"Notes", even as I was, and my outrage was probably 
even greater than yours because of the imprecision a nd 
inaccuracies contained therein. 

I knew that others besides me have complained of mis
quotation, and I feel sure that these notes will be 
recalled and nullified and that they will be replaced 
by a corrected version. 

As for my remarks, I did not say that we should 
"reinstate an Executive Committee i n Israel". What 
I said was that some yea:r:sago (probably 25) and for 
some time we used to have a Committee _Q.!l Israel (as 
we had for Latin America) and a Chairman for that 
committee from our Executive. The late Jay Kaufman 
(Zal) served in that capacity. I did, too. But after 
the transfer of our headquarters to Israel, the major 
responsibility was delegated to Dick Hirsch. It was, 
therefore, my feeling that it was desirable to recon
stitute this Committee for purposes of communication 
and information. I did not say that "maybe Rabbi Hirsch 
should have an assistant", nor could I even for a second 
have entertained s u ch a thought. 



May 8, 1984 
ALS-2280 - Page 2 

Now, to come to what I consider the most inaccurate record of my 
words, as found on page 3 of this "Summary": my question to Mr. 
Daniel was a response question seeking a report concerning dis
cussions between Gerry Daniel, as President of the W.U.P.J. and 
you, as President of the U.A.H.C., concerning our financial 
relations, our indebtedness, and the procedures involved in 
liquidating our indebtedness. Any reference attributed to me 
about the U.A.H.C. "not living up to its obligation regarding 
funds to the W.U." is completely in error, out of context, and 
distorted. I was referring to the U.A.H.C.'s assumption of an 
original obligation of $25,000 annually as a constituent member 
of the N.A. Board (this goes back to 1958 or 1959, I believe). 
This was a financial commitment made at that time and observed 
initially in good faith. In that period, when I served as Chair
man of the W.U. Executive and subsequently as President, I made 
repeated public acknowledgments of the W.U.'s indebtedness and 
gratitude to the U.A.H.C. for granting us not only this indis
pensable sum of money but also rent-free facilities at 838, and 
the incalculable advantages of using the staff and resources of 
the U.A.H.C. without any cost to us. I have never minimized the 
degree of my appreciation and you will find my grateful statements 
in all the official records of the W.U. and in all my reports, 
without exception. The text of the summary is thus in grave error. 

Where the U.A.H.C. failed - and it did fail - was when it 
unilaterally reduced that initial commitment of $25,000 to $18,000 
without discussion of consultation with the W.U. and that $18,000 
grant remained constant for some time, until it was later revised 
upward, as you wrote to $22,000. It was in this sense only that 
I said the U.A.H.C. had not lived up to its original obligation 
to the w.u. 

Let me say, parenthetically, that I don't know the figures of the 
W.U. 1 s indebtedness to the U.A.H.C. All I know is that the debt 
escalated alarmingly under Youdovin and that we were concerned to 
reduce it as fully and as quickly as possible, and I believe that 
this has been achieved. But I must add that there is quite a gap 
between the $100,000 and $200,000 you mention, and that these 
figures are both subject to interpretation and discussion. 



May 8, 1984 
ALS-2280 - Page 3 

On this score then, and with the above exception I have never 
stopped being grateful to the U.A.H.C. for its manifold financial 
and other contributions to the welfare and growth of our organ
ization. 

Let me conclude by reaffirming my own thoughts and position. I 
have always felt that I am part of our great Reform Movement. It 
embraces a Seminary, a Rabbinical Conference, a Union of Congrega
tions, and the World Union. I am unwaveringly loyal to all these 
separate agencies and organizations, of our Movement and support 
them (and shall continue to do so) to the best of my power and 
ability in thought, deed, and substance. This commitment will 
never be diminished. 

I trust that this is the "clarification" you request, and I thank 
you for giving me this opportunity. 

With my best personal wishes and cordial greetings 

Ever sincerely, 

Jacob~n 
JKS :als 
cc: Gerard Daniel 

Charles J. Rothschild, Jr. 
Rabbi Richard Hirsch 
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Rabbi Jacob K. Shankman 
Temple Israel 
1000 P1nebrook Blvd. 
New Rochelle, NY 10804 

Dear Jack: 

May 2, 1984 

In reviewing the summary of what took place at the recent Executive 
meeting of the World Union for Progressive Judaism, I noted that you 
made some coJJments to the effect 11 that the UAHC had not lived up to 
its obligation regarding funds to the World Union. 11 I really would 
appreciate your clarifying that statement for it seems to me that we 
have been overly generous. 

~hen Maurice, ol v ha'shalom, served as president of the WUPJ we had 
just increased our subsidy from $18,000 to $22,000. Moreover, we have 
added to this sum by paying at least 50% of Dick's salary, deducting 
two-thirds of the fair shared services charges from the World Union 
bill, paid for programs in Israel for which the tlorld Union initially 
assumed respons1bil1ty and then dropped them into our laps. and assumed 
responsibility for programs through the Youth movement which more 
properly should be the responsibility of the World Union. Our total 
annual expenditure for these things well exceed $100,000 a year and is 
probably closer to the $200,000 mark. 

In the li9ht of all this and much more, you can imagine how pained I am 
with your recorded statement, that the UAHC had not lived up to its 
obligation regarding funds to the World Union. I would much appreciate 
either a clarification or some sort of correction. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Gerard Daniel 
Charles J. Rothschild, Jr. 
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838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel• 02-234-748 

SUMMARY OF NOTES TAKEN AT EXECUTIVE .COMMITTEE .MEETING, 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 1984 

In attendance : Rabbi Benjamin A. Kamin, Rabbi David Wice, 
Mr. Morton Kemper, Judge Emil Baar, Rabbi Jacob Shankman, 
Mr. Matthew Ross, Mrs. Ruth Daniel, Mr. Gerard Daniel, 
Ms . Eleanor Schwartz, Dr. Jane Evans, Mrs . Nonna Levitt, 
Mr. David Belin, Fritz Bamberger, Mr . Charles Petschek, 
Mr. Ted Broida, Staff: Jamie Michal Perkins 

The meeting came to order at 2:30 p .rn. 

Mr. Matthew Ross, Chainnan, started the meeting by calling 
on Rabbi Wice to deliver the Invocation. 

Rabbi Ben Kamin briefed the connnittee by introducing our 
newly elected Chainnan of the North American Board, Mr. 
David Belin. He also discussed briefly the North American 
Board weekend that took place in Florida. 

David Belin thanked everyone at the meeting, and spoke 
about how excited he was to have the position and would 
work very hard to get the programs and activities of the 
World Union more recognized. 

Matthew Ross then spoke about meetings he had had that 
rooming at the Essex House with Rabbi Kamin, David Belin 
and the Daniels. He then asked Mr. Daniel to give his 
report . 

Mr . Daniel spoke about the Kedern Synagogue and how the 
District Connnittee had approved the building to be used 
as a Synagogue . Also discussed technical problems with 
the structure. Explained that the building was not 
considered a nonnal building because it is a Synagogue. 
There is going to be a meeting on April 30th, problem 
should be resolved. 

Rabbi Wice then asked Mr. Daniel what if further problems 
arise? Mr. Daniel explained that he would then contact 
the Mayor and if he had to he would go to the courts. 
At this point Rabbi Wice read notes from a meeting that 
took place on April 20th. (Jewish Tele. Report) 

Dr. Jane Evans then asked Mr. Daniel what if the architects 
are not willing to modify on the building? Mr . Daniel 
said they would not go more than 20 %. He also explained 
that we have a lawyer in Israel who attends all the meetings 
(Mel t zer ) . 
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Mr. Daniel spoke about our Movement and where it has gone 
so far in his 2/3 of his tenn. He expressed that our 
Movement is not stronger in Tel Aviv. That the Youth Hostel 
is important and the college is important for Israel, but 
that not enough people even know about the World Union 
and our programs and activities. We need more leadership 
in Israel. More lay people to help us in our fund raising 
and programs. That Dick & Matti are very involved with 
their own projects at this point. That the Orthodox are 
running Israel, and that the Orthodox Movement has grown 
but not our Movement. 

At this point a discussion arose regarding the Kedem 
Synagogue and various other projects, and how to better 
strengthen our Movement. 

Rabbi Shankman spoke about reinstating an Executive Corrrrnittee 
in Israel. He felt it had worked well 20 years _ago and 
that it would help achieve some power, and that maybe Rabbi 
Hirsch should have an assistant. 

Matthew Ross suggested that Dick and the Executive Corrrrnittee 
meet again when Rabbi Hirsch is in the states on his next 
visit. and really find out what is going on in Israel. 

Nonna Levitt suggested that we need help other than Rabbis. 

Rabbi Wice stated that for our movement to succeed and get 
stronger we must have a two way working system and at this 
point we do not. 

Fritz Bamberger noted that the Orthodox are hurting the 
Reform Movement in Israel. 

At this point the Fund Raisers(P.F.M.S.) were brought up. 
A discussion followed , for and against it. Rabbi Wice 
wanted to know where the money to pay them was corning from. 
Eli Schwartz was against it. Too much money and not enough 
results. Dr. Evans wanted to know what they were raising 
money for, what projects? 

It was explained by Gerry Daniel that we had a month to 
month trial with them at $3 , 700 a month. They were working 
with Rabbi Kamin to get the files in order and to help 
Rabbi Kamin with newsletters, press releases and also get 
more lay people involved . It would help get the World Union 

more recognized . 
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Matthew Ross suggested that members at the meeting could 
send their suggestions to Rabbi Kamin regarding the flllld 
raisers. 

At this point Judge Baar had to 
and could not give his report. 
his report lllltil the next time 

leave the meeting at 3:45 
It was decided to table 

the Executive Corrnnittee met. 

Rabbi Shankman asked Gerry Daniel about his meeting with 
Rabbi Schindler. What the World Unions obligations 1vere 
to the U.AHC? That the U.AHC had not lived up to its obligation 
regarding fllllds to the World Union. 

Mr. Daniel replied that the U.AHC was giving money to the 
World Union every year on the basis that it would stop 
as soon as we had gotten on our feet. He explained that 
they were going to meet as soon as we got our financial 
statements together and it would then be worked out. 

Matthew Ross expressed his surprise at the fact that we 
had 72% of the funds for construction for the Youth Hostel. 

Rabbi Kamin was asked again at this point to further explain 
the role of the flllld raisers. He started by saying that 
we offically started with them on April 1. That he had 
spoken with and seen the four individuals that have their 
headquarters here in New. York. 

2 people specialize in getting contacts. 
1 person is in charge of Public Relations, through Newsletters, 
Press Releases, etc. 
1 person helps with getting gifts to the World Union for now 
and in the future. 

Gerry Daniel explained they were on a trial basis for nine months. 

Matthew Ross said that the lay people are the key people for 
raising fllllds. 

Rabbi Wice expressed that he was very upset about this whole 
situation regarding the flllld raisers . 

At this point Rabbi Shankman asked for a resolution and a 
motion be taken to ratify arrangements with flllld raisers. 

Item #7 on agenda moved to next meeting,(ARZA & WUPJ). 

Ruth Daniel gave her report. Said that up to 10% of restricted 
accollllts would go to World Union operating accollllts. Said 
figures from accolllltants not correct. 
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Rabbi Shankman brought up subject of rabbis' salaries. He 
also suggested changing the fiscal year to the calendar 
year. 

Charles Petschek expressed his feelings that if this was done 
all financial reports would always be a year behind. 

Ross suggested Shankman write to all Rabbis regarding 
salary and tell them financial reports corning shortly. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.rn. 

Respectfully submitted, 

i~~ ~~(,~ 'f ~s 
Jamie Michal Perkins 
Secretary 
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May 3, 1984 

TO: Mr. Matthe Ross 
CC - Me mbers of the Executive 

FROM: Gerard Daniel 

I would like to amplify on my remarks concerning my frustration 
with the unsatisfactory growth of our Israel Movement. 

1. Composition of Membership 

From my many contacts with the Leadership and the Membership of 
our Israel movement, I find that a distinct majority belongs to 
two groups: 
German immigrants who came to Israel in the 30's and the Anglo
Saxon i mmigrants who came to Israel mostly in . the post war years. 

The first group is mostly composed of Members in their late 60's 
and 70's. Their children, by and large, seem not to have joined 
the Congregations in which their parents are active. The American, 
British and South African Olim who make up a good portion of our 
Membership are of course younger and I do not know to . what extent 
their children are taking part in congregational activities. 

Israeli born or Israeli educated individuals who are part of the 
Leadership of our Movement or Membership of our Movement are . by 
and large . individual exceptions, such as Nissam Eliyad as Pres
ident and Rabbi Rotem as Director of our Israel Movement. 

A logical source for younger Members of our Movement in Israel, 
namely graduates of the Leo Baeck School in Haifa has not mater
ialized, at least not anywhere near our expectations . The Leo 
Baeck School, a splendid educational facility, hardly paralelled 
by anything in Israel, has given us some Leaders but no "masses". 

A penetration into the Non-Orhtodox segment of the Israeli pop
ulation has not taken place in any encouraging manner. 

It is natural that the Membership pattern in Israel is not uni
form and depends very much on the ability of the spiritual leader 
of the community to attract wider circles, and also on the back
ground and origin of the community in question, especially in 

smaller localities. 

il 
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2. Our Israeli Youth Movement - Telem Noar 

Our rather active Youth Movement in Israel into which we have 

invested, and are continuing to invest, annual support funds of 

not less than $100,000, has continued a very satisfacto~y for-

ward thrust. The professional leadership for our Youth Movement 

has traditionally come from the Kibbutz Movement which has assured 

us of a dynamic and youthful approach to progressive Jewish educa

tion. The accent on "progressive" however, is more social and 

political, with an insufficient religious dimension. The contacts 

between this Youth Movement which has not come out of the Congrega

tions, and the Congregations are only very sporadic and not or

ganized. 

The Congregations feel that the Youth Movement is not really in

terested in religious expression, such as services, etc. The 

Youth Movement feels that the Congregations are not progressive 

enough in their thinking and form no proper basis for social activ

ities. That these two streams do not really meet, obviously re

quires serious rethinking and reorganization. 

3. Lack of Professional Leadership 

As pointed out often in the past, we have an acute shortage of 

Rabb is to head our Congregations in Israel. 

I have often been told by the lay leadership of our Movement in 

Israel, that some of the Rabbis do not involve themselves enough 

in the "growth efforts" of our Movement in Israel and here again 

changes seem urgently needed. It was our original hope that our 

Spiritual Leaders in Israel will become Community Leaders, in other 

words, attract Israelis from all walks of life, not just to par

ticipate in Religious Services, but also in Community Activities. 

These Community Activities have developed in some of our Congrega

tions, others have fallen woefully behind. 

4. Public Appeal 

As I pointed out in Paragraph 1, an "outreach" into the Israeli 

public, was by and large not achieved so far. One of the reasons 

is that the Congregation did not on the whole become community 

centers, and that we have not been able to reach the public ex

plaining our philosophy and approach to religion. 

Instead of being able to reach the public in the arena of re

ligion and way of life, our public appeal shifted to the political 

arena. Our so very justified fight for rights of our Rabbis, our 

protests against government actions, promoted by the Orthodox and 

various legislative acts taken and contemplated, changing the 

law of return, have kept the International Reform Movement in the 
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public eye. Most Israelis also know that there is a Progressive 
Movement in Israel but the vast majority has never identified a 
given group of people or a given Synagogue with our Movement. 

Plans that we had developed to "go public" through the press, 
radio and, wherever possible television, has been put on the back 
burner in favor of the political fights we had to wage. 

I consider that it is high time that we "go public" with a variety 
of approaches, some of them in the realm of professional public 
relation, 3mong those we should consider: Press coverage, includ
ing advertising, radio and television debates. 

Our professional and lay leadership sh o uld speak about the Israeli 
Movement goals to organizations such as Lodges, non religious youth 
organizations, Universities, professional organizations and other 
forums susceptible to be interested in progress. 

The Israel Movement's involvement in social action should be 
deepened (some good beginnings have been made with the Youth Camps 
for underprivileged) and vast coverage should be given to these 
efforts. Our Rabbis should organize community affairs debates 
engaging well known Israeli speakers or foreign Hebrew speaking 
professionals for such occasions. 

Of course, it will be necessary to offer attractive facilities 
for these gatherings. This is why the building of the Kedem Syna
gogue in Tel Aviv and shortly afterwards the Or Chadash Synagogue 
in Haifa are so vitally necessary. 

We should also be able to document the vitality of our Progressive 
Movement outside of Israel, especially in the United States, and 
I can see that an organized trip to Reform institutions in the 
United States and Canada could be an attractive study theme for 
selected organizations . or individuals from Israel. 

I do not believe that political pressure, even if exercised by the 
mighty North American Reform Movement will help our Movement secure 
the same rights that are granted to other religions and religious 
streams in Israel, - even if the government should change in July 
of this ~ear, - unless we are finally realizing that our job as 
"missionaries" ·has not yet started in earnest and that time is run
ning out. 



The Executive 5/4/84 

I regret to inform you 

just had word that Rab_bi 

~- Van Der Zyl died on 

There ~ill be a Memorial Service 
,. 

for nim at the ~est London 

14th 
~ 
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Mr. Gerard Daniel 
Polly Park Road 
Rye, New York 10580 

Dear Jerry: 

April 30, 1984 

By way of further follow-up on last Wednesday's meeting - which was a 
good beginning - I just want to let you know that I've instructed Terry 
Bobrow to list the president of the World Union as an Ex-officio member 
of our Board and to make certain that a11 notifications of our Board 
meetings are sent to you. You will recall that Chuck Rothschild suggested 
this and I am implementing his suggestion. This is a much simpler and 
cleaner way to proceed. To change the Constitution is really too cum
bersome a process. It would require several Biennials and prior noti
fication to our congregations and whatnot and would open up several other 
issues regarding Board size which we would rather avoid. What the World 
nion needs is effected in thts manner and that is the central issue. 

I am glad that you were understanding of our inability to give you time 
for a report at every one of our meetings. We try to cut these reports 
to a minimum. Our Trustees resent being talked at and would prefer to be 
involved in the discussion of issues and directions which they can help to 
resolve. Obviously, from time to time we will call on you to give a report 
and, of course, there is absolutely no reason why we cannot include a 
written report in our packets, even this time round if you would care to 
prepare it. 

While we are on this point, it occurs to me that a reciprocal gesture would 
also be in order. Why not invite the chainnan of the Union's Board to 
meetings of the Governing Council on an Ex-officio basis? And why not also 
invite him or the President of the Union to make a report of a Governing 
Council meeting or at a WUPJ convention for that matter. 

Incidentally, I just heard from Jerry Hochbaum that you informed him that 
the Memorial Foundation should pay Hugo Gryn's travel expenses and the per 
diem for the forthcoming meetings in Israel. You didn't send me a copy of 
that letter but· ~erry Hochbaum was compelled to tell me in order to fore-
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Warm me that I would have to pay these expenditures myself and the 
Memorial Foundation could not reimburse me. If this is so, then why 
should the Union pay one-third of the WUPJ dues to the Memorial Found
ation and where is yosher? 

As I wrote to you earlier, the Union will become a member of the Memorial 
Foundation in its own right and this problem will be obviated in the 
future. I just thought I would tell you once again how things look from 
our end. It reinforces the perception -- which I articulated to you -
that the World Union sees the UAHC as a means to its own ends, and not 
as a true partner where just sometimes there is a two way and not just a 
one way relationship. 

Be wel 1. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Charles J. Rothschild. Jr. 
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April 2,1984 
MAB-1106 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Att: Mr. Joshua Dwork 

Dear Josh, 

~1/ 
Please reply to: 
Box F, 
New Rochelle, N.Y. 10801 

We received your note of March 19 and you are correct. We still 

owe you $25,914.69. The reason that we could not maintain the 

promised schedule as per Ted Broido's letter of June 17, is be

cause we ran into an acute cash shortage which unfortunately still 

prevails. However, we will pay you the second thi rd, namely 

$12,957.35 this week. 

The remaining one th ird, we would like to pay if at all possible, 

only in September (not later) and in view of our generally good 

record in coming down from a substantial debt, I'm sure this 

should be agreeable. 

As far as the Israel Commission collections for the period 

July 1, 1982 through June 30, 1983 is concerned, we have a ten

tative figure but I'm told that one or two amounts have crept 

into the Israel Commission account which do not belong there . 

Ruth is going over the account within the next few weeks and will 

confirm the correct figure to you. At present, the receipts read 

$13,592.47. We will give you a payment date when we have the 

final figure for you. At present our operating fund is down to 

an unhealthy low level and we had difficulty to meet our Israeli 

Rabbinical monthly payroll. I'm trying to find out why this is so. 

Sincerely yours, 

WORLD UNDION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

Gerard Daniel 
GD:MAB 
CC: Rabbi Richard Hirsch 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Rabbi Ben Kamin 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel • 02-234-748 



13 King David Street 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

Tel. (02) 234-748, (02) 232-444 .,v 

Office of Executive Director 

From: 

To: 

MEMORANDUM 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

Mr. Gerard Daniel 
Rabbi Roland B. Gittelsohn 
Rabbi Benjamin Kamin 
Mr. Irv Konigsberg 

, abbi Alexander Schindler 
Rabbi Eric Yoffie 

March 23, 1984 

.J-;;:, 1,n;i ·n1 

0 '? ~ 17 ' 

Our office has just recieved the enclosed letter (note that the date 
of receipt is March 22 on a letter written February 20). Enclosed is 
my response to Shimon Ravid. 

I am sending it on to you immediately. I think we should have a 
formal response . to this letter. I will draft such a response next 
week. But I think that before it is sent out we should all agree 
on its formulation so I will send a draft to you. This is an 
extremely delicate matter and requires an effective and responsible 
rejoinder. 

Bivracha. 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

13 111 7'mi1 ·n i 13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel Tel. (02) 234-748, (02) 232-444 .?\:1 □'? 'll l 7 ' 

Office of Executive Director 

Mr. Shimon Ravid 
Director General, Finance Department 
Jewish Agency for Israel 
Jerusalem 

Dear Shimon, 

March 23, 1984 

I received your letter of February 20 yesterday (Please note that it is 
March 23) and I intend to reply to you in due time. 

I note that in your letter you make a reference to letters received by 
the United Israel Appeal to which you are responding. Those letters 
were not included in the letter you sent to Ille. Would you please 
forward them to me immediately so that we can relate to the issue in 
a responsible manner. 

In the meantime I am sending your letter to some of our leadership 
so that they can know about the correspondence. 

cc: Mr. Gerard Daniel 
Mr. Ray Epstein 
Rabbi Roland B. Gittelsohn 
Mr. Stanley Horowitz 
Rabbi Benjamin Kamin 
Mr. Neil Katz 
Mr. Irving Kessler 
Mr. Akiva Levinsky 
Mr. Harry Rosen 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Mr. Carmi Schwartz 
Rabbi Eric Yoffie 

Bivracha, 

~~ 
Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

Dr. S. RAVID - Director Grneral 

-------V1 HE JEWISH AGENCY FOR ISRAEL 
',2pnl 
RECElVED 
2 2 ·03· \~~ 

_,, 

February 21, 1984 

Rabbi A. Hirsch, 

Re: Allocations to Reform groups 

I am enclosing a set of letters, to which I have been asked to reply 
by the United Jewish Appeal. 

As I told you, I am truly amazed by the accusations of discrimination, 
deliberate cover-up of facts, and other such charges, with regard to 
the budget of the Jewish Agency (i.e: related to the use of campaign 
funds from the U.S.A.). 

You are sufficiently conversant with the operation of the Jewish Agency 
to know that the fact that 50% of Youth Aliyah students are in religious 
institutions, can mean only one thing: that 50% of the disadvantaged 
children nationwide are from Orthodox homes. 

Does the fact that there are no Youth Aliyah allocations for Reform 
children, show discrimination? Or, simply that to our good fortune, 
there are no disadvantaged Reform children? 

Does our treatment of Kibbutz Yahel and Kibbutz Lotan (both Reform) 
differ in any way from our treatment of other kibbutzim in the Arava? 
(If it does, it is only in terms of especially favorable treatment, 
certainly not discrimination). 

If it should happen that in the coming year three religious settlements 
are established and no Reform settlements, does this mean the Rural 
Settlement Department fovors Orthodox settlements over Reform? Does 
the fact that only now are we establishing one Conservative kibbutz, 
as against 20 Orthodox kibbutzim already existing, prove discrimination 
in favor of the Orthodox, or simply demonstrate that until now there 
were no candidates for a Conservative kibbutz? 

If the Student Authority gives scholarships to student Olim, do we 
ask which stream of Judaism the student is a member of? Obviously 
if he is in a Yeshiva he is Orthodox. But for a student at the 
Hebrew University, who knows, and who cares, what stream of Judaism 
he is a member of. 

Jerusaf,-m Code 91920 P.0 .H en Phone : <,~•1261 Cable : .JF.VA(;fN(:Y Tel~x · 02-2Hi 
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THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR ISRAEL 

I assure you that the allocation is given by virtue of the fact 
that he is an Oleh, and on no other basis than that. 

You know as well as I, that in the past year the Agency has favored 
your group, participating in the building of a Youth Hostel and in 
the building of the Youth Center at Kibbutz Tzoraa, aid that I can 
truly say was not given to any other stream. 

My answer to the U.J.A. will be similar to what I hav e stated above, 
and I'd appreciate it if you also would explain to them the facts, 
which are precisely as I have told you. 

If the Reform movement is engaged in idealogical struggle it is not 
for me, as a civil servant, to get involved. As an Israeli citizen 
I have my own opinion, but I certainly do not feel that the Jewish 

Agency should be unjustly accused of discrimination, not only 
because such accusations are damaging, but more importantly because 

they are totally untrue. 

s~~ 
Dr. Shimon Ravid 
Director-General 

cc: 
,Mr. A. Lewinsky 
Mr. S. Horowitz (translation) - President U.J.A. 
Mr. I. Kessler (translation) - Executive Vice-President, U.I.A. 

Mr. R.A. Shindler 
Mr. H. Rosen - Secretary General, JAFI 
Mr. N. Katz - U.I.A. Office, Jerusalem 

Mr. C. Schwartz ( transla t ion ) 
Mr. R. Eps tein ( t ransJ.ation ) 

Jerusal e m Code 91920 P.0 .H. 92 Phone : (, , 1J2 61 Cahl,· : JF.VAC ; F.NCY Telex · 02-2\6 



The 1983/84 Jewish Agency Budget 

(Orthodox, Conservative, Reform) 

1. Acti vities Through Othe r Organizations (This category includes kindergartens, 

Day-Care Centers, and other social welfare institutions not directly 

operated by Jewish Agency depa rtments.) 

Orthodox ...................... . ......................... $ 1,335,374 
Non-Orthodox.................................... ..... ... 2,009,105 

2. Immigration and Absorption - Student Authority 

3. 

Orthodox Students ......................................... 1,285,554 
Non-orthodox students ..................................... 5,933,090 

Rural Settlement 
Orthodox settlements (13) ............. ................... . 
Reform settlements (2) ................................ . 
Conservative settlement(1) ............................... . 

3,366,254 
867,000 
774,545 

4. Education in various pra;irams 

Orthodox .................................................. 1,263,000 
Reform and Conservative (This figure includes general 

programs - $325,000; Reform Youth Hostel - $166,000 
per year for three years; Seminar Center at Kibbutz 
Tzora - $175,000.) ...................................... 900,000 

5. Youth Aliyah Students 

In Orthodox Institutions ................................. 18,286,743 
In Non-Orthodox Institutions ............................. 26,267,976 
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Mr. Gerard Daniel 
Box 11 F11 

New Rochelle, New York l 0801 

Dear Gerry: 

. Ju 1 y 17 , 198'3 

.•·· 

This wi 11 confi nn. our conversation at which hopefu11y we. reached; an agroe

•: ment concerning the .. variou s.· debts ,. owned by · the \forl d Uni on to the UAHC as 

described in your ·memo to Josh Dwork of May 18 and ·; n a 11 of the various 

.correspondence you and l have had preVious to this date, and as outlined 

:1n ~onversat1ons with Rabbi Sch1ndler, Rabbi Hirsch and me on April 25. 

. . 
:, You and I agreed to the following: · i .. • 

1. With respect to the old debt .of the World Union to· the Uni.on, 

· the outstanding amount agreed to by Josh !A'Jork, DicK Hirsch, 

you and _me was $38 ,872-. 04. ~~le agreed that this amount ·would 

be paid by the World Union in three ·equal payments - the first 

immediately upon receipt of·this letter, the second no later 

than August 31, 1983 and the third no l~ter than November 30, 

1983. In short, by the end of 1983 the entire $38,872.04 would 

be paid. 

2. • With regard to the $5. per fam11y campaign, we agreed that the 

outstanding amount due through June 30, 1982 was $49,093.40, 

less 12% for expenses of. $5,891.21, making a tota:1 due of . 

$43,202.19,~of which the World Union has already paid us 

. .. ~~ ·$23,500.61 , · leaving an outstanding amount due the UAHC of 

\ .:.--::,_,:,$19,701 .58~ -- You agreed that this amount would be paid to us 

• " : immediate1y _.\Jpon rec~ipt_ of this -letter. . . , . 

This means, as I understand .it, Gerry, that upon receipt of th1s letter 

you wi11 send us checks totaling $32,658.92. . 

We agreed wit.h the Har-El rent credit per a)eement off of the· various 

operating statements that I showed you and that if indeed there. were, as 

.Rabbi Hirsch seems to feel, one or two missing ·months, that we Hould 

straighten that out once Dick supplied us with the actual figures. · 

. ~~ e also agreed that w1th respect to whatever outstanding sma11 amounts 

there may be due the World Un1on for telephone ca11 ·s,, etc.~ that once 

Dick Hirsch gave us that figure, the .UAl:!C .wou1d retmburse the Wor]d 

Union irrrnediataly . 
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I MEMORANDUM I 
From Rabbi Daniel B. Syme Date 3/1/84 

To Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Copies 

Subject 

,1n'N 
nn;p', 

.,,o,pnr.:, 
nv',r.>N:l 

I illlderstand that you are as shocked as I to learn that David Belin was 
appointed the Chainnan of the North .American Board of the World Union 
for Progressive Judaism. 

I really have mixed feelings. On the one hand, I honestly believe that 
this was a serious breach of prof essional ethi cs on the part of those 
who invited David without consulting us. On the other hand, it may give 
us an opportilllity to bring the essence of the Outreach program, namely 
the welcome extended to those who come to Judaism through conversion, 
to coillltries throughout the world. 

I believe that one thing is essential. I believe that both Dick and 
Jerry Daniel - or only Dick - IIIllSt receive a straight forward letter 
from you instructing them that David is not to be solicited for funds, 
nor is he to be asked to solicit funds on behalf of the World Union. 
I know that David's heart is with Outreach, but sometimes we can over
load our best people with expectations in a manner that can make them 
resentful. I don't want that to happen with David. We need him too 
badly. Thanks. 

Dan 

DBS/dfr 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 



Mr. Raymond Wells, President 
Temple Israel 
5419 East Broa~ Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43213 

Dear Mr. Wells: 

February 22, 1984 

No,we were not aware of Rabbi Rotem's appeal nor was his visit cleared 
with the Union. Still, there was no reason for anyone to clear with us 
since the congregation is not affiliated with the UAHC but rather with 
the World Union for Progressive Judaism. 

ije as a Union do support quite a few Israeli programs but most of them 
are on a youth level: the NiFTY Tours to Israel, Kibbutzim which we 
have built in Israel, the Youth Movement (Kedem) for Progressive young 
people in Israel. We also give some subsidies to the World Union for 
Progressive Judaism but these are insufficient for the work of the WUPJ. 
Nor does the World Union itself have enough income to support all of the 
institutions of Progressive Judaism in Israel such as the Leo Baeck School 
and the individual congregations. 

Unable to provide these congregations with what they need to survive, we 1 
obviously have no way of preventing them from seeking help wherever they 
can find it and therein lies the real problem. 

The cause is worthy, obviously. It is closer to our interests as Reform 
Jews than are many other causes which summon our support. On a national 
level we do what we can to help them and you will have to make a similar 
judgment in the light of your o~m congregational priorities. 

With kindest greetings and all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 





TEMPLE ISRAEL 
• 

Raymond Wells 
President 

February 15, 1984 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Attention: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Gentlemen: 

Please refer to the enclosed copy of a letter we received from Rabbi 
Mordecai Rotem. 

Is the Union aware of this appeal? Has it been cleared by the Union? 
Does the Union support these appeals financially or otherwise? 

Please fill us in with any information or policy positions which you 
have. 

7-relyw~ 

Raym'::lwe 11 s 
President 
Board of Trustees 

RW:mw 

----------........:.:.:.:::=~--~ ~ .. :.~::-;:~.:.:.·_-;~-----·-~- ...:., --- ·',,. ' -~ 
' -

5419 EAST BROAD STREET, COLUMBUS, OHIO 43213 • 866-0010 



Rabbi Harvey Goldman, 
Temple Israel, 
5419 E. Broad St., 
Columbus, Ohio 43213 

Dear Rabbi Goldman, 

Or Hadash Congregation in Haifa, which I serve, is the largest congregation 
within the Israel Movement for Progressive (Reform) ·Judaism -- 280 families. 
After 18 years of negotiations, we have finally received land from 'the • -···· ·• •• 
municipality of Haifa to build our own synagogue and community .. cent'er~·- '~'"'J. ·-. ··,. 

Since, unlike Orthodox institutions and "lehavdil" Christian churches and 
Moslem mosques, we as Reform Jews are not supported by the State of Israel, , 
we have to turn to our friends all over the world for their assistance, 
I am turning to you, as I am sure that you understand the importance of 
building a strong Israeli Movement for Progressive Judaism in order to make 
Israel a state of all Jews, and not just .of Orthodox or secular people. 

I am sure that there are many items on your agenda. You m_ay even have been 
approached by colleagues .of mine from Israel to help their projects, Yet, 
due to the fact that the needs are so great and the only ones we can turn to 
are friends like yourself, please do not consider it a "chutzpah" in my 
turning to you also. Or Hadash's project is an urgent one, since we may lose 
the land due to Orthodox political intrigues, •if we do not start building 
soon. 

I plan to be in North America between March 20 and April 10. I would like to 
meet with as many rabbis, congregants and potential donors as possible. 
Would you be so kind as to give me a hand in setting up a meeting ·for me with 
people among your congregants who may be interested and able to join us in 
this sacred endeavour? ·. They must know that we have raised, within our own 
membership, a most significant sum in Israeli terms, but _of cours,e this dpe_~ 
not suffice. •• 

I do hope to receive your affirmative response as soon as possible. If I 
do so,_ I will contact you personally again (probably by phone) to coordinate 
a timetable. 

- -
Again, please see this as "an emergency appefl." I am very grateful for any 
assistance you can give me in that. 

Sincerelyr{o~s'__ 
AA.~ 

Rabbi Mordecai Rotem 
Executive Director, Israel Movement 

for Progressive Judaism 
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Union of limeric~n=Hebrew Congregations 

838 FIFTH AVENUE • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 • (212) _249-0100 

Feb 28,1984 

lJlfl'J 

PLEASE DETACH AND FOllWAllD WITH YOUR I.EMITTANCE 

'•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I 
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Union of An1crican Hebrew · Con grcgations 

838 FIFTH I .VENUE NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 

WORLD UNiON FOR PROGRESSIVE JUbAiSM 

Balance as of June 30', 1980 
less UAHC sharre 'l egal ··fee 

Rent: Aug. 1979 thr.w J.une: 3'0-',.1980 
Ifa-ia·nce· Due· 

Less Daymen t April 27 1
1981 

Less payment May 11, 1981 

Less payment Dec . 15, 1981 
I 

I 

Less payment Apr 15, 1982 

Less payment Jan 29,1983 

Less payment June 30,1983 (7-12-
0

3) 

Make checks payablf to U.A.H.C. },dminisrracion Account 

Ir 
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ORGANIZED IN 1795 
Tho Oldest Ashke nazic Congregation in the Western Hemisphere 

615 North Broad Street • Philadelphia, PA 19123 • 215 / 627-6747 

Mr . J oshua Dwork 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York , New York 10021 

January 9 , 1984 

Re : Rabbi Leon Klenicki Loan 

Dear F.r' iend : 

I write to you as a Past - President of the World Union during 
whose term in office t his matter was , to my knowledge , sett l ed 
as far as the World Union was concerned . 

I shall be p l eased to meet with you for clarification at some 
mutually agreeab l e time , but for now let me state that when Klenicki 
left the employ of the Wor ld Union and went to the B 'nai Brith, he 
sold his apartment in Buenos Aires at a profit , and I demanded re 
payment of his loan from the Wor ld Union while forgiving him the 
"gifts " which we had previously made in t he same connection . 

It is true that he also had a loan from the UAHC and I was in 
close touch with Jud ge Emi l Baar who handled the matter for the 
UAHC . I begged him to take the same action I had taken to clear 
up t he matter , but out of rachmanuth he made a more lenient extended 
schedule of repayments of that l oan , and I said that as far as the 
World Union was concerned, the matter was closed . 

Whatever repayments were made to the World Union were supposed to 
be used for further work in Latin America . To my knowledge , these 
funds were comingled and became part of the assets out of which the 
UAHC was g iven a very l arge and generous sett l ement of al l claims by 
the UAHC against the Wor l d Union. This was an arrangement between 
Gerard Daniel and the UAHC. 

I am amazed that periodically the matter is reopened, and I hope 
that it can be sett l ed once and for a ll whi l e a ll the principals 
invo l ved are still a live . 

As you can see , I am sending copies of this letter to Emil Baar and 
Gerard Daniel on the assumption that you wi ll share this information 
with Rabbi Schindler and Ted Broido . 

cc : Gerard Daniel j Jud ge Emil Baar 
RODEPH SHALOM SUBURBAN 
8201 High School Road • Elkins Park, PA 19117 

Faithful:y, _ / 
fa(.,~t (f. Uu::-e_ 

Rabbi David H. Wic e 





EMIL N. BAA R 

Jon-,.; J . BE:-<'1F.TT , Jn. 

J1F.HBERT BERNSTE I N 

ROYAL E. lIUE J,.DlU, J H. 

Mt LTO:-< ~T. L EVITT 

"\'t'1C:E:-<T M. MACCH IA 

WILLI.A.'1 .A . .M.ETZ 

PATRICK J. Mo:-iAG IL\N, Jn. 

JANES P . O'NE ILL 

}l-\.RHY J. PETC!lESKY 

DA :Sc'OR T H W. ROGER S 

RICHARD R o01c1 

HAROLD L.S CHYEIDER 

FoBERT P . S E R LES 

Rabbi David H. Wice 
615 North Broad Street 
Phil adelphia~ Pa. 19123 

Dear David: 

PALME R SERLE S & B AAR 

ATTORNEYS AT L A W 

120 BROA DWAY 

N E W YO R K , N. Y. 10005 

( 2 12) 962-5600 

De cember 10, 1974 
CAB L E. ADDRESS 

PALl'I ERSERLl :<i'EWYORK 

T ELEX 

129261 

I have for acknowledgment your letter of November 29th, with 
refe rence to the Klenicki matter. Forgive me if . I say I am somewhat 
astounded by what appears to me paternalism in e x tenso. 

I will make no comment as to the circumstances which brought 
about Rabbi Klenicki's termination of employment as Rabbi of the Temple 
in Buenos Aires and the World Union, which are in no way involved. The 
situation briefly seems to be as follows: 

Here is an individual who owes $8,738.29 as of November 30, 1974, 
inclusive of interest at 6% per annum to that date. Interest continues to 
accrue. The debt is due the UAHC and for whatever it is worth WUPJ has 
guaranteed the payment. The Rabb_i most earnestly desires to pay his debt 
as quickly as possible. He is employed at a salary of $25,000 a year by 
ADL and, in addition, among his fringe benefits, is in its Pension Plan 
and is provided with life insurance coverage of $75,000. To this end he 
wishes to use all his available liquid assets which, among other things, 
includes the cash surrender value of approximately $1,150 in a personal life 
insurance policy, · plus whatever is available from the Rabbinical Pension 
Board. The balande remaining including accruing interest he can liquidate 
over a period of three (3) years without undue hardship to his family re
sponsibilities. I have an informal understanding with the ADL with the con
sent of Rabbi Klenicki that payments will be made through a salary deduction 
plan. 

I know of no alternatives which can accomplish this with dignity 
except perhaps payment over a ten (10) year period during which time he must 
continue to pay a 6% interest charge on the amount due as it accrues from 
time to time. What the risks are personal and business-wise to the UAHC and 
WUPJ no one can foretell but they most definitely exist. 



Rabbi David H. Wice 2. December 10, 1974 

I am r easonably familiar with the provisions of the Rabbin~cal 
Pension Plan Agreement which in my opinion is permissive when circumstance s 
justify it. I agree as a matter of policy that rabbis should not be · per
mitted to withdraw from the Plan on whim but relief should be given in 
the sound discretion of the Rabbinical Pension Board only under extraordinary 
circumstances. I believe that in the instant case such action is warranted . 
To suggest that consent of the Rabbinical Pension Board be withheld because 
at some time Rabbi Klenicki may come back into the active rabbinate seems 
to me to be ·a bridge that should be crossed when the event arises. It is 
a problem personal to him and should not be related to his desire to pay 
this debt or the dire need of the UAHC and WUPJ to collect the amount due 
as quickly as possible. 

If this determination is final, I shall await further instructions 
as to what is to be done. 

cc: Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Rabbi Ira Youdovin 
Mr. Robert Adler 
Mr. Ted Broido 

J Mr. Joshua Dwork 

Sincerely, 

,.✓ ,., 

\... \ 
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• ~BBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER • UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
~ PRESI DENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 

~ October 18, 1983 

Rab bi Richard G, Hirsch 
WUPJ 
13 King David Street 

_Je rusalem, Israel 

Dear Dick: 

By now you undoubtedly know that Steve Schafer is ill and when we are 
together i~ Israel, before you receive this letter, I will bring you up
to-date on _what has transpired in regard to his health. As I write these 
words nis situation is rather grave. 

I~ response to your letter of September 20 to Haim Sharett, I have checked 
tnto the matter and have learned that in addition to Gerry, Haim a~d Steve, 
you and Allan Smith were also present. I am told, however, that you did not 
participate to any great exten~ and the meeting was truly between Gerry, Haim 
and Steve. Our youth people tried to move Gerry to agree to support the Mizpeh 
project and the budget. It was clear that the sum required was $90,000. At 
fi rst, Gerry agreed to spend the marketing funds. Haim then provided a list of 
potent ial members and Gerry's response was that if the list was real, including 
very good, committed people, then the World Union should be behind the project 
and the monies will be found. I am told that when Gerry left the meeting, 
about 45 minutes into the discussion, our youth people were convi nced that he 
was prepared to back the project all the way as long as it looked real, which 
it su6sequently proved to be. 

This project is really one which is ideal for the World Union. It is one your 
people snould be willing to urdertake and to commit time and budget. This is 
not a youth program, it is in fact an adult program. It is pure aliyah for 
fa~il ies. If our Youth Division, through the International Education Department, 
t s wt lltng to go all the way because of its commitment to such programs, where 
is the World Union? 

Dick, we must all look beyond the small type on credits. This program represents 
something very important. It is a program which has a deep meaning for American 
Reform aliyah. It is one which should be supported by the proper institutions. 
I firmly believe that the World Union should indeed support this very critical 
and important program. 

Wi{h warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



I MEMORANDUM I 

From Rabbi Allan L. Smith Date October 12, 1983 

To Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Copies 

Subject Dick Hirsch's Memo 

,, 'N 
J1 l ii1'';:, 

.m::,-ip.no 
l;:t''"lON:J 

I must say that I found Dick's letter a little insulting. I can tell you 
from having been at the meeting that what Dick writes just isn't so. The 
meeting regarding the Mizpeh took place between Haim Sharett, Gerry .Daniel, 
Dick Hirsch, Steve Schafer and myself in "my office." I was there. Dick 
hardly spoke. I am sure he was preoccupied. The meeting was really between 
Gerry Daniels, Haim and Steve. We tried to push Gerry to agree to support 
the project and the budget. It was clear that we were looking at $90,000. 
First, he immediately agreed to expend the marketing money. Haim passed out 
a list of p otential members. Gerry Daniel's response to this list was that 
if it is real and they are good people who are committed, then the World Union 
should be behind the project and the monies will be found. When Gerry Daniels 
left (after about 45 minutes), I was convinced that he was prepared to back 
the project all the way so long as it looked real. 

What really troubles me about Dick's letter is that the World Union,under 
his leadership, is supposed to deal in projects just like this one. Yet, 
I see no energy on their part. I see no willingness to commit time or budget. 
The fact is this is an adult program not a youth program. It is pure aliyah 
for families. If the Youth Department, through IED, is willing to jump in all 
the way because of its commitment to such programs , where is the World Union? 
All Dick can refer to is the small type on the credits. Yes, a lot of support 
from Agency or Government sources comes because Dick gives it tacit approval. 
But all of Dick's credibility and what we get comes because of the UAHC and 
your name and clout. It's what we represent here that makes the difference. 
Dick ought to get into sync. I feel that the Mizpeh is perhaps the one project 
with a lot of meaning for American Reform Aliyah. It should be supported by the 
proper institutions, that means the World Union. 

ALS 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Stephen Schafer 

September 28, 1983 

You received a copy of Dick Hirsch's letter of September 20 to Halm. 

Please counsel me as to how I should respond. I must do so quickly. 

Thank you. 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

~ 
~~~-v~ 

13 King David Streef 

Jerusalem, Israel Tel. (02) 234-748, (02) 232-444 _,v 
(d ·n1 

. 17' 

Office of Executive Director 

Haim Sharett, 
UA.LJC, 
838 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Haim, 

, JIFJ;'I nJ\I'~ 

20th September, 1983 

Thank you so much for sending the material in advance of the Labour Day 
weekend. 

I am very very anxious to receive from you a report as to how the program 
went. I assume that you will be writing one up anyhow -- how many people 
attended, what is the calibre of the people, have families set dates for 
aliya, etc.? I have been in contact with both Raanan Weitz and Matti Drobles 
on the project. Both spoke to me in both an official and confidential manner 
and wanted to know what I as a person and the movement thought about the program, 
were we really behind it, etc.? Of course I gave them full endorsement of 
the budget to extend your shlichut and said that whatever funds the department 
expended were worthwhile. I indicated that this program reaches an element of 
the American Jewish population which would otherwise never be tapped, and 
therefore the WZO should do everything it can do to encourage this program. 

Which leads me to the nature of the relationship between the World Union 
and Mitzpe Halutz. There seems to be some confusion. I have heard from 
Gerry Daniel by phone that there has been an exchange of correspondence. 
I have not yet received it. All I have before me is the letter sent on 
August 17 by Gerry Daniel to Alex Schindler, and Alex's response to Gerry 
of August 22. First of all, for the record, we have always considered the 
Mitzpe and now do as a project integrally related to the Israel Movement for 
Progressive Judaism, and therefore to the World Union. We, together with 
others, had and do have some questions as to the viability of the project. 
However, we are behind the project 100%. We will help wherever we can in 
the mobilization of people, in Israel and elsewhere, outside of the United 
States, and when the settlement is established we will do everything possible 
to be supportive and to encourage its development and its integral relationship 
to the rest of the movement. You probably heard that we gave the Mitzpe a 
prominent spot in the plenary business session of the World Union Conference, 
where slides were shown and a presentation was made by Steve Schafer . 

. , . 
When we met in New York in June, we were asked to give an amount of $4,500 
for the publication of the brochures. After onJy a brief consideration, we 
agreed to do so, with the understanding that it .would be a joint project of 
the UAHC and the World Union (parenthetically, we were somewhat distressed to 
see that the World Union was listed in very small print as one among many 
affiliates of the Union, but that is a minor obJection and not related to the 
next issue of funds). 



- 2 -

When Steve Schafer was here, he indicated to me that he had shown us a budget 
of $90,000, and that we had agreed to be full partners, namely that we were 
going to come up with $45,000. I said to him that we had not and could not 
have made such a promise at the time. It would have been highly irresponsible 
for us to do so, because we don't have the funds for our existing programs, 
which take priority. It would be foolhardy for us to agree to expend an amount 
of $45,000 and in so doing not be able to assl.Ulle responsibility for the 
salaries, of rabbis, youth workers and others who are in our employ. 

It is our considered judgment, and Gerry Daniel is in complete agreement with 
me on this, that the recruitment of persons from the United States for the 
project should be under the sole responsibility of the Youth Department. After 
all, Steve Schafer would not want you and the other shlichim to be working 
for the World Union, nor would he expect the World Union to pay for the shaliach 
budget for the United States. We have done everything possible in the past to 
help mobilize Shlichut funds from the WZO, and we shall continue to do so on this 
and on all other projects. But just as the UAHC does not provide funds from 
its operating budget for the shlichim, whether for you or the others, so the 
World Union cannot undertake such a responsibility. And frankly, we are 
resentful of the implication that when agreeing to give full cooperation, somehow 
or other we also agreed to come up with half of the funds. There never was 
any such commitment. That should be clear to one and all. 

I was also told by Steve, and he has probably related this to you, that Motti 
Rotem was not as cooperative as he should have been in whatever discussions 
he had with Steve. I have discussed the matter with Motti, and he is totally 
unaware of anything which would have given Steve reason to make these remarks. 
He as well as other leaders will do everything possible to recruit Israelis and 
the Israel Movement will give full cooperation. 

I hope that the above clarifies our position on the matter. Please rest 
assured that we want to be kept informed of all developments and we invite 
you to use our good offices whenever the need arises, 

Your many friends here join in extending to you best wishes for Gmar Hatima 
Tova and a Chag Sameach. 

cc. Rabbi Stephen Schafer 
.,,, Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Mr. Gerard Daniel 
Rabbi Benjamin Kamin 
Rabbi Mordecai Rotem 
Rabbi Allan Levine,- ·' ' 

Bivracha, 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
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Mr . Wo 1 f A. Ho 1f 
Caixa Postal 3980 
Sao Paulo, Brasil 

Dear Mr. Wo 1 f: 

October 10, 1983 

This is to notify you that a generous contribution to the Hord>d Union 
for Progressive Judaism has been made by Aunt Esther and Uncle Joe. 
They take great pride In your accomplishments and are making this gift 
in your honor. 

As I wrote to the Grossmans - and It has been some time since last we 
saw each other - I plan to be In Sao Paulo this Spring. Our mutual 
friends, Judith and Ellis Mischel of Summit, New Jersey, have told me 
of your activities within the World Unton. It is my fond hope that we 
will have an opportunlty to meet while I am in your community. 

Until then, my warm good wishes and my gratitude for your efforts in 
behalf of Progressive Judaism, 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

) 
I 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Benjamin Kamin 

Enclosed herewith is a check for $100.00 for the World Union for 

Progressive Judaism. It was sent by Esther Starr Grossman in honor 

of her nephew Wolf A. Wolf of Sao Paulo. She has asked me to write 

to Mr. Wolf and I wi 11, of course, do so. Wolf Is married to the 

neice of Esther and Joseph Grossman of Quincy, Mass. 

October 10, 1983 • 

Please be sure to tell Dick that his letter In behalf of RJA brought 

forth this gift. 



Mrs. Joseph B. Grossman 
86 Monroe Road 
Quincy, Mass 02169 

Dear Esther: 

October 10, 1983 

Yes, it has really been quite some time since last we saw each other. 
I write to express my heartfelt thanks for the gracious gift you have 
made in honor of Wolf A. Wotffof Sao Paulo. We wi 11, of course, let 
him know of this contribution in his honor. 

You should know that I am planning a trip to Sao Paulo this Spring. 
I have heard about Wolf and Barbara and I look forward to meeting 
them during my visit to their community. It Is lovely to know that 
yet another generation of your mishpacha has become involved in Reform 
Judaism. 

~Ji th thanks and warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

• 
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RESIDENCE 
86 MONROE ROAD 

QUINCY, MASS. 02169 

Jlo-nli : 

JOSEPH B. GROSSMAN 
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OFFICE 
142 UNION ST. (P. 0 . BOX 250) 

BRAINTREE, MASS. 02184 
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MEMORANDUM 
Annie Thompson (RJA) 

Rabb i Sc h i nd ler 

Ra bb i Sch i ndler , 

The enclos ed came in r es ponse to our last solici t at ion . 

Please forward th e check to WUPJ . 

I f ther e ar e any quest io ns p lease cal I. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 

Date October 7, 1983 



August 22, 1983 

Mr. Gerard Daniel, President 
World Union for Progressive Judaism 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Jerry: 

Thak you for your letter of August 17. It was wonderful to learn that 
you had an opportunity to meet with some of the couples who are Interest-
ed lntthe Mtizpeh Har Chalutz program of the Refonn Movement. I was very 
pleased with your reaction to these couples but I must admit my surprise 
at your surprise in meeting such solid, serious family people. I would 
have been distressed had you reacted otherwise. After all, our experience 
with our young single people tn the garfnlm has been quite good, why should 
we expect less from couples? 

Be that as It may, Oerry, I must note that I did react to your comment that 
the WUPJ Is 11 too weaktCK> undertake North Amert can projects of th Is kl nd." 
If the \.JUPJ Is too weak, what shall• say about the UAHC? In terms of 
finances we simply cannot extend ourselves at this time. How I wtsh we 
could! And how I wish the WUPJ coul~ see Its way clear to assist In this 
important program which, tn the long run, Is really not North American In 
scope but Is truly a way to help build Refonn Judaism In Israel! 

Wtth all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Office of the President 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Pres. 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex, 

August 17, 1983 
MAB-116 

I just would like to share briefly with you an experience 
with a group of couples who have shown interest to make 
Aliyah under the auspices of the UAHC Mitzpeh program organized 
by Haim Sharett. 

I did not expect to meet such serious people, almost all of 
them very "balebatish",with orderly lives and solid family 
backgrounds. Their ages range from the early twenties to the 
high fifties and in talking to them they appear to me as really 
good material. 

Their motives why they want to go to Israel mostly have to 
do with family ties already existing in Israel, to which in all 
cases true "chibath zion" must be added. 

Some had reformed backgrounds, some not, and the net benefit 
to our movement obviously will depend on how well our people 
in Israel can help them identify. 

This whole project came to the World Union only a couple of 
weeks before our International Confer~nce and more out of 
enthusiasm than rationalization we agreed to share the public
ity expense. We made no other committment at the time and upon 
sober reflection, have come to the conclusion that this project 
is really beyond the scope of the World Union, both from the 
viewpoint of finances as well as programs. We are much too weak 
to undertake North American P,rojects of this kind and I am only 
sorry if my initial enthusiasm misled Haim and Steve Schaefer 
to believe that the World Union could stay with it. 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel • 02-234-748 
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The purpose of my writing to you is just to share with you 
the experience I had with these dozen or so couples Ruth 
and I met and it really was a very good experience from every 
point of view. 

I hope that this program can be salvaged, after all, with the 
help of the UAHC for those portions that the Jewish Agency 
will not cover. 

With warmest personal regards, 

yours, 

ION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

Gerard Danie 

GD:MAB 



Rabbi George \.J. Ruben 
41A Rayleigh Avenue 
\Jes tc 1 i ff-on-Sea 
Essex, Engl and 

Dear George: 

July 28, 1983 

Thank you so much for your letter. had no idea you are in England. 
I was in London for a few days. As a matter of fact, I preached at 
John Rayner's synagogue. 

In re Operation Outreach, our programs are developing very nicely and 
the acceptance of the ideas ever greater, spilling far beyond our own 
own religious community. 

I 1m deeply grateful for your contributioo which I acknowledge herewith. 

I am sending a copy of your letter to the Publications Department with 
the instructions that they send you Olam Gadol Alef. Hopefully they will 
also be able to send you some samples of Ketubot which we have, although 
they do not confirm in any way to the traditional pattern. 

With all good wishes and kindest greetings, I am 

Si nee rely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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SOUTHEND AND DISTRICT REFORM SYNAGOGUE 
AFFILI ATED T O T HE REFORM S YN A GOG U ES OF GREAT B RI T A IN 

8 5 1 L O NDON ROAD . W E STCLIFF - O N -SEA 

RABBI GEORGE W. RUBEN 
Phone Numbers:-
Home:• 0702 333937 
Synagogue 0702 75809 

Rabbi Al exander Schindler , 
The President , 

ESSEX 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations , 
838 Fifth Avenue , 
New York NY 10021 
U.S .A. 

r-tr Dear Alexander , 

RABBI 'S OFFICE 
Home Addres s : 
41A Rayleigh Avenue 
Westcliff- on- Sea . 

18th July, 1983 

Here I am in sunny Engl and . The Australian sun seems to follow me . 
May I r espectfully ask you to pu rrry name on the mailing l ist for the 
above address . .pnar ently a great deal of your worthy literatur e still 
goes to Austr lia . 

How i s Operation Outreach etting on? 
contr ibution (£5) . 

Permit me to send you a small 

Would you be gracious enou h to give i nstructions to the Educational Depart
ment of our movement to send six copies of OLAM GP,DOL ALEF by Abraham and 
Adai a Shumsky, i llustration by Leo Glueckselig to the above address . They 
will be r efunded by our Treasurer . May I claim a discount for Rabbis? 

With many thanks in advan ce for your courtesy and never- f ailing kindness, 
I remain, 

Yours as ever , 

\ 
RABBI GEORGE W. RUBEN 

P.S . Could you kindly send me some samples of KETUBOT - non sexist , 
truly reform, in Hebrew, vocal ised, t hat the bride and groom can t least 
read it , and above all in English , their mother- 1 nguage . If I like them 
I shall order some f or rrry congregation . 



July 25, 1983 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
World Unicn for Progressive Judaisn 
13 King David Street 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear Dick: 

While I \oilas in England, I heard that Hugo Gryn is terribly upset with the 
World Uu.m. I did not spe.ak to him myself, but others told me. As I 
mderstand it, in a recent revisicn of the WJPJ Constitutim, sane such 
office as the vice-chainnanship was eliminated. In arrJ event, it was an 
office which he held. While he was notified of the proposed changes, no 
cne spoke to him about his own role or rather noo.-role in advance. NcM 
apparently he has no place oo the fxecutive. 

I hope, I got the story straight. In arrJ event, saoothing should be done 
to straighten this out. '!here is no reason why Hugo should feel offended or 
over-looked. 

Be well. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Mr. Gerard Daniel 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM,. 

o 111 1'n:in •n, 13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel Tel. 234-748, 232-444 .,v o,,vi,, 

Office of Executive Director 

Rabbi Stephen Schafer, 
UAHC - Youth Division, 
838 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Steve, 

22nd May, 1983 

I just received word that you are definitely corning for the World Union 
Conference. I am delighted. We have already had our meeting on the 
kibbutz dedication. This time both Yahel and Lotan are playing a formative 
role in determining the program -- a far cry from what it was in 1976. 
They will ask you directly to take some role in the ceremonies. Knowing 
them, they may not get around to it til you leave for Israel, but know 
that you will have a role of honor. 

Allan told me about the problem in regard to the allocation from the 
American Zionist Youth _Federation for "kinusirn" and the fact that the 
$75 allocation per trip to members of garinirn, which was given to every 
other movement, was not given to our garinirn. I discussed the matter 
with Avraham Katz, who told me that he knew nothing about it. If there 
was a refusal, it was not in his hands and had nothing to do with him or 
his policies. He assumed that perhaps the problem was that the other 
Hityashvut movements did not consider our movement as a kibbutz movement. 
He recommended that I get in writing a specific memo from you. I recommend 
therefore that you bring something with you in writing both corroborating 
what the policy and practice has been in regard to the other movements 
and some kind of statement indicating as to why we were not automatically 
included in that policy. 

We also discussed the "relations" which pertain between him and our youth J~k~ 
concerning his department and our youth programs, and agreed that when you 
and A are here we would sit down together with Allan and representatives 
of his department and "try to smoke the peace pipe." I suggest that you 
come prepared with whatever written materials would be helpful as background. 

cc. Rabbi Allan Levine 
Rabbi Alexander $chindler 
Mr. Theodore Broido 

Bivracha, 

it 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi ·amin A. Kamin 

Thank you for your note and the copy of the tentative program for 
the World Union meeting. We can discuss this further and I can 
tell you at this time that I will be pleased to be put on the 
program as you suggested. However, you must know that this can 
only be tentative for there is a possibility that I will have to 
make a trip to London. There is a critical meeting which may 
require me to be in London on June 29th. 

Warm regards; 

May 13, 1983 
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Rabbi Benjamin A. Kamin 
North American Director 

½i,'E.A..OIJSl-1.l'f'"'' 

l\1ay 11, 1983 

TO: Rabbi A1exander M. Schindler 

Alex, I am glad to know that you plan to attend the 
International Conference. I would like to suggest 
an appropriate slot in the program for you. 

On Wednesday evening, June 29 we are planning a plenum 
entitled: "Israeli Political Policy and the Use of 
Power." We would like you to chair this session, which 
will feature addresses by Moshe Ar ens and Shimon Peres. 

I should like to talk to you further about this in 
person. Meanwhile, please consider this. I enclose 
the Program of the Conference for you to look at. 

v. 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 



PRESIDENT: 
Mr. Gerard Daniel (U.S.A.} 

HON. LIFE PRESIDENT: 
Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof (U.S.A.} 

VICE PRESIDENTS: 
Rabbi , John Levi, (Australia/ 
Mr. Jack Silverman (South Africa} 
Rabbi Dr. Albert H. Friedlander 

(Great Britain/ 
Dr. Maurits Goudeket (Netherlands/ 
Rabbi Dr. Alfred Gottschalk (U.S.A.} 
Rabbi Jerome R. Maline (U.S.A./ 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler (U.S.A.} 
Mr. David Riegler (Israel} 

HON. LIFE VICE PRESIDENTS: 
Judge Emil N. Baar (U.S.A.} 
Rabbi Dr. Leslie I. Edgar (Great Britain/ 
Rabbi Dr. Meir Elk (Israel} 
M. Marcel Greilsammer (France/ 
Rabbi Dr. Werner Van Der Zyl (Majorca/ 
Rabbi Dr. C. Moses Weiler (Israel} 
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Mr. Victor Brasch (S. Africa} 

CHAIRMAN OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 

Mrs. David M. Levitt (U.S.A.} 
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Rabbi Jacob K. Shankman 

TREASURERS: 
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Mr. Edward Gold (Great Britain} 
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Mr. Bertram Jacobs (Great Britain/ 
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Mr. Matthew H. Ross 
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TENTATIVE PROGRAM 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE 
WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

June 27-July 5, 1983 
Jerusalem, Israel 

ALL DAY 

9:00 a.m. 

1:00 p.m. 

2:30 p.m. 

5:00 p.m. 

8:30 p.m. 

MONDAY, JUNE 27, 1983 

Conference of ARZEINU 

(Program to be submitted by ARZEINU 
organization) 

TUESDAY, JUNE 28, 1983 

WUPJ Governing Body Meetings 

Luncheon Break 

WUPJ Governing Body Meetings 

Governing Body Adjourned 

OPENING SESSION, Jerusalem Theater 

Chairperson: 

Invocation: 

Greetings: 

Address: 

Gerard Daniel (USA) 
President, WUPJ 

Chairperson, Council of Prog. 
Rabbis in Israel 

Chairperson, Israel Movement 
for Progressive Judaism 

Mayor of Jerusalem 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
Executive Director, WUPJ 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel • 02-234-748 
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TUESDAY, JUNE 28 (cont.) 

Israeli Folk Music - Dance Presentation 
(or other similar presentation) 

8:30 a.m. 

9:00 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

Benediction 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29, 1983 

TEFILAT SHAHARIT 
(morning services) 

PLENUM: DIVERSITY WITHIN UNITY 
WORLD PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

Program Highlights: Mrs . Ruth Daniel 
Mrs. Betty Golomb 
Co-Chairpersons 

Keynote: Rabbi Herman E. Schaalman 

Discussants: Rabbi Albert Friedlander 
Rabbi Mordechai Rotem 

SEMINARS 
(Introductions to seminars to be time 
restricted to allow full dialogue) 

Group A: 

Group B: 

Group C: 

6roup D: 

Impact of New Life Styles on 
Jewish Continuity (Singles, Aged, 
Single Parent Families) 

Halacha and Progessive Judaism 
(Should Diaspora Jewry be influ-
enced by struggles with Israel. 
Examples : Who is a Jew?, Patrilineal ) 

Youth: Is Progressive Judaism 
responsive to today's needs. 
(Influence of Progressive Judaism 
vs. New Cults) 

Nuclear Disarmament -- A Jewish 
Dilemma? 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel • 02-234-748 
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29 (.cont.) 

12:30 p.m. "LUNCH and LEARN" 

Listing of Workshops 

2:45 p.m. 

8:30 p.m. 

1. Youth 
2. Religious Education. 
3. Day Schools 
4. Program Outreach 
S. Oppressed Jews 
6. Womens' Organizations 

PLENUM: THE WORLD OF THE WORLD UNION 

A panel discussion of representative Pro 
gressive Jewish Leaders 

Panelists: One participant each from : 

Australia 
Latin America 
South Africa 
Great Britain 
The Continent 

Sample questions: 

A. 

B. 

C. 

Relationship of the Progressive movement t o : 
1. the larger non-Jewish community 
2. the larger Jewish community 
3. an established rabbinate 
4. Church-State issues 
S. Social justice concerns 

Efforts to combat intermarriage and 
assimilation. 

Ideological conflicts within each movement . 

EVENING PLENUM: A DEBATE ON DIVERGENT VIEWS 
OF ISRAELI POLITICAL POL ICY 
AND THE USE OF POWER 

(One spokesman for each of two divergent vi ews ) 

The Government Position: 
Eliahu Ben Elissar 
Yuval Neeman 

The Opposition: 
Simcha Din i t z 
Mordechai Gur 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel • 02-234-748 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 30, 1983 

TEFILAT SHAHARIT 
(morning services) 

PLENUM: TOWARD GUIDELINES FOR ISRAEL -
DIASPORA RELATIONS 

A high level WUPJ Committee under the chair
manship of Professor Michael Meyer has been 
appointed to prepare a position paper. Each 
constituent has been asked to submit its own 
paper. Meetings will be held during the spring 
and the position papers distributed in advance. 
At the plenum Professor Meyer will be asked to 
present the committee consessus (if there is 
a consensus). Someone with a critical view 
will be asked to comment. 

The workgroups will be asked to discuss the 
statement and recommend changes. The chair
man and recorders of each workgroup will meet 
together with the Drafting Committee to pre
sent a final statement for approval on the 
floor of the business session, Monday a.m., 
July 4, 1983. 

10:30 a.m. WORKGROUPS 

12:30 p.m. Luncheon Break 

2:30 p.m. OPEN BUSINESS SESSION 

8:30 p.m. Knesset 

ADDRESS BY THE PRIME MINISTER OF THE STATE 
OF ISRAEL 
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FRIDAY, JULY 1, 1983 

CONFERENCE TRAVEL DAY 
All plans tentative 

Buses depart for Haifa (Background material 
on Israel Progressive Movement to be pro
vided on bus) 

Visit to site of Or Chadash Synagogue and 
Ground Consecration 

Visit to Leo Baeck School 

Lunch: Leo Baeck School 

Buses Depart for Tel Aviv 

Visit to site of Kedem Synagogue 

Buses depart for Jerusalem 

KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES 

SHABBAT DINNER 

SATURDAY, JULY 2, 1983 

10:00 a.m. SHAHARIT LESHABBAT 
(morning services) 

8:30 p.m. ACADEMIC CONVOCATION (In conjunction with 
Hebrew Union College) 

Processional 

Havdalah 

Remards and Awarding of Honorary Fellowships 
and/or Degrees 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel• 02-234-748 
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SUNDAY, JULY 3, 1983 

CONFERENCE TRAVEL DAY 
All plans tentative 

TRIP TO KIBBUTZ YAHEL AND KIBBUTZ YAHEL BET 

Dedication of Kibbutz Yahel Bet 

MONDAY, JULY 4, 1983 

DIVERSITY WITHIN UNITY: JEWISH TRADITION AND 
RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENTS 

8:30 a.m. 

9:00 a.m. 

TEFILAT SHAHARIT 

PLENUM - RELIGIOUS PLURALISM IN THE LIGHT 
OF TRADITION 

From the perspective of tradition (one of the 
following) 

Ephraim Urbach 
David Hartman 
Emanuel Rackman 

From the perspective of Progressive Judaism 
(one of the following) 

Dow Marmur 
Samuel Karff 
Gunther Plaut 
John Rayner 

10:30 a.m. OPEN BUSINESS SESSION 

12:30 p.m. LUNCHEON IN SUPPORT OF THE WORLD UNION FOR 
PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

4:30 p.m. 

5:00 p.m. 

Buses depart Hilton for Hebrew Union College 

GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY FOR THE WORLD 
EDUCATION CENTER FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel • 02-234-748 
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MONDAY, JULY 4 (cont.) 

CLOSING RECEPTION AT THE PRESIDENT'S 
HOUSE 

CLOSING BENEDICTION 

(Visit 

NOTE: 

to Wall?) 

Tuesday, July S: 
Assembly of all Rabbis 

Glaser, Chairman) 
(Rabbi Joseph B. 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 
Cincinnati • New York • Los A ngeles • l erusalem 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

3101 CLIFTON AVENUE • CINCINNATI, OHIO 45220 
(513) 221-1875 

February 15, 1983 

I certainly understand that you do not have the time to do a new statement for 
t he WUPJ Commission. Your Denver speech, with which I am already familiar, 
represents an excellent contribution in itself, and the subcommittee will in
deed reflect on it carefully. 

All good wishes. 

Cordi ally, 

Michael A. Meyer 

MAM: npb 

cc: Rab bi Benjamin Kamin 



Professor Michael A. Meyer 
Chairman of the Commission 
HUC-JIR 
3101 Clifton Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 

Dear Mike: 

February 9, 1983 

I am sorry that I won't have time to send you a draft of a 
statement. I hope you understand. On the other hand, I am 
sending you a copy of my Denver speech in which I addressed 
most of the areas you will want to cover. Feel free to draw 
on this speech. And, of course, if you have any questions 
concerning a particular issue and wish me to expand on it, 
by all means ask me to do so. 

Be well. Fond regards from house to house. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encl. 
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February 2, 1983 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fif t h Avenue 
New York, N.Y . 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler : 

Thank you . very much for accepting Gerard Daniel's 
invitation and agreeing to be a member of our 
Commission to develop a statement on the World 
Union for Progressive Judaism, in relation to 
the state of Israel and Jewish existence in the 
Diaspora. 

We are eagerly looking forward to receiving your 
reflections so that they may assist the Sub-Com
mittee in developing a proposal for presentation 
at the WUPJ International Conference in June. 

It will be most helpful if your statement would 
reach me at the Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati, 
OH 45220, within the next two weeks. 

Sincer~ly, 

~a. ~ 
Michael A. Meye./] 
Chairman of the Commission 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel • 02-234-748 



P.abbi Ale.~ N. Schindler 

Cm-ard Dani.el, President, WUPJ 

Prof.. ~.ichaet M,r;er; :Rabbi Banjamin Kamin 

BLUE RIB.BON <X!,1,1ISSION 

January 24, 1983 

Please pardon the delay response to your invitation to serve on the 
Blue Ribbon Ccrrm:ission of th l!UPJ. I -rl.11 be happy to be a part of 
this· study process and to aid in the developnYmt of a position paper. 
I will try to get it to ?4ichael by February 15, 1 83. 

But, I nu.st caution you that it may not be possible for rm to attend 
the Israel Conference of the J this Jme/July and if this presents 
any problem please ddu\t sit.ate to udvi "e me . If I can get to the 
ncetinz I will rut I can't make a definite camµ.tment at this time. 
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URGENT 

January 12 , 1983 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
President 
UAHC 
838 Fif t h Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

As of this date, we have yet to hear from you on 
whether you will be wi l l ing to serve on the special 
Blue Ribbon Commission of the Wor ld Uni on r egarding 
Israel and the Diasp ora. 

Gerard Daniel, Pres ident, and Professor Michael 
Meyer, who heads this Commission, are anxious to 
have your participat i on. Please refer to our letter 
of November 29, 198 2 re garding details. We would 
deeply appreciate hearing from you directly as to 
your intention. Please call or write to us. 

Sincerely, 

Benjami n A. Kamin, Rabbi 
North American Di r ec t or 

BAK/lhn 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel• 02-234-748 
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November 29, 1982 

A highly important weekend meeting of the North .American 
Board of the World Union for Progressive Judaism took 
place from October 29 through October 31 in New York. 
On October 31, the North .American Board had a business 
session followed by a meeting of the Governing Body of 
the World Union. 

As a result of various discussions that took place during 
that weekend and an address by our Executive Director, 
Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch, on Israel-Diaspora relations 
following the events in Lebanon, the North .American Board, 
under the Chairmanship of Matthew Ross, adopted a resolution 
reconnnending that I appoint a Blue Ribbon Connnittee of 
Refonn Jewish leaders all over the world "to study events 
and conditions in Israel and the Diaspora and issue position 
papers as soon as possible. 

The connnittee will have the following two mandates: 

1. To explore and try to define the position of Progressive 
Jewish communities in the various countries toward the 
State of Israel in the light of recent events and trends. 

2. To evaluate and report on the conditions of Jewish security 
in their respective lands in the light of intensified anti
Semitic attacks against Jewish institutions. 

I am herewith asking you to serve on this connnittee, and in view 
of the heavy responsibility put upon us by the North .American 
Board's reconnnendation, would look forward to your affinnative 
response. 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel• 02-234-748 
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, Individual members of this corrrrnittee in each given land will be 
expected to foI111Ulate a position paper which should reach the 
Chainnan of the Connnittee, Professor Michael A. Meyer, c/o Hebrew 
Union College, 3101 Clifton Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 45220, not later 
than February 15, 1983. 

Shortly after the papers have been received by the Chairman of the 
Connnittee, a working subcorrrrnittee will foI111Ulate a single text drawing 
upon the various papers submitted. The subcommittee will send a 
collective draft to all members of the full connnittee for their comments 
and suggestions. The Chairman will then call a meeting in the United 
States of the full connnittee to discuss and decide upon the draft 
proposal. After the text has the approval of the majority of the 
connnittee, it will be presented as an important piece of business to 
the 22nd International Conference of the World Union in Jerusalem, 
June 27, 1983, for final discussion and eventual adoption. 

I consider this mandate of the greatest importance because it will force 
us to define our various positions and foI111Ulate a fresh approach to 
Diaspora-Israel and Jewish-Gentile relations. This endeavor to define 
our Jewish thinking on an international basis can easily become one of 
the most important actions undertaken by our Movement. 

Please respond by December 15th indicating whether you will be willing 
to serve on the connnittee and to write a position paper more or less 
according to the enclosed guidelines which the Chairman has prepared. 
You should not be deterred because you may be unable to attend the 
committee meeting in New York in the spring. Please address your response 
to my invitation directly to Professor Meyer at the Hebrew Union College 
in Cincinnati with a copy to me. 

With my best wishes and regards. 

Cordially, 

Gerard Daniel 
President WUPJ 



Guidelines for the Preparation of Position Papers 

Please feel free to write as short or long a paper as you choose and in 
whatever fonn seems most appropriate to you. The working subcommittee will 
welcome input of various kinds. You may write in whatever language you 
feel most comfortable. The following suggestions are for those of you who 
would like more specific guidance. 

You might consider writing a paper of about four to six pages in length, 
typed and double spaced, divided into two parts. 

The first part might deal with the situation of Jewry in your country with 
specific reference to relations with non-Jews. Here it would be appropriate 
to discuss recent antisemitism within the historical framework of Jewish 
existence in the land of your residence. Has the relationship of non-Jew 
to Jew, of government to Jewish conmnmity, changed in recent years or months? 
What should be the specific position of Progressive Judaism in regard to the 
major issues of Jewish status and security where you live? From a liberal 
Jewish point of view, how do you conceive the role of the Jewish conmrunity 
and the Jewish religion in your country? 

The second part might deal with the relationship of Progressive Judaism to 
the State of Israel and its Jewry. You may want to deal with the need both 
for the defense of Israel against hostile and unfair judgments and also for 
concerned moral reflection within Israel and the Diaspora. Specifically, what 
should be the attitude of adherents of Progressive Judaism throughout the 
world to such issues as democracy, religious freedom, and tolerance of minor
ities in the State of Israel? And more generally, what kind of a society 
would we, as Progressive Jews deeply committed to Israel, want to see develop 
within the Land? 

No doubt other questions and issues will occur to you as well within the 
general framework of World Progressive Judaism vis-a-vis non-Jewish society 
and institutions on the one hand and .vis-a-vis our brothers and sisters in 
the State of Israel on the other. 

If you choose to do so, please consult with friends and associates regarding 
your draft. You may also involve others in the actual preparation at your 
discretion in any manner that you wish. Only try to avoid any procedure which 
will prevent its being complete and in the mail by the first week of February. 



;1n·\' 
.:T ·,, i1':> 

.T:"_ ,;:,.r,.:, 
:-ti'J'i~J ':J 

Chairman 
Donald S. Day 

President 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Honorary Chairmen 
Judge Emil N. Baar 
Irvin Fane 
Dr. S.S. Hollender 
Earl Morse 

Immediate Past Chairman 
Matthew H. Ross 

Vice-Chairmen 
Roben L. Adler 
Alan V. lselin 
Joseph Kleiman 

• Norma Levitt 
Alfred N. Miller 
E.M. Rosenthal 
Charles J. Rothschild, Jr. 
Jocelyn Rudner 
Melvin Strassner 
Howard M. Wilkoff 

Honorary Vice-Cha,rmen 
Hyman J. Bylan 
Max L. Koeppel 
Richard M. Stern 

Vice-President 
Alben Vorspan 

Treasurer 
Gilben Tilles 

Associate Treasurer 
L. Kenneth Rosen 

Administrative Secretary 
Theodore K. Broida 

Union of American Hebrew Congregat:on 
PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEW1SH INSTITUTE OF RELIGIO, 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC 

Mr. Gerard Daniel 
Box F 
New Rochelle, New York 10801 

Dear Gerry: 

October 18, 1982 

I have been infonned by Josh Dwork that Rabbi Jacob Shankman 
called requesting a housing loan from the UAHC for Rabbi Ben 
Kamin. While it is true that in the past the UAHC has made 
arrangements for housing loans for World Union staff people, 
this was in the days when the UAHC had some modest cash 
reserves and the World Union had none. 

I have discussed this matter with Alex and we both feel that 
given the World Union 1 s present capital situation and the 
reserves which it has, it would be inappropriate for the 
UAHC to further deplete this modest endo~nnent fund by making 
cash available to Rabbi Kamin. This should be the responsibility 
of the World Union, and, as a matter of fact, Gerry, I have grave 
doubt as to whether I could get such a loan approved by our 
Endowment and Trust Fund Committee, which would have to pass 
on any loan. 

Should the World Union detennine that it will provide the cash 
for the loan, we, the UAHC, would be more than delighted to 
handle the mechanics for you, utilizing the same fonns and 
processes which we have used for UAHC staff people. In other 
words, the money we don't have, but we do have the mechanism 
and we would be glad to be of help. 

Please discuss this with me and let me know how you wish to 
proceed. 

Cordially, 

Theodore K. Broido 
TKB: tb 
cc: /Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
Mr. Joshua Dwork 

P.S. I am writing this letter to you because I understand Jack 
Shankman is hospitalized at this time. 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Albert Vorspan and Rabbi Leonard A. Schoolman 

Rabbi Sen Kamin 

A.ugust 30,. 1982 

Ben Kamin is anxious to beeo e better aquainted about and integrated 

with the Union. It would be well, therefore, if you ,;,ere to invite 

him to OUl." Program Cow.mittee and staff me ting. 

Thank you. 



The United Progressive Jewish Congregation of Johannesburg 

TEMPLE EMANUEL 
TELEPHONE 41-6170 • 

Rabbi Norman T. Mendel, B.A., B.H.L., M.A.H.L. 

e.xande.Jt S c.hlndi.e.Jt 
Pll.R./2~ n,t - Unlon o 6 Ame.JU.c.an 

1b1tew Cong1te.ga..ti.0M 
8 - 5.th Ave.nue. 

ew Yo!tk. 
NEW YORK 10021 
Unl:te.d S,ta,te,6 o 6 Ame.JU.c.a 

Ve.alt Ae.e.x 

( 38 OXFOBD ROAD 

PARKTOWN 

JOHANNESBURG 

I am ple.M e.d -to in 60 Jun lj au b lj way o 6 :tlli le.;t;te.Jt o 6 in-tlto ducu.o n, ,tha,t Vil. 
I.61tae.l be.n Yo-6e.6, P1to6e.-6-601t in .the. Se.milic.-6 Ve.paJUme.n,t a,t .the. Unlve.Mdy 06 
Sou.th A6JU.c.a, will be. v.{.-6.lti.,ng New Yo!tk. du/U.ng .the. man-th 06 Ve.c.e.mbe.Jt. 

Vil. be.n Yo-6e.6 .{.-6 an ou-t-6-tanding -6c.hola1t, who hM -6-ludie.d in I-61tae.l wdh MaJl..Un 
Bube.Jt. I k.now ,tha,t i6 you have. .the. oppoJt,tun,l,ty 06 me.e.ting wdh hlm, you w.lil 
Mnd .the. oc.c.Mion mo-6-t wolt.thwme.. Vil. be.n Yo-6e.6, who addi.tlonai.1.y, -6e.Jtve.-6 
oUJt SpJU.ng-6 Cong1te.ga..ti.on, ou-t-6ide. 06 Johanne.-6bMg, will be. in-te.Jte.-6-te.d in 
le.aJtMng mane. abou,t .the. Re.6oJun Je.w.l-6h Communl,ty. Any M-6.{.-6,tanc.e. alt in601tma..ti.on 
,tha,t you c.an pltovide. him, w.lil be. ve.ltlj muc.h appne.ua-te.d. Whe.n Vil. be.n Yo-6e.6 
all.JU.ve6 in Ne.w Yo!tk., he. wiU undoub,te.dly c.ail yoult o66ic.e. 601t an appointme.n-t. 
I fmow ,tha,t he. will e.njoy -touJU.ng .the. HoMe. 06 Judai-6m 6a&li.tle6. 

Thank,)._ng lJ u 601t .the. M-6.{.-6,tanc.e. and ho-6pdali,ty ,tha,t you w.lU pll.Ovide. oUJt 
c.oUe.ague. Vil. be.n Yo-6e.6, I am, 

NTM/-6W 



The Southern African Union 
for Progressive Judaism 

P.O. Box 18360 
Hillbrow. 2038 
Johannesburg, South Africa 

Dear Friends: 

November. 1980 

The Golden Jubilee of the Progressive Jewi;, movement in Southern Af'rica 
is a very special and meaningful occasion. From afar I express he~rt
felt good wishes and a wann mazal tov to the congregations and congr&~ 
gants of the South African Union for Progressive Judaism. Would ttiat 
I might return to your lovely country in order to personally share An 
this 50th Anniversary. Alas, such a journey is simply not possible•~ 
But know that I rejoice with,you, even as the families of our Unior of 
American Hebrew Congregations rejoice in your simcha. 

Rhea and I carry many beautiful memories of our visit to your shores. 
Our journey was an inspiration; our memories of the visit are precious 
to us. We often think of the many wonderful people we met, the very 
gracious welcome tendered us, and the precious mdments we spent with 
the Jewish corrmunity of Southern Africa. It was a memorable visit ·we 
shall recall always with great wannth and fondness. 

As your corrmunity gathers together in Celebration of its Golden 
Jubilee, we pray that the beautiful promise of this anniversary will 
continue to be fulfilled in the days and )Jears ahead. May you grow 
from strength to greater strength as you enrich and enhance the lives 
of the Jewish men, women and children of your corrmunities. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 
!AFFILIATED WITH THE WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM> 

Tl:L . AODRl:88: "'PROJu ·· JOHANNll■■ UIIC. 

P.O. BOX 18630 
HI LLBROW, 2038 

TEL : 725-2126 

Rabbi A.M . Schindler, 

U.A. H. C. 

838, Fifth Ave, 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Alex , 

SUITE 507 TOWER HILL 
Cor. KOTZE & KLEIN STS. 

HILLBROW 2038 

Oct 14th, 1980 

Thank you for your letter of September 26th, which I received 

to-day. 

I regret that you are unable to prepare an article for our 

publication, and so I will prevail upon you to send us a letter 

of greeting or whatever you see fit to prepare as we would like 

to include something from you, particularly as you visited this 

country such a short while ago, and your name is now known to 

t he Reform Community of this country. 

I look forward to hearing from you at your convenience , and close 

with kindest regards to you and Rhea, from Norman and my self. 

Sincerely, 

A,~ 
HEATHER MENDEL . (Mrs) 

• Public Rel"ati·on·s Of'ficer, S.A.U.P.J. 



Ms . Heather Mendel 
Public Relations Officer 
S,A.U.P.J. 

P.O. Box 18630 
Hi 11 brow, 2038 
Oohannesburg, South Africa 

Dear Heather: 

September 26, 1980 

It was good hearing from you and I appreciate your good wishes 
for the New Year. They are fully reciprocated to you and your 
loved ones. 

My travel and meeting schedule is exceedingly heavy during the 
coming months. Time is simply not available to me to under
take a 3,000 Hord article for the Goldne Jubilee Journal being 
published by the S.A.U.P.J. I hope you can understand my pre
dicament. 

If a letter will suffice, ! will be happy to send one off for 
inclusion in the Journal. If not, !'11 understand . 
. 

~tith every good wish and wannest regards, in which Rhea joins 
me, I am 

S1ncere1y, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 
(AFFILIATED WITH THE WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISMI 

Tll:L . AOD"ll■9 : "'P"OJU .. JOHAN Nll9aU"Ci 

P.O. BOX 18630 
HILLBROW, 2038 

TEL : 725-2126 

Rabbi A.M. Schindler, 

President,U.A.H.C., 

838,Fifth Ave., 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

SUITE 507 TOWER HILL 
KOTZE & KLEIN STS . 
HILLBROW 2038 

It gives me great pleasure to wish you and your family a Shana Tova, on 

behalf of The Southern African Union For Progressive Judaism, and hope 

that the New Year will be filled with health, happiness and fulfillment. 

In Southern Africa, we are preparing to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of 
Reform Judaism , which takes place in 1981. In honour of the occasion, 
we are planning to publish a souvenir journal that we will distribute 
nationally. As Public Relations Officer of our Movement, I am hereby 
requesting you to submit an article for this publication. The article 
should be relevant to Progressive Judaism, on a topic of your choice. 
It should be approximately 3,000 words in length. It should reach me, 
together with a photograph of yourself, and a greeting for publication, 
by January 31st, 1981. 

Please would you kindly confirm your acceptance, and inform me of the 

proposed title of the article by return of mail. 

Norman joins me in sending kind regards to Rhea, 

HEATHER MENDEL. 

Publi~ Relations Officer, S.A.U.P.J. 

P.S. We will also require a copy of your Curriculum Vitae. 
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TESTIMONY AGAINST TERRORISM 

OCTOBER 30, 1980 

Chairman - Gerard Daniel 
President, World Union for Progressive Judaism 

STAR SPANGLED BANNER 

INVOCATION Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman, 
Central Synagogue 

MUSICAL SELECTION Cantor Richard Botton, 
Central Synagogue 

STATEMENTS Dr. Alfred Gottschalk, President 
Hebrew Union College - Jewish 
Institute of Religion 

READING 

REPORT 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser, Exec. Vice-Pres. 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 

Rabbi Michael Williams 
Union Liberale Israelite de France 
Rue Copernic, Paris 

CLOSING REMARKS Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch, Exec. Direc tor 
World Union for Progressive Judaism 

Sponsored by the World Union for Progressive 
Judaism, with the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis and the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations. 



•rhe World Union for Progressive Judaism , founded 
in 1926 , unites more than 1,000 , 000 Jews in 25 
countries worldwide . Through the World Union they 
advance Judaism ' s e nduring values for life in a 
world of convulsive change. 

Reform , Progressive and Liberal Jews in the World 
Union initiate and e xpand concrete projects and 
programs, a mong th e m: 

- In Israel, the Leo Baeck School of Haifa , a 
network of Re form congregations , and educational 
programs for youth and adults 

- In England, the Leo Baeck Seminary of London 
- In Franc e , the Institut d ' Etudes He braique s 

of Paris 
- In Arge ntina, Congregation Emanue l, Buenos Aires 
- In Europe , th e European Development Programme 

Worldwide th e World Union aids in recruiting Jewish 
professionals and provides resource materials to 
foster Jewish communal and spiritual life . 

Rabbi Paul Kushne r, North American Director 
World Union for Progressive Judaism 
838 Fifth Ave nue , New York , N . Y . 10021 

Please send information about the World Union 

Name (Print) --------------

Address ----------------- - ------- -

Ci ty ___________ State _ _______ Zip ___ _ 
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October 24, 1980 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Thank you for agreeing to participate in the Testimony 
Against Terrorism on October 30th at Central Synagogue . 
A detailed program of this event is enclosed. 

We would like you to speak on the contemporary political 
significance of the Paris bombing and the entire question 
of anti-Semitism in France . We regret that, because of 
severe limitations of time, we must call upon you to limit 
your remarks to approximately five minutes. We trust you 
will understand that the entire program is to last no longer 
than one hour. 

We look forward to your joining us on this important 
occasion and thank you for your continued cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

!)/VC C 
/, 
Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
Executive Director 

(signed in their absence) 

bd. 
enc. 

/7 
~ I 

Rabbi Paul Kushner 
North American Director 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel • 02-234-748 
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Comments by Rabbi Schindler 
Testomony against Terrorism Central Synago ue, 

I am glad to add my voice to those offering testimony against Terorism. 

Oct 30, 1980 

I attended services at the Rue Copernique congregations a week after the attack. 
It was a traumatice ecperience ... 

... shatered glass ... under the protection of guns ... 

There is very little doubt in my mind the the pro-PLO policies of the 

French government served to prepare that a mosphere in which such a crime 
was possible 

one cannot Rl!2K11XX legitimize terrorism in one part of the wotld 
without giving it license in another 

one cannot call the assassin of an infant in' Naharia a fit partner 
for peace negotiations 
without at the same time also lending encouragement to rerrorists 
in every part of the world and of whatever stripe. 

There is another lesson which all of us were re-taught 

and that is that the extorionists price knows no limits 

when Britain threw Chzeckolovakia to Hitler and his wolves their 
appetitie was but whetted for more 

and so even now the oil extotionists will not be satisfied by 
feedingthem Israel or the Jews. 

This is what happened in Iran, dmd it not: 
first days of Khomeni's rebellion, Israel misson turned over to PLO 
no one said word - after all it was only Israel whichhad to pay 

Thencame the violation of the US diplomatic santuary 

That's what happened in France 
Bomb aimed at Jews inside the synagogue 
then, quickly, other victims were claimed 

Thus it is and thus it always will be: 
The Jews are the bellweather of c:irixxxxtiB:mc the civilized world 
They are usually the first ldExmx targets 

and if the civilized world allows their slaughter 
they are quickly followed by others 

by other reigions groupings 
by racial groups 
nad other minorities 
and political dissendents 

in other words by anyone who does not fit the mold 
who refuses to march in harmony with the drum beat set by the 

Fuehrer of the band 

This is why this occasion speaks not only to the Jew, but to free men and women everywher 
It is a ma:t:m:xxittx issue of conscience 
It is also a matter of civilization's survival. 
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Vorpc,, sch ... ft de'S offentl,chen Rech ts 

Der Vo'stand 

Fas-.:1_·,str 79, 30 1000 Berilri 12 . Te:efon 881 35 33 
Telex 182933 Jgbln d 

Herrn 
Gerard Daniel 
Prasident der World Union for 
Progressive Judaism 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 100021 

USA 

Sehr geehrter Herr Prasident! 

Berlin, den 1. 0kt. 1•9 80 

Vo.Ga/Sag. 

Ihr Schreiben vom 25 . Septembe r 1980 habe ich erhalten, und es hat 

mich betroffen gemacht~ in welch vorschneller Weise Sie mich . 

kritisieren, weil ich nicht umhin konnte, einem vom Senat von Berlin 

verhangt~n Zuzugsstop fur judische Zuwanderer aus der UdSSR zuzu

stimmen . Ihre Reaktion ist voreilig , weil sie ohne eine genaue 

Kenntnis aller hier in Betracht kommenden Fakten erfolgte und sich 

lediglich auf einen Zeitungsbericht stutzt. 

Uber die Fakten mu6 ich Sie aufklaren. Die Judische Ge meinde zu 

Berlin zahlt gegenwartig rund 6400 Mitglieder . Seit 1973 hat sie 

e twa 2500 Zuwanderer aus der UdSSR aufgenommen . Da die Re gi~trie- -

rungen noch nicht abgeschlossen sind und da die Famili e nzusammen- _ 

fuhrung vom Zuzugsstop nicht beruhrt wird, qaB bis Ende 1980 ungefahr 

3000 zuwanderer aufgenommen sein werden. Fur eine so re l ati v kleine 

Gemeinde ist dies ein enorm hoher Antei l, d emgegenuber sich die 

Aufnahmebereitschaft der ubrigen judischen Gemeinden in der Bundes

r e publ ik Deutschland sich a ls ·sehr geringfugig erwiesen hat . 

- 2 - -



• JODISCHE GEMEINDE ZU BERLIN Blatt 2 

Dies wirft die Frage au£, warum so viele Zuwanderer ausgerechnet 

nach Berlin gekommen sind . Die Antwort ist leicht zu finden. Sie 

kamen, weil ihnen hier in einer einzigartigen Weise geholfen wurde 

und weil es in Berlin eine attraktive JUdische Gemeinde gibt . Ich 
< 

kann flir mich in Anspruch_ nehmen, zugunsten dies er zuwanderer wei t 

mehr getan zu haben als irgendeine andere jlidische Personlichkeit . 

Nich t nur die entsprechenden Dienststellen der Jlidischen Gemeinde 

zu Berlin , sondern ich selbst habe mich fast taglich vieler schwierig 

gelagerter Einzelfalle angenommen und habe erreicht, daB Menschen , 

die illegal eingereist sind, zunachst die Duldung und dann eine 

Aufentha ltsgenehmigung bekamen, daB sie eine Arbeitserlaubnis und 

das Anrecht au£ eine eigene Wohnung erhielten . Ich habe personliche 

Verbindungen spielen lassen, um Menschen aus diesem Kreis zu 

Arbeitsplatzen und zu Wohnungen zu verhelfen. Nur wer selbst in diese 

Eingliederungsbemuhungen eingeschaltet war oder sie aus nachster 

Nahe beobachten konnte, kann beurteilen, wie schwierig all das war . 

DaB es uberhaupt in einem solchen MaBe gelang, ist auch darauf 

zuruckzuflihren , daB der Senat von Berlin eine ganz au6ergewohnliche 

GroBzugigkeit bewies, die ihrerseits zu einem betrachtlichen Teil 

sich aus dem guten Verhaltnis der Judischen Gemeinde zu Berlin zur 

gesamten demokratischen Offentlichkeit der Stadt ergeben hat . Auf die 

sich Uber Jahre und Jahrzehnte erstreckende Entwicklung dieses 

Verhaltnisses habe ich, der ich seit mehr als 31 Jahren Vorsitzender 

der Judischen Gemeinde zu Berlin bin, einen maBgeblichen EinfluB 

genommen . 

In diesen 31 J ahren hat die Jlidische Gemeinde zu Berlin vor manchen 

Eingliederungsaufgaben gestanden und hat sie gelost. Wir hatten 

mit der Reintegration der Schanghai-Fluchtlinge zu tun, wir hatten 

polnische Juden aufzunehmen . Fur sie alle habe ich mich eingesetzt, 

doch fur keine Gruppe habe ich so viel getan, fur niemanden habe ich 

mich so sehr engagiert wie fur die Zuwanderer aus der Sowjetunion . 

- 3 -



JUDISCHE GEMEINDE ZU BERLIN Blatt 3 

In den zuruckliegenden Jahren h abe ich an manchen Beratungen des 

European Counci l of Jewish Community Services teilgenommen , bei 

denen es um die Aufnahme von Zuwanderern ging. Was ich dabei vor 

allem gehort habe, waren Begrundungen dafur, warum diese oder jene 

judische Gemeinschaft Zuwanderer angeblich nicht aufnehmen konne . 

Es hieB, die betreffenden Staaten seien keine Einwanderungslander , 

und anders als wir haben diese Gemeinschaften bei ihren Regierungen 

nichts unternommen , um eine Aufnahme von Zuwanderern zu erreichen . 

Von diesem Mangel an Aufnahmebereitschaft machten auch fur heutige 

europaische Verhaltnisse durchaus nicht kleine judische Gemein

schaften wie etwa die GroBbritanniens keine Ausnahme . 

Ich erinnere daran , wei l ich mich dagegen verwahren muB , daB heute 

an mi r Kritik geubt wird, von einer Seite geubt wird, die an j enem 

Verhalten nichts Beanstandenswertes £and . 

Sie fragen mich in Ihrem Brief , warum ich die Hilfe Ihrer Organi 

sation nicht erbeten habe . Ich wuBte nicht, wie Sie hatten helfen 

sollen , wo es um die Uberwindung objektiver Schwierigkeiten geht . 

Diese Schwierigkeiten l assen sich uberwinden , abe r dazu bedarf es 

einer Atempause , die durch den Zuzugsstop des Senats jetzt eingetreten 

ist. Dies allei n warder Grund fur meine Zustimmung zu diesem 

Zuzugsstop , die ich sehr schweren Herzens und nur meine r Verantwortung 

folgend getan habe . Jetzt geht es darum, daB innerhalb der JUdischen 

Gemeinde zu Berlin ein ProzeB der Annaherung zwischen den Zuwanderern 

und denen , die schon langer hier sind , in Gang kommt . Ist dies 

geschehen , haben die anderen judischen Gemeinden in de r Bundes 

republik Deutschland ihre Aufnahmebereitschaf t fur Zuwanderer unter 

Beweis gestellt und haben die ubrigen Bundeslander die gleiche 

GroBzugigkeit an den Tag gelegt , mit der man in Berlin verfahren 

ist , dann kann uber die Aufhebung des j etz t verhangten Zuzugsstops 

geredet werden . Dies hat mir Berlins Regierender Burgermeister 

Dietrich Stobbe zugesichert . 

- 4 -
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• JODISCHE GEMEINDE ZU BERLIN Blatt 4 

Lassen Sie mich bitte abschlieBend noch einen sehr wichtigen Aspekt 

dieser Problematik zur Sprache bringen: Bei den zuwanderern handelt 

es sich nicht um Fluchtlinge, sondern um Menschen , die mit einem 

Israel-Visum - und nur mit diesem - die Sowjetunion verlassen 

konnten . Der Staat Israel . steht ihnen als das demokratische Land 

offen , in dem sie volle staatsburgerliche Rechte genieBen und samtliche 

Moglichkeiten zur Wahrung judischer Identitat haben. Dies begrundet 
Verpflichtungen dieser Menschen gegenuber dem judischen Staat , 

insbesondere in dessen j etziger bedrangter Situation . Dies sehe ich 

in aller Klarheit , wenngleich ich das demokratische Grundrecht der 

Freizugigkeit ohne Einschrankung bejahe und mir nicht anmaBe , 

daruber zu richten und zu rechten , warum j emand sich in Israel 

nicht eingliedern konnte oder nicht eingliedern wollte . Aufgrund 

dieser meiner Einstellung war ich bereit , den Zuwanderern , die nach 

Berlin kamen , jede mir mogliche Hilfe zu leisten . 

Ich hoffe , daB dieser Brief Sie zu einer objektiveren Beurteilung 

dieser Hilfe und uberhaupt meiner Haltung veranlassen wird und 

verbleibe 

mit dem Ausdruck meiner vorzuglichen Hochachtung 

JVDISCHE GEMEINDE ZU BERLI N 

/ / 

' ; 

., I I 1 / 

(Heinz Galinski ) 

/ 

I , 
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Mr. Gerard Daniel 
President, WUPJ 
Pllly Park Road 
Rye, N.Y. 10580 

Dear Jerry: 

September 30, 1980 

I am glad that you wrote to Galinski as you did and that you 
intend to pursue this matter through the European Section of 
the World Union for Progressive Judaism. 

I was just as disgusted when I saw the notice in the New York 
Times and I admire you for putting pen to paper. 

This is strictly off the record but I have had some encounters 
with Galinski through my work with the Federation of Polish 
Jews as well as through the World Jewish Congress and I find 
him to be an entirely unpalatable character; ugly in fact. He 
impresses me as a ruthless and tyrannical person in his ap
proach to the Jewish community, especially deprecatory of "ost 
Juden 11 and anybody who is poor. In a word, the worst which we 
have come to expect from oligarchical leadership. Of course, 
I don't know him as a whole and he may well have some redeem
ing features but my instinct is mostly negative. 

If there's anyway in which you think I can help please do 
let me know. 

Rhea joins me ins nd1ng warmest regards to you and Ruth. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

\ 
\ 

I 
\ 

\ 
\ 
\ 

\ 
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Office of the President 

September 25, 1980 
ddt-574 

Mr. Heinz Galinski 
Judische Gemeinde zu Berlin 
Fasanenstrasse 79/80 
1000 Berlin 12 
w. Germany 

Dear Mr. Galtnski: 

I enclose the copy of an article that appeared today in the 
New York Times concerning the proposed limitation for Jewish 
immigran~s in west Berlin. 

I cannot claim to be familiar with the intricate problems of 
Russian Jewish immigration into west Germany and especially 
West Berlin, but of course am well aware of the general pro
blems of the diversion of Russian Jews with Israeli visas to 
countries in the west other than Israel. 

It is my first strong reaction that the p'roposed action by the 
west German authorities in,which according to this article, you 
concurred is a grievous step against which 'world Jewish leader-, 
ship should strongly protest. 

This is not the place to enter into the debate as to whether it is 
"ethical" for Russian Jews with Israeli visas to later select 
another country as their haven. I would like to deal simply 
with the fact that a few thousand Jews hav~ found their way into 
west Germany and especially west Berlin and that originally the 
west German authorities, though possibly not officially granting 
them Refugee status were helpful in West Berlin as well as in 
other parts of west Germany. 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel • 02-234-748 



Mr, Heinz Galinski - 2 - September 25, 1980 

Should now in 1980 a man of your statute be quoted (and I hope 

fervently incorrectly) "we have taken more than our share". At 

what time, dear Mr. Galinski, have you or our West Berlin Jewish 

leaders, especially those that are affiliated with the World 

Union for Progressive Judaism approached us and asked for help? 

In fact my quest for information into the fate of Soviet Jewish 

refugees in Germany remained unanswered. My concern had been 

the obligations of liberal International Judaism to provide 

adequate jewish education for those families who have already 

settled. I cannot see the German authorities would have taken 

official steps to halt entry of Soviet Jewish refugees, whether 

they were legal or illegal, unless they felt that the Inter

national Jewish community as represented through the West 

German and West Berlin Jewish leadership was in full agreement 

with them . I.have seen their lenience and flexibility mani 

fested through the last few years with a great number of 

refugees, whether political or not, and only when the security 

of the West Germans was threatened did I see them take action. 

I permit myself this judgment based on the fact that I, a 

German Jew, am frequently traveling to Germany where I own 

a factory. Obviously this letter is a quick reaction to the 

report of the New York Times and more facts will be needed . 

However, I am sending a copy of this letter to Rabbi Hugo Gryn 

with a request to put this matter on the agenda of the European 

Board of the World Union at its meeting in Brussels, October 3nd 

through October 5th. I am very hopeful that you will be attend

ing this European Board Meeting as well and that this problem 

can be aired and if official statements are to be made to either 

correct any misquotes or even for the world Union leadership to 

take a distance from your and the west Berlin Jewish leaderships 

attitude, let this be done at that meeting . 

I am fully aware of the splendid role that you have played in 

guiding the fates of the West Berlin commun~ty for so many 

years , during very difficult times, and I am sorry that my first 

• 
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Mr. Heinz Galinski 3 September 25, 1980 

contact with you as the President of the World Union has to 
take place in the form of this protest. 

I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

Gerard Daniel 
President 

GD/ddt 

CC: Rabbi Hugo Gryn 
Rabbi Richard Hirsch 
Rabbi Alexander Sch~indler 
Rabbi Peter Levinson 

-
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Mil.. <1vtaJul ·van-lei., 
Box ·up, 
New Roclr.e.lte.1 N. Y,. 10801 

Ve.alt Ge.Jt/Uj, 
4 

nn1;7nn nnn•'7 •n'7um ,u•xi1 ro ,01n • 

Septeni.>eit 2 3Jtd, 19 BO 

I have. youir. let.:te.Jt 06 Augl.Lh.t 25.th JtegaJu:Li.ng .the $12,000 toan 6oJt. wkich 
we. a6h.ed, a6 we.U. a6 youJt telegJtam, .in6oJUni.ng mt. .tha.t the Execut.lve de.cUn.e.d 
OUlt M.qUUt. • 

It .U impoJr:tan.t ;tha,t we.)1.ave. a long :ta1k. when 1 am next .in Ne.w Yoltk, .in oltdtvt .to d4~ :thl6 qu.u:Uon .togetheJL. None:the.l.ei,-4, I will bJt.le&llJ an6WVl. IJOUlt que.4.ti.on.6 : • 

The $15.,000 .u;. 2 toa,u, whlch. aJL.e. on .the Woh.ld Union book.6 we.Jte. meant .to 
i , be gJLan.t6 .bl oJrdeJt .to help w wU:h the 6-<,nancing 06 the bu.i.lding 06 ouJt Ce.nteJL. 
' It W46 ~od tJULt r,.eU:heJL would .thVUl be ~.t nolL woatd .the. School 

take. on ~n6ibill;tiJ .to Jr.£.pa.tj th-iA gJt.ant •. Q.ulte. di66eJt.e.nt Wa.6 the $40, ooo . 
f.oa,r. we. IU!-ctived 6Jt.om .the Cha6e M<m1ia.t:ta,t Bank .in olUWt: .to 6,il&anc.e. c.on.6.tlw.etlon 
06 .the. 1,he.U, 06 the Synagogu.e-UblUVtlJ bu.UcU.ng. Had we not taken :th-l6 loan 
a.t & time;· the c.on:l:JuretoJt. would have :taken down .the ·-6ca66olding and it would 
have c.o.6t u& at letu,t thJt.ee ~ tha;t amount .to put up .the 1UJ06 .in the nex:t 
Atage. 0 6 C.On.6.tJi.u.c.tlon. 1.t Wa.6 ci.e.aJL tha,t th,U Wa.6 .to be a. loan to be. Jtepa,ld 

• and ~ ~.t to be. pale! by .the Baec.k Schoo_!. We ha.ve. honOJt.ed :thl6 
comrnltment t:hlwu.gh the 1Jea111, blf pay.ing -ln:t.e.lte.-6t ea.ck month and Jteduci.ng .the 
loan 61Wm $40,0·00 .to the p1r1Ue.n:t $10·,ooo. The $12,000 which. 1 Jtequute.d wa.6 
me.ant to be. a. loan to be Jt.e.paid wlt.hin 6 mon.th.6: Thvr.e.6oJt.e., one. cannot c.ompa.Jte 
:th.i.1l 4equ.ut w..i.:th the ope.ni.JtR..6VtJt.e.d to . . 

With ,r_egaJLC:1 tQ., .the genvr.a.l 6,inanclal plc;tulr.t. 06 the. Schoo!, .U -l6 ,Ulf]OlLtan:t ' 
.that rJou. and .the fxec.u:ti..ve know .that the Leo Ba.eek Schoo! ha6 tot:a.t and open 
aec.ounthig 06 Lu .e.nt,iJ[,e 6,lnanc.u. The. WoJttd Un.lon Jtece..lve.s a p.lrht.te.d budge..:t . 
a,t. .the ope.nhtg 06 ia.c.h a.cademlc. ye.all, a month,f.y A.tate.me.nt 06 conbr.lbutlo"4 
Jte.W.ved botit 1.n New Yoltk. and. diJtec.tl.y, and a. 6ulf.. and a.c.cJr.e.di.b.d annual .audi;t • • 
06 bo.th 06 Lu compan.i.u. Al, an ~ 1 6olWJaJU1 by ~e.palULte o..llrm,U: 

,- J l -l.aAt. ·yeall. 1.6 budget; •• 
. 2 l the. mon:thly ~.ta.temenu 6oJL oUJL • a.c.ademlc. ye,aJt. 1 9 79 / BO , w.l:th the. .. 

e.xc..eptlon 06 Au.gl.Lht 1980, ah we. have not yet Jte.c.elve.d the WoJEld Un..lon'.6 
6ult. /i.t.a:wnent. 6oJt. ;tft...iA men.th.; ~ . 

· The Leo Baeck School 
P.0.8. 6283 • Haifa, Israel 
campus located : Edm-ood Fleg St., French Carmel • tel. .Sl-42 SA \ 

Ari educational \nter of the Wo\ld Union for Pr~'"ive Judaism 
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3) :the ta.t,t audi.:ted yeo.JL 1977 ;n. 1978/79 ha.6 not been a.udU:ed yet, · 
a.6 we aM.. 1,t,Ul ne.go:Ua,ti.n.g wU:h Halm Ahhhe-im :to beg.in h.u wolt.k, 
a.6 oUJc. pJte.v.ioUI.> a.u.dU:.olL di.ed. • 

Ge.n.vc.all..y, OUJc. budgdo.JL(j p,i,ctwte. -ii., a.6 fp.f~: 

. • Two t.h-llui6 06 oUIL annual budge,t -ii., c.ovvc.e.d by GoveJUt.me.n.t .tu,U;.ion payment.6, ~ .. 
~' .6ellv.lc.e. 6eu and Gove.M.meJtt .6ub.6.ldi..u 601L c.vr.ta,i.n p,'t0gltam6. One. :thvu:L 
06 ~Ulc. budget 111L6t be. c.oveJte.d by out&lde. c.on-tlri.bu.:Uon6. Th.l.6 .incl.u.du plLOgJull116 

. 06 Re.60.1tm Jw:La,Um, you:tk £.eadvu,hi..p .tJut,uting, wo!r.k. wU.h. new .urrnigJtan.t.6, wUh 
unc:lvr.plu.vU,e.~e.d, h1:i:vr.6ailh. wo!r.k.., .6 ocla4-~ a.ctlon. 1 n .the. pa.6t .6 e. ve.Jr.a.i .ye.a/J4 ,tlui,t 
1/3 hab amoun.te..~ to $150,000 - 180,000. 

The. above. 6,lnanci.a!. plc.twz.e. dcu not .in.cR.w:J.e. the. Jwu.oJt HJ..gh Sc.hool 
whlc.h -ii., ahno.6t tot.ai.ly .6uppoJc.te.d by the Gove.JtnnJe.nt (wh.lch pay.6 u.ac.hvu,' .6ai.alt,lu) -
and the Mwilclpa,lU.y (whlc.h c.ove.M a.U a.the.IL experuu) . Howe.veil, you. w.lU Jte.o.ll6e 
that we. aJrR. /le..6pott6J..ble 6o✓"r. the. e.xpe.MU 06 a.U plLOgllam6 06 Re.6oJUn Ju.daiL,m 601L 
the .&tu.de.nt.-6 .in -the. .JU¥1io1t Hfgh. Schoof., a6 w~. 

The. Wo1r..ld Un.ion titlr.ou.gh ili annual bu.dge,t ha.6 no 6,lnanclal /le..6pon.6ibili:ty 
601t the fi.nan<;U 06 the Sc.hoof., _exc.e.pt nOll. a poJc.t.ion 06 my .6ai..o.JuJ.. Howe.veil, -the. 
Wolti..d Un.wn .6-<9ne.d a. c.ontlt.a.c.t wil:h .the. Bae.ck Sc.hoof., ct c.opy 06 which 1 ai.60 J..e.nd 
by .&e.pallate a.iJurrl,U, 6Mm wh.i.c.h you. w.Uf. .6e.e. .that the Wo-'li.d Union -<.,6 u.U:.i.mate1.y 
/le..6pon.6ible 6011 the. budget. Th.ii., ILUpolJ-6.i.b-lli..ty wUi. only be. ne.C.Uf..a/Ly i6 the. 
School c.annc.t mahitaln. .i.t.6ei.fm -lt6 own. 1:t; Wa.6 c.leo.Jl.ly widvu,tood when we • 
.6.lgned tha,t c.ontJr.ctc.t .that .the WoJrl.d Un.ion Wa.6 to he.i.p the autho/Li,Uu 06 the. Sc.hoot, 
upeci.a.U.y fu manag.in.g cli.Jtec.toJt, :to Jt.ai6e .the 6u.nd6 ne.C.U.6a/Ly thlwu.gh J...t6 
c.ono.tUW?.n:t.6. We thelle.by bec.ame a cJW.clal 6a.c.to!t ht the. total 6wtd !UU...6.lng plctwLe 
o 6 the Re6oJUn Movement .in ge.n.eJUtt and the. Wo-'li.d Un.ion. .ln pa/l.Uc.uhvt. It -<.,6 .to 
the WoJWi. Union.' .6 .ln.tvte.i:t to gwvr.an.te.e. that the Bae.ck School' .6 a.n.n.ual n.e.e.do aJte. 
me;t .60 a.6 n.o:t :to be. 6ot1.c.e.d .to dl!..aw on. ,i;o., own. ~ouJr..c.u. 

• You a.6k. a.bout the. Jr.e1.a:UoMhJ..p be.tween. .the. Schoof. and :the. Hai.6qhiltho/Li,Uu. 
We have. n.o c.oYI.V!.a.c..t wu.h. .the. H ai.fia. Mc..uu..upaLU:y, a.n.d the.y ha.ve. n.o Jr.U pono.lbw.t.y 
601t oWl. budge.taluj n.e.e.d.6. The. Mc..uu..upaLi..:ty ha.o leaoe.d the. i.an.d upon. wh,lc.h the. 
Sc.hoof. bt.Uldi.ng .6.tand.6, 6oJt 99 ye.a1r1:, .to .the. ]e.JAU,6h Age.n.c.y who o«™ the. bu..U.d.i.ng. 
The. Age.nc.y owM .the. bu.U.cun.g thltough owi .tie.c.ond c.ompa.n.y, the. Le.a Bae.ck Edu..c.a.tlonal 
Ce.ntell, wh,lch wao .od up in 1969 6oJt :that pUILpo.6e.. We. /tu.YI. .the. c.ompa.n.y, .60 :that 
.the. oni.y way the. i.an.d and the. bu.U.cU..n.g c.an. be. taken. 6Jtom U6 -<.,6 J..6 we. a/le. n.o:t. able. 
:to me.d o u.11. 6-lna.n.c..ial Jr..U ponJ.iib-lli.,t,i,u . I .t -<.,6 JS01t :t.hM Jte.a.6 on., too, .tha.:t. .the. Wolti..d 
Union 11KU>t 1.,e.:t .:the. plWpVl. atmMphvc.e. amon.g ili c.oMti.:t.u..en.:t.6 601t U6 .to c.on;t,i.nU£. 
:to be. able :t.o mee..t .thu e. Jr..e/2 poM.lb-lli.,t,i,u • 

In. 4\p,i..te 06 :the. 6a.ct that. :the. Hai.6a M~up~y -<.,6 n.o.t . ~~ 
/le..6poM.ible. 601t ou.11. bu.dge,t we. c.on;t,i.nu.e. .to n.e.gotia.te w,U.h the. .MI..LJIL,tc-<..pali..ttj • 
6oJr. .6u.ppoJc.t 601t vaJu.oUI.> a.c.ti.v..f..tie1.i. Th,u., .{.I.) e1.ipe.cia.U.y :tJc..u.R. 06 oUIL n.ew Le.h!unan 
Co111lTW'lli:y Ce.ntVl. .in. .the. Schoof. wh,lc.h. ha.o be.en. .6u.c.h a JtUou.ncun.g .6u.c.c.U.6. The. • 
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I ✓via.e.l Co1t.poJc.a:ti.on. on Corrmwu:ty CV'vteM, which .i6 :the. e.quivale.n.t oo the. Je.w.u.h 
Wt.toaJt-e. BoaJtd .in .the. Unfted S.tat~~ d0e.0 no.t opeJcate ln H1i75a:, be.CJtlthe.. :the_ 
Mwuci.paUty con.tMlo and man.agu :the Corrrnu.n.Uy Ce.nte./l.6 wh,i,,cJi have bee.,1 de.ve-toped 
hVte.. Thvr..e,6oJLe, we. have . .twme.d .to :the Mw1.i,,ci..paLU.y 0otc. .6Uppol!:t £otc oWl Ce.n.tVi. 
ct6 welt. The. 6,-ur.anc--i.ai pmclple upon. wh,i,ch c.ommun,Uy ce.n;te.;11) bi 1Mw.e.-f. .t..:tand 
g,,.ne.,'l.aU.y_ if.. tha.t :the. a.ctlvJ..:U.v.i .6uppc,-r,;t .them6e.lvv., and t.he i'llan.age.mer.t w1d ::1.,e..1L
hea.d6 a/J.R. pald b !J :the. a.u,thotu.:ti..e.6 . We have, at.\ ke.d the. Mun.,Lupa.,Utt.; .to ac.ee.p.t ;ti.,w 
pM.ndp£.e, will UJ, whVtebtJ :the. Le.o Bae.ck Sdi.ool Company a;,td :the. Mwu.ctpaJ'..,i,,ty 
will. ~fta1r.e. on an e.qua£ ba1},i6 :the. an.nu.a£ de.µ,.clt.. Vr.uung the. pM.t ye.all, wh-lch 
WM the. fr,i.N.it 6u.i.l ye.a.Jr. a 6 apvia;tL:m, oUJz. de-fJ.cl.:t came. to $25,000 --i..n .the. 
c.ommu.n,Uy c.en.:tVt. We. have. no.t yej: 1Lec.ei.ve..d 'any cu,d 6Mm :the Mun,lc,lpa..Wy, e.11e11 
though ,U:. Wa.6 pMID0.5e.d. Thlb -<.-6 one. c.aMe. 06 .the cu.Ulc.u.U. 1)-U'LM<.'.-M 
.6-Ltuat,Wn J...n wlu.cli we. f,ind oUMe.lvu. We. a/Le. .6.till ne.gofut.ln.g wli.h. :the. 
Mwu.c..i.paLU:y ht tiUA rrm.te.Jt. 1t -<.-6 my opuu.on .tha;t .:the. au:t.ho11A,,ti,v., Wl£_ dM.gg-<.Yi.g 
.th.e,uz. hew beCil.U6e. 06 otr;thc,dox pltU.6WLe.. 16 .the. Re6o,fUn Move,me.n,,t WeJte. to e.xeJrl 
co1vut.6pondi.ng p!r.Uf.>Ulte. we. would JLec.ei.ve .the. money qulchi..y -i.n my op.vu.on.. 

On :tilM .ta..6.t ma:U..e1r.: U ~ e.em6 to me. Cll.U.tUal .tc po-ln;t otlt .that .i:t ,(,6 
:thJwugh :the c.on:mun.Uy c.e.n.t.Vt .tha;t ·we.~ the Re.fiMm Moveme.n.t, have. the. pVtoe.ct au;t.le,.t 
to .6how to 1-01t.a..e.R. what owr.. mcu.11 Mlig.loUt> c.onc.e.pt -<.-6 - :i'..he. p,'1.aphmc.. ~t "to 
JLeplU.ll. the wo!Lld ,U'1, :the J.ma.ge. of, God". The. .i.n..tVt-pe.Monal f'ida:ti..on.6h..i.p.6 w.lth.ht 
the 6o.mlf.y and w,i;thi..n. ,the. c.orrtrlUYl,[;ty whic.h we. develop :tJvwugh :that c.e.n:t:Vt a,'l.e. 
rrruurr.g .I~~ look .to ollll. appMac.h to 1te.Uglon. a.~ a cUf,6Vtent qua.,U;ty Oh U6e.. 
1 .6 e.e. .that once pe.opi..R. vuv.d ea.ch o:thvt ,U'l. -the. r.ommun.J..;ty and 0e.e.l .6 ec.WLe. one. W,f;th 
:the. o:thvr., then they c.ome. to fu .6ynagogu.e.. Ollll. .6yna.gogu.e. .i6 .th.Vte.fiofLe a n.a:twr..al 
01.itle-t and ,u, bei..ng i.n.te.gJultR.d J...n.to othVt CU>pe.c:t,~ ofi .:thw line., 

Th.ib b)WZ.g.6 me. to :the. quv.ition o-6 Ohe.l Avll.aham, .the be.aut..i.fiu.l c.hape.l wh-lcJi 
we. have.. be.en pJL.i..vile.ged .to c.omple.te.. So 0a1r. the. JLeUgiou.6 .6Vtvic.u and o:th.Vl. 
a.c;tl,viJlv., J...n .the. 1.,ynagogu.e. have. bee.n n,ln.anc.e.d by the. Sc.hoot thJwu.gh the Jr.e.gul.aJt 
1., c.hoot budget. Ao of, the pll.U e.nt fiM c.a.t ye.a11 we ha.ve. plLe.paJr.e.d a .6 pe.cial bttdge.t 
001r. .the. !lyna.gogu.e. welt,. Be.c.a.UJe. 06 oWL di.66,i,c.u.Lt f,,i.nanclai. .6.ltuati.on we. .6hail. 
no.t be. abi..R. to h..ute ne.Lthe.Jt a. pVL6on JLJ?.-6poMible. f,oll. the muft,i.fiaJLlou.6 a.c.:ti..v..Ltlv., 
which pllevail thvte noJt a 111U6ician .to de.ve.lop .the. NU6 adi.. S.taflting J..n .the. 6a.il. 
06 1981 we. 1.,hcu..ld aJVumge. n,lnanc.u .in .6uc.h o. way :tha.t. we. c.an pay f,oJt tho1.,e. :two 
1.,~. Thl6 wlU g·uaJr.an-te.e .that we .6hill be. able .to c.on.:ti..nu.e. to M.A..,6 e. a new 
gene.Jta.lion 06 le.a.deMhip oOJt :the l.6JW.e.U movement. 

·•· 
Ai.JLe.a.dy mo.6:t of, the. JUtbb.i.n.,i,c. .titu.deYLt.6, a. h-lgh p<Ur.c.en.tage. of, the. fiouncli.ng 

membeJr..6 ofi Yahe.l, many- ofi the. youth le.ad.vLo, the. he.ad of, the. c.orrmun.Uy c.e.nt~ 
and mmttf . .te.adte.M both. at the. S c.hool and e.l6 ewh'0'l Me :the ll.U uli. o -6 .the patient 
lea.deJt.5Jzi.p :t.Jt.airwl.g wfu.c.h the. School ~ e.mpha.6-<-ze.d :t.hltou.gh .the ye.a/L6. One. 
a.anno.t pu:t :i p,'ii.ce. on :th-i.-6. Non.e,;the.lu.6, ,i;t dou c.01.,:t money, and we. hhill have • 
.to c.onti.nu.e. to .ICJU.6e ~e. 0und.6 ne.c.eJ.i'->OJty J...n oJr.de.Jr. :to de.ve.lop and dee.pen .tiu.ch 
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l2 < ,:de., 't,& h,<,.y. :tr.,a.-i..YUYJ g. 

The. School, L', fulte{joh..e., a model ooJt many a,c;t,i,vW.e,~ o 6 :the I.61ta.e.l 
Rt{iomn Mover11e.n.t. What we. lVl.£. do,<..,tg now afJ:Vt ha.vh1g c.ompWe.d .:the. o,UL&t 
P,wg1te..&6ive Synagogue. bt.Uf,d,i __ ng -iJ1 V,JW.R_.e., ,Lt, to c..ll.ea;t.e. a med.ex wh.ic.h W,{1t .6Vt.ve. 
a.& a~~ e.xa.mpli.!. oOJt aJ!.J.. c.orm1w-u;ty C.e.Jl...tz.Jt .!.!{)'tagogu('.,6 UJruc.h. I~. be deve~ope.d by owr. :Moveinent: .i.n If.. 1ta.e,e in. .the. -6utL.r..'Le.. 

I 6 .the. Le.a Bae.ck Sdwo-f. oa..<..,t:\ J✓Ln.an.c-i..aify and mu,s.t be. l.11/me.d ove.Jt to 
ano.r)1e,l1 a.utho.'Llt!f be.c.aMe, we. c:ctV1.not fnl?.e;f:. ou,'l.. 6,£.oc.al. ne.-t,ponl.),i,b,i,,,~ ... ~ti..e/2, Lt, w..lil 
be. a 1a-tl:L'te. .tha.t ;tJ,,,: Re.nCJrn Mov<!.m~n;t t4i;U nn.t be. able. :to ove)LC.0,/ie . . {Yi. 1-via.eL 
TfH.. or,po.6.Ue. Ll .t.he r.-a.oe: .U~ m~;t be. a.YI ex,vnr.Jf{?. 06 what the. Re. 0011.m M,)Ve,me.nt c.a.J1 
do to b1.1.,Ud z.,victel. ,7~ bot:J1 t'l t 0'Yla._g.,gu.e mavem~_nt and ,i.Yt. Lt~ b,u .. a.d.01. pVl-¢,'Je.etlve.. 
Evf.'n ,th{'. Corv..uwa-t:lve move.menl ha.'> be.c.tme m,xu1..e tha:l: :th,i.,:- L', .t~- today. 

u l c.c,wu, e. 1 wa.b r.u.6.:t:UJtb ,2.d :lo h~.a.11 l;,.,,(l_'TJ you. ,c.n ou '1. tei..e..phone. c.on vVll> at,lor~ 
a.ml .tlil1..n to ,'1.e..ad -~it yoUJt fc,t.tiz..Jr. u-6 the. ve.,'Uj di.-6 6,i..c.u.,U 1~,i,l-lc:ncl-xt 1.,,i;tIJ.a.ti.on a 6 ;the.. Wo,,, td Un.i..on. I am .t 1me. -that .the. ciiar1.ge. ,i,n pe..'l.wn..ne,l u,,£,,U help ta ai.,le_v,Late. 
.tiu..~ ,o,ltu.a;tlon... 1 am 1.>illi c.on.v..i.n.c.e,d th.at al£ o,6 u.6 mtl6-!. u;oltk ;tofje..:t.he.JL ,ln 011.d.r_tc. tu a..~J.> Ul!.e the £ i,n.a,ic,Lai. he,a,lth a 6 J:he ent-i..1z.e Wo,ritd Un-lvn {Ja.mi✓4J. 1 ple..dge. 
in:1 -~ <-1,f( :to t..h,u, cn.c.f! aga..i.n . 

., £eel ,thaf.: J,_,.:_ 1./2 impo4t.a..11:t a:t thlt r.1,)-in:t: t.lvrt. I c.umrL ;Le, Ne.w Y cll.k :t.o 
thl.!. (cuv'Vi.n-i.ng Be dy i1'1~e/.,.fr1.g on. Oc tcbe,J1.. :?. 0, ut oiul.vt to .ir.e.po,'l.t to .the. me.rrb Vl.6 o i 
,the GoveJrJii1tg B1}dy <-n :the. .6,t,lua:ti..ot.. The . .tr..c> 60112, I /) oJUme..f.y 1t..equ.e..6.t that :the. 
Leo Bo.ecJ:z. Sc.hoof.. b;: pt.Lt on the. a.g e..11 da. en .tJ.1a,t Jay. In addi.tion 1 wau.R..d .f..,i.f?_e. .to 
me1:~-t. r;:.i.,th you pJ1J_o.'T.. to trw.;t d.a.te. a,:.d.. thVte.&o.,'U.!., I p.f.lu1 :ta a.Jl./L,{_,_J\!. in Me.w Yo.trk 
on Jd(.,be.Jt 15. I ,5ha/l. Mr. Pa_:_/1 ;tc a./ura.n.'.1c a 1Wt?.,.tc.ng ,J,5 the New Yo/tk nx!,mbrJi6 
o ~ ouJ1. Lev Bae.ch SdLuo.t. I n-teJr.nrl.tfoH.ai. Boa..rLd ci1 Oc;tobe.lz. 16. 

Tk.1.1.) n<V'L J ha.,Je. aJ1!:iWe.JIJ.~d the. \1{{)r...{,'.)ll..!- i'.)Jifi,:Vi IUt,{.M!.d ln !JOU.It .lct:tett. Whe.n. 
-; c11."0C. ,t,;,i Nc.1,u Yu,'11,. I £.<,'an-t t.J.J put be.60-'T. y111 and ;t/1.e. Goi:e)u1i,ng Budy a p!Wpo.6a.l 
of,. ,{/it. Lee Brte.CJ.: ScJrnvl Ex.I.'~ UX,i_v_, 00/J}Ld en f7.(l!l/ ~Je pfan :to me.e:t OU!t i...mmedi...a.:t..e. 
S,:'..itaYl.t.:,,Cc.:.-C fU'.e cfa an.I 0. 'Tl{J~,t£.f,'. pL1v. flu,~ .:t)~e, 6 [n [.,~ h,<itg On C.0¥16 -VLUC,tton O 1l ouJ1. 
C~n.te.r... and ma!2...u1g ,the, in1.i:U:t.l.lti...o,1. -6,i.r,anci.a..fiy .oel&-,.su.,6M,c-i.e.nt. 

Loofun.g fiO.'tJ)..ta.Jtd :to h.e.a1i1,ng 01r..om you, and to J.ie.eing you. -i..n New Yoiik. 

c.c.: _M.tto • N Mma Le. v-Ut - I n t. B c ((/1..C[ c.c..; 
Judge. Em,<,,t Ba.aJL - Int. Bd. 

[)Rabbi A.te.xande.tl. Sc.lundle..tr. - In.t.Bd. 
Rabb,<, 1Uc.haJtd f/-Vl.6 c.h - I n.✓t. Bd. 
Rabbi Paul KM.hn.VL 
M-i.6.6 Jane. Evan..6 - Int.Bd. 

Mir.. Nath.an.lei He/21., - Int. Bd. 
Rabbi Ste.phe.n Sc.ha.,6Vz. - In:t. Bd. 
MIL. Stu.a.fit Mall.go-Un. - 1 n:t. Bd. 
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To 

Copies 

Subject 
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J111i1'~ 

nr.,,p11r., 
np1,r.>N:J 

I MEMORANDUM I 

Theodore K. Broi do 

Schindler 

I received today a meJOOrandum dated July 20, 1979 to the members of the 
Governing Body of the World Union. I am sure you received one also. 
It contained the consolidated statement of income and expenses for the 
year ended December 31 , 1978. 

My first comment is that it is now thirteen months since that fiscal 
year closed and it seems to me that the various leaders ought to have 
this information faster than that. 

My second corrnnent is that if you read the second paragraph of the 
transmittal letter, it indicates that this is a consolidated statement 
of three other certified reports. 

I have today written the attached letter to Ruth Daniel as the treasurer 
of the World Union requesting copies of the original reports so that 
we can better understand the reality of the World Union's fiscal situation. 

Thirdly, I notice that the World Union has interest income of alJOOst 
$31,000 and that would lead one to believe that some place they have 
capital of roughly $300,000 stashed away, which would lead one further 
to the conclusion that they could pay part or all of our debt. 

I have asked Josh !Mork to try to see if he can get unofficially, or 
bootleg from Loeb & Troper the full statements in case the leadership of the 
World Union does not honor my request to receive them officially. 

Obviously this whole business needs investigation of the JOOst through 
kind. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021 (212) 249-0100 



• 

.~rs ~ Rut nie J 
Polly ?an . aa 
Rye~ tY 10!,j · 

_ r R th: 

J nuarJ ., · ~ 1 ,.. 

I eeive in yesterday 1 s .ail 1 cons Hd t.ed t~temcnt o Loe ? 
Troper s nt to ri1ei.r.bers of the t;ov .rning ody of h World Uni dated 
July 20, 1 7. I notice that this state ,:nt, which t just rec~ivad. 
i for t, y • r en •ing n ce. er l, 1 "'7 n the fore is el ven cl>nths 
la e. It occ r t r~ th t e mroh . a l ~ . e fin c1 a 1 i. for-
l1 t1on f st r than that~ althcu_h It co.sn1ze t~e problems of an 
I~ra li au i ~ etc. 

I., ord r to fu11y understand tha to 
to·· tt rs rvi:1 int licen .. 11 as - t.'1e . I ·1ould 
v.~rJ r.·uch ap .c.iat i e • an a s as 
referre to in th ph uly 20th letter; 
na ie1y the • r ss , th r1d 
r,1io1 for s a s s men r 
Progr: ssiv i r t sta nts an 
• i 11 bcl u rating fi 9 ts as l. 

It rna.y be i11y n ous1n1.: s d1ri, istr-ution b c, round or ju""t innate 
curiosity an. concern u· I _ally fe 1 if 1 arn to -Fune ion roper1y 
irt rw various rol 1n th Uorld .lnion I ~t.ould b in poss sion o 
as much fn ... ormat1on a3 possibl . I trust that you ,1ill be a 1 to ge 

r.-e tnis i on;taticn ne d11y s I wi1 l na chance to stuqy it 
. ore 1 , - _ t in Is el. 

I look for..,,ard to sec:in, you nd t'!. rr-1 on Thursday tfl · , oc , 
fchruarJ 6th. 

:.11th kin s reqards. 

cc : .1r. ,..)rard naniel 
~ab~i Picha-rd r. i'il"S<;,. 
ahbi Ira Youdovin 

Corrii 11y. 

Tn ,· re K. • r. ido 

bee: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 



Mr. Gerard Daniel 
Polly Park Road 
Rye, New York 10580 

Dear Gerry: 

October 9, 1979 

I just had one of my periodic review sessions with the Union's comptroller. 
One of the items which leaped to my attention is the current indebtedness 
of the World Union for Progressive Judaism to the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations. 

I must tell you, Gerry, that I was shocked by the numbers to which this in
debtedness has grown. Would you believe that the WUPJ is currently nearly 
$100,000 in arrears? When Dick moved his office to Israel he promised us 
faithfully that his indebtedness would not move beyond the approximate $30,000 
which then obtained and look where we are nowt 

The inability or unwillingness of the WUPJ to pay its obligations to the UAHC 
raises havoc with our cash flow situation, which, as you can well imagine, is 
already strained beyond belief. Fully 25% of our cash flow pc,oblem is attrih1'11-
able to the arrearage of the WUPJ. And what must we do? We have to go out and 
borrow operational funds from a bank and pay 13½ to 14% interest which hereto
fore has not been charged to the WUPJ. This really is unconscionable. 

We, on our part, faithfully pay everything which we are obligated to pay in be
half of the WUPJ. We go beyrr.-1 this on such matters as paying the charges Dick 
Hirsch incurs on his air travel card, but only a miniscule proportion of that 
is paid back month by month, as the attached schedule will demonstrate. 

My ~~sponsibility for the fiscal well-being of the Union simply does not permit 
me to have this situation deteriorate, newrmind continue. At the very least I 
am going to have to insist that the WUPJ share its portion of our interest in
debtedness; and, of oourse, some way has to be found to retire this debt. 

Let me add that over these years the WUPJ budget has not contracted, it has 
expanded; staff members have been added, programs have been added. The monies 
required for this expansion had to come from somewhere. In other words, the 
World Union's income was indeed increased but the past indebtedness has not been 
honored. 

I hope you forgive this painful cry but I simply have no other choice. 



- I', 

Mr.. Gerard Daniel 
October 9, 1979 
Page -2-

Rhea and I are looking forward to being with you and Ruth on November 11. 
With best wishes and warmest regards, I am 

bee: Hirsch 
Youdovin 
Rothschild 

Sinceretrty, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



• 

WUPJ INDEBTEDNESS TO UAHC 

BALANCE AT: 

6/30/73 124,079. 

6/30/74 35,749. 

6/30/75 46,007. 

6/30/76 51,536. 

6/30/77 46,119. 

6/30/78 70,018. 

6/30/79 98,514. 



October 2, 1979 

Mr. Alan Rose, Exec. Vice President 
Canadian Jewish Congress 
1590 McGregor Avenue 
Montreal H3G 1C5 Quebec 
Canada 

Dear Alan: 

You are so right, Rabbi Aizenberg's visit to Cuba is indeed in 
the category of a true mitzvah. 

I am grateful to you for sharing with me your colTl!1ents on his 
fine report. It is good to have your insights and I thank you 
for your thoughtfulness. 

With best wishes for a year of much joy and fulfillment for you 
and your loved ones, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



... .. . 

CANADIAN JEWISH CONGRESS CONGRES JUIF CANADIEN 

ALAN ROSE 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 
V ICE -PRESIDENT EXECUTIF September 20, 1979 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindl er, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021. 

Dear Alex -

Rabbi Plaut was kind enough t o s hare your letter 
of September 11th relating to Rabbi Aizenberg's 
visit to Cuba. I am sure the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations must draw great satisfaction 
from the visit, which was a real •mitzvah : 

Attached please find a short note which I have 
written on the report. You will recognize that 
there are sections which do not lend themselves 
to publication because of the sensitivity of the 
situation. 

With warm wishes for a year of happiness and 
peace. 

Sincerely, 

Alan Rose 

Encl. 

EDIFICE SAMUEL BRONFMAN HOUSE 1590 MCGREGOR AVENUE MONTREAL H3G 1C5 QUEBEC 931-7531 CABLES EMETCON MONTREAL 
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CJC MEMORANDUM 0 
TO 

FROM 

National Officers 

Alan Rose 

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 

CUBA 

August 6, 1979 

Attached please find a report from Rabbi Isidoro 
Aizenberg of the Conservative Synagogue of Jamaica 
N.Y. who recently visited Cuba on behalf of the Canadian 
Jewish Congress. Please treat the contents of this 
report as strictly confidential. Rabbi and Mrs . 
Aizenberg are Spanish speaking . 

I would like to comment on a nu mber of Rabbi 
Aizenberg's observations. 

l. There has unfortunately been a deterioration in 
the Cuban Jewish community's position in the past years. 
This sad situation in part arises from the 1975 U.N. 
"Zionism is Racism" resolution which is vigorously 
promoted by the Communist party and incited by the 
Soviet Embassy in Havana. 

2. The Encyclopaedia Judaica referred to by Rabbi 
Aizenberg was a gift of CJC delivered through a private 
source . 

3. Last year we sent Jewish calendars (luchot) to 
Cuba, which were seized by the Cuban customs. In 
past years CJC sent luchot which were received by the 
community. We have sent a further supply this year 
with arrangements to ensure that t hey are delivered 
to the community . 

4. We have to be careful about recommendation No. 2 
on Page 14, to ensure that the authorities do not 
crea t e difficulties should a large amount of Jewish 
material be detected if this has not passed through 
customs. I have alerted Rabbi Aizenberg to the delicate 
situ a tion that may arise. We are now pursuing methods 
of de livering additional materials in the same manner 
as the luchot. 

5. Lavy Becker has for some years been making 
repr esentations to the Cub a n Emba ss y in Ottawa and in 
Hav an a to obtain the archives of t he co mm unity, or at 
least arrange for these to be microf il med. The 
Cub a ns have a habit of never denyi ng a req uest, but 
a 11 ow i n g i t t o II fl o a t 11 

• I k n o vi t h ,1 t L a v y w h e n h e 

.. 2 



2 . 

visits Cuba later this year will certainly do 
what he can to expedite the matter. The community 
are against pressing too hard as they do not perceive 
the archives as a major problem. 

6. As to the recommendation for rabbinical visits, I 
will consult with Rabbi Plaut and Moe Seidman, Chairman 
of our Religious Department, to see what can be done. 

NICARAGUA 

I was telephoned by Armand Kaplan, Director 
WJC International Affairs Department, Paris, requesting 
our assistance for the small Jewish community in 
Nicaragua. 

Prior to the Civil War there were approximately 
130 Jews in Managua, some of whom were supporters 
of the former regime and are now presumably in the 
U.S. Concern has been expressed that the new Government 
may take measures against some members of the community 
in the wake of the chaotic situation which exists. 
In addition, there is a strong PLO element within 
the Sandinista movement. 

I have discussed the matter with the Department 
of External Affairs. Canada recently recognized the 
new regime. Our Ambassador in Costa Rica is 
acc re dited to Nicaragua. He will be visiting Managua 
this week to negotiate, amongst other things, the 
renew~l of the Canadian aid program which is 
deperately needed by the new government. Our assistance 
program was phased out during the last years of the 
Sam~za regi~e. 

Without mentioning the Jewish community per se, 
the Ambassador has been instructed to inform the new 
government of Canada's attitude towards aid, namely 
additional economic assistance will be determined with 
respect to human rights. 

**** 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler October 2, 1979 
Rabbis David Saperstein & Ira Youdovin 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Alan Rose of the Canadian Jewish Congress shared with me his note in regard to the Aizenberg report on Cuba. Because of the sensitivity of the situation, please keep Alan's contnents in confidence. 
\ 



r , 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Rabbi Ira Youdovin 

Joshua M. Dwork; Rabbi David Saperstein 

CUBAN JEWISH COMMUNITY 

September ll~ 1979 

Enclosed is a letter from Gunther Plaut 1n regard to Rabbi Isidoro Aizenberg's 
Confidential Report of his visit to Cuba, which is also enclosed herewith . With 
Aizenberg's permission, the report or excerpts which are pertinent should be 
shared with the pass ngers on the Union's Cruise which visited Cuba. They made 
financial contributions which helped send Aizenberg to Cuba for h1s visit and 
they should be apprised of develop nts. I ask that you work with Josh on this 
project so it can be brought to fulfillment. 

I am also sharing the report with David and urge that two of you discuss possible 
follow-up programs. 



----------------- ------ ---------------------------, 

I, 

Septemijer 11, 1979 

Rabbi W. Gunther Plaut, President 
Canadian Jewish Congress 
1950 Bathurst Street 
Toronto, Ontario 
MSP 3K9 Canada 

Dear Gunther: 

Many thanks for sharing with me Rabbi Aizenberg's detailed report 
on his visit with the Cuban Jewish Community. I am grateful for 
your thoughtfulness. 

I am sharing the report with Ira Youdovin and asking him to work 
with Joshua Owork, Director of our Tour Program, 1n an effort to 
apprise our cruise passengers of developments following their 
monetary contribution to be used to aid the Cuban Jewish community 
in seme way. Ira will undoubtedly be in touch with you and/or 
Rabbi Aizenberg to determine the possibility of sharing portions 
of the Report or a precis of it w1th tour participants. At the 
same time. they will express apprec1at1on for the gifts which 
helped make Rabbi Aizenber~'s visit to Cuba possible. 

With repeated thanks and best wishes for the New Year. I am 

Sincerely, 

cc: Rabbi Ira Youdov1n 
Joshua M. Dwork 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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CANADIAN JE)XISH CONGRE~S CONGRES JUIF CANADIEN 

0~~ THEPRESl~1 J 

August 15, 1979 

BUREAU DU PRESIDENT 

You will remember that a year ago, on the Union's Carribean 
Cruise, the boat stopped offin Cuba. (I't was the cruise 
that at the last moment you could not join). 

At the time we met with the Cuban Jewish Connnunity and 
afterwards the cruise participants collected some money which 
they entrusted to Canadian Jewish Congress for whatever 
purposes it might best be spent. Our Connnittee, which is in 
constant contact with the community, decided that our best 
investment would be to arrange for the visit of a Spanish 
speaking rabbi who could spend some time with the spiritually 
starved community. This has at last taken place, and 
Rabbi Aizenberg's Confidential Report is herewith enclosed. 

I term it confidential because you will note, upon reading it, 
that there are a number of sensitive points - such as his 
recommendation on page 14, number 2. 

I believe that in some fashion the cruise members of a year 
ago should perhaps be notified how their money has been spent, 
without violating the sensitivity of the report. Perhaps a 
brief note might be inserted in the next edition of Reform 
Judaism, indicating that the monies contributed at the time were 
spent on sending a rabbi to serve the community for a while, 
and again thank the contributors for making this possible. 

With cordial regards. 

~ abbi w. Gunther Plaut, O.C. 
President 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, 
President, Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York. N.Y. 10021. U.S.A. 

P.S. On another matter: the Commentary on Deuteronomy is now 
ready in manuscript and as s0on as the decks are cleared in • your editorial department they will be able to process it. 
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congregacao israelita paulista 
·1 OJ----' 

L 

BRAZILIAN NATI 'NAL P0LIC.rD HANS GUST. V F 11AN'-J JAGN.8 , SUB

C o:i'.il. NDD OF N .. ZI C NCEI r~A'l1I N Av s IN TR.C::BLINKA AND s )BIB0R ' 

POLAND ~ WAGNK:t 'J/AS LAS1.r PH0T0GHAPlfBD AT .NA I • IEE I NG HELD LAST 

23 A IL IN I TATIAIA , NEJR RIO DE J ANE I B0 , 1110 c·~LEB 1-TE '.:L1lill 89 1rH 

BI RTHDAY 0-1:<' . DOLF HITLER . SIMON \ IESEN'l:HAL IDENTIFIED WAGNEI 

LA<"'T HURSD Y IN VIENNA T:.LE " HULAN BEA T" H.ti: ·,P0NSIBLE }0_ r HE 

l','iA '"'S EXTER?JiI N. TI0N OF 250 , 000 J E' '• S A_m S DI STIC TORTU, ' 01'' CHILDREN . 

WE HAVE MOBILIZED "D0PS " '.rHE B AZILIAN NATI0N'°L SECURITY AN.J I HAVE 

PRESEICED EVIDENCES 1rHA 1r GUS 1 V dAGNER STILL I-fri:SI DB 0 I N S.40 PAULO. 

NAZIS ARE ABUJDANT IN BRAZIL . ACCORDING TO THE LOC~L PHBSS , THE 

G0VEHNivIEWr O~? I SRAEL SBI'TDS TODAY vI0HB PH0T0GBAPHS AND ETNGER- Pr IN1rs . 
D0CtJJBN REGibTEH WAGNER ' S ENTRY TO B ZIL IN APRIL 1 9 50 . HIS 

PAS3P0 T J S TAMPED BY THB BI. ZI LIAN CO. SUL I N BBI UT ON DECEI 1JBER 
9 , 19 49 . I N AN I NTE VIE\ \/I' 'H THE II J O".t&AL DO BB. SIL" I DENIED 

GOVERN JENT INV0LV-J£1ViErfr . 11 :aACIAL .0ISCRih.tINATI 'N I S A DI RECT 1I1FI EAT 
TO 'l'ffE VALUES OJ? THE BRAZILIAN PEOPLE AND 1r1IE G0VEi NIUBNT H s NO 
IN1 1ERiST TO PR0TBCT NAZI v/AR CRI ·iTIN.ALS" ' I SAID . rvror O DE 1rAILS ·:II-IEN 

THEY B:2::C0 vlE AVAILABLE 

S0B"L 

SAO PAULO 

rua aaHlnio carlCM, 653 - tel. 256-7811 - eep 01309 - caixa postal 7342 - telegr. congr.g~clo - sac, paulo 

departamenk> de servi<:0 socio! de sao paulo 
matrfc ula sob n.0 418 - em 7-11-1944 
conselha nocionol de ser~ social: 
reg ist ra conforme processo n.0 79.422 

i~ do i. renda 
'1 . 0 60.766 .060/ 0001 -41 

codostro gerot de contrib. 
n.0 oasn2 

declorado de utilidode pl1blico: 
municipal - conforme n° 114.561/60 em 8-12-1960 
estaduol - conforme lei n.0 6106 de 26-6-1961 
federal - conforme clecreta n.• 65-4 de 8-3-1962 



November 7, 1977 

Mr. Harold s. Rosenbluth, President 
Congreg tion Rodeph halom 
61S North aroad St~ et 
Philad lphia, Pa. 19123 

Oeax- Rarold: 

, 

It wa8 good of you to write and share with mo your r -
action to your visit to the Refor Con9regation in 
Havana. Th situation is one which we re awar of 
but it i difficult to obtain complete information. 
Your letter 1. mot helpful and! thank you. 

I hav not receive any com unication from the x cu
tiv Director of the congregation but that is not v ry 
:surprising for l'. saume CJ tting i!iail to th UAHC might 
be ~ifficult. We did he$r from tho congregation when 
thy were in contact wi~h Meir Laker ~ome time ago 
and ore recently there w s contact through Burton 
Joa ph of the ADL and an active R form Jew . I have 
shared these communication~ with tho World Union for 
Progressive Judaie and with our Southa ot Council as 
well, for Cuba an the situation of its Jowi b Com
munity is of nreat intere9t in Florida whore there is 
a l~r~e Jewish com unity which cam to the u.s . fro~ 
Cub. 

You undoubtedly know that our next UAHC Cruise Co~pl te 
is scehduled to stop in H van. I a eag•r to hav. an 
opportunity to visit th synagogue and meet with the 
J wiah com unity . Hopefully, it will be possible for 
me to rrang so more official meetinga for the bri f 
tie I will be in av na and I am now ee king tom et 
with the Cub n A bassador. It is my hope that the UA'C 

nd the WUPJ can o of a 1st nee to this re n nt co -
munity but w must first arrang for a nus o pproach 
which will permit our provi ing aid. 

With repeated thanks an warmest r garc, I a 

Sincer ly, 

cc: R bbi David li. ice 
Rabbi Ira Youdovin 

l xand r M. Schindler 



RODEPH SHALOM 
ORGANIZED IN 1795 

The Oldest Ashlcenazic Congregation in the Western Hemisphere 

615 North Broad Street • Philadelphia, Pa. 19123 • Telephone: MArket 7-6747 

Rabbi Alexander Shindler 
President 

October 31, 1977 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
8 3 8 Fifth A venue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Recently I visited Havana, and I was very much saddened by a visit to 
our Reform Congregation in that City. The synagogue building is a 
shambles, badly in need of substantial repairs. 

The Executive Director told me he had written to you for help, but 
had received no response. I assured him it was most unlikely the 
letter ever reached you, as you would be most sensitive to the needs 
of his congregation. He mentioned that Rabbi Meyer Lasker, Rabbi 
Emeritus of Temple Judea in Philadelphia had served the congregation 
for five years and he was anxious for him to return. 

He also said there is no anti-Semitism in Havana, but organized 
religion is not encouraged, and religious schools are not permitted. 
When asked how he could educate the young under these circumstances, 
he said he felt this is not a problem, as Judaism can be taught in many 
ways other than in a formal setting. However, he cannot get the young 
people to come to the congregation. After looking at the falling plaster, 
poor lighting and unpainted walls, I can well understand the general 
reluctance to be active. 

Obviously, no one can be dogmatic about conditions on the basis of 
a brief visit. I respectfully suggest that the Union, in cooperation 
with the World Union, take action to ascertain the real facts and take 
steps to help this Jewish community, and especially the Reform 
congregation in Havana, Cuba. 

. Rosenbluth 

HSR/fma 
CC: Rabbi David H. Wice 

RODEPH SHALOM SUBURBAN ~111 
8201 High School Road • Elkins Park, Penna. 19117 • MEirose 5-2500 • CApital 4-1010 llliiol.....w....,• 



Edith J. MIil r 

Rabbi Lewis E. Bogage 

Rabbi Ira Youdovin 

CUBA 

July 6, 1977 

Rabbi Lasker was in contact with us in January, 1976 about the United Hebrew Congregation Temple Beth Israel of Cuba 
and the correspond nee was turned over to the World Union. 
We noted at that time that funds were difficult to come by 
becaus of budgetary stringencies but that the WUPJ would 
pursue the mtt•r• 

We also sent to the WUPJ the correspondence Hr. Stettner 
sent to us via Burton Joseph but I don't know what has 
transpired. Ira Is In Israel and Mildred Hurwitz is out 
of the office due to Illness so I can't get any Informa
tion right now. I'm certain that Ira will bring us up~to
date when he returns from Israel. 

Fondest regards. 
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

2111 ARCHITECTS BLOG ., 117 S . 17TH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA . 19103 (215) 563-8183 

June 30, 1977 

Dear Alex: 

PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL 

Rabbi Lewis E. Bogage 
Reg ional Directo r 

Rabbi Meir Lasker has forwarded this letter from the 
Cuban Jewish community. 

Everybody seems to be getting into the act on Cuba 
and Rabbi Lasker (30 years at Temple Judea, Phila., 
now Emeritus; prior to that served 7 years in 
Havana) has direct contact with the members of the 
Congregation. 

They are in need of some funds and other things. 
As per the letter, Mr. Burton Joseph was to have 
transferred a letter to you from the Jewish 
community of Havana. They do need some assistance 
at this time and perhaps we can become involved 
in helping them with some small fund. I am told 
that a few thousand dollars would go a long way. 
It may be wise for you to be directly in touch 
with Rabbi Meir Lasker, Elkins Park House, 312A, 
Elkins Park, Pa. 19117. 

Please let me know what develops on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Lewis E. Bogage 
Regional Director 

LEB:er 
enc. 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 
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Rab oi Meir Lasker 
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UNITED HEIIREW 
TE'-1PLO BETH ISRAEL 
CENTRO MACABEO DE CUBA 

May 19,1977 

Elkins Park House,Apt. 312 A Elkins Park,Penna, 19117 U. S. A. 

!)ear Rabbi: 

r-- . 

Your lett,er dated March 19th on hand I Don't understand what happened and if I am wrong •n semething please let me know about. 
What I am trying is the survival of our Temple and thanks to yeu my dear Rabbi we are still active but for a short time. 
Did you contact Sarita Jach Ganes? Please let me know about. 
The letter to the Unjon of American Hebrew CGngregation8 was sugested by Mr.Burton Jeseph an4 Y gave it te him in Havana and I sent to )eu a copy sefar I didn't receive any netice from them or frem Mr.Jeseph. Dear Rabbi: Let me knew please by return mail if there are any posibility to receive any help treugh yeu because all the efforts are negative. 
If pessible you shnuld come te Havana once yeu wanted to come trough Mexico years ago se yeu ceula judge my struggles. 

Shaveut. Meanwhile vdsh you and your family a Happy 



R: 1 .ir Lasker 
To >le Judea 
6928 Old York Rofld 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19126 

Dear l'eir: 

Jz.nuaey 8, 197G 

a$~c t 
ion ld 

Iu response to your .ett~r Agard 
Tec:pl h Israel f !n"1, , I t . i 
the-e lla. been co~r s ondence t 
Unio ·o"' Progressive Judaism. You 
Pre ident of the WUPJ, to disffllS 
You 011in o i:he WUPJ oif1ca here 

to cont~ ~·c. 
·:-ell Ira 

Ira t i o obtain "'1 .41 bout s, L.e .J.c,. t vis 
the co1 regation but his e~fortc ces - . Seve= 
UA1 ta ... f mburs l o tr .d o s in ach 
was to no avail. In one ta cc, OTI ur in 
ha hoped to conduct Hieh HOlyo.!t s £01· th:;: 
past year. He indicated that ·:h y mi..,ht 
by the ·act that it ~as e year !\ .u~l P~rty 
cuba and visas were not 111$ is t - :: . rti ·ulax- titr...1. 
He thi~ks it i withi t re~ lity to o~cur~ a v"i for 
a visiting rabbi. 

The WUPJ would very much w nt to nssist the congregation ap:tr·· tu' lly, 
and fina.ncially if that were possible but I must note that during 
these difficult times budget stringencies may preclud. thr.t : no. f 
aid . At any rate , I urge that you pursue this fur• herewith the WUPJ. 

With every good wish, and warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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RA~I EDWARD M . MALINE 
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PRESIDENT 
BERNARD TOLL 

VICE -PRESIDENTS 
NORTON L. BINDER 
DAVID GETZ 
HARVEY PORTNER 
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SECRETARY 
MRS. HAROLD BLATSTEIN 
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'DECEASED 

CONGREGATION 
TEMPLE JUDEA 

6928 OLD YORK ROAD 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19126 

215-224-3040 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

DR. MEIR LASKER , RABBI EMERITUS 
CANTOR NATHAN CORBURN 

January 2, 1976 

A few days ago, the enclosed copy of a 
letter from Havana, Cuba cane to me. Mr. Stettner 
was on the Board of the United Hebrew Congregation
the years I was Rabbi at the Congregation - 1933-41. 
He deliberately decided to remain in Havana, in order 
to preserve the Terrple and what was left of the con
gregation. 

As you see, he is now seeking help in 
order to keep the congregation going and I personally 
hope to seek help from among nw friends. 

However, I feel that the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations should definitely talce an interest 
in this congregation and help it both financially as 
well as spiritually. It is possible to send a Rabbi 
there for the High Holy Days , but it should be a 
Rabbi who understands some Spanish. 

Hoping that you can do something for this 
group of Cuban Jews. 

Sincerely, 

JIJ1x.h -;t~ 
RABBI MEIR LASKER 
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VEDA DO 

UNITED HEBREW CONGREGATION 

TEMPLO BETH ISRAEL 
CENTRO MACABEO DE CUBA 

TELEFONO 32-8423 

LA HABANA, CUBA 

Rnt:~1 • ri..: r Lasker 
f.l. ins PiJ1 l< l'r,us 
£1.l:i.'lD f'"', 
Phil'• !Ll • .i.::: F'l17 

~';;:;rj·: 1;J -11• ,..dnd ':.c. ur • h• tn , nu bec.ausn I knot.i t ;-• a iil1.Ei't- st : ou h a d 

n ..:a,.1r: .~or ,nr E: -, 1 ,l e hy t r vl ng feu :'P-ars ar;p to 1dsit un 'JnAucr::r"if,:l. 1 • 

1.•~1lch 1ou ld '1u v <P- 1u:n 2 qreat rrnl.p for t.hE T;:,;:ule: . 

~L ;. 5. . is !-d.i l.1. "mt to lat,'.! , fo,·tu11a .~ l; . 

.. 

Tn j:-,f::i:,-,in you rr 3cti c al y all rnerrbe r s l1? ft t he .::. ... ,n try and nom= nf ,·,he , 

..:iha.,.,e~J ,my 5.n1 E::', st a~: r,<=11E'r i.-r,rC: t t ,1e T1·• r.J. e .shir,:·· is r8::.: ,. y 

:,iL0 ,,r ,-pH,,1 l.' 1 ;;Ji th tr,e. J:T l igious s~ r \/iCE S f:.Vi:: r y Sd•: u rday anrJ t.t,e 

h o l '!.jd a yu lvit.l. a CiJ E.r fo,: t. a '30 the Cc'"1F-nt•~r·y !JJ ... 0 t;:ik~ LR :_ ·~f' th 

c;rav -s from OUf' •j . r·:t• Sed flH?• r.: rs . 

'J .; .:J n i 1 1,e, r: fo "...G t u-+ L'E tHH: t at 1,nl~'SS '" 

•, 

ri• or • u l' "v t . 

'r 



r-s.bbi David Polish 
1200 Lee Street 
Evanston, Ill . 60202 

Deur avid: 

January 10, 1977 

Thank you for your noi-e of December 20. l, too, am not satisfied 
d th he structure of he Pre :I.den.ts' onference and I am trying 
my damndeet to seek to reorganize it from within. Progreso in 
thio attempt has b en moving entirely too lowly for mys tisfaction 
bi1t I unfortunately, here ~re n.any practical forces which cons train 
me. But :.:lo1 .e pr.ogres ... haa come rh ut an I do a rreciate you 
t:h 11.:::J t u r.0J111 nts. 

To tell you the tru .h, the enti::-e WUPJ, and this s tr!ctly conii
<lentia.l, disple.a.ses m and I r fe .. • now p1·imarily to its iay structur...: 
not to i professio 1 organization. On the latter level, aa ou~ 
recent stteceeR ul convent! 11. in I r el amnly attests, we hav made 
great pro,.,.r s . th Bo<ly • nd the orth American Board 
a.re il. a pre": ty ~orry tfite, Dk ·e p esenc in Israel, which hns 
made our work suf.er on ·his l·y level, has also been a boon on the 
professional end of ou:r work. i have stayed away =rom the WUPJ for 
two reasons, because the UAHC has always been charged with the sin of 
11over-dd,mi11ating" the oi-e-ani~ati.on an.cl because of my heavy involve
ment in the Presidenta' Conferen<;c. But ae soon.as my Conference 
burdens allow me ~o leewayt I will turn in the direction of the WUPJ 
again to shore up its .ctivities or ~t least to do everything within 
my power to do so . We have e:.ctraordinary pott!ntial here but what is 
r equired is an infusion of new blood which must be found H>mehow, 
somewhere . Be that as it may, I regard to your specific request I 
would simply ask that your proposal be placed before the E·ecutive 
Committee's agenda, with you present, so that we can at lease begin 
to address ourselves to this problem. 

With warmest regards from house y.o house, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexandr M. Schindler 



120 □ LEE STREET 
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 

60202 

RABBI DAVID POLISH 

BETH EMET THE FREE SYNAGOGUE 

Rabbi lexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York , New York 10021 

Shalom, Alex , 

December 20 , 1976 
28 Kislev 5737 

Thank you for your response to my statement which Dick Hirsch 
shared with you . Your suggestion that this issue should be 
brought "within the Councils of tµe World Union" is a good one 

d f h . c 17,r,n <' ,,., 1 t h . h . 1 an a ter t e various responses~to my et er w ic was circu at-
ted by Dick, I will see what the best approach ought to be . Any 
suggestions? 

Let me add that I have been following your leadership of the 
Presidents ' Conference with a great deal of admiration. You are 
certainly the ablest chairman which the Conference has had in a 
long, long time . 

Whatever concerns I may have about the structure of the Conference, 
have nothing to do with my very high regard for the positions you 
have taken and the leadership that you are showing . 

Best wishes . 

Shalom, 

RABBI D VID POLISH 
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December 8, 1976~ 

FROM: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

TO: Rabbis Ady Assabi, Bernard Bamberger, 

Joseph Glaser, Alfred Gottschalk, Robert Kahn, 

Leon Kronish, Arthur Lelyveld, Ely Pilchik, 
t:---' 

Robert Samuels, Alexander Schindler, 

Jacob Shankman, Ezra Spicehandler, David Wice, 

Ira Youdovin, Andre Zaoui, Moshe Zemer 

Dear Colleague: 

I have received the enclosed letter from Rabbi David 

Polish which I believe to be of significance. 

I would appreciate your reaction in writing with 

copies to Rabbi Polish. 



RABBI DAVID POLISH - 1200 Lee Street - Ev~nston, Illinois 60202 USA 

Rabbi Richard Hirsch 
World Union for Progressive Judaism 
13 King David Street 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Shalom, Dick, 

November 29, 1976 
7 Kislev 5737 

Upon returning home, I want to congratulate you upon the magnificent Convention 
of the World Union for Progressive Judaism and for the splendid leadership that 
you have supplied it. The great achievement of a Reform Kibbutz in Israel, a long 
awaited dream, should give you enormous satisfaction, coupled with the Honorary Degree which you received. I am very mindful of the symbolism of both you and Saadia Gelb receiving you- Degrees on the same occasion, a drar.iatic example of how far we 
have gotten in the dialogue with Israel and its gifted spirits. 

At the same time, I left Israel with profound concern about the future of our Movement there. I am fully mindful of the great achievements that it has made and which 
are now part of the history of the Progressive Movement. Nevertheless, it would be a mistake to assume that a critical apprach to where we are going is not in order. I 
alluded to it quite briefly in my address to the Progressive Rabbis, and I interpret the enthusiastic response to be largely due to those few remarks. I am not speaking 
now of the programatic progress which we have made and whose record is brilliantly 
clear. I am speaking rather of the directim that we ought to take as an ideology 
with deep philosophical and theological roots. In that context, where do we differ substantively from Orthodoxy? I can understand the increasing tendency toward 
Halachah and the creation of a liturgy which reflects a very close proximity to 
Orthodox worship. I do not quarrel with that, and in fact see the necessity for it. Yet in the process, the differentiation from Orthodoxy becomes increasingly blurred, 
except, of course, the refusal of the Orthodox establishment to recognize us. If I were an Orthodox strategist, I would press for the complete rights of the Reform 
Rabbinate in Israel with the expectation that our Movement would soon become "assimi
lated" into the prevailing religious patterns. This "assimilation" would also serve 
the purpose of creating a growing alienation between our Movement in the West and in Israel. Of course, there would be differences in style, mood, and even in such important areas as the pastoral role of our Rabbis. Hoi-,ever, these are not matters of 

_substance or of principle, and even though ?ur Moveme~t ~oul~ be different~ated ~r?m Traditiqnal Ort~od~xy i~ externat m~tters, profound distinctions could not identified. 

Throughout our intellectual and spiritual history, sharp differences in Jewish life 
did not take place over Halachah but over Aggadah. By this I mean that the most 
radical of philosophers and mystics, while aahering strictly to Halachah, did engage 
in some very radical ideas which revolutionized Jewish life. The Rambam and the 
Cabbalists all put on their tefillin, but their respective "aggadahs" created up
heavals in Jewish life. 

The most recent contribution to Jewish "aggadah" has been our own Movement which pro
jected the dimension of the prophetic approach to religion. Had we begun as a Move-. ment more closely bound to Halachah and at the same time sounding the prophetic note , 
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Rabbi Richard Hirsch - November 29, 1976 - page 2 

we might have won over the major part of Judaism. We are now correcting that mal
adjustment, but in the process appear to be soft-pedalling the prophetic element, 
both in Israel and in the United States. It is this component which truly has dis
tinguished us in a positive way, and out of perhaps the necessity of treading care
fully in Israel, this element seems to be overshadowed by our concern with Halachah. 
It is not a question of either-or, but of both. If we concentrate only on Halachahic 
acceptability, then the Conservatives can do a much better job because they need 
only let us run interference for them, and then they move in with the same kind of 
program. (That is why I prefer to call their Movement "Imitative Judaism" rather 
"Conservative Judaism"). No other time in modern history and no other place have 
been as conducive for our raising moral issues as during this moment in Israel. I · 
only wish that the natural resources of the country were as plentiful as the moral 
issues. Here is where our greatest strength lies and here is where I would urge that 
we begin to examine the possibilities of a Progressive agenda. With those issues, 
we can come to our fellow Jews with questions that reach to the very heart of Jewish 
existence. I do not suggest that we don't perservere in our struggle for equal 
rights, but we must have a multiple track program. 

It is conceivable that there may be an authentic desire to create a religious pattern 
which does not distinguish itself too sharply from prevailing trends along ideological 
lines. This is certainly an option, but if this is the option we wish to take, we 
ought to define it as such. However, if we believe that we want to present an alter
native form of Judaism, we should then be prepared to say so and to develop an i~gy 
fo c~nfom to that objective. 

Let me suggest that the proposal that I made for a Reform Ideology of Zionism is 
really part of a larger need. I should like to propose that a gtoup of people be 
assembled to look into this matter which ultimately will determine whether we become 
a movement with a moral and social objective or remain a pragmatic movement alone 

I should welcome your response to what I have to say and you are also at liberty 
to share my thoughts with any of your associates. These are a few ideas which I 
felt impelled to direct initially to you, and which eventually I may want to expand 
into a larger essay. 

Best wishes. 

Shalom, 

RABBI DAVID POLISH 

, 
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13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel 

Office of Executive Director 

nn,pnn n,,i1,, ,n,i.Yi1 ,,1,.Ki1 
WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

Tel. 234-748, 232-444 . ',1., 

o 111 1,on ·n, 
0'?!117' 

25th July, 1976. 

To: Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

From: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

cc.: Mr. Joshua Dwork, Rabbi David L. Wice, Mr. Robert L. Adler, 
Rabbi Jacob Shankman, Mr. Earl Morse, Rabbi Ira Youdovin. 

Dear Alex, 

I am hereby instructing our New York office to transfer to you a cheque in 
the amount of $25,000 to reduce the obligation of the World Union to the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 

This is in accord with our previous understanding, as per my letter of 23rd 
May, 1976, and represents a fulfilment of the commitment made concerning 
this year. 

In accord with our conversation, I hope that the UAHC will seriously consider 
upgrading its contribution to the World Union for the next budgetary year 
beginning July, 1977. 

Warmest personal regards, 

Bivracha, 
ol§.<-~ tJ,, 

Rabbi Ri~~ G. Hirsch 



March 25, 1976 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Richard G. Hit sc and Rabbi Stephen A. Schafer 

Joshua M. Dwork; Rabbi Ira Youdovin 

Until such time as w can discuss the disposition of funds raised i:(>r 
the UAHC Reform. Kibbutz , I want all monies raised to be held in a 
separate and special fund for the Kibbutz Project . We tuust d~tenrd.ne 
gui elin ~ for the fut,Jr so I b ... U.cv... ..cp rate fund at thi tim~ 
would be bes- . 



For your consideration 

Problem in re fund raising for Reform Kibbutz --

Steve notes ongoing problem between WUPJ and Youth Division is not 
changed .... He is set to go into f/r for Kibbutz but keeps getting 
suggestions from Ira in re joint effort ---

Notes also that with the money due Youth from Dick's office and to 
Union -- there is still money raised for Keren Kibbutz by RGH which 
is sitting in Israel --- Dick got $15,000 from Raclanan via Freidman 
and Allan Levine got $10,000. in bonds --- all sitting in Israel 

Steve hasn't had report on funds vi.nee June 75 and notes the WUPJ 
Treasurer in Israel, Schnell, passed away a few weeks ago 

What he wants from you is: 

A directive to hold the monies raised for the Kibbutz by Youth 

in a special UAHC Reform Kibbutz Fund until a disposition is 

agreed upon. 

eager to have it quickly as Israel Conmdssion meeting 3/21-34 ................ . 



RABBJ ALEXAKDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN H EBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK , N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Mr. Gilbert Tilles 
7600 Jericho Turnpike 
Woodbury, N.Y. 11797 

Dear Gil: 

April 6, 1976 

I met with Dick Hirsch while I was in Israel and he told me that 
he is coming back to the States in May ''with $20,000 from one of 
the bank accounts in Israel" in order to reduce the WUPJ's current 
debt to the Union. While I am not exactly depressed about this 
gesture, it does go to underscore what we have been suspecting 
here all along, namely that WUPJ income has indeed been going up 
and that the funds have been husbanded or actually spent to add 
to progrannning, even while the Union spends monies for the World 
Union. There is only one way out of it all and that is to get a 

clear: complete picture of i~e ~ expenditures for the entire 
complex of the WUPJ, Israel Connnission and UAHC contributions to 
Israel. 

With warmest regards from house to house. 

cc: Joshua M. Dwork 

Sincerely, 

L--__ 

Alexander M. Schindler 

.,✓ i' ~ 
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Temple Israel of New Rochelle 
1000 Pinebrook Boulevard• New Rochelle , NY 10804 • BEverly 5-1800 

Jacob K. Shank man D. D., Rabbi Emeritus 

Mareh 11, 1976 

Rabbi Alex Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New Y0rk, N.Y. _ 10021 

Dear Alex: 

As y0u know, I have been away and only just 
now am beginning to pick up the loose ends of 
the matter and problems that we have begun to 
study. 

I cannot report to you that I have made great 
progress, but I am now digging into the mate
rial and hope that it will not be too long be
fore I am able to convene a connnittee meeting 
and make some recommendations. 

I write this letter, however, to acknowledge 
yours of February 25 and the correspondence 
between Josh !Mork and Dick Hirsch. Namely, 
Dick's memo of 22 February, and Josh's reply 
of March 8. 

I was worried when I saw you last and am 
more concerned now. Please be patient. 
will be hearing from me. 

With kindest regards, 

Cordially, 

even 
You 

K. Shankman 

JKS:rkz 

cc: Rabbis David Wice, Richard Hirsch, and 
Mr. Josh !Mork 
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bee: Mr . Robert L. Adler 
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Dale __ ~ebruary 13, 1976 

Rabbi Rich_a_r_d Hirsch ______ _ 

Copy for information of __ ~_a!;>b~- D~_~i9_ ~ic~ !. _P.~~ --J~_<_::<?b __ Sh_a_nk!lla~, Rabbi Alexander 
Schindler, Miss Jane Evans, Mr. Robert Adler 

Subject ______ _____________ ----- •·•·--- - --- - - - -

Enclosed is a copy of our statement to the WUPJ as of 12/31/75 
totaling $49,504.77. This $49,504.77 is made up mainly of · 
salaries and fringe benefits plus long distance phone calls, 
meetings within the building, postage and other miscellaneous 
items. 

This balance has grown as follows, and frankly, has put a 
tremendous financial burden on the UAHC. Just look at this 
as an interest-free loan and you will see its magnitude. 

Date 

6/30/70 
6/30/71 
6/30/72 
6/30/73 
6/30/74 
6/30/75 

12/31/75 

Balance Due 

$14,740 
18,162 
26,376 
24,079 
35,749 
46,007 
49,505 

Obviously, the UAHC cannot continue with these large cash 
outlays. Please advise what can be done to reduce t~ese 
balances as soon as possible. r1 
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n of R.1ncrican Hebrew Congregations 

• NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 

January 19 6 

WORLD UNIO!-i LY i}HOCG!'~SSl VF JUJUr}: 

N.aASa DaTACH AND ,oa.,,UD WITH YOU& &IIIITTANCI .+.: 

·······~---------------------------------------------
------J·~ 

Balance as of Nov~ir.ber 1976 

S>Jbries 
Per:aion 
·oci~l .:\,ouri tv 
D1~ability- • 

Office Expense 
Biennial - FrinU :i· 

Gr.cup Life Ir:sur:u Ge 

ffospita lizati::>n 

Postage 
Printing 
Telephone 
'!'ravel & l-!eeti?if!3 

Subvt:3nti.on 7/1 ... 12/J.1./5 
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From the desk of • .. 
ROBERT L. ADLER 



.. , 
WORLD UNION FOR PRUG.i-i.t;bb~V L UUJ...Jn..1.. .... ,1;,: .1 

RECEI PTS FOR 1975 

BONDS I NDI VIDUALS CONGREGATior;::; SISTERHOOD SCHOOLS FOUNDATIONS MI SC. ':'O,,,AL 

JANUARY 1,500.00 2,155.00 615.00 1;500.00 0 850.00 1 , 337.50 7,95 7 . 50 

FEBRUARY 0 2,797.00 3,295.00 1,000.00 51.00 3,100.00 53 . 75 _Q,296.75 

MARCH 600.00 1,540.00 • 700. 00 
.. 

500.00 0 0 3,535.86 6 , 875 . 86 

APRIL i,200.00 3,020.00 3,llG.79 800,00 170.00 550.00 396. 50 9,253. 29 

M.l\Y 1,750.00 1,327.02 210.00 4,800.00 190.00 500.00 3. 75 8 , 780. 77 

J UN E 6,000 : 00 1 , 907.68 605.00 3,300.00 1,062.00 500.00 431.96 13,806 . 6~ 

JULY 0 I ' : f; 1 ,303.00 814.00 0 365.00 0 0 2,482.0 0 

AUGUST 0 , ' • ' 756.00 429.00 4,000.00 409.50 0 453. 75 6 , 048.25 

SEPTEMBER e 2,950.00 15.00 200.00 50.00 0 5 , 114. 40 8,329.40 

OCTOBER 6 1,799.00 1, 450.00 2,400.00 0 125.00 200. 00 5,974 . 00 

NOVEMBER 0 4 ,275. 00 10.00 1,100.00 36.00 5,000.00 345 . 75 10, 766. 75 

DECEMBER . 0 29,116.00 3,186.00 2,500.00 
2 ,305.00 94 7 . 64 38,054 . 64 

$11,050.00 $52,945.70 $14,445.79 $22,100.00 $2,333.50 $ 12,930.00 $12 , 820 .86 $1 28 , 6 25. 8 5 

RECEIPTS FOR 1976 

JANUARY 0 

FEBRUARY 

2,245.00 108.00 700.00 0 850.00 125.00 4 ,028 . 00 l 

HARCH 
APRIL 
MAY 
JUNE 
JULY 
AUGUST 

.. 

SEPTEMBER 

OCTOBER 
NOVEMBER 
DECEMBER 
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MIIEMI (Q) ~AMID) lUJMI 
Date_~D_e_c_e_mb_er_2_6~,.___l ..... 9...:.7_4 __ _ 

From Rabbi Ira s. Youdovin -~~-~~~~-=------------------

To Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Copy for information of Rabbi David H. Wice, Mr. Robert L. Adler, Mr. Albert Vorspan, 
(Mrs. David M.) Norma U. Levitt, Rabbi Joshua Haberman, Rabbi Sanford M. 

Shapero, Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch, Rabbi David Saperstein 
Subject_....,,.. _ ______________________________ _ 

Sandy Shapero's correspondence with you concerning feelers from Havana coincides 
with feelers we have been receiving as well as with the general warming trend in 
Cuba-USA non-relations. However, I wonder whether Sandy's cautions about making 
contacts through Miami shouldn't be taken more seriously. 

The problem is not necessarily what the Miami CUban refugee community thinks 
about those who remained, but precisely the opposite. It is essential that con
tact be established with the current Jewish leadership in Havana. 

In October, 1973, Ms. Donna Katzin, a member of the North American Board of the 
World Union, participated in an ecumenical mission to Cuba. There, she made 
excellent contacts with the community's leadership. Ms. Katzin's impressions, 
which were published in The Nation, are attached. 

As Ms. Katzin's article indicates, it is more advantageous for us to work with 
the community's leadership, rather than with the leadership of Temple Beth 
Israel, which is no longer a major force. Indeed, in a letter dated 5 July, 
1959 from Rabbi Frederick Solomon of Temple Beth Israel to Miss Lily H. Montagu, 
Rabbi Solomon remarks that "the leading members of the congregation are 
Americans." Presumably, these individuals have long-since departed. Indeed, 
there is every reason to believe that the Cuban Jews would find it impossible 
to affiliate with a Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 

There is a crying need for our presence in Cuba. Jewish education is in sad 
shape owing to the people's isolation from the world-wide Jewish community. 
The revolution has done much to bring Cuba into the modern world; there is a 
profound need for a contemporary, liberal Jewish voice speaking to the Jewish 
community. 

I suggest that, for the moment, we exploit Ms. Katzin's contact, using the 
good will and trust her visit engendered. A letter is being prepared for trans
mission in Spanish to Sr. Moises Baldas, founder and president of the Patronato, 
the Coordinating Commission of the Jewish Congregations of Cuba. In it, we will 
solicit his reaction to various proposals for contact. Based on his reply, we 
can formulate a second step. In view of this, a "Miami Connection" may be 
counter-productive. 



JEWS OF 
come professionals. At the nme time, boweter," a gr01 number of poor and pplitically progresan 11WS orpn 

Little as we know ·about Cuba today, we know ·-even ·}cs; ·:·· a separate Asociaci6n H brea de Arte J Qilmn. ~ 
about its 1ews. The· break in diplomatic relations and ·the ·.. theatrical and cultural a~ociatbn was dosed down by 
economic blockade nave lowered a .curtain· of. ·shadows, Cuban dictator Machado. w;,e Jctrisl, ft:A 

DONNA KATZDf 

coace~ing from .as post-revolutionary :Cuba ~ •its people. against his regime: .. T.!.is rr.v-. ;: :ed::ced or 
The ·wmlt:ng lack of information makes us_. vulnerable to . ations.primariiy to midcie<l.a.s1 culmra1. nw,:,.,:rdal 

• .che .myths encouraged by out government and the cxil~ ' . professional associations, and to a munba: Gt~ 
communtty, which have attempted to isola~ and under~ ·. 'r and student groups of second--gcncm6ao _.,... fsluc 
mine Socialist Cuba since the 1960s. ln this 'contcxt several •. the-.Circulo de. Estudiantea Htbreos de Cdba. "J1le,e bi 
major ~nceptiotis have' atisen about fhe 'J~i.If that. ·: _.:.: economic groups were not altered by tht foal:d, wave 
country! •.•• • • _.-~ -· • ~:-:,,,._ • _:,,, •• · ·- .. '· ·-: - •• Jews_.who came to Cuba as refugees from ' W] 

11 The only Jews left in Cuba ar~ the old and the immo- •• -many .immigrants later continued on to the Sta 
-bile who could not -get · out at the time :of the. revolution. • • • or returned to their countries . of oriA ~ who 

~ Religious expression is ·banned in Cuba; thus the Jews mained became prominent in ~ ~ a 
are prevented from worshipping openly. • •. _ • • professional circles. CJ Since Cuba receives aid from the USSR ·and bas· sided -with the Arab · nations. it is guilty (by .-association). of Thus the Cuban Jewish commaciJy iee nme 
being anti-Semitic.' : . ·:.· ., ·, •• -. ·'. ... • the revolution contained poor Jews z::d ~ cl 

When I visited Cuba during the fall of 1973 and studied . men~ sympathetic to Castro, as well ti ~ ai 
its Jew~h community,_ I could, ._confi~ none>3o~!_~~e .. -~ - .~.1.1si.nessmen -who . felt ··-their ia~dem-~ by 

. ~~~~l}}?.!~P~, ... . •· --·-·· · ·· ----- ------- - • -~: -:- ·: -'. .• • • •. -:r ··' · · • Socialist system. In an intervie<..v l2sl -~ .. )ta:o 
Who are the Jews of °:Iba-where -did they come from, . Matterin, librarian of Havana·s Jz..~ ~ (!l 

who left and who remamed after the revolutjon when . Patronato) and leading Jewi!b bis--..orim rJ. C • tcd2 
Castro's government came to power? Individual Jewish . . was asked what happened to fM Je2~:1 ~ af!1 
families began coming to the island before the tum of -the Cuban Revolution. He rep'Jr.c; 
this century, but there was little in the way of an organized Jewish community until 1900. During the .SpanishAmerican War (1898), the first major _group of Jewish immigrants came to Cuba from the United States to.-45.ght the Spanish. These "Americanos" were soon joined by Jewish Rough Riders from the troops of Theodore Roosevelt. They began to build a Cuban Jewish community, which celebrated its holidays and, in 1904, established the United Hebrew Congregation (Centro Macabeo de Cuba) . During the early 1900s came the "Turcos"SeiJhardic Jews from Turkey, the Balkan countries and Mexico {fleeing the revolution against Porfirio Diaz). Unlike their American co-religionists {with whom they bad liaJe contact), -many of these Jews were very poor when . . ,hey arrived and became peddlers and street vendors in t,l-ie oldest section of Havana. In 1914 they established the first · Sephardic congregation in • Cuba, the Union Hebrea Shevet Achim. 
After World War ·1 Cuba received Jews fleeing from E2stem Europe {"Polacos"). Many of them had hoped to join relatives -in the United States, but the ·restrictive immigration laws of 1924 obliged-them to remain in Cuba. Bv this time several economic and political trends emergin'£ within the Cuban Jewish community began to manifr;t themselves in social and cultural organizations. During · the 1920s the Centro Israelita de Cuba reflected the in:reasing numbers and interests of the small businessmen 2r:d of some second-generation Sephardim who had be-

Donna Katzin has been working for· the past · five years in S ew York's Hispanic communities, and at the same time An,no research on U.S.-Latin American relations. • She re-

b. .. 

·ned from a study trip to Cuba, organized by the 1-rce Center. 

' I r ' •. ,, 

Actually, nothing happened ra U4 ~ ~- • Except that simply with the 50Ci • ci2tt~ ~ ~ ~ here, since the gre_at majority cf :::--- J~ ~ ~.l!:>~ men and industrialists, th-""Y ll!t"---n:.~ tt.:u.: :fut,• -~ no future" under a Socialist r.:z;;::::_: ~ ' • :tu?: s:-;1i:r:..7. .But it was not for racial or re~_?.:..-l ::,,.;;.:-.. ~ roa: ~ . was no discrimination here. l t -...... 1 or:.-"l· ::~ ..-rn:t ~ • themselves affected econo~!.!.: 2::::: •" ..:.._ ~ ~fR';; _.r.,. -try-the great majority of l!'!:!: :::·r--··::w_ ~ . . _ 
When the questioner pressed ~future"-,-Matterin clarified: 

• •. No, they thought they ha ~ --~ .. .in m- ~,_. .nomic sense. Because they co-..:...::. ~?: t::),2.::X<·t!- rtn= 'f.l:.c.,. nesses here where the social or~ ;u ::_ ~ ~-. . thing is state-owned. And they ... ~ ~ !hu.-111~.a.: .... • understand? 

"And did the Jews with .busi:!es~ '>-::.. ~ ~ economically after the revobti!;:·~-
Really the commercial «DC t.!r~'!>~~ 4).tleStnw ~ has been a general t:iing. T::~ .:.~ .fflltl ~~ Americans felt themselves j:..::: ~ ..:~ m. <.tht. .~ Jews. But it was due to the:: ~ - - : •1:I:r- ii:tu~-·what they have "suffered" is « n: ..... :.~e ~le: ~~ . the state evaluated the wort:1 c: 1:2 :IX:~"1!iS .iiru: "O •r nesses and compensated the i~ ~ ~ ;t~,i: ,..._ dustries and businesses. T h,;,se ·,;,·.:i:, ~ '\P ,w .,.:- !: . state concerns were offered we_ -;iai:::: ~ :1~ ,~o ::lm: wv: they desired. Today there 2·e !;'....: _;;~~ 'l':n9 ;i.ir.i,~ · owned businesses and i. ~:.:.::-.:.~ ~5:r-,., 2Te wu-r:-,m: :: .these state concerns, jus~ .. ~ t~ ~ ~ ~,· -~• · group of young Jewi5h pror~si.;~•!>. ~ ~. ,wm· .n-: worki1;1g_ in state org3.niz:i.uc~~ .. _ . -. . These state employees are z=;:.e.;; !D:: ~· j]~ .c 
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Cuba who are neither old nor incapacitated. Accordlng to 
statistics gathered by the Havana Jewish community lead
ers, out of the 10,000 to 12,000 Jews who were on the. 
island during the 19 50s, approximately 1,800 have re-

Se~tism .and to the blvorablc relations betweea tbc J-.. flh community an4 the Cuban GOVCffl;DlenL One ,... 
•• Jewish mother volunteered: 

• mained after the revolution. Of .the 1,611 for whom they 
have specific data, 402 are more. than 65. Three hundred 
ar'! children under the age of 14, and 221 are adolescents 
::.,d _vo•.mg adults between the ages of 14 and 27. The~e . 
::.:-t: 365 Jl!ws between the ages of 28 and 45, and 334 in • 
tbe 45-to-65 group. Little information is avail_able abo~t the estimated. 200 additional Jews in the country. . . : •• 

Jewish youth is much in evidence on certain· ~ons: . , such as the Simchat Torah celebration ( of the reading of 
the law given to Moses). which I attended, at -the largest .of 
Havana's six functioning synagogues. In· addition to the 
thirty-five-member youth group choir, which performed 
traditional parts of the service, the younger children also 
sang Hebrew songs before the several hundred adults in ·the congregation. This group of children had been taught 
by their Hebrew teacher at the Albert Einstein School in Havana. 

The Simchat Torah service is but one of the holidays 
freely celebrated by the Cuban Jewish community. All the synagogues (six are in Havana, one in Santiago de Cuba) 
ce1ebrate Sabbath services on Friday nights and Saturday 
mornings. The major annual holidays are also observed 
by most of the congregations, although some "specialize" 
in particular celebrations. For ex.ample, the Shevet Achim 

Well, we do . b;ve' problems .. ' . such • me lack flf 
people, but no problems from the govemmear. Oza. a ~ contrary. They help us ·as much as they can.. ... n..,· 

.fs no anti-Semitism~ R~ally. the way ·l fed abour.. it. ·,.. .. ~.~~·-•· would not be socia!lsm, -.yould ft? . , . 
When :asied abo~; ·••cha~ges~;_ itt the· life of die C-
Jewish ~mm'unity ·:;:s~nce -~~ "'. revo!9tio,; . Matta:fa ~ plained• •. -., ... , ,;..£r~)~ .t_-r:-_4 ~r: 1 ... ,.t1 -.11 ~ 

' • ;, ;. • • - • ....... , • '\ ;.;.~· • ~-~"f':!' .•?I . .: ~. • , 
· The_clianges-we~can 1dentify which have sua ,._ • here in. general .are really favorable. My friea4 _..... 

can a_lso testify .to .th~,,since he and· I are iD dsarJt ffl 
the various .relations with the state to resqlff-~ ~ 
about Jewish o,rganizations and the commUDilJ iD ... 
era!. Thus we can say ~ . . that in spite of dJt ucmra
dousty reduced number , of Jews who ~ n tn •· rl here in · Cuba-in Jhe same 1)TOportion there sriD csilll the same orgari~tions, societies and syn.a~ whida existed prior ·to the .revolution. Except. of c:ounc,, 6-
in certain towns in· the interior; .. in the- prorisx:a,. O.. 
are .no moie Jey,,s..and so :tbetr groups· ~ceacd••...exist. • But here in Havana, all the ·same orpsrin:::5ou . which existed before the revolution are:.ative today.~ 
carry on their activities fully, without obsuda ot -, 
~~ . 

Mati:erin continued: 
Here the state has ·.a special office, under the 6Cff¥1!' 

of Dr. [Jose Felipe] _Carneado, which is ia ~ « resolving the religious problems of the ditfetrm ~ 

( the country's oldest Sephardic synagogue) constructs for 
Sukkoth an elaborate traditional harvest hut within the 
temple building. Throughout the year, kosher meals are 
served in two restaurants in tbe capital, and kosher food 
can be obtained according to the standard food allotment. 
Ri~ucl slaughter is still performed by rwo young men who 
were trained by the former Jewish butcher before he . emigrated to _Israel last year. 

.. . 
• When asked about the government's attitude tmr.Ullf 

The Cuban Government not only permits but actually 
fa.::ilitates such traditional Jewish observance. On major 
holidays (Passover and the New Year) , for example, it 
provides additional food that the Jewish community needs 
to prepare the ritual meals. The government also provides 
two · school busses to transport children from all over 
Havana to the Hebrew class at the Albert Einstein School. 
\Vnile th - formerly Jewish school is now public, like all 
schools in Cuba, and there are no longer enough Jewish • 
youngsters to fill its classrooms, approximately forty chil
dren do attend the daily Hebrew classes from 3 to 4:30 · • . 
P .M. In addition to the food allocations and the school 
busses, the government also sees to the maintenance of •· 
t~e two Jewish cemeteries and pays the salary of the same 
c~et::tker whom the community empioyed before the 
,c-,·olution. 

A number of Jews in Cuba testified to the lack of anti-

~:OMl-::i'G .,.f.E:XT -'Ji .:::.:::x 
J. EDGAR'S LEGACY 

How the Feder.:.l Bureau of Investig;).tion was made 
into tb~ !\-iinistry of lntemai Security. 

FRA.:."'-X :J. DO:?fl'>fE:l 

T:-iE N>..TION/lvJGy 25, 1974 

Jewish community he described it as 
a good and correct attitude. • And you ba-...e tiee:a 6ie 
preferential treatment they give us at the ~ of ~ 
major Jewish ·holidays. They grant us all a reg,••• they are able to. · 

When interviewed in his office,. Dr. CanxadiO ;ire::ric«I 
that the state had attempted to maintain oJCd ,r!!at'im~ 
with all of the country's religious communitieL ~==' about this policy in. terms of Marxism-lrnims::i\. :ie ~ 
that the revolutionary government had altra)'S ~ ~ 

. ligious freedom. -Any .other approach~ be e:;r ,biirntf 
would be inappropriate for the Cuban ~ ~ 
was building a new society for and . with a ~ ~ 
include a high percentage .of religious beliewn.. :ii.at~ 
that the state had a particular respect for the J~ a:rm
munity because of its participation in s~ d ~ justice." Dr. Cameado went on to de.scrill,e ~ ~,. 
"exquisite respect for the Jewish practices ar.: f""m:-,. ~ 
as a question of principle than a tactic, sinrr ~ kh ai. 

• great interest in common with the Jewish a,,: • '"~-

In the light of the Cuban Gove~~ ~ 
thetic attitude toward the Jewish co~. :1 s iiro
portant to underline the difference between -6: :r::;rt1.i:mfo: reorganization under socialism . and "anti-Su ~ -lfO"!I ... It ~ 
clear that the Jews who left were moti~ ~ ~ 
economic conce~, and were not fleeing ~ ~ 
cution. f urtherinore, those who remained ~ !m ~ 
experienced the same _general economic OD:"'ii!ifi:al5 a ·other citizens. while continuing their reli~ ~ afmmf! 

1 
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activities. This religious freedom may be difficu!t fu- : ~ 

U.S. citizens to understand. Since there is such an ,:c . 

campaign in this country against .Soviet emigration pr_:· 

ticc:s, it is all too easy to assume that Cuba, which rec::ivc:, 

much aid from the USSR, must follow parallel poli ..:1e,,. 

But the Cuban Jewish community itself testifies th3.t the: 

island'3 Socialist economic and political reoqanizatior. 

,~:~::~:- J;.:CC\.!ra:;-:s r~li:;ious observance no,. ,n l.:::~'.;:s '1 ::.: -

:!rr.ins:n. 

The qut:stion of political anti-Semitism was aiso raisec.i 

here when Cuba broke diplomatic relations with Israel 

last Septe!D,ber and sided with the Arab states. It is true 

that the Cuban Government strongly favors the Arab 

nations and has condemned Israel. As a result the Cuban 

Jews, . like Jews all over the world, are uncertain about 

the future in the Middle East. But the Cuban Govern

ment's position has not affected policies toward its own 

Jewish community. Its spokesmen careful1y distinguish 

between Judaism and Zionism. During the Yorn Kippur 

war, for example, the offici"al publication, Granma, car

ried an article which analyzed the historj and bdiefs 

of Zionism. The piece begins, ·"Zionism is the ofrici:il 

ideology_ 9f ..tt~ ___ sta_t~-- of .br.~el, . . Wi~o~t . ~n_y. ti~~ .W . the 
Jewish reljgion." It continues, quoting Lenin: 

Among the Jews there are ·laborers, workers, ar.d 

they are the majority of the people. T r.~y ::i re our 

brothers and suffer oppression of capital; t:;ey are our 

comrades in the struggle for socialism ... . 

The economic argument denounces Zionism as a tool of 

the upper-class and bourgeois interests, bl!, says nothing 

negative about the Jewish religion or the Jewish people 

• (Granma. O.::tober 22, 1973). Not one of ,.,e Je·,vs I in

terviewed in Cuba felt that the official pos:~ ·:J on Israel 

would in · any way jeopardize the ~ isl_2d·s Jewish 

community. 

It would be egocentric, however, : ) ~:;::;r;1r.e the 

Cuban Jew5 only from the standpoint o: cur questions 

and misconceptions. One dynamic and unan!i:::ipatcd de

velopmi!nt is that the community has de:-:~ more than 

simply ma:ntain itself and its activities sin:e 1959. It has 

also reorganized and adapted creatively :.:; ;:;2.rt of the 

surrounding Socialist society. In the proce=,5. i~ h:is drav,n 

to2ether to meet its members' collec tive r ·::s ·1~ j ;:;,,·s, 

minimizing the national and religious d:a,e~eo•::es w:1icr. 

had once divided them. The increasing cohtsion is p::irtic

ul::irly evident in the Coordinating Comr:1issio:1 of the 

Jewish Comrre!:! :Hions of Cuba. The fou nc~r of :he coo

mission and c~r.;--ent president of the Pa,~o:D.to, ·Moises 

Ba!,fas. explained the origins, composi ti ,:,., ::1::d ,.::t: •:ities 

cf this new strncti.:re: 

The: Coor~innting Commission was or:--'r::: ~::l ::i 1;,.3, 

since the re µ ai:: in:::reasingly fewer Jew, '- :,:e i, -.::. !:"-: . 

And it was the: \, ea!thy who left here. · f::: ._ f-: ;'. :; t.-ie 

truth : that the :-ich left and the poo:- s ,..: .:.'. . . ... ~:-iJ 

c - t~e poor-J:-JOr one can say that al! o" th~::, _,, __ ,::~. 

The •:ery prior. no? Those who needed h::!:,-3!; vf :;-;~:n 

st:ived .. -\ml th;: re was a r.eed to organize: t:-:e :0.:1:-:-:: )

s:o~. 50 ~h ar ,:-:..:re would be no differenc;;s. T h.it, ;:i~:e.:,.c , 

there shou!d h~ one organization, so th:ii all of ;:;:;! c0:-

g:-ega tions woui::l iJ.l. rti: ipate in community m::itten ir: -' ;; 

organized way. So the commission was organized t:> in-

•;!•Jde the [Havana] congn.:g;.itium, p: .J ; , •• Union Z.,i~ 

i,.:. ... . And we have iuJ v:!r:,- gv~'..: '-,u ! . 

LJ.H:ng the past decade the com mi:,:,ion : 1J'.> contin'..-!C io 

pbn collectively for the Jev. ish commun::y and w L ~ 

triout::: available resources to the ne <.i:;;:~:. 

With the increasing cohesion of th.: ·.-,. riolU coozr:p,. 
·:L'':~ . he old et'.m ic :ir.d rd;;;ious _: __ 1::-:ltioo .. -::.:~ ~~ 

.. , _::· _f l~s5 C\'iden~. :J~!....:::: ... -.... ; :~ !~ _:, __ _ Jn ;:,r :.2:.:. -;:,..-

c,.-,.:;:1::1ting Commission, Ralc '..! :, prc,u ::, oomt.ea ,.;; ~~ 

it had helped reduce such differences . ~ ... 1mimiriog ~ 
tions between "Polacos" :ind "Turcos," .. li~raies ... 11.:.s! 

''conservadores," had "practically been tb.c main ~ lw 
organizing the commission ." 

It is hard to imagine that such ci fferez:s. -~ 

have been sustained aJl over the world for so ma:;.,_ · F r 
erations, could be erased in Cuba in fi~reen :~ J..-,; 
addition to the shrinking of the comm!.; ;i.iry ti:.e:~. J!. U _: 

factor has been · the diminishing e::tm~mi= CG~ 
among al! Cuban _citizens. ·Befo re the rcvo:u:ic~ L ~ .... 
bers of some congregations l secomi- ::r::: ~..;.:-:::-g~rldf 
Jews. for example ) were as a grou:i cu:-.; ?:o.;~ .!':.,;./ ~ .i:-

___ off than other.s . .{.often .thi:: _new immi~:-:::::: '.J:-_jr.n l _- .. 
in :J0Orer neighborhoods). Th:.! syr:::! '.: . .:·-~ t.:::~...,~ . ~J: 

rer1ect the differing econom:c st:.t:uY~., .- __ :- ,. - . ~:.::;..,;i:~. 

before the revolution; the:, ra:1;e c:-~ - _ •. -::::: .:l'. .. •.:.1:.:- ...1: 
Habana Vieja to a modern stru..:tur.:. -:·_;:-_:, _-;;:: -;:,::: :.-un .... 

munity facil it!es, in the newe:- ...:.:: ~ 
Vedad.o section. This phenor:1:r: J
known to ch urch- and tempk-goe:-::-; :, 
Paris . Mexico City and T o:, ~. v. TL_ 
elimination of private enterpr:s:! :.!L : 

berneen saiaries, the old e::::ir.o.::-::.: 
distin :::rions are disappe2ri:1:;: ir1 c._ 
wr.e:her th is development i:1. the c:-:; _; 
o= r:~e Cu bar: Jewis~ comm;.;r.: , • "_ 
oi livi:ig under socialism. ~::e :...;--: 
n2:o answered: "To '.! gre2: ex:e:-::. 
and hisrari --al bases of he d:::-!re- _ 
gations \Vere be!ng e:ast~ . . . • 
T here 2re common needs J:.d ,--:: 

·er.:; meet to resocnd to these r. .... 
bot;i the fo undations :rnd :he e r:: 
J ev,·ish community refl.ect ~r:d re:,-
Sociaiist society. 

T!-ii::: is not to irr:_p'y th::i: c~ ~ .. 
or c:.:l po- sible worlJ3 . T he !r .. -

suffe red a double biow witn ,r::
c~r c:!nt of its former f!:1e::ib::rs 
tion ·a:i a result o: :~e U.S. b: • 
:L..,, :'irrc fo e□seh·cs ,:·:: ,.., - ·- • • 
2.s f1orn the the ne;J.r=~- .:l:1~ _,: -:~~ • 

!. :f~. Th~:-e is scecui.i:i:)Ji "' .. : . ..-
. . . a·. J 1·.-. 

re:::ogn1,;0P.. ot uO '.! 2.~ , , . : 
th~ island's Jews wct,'.J \-,·c:.::..
crc:i:,;ed corita: t ,~·ith ~i ::ir rcL. ~· 
ti":!.! Vn ~tc::i Stat~s (2.~ \·-,.-ea 2.. -- 1 

can countries which toe: ci"-1~ S:: ... 
not recognizing Cuh:1). Tn3'. :: 

nc:n-Je·.vs 2.l :ke- wou'.d ::1: .-.0 " 

interchange is ste::.ci ·!y rr::i:--.i:~ .: 
.-ciousress. 

_ -.::: -~ -:-,:r 111· 

. ·; r:. :--'- r ·-.-. t:.aur.J 

: : ·.: - : :_ ·... . :!, i:u; .. ~. 
- ·_ - • - J!,. ; ·J-nt~ ' 

- - : -- : : 1 _,. !r" It ti 

- ~ -....,, :: ' 

1::, .. , 

1.' 

•• :. _:.:-. J-:-.::-·:~·•·:t 

- :...:: --·-:i. _ :.:1.:1.-
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MEMORANDUM 

To cc: 
I 

bb Dcvt.d I. lea • Id Yaudovb 
Joi1iii E' . Dioi't 

a. '°" pro ly kuow, Jo.th DIIOlk bu • ICflivi • moniea from tivle &:aplan in payaillllt of 
Ida p~ of 8100,000 tor tbe >J (thu u ~r ad ~ bu pft of $100,000 •J.na4y 

campi.~ for VC>fld llt4tt for hoare..,t .Judatm ta Un.l). Vbeu ,vu aD4 l apoka, 
I · tedto)JOQ,aatyouqhlld.tbatltwouldl>eclQOd'-ODt:totuow,tbeae fuod1 
lato the ~t _ --•-t ·bue to b9p tMII lD tact 111 a kf.-1 o ~t fWld v.lth Gilly 

la~ ~meto WIOd, 

l thf.ok toue cmly 1lt C&N of a cU• ~ ad ._ all •tn-· 
'bruk. not bean diacua d y the E;u.cuttw "wUD.!44ttee ad I avppo1e tbu 1a a •t•· 

car for to ·t1g th4 ·ccu!ou I hiuk o will o 1ect tf we ta1ca tbu 
P·faOent eMIM~- • 

In other votda. tbe OX>ney abolald be 11:IYU :l.n • . btccwte pJ:Oduci I' J 
lmt:cuncnt t tti.t the, e '1\lt: tato u .. Trull.¢J' U.t, or:,\ M ~ 
-, othe yea inta~t inat ............. t. -q> t 

◊ A' 
'1-.,) ~VJ 

~-b'fpsm ~'"'' 



Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler J anuary 16, 1975 

Thanks for your note in re your discussion with Dulzin on the Presidents' Confere,ce. 
I called Fisher last w ek and asked to meet with him. He said we would be in N. Y. 
en route to the meeting in Israel and that we could meet when be is here. He 1-1 
made several similar promises to me before a~ has never followed up so I writ~ 'to 

ask you to keep this in mind and if he doesn't chat with me in N.Y., I would ~e 'very 
grateful if you would 1eek him out nd discuss •he ituation with him when ygu aee 
each other in Israel. 

As it now appear , I will not be coming to Israel for the WJC Plenary for my travel 
schedule is exceedingly heavy and there are conflicts. For your information,, we have 
named the following as UAllC deleMtes: hr . and l.rs . Philip M. Klutznick; M:, . and l re. 
Nathanieil Hess; Rabbi and Mrs . Byron T. Rubenstein; ? rs. Sall Schindler, I x\a. David 
M. Levitt, and we await word from you a to a youth delegate,. 

Love from house to house. 

I 



, 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

:.atthew H. Ross 

November 20, 1974 

I 
I 

I 
! 

/ 

We have today received a check in the amount of $14,3000.00, payable to the UABC 
and earmarked for the WUPJ, from Kivie Kaplan as a pre-payment on his pledge to 
th lfwrld Union and I assume this is to provid for the payment required on the 
Har-El Synagogue deal. 

The check ha! been forwarded to .Josh Dwork with a request that it be held by 
the UAHC until auch time as you give authorization for its releaae since it 
was you who negoti ted the deal for the purchase. 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

loshua M. Dworl 

November 20. 1974 

Enclo ed i a check from the Emily a. & Kivi Kaplan Family Charitable Trust 
iJl the um of $14.300. 00 1 payable to th UAHC and to be earmarked for the 
WUPJ. 

I 

l 
I believe these funds w re provided by Kivi at this time in order to u er• ;·-' 
tal<e the financial aspects of th& Har-El purchase . Please do not make y 

1 
exchanges or pa~nt on this ttem until author:f.gation itt recetved from H tt , 
Ross. He was involved in the negotiatiol\S. J 

\.~ 



Mr. Kivie Kaplan 
2~lioyls t()u Street 
Apt . #801 
Chestnut Hill, ¥Ass.. 02167 

November 20, 1974 

You' e .ee.rc thi fr.Q1U me bef o?"e: and each time I say it I 
111ean it ~- ... you are bea.utifuli All of us re indebted to 
you for what you are :1.nd what yott do. s 

Your pre .. pa.-jlllle:at ·of $l/i;300.00 -on y • ledge to the WuPJ 
just arrived a!.1d I ,,.,a:1t you t.o know that ':.•re ar.! d.!eply 
grateful. You put yourself out, yo-J. go to much t::ouhle, 
you are always ready to be. of help, ev~n a the cost of 
great inco 1ve!lience to y.oit:-sa.lf. 'For thst, you. • ve our 
heartfelt sratitude~ And for all that you are and ll 
truit you do you have 0-.1:r lc,.re and a.ffeetion and asteem. No 
one has ea.med them a.s you. have. 

lt' been such .a lo~ ti~ since I •ve seen you nd I do 
miss you. Hopefully. our paths will cross soon il1 the 
future. 

The entire gang joi!lS in 6 en1ing love to you and Rtlily. 

S-bcerely. 

Alexand~r M. S.c;h1udler 



• llktbllldel B. Bes• 
Sloue'a 0rNtt 
Sada Pomt, R. Y. 11050 

Dear Hats 

~20. 1974 

Uvie llu jmt: Nat • • ~..,_.t •f 414,300.00 • lall pi-a. to the W'U'i'J. Thill_. at the "behrlllrl'f J>f.ck Blncll a4 1a .,..,.... 
to 1da plea r uaiat.ailee ta coimecttoa nth the ual. oa tu Bar-
il ~ope buil~. 

You.shoul.dkilatltiaat 
pn-- Vlllill!!'l~1" ... 

aai I ,..IUMa•t be •t al 
the fuDda ill order to be f be • 

raike 
onvcSem:e 
ff~ 

I , __ tbi .6mda 09er a, Joell DIIOt'k 111th the i'a:iitrw:t~ 
tbat mt be it.ho t au~rization i. om ~tt Sos:$'" 
w1» vu Ul\fOlvecl ia U&t.11> » in Israel. 

Dick Wicated to IJ.vi& tut you ,ov.14 be in on.tact •itb 
oa thia •tter ad l.i"li• Mya he t hau'd fr :YQ"-• 
you t:a.11 him l noted y-. to ~ tu.t tll4 f~ ha.Ya c.OiCil 

tth fom:Jeat regarda f 

Sincen Y, 

Alexaaler ~- Sc:lwadler 

cc: la'bl>l licbiPI G. Bll'ICh 



KIVIE KAPLAN 
280 B O Y L STON STREET. APT . 801 

CHESTNUT HILL. MASS A C HUSETTS 0 2167 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
8J8 Fifth Avenue 
Few York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

November 1 7, 1974 

I received two letters from Dick and evidently he, The 
World Union, has the same disease as all Jewish organiza
tions and he needs $14,300 in a hurry, and although it is 
quite an inconvenience, I am re-arranging my contributions 
for the moment because we take care of everything the end 
of December and borrowing some money, and enclose a check 
herewith for $14,300 on our pledge so tha t Dick can smile 
and take care of obligations. I did not hear from Nat 
Hess. My recollection is that that was what Dick said, that 
I would be hearing from Nat when he returned. Maybe he 
ha sn't gotten back yet. 

Thanks for your letter on the number of Rabbis for the 
Congregation. I won't answer this in detail for the present, 
· !D.d no doubt Al has told you about the Black-Jewish meeting 
in Chicago which I think was excellent. Please thank Rhea 
for her call, it was really wonderful , of her to do this 
(1 ) before s he left and (2) the one after she got back. 

Love to the seven of you as well as both Mothers and our 
Life Member. Your s for equality , peace and love in which 
Emily j oins, 

Sincerely your s, 

KK/lp 
cc: Rabbi Richard Hirsch 

Enc check 



,i 

airmail November l?, 1974 

Rabbi Pichard Hirsch 
World Union for Progressive Judaism 13, King ravid street 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear Dick :a.nd Bella: 

Your two letters of October 30th and November 3rd, one tyrewritten and one in lonrhand, both arrived the same da y, November lli-th. It is quite an inconvenience but we are sh1ft1np- around our oontr1but1ons and I am sending a check todfly to 0 abb1 Schindler for t14,300 . on my pleage so that you can relax and b:reathe, ns J know that you have enou~h trouble. 

T haa four days in ~1ss1ss1rp1 and the Governor Of 'Uss1ss1pp1 proclaimed Aaron Henry Day whi<'h s ta:rted as a :rarade, then a picnic, and then in the eveninf This Is Your Life Show, which was great but I hacl to slow down nnd rest and I didn't want to get myself overtired. I also had a Touyaloo College Board m~etlnF. Then I just :returned from two days in rh1~ago where I met with :Pev. Jesse Jackson an6. about 2.5 Black t,.j_nisters ana Btshors, and 25 Pabbis 1nclud1np Orthodox, ronservat1ve and ~eform, with ~abb1 Henry Stegman on Black-Jewish relat1onsh1~s, and I believe that it was e fruitful meetinf. 
Thank you for keeping us rosted. We, too, were sorry that I woula.n' t make it but I arn rosi ti ve in my J,resent physical condition that it just would not have been ~ractical for me to have made the tr11 to Israel. 

\le thank you for your s1p;natures on the joint lette:r that all the i:-art1c1pants in the tr11 mac"ie, and this was certainly wonderful. 

~abb1 Ira Hudov1n wrote me a cute letter and said that he 1s going to send me a bill for ~·1 fo:r every time you call b~cause you always ask how Emily and K1v1e are and this 1s certainly very, very thou["h tful of you and we arpreciate 1t. 

v,'1 th your arr1 vinp- Novembe:r 24th ana stay1np- until Vee . 4th 



• 

Rabbi Pichard Hirsch 
r)age 2 

if you think you are going to have a chance to come to Boston, let us know so we can plan, but I will plan, if everyth1np- 1s okay, to be in !Jew York on recember 2nd and then stay for the Israel meet1nr- the Jrd, so maybe we will have dinner together, you and Bella, on l ecember 2 anll have a good old fashioned visit. 

I'm really sorry that you are having your financial rroblems but 1f it gives you any comfort, there isn't an organization with which I am C'lnnected, and many that I am not connected with, that aren't hav: n.r- financial Jroblems and I am gettinF 1t from P-very d1rect1on. 

I did not get a call from Nat Hess or anybody about this but your word 1s good enough for me about the ~14,300 which is in the same mail as this, and no doubt long, long b efore you get this letter, 1s in New York so that you will have it ln ~lenty of time. 

I will await your call on November 25th when you arrive and 1n the meantime, we hope you both e.nd the children are all well and that everythinF 1s po1n~ alonF nicely. 

iove to e 1 erybody 1n which Emily joins, 

S 1n~erely yours, 

KK/lp /

1 

cc:~ bbl Alexander Schindler . 

K1v1e 



DEDICATION OF THE FREEPORT HEBREW CONGREGATION 

LUIS de TORRES SYNAGOGUE 

December 1, 1974 Freeport, Grand Bahama Island 



HISTORY OF FREEPORT HEBREW CONGREGATION 

LUIS de TORRES SYNAGOGUE 

The Freeport Hebrew Congregation was started in September 
of 1965 by several Jewish families living in Freeport and 
wanting to observe the High Holy Days together. Under 
the direction of Rabbi Sanford Seltzer, then the South
east Regional Director of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, a congregation was formed in affiliation 
with the Union. 

Meeting first in the Lucayan Building, owned by the 
Intercontinental Realty Company, and later at the Our 
Savior Lutheran Church, this small congregation grew as 
indeed Freeport grew. This growth necessatated a move 
to the Kings Inn and Golf Club, who graciously donated 
facilities for our Sabbath and Holiday Services as well 
as all of our functions. 

In 1971 Charl~~- S~hlakmaq became president of the congre
gation ·and a ·s t ~ong effort was made to relocate in our 
own synagogue.:::_:;, The Grand Bahama Port Authority donated 
the land on East Sunrise Highway and in March of 1972 the 
congregation formally broke ground for their new edifice. 

David Ross became president in June, 1972 and under his 
leadership the construction of the Synagogue commenced, 
combining both the spiritual and financial support of the 
Jewish community in Freeport and abroad, and the support 
of the greater Freeport - Lucaya communities. Proudly on 
the Jewish New Year in 1973 the first service was held in 
our own Synagogue. 

The congregation chose the name LU]S de TORRES SYNAGOGUE 
after the Jewish interpretor and translator who sailed 
with Columbus on his first historic voyage to this new 
land in 1492; landing first on the Islands now known as 
the Bahamas. 

Because of the limited number of congregants, a permanent 
Rabbi is still not feasible, but it is the hope of each 
member. We are fortunate to be affiliated with the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations. Through their South
east Regional Director, Rabbi Sanford M. Shapero, rabbini
cal assistance and advice is always available. 



SERVICE OF DEDICATION 

Processional 

Blowing Of The Shofar 

The Bahamian Nation Anthem 

Rabbi and Officers 
Visiting Clergy 
Government Officials 

Samuel Smith 

Congregation 

(Remain standing and read together please) 

Baruch atah adonai eloheynu melech ha-o-lam 

sh'heh-che-yanu v'keymanu v'higianu lazman hazeh. Amen. 

Praised by Thou O Lord Our God, King of the universe, who 

has kept us alive, sustained us and enabled us to reach 

this day. 

Responses as Scrolls are Placed in tre Ark 

David Ross, President of Congregation 

We dedicate the Ark of the Covenant in our new Sanctuary, 

by placing within it, Israel's most cherished possession, 

The Torah. Throughout the centuries, the Torah has been 

the standard bearer of the Congregation, of Jacob; the 

source of Divine knowledge which Moses set before the 

Israelites, as God commanded. The Torah has revealed 

itself as a wellspring of strength and inspiration which 

has sustained the Jewish people in all times and all ages. 

We praise God who in His Divine Wisdom has given the Torah 

to His people Israel. 

Sam Bernstein, Vice President 

The Torah is God's choicest gift to Israel, Israel without 

the Torah is like a body without a soul. Like a crown, it 

exalts Him above all people. The revelation at Sinai was 

only the beginning. The Torah has never ceased to grow. It 

expands as the horizon of man's vision grows and wherever men 

study Torah, the presence of God dwells among them. The Torah 

inspires and guides us and it will redeem the world. We 

praise God who blessed us with this Divine Gift. 

I 



Lee Socks, Treasurer 

With this Torah, the symbol of a proud heritage and an 
indestructible people, we reaffirm the imperishable faith 
of the Jew. Through centuries of trial, persecution and 
martyrdom Israel proclaimed its unalterable loyalty to 
the One God who rules the universe in holiness, in majesty, 
and in love. With this precious Torah firmly implanted in 
our new Sanctuary, we too, in the spirit of reverence and 
humility renew our loyalty to our God. 

Dedication of the Eternal Light 

Rabbi 

"Command the Israelites to bring clear oil of beaten olives 
for lighting, to maintain an everlasting light .... 
It shall be a statute forever." 

Sidney Geltzeiler, Vice President 

The Eternal light commemorates the perpetual fires on the 
Altars of the Tabernacles in ancient days. Throughout all 
ages it has been an emblem of our imperishable faith -- An 
affirmation of the permanence of The Torah. We light this 
Ner Tamid today as a symbol of the eternal presence of God 
in the midst of this Congregation and our unity with the 
generations of Israel -- Those who walked before us .... And 
those who will follow. 

Rabbi and Congregation 

Baruch atah adonai eloheynu melech ha-o-lam 
Borey m'orey ha-esh . 

Praised be the eternal our God, ruling spirit of the 
universe, who has created the light of fire. 

Amen 

Dedication of the Menorah 

Rabbi 

In the Tabernacle in the wilderness, Bezalel fashionee the 
first seven branched lampstand even as God commanded Moses. 
We kindle the lights of our new Menorahs on this Service of 

J 

J 

J 

J 
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Dedication with reverent obedience to God's Will--and as a 
symbol of our oneness with the people of Israel and the 
ancient traditions of our faith. 

Congregation 

Like a thriving olive tree in God ' s House, kindle the lights 
of the Menorah and we shall be your witnesses. Light the 
fires of our faith so the others may warm their hearts. 

Mrs. Barbara Bernstein, President of Sisterhood 

Ma Tovu Ohalecha Yaakov--
How lovely are your tents O Jacob Your dwelling places O 
Israel And now as we stand here this day we do so with the 
knowledge of God's abundant love Reverently do we light 
this candle that the darkness of ignorance and indifference 
retreat before the light of God's truth and justice. May 
we be filled with the hallowed spirit which God breathed into 
His people Israel. 0 Lord, send forth They light and Thy 
truth to lead us, for light is sown for the righteous and 
joy for the upright in .heart. 

Samuel Smith, Vice President 

On Thursday, the 11th of October, 1492, Admiral Christopher 
Columbus, when on the sterncastle at ten o'clock in the night, 
had seen a light,thoug~. it was so indistinct he would not 
affirm that it was land This light was seen once or twice 
more and it was like a wax candle that went up and down. 
Very few thought that this was a sign of land, but the Admiral 
was quite certain that they were near land .... Two hours after 
midnight land appeared some two leagues away After waiting 
for daylight, the Admiral went ashore in a boat as did Martin 
Alonso Pinson, Vincente Yanez his brother, captain of the Nina, 
and Luis de Torres, the Admiral's interpreter and translator, 
a Jew who knew Hebraic, Chaldean and Arabic. 

As we light these Menorah today, may their lights shine as wel
come beacons to all Jews who may come to the shores of the 
Bahamas, as was that light on the shore five centuries ago a 
welcome sign to Admiral Columbus and Luis de Torres. 

Mrs. David Ross, Past President of Sisterhood 

Like a flowering tree, the Menorah stands as the symbol of the 
State of Israel, its shaft and its branches reaching upward to 



I 

the light. Israel is the promised land of Moses--the 

fullfillment of the seed of Abraham and the descendants of 

Jacob. The struggles of Israel are our struggles. Its 

defeats are our defeats. Its triumphs are our triumphs. 

lLsrael has given unto us the gift of peoplehood uniting 

all Jews in all lands. In lighting this candle, we declare 

our unity with the State of Israel with the prayerful hope 

for continued flowering of that beloved land and its valiant 

people. Am Yisroel Chai! The People of Israel lives! 

DEDICATION SPEAKERS 

Rabbi Sanford M. Shapero 

David Ross 

Hon. Clement Maynard 

Ralph Seligman 

Hon. Kendal W. Nottage 

Hon. Henry Bowen 

Rev. Eric St . Clair Clarke 

C. Gerald Goldsmith 

George Kates 

Closing Anthem: Hatikvoh 

Closing Benediction 

Southeast Regional Director 
Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations 

President, Freeport Hebrew 
Congregation 

Minister of Tourism 

Israeli Consul to the Bahamas 

Member of Parliament, Grand 
Bahama Island 

Member of Parliament, West End 
and Bimini 

President of the G~and Bahama 
Council of Christian Churches 

Chairman of the Grand Bahama 
Port Authority Limited 

President of the Grand Bahama 
Development Company Limited 

Rabbi Sanford M. Shapero 



BUILDING CAMPAIGN and CONSTRUCTION ORGANIZATION 

David Ross and Sidney Geltzeiler 
Co-Chairmen, Building Fund Campaign 

Sidney Geltzeiler 
Chairman, General Solicitations 

Lee Socks 
Building Finance Committee Chairman 

Sigmund Weiss and Alexander Altschuler 
Co-Chairmen, Building Construction Committee 

DEDICATION COMMITTEE 

Mrs. Samuel Bernstein and David Ross 
Co-Chairmen 

Samuel Smith 
Chairman, Religious Service 

Mr. and Mrs. Lou Seiler 
Co-Chairmen Catering and Decoration 

Advisor: Rabbi Sanford M. Shapero 

IN APPRECIATION: 
C. Gerald Goldsmith, Honorary Lifetime Member 

Congregation Officers: 

David Ross, President 
Sidney Geltzeiler, Vice President 
Samuel Bernstein, Vice President 
Samuel Smith, Vice President 
Mrs Samuel Bernstein, Secretary 
Lee Socks, Treasurer 
Sigmund Weiss, Director of the Synagogue 

Mrs. Samuel Bernstein, President of Sisterhood 
Mrs. David Ross, Immediate Past President of Sisterhood 
Mrs. Harold Moss, Vice President of Sisterhood 
Mrs. Sigmund Weiss, Vice President of Sisterhood 
Mrs. Daniel Rolett, Secretary of Sisterhood 
Mrs . Alexander Altschuler, Treasurer of Sisterhood 



MARCH ON BAHAMA LAND 

LIFT UP YOUR HEAD TO THE RISING SON, BAHAMA LAND 

. MARCH ON TO GLORY, YOUR BRIGHT BANNERS WAVING HIGH. 

SEE HOW THE WORLD MARKS THE MANNER OF YOUR BEARING 

PLEDGE TO EXCEL THROUGH LOVE AND UNITY. 
PRESSING ONWARD, MARCH TOGETHER 
TO A COMMON, LOFTIER GOAL 
STEADY SUNWARD THOUGH THE WEATHER 
HIDE THE WIDE AND TREACHEROUS SHOAL. 
LIFT UP YOUR HEAD TO THE RISING SUN 
BAHAMA LAND, TILL THE ROAD YOU'VE TROD 
LEAD UNTO YOUR GOD 
MARCH ON BAHAMA LAND. 

HATIKVOH 

KOL OD BA-LAY-VUV P'NEE-MA 
NE-FESH Y'HU-DEE HO-MEE-YA 
UL-FA-A-TAY MIZ-RACH KA-DEE-MA 
A-YIN L'TZEE-YONE TZO-FEE- YA. 
OD LO AV-DA TIK-VA-TAY-NU 
HA-TIK-VA SH'NOT AL-PA-YIM 
LEE-H'YOT AM CHAF-SHEE B'AR-TZAY-NU 
B'EH-RETZ TZEE-YON VEE-Y'RU-SHA-LA-YIM. 



Jud 1 . Baar 
a. · r les Bielat' 

I 

y 
.Y. 10 5 

r is in 
arra@~men1 

/ furth J:: 

ncl. 

cc:, Bab1>1 Ira Youdovi 

ay 13, 1974 

Ira 
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IMIIEIMI (0) ~AND UIMI 
Date May 10, 1974 

F Rabbi Ira S. Youdovin rom _____________________ _ 

To Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Copy for information of Rabbi Hirsch, Wice, Saperstein, ,Tudge Baar 

Subject _ ____!!KLE~NI~C~KI:J:_....,1,LETT~.,!,_,E~RLJ.T..1.10 ...... AMSw:.ii;:1/-/_..c1.APCJB1.JIL..LI'-, ..i.l .1...l ,,-il.;i9t+7!:t..4 _ _ _____________ _ 

1. Has any investigation been made into the practicality (and legality) of Klenicki's suggestions 1 and 2? If so, how much immediate capital will this raise? It may be that the total indebtedness can be wiped out, thus eliminating the problem. 

2. If not, we should have a firm notion of just what sums we are talking about before devising a strategy for collection. For sure, Klenicki should not be automatically granted the same rights in repayment that are granted to current employees. 

3. The World Union Executive Committee, in its concern that repayment be swiftly forthcoming, has asked Judge Emil Baar to continue negotiations both with Klenicki and with his present employer. It was understood by all those present at the meeting---including the UAHC representatives--that Judge Baar would be acting both for the UAHC and the WUPJ. 
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UNION DP' AME'RICAN HEBR,~ CBNG,RµJATIDNS 
PATRDN CF HE8REW ~ cm.u:m: - JEWISH tWS"rlTUTE OF IIELIGICIN 

.. FIP'l'H, AVENUE • Nl£WYORI(. HEW YOAK lDD:11 • [~ CCID£ •ual M9-01QD 
,,.. ,. MJGAESS· UNiONLP,HG , 

I/ 
'/(j /..A--,,..,;,y-,n 

SIGNED 

RECIPIENT KEEP THIS COPY , RETURN WHITE C □ PY TD SENDER 



April 17, 1974 

P..a.bbi Al :.and.er h Sch1mller 

3oshua ~. Dwor. 

Rabbi Ii:a Youdovin 

Enclose rec n.t corr opondence from I.eon toe f.ek1. 1.n • -.., r o 
loan. Plcu o read h~a ~ roposa and let r have your co.r.!lOOnte ncl 
tli r;orres!)On<l 1 .e on to !r o !1e c iva n..e his rea.:t1C\n a 

Ir , ple e rotur1 t . ff.! h n you co:n;..ant - i . ' r;:,ry o y copy. 



Ba bi Leon Klem.cki 
13 touieker Drive 
Lawrence Township 
Trenton, H.J. 08638 

Dear Rabbi Klenicki; 

• 

April 12, 1974 

This ia to advise th4t Rabbi Schindler is out of the ity -.cl 
y ur letter of 1\pr!l 11th will roupt to hia atteution 
OD his :return late next week. 

a e also received the ~elo e for Judge Baar and will 
have it forwarded . 

:With kiniieat greetings. I aa 

cc: Judge Emil . Baar 

inc rely. 

Edith J. U.11.er 
Adminiat1·ative 

Assistant 



Lawrence, April 11, 1974 

Rabbi .ltlexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth A-venue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I am writing to you in connection with my debt to the UAHC. It was 
my desire to return the amoun in its totality but the economic 
situation in Argentina made this impossible. The Enclosed letters 
and the Time magazine article will give you a picture, perhaps 
too vague, of our problems and s~ferings. 

It will also tell you of a certain lack of concern, if not 
indifference, for my letters and anguisehd wire were never answered. 
But whatever I say or write about that painful time will not convey 
the sadness of our experience. Perhaps a person must go through such 
an ordeal lb.n order to understand. It may also be the time to examine 
certain overseais programs, to have a real 11 heshbon hanefesh", we have 
other men in the area and they deserve respect if not care. 

I am taking the liberty to request from you approval for the following 
arrangement: 

1, I will cancel my insurance policy and transfer the existing amount 
to the UAHC. 

2, If it is possible, I will do the same with my Rabbinical Pension. 

3, I will name the UAHC beneficiary of my present insurance policy 
carried by the Anti-Defamation League, my employer. It is 
understood that should anything happen to me the UAHC will 
receive what I may owe the Union at that time, and that the 

rest will be turned over to my family. 

4, I am asking you to all~w me to return the rest of my debt in 
monthly payments of$ 111.03 for 1974 and$ 150.00 from 1975 
on until completion ofmy debt. I want to add t hat ais soon as 
my wife will start teaching, and we hope that she will next 
year, I will aotumatically raise the monthly payment. 

I do hope that this proposal finds your approval. It is, despite my inner 
wish, the only way out at this moment. 
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Though I have left the practical rabbinate and Latin America, you can be 
sure that I continue in touch with Jewish organizations in that area. I 
have helped Roberto Graetz to get in touch with the Jewish leaders of the 
Kehillah and other organizations, and hope to continue this cooperation 
in the future. 

With best wishes for Passover, 

Respectfully yours, 

cc Judge Emil N. Baar 

13 Stonicker Drive 
Lawrence Township 
Trenton, N. J. 08638 

Leon Klenicki 
Rabbi 
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PROMISSORY NOTE 

$10,000.00 New York, N. Y., December 10, 1971 

FOR VALUE RECEIVED, I, LEON KLENICKJ., residing at 
Ciudad de La Paz 519, Buenos Aires, Argentina, 

promise to pay to the order of the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
or order, at 838 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York, or at such other 
place as may be designated in writing by the holder of this note, the 
principal sum of TEN THOUSAND AND 00/100 ($10,000.00) DOLLARS plus in
terest at the rate of six (6%) per cent per annum, said sum and interest 
being payable in equal monthly installments of $111.03 payable on the 
first day of each month commencing with January 1, 1972. The balance of 
the said principal sum shall become due and payable on December 31, 1981. 
The said installments shall first be applied to the payme nt of interest 
on the unpaid balance at the rate of six (6 %) per cent per annum and 
the balance shall be applied to reduction of principal. Upon·my demise 
or upon the severance of my employment by the WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE 
JUDAISM, LTD. earlier than the due date of the final payment, any rema in
ing balance then due hereunder shall be payable on d emand . 

There has been assigned, transferred, set over and delivered 
to the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONG REGATIONS as collatera l security, as 
its interest may appear from time to time, for payment of this or any 
other liability or liabilitie s to said UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGA
TIONS due or to become due or that may be hereafter contracted , the 
following property, namely: Policy No. 4 465 588 issued by the 
Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company u pon my life. 

In the event of a default in the payment of any installme nt 
due hereunder, and should such default continue for five (5) days, the 
balance then due shall be due and payable without further notice. 

All matters concerning the interpretation and performance of 
this note shall be governed by the l aws of the State o f New York. 

Presentment for paymen t, notice of dishonor, protest and 
notice of protest are hereby waived. 

Rabbi Leon Klen1ck1 
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Oi-~ Meurlce N. E1sendrath 
838 fifth Avenue 
New York, N. v. 10021 

Oear Rabbi Elsendreth: 

D t1C l!f'lbUr 15 f 1972 

\ 
. \ 

·' \ 

I em writing to you concurning a prllblmn thnt mi~rht found a solu tion cJt thG\ 
Union of American Hebrow Congregations. \ 

',\ ·~I 1,. : j!; ' ' 

., ,. You may remember that tho Ul\HC was kind enough in giving me a loon for th r: I .:..• 

, .. purchase or a house. This 1mm WHB coverad by an .insurance policy assigned 
. to the UAtC. The amount of money t hat l hod in Decc~her 1971 covered my 

1.+1.,' ;, , . • needa but the great· infla.tion that fall on us made all calcula~ions VCJid. 
,,·: .. Tha 1111claeed clippings f.rom the Buenos · ~ires Herald will give an idea of 

our present state. Meanwhile the rate went up ,.ind it is generally dmitcci 
by the government t tiat 1t will reflch the 100% by \ the first days of 1973. 

''i, 

',•' 

t . 

,, 

On top or all this there is a not.1 development in tile exc f·1ange rate. The 
excl'iange was atound .1400 pesos n dollar, now it t1roppod to 1100 a dollar. 
no one understands this but the effects on mv bLidget are disestraus. 

I would like to request from the UAHC µmrmisaiDn · f □r a loan from my 
1naurmnce policiy. I need th(~ sigqature of the W1HC bc1causra the p111cy is 
esaigned to the organization. Thn amcunt that I need .to face the expenses 
d&lll to repairs in thP. house is 2000 dollarD. 1 .have consulted my agent who 
·•t• that I can have such a loan 1r I huve the UJ\,t-lC's permission. For anv 
conaultation his na~1 is Hr. Gilbert Rudow, Massachusetts Mutuel Life 
lneuranco Conspany, . 10 East 53rd Street, New Vork, ·N. v. 10022 (8.32-3220). 

I will very much appreciate your kind '·a .! lp concerning this serious matter 
that ca• so suddenly on us and withput r:.Jnv contTol. I do hope that this 
proble■ will find ,,. , fnvorable solution a t our organization. 

Slncaraly yours, S.halom uverahah, 

cc Rabbl Hichard G. Hirsch 
Rab~1 David H. Uice 

• 

' L06n Klenicki 

I 

\ 

-\ 
\ , \ 

\ 
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Rabbi Maurice N. ~isendrath 
U. Af H. C. 
838 lfth Avenue 
New Vork, N. v. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Eisend1·ath: 

Air Mail - Registered 

January 13, 1973 

I am taking the liberty to write to yau once 8gain concerning the matter 

mGntioned in my letter ut· Oecemoer 15th. I am ~ □ in~ it out uf re2l desµair 

over H situation that I P~ver imngined. 

The economic situation hcis bm:m the same since my lest lE!ttcr. Tner c: hav1; 

been new raises in prices as shown in tMe clir!pingn that are enclosed. The 

worst thing is thut the dollAr exchange has suffered o change that no one 

can explain. The dollar value hes ctrop~ed from 1400 pesos a dollar to 1100 

and in this manner my salary hae beEm reduced in e moment that inflation 

hes broken all racords. It may be a political move of tha gove~nmont tecause 

of thH March 11th elections. Na one knows but m~• buC:g c t suffers seriously. 

This and the terrible raise in construction prices, as a~ □wn in the enclosed 

clipping, have broken all my calculations. The amount of money tt1at I had in 

Oec~mber 1971 was out uf reality ln July 1972 • . ·e hac.1 the same problem Rt 

the Temph1. 

I have asked to have a loan from my in:~ u~a11ce pollcy. My insurance man, Mr. 

Gilbert Rudo~ said that this is possiblB but I will need LJAHC's permi&sion 

far my policy.The raa6on is tt1at it is written on the Union's behnlf becousa 

of the loan. I will appreciate your l<'ln!l consirteration t1J this mattF!r t hct 

is so urgent to me and my family. Unfortunately I can not obtain loans from 

local baks fue to the inflation. The wliol.:: si tuati □n is a sort of nightmar P. 

and I do hope th~t this year will bring stability together with free el~ot1ons, 

the firBt since 1967. I hopu also that we will not have an 83% r~t~ of i ni"lation. 

Again, thwr.k your for your help and preocupation and I look e~gerly to you1· 

answer. ~incerely, shalom uverahah, 

Le6n Klenicld 
Rabbi 
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CER!'1nc:H::DS }~ C ' eO ,os Aires, fe bruary 3» 1973 

1 ,f -.. 
Consigne al dors~ los datos pel destinatario. 

Dear Rabbi Wice: 

I am sending you this letter out o f great d•spair. I ha ve not ye t 
received any answer from th e UAHC concerning the loan out of my 
insurance policy. The economic situation has not c hanged, quite 
the contrary and we are entering a new period of crazy in fl a ti on. 
As you can see from the clippings salariP.s havR been rais e d 
between 25 to 35% and will be raised aqain in a few months. The 
exchange fro the dollar dropped from 14GO pesos a dollar to 11no 
or llAO depP-nding on the day. My sal ~r y is not covering at thi s 
point the cost of living. 

I beg you to consider my pAtition. In Uecember 1972 the amount of 
monP.y given by the UAHC and the WUPJ cove red tt,e cost of the ho us e 
but the new development in price s changnd drastically the situation. 
The 2000 dollars that .i am asking are nec~s sa ry to cover dehts 
related to the :house /' lnvoluntary debts cre a ted by the raise in 
construction, nearly 60% in one yeHr. I have wired Rabbi Eisendrat h 
but had no answer to this day. 

Please, understan d my situation. My s a lary i s the only sourc e of 
living, the poor rate of exchange and the -raising infls t ion is 
making nothing out of my monthly pay. I will appreciate deeply 
your consider?.tion of this problem. 

Thanking you in -Rdvance for your constant and friendly help, I remain, sincerely, 

Shalom uverahah, 

• 
. (.eon Klenicki 

Rabbi " 
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Rabbi Eisendrath 

838 F1.fth Avenue 

Nev York 

Economic situation very ser1ouso 

in letters. Thank you. 

- crr:meu.,,.....- .,,,_,_ •=- S:MW,......_.. _______ ___ 

form. NQ 300e A 

impo1te 

~ - - - ------l 
I i ' de Cuc· n•·~ 

1------- - -

Fecha 

Bag to consider :-.iatter clescrihecl 

Rabbi K1en1ck1 

, I , 
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Rabbi. M.aurlce N. Blaendrath 
U. Ae.}1• Ce 
838 •. ,.ftb Avenae 
New tom, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Rab'bl Bl1endratlu 

Air MaU fteg1atere4 

I ho" tbat you and Mt.a na4 a nloe tlme 1n Rlo and anlve4 
wo111n lew York. We an etlll moYe4 b1 the Dedioatlon and. 
10a pnsence here. h1ose4 Dl•n t1nd NYenl ollpplns•t 
lnoltdlns one from tile Y1d411he Zaltung that la w$11 wittitn 
aJl4 even warm towards u. we •r• somewhat amaaed by euoh 
sutlene••• l am also send.Ing Ille 1ntnv1ev a\ the Oontirmad.o 
Ana11ela magaalne• It le uaellentl I am eandlna ooplea to the 
office an&l ,o yoar home a4clN .. ln oaso ore letter la lost. 

the ••Uolea by the Buenos Alrea Herald v1ll &1•• you an idea 
ot oar lntlatlon. Tile rate waa of a..,i tor April, an4 2'/.'1 1l 
tor tbe ti.at tou months of 1913• file ttate ot ueba,• 1 more 
or 1••• Vie same as When you wen here. I·~ al toa tlon now 
despua'9. I blf ,Otl to 4laoass "111 problem at the WPJ 1s 
meeting ot May 7tb• Ae I salcl 1n my memo ot April 29th, I will 
need• ralae of 2()!C 1n order to taoe ever:,day lite expensoe. 
Yoa know nov from year ovn experience what 1a my reality an4 l 
w1U deeply appreolate ,our help an4 that of the WUPI. 

Ana aendo Ngard to yo11 both. We miss the conversations and I 

mlee tile presence of a rabbl. Perhaps, next year, aa we sa1 1n 
the Haggactab. 

81noerel¥ y-oura, shalom war nah, 

Ledn Klen1ok1 
Rabbi 
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JUANPER6N ARGENTINES EXALT "EL LiDER"; BANNER PROCLAIMS "PER6N TO POWER" 

ARGENTINA 

• AnOld ca or iesAgai 
The watery brown eyes stare out from 
sockets sunk into folds of flaccid flesh. 
Thin purple veins straggle across the 
high cheekbones, so close to the sur
face that they almost seem etched on 
the first layer of skin. The second chin 
sags into a second throat. Black dye has 
been used on the swept-back hair, but 
the cosmetic is not enough. Juan Do
mingo Peron, almost 78, looks his age 
-and feels it. He tires easily; he has 
trouble concentrating. Yet he must try 
to marshal his failing faculties. Nearly 
two decades after he was run out of Ar
gentina, a deposed, despised despot; 
Peron is home again, exalted again, in 
charge again of one of the richest coun
tries in Latin America. 

The aging caudillo's comeback may 
well be the political feat-or at least 
phenomenon-of the century. It is rare 
enough for a failed leader to get a sec
ond chance in a stable democracy, even 
when he is relatively young. But over
thrown dictators hardly ever return to 
the scene of their prime, unless it is be
hind guns pointed at their successors. 
Though no stranger to force, Peron has 
used none directly to regain his power. 

He is back-with his third wife, Is
abel, at his side, trying to fill the role of 
the revered Eva-because a majority of 
the people of Argentina want him back. 
He is back, seeking to formalize pis 
power by running for President this 
month, because the military that ousted 
him finally let him back. Most of all, 
Peron is back because Argentina is in a 
state of chaos, racked by terrorism and 
factional clashes that threaten civil war. 
Both the masses and the military look 

6 

backward to him in desperation. He 
seems to them to be the only man who 
can somehow pull together a nation that 
has neve•.- fulfilled its potential and has 
seldom experienced darker times. · 

Thus the triumph of Peron's return 
is conditionat Though the walls of Bue
nos Aires are plastered with posters 
from the l?ast showing a robust, smooth
faced Peron, it is the future that will de
termine his• ultimate place in Argentine 
history-and, more crucially, the des
tiny of the country itself. If he fails his 
second chance, Peron will be worse off 
than he was after his first-and so will 
Argentina. In short, the man and the 
country are on the same spot, their des
tinies and fortunes inextricably twined. 

Evacuated Executives. The prob
lems they face are immense. The nation 
is much more complex, much more po
liticized, much less tractable than it was· 
when Peron last ruled. Marxists and fas
cists fight in the streets. Leftist guerril
las roam the cities and countryside 
alike, terrorizing public officials and 
business executives (see box). In the past 
two years, there have been more than 
200 kidnapings and about $80 million 
has been extorted in ransom money, 
chiefly from big business concerns. 
Some corporations, such as Coca-Cola 
and Otis Elevator, have evacuated their 
executives. Others, teary of foreign-in
vestment curbs as well as terrorism, 
have drafted contingency plans to clear 
out. Thousands of individuals, both for
eigners and Argentines, have already 
fled. The economy is blighted. Between 
Janu·ar and Mar,rtrec§st o livrng had 
risen 67%. Though emergency mea-

sures have arrested the climb for the 
moment, inflation remains a specter. 
Beef exports, the biggest source of in
come, hav_e slumped despite the fact 
that world markets are begging. 

Like the country, Peron, too, is ail
ing. Concerned about the condition of 
his heart, doctors have warned him that 
the rebirth of his political career could 
hasten his death. Just as ominous, 
though, is the problem that Per6n fac
e_s within his own political movement. 
That movement has become more ideo
logical, and it is sharply split between 
the right and the left. The rightists seem 
as loyal as ever, willing to follow el 
Lider virtually wherever he takes them. 
But the leftists, who include many 
youths barely born when Peron last led, 
are relying on him to create a "socialist 
fatherland." They give indications that 
they may settle for nothing less. "Per6n 
promised youth a revolution," warns 
Ernesto Giudice, 65, a member of the 
relatively conservative Communist Par
ty's central committee. "If he doesn't 
transform society quickly and funda
mentally, youth is going to do it-with 
or without him." 

Already the bitter division among 
the Peronistas has tarnished the old dic
tator's second coming. On the very day 

• he returned, less than three months ago, 
to live again in Argentina, the factions 
turned a mammoth welcoming party 
into a mutual massacre. More than 100 
people died and hundreds more were in
jured as rightist and leftist elements 
raked each other with gunfire in a huge 
meadow near Buenos Aires' Ezeiza Air
port. Fearing for his own s Per6n 
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