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The United Progressive Jewish Congregation of Johannesburg 

TELEPHONE 41-6170 • 

Rabbi Norman T. Mendel, B.A., B.H.L., M.A.H.L. 

7 :th Au.gU,6t 19 82 

~ ' 

~ /lab/,i_ ,xancklL Schlnd£Vt 
P!t.l6~nt - Unlon 06 Arne.Jc,[c.a.n 

1bnew Congne.ga..ti.ow., 
8 - 5:th Ave.nu.e. 

ew Yofl.k. 
NEW YORK 10021 
Unl:te.d Sta,te/2 o 6 Arne.Jc,[c.a 

Ve.M Ae.e.x 

38 OXFOr-lD ROAD 

PARKTOWN 

JOHANNESBURG 

I am ple.M e.d to in 60Jun y au. by way o 6 :thi.J.i le.tte.n o 6 intno du.mo n, tha,t Vn 
I.onae.l be.n Yo-6e.6, Pno6e.-6-6on in :the. Se.milic.-6 Ve.paJUYne.nt at :the. Unlve.Mdy 06 
Sou.th A6Jc,[c.a, will be. v,t.,6--Lti.,ng Ne.w Yofl.k. du.JU,ng :the. month 06 Ve.c.e.mbe.n. 

Vn be.n Yo-6e.6 ,,(.,6 an au.utan.ding -6c.holM, who hM -6tu.die.d in I-6nae.l ww MaJl..tin 
Bu.be.n. I Qnow :that i6 you. have. :the. oppontu.nlty 06 me.e.:ti.ng wdh h,t.m, you. wJ.,U 
Mnd :the. oc.c.Mion mo-6t won:thwhile.. Vn be.n Yo-6e.6, who addi:tlonal.1.y, -6e.nve.-6 
ou.n SpJc,[ng-6 Congne.ga.tion, ou.uide. 06 Johanne.-6buJtg, will be. inte.ne..-6te.d in 
le.Mnlng mane. about :the. Re.6onm Je..wJ.,,6h Commu.nlty. Any a.6-6,t.,6ta.nc.e. on in6onma..ti.on 
:tha,t you c.a.n pnovide. hlm, wJ.,U be. ve.ny muc.h appne.uate.d. Whe.n Vil. be.n YMe.6 
M/U,Ve6 in Ne.w Yofl.k., he. wiU u.ndoubte.dly c.ail youn o6Mc.e. 6oJt an appointme.nt. 
I fmow that he. will e.njoy -tou.Jc,[ng :the. HoU,6e, 06 JudM-6m {,,aulitie..-6. 

Thanung tJ 'u. 6on :the. a.6-6,t.,6tanc.e. and ho-6pdality :that you. wJ.,U pnovide. ou.n 
c.oile.agu.e. Vil. be.n Yo-6e.{,,, I am, 

NTM/-6W 



The Southern African Union 
for Progressive Judaism 

P.O. Box 18360 
Hillbrow, 2038 
Johannesburg, South Africa 

Dear Friends: 

November, 1980 

i 

The Golden Jubilee of the Progressive Jewi!hmovement in Southern Africa 
is a very special and meaningful occasion. From afar I express heqrt­
felt good wishes and a wann maza1 tov to the congregations and congre~ 
gants of the South African Union for Progressive Judaism. Would ttJat 
I might return to your lovely country in order to personally share An 
this 50th Anniversary. Alas, such a journey is simply not possible,. 
But know that I rejoice with,you, even as the families of our Unio~ of 
American Hebrew Congregations rejoke in your simcha. : 

Rhea and I carry many beautiful memories of our visit to your shores. 
Our journey was an inspiration; our memories of the visit are precious 
to us. We often think of the many wonderful people we met, the ver,Y 
gracious we 1 come tendered us, and the precious moments we spent with 
the Jewish corrmunity of Southern Africa. It was a memorable visit ,we 
shall recall always with great wannth and fondness. 

As your conmunity gathers together in celebration of its Golden 
Jubilee, we pray that the beautiful promise of this anniversary will 
continue to be fulfilled in the days and ~ears ahead. May you grow 
from strength to greater strength as you enrich and enhance the lives 
of the Jewish men, women and children of your corrmunities. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 
!AFFILIATED WITH THE WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM> 

Tll:L . ADDRll: ■ S: ""'RDJU " JOHANNl:■■URQ 

P.O. BOX 18630 
HILLBROW, 2038 

TEL : 725-2126 

Rabbi A.M.Schindler, 

U.A.H.C. 

838, Fifth Ave, 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Alex, 

SUITE 507 TOWER HILL 
Cor. KOTZE & KLEIN STS. 

HILLBROW 2038 

Oct 14th, 1980 

Thank you for your letter of September 26th, which I received 

to-day. 

I regret that you are unable to prepare an article for our 

publication, and so I will prevail upon you to send us a letter 

of greeting or whatever you see fit to prepare as we would like 

to include something from you, particularly as you visited this 

country such a short while ago, and your name is now known to 

the Reform Community of this country. 

I look forward to hearing from you at your convenience, and close 

with kindest regards to you and Rhea, from Norman and myself. 

HEATHER MENDEL. (Mrs) 

• Public 'Rel'ati·ons Officer, S.A.U.P.J. 



Ms. Heather Mendel 
Public Relations Officer 
S.A.U.P.J. 

P.O. Box 18630 
Hi 11 brow, 2038 
8ohannesburg, South Africa 

Dear Heather: 

September 26, 1980 

It was good hearing from you and I appreciate your good wishes 
for the New Year. They are fully reciprocated to you and your 
loved ones. 

My trav 1 and meeting schedule is exceedingly heavy during the 
coming months. Time is simply not available to me to under­
take 3,000 word article for the Goldne Jubilie Journal being 
published by the S.A.U.P.J. I hope you can understand my pre­
dicament. 

If a letter will suffice, I will be happy to send one off for 
inclusion in the Journal. If not, I'll understand. 

·lith every good wish and warmest regards, in which Rhea joins 
me~ I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 
(AFFILIATED WITH THE WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISMI 

Tl:L . AODRllea , "'PROJU .. JOHAN NlleaUR<i 

P.O. BOX 18630 
HILLBROW, 2038 

TEL : 725-2126 

Rabbi A.M. Schindler, 

President,U.A.H.C., 

838,Fifth Ave., 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

It gives me great pleasure to wish you and your family a Shana Tova, on 

behalf of The Southern African Union For Progressive Judaism, and hope 

that the New Year will be filled with health, happiness and fulfillment. 

In Southern Africa, we are preparing to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of 
Reform Judaism, which takes place in 1981. In honour of the occasion, 
we are planning to publish a souvenir journal that we will distribute 
nationally. As Public Relations Officer of our Movement, I am hereby 
requesting you to submit an article for this publication. The article 
should be relevant to Progressive Judaism, on a topic of your choice. 
It should be approximately 3,000 words in length. It should reach me, 
together with a photograph of yourself, and a greeting for publication, 
by January 31st, 1981. 

Please would you kindly confirm your acceptance, and inform me of the 

proposed title of the article by return of mail. 

Norman joins me in sending kind regards to Rhea, 

HEATHER MENDEL. 

Publi~ Relations Officer, S.A.U.P.J. 

P.S. We will also require a copy of your Curriculum Vitae. 
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TESTIMONY AGAINST TERRORISM 

OCTOBER 30, 1980 

Chairman - Gerard Daniel 
President, World Union for Progressive Judaism 

STAR SPANGLED BANNER 

INVOCATION Rabbi Sheldon Zimmerman, 
Central Synagogue 

MUSICAL SELECTION Cantor Richard Botton, 
Central Synagogue 

STATEMENTS Dr. Alfred Gottschalk, President 
Hebrew Union College - Jewish 
Institute of Religion 

READING 

REPORT 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser, Exec. Vice-Pres. 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 

Rabbi Michael Williams 
Union Liberale Israelite de France 
Rue Copernic, Paris 

CLOSING REMARKS Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch, Exec. Director 
World Union for Progressive Judaism 

Sponsored by the World Union for Progressive 
Judaism, with the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis and the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations. 



The World Union for Progressive Judaism, founded 
in 1926, unites more than 1,000,000 Jews in 25 
countries worldwide. Through the World Union they 
advance Judaism 's enduring values for life in a 
world of convulsive change. 

Reform , Progressive and Liberal Jews in the World 
Union initiate and expand concrete projects and 
programs, among them: 

- In Israel, the Leo Baeck School of Haifa, a 
network of Reform congregations, and educational 
programs for youth and adults 

- In England, the Leo Baeck Seminary of London 
- In France , the Institut d'Etudes Hebraiques 

of Paris 
- In Argentina, Congregation Emanuel, Buenos Aires 
- In Europe, the European Development Programme 

Worldwide the World Union aids in recruiting Jewish 
professionals and provides resource materials to 
foster Jewish communal and spiritual life. 

Rabbi Paul Kushner, North American Director 
World Union for Progressive Judaism 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York , N.Y. 10021 

Please send information about the World Union 

Name (Print) --------------

Address --------------------------

City ___________ State ________ Zip ___ _ 
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October 24, 1980 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Thank you for agreeing to participate in the Testimony 
Against Terrorism on October 30th at Central Synagogue . 
A detailed program of this event is enclosed. 

We would like you to speak on the contemporary political 
significance of the Paris bombing and the entire question 
of anti-Semitism in France . We regret that, because of 
severe limitations of time, we must call upon you to limit 
your remarks to approximately five minutes. We trust you 
will IB1derstand that the entire program is to last no longer 
than one hour . 

We look forward to your joining us on this important 
occasion and thank you for your continued cooperation. 

Sincerely , 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
Executive Director 

(signed in their absence) 

bd . 
enc. 

/ /"' 

-/­
~ I 

Rabbi Paul Kushner 
North American Director 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel • 02-234-748 
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Comments by Rabbi Schindler 
Testomony against Terrorism Central Synago ue, 

I am glad to add my voice to those offering testimony against Terorism. 

Oct 30, 1980 

I attended services at the Rue Copernique congregations a week after the attack. 
It was a traumatice ecperience ... 

... shatered glass ... under the protection of guns ... 

There is very little doubt in my mind the the pro-PLO policies of the 

French government served to prepare that a mosphere in which such a crime 
was possible 

one cannot Rmonot'. legitimize terrorism in one part of the wotld 
without giving it license in another 

one cannot call the assassin of an infant in' Naharia a fit partner 
for peace negotiations 
without at the same time also lending encouragement to rerrorists 
in every part of the world and of whatever stripe. 

There is another lesson which all of us were re-taught 

and that is that the extorionists price knows no limits 

when Britain threw Chzeckolovakia to ~itler and his wolves their 
appetitie was but whetted for more 

and so even now the oil extotionists will not be satisfied by 
feedingthem Israel or the Jews. 

This is what happened in Iran, dmd it not: 
first days of Khomeni's rebellion, Israel misson turned over to PLO 
no one said word - after all it was only Israel whichhad to pay 

Thencame the violation of the US diplon:atic santuary 

That's what happened in France 
Bomb aimed at Jews inside the synagogue 
then, quickly, other victims were claimed 

Thus it is and thus it always will be: 
The Jews are the bellweather of c:ix±xxxxtiB:mc the civilized world 
They are usually the first l[llDaX targets 

and if the civilized world allows their slaughter 
they are quickly followed by others 

by other reigions groupings 
by racial groups 
nad other minorities 
and political dissendents 

in other words by anyone who does not fit the mold 
who refuses to march in harmony with the drum beat set by the 

Fuehrer of the band 

This is why this occasion speaks not only to the Jew, but to free men and women everywher 
It is a m:axmxxittx issue of conscience 
It is also a matter of civilization's survival. 
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,.Judisc:18 GI.Jr n'--' inde zu Berlin 
p77'.} ;,':,,;, p 

1-'brpe,schaft des offenllichen Rechts 

Der vo,stand 

Fasa,'lc ·,str 79, 80 1000 Berlin 12 

Herrn 

Tele 1on 881 35 39 
Telex 182993 Jgbln d 

Gerard Daniel 
Prasident der World Union for 
Progressive Judaism 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York , N.Y. 100021 

USA 

Sehr geehrter Herr Prasident ! 

Berlin , den 1 . 0kt . 1'980 

Vo.Ga/Sag . 

Ihr Schreiben vom 25 . September 1980 habe ich erhalten, und es hat 

mich betroffen gernacht~ in welch vorschneller Weise Sie mich , 

kritisierent weil _ich nicht umhin konnte, einem vom Senat von Berlin 

verhangt~n Zuzugsstop fur judische Zuwanderer aus der UdSSR · zuzu­

stimmen . Ihre Reaktion ist voreilig, weil sie ohne eine genaue 

Kenntnis aller hier in Betracht kommenden Fakten erfolgte und sich 

lediglich auf einen Zeitungsbericht stutzt . 

Uber die Fakten muB. ich Sie aufklaren. Die Judische Gemeinde zu 

Berlin zahlt gegenwartig rund 6400 Mitglieder . Seit 1973 hat sie 

etwa 2500 Zuwanderer aus der UdSSR aufgenommen . Da die Regis_trie- -­

rungen noch nicht ·· abgeschlossen sind und da die Familienzusammen- __ 

fuhrung vom Zuzugsstop Dicht beruhrt wird, qaB bis Ende 1980 ungefahr 

3000 zuwanderer aufgenommen sein werden . Fur eine so relativ kleine 

Gemeinde ist dies ein enorm hoher Anteil, demgegenuber sich die 

Aufnahmebereitschaft der ubrigen judischen Gemeinden in der Bundes­

republik Deutschland sich als ·sehr · geringfugig erwiesen hat . .. 

- 2 - -



• JODISCHE GEMEINDE ZU BERLIN Blatt 2 

Dies wirft die Frage au£, warum so viele Zuwanderer ausgerechnet 

nach Berlin gekommen sind. Die Antwort ist leicht zu finden. Sie 

kamen, weil ihnen hier in einer einzigartigen Weise geholfen wurde 

und weil es in Berlin eine attraktive Judische Gemeind~ gibt. Ich 

kann fur mich in Anspruch_ nehmen, zugunsten dies er Zuwanderer wei t 

mehr getan zu haben als irgendeine andere judische Personlichkeit. 

Nicht nur die entsprechenden Dienststellen der Judischen Gemeinde 

zu Berlin, sondern ich selbst habe mich fast taglich vieler schwierig 

gelagerter Einzelfalle angenornmen und habe erreicht, daB Menschen, 

die illegal eingereist sind, zunachst die Duldung und dann eine 

Aufenthaltsgenehmigung bekamen, daB sie eine Arbeitserlaubnis und 

das Anrecht au£ eine eigene Wohnung erhielten. Ich habe personliche 

Verbindungen spielen lassen, um Menschen aus diesem Kreis zu 

Arbeitsplatzen und zu Wohnungen zu verhelfen. Nur wer selbst in diese 

Eingliederungsbemuhungen eingeschaltet war oder sie aus nachster 

Nahe beobachten konnte, kann beurteilen, wie schwierig all das war. 

DaB es uberhaupt in einem solchen MaBe gelang, ist auch darauf 

zuruckzufuhren, daB der Senat von Berlin eine ganz auBergewohnliche 

GroBzugigkeit bewies, die ihrerseits zu einem betrachtlichen Teil 

sich aus dem guten Verhaltnis der Judischen Gemeinde zu Berlin zur 

gesamten demokratischen Offentlichkeit der Stadt ergeben hat. Auf die 

sich uber Jahre und Jahrzehnte erstreckende Entwicklung dieses 

Verhaltnisses habe ich, der ich seit mehr als 31 Jahren Vorsitzender 

der Judischen Gemeinde zu Berlin bin, einen maBgeblichen EinfluB 

genommen. 

In diesen 31 Jahren hat die Judische Gemeinde zu Berlin vor manchen 

Eingliederungsaufgaben gestanden und hat sie gelost. Wir hatten 

mit der Reintegration der Schanghai-Fluchtlinge zu tun, wir hatten 

polnische Juden aufzunehmen. Fur sie alle habe ich mich eingesetzt, 

doch fur keine Gruppe habe ich so viel getan, fur niemanden habe ich 

mich so sehr engagiert wie fur die Zuwanderer aus der Sowjetunion. 

- 3 -



JUDISCHE GEMEINDE ZU BERLIN Blatt 3 

In den zuruckliegenden Jahren habe ich an manchen Beratungen des 

European Council of Jewish Community Services teilgenommen , bei 

denen es um die Aufnahme von Zuwanderern ging. Was ich dabei vor 

allem gehort habe, waren Begrundungen dafur, warum diese oder jene 

judische Gemeinschaft Zuwanderer angeblich nicht aufnehmen konne . 

Es hieB , die betreffenden Staaten seien keine Einwanderungslander , 

und anders als wir haben diese Gemeinschaften bei ihren Regierungen 

nichts unternommen, um eine Aufnahme von Zuwanderern zu erreichen . 

Von diesem Mangel an Aufnahmebereitschaft machten auch fur heutige 

europaische Verhaltnisse durchaus nicht kleine judische Gemein­

schaften wie etwa die GroBbritanniens keine Ausnahme . 

Ich erinnere daran , wei l ich mich dagegen verwahren muB , daB heute 

an mir Kritik geubt wird, von einer Seite geubt wird, die an jenem 

Verhalten nichts Beanstandenswertes fand. 

Sie fragen mich in Ihrem Brief, warum ich die Hilfe Ihrer Organi­

sation nicht erbeten habe. Ich wuBte nicht , wie Sie hatten helfen 

sollen, woes um die Uberwindung objektiver Schwierigkeiten geht . 

Diese Schwierigkeiten lassen sich uberwinden , aber dazu bedarf es 

einer Atempause, die durch den Zuzugsstop des Senats jetzt eingetreten 

ist . Dies allein warder Grund fur meine Zustimmung zu diesem 

zuzugsstop , die ich sehr schweren Herzens und nur meiner Ver a ntwortung 

folgend getan habe . Jetzt geht es darum, daB innerhalb der Judischen 

Gemeinde zu Berlin ein ProzeB der Annaherung zwischen den Zuwanderern 

und denen, die schon langer hier sind , in Gang kommt . Ist dies 

geschehen, haben die anderen judischen Gemeinden in der Bundes­

republik Deutschland ihre Aufnahmebereitschaft fur zuwanderer unter 

Beweis gestellt und haben die ubrigen Bundeslander die gleiche 

GroBzugigkeit an den Tag gelegt, mit der man in Berlin verfahren 

ist , dann kann uber die Aufhebung des jetzt verhangten Zuzugsstops 

geredet werden . Dies hat mir Berlins Regierender Burgermeister 

Dietrich Stobbe zugesichert . 

- 4 -



• JODISCHE GEMEINDE ZU BERLIN Blatt 4 

Lassen Sie mich bitte abschlieBend noch einen sehr wichtigen Aspekt 

dieser Problematik zur Sprache bringen : Bei den zuwanderern handelt 

es sich nicht um Fluchtlinge, sondern um Menschen , die mit einem 

Israel-Visum - und nur mit diesem - die Sowjetunion verlassen 

konnten . Der Staat Israel . steht ihnen als das demokratische Land 

offen , in dem sie volle staatsburgerliche Rechte genieBen und samtliche 

Moglichkeiten zur Wahrung judischer Identitat haben . Dies begrundet 
Verpflichtungen dieser Menschen gegenuber dem judischen Staat , 

insbesondere in dessen jetziger bedrangter Situation . Dies sehe ich 

in aller Klarheit , wenngleich ich das demokratische Grundrecht der 

Freizugigkeit ohne Einschrankung bejahe und mir nicht anmaBe , 

daruber zu richten und zu rechten , warum j emand sich in Israel 

nicht eingliedern konnte oder nicht eingliedern wollte . Aufgrund 

dieser meiner Einstellung war ich bereit , den Zuwanderern , die nach 

Berlin kamen , jede mir mogliche Hilfe z u leisten . 

Ich hoffe, daB dieser Brief Sie zu einer objektiveren Beurteilung 

dieser Hilfe und uberhaupt meiner Haltung veranlassen wird und 

verbleibe 

mit dem Ausdruck meiner vorzuglichen Hochachtung 

JDDISCHE GEMEINDE ZU BERLIN 

/ // 

., I I 1 / 

(Heinz Galinski ) 

/ 

' , 
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Mr. Gerard Dan1e1 
President, WUPJ 
Pllly Park Road 
Rye, N.Y. 10580 

Dear Jerry: 

September 30, 1980 

I am glad that you wrote to Ga11nsk1 as you d1d and that you 
intend to pursue th1s ■atter through the European Section of 
the World Union for Progressive duda1s•. 

I was just as d119u ted when I aw the notice in the New York 
Times and I admire you fo~ putting pen to paper. 

This 1s strictly of th record but I have had some encounters 
with Galinski through my work with the Federation of Polish 
Jews as well as through the World Jewish Congress and I find 
him to be an entirely unpalatable character, ugly fn fact. He 
impresses me as a ruthl ss nd ty~annfcal person 1n h1s ap­
proach to the Jewish community. especially deprecatory of "ost 
Juden" and anybody who 1s poor. In a word, the worst which we 
have come to expect f~om oligarchical leadership. Of course, 
I don't know hfm as a whole and he may well have some redeem­
ing features but my instinct 1s mostly negative. 

If there's anyway 1n which you th1nk I can help please •o 
let me know. 

Rhea joins me 1n sending warmest regards to you and Ruth. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

\ 

\ 



233 

\NORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISN\ 

nrJ1iJnrJ n11il'J 1rJJl1Jil 11,:\( '<il 
Office of the President 

September 25, 1980 
ddt-574 

Mr. Heinz Galinski 
Judische Gemeinde zu Berlin 
Fasanenstrasse 79/80 
1000 Berlin 12 
w. Germany 

Dear Mr. Galtnski: 

I enclose the copy of an article that appeared today in the 
New York Times concerning the proposed limitation for Jewish 
imrnigran~s in west Berlin. 

I cannot claim to be familiar with the intricate problems of 
Russian Jewish immigration into west Germany and especially 
West Berlin, but of course am well aware of the general pro­
blems of the diversion of Russian Jews with Israeli visas to 
countries in the west other than Israel. 

It is my first strong reaction that the proposed action by the 
west German authorities in,which according to this article, you 
concurred is a grievous step against which 'world Jewish leader-, 
ship should strongly protest. 

This is not the place to enter into the debate as to whether it is 
"ethical" for Russian Jews with Israeli visas to later select 
another country as their haven. I would like to deal simply 
with the fact that a few thousand Jews hav~ found their way into 
west Germany and especially west Berlin and that originally the 
west German authorities, though possibly not officially granting 
them Refugee status were helpful in West Berlin as well as in 
other parts of west Germany. 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel • 02-234-748 



Mr, Heinz Galinski - 2 - September 25, 1980 

Should now in 1980 a man of your statute be quoted (and I hope 

fervently incorrectly) "we have taken more than our share". At 

what time, dear Mr. Galinski, have you or our West Berlin Jewish 

leaders, especially those that are affiliated with the World 

Union for Progressive Judaism approached us and asked for help? 

In fact my quest for information into the fate of Soviet Jewish 

refugees in Germany remained unanswered. My concern had been 

the obligations of liberal International Judaism to provide 

adequate jewish education for those families who have already 

settled. I cannot see the German authorities would have taken 

official steps to halt entry of Soviet Jewish refugees, whether 

they were legal or illegal, unless they felt that the Inter­

national Jewish community as represented through the West 

German and West Berlin Jewish leadership was in full agreement 

with them. I.have seen their lenience and flexibility mani­

fested through the last few years with a great number of 

refugees, whether political or not, and only when the security 

of the West Germans was threatened did I see them take action. 

I permit myself this judgment based on the fact that I, a 

German Jew, am frequently traveling to Germany where I own 

a factory. Obviously this letter is a quick reaction to the 

report of the New York Times and more facts will be needed. 

However, I am sending a copy of this letter to Rabbi Hugo Gryn 

with a request to put this matter on the agenda of the European 

Board of the World Union at its meeting in Brussels, October 3nd 

through October 5th. I am very hopeful that you will be attend­

ing this European Board Meeting as well and that this problem 

can be aired and if official statements are to be made to either 

correct any misquotes or even for the world Union leadership to 

take a distance from your and the west Berlin Jewish leaderships 

attitude, let this be done at that meeting. 

I am fully aware of the splendid role that you have played in 

guiding the fates of the West Berlin commun~ty for so many 

years, during very difficult times, and I am sorry that my first 

• 
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Mr. Heinz Galinski - 3 - September 25, 1980 

contact with you as the President of the World union has to 
take place in the form of this protest. 

I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

Gerard Daniel 
President 

GD/ddt 

CC: Rabbi Hugo Gryn 
Rabbi Richard Hirsch 
Rabbi Alexander Schkindler 
Rabbi Peter Levinson 

--I Q._ ,s,-4-,fof ✓ / 

r k-./.----,., i(/v '£-.,, t_.., ./✓ .. ,4 

Ju 0VU-. 'y- ✓
0

1" - "" - V , ✓ J.(_, 

''(; {.,t--,(__ .... l, 



.. .. 

Mil.. <1vtaJtd ·van,i.ei., 
Box ·up• 
New Roclr.el.te.1 N.Y. 10801 

Ve.alt Ge.Jr/Uj, 
4 

'\,1/-
\., . 

v .... n"U::1 •iJN:I. IN1~
11 :IJJ'ft l::rln 

~. iJN::I 1N1-i~· 11::1111 ,aa n•:1. .. 
'7o 1283 :, .n • J'7!l ,nn1H ·n,. i1!:l1n ... : 

nn1;7nn nn;p'J •n'Ju,n ,u•xi1 ro -ro1n 

Septe.ni>eJt 23Jtd, 1980 

I have. youir. lett.eJt 06 AugU6t 25:th Jte.galtdi.ng the $12,000 .loan 601t wkich we. a.6h.ed, a.6 we..!.l a.6 youJr. :td..e..gJt.am, .ln6oltmi.n.g mt :tha.t t1ie Executlve ckcli.rU?.d 
OU/r. Jte.qUUt. • 

-It ~ bnpoJt:tan:t :tha:t we. ... have. a. long W.k. when I am next bi New Yoltk, bi oJU:ltvt to ctl4~ :th.l6 quu.t.lon toge.,tiieJL. None;t:J,.e.i.uA, I will bJLU.6f.y an6WVl. 
tJ(JUlt que.6.tlon.6 : • 

The $15.,0001,4 2 loant, whlch Me on the Wo.trl.d Unlon book.6 we.Jte. meant t:.o 
i, be gJLant.6 .bl oJrdvt to hdp U6 w.lth. the 6,in.anclng 06 :the bu.i.ldi,ng 06 ouJr. CentVL. 
i I.t W46 ~od tJuLt r,.eUhVL would .the.Jul be ~t noJL would .the. Sc.hoot 

take. on /f.U'pOn6ibl..U;ttJ to J[LpaJJ th-u gJUUit •. Q.ulte. dl68e.1te.nt Wa.6 :the $40 ,ooo _ 
l.J)an we J[LetUVfld 6Ji.om :the Ch46e MaMa.ttan Bank ,l.n oltdvl to 6,inan.c.e. c.on.6.tlw.etlon 
06 the. i.he.U. 06 :the Synagogu.e.-UbltalLIJ buU.t:U.ng. Had we not taken :th-U loan 
a.t. .tkt. t.i.Jwl,· :the c.on:buido1t would have. :taken· down :the -6ca66oldlng and it would 
luwe. c.o.t.t U6 a.t l.e.a6t :thlte.e t..inK?.-6 tha.t amount to put up .the 1t006 bi t.h.e ne.x.t 
.6-tage o 6 c.on-6-tJw.c.tlon. It wa6 CU.all that th.l6 Wa.6 to be a. loan to be 1te.pa,ld 

• and the .i.n.u.Jr.e..6t to be pa.ld by :the Bae.ck Sckoo_.f... We ha.ve honOJted :th.l6 
contnltment ':thlr.ou.gh the yeaJl.6 by ~g -lnte.lte.-6.t ea.ch month and Jtedu.cing .the loan 61tOm $40,0·00 t:o the pJr.Ue.n.t $10,000. The $12,000 which I Jtequu.te.d wa6 
me.ant to be. a. loa.n t:o be Jte.paid w-lt.h.ln 6 mon:th-6: Thlvr.e.601te, one cannot c.ompa,te. 
:t.b...iA Jtequut w..i.:th the ope.niM6eJtJte.d to. . 

Wu:h JtegaJr.d tQ.. :the geneJta..f.. 6,inanclal p.i..~. 06 :the School, .U .l6 ,<Jlf)O!fhm:t ' 
.that qou. and :the fx.e.c.u:tlve know .tha.:t the Leo Bae.ck School ha.6 tot:a.l. and ope.n 
a.c.c.ount-i.ng 06 Lu .e.>ttllLe. 6,lnanc.u. The WoJL.f..d Un.lon 1te.ce..lvu a. plrht.te.d budge..:t . 
tLt. the. open,lng 06 e,a.c.h a.C!ademlc. yeaJr., a. mon.thl.y -6.tate.men.t 06 contltlbutum4 Jte.CJli.ve.d both ht New YoJck and dllte.c.ti.y, and a. 6ulf.. and a.c.cJr.e,dU:.e.d annual audU 
oa bot:h 06 Lu compan-i.e.6. Al, an exampi..e I 6olWJaJUJ. by ~e.pa/ul.te a,llum,U: 

." J 1-l.4At. ·yeaJL '.6 budge:t; •• 
2 l :th.e. mon:thly -6.ta.te.menu 6oJL ou.Jr. a.cack.mlc. ye,aJr. 1919 / BO , with the -.. 

e.xc.e.ptlon 06 Au.gu.6:t 1980, a.6 we. have not. yet Jte.c.eive.d the Wollld Un.lon'.6 
6uU. li.ta:wnent 601t :tk-iA month; ~ . 

The Leo Baeck School 
P.O.B. 6283 • Haifa, Israel 
campus located : Edmood Fleg St .. French Carmel • tel. .s1,2 5A 1 

An educational \nter of the Wo\ld Union for Pr~ ... ive Judaism 
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3) the ~t audi;te.d yeo.JL 1977 ;n. 1978/79 1w not been a.w:LU:ed yet, · 
a.6 we. aJrR.. 1,W,l ne.go-tlaU.n.g wU:h Halm Ahhhe-im :to beg.in h.u woJt.k, 
a.6 OU/r. p1te.v.ioU1.> au.dU.olL di.e.d. 

Ge.n.vr.all..y, OWL budgdaJty p,i,ctwte. .i6 ah 60£1.ow,!,: 

/ 
/ 

. • Two tlu.Jui6 06 oWL annual budge,t .i6 c.ovvc.ed by Gove/lnJnen.t :tu,i,t,ion paymen.u, ~. 
~' .6ellv.lc.e. 6eu and Gove.M.me.nt .6ub.&.idiu 601L c.vr.:t:a,i,n plLOg/tam6. One. :tfwu:L 
06 CUJr. budget 111L6.t be. c.oveJte.d by outude. con-tJri.bu.:ti.on6. Th.ll, .inciu.d.u plLOgltam6 
06 Re.601tm Jw:la,Um, yotdk t.e.a.dvu,hi..p .vu:un.lng, wolrk. wU:h. new .urrnigJLanU, wUh 
u.ndvr.plu.vU,e.~e.d, .ln:l:vr,6ai;tk woltk.., .6 ocl~~ a.eti.on. 1 n the. pa.t,:t -6 e. velld .ye.aM t:iuLt 
1/3 ~ amoun.te..~ to $.150,000 - 180,000. 

The. above. 6,lnanci.at plc.twu!. dou not .include. the. Jwu.01t. HJ..gh Sc.hoot 
which ~ aimo.&t :totalty .6uppoJt.te.d by the. GoveJutnlen:t (wh,lch pay.6 u.ac.hvu,' .6ai..o.JU.lU) -
and :the Mwilc..ipali;tg (whic.h covvr.., all ot:hell expen6U} . Howe veil, you. w.lU 1te.all6e 
t:ha:t we. air£. lte..6pon6J..ble 601t :the. expe.MU 06 a.U p1Wg/UU116 06 Re.6oJUn Ju.dail,m 601L 
the .6tu.de.nt..6 .in the Junio1r. H,lgfL School, ah w~. 

The. WoJr..ld Un-lon tlvwugh Lt-6 annual budge,t ha.:S no 6,lna.nual 1te.!,poM.ibili:ty 
601t the n,lnanc.u 06 .:th.e. Sc.hool, exc.e.pt, nOll- a poJt.t-<.on 06 my ,t,ai..o.Ju.J. Howe.veil, :the. 
Wolti..d Un-lon .6.igne.d a. c.on:tJr.a.c;t w-lth :the Bae.ck School, a. c.opy 06 which 1 a.£.60 .6end 
by .6e.pallate. ~, 6Mm which you w.lU .6e.e. :th.at :the Wolli.d Un.lon .u., u.Ltimate.ly 
lte.!,poM.ible 60}( :the. budget. Th,w lr.Upo~.ib.llay wLU oni.y be. ne.C.UUVUJ ,lf, :the. 
Sc.hoot cannct mal.ntaln. J..t.6e.t,6n. U-6 own.. I,t; Wa.6 c.lealli..y u.ndvu,:tood when we. • 
1,,i.gne.d :tha,t con:tJutc;t t:ha.:t :the Wolli.d Unlon. Wah :to help :the. autholLU<..e.-6 06 :the. Sc.hoot, 
upeci.aU.y the. manag.i.ng CWLe.c.:to-'l., to Jto.,U,e. :the. 6u.n.d.6 ne.c.e..6MVUJ fuou.gh ,lt-6 
c.ontdLtuR.n:t.6. We. :the.Jte.by bee.a.me a. c.Jtuclal 6ac.:to1t ,i.n :the. total 6wtd /UU.6mg plc;t:uJte. 
o 6 :the. Re.60-'l.m Movement ht ge.n.VUtl and :the Wo!Ltd Un.lon ht paJLt-i..c.uhvt. I:t .u.i to 
:the. Wo!Ltd Un.lon '.6 itUJUr.e.i.t. :to gu.a.!tan:tee. that :the Bae.ck School' -6 annual n.ee.d.6 a/Le 
me,t .60 a.6 n.o:t :to be. 00fl.c.e.d to dJr.aw on .lt6 ow.n. '!,UOull.C.e.-6. 

• You Mk a.bout :the. 1t.ela:Uon1,lu.,p between :the School and :the Ha.if,qk,tholLU<..e.-6. 
We. have. no c.on.:tlta.ct wah .:th.e. Ha.if,a. Mwu.c.ipail;ty, and :the.y ha.ve. n.o !te6pon.6J..bw.:ty 
60-'l. owr. budge.taluj ne.ed.6. The Mwu.c.ipaLi.:ty hao leaoed .:th.e. £.and upon whlch :the. 
School buLf..di.ng _.6.tand.6, 0011. 99 ye.a1r1:, :to :the. Jew.u.,h Agenc.y who o«™ .:th.e. bu..U.d.uig. 
The. Age.nc.y own.6 .:the. bl..lllcun.g :tlvt..ough owr. .tiec.ond c.ompany, :the. Le.a Ba.eek Educ.a.ti.on.al 
Ce.nte.1t, wlu.,ch wao t.d up ht 1969 f,oJt. .that. pwr.po.tie. We. -'l.UYl. the. c.ompany, .60 :tha.:t 
:the. oni,y way :the. £.and and :the. bl..lllcli..n.g c.an. be. t.a.k.en E,11.om U6 ,v., ,lf, we a/r.J!.. n.o:t a.ble. 
:to med oM 6,[n.anc.,i.al Jr.e..6poYL6ib,i...U;UM. I:t ,v., f,oJt. :thl6 Jte.aoon., :too, .that. :the. Wolti..d 
Union. 11KU>:t .tid the. pMpe.!t ann0.ophe.1te. among ili c.on.6:t..ltu..e.n:t6 60-'l. u..6 :to c.ontinU£. 
:to be. able :to me.e.:t :the.-6 e !te.-6 pon1.i.ib,i...U;Ue..6. 

In .6p,i.u. 06 the. !,a.ct :that. :the. Ha.if,a. M~c.ip~y .u.i n.o:t. ~~ 
!tUpoM.ible f,oll. OM budge,t we. c.on.tinu.e to ne.gofu.te. w,U.h :the. .Mwu.c-c..pali:ty • 
fpll. .tiu.ppoJt.t f,01t vo.Ju.ou.6 ac;ti..vJ..tie.-6. Th.u.i .u., e..6pe.c.ially :tJc..u.R. o-6 oWL new Le.hJunan 
Conmun,i..t.y Ce.n:te.1t .{J1 the. S cJia al which. hao b e.e.n. .6 u.c.h a. Jr.e6 o u.ndutg -& u.c.c.e..6.6 • Tha 
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Ivur.el Co1r.polt.ati.on. a~ Corrmwu:ty Cvu':e.M, which .i6 :the e.qLU.val.e,n.t ~16 :()1.e. Je.tAJ..Uh 
Wti6a1t-e. BoaJtd .ln. .the Un-Ue.d S.tate.,~ d0e.,~ no.t ope.Jc.ate -<.n H1i75a:, be.CLtuM .. ,the. 
Mw1ici..paUty c.on.tMl6 al'l.d man.agu .th.e Corrrnu.n.Uy Cente.Jt.6 whldi have. bee.1 de.vel.oped 
hVte. Thvr.e(JoJte, we have . .twme.d :to .the Mw1,,:ci..pa,f.,.i;t.y 6on .6Uppolit {olf. owr. Ce.n.tVi. 
ct6 welt. The. 6,ur.ancuii ptu.ndple. upon. whldi c.orra11un,U:.y ce.Yl-te.Jt1) bt 1Mw.e_,f_ .t..tan.d 
g~'.rte,'l.aU.y_ :.<.,6 tha.t the actlvd),u Juppc.,..~ .th.em6e.lvv., and the ;;1ari.a.ge .. me.nt o.nd ::ve..>L­
he..a.d.6 aJi.e. pald b If .:the. ru.d.hotu.:ti..e.{) . We have. at.\ ke.d .:the. Mu.n,.i .. r.,,i,pa .. li.:tL; .to ac.c.e.p.t :tJ.,u.i 
pM.Y!.dpl.e will ~, whVCR.biJ :the. Leo Ba.eek School Company cud :the Mwu.ci.pal_.,,i_,ty 
will . .ofuvr.e. on an equal bal) U tiie an.nu.al de.fr<..clt. Vr..uuv,g the. pa.6.:t ye.alt, which 
WM :tlt.e fr<M.t 6u.1.i... ye.o.Jt 06 opeJr.a...tfon., aM de.-fr<,.cl.t came. to $25,000 --i..n .the. 
c.ommtou..ty ,:.en.tVL. We. have no.t ye_j: 1Le.c.uve..d ·,my cu.d 6Jr.om -the. MwiLc-lpa.W.y, e.11r 11 

•, tlwu.gh ,U:. Wa.6 pMmioe.d. Th..i./2 ..u.i one c.a.w.,e 06 -the cu.6-Slc.u.U n,ULMC.-M 
.6--Ll:ua.tMn .ln. wludi we. M,nd au.Mei.vu~ W•~ aJr..e. J:tU.l ne.90.t.i.atin.g wilh. :the. 
Mwu.ci..pa..li..ty ht :th,l6 rraU:.rut. 1.t ..u.i my op-iru.an .tha..t :the au.tho1vi.,,.ti.,v., Wt.£. dM..CJfl-ln.g 

, .. 

.th.w he.w bec.a.u6e on Of(;thoc/.ox. p!Le6.6Wte.. 16 :the, RenolUn Move,me.n-t WM.e. to e.xeJr,t 
c.olUtUpondi..n.g p!LU'->Ulte we wau.ld Jtecuve ,th.e. money qU,i,chR.lJ ,i.n my oprnon.. 

On :th...u, oot ma;t;f.,e,Jr.~ u ~eeJM to me. CIUlcia.l .to po,ln,t Ollt ,that ,i;t .,u 
:thJwugh .the. c.on:111u.n.lty c.e.nte.Jt .tha;t ·we, the Re.6oJun Movement, have. .the. pVLoe.ct ou;t.le,,t 
:t.o .6hcw t.o I.t>Jr.a.el what owr. ma.ln Jr..elig.lo~ c.anc.e.pt ..u.i - ;t.he. p,'1.ophmc. :th.tw.6t "to 
Jtep<U.ll. the wolri..d -iri .the hna.ge. 06 Gad". The. ..ut.teJt-pe.Man.al. Jt.e.i.a,tion.6hip.6 wLthln 
:the 6amlf.y and wafwt .tiie. c.o~ wlu.c.h we develop .t.Jvwugh :that ce.n:tvt. a,'l.e. 
rmlung .l-6~ look .to oUIL appJWa.c.h :to MUgion a~ a d.i..66eJr.Q.n;t qua,,U.,;ty of; UiJe.. 
1 Jee .that once people .ttu.u>t ea.ch a.their. ,in. ..the commu.nlty and 6e.ei.. Je.c.Wte. one. w..Uh 
:the o:thvr., :then :the.y come. :to .the J yri.aga gu.e.. Owr. -6 ynagogu.e. .i6 theJr.Q.(Jaf{.e a. n.a:tWUtl 
01.Ltte:t and ,u, beln.g ..i..n..tR..gJta.ted in.to o:the.lt cu,pe.c;t,~ 06 .:thw U 0e. 

Th,.u, bJu.ng.6 me. .to -the. quution 06 Ohe.i. AvJl.a.ham, :the. be.a.uti6u.1. chapel. wh..i.cli 
we have.. be.e.n pJL.i..vile.ged .to c.omp£.e;te.. So 6a.1r. the. Jtelig.loU6 J.>Vl.v.lcu and o:theJL 
a,c;U.v,UJe.)., .ln. .the -oyna.gogu.e. have. be.en n,i.nance.d by ,the. Schaal thJwu.gh :the. JLe..gui.alt 
.6 c.hool bu.dge..t. A6 o 6 :the. ple,U en-t 6..i..J.i cal ye.alt. we. have. plLe.paJr..e.d a .6 pe.cia.l bttdge.t 
6aJL .the .6yn.a.gogue. i...:ae.i.6, Be.c.a.U6e. 06 oWt di..66,i,.c.ul.:t 6,inancial -oLt.u.atfon. we. .6hail. 
no.t be. able to h.vte n.u:the.Jt a. pe.Mon. Jte..6poMible. 6oJr. .the. muft-i.6a!Llo~ a.c.:ti..vl:tlv., 
which p1tevm .thvl.e. nail a. 111U6ician :to develop .th.e. NU.6a.c.h. S.tafltutg ..i.n tile. 6a.U 
o 6 19 81 we. .6 he utd aMange 6,lnanc.u .ln. -6 uc.h o. wa.y :tha.t. we. can pa.y 6 a Jr. tho-0 e. :two 
.6~. Th..u, w.lU g·u.aJr.a.n:te.e. :that we .6ha..U. be. able. to c.on:ti..nu.e. .to M....i....6 e. a. ne.w 
ge.ne.Jtation 06 le.adeMhip 60Jr. .th.e. 1.6Jr.o.W. move.me.n-t. 

·•· 
Ai.Jr.eady mo.6.t 06 .th.e M.bb.uuc J.tu.de.n-t6, a. h..i.gh p<Utc.e.nta.ge. 06 .th.e. 6ounding 

membe.JrA 06 Yah.e.i., man!f o0 the. youth le.a.dvu,, .th.e. he.a.d on :the. c.orrrnun.Lty cent~ 
and maYU/ _ .te.adte.M b a.th at tile. Schaal and el6 e.whVte Me :the. Jc,U uU o n .the. pati.e.n.t 
lea.deJLini.p :tlr.airting whic.h. the School ha.6 e.mphM-lze.d .tfvwu.gh :the. ye.a/L6. One. 
canno.t put .1. p!ilc.e on :th,i,6. Non~U.6, U dau c.o.6:t money, and we. .6ha..U. ha.ve. 
:to c.on..tinu.e. .to Mi.t,e :the 0und6 ne.c.eJ.i.60.Jl.Y .ln Oll.deJr. to de.vel.op and dee.pen -6uc.h 
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The. School, L'J t:he.Jte /JM .. e., a model noJr. many activW.eo o 6 :the I.6Jr.o..e.l 
Rt{iof'm Move.rtW.n.t. What we. Wk. do-<..ng n.oc,v afiteJt ha.vb1g c.omphle..d .:the. fruu,t 
p, .. ..og,'lUJ.iive Synagogue. buii,di.ng .i.YI I1:,JW..(>X, ,Lt, to c/1,ea;t.e a mod.el. wh,i,ch. w,i,.tt .6e.Jr.ve. 
ab aH e.xa.mpl~ nuJr.. all QOrrtnwu;t:y ~e.;i.tz..,'l !.if)'tagogu.ell wh.,i,di itl-Ul be de ve.1-ope.d by 
ouJr. ~ove1nen..t .i.Ji fa fla.e,e in. . .:the. 0utl!/Le.. 

7. t) the. 1..e.a Baec.k Sdwo-f oal.l.\ M .. n.an.c-i..aJ.fy and mU,~.t be. :t.1;./me.d O\'e.Jr.. to 
ano.thc~ '!. a.utfwm!f be.c.au...6e. we. e:ctV•nat m~e;t ow1. 6,£.,~c.al. ne..t..pon.6,i,bil,,~U..v.i, ,[x, will 
be. a tail..Lte. th.a..t :ti".: Re.nc1rn Mow.m~n.-t u.W.:U. 1; ,.,t be able. ;t.o ove..-'l. ..... c, r.e .. -i.,v1. 1-,11.a.eL 
Tht.. ur,po1.1-i;te. {.,!, .tJ,e. r..aoe: .u~ mu.6.t be. a.·11 e:xivn;afe. on wha.t th.e. Re 60.'Wl Afove..me.nt c.an. 
do tc bu.LR..d fo:rn.el. ,7~ botJi \l t ~.Y:tl.f::,,gu.l!.. movem-mt and .i.n .i..,t.~ b u•a.<k.11. pVU>;:>e.c..t-c..ve... 
Evf n .. thr Covv....z.Avcu:..tve movement. ha.\ b~ccme c~•Jul1..c. .th.xi: .. ttu,~ L'J .t'U...U!, today. 

0 t c.o1.v1.& e. 1 wc.o d,u,(:wr.b ,z.d .to he.(t11. f,n.{l:n you ,CJ'I. cu-:. tele.piwn e, c.on vVl-6 a.Uo1·~ 
arul t'ien .to :w .. a.d ✓:.,1 ,:.foU/1.. f.c,r:ti:u1.. u & ,the .. ve,'UJ d..i..,6 6,i..c.u,U i~,i.,nctncl(.d .. 1.,UJ1-a.:ti..on o 6 ;the 
1Vo'lf.cl Un,lon. I am .t:V1.e. .rha.t :du! c1ia~1.ge ...ut pe}tWnne.t'.. w,LU help ta aile.v .. -t..ate. 
th,i.~ ~.ltucrvtlon... I am 1.iWt c.onv.i.n.c.ed that aLL ofi M m,tol woltk :toRe.;tJu>.Jl.. ,ln 01tdr:A 
to a.u, Ul!.e. tii.e 6 u,._a.,1.d.a.e. hr.ai,tJ,,. ,J n .th..e. e.ri..ti.1te Wo,re,td UnLm ~am.i.,,4J. 1 ple..dge. 
my,\~• .. e {,, :to th-iA (. i':. C.(~ aga.-<..n. 

1 [ee.t ,th.al.: L~ J./2 ..f..mpald.a/t.:t a:t. tii-<.J... r-•o,fri.t tJrn,t I c..v,w~ ;Le, Ne.w Y cll.k. .t.o 
tlv!.. ';ut,'f.fi_v-,i.n.g Bcdy in.!..e.,.:fog on OctcbcUL ZO ~ i...,t 011.d..ur. lo ·1J21-•o,-r .. t :to .the.. mertrie..tl.6 o~ 
,the Govvr.niJ-tg B(~dtJ ln .the. ,6,i..tJ.a.:t,Lot~. Th.UR {ioiu, 1 6-,,'Um..e.1.y ft.R.<£U.e6.t that :the. 
Leo Ba.eclt .Sc.hoot b<'. pt1.,t on ;tJ1e- 11£1e..nda. 01. ;thr,.;t day. fo addi .. .ti..on 1 waui.d Y...,i.,r-.e. .;to 
me..::~l. r;:ah you p!1J ... o.'T. to flu:,,;t da..4:e. ar:.d. ;t-J~e.Jr.c ,1t1,tc, 1 pta.i1 :.ta aJ7.JLi..vt?. ,fo Me.w Yo.Jtk. 
on 01::..t(,'be...11. 15. r ,5hcv:£ a.z,< Po.u.l :tc aJtJra.ny a ,r,-N.,,twg o & .the. N1:2:.t.t Yo}[k n-:e .. mbrJU> 
o i5 ou:1. Le.v Bae.ch St•Ju10.t I n..te.Jma.:t-i.ot..al. BML'Ld en. Oc....t..ob,ut 16. 

Tk.1.,:) ,6a,,1 1 /,a.ve. an::.We..hJ.~d the.. 'vtUT..,,(,•JM pJ,U,;t,:, ,'UU.M'..d ,c.n. youA .lcJ..,tor... W'L:..n 
-; ww. ,t.._1 Ne.Lu Y,Ydl I 1.-1:ant .t.{· put be.6oJ:;,. uou. <:Ota ;the. Go,:e..lu1i,nq Budy a piwpo.oa.l 
a~ ,·Utt. Lee Bn:e .. CJ.: Sc.hoJ.t tX.1:< ux.,i.v-:- GooJt.d on ho!ll !.,(JC. p.f.an t<j mz.e.t oU!r.. ,:_mm~d.i..a;t.e. 
6LtaJH•.Lc.:..C ,u~ed.~ avt.f o. -na~-&.i~ 1~•Ln: t,u,~ .t):( t[.nL.)h-<ng o-6 c.ovi-!ittwc .. tz.on. 06 ou.,':. 
Ci!..11..tett and ma}z...u1g the. in1.dl~.uti..o,1 6,i.r1C'J1.ua.tf.y l.\e.t&-,~u.,66,<:c.i.en..t. 

Look✓E.ng 60.'1i,;.taJt..d .to {1.e.aJL.:...n.g 01r.om you .. and .to J.>e.e..uig you.. -i.n New Yoiik. 

Sha.f.om, ..... , 

2E~L. ~~~VL 
Samue..£..6 

c.c.: MM. NO-'lma Le.v.L.tt - Int. Bacvui. c.c.; Mtr.. Na,than,le..l He.61., - Int. Bd. 
Rabb,(, S.te.phe.n. Sc.hafe.Jr. - In..t. Bd. Judge. Em<,,{ Baa.Jr. - Int.Bd. 

[/ Rabbi Ale.xande.ri. Sc.lwid.lell.. - I n.t. Bd. 
Rabb,[ 1Uc.haJtd f/,vu, c.h - Int. Bd. 
Rabb✓l Paul Kt.L6hn.e.Jr. 
Ml6J.i Jane. Evan..6 - Int.Bd. 

Mil.. S:tua.Jit Ma!Lgol-i..n. - Int. Bd. 

.... 



From 

To 

Copies 

Subject 

,1n1N 
J111i1'~ 

.nr.,,p.n,:, 
i1j71,DN:l 

I MEMORANDUM I 

Theodore K. Broi do 

Schindler 

I received today a metrorandum dated July 20, 1979 to the members of the 
Governing Body of the World Union. I am sure you received one also. 
It contained the consolidated statement of income and expenses for the 
year ended December 31 , 1978. 

My first comment is that it is now thirteen months since that fiscal 
year closed and it seems to me that the various leaders ought to have 
this information faster than that. 

My second corrment is that if you read the second paragraph of the 
transmittal letter, it indicates that this is a consolidated statement 
of three other certified reports. 

I have today written the attached letter to Ruth Daniel as the treasurer 
of the World Union requesting copies of the original reports so that 
we can better understand the reality of the World Union's fiscal situation. 

Thirdly, I notice that the World Union has interest income of altrost 
$31,000 and that would lead one to believe that some place they have 
capital of roughly $300,000 stashed away, which would lead one further 
to the conclusion that they could pay part or all of our debt. 

I have asked Josh !Mork to try to see if he can get unofficially, or 
bootleg from Loeb & Troper the full statements in case the leadership of the 
World Union does not honor my request to receive them officially. 

Obviously this whole business needs investigation of the trost through 
kind. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021 (212) 249-0100 



• 

rs. Rut Daniel 
Polly Park .oad 
Rye~ JY lO!i , 

Oear R th: 

January 2, 1 ,., 

I received in yesterday! s ,; i1 the cons 1i tate •nt of Loe & 
Troper sent to mei:rhers of the o-f the Wot-1 t: i dated 
July 20, 197· I notice ch I just rec_ 1 vad, 
is for t e y r en De t fore is el ven oonths 
1 a e. I oc rs t th l o t fl n c1 1 i for-
: tion s~ r thai t 1 the probl ms of an 
israeli audit, etc. 

In or,. r to fully u f1n- ictu 
to • ctt r ~ rve int Bod 
ve.ry r.mch ap rec.i at ao c. nts as 
referred to 1n the h er's July 20th letter ; 
narr~1y th rl d i.Jn 4 r1 d 
t:nio for ressi 
Progr~ssi udais . 

i 11 incl not o lv operating fig 

It may be my o n bu::-1ne·s drrini tration ) .groun or • st 1nnat 
~urios1ty and co cern u· I ally l 1 ti la. to func ion roper1y 
i'1 rw vurious rol '"S 1n tf World Union, I t,ould b in poss ssion o 
as much fnfOM':'ittion a;) pcs$ib1 . I t r ust that you .1il1 e a 1 ~ to get 

r~= h,is 1, fo .iaticn peed1ly so I wi11 hav a chance to study 1t 
fore tt t t in Is rae 1.. 

I look for..,ard to s. in you nd r:. rry on Tht:rsday ternocn. 
Fd.,ruary 6th. 

• f th kin. as . reca rds. 

cc: ,,r. "eor rd . t.ie 
0 abb1 i chard G. t'i rsch 
tabbi Ira Youdovi 

Cordially. 

"'n 1do 

bee: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 



' J 
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Mr. Gerard Daniel 
Polly Park Road 
Rye, New York 10580 

Dear Gerry: 

I just had one of my 
One of the ite• vh1 
of the World Union f 
Congregations. 

I must tell you, Ge 
debtedneas has grown 
$100,000 in arrears? 

October 9, 1979 

on'• comptroller. 
--•-·~-... ent indebtedneas 

f Alilerican Hebrew 

:•••• to which this in­
currently nearly 

1 he promieed us 
faithfully that his indebtedneu oul not yond the approximate $30.000 
which then obtained and look vie 

The inability or unwillingneu of ~he JIUPJ top its obligations to the UAHC 
raise• havoc with our cuh flqW s1:tU111Qed, ~. u you can well imagine, 1• 
already strained beyond belief. ly i,1 of our ••h flow peoblem ia attr1Mla-
able to the arreara • of th WUPJ. i'bat must do? We have to go out and 
borrow operational funds from a bank pay 13¼ to 14-X intereat which hereto-
fore has not been charged to ihe WU! ~s ly is unconscionable. 

We, on our part, faithfully pay eve~:l.ng ftich we are obligated to pay in be­
half of the WUPJ. We go bey<-rA thia on such matters as paying the charge■ Dick 
Birach incur■ on his air travel card, but only a mini■cule proportion of that 
i■ paid back month by month, u the attached achedule will demonatrate. 

My .. uaponaibility for the fiecal vell-'being of the Union ailliply does not permit 
me to haw this situation deteriorate, neffrll1».d continue. At the very leut I 
am going to have to inaiat that the WOPJ ■bare ita portloa of our int:ereat 111-
debtedneaa; and, of caoun•• aome way has to be found to retire this debt. 

Let me add that owr theae years the wtJPJ budget hu not contracted• it hu 
expanded; staff -ml>•r• haw been added, prognM have been added. The monie 
required for this u:panaion had to co• from aomwh re. Iu other words, the 
World Union'• income vu indeed increased but tu past indebtedneea baa not been 
honored. 

I hope you forgive this painful cry but I aiaply have no other choice. 



- /'­

• 
.. 

Mr. Gerard Daniel 
October 9, 1979 
Page -2-

Rhea and I are looking forward to being with you and Ruth on November 11. 
With beat wishes and warmeat regards, I am 

bee: Hirsch 
Youdovin 
Rothschild 

SinceretJJ, 



• 

WUPJ IJIDDTIDDSI fO 1WIC 

IALAlfCI Ats 

6/30/73 

6/30/74 

6/30/75 

6/30/76 

6/30/77 

6/30/78 

6/'J0/79 

J. 24.079. 

35.149. 

46,007. 

51,.536. 

46,W. 
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CANADIAN JEWISH CONGRESS CONGRES JUIF CANADIEN 

ALAN ROSE 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 
VICE -PRESIDENT EXECUTIF September 20, 1979 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021. 

Dear Alex -

Rabbi Plaut was kind enough to share your letter 
of September 11th relating to Rabbi Aizenberg's 
visit to Cuba. I am sure the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations must draw great satisfaction 
from the visit, which was a real.mitzvah: 

Attached please find a short note which I have 
written on the report. You will recognize that 
there are sections which do not lend themselves 
to publication because of the sensitivity of the 
situation. 

With warm wishes for a year of happiness and 
peace. 

Sincerely, 

Alan Rose 

Encl. 

EDIFICE SAMUEL BRONFMAN HOUSE 1590 MCGREGOR AVENUE MONTREAL H3G 1C5 QUEBEC 931-7531 CABLES EMETCON MONTREAL 
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CJC MEMORANDUM 0 
TO 

FROM 

National Officers 

Alan Rose 

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 

CUBA 

August 6, 1979 

Attached please find a report from Rabbi Isidoro 
Aizenberg of the Conservative Synagogue of Jamaica 
N.Y. who recently visited Cuba on behalf of the Canadian 
Jewish Congress. Please treat the contents of this 
report as strictly confidential. Rabbi and Mrs. 
Aizenberg are Spanish speaking. 

I would like to comment on a number of Rabbi 
Aizenberg's observations. 

l. There has unfortunately been a deterioration in 
the Cuban Jewish community's position in the past years. 
This sad situation in part arises from the 1975 U.N. 
"Zionism is Racism" resolution which is vigorously 
promoted by the Communist party and incited by the 
Soviet Embassy in Havana. 

2. The Encyclopaedia Judaica referred to by Rabbi 
Aizenberg was a gift of CJC delivered through a private 
source . 

3. Last year we sent Jewish calendars (luchot) to 
Cuba, which were seized by the Cuban customs. In 
past years CJC sent luchot which were received by the 
community. We have sent a further supply this year 
with arrangements to ensure that they are delivered 
to the community. 

4. We have to be careful about recommendation No. 2 
on Page 14, to ensure that the authorities do not 
create difficulties should a large amount of Jewish 
material be detected if this has not passed through 
customs. I have alerted Rabbi Aizenberg to the delicate 
situation that may arise. We are now pursuing methods 
of delivering additional materials in the same manner 
as the luchot. 

5. Lavy Becker has for some years been making 
representations to the Cuban Embassy in Ottawa and in 
Havana to obtain the archives of the community, or at 
least arrange for these to be microfilmed. The 
Cubans have a habit of never denying a request, but 
a 11 ow i n g i t t o II fl o a t 11 

• I k n o vi th ,1 t L a v y w h e n h e 

.. 2 
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visits Cuba later this year will certainly do 
what he can to expedite the matter. The community 
are against pressing too hard as they do not perceive 
the archives as a major problem. 

6. As to the recommendation for rabbinical visits, I 
will consult with Rabbi Plaut and Moe Seidman, Chairman 
of our Religious Department, to see what can be done. 

NICARAGUA 

I was telephoned by Armand Kaplan, Director 
WJC International Affairs Department, Paris, requesting 
our assistance for the small Jewish community in 
Nicaragua. 

Prior to the Civil War there were approximately 
130 Jews in Managua, some of whom were supporters 
of the former regime and are now presumably in the 
U.S. Concern has been expressed that the new Government 
may take measures against some memb e rs of the community 
in the wake of the chaotic situation which exists. 
In addition, there is a strong PLO element within 
the Sandinista movement. 

I have discussed the matter with the Department 
of External Affairs. Canada recently recognized the 
new regime. Our Ambassador in Costa Rica is 
acc re dited to Nicaragu a . He wi l l be visiting Managua 
this week to negotiate, amongst other things, the 
renewal of the Canadian aid program which is 
deperately needed by the new government. Our assistance 
program was phased out during the last years of the 
Samr:-za. regiriP.. 

Without mentioning the Jewish commurity per se, 
the Ambassador has been instructed to inform the new 
government of Canada's attitude towards aid, namely 
additional economic assistance will be determined with 
respect to human rights. 

**** 



Rabbt Alexander M. Schindler October 2, 1179 
Rabbis Dlvid Saperstein I Ira Youdovfn 

CONFID£HTIAL 

Alan Rose of the Canadfan Jew1hCo119Ns11h Nd with h1 note tn regard to 
the Atzenberg report on Cuba. Because of the s ns1t1vity of the situation, please kHp Alan's C011111tnt1 tn conffdencet 



r . 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Rabbi Ira Youdov1n 

Joshua M. Dwork; Rabbf David Saperstein 

CUBAN JEWISH COMIJNITY 

Septllllber 11, 1979 

Enclosed 1s a letter from Gunther Plaut in regard to Rabbi I fdoro Aizenberg's 
Confidential Report of hts v1s1t to Cuba, which 1s also encl ed herewith. With 
A1zenberv's permi s1on, the report or excerpts which a pertinent should be 
shared with the passengers on the Union's Crutu which vfsfted Cuba. They •de 
f1nancfal contrfbutfon which helped end A1zenberg to Cuba for hf v1s1t and 
they should be apprised of developments. I ask that you work with Josh on this 
project so ft can be brought to fulfill t 

I u a 1 o hart ng the report wt 
follow-up progra1111. 

d ef you df cuss pos fble 



I, 

S pt mb r 11, 1 79 

Rabbi W. Gunther Plaut, President 
Canadian Jewish Congress 
1950 Bathurst Street 
Toronto, Ontario 

5P 3K9 Canada 

Dear Gunther: 

ny thanks for sharing with Rabbf Aizenberg' detailed report 
on his visit with the Cuban Je 'sh Co unity. I a grateful for 
your thoughtfulness. 

I am sharing th report wi~h Ira You ovin and as ing him to work 
with Joshua Owork, Director of our our P o~r rn, fn an ffort to 
apprise our cruis passeng rs of dev lo nt fo lo ing th .fr 
rnon try contribution to be u t 1d t e Cu an Jewish community 
in seme way. Ira 1111 u doubtedly b in to ch 1th you and/or 
R bbi Aizenberg to d termin the po ibility of haring portions 
of the Report or a pr cis of i with t ur rtfcipant. At the 
sa time. they will xpress prec1 tion for the gifts which 
helped make Rabi Aizenb rO's vf it to Cub possi le. 

With repeated th nks and best w1she o the ew Year, I am 

Sincerely, 

cc: Rabbi Ira Youdov1n 
Jo hua f.1. Owork 

Alexander M. Schindler 



f, 
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'1lj7il '1lil'il D7Jllj7il D1JlJJNj7 lVl!.1'1" l1J1i'lli'<j7 

CANADIAN JE~SH CONGRESS CONGRES JUIF CANADIEN 

O~~ THE PRESl ;;;,N) J 

August 15, 1979 

BUREAU DU PRESIDENT 

You will remember that a year ago, on 
Cruise , the boat stopped off in Cuba. 
that at the last moment you could not 

the Union's Carribean 
(It was the cruise 

join). 

At the time we met with the Cuban Jewish Community and 
afterwards the cruise participants collected some money which 
they entrusted to Canadian Jewish Congress for whatever 
purposes it might best be spent. Our Committee, which is in 
constant contact with the community, decided that our best 
investment would be to arrange for the visit of a Spanish 
speaking rabbi who could spend some time with the spiritually 
starved community. This has at last taken place, and 
Rabbi Aizenberg's Confidential Report is herewith enclosed. 

I term it confidential because you will note, upon reading it, 
that there are a number of sensitive points - such as his 
recommendation on page 14, number 2. 

I believe that in some fashion the cruise members of a year 
ago should perhaps be notified how their money has been spent, 
without violating the sensitivity of the report. Perhaps a 
brief note might be inserted in the next edition of Reform 
Judaism , indicating that the monies contributed at the time were 
spent on sending a rabbi to serve the community for a while, 
and again thank the contributors for making this possible. 

With cordial regards. 

y abbi w. Gunther Plaut, O.C. 
President 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, 
President, Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York. N.Y. 10021. U.S.A. 

P.S. On another matter: the Commentary on Deuteronomy is now 
ready in manuscript and as soon as the decks are cleared in • your editorial department they will be able to process it. 
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Deuxieme pliage 
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congregacao israelita pau I ista 
J;J/ / 

Lt. / 
/ 

BhALiILIAN NATIC}:AL POLICi HA rs GU3TP V l1lt.NLJ .v'AGITb ' SUB­
_;O: . .i..1 ND~- Oi NAZI CuNCiNLU,'l I g CA~, SIN T~.:.iBLI:NKA Ai'U S'"BIBOR , 

lJOLAND o ";iAGNLH ;/AS L. 811 PHOT GHAPHiD AT A NALiI IEEmING HBLD LAST 

23 AP IL IN I TATIAIA , ff£! H RIO D.~ J AW~L10 , 0 CELBB-1. ATE '1111.E 89'rH 
BIRTHDAY OP DOLF HI TL3R . SIMON 1iJIESi;N':i:HAL ID~NTIFIED \ ✓AGHBh 

LA -,T THUR D Y I N VIENNA l S 'r _,_i " IflHviAN BEAST" 1 Ji,0J?ONSIBLE .?O.:. THE 

L:.A.33 i:;X:rn~~!1.IN).l'ION OF 2 50 ' 000 J i, s A.IJD SADIS'rIC I10.t u ,B 01>' CHILDREN • 

.lE HAVE r.IOBILIZiD " DOPS " 1rirn B~AZILI AN NATION.t-L SECURITY AN.J I HAVE 

P_,_,~Si:IL-2:D BVIDBNC-8S l:HA1I1 GUSTA V , AGHER STILL i;SI D~ 0 IIJ SAO PAULO . 
NAZI S ~ R,e; ABUNDANT IN BR/.ZIL . ACCOBDING 'I10 THE LOCAL P11ESS , THE 

GOV HNLIBNT o~· IS_.:iAEL SJEI'T.DS TOD Y v;01{.G PHOTOGiUPHS AN TINGER- Pr IN1rS . 
DOCUJBN S REGI ST~B \'JAG T.i!::R ' bNTl Y 1.rO BR\ZIL I N APRIL 1 9 50 . HIS 

PAS3PO.L T .i 3 TAi.lPED BY TH~ BH/.ZILIAN CO:'.\TSUL I N BE I UT ON DECEMBER 
9 , 19 49 . I N AN I N'l1DRVIE 1J ·.II'~'II 1i:H_t; 11 JOr:NAL D B . SIL" I D~NIBD 

GOiT..,R villNT INV LV.:;;Iv.:BN1 
• 

11 J.°1ACI AL .JI - CRibii'J.AI'ION IS A DI RBCT 1rHR..:;AT 
1'0 'J.

1HE VALu_t;S Oi_i' i1HZ BRAlILI1 T PBOPLi:J AIJ.J rL~ GO"Ti .. NLJ..ti:NT HAS NO 
IN'l1.d;RiST TO PROTiCT NAZ I ,,AR C Ii:,iINi~.LS" , I SAI D. r,.Ohi:i DiETAILS ./Hi:N 

'EH.C::Y B2Cm.:E AV ILABLE 

SOBBL 

SAO PAULO 

rua -'6nio carlCM, 653 - tel. 256-7811 - cep 01309 - caixa postal 7342 - telegr. congreg~ilo - Mio pmalo 

departamento de SeM<X) social de sao paulo 
matr fcula sob n.0 418 - em 7-11-1944 
conselho nacionol de servito social : 
reg istro conforme processo n.0 79.422 

i~ do i. rendo 
'1.0 60.766.060/ 0001-41 

codostro geral de contrib. 
n.0 oasn2 

declorada de utilidade plJblico: 
municipal - conforme n° 114.561/60 em 8-12-1960 
estaduol - conforme lei n.0 6106 de 26-6-1961 
federal - conforme decreto n.• 6&4 de 8-3-1962 



Hoveaber 7, 1977 

Mr. Harold s. Roaenbluth, Preaident 
Congre9ation Ro4eph Shalom 
615 North Broad s~reet 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19123 

Dear Harold, 

, 

It wa• good of yo wrl • an4 • 
action to your •lalt to the• for 
Havana. The •1~••-ioa i• on• whi 
but it ia diffio•lt to ob aia o 
Your letter i ■ aoat lpf 1 and t 

are 1 •••your re-
c a9•e9a 1on in 

b ••••aware of 
lee lnferaatioD. 
tha you. 

I hav not reoei••4 any u ication from the Execu-
tive Director of the Co ga•ion b t hat ia not very 
aurpriain9 for I •• • ge ting ail to the UAHC might 
be difficult. We did hear from t • cengre9ation when 
thy were in co tact with air~• ker aome time ago 
and ■ore recently there •• contao through Burton 
Joaeph of the ADL and an ae~i•• fora J w. I have 
shared theae communication• with tho Wo Onion for 
Pro9reaaive Judaie and with our Sou~h• at Council•• 
well, for Cuba an the 1ituatl n of its Jewia~ Com­
munity is of 9reat interest in Wlorida where there ia 
a lar e Jewiah community whic came to the u.s. troa 
Cuba. 

You undoubtedly know th tour n xt UABC Cruiae Coaplete 
ia acehduled to atop in Havana. I a ••v•r to have an 
opportunity to visit ~he ayna909ue and meet with the 
J wiah community. Hopefully, it will be poaaible for 
ae to arrange ao■ more official meetin9a for the brief 
time I will be in Havana and I am now •••king to •••t 
with the Cuban Ambaaaador. It ia my hope that the OABC 
and the WUPJ can be of aaaiatance to thi• re nant com­
munity but we auat firat arrange for avenue• of approach 
which will permit our providing aid. 

With repeated thank• an varmeat regarda, % am 

Sincerely, 

001 Rabbi David H. Wiee 
Rabbi Ira Youdovin 

Alexander M. Schindler 



RODEPH SHALOM 
ORGANIZED IN 1795 

The Oldest Ashkenazic Congregation in the Western Hemisphere 

615 North Broad Street • Philadelphia, Pa. 19123 • Telephone: MArket 7-6747 

Rabbi Alexander Shindler 
President 

October 31, 1977 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
8 3 8 Fifth A venue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Recently I visited Havana, and I was very much saddened by a visit to 
our Reform Congregation in that City. The synagogue building is a 
shambles, badly in need of substantial repairs. 

The Executive Director told me he had written to you for help, but 
had received no response. I assured him it was most unlikely the 
letter ever reached you, as you would be most sensitive to the needs 
of his congregation. He mentioned that Rabbi Meyer Lasker, Rabbi 
Emeritus of Temple Judea in Philadelphia had served the congregation 
for five years and he was anxious for him to return. 

He also said there is no anti-Semitism in Havana, but organized 
religion is not encouraged, and religious schools are not permitted. 
When asked how he could educate the young under these circumstances, 
he said he felt this is not a problem, as Judaism can be taught in many 
ways other than in a formal setting. However, he cannot get the young 
people to come to the congregation. After looking at the falling plaster, 
poor lighting and unpainted walls, I can well understand the general 
reluctance to be active. 

Obviously, no one can be dogmatic about conditions on the basis of 
a brief visit. I respectfully suggest that the Union, in cooperation 
with the World Union, take action to ascertain the real facts and take 
steps to help this Jewish community, and especially the Reform 
congregation in Havana, Cuba. 

. Rosenbluth 

HSR/fma 
CC: Rabbi David H. Wice 

RODEPH SHALOM SUBURBAN 
8201 High School Road • Elkins Park, Penna. 19117 • MEirose 5-2500 • CApital 4-1010 



Edith J. Mill r 

Rabbi Lewis E. Bogage 

Rabbi Ira Youdovin 

CUBA 

July 6, 1977 

Rabbi L sker was in contact with us in January, 1976 about the United Hebrew Congregation Temple Beth Israel of Cuba 
and the correspond nee was turned ov r to the World Union. 
We noted at that time that funds were difficult to come by 
b caus of budg tary string ncies but that the WUPJ would pursue the rotter. 

We also sent to the WUPJ the corre pondenc Mr. Stettn r 
sent to us via Burton Jo ph but I don't know what has 
transpired. Ira Is In Israel and Hildred Hurwitz fs out 
of the office due to illness so I c n't get any Informa­
tion right now. I'm certain that Ira wfll bring us up~to­
date when he returns fr m Israel. 

Fondest regards. 
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

2111 ARCHITECTS BLDG ., 117 S . 17TH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19103 (215) 563-8183 

June 30, 1977 

Dear Alex: 

PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL 

Rabbi Lewis E. Bogage 
Regional Director 

Rabbi Meir Lasker has forwarded this letter from the 
Cuban Jewish community. 

Everybody seems to be getting into the act on Cuba 
and Rabbi Lasker (30 years at Temple Judea, Phila., 
now Emeritus; prior to that served 7 years in 
Havana) has direct contact with the members of the 
Congregation. 

They are in need of some funds and other things. 
As per the letter, Mr. Burton Joseph was to have 
transferred a letter to you from the Jewish 
community of Havana. They do need some assistance 
at this time and perhaps we can become involved 
in helping them with some small fund. I am told 
that a few thousand dollars would go a long way. 
It may be wise for you to be directly in touch 
with Rabbi Meir Lasker, Elkins Park House, 312A, 
Elkins Park, Pa. 19117. 

Please let me know what develops on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Lewis E. Bogage 
Regional Director 

LEB:er 
enc. 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 



• Av . Di: Loe f"llu10aNTU IIO& 
VSDADO 

~a b c:i Meir Lasker 

., 
' I 

UNITED HEIIREW 
TE¥PLO BETH ISRAEL 
CENTRO MACABEO DE CUBA 

May 19,1977 

Elkins Park House,Apt. 312 A Elkins Park,Penna, 19117 U. S. A. 

'.)ear Rabbi: 

r--- , 

Your lett,er dated March 19th on hand I Don't understand what happened -nd if I am wrong •n semething please let me know about. 
What I am trying is the survival of our Temple and thanks to yeu my dear Rabbi we are still active but for a short time. 
Did you contact Sarita Jach Ganes? Please let me know about. 
The letter to the Unjon of American Hebrew CGngr~gation8 was sugested by Mr.Burton Jese,ti anc Y gave it te him in Havana and I sent to )eu a copy sefar I didn't receive any netice from them or frem Mr.Jeseph. Dear Rabbi: Let me knew please by return mail if there are any posibility to receive any help treugh yeu because all the efforts are negative. 
If pessible you shnuld come te Havana once yeu ~anted to come trough Mexico years ago 5e yeu ceuld judge my struggles. 

Shaveut. Meanwhile h'ish you and your family a Happy 



ir Lasker 
udea 
York d 

Philadelphia, Pa. 19126 

r i· ir: 

In response to our 
T l h Israel 
't been c 

Pro r 
P of the 
y he 

w . 
had o·•od to cond 
past year. He in 
by the ·act that 
CUba .md visas we 
He thinks it i wi 
a visiting rabbi. 

J.m ey , 1976 

Thew J would very nt to assist th congr gation apiritually, 
and ina.ncially if that re possible but I must not that d ring 
these d""fficult times budg t stringencies may precl that ;i.l\d. of 
aid. At any rate, I urge that you pursue this furtherewitb he WUP.!. 

With every good wish, and warmest re arda, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



RA~I EDWARD M. MALINE 
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PRESIDENT 
BERNARD TOLL 
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CONGREGATION 
TEMPLE JUDEA 

6928 OLD YORK ROAD 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19126 

215-224-3040 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

January 2, 1976 

DR. MEIR LASKER , RABBI EM ERITUS 
CANTOR NATHAN CORBURN 

A few days ago, the enclosed copy of a 
letter from Havana, Cuba cane to rre. Mr. Stettner 
was on the Board of the United Hebrew Congregation­
the years I was Rabbi at the Congregation - 1933-41. 
He deliberately decided to remain in Havana, in order 
to preserve the Temple and what was left of the con­
gregation. 

As you see, he is now seeking help in 
order to keep the congregation going and I personally 
hope to seek help from among rey friends. 

However, I feel that the Union of Arrerican 
Hebrew Congregations should definitely take an interest 
in this congregation and help it both financially as 
well as spiritually. It is possible to send a Rabbi 
there for the High Holy Days , but it should be a 
Rabbi who understands sorre Spanish. 

Hoping that you can do so:rrething for this 
group of Cuban Jews. 

Sincerely, 

Jt11 flh ~~ 
RABBI MEIR LASKER 
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UNITED HEBREW CONGREGATION 

TEMPLO BETH ISRAEL 
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Babbt David Poli.ab 
1200 Lee Stn t 
Evanston. Ill. 60202 

Dear David: 
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t 
bl! tJ 
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thot 

January 10, 1977 
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1 am trying 
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Tot 11 you tu tr'1 h, If 1 trt tly confi-
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profe .. ional end o our wo$.. I atayad away from the WUPJ for 
two rmo•, becauae the UAIIC baa a charged with tbli ain of 
"over-c!Wnating" the M"ganizati and bec11uee of my heavy involve-
Milt in the Presidents' COnfere~. But u aoonaa my ference 
burdens allow me s leeway, I will turn in the direction of the WUPJ 
egaia to abore up ita actlvltt.u or •t leaat to do ewarythtng within 
m:, power to do••• We have atraol'dtnay potential here but What ia 
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•••6era• Be that • it may, I reg&l'd to your apeciflc requeat I 
would •ilaply ult that your propoa 1 k placed before the beeutt,;e 
Ccllmd.ttee'• ..-nc1a, with you pruent, ,o that we can at 1.a.e begin 
to addr•• ..-..1wa to thU problem 

Wt.th WamNt ~--.. fzoa houa '° bowse, I am 

Stneenly, 

Alexan4 M. Schladler 



1200 LEE STREET 
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 

60202 

RABBI DAVID POLISH 

BETH EMET THE FREE SYNAGOGUE 

Rabbi .lexander Schindler 
Union of i.rnerican Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New Yo rk 10021 

Shalom, Alex, 

December 20, 1976 
28 Kislev 5737 

Thank you for your response to my statement which Dick Hirsch 
shared with you. Your suggestion that this issue should be 
brought "within the Councils of the World Union" is a good one 

d f h • (. a,,.n < ,,.. 1 t h · h · 1 an a ter t e various responses~to my et er w ic was circu at-
ted by Dick, I will see what the best approach ought to be. Any 
suggestions? 

Let me add that I have been following your leadership of the 
Presidents• Conference with a great deal of admiration. You are 
certainly the ablest chairman which the Conference has had in a 
long, long time. 

Whatever concerns I may have about the structure of the Conference, 
have nothing to do with my very high regard for the positions you 
have taken and the leadership that you are showing. 

Best wishes. 

Shalom, 

RABBI D VID POLISH 
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JVl:El\".COR.A.NDUJW FHOl\'I' 

THE WORLD UNION FOR 

PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

December 8, 1976~ 

FROM: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

TO: Rabbis Ady Assabi, Bernard Bamberger, 

Joseph Glaser, Alfred Gottschalk, Robert Kahn, 

Leon Kronish, Arthur Lelyveld, Ely Pilchik, 
,:;;, 

Robert Samuels, Alexander Schindler, 

Jacob Shankman, Ezra Spicehandler, David Wice, 

Ira Youdovin, Andre Zaoui, Moshe Zemer 

Dear Colleague: 

I have received the enclosed letter from Rabbi David 

Polish which I believe to be of significance. 

I would appreciate your reaction in writing with 

copies to Rabbi Polish. 



RABBI DAVID POLISH - 1200 Lee Street - Ev~nston, Illinois 60202 USA 

Rabbi Richard Hirsch 
World Union for Progressive Judaism 
13 King David Street 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Shalom, Dick, 

November 29, 1976 
7 Kislev 5737 

Upon returning home, I want to congratulate you upon the magnificent Convention 
of the World Union for Progressive Judaism and for the splendid leadership that 
you have supplied it. The great achievement of a Reform Kibbutz in Israel, a long 
awaited dream, should give you enormous satisfaction, coupled with the Honorary De­gree which you received. I am very mindful of the symbolism of both you and Saadia Gelb receiving you- Degrees on the same occasion, a draraatic example of how far we 
have gotten in the dialogue with Israel and its gifted spirits. 

At the same time, I left Israel with profound concern about the future of our Hove­
ment there. I am fully mindful of the great achievements that it has made and which are now part of the history of the Progressive Movement. Nevertheless, it would be a mistake to assume that a critical apprach to where we are going is not in order. I 
alluded to it quite briefly in my address to the Progressive Rabbis, and I interpret 
the enthusiastic response to be largely due to those few remarks. I am not speaking now of the programatic progress which we have made and whose record is brilliantly 
clear. I am speaking rather of the directbn that we ought to take as an ideology 
with deep philosophical and theological roots. In that context, where do we differ substantively from Orthodoxy? I can understand the increasing tendency toward 
Halachah and the creation of a liturgy which reflects a very close proximity to Orthodox worship. I do not quarrel with that, and in fact see the necessity for it. Yet in the process, the differentiation from Orthodoxy becomes increasingly blurred, 
except, of course, the refusal of the Orthodox establishment to recognize us. If I were an Orthodox strategist, I would press for the complete rights of the Reform 
Rabbinate in Israel with the expectation that our Movement would soon become "assimi­
lated" into the prevailing religious patterns. This "assimilation'' would also serve 
the purpose of creating a growing alienation between our Movement in the West and in Israel. Of course, there would be differences in style, mood, and even in such im­
portant areas as the pastoral role of our Rabbis. Hoi-,ever, these are not matters of 

_substance or of _princi~le, and even though ?ur M~veme~t ~oul~ be differenttated ~r?m Traditiqnal Ort~od~xy ~~ externat m~tters, profound distinctions could not identified. 

Throughout our intellectual and spiritual history, sharp differences in Jewish life 
did not take place over Halachah but over Aggadah. By this I mean that the most 
radical of philosophers and mystics, while aahering strictly to Halachah, did engage 
in some very radical ideas which revolutionized Jewish life. The Rambam and the 
Cabbalists all put on their tefillin, but their respective "aggadahs" created up­
heavals in Jewish life. 

The most recent contribution to Jewish 11aggadah11 has been our own Movement which pro­
jected the dimension of the prophetic approach to religion. Had we begun as a Move-. ment more closely bound to Halachah and at the same time sounding the prophetic note , 
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Rabbi Ric ha rd Hirsch - November 29, 1976 - page 2 

we might have won over the major part of Judaism. We are now correcting that mal­
adjustment, but in the process appear to be soft-pedalling the prophetic element, 
both in Israel and in the United States. It is this component which truly has dis­
tinguished us in a positive way, and out of perhaps the necessity of treading care­
fully in Israel, this element seems to be overshadowed by our concern with Halachah. 
It is not a question of either-or, but of both. If we concentrate only on Halachahic 
acceptability, then the Conservatives can do a much better job because they need 
only let us run interference for them, and then they move in with the same kind of 
program. (That is why I prefer to call their Movement "Imitative Judaism" rather 
"Conservative Judaism"). No other time in modern history and no other place have 
been as conducive for our raising moral issues as during this moment in Israel. I · 
only wish that the natural resources of the country were as plentiful as the moral 
issues. Here is where our greatest strength lies and here is where I would urge that 
we begin to examine the possibilities of a Progressive agenda. With those issues, 
we can come to our fellow Jews with questions that reach to the very heart of Jewish 
existence. I do not suggest that we don't perservere in our struggle for equal 
rights, but we must have a multiple track program. 

It is conceivable that there may be an authentic desire to create a religious pattern 
which does not distinguish itself too sharply from prevailing trends along ideological 
lines. This is certainly an option, but if this is the option we wish to take, we 
ought to define it as such. However, if we believe that we want to present an alter­
native fonn of Judaism, we should then be prepared to say so and to develop an i~gy 
fo c~nfom to that objective. 

Let me suggest that the proposal that I made for a Reform Ideology of Zionism is 
really part of a larger need. I should like to propose that a group of people be 
assembled to look into this matter which ultimately will determine whether we become 
a movement with a moral and social objective or remain a pragmatic movement alone 

I should welcome your response to what I have to say and you are also at liberty 
to share my thoughts with any of your associates. These are a few ideas which I 
felt impelled to direct initially to you, and which eventually I may want to expand 
into a larger essay. 

Best wishes. 

Shalom, 

RABBI DAVID POLISH 

, 
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13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel 

Office of Executive Director 

nn,pnn n,,i1,r, ,n,i.Yi1 ,,1,.Ki1 
WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

Tel. 234-748, 232-444 .,v 
o 111 ,,on •n, 

n,,vi,, 

25th July, 1976. 

To: Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

From: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

cc.: Mr. Joshua Dwork, Rabbi David L. Wice, Mr. Robert L. Adler, 
Rabbi Jacob Shankman, Mr. Earl Morse, Rabbi Ira Youdovin. 

Dear Alex, 

I am hereby instructing our New York office to transfer to you a cheque in 
the amount of $25,000 to reduce the obligation of the World Union to the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 

This is in accord with our previous understanding, as per my letter of 23rd 
May, 1976, and represents a fulfilment of the commitment made concerning 
this year. 

In accord with our conversation, I hope that the UAHC will seriously consider 
upgrading its contribution to the World Union for the next budgetary year 
beginning July, 1977. 

Warmest personal regards, 

Bivracha, 
~ ~ tJ,, 

Rabbi Ri~~ G. Hirsch 
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For your consideration 

Problem in re fund raising for Reform Kibbutz --

Steve notes ongoing problem between WUPJ and Youth Division is not 
changed .... He is set to go into f/r for Kibbutz but keeps getting 
suggestions from Ira in re joint effort ---

Notes also that with the money due Youth from Dick's office and to 
Union -- there is still money raised for Keren Kibbutz by RGH which 
is sitting in Israel --- Dick got $15,000 from Rackman via Freidman 
and Allan Levine got $10,000. in bonds --- all sitting in Israel 

Steve hasn't had report on funds wince June 75 and notes the WUPJ 
Treasurer in Israel, Schnell, passed away a few weeks ago 

What he wants from you is: 

A directive to hold the monies raised for the Kibbutz by Youth 

in a special UAHC Reform Kibbutz Fund until a disposition is 

agreed upon. 

eager to have it quickly as Israel Cormnission meeting 3/21-34 ................ . 



RABBJ ALEXANDER M. SClllNDLEB, e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Mr. Gilbert Tilles 
7600 Jericho Turnpike 
Woodbury, N.Y. 11797 

Dear Gil: 

PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK , N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 

April 6, 1976 

I met with Dick Hirsch while I was in Israel and he told me that 
he is coming back to the States in May ''with $20,000 from one of 
the bank accounts in Israel" in order to reduce the WUPJ's current 
debt to the Union. While I am not exactly depressed about this 
gesture, it does go to underscore what we have been suspecting 
here all along, namely that WUPJ income has indeed been going up 
and that the funds have been husbanded or actually spent to add 
to progrannning, even while the Union spends monies for the World 
Union. There is only one way out of it all and that is to get a 

clear : complete picture of i~e ~ expenditures for the entire 
complex of the WUPJ, Israel Commission and UAHC contributions to 
Israel. 

With warmest regards from house to house. 

Sincerely, 

a (__....-.____ 

Alexander M. Schindler ,/JvC ; 

cc: Joshua M. Dwork 
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Temple Israel of New Rochelle 
1000 Pinebrook Boulevard• New Rochelle , NY 10804 • BEverly 5-1800 

Jacob K. Shankman D. D., Rabbi Emeritus 

Mareh 11, 1976 

Rabbi Alex Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Alex: 

As y0u know, I have been away and only just 
now am beginning to pick up the loose ends of 
the matter and problems that we have begun to 
study. 

I cannot report to you that I have made great 
progress, but I am now digging into the mate­
rial and hope that it will not be too long be­
fore I am able to convene a connnittee meeting 
and make some recommendations. 

I write this letter, however, to acknowledge 
yours of February 25 and the correspondence 
between Josh Dwork and Dick Hirsch. Namely, 
Dick's memo of 22 February, and Josh's reply 
of March 8. 

I was worried when I saw you last and am 
more concerned now. Please be patient. 
will be hearing from me. 

With kindest regards, 

Cordially, 

even 
You 

K. Shankman 

JKS:rkz 

cc: Rabbis David Wice, Richard Hirsch, and 
Mr. J ash Dwork 
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bee: Mr. Robert L. Adler 
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Dale __ ~ebruary 13, 1976 

f l'Om Joshua Dwo~ _ ____ _ 

To -~abbi Richard Hiq;ch -- --- -- ---- -- - --- -- ·--- - -· -- ---------

Copy for information of ____ ~abb~ D~vi9_ Wic~, p~. _J':_cob_ Shankll_!an., Rabbi Alexander 
Schindler, Miss Jane Evans, Mr. Robert Adler 

Subject ______ ________ - ·-· - -- . -- -

Enclosed is a copy of our statement to the WUPJ as of 12/31/75 
totaling $49,504.77. This $49,504.77 is made up mainly of 
salaries and fringe benefits plus long distance phone calls, 
meetings within the building, postage and other miscellaneous 
items. 

This balance has grown as follows, and frankly, has put a 
tremendous financial burden on the UAHC. Just look at this 
as an interest-free loan and you will see its magnitude. 

Date Balance Due 

6/30/70 
6/30/71 
6/30/72 
6/30/73 
6/30/74 
6/30/75 

12/31/75 

$14,740 
18,162 
26,376 
24,079 
35,749 
46,007 
49,505 

Obviously, the UAHC cannot continue with 
outlays. Please advise what can be done 
balances as soon as possible. 

I 
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of R.1nerican Hebrew Congregations 

838 FIFTH AVENUE • NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 
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prom the desk of • • • • ROBERT L. ADLER 



.. , 
WORLD UNION FOR PRUG.K.t;bb~VL uu.1..u·-i-1.. .... H:.l 

RECEIPTS FOR 1975 

BONDS INDIVIDUALS CONGREGATI0!;3 SISTERHOOD SCHOOLS FOUNDATIONS MISC. ':'O,,,AL 

JANUARY 1,500.00 2,155.00 615.00 1;500.00 0 850.00 1 , 337.50 7,95 7. 50 

FEBRUARY 0 2,797.00 3,295.00 1,000.00 51.00 3,100.00 53.75 _Q,296. 75 

MARCH 600.00 1,540.00 • 700. 00 500.00 0 0 3,535.86 6 , 875 . 86 

APRIL i,200.00 3,020.00 3,llG.79 800,00 170.00 550.00 396. 50 9,253.20 

M.l\Y 1,750.00 1,327.02 210.00 4,800.00 190.00 500.00 3.75 8 , 780. 77 

JUNE 6,00Q.00 1,907.68 605.00 3,300.00 1,062.00 500.00 431.96 13,806 . 64 

JULY 0 I ' : f: 1,303.00 814.00 0 365.00 0 0 2,482 . 00 

AUGUST 0 ' 
' • . 756.00 429.00 4,000.00 409.50 0 453.75 6 , 048.25 

SEPTEMBER e 2,950.00 15.00 200.00 50.00 0 5 , 114.40 3,329.40 

OCTOBER 6 1,799.00 1,450.00 2,400.00 0 125.00 200.00 5,974.00 

NOVEMBER 0 4,275.00 10.00 1,100.00 36.00 5,000.00 345 . 75 10,766. 75 

DECEMBER . 0 29,116.00 3,186.00 2,500.00 
2,305.00 947.64 38,054.64 

$11,050.00 $52,945.70 $14,445.79 $22,100.00 $2,333.50 $ 12,930.00 $12,820.86 $128,625.85 

RECEIPTS FOR 1976 

JANUARY 0 2,245.00 108.00 700.00 0 850.00 125 .00 4 , 0 28 . 00 

FEBRUARY 
HARCH 
APRIL 
MAY 
JUNE 
JULY 
AUGUST 

.. 

SEPTEMBER 

OCTOBER 
NOVEMBER 
DECEMBER 
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™1IEIMI ({J) ~AMID) lUJIM[ 

Date_~D_e_c_e_mb_er_2_6~,.__l..,.9-=-7_4 __ _ 

From_~R~a_b_b_i~I _r _a_S~•-Y~o_u_d_o_v_i_·n __________ _ 

To Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Copy for information of Rabbi David H. Wice, Mr. Robert L. Adler, Mr. Albert Vorspan, 
(Mrs. David M.) Norma U. Levitt, Rabbi Joshua Haberman, Rabbi Sanford M. 

Shapero, Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch, Rabbi David Saperstein 
Subject--ew.i· Ii'('-------------------------------

Sandy Shapero's correspondence with you concerning feelers from Havana coincides 
with feelers we have been receiving as well as with the general warming trend in 
Cuba-USA non-relations. However, I wonder whether Sandy's cautions about making 
contacts through Miami shouldn't be taken more seriously. 

The problem is not necessarily what the Miami Cuban refugee community thinks 
about those who remained, but precisely the opposite. It is essential that con­
tact be established with the current Jewish leadership in Havana. 

In October, 1973, Ms. Donna Katzin, a member of the North American Board of the 
World Union, participated in an ecumenical mission to Cuba. There, she made 
excellent contacts with the community's leadership. Ms. Katzin's impressions, 
which were published in The Nation, are attached. 

As Ms. Katzin's article indicates, it is more advantageous for us to work with 
the community's leadership, rather than with the leadership of Temple Beth 
Israel, which is no longer a major force. Indeed, in a letter dated 5 July, 
1959 from Rabbi Frederick Solomon of Temple Beth Israel to Miss Lily H. Montagu, 
Rabbi Solomon remarks that "the leading members of the congregation are 
Americans." Presumably, these individuals have long-since departed. Indeed, 
there is every reason to believe that the Cuban Jews would find it impossible 
to affiliate with a Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 

There is a crying need for our presence in Cuba. Jewish education is in sad 
shape owing to the people's isolation from the world-wide Jewish community. 
The revolution has done much to bring Cuba into the modern world; there is a 
profound need for a contemporary, liberal Jewish voice speaking to the Jewish 
community. 

I suggest that, for the moment, we exploit Ms. Katzin's contact, using the 
good will and trust her visit engendered. A letter is being prepared for trans­
mission in Spanish to Sr. Moises Baldas, founder and president of the Patronato, 
the Coordinating Commission of the Jewish Congregations of Cuba. In it, we will 
solicit his reaction to various proposals for contact. Based on his reply, we 
can formulate a second step. In view of this, a "Miami Connection" may be 
counter-productive. 
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THE JEWS OF CUBA :, 

DONNA KATZJN . ·• come professionals. At thr: ,ame time, :bowetu," a grm number of poor and p9litically progressive hws orpn 
Little as we know ·about Cuba today, we know ·,even ·}es~ ·:·' a separate Asociaci6n Hebrea de Arte J C'dmn. 1 
about its 1ews. The·. break in diplomatic relations and the ·.. theatrical and cultural associathn was do.Nd. down bf 

. economic blockade have lowered a ,curtain· of. ·shadows, • Cuban • dictator Machado. w;,eo lCMID ~ 
conce~ing from _11s post-revo1utionary ,Cuba :aru:I•its people. ag1inst his regime .. T!lis rr.v .. ~ .:-cl:.tced me h • Ofl) 
The ·rc<;ultln_g lack of information makes us .. vulnerable to . • ..zations. primari.iy to midci.le--c!a.s1 ~ CQ!!t'.krc:~ 

• -the myths encouraged . by out' government and the cxilf? ' . . professional associations, and to a munbu of fA'(euk 
community; whicb .have attempted to _isolat~ .and under, ·. ;r and student . groups of second--gcnemtiao ,-. fDduc! 
mine Socialist Cuba since the 1960s. ln ·trus context several 'Ji-~. the -_Circulo de- Estudiantes Htbreos de Cdba.. TIJeN ~ 
major -~ncepti~ ·havt'l' at_isi:n • about the. Jew~ ht tha(: ,~ : economic groups were not altered by the tor,6 wave 
country: : ·- ·- ._,. - • : _,. ··-· • '0:'-'"" • c,..,..,,,_ • • ·'-": . '· -~--: ,· Jews.-who came to Cuba as refugees fJOm Naa:ia:&. W] 

1 The only Jews left in Cuba ar_c the .old and the immo- •• -many _immigrants later continued on to the U=ed Sta 
-bile who could not -get• out at the time _--Of the. revolution. • • • or- returned to their countries. of ~ ~ who 

-I Religious expression :is ·banned in Cuba; thus the Jews mained became prominent in ~ ~ a 
are prevented from worshipping openly. -. •·. • • •~- ~-., . •• professional circles. ~ Since Cuba receives aid from the-USSR ·and bas· sided • with the Arab · nations, it is guilty {by-,association). of Thus the Cuban Jewish commaciJy 111t ~ rime 
being anti-Semitic: : . - ·:.. ., ·;_:· • ' . ~ .·" • the revolution contained poor Jews z::d ~ cl 

When I visited Cuba during the fall of 1973 and studied men~ sympathetic to Castro, 25 -wdl ti ~ a 
its Jewi~h community._ I could, confi~ none--;~~~~e .. ·-•- _Q:us~nessmen -who -- felt -· -their ia:-~-~ by 

::- __ . ~E-~':l}}~~pJ»;: . .. •·-··--· ·· ·· ·-·-- -···--""'_- ·--::~--~-- _·: •• • > ··' · - · Socialist system. In an inteC'Vle'K bs! 1'1:~~ .. )Ute 
Who are the_ Jews of Cuba-where did they come from, • _ Matterin, librarian of Havana's Ji:...~ ~ {C 

who left and who remained after the revolution when Patronato) and leading Jewish ha--..or:iza its Ci~ toda 
Cast~o's government came to power? Individual Jewish - _ was asked what happened to the Je~~3 ~ afi 
families began coming to the island before the tum of • the Cuban Revolution. He rep'..ire; ~ 
this century, but there was little in the way of an organ­ized Jewish community until 1900. During the .Spanish­American War (1898), ·the first major _group of Jewish immigrants came to Cuba from the United States to..fight the Spanish. These "Americanos" were soon joined by Jewish Rough Riders from the troops of Theodore Roose­velt. They began to build a Cuban Jewish community, -which celebrated its holidays and, in 1904, established the United Hebrew Congregation (Centro Macabeo de Cuba). During the early 1900s came the "Turcos"­Sephardic Jews from Turkey. the Balkan countries and Mexico {fleeing the revolution against Porfirio Diaz). Unlike their American co-religionists (with whom they bad E:tle contact), -many of these Jews were very poor when .. they arrived and became peddlers and street vendors in .. , tJie oldest section of Havana_ In 1914 they established the first -Sephardic congregation in • Cuba, the Uni6n Hebrea Shevet Achim. 
After World War ·1 Cuba received Jews fleeing from E2stem Europe {"Polacos"). Many of them had hoped to join relatives -in the United States, but the ·restrictive immigration laws of 1924 obliged.them to remain in Cuba. Bv this time several. economic and political trends emerg­in'2: within the Cuban Jewish community began to mani~ fe;t themselves in social and cultural organizations. Dur­ing • the 1920s the Centro Israelita de Cuba reflected the in:reasing numbers and interests of the small businessmen 2cd of some second-generation Sephardim who had be-

Donna Katzin has been working for· the past · five years in S ew York's Hispanic communities, and at the same time ,1,., , n,, research on U.S.-Latin American relations. · She re-·ned /rom a study trip to Cuba, organized by the . 1-rce Center. 

,I 

. -· 

Actually, nothing happened ra u-..e Je»i ~. • Except that simply with the ~ ciw:-~ ~ ~ ~3# here, since the gre_at majority cf :t~ Je,n -»'~ !i.l!:a~ men and industrialists, th.---y ?Ct"-~-=-~ it:m: ~• ,.....:d no future" under a Socialist n:_g:;:::.~ z:.::4. ~ ~ -:Wr:r':t:-7, .But it was not for racial or rci:b-"..--'i =:rr.::.~nua: ~ . was no discrimination here. Ir •.,;__1 o:::."l· :i:bie ::'~Y ~ • themselves affected econo~I.!::,- ;:;=.-:. ~ ~ .. ~ ~-;i_.r_,.. ·try-the great majori ty of ~ =·----~:::117 ~ 
When the questioner pressed ~v:i i-1!)- :::e; ... ~ !l! future"-,-Matterin clarified: 

• -. No, they thought they hac oc,:-~. ~ .. i11 m ~ .nomic sense. Because they co-..:...::. .::.7 r:z.:s:;•i!: ittm~ -n::.c,,, nesses here where the social or::=: ai ~ ::_ ~ ~-. . thing is state-owned. And they ;;;~ p.m'~ !b.l1.u11!lSslra:".., •. understand? 

"And did the Jews with .bu.smes~ J.':lO ~ ~r~-"":' economically after the revolu~.:·~-
Really the commercial ;.n:i ~:..-'!l':...a;: ~tnn ~ has been a general t:iing. T::e 5-~-S ..mti . ~.!:. Americans felt themseh•es j:..:;:: ~ z.~ ~ dl:t. ~ Jews. But it was due to the;: ~-:,----= P:~:r- iou~~ .' what they have "suffered" is 2. n:.,,:;;,~e itru!:t ~!$ . the state evaluated the wort::. c: ::2 %!C~ .1mt "Oic, r nesses and compensated the ~ ~ "';t! t1ru;->l'! !""­dustries and businesses. Those -.,.·.:::i_:; ~ :t'J ,.v,t ... ~ ::: . state concerns were offered we_ -:;:iai~ r~ ~ t:O'J ::lfrt: .v,-sr; they desired. Today there 2:-e ~..,_; _;~l>'li 'P:.:-0 ;lir.n~- • owned businesses and i::i~:.:=-.:-.~ .,._5r,., .21'!: 1;1u,.-f,m: :-:­.these state concerns, jus~ .:s t~ z 21 ~ t· . .-.r:;• • group of young Jewish prores1,;:::r.:1:!.. ~ ~. ,Wfl\.' ~ working_ in state orgJ.n iz:iuc::,. __ _ 

. . These - ~tate employees are a=,ueJ ~ ~: Jl~ .:.: 
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Cuba who are neither old nor incapacitated. Accordlng to Se~tism .and to the blvorable reiations betweal the J.,. statistics gathered by the Havana Jewish -community lead- flh community an<~ the Cuban GOVCfD;DJeaL One ,-.. ers, out of the 10.000 to 12.000 Jews who were on the. •• Jewish mother voJuntetrcd: . island during the 19 SOs, approximately 1,800 have . re- Welt, we do . h;ve' problems .. ' . -such ·• ibe bet. of ·mained after the revolution. Of .the 1,611 for whom they people, but no problems froni ~he govermneat. Oil a , have specific data, 402 are more. than 65 . . Three hundred contrary. They help us ·as much .as they an. .. . -n..· ar'! children under the age of 14, and 221 .are adolescents .is no anti-Semitism: R.:ally~ the way ·1 fed aboul._it. • ::.,d _vcm::1.g adults between the ages of 14 and 27. There , would not be socit~ism, '\YOuld ft? . ; . 2:-t: 365 Jews between ?1e a~es of 2~ an_d 45,. and 334 in • When :asked :3bo~t -~·cha~ges';· hr the"!' life of the C.., the 45~to-65 group. L~t_tle mforma_tion is avail_able -abo~t . Jewish ·communiw •,~since. .tbe} revoluti~ .1,Jatta:m :a,.-the estimated. 200 add1t1onal Jews m the country. ·. •. •• , plained···•,-:· ..:. ,,,~,.:'" ·,.,. .. ·, .,..fSi·.~_".., -:: ! t,i::1, "'•i, • • . • • '):'~' '~·t'~.,. ~ ,f su!:~ht?eo;~ ~ m~h~ e~d~~ on(cc,_rtatb
0 

in1JCcadin. _sio~:. ·-. • -~~-~~ng~~ ~~-~~}~;;~~~ich' have·._.; . rmc at O ~e e tlon ° e rea g of · here in. general ~ really favorable. My friead ..,_ the law ~v~n to M~es?, which I attended, at ~~•largest .of .... . - can also testify :0 this;,.since h_e and· I are iD ~ cff H~vana s six functionmg synagogu~. In· a_ddition to the • the various relations with the state to resqlff- ~ . thirty-five-member youth group choir, which performed about Jewish o.rganizations and the comm=, io _.. traditional parts of the service, the younger children also era!. Thus we can say .. · . that in spite of dJt rrczn,a,. sang Hebrew songs before the several hundred adults in dousty reduced number: , of :Jews wh4 ~ ,nnai•I ·the congregation. This grou~ of children had been taught here in · Cuba-:;i~ -~ .-sam~J:roportion thm: ..U ~ • by their Hebrew teacher at the Albert Einstein School in the same orgamzations, societies and syn.a~ 1l'!riida Havana. existed· prior -to th~ .revolution:· Excep~ of c:c,une,, dad 
The Simchat Torah service is but one of the holidays 

freely celebr-ated by the Cuban Jewish community. All the synagogues (six are in Havana, ooe in Santiago de Cuba) 
celebrate Sabbath services on Friday nights and Saturday 
mornings. The major annual holidays are also observed 
by most of the congregations, although some "specialize" 
in particular celebrations. For example, the Shevet Achim 
(tI1e country's oldest Sephardic synagogue) constructs for 
Sukkoth an elaborate traditional harvest hut within the 
temple building. Throughout the year, kosher meals are 
served in two restaurants in the capital, and kosher food 
can be obtained according to the standard food allotment. 
Ri~ual slaughter is still performed by two young men who 
were trained by the former Jewish butcher · before he . ernlgrated to _Israel last year. 

in certain towns in the interior; .. in the pro,mca,. .__ 
are .no moie Jews.and so their groups· ~c:eacd.·• .. exist. • But here fo Havana, all the ·same orpsrineiou . which existed before the revolution are:ative tocb.y. ~ 
carry on their activities: fully, without obsuda al a:q 
kind. • 

Mafterin continued: 
Here the state ·has ·.a special office, under the 6.tao­of Dr. [Jose Felipe] _Carneado, which is ia ~ « 

resolving the religious problems of the ditfamt ~ ~ ~ . • 

• When asked about the government's attitude tC'Wl!ll:11 * Jewish community .be described it as 
a good and correct attitude. • And you ~ teem * 
preferential treatment they give us at the ti::=a « ~ 
major Jewish ·holidays. They grant us all ce rrq,VIS'5 
they are able to. · The Cuban Government not only permits but actually 

fa:::ilitates such traditional Jewish observance. On major When interviewed in his office,. Dr. Carneadc ::a::m§c:fltl holidays (Passover and the New Year ), for example, it that the state had attempted to maintain ~ erb;ftm~ provides additional food that the Jewish community needs with all of the country's religious commu.n.i::ia.. ~==' to prepare the ritual meals. The government also provides . about this policy in. terms of Manism-Lt-nioisa\, .!!:le ,q:6.'d two · school busses to transport children from all over that the. revolutionary government . had always ~ s--Havana to the Hebrew class at the Albert Einstein School. • ligious freedom. -Any .other approach~ be +..;.;/ wfN. \Vhile the formerly Jewish school is now public, like all would be inappropriate for the Cuban~ ~ schools in Cuba, and there are no longer enough Jewish · was building a new society for and . with a ~ ~ youngsters to fill its classrooms, approximately forty chil- include a high percentage .of religious b~ :?..t ~ dren do attend the daily Hebrew classes from 3 to 4:30 · • . that the state had a particular respect for the J~ c:mm­P.M. Io addition to the food allocations and the school • • • munity because of its participation in s~ d ~ busses, LlJe government also sees to the maintenance of ~ justice." Dr. Cameado went on to d~ ~ ~~ tt:e tv.·o Jewish cemeteries and pays the salary of the same "exquisite respect for the Jewish practices. a:rrtf .e::!r,. ~ c.:.:et3..ker whom the community emp1oyed before the as a question of principle than a tactic, sinrr ~ ft:h ~ .rcv.olution. • great interest in common· with the Jewi-sh a,,; . ... ~-A number of Jews in Cuba testified to the lack of anti-
In the light of the Cuban Gove~~ ~ 

thetic attitude toward the Jewish co~. z $ ii:rn­
portant to underline the difference between 6= r;;,tmatJii:c reorganization under socialism . and "anti-Su V$11k .. It ~ 
clear that the .Jews who left were moti~ ~ ~ 
economic conc<:m;it, and were not fleeing ~ ~ 
cution. f urtherinore~ those who remained a!i!=:" !99 lbMe 
experienced the $2.me ·_general economic Ol!r..!ium" • ·other citizens. while continuing their religion mJfJ ~ 

J. EDGAR'S LEGACY 
How the Federal B:ireau of Investigation was made 

into tbe !;.iinistry of lnt~mai Security. 
FRA."--X :J. DO:?iN'Ell 

T:-re NA.TION/1,,-Jay 25, ]974 • ' --.... - . : "'..._ - .·· . 
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activities. This religious freedom may be diffi.cu!t iu:- , . ~ 

U.S. citizens to understand. Since there is such an ,:c .. , _ 

campaign in this country against .Soviet emigration pr_:· 

ti ces, it is all too easy to assume that Cuba, which re<.:.iv;.- \ 

much aid from the USSR, must follow parallel poli-:1e,,. 

B ut the Cuban Jewish community itself testifies th:J. t tn.: 

island'3 Socialist economic and political reor;?:aniza ,io°' 

. ~·~:: ~:- .::.:COL!ra;-:s r~1i;ious observance nor ,nk:-2'.::s '1 .:.: ­

.:>:!mi ttsm. 

The que stion of political anti-Semitism was aiso raiseu 

here when Cuba broke diplomatic relations with Israel 

last Septe!D,ber and sided with the Arab states. It is true 

that the Cuban Government strongly favors the Arab 

nations and has condemned Israel. As a result the Cuban 

Jews, like Jews all over the world, are uncertain about 

the future in the Middle East. But the Cuban Govern­

ment's position bas not affected policies toward its own 

Jewish community. Its spokesmen carefully disringuish 

between Judaism and Zionism. During the Yorn Kipour 

war, fo r example, the offici"al publication, Granma, car­

ried an article which analyzed the h istori and bdiefa 

of Zionism. The piece begins, ·"Zionism is the o t."ici:il 

ideology_ 9f ..tt~ ___ sta_t~-- of .br.a,el, . _witpo~t . any_ !i~~ Jo . the 

Jewish religion." It continues, quoting Lenin: 

Among the Jews there are ·laborers, wor:·e::s, ar:J 

they are the majority of the people. T -. :: • :i. re our 

brothers and suffer oppression of capital; t .,ey are our 

comrades in the struggle for socialism . . . . 

T he economic argument denounces Zionism 2.s a tool of 

the upper-class and bourgeois interests, bl!, savs no thing 

negative about the Jewish religion or the J ewisn people 

(Granma. O.::tober 22, 1973). Not one oft::= Jews I in­

terviewed in Cuba fel t that the official pas: i:.:..;:1 on Israel 

would in · any way jeopardize the ~ is._:::,!'s J ewish 

community. 

It would be egocentric, however, : -.. :{:.;n1,e the 

Cuban Jew;; only from the standpoint o: c L:r questions 

and misconceptions. One dynamic and un:1!":.:i :::ipat::d de­

velopmi!nt is that the community has de::~ more than 

simply ma:ntain itself and its activities sin:e 1959. It has 

also reorganized and adapted creatively ::~ :::a:-, of th:: 

surrounding Socialist society. In the process. i~ has dr.! \.VD 

to2ether to meet its members' collective ;- '- : :, ·_:,_ j -c,,·s. 

minimizing the national and religious d:"~e~eo::es w:1ici: 

had once divid~d them. The increasing coh::s1on is p::irtic­

ul3rly evident in the Coordinating Cor:u:1i~sio::i of th:: 

Jewish Comtre!:!:Hio:is of Cuba. The fou nc?r of the co::i­

mission and c~: .. ent president of the P a:~o:D. to . Moises 

Ba' .:b;;, explained the origins, composi ti~., ::i::a ~.::t\itie, 

cf this new strn.::tt:re: 

The Coor::: innting Commission was or: ' r: :~ ~::I 1:-1 1;,_:; , 

since the re µ ere: i;:i~reasi:igly fewer Jew· '- :: ~~ i, ~ i:'-: . 

And ir wns the: \~ea!thy who left here. · f c: ,. t;; .: : • t i:= 

truth : that the ~ich left and the poo:: s,..: ;:.: .. ........ :"!J 

cf t~e poor-f JOr one can say that al! o" tl.~::; , .. , ~-­

The •:ery pnor. n:.>? Those who needed hc:! :->-3!: 0f :.-:e:.. 
st:ived .. -\nJ th;:, e was 2. r.eed to orga nize: t!":e :::0::1:::. )­

sio~. so ~h at t:-i..:re would be no differenc:cs. Th.it, ;.,.,::: .:,. .: 
t:-icrc ,hou!d he: one organization, so th:i.: :i ll of ,;::: ::c ;- ­

g:-ega tions wo,.!i;::i ;JJ. rti: tpate in community m'.ltten ,~ ..: ;: 

org~nized way. So the commission was organized t:> in-

•;!ud~ the [Havana] congrq1ti0 n,, p ,,h ,n•; Uni<Jn L;,':l--
1,· :.. .. .. And we have iuJ v~r:, gv~•J ' , 1.1 :. 

uc1r:ng the past decade the commi.,:,ion ;,;i:. contit:-~ io • 

pbn collectively for the Jewish .:ommun::y and t.:, '-~ 

trio:.Jt;: available resources to the n<!e<.!:;;J .. 

With the increasing cohesion of th.: , a rioll.\ co~p. 

·:L' ~~. !Je old et '.mic :i r.d ,cl;;,riou.s -=- .. ::.::ttioo> -::.:~ ~~ 
.~:· ! l~ss C\:iden ~. ~)~~..:: .-:·, .... ; .. ~ !~ - -~ -- .Jn :,r : .; r:-_,-

0:ri,:1:ning Commission, Ralc :.i~ prc,uJ .:, aomt.:a O'-'~: ~ t 

it had helped reduce such differences . ~ ... lmimiriog ~ 
tions between "Polacos" and "Turcos," .. liberates"' ~ 
''conservadores," had "practically been tb.c main ~ ~ 
organizing the commission ." 

It is hard to imagine that such di fferc:i.:.::s. ,.. ,t:"' 

have been sustained al l over the world for so ~ - F ­
erations, could be erased in Cuba in fi ~tee!! :~ 11: 

addition to the shrinking of the comm~;u:y ti::e:~. ll. ~ 

factor h as been the diminishing e::<.:n!'.Jmi= 6 ~ 
among al! Cuban .citizens. Before the rt:vo; c.1:io:1 l..--:ir ~ ­
bers of some congregations ( secon c..:- 1r:c. ~..:.r.:-g:.-.;.;:;nr::,,.;,r 

Jews. for examole ) were as a 2:rou:, cu:-.; :;:c-.;' ..!~. ~ ~--

- __ off than others ·.{.often .the _new -i mmi!c! :- ::::: ::: -:; :-_j ~1 1 .'~ 
in ::Joorer neighborhoods). Th2 sy::::! '.: .,: . ;; c..::: ::::= ~ ~J~ 

reflec t the differing econom:c Sl:.1:u- .: ., • .. ::- ;. ;.r.-_: ::;.,;.i:~·, 

before the re\.O!ution; the:, ra::c'.e , :- ' - • -::: ::: :.i:..•.:.1:.r :t: 

H:i.ban:i. Vicja to a modern stru.::ur~ . '.: .::-. :._ -;:: .. =,::, :.'Un.-

r:iunit\ faci lit!es, in the ncwe:- ..::: _ 
Yedad.o section. T his phenor.i:r: J:-. 
known to church- and tempk-~oe :-:.; :~ 
P~ris . Mexico City and T o:,:, u. TL' ­

e!imination of private enterpr:s= :1 r._ 

ber-veen salaries, the old e::or.c::-: :.: 
d is tin::: tions are disappe2ri:1:; 1;:i C•_ 

whe:her this development i::1 the cr:!-­
of u~e Cub 2r: Jew:s~ co mm ... !" ::,· ". 

of Ji \ i:ig under soci:ili;;m. ~.::: ::..;-:: 
r. .:::: :o aris·.vered : '·To :J gre ::. " ex:e :-: . 

and historical bases of the d:::er-. - . 
g~~- Of!S '.V~re be!ng e:-aseu . . 

There 2.re common needs J,d ,- : 

·e,s meet to resocnc: to thes.: ... , 
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MEMORANDUM 
I 

To . Unch cc: bl• David a. tea • ln Youdovt.G 
.Joiliii E • Dwrlt 

Al you pm ly knaw, Joah n: bu nee vi :lvl• &:aplan in yme1lt of 
hia ledge o 100,.000 for the WPJ (thia over ~i,e hia pit o $100.000 already 
cmpletod or - ~ld Ceuter for Pro ••i Juda in t,nel • When ,vu and I spoke, 

1 su.ggeo.ted 1:0 you, and ,ou qfted. that it WOil • idea not. to throli thNe und• 
into the o?erat .__,.,_t but to keep tn tact tn • um o ndowme.,t fund vlth Ollly 
1D r:e.at t ·a~IJIH to i) Wlod f 

y 1n caa of a dtra .. qeacy ad llbeD all atn.11&9 
d se i \N',l:IIIM, t I suppose thu 1a a mat• 

ID otbar wrct. 
lmtrwicn1t:a. 
WI'/ other ext 

' - I o 1 o ject if we ta1ca tbU 



Rabbi Richard G. Hirach bbi Alexander M. Schindler J nuary 16, 1975 

Thanks for your note :ln re your discussion with Dulain on the President■' ConfereJlCe. 
I called F her last week and asked to meet with him. He said we would be in N. "(. , 
en route to the meetings in Israel and that we could meet whan ha 1a here. Ha bu 
made several similar promises to me before and has never followed up so I write to 
ask you to keep this in mind and if he doesn't chat with me in N. Y., I would be very 
grateful if you :would aeek him out and discuss Wile situation with him when you aee 
each other in Israel. 

As it now appear • I will not be coming to Israel for the WJC Plenary for my travel 
schedule is exceediqly heavy and there are conflicts. For your information, we have 
named the following as UAllC delegtes: . and :rs. Philip • Klutznick; M1· and rs. 
Nathanicdt Hesa; Rabbi and ra. Byron T. Rubenstein; 1' a. Sall Schindler, 1' ria. David 
1. Levitt, and we await word from you s to a youth delegatea. 

Love from house to houae. 







labbi Alexander • Schindler 

Nov..,.r 20, 1974 

lncloaed 18 a check frail the Batly I.. & Kivia Kaplan Family CbUitable Trult 
in the aum of $141 300.00, payable to the UABC and to N e&Narucl for the 
WUPJ. 

\ I believe these funde were provided by Kiva at tb:.La time in order to ,..t•r-
taka tbe fi1111ncial aapecte ,of the Bar•Bl pui-cbaae. Pleue de mt au ,-y 
excbaages or ~ymente 011 thiil item until authoriu.tiOn 1• rec•ived from :Matt 
Boas. He was involved in the -sotiatlona. 1 

\ 



1'.i.r. Xivie Kaplan 
200-Boyl.eton Street 
Apt. #801 
Cheatnu.t Bill, Y..asa. 02167 

Dear Ci.vie!. 

:Bcnember 20, 1974 

You 1 ~ ea.re this frODJ ae befOft: ad each t:bne :t say lt I 
'meaD it --- you are beautiful.I A.11 cf 'US an lndebted to 
you for hat you are and what you d . , 

Your pre--payment ,. £ $14,300.00 • ~ pledge 
just arrived and I 1\-ant ,ou to know that w are 
grateful. You put you self , a go i;o, • • 

you are always ready to cf help, n e. 
~eat ineonvenie.nee to yo••· 1f Por that~ yo 
heartfelt gratitude. And for all that y ue 11 
that YoU do you have o-..ll' love affe.eticm. and at4elll. NO 
one has earned them as YOfl. have. 

It'a been such .a long time since I've saan you 
Jlli.as ,-,u. tlopefully. our aths 11 1l'D88 soo 
£uture. 

The ,entire png joi!IS in ending lo e to you and ... ily. 

s1acere1,. 



DNr:Bats 

l 

• 

11050 

--~LNO- Um 
dda...U.all.t 

,-. call W. l 111atld 

• 1174 

I 

Ala r r,c 



KIVIE KAPLAN 
280 BOYLSTON STREET. APT. 801 

CHESTNUT HILL. MASSACHUSETTS 02167 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

November 17, 1974 

I received two letters from Dick and evidently he, The 
World Union, has the same disease as all Jewish organiza­
tions and he needs $14,300 in a hurry, and although it is 
quite an inconvenience, I am re-arranging my contributions 
for the moment because we take care of everything the end 
of December and borrowing some money, and enclose a check 
herewith for $14,300 on our pledge so that Dick can smile 
and take care of obligations. I did not hear from Nat 
Hess. My recollection is that that was what Dick said, that 
I would be hearing from Nat when he returned. Maybe he 
hasn't gotten back yet. 

Thanks for your letter on the number of Rabbis for the 
Congrega tion. I won't answer this in detail for the present, 
· nd no doubt Al has told you about the Black-Jewish meeting 
in Chicago which I think was excellent. Please thank Rhea 
for her call, it was really wonderful, of her to do this 
(1 ) before she left and (2) the one after she got back. 

Love to the seven of you as well as both Mothers and our 
Life Member. Yours for equality, peace and love in which 
Emily joins, 

Sincerely yours, 

KK/lp 
cc: Rabbi Richard Hirsch 

Enc check 



airmail November l?, 1974 

Rabbi Pichard Hirsch 
World Union for F·rop;ress1 ve Judaism 13, King ravid street 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear Dick:and Bella: 

Your two letters of October 30th and November 3rd, one tyrewritten and one in longhand, both arrived the same day, November 14th. It is quite an inconvenience but we are shiftinp; around our ~ontribut1ons and I am sencUng a check todAy to nabb1 ~chlndler foT ~14, 300. on my pleag:e so that you can relax end bTeathe, ns J know that you have enouph trouble. 

Thad four days in Miss1ss1Jp1 and the Governor Of M1ss1ssiJ,p1 proclaimed Aaron Henry Day whi<'h s ta:rted as a rnrade, then a r1cnic, and then in the eveninv This Is Your Life Show, whinh was p:reat but hacl to slow down nnd rest ana I didn't want to get myself overtired. I also had a Tougeloo College Boa d rneetlnp·. Then I just returned from two days in rh1cago where I met with nev. Jesse Jackson an6. about 25 Black M1n1ste:rs and Btshors, and 25 Pabbis 1nclud1np. Orthodox, 'onservative and eform, with rabbi Henry S1egman on Black-Jewish :relat1onsh1~s, and I believe that it was a fruitful meeting. 
Thank you for keeping us rosted. we, too, were sorry ti1at I woula.n't make it but I am ros1t1ve 1n my 1resent physical conait1on that 1t just would not have been r:ractic>al for me to have me.de the triJ to Israel. 

Ire thank you for your signatures on the joint lette:r that all the r,art1c1pants in the tr1r, macie, and th18 was cer­tainly wonderful. 

~abbi IrR Hudov1n wrote me a cute letter and said that he is goinp.; to send me a bill for $1 for every time you call b~cause you always ask how Emily and K1v1e ara and this 1s certainly very, very thou~htful of you and we arpreclate 1t. 

With your arrivinp: November 24th ana stay1np- until Dec. 4th 



• 

Rabbi Pichard H1rsch 
I,Age 2 

if you think you are going to have a chance to come to Boston, let us know so we can plan, but I will ~lan, if everyth1rw 1s okay, to be 1n !Jew York on December 2nd and then stay for the Israel meeting the J:rd, so maybe we will have dinner together, you ond Bella, on Lecember 2 and have a good old fashioned visit. 

I'm really sorry that you are having your financial problems but if it gives you any comfort, there isn't an organiza­tion with which I am C"'nnected, and many that I am not connected with, that aren't hav;n.v financial rroblems and I am gettin~ it from every c1rect1on. 

I did not p-et a call from Nat Hess or anybody about this but your word 1s gooa enough for me about the ~14,300 which is in the same mail as this, and no doubt long, long before you get this letter, is in New York so that you will hnve it in plenty of time. 

I will await your call on Nove ber 25th when you arrive and in the meantime, we hor,e you both and the children are all well and that everything 1s p-oinp- alone- nicely. 

Love to e 11 erybody 1n which .m1ly joins, 

S1n~erely yours, 

KK/lp J' cc: P , bbi Alexander Schindler 

K1v1e 



DEDICATION OF THE FREEPORT HEBREW CONGREGATION 

LUIS de TORRES SYNAGOGUE 

December 1, 1974 Freeport, Grand Bahama Island 



HISTORY OF FREEPORT HEBREW CONGREGATION 

LUIS de TORRES SYNAGOGUE 

The Freeport Hebrew Congregation was started in September 
of 1965 by several Jewish families living in Freeport and 
wanting to observe the High Holy Days together. Under 
the direction of Rabbi Sanford Seltzer, then the South­
east Regional Director of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, a congregation was formed in affiliation 
with the Union. 

Meeting first in the Lucayan Building, owned by the 
Intercontinental Realty Company, and later at the Our 
Savior Lutheran Church, this small congregation grew as 
indeed Freeport grew. This growth necessatated a move 
to the Kings Inn and Golf Club, who graciously donated 
facilities for our Sabbath and Holiday Services as well 
as all of our functions. 

In 1971 Charl~~ S~hlakma~ became president of the congre­
gation ~nd a ·strong effort was made to relocate in our 
own synagogue.:·::; The Grand Bahama Port Authority donated 
the land on East Sunrise Highway and in March of 1972 the 
congregation formally broke ground for their new edifice. 

David Ross became president in June, 1972 and under his 
leadership the construction of the Synagogue commenced, 
combining both the spiritual and financial support of the 
Jewish community in Freeport and abroad, and the support 
of the greater Freeport - Lucaya communities. Proudly on 
the Jewish New Year in 1973 the first service was held in 
our own Synagogue. 

The congregation chose the name LU]S de TORRES SYNAGOGUE 
after the Jewish interpretor and translator who sailed 
with Columbus on his first historic voyage to this new 
land in 1492; landing first on the Islands now known as 
the Bahamas. 

Because of the limited number of congregants, a permanent 
Rabbi is still not feasible, but it is the hope of each 
member. We are fortunate to be affiliated with the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations. Through their South­
east Regional Director, Rabbi Sanford M. Shapero, rabbini­
cal assistance and advice is always available. 



SERVICE OF DEDICATION 

Processional 

Blowing Of The Shofar 

The Bahamian Nation Anthem 

Rabbi and Officers 
Visiting Clergy 
Government Officials 

Samuel Smith 

Congregation 

(Remain standing and read together please) 

Baruch atah adonai eloheynu melech ha-o-lam 

sh'heh-che-yanu v'keymanu v'higianu lazman hazeh. Amen. 

Praised by Thou O Lord Our God, King of the universe, who 

has kept us alive, sustained us and enabled us to reach 

this day. 

Responses as Scrolls are Placed in tre Ark 

David Ross, President of Congregation 

We dedicate the Ark of the Covenant in our new Sanctuary, 

by placing within it, Israel's most cherished possession, 

The Torah. Throughout the centuries, the Torah has been 

the standard bearer of the Congregation, of Jacob; the 

source of Divine knowledge which Moses set before the 

Israelites, as God commanded. The Torah has revealed 

itself as a wellspring of strength and inspiration which 

has sustained the Jewish people in all times and all ages. 

We praise God who in His Divine Wisdom has given the Torah 

to His people Israel. 

Sam Bernstein, Vice President 

The Torah is God's choicest gift to Israel, Israel without 

the Torah is like a body without a soul. Like a crown, it 

exalts Him above all people. The revelation at Sinai was 

only the beginning. The Torah has never ceased to grow. It 

expands as the horizon of man's vision grows and wherever men 

study Torah, the presence of God dwells among them. The Torah 

inspires and guides us and it will redeem the world. We 

praise God who blessed us with this Divine Gift. 

I 



Lee Socks, Treasurer 

With this Torah, the symbol of a proud heritage and an 
indestructible people, we reaffirm the imperishable faith 
of the Jew. Through centuries of trial, persecution and 
martyrdom Israel proclaimed its unalterable loyalty to 
the One God who rules the universe in holiness, in majesty, 
and in love. With this precious Torah firmly implanted in 
our new Sanctuary, we too, in the spirit of reverence and 
humility renew our loyalty to our God. 

Dedication of the Eternal Light 

Rabbi 

"Command the Israelites to bring clear oil of beaten olives 
for lighting, to maintain an everlasting light .... 
It shall be a statute forever." 

Sidney Geltzeiler, Vice President 

The Eternal light commemorates the perpetual fires on the 
Altars of the Tabernacles in ancient days. Throughout all 
ages it has been an emblem of our imperishable faith -- An 
affirmation of the permanence of The Torah. We light this 
Ner Tamid today as a symbol of the eternal presence of God 
in the midst of this Congregation and our unity with the 
generations of Israel -- Those who walked before us .... And 
those who will follow. 

Rabbi and Congregation 

Baruch atah adonai eloheynu melech ha-o-lam 
Borey m'orey ha-esh . 

Praised be the eternal our God, ruling spirit of the 
universe, who has created the light of fire. 

Amen 

Dedication of the Menorah 

Rabbi 

In the Tabernacle in the wilderness, Bezalel fashionee the 
first seven branched lampstand even as God commanded Moses. 
We kindle the lights of our new Menorahs on this Service of 

J 

J 

1 

J 
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Dedication with reverent obedience to God's Will--and as a 
symbol of our oneness with the people of Israel and the 
ancient traditions of our faith. 

Congregation 

Like a thriving olive tree in God's House, kindle the lights 
of the Menorah and we shall be your witnesses. Light the 
fires of our faith so the others may warm their hearts. 

Mrs. Barbara Bernstein, President of Sisterhood 

Ma Tovu Ohalecha Yaakov--
How lovely are your tents O Jacob Your dwelling places O 
Israel And now as we stand here this day we do so with the 
knowledge of God's abundant love Reverently do we light 
this candle that the darkness of ignorance and indifference 
retreat before the light of God's truth and justice. May 
we be filled with the hallowed spirit which God breathed into 
His people Israel. 0 Lord, send forth They light and Thy 
truth to lead us, for light is sown for the righteous and 
joy for the upright in .heart. 

Samuel Smith, Vice President 

On Thursday, the 11th of October, 1492, Admiral Christopher 
Columbus, when on the sterncastle at ten o'clock in the night, 
had seen a light,thoug~. it was so indistinct he would not 
affirm that it was land This light was seen once or twice 
more and it was like a wax candle that went up and down. 
Very few thought that this was a sign of land, but the Admiral 
was quite certain that they were near land .... Two hours after 
midnight land appeared some two leagues away After waiting 
for daylight, the Admiral went ashore in a boat as did Martin 
Alonso Pinson, Vincente Yanez his brother, captain of the Nina, 
and Luis de Torres, the Admiral's interpreter and translator, 
a Jew who knew Hebraic, Chaldean and Arabic. 

As we light these Menorah today, may their lights shine as wel­
come beacons to all Jews who may come to the shores of the 
Bahamas, as was that light on the shore five centuries ago a 
welcome sign to Admiral Columbus and Luis de Torres. 

Mrs. David Ross, Past President of Sisterhood 

Like a flowering tree, the Menorah stands as the symbol of the 
State of Israel, its shaft and its branches reaching upward to 



l 

the light. Israel is the promised land of Moses--the 

fullfillment of the seed of Abraham and the descendants of 

Jacob. The struggles of Israel are our struggles. Its 

defeats are our defeats. Its triumphs are our triumphs. 

Jisrael has given unto us the gift of peoplehood uniting 

all Jews in all lands. In lighting this candle, we declare 

our unity with the State of Israel with the prayerful hope 

for continued flowering of that beloved land and its valiant 

people. Am Yisroel Chai! The People of Israel lives! 

DEDICATION SPEAKERS 

Rabbi Sanford M. Shapero 

David Ross 

Hon. Clement Maynard 

Ralph Seligman 

Hon. Kendal W. Nottage 

Hon. Henry Bowen 

Rev. Eric St . Clair Clarke 

C. Gerald Goldsmith 

George Kates 

Closing Anthem: Hatikvoh 

Closing Benediction 

Southeast Regional Director 
Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations 

President, Freeport Hebrew 
Congregation 

Minister of Tourism 

Israeli Consul to the Bahamas 

Member of Parliament, Grand 
Bahama Island 

Member of Parliament, West End 
and Bimini 

President of the Grand Bahama 
Council of Christian Churches 

Chairman of the Grand Bahama 
Port Authority Limited 

President of the Grand Bahama 
Development Company Limited 

Rabbi Sanford M. Shapero 



BUILDING CAMPAIGN and CONSTRUCTION ORGANIZATION 

David Ross and Sidney Geltzeiler 
Co-Chairmen, Building Fund Campaign 

Sidney Geltzeiler 
Chairman, General Solicitations 

Lee Socks 
Building Finance Committee Chairman 

Sigmund Weiss and Alexander Altschuler 
Co-Chairmen, Building Construction Committee 

DEDICATION COMMITTEE 

Mrs. Samuel Bernstein and David Ross 
Co-Chairmen 

Samuel Smith 
Chairman, Religious Service 

Mr. and Mrs. Lou Seiler 
Co-Chairmen Catering and Decoration 

Advisor: Rabbi Sanford M. Shapero 

IN APPRECIATION: 
C. Gerald Goldsmith, Honorary Lifetime Member 

Congregation Officers: 

David Ross, President 
Sidney Geltzeiler, Vice President 
Samuel Bernstein, Vice President 
Samuel Smith, Vice President 
Mrs Samuel Bernstein, Secretary 
Lee Socks, Treasurer 
Sigmund Weiss, Director of the Synagogue 

Mrs. Samuel Bernstein, President of Sisterhood 
Mrs. David Ross, Immediate Past President of Sisterhood 
Mrs. Harold Moss, Vice President of Sisterhood 
Mrs. Sigmund Weiss, Vice President of Sisterhood 
Mrs. Daniel Rolett, Secretary of Sisterhood 
Mrs . Alexander Altschuler, Treasurer of Sisterhood 



MARCH ON BAHAMA LAND 

LIFT UP YOUR HEAD TO THE RISING SON, BAHAMA LAND 

MARCH ON TO GLORY, YOUR BRIGHT BANNERS WAVING HIGH. 

SEE HOW THE WORLD MARKS THE MANNER OF YOUR BEARING 

PLEDGE TO EXCEL THROUGH LOVE AND UNITY. 
PRESSING ONWARD, MARCH TOGETHER 
TO A COMMON, LOFTIER GOAL 
STEADY SUNWARD THOUGH THE WEATHER 
HIDE THE WIDE AND TREACHEROUS SHOAL. 
LIFT UP YOUR HEAD TO THE RISING SUN 
BAHAMA LAND, TILL THE ROAD YOU'VE TROD 
LEAD UNTO YOUR GOD 
MARCH ON BAHAMA LAND. 

HATIKVOH 

KOL OD BA-LAY-VUV P'NEE-MA 
NE-FESH Y'HU-DEE HO-MEE-YA 
UL-FA-A-TAY MIZ-RACH KA-DEE-MA 
A-YIN L'TZEE-YONE TZO-FEE- YA. 
OD LO AV-DA TIK-VA-TAY-NU 
HA-TIK-VA SH'NOT AL-PA-YIM 
LEE-H'YOT AM CHAF-SHEE B'AR-TZAY-NU 
B'EH-RETZ TZEE-YON VEE-Y'RU-SHA-LA-YIM. 



Judie lmll JI. llllar 
Palmer. Serl.el & .INr 
120 ~ 
Jlev York• R.Y. 10005 

Dear £rail: 

I am enclaj;q i.r.Uh & 
COGlllallts ea bi 
n,ay.meat of hit 1au ma 
Youdovia Jaaa a--1 with 
dtat tMae will ae.lpf'13. .. 

1 u. 1974 

'J.'be matter :ta La pod huda a.ad I _,. 
a aalm:ary a11aqsnent with .&aa.HN. a..1i11,11,1,1111111W-

1 • .qptla$.lag ~ uir 
lmal,. 

With apprecf.atioa ad fowlea 
wh1cll 11111& Jew •• I • 

Isl. 
cc: labbi Ira Yomoria 

inc nly, 

\ 
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IMIIEIMI (0) ~AJN[)) lUJIMI 
Date May 10, 1974 

F Rabbi Ira s. Youdovin rom _____________________ _ 

To Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Copy for information of Rabbi Hirsch, Wice, Saperstein, ,D1dge Baar 

Subject_~KLE~NI~C~KILJLE~TT:,i,:,E~RL:.LT:uO___.AMS~i.J./__aAPt:JBi.JILLI'-« ..LlJ..J ,,-.1l~9t+74!:J:._ ______________ _ 

1. Has any investigation been made into the practicality (and legality) of Klenicki's suggestions 1 and 2? If so, how much immediate capital will this raise? It may be that the total indebtedness can be wiped out, thus eliminating the problem. 

2. If not, we should have a firm notion of just what sums we are talking about before devising a strategy for collection. For sure, Klenicki should not be automatically granted the same rights in repayment that are granted to current employees. 

3. The World Union Executive Committee, in its concern that repayment be swiftly forthcoming, has asked Judge Emil Baar to continue negotiations both with Klenicki and with his present employer. It was understood by all those present at the meeting---including the UAHC representatives--­that Judge Baar would be acting both for the UAHC and the WUPJ. 
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labbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Joshua M. DwOr.k 

labbi Ira Youdoviu 

Enc loaed 18 -reee 
hu loan. Please r 
paa1 tbe conespon 
well. Ir• ple 

April 17, 1974 

LeoaKen 11.nr rd o 
bave nur conAenta and 

gt . Pe ta reaction aa 
nt • f. 'a 7.1f'J only ~Y. 
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V•!ctt 
mllilemlr Drift 

Lan:--~ 
.J. _,. 

Dear 1tabM. Ua£dd t 

!Ilia u to ~ tut aillrl ~t-.1••• 
JOdl' lettal' of Apnl 1 

Ida .... late Dllltt .'all,.. 

• MN alao neetwd 
U.V.!t~ 

CC&.,.... 11111 B.-,.. 

I 

April U. 1'74 
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Lawrence, April 11, 1974 

Rabbi AD.exander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth A-venue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I am writing to you in connection with my debt to the UAHC. It was 
my desire to return the amoun in its totality but the economic 
situation in Argentina made this impossible. The Enclosed letters 
and the Time magazine article will give you a picture, perhaps 
too vague, of our problems and sugferings. 

It will also tell you of a certain lack of concern, if not 
indifference, for my letters and anguisehd wire were never answered. 
But whatever I say or write about that painful time will not convey 
the sadness of our experience. Perhaps a person must go through such 
an ordeal in order to understand. It may also be the time to examine 
certain overseas programs, to have a real "heshbon hanefeshtt, we have 
other men in the area and they deserve respect if not care. 

I am taking the liberty to request from you approval for the following 
arrangement: 

1, I will cancel my insurance policy and transfer the existing amount 
to the UAHC. 

2, If it is possible, I will do the same with my Rabbinical Pension. 

3, I will name the UAHC beneficiary of my present insurance policy 
carried by the .Anti-Defamation League, my employer. It is 
understood that should anything happen to me the UAHC will 
receive what I may owe the Union at that time, and that the 

rest will be turned over to my family. 

4, I am asking you to all~w me to return the rest of my debt in 
monthly payments of$ 111.0J for 1974 and$ 150.00 from 1975 
on until completion ofmy debt. I want to add t hat ais soon as 
my wife will start teaching, and we hope that she will next 
year, I will aotumatically raise the monthly payment. 

I do hope that this proposal finds your approval. It is, despite my inner 
wish, the only way out at this moment. 



- 2 -

Though I have left the practical rabbinate and Latin America, you can be 
sure that I continue in touch with Jewish organizations in that area. I 
have helped Roberto Graetz to get in touch with the Jewish leaders of the 
Kehillah and other organizations, and hope to continue this cooperation 
in the future. 

With best wishes for Passover, 

Respectfully yours, 

cc Judge Emil N. Baar 

13 Stonicker Drive 
Lawrence Township 
Trenton, N. J. 08638 

Leon Klenicki 
Rabbi 
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PROMISSORY NOTE 

$10,000.00 New York, N. Y., December 10, 1971 

FOR VALUE RECEIVED, I, LEON KLENICKI, residing at 
Ciudad de La Paz 519, Buenos Aires, Argentina, 

promise to pay to the order of the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
or order, at 838 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York, or at such other 
place as may be designated in writing by the holder of this note, the 
principal sum of TEN THOUSAND AND 00/100 ($10,000.00) DOLLARS plus in­
terest at the rate of six (6%) per cent per annum, said sum and interest 
being payable in equal monthly installments of $111.03 payable on the 
first day of each month commencing with January 1, 1972. The balance of 
the said principal sum shall become due and payable on December 31, 1981. 
The said installments shall first be applied to the payment of interest 
on the unpaid balance at the rate of six (6%) per cent per annum and 
the balance shall be applied to reduction of principal. Upon·my demise 
or upon the severance of my employment by the WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE 
JUDAISM, LTD. earlier than the due date of the final payment, any remain­
ing balance then due hereunder shall be payable on demand. 

There has been assigned, transferred, set over and delivered 
to the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS as collateral security, as 
its interest may appear from time to time, for payment of this or any 
other liability or liabilities to said UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGA­
TIONS due or to become due or that may be hereafter contracted, the 
following property, namely: Policy No. 4 465 588 issued by the 
Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company upon my life. 

In the event of a default in the payment of any installment 
due hereunder, and should such default continue for five (5) days, the 
balance then due shall be due and payable without further notice. 

All matters concerning the interpretation and performance of 
this note shall be governed by the laws of the State of New York. 

Presentment for payment, notice of dishonor, protest and 
notice of protest are hereby waived. 

Rabbi Leon Klen1ck1 
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1>.-. Maurice N. Eisendratti 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New _Vork, N. v. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Ciscndreth: 

DflCl!l'i□Ur 15 11 1972 

\ I em writing to you concnrning a prublom th.-it mi_\lht found a solution c]t thG \ 
Union of Amarican Hebrew Congregations. \ 

.. You 111ay remember that tho U.'\HC was kind enough in ·giving me a loon for thu 
purchase or a house. This 1mm was covered by an .insurance policy assigned 
to the UAtC. The amount of money thtit l had in DecE?l'll1er 1971 covered my 
needs but the great· inflation that fall on us mc1de all cnlculations voiLI • 
The enclosed clippir,gs f.rom the 0uonos · l'\1res Herald will give an idea of 
our present state. Meen~hile the rate went up and it is generally dmitcd 
by the government t t.1at 1 t will reach the 100% by " the first days of 1973. 

On top or all this there is a nm.i development in the exc ~, anga rote. The 
exchange was atound .1400 pEsos o dollar, now it t1roppod to 1100 a dollar. 
no one understands this but the effects an my budget are disostraus. 

I would like to request from the UAHC µermission · f □r a loen from my 
insurance policiy. l need th0 sigqpturc of the u:.1HC bE:1cousB the p1licy ls 
■saigned to the organization. Thn amount that I need .to face the expenses . 
dUII to repairs in thA house is 2000 dollar~. I have consulted my agent who Nt• that I can have such a 1mm if I huve the U.t;_t-te•s pP.rmission. For anv 
conaultet1an his nm:m-: is Hr. Gilburt Rudow, Massachusetts Mutuel Life 
lneuranco Ccnpony, . 10 East 53rd Street, New Vork, ·N. v. 10022 (832-3220). 

I will very much appreciate your kind '·rnlp concerning this serious ma tter 
', \_i. that can so suddanl y on us and wi thput r:mv contTol. I do hope that th is 

, . proble• will find n· fnvorable solution tJ t our organization. 

.. 

Sincerely yours, S_halom uvarahah, 

cc Rabbi Hichard G. Hirsch 
Rabui David H. Uice 

' L06n Klenicki 
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Rabbi Maurice N. ~isendrath 
U. Af H. C. 
838 lfth Avenue 
New Vork, N. v. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Eisend1·ath: 

Air Mail - Registered 

January 13, 1973 

I a• taking the liberty to write t□ you once 8gain concerning the matter 

m6ntioned in my latter ut· Oecemoer 15th. I am toin~ it out uf re2l despair 

over H situation that I n?.ver imugineu .. 

The economic si tuatlon hds boen the same since my last lE!ttcr. Tner c: havi; 

been new raises in prices as shown in tMe clir!pings that are enclosed. The 

worst thing is thut the LlollAr exchange has suffered o change that no one 

can explain. The dollar value hes ctrap~ed from 1400 pesos a dollar to 1100 

and in this manner my salary has beem reduced in e moment that inflation 

hes broken all racords. It may be a political move of the gove~nmont tecause 

of thB March 11th elections. No one knows but mi,• buC:g ct suffers seriously. 

This and the terrible raise in construction prices, as a~ □wn in the enclosed 

clipping, have broken all my calculations. The amount of money ttiat I had in 

OecPmber 1971 was out uf resli ty in July 1972. .·e ha[! the same problem Rt 

the Temph1. 

I have asked to have a loan from my 1n:3 u~ance pollcy. My insurance man, Mr. 

Gilbert Rudow said that this is possiblB but I will need UAHC's perrui&sion 

far my policy.The raa6on is ttiat it is 1uritten on the Union's beh;,lf bec rJuse 

of the 1mm. I will appreciate your lelnd consirteration t1J this 1110ttF?r t hct 

ls so urgent to me and my family. Unfortunately I can not obtain loans from 

local baks fue to the inflation. The wlioL: si tuati □n is a sort of nightmarP. 

and I do hope th~t this year will bring stability together with free el~otions, 

the first since 1967. I hopu also that we will not have an 83% r~t~ of i ni" lation. 

Again, thnr.k your for your help and µreocupation and I look e3gerly to v □ur 

answer • .;)incerely, shalom uverahah, 

Le6n Klenicld 
Rabbi 



,os Aires, february 3 1 1973 

j ,f ... 
Consigne al dors~ los dates pel destinatario. 

Dear Rabbi Wice: 

I am sending you this letter out of ~rnat dispair. I ha ve not yet 
received any answer from the UAHC concerning the loan out of my 
insurance policy. The economic situation has not ch~nged, quite 
the contrary and we are entering a new period of crszy in fl ation. 
As you can see from the clippings salariP.s havR been raised 
between 25 to 35% and will be raised aqain in a few months. The 
exchange fro the dollar dropped from 14GO pesos a dollar to 11no 
or llAO depP-nding on the day. My sal ~ry is not covering at thi s 
point the cost of living. 

I beg you to consider my petition. In Uecember 1972 the amount of 
moriP.y given by the UAHC and tho WUPJ c GVfJ red tt,e cost of the hou s e 
but the new development in prices changnd drastically the situatio n . 
The 2000 dollars thet i am asking are neces sa ry to cover dehts 
related to the :house ,' ' involuntary debts cre a tec by the raise in 
construction, nearly 60% in one yeAr. I have wired Rabbi Eisendr ~t h 
but had no answer to this day. 

Please, understand my situation. My salary i s the only sourc e of 
living, the poor rate of exchange and the raising infls t ion is 
making nothing out of my monthly pay. I will appreciate de8ply 
your consider?.tion of this problem. 

Thanking you in -~dvance for your constant and friendly he lp, I remain, sincerely, 

Shalom uve rahah, 

• 
. (.eon Klenicki 

Rabbi " 
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5,-. Remitente: Ano1• al dor~ 
tlestinatario y destino , dcl telegramJ. 

,,'¼/ r-_! ~·~. : •. ~ .. •• \,·. 
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Rabbi Eisendrath 

838 F1.fth Avenue 

Nev York 

Economic situation very seriouso 

in letters. Thank you. 

Beg to 
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Fecha 

consider ~.iatter clescrihecl 

Rabbi Klenicld 
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Rabid Maurice H. Blaen4nth 
U. Ae.J1• Ce 
838 •·.r.ftb Avena. 
new tom, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Rab'lt.l B11endratb.1 

I ho" tbat yoa and Rita had a nlae tlme 1n Rlo antl an1ve4 
well 1n In YOl'k• We an atlll moYe4 b1 the Ded1oatl..,n aad. 
10v ~sence here. lao1oae4 Dl•ee tlnd N'Nl'Al ollpplnge, 
lnoludlng one mm tb• X14411he Zaltuns that la well w1tten 
am eve wan towards u. we••• aomewhat amaaed bt eaoh 
seaU..ne••• lam also send.Ing the 1ntnv1ev a\ the Oontirmad.o 
A.na11ela •aaaJ..ae• It 11 uoeJ.1entl I am aendlna aoplea to the 
office aa4 \o YGWI home a44Naa ln oaae om letter la lost. 

~ ••Uolea b7 the Buenos Alrea Hoa14 v1ll 11•• you an ldea 
ot om- 1.nt.latlon. The rate •• ot lt.J$ tor April, an4 2'/.'/ ~ 
tor the fuat tou monlbo of 1913• Ibo ra\e ot enba,• le mon 
w leaa lhe same as When you ven here. I~ al ttaa tlon s now 
despua'8. I bef ,ot1 to 4laous this problem at the WUPJ's 
111Ntlng ot Ma1 7tbe Aa I aa14 1n my memo ot April 29th, I wlll 
need• ratae of 2~ 1n order to face everJday lite expenses. 
Yo11 know nov from YoR own •~rlence what 1s my Nallty and. l 
w111 4Hp17 appreolate ,ou help an4 that of the WUPI. 

Am aeo4a Ngarde to you both. We miss the oonversatlons and I 
Ides tbe presence ot • rabbl. Perhaps, next year, aa we aar 1n 
the Heggadab. 

S1noerel7 youra, shalom averabah, 

I.edn 10.en1ck1 
Rabbi 



.: If 

JUANPER6N 

ARGENTINA 

AnOldD. 
The watery brown eyes stare out from 
sockets sunk into folds of flaccid flesh. 
Thin purple veins straggle across the 
high cheekbones, so close to the sur­
face that they almost seem etched on 
the first layer of skin. The second chin 
sags into a second throat. Black dye has 
been used on the swept-back hair, but 
the cosmetic is not enough. Juan Do­
mingo Peron, almost 78, looks his age 
-and feels it. He tires easily; he has 
trouble concentrating. Yet he must try 
to marshal his failing faculties. Nearly 
two decades after he was run out of Ar­
gentina, a deposed, despised despot; 
Peron is home again, exalted again, in 
charge again of one of the richest coun­
tries in Latin America. 

The aging caudillo's comeback may 
well be the political feat-or at least 
phenomenon-of the century. It is rare 
enough for a failed leader to get a sec­
ond chance in a stable democracy, even 
when he is relatively young. But over­
thrown dictators hardly ever return to 
the scene of their prime, unless it is be­
hind guns pointed at their successors. 
Though no stranger to force, Peron has 
used none directly to regain his power. 

He is back-with his third wife, Is­
abel, at his side, trying to fill the role of 
the revered Eva-because a majority of 
the people of Argentina want him back. 
He is back, seeking to formalize pis 
power by running for President this 
month, because the military that ousted 
him finally let him back. Most of all, 
Peron is back because Argentina is in a 
state of chaos, racked by terrorism and 
factional clashes that threaten civil war. 
Both the masses and the military look 
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ARGENTINES EXALT "EL LiDER"; BANNER PROCLAIMS "PER6N TO POWER" 

r 1i ies Again 
backward to him in desperation. He 
seems to them to be the only man who 
can somehow pull together a nation that 
has neve•: fulfilled its potential and has 
seldom experienced darker times. 

Thus the triumph of Peron's return 
is conditional. Though the walls of Bue­
nos Aires are plastered with posters 
from the past showing a robust, smooth­
faced Peron, it is the future that will de­
termine his ultimate place in Argentine 
history-and, more crucially, the des­
tiny of the country itself. If he fails his 
second chance, Peron will be worse off 
than he was after his first-and so will 
Argentina. In short, the man and the 
country are on the same spot, their des­
tinies and fortunes inextricably twined. 

Evacuated E'xecutlves. The prob­
lems they face are immense. The nation 
is much more complex, much more po­
liticized, much less tractable than it was· 
when Peron last ruled. Marxists and fas­
cists fight in the streets. Leftist guerril­
las roam the cities and countryside 
alike, terrorizing public officials and 
business executives (see box). In the past 
two years, there have been more than 
200 kidnapings and about $80 million 
has been extorted in ransom money, 
chiefly from big business concerns. 
Some corporations, such as Coca-Cola 
and Otis Elevator, have evacuated their 
executives. Others, leary of foreign-in­
vestment curbs as well as terrorism, 
have drafted contingency plans to clear 
out. Thousands of individuals, both for­
eigners and Argentines, have already 
fled. The economy is blighted. Between 
Janu·ar and May,-ttrec§st o livrng had 
risen 67%. Though emergency mea-

sures have arrested the climb for the 
moment, inflation remains a specter. 
Beef exports, the biggest source of in­
come, have slumped despite the fact 
that world markets are begging. 

Like the country, Peron, too, is ail­
ing. Concerned about the condition of 
his heart, doctors have warned him that 
the rebirth of his political career could 
hasten his death. Just as ominous, 
though, is the problem that Per6n fac­
es within his own political movement. 
That movement has become more ideo­
logical, and it is sharply split between 
the right and the left. The rightists seem 
as loyal as ever, willing to follow el 
Lider virtually wherever he takes them. 
But the leftists, who include many 
youths barely born when Peron last led, 
are relying on him to create a "socialist 
fatherland." They give indications that 
they may settle for nothing less. "Per6n 
promised youth a revolution," warns 
Ernesto Giudice, 65, a member of the 
relatively conservative Communist Par­
ty's central committee. "If he doesn't 
transform society quickly and funda­
mentally, youth is going to do it-with 
or without him." 

Already the bitter division among 
the Peronistas has tarnished the old dic­
tator's second coming. On the very day 

• he returned, less than three months ago, 
to live again in Argentina, the factions 
turned a mammoth welcoming party 
into a mutual massacre. More than 100 
people died and hundreds more were in­
jured as rightist and leftist elements 
raked each other with gunfire in a huge 
meadow near Buenos Aires' Ezeiza Air­
port. Fearing for his own s Per6n 




