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Mr. Irvin Cohen 
P.O. Box 5855 
Baltimore, MD 21208 

Dear Mr. Cohen: 

August 9, 1984 

I am respondin to your August 2nd letter to Mr, Baruch Selah 
which you shared with ~e. I regret that you had difficulty in 
planning for the simcha of Thomas and Mitchell belnq called to 
the Torah at the Western lall. 

Rabbi Ben-Charin and his congregation are part of the World Union 
for Progressive Judaism. I do not have any supervfsory respon-
sibi 1 lttes ln regard to Rabbi Ben-Cherin. Therefore, I am takln!J 
the liberty of sharing your letter with the president and executive 
director of the World Union for Pro resslve Judaism so that they will 
be apprised of your concern. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Si ncer ly, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: WUPJ 

bee: Mro GerardDAniel 
Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 



... 

Rabbi Harold Salzmann 
Temple Anshe Amunim 
26 Broad Street 
Pittwfield, MA 01202 

Dear Harold: 

July 5, 1984 

I read your proposal for the World Union for Progressive 
Judaism in Tel Aviv. It makes a great deal of sense to 
me. Certainly I will support ft once this matter is raised 
within the councils of the WUPJ. I hope it will gain its 
approval! 

Warm regards adnd all good wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



PROPOS,\L FOR A WL1PJ CI:NTCR 1~ El. .-\U\" S 
HOTEL ~EIGHBORHOOD 

I NTRODUCTORY STATEME~T : 

Tel Aviv is the largest Jewish metropolit an area in the world. It is 
composed of a population of some two and a hal f million people, ninety-five 
percent of whom are Jewish. In all this are a the r e is hardly any visible evi­
dence that such a movement as Liberal Judaism exists. Thousands upon thousands 
of Jews stay at the local hotels, one of the most heavily concentrated Hotel 
regions of the world, and see no evidence whatsoever that liberal progressive 
Judaism exists in the Tel Aviv area. A goodly percentage, certainly 75 % of 
the visitors are from non-orthodox backgrounds. By concentrating all our Ref orm 
Jewish efforts in Jerusalem, we are failing to meet the needs and take advantage 
of the opportunities which are represented by the Tel Aviv area. Our presence in 
Jerusalem is vital but Tel Aviv is also a unique Jewish symbol --- the largest 
Jewish urban community in the history of our people and faith and our proposal is 
designed to set into motion a way to increase the strength and effectiveness of 
our movement not only in Tel Aviv but throughou t the len gth and breadth of the 
Land of Israel itself. 

PROPOSAL: 

We propose that we establish a WUPJ center in the immediate area of the 
major hotels of Tel Aviv. We suggest the rental of a groundfloorapartment, ha l l, 
or store which would serve several purposes: 

1) To "show the flag" of the Liberal-Reform-Progress i ve Jewish movement 
where hundreds of thousands of visitors can take note of our presence in 
Israel. 

2) To serve as an office which will be manned (staffed) by volunteers from 
Kedem Synagogue as well as retired or 'sabbatical visiting' rabbinical 
colleagues. The staff will make contact with visitors (especially those 
who are leaders and strong supporters of our congregational movement 
'chutz lo-oretz') whose rabbis will inform the Jerusalem office about 
their coming as well as their itineraries. The staff will try through 
personal contact with visiters to encourage them to attend services at 
Kedem on the Sabbath, to urge them to visit the Hebrew Union College when 
in Jerusalem (as well as Har El Synagogue), to suggest seein g our 
Kibbutzim in the Arava, to see the Leo Baeck School in Haifa, and to worship 
in Haifa's Or Chodosh Synagogue as well as wherever else our movement has 
established congregations. The staff (especially the Kedem volunteers) will, 
in general, try to be helpful in personal matters also, encouraging visitors 
to feel that here in the Tel Aviv area the Center and Kedem Synagogue is 
their 'religious' home away from home. 

3) The center will serve as an Information agency to disseminate literature, 
periodicals and reference material pertaining to our Liberal Jewish cause 
in Israel and elsewhere. A small library, too, might be established as part 
of the Center, stocked with books and literature about Liberal Judaism for 
tourists and resident Israelis. 



4) The Center will particularly encourage tourists and others to attend 
either the regular 5:30 p.rn. Sabbath eve service at Kedem and certainly 
the Sabbath morning one at 9:30 a.m. The Kedem service will incorporate 
sufficient English (whenever the congregational make-up so warrants) 
to accomodate the spiritual needs of tourist guests who may have only a 
limited knowledge of Hebrew. 
For tourists who so request, special Yahrzeit services will be arranged 
either at Kedem or the Center to accomodate this need at 5:30 p.m. 

5) The Center might also sponsor Oneg Shabats (as an extension of Kedem's 
outreach program) Friday and other festival evenings which would feature 
speakers and discussions about current Jewish issues, Israeli problems and 
happenings, etc. etc. Refreshments, of course, would be part of the social 
evening. 
From what we have been able to determine, there is a very large English 
speaking segment of the Israeli population, too, which would welcome such 
English-Hebrew programs. Tourists and visiters especially would prefer such 
late Friday evening 'religious' gatherings to sitting in the lobby or find­
ing some other kind of Friday night activity or amusement. 

6) The Center, if it is situated in an apartment set up, may provide housing in 
a limited way for the volunteer rabbi who may be visiting Israel or on 
Sabbatical (he may be living in Jerusalem or elsewhere other than T.A. and 
will need a place to stay if he is covering the Center for the Sabbath program.) 
We would suggest· that only rabbi-volunteers, who will give at least one 
month's service, would be permitted to 'live' at the Center. 

7) Another possible use for an apartment arrangement would be for HUC students 
who would spend Sabbaths in T.A., serving, of course, under the supervision 
of Kedem's Rabbi. 

8) The WUPJ Center, it must be understood, is not to conflict in any way with 
Kedem. It is to be basically an Information-Social Center which will be 
supervised and staffed by Kedem as an extension of its sacred mission to 
serve the cause of Liberal Judaism in the central Tel Aviv area. 

RESOURCES NECESSARY FOR CONCRETIZING THESE PROPOSALS: 

Costs: 

1) After researching rental and other costs, we have come up with a cost 
estimate of between $5200 to $8200 for providing for such a center. This 
figure does not include initial start up costs for furnishings. 

A breakdown of the aforementioned estimated totals of $5200 to $8200 
follows: 

a. 2 & 1/2 to 3 room apartments in the hotel area can be rented with 
telephones (according to Yehudit Noam of the Tur Va'aleh Department) 
from $250 to $500 per month. 

b. Telephone estimated cost is $50 per month. 

c. Gas estimated cost is $20 per month. 



, 

d . Electricity estimated cost of $30 per month. 

e. Cleanin g and upkeep cos t i s $1000 pe r year. 

TOTAL COSTS FOR CENTER: Approximately $5200 to $8200 per year. 

2) Staffing: 

a. Our CCAR now has a large number of retired rabbis who can be volunteer 
to spend anywhere from one to six months serving in this voluntary 
capacity. Salary would not be a consideration and perhaps the limited 
housing available at the Center would be sufficient to attract them (as 
well as the income tax deductions). 

b. Another source of rabbinical staffing would be those men who are 
presently living in Israel. 

c. A third source, as mentioned earlier, might be HUC students on week­
end assignments. 

d. Non-rabbinic help would come from members of Kedem and other lay 
people who might want to serve the cause of non-orthodox Judaism in 
Israel. Given the large numbers of idealistic people in Israel, we 
might be pleasantly surprised by the quantity and quality of such lay 
volunteers. 

3) Financing: 

a. Our CCAR has no on-going project in Israel and this may well attract 
it, especially if it can be tied into the retirement program which 
Paul Gorin has been so active in establishing. A modest out-lay of 
between $10,000. to $15,000. a year only would be required. 

b. An even more important source of funding, as we envision it, would 
come through voluntary gifts from people visiting the Center and 
from monies raised 'back home' through the efforts of our retired 
rabbinic volunteers who would enthusiastically push their 'new' 
cause as a consequence of their experience and service here in Israel. 

c. ARZA certainly, too, might be encouraged to play a 
funding role. 

CONCLUSION: 

Our proposal for establishing a WUPJ Center, as an extension of Kedem 
Synagogue is essential to our cause not only in Tel Aviv but for our movement as a 
whole in Israel. Tel Aviv, with all due respect to Jerusalem, is the largest 
Jewish metropolis in the world, and it is critical to our movement as a whole 
that we expand and strengthen our effort here. 
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\NORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISN\ 

Office of the President 

May 21, 1984 
MAB-1364 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Pres. 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Alex, 

.. 

Please reply to: 
Box F 
New Roch 10801 

~\) 
I am rushing this letter to you so that you have it in hand 
prior to your meeting with Dick this Tuesday. Firstly, let 
me respond to your letter of April 30, following our very good 
meeting in your office. Thank you for making the President of 
the World Union an ex-officio Member of the UAHC Board. This 
is certainly a good symbolic gesture in the direction of true 
partnership. 

You, as President of the UAHC, are a Vice President of the World 
Union, and at the next Governing Body meeting in November in 
London, we will I am sure, pass a resolution without any dif­
ficulty to make the Chairman of the Board of the UAHC a perma­
nent Member of the Governing Board. Would, that you or the 
Chairman of the UAHC Board give us a report at our Governing 
Body meeting. I have invited in the past both you and Don Day 
to no avail. Let us start a new chapter and let me invite you 
and Chuck, not only to attend the Governing Body meeting in Lon­
don, November 8 through 12, but also give us a major address on 
the directions of our North American Movement, the Motherlode of 
us all. It would indeed be a good beginning. 

Here are some comments on monetary matters discussed during 
our meeting: 

1. Concerning the portion of Dick Hirsch's salary paid by the 
Union, I hope that your meeting on Tuesday with Dick will re­
sult in a clear understanding so that future Leadership gen­
erations find a clear record and arrangement in our books. Not 
being involved in the World Union at the time of Dick's Aliyah, 
I cannot contribute anything to this matter. 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel • 02-234-748 



WUPJ - Page 2 

2. Regarding Shared Services, I presume that the percentage t~at 
is charged to us of all the Services, includes quite a few 
Services which the World Union does not make use of. You told 
me that the total Services supplied to us amount to $29,500 and 
that we are only charged one third. The financial statement of 
the UAHC lists the two thirds already as a support item for the 
World Union, as it does for the UAHC ptotion of Dick's salary. 

In what way did you and Chuck want to change this item which 
already is listed as a support item? Would it be possible to 
establish the real amount of Services that the World Union is 
receiving? 

3. UAHC Israel Youth Activities 

Our agreement of April 28, 1980 stipulates that $35,000 are to 
be taken from the first funds received by the World Union from 
the $5.00 Campaign. (Originally, this was an ARZA commitment.) 
The collections from the $5.00 Campaign have dwindled down to 
their present level of about $13,000, and we are crediting the 
UAHC with the amounts collected, less 12%. (In the light of 
ARZA's indebtedness to the Union, even the diminishin~ revenue 
still turns out to be a better deal for the UAHC if one adds 
up the sums of money paid since July 1, 1980 till July 1, 1983.) 

ARZA's penetration into so many Congregations has made the 
$5.00 Family Campaign largely redundant. We should, however, 
come to a definite conclusion as to the future fate of this 
Campaign with effect of July 1, 1983, since the present ar­
rangement terminated at that date. 

4. Re Mitzpe-Har Chalutz. I strongly reiterate my statement 
on the occasion of our meeting, that at no time did the World 
Union undertake any financial commitment. This I confirmed 
in my letter of August 17, to which you responded August 25. 

5. I enclose an Audited Statement for the New York office of 
the World Union by our auditors, Loeb and Troper. Our auditor 
in Israel is preparing the Jerusalem financial statements and 
he cabled me a few days ago that we should have such a statement 
within the next few weeks. A copy will go to you and Chuck 
just as soon as received. 



WUPJ - Page 3 

Just a few words concerning the financial situation of the 
World Union. We are carrying financially, both from here and 
Jerusalem, all of the salaries of our Rabbis, all the support 
to our Congregations, the total expenditure for our rapidly 
growing Israel Youth Movement, the Camps and so much more. Be­
tween Israel and New York, with a sprinkling of support from 
South Africa, Australia and England, the World Union invests 
about $400,000 every year into our Movement in Israel. 

You know how painfully difficult it is to raise here $275,000 
from individuals with a small organization like ours for oper­
ations. The fact that we have some restricted funds, doesn't 
help us one bit in coming up month after month with the support 
money for Israel. The extremely slow growth of our Congregation­
al Movement in Israel, even though not just caused by financial 
shortages, certainly could be helped greatly if we had more money 
to spend on Congregational Developments. It pains me, therefore, 
if the impression seems to exist that the World Union has plenty 
of money. Just three days ago, we voted to authorize taking 
some loans for salaries only because we ran completely, but com­
pletely, out of money and without the loans would not be able 
to pay next month's salary to our Rabbis in Israel. 

In this light, I really feel that our repayment of the substan­
tial debts that I found when I took office to the Union, should 
be counted heavily to our "zechuth". 

As far as the Rest of the World is concerned, our problems are 
not monetary, but manpower. A few of us have sweated out our 
"kishkes" to get more Rabbis on board for almost everywhere, 
but especially South America and France. For South America, 
it paid off handsomely and now, year after year, we have new 
Candidates coming on board to study at HUC and going back to 
serve in their homelands. 

I hope that we can put to bed at another meeting in the near 
future all outstanding problems (if any) and see a much great­
er involvement of the UAHC in the world of the World Union. 
Our North American Board is working on an ambitious program to 
bring the International Reform World into the North American 
Reform Communities and only good will come from this for both 
sides. 

My be~t regards, cc PROGRESSIVE 

Gerard Daniel 

GD:MAB 
CC: Mr. Charles Rothschild 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

JUDAISM 
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AJF's B&P Women plans 
fall programs for careerists 

The Business and Professional 
Women of the Atlanta Jewish Feder­
ation will initiate a series of events 
with "Wardrobe Options for Career 
Women", on Thursday, Sept. 12, 
at the Standard Club. 

::, __________________________ _ 

The program will feature Harriet 
Coen, one of Atlanta's first innova­
tors in wardrobe coordination and 
a fashion consultant for more than 
13 years. Ms. Coen will present a 
selection of current furs and fash­
ions and advise on maintaining an 
updated professional appearance. 

We deliver more: .. 
than just a car. 

The evening will include a net­
working hour, beginning at 5:45 
p. m., with the fashion presentation 
at 7 p.m. Cost for the event is 
$5.00. Reservations can be made 
by mailing a check to the Atlanta 
Jewish Federation, 1753 Peachtree 
Road, Atlanta, Georgia 30309, At­
tention: Nancy Jacobson. 

• CERTIFIED MECHANICS 

• HUGE PARTS INVENTORY 

• PAINT AND BODY SHOP 

• LEASING DEPARTMENT 
(ALL MAKES & MODELS) 

• RENTAL CARS AVAILABLE 

• COURTEOUS PERSONNEL 

• ALL DEPARTMENTS 
OPEN SATURDAY 

SPREEN 
TOYOTA 

4900 BUFORD HIGHWAY 

• F!e,scrierW1l5':!!"I PeekEnteror ,se.s l r'lc 19i7 

The programming committee for 
this event includes Shelley Gaynes, 
chairwoman; Edythe Scherer 
Hecht, Miriam Strickman Levitas, 
Lisa Rinzler, Lynne Sadler and 
Susan Wolff. 

Plans in progtess for additional 
programming for the Business and 
Professional Women of the Atlanta 
Jewish Federation include a series 
of networking dinners addressing 
issues of interest and concern to 
Jewish career women. Wendy Lud­
wig and Ronnie Jaffe as co-chairwo­
men have planned dinners on the 
following dates: Oct. 15, Dec. 3, 
Feb. 18, and April 8. The October 
dinner will include a panel of travel 
agents who will discuss "The Travel­
ing Woman: Where and How to 
Go On Your Own." 

CHAMBLEE, GA 30341 458-8601 Morene Seldes is vice president 
of the Federation Women's Coun-
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NOW OPEN .... 
King Springs Villa~. Luxury Retirement Community 

EYery feature of thi, unique -Just a few of many features at 
retirement community has been King Sprin)l~ Village ... all 
designed to provide graciou~. rnvcred by one monthly check. 
independent living at affordable 

n prbiecderso. om apartrnent·. u "Beautiful studio. on: and two-

~ 
"Totally electric kitchens 
"Balconies or patios 
"Weekly maid and linen service 
"Delicious meab ~crvcd in ,1n 

. ~ elegant dining room 
"24-hour emergency service 
"Planned transportation to and 

~ 
from shopping. doctor~. offices, 
etc. 

"Vt1riou~ rcnc,1 ti onal Yacilitie~. 
1nd ud1ng an indoor pool and 

Z I 

Please call or stop by for a personal tour 

~ 
King Springs Villa~ 

Luxury Retirement Community 
404 King Springs Village Pkwy. 

Smyrna, Georgia 

(404) 432-4444 

Owned By: Henry '&' Barbara Grossberg 
Israel'&' Yetra Goldberg 

Kosher Meals Available Upon Request 

No Entrance - No Endowr-

- ,c 1<-===>-cu-c::=:::)C,c►►==:::)C◄t<~===>-cn-c::=:::)C,c--==:>-cc1►c=:,.-... -

Planning for the Business and Professional Women's event are (left to 
right) Lisa Rinzler, Shelley Gaynes, Edythe Scherer Hecht and Miriam 
Strickman Levitas. 

cil/Business and Professional Wo­
men. The steering committee in­
cludes: Irene Aronin, Frances 
Bunzl, Shelley Gaynes, Eve Gold­
stein, Nancy Isenberg, Ronnie Jaffe, 
Barbara Klineman, Judy Kogon, 
Fritzi Lainoff, Jane Lefco, Dr. 
Elaine Levin, Miriam Levitas, Lin­
da Lincoln, Sandy London, Wendy 

Ludwig, Barbara Mays, Rachel 
Miller, Lisa Rinzler, Edythe Scher­
er-Hecht, Morene Seldes and Ed­
ith Steindler. 

For more information about up­
coming Band P events, or to make 
reservations for"Wardrobe Options 
for Career Women," contact Nancy 
Jacobson at 873-1661. 

Polish TV, theaters to air 
nine-hour film on Holocaust 

by Edwin Eytan 

PARIS (JT A)-Poland will show 
both on television and in cinemas 
the nine-hour film "Shoah," which 
describes in painful detail the hor­
rors of the Holocaust and recalls 
some of the worst incidents of local 
collaboration with thi; Nazi authori­
ties. 

The screening of the film, first 
decried by the Warsaw government 

as "anti-Polish propaganda," was 
announced by the Polish govern­
ment spokesman, Jerzy Urban. The 
film's director and producer, Claude 
Lanzmann, confirmed in Paris that 
he has reached an agreement with 
the Polish government. 

Lanzmann said that the Polish 
authorities wanted to show only 
parts of the film on television, 
arguing that nine hours is too long 
even for a serialization. When Lanz­
man refused this offer, apparently 
fearing that some of the scenes dec­
rying Polish collaborators might 
be cut, Warsaw suggested showing 
a shortened version on television 
and the entire film in one or more 
cinemas. He said he has agreed to 
this formula. 

When the film was first screener • 
in France, the Polish press charge· 
it with carrying anti-Polish pror 
ganda. 

Atlanta ha: 
a Jewis~ 

Bookstr 
Oversor 
in sto,· 

p 



Shearith Israel hosts 
kiddush for new rabbi 

Members of Congregation Shear­
ith Israel recently hosted a special 
kiddush welcoming their new spir­
itual leader, Rabbi Judah Kogen, 
and his family. 

Rabbi Kogen was ordained by 
the Jewish Theological Seminary 
of America where he also received 
his B.H.L. and M.A. degrees in 
Talmud and rabbinics. He also 
holds an M.A. degree from Colum­
bia University in ancient Semitic 
languages and is currently a candi­
date for a Ph.D. at Columbia. 

As a rabbinical student and after 
his ordination, Rabbi Kogen taught 
synagogue skills which included 
cantorial, Torah reading and High 
Holiday Liturgy at the Theological 
Seminary of America. He was also 
a lecturer at Hebrew College in 
Brookline, Mass. for three years. 
He has served congregations in 
Linden, N.J ., Philadelphia and Swamp­
scott, Mass. 

Judah Kogen 

Rabbi Kogen and his wife Lisa 
have three children, Shira, Ilana 
and Abigail. 

:Torah. 
thoughts· 

The powers of wealth 
Adapted from the works of Rabbi Menachcm M. 
Schnccrson, the Lubavitcher Rebbc, by Rabbi Yossi 

New, Chabad of Georgia 

There is a comment m the Talmud 
that Rabbi Judah The Prince used 
to honor all wealthy persons. It 
seems rather strange and unbecom­
ing for a Torah sage and leader to 
honor a person for his mere mate­
rial accumulations. First of all, 
wealth may be obtained without 
any particular effort, as through 
inheritance, etc. Secondly, as we 
see all too often, wealth can bring 
one to arrogance and haughtiness. 
Surely, there are more virtuous 
qualities in a person to honor?! 

RabbiJudah The Prince was the 
codifier o_f the Mishnah, the basis 
of the entire Oral Torah, and was 
fabulously wealthy. It cannot there­
' ore be suspected that he honored 

>i.e wealthy to curry favor among 
;:m, nor that his actions did not 
rror his true inner feelings. 
w'hat then did Rabbi Judah see 
he possession of wealth that he 
-ned it worthy of honor? It was 
nerely the good accomplished 

1is wealth, for the mitzvot 
'therewith made him de­

'1onor- not the wealth 
,au per doing mitzvot 

or. 
~s well aware 

the result of 

Rabbi Schneerson 

"my power and the strength of my 
hand" (Deut. 8: 17-18); the Torah 
specifically forbids one to enter­
tain such a notion. He recognized 
that one who is the possessor of 
wealth was sin'gled out by the Al­
mighty to be ' rich. 

There is a well-known dictum, 
"He (G-d) does not demand more 
than they (each individual Jew) are 
capable of doing." Ra_bbi Judah 
knew that wealth can cause one to 
be lax or even forsake his obliga­
tions to G-d and man. However, he 
was sure that if G-d had bestowed 
upon a person this wealth- with 
the strong temptation inherent in 
it-he also granted him enormous 
powers to withstand this inclina­
tion. From his own experience as a 
rich man, Rabbi Judah realized 
that tremendous strength is needed 
to prevent a person from being 
misled by his affluence. He knew 
the extent of his own struggle to 
reach the level where he was able to 
testify, "I have not enjoyed of this 
world even to the smallest degree." 

Therefore, Rabbi Judah honored 
the rich person- not for his wealth 
but only for the great spiritual 
powers which were deposited within 
him by G-d .. 

·~ndparents! 
'lutiful bouquet of 
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ORDER THESE THREE GREAT 
KOSHER COOKBOOKS 

·{t) 
a• t{ 

/r".:. ' J: 
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TODAY! 
Now, you can have your very own 3-book set 
of "Fannie's Favorites", containing over 700 
tn·ed -and-true Kosher recipes. Recipes that 
will delight your family and make your 
mealtime preparation simple. Kosher and 
non• Kosher households alike will love these 
delicious entrees, appetizers , soups, salads, 
kugels , desserts, and a whole lot more . 

NOT AVAILABLE IN BOOKSTORES, 
this unique set of Dairy, Meat and Holz'day 
cookbooks can now be at your fingertips . 
The 3 books are conveniently sized (5 ½ "x 
8 ½ ") for easy handling and each is spiral 
bound to lie flat so you 'll never lose your 
place. 

ORDER YOUR OWN SET TODAY. 
Fannie's favorite recipes run from the tradi­
tional - Stuffed Kreplachs. Cheese Blintzes 
and Gefilte Fish - to the elegant - Stuffed 
Breast of Veal , Perch Florentine and Baked 
Mushroom Ca napes - all kitchen tested and 
all strictly Kosher. Each book includes over 
200 recipes plus a table of contents and 
recipe index . In addition, included in the 
Holiday cookbook is a convenient master in­
dex that cross -references the recipes of all 
three books . 

DON'T LET ANOTHER DAY - OR 
ANOTHER MEAL go by without ordering 
your very own 3-book set of "Fannie's 
Favorites". Keep th e set for IO days and if 
not fully satisfied , return the set in good 
condition for a full refund. 

For fast, fa st delivery of your own 3· book set 
of "Fannies·s Favorites", fill out and return 
the coupon below with your check or money 
order for $14 .95 plus $1 .40 for shipping and 
handling. 

,-------------------------~------------~ I E 'S COOKBOOK ORDER FORM I 
I ::::" Yes, I want all of "Fannie's Favorites" at my fingertips. Send me the three-book set, immediately. I 
I NAME--------------,--...,.....,...,--------------- I 
I ~-- I 
I ADDRESS ---------------------------- I 

• • CITY ________________ STATE _________ ZIP ______ I 
I I I D Enclosed is my check or money order for S ______ ($14.95 a set plus SJ.40 per set for shipping) for __ set(s) . I 
I Charg,, to my r:J \'ISA r:J MASTERCARD card# ______________ Expiration Date _____ I 

--------------------------------------~ ~ Yes, I want to send a gift of "Fannie's Favorites" ! Please send a gift set of "Fannie's Favorites" to: 

NAME NAME 

ADDRESS ADDRESS _______________ _ 

CITY _______ STAT ____ ZIP __ CITY _______ STAT..._ ___ ZIP __ 

Gift Card from ______________ _ Gift Card from ______________ _ 

[l Enclosed cs mv check or money order for S _____ (Sl4.95 a set plus $1.40 per set for shipping) for __ set(s). 

Charge t0 my " \'ISA ~ MASTERCARD card•• ______________ Expiration Date-

Send this roupon onier forn1 a.Jong- ,.;LI, mur chec!. or money onkr (pavable to " Fannie's Favorites") to: 

Fannie's Cookbooks, The Southern Israelite; P.O. Box 77388; Atlanta, GA 30357 

Please allow 3-5 weeks fo r delivery 

-----------------------------------~ 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel Tel. (02) 234-748, (02) 232-444 .,v 

Office of Executive Director 

I 

BALANCES AS OF APRIL 30, 1984 

ISRAEL GENERAL BANK LTD: 

WUPJ - GENERAL 30179 

SHEKELS 
U.S. DOLLARS 

WUPJ - GENERAL 30189 

SHEKELS 
U.S. DOLLARS 
STATE OF ISRAEL BONDS 

CREDIT 

$ 49,316.65 

IS 489.90 
$ 13,485.29 
$ 2,500.-

* * * * * * * * * * * 

WUPJ - KEREN KEDEM 32195 

SHEKELS 
U.S. DOLLARS 
EURO DOLLAR BONDS 

* BAWK ERROR TO BE CORRECTED 

$ 80,156.63 
$ 165,300.-

13 111 7':il'.lil ·n1 

□ •':i\!117' 

MAY 15, 1984 

DEBIT 

IS -820,322.30 

* IS - 23,598.36 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel Tel. (02) 234-748, (02) 232-444 .'iv 

Office of Executive Director 

ISRAEL GENERAL BANK: 

WUPJ - KEREN KIBBUTZ 30180 

SHEKELS 
U.S. DOLLARS 

WUPJ - KEREN KIBBUTZ 30190 

SHEKELS 
U.S. DOLLARS 
BRITISH POUNDS 
CANADI!i:N DOLLARS 
DUTCH FLORINS 

- 2 -

CREDIT 

$ 59,687.07 

IS 1,037.28 
$ 483,646.74 
I, 2,160.71 

CAN$ 1,665.22 
HFL 3,214.69 

DEBIT 

13 111 1'mi1 •n1 

o>',-e,17, 

IS -41,832.79 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel Tel. (02) 234-748, (02) 232-444 .,v 

Office of Executive Director 

- 3 -

ISRAEL GENERAL BANK (CONT'D) 

WUPJ- WORLD EDUCATION CENTER 32831 

SHEKELS 
J].S. DOLLARS 
EURO DOLLAR BONDS 

II JEWISH AGENCY 

WUPJ - WORLD EDUCATION CENTER 

U.S. DOLLARS 

III 1ST INTERNATIONAL BANK OF ISRAEL -
KEREN SHPEIER 

U.S. DOLLARS 

CREDIT 

IS 32,264.67 
$ 63,289.39 
$ 46,550.-

$ 101,218.75 

$ 138,364.75 

DEBIT 

o 1 11 1'mil ·n1 
o>';,~17, 



Ben Kamin, travel 

Memorial Fdn. dues 

Tovia Ben Chorin, salary 

Robt. Samuels salary 

Richard Hirsch, salary 

M:>she Zemer, salary 

Travel expense Rabbi Hirsch 

Ben Kamin, expenses for month 

Shipping expenses 

Blue Cross/Blue Shield 

Mildred Hurwitz, salary 

Ben Kamin, salary 

Ben Kamin, Parsonage 

Rabbis health plan 

RB:tlt, Jerusalem office 

liad Artzi 

Rabbinical pension plan 

Bank charges 

UAHC shared services 

Office supplies & Staty 

Secretarial expense 

Tel & Tel 

Misc. exp. 

Advertising 

FICA exp. 

TOTAL 

WUPJ EXPENSES FOR 1984 

January 

696.48 

1894.75 

1532.41 

2713. 75 

2404.88 

561.89 

12.50 

1280.00 

1583.33 

1250.00 

100.00 

465.00 

3317.00 

6828.45 

1.10 

4071.95 

531.00 

98.91 

- 250.00 

500.00 

$30,093.40 

February 

494 83 

1894.75 

1532.41 

2713. 75 

2404.88 

1305.67 

260.00 

85.20 

560.00 

1583.33 

1250.00 

100.00 

465.00 

3317.00 

9783.00 

103.67 

.' 89~60 

27,943.09 

March 

100 

1894.75 

1705.34 

2713.75 

2678.68 

1619.52 

149.50 

88.85 

640.00 

1583.33 

1250.00 

100.00 

465.00 

3317.00 

59.55 

3675.22 

805.50 

194.53 

39.20 

23,078.72 

April 

1510.01 

1500.00 

1894.75 

1532.41 

2713.75 

2404.88 

38.00 

480.00 

1583.33 

1250.00 

100.00 

465.00 

3317.00 

20.88 

44.80 

18,854.81 

-
' 
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Executive Committee 

LOEB & TROPER 

CERTIF I ED PUBLIC ACCOUNTAN T S 

2 7 0 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK , N . Y . 10016 

2 12 - 889 - 7880 

CA BL E " L O T ROP E " 

The World Union for Progressive Judaism, Ltd. 

We have examined the balance sheet of the New York office of The World 

Union for Progressive Judaism, Ltd. as of December 31, 1983 and the related 

statements of support, revenue, expenses, grants and changes in fund balances 

and of changes in financial position for the year then ended. Our examination 

was made in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, and accor-

dingly included such tests of the accounting records and such other auditing 

procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances. 

In our opinion, the aforementioned financial statements present fairly 

the financial position of the New York office of The World Union for Progressive 

Judaism, Ltd. as of December 31, 1983, and the results of its operations and 

changes in its financial position for the year then ended in conformity with 

generally accepted accounting principles applied on a basis consistent with that 

of the preceding year. 

Information presented for the year ended December 31, 1982 is presented 

for comparative purposes only and were extracted from the financial statements 

for that year, on which an unqualified opinion dated March 7, 1983 was expressed. 

Our examination was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the 

basic financial statements taken as a whole. The supplemental information 

included in Schedules 1 through 3 is presented for purposes of additional analy-

sis and is not a required part of the basic financial statements. Such 



-2-

information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the exami-

nation of the basic financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated 

in all material respects in relation to the basic financial statements taken as 

a whole. 

u~,~ 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

March 15, 1984 

LOEB & TROPER 



THE WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM, LTD. 
NEW YORK OFFICE 

BALANCE SHEET 

DECEMBER 31, 1983 
(With Comparative Totals for 1982) 

ASSETS 

Cash 

Investments in marketable securities (Note 
Certificates of deposit and other short-

term investments .. 
State of Israel bonds 
Other bonds and notes 

Prepaid expenses 
Loans receivable 

Interfund receivables (payables) 

Total assets 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES 

Liabilities 
Bank loan payable on demand (Note 4) 
Accounts payable 

1 ) 

Due to Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Total liabilities 

Fund balances (Exhibit B) 

Total liabilities and 
fund balances 

General 
Operating 

Fund 

$ 86,919 

76,595 
39,050 
10,000 
3,500 

48,701 

(48,381) 

$216,384 

$ 5,000 
8,197 

51,721 

64,918 

151,466 

$216,384 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statements. 

LOEB & TROPER 

EXHIBIT A 

1 9 8 3 
Restricted Funds Leo Baeck School 

Leo Baeck Endowment T o t a 1 s 
School Others Funds 1983 1982 

$33,144 $ 120,063 $ 80,359 

$458,385 $287,470 822,450 467,848 
28,500 67,550 33,800 

55,000 65,000 
3,500 3,050 

48,701 16,498 

4,379 51,375 (7,373) 

$37,523 $538,260 $335,097 $1,127,264 $601,555 

$ 5,000 $ 5,000 
8,197 1,008 

51,721 73,029 

64,918 84,037 

$37,523 $538,260 $335,097 1,062,346 517,518 

$37,523 $538,260 $335,097 $1,127,264 $601,555 



THE WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM, LTD. 

NEW YORK OFFICE 

SCHEDULE OF CHANGES IN RESTRICTED FUND BALANCES 

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1983 

Balances 
December 31, 

Leo Baeck School Fund $ 2,540 

Caroline Greenfield Scholarship 

Fund 

Ben Paul Brasely Foundation 
Scholarship Fund 

Total Leo Baeck School Funds 2,540 

.. 

Kedem Synagogue and Community 
Center Building Funds 177,592 

Beth Shlomo-Windmiller Fund 32,705 

Rabbi David Wise Fund 

Kivie Kaplan Fund 128,779 

Rabbi Jacob K. Shankman Fund 53,261 

Youth Hostel Fund 

$394,877 

LOEB & TROPE.R 

1982 

SCHEDULE 2 

Transfers from 
Leo Baeck School Investment Expenses and Balances 

Contributions Endowm~nt Fund Income Distributions December 31, 1983 

$210,942 $193,031 $ 20,451 

26,468 $ 9,220 21,569 14,119 

2,953 2,953 

237,410 12,173 214,600 37,523 

46,025 $ 9,256 232,873 

100 3,981 4,900 31,886 

21,025 83 21,108 

$10,704 139,483 

4,089 4,153 61,503 

58,907 7,500 51,407 

$367,556 $12,173 $28_, 177 $227,000 $575,783 
=- :WW 



1 9 8 3 
General Restricted Funds Leo Baeck School 

Operating Leo Baeck Endowment T o t a 1 s 

Fund School Others Funds 1983 1982 

Funds provided 
Excess (deficiency) of support and 

revenue over expenses and grants 
(Exhibit B) $ 28,825 34,983 $145,923 $335,097 $ 544,828 $(36,384) 

Change in interfund balances 60,963 (11,991) (56,345) 7,373 

Total funds provided 89,788 22,992 89,578 342,470 544,828 (36,384) 

Funds used 
Increase in receivables and 

prepaid expenses 32,653 32,653 1,904 

Decrease in accounts payable 19,119 19,119 29,693 

Total funds used 51, 772 .. 51,772 31 , 597 

Net increase (decrease) in cash and 
marketable securities 38,016 22,992 89,578 342,470 493,056 (67,981) 

Cash and marketable securities -

December 31, 1982 174,548 10,152 397,307 582,007 649,988 

Cash and marketable securities -
December 31, 1983 $212,564 $ 33 I 144 $486,885 $342,470 $1,075,063 $582,007 -- =-

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statements, 

LOEB & TROPER 
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Rabbi Jacob K. Shankntan 
T•ple Israel 
1000 Plnebrook lou1evanl 
New Rochelle, NY 1080lt 

lar Jake: 

Hay 10. 1,81t 

Thank you for your letur of Nay a. Your -,laMtlOA certainly casts 
a different 1 lght on die diwk emn■-t which was Included In the sumury 
of the Executive CC111ahtee 11Ntl119. 

l think that your CCMDents give further substance to the desirability of 
what I was trying to achieve at out aost receru Netlng with Jerry Daniel: 
to estab1 lsh SON deffnl te M wllah wfl I CORltlC'Ute the Union's contribu­
tion to the World Union for Progr.easlv: J..-1111. The present errangt11Nnt 1 which callt for a partial waiving f thlnct sen,lces and for the paYINftt of 
a substantf•I portion of Dick's ••lary, •"' •11 of the other additional pay• 
Nnts to which I allude In ■y tettttr. efld a11 of dais on top of the direct 
subvention, 1eads to the la,resslon tqt we are doing precious little when, 
In fact, the UnlOII has tROre th1141 Mt 1ts obligation to the WUPJ and It Is 
Just not fair. So let e¥erythlng be ataove the table and not below the 
tabte tole1ha6fa1beN pooket,ockets. 

WI th warm regards f rm house to house, I am 

Sincerely, 

cc: Gerard Daniel 
Rabbi Richard;. Hirsch 
Charles J. ftothschlld, Jr. 

Alexander H. Schindler 
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838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel• 02-234-748 

May 8, 1984 
ALS-2280 

Dr. Alexander Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Alex: 

It is with a sense of no little chagrin that I have 
your letter of May 2, referring to remarks attributed 
to me and contained in the "Summary of Notes Taken at 
the Executive Committee Meeting of the W.U.P.J. on 
April 25 11

, and I am happy to have the opportunity to 
respond to your request for clarification. 

May I say at the outset that I am sure you must have been 
struck by the childish and amateurish nature of these 
"Notes", even as I was, and my outrage was probably 
even greater than yours because of the imprecision and 
inaccuracies contained therein. 

I knew that others besides me have complained of mis­
quotation, and I feel sure that these notes will be 
recalled and nullified and that they will be replaced 
by a corrected version. 

As for my remarks, I did not say that we should 
"reinstate an Executive Committee in Israel". What 
I said was that some yea:r:sago (probably 25) and for 
some time we used to have a Committee _Q.!l Israel (as 
we had for Latin America) and a Chairman for that 
committee from our Executive. The late Jay Kaufman 
(Zal) served in that capacity. I did, too. But after 
the transfer of our headquarters to Israel, the major 
responsibility was delegated to Dick Hirsch. It was, 
therefore, my feeling that it was desirable to recon­
stitute this Committee for purposes of communication 
and information. I did not say that "maybe Rabbi Hirsch 
should have an assistant", nor could I even for a second 
have entertained such a thought. 



May 8, 1984 
ALS-2280 - Page 2 

Now, to come to what I consider the most inaccurate record of my 
words, as found on page 3 of this "Summary": my question to Mr. 
Daniel was a response question seeking a report concerning dis­
cussions between Gerry Daniel, as President of the W.U.P.J. and 
you, as President of the U.A.H.C., concerning our financial 
relations, our indebtedness, and the procedures involved in 
liquidating our indebtedness. Any reference attributed to me 
about the U.A.H.C. "not living up to its obligation regarding 
funds to the W.U." is completely in error, out of context, and 
distorted. I was referring to the U.A.H.C.'s assumption of an 
original obligation of $25,000 annually as a constituent member 
of the N.A. Board (this goes back to 1958 or 1959, I believe). 
This was a financial commitment made at that time and observed 
initially in good faith. In that period, when I served as Chair­
man of the W.U. Executive and subsequently as President, I made 
repeated public acknowledgments of the W.U.'s indebtedness and 
gratitude to the U.A.H.C. for granting us not only this indis­
pensable sum of money but also rent-free facilities at 838, and 
the incalculable advantages of using the staff and resources of 
the U.A.H.C. without any cost to us. I have never minimized the 
degree of my appreciation and you will find my grateful statements 
in all the official records of the W.U. and in all my reports, 
without exception. The text of the summary is thus in grave error. 

Where the U.A.H.C. failed - and it did fail - was when it 
unilaterally reduced that initial commitment of $25,000 to $18,000 
without discussion of consultation with the W.U. and that $18,000 
grant remained constant for some time, until it was later revised 
upward, as you wrote to $22,000. It was in this sense only that 
I said the U.A.H.C. had not lived up to its original obligation 
to the w.u. 

Let me say, parenthetically, that I don't know the figures of the 
W.U. 's indebtedness to the U.A.H.C. All I know is that the debt 
escalated alarmingly under Youdovin and that we were concerned to 
reduce it as fully and as quickly as possible, and I believe that 
this has been achieved. But I must add that there is quite a gap 
between the $100,000 and $200,000 you mention, and that these 
figures are both subject to interpretation and discussion. 



May 8, 1984 
ALS-2280 - Page 3 

On this score then, and with the above exception I have never 
stopped being grateful to the U.A.H.C. for its manifold financial 
and other contributions to the welfare and growth of our organ­
ization. 

Let me conclude by reaffirming my own thoughts and position. I 
have always felt that I am part of our great Reform Movement. It 
embraces a Seminary, a Rabbinical Conference, a Union of Congrega­
tions, and the World Union. I am unwaveringly loyal to all these 
separate agencies and organizations, of our Movement and support 
them (and shall continue to do so) to the best of my power and 
ability in thought, deed, and substance. This commitment will 
never be diminished. 

I trust that this is the "clarification" you request, and I thank 
you for giving me this opportunity. 

With my best personal wishes and cordial greetings 

Ever sincerely, 

Jacob~n 
JKS :als 
cc: Gerard Daniel 

Charles J. Rothschild, Jr. 
Rabbi Richard Hirsch 



Rabbi Jacob K. Shankman 
Temple Israel 
1000 Pinebrook Blvd. 
New Rochelle, NY 10804 

Dear Jack: 

May 2, 1984 

In reviewing the summary of what took place at the recent Executive 
meeting of the World Union for Progressive Judaism> I noted that you 
made some colilllents to the effect "that the UAHC had not lived up to 
its obligation regarding funds to the World Union. 11 I really would 
appreciate your clarifying that statement for it seems to me that we 
have been overly generous. 

When Maurice, ol v ha'shalom, served as president of the WUPJ we had 
just increased our subsidy from $18,000 to $22,000. Moreover, we have 
added to this sum by paying at least 50% of Dick's salary, deducting 
two-thirds of the fair shared services charges from the World Union 
bill, paid for pro9rams in Israel for which the World Union initially 
assumed respons1bil1ty and then dropped them into our laps. and assumed 
responsibility for programs through the Youth movement which more 
properly should be the responsibility of the World Union. Our total 
annual expenditure for these things well exceed $100,000 a year and is 
probably closer to the $200,000 mark. 

In the lioht of all this and much more, you can imagine how pained I am 
with your recorded statement, that the l.lAHC had not lived up to its 
obligation regarding funds to the World Union. I would much appreciate 
either a clarification or some sort of correction. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Gerard Daniel 
Charles J. Rothschild, Jr. 
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838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 I 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel• 02-234-748 

SUMMARY OF NOTES TAKEN AT EXECUI'IVE ·coMMITIEE MEETING, 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 1984 

In attendance: Rabbi Benjamin A. Kamin, Rabbi David Wice, 
Mr. Morton Kemper, Judge Bnil Baar, Rabbi Jacob Shankman, 
Mr. Matthew Ross, Mrs. Ruth Daniel, Mr. Gerard Daniel, 
Ms. Eleanor Schwartz, Dr. Jane Evans, Mrs. Nonna Levitt, 
Mr. David Belin, Fritz Bamberger, Mr. Charles Petschek, 
Mr. Ted Broida, Staff: Jamie Michal Perkins 

The meeting came to order at 2:30 p.rn. 

Mr. Matthew Ross, Chainnan, started the meeting by calling 
on Rabbi Wice to deliver the Invocation. 

Rabbi Ben Kamin briefed the connnittee by introducing our 
newly elected Chainnan of the North American Board, Mr. 
David Belin. He also discussed briefly the North American 
Board weekend that took place in Florid.a. 

David Belin thanked everyone at the meeting, and spoke 
about how excited he was to have the position and would 
work very hard to get the programs and activities of the 
World Union more recognized. 

Matthew Ross then spoke about meetings he had had that 
rooming at the Essex House with Rabbi Kamin, David Belin 
and the Daniels. He then asked Mr. Daniel to give his 
report. 

Mr. Daniel spoke about the Kedern Synagogue and how the 
District Connnittee had approved the building to be used 
as a Synagogue. Also discussed technical problems with 
the structure. Explained that the building was not 
considered a nonnal building because it is a Synagogue. 
There is going to be a meeting on April 30th, problem 
should be resolved. 

Rabbi Wice then asked Mr. Daniel what if further problems 
arise? Mr. Daniel explained that he would then contact 
the Mayor and if he had to he would go to the courts. 
At this point Rabbi Wice read notes from a meeting that 
took place on April 20th. (Jewish Tele. Report) 

Dr. Jane Evans then asked Mr. Daniel what if the architects 
are not willing to modify on the building? Mr. Daniel 
said they would not go more than 20 %. He also explained 
that we have a lawyer in Israel who attends all the meet i ngs 
(Meltzer ) . 
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Mr. Daniel spoke about our Movement and where it has gone 
so far in his 2/3 of his tenn. He expressed that our 
Movement is not stronger in Tel Aviv. That the Youth Hostel 
is important and the college is important for Israel, but 
that not enough people even know about the World Union 
and our programs and activities. We need more leadership 
in Israel. More lay people to help us in our fund raising 
and programs. That Dick & Motti are very involved with 
their own projects at this point. That the Orthodox are 
running Israel, and that the Orthodox Movement has grown 
but not our Movement. 

At this point a discussion arose regarding the Kedem 
Synagogue and various other projects, and how to better 
strengthen our Movement. 

Rabbi Shankman spoke about reinstating an Executive Corrrrnittee 
in Israel. He felt it had worked well 20 years ago and 
that it would help achieve some power, and that maybe Rabbi 
Hirsch should have an assistant. 

Matthew Ross suggested that Dick and the Executive Corrrrnittee 
meet again when Rabbi Hirsch is in the states on his next 
visit. and really find out what is going on in Israel. 

Nonna Levitt suggested that we need help other than Rabbis. 

Rabbi Wice stated that for our movement to succeed and get 
stronger we must have a two way working system and at this 
point we do not. 

Fritz Bamberger noted that the Orthodox are hurting the 
Reform Movement in Israel. 

At this point the Fund Raisers(P.F.M.S.) were brought up. 
A discussion followed, for and against it. Rabbi Wice 
wanted to know where the money to pay them was corning from. 
Eli Schwartz was against it. Too much money and not enough 
results. Dr. Evans wanted to know what they were raising 
money for, what projects? 

It was explained by Gerry Daniel that we had a month to 
month trial with them at $3,700 a month. They were working 
with Rabbi Kamin to get the files in order and to help 
Rabbi Kamin with newsletters, press releases and also get 
more lay people involved . It would help get the World Union 

more recognized. 
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Matthew Ross suggested that members at the meeting could 
send their suggestions to Rabbi Kamin regarding the flllld 
raisers. 

At this point Judge Baar had to 
and could not give his report. 
his report lllltil the next time 

leave the meeting at 3:45 
It was decided to table 

the Executive Corrnnittee met. 

Rabbi Shankman asked Gerry Daniel about his meeting with 
Rabbi Schindler. What the World Unions obligations ivere 
to the U.AHC? That the U.AHC had not lived up to its obligation 
regarding flll1ds to the World Union. 

Mr. Daniel replied that the U.AHC was giving money to the 
World Union every year on the basis that it would stop 
as soon as we had gotten on our feet. He explained that 
they were going to meet as soon as we got our financial 
statements together and it would then be worked out. 

Matthew Ross expressed his surprise at the fact that we 
had 72% of the funds for construction for the Youth Hostel. 

Rabbi Kamin was asked again at this point to further explain 
the role of the flllld raisers. He started by saying that 
we offically started with them on April 1. That he had 
spoken with and seen the four individuals that have their 
headquarters here in New. York. 

2 people specialize in getting contacts. 
1 person is in charge of Public Relations, through Newsletters, 
Press Releases, etc. 
1 person helps with getting gifts to the World Union for now 
and in the future. 

Gerry Daniel explained they were on a trial basis for nine months. 

Matthew Ross said that the lay people are the key people for 
raising fllllds. 

Rabbi Wice expressed that he was very upset about this whole 
situation regarding the flllld raisers. 

At this point Rabbi Shankman asked for a resolution and a 
motion be taken to ratify arrangements with flllld raisers. 

Item #7 on agenda moved to next meeting,(ARZA & WUPJ). 

Ruth Daniel gave her report. Said that up to 10% of restricted 
accollllts would go to World Union operating accollllts. Said 
figures from accolfiltants not correct. 
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Rabbi Shankman brought up subject of rabbis' salaries. He 
also suggested changing the fiscal year to the calendar 
year. 

Charles Petschek expressed his feelings that if this was done 
all financial reports would always be a year behind. 

Ross suggested Shankman write to all Rabbis regarding 
salary and tell them financial reports corning shortly. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.rn. 

Respectfully submitted, 

i~~ ~~(,~ 'f ~s 
Jamie Michal Perkins 
Secretary 
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May 3, 1984 

TO: Mr. Matthe Ross 
CC - Me mbers of the Ex ecutive 

FROM: Gerard Daniel 

I would like to amplify on my remarks concerning my frustration 
with the unsatisfactory g rowth of our Israel Movement. 

1. Composition of Membership 

From my many contacts with the Leadership and the Membership of 
our Israel mo vement, I find that a distinct majority belongs to 
two groups: 
Ger man immigrants who came to Israel in the 3O's and the Anglo­
Saxon i mmigrants who came to Israel mostly in . the post war years. 

The first group is mostly composed of Me mbers in their late 6O's 
and 7O's. Their children, by and large, seem not to have joined 
the Congregations in which their parents are active. The American, 
British and South African Olim who make up a good portion of our 
Membership are of course younger and I do not know to what extent 
their children are taking part in congregational activities. 

Israeli born or Israeli educated individuals who are part of the 
Leadership of our Movement or Membership of our Movement are . by 
and large individual exceptions, such as Nissam Eliyad as Pres­
ident and Rabbi Rotem as Director of our Israel Movement. 

A logical source for younger Members of our Movement in Israel, 
namely graduates of the Leo Baeck School in Haifa has not mater­
ialized, at least not anywhere near our expectations. The Leo 
Baeck School, a splendid educational facility, hardly paralelled 
by anything in Israel, has given us some Leaders but no "masses". 

A penetration into the Non-Orhtodox segment of the Israeli pop­
ulation has not taken place in any encouraging manner. 

It is natural that the Membership pattern in Israel is not uni­
form and depends very much on the ability of the spiritual leader 
of the community to attract wider circles, and also on the back­
ground and origin of the community in question, especially in 

smaller localities. 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel • 02-234-748 
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2. Our Israeli Youth Movement - Telem Noar 

Our rather active Youth Movement in Israel into which we have 

invested, and are continuing to invest, annual support funds of 

not less than $100,000, has continued a very satisfacto~y for-

ward thrust. The professional leadership for our Youth Movement 

has traditionally come from the Kibbutz Movement which has assured 

us of a dynamic and youthful approach to progressive Jewish educa­

tion. The accent on "progressive" however, is more social and 

political, with an insufficient religious dimension. The contacts 

between this Youth Movement which has not come out of the Congrega­

tions, and the Congregations are only very sporadic and not or­

ganized. 

The Congregations feel that the Youth Movement is not really in­

terested in religious expression, such as services, etc. The 

Youth Movement feels that the Congregations are not progressive 

enough in their thinking and form no proper basis for social activ­

ities. That these two streams do not really meet, obviously re­

quires serious rethinking and reorganization. 

3. Lack of Professional Leadership 

As pointed out often in the past, we have an acute shortage of 

Rabbis to head our Congregations in Israel. 

I have often been told by the lay leadership of our Movement in 

Israel, that some of the Rabbis d o not involve themselves enough 

in the "growth. efforts" of our Movement in Israel and here again 

changes seem urgently needed. It was our original hope that our 

Spiritual Leaders in Israel will become Community Leaders, in other 

words, attract Israelis from all walks of life, not just to par­

ticipate in Religious Services, but also in Community Activities. 

These Community Activities have developed in some of our Congrega­

tions, others have fallen woefully behind. 

4. Public Appeal 

As I pointed out in Paragraph 1, an "outreach" into the Israeli 

public, was by and large not achieved so far. One of the reasons 

is that the Congregation did not on the whole become community 

centers, and that we have not been able to reach the public ex­

plaining our philosophy and approach to religion. 

Instead of being able to reach the public in the arena of re­

ligion and way of life, our public appeal shifted to the political 

arena. Our so very justified fight for rights of our Rabbis, our 

protests against government actions, promoted by the Orthodox and 

various legislative acts taken and contemplated, changing the 

law of return, have kept the International Reform Movement in the 
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public eye. Most Israelis also know that there is a Progressive 
Movement in Israel but the vast majority has never identified a 
given group of people or a given Synagogue with our Movement. 

Plans that we had developed to "go public" through the press, 
radio and, wherever possible television, has been put on the back 
burner in favor of the political fights we had to wage. 

I consider that it is high time that we "go public" with a variety 
of approaches, some of them in the realm of professional public 
relation, 3mong those we should consider: Press coverage, includ­
ing advertising, radio and television debates. 

Our professional and lay leadership sh o uld speak about the Israeli 
Movement goals to organizations such as Lodges, non religious youth 
organizations, Universities, professional organizations and other 
forums susceptible to be interested in progress. 

The Israel Movement's involvement in social action should be \ 
deepened (some good beginnings have been made with the Youth Camps \ 
for underprivileged) and vast coverage should be given to these 
efforts. Our Rabbis should organize community affairs debates 
engaging well known Israeli speakers or foreign Hebrew speaking 
professionals for such occasions. 

Of course, it will be necessary to offer attractive facilities 
for these gatherings. This is why the building of the Kedem Syna­
gogue in Tel Aviv and shortly afterwards the Or Chadash Synagogue 
in Haifa are so vitally necessary. 

We should also be able to document the vitality of our Progressive 
Movement outside of Israel, especially in the United States, and 
I can see that an organized trip to Reform institutions in the 
United States and Canada could be an attractive study theme for 
selected organizations . or individuals from Israel. 

I do not believe that political pressure~ even if exercised by the 
mighty North American Reform Movement will help our Movement secure 
the same rights that are granted to other religions and religious 
streams in Israel, - even if the government should change in July 
of this ·year, - unless we . are finally realizing that our job as 
"miss -ionaries" ·has not yet started in earnest and that time is run­
ning out. 
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Mr. Gerard Daniel 
Polly Park Road 
Rye, New York 10580 

Dear Jerry: 

April 30, 1984 

By way of further follow-up on last Wednesday's meeting - which was a 
good beginning - I just w nt to let you know that I've instructed Terry 
Bobrow to list the president of the World Union as an Ex-officio member 
of our Board and to make certain that all notifications of our Board 
meetings are sent to you. You will recall that Chuck Rothschild suggested 
this and I am implementinq his suggestion. This is a much simpler and 
cleaner way to proceed. To change the Constitution is really too cum­
bersome a process. It would r quire several Biennials and prior noti­
fication to our congregations and whatnot and would open up several other 
issues regarding Board size which we would rather avoid. What the World 
nion needs is effected in this manner and that is the central issue. 

I am glad that you were understanding of our inability to 9ive you time 
for a report at every one of our meetings. We try to cut these reports 
to a minimum. Our Trustees resent being talked at and would prefer to be 
involved in the discussion of issues and directions which they can help to 
resolve. Obviously, from time to time we will call on you to give a report 
and, of course, there is absolutely no reason why we cannot include a 
written report in our packets, even this time round if you would care to 
prepare it. 

While we are on this point, it occurs to me that a reciprocal gesture would 
also be in order. Why not invite the chainnan of the Union's Board to 
meetings of the Governing Council on an Ex-officio basis? And why not also 
invite him or the President of the Union to make a report of a Governing 
Council meeting or at a WUPJ convention for that matter. 

Incidentally, I just heard from Jerry Hochbaurn that you informed him that 
the Memorial Foundation should pay Hugo Gryn's travel expenses and the per 
diem for the forthcoming meetings in Israel. You didn't send me a copy of 
that letter but· ~erry Hochbaum was compelled to tell me in order to fore-
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Hartl\ me that I would have to pay these expenditures myself and the 
Memorial Foundation could not reimburse me. If this is so, then why 
should the Union pay one-third of the WUPJ dues to the Memorial Found­
ation and where is yosher? 

As I wrote to you earlier, the Union will become a member of the Memorial 
Foundation in its own right and this problem will be obviated in the 
future. I just thought I would tell you once again how things look from 
our end. It reinforces the perception -- which I articulated to you -­
that the World Union sees the UAHC as a means to its own ends, and not 
as a true partner where just sometimes there is at way and not just a 
one way relationship. 

Be wel 1. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Charles J. Rothschild. Jr. 
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April 2,1984 
MAB-1106 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Att: Mr. Joshua Dwork 

Dear Josh, 

~ 1/ 
Please reply to: 
Box F, 
New Rochelle, N.Y. 10801 

We received your note of March 19 and you are correct. We still 

owe you $25,914.69. The reason that we could not maintain the 

promised schedule as per Ted Broido's letter of June 17, is be­

cause we ran into an acute cash shortage which unfortunately still 

prevails. However, we will pay you the second third, namely 

$12,957.35 this week . 

The remaining one third , we would like to pay if at all possible, 

only in September (not later) and in view of our generally good 

record in coming down from a substantial debt, I'm sure this 
should be agreeable. 

As far as the Israel Commission collections for the period 

July 1, 1982 through June 30, 1983 is concerned, we have a ten­

tative figure but I'm told that one or two amounts have crept 

into the Israel Co mmission account which do not belong there . 

Ruth is going over the account within the next few weeks and will 

confirm the correct figure to you. At present, the receipts read 

$13,592.47. We will give you a payment date when we have the 

final figure for you. At present our operating fund is down to 

an unhealthy low level and we had difficulty to meet our Israeli 

Rabbinical monthly payroll. I'm trying to find out why this is so. 

Sincerely yours, 

WORLD UNDION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

Gerard Daniel 
GD:MAB 
CC: Rabbi Richard Hirsch 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Rabbi Ben Kamin 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel • 02-234-748 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

13 King David Street 

Jerusa lem, Israel Tel. (02) 234-748, (02) 232-444 . , v 

Office of Executive Director 

From: 

To: 

MEMORANDUM 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

Mr. Gerard Daniel 
Rabbi Roland B. Gittelsohn 
Rabbi Benjamin Kamin 
Mr. Irv Konigsberg 

yRabbi Alexander · Schindler 
Rabbi Eric Yoffie 

March 23, 1984 

~ 1,0;, ·n1 

0 '? ~ 17 ' 

Our office has just recieved the enclosed letter (note that the date 
of receipt is March 22 on a letter written February 20). Enclosed is 
my response to Shimon Ravid. 

I am sending it on to you immediately. I think we should have a 
formal response to this letter. I will draft such a response next 
week. But I think that before it is sent out we should all agree 
on its formulation so I will send a draft to you. This is an 
extremely delicate matter and requires an effective and responsible 
rejoinder. 

Bivracha. 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

1.3 1 11 l'H)i1 •n7 13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel Tel. (02) 234-748, (02) 232-444 .?\:1 □'7 \',1 1 7' 

Office of Executive Director 

Mr. Shimon Ravid 
Director General, Finance Department 
Jewish Agency for Israel 
Jerusalem 

Dear Shimon, 

March 23, 1984 

I received your letter of February 20 yesterday (Please note that it is 
March 23) and I intend to reply to you in due time. 

I note that in your letter you make a reference to letters received by 
the United Israel Appeal to which you are responding. Those letters 
were not included in the letter you sent to me. Would yqu please 
forward them to me immediately so that we can relate to the issue in 
a responsible manner. 

In the meantime I am sending your letter to some of our leadership 
so that they can know about the correspondence. 

cc: Mr. Gerard Daniel 
Mr. Ray Epstein 
Rabbi Roland B. Gittelsohn 
Mr. Stanley Horowitz 
Rabbi Benjamin Kamin 
Mr. Neil Katz 
Mr. Irving Kessler 
Mr. Akiva Levinsky 
Mr. Harry Rosen 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Mr. Carmi Schwartz 
Rabbi Eric Yoffie 

Bivracha, 

~~ 
Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 



TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

Dr. S. RAVID - Director Grneral 

Rabbi A. Hirsch, 

.,N,~>--y1N'1 n>,liPil nll:Jl'Oil 

------,r1 HE JEWISH AGENCY FOR ISRAEL 
',21'nl 
RECElVED 
2 2 ·03- \~~ 

_,, 

February 21, 1984 

Re: Allocations to Reform groups 

I am enclosing a set of letters, to which I have been asked to reply 
by the United Jewish Appeal. 

As I told you, I am truly amazed by the accusations of discrimination, 
deliberate cover-up of facts, and other such charges, with regard to 
the budget of the Jewish Agency (i.e: related to the use of campaign 
funds from the U.S.A.). 

You are sufficiently conversant with the operation of the Jewish Agency 
to know that the fact that 50% of Youth Aliyah students are in religious 
institutions, can mean only one thing: that 50% of the disadvantaged 
children nationwide are from Orthodox homes. 

Does the fact that there are no Youth Aliyah allocations for Reform 
children, show discrimination? Or, simply that to our good fortune, 
there are no disadvantaged Reform children? 

Does our treatment of Kibbutz Yahel and Kibbutz Lotan (both Reform) 
differ in any way from our treatment of other kibbutzim in the Arava? 
(If it does, it is only in terms of especially favorable treatment, 
certainly not discrimination). 

If it should happen that in the coming year three religious settlements 
are established and no Reform settlements, does this mean the Rural 
Settlement Department fovors Orthodox settlements over Reform? Does 
the fact that only now are we establishing one Conservative kibbutz, 
as against 20 Orthodox kibbutzim already existing, prove discrimination 
in favor of the Orthodox, or simply demonstrate that until now there 
were no candidates for a Conservative kibbutz? 

If the Student Authority gives scholarships to student Olim, do we 
ask which stream of Judaism the student is a member of? Obviously 
if he is in a Yeshiva he is Orthodox. But for a student at the 
Hebrew University, who knows, and who cares, what stream of Judaism 
he is a member of. 

Jerusal<"m Code 91920 P.O .H •n Phone : <,~•1261 Cable : .JF.VA<;FN(:Y Tel('x • 02-2Hi 



TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

Dr. S. RAVID - Director General 
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THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR ISRAEL 

I assure you that the allocation is given by virtue of the fact 
that he is an Oleh, and on no other basis than that. 

You know as well as I, that in the past year the Agency has favored 
your group, participating in the building of a Youth Hostel and in 
the building of the Youth Center at Kibbutz Tzoraa, aid that I can 
truly say was not given to any other stream. 

My answer to the U.J.A. will be similar to what I have stated above, 
and I'd appreciate it if you also would explain to them the facts, 
which are precisely as I have told you. 

If the Reform movement is engaged in idealogical struggle it is not 
for me, as a civil servant, to get involved. As an Israeli citizen 
I have my own opinion, but I certainly do not feel that the Jewish 

Agency should be unjustly accused of discrimination, not only 
because such accusations are damaging, but more importantly because 

they are totally untrue . 

s~~ 
Dr. Shimon Ravid 
Director-General 

cc: 
,Mr. A. Lewinsky 
Mr. S. Horowitz (translation) - President U.J.A. 
Mr. I. Kessler (translation) - Executive Vice-President, U.I.A. 

Mr. R.A. Shindler 
Mr. H. Rosen - Secretary General, JAFI 
Mr. N. Katz - U.I.A. Office, Jerusalem 

Mr. C. Schwartz (translation) 
Mr. R. Epstein ( transJ.ation) 

Jerusalem Code 91920 P.0.H. 92 Phone · r,, 1J261 C:ahl,· : JF.VAC;F.NCY Telex· 02.nr. 



The 1983/84 Jewish Agency Budget 

(Orthodox, Conservative, Reform) 

1. Activities Through Other Organizations ( This category includes kindergartens, 

Day-Care Centers, and other social welfare institutions not directly 

operated by Jewish Agency departments.) 

Orthodox ................................................ $ 1,335,374 
Non-Orthodox............................................ 2,009,105 

2. Immigration and Absorption - Student Authority 

3. 

Orthodox Students ......................................... 1,285,554 
Non-orthodox students ..................................... 5,933,090 

Rural Settlement 
Orthodox settlements (13) ............. ................... . 
Reform settlements (2) ................................ . 
Conservative settlement(1) ............................... . 

3,366,254 
867,000 
774,545 

4. Education in various programs 

Orthodox .................................................. 1,263, ODO 
Reform and Conservative (This figure includes general 

programs - $325,000; Reform Youth Hostel - $166,000 
per year for three years; Seminar Center at Kibbutz 
Tzora - $175,000.) ...................................... 900,000 

5. Youth Aliyah Students 

In Orthodox Institutions ................................. 18,286,743 
In Non-Orthodox Institutions ............................. 26,267,976 
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Mr. Gerard Daniel 
Box 11 F11 

Nm~ Rochelle, New York l 0801 

Dear Gerry: ' . 

. Ju 1 y 17 , 19(3'3 

Th1s wi11 confinn our conversation at which hopefully we. reachect:an agree­

•:ment concerning the .. variou s. debts ,. owned by · the \forl d Uni on to the UAHC as 

described in your ·memo to Josh Dwork of May 18 and ·;n all of the various 

.correspondence you and l have had preVious to this date, and as outlined 

:1n ~onversat1ons with Rabbi Sch1ndler, Rabbi Hirsch and me on April 25. 

:· You and ·I agreed to the following: · :·. • 

1. With respect to the old debt of the World Union to· the Union, 

· the outstanding amount agreed to by Josh D\?ork, DicK Hirsch, 

you and _me was $38,872.04. ~~le agreed that this amount ·would 

be paid by the World Union in three ·equal payments - the first 

immediately upon receipt of·this letter, the second no later 

than August 31, 1983 and the third no 1nter than November 30, 

1983. In short, by the end of 1983 the entire $38,872.04 would 

be paid. 

2. •With regard to the $5. per fam11y campaign, we agreed that the 

outstanding amount due through June 30, 1982 was $49,093.40, 

less 12% for expenses of. $5,891.21, making a tota:1 due of . 

$43,202.19,~of which the World Union has already paid us 

. , ! . ·$23,500.61 , · leaving an outstanding amount due the UAHC of 

· ·:. ,:.'·'?,_,: $19,701.58~ _. You. agreed that this amount would be paid to us 

• ., . immediate1y _.\Jpon rec~ipt_ of this -letter. . , . 

This means, as I understand .it, Gerry, that upon receipt of this letter 

you wi11 send us checks totaling $32,658.92. . 

We agreed with the Har-El rent credit per a)eement off of the· various 

operating statements that I showed you and that if 1ndeed there. were, as 

Rabbi Hirsch seems to feel, one or two missing . months, that we Hould 

strai ghten that out once Dick supplied us with the actual figures. · 

~~ e also agreed that w1th respect to whatever outstanding sma11 amounts 

there may be due the World Union for telephone ca11 ·s, , etc.~ that once 

Dick Hirsch gave us that figure, the .UAl:iC .would retmburse the Wor]d 

Union imnediata1y . 



la ~ Danie 1 
Page No . 2 • 

June 17, 1983 . 

W1th regard to the $5 per fami1y campaign for the fiscal ·year ending June 30, 1983, the World Union would reimburse the UAHC the amount • collected less 12% for expenses. That amount .will be detennined just -as . soon•as you close your books for the year. • 

. . ·. 

,•· 
' .. 

With regard to the st atus of the $5 per family campaign for fiscal , . . •. •. 1983-84 and future .years, we agreed that this was a subject that had _. .• • . , ..... . . , . . . to be discussed both philosophi cally and economically, not only in . ... '·., ... ·.·· _, .. ·_, __ ... •• .. 
t;~.;~:i-:k::>:1t .. ·-.:. <tenns .of ·.-the effectiveness of · the campaign but-as to its rightful _ : -:'-· :·-.},:_·:.:?: .. ----'t:.-.. . • 
•:-:,,-;,;-,!·', ... _. _ .-: ... . place in-the spectrum of Refonn Jewish activity •i.e. ARZA, ~Jorld • . -~- .. '._

0
:~ . -.,-•• ::JLi-.:'; Il~l''' ~, • ~m~~~:ir~x:~~~:~,:~~~l~og~~~~,~~:d dt~~u~~~~~b!~m !~"!rto~i, Dick, • • • ·· .. 

·r want to thank you, Gerry, ·for a most enjoyable and productive visit together yesterday. • May I add -to this f1nanci al 1 etter that I th1 nk some of the philosophical discussions we had concerning the future of _Israel and our respective organizations was, in many ways, more pro- .. . ,. -·ductive and certainly much more interesting than a mere discussion of : dollars. 

gt~J·/T I 1 ook forward to receiv1 ng the checks mentioned above as quickly as -1\·,~ .. , .... _ .·you can get them .out . . I .look.fol'."'ard to visiting with-you and Ruth : in Israel. • --...... ..... .. 
'· '•,•· • ' r 

I ', 

. ,,;.: ) ' Cordially, 
I,. ~ ' 

Theodore K. Broida TKB: tb 
·! ',-: ,')'/ ~: •"y •' , , , • l • 

t~-'~·1:\\:·-i~~;_.·,· •• :-.-··· :· cc: · Rabbi Richard G. ·Hirsch • ~~:~)-;;~)::< :·< . . ~--..\·_· ;'. .• /4abbi . A 1 exander M.: . Schi nd1 er. _ •:0 • .• :.•:.,.,.: . ,, •• .- , -­\ ·:,:.· : • . . Mr • . Joshua Dwork .. 
• • '\I 
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I MEMORANDUM I 
From Rabbi Daniel B. Syme Date 3/1/84 

To Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Copies 

Subject 

,1n'N m,,, . ., 
,ir.,,;,nr., 
;'lj:''i7JN:l 

I rmderstand that you are as shocked as I to learn that David Belin was 
appointed the Chainnan of the North .American Board of the World Union 
for Progressive Judaism. 

I really have mixed feelings. On the one hand, I honestly believe that 
this was a serious breach of prof essional ethics on the part of those 
who invited David without consulting us. On the other hand, it may give 
us an opportrmity to bring the essence of the Outreach program, namely 
the welcome extended to those who come to Judaism through conversion, 
to cormtries throughout the world. 

I believe that one thing is essential. I believe that both Dick and 
Jerry Daniel - or only Dick - IIU1st receive a straight forward letter 
from you instructing them that David is not to be solicited for funds, 
nor is he to be asked to solicit funds on behalf of the World Union. 
I know that David's heart is with Outreach, but sometimes we can over­
load our best people with expectations in a manner that can make them 
resentful. I don't want that to happen with David. We need him too 
badly. Thanks. 

Dan 

DBS/dfr 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 



Mr. Raymond Wells, President 
Temple Israel 
5419 East Broa~ Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43213 

Dear Mr. Wells: 

February 22, 1984 

No,we were not aware of Rabbi Rotem's appeal nor was his visit cleared 
with the Union. Still, there was no reason for anyone to clear with us 
since the congregation is not affiliated with the UAHC but rather with 
the World Union for Progressive Judaism. 

ije as a Union do support quite a few Israeli programs but most of them 
are on a youth level: the NiFTY Tours to Israel, Kibbutzim which we 
have built in Israel, the Youth Movement (Kedem) for Progressive young 
people in Israel. We also give some subsidies to the World Union for 
Progressive Judaism but these are insufficient for the work of the WUPJ. 
Nor does the World Union itself have enough income to support all of the 
institutions of Progressive Judaism in Israel such as the Leo Baeck School 
and the individual congregations. 

Unable to provide these congregations with what they need to survive, we 1 

obviously have no way of preventing them from seeking help wherever they 
can find it and therein lies the real problem. 

The cause is worthy, obviously. It is closer to our interests as Reform 
Jews than are many other causes which summon our support. On a national 
level we do what we can to help them and you will have to make a similar 
judgment in the light of your o~m congregational priorities. 

With kindest greetings and all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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TEMPLE ISRAEL 
• 

Raymond Wells 
President 

February 15, 1984 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Attention: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Gentlemen: 

Please refer to the enclosed copy of a letter we received from Rabbi 
Mordecai Rotem. 

Is the Union aware of this appeal? Has it been cleared by the Union? 
Does the Union support these appeals financially or otherwise? 

Please fill us in with any information or policy positions which you 
have. 

7-relyw~ 

Raym~Wells 
President 
Board of Trustees 

RW:mw 

5419 EAST BROAD STREET, COLUMBUS, OHIO 43213 • 866 -0010 



Rabbi Harvey Goldman, 
Temple Israel, 
5419 E. Broad St., 
Columbus, Ohio 43213 

Dear Rabbi Goldman, 

Or Hadash Congregation in Haifa, which I serve, is the largest congregation 
within the Israel Movement for Progressive (Reform) ·Judaism -- 280 families. 
After 18 years of negotiations, we have finally received land from the • •• •• •• • 
municipality of Haifa to build our own synagogue and community· center;·-~·"'')·· 

Since, unlike Orthodox institutions and "lehavdil" Christian churches and 
Moslem mosques, we as Reform Jews are not supported by the State of Israel, , 
we have to turn to our friends all over the world for their assistance, 
I am turning to you, as I am sure that you understand the importance of 
building a strong Israeli Movement for Progressive Judaism in order to make 
Israel a state of all Jews, and not just .of Orthodox or secular people. 

I am sure that there are many items on your agenda. You mp.y even have been 
approached by colleagues of mine from Israel to help their projects, Yet, 
due to the fact that the needs are so great and the only ones we can turn to 
are friends like yourself, please do not consider it a "chutzpah" in my 
turning to you also. Or Hadash's project is an urgent one, since we may lose 
the land due to Orthodox political intrigues, •if we do not start building 
soon. 

I plan to be in North America between March 20 and April 10. I would like to 
meet with as many rabbis, congregants and potential donors as possible. 
Would you be so kind as to give me a hand in setting up a meeting for me with 
people among your congregants who may be interested and able to join us in 
this sacred endeavour? . They must know that we have raised, within our own 
membership, a most significant sum in Israeli terms, but _of cours,e this d_pe_~ 
not suffice. 

I do hope to receive your affirmative response as soon as possible. If I 
do so,_ I will contact you personally again {probably by phone) to coordinate 
a timetable. 

-Again, please see this as "an emergency appell." I am very grateful for any 
assistance you can give me in that. 

Sincerelyr{o~s'_ 
AA.~ 

Rabbi Mordecai Rotem 
Executive Director, Israel Movement 

for Progressive Judaism 
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Union of llmerica-n=Hebrew Congregations 

838 FIFTH AVENUE • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 

Feb 28,1981'.i 

~JIJPJ 

'l 
PLEASE DETACH AND FO~WARD WITH YOUR I.EMITTANCE 

'----------------------------------. ------------------------------------------------------------- , 

llalancP o f Htatemcnt dated 1-31-84 
2- 23 ~er KL Rerit 

January £984 E:xpens c-s 
Salary 
S. S . 
Di s J ns 
llea lth Ins . 
:E'ostag;e 
Printing & L0t t 0rshop 
Te l ephone _& Telegraph 

. Subvention Cr·"d"lt. 

Sl!Alill D SERVI 1;1;:s 

Accting 
Centra l Cl eri ca l 
B1dg & Off lfaint 
Staf f Se rd.cc.•s 

Balance .Due 

' .. 

l ,323. OL, 
_ <4so . oQ.L 
f,873,0L~ 

1;200 . 00 
ao:40 

• 19. 00 • 
tf2 .14 

290 . °15 
· 76 . 89 · 
394 .63 

( _1 ~833. 33) 

70.00 • 
213 . 33_. 
211. 66 
1Lf5 .20 • 910 . 07 

9 , 783 . il 

Make checkJ pay~ble to tJ.A.H.C. Adminim_ation Account 12 3 3 1 
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Union of An1crican Hebrew Con grcgations 

838 FIFTH I .VENUE • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 

WORLD UNiON FOR PROGRESSiVE JUbAiSM 

-----•---------- - -----•••--••• -- --- - -••••••-~ - -------· - •-•••------•-••----••••••••••••-----•- • ••N •-• 

Balance as of June 30,1980 
less UAHC sharre 'le,gal fee 

Rent Aug_ 1979 thr.u. June: 30-,.1980 
Ba-lance· Due· 

Less Dayment April 27,1981 

Less payment May 11, 1981 

Less payment Dec. 15, 1981 
I 

) 

Less payment Apr 15, 1982 

Less payment Jan 29,1983 

Less payment June 30,1983 (7-12- 3) 

Make checks payablf to U.A.H.C. Administration Account 

!r 

', . 
I 

I ! 
14,172.04 
c2,ooo.oov 
3 300.00 

1 8 ,872,04···- ·· 

~lQ_._Q]C :.11 /::· I 
9S, ':l 7~. .\ 

( 0,000. CS 1l 
.RR , 872.C .t 
rs-, oc<. Y i 

.73 ,r, ·_; _- . _, 

_ "l20 OOJ.0 (i) ~I 
53 872 ' 04 11 

1s,009. ~~) ;
1 

138,SL .. ~. 

12 957. 3 ) I 
25,914 . 6 r. 
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UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PATRON OF" HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF" RELIGION 

838 F"IF"TH AVENUE e NEW YORK, NEW YORK 1 0021 • (DIAL CODE 21 2) 249·□ 1 DD 

CABLE ADDRESS: UNIONUAHC 

TO I/~ &361 -1)A /lfO d- //J 1~ 

____ __,__C _'-_,_,3'-"-f+-¥M_,_,'J Jj_!)J//_;i_L __ 
·.sv () (,._'€ &iTJJf; 0£,0(G 

L.=-------::J 

7 DATE-~~'!<-1 r::.1-, 1/;;f ~ut /JLL 

'(://I/(,___ ,/J fi- (. 0 It/ 

- ' 

DATE 
, I I;{ !Y e. c rP-lltJ!U u r .I< t..P/1/-e~ •1 /27.,e __ 

kl1e A f\f /IV f< r?ce,ez: cflr Ya·;X7 ltJz?,-'-L·'=----l~'-!....W---'=. _Ul/0!2!!! Ill PJ/7' OJ J2lllJ.j_:f_...;...1(-J..j....Cf? __ 

C?f:- \.Y\!V~ 9JV CO/Z/?ff'7 /4 IA! /Cf/ 1Joo -{:_U/4//j- --( ' 

I)) IS UJ II/( lvV • . JI!/ v1<':SrJJ f/Vf rt) 12. 7 £-r:)LJ tJ f6a,_ 

1f/-e DfJf/;L • CC) VEB.f:_Q__ r?All Y 1)11<A::"7_,, l,L!Ut° ~ LOAM @t__Ji /Jbnz_ 

1ft/1J(?J31/1/'fJS<; t/lA 1- 'ti\ f' WU p( { /!.l(Ul<l?FO. W()· 4-6-12-r?EI) :ftT Sfi<JA/£) 

~~ a ) 
,n0Y{.'t7OVee. r;: __ -11/&,s lfo r: A- GF/il o/<f>tJs !St?· 1/I/J{) ; -J's. LI?! PLtJ Yct"'s» 

Sr?fTL:·rJ1'i 1v1·- £.;-C-xJrr /J/tJ-7' fm41 s A">s.LJJ(tlJt/cP w 'OtlL-IJ 

\j~NC @111Jt rJr_j//Pw. ii e (J/Jlf r f!UIJ moJtJP/ itr 

/ 
V 

We /IJ/l <' r/&t1~11v, /,tJfiA!S. 1 \< U' Vf'cf/ i ? L , ~-__ _ 
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ITEM # N-R73 Cl Wheeler Group Inc. 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SEN DER: lNSTAUCTIONB TO RECEIVER. 

1 , KEEP YELLOW COPY. 2 . SEND Wt-ilTE AND PINK COPIES INTACT. 1 . WAITE AEPL Y. 2 , CET ACH STUB, KEEP PINK COPY, FtETURN Wt-ilTE COPY TO SENDER. 



UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE· JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 83B FIFTH AVENUE• NEW YORK, NEW YORK 1 0021 • (DIAL CODE 21 2) 249·□ 1 □□ CABLE ADDRESS: UNIONUAHC 

·····--·····-- ··-----------

·----1----------·····-····--·······-····-·-···------

---··--········-••····---····-········ 

BY -----····-·····-·····-----··--·•····-········-·-····--·-··-····· ·--- SIGNED ····--·········•--·•··-·•·••·•··-·-····-·-· ... ····-··-· 
ITEM # N-A73 O Wheeler Group Inc 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SENDER 

INSTRUCTIONS TO AECEJVER: 

1 . KEEP YELLOW COPY 2 . SEND WHITE ANO PINK COPIES INT ACI 
1 W RITE REPLY. 2. DETACH STUB. KEEP PINK COPY, RETURN WHITE COPY TO SENDER. 
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RODEPH s ·HALOM 
ORGANIZED IN 1795 

Tho Oldest Ashkenazic Congregation in the Western Hemisphere 

615 North Broad Street • Philadelphia, PA 19123 • 215 / 627-6747 

Mr . J oshua Dwork 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York , New York 10021 

January 9 , 1984 

Re : Rabbi Leon Klenicki Loan 

Dear F.:eiend : 

I write to you as a Past - President of the World Union during 
whose term in office t his matter was , to my knowledge , settled 
as far as the World Union was concerned . 

I shall be pleased to meet with you for clarification at some 
mutually agreeab l e time , but for now l et me state that when Klenicki 
left the employ of the World Union and went to the B 'nai Brith , he 
sold his apartment in Buenos Aires at a profit , and I demanded re ­
payment of his loan from the Wor l d Union while forgiving him the 
"gifts" which we had previously made in the same connection . 

I t is true that he also had a loan from the UAHC and I was i n 
close touch with Judge Emi l Baar who handled the matter for the 
UAHC . I begged him to take the same action I had taken to clear 
up the matter , but out of rachmanuth he made a more lenient extended 
schedule of repayments of that l oan , and I said that as far as the 
Worl d Union was concerned, the matter was closed . 

Whatever repayments were made to the World Union were supposed to 
be used for further work in Latin America . To my knowledge , these 
funds were comingled and became part of the assets out of which the 
UAHC was given a very l arge and generous settlement of al l claims by 
the UAHC against the World Union . This was an arrangement between 
Gerard Daniel and the UAHC . 

I am amazed that periodically the matter is reopened , and I hope 
that it can be settled once and for all whi l e all the principals 
involved are still a live . 

As you can see , I am sending copies of this letter to Emil Baar and 
Gerard Daniel on the assumption that you wi ll share this information 
with Rabbi Schindler and Ted Broido . 

cc : Gerard Daniel j Judge Emil Baar 
ROD EPH SHALOM SUBURBAN 
820 1 High School Road • Elkins Park , PA 19117 





E."-\ IL ?\-. BAA R 

Jon"!" J. BEX"1F.TT, Jn. 

fIF.HBERT BERNSTE I N 

RO YAL E. lIUELJHo, J n. 
MtLTOX ~T. L EVITT 

"\'r>ICB:ST M. M.ACCHI.A. 

WILLIA..'< .A. 7'1ETZ 

PATRICK J . Mo:-1,\GHAN, Jn. 
JANES P . O"NE rLL 

}l'-RHY J. PETC!lESKY 

DA~c·oRTH W. RoGERS 

RrcIIARD Ro01,1 

liARoLD L. S cH:-ral DER 

FoBERT P. SERLES 

Rabbi David H. Wice 
615 North Broad Street 
Ph iladelphia, Pa. 19123 

Dear David: 

PALME R S ERLE S & B AAR 

A T T ORNEYS AT L AW 

120 BROADWAY 

N EW YORK, N. Y. 10005 

( 2 12) 962-5600 

De cember 10, 1974 
CABLE. ADDRESS 

PAL'{ERSERU :<i"E.,..-YORK 

T ELEX 

1292:61 

I have for acknowledgment your letter of November 29th, with 
r e fe rence to the Klenicki matter. Forgive me if . I say I am somewhat 
astounded by what appears to me paternalism in extenso. 

I will make no comment as to the circumstances which brought 
about Rabbi Klenicki's termination of employmen t as Rabbi of the Temple 
in Buenos Aires and the World Union , which are in no way involved. The 
situa tion briefly seems to be as follows: 

Here is an i ndivi dua l who owe s $8,738 .2 9 as of November 30, 1974, 
inclusive of interest at 6 % per annum to t hat date . Interest continues to 
accrue. The debt is due the UAHC and f or whatever it is worth WUPJ has 
guaranteed the payment. The Rabbi most ear nestly desires to pay his debt 
as quickly as possible. He is emp loyed at a salary of $25,000 a year by 
ADL and, in addition, among his fringe benefits, is in its Pension Plan 
and is provided with life insurance coverage of $75,000. To this end he 
wishes to use all his available liquid asset s which, among other things, 
includes the cash surrender v a lue of app roximat ely $1,150 in a personal life 
insurance policy, plus whateve r is avail able from the Rabbinical Pension 
Boar d. The balance remaining including accruing interest he can liquidate. 
ove r a period of three (3) years without undue hardship to his family re­
sponsibilities. I have an informal understanding with the ADL with the con­
sent of Rabbi Klenicki that payments will be made through a salary deduction 
plan. 

I know of no alternatives which can accomplish this with d i gn ity 
e x c e pt perhaps payment over a ten (10) year period during which time he must 
continue to pay a 6% interest charge on the amount due as it accrues from 
time to time. What the risks are personal and business-wise to the UAHC and 
WUPJ no one can foretell but they most definitely exist. 



PAI~ lER SERLES & BAAR 
~ .. ~ .. 

Rabbi David H. Wice 2. December 10, 1974 

I am reasonably familiar with the provisions of the Rabbinical 
Pension Plan Agreement which in my opinion is permissive when circumstance s 
justify it. I agree as a matter of policy that rabbis should not be · per­
mitted to withdraw from the Plan on whim but relief should be given in 
the sound discretion of the Rabbinical Pension Board only under extraordinary 
circumstances. I believe that in the instant case such action is warranted. 
To suggest that consent of the Rabbinical Pension Board be withheld because 
at some time Rabbi Klenicki may come back into the active rabbinate seems 
to me to be ·a ·bridge that should be crossed when the event arises. It is 
a problem personal to him and should not be related to his desire to pay 
this debt or the dire need of the UAHC and WUPJ to collect the amount due 
as quickly as possible. 

If this determination is final, I shall await further instructions 
as to what is to be done. 

cc: Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Rabbi Ira Youdovin 
Mr. Robert Adler 
Mr. Ted Broido 

J.Mr. Joshua Dwork 

Sincerely, 
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• ~BBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER • UN ION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
~ PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 

~ October 18, 1983 

Rabbi Richard G, Hirsch 
WUPJ 
13 King David Street 

_Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear Dick: 

By now you undoubtedly know that Steve Schafer is ill and when we are 
together i~ Israel, before you receive this letter, I will bring you up­
to-date on _what has transpired in regard to his health. As I write these 
words nis situation is rather grave. 

I 

In response to your letter of September 20 to Haim Sharett, I have checked 
tnto the matter and have learned that in addition to Gerry, Haim and Steve, 
you and Allan Smith were also present. I am told, however, that you did not 
participate to any great extent and the meeting was truly b~tween Gerry, Haim 
and Steve. Our youth people tried to move Gerry to agree to support the Mizpeh 
project and the budget. It was clear that the sum required was $90,000. At 
first, Gerry agreed to spend the marketing funds. Haim then provided a list of 
potential members and Gerry's response was that if the 1 ist was real, including 
very good, committed people, then the World Union should be behind the project 
and the monies will be found. I am told that when Gerry left the meeting, 
about 45 minutes into the discussion, our youth people were convtnced that he 
was prepared to back the project all the way as long as it looked real, which 
it su6sequently proved to be. 

This project is really one which is ideal for the World Union. It is one your 
people snould be willing to urdertake and to commit time and budget. This is 
not a youth program, it is in fact an adult program. It is pure aliyah for 
fa~il ies. If our Youth Division, through the International Education Department, 
ts wllltng to go all the way because of its commitment to such programs, where 
is the World Union? 

Dick, we must all look beyond the small type on credits. This program represents 
something very important. It is a program which has a deep meaning for American 
Reform aliyah. It is one which should be supported by the proper institutions. 
I firmly believe that the World Union should indeed support this very critical 
and important program. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M, Schindler 



I MEMORANDUM I 

From Rabbi Allan L. Smith Date October 12, 1983 

To Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Copies 

Subject Dick Hirsch's Memo 

,•-,•N 
J'fl""i!'';, 

r,r.,-ir.no 
,;:,1,oN:J 

I must say that I found Dick's letter a little insulting. I can tell you 
from having been at the meeting that what Dick writes just isn't so. The 
meeting regarding the Mizpeh took place between Haim Sharett, Gerry Daniel, 
Dick Hirsch, Steve Schafer and myself in "my office." I was there. Dick 
hardly spoke. I am sure he was preoccupied. The meeting was really between 
Gerry Daniels, Haim and Steve. We tried to push Gerry to agree to support 
the project and the budget. It was clear that we were looking at $90,000. 
First, he immediately agreed to expend the marketing money. Haim passed out 
a list of potential members. Gerry Daniel's response to this list was that 
if it is real and they are good people who are committed, then the World Union 
should be behind the project and the monies will be found. When Gerry Daniels 
left (after about 45 minutes), I was convinced that he was prepared to back 
the project all the way so long as it looked real. 

What really troubles me about Dick's letter is that the World Union,under 
his leadership, is supposed to deal in projects just like this one. Yet, 
I see no energy on their part. I see no willingness to commit time or budget. 
The fact is this is an adult program not a youth program. It is pure aliyah 
for families. If the Youth Department, through IED, is willing to jump in all 
the way because of its commitment to such programs, where is the World Union? 
All Dick can refer to is the small type on the credits. Yes, a lot of support 
from Agency or Government sources comes because Dick gives it tacit approval. 
But all of Dick's credibility and what we get comes because of the UAHC and 
your name and clout. It's what we represent here that makes the difference. 
Dick ought to get into sync. I feel that the Mizpeh is perhaps the one project 
with a lot of meaning for American Reform Aliyah. It should be supported by the 
proper institutions, that means the World Union. 

ALS 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Stephen Schafer 

September 28, 1983 

You received a copy of Dick Hirsch's letter of September 20 to Halm. 

Please counsel me as to how I should respond. I must do so quickly. 

Thank you. 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

~ 
~~~-

~~ 
13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel Tel. (02) 234-748, (02) 232-444 .? \.J 
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Office of Executive Director 

Haim Sharett, 
UA.LJC, 
838 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Haim, 

· JIFJ;'I nJ\I'~ 

20th September, 1983 

Thank you so much for sending the material in advance of the Labour Day 
weekend. 

I am very very anxious to receive from you a report as to how the program 
went. I assume that you will be writing one up anyhow -- how many people 
attended, what is the calibre of the people, have families set dates for 
aliya, etc.? I have been in contact with both Raanan Weitz and Matti Drobles 
on the project. Both spoke to me in both an official and confidential manner 
and wanted to know what I as a person and the movement thought about the program, 
were we really behind it, etc.? Of course I gave them full endorsement of 
the budget to extend your shlichut and said that whatever funds the department 
expended were worthwhile. I indicated that this program reaches an element of 
the American Jewish population which would otherwise never be tapped, and 
therefore the WZO should do everything it can do to encourage this program. 

Which leads me to the nature of the relationship between the World Union 
and Mitzpe Halutz. There seems to be some confusion . I have heard from 
Gerry Daniel by phone that there has been an exchange of correspondence. 
I have not yet received it. All I have before me is the letter sent on 
August 17 by Gerry Daniel to Alex Schindler, and Alex's response to Gerry 
of August 22. First of all, for the record, we have always considered the 
Mitzpe and now do as a project integrally related to the Israel Movement for 
Progressive Judaism, and therefore to the World Union. We, together with 
others, had and do have some questions as to the viability of the project. 
However, we are behind the project 100%. We will help wherever we can in 
the mobilization of people, in Israel and elsewhere, outside of the United 
States, and when the settlement is established we will do everything possible 
to be supportive and to encourage its development and its integral relationship 
to the rest of the movement. You probably heard that we gave the Mitzpe a 
prominent spot in the plenary business session of the World Union Conference, 
where slides were shown and a presentation was made by Steve Schafer . 

. , . 
When we met in New York in June, we were asked to give an amount of $4,500 
for the publication of the brochures. After onJy a brief consideration, we 
agreed to do so, with the understanding that it .would be a joint project of 
the UAHC and the World Union (parenthetically, we were somewhat distressed to 
see that the World Union was listed in very small print as one among many 
affiliates of the Union, but that is a minor obJection and not related to the 
next issue of funds). 



- 2 -

When Steve Schafer was here, he indicated to me that he had shown us a budget 
of $90,000, and that we had agreed to be full partners, namely that we were 
going to come up with $45,000. I said to him that we had not and could not 
have made such a promise at the time. It would have been highly irresponsible 
for us to do so, because we don't have the funds for our existing programs, 
which take priority. It would be foolhardy for us to agree to expend an amount 
of $45,000 and in so doing not be able to assume responsibility for the 
salaries, of rabbis, youth workers and others who are in our employ. 

It is our considered judgment, and Gerry Daniel is in complete agreement with 
me on this, that the recruitment of persons from the United States for the 
project should be under the sole responsibility of the Youth Department. After 
all, Steve Schafer would not want you and the other shlichim to be working 
for the World Union, nor would he expect the World Union to pay for the shaliach 
budget for the United States. We have done everything possible in the past to 
help mobilize Shlichut funds from the WZO, and we shall continue to do so on this 
and on all other projects. But just as the UAHC does not provide funds from 
its operating budget for the shlichim, whether for you or the others, so the 
World Union cannot undertake such a responsibility. And frankly, we are 
resentful of the implication that when agreeing to give full cooperation, somehow 
or other we also agreed to come up with half of the funds. There never was 
any such commitment. That should be clear to one and all. 

I was also told by Steve, and he has probably related this to you, that Matti 
Rotem was not as cooperative as he should have been in whatever discussions 
he had with Steve. I have discussed the matter with Matti, and he is totally 
unaware of anything which would have given Steve reason to make these remarks. 
He as well as other leaders will do everything possible to recruit Israelis and 
the Israel Movement will give full cooperation. 

I hope that the above clarifies our position on the matter. Please rest 
assured that we want to be kept informed of all developments and we invite 
you to use our good offices whenever the need arises. 

Your many friends here join in extending to you best wishes for Gmar Hatima 
Tova and a Chag Sameach. 

cc. Rabbi Stephen Schafer 
./ Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Mr. Gerard Daniel 
Rabbi Benjamin Kamin 
Rabbi Mordecai Rotem 
Rabbi Allan Levine. ··,· 

Bivracha, 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
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Mr. Wo 1 f A. \Jo 1f 
Caixa Postal 3980 
Sao Paulo, Brasil 

Dear Mr. Wo 1 f: 

October 10. 1983 

This is to notify you that a generous contribution to the Word>d Union 
for Progressive Judaism has been made by Aunt Esther and Uncle Joe. 
They take great pride in your accomplishments and are making this gift 
in your honor. 

As I wrote to the Grossmans - and It has been some time since last we 
saw each other - I plan to be In Sao Paulo this Spring. Our mutual 
friends, Judith and Ellis Mischel of Summit, New Jersey, have told me 
of your activities within the \Jorld Union. It ls my fond hope that we 
will have an opportunity to meet whtle I am in your community. 

Until then, my warm good wishes and my gratitude for your efforts in 
behalf of Progressive Judalsm9 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Benjamin Kamin 

Enclosed herewith is a check for $100.00 for the World Union for 

Progressive Judaism. It was sent by Esther Starr Grossman in honor 

of her nephew Wolf A. Wolf of Sao Paulo. She has asked me to write 

to Mr. Wolf and I will, of course, do so. Wolf Is married to the 

neice of Esther and Joseph Grossman of Quincy, Mass. 

October 10, 1983 • 

Please be sure to tell Dick that his letter in behalf of RJA brought 

forth this gift. 



Mrs. Joseph 8. Grossman 
86 Monroe Road 
Quincy, Hass 02169 

Dear Esther: 

October 10, 1983 

Yes, it has really been quite some time since last we saw each other. 
I write to express my heartfelt thanks for the gracious gift you have 
made in honor of Wolf A. \Jotffof Sao Paulo. We wt 11, of course, let 
him know of this contribution in his honor. 

You should know that I am planning a trip to Sao Paulo this Spring. 
I have heard about Wolf and Barbara and I look forward to meeting 
them during my vis rt to their community. It Is lovely to know that 
yet another generation of your mishpacha has become involved in Reform 
Juda t sm. 

~Ji th thanks and aa rmes t regards, I am 

Si nee rely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

• 



, 

RESIDENCE 
86 MONROE ROAD 

QUINCY, MASS. 02169 
JOSEPH B. GROSSMAN 

OFFICE 
142 UNION ST. (P. 0 . BOX 250) 

BRAINTREE, MASS. 02184 
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MEMORANDUM 
Annie Thompson (RJA) 

Rabb i Sc h i nd ler 

Ra bb i Schindler, 

The enclosed came i n r es ponse to our last solici t at ion . 

Please forwa r d th e check to WUPJ. 

I f t her e ar e any quest io ns p lease cal I. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021 (212) 249-0100 

Date October 7, 1983 



August 22, 1983 

Mr. Gerard Daniel, President 
World Union for Progressive Judaism 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Jerry: 

Thak you for your letter of August 17. It was wonderful to learn that 
you had an opportunity to meet with some of the couples who are Interest-
ed lntthe Mtizpeh Har Chalutz program of the Reform Movement. I was very 
pleased with your reaction to these couples but I must admit my surprise 
at your surprise In meeting such solid, serious family people. I would 
have been distressed had you reacted otherwise. After all, our experience 
with our young single people In the garlnlm has been quite good, why should 
we expect less from couples? 

Be that as tt may, Berry, I must note that I did react to your comment that 
the WUPJ ts 11 too weakt~ undertake North American projects of this ktnd. 11 

If the WUPJ Is too weak, what shall• say about the UAHC? In terms of 
finances we simply cannot extend ourselves at this time. How I wtsh we 
could! And how I wish the WUPJ coula see Its way clear to assist In this 
Important program which, in the long run, ts really not North American In 
scope but Is truly a way to help build Refonn Judaism In Israel! 

Wtth all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



, 
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Office of the President 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Pres. 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex, 

August 17, 1983 
MAB-116 

I just would like to share briefly with you an experience 
with a group of couples who have shown interest to make 
Aliyah under the auspices of the UAHC Mitzpeh program organized 
by Haim Sharett. 

I did not expect to meet such serious people, almost all of 
them very "balebatish",with orderly lives and solid family 
backgrounds. Their ages range from the early twenties to the 
high fifties and in talking to them they appear to me as really 
good material. 

Their motives why they want to go to Israel mostly have to 
do with family ties already existing in Israel, to which in all 
cases true "chibath zion" must be added. 

Some had reformed backgrounds, some not, and the net benefit 
to our movement obviously will depend on how well our people 
in Israel can help them identify. 

This whole project came to the World Union only a couple of 
weeks before our International Conference and more out of 
enthusiasm than rationalization we agreed to share the public­
ity expense. We made no other committment at the time and upon 
sober reflection, have come to the conclusion that this project 
is really beyond the scope of the World Union, both from the 
viewpoint of finances as well as programs. We are much too weak 
to undertake North American P,rojects of this kind and I am only 
sorry if my initial enthusiasm misled Haim and Steve Schaefer 
to believe that the World Union could stay with it. 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel • 02-234-748 
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The purpose of my writing to you is just to share with you 
the experience I had with these dozen or so couples Ruth 
and I met and it really was a very good experience from every 
point of view. 

I hope that this program can be salvaged, after all, with the 
help of the UAHC for those portions that the Jewish Agency 
will not cover. 

With warmest personal regards, 

yours, 

ION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

Gerar~ 

GD:MAB 



Rabbi George \J. Ruben 
~1A Rayleigh Avenue 
\Jes tc 1 i ff-on-Sea 
Essex, Engl and 

Dear George: 

July 28, 1983 

Thank you so much for your letter. had no idea you are in England. 
I was in London for a few days. As a matter of fact, I preached at 
John Rayner's synagogue. 

In re Operation Outreach, our programs are developing very nicely and 
the acceptance of the ideas ever greater, spilling far beyond our own 
own religious community. 

I'm deeply grateful for your contribution which I acknowledge herewith. 

I am sending a copy of your letter to the Publications Department with 
the instructions that they send you Olam Gadol Alef. Hopefully they will 
also be able to send you some samples of Ketubot which we have, although 
they do not confirm in any way to the traditional pattern. 

With all good wishes and kindest greetings, I am 

Si nee rely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



SOUTHEND AND DISTRICT REFORM SYNAGOGUE 
AFFILI A T ED T O T HE REFORM SY N A GOG UES O F G REAT B RI T A IN 

8 5 1 L O NDON ROAD. W E ST C LIFF - O N -S E A 

RABBI GEORGE W. RUBEN 
Phone Numbers:-
Home:- 0702 333937 
Synagogue 0702 75809 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler , 
The President , 

ESSEX 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations , 
838 Fifth Avenue , 
New York NY 10021 
U.S.A. 

~ Dear Alexander , 

RABBI'S OFFICE 
Home Addr ess : 
41ft Rayleigh Avenue 
Westcliff- on- Sea . 

18th July, 1983 

Here I am in sunny England . The Australian sun seems to follow me . 
May I respectfully ask you to put rrry name on the mailing list for the 
above addr ess . .onarently a great deal of your worthy liter ature s t ill 
goes to Australia . 

How i s Operation Outrea ch etting on? 
contribution (£5) . 

Permit me to send you a small 

Would you be gracious enough to give instructions to the Educational Depart­
ment of our movement to send six copies of 0LAM GAD0L ALEF by Abr aham and 
Adaia Shumsky, illustration by Leo Glueckselig to the above addr ess . They 
wiJl be refunded by our Tr easurer . May I claim a discount for Rabbis? 

With many thanks in advan ce for your cour tesy and never- failing kindness , 
I remain , 

Yours as ever , 

RABBI GE0PGE W. RUBEN 

P.S . Could you kindly send me some samples of KETUB0T - non sexist , 
truly reform, in Hebrew, vocalised , that the bride and groom can at least 
read it , and above all in English , their mother- l anguage . If I like them 
I shall order some for rrry congregation . 



July 25, 1983 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
World Unicn for Progressive Judaism 
13 King David Street 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear Dick: 

While I \oBS in England, I heard that Hugo Gryn is terribly upset with the 
World lhlm. I did not speak to him myself, but others told me. As I 
understand it, in a recent revision of the lrJUPJ Constitution, sane such 
office as the vice-chairmanship was el:lm:lnated. In any event, it was an 
office '\ltd.ch he held. While he was notified of the proposed changes, no 
one spoke to him about his ~n role or rather noo-role in advance. NcM 
apparently he has no place on the F.xecutive. 

I hope, I got the story straight. In any event, samt:lrlng should be done 
to straighten this out. lhere is no reason why ffueo should feel offended or 
over-looked. 

Be well. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Mr. Gerard Daniel 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM •• 

o 111 1'n:in •n, 13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel Tel. 234-748, 232-444 .,v tl'','011' 

Office of Executive Director 

Rabbi Stephen Schafer, 
UAHC - Youth Division, 
838 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Steve, 

22nd May, 1983 

I just received word that you are definitely corning for the World Union 
Conference. I am delighted. We have already had our meeting on the 
kibbutz dedication. This time both Yahel and Lotan are playing a formative 
role in determining the program -- a far cry from what it was in 1976. 
They will ask you directly to take some role in the ceremonies. Knowing 
them, they may not get around to it til you leave for Israel, but know 
that you will have a role of honor. 

Allan told me about the problem in regard to the allocation from the 
American Zionist Youth _Federation for "kinusirn" and the fact that the 
$75 allocation per trip to members of garinirn, which was given to every 
other movement, was not given to our garinirn. I discussed the matter 
with Avraharn Katz, who told me that he knew nothing about it. If there 
was a refusal, it was not in his hands and had nothing to do with him or 
his policies. He assumed that perhaps the problem was that the other 
Hityashvut movements did not consider our movement as a kibbutz movement. 
He recommended that I get in writing a specific memo from you. I recommend 
therefore that you bring something with you in writing both corroborating 
what the policy and practice has been in regard to the other movements 
and some kind of statement indicating as to why we were not automatically 
included in that policy. 

We also discussed the "relations" which pertain between him and our youth i~~ 
concerning his department and our youth programs, and agreed that when you 
and A are here we would sit down together with Allan and representatives 
of his department and "try to smoke the peace pipe." I suggest that you 
come prepared with whatever written materials would be helpful as background. 

cc. Rabbi Allan Levine 
Rabbi Alexander $chindler 
Mr. Theodore Broido 

Bivracha, 

~ 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler May 13, 1983 

Rabbi ·amin A. Kamin 

MV 
~ 

Thank you for your note and the copy of the tentative program for 
the World Union meeting. We can discuss this further and I can 
tell you at this time that I will be pleased to be put on the 
program as you suggested. However, you must know that this can 
only be tentative for there is a possibility that I will have to 
make a trip to London. There is a critical meeting which may 
require me to be in London on June 29th. 

Warm regards. 
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Rabbi Benjamin A. Kamin 
North American Director 

.S.S,yE.J..OA!S1-1•i;f.'"' 

May 11, 1983 

TO: Rabbi A1exander M. Schindler 

Alex, I am glad to know that you plan to attend the 
International Conference. I would like to suggest 
an appropriate slot in the program for you. 

On Wednesday evening, June 29 we are planning a plenum 
entitled: "Israeli Political Policy and the Use of 
Power." We would like you to chair this session, which 
will feature addresses by Moshe Arens and Shimon Peres. 

I should like to talk to you further about this in 
person. Meanwhile, please consider this. I enclose 
the Program of the Conference for you to look at. 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 
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TENTATIVE PROGRAM 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE 
WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

June 27-July 5, 1983 
Jerusalem, Israel 

ALL DAY 

9:00 a.m. 

1:00 p.m. 

2:30 p.m. 

5:00 p.m. 

8:30 p.m. 

MONDAY, JUNE 27, 1983 

Conference of ARZEINU 

(Program to be submitted by ARZEINU 
organization) 

TUESDAY, JUNE 28, 1983 

WUPJ Governing Body Meetings 

Luncheon Break 

WUPJ Governing Body Meetings 

Governing Body Adjourned 

OPENING SESSION, Jerusalem Theater 

Chairperson: 

Invocation: 

Greetings: 

Address: 

Gerard Daniel (USA) 
President, WUPJ 

Chairperson, Council of Prog. 
Rabbis in Israel 

Chairperson, Israel Movement 
for Progressive Judaism 

Mayor of Jerusalem 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
Executive Director, WUPJ 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel • 02-234-748 
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TUESDAY, JUNE 28 (cont.) 

Israeli Folk Music - Dance Presentation 
(or other similar presentation) 

8:30 a.m. 

9:00 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

Benediction 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29, 1983 

TEFILAT SHAHARIT 
(morning services) 

PLENUM: DIVERSITY WITHIN UNITY 
WORLD PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

Program Highlights: Mrs. Ruth Daniel 
Mrs. Betty Golomb 
Co-Chairpersons 

Keynote: Rabbi Herman E. Schaalman 

Discussants: Rabbi Albert Friedlander 
Rabbi Mordechai Rotem 

SEMINARS 
(Introductions to seminars to be time 
restricted to allow full dialogue) 

Group A: 

Group B: 

Group C: 

6roup D: 

Impact of New Life Styles on 
Jewish Continuity (Singles, Aged, 
Single Parent Families) 

Halacha and Progessive Judaism 
(Should Diaspora Jewry be influ-
enced by struggles with Israel. 
Examples: Who is a Jew?, Patrilineal) 

Youth: Is Progressive Judaism 
responsive to today's needs. 
(Influence of Progressive Judaism 
vs. New Cults) 

Nuclear Disarmament -- A Jewish 
Dilemma? 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel• 02-234-748 
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29 (.cont.) 

12:30 p.m. "LUNCH and LEARN" 

Listing of Workshops 

2:45 p.m. 

8:30 p.m. 

1. Youth 
2. Religious Education. 
3. Day Schools 
4. Program Outreach 
5. Oppressed Jews 
6. Womens' Organi zations 

PLENUM: THE WORLD OF THE WORLD UNION 

A panel discussion of representative Pro­
gressive Jewish Leaders 

Panelists: One participant each from : 

Australia 
Latin America 
South Africa 
Great Britain 
The Continent 

Sample questions: 

A. 

B. 

C. 

Relationship of the Progressive movement t o : 
1. the larger non-Jewish community 
2. the larger Jewish community 
3. an established rabbinate 
4. Church-State issues 
S. Social justice concerns 

Efforts to combat intermarriage and 
assimilation. 

Ideological conflicts within each movement . 

EVENING PLENUM: A DEBATE ON DIVERGENT VI EWS 
OF ISRAELI POLITICAL POLICY 
AND THE USE OF POWER 

(One spokesman for each of two divergent vi ews ) 

The Government Position: 
Eliahu Ben Elissar 
Yuval Neeman 

The Opposition: 
Simcha Dinit z 
Mordechai Gur 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel • 02-234-748 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 30, 1983 

TEFILAT SHAHARIT 
(morning services) 

PLENUM: TOWARD GUIDELINES FOR ISRAEL -
DIASPORA RELATIONS 

A high level WUPJ Committee under the chair­
manship of Professor Michael Meyer has been 
appointed to prepare a position paper. Each 
constituent has been asked to submit its own 
paper. Meetings will be held during the spring 
and the position papers distributed in advance. 
At the plenum Professor Meyer will be asked to 
present the committee consessus (if there is 
a consensus). Someone with a critical view 
will be asked to comment. 

The workgroups will be asked to discuss the 
statement and recommend changes. The chair­
man and recorders of each workgroup will meet 
together with the Drafting Committee to pre­
sent a final statement for approval on the 
floor of the business session, Monday a.m., 
July 4, 1983. 

10:30 a.m. WORKGROUPS 

12:30 p.m. Luncheon Break 

2:30 p.m. OPEN BUSINESS SESSION 

8:30 p.m. Knesset 

ADDRESS BY THE PRIME MINISTER OF THE STATE 
OF ISRAEL 
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FRIDAY, JULY 1, 1983 

CONFERENCE TRAVEL DAY 
All plans tentative 

Buses depart for Haifa (Background material 
on Israel Progressive Movement to be pro­
vided on bus) 

Visit to site of Or Chadash Synagogue and 
Ground Consecration 

Visit to Leo Baeck School 

Lunch: Leo Baeck School 

Buses Depart for Tel Aviv 

Visit to site of Kedem Synagogue 

Buses depart for Jerusalem 

KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES 

SHABBAT DINNER 

SATURDAY, JULY 2, 1983 

10:00 a.m. SHAHARIT LESHABBAT 
(morning services) 

8:30 p.m. ACADEMIC CONVOCATION (In conjunction with 
Hebrew Union College) 

Processional 

Havdalah 

Remards and Awarding of Honorary Fellowships 
and/or Degrees 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel• 02-234-748 
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SUNDAY, JULY 3, 1983 

CONFERENCE TRAVEL DAY 
All plans tentative 

TRIP TO KIBBUTZ YAHEL AND KIBBUTZ YAHEL BET 

Dedication of Kibbutz Yahel Bet 

MONDAY, JULY 4, 1983 

DIVERSITY WITHIN UNITY: JEWISH TRADITION AND 
RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENTS 

8:30 a.m. 

9:00 a.m. 

TEFILAT SHAHARIT 

PLENUM - RELIGIOUS PLURALISM IN THE LIGHT 
OF TRADITION 

From the perspective of tradition (one of the 
following) 

Ephraim Urbach 
David Hartman 
Emanuel Rackman 

From the perspective of Progressive Judaism 
(one of the following) 

Dow Marmur 
Samuel Karff 
Gunther Plaut 
John Rayner 

10:30 a.m. OPEN BUSINESS SESSION 

12:30 p.m. LUNCHEON IN SUPPORT OF THE WORLD UNION FOR 
PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

4:30 p.m. 

5:00 p.m. 

Buses depart Hilton for Hebrew Union College 

GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY FOR THE WORLD 
EDUCATION CENTER FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 
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MONDAY, JULY 4 (cont.) 

CLOSING RECEPTION AT THE PRESIDENT'S 
HOUSE 

CLOSING BENEDICTION 

(Visit 

NOTE: 

to Wall?) 

Tuesday, July 
Assembly of all 

5 : 
Rabbis 

Chairman) Glaser, 
(Rabbi Joseph B. 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 
Cincinnati• New York • Los Angeles • Jerusalem 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

3101 CLIFTON AVENUE • CINCINNATI, OHIO 45220 
(513) 221-1875 

February 15, 1983 

I certainly understand that you do not have the time to do a new statement for 
the WUPJ Commission. Your Denver speech, with which I am already familiar, 
represents an excellent contribution in itself, and the subcommittee will in­
deed reflect on it carefully. 

All good wishes. 

Cordi ally, 

Michael A. Meyer 

MAM: npb 

cc: Rabbi Benjamin Kamin 



Professor Michael A. Meyer 
Chairman of the Commission 
HUC-JIR 
3101 Clifton Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 

Dear Mike: 

February 9, 1983 

I am sorry that I won't have time to send you a draft of a 
statement. f hope you understand. On the other hand, I am 
sending you a copy of my Denver speech in which I addressed 
most of the areas you wi 11 want to cover. Fee 1 free to draw 
on this speech. And, of course, if you have any questions 
concerning a particular issue and wish me to expand on it, 
by all means ask me to do so. 

Be we 11. Fond regards from house to house. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encl. 



~ f 
<:' 

~ ~' 
!vi; JUOA&Jo • ('< 

PRESIDENT: 
Mr. Gerard Daniel /U.S.A.) 

HON. LIFE PRESIDENT: 
Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof /U.S.A.) 

VICE PRESIDENTS: 
Rabbi, John Levi, /Australia) 
Mr. Jack Silverman (South Africa) 
Rabbi Dr. Albert H. Friedlander 

(Great Britain) 
Dr. Maurits Goudeket (Netherlands) 
Rabbi Dr. Alfred Gottschalk (U.S.A.) 
Rabbi Jerome A. Malina /U.S.A.) 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler (U.S.A.) 
Mr. David Riegler /Israel) 

HON. LIFE VICE PRESIDENTS: 
Judge Emil N. Baar (U.S.A.) 
Rabbi Dr. Leslie I. Edgar /Great Britain) 
Rabbi Dr. Meir Elk (Israel) 
M. Marcel Greilsammer /France) 
Rabbi Dr. Werner Van Der Zyl /Majorca) 
Rabbi Dr. C. Moses Weiler /Israel) 
Rabbi Dr. Jacob K. Shankman /U.S.A.) 
Mr. Victor Brasch (S. Africa) 

CHAIRMAN OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 

Mrs. David M. Levitt (U.S.A.) 

VICE CHAIRMAN: 
Rabbi Hugo Gryn /Great Britain) 

CHAIRMAN OF BUDGET: 
Ruth Daniel /U.S.A.) 

CHAIRMAN OF PERSONNEL: 
Rabbi Jacob K. Shankman 

TREASURERS: 
Mr. Samuel Perelson /U.S.A.) 
Mr. Edward Gold /Great Britain) 

SECRETARIES: 
Miss Jane Evans /U.S.A.) 
Mr. Bertram Jacobs (Great Britain) 

PAST PRESIDENTS: 
Dr. Claude G. Montefiore· 

/1926-1938) 
Rabbi Dr. Leo Baeck • 

/1938-1953) 
The Hon. Lily H. Montagu• 

/1954-1959) 
Rabbi Dr. Solomon B. Freehof 

(1~1964) 
Rabbi Dr. Jacob K. Shankman 

(1964-1970) 
Rabbi Dr. Bernard J. Bamberger' 

(1970-1972) 
Rabbi Maurice Eisendrath • 

(1972-1973) 
Rabbi David H. Wice 

(1973-1980) 

"Deceased 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 
Rabbi Dr. Richard G. Hirsch /Israel) 

NORTH AMERICAN DIRECTOR: 
Rabbi Paul A. Kushner 

CHAIRMAN OF THE 
NORTH AMERICAN BOARD 

Mr. Matthew H. Ross 

\NORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAIS~ 

nrJliJnrJ n11il1J 1'1111Jil ll,:\'fxil 
V 

February 2, 1983 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Thank you . very much for accepting Gerard Daniel's 
invitation and agreeing to be a member of our 
Commission to develop a statement on the World 
Union for Progressive Judaism, in relation to 
the state of Israel and Jewish existence in the 
Diaspora. 

We are eagerly looking forward to receiving your 
reflections so that they may assist the Sub-Com­
mittee in developing a proposal for presentation 
at the WUPJ International Conference in June. 

It will be most helpful if your statement would 
reach me at the Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati, 
OH 45220, within the next two weeks. 

Sincerely, 

~a. ~ 
Michael A. MeyerO 
Chairman of the Commission 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel • 02-234-748 



Rabbi Alexander N. Schindler 

Gerard Daniel, President• WUPJ 

Prof. Michaei Meyer; bbi Banjamin Kamin 

BLUE RIBBOO' CXJfflSSION 

Jamiary 24, 1983 

Please pardon the delayed response to your invitation to serve on the 
Blue Ribbon Omnission of the HUPJ. I will be happy to be a part of 
this study process and to aid in the developroont of a position paper. 
I will try to _et it to Michael by February 15, 1983. 

But, I rwst cautioo you that it may not be possible for TIE to attend 
the Israel Conference of the UIPJ this June/July and if this presents 
any problan please &D\t hesitate to advi"e 100 • If I can get to the 
mooting I will rut I can't make a definite camµ.tment at this time. 
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URGENT 

January 12, 1983 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
President 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabb i Schindle r: 

if 

As of this date, we have yet to hear from you on 
whether you will be willing to serve on the special 
Blue Ribbon Commission of t he World Union regarding 
Israel and the Diaspora. 

Gerard Daniel, President, and Professor Michael 
Meyer, who heads this Commission, are anxious to 
have your participation. Please refer to our letter 
of November 29, 1982 regarding details. We would 
deeply appreciate hearing from you directly as to 
your intention. Please call or write to us. 

Sincerely, 

Benjamin A. Kamin, Rabbi 
North American Director 

BAK/lhn 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel• 02-234-748 
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November 29, 1982 

A highly important weekend meeting of the North .American 
Board of the World Union for Progressive Judaism took 
place from October 29 through October 31 in New York. 
On October 31, the North .American Board had a business 
session followed by a meeting of the Governing Body of 
the World Union. 

As a result of various discussions that took place during 
that weekend and an address by our Executive Director, 
Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch, on Israel-Diaspora relations 
following the events in Lebanon, the North .American Board, 
under the Chairmanship of Matthew Ross, adopted a resolution 
recommending that I appoint a Blue Ribbon Committee of 
Refonn Jewish leaders all over the world "to study events 
and conditions in Israel and the Diaspora and issue position 
papers as soon as possible. 

The committee will have the following two mandates: 

1. To explore and try to define the position of Progressive 
Jewish comrrrunities in the various countries toward the 
State of Israel in the light of recent events and trends. 

2. To evaluate and report on the conditions of Jewish security 
in their respective lands in the light of intensified anti­
Semitic attacks against Jewish institutions. 

I am herewith asking you to serve on this committee, and in view 
of the heavy responsibility put upon us by the North .American 
Board's recommendation, would look forward to your affinnative 
response. 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel• 02-234-748 
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, Individual members of this committee in each given land will be 
expected to fonnulate a position paper which should reach the 
Chainnan of the Committee, Professor Michael A. Meyer, c/o Hebrew 
Union College, 3101 Clifton Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 45220, not later 
than February 15, 1983. 

Shortly after the papers have been received by the Chairman of the 
Committee, a working subcommittee will fonnulate a single text drawing 
upon the various papers submitted. The subcommittee will send a 
collective draft to all members of the full committee for their comments 
and suggestions. The Chairman will then call a meeting in the United 
States of the full committee to discuss and decide upon the draft 
proposal. After the text has the approval of the majority of the 
committee, it will be presented as an important piece of business to 
the 22nd International Conference of the World Union in Jerusalem, 
June 27, 1983, for final discussion and eventual adoption. 

I consider this mandate of the greatest importance because it will force 
us to define our various positions and fonnulate a fresh approach to 
Diaspora-Israel and Jewish-Gentile relations. This endeavor to define 
our Jewish thinking on an international basis can easily become one of 
the most important actions undertaken by our Movement. 

Please respond by December 15th indicating whether you will be willing 
to serve on the committee and to write a position paper more or less 
according to the enclosed guidelines which the Chairman has prepared. 
You should not be deterred because you may be unable to attend the 
committee meeting in New York in the spring. Please address your response 
to my invitation directly to Professor Meyer at the Hebrew Union College 
in Cincinnati with a copy to me. 

With my best wishes and regards. 

Cordially, 

Gerard Daniel 
President WUPJ 



Guidelines for the Preparation of Position Papers 

Please feel free to write as short or long a paper as you choose and in 
whatever fonn seems most appropriate to you. The working subcommittee will 
welcome input of various kinds. You may write in whatever language you 
feel most comfortable. The following suggestions are for those of you who 
would like more specific guidance. 

You might consider writing a paper of about four to six pages in length, 
typed and double spaced, divided into two parts. 

The first part might deal with the situation of Jewry in your country with 
specific reference to relations with non-Jews. Here it would be appropriate 
to discuss recent antisemitism within the historical framework of Jewish 
existence in the land of your residence. Has the relationship of non-Jew 
to Jew, of government to Jewish community, changed in recent years or months? 
What should be the specific position of Progressive Judaism in regard to the 
major issues of Jewish status and security where you live? From a liberal 
Jewish point of view, how do you conceive the role of the Jewish community 
and the Jewish religion in your country? 

The second part might deal with the relationship of Progressive Judaism to 
the State of Israel and its Jewry. You may want to deal with the need both 
for the defense of Israel against hostile and llllfair judgments and also for 
concerned moral reflection within Israel and the Diaspora. Specifically, what 
should be the attitude of adherents of Progressive Judaism throughout the 
world to such issues as democracy, religious freedom, and tolerance of minor­
ities in the State of Israel? And more generally, what kind of a society 
would we, as Progressive Jews deeply committed to Israel, want to see develop 
within the Land? 

No doubt other questions and issues will occur to you as well within the 
general framework of World Progressive Judaism vis-a-vis non-Jewish society 
and institutions on the one hand and .vis-a-vis our brothers and sisters in 
the State of Israel on the other. 

If you choose to do so, please consult with friends and associates regarding 
your draft. You may also involve others in the actual preparation at your 
discretion in any manner that you wish. Only try to avoid any procedure which 
will prevent its being complete and in the mail by the first week of February. 
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Mr. Gerard Daniel 
Box F 
New Rochelle, New York 10801 

Dear Gerry: 

October 18, 1982 

I have been i nfonned by Josh Dvmrk that Rabbi Jacob Shankman 
called requesting a housing loan from the UAHC for Rabbi Ben 
Kamin. While it is true that in the past the UAHC has made 
arrangements for housing loans for World Union staff people, 
this was in the days when the UAHC had some modest cash 
reserves and the World Union had none. 

I have discussed this matter with Alex and we both feel that 
given the World Union's present capital situation and the 
reserves which it has, it would be i na ppropriate for the 
UAHC to further deplete this modest endowment fund by making 
cash available to Rabbi Kamin. This should be the responsibility 
of the World Union, and, as a matter of fact, Gerry, I have grave 
doubt as to whether I could get such a loan approved by our 
Endowment and Trust Fund Committee, which would have to pass 
on any loan. 

Should the World Union detennine that it will provide the cash 
for the loan, we, the UAHC, would be more than delighted to 
handle the mechanics for you, utilizing the same fonns and 
processes which we have used for UAHC staff people. In other 
words, the money we don 1 t have, but we do have the mechanism 
and we would be glad to be of help. 

Please discuss this with me and let me know how you wish to 
proceed. 

Cordially, 

Theodore K. Broida 
TKB: tb 
cc: I Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
Mr. Joshua Dwork 

P.S. I am writing this letter to you because I understand Jack 
Shankman is hospitalized at this time. 



I 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Albert. Vorspan and Rabbi Leonard , . Schoolman 

Rabbi Ben Kamin 

August 30, 1982 

Ben Kamin is anxious to become better aquainted about and integrated 

with the Union. It would be well, therefore, if you ~ere to invite 

him to OUl." Program Committee and staff meetings. 

Thank you. 




