
3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
 513.487.3000 

AmericanJewishArchives.org 

MS-630: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler Digital Collection, 1953-1996. 
Series A: Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 1961-1996. 

Box Folder 
    18         3 

World Union for Progressive Judaism. Israel, 1967-1982. 

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the  
American Jewish Archives website. 



Ms. Tommie Lehman-Wilzig 
Marketing Director 
'I'RC Productions, Inc. 
21 Balfour St~ 
Jerusale~ 

Dear Ma. Lehman-Wilzig: 

March 31, 1978 

I am taking the liberty of sharing your letter of March 20 
with our Israel Department. They handle all programming 
for matters dealing with Israel and utilization of the Israel 
Report would have to be discussed with the Director. 

When your representative calls I will put them in contact 
with Iabbi Ira Youdovin. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



CHAIRMAN 
Nathaniel E. Hess 

CO-CHAIRMAN 

ISRAEL (OMMISSION 
ilf7)1J'JN.l nD,J7nD n1,i1> 'Jw '7N1w> n,v1 

838 FIFTH AVENUE• NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 

Rabbi Leon A. Kron ish 

DIRECTORS 
Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
Rabbi Ira S. Youdovin Tevet, 5734 

January, 1974 

FROM: 

TO: 

Nathaniel E. Hess, chairman 
Rabbi Leon Kronish, co-chairman 
UAHC Rabbis and Congregational Presidents 

SUBJECT: Crisis in Financing Israel Programs 

WE HAVE A CRIS~S OF OUR OWN. POST-WAR INFLATION HAS DRIVEN OUR EXPENSES 
SKY-HIGH. WE NEED IMMEDIATE FUNDS JUST TO MAINTAIN WHAT WE HAVE BUILT 
OVER THE YEARS. 

AND NOW, THERE IS A NEED TO DO EVEN MORE. WE MUST MEET THE SPIRITUAL 
NEEDS OF OUR ISRAELI BROTHERS AND SISTERS AS THEY PASS THROUGH THIS MOST 
DIFFICULT TIME IN THEIR HISTORY. PHYSICAL SURVIVAL IS MEANINGLESS UNLESS 
SPIRITUAL SURVIVAL CAN BE ASSURED. 

In response to the current situation, the 1973 UAHC Biennial unanimously 
adopted a resolution urging each congregation to contribute a sum equal to 
$5.00 for each member family to support Progressive Judaism in Israel. A 
copy of the resolution is attached. 

In order to implement the Biennial resolution and to help us through 
the current emergency we urge that you: 

to 
o f 

1. Include the sum of $5.00 per each member family as part of your 
congregation's annual budget . 

or 
2. Add t he sum of $5.00 to each member's dues bill. 

If neither of these procedures is acceptable, or if it is too late 
implement them this year, we urge that you send a letter to each member 

y"]:.nf:,e~~ explaining the need and;;;.:.:;;; respond , 

Rabbi Leon Kronish Nathaniel E. Hess ~ 
P .S. To provide a clearer picture of our situation in Israel, I am enclosing 
t h i s newsletter written by Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch, Dir ector of the Israel 

Commiss i on. 

A Joint Commission of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the Central Conference of American Rabbis, the National Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods, the National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods, the National Federation of Temple Youth, the National Association of Temple 
Administrators, the National Association of Temple Educators, the American Conference of Cantors, the North American Board of the World Union 
for Progressive Judaism, and the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion . 
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RESOLUTION ADOPTED AT THE 1973 UAHC BIENNIAL 

FINANCING ISRAEL PROGRAMMING 

In November, 1967, responding to the impact of the Six Day War, 

the UAHC finalized its institutional commitment to building a reciprocal 

and mutually beneficial relationship with the Sttte of Israel. 

By and large, the procedures originally established have proven 

inadequate, to the task. The development of Progressive Judaism in 

Israel and the development of intensive Israel programming for American 

Reform Jews have been severely retarded by insufficient funds. 

The Yorn Kippur War, with its heavy financial cost, has created 

a critical situation for our fledgling Movement in Israel. This, in 

turn, places an even greater responsibility on the American Reform 

Movement to intensify its funding efforts. 

We therefore reaffirm the previous resolution urging every region 

and every member congregation to establish on-going Israel Committees 

charged with the responsibility of developing and implementing Israel 

programming. 

We further reaffirm the Los Angeles resolution urging 11 all 

congregations to develop a regularized frame-work for the solicitation 

of funds either through special drives or by congregational billings, 

or other effective means 11 and urge that the standard be set at $5.00 

per member family. 



LETTER FROM JERUSALEM 
By Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

January, 1974 
Tevet 573LI. 

Ever since the cease-fire, I have been reading and hearing 
analyses of the mood of Israel. The one word most often used is 
"depress ion." The foreign press, the Je\</i sh press, visitors from 
abroad, even some Israeli commentators, describe Israel as being 
in a state of depression. I adama-ntly reject this diagnosis of 
the current Israeli temper. The term depression is used in a 
psychological context to define a mental state wherein a person is 
dejected, inactive, and unable to function with vitality. This 
definition certainly does not fit Israel today. 

Israel is a land of many moods. How to describe them? 

Great anguish---the poignant shock of the sudden death of so 
many sons and fathers has seared the heart of every Jew . 

Great disillusionment---the perfidy and lack of integrity of 
nations, large and small, have diminished the confidence that the 
Jewish state can attain the understanding and support essential 
to full and equitable participation in the family of nations. 

Great self-criticism---over and above errors of commission 
and omission by individuals in positions of responsibility (a commission 
is now investigating these), there is a pervasive recognition that 
Israeli society as a whole is guilty of pre-war overconfidence, excess 
consumption, failure to comprehend the Arabs, loss of idealism and 
sense of purpose. 

Great concern---will the political struggle at Geneva be so 
exasperating that the United States, impatient to achieve its world-
wide policy objectives, will join with the Soviet Union to force a 
settlement detrimental to Israel and conducive to a renewal of hostilities? 

Great frustration---the election campaign wa9ed so orenly and 
bitterly, as only Jews can verbally pummel each other, has not really 
clarified the issues nor brouoht to the fore leaders with well-defined 
policies and programs. -

Let no individual or nation misinterpret these moods. For under­
lying all, is a conviction in the justness of the cause. I know no 
one who believes that if Israel were to gain another military victory 
over the Arabs, the diplomatic struggle would be eased or simplified. 
But I also know no one who is not preoared to fight again, if need be, 
to sustain the state and to preserve its Jewish character. 

There is one mood particularly relevant to those who adhere to a 
Pro9ressive Jewish orientation: great soul-searchino. The Yorn Kippur 
war has stimulated many questions. Just as many Diaspora Jews arti­
culated the trauma of the war in statements such as, "Our life is not 
worth living without Israel," so many Israelis are saying, "What is 
our life struggle without the Jewish people and the perspective of 
Jewish history?" 



Most of them are incapable of offering intellectual and spiritual 
inspiration or pastoral counsel. 

Here is where Progressive Judaism in Israel is fulfilling a 
vital need. To those who are alienated by or indifferent to Orthodoxy, 
to those who are groping for Jewish significance, Progressive Judaism 
affords a relevant, contemporary means for helping to bridge the gap 
between 11 Israeliness 11 and Jewishness. Here are some examples: 

**Rabbi Toviah ben Charin is an articulate, capable Israeli-born 
rabbi. Being a Progressive rabbi, he cannot serve as a chaplain. 
Instead, ever since Yorn Kippur, he has been serving in a tank unit, 
and is now somewhere in Africa. Living, working, fighting alongside 
his comrades, he has become their inspiration. By quietly observing 
the Sabbath and daily prayer, he has led many of his fellow soldiers 
by example into sharing with him the sacred rituals of tradition. 
Under the desert stars, he has initiated vibrant discussions on subjects 
of Jewish concern, and is looked up to as the "safra v'sayafa--the 
fighting teacher" of his men. ~Jhenever he has a day off, he dashes back to 
his congregation in Ramat Gan to conduct services or make pastoral calls 
among the sick and bereaved. 

**During the Chanukah recess, Rabbis Alan Levine and Henry Skirball, 
dedicated and spirited youth leaders for our Movement, are conducting 
a conclave with Israeli Progressive youth on the theme, "War and Peace 
in the Light of Jewish Tradition. 11 They and guest lecturers will spend 
three days with some 80-100 high school students seeking to apply the 
insights of Jewish sources to the situation confronting Israel today. 

**All our rabbis and congregations have enlisted in the war effort 
in some way. Mrs. Bruria Barish is one of our devoted leaders in 
Tel Aviv. An ardent worker, she volunteered to visit families who had 
been notified that a dear one had been killed. The following are ex­
cerpts of a letter describing her activities: 

This is a religious job if I ever knew one, because 
our presence does help. I have not felt anywhere that 
I was not wanted. I felt that my presence gave them some 
strength ... Now I am on my second and third follow-up 
visits to most of the families, and I have become somehow 
a part of their family. 

They call me, they ask my advice, they consult with me 
and they cry on my shoulders. Widows, rnothers--the 
fathers are back to work by now--but the mothers and 
widows, they need help. Moral help. And I am able to 
give that moral support ... Some widows call at odd hours. 
One calls at midnight. She had just received her husband's 
belongings, a letter she had written to him soaked with 
blood, his shirt with some shrapnel still lodged in it, 
his wristwatch. I ask shall I come over. She says no, I 
have to get over it alone. I have to get used to it some­
how ... young, beautiful widows. 

-3-



11 To tell you the truth every Friday evening I bring 
up in my imagination the Sabbath Eve Service at Kedem 
Synagogue and attempt, more or less, to adjust the 
time that I pray here in Egypt wtth an Orthodox friend 
or by myself with the time of the Service at Kedem. 
I usually finish a quarter of an hour before you do at 
Kedem because here I do not have your sermon in order 
to have a complete parallel with your Service. I do 
not know why I do this. Perhaps it is simply because 
I find in this way a feeling of closeness and attachment 
to my Synagogue. I do not know when I shall be able to 
return home, but I am hopeful that it will not be too 
long and that my first leave will be such that I will 
be in Tel Aviv on Friday, so that I can come to participate 
in the worship Service." 

When Ziv came home on a brief leave from the Land of Goshen, he 
took off from the precious time that he had and came with his 
girl friend to his Synagogue in order to say Birket Ha-Gamel 
(the Prayer of Redemption and Thanks Giving for having been 
saved). This prayer has frequently been repeated by our young 
men who come from the battle-front to Kedem Synagogue. 

With my work with the Defense Ministry, I have had the opportunity 
of visiting wounded soldiers in hospitals throughout the country 
from North to South. I received a letter from Eli, a First 
Lieutenant in the Golani Division of the Army, who was badly 
wounded while participating in the Conquest of Mount Hermon. Eli, 
who received a package from our Synagogue, wrote to me from the 
Afula Hospital after one of my visits: 

11 I was never close to religious faith. There are those 
who say that the reason for this is that the religious 
establishment does not know how to attract Israeli Youth 
to their own religion. If there is a way, it would seem 
to me that yours is the way. Please deliver my thanks to 
the members of your Congregation for their thoughtfulness 
to those soldiers who have done their duty ... 11 

To Eli and many others like him in the hospitals, the war will 
not be over for a long time, but perhaps our Congregation can 
help to lighten their burden. 

* ~ * * * * * * 

New forces of faith and meaning are gathering strength in 
Israel. If properly nurtured, these forces can help to inspire 
and sustain our people in the tortuous days and years which lie 
before us. What is required is a new synthesis of classic 
Zionism and Jewish religious values which will renew both Judaism 
and the State. In this task of renewal Progressive Judaism can 
and should take a leadership role. 

Shalom u'vracha, 



Please check where applicable and return 

To help meet the needs of Progressive 
Judaism in Israel, I plan to ... 

____ Urge the congregation to include the sUill 
in our annual budget 

Urge the congregation to add $5 to each 
member family's dues bill 

___ Send a letter urging contributions of 
$5 per each member family 

Conoregation City & State 
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THE WO:8.LD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 

~ovember 23, 1973 

From : Rabbi Ira s. Youdovin 

To : North American Board of the World Union 
for Progressive Judaism 

Subject: Biennial wrap-up 

The trorld Union for Progressive ,Judaism was very much in evidence 
during the recent conventions o.E the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, the National Federation d' Temple Sisterhoods and the 
National Association of Temple Administrators. A total of fourteen 
individuals came from five overseas countries; almost all played 
prominent roles in variou.s convention progra:ri1s . 

Overseas Visitors 

Rabbi Albert Friedlander (Great Britain) wrote and participated 
in the installation service for Rabt-i Schindler. Rabbis John Rayner 
and Hugo Gryn (Great Britain) delivered prayers at the convention 
banquet. Rabbi Gryn, an. old and cherished friend, also participated 
in the funeral service for Dr. Eisendrath. Eva Mitchell (Great Britain) 
and Frieda Menco (Holland) addressed the Sisterhood Convention while 
Raymond Goldman (Great B:r:i tain) and Honte Kirkwood (Australia) spoke 
to the 'l'erople administrators. 

THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

WUPJ Executive Director, Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch, was one of the 
most sought-after individuals at the conventions. Having been in 
Jerusalem during the Yorn Kippur war, Rabbi Hirsch was called upon 
many times to tell of life in Israel during those critical weeks---
not just the kind of stories one reads in newspapers, but personal 
accounts. On several occasions, parents of children currently in Israel 
on NFTY and HUC-JIR programs stopped by to say hello and to ask that 
their thanks be conveyed back to th~ staff there. In addition, 
Rabbi Hirsch was often asked to speculate on what was next for Israel--­
particularly in the religious and social aspects of Israeli life. 
More than ever, we understand how important it io for us to have our 
International Headquarters in Jerusalem. 

Rabbi Hirsch also participated in a UAHC-NFTS mini-plenary, 
delivering one of the two"witness"papcrs in response to Rabbi David 
Polish's challenging address, on the relationship between Israel and 
the Diaspora. This was the best attended of the five mini-plenaries, 
and also the most controversidl. Copies of Rabbi Polish's address and 
the two replies (the other by Rabbi Arnold Jacob T•Jolf) will be published 
by the UAHC. 



The traditional WUPJ report was shared by Rabbi Hirsch and Rabri 
David Wice, Chairman of th e WUPJ Executive Committee. Items covered 
in the report hav~ been noted in previous minutes of the North Fl.mer ica.n 
Board. 

RABBI MOSES CYRUS t•IEILER 

One of the moving moments of the UAHC convention came when 
Rabbi Moses Cyrus Weiler rose to speak. Rabbi Weiler, who built 
the Progressive Movement in South Africa before making Aliyah, has 
lost two sons, one in the war of Attrition and a second in the Yorn 
Kippur War. Rabbi Weiler is a man whose very Being conveys the 
anguish and heroism of the Jewish people. In his remarks, Rabbi Weil e.t: 
repeated words he spoke to friends who came to comfort him in 
Jerusalem: that a war to defend Israel is a war fought for the 
survival of the Jewish people---a milchemet mitzvah---an obligatory 
war that must not be avoided by any Jew, whatever the price. 

FUND-RAISING 

The Biennial saw what may be a significant break-through in WUPJ 
fund-raising activities. For years, we have been considering ways of 
expanding our fund-raising program---both in terms of the number of 
contributers and also the size of the contributions. Through the 
efforts of Rahbi Hirsch we have established a group of Patrons, each 
of whom has contributed $1000 or more during the past year. 

On the last day of the Biennial, we held a Patrons' Luncheon at 
which we raised slightly more than $20,000 in cash and pledges. 
Several individuals pledged $1000 a year in perpetuity. Of particular 
significance was the fact that many people at the luncheon had never 
before contributed to the WUPJ. 

It should be added that these results, however encouraging , are 
only a first step. Our programs in Israel and throughout the world 
still suffer from an acute lack of funds. 

The situation in Israel warrants special mention. The recent 
war has created a two-pronged problem for the WUPJ. On the one hand, 
the monumental response of th~ American-Jewish community in the weeks 
following October 6 has made additional fund-raising difficult. At 
the same time, however, inflation in Israel has made it necessary for 
the WUPJ to raise additional funds just to maintain existing programs. 

A third point should be added. The Isrealis have been shaken by 
what has happened; and their resolve will be severely tested in the 
weeks and months of tension that lie ahead. Now, more than ever, our 
brothers and sisters need modern Progressive religious institutuions 
to meet spiritual needs- - ·-just as synagogues have done throughout 
Jewish history. 
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RABBI EISENDRATH 

It is impossible to complete this report without pausing for 
a moment of reflection on the tragic loss of Rabbi ~laurice N. Eisendrath . 
We of the World Union feel his passing with particular poignancy. 
Al though he was retiring as President of t he UAHC, he was looking 
forward to continuing his service to the world-wide Jewish communi t y 
as President of our organization and we were looking forward to 
working with him, benefiting from his unique inspiration. 

Several days before he died, Rabbi Eisendrath outlined a blueprint 
for the World Union International Conference this coming summer. His 
proposed theme has been unanimously accepted by the Conference Program 
Committee and will be part of the legacy he leaves with us. 

At its meeting on the day following the Biennial, The world Union 
Governing Body unanimously elected Rabbi David H. Wice of Philadelphia 
as Acting President. The election of Rabbi Eisengrath's successor as 
President will take place this July, following nominating pr ocedures 
detailed in the WUPJ constitution. 



.., 
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February 5, 1974 

bbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Richard G, Hirsch 

Zalman had written to let me le.now that Ire will be in New York for 
a few day,. His vieit coincides with our Executive Compiittee meet­
ins on February 7th ao I ianediately cabled to invite him tQ address 
the Col'llllittee. We had n affirmative reapoJ18e and expect him for 
luncheon on Thureday. 1 had thought it might be possible for him 
to come to the officer dinner the night before but fon't know that 
he will be in the city in time for such a get togethe.r. 

We also have Si Kenen coming tp apeak to the Execu.tive COlllllitte, 
so will have the benfit of hearing fr an American and an I•~•eli. 
lt shoul• make for a good session. 

Much love from house to house. 



•• 

Memo 

From 

To 
C. C, 
b,. C. 

R G H 

Rabbi Alex Schindler 
Mr. S Z Abromov 
Rabbis Ira Youdovin, Albert Vorspan 

Our good friend Zalman Abramov will be coming to the 

States Febrea.ry 6-9 at the invitation of the Americ:;. if c:oli 
Jewish Committee. IJ/<' 
Within the limitations of his time, Zalman will be , J ~J, 
willing to meet with you and other lead e rs to discuss LJl..,A.AY' 

the implications of the Law of Return controversy and ~ .. V 
any other matters we desire. ljl ~~ 
Bert Gold has his schedule. My suggestion is that you { 

set up a meeting with Reform and Conservative 

leaders. Zaiman not only is the most knowledgeable 

person around on thi s usse , but he continues to play 

a crucial leading role in supp8rt of our case. I wouldn ' t 

know what we would do without him . 

(Rabbi Schindler Tel . No . 203- 227-1383 

203- 227-0232 unlisted answering servic 



OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT: 
Rabbi Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath 

U.S.A. 

HON. LIFE PRESIDENT: 
Rabbi Dr. Solomon B. Freehof 

U.S.A. 

VICE PRESIDENTS: 
Judge Emil N. Baar 

U.S.A. 
Mr. Victor Brasch 

South Africa 
Rabbi Dr. Albert H. Friedlander 

Great Britain 
Rabbi Dr. Alfred Gottschalk 

US.A. 
Dr. Maurits Goudeket 

Netherlands 
Rabbi Dr. David Polish 

U.S.A. 
Rabbi Dr. Herman Sanger 

Australia 
Rabbi Dr. Ezra Spicehandler 

Israel 

IION. LIFE VICE PRESIDENTS: 
Rabbi Dr. Leslie I. Edgar 

Grt·at Britain 
Rabbi Dr. Meir Elk 

Israel 
M. Marcel Greilsammer 

Fronce 
Rabbi Dr. Julian Morgenstern 

U.S.A. 
Rabbi Dr. Werner Van der Zyl 

Ma1orca 

Cl/AIRMAN OF THt. 
EX[CUTIVE COMMITTLf_ • 

Rabbi Dr. David H. Wice 
U.S.A. 

VICE CHAIRMAN: 
Rabbi John D. Rayner 

Great Britain 

TRlASURERS: 
Mr. Michael Bucks 

Great Britain 
Mr. Charles Friedman 

U.S.A. 

SlCRETARIES: 
Miss Jane Evans 

U.S.A. 
Mr. Bertram Jacobs 

Great Britain 

EXECUTIVE DIRlCTOR: 
Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

U.S.A. 

DIRECTOR NO. AMERICAN BOARD: 
Rabbi Ira S. Youdovin 

U.S.A. 

PAST PRESIDENTS: 
Dr. Claude G. Montefiore • 

Great Britain 
(1926-1938) 

Rabbi Dr. Leo Baeck • 
Germany, Great Britain 
(1938-1953) 

The Hon. Lily H. Montagu • 
Great Britain 
(1954-1959} 

Rabbi Dr. Solomon B. Freehof 
U.S.A. 
(1959-1964) 

Rabbi Dr. Jacob K. Shankman 
U.S.A. 
{1964-1970) 

Rabbi Dr. Bernard J. Bamberger 
U.S.A. 
(1970-1972) 

•Deceased 

World Union 
for Progressive Judaism 

January 25, 1974 

Dear Friend of the World Union: 

We are happy to announce that the 18th International 
Conference of the World Union for Progressive Judaism will 
take place this summer, 

in London, England, July 3rd through 8th 

In view of your support for our organization, we are 
pleased to invite your participation as a member of the 
North American delegation. 

A World Union International Conference brings together 
delegates from at least a dozen countries. In this most 
difficult year, our gathering will provide an excellent 
forum for sharing ideas and experiences. It will also 
serve as a demonstration of world-wide Jewish solidarity. 

As you will see from the enclosures, attractive 
travel and hotel arrangements are available. You are also 
invited to participate in either of the post-Conference 
fact~finding missions: one to the Soviet Union, the other 
to France and Amsterdam. 

Please be advised that each person planning to attend 
the Conference must complete an application form (two are 
enclosed) and submit the registration fee which is refundable 
in full upon withdrawal of the application prior to the 
Conference. Additional application blanks are available 
upon request. 

It should be noted that all arrangements for special 
flights, hotel accommodations and post-Conference tours are 
being handled directly by the appointed travel agents, 
Religious Tours, Inc. 48 West 48th Street, New York, N.Y. 
10036. Tel: (212) 575-9270. 

Rabbi David H. Wice 
Acting President 

Sha~/J~ 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
Executive Director 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10021 • (212) 249-0100 
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THE WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10021 

18th INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 

LONDON, ENGLAND JULY 3-8, 1974 

APPLICATION FOR ATTENDANCE 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

(A ·separate copy of this form should be completed for each member of a family.) 

NAME TELEPHONE 
------------------------ --------

ADDRESS ----------------------------------
CONGREGATIONAL AFFILIATION -------------------------
CONGREGATIONAL OFFICE OR ACTIVITIES ---------------------
PREVIOUS WUPJ CONFERENCES ATTENDED ---------------------
NAMES OF ACCOMPANYING PERSONS 

REQUESTED ACCREDITATION: DELEGATE ALTERNATE OFFICIAL VISITOR 

The Registration Fee of $35 per person must accompany every application. A special 
Youth Delegate Fee of $15 is available to those under age 21. Fees are refundable on 
withdrawal of application prior to the Conference. 

Return form to: World Union for Progressive Judaism 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York , N.Y. 10021 

Signature & Date ____________________________ _ 



THE WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10021 

18th INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
LONDON,ENGLAND JULY 3-8, 1974 

APPLICATION FOR ATTENDANCE 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

(A ·separate copy of this form should be completed for each member of a family.) 

NAME TELEPHONE 

ADDRESS ----------------------------------
CONGREGATIONAL AFFILIATION -------------------------
C-ONGREGATIONAL OFFICE OR ACTIVITIES ---------------------
PREVIOUS WUPJ CONFERENCES ATTENDED ---------------------
NAMES OF ACCOMPANYING PERSONS ------------------------
REQUESTED ACCREDITATION: DELEGATE ALTERNATE OFFICIAL VISITOR 

The Registration Fee of $35 per person must accompany every application. A special 
Youth Delegate Fee of $15 is available to those under age 21. Fees are refundable on 
withdrawal of application prior to the Conference. 

Return form to: World Union for Progressive Judaism 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Signature & Date _____________________________ _ 



THE WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10021 

18th INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 

LONDON,ENGLAND JULY 3-8, 1974 

APPLICATION FOR ATTENDANCE 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

(A ·separate copy of this form should be completed for each member of a famil y. ) 

NAME TELEPHONE 
------------------------ --------

ADDRESS ----------------------------------
CONGREGATIONAL AFFILIATION -------------------------

CONGREGATIONAL OFFICE OR ACTIVITIES ---------------------
PREVIOUS WUPJ CONFERENCES ATTENDED ---------------------
NAMES OF ACCOMPANYING PERSONS ------------------------
REQUESTED ACCREDITATION: DELEGATE ALTERNATE OFFICIAL VISITOR 

The Registration Fee of $35 per pers on must accompany every application. A special 
Youth Delegate Fee of $15 is available to those under age 21. Fees are refundable on 
withdrawa l of application pri or to the Conference. 

Return form to: World Union for Progressive Judaism 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y . 10021 

Signature & Date ______________________________ _ 



Edi th J. Miller 

Rabbi Ira Youdov!n 

Mid-Atlantic Council 

Please send information on the Israel Commission to: 

Mr. Will 1am High 
1426 Park Drive 
Rale1.gh , M.C. 27605 

January 11, 1974 

He is the new chairman of Temple Beth Or's ~3rael Committee 
and his name should be added to your roster, He is replacing 
Mr . Arnold Aronson. 

Many thanks . 



January 11 , 1974 

Edith J . Miller 

Marcus H. Laster 

Mid•Atlantic Council 

'\ 
\ 

Mr . Fred Levi , 2433 Wycliff , Apt . E, Raleigh , N. C. 27607 is 
the ne'W Membernhip Chairman of Temple Beth Or , replacing Mrs . 
Stephen Hirschman. Please send him a kit of material which 
will a.id him in his new responsibilities and add his name to 
any list for future 1illlterials dealing with membership. 

Many thanks . 



, 
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JMIIEIMIO~AJNID)lUJJMI 
Date .January 8, 1974 

From RABBI RICHARD S. STERNBERGER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, MID-ATLANTIC COUNCIL 

To Ms.Edith Miller UAHC 

Copy for information of Mr. Al Emma, President Tern le Beth Or Raleigh,N.C. 

Subject ___________________________________ _ 

Dear Edie: 

Rabbi Sternberger is out of the office until next week, and we 
have received the attached letter from Mr. Emma, regarding his 
recent appointments of new Chairmen of both Israel and Member-
ship Committees. Knowing that you have every bit of information 
at hand, I am turning to you for guidance ... !£ there are special 
kits for these chairmen, would you pass this memo on to the proper 
departments, and have them placed on the mailing lists from UAHC? 

Thanks, and fondest regards, and I hope 1974 will be a happy and 
healthy year, and, please God, a peaceful one for Israel and all 
of us. 

Sincerely, 



TEMPLE BETH OR 
610 lilLLSBOROUGH STREET 

RALEIGH. NORTH CAROLINA 27603 

Rabbi Richard S. Sternberger 
Regional Director, U. A.H. C. 
2027 Massachusetts Avenue 
Washington, D. C. , 20036 

Dear Rabbi Sternberger, 

TELEPHONE 833-93:SO 

AREA CODE 010 

January 2, 19 74 

On October 23, 19 73, a . letter was sent to you advising you of 
two new appointments to Temple Beth Or. However, since the appointees 
have received no mail or literature from your office as of this date, I 
am concerned as to your receipt of my earlier correspondence. Therefore, 
I am repeating the information -in the eventfrt:1iat it did not reach your 
office. 

I am pleased to advise you that I have appointed Mr. William High, 
1426 Park Drive, Raleigh, North Carolina, 27605, as Chairman of the 
Israel Commit ee, replacing Mr. Arnold Aronson, and I have 
appointed Mr. Fred Levi, 2433 Wycliff, Apt. E ., Raleigh, North Carolina, 27607, 
replacing Mrs. Stephen Hirschman as Chairman of Membership of 
Congregation Beth Or,. Raleigh, North Carolina. 

Please forward future correspondence to the above mentioned. 

Cordially#.~ 

//~ -
Al Ef fna, President 

AE/jh 
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World Union For Progressive 
13 King David Street 
Jeru alem, Israel 

December 25, 1973 

PERSONAL & CONFIDE~TIAL 

Glaser 

Avenue 
Y 10021 

Dear Jo, 

Thank you for your letter of December 6, concerning 

the Chairmanship of the Israel Commission and Tracy Ferguson. 

I want to reiterate what I said I find Tracy 

Ferguson to be a very fine person and I like him as an p 
individual. From the positive perspective, he is a /, 

member of the Board and I think fairly well respected. \ . ) 

He apr ears to be a person who knows how to write a letter v/ .U ✓ 
and will follow through on letter writing. However, there /1\)J.T , 

are also several drawbacks . He has never been to Israel. 
I don't know if he would throw himself into the work and 

devote a great deal of time to it. He is good on his feet ~ k-
a.nd I imagi ue would chair a meeting wel 1, but I do not see -, v ~ 
the intense commitment or leadership which would be desirable.v 

However, if we cannot think of anybody else, Tracy certainly 

would be an acceptable person. If you fellows there cannot ( 

come up with any other brilliant ideas, I would certainly ~ • 

be willing to settle for him. 

Shalom U'vracha 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

p.s. Jan 2 

I communicated the above information to Ira by phone . 

I assume that he has spoken to you. 

Alex, you and Harry should be gentle with Nat - you 
might indicate that in addition to the turnover which 
is healthy for all institutions, he will be spending 

great portions of his time in Israel. 

c.c. Rabbi A. Schindler 
Rabbi I. Youdovin 
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Rabbi J.B. Glaser 
CC AR 
790 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 
US A 

Dear Jo, 

PEltSON.AL & 

World Union For Progressive Judaism 
13 King David Street 
Jerusalem, Israel 

December 25, 1973 

Thank you for your letter of December 6, concerning 

the Chairmanship of the Israel Commission and Tracy Ferguson. 

I want to reiterate what I said , I find Tracy 

Ferguson to be a very fine person and I like him as an 

individual. From the positive perspective, he is a 

member of the Board and I think fairly well respected. 

He appears to be a person who knows how to write a letter 

and will follow through on letter writing. Rowever, there 

are also several drawbacks. He has never been to Israel. 

I don't know if he would throw himself into the work and 

devote a great deal of time to it. He is good on his feet 

and I imagine would chair a meeting well, but I do not see 

the intense commitment or leadership which would be desirable. 

However, if we cannot think of anybody else, Tracy cer•ainly 

would be an acceptable person. If you fellows there cannot 

come up with any other brilliant ideas, I would certainly 

be willing to settle for him. 

Shalom U'vracha 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

p. s. Jan 2 

I communicated the above information to Ira by phone. 

I assume that he has spoken to you. 

Alex, you and Harry should be gentle with Nat - you 

might indicate that· in addition to the turnover which 

is healthy for all institutions, he will be spending 

great portions of his time in Israel. 

c.c. Rabbi A. Schindler ✓ 
Rabbi I. Youdovin 
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December 24, 1973 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

We're running out of funds for the Israel Commission and I am getting 
~orriedl 
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Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
WUPJ 
13 King David Street 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear Dick: 

August 16, 1973 

Communication between us is made difficult 
by telephone since your office is not fully 
covered and the difference in time makes for 
problems. Perhaps you should obtain the 
services of an answering service so that 
messages will get to you as quickly as is 
possible. 

I'd suggest a mechanical type but in view 
of the situation which transpired here when 
the youth hostel people in France tried to 
reach Brick we're changing over to a service 
rather than the taped response we have been 
utilizing in the past. God forbid we should 
ever have to face such a tragedy but never• 
the-less we must think of every emergency, 
We do, after all, send hundreds of kids to 
Israel and there must be a way to have im• 
mediate contact at each end. 

With warmest regards fro.m house to house, I 
am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
President-Elect 

P.S. Your wire arrived. We await your letter. 

'' 



Babbl &icllard c.. Birach 
WOrlcl UD1oa for h'oan••lw Juclaiam 
13 Una Davlcl Street 
Jeruaal•, I•r•l 

Dear Dick: 

October 12. 1973 

1.'b1a letter 1a 1Dtuded aot Juat for :,w but for all of our coll .... • 
1D Iarael ucl I laope diet ,OU vtll ■ban lt with tbea. Moreowr1 I 
doa•t ewa kaOlf •• daia letter vlll nacb yoa vitb tbe tumoil INt I 
do waat ,- to kaGlt tlaat all Iarael 1a fa our bul't■ aDd ■We coutaatly 
aDd partioularly tboN of JOU wllo an bouad to ua ill cloNr utoa. Ve 
tbiak of ,-, we pny for JOUI' wll-1Nt1Da. ve J'Ul'II for,.._ to ret11n. 

Naturally. • ue cloilll ewrytlallla w cu ben to be of belp but ■till 
that 1Nvu 11■ wltb •• -,ty fNliaa becauH • kDow dlat vlMlt we clo 1e 
too little aDd aot at all c-uunte with CM uorifloe of tlloH vbo 
ataad ill ca. 111111 of Nttle. Ami yet tbat 1a really all ti.at w caa clo. 

BopefullJ, by die t,._ die• U.1111■ naob you •r prayer■ will llaw bee• 
..... nc1, our prayer• for a cu■iD& of tlae ltettle at luac. 'Die lo•••• 
an tben alrucly and CMJ ca11 ••r be nplacecl. 

Witll all our bearta aad all our low, 

SiDcenlJ, 

Aluaadu K. lchiadler 
freaidaat•Bleot 



.... 

bbi lexa e:r chi.Ddler 

bbl ichar a. ir ch 

bb1 • ux-ice • is lldratb, David ice, Ira Youdovin 

1 •• glad to see tba you a:re pursuing with active interest the uropean 
problem. I t ink this is 1 orta t for • from very oin of v1ev. 

In Teganl to the Wort Jnisb nareae I s difficulty. 
Union ls a member of the American arcl and r an delegation b 

leaally U.aiited to 5:e1!sJents of the 'United Sta ~•- '!bis• t least, wa the 
rule h1ch ob ined in the pa t and 1 ould prefer o bav it cha e a 

111 «aake soma iaqviry in thie rega . 

I stlll on't now ry much bout tta. ro ram of l'be Hague Confer nee, 
inee leaving Israel I have rd nothing from the JC office. y a·e 
o~,e proc eatinator th n are ap are tlyl 

rmeat reaarda. 
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World Union 
for Progressive Judaism 

August 22, 1973 

Dear Friend: 

As you may already know, many rabbis are planning to 
lead congregational tours to Israel at the time of the 
CCAR Convention there next March. This comes as .wonder­
ful news to us. We are proud of our growing involvement 
in Israeli life and want to share it with the American 

Re•form Jewish community. 

Most of these tours will be arranged through Tower Travel 
which is under contract to the CCAR. I am enclosing the 
Tower brochure and refer you especially to the section 
labeled "Special Highlights." ·As you can see, we have 
arranged to have all tours visit our facilities. In 
addition, plans are being made by Rabbi Hirsch and his 
colleagues in Israel to welcome these groups and offer 
them special, personalized tours through the Leo Baeck 
School, the Ben Shemen Youth Village, HUC-JIR and the 
various Progressive Synagogues throughout the country. 

I am also delighted to tell you that three sessions of 
the CCAR will be open to the laity. These will feature 
leaders of our Movement in Israel. We are also working 

on the possibility of having a grand assembly in Jerusalem 
just for laymen. This will be designed to tell our story 
as graphically and dramatically as possible. 

Incidentally, we are also taking steps to offer the same 
program to rabbis and congregations working through their 
local travel agents. If you have any suggestions on how 
we can maximize the impact of this project, I will be 
grateful to receive them. 

ISY:MH 

Sincerely, 

? ....... ~ . -L - __ ,,.Qi..>--
Rabbi Ir~oudovin, 
Director, North American Board 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10021 • (212) 249-0100 

233 
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August 21, 1973 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

DISA & DATA 

1/ Glad to note we're on the same wave-length in re French Jewry! 
I'm glad I won't have to nudge you on this one, you've already 
started the process. 

2/ Ted Fiske of the N.Y. Times will be in Jerusalem soon, per my 
letter of August 9th. I do hope you'll do all you can to help 
him make the right contacts. It will be good -- for us . too. 

3/ I had to laugh at one of your recent notes indicating you'd 
be o.k. once you had a }lhone -- I hope you mean at home! What's 
the number we've been calling in Jerusalem --- 02-2274557 And 
if you don't have a tallone, how can you have an answering service? 
Oy! I hope things are going well enough so that you can still 
laugh -- I hear the move was rough. Knowing Israel I can believe 
that but I certainly hope all is calm and settled by now. 

Love from house to house. 



. ,,. 

J 

,. 

August 9, 1973 

Rabbi Richard G. Blrech 
World Union for Progressive Judaism 
13 King Da~id Street 
Jemsalem, Israel 

Dear Dick: 

Ted rtske, Religion Editor of the New York 
Tines, will be in Israel for our or five 
eeks from AUguet 30th on. He will be staying 

at the home of Tet'ence Smith, the present Timea 
correspoodent tn Jerusale111. Bia telephone manber 
can be obtained through the directory or from 
Beit Agron. 

l told Ted, with whom I Just bad a moat pleasant 
lunch, that you could be and would be moat eager 
to be of help to him in Israel by telllng him 
where to go, whoat to eee, arrange interviews and 
the U.ke. Obviaoaly, Ted' a primary focus of 
interest 1a religion and be wants to focus on 
matters which have not been covered yet. 

In our conve~•ation Ted indicated that he might 
be interested ln bavtns an. interview witb Zev 
Harari and Mordechat Roten, the first Israeli 
students for tbe Reform llabbinate at the Israel 
achool. 

I told Ted that there isn't• thing that you 
can't do, ao please don't make me a liarl 

With fondest regards from house to house, I am 

Sincerely, 

cc: Mr. Edward B. Fiake 

DICK: 1111S IS IMPORTANTI 

Alexander M. Schindler 
President•Blect 

I \ 

, I i 

\ 
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I 
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Mr. Edward B. Fiske 
Religion Editor 
The New York Times 
229 We&t 43rd Street 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Ted: 

August 9• 1973 

It was good seeing you again and I truly 
appre<:iated the opportunity to chat. It 
was a perfectly delightful lunch and I 
want to express my sincere thanks tomyou. 

I'm enclosing a copy of my letter to 
Rabbi Bit.sch and want to assure you that 
he will do everything possible to be of 
help to you during your stay in Israel. 
His telephone number at the office is 
(02) 227455 ana if there's no answer keep 
trying, he bas part-time help and the 
office is not always covered. Be has no 
home phone as yet but I am sure you' 11 be 
able to contact him without too much 
difficulty. 

With repeated thanks and best visbes for a 
very enriching and exciting visit to Israel, 
I am 

Sine rely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
President-Elect 

\ 

f 

I 
I 
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Rabbi exander M. s hindler 

Rabbi i~hard G. Hirscb 

bbi ta11rtce N. t.isendrath 

bee: Josh Dwork 

August 31. 1973 

Your mo of Au ust 3rd in Tegard to the move to Israel surprieed me. 
The fact hat it as included in an ov rall budget does no mean that 
the matter wa discussed 1th me. Boll~ you and I know that thia budget 
was really prepared for politiccl purpo es in order to have everything 
in band; ·c a rely a vague guide nd it was never meant to consti• 
tute definitive authorisation for a specific purpose. Had the matter 
of the move being charged to the Dollar Per Person Compaign been dis• 
cusae with me I would have insisted that 1.t be borne by the World 
Union becaus th fact of the matter i that it was the ·orld Union 
move th.at brou ht you to I rael not the Dollar Per Person effort. 

Yosher 1z yos r. 



CONFIDENTIAL World Union For Progressive Judaism 
13, King David Street 
Jerusalem, Israel 

August 3rd, 1973 

From: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

to: Rabbi Alex Schindler 

c.c. Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, Mr. Joshua Dwork 

I am surprised at your memo of July 25th. When we made up 
the budget for the World Union-Israel Commission I purposely alloated 
equal shares for the moving expenses. After all, to the U.A.H.C. and 
the World Union this was only a bookkeeping item, since all the funds 
of both the World Union and Israel come from sources outside the 
U.A.H.C. operating budget and are raised, in fact, by my office, 
whether from the W.U. or the Dollar Per Person. All copies of the 
World Union budget so indicated, and you must have seen it at least 
a dozen times (whether or not you noticed this particular item, I 
don't know). I could very easily have charged the expenses for the 
mov~ over to the World Movement budget and then charged the Israel 
Commission for a greater amount than originally planned, but as we 
have discussed on many occasions, we are trying to project both the 
Union and the World Union needs. Alex, we can't have it both ways. 
We can't talk about the U.A.H.C. program in Israel and a U.A.H.C. 
visibility and a joint project with the College and then have no 
U.A.H.C. expenditures. The College budget for Jerusalem is now 
well over $300,000 and Fred is talking about pushing it to $500,000 
within a year or two (all integrated with the overall College budget). 
Incidentally, I have had several talks with Balfour on this matter 
and when he gets back at the end of August, I would like you to 
talk to him. 

The philosophy of our work in Israel and the institutional 
relationships will have to be gone over again, I guess, but it 
is better to do so in person at theV,A..H.C. Conference rather 
than by correspondence. 

P.S. This was dictated before the tragedy occurring to Balfour 



Mr. Tracy Ferguson 
One Lincoln Center 
Syracuse. N.Y. 13202 

Dear Tracy: 

April 2, 1973 

Many thanks for sharing with me your letter 
of :V.iarch 21st to Nat Hess. He•s back from 
Israel and I am certain has found your let• 
ter to be of interest. 

All of us are 3rateful to you for your most 
sincere efforts in regard to the Dollar Per 
Person Campaign and I am certain the Israel 
Co111nittee will be very interested in the 
results of your letter campaign. 

With warmest regards, lam 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
President .. Elect 



May 24, 1973 

Edie Miller 

Victor Feinberg 

Please order for Rabbi Schindler: 

;ite Will to be Human by Silvano Areti - Quadrangle Books $8.95 
J 

1 
Thanks. 

I 



May 23, 1973 

Re.bbi Ale aud r M. SChf.ndler 

Nathant.l E. Hi 'Rabbi icbard G. Hirsch 

bbi r.ra Youdovin 

Dave Hae.hen aent me the following note" 

' ¥ihbi l1)'64D .Sil'Wtrma14 lw.& vllli a p .era0iil811ttl Job thitt 
Y"r 1. • puallir1g the Dollar-per-Pes:-eoa. Campaign. l 
think he 41eaervea some special thought and attention. 
Do you hav a'-y &U~st:io 1" 

We really ahCIUld do Gomtbl.n.g. Rave you any ideas? 
Of cour-64 11 I'll \irite •\\ll thank him o-ut thertl ehould 
be • • epa~ial appreciation. 

' 
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May 23, 1973 

Rabbi Myron Silverman 
Suburban Temple 
22401 Chagrin Boulevard 
Cleveland, Ohio 44122 

Dear Myron: 

The fantastic llndeavor you have made b, 
rtgayd to the Dollar•per-Pereon campaign 
and your excellent resulc:e are a source of 
much nacbaa for u.s all .. I want you to know 
bow deeply gr«teful tl-.t: Uuton and the WUPJ 
are for your devotion to thil ilnportant facet 
of our prOjlramming. 

With deepfell' appreciation and warmest re­
gards from house to house, I am 

Sinc1u·e ly, 

\ Al•xander M. Schiudlar 
-,\\.· Prestdent•Elect 

BCC: Rabbi David S. Hachen 

Dave, I've shared your note with 
Nat Hess, Dick etc. and have 
asked for ideas for a special 
way of thanking Myron. Will 
keep you posted. 



90 

MIEM (Q) ~ANID) lUJM 
Date __ M-"ay'--2_1.....:,_ 1_9_7_3_. ___ _ 

From ___ __,R=a=b~b=1~· ~D~a=v~i~d~ H=a=c=h=e=n'-------------

To Rabbi Schindler 

Copy for information of ______________________________ _ 

Subject _________________________________ _ 

Dear Alex: 

Rabbi Myron Silverman has done a phenomenal job this year 
in pushing the Doller per Person Campaign. I think he deserves 
some special thought and attention. Do you have any suggestions? 

As ever, 



Tracy IT. Ferguson, Esq. 
One Lincoln Center 

Syracuse, New York 13202 

March 21, 1973 

Mr. Nathaniel E. Hess 
Chairman of Israel Commission 
c/o Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Nat: 

Let me give you an updated report on the efforts to 
contact congregations on our Dollar-Per-Person campaign. 

On February 15, 1973 I wrote original letters to each 
of the Rabbis of the congregations in the Northease Council, a 
total of 53. 

I received replies from the following Rabbis: 

Sher, Bridgeport, Conn.; Goldburg, Hamden, 
Conn. ; Miller, Waterbury, Conn.; Rudavsky, 
Brookline, Mass.; Roth, Lawrence, Mass.; 
Yales, Lexington, Mass.; Miller, Malden, 
Mass.; Rothman, Newton, Mass.; Salzmann, 
Pittsfield, Mass.; Klein, t~rcester, Mass.; 
Bamberger, Poughkeepsie, N.Y.; Szenes, 
Schenectady, N.Y. and Knobel, Groton, Conn. 

I then followed up with original letters to each of 
the Presidents of the same 53 congregations sending them a copy 
of my letter to their rabbi and urging their ~ooperation with 
the rabbis. I received replies from the following Presidents: 

P. Hillman, Bridgeport, Conn.; H. Press, 
Hamden, Conn.; D. Sawyer, Brookline, Mass.; 
and R. Winrieg, Bed~ord, New Hampshire. -

The replies are very discouraging. Let me surnmarize 
them for you: 

(a) a few indicated that they realized that 
their prior contributions were inadequate 
and would try to do something about it. · 



,. Mr. Nathaniel E. Hess 
Page •rwo 
March 21, 1973 

(b) a few indicated that tl}J=y were having their 
own problems in term~ of temple budgets and 
other campaigns and, therefore, suggested 
that some other method be used other than our 
current technique of a Dollar-Per-Person. 

(c) a very few indicated they were approaching 
their a,oal. 

(<l) lastly a few indicated that their checks had 
been sent recently to the office in varying 
a.rnounts. 

As you can see, the letter writing technique is not 
productive. The absence of any response from many of the rabbis 
and even their presidents may be par for the course in expected 
returns in an ordinary sales campaign, but I certainly thought 
we would have more courtesy replies with some of the congrega­
tions taking up our offer of sending manpower help into them. 

I believe that this is a pretty fair sampling of the 
kind of reaction we can expect around the country if we are to 
follow our current techniques. Certainly the result of this 
letter writing campaign in the Northeast Council reflects the 
reason for our total dollars raised last ·year. I believe we 
can expect no more and perhaps even less this year. 

I am sorry to give you this kind of a report but we 
must be realistic and, unless we alter our stance, any recital 
of _the general purpose of the Union to support the cause in 
Israel, without more positive implementation, is a mere mouthing 
of words. 

THF/rnm 

With kindest personal regards, 

Sincerely, 

P.S. I omitted to write to Rabbi Gittlesohn and my own congrega­
tion because of their complete cooperation. Furthermore, I 
enclose for your ease of reference a sample copy of my letter 
to the rabbis and my letter to the presidents. 
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Tracy H. Ferguson, Esq. 
One Lincoln Center 

Syracuse, New York 13202 

Rabbi Arnold I. Sher 
B'nai Israel 
2710 Park Avenue 

February 15, 1973 

Bridgeport, Connecticut 06604 

Dear Rabbi Sher: 

As you know, for some time the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations (UAHC) and its constituent groups estab­
lished an Israel Committee (now Commission) for the purpose 
of implementing programs of reform and liberal Judaism in the 
State of Israel. 

The Commission, of which I have the honor to be a 
member, has sought for the last few years to obtain from each 
congregation their contribution measured by a "Dollar - Per 
Person" campaign within the various congregations. 

The whole program is being financed on the funda­
mental basis that congregants be asked to contribute through 
their congregation on this formula or that the congregation 
make the contribution computed on the same basis, and by whatever 
techniques each congregation may choose to obtain those funds. 

If the reform movement is to maintain its support 
of the program in Israel (and there can be no question of our 
moral obligation to continue) we must obtain the funds from 
the 710 reform congregations in this country and the million 
of congregants affiliated. 

Certainly the literature from the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis (CCAR) has indicated the vital concern of 
the Rabbinate with our ties to those in Israel, and the liter­
ature from the Union and its other constituents has pleaded 



( 

Rabbi Arnold I. Sher •­
Page two 
February 15, 1973 

( 

, 

for support from our American congregations. I do not here 
repeat the story since all has been told before--except the 
need is greater each year--and the budget proposed requires 
a dollar from each affiliated member of our congregations! 

As a Commission member, I have been asked to contact 
all the congregations in the Northeast Council Region. Our 
congregation at Syracuse, New York is ·within that area. I 
have no compunctions about asking for your support since as 
President of my own congregation for the last five years, I 
saw to it that in a congregation of 700 we furnished annually 
to the Commission $1,400.00. 

The records of the Commission indicate .the following 
concerning your congregation: 

8-7-69 
9-11-69 

8-7-70 

$165.00 
6.00 

171.00 

$279.50 

I urge, therefore, that you accept the responsibility for your 
fair share contribution to this program. I know it is not 
a simple task to obtain funds but I stand ready to be of assis­
tance to you with suggestions as to methods, and even to the 
point of where either I or others well informed on the subject 
would be glad to come to the congregation to assist you in 
making the appeal. _ 

Most importantly, may I have your personal acknowledge­
ment of the letter and some expression of the extent of your 
cooperation. 

With kindest regards, 

Sincerely, 

/ 



Tracy H. Ferguson, Esq. 
One Lincoln Center 

Syracuse, New York 13202 

March 12, 1973 

President Philip Hillman 
Dnai Israel 
2710 Park Avenue 
Bridgeport, Connecticut 06604 

Dear President Philip Hillman: 

I recently addressed a letter to the Ra11bi of 
your Congregation with an appeal for funds for the "Dollar­
par-Person" carnpaign to support the cause of liberal and 
reforrn Judaism in Israel. 

This support is so vital to fulfill our promises 
that I urge, and seek to enlist, your suppo~t for an ap­
propriate w~ount from your Congregation. 

For your information, enclosed is a copy of rey 
letter to your Rabbi and I plead to you for combined ef­
forts in the "Dollar-per-Person" campa ign. 

THF/mt 

Enc. 

Wib~ kindest regards, 

Sincerely 1 



BOND, SCHOENECK & KING 
ATTORNEYS A.T LAW 

0:11."'E LINCOLN CENTER 

SYRACUSE, N. Y. 13202 

PHONE (3 15) 422-0121 

ALBANY OFFICE 

111 WASHINGTON AVENUE 

ALBANY. N. Y. 12210 

PHONE (518) 462-7421 

March 22, 1973 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Alex: 

I sent the enclosure to Nat Hess yester­
day, but it occurred to me that he was in Israel. 

I now send you a copy because it may play 
a part in your thinking concerning the drafting of 
modifications to the Constitution. 

THF/b 

Encls. 

With kindest regards, 

Sincerely, 
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Date August 26th, 1973 

From a.bbi R.G. Hirsch 

To Rabbi Alex Schindler 

Copy for information of Rabbi M.N. Ei sendratb, Rabbi David \Jj c e, Rabbi I Ioudovin 

Subject _____ Y_o_u_r_c_o_m_m_e_n_t_s __ c_o_n_c_e_r_n_i_n~g~t_h_e __ i_m__,,p_o_r_t_a_n_c_e_o_f_E--'-u,.;,_r_o__.p.;_e;;_a=n--'-J...;;e"""w..,;,r'""y.,__ __ 

I already made reference in another letter dictated before 
receipt of yours co r cerning the importance of European Jewry. 
I agree with you that there is bound to be some kind of a 
renaissance on the continent, both because the ascendant 
economic and political power of the continent will attract 
Jews and because there will be a considerable 'Yerida' from 
Israel to Europe and also an influx of Jews from Eastern 
Europe who will for one reason or another not go to Israel 
and will find their home in Western Europe. 

#J...:o._f 
I think I wrote you in a previous letter Mtd:-we had an 
extensive discuvsion at the meetings of the Jewish Agency 
concerning the fate of French Jewry. T ere is reat concern 
about the assimilation roce 8 wl ich is ta ing p ace rapid~, 
not only among e older integrated Frencli ewish communi~, 
trut, sur risingly, even among the more recent immigrants 
~row orth Africa. Aliya from France has taken a precipitous 
drop, there is a tr mendous rise in inte:i;:marriage and less 
than 10,000 out of a potential 120,000 Jewish childrei of 
scbool age, receive any Jewish education whatsoever. , lJl->v 

I have written the European Boara that we should discuss this\-• ~ 
matter seriously and am now tentatively planning on going to ()rr 
Europe some time in the Spring to talk about activating our 
program there. We did have a full discussion of this at the ~"""J.I' . V,. 
last meeting of the Excutive in London, in March when you tr.uve.J""" 
were not present. 

\ 4, 
In this con~ection, incidentally, _you should.know that quite often .,.,vr,, Jr. 
at the meetings of the WZO Executive, there is reference to theb,1'..tY"'~~ 
World Jewish C~ngress, ~ts v~rious meetings programs! etc. and_Y~ ~ 
the nature of its relationship to the WZO. In the light of this, 
I think it would be important for me to be present at the meeting 
in the The Hague and to participate in the discussions there. So 3, 
I will try to kill two birds with one stone, attending the meeting 
of the World Jewish Congress and meeting with our people in Europe 
at the same time. 

@P1T,O. 
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If you agree with me, how about appointing me as a representative 
officially to the World Jewish Congress and let me know what the 
exact dates of the meetings are. If there is any way that I can 
be helpful on the programming aspects, let me hear from you . 

.i • 

L 

l t 

• r f 

.. ... 



JERU/ALEffi Of GOL 
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KEHILOTH 
conGREGATIOnAL A//EffiBLY 

a11 :1 
1':l•i'li-1 

Under the 
au,plce, of the 

Central Conference of 
American Robbi, 



Dear Friends: 

Israel is the land of the old and the new, 
Ashkenazim an d Sephardim, a country which 
changes from day to day . Whether you were in 
Israel in 1948, 1956 or 1967, or have only 
dreamed about going, the Israel you will see 
today is an Israel different than you remember 
or have imagined - this is the Israe l of today! 

March 1974 is the month of the Second 
Intern at ional Convention of the Central Confe­
rence of American Rabbis to take pl ace in the 
holy cit y of Jerusalem. Because of the his toric 
nature of this event many of us affi li ated with 
the Central Conference of Amer ican Rabbis are 
leading tours to Israel composed of members of 
our congregations. 

Because of the significance of the event, the 
tour I will be leading will have a number of 
pecial features. We will not onl y be visit ing Tel 

Aviv, Haifa, Tiberias, the Galilee, Jerusalem­
but will be vis iting new villages and institutions 
(sec Special Highligh ts) where some of the 
leading figures in their own fields will introduce 
us to an exuberant "new Israel". 

All ar rangements in Israel have been made 
with YOU in mind . The finest hote ls and th ose 
most representative of the new Israe li culture 
have been selected fo r our stay. Lu xury buses 
wi ll be taking us on our sightseeing journeys 
throughout thi s pioneer ing country. Our Israeli 
guides are "Sabras". Not onl y will they show 
us this country as only they know it, but their 
own personal experience and accounts of li fe in 
Israel will be a part of this never-to-be-forgotten 
ex perience. 

This Pilgr im age is primaril y for members of 
our congrega tions, however, it is not rest ricted, 
as such. Your friends and relations outside our 
congregatiqn are welcome to joi n us. 

Faithfully yours, 

JERU/ALEffl OF GOLD 
NOTE: The brochures you have requested will be imprinted 

specially for you, as follows: 

Rabbi's Name: 

Congregation: 

City: State: 

Tour Dates: 
Tour Price: $ 

•Plus $3.00 U.S. Transportation Tax. 



Slghl1cclng Hl9hll9hl1 
Included In you, lou, In ISRAEI 
TEL AVIV/JAFFA 
Proceed through the main· thoroughfares, Allenby Street, 
Dizengoff ... visit the Mann Auditorium, Helena Rubenstein 
Art Pavillion, Habimah National Theater. Through Manshia, 
one of the oldest quarters of Tel Aviv, to Jaffa. Visit the 
Archeological Museum for an historical review of Jaffa, an­
cient alleys, its Port and Arab quarters. 

REHOVOTH 

Drive from Tel Aviv to Rishon le Zion for a visit to the 
famous wine-cellar where well-known Carmel Wines can be 
sampled. Continue to Rehovoth for a tour of the Weizmann 
Institute of Science and the Memorial to Dr. Weizmann, 
Israel's first President. 

COAST AL ROAD & HAIFA 

Depart Tel Aviv to Caesarea (capital of Judea under the 
Romans). Tour this restored Crusader city, the battlements, 
Herodian Harbor, Roman Theater and aqueduct, a marvel 
of Roman water-supply engineering. Continue to Zichron 
Yaakov, rich in vineyards. Visit the Rothschild Memorial 
Gardens at Ramat Hanadiv. On to Haifa, where city tour of 
Israel's largest port will include Mt. Carmel with Panorama 
Road Observation Point, Leo Baeck High School, the gold­
domed Bahai Shrine and its exotic Persian Gardens; the 
Technion; Prophet Elijah's Cave and French Carmel. 

GOLAN HEIGHTS & UPPER GALILEE 

On to the ancient port of Acre and tour the old Crusader 
fortifications, the Jezzar Pasha Mosque; stroll around the 
oriental market. On to Safed, capital of upper Galilee. 
Explore the Artists' Quarter in the picturesque old city, 
birthplace of the Cabbalistic Movement. See Banias Springs 
and waterfall; ascend Ramat Hagolan and via Lake Ram to 
Kuneitra, former Syrian stronghold. Cross the Jordan river 
via Bnot Yaacov Bridge. 

LOWER GALILEE & NAZARETH 
Depart for Capernaum and visit the ruins of an ancient 
synagogue. On to Tiberias on the shores of the Sea of 
Galilee (Kinneret), a town lying below sea level with hot 
springs that were famous in the days of the Romans. Via 
Kfar Kana (Cana of Galilee to Nazareth to visit its Christian 
Shrines and picturesque Arab market. 

JERUSALEM - OLD CITY 
See the Tower and Citadel of David at Jaffa Gate. Enter 
the Old City and proceed on foot through Nablus Road to 
the Holy Sepulchre. Pass through the Jewish Quarter to the 
Western Wall. Temple area -- proceed to the Dome of the 
Rock (Mosque of Omar), site of the First and Second 
Temples. Through the picturesque bazaars to Via Dolorosa, 
back to Damascus Gate. 

JERUSALEM - NEW CITY 

Drive through the Rehavia Quarter to the Hebrew Univer­
sity campus; visit Mt. Herzl and the Military Cemetery, 
Herzl's Memorial and Museum. Proceed to the new 
Hadassah Medical Center and see the Svna202t1e with Marc 
Chagall's famous stained-glass windows; Kennedy Memorial; 
Yad Vashem Memorial to the Holocaust; continue on to the 
Knesset and Israel Museum. 

JERICHO - DEAD SEA 

Proceed via Bethany and the Wilderness of Judea to Jericho 
and tour the world's oldest city. Proceed to the lowest 
point on earth, Sdom, and the Dead Sea, 1292 feet below 
sea level. 

BETHLEHEM - HEBRON 
Drive via Refaim Valley, Church of Elias to Rachel's Tomb. 
Continue to Bethlehem, visit the Church of the Nativity and 
historical sites. Then to Hebron and visit the Tombs of the 
Patriarchs, the Machpelah. 

MASSADA 
Ascend to Massada via the cable car for a visit of the Plateau 
(elev. 1200 ft.). Massada was the last stronghold which held 
out against the Romans during the Jewish Revolt and is 
fully excavated. 



Jpccle1I 
Hlghllghl1 

Participation in the Opening Session of the 85th 
Annual CCAR Convention at Binyanei HaUma. 

Jerusalem Theater - Cultural Evening. 

Visit to the Reform sponsored Leo Baeck High 
School in Haifa. 

Visit to Youth Village, Ben Shemen - a project 
of the!Reform Movement. 

Visit to the Hebrew Union College in Jerusalem. 

Visit to one of the Reform congregations in Israel. 

it: 1 Round-trip jet air transportation via El Al Israel ., : 
Wit • Airlines, or another IATA carrier, Economy Class. @m : 

&'.wm:-,:·,~::'i!~--::•_:;:_r, __ ~_~:_,;_;_~:i·':._; 2. Twin-bedded room with private bath. II j 
<::,. 3. Israeli breakfast daily in Israel. Kil H **~* ;:j: 

~-~-•-_:_:· .. :~ ___ :;: 4
5
• A

5
_11htran~fersb-D airp

1 
ort to hotel anhd vi~the vEersagl:sh if-'.~:: 

:· '/. . 1g tseemg y e uxe motorcoac w1 n I f@\ \ 
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a 
1¥£. 
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TOUR PRICE INCLUDES: 

TO BE IMPRINTED HERE 

I HOTELS TO BE USED ON YOUR TOUR 

:<:;.;:; 

:,;:::;; City Hotel Dates 

TO BE IMPRINTED HERE 

i Ji 
<:::~1+::t;:,:,;::,;;;~ula&;;;~;,LtJk¥½~1twi&fMi4Jtiikei~Klb&:%;z;;:>N· ,. 



~-------------------------~ 
RESERVATION FORM 

Please pr int or type all information. Make cheek payable to the Con­
gregation. 

Dear Rabbi : 

Enclosed please find my check in the amount of$ .......... .................. . 

($100.00 per person) for ........... person(s) on your CCAR Congrega-

tional tour. 

NAME ..... .......................................................................................... . 

ADDRESS ................................................ ......................................... . 

CITY .................. ................ ............. STATE ............. ........ ZIP ........... .. 

HOME PHONE: ............................. BUSINESS ................... ..... .......... .. 

MEMBERS IN MY PARTY AND THEIR RELATIONSHIP: 

(List ages of all children between the ages of 2 • 24 as of departure 

dates). 

TYPE OF ROOM: Twin Single Triple (Circle one) 

I understand that the number of participants on this tour is limited 
and that reservations are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. 

DATE ................ ............. .. 

Signature 

L-------------------------J 
Official Air Fares and Hotel Rates in Israel for March 1974 haft not 

been finalized. Therefore rates shown in this brochure are based on 
tariffs in effect as of June 1st, 1973. 

TRAVEL DOCUMENTS: Each Tour partici­
pant must be in possession of a valid passport. 
A Certificate of Vaccination against smallpox 
is strongly recommended. 

REGISTRATION: Reservations are made upon 
receipt of a deposit of $100 per person. Full 
payment is due not later than 60 days prior to 
departure date. 

CANCELLATION: Your deposit will be re­
funded in full if you cancel in writing at least 
60 days prior to departure. A $10.00 cancella­
tion fee per person will be imposed for cancel­
lations between 60 and 30 days p_rior to depar­
ture. Cancellation less than 30 days prior to de­
parture will be charged up to 25% of the airfare 
and $50.00 per person for land arrangements. 

HOTELS: Accommodations iri standard twin­
bedded room with private bath or shower at the 
hotels listed, or similar. 

AIR TRANSPORTATION: Round trip jet 
flights via El Al Israel Airlines or any other 
IATA Carrier assigned by tour operator, based 
on Economy Class Group Fare for minimum of 
15 passengers. Passengers must fly with group 
at all times. Separation from group will require 
recalculation of air fares on an individual basis. 
An "Air Fare Protector" insurance policy is 
available and strongly recommended. Cost up 
to $500 protection: $12.50 for an individual 
and $25.00 per couple. All air fares subject to 
government approval. 

AIR TICKETS: Flight tickets and final docu­
ments will be mailed approximately 2 weeks -
10 days prior to departure. Please do not re­
quest them sooner as we will not have flight in­
formation until this time. 

TARIFF: All rates are based on Tariffs and 
Foreign Exchange rates in effect as of June 1, 
1973 and are subject to any subsequent changes. 
All air fares are subject to government approval. 

TOUR RATE DOES NOT INCLUDE: Ex­
penses and items of d personal nature; U. S. 
Transportation Tax, airport taxes, personal 
tips; excess baggage charges (allowance - 44 
pounds per person except for infants); laundry, 
beverages; after meal tea or coffee; personal and 
baggage insurance. 



EUROPEAN ITINERARY 

IF REQUESTED 
TO BE IMPRINTED HERE 

RESPONSIBILITY 

Tower Travel Corporation acts as agents for the 
passengers and the companies they represent 
and in consequence, accepts no responsibility 
for accidents, damages, baggage losses, delays 
due to strikes or to the faults or defaults of any 
company used for the carrying out of these 
tours. In the event it becomes necessa ry or 
advisable for the comfort or wellbeing of the 
passengers, or for any reason whatsoever to alter 
the itinerary or arrangements, such alterations 
may be made without penalty to the operator. 
Additional expenses, if any, shall be borne by 
the passengers. No refund can be made for ab­
sence from tour unless arrangements are made 
at the time of booking. The right is reserved for 
Tower, at its absolute discretion , to refu se or 
cancel any booking or to terminate the tour of 
any person or persons at any time without being 
under obligation to assign a reason therefore . In 
the event of the exercise of this right, Tower 
shall be under no liability to the person or per­
sons save to refund any monies paid by, or, 
where the tour has already commenced, to re­
fund su.ch amount as Tower, in its uncontrolled 
discretion, thinks reasonable to attribute to the 
uncompleted portion . The airline concerned are 

not to be held respon·sible for any acts, omis­
sions, or event, during the time passengers are 
not on board. The passage contract in use by 
the companies concerned when issued, shall 
constitute the sole contract between the com­
pany and purchaser of these tours and/or 
passengers. 



January 30, 1973 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

I'm in a bind and t he r e ' s onl y one way I can get out of it -­
b t that me~ns missing the meetin of the WUPJ Governing Body 
i n London. Much as I regret the necessity , I really must and 
I trust you wi ll be understand i ng . 

I have t o be in Israel forte HUC-JIR Board of Governors 
meeting <is well a s some additiona l sessions following their 
meeting - namely r weet ing with He rb Friedman. I'm scheduled 
for a wedding of old and dear friends in Danbury, Connecticut 
for March 10th an haven ' t go t i t in my heart to cancel out 
or to ask them t o change t he date - you'd react the same way 
in a similar s itua t ion. Even l f I were to l eave N. Y. late 
Saturday nigh :"or London I ' J b-e 30 exhausted I'd no t add one 
iota t o the d i cus s ions of t he Govern ·ng Body! So please 
accppt my apology and my ~egret at no being able to be with 
you on Ma rch 10-11. 

f 



,Ht : Rabu i ftict1ard G. dirsc .. 

I will be attending t,ia.- 1v.,Hft6 o-r··· tc.e Guvel hi~ 

,H>d y of t >te World Union on wiarc ;, U and 11 i;-; 

. .1, ncio11. 

I w1ll arrive o u 

,), 1< i will stay until 
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World Union 
for Progressive Judaism 

January 11, 1973 

From: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

To: Governing Body Members 

As you have already been informed, the Governing Body 
meeting will take place on March 10 and 11 in Lendon. 

Mr. Bertram Jacobs, Secretary of the World Union nas made a 
limited number of reservations at the Whites Hotel. If you 
wish to avail yourselves of these rooms, please ccm'lluni e:z.-c a 
directly with Mr. Jacobs, Leo Baeck Col lege, 33 Ssy::iour Place, 
London W.l, indicating the dates and kinds of accore~cjat~ons 
you would care to have him make. Otherwise please t 2ke care 
of your own reservations independently. 

The first meeting will be held be6 inning with dinner at 
Whites Hotel on Saturday, March 10 , The session w~l l ba in 
conjunction with the Europe an Board meeting, and ~-pecial 
emphasis will be given to the prsblems and challenge s con­
fronting Progressive Judaism in Fra.Gee, On Su:'.'l-iay, the 
Governing Body meeting will begin in t he morning and will 
conclude in the late afternoon. 

We shal 1 ha,,e many impor tant i terns to d~.scuss. Among other 
ite:ns on the a6enda, wil l be the fcllm'lj_ng: 

1) European Youth program 
2) Fort hcoming trans~er of headquarters 
3) The World Educational Center for Pr ogressive 

Judaism 
4) ProGress reports from constituencies around 

t he world. 

Will you please indicate on t he enclosed card what dates 
you will be in London and where you will be staying , 

With best wishes to you and yours, 

• 

enclosure 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10021 • (212) 249-0100 
233 



JMIIEJMI O IfiAJMID) lUJJMI 
Date January 16 1973 

From RABBI RICHARD G. HIRSCH, Director 

To Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Copy for information of Joshua M. Dwork Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrat~h~----

Subject _____________________________________ _ 

I received your note of January 11th along 
with the note from Josh and do not understand why 
it is necessary to have this written communication. 
I think the four of us should talk about it in person. 

For the record,what I said to Josh and what I 
have repeated to you is that I do not think the World 
Union at this stage of its development should be 
expected to pay back the money which is owed the UAHC. 
I also said that it was unforgiveable that the World 
Union kept raising its debt to the UAHC and said that 
as of July 1, 1972 when I formally entered the office, 
I would not permit the debt to rise. 

Jo\ and Fred informed me that the Union had initiated 
a practice of reducing the World Union debt by $4,000 
each year. I hope that it will be possible, therefore, 
within six years to erase the debt. 

As far as the loan of the Union to the World Union 
concerning the Har-El purchase is concerned, that is 
something which Jay Kaufman arranged and I assume should 
be kept on the books until such time as the property 
"is sold or the World Union has funds to repay the Union. 

I still think we should discuss it, but for the 
record, this is what I said. 

RGH:nl 

)Z,/ t5to~s t.fict{o.-, (,.-,t,,· 
UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800 



January 11, 1973 

bbbi Al xander M. SChtndler 

Rabbi B.ichaM G. Hirac~ 

Rabbi Mlturic N. Eieendrath; Joshua M. Dwork 

Ple e note the eo.closed memorandum from Josh Dwork. 
I'm a little bit puzzled by it and I refer to your 
saying that: you "can't be held responsible for debts 
•hicb w re incuned before your time and tut you 
will not reeognt:e them. 11 this ta an in•citutional 
oblig tion not a personal obligation and has ~ re• 
main on the books a due until the WUPJ • if necessary 
either through the $1.00 per person camp ign or some 
other tDaana • is able to pay it off. Obviously the 
Union ta not in• position to abaorb avoer $40,000. 
this year. 

'!bat would be a wonder~ way for_. to proee d, Dick; 
I'll just say that .tha1 .... accumulat d deficit and the 
inventory whtcb amount to about 1.7 million dlllars 1n 
toto were incurred before I assumed the Vice Presidency 
and I therefore do not recognize the. Do you think 
our auditors, never mind our banks, would buy that? 

I'm aure that Maurice will agree. 
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tlece~r 20. 1967 

Rabbi William Roun all 
World Union for- Pror.Nsslve Judaia 838 Fifth Awnuo 
'.Nev York • ., ew Yo 

Deu- Bill: 

RABBI RICHARD G . HIRSCH, Director 
MARVIN BRAITERMAN, Counsel 

and Di1ector of Education and Research 

I thou.-ht th eting yestel'"day was• good on•• are ¥ell on the l'CMld to so11e •aninr.tul .tet1Yit 

Thi■ is being diet ted prior to W:f deoa1~ui,a..,1 nga • t and faaily gatherlng
9 I aft r 'tbe n•v Y••r. Houeftr• I di diately on ctifllllating attendance a 

by MIIDQN of the Iar-.H::OWlllttee. ,...,~1,11, ais ion which we w d ..r:1:~..:c old 
fro. Juno 30 to J 

• 
tum 
arted 
on 

study 
tt•• -·I'll 

nt or tt-aftl in connec­
nce. I ■IIRCQt that yolA -~uee 
an,eaenta ot those wbo vlll be 

well as the llorld Union conference. would c::hann.l hotel and tNftl arrw,ge•nta l throuen the •a• chtnery you haw ••t up ffll.....Q.'l~S-U.J., conference. I do not anticipate that we will 20-25 people Oil the study isaion. 
Your handlic of these •tt•rs would enable the World Union to eam wh teftr IIIOdast proceed.a vould ~ fol'thCOldn In c:onnectlca with th travel - and alao would uaUN coordination. 
1 111 auee Napons1»111ty for th• progN of the at\ldy alaaion, but do not want to toruulate tho pn>£ra11 unt11 I ... what you are developin to the Wol"ld Union conferenaa. 'l'heretore

9 lease send • a copy of the pro ra ewn 'though it 1111.Y be tentatiw. 

• • 1 1 B ·1d· Is under the auspices of the Commiss ion on Soci al Action 
The Religious AcUon Cen_te_r, housed In the_ Emily fh a~E:;~!L Kfo~~ER~~d~gOF AMERICAN RABBIS and the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW of Reform Judaism, a Joint ln_strumenta(ity 1°fF de ti of Temple Sisterhoods National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods, National 
CONGREGATIONS with Its aff1l1ates-Nat1ona e era on , Federation of Temple Youth. 



Rabbi Willia• Rosenthall (cont'd) 

After my retum, I will send letters to the congregatima 
who have special rabbi appeals foJt the liorld Union, as per 
our diacuaaion. 

Best wishes.to you. and yoUN for a happy Chanllka. 

Sincerely. 

Rabbi Richard G. HiNch 

cc I Rabbi Jacob Shankun 
Rabbi H urice N. Eisendrath 
Mr. Nathaniel Hesa / 
IW>bi Alexander Schindler V 
Hiaa Jane !:vans 

• 



November 30, 1967 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Al Vorspan 

Bill Rosenth 11 came to see me to discuss arious tters pertaining 
to the Union-World Union relationships. es cially a we approach our 
Israel project. 

During the discussions he justly pointed out that mention of the World 
Union was completely neglect~d in the Israel brochure prepared under 
your aegis. 

All sorts of Jewish organizations are mentioned in Dick U1rsc 's 
article on efona Judaism 1n Israel•- NPTY and shmFTY, and HUC, and 
everybody else, but not a word about the World Union. Similarly, on 
page 117 in listing resources of organizations hich can supply mater­
ial for the study on Israel you have nine agencies, and the World U1ion 
is not one of them. 

B ll's plaint is justified in this regard, so it seems to me, and if and 
vhen you publish a second edition of this work, correction must be made. 

l 



September l, 1967 

Rabbi A.H. Schindler 

Al Vorspan 

Dick Hirsch will 
__,;;.-;;--' 

in on September 6th at 2:30 P.M. 

to discus• t Israel Coamittee with ua. 

te on your calendar so you will be 

sure to attend. 



April 4, 1967 

Rabbi A. M. Schindler 

Dr. M .. Eisendrath 

Al vorspan 

I represented you y tarday (A 11 3) ate ting h ld in Alnba do 
lerman' suit a~ the r.s Hou e, nUtll!lOned by I raeli officials in 
order to dlecuaR ~ropo al £or the convening of a World Conference 
of the Jewish Peopl to e he!d during July 196 and attendant upon 
th 20th Annlvere ry c lebration of the ate of I rael. 

In attendance b std the ho ting I raeli (H rman, Arnon and~ ck 
Herzog) w r re re,entati et of B'nai B' 1th (Corey), th A·J 
Cong~e s (Maslow), the American Zionists (Miller), th CCAR (Irv 
Blank), the ~-A (Kellman) d the Pre ident Council (Prinz and 
H 11 n). 

The or14 Confer nee of the J wish Peopl • as it• name sugge ts, 1a 
intended to serve ae a dra tic dev: n$tration of o worl4-wide 
unity and our eombin d concern for such proble a J 1 h education, 
J'ewi h culture, J hh unity, and th relation betv en I ra 1 and the 

J>ie1pora. It is hoped that representation: of world J ry (Euro e. 
United States, uth rica. ete.) will· tt the on renc -- not 
ju t ini$titution l leaders, but le~&i..-z o t µ t. The American 
effort, so it 1 proposed, will b CGlMRaec« y the Pxe idents Council 
vhilh will broaden ite compa e to includ such non~Council organizations 
aa th A-J Co itte and the National Council of J wish Women. 

Th potential value of uch Conference wa £firm d by all and it wa 
uggeated th•t thes pres nt constitute rogr co itt to work out 

th detail of the gath rig oth in format nd in cont nt. 



REPORT OF ACTIVITIES OF THE 

WORLD COUNCIL ON JEWISH EDUCATION Apri 1, 1967 

May I respectfully call your attention to the memorandum submitted in March the 

items of which are in progress. I am pleased to report the following additional ac­

tivities: 

1. World Sephardi Federation: (A) By arrangement with, and approval of Dr. 

Solomon Gaon, a survey is being conducted of the educational programs of the syna­

gogue schools affiliated with the Federation. Already several have reported and 

additional reports are coming in frequently. A questionnaire is being prepared to 

probe further . (B) An editorial committee has been set up to prepare quarterly 

bulletin for publication in English, French and Spanish for distribution to the 

schools. I have asked Mrs. Tamar de Sola Pool to raise some funds for this purpose. 

(C) There are some 30 Sephardi students at the Yeshivah University who are pre­

paring to minister to the needs of their brethren. I am meeting with Rabb i Herbert 

Dobrinsky, who leads this group under Dr. Gaon's supervision, to lay out a program 

of activity with them. 

2. Jewish Theological Seminary Group: I have been meeting individually with 

the five Rabbis who will be graduating in June 1967 and will go to Latin America to 

assume positions of Rabbis and Ministers of religious education in Caracas, Rio de 

Janeiro, Cordoba, Lima and Buenos Aires. 

3. Jerusalem Office : Work is progressing as indicated in my report of March 

1967. See memorandum from Dr. Avider. A World Council on Jewish Education Bulletin 

is now in preparation. 

4. Jewish Education The World Over: We have begun a conscientious compilation 

of articles depicting the state of Jewish education the world over . It is our hope 

to complete this in a year and publish it in the most economical manner possible. 

5. Yeshivah University: We are concluding arrangements with Professor Alvin 

I . Schiff, Chairman, Graduate Division, Education Department of Yeshivah University 

to inaugurate a graduate course on Comparative International Jewish Education to 

begin in the Fall of 1967. A friend of W.C.J.E., will provide the funds for the 



- 2 -

course as well as for research papers to be prepared under our auspices. 
are 

6 Tunisia: Contacts have been established and negotiationsAin progress, at the 

behest of the _J.D.C., to send a qua! ified American Jewish educator to conduct a 

Seminar for school personnel in Tunisia in the summer of 1968. 

7. Meetings with Dr. Chanoch Rinot: I have been meeting with Dr. Rinot, erst-

while Director of the Misrad Hahinuch (Jewish Schools in Israel) on matters rela­

ting to phases of Jewish education in the United States and Israel. Same with Mr. 

Yaacov Morris of the Jewish Agency. 

8. Miscellaneous: (A) Some 5000 copies of Hebrew books published by the 

Gesher Junior Hebrew Library, Jerusalem, have been sold as a result of a letter over 

my signature on the W.C.J.E. letterhead to Jewish schools in the United States. 

(Gesher books cost 40¢ per copy when bought in quantities.) (B) At the request of 

the Jewish Agency office in Jerusalem a letter is now going out over my signature 

to obtain 500 subscribers to Beth Mikra, the Hebrew quarterly magazine for Bible 

Research. (A subscription is $5.00 per annum.) 

P.S. I made preparations to leave on May 4th for~ series of visits to observe 

schools, meet with principals, teachers, lay school boards, parents, and 

communal leaders in 13 cities of Latin America, but for various reasons the 

trip has been postponed. 



WORLD COUNCIL ON JEWISH EDUCATION 

ISRAEL OFFICE - JERUSALEM 3/15/67 

MEETING - March 15, 1967 

PRESENT - Mr. R. Amir, Dr. M. Avider, Professor A. M. Dushkin, Dr. H. Hamiel, 
I 

Mr. M. Manor and Mr. J. Rubel 

SUMMARIES AND DECISIONS 

I. Mr. Rubel reviewed briefly the preparations he has made during the last 

few weeks for the establishment of a Pedagogic Center and for the publishing of an 

information bulletin "Yediot". 

2. Office and location of Pedagoqic Center 

It was decided to authorize Mr. R. Amir to rent 2 or 3 rooms from the 

Jewish Agency, 14 Ben Yehudah Street, Jerusalem, where the office of the W.C.J.E. 

Israel Center as well as the Pedagogic Center will be located. There will also be 

a reference room, especially for teachers and educators from the Diaspora who will 

visit in Israel. The office will be furnished modestly. Mr. J. Rubel should ar­

range appropriate technical aid for his office. 

3, 11Yediot 11 

Mr. J. Rubel brought up suggestions as to the content of the 11Yediot 11
• 

After deliberations in which all present participated the following was summarized: 

a) The first issue of 11Yediot 11 will appear in the mo.nth of May or at the 

beginning of June. An effort will be made to publish the 11Yediot 11 at least 3 times 

a year. 

b) The "Yediot" should consist mainly of informative and bibliographical 

material. The informative part will consist of what is happening in World Jewish 

Edu.cation and will be based on information from the Departments of Education of the 

Jewish Agency; from the New York Center of the World Council; as well as from Jewish 

sources all over the world, etc. Special space will be set aside for the activities 

of the W.C.J.E. and Dr. A. Eisenberg will be asked to prepare material for this 

section. 



c) The bibliographical material\ W.ftLJncfude announcements of books, mono­

graphs, and articles which have appeared with a shoi-t ·des.crrption of the contents, 

• the age group for which the mater'ia'l'was meant / by .whom rt was published, price, etc. 

d) The "Yediot'' will not contaih>any-•di-dactic articles·~ 

e) The first issue of the 11Vediot 11 will contain ·an i'ecfitoria.l stating that this 

issue is experimental ·and that the ·reade-rs ·:are· ·asked to exp·ress their reactions to 

its content~ ·and for~at. 

f) The "Yediot" wi l1 be published in Hebrew arid ·wi rt' ·contain a short summary 

in English, French, Yiddish and.·· span{ shA•.·.·_ · __ , :· I:• • 

g) Tije first issu~ will be printed in t00O copies-~ 250 copi~s will be sent to 

Dr. A. Ei senberg· •for distribution in 'the u.· S., the other ·cop'ies wi 11 be sent to the 

Edu.cation Coinmitt-ees i'n various countries for dis-tribution. 

h) The Editors of the 11 Vediot" are: Mr·.- - R: · Aniir ~•-or·~ M·. Avidor, Professor A. 

M·. Dushkin, · Dr. H. : Hami~l '(in the absence of Mr. ·t1. · ManorrMr. J. Rubel will be the 

Coordinator of the Editorial Board. ii 

4. The next meeting will be held on Friday, 4th of Nisah, April 1·4, 1967, in 

, , Dr·. t-L Avidor's room at the Israel National Academy of Arts, to discuss Mr. J. 

Rube 1 's suggestions i•n re "organization of a Pedagogic ·center for the Diaspora and a 

Center for documentation of Jewish Education in the Diaspora". 

Submitted by 
Dr. Moshe Avidor 

: .~ • • • • I 

, '':, :• r + • • l •.,. 
I • 



Rabbi William ajowita 
mple Emamel 

1250 Bower Hill oad 
Pittebur h, P nna. 15243 

Dear Bill: 

December 14, 1972 

'lbanks for shad. with me JC)Ur letter of December 5th 
to Dick and Steve in regard to r ieiQ& funds for our pro• 
jectt in Israel. "'l'be Light of Liberal Judaism in Iarael '' 
bank ia a faecinatiag concept and one whlch might well 
provide a source of income for our projects. 

We have just completed a UA~ staff ••tiug ancl in the 
diacuaeion of aya and meau to raiae funcla for our Iereel 
projects this idea v•• shared with the staff. It ha• auch 
merit and tbey liked the concept. Naturally• there would 
be many detail• iaeolved in establishing sue • progra, 
i.e. the manufacture of tbe banks, educatina the c.ongrega• 
t iona of the maDMr of usa , etc. Dick will, I am sure, 
be in contact with you. 1 just wanted you to know the fact 
that there was a positive reaction from the staff to your 
concept. 

With warmest regard• from house to house, I am 

Sincerely, 

cc: llabb1 ichard Q. Jlirscb 
Rabbi Stephen Schafer 

Alexander M. Schindler 
Pree ident•Elect 



.--

RABBI WILLIAM SAJOWITZ 

TEMPLE EMANUEL 

1250 BOWER HILL ROAD 

PITTSIIURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 1 !5243 

Rabbi Richard Hirsch 
Rabbi Stephen A. Schafer 
2027 Massachusetts Ave., N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20036 

Dear Dick and Steve: 

December 5, 1972 

I have what I think may be a great idea for fund raising for the Re­
form Movement in Israel. Before next Chanukah, if we could create 
a Menorah Savings Bank that could be used for Chanukah in the follow­
ing manner, it could be a tremendous source of revenue. For example, 
the Menorah could look something like this: 

THE LIGHT OF LIBERAL JUDAISM IN ISRAEL 

The first night one dime placed in the 1st candle, the second night -
2 in the next, etc. Thus, children could learn to observe a holiday 
by doing a Mitzvah and our movement in Israel could go forward. These 
could be made of plastic, disposable and turned in at the end of Chanu­
kah. At a cost of $.40 a Menorah you would end up with $4.00. Multi-• 
ply that by thousands of homes and you can see the possibilities. 

Think of it quickly, because if you don't handle it I'll take it to 
some other organization, but I'd like to see it of benefit to our­
selves. Best personal regards. 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi William Sajowitz 

WS/el 
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take such steps as wi ll promptly restore to all Jews the prerogative to 
worship at the .'es terri Wall in accordance with their own custom without 
molestation . 

We further demand that: 
1. Progressive Rabbis in Israels are registered in the Rabbinate 

1 be allowed to marry those Jaws who eligible for marriage. 2. All persons who have bee converted to Judaism by Reform or Liberal 
rabbis throughout the world shall be recognized by the State of Israel 
as Jews and admitted to I rael as Jews and granted citizenship as Jews 
3 . The Progressive ongregations of Israel shall receive full support and 

aid from the Mini ry for Religious Affairs and the local Religious 
Councils, inf equality with Orthodox congregations. IMMIGRATION TO ISMEL I 

I 
The World union for Progressive Judaism recognizes the obligation to in-
tensify the participation of Progressive Jews in the upbuilding of Zion, 
also through their increased physical presence in the State of Israel. It maintains, however, that freadom of religion and official recognition 

of Progressive Rabbis and congregations is a matter of equity, and should 

not depend upon numbers. 
This Conference hereby authorizes the President of the World Union for 
Progressive Judaism to designate a special committee to review various 
proposals, including the possibility of establishment of a Progressive 
Jewish settlement, to recommend a program. and to assume responsibility 
for its implementation . 

- --- ·-· • . - --·- • - '· 
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F bruary 14, 1972 

Rabbi A. M. Schindler 

Rabbi . Hirsch 

Alan I lin 

Alan Iselin came up with an excellent suggestion, one which rite 
urgent exploration: I ther any way aa a move nt we can tie into 
t UJA tudy missions in Israel? Tbe UJA may not be adverse, ven 
beyond Herb Friedman'• per onal interest, in order to dePM>nstrate 
that Reform 18 not ao subjected that lt does not have life and hope. 
(At least once a mouth 1 get calls from UJA field people, asking me 
to contact a Reform Jew who refu •• to give to UJA becau1e of "dis• 
crimlnation against form"). From our point of view the ains are 
obvi011a • note the •lmming pool at Ben Sbemen and Zemer 'a encounter 
with tbe Columbus man. 

!iaybe thia tie•in could be by way of a ervice in our chapel in 
J ruealem. or plarhapa a epecf.al Reform service conducted by one of 
our men at the military cemetery to wbf.eh all of the mi11iona an 
taken. 



• ab I Alexender H. Schlndl r 

bbl Richard Hirsch 

bbl .... ,le• . Elsendrath 

January 24, 1972 

urJce, w recently returned fr Florldt, fffls that Light 
could be approached by you for th• tarae1 project. a also 
epoke to Sen v hepero, who indlcated his wllllngness to rrange 
•n eppofnt t for you once you are ready. 
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MIEM (0) ~ANID> UJM 
Date October 9 196 7 

From_R_A_B_BI_R_I_CH_A_R_D_G_._H_IR_SC_H_,_D_ir_ec_to_r _____ _ 

To Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath 

Copy for information of ____ c;;::"'-<:::;:Rab:::::=b_i_ A_l_e_x_an_d_e_r_ S_c-:::h=i::n=d=l ::e::;:,r ~ A-lb_ e_rt __ v_o_r_sp_an _______ _ 

The enclosed are letters I have sent out in connection with my trip to 
Israel . 

Tentatively, we would like to explore at least the following for next 
summer: 

l . • large delegation to World Union for Progressive Judaism 
meeting (July 3- 6? Not sure of date) 

2. Leadership study mission immediately following World Union 
meeting 

3. Study seminar at Bet Berl f or r abbis , educators , etc . 

4. Some preliminary type camp- study program for childI10n of 
above participants 

J{,J 'j'c\-4~ c;A,ct,c,.,, (,,.,,tn· 
UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800 
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Ral.>bi Melvin Zager 
Rehov Ibn Gabriol 8 
Tel Aviv 
Israel 

October 4, 1967 

Rabbi Tovia Ben-Charin 
29 Hamavdil Street 
Ramat Gan 
Israel 

Dear Mel:.Tovia, and Bob: 

RABBI RICHARD G. HIRSCH, Director 
MARVIN BRAITERMAN, Coun,e/ 

and o.,ecto, of Education and Re,ea,ch 

Rabbi Robert Samuels 
Leo Baeck School 
47 Hillel Street 
Haifa, Israel 

Shalom chevra. As you may have heard, I plan to be in Israel 
November 2-November 8. 

The UAHC is about to establish a committee on Israel, and the 
CCAR has already established a committee which will hold its 
first meeting on October 10 in Washington. 

The UAHC committee will be appointed at the Biennial and will 
convene shortly thereafter, and I have accepted the staff 
responsibility for it. 

The purpose of my trip is mostly exploratory, to see how we 
might strengthen existing programs and introduce some new and 
more intensive programming. Enclosed is a rough draft of a memo 
I prepared, which would serve as a basis for discussions and 
which indicates some of our preliminary thinking. 

When I meet with you, I not only would like to receive your 
reactions to the proeram, but to get some new ideas from you. 
Also, of course, we should have as the number one item on our 
agenda a discussion of your respective institutions and of the 
state of our liberal movement as a whole. 

Friday, November 3, will be my only day to meet with you. Let's 
meet at a place mutually agreeable to you on Friday morning at 
9:30. In the afternoon, I would like to meet with Dr. Elk. I 
assume that Haifa would be the best place for us to meet. However, 
I am completely flexible about the meeting place and ask the 
three of you to arrange for it. I am making no other arrangements 
for that day. 

Would you please communicate with each other and inform me as 

The Religious Action Center, housed In the Emily R. and Kivle Kaplan Building, is under the auspices of the Commission on Social Action 
of Reform Judaism, a joint instrumentality of the CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS and the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW 
CONGREGATIONS with its affiliates- National Federat ion of Temple Sisterhoods, National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods, National 
Federation of Temple Youth . 
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President 
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UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800 

October-.. 1967 

RABBI RICHARD G. HIRSCH, Director 
MARVIN BRAITERMAN, Coumet 

and Di, ec1or of Education and Research 

Rabbi Robert L. els 
Leo Baeck School 
-.7 Hillel Street 
Haifa. Israel 

.. ar Dob: 

All of us have been extremely concerned about the repol"t8 
that you may be leaving to return to the St te • pe 
that you haft not yet made an irre•oc:able dectai • ca 
we consider your role crucial in the de~~~~~~~~ of th 
Mnt 1n Israel and in the xpansicn 
related to Israel. 

I a anxious to 
with Dr. Elk. Per 
together on Fl'ida 
that. 

.in"J.~IIY'~~o our meeting 
to haw lunch 

Elk following 

tying closer the bonds betv• n 
and I would urge you to haw 

as to how we can establish 
on• which would USUN continuity• 

changes . 

sending love to Annette and best wishes for 

. Sincenly. 

rgh/es Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
enc. 
CCI Rabbi Maurice N. Eiaend~h,.,-­

Rabbi Alexander Scbindler v 
f'.r. Albe.rt Vorapan 

The Religious Action Center, housed in the Emily R. and Kivie Kaplan Building, is under the auspices of the Commission on Social Action 
of Reform Judaism a joint instrumentality of the CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS and the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW 
CONGREGATIONS wi°th its affiliates-National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods, National 
Federation of Temple Youth. 



OFFICERS 

Cba;rman, Board of T ru11ee1 
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Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath 
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UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800 

Dr. M. Elk 
w•dgwood A,,.n 
Haifa 13 
Israel 

Dear I>r. Elles 

October-• 1967 

RABBI RICHARD G . HIRSCH, Director 
M ARVIN B RAITERMAN, Coumel 

and Director of Education and Re,earch 

Rabbi Schindler has 
bi•• as well u hi• 

ent me a copy of your letter to 
ponae to you. 

I plan to be in Ia el from .No•-•­
and would wry ch like to et 
of Friday. lOftmber 3. I • ask 
the arrange•nta. 

I hope that our 
ment of closer t_. ... , .. ._ 
Congregation 

the past. especially the 
nner in our hOW18 during 

a a. 1 look fonrard to rewewing 
--=--.:::::-::~ually beneficial disc aion. 

lnfol'lllltion u to where I can be reached 

Best wishee to you d yours for a ab a tOYah. 

Sincerely. 

cc: 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

Rabbi Maurice N. tisendratv 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Mr. Albert Vorepan 
Rabbi Robert S ls 

The Religious Act ion Center, housed In the Emily R. and Klvi e Kaplan Build ing, is under the auspices of the Commission on Soc ia l Act ion 
of Reform Judaism, a joint instrumenta l ity of the CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS and the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW 
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UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800 

October 4, 1967 

Rabbi William Rosenthall 
World Union for Progressive Judaism 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear Bill: 

RABBI RICHARD G. HIRSCH, Director 
MARVIN BRAITERMAN, Coun1et 

and Di,ector of Education and Re1earch 

Baruch Haba. 
and that you 
for the New 

I hope your trip to Israel was a good one 
have returned refreshed and reinvigorated 

Year. 

Bella and I will be travelling to Russia for Succot and 
Simchat Torah, and afterwards will be going on to Israel, 
where we shall be visiting from November 2 to 8. During 
the course of my visit, I shall explore some of the pro­
gram ideas referred to in my memo and in the discussions 
which followed. 

As I told you following the meeting, I want to maintain 
the closest possible ties with you personally and with 
the World Union officially. The insights gained from your 
trip would be especially helpful in preparation for my trip. 
Would you, therefore, please call me immediately on your 
return to the office, so that we can set up a time to meet, 
(I will be in New York to teach my class at HUC-JIR on 
October 17} or if that is not feasible, at least we can 
talk by phone. 

Wednesday, October 18 will be my last day in the office . 
We shall be leaving on Succot, October 19. 

Best wishes to you and yours for a Shona Tovah. 

Sincerely, 

rgh/es Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

cc: Rabbi Jacob Shankman 

The Religious Action Center, housed In the Emily R. and Kivie Kaplan Building, is under the auspices of the Commission on social Action 
of Reform Judaism_, a . joint in_strumentaHty of the CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS and the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW 
CONGREGATIONS w,th its affll1ates- Nat1onal Federat ion of Temple Sisterhoods, Nat ional Federation of Temple Brotherhoods Nat' I 
Federation of Temple Youth. • ,ona 
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Rabbi Jacob Shanlcun 
Tenple Israel 
456 Webster ATaDue 
New Rochelle• New Yol"k 

Dea:r Jacob: 

RABBI RICHARD G. HIRSCH, Director 

MARVIN BRAITERMAN, Counsel 
and Di,ectof' of Education and Resea,-ch 

I just received letter fro Jay Kaufman 
be sent carbon to you. Although Bill Roaen9"•"-"""' 
seen copy of f1l'J ae110 9 it occurred to 
you have not. I u therefON aendin 
to keep you tully informed. 1be 
mly d is intended to • 
di cussion by a proposed UAHC 
is established. 

UAHC co ttee • on 
gramming 1n Israel• 

t to 1n closest colla-
for ProgressiYe Juda!•• on 

o Bill Rosenthall.. I a11 aost 
prior to f1J!J departure. 

to you and yours for a Shona Tovah. 

Sincerely. 

Rabbi Richard G. Hil'Bch 

cc: Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath 
Rabbi Willi Rosenthall 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler~ 

The Rel igious AcUon Cen_te_r, housed in the_ Emily R. and Kivie Kaplan Building, is under the ausp ices of the Commission on social Action 

of Reform Judaism_, a. JOtnt 1~strumental_1ty of the CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS and the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW 

CONGREGATIONS with its affll1ates-Nat1onal Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods National 

Federation of Temple Youth. ' 



Rabbi Al.,..der M. Sebi.lMller 

Will JOU be in touch vi h Dick u, have him . tay ner 
an adai tional y thiit u xt e T th w e - tharcaafter 

so that w can r v.tw 1e 1-rul .:03-rara vith him at 
our ra.m ff ting. 

O iously 
al o. 

C ok O'Jlh t.;, ba iad ed to thla etiq 



11/22/67 

Rabbi Smolar called: 

He has information re. I srael business which you might 
be interested in. 

Under the circumstances there is nothing he can do now but 
while he is trying to arrange for everything he did a certain 
amount of investigating, and if }tou are interested he could 
relay the information to you. 

He can be reached at home over the weekend: 

301 484-6458 (Baltimore) 
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
Patron of HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

December 6, 1967 

From: EARL MORSE, Chairman 

To: f~ j~~ 
"It is June 5th for the cause of Progressive Judaism in Israel," sc 
writes one of our Reform rabbis serving in Israel. At a time when the 
recent war has stirred in many Is r aelis a religious awakening and a 
search for the God of Israel, it is essential for our Movement to 
undertake a vital new approach to Israel. Recognizing this, the re­
cent 49th General Assembly in Montreal adopted Rabbi Eisendrath's 
recommendation for a dynamic new program in Israel, and mandated th~ 
formation of a National Committee on Israel, whose function shall be: 

"to advance, in cooperation with the World Union for Progres­
sive Judaism, the cause of Progressive Judaism in Israel, to 
support existing congregations and to create new congrega­
tions; to initiate a camp program in Israel and to encourage 
the development of adult programs, including, if feasible, 
settlements under the auspices of Progressive Judaism; to 
conduct vigorous campaigns to strengthen our relations with 
the people of Israel and to educate our members and the com­
munity at large on issues involving Israel; and to encourage 
the formation of corresponding committees in every region and 
congregation. In order to finance this work, the Committee 
is hereby authorized to solicit from the entire constituency 
of American Reform Judaism, as a voluntary offering, one dol­
lar per year per person; man, woman, and child." 

Knowing of your great interest and your considerable capabilities, I 
am most anxious for you to be a member of this committee under the 
able chairmanship of Nathaniel E. Hess. 

The matter is so urgent, I have asked Mr. Hess to hold a meeting as 
quickly as possible. He has kindly consented to do so on Tuesday, 
December 19, 1967, at the House of Living Judaism from 1:30 P.M. to 
5:00 P.M. 

I earnestly hope you will promptly tell me on the enclosed response 
card that you accept this appointment and that you can attend the 
meeting. You will be sent an agenda and background material for the 
meeting. 

ATTEND the 49th GENERAL ASSEMBLY-MONTREAL-NOVEMBER 11-16, 1967 

Encl.: Response Card UAHC • NFTS • NATA 
THEME: CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES TO AN ETERNAL PEOPLE 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE YOUTH 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 

N.\T!ON,\l, ASSOCI.\TION OF TEMPLE EDUCATORS 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF TEMPLE ADMINISTRATORS 
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Rabbi Jae.ob K. Shankman 
Temple 1.61Lael o.i New Roc.helle 
465 ~eb.oten Avenue 
New Roc.he.f.le, New Yon/ 1O801 

Ve.a.IL ]a.Ile: 

0 c.to belt 16, 19 6 9 

Alex Sc.h..i.ndlelL a.oked me .to .oend you a copy 06 the 
.tlLa.n.6 c.ll.ip:t 01Lom -the !.lon.t1teo.l Biennia.l c.onc.clLning 
.the. ltet,olut.lon on e.-6.ta.bli.ohinq .the UA/JC Commit.tee 
on I.oil.a.el. I a.in enclo-0..i.ng :th'l.o .oe.c.tion 06 .the 
tJz.a.n.6 c.11.ip.t. 16 :thetul .i.6 a.ny:th,i.119 el.6 e. 1 c.a.n do 
6on you, do not he.o.ita..te. to call. 

Kinde..6,t pe.Jt.6onal 1z.e.ga.tid.6 -

fur. 
e.nc. 

c.c: Ra.b b-l A. S c.h..i.ndle.tr. 

Coll.diall.lJ, 

TheodolLe K. ILo..i.do 
Vi1te c..to It o 6 Adm..i.n.i.6 t1La.tio n 
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Ladies and Gentlemen of the Convention, I had 

four resolutionso At this time I should like to submit the 

Resolution on the State of Israel 
I 

CHAIRMAN FANE: Ladies and Gentlemen, if you 

be in order we will finish more quickly. 

i 
wil~ 

I 

COMMITrEE CHAIRMAN COLE: This resolution is 

pursuant to Recommendations XI, XII , and XIII in The President's 

Message and we have also included Resolution XVII, a _proposed 

resolution by Temple Sinai, Washington, Doc. and a host of 
I 

others app~ying to the sub j ect mattero 

This resolution is as follows: 

RESOLUTION ON ISRAEL 

We express our r elief and thanksgiving t hat the 

State of Israel succeeded in resisting the combined efforts of 

the Arab powers to exterminate the people of Israel and the 

Jewish stateo Reaffirming our profound sense of solidarity 

with the people of Israel, we pledge our continued effort to 

assure that the gains essential to Israel's fundamental 

security may not be lost a t the diplomati c tableo We, therefore: 

1. Urge the United States to continue its 

support of a fair and lasting peace in the Middle East, urging 
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direct negotiations among the concerned parties for a permanent 

peace agreement whi ch wi ll recognize the sovereignty of the 

State of Israel and its right to life o 

2o We affirm our conviction that there can be 

no lasting peace in the ~iddle Eas t until the Arab nations 

surrender their claims of belliger ency, recognize the sover­

eignty of Israel and pledge themselves to live in peace with 

Israelo We believe that all issues of conflict between Israel 

and her neighbor~, including the question of Arab refugees , 

should be resolved in the context of a stable and just peace 

settlement in the iddle Easto Pending a permanent settlement, 

we urge the UNRWA to continue to provide for the needs of 

these hapless Arab refugees wherever they may be. 

3o Urge the United States to assist Israel 

thro~gh large-scale economic aid in the vast task of recovery 

and for the urgent tasks of reconstruction and rehabilitatione 

In this connection we a lso look with favor upon regional 

development including the possibi lities implicit in the 

Eisenhower-Strauss proposal for large scale nuclear desalinaticn 

for the Middle East r egion , bringing benefits to the Arab 

neighbors and Israe l as well. 
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4 o Urge the nations of the world to insist upon 

free passage for Israel and al l other nations through the 

Suez Canal, as well as the Gulf of Aqaba o 

5. Call upon the Soviet Union to abandon the 

ugly campaign of calumny and vilification against Israel and 

the Jewish:I=Bople and to desist from the reckless and dangerous 

rearming of states which have not foresworn belligerencyo 

60 Repeat to our brethren , the brave-h arted a 1<1 

determined people of Israel, our unswerving identification 

and fellowship in the -continuing drama of Jewish historyo 

7. Authorize the Board of Trustees of UAHC 

to create a National Committee on Israel, among whose pu r pose 

shall be: . to advance, in cooperation with the World Union for 

Progressive Judaism, the cause of Progressive Judaism in 

Israel, to support existing congregations and to create new 

congregations; t o initiate a camp program in Israel and to 

encouragee the development of adult programs , including, if 

feasible, settlements under the auspices of Progressive Judaism; 

to conduct vigorous campaigns to strengthen our relat ions with 

the people of Israel and to educate our members and the commun ty 

at large on is sues involving Israel; and to encourage the 
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formation of corresponding committees in every region and 

congregationo In order to finance this work, the Committee 

is hereby authorized to solicit from the entire consti tuency 

I of American Reform Judaism, as a voluntary offering, one dollaF 
I 

per year per person; man, woman, and child. 

80 Authorize the Board of Trustees of the UAHC 

to consult with the American Jewish Joint Distribution Commit­

tee (J.DoC o) concerning the extension of aid to religious 

and educational institutions other than and in addition to 

orthodox seminaries, schools and similar institutions now 

receiving financial aid from the J.DoC• 

9. Call upon our congregants to continue to 

express their identification and solidarity through continued 

generous support of the United Jewish Appeal, Bonds for Israel 

and other similar campaigns designed to give added financial 

strength to Israel in her hour of crisis. 

Mr. Chairman, I mo ve the adoption of this 

resolutiono 

c·~AIRMAN FANE: You have heard the resolution o 

Microphone number 5o 

i 

I'f1RS o HARVEY A (Temple Sinai, Washington,D.Co) -----
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The Committee informed you that we also submitted a resolution 

in behalf of Progressive Judaismo We returned from a trip to 

Israel and have now become xperts and can write a book. 

Before we .. went we planned our mission and to inform ourselves o 

If you were not prepared in advan ce, you would have great 

difficulty in finding those seven struggling congregations. 

The public relations, the problems that exist there with the 

Orthodox ministry of religion -- I will not go into that 

those things will be solved if we strengthen Progressive 

Judaism there . 

I am asking all of you to do a Mitzvah. The 

last paragraph of page 3, point 7, and that is that each of 

us contribute a dollar per year per person to help Progressive 

Judaism in Israel. They need funds so badly. The critical 

time is now not only for these seven congregations which are 

struggling, they have only three rabbis, they need more rabbis, 

need a youth program and publications, and since the Six Day w~r 

they are looking to us even more for an alternative to Orthodo Yo 

We could do a great deal with just one dollar from each of uso 

amendment. 

CHAIRMAN F'Al\TE: Rabbi Eisendrath for a slight 
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RABBI EISENDRATH: First of all, I want to applaud 

one of the few ladies that has spoken at this conventiono 

One of the things I really want to urge upon our body is to ! ' 

utilize more of these fine women at congregational, regional 

and national levels. That is not my amendmento 

I don't think we have always been sensitive 

enough to our Canadian constituency. I think sometimes in 

the United States we might be forg~ven. When we meet in 

Montreal, it is unforgiveableo 

To show you I knew nothing about the resolution 

to be presented - I underst nd the difficulty of the Canadian 

brethren to vote on some resolutions that are specifically 

directed to the Government of the United States. In paragraph 

(1) 11 Urge the United States" - 11 Urge the United States and 

Canada to continue their support." Canada has been a great 

tower of support. And wherever United states appears, I urge 

the inclusion of Canadao (Applause) 

CH IRMAN FANE: The Chairman of the Committee 

accepts that proposalo 

Mi crophone number one. 

DELEGATE (Paley ? ) (Northern Westchester): Spea1 in 
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as one who lived for many ye rs in Old Palestine under Tur1 i h, 

under British, and lately in the State of Israel, I want to 

make an amendment for the consideration of the R solutions 

Committee. 

In P ragraph nu ,1ber one that says 11 resisting the I 

combined efforts 11 a d her the word "aggressive efforts o 11 

The reason I am suggesting this in all the Arab speeches in th~ 

united Nations and in the press , they keep on accusing Israel 

1 of aggressiono W know that is not trueo Combined, aggressiv 

efforts. 

CHAIRMAN FANE: The Chairman accepts that. 

DELEGAT : When you say 11 the Arab powers". Ther 

are some who do not share that point of viewo I suggest the 

word "neighboring rab powers" instead of all Arab. 

CHAIRMAN FANE: Accepted. 

DELEGATE: In the paragraph - UoSo and Canada -

we know we have many other countries that have been good to us 

I leave to your good judgment to add to compliment our good 

friends of the United Nationso We have constant support fro, 

some European and African countrie(bhat deserve thanks. 

Again, I would suggest for your consideration to 
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el mi ate the word where you say "Urge the United Nations to 

continue its support 11 
- .rabs accuse us, America, Canada with 

Germ ny and Britain su plied weapons to I rael. To support 

is good enough to my way of thinAingo 

The next point I wish to make - end of paragraph 

two - here again, I don't put that as an amendment. 

Th1 CHAIRMAN F NE: Your time is upo I 'm sorry o 

are many otherso 

!icrophone eight o 

DELEGATE ALLAN LEVINE (Rochester, NoY.): I ask 

the Chair to call for an immediate vote in support o this 

resolution. 

CHAIRMAN FANE: The only way is to move the 

previous questiono 

DELEGATE LEVINE: I move the previous question. 

(Motion seconded) 

CHAIRMAN FANE: The motion to close debate has 

been made and seconded o 

Point of order - microphone 2o 

DELEGATE: I feel that a number of us were 

standing here - such a motion 

C AI J,:t ... 1 "Jf NE : A motion to close debate is not 
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debatable. You can vote it down , but you cannot debate ito 

All those in favor of closing the debate --

DELEG T : I have a point of person 1 privilege - I 
' i 

Cf. .IfuVi. N FANE: 1 icrophone 5 I for point of personaJ 

privilegeo Rabbi Shankman, Pres ident of the world Union for 

Progressive Judaism. 

RABBI SHA It is on that groun that I ask 

for this point of personal pr·vil ea To closet is ,debate at 

this point would pr vent me from asking for some clarification 

of paragraph 7 and there are some aspects of that paragrap 

which, in my opinion, concern the World Union and ought to be 

clarified right now. 

CHAI A FANE: Very well. The question before 

you is shall the debate be close o All in favor say 11 Aye 11
; 

opposed II No. 11 

The otion is lost and the Chair recognizes the 

gentleman at microphone 3 

DELEGATE MICHAEL STROM (Toronto): I would like 

to propose two amendments to the language of the Preamble -

the formulation of the problem as a struggle between Arab and 

Jew rather than between certain Middle Eastern nations, the 
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Arab formulationo Therefore, the following changes: That 

11 rab powers 11 be deleted, which I am afraid is almost a 

rationalization, and the phrase llcertain Middle Eastern nationsll 
i 

bo substituted. I 
CHAIR~ N FANE: The Chairman of the Committee I 

says he cannot accept that for the reason he feels it is out 

of contexto 

MR. STROM: lOVe as an amen t - on the ground~ 

that Israel is made up of a ixed population, delete 11 Jewish 

state 11 and leave the 11 people of Israel o 11 

CHAIRMAN F me Chairman advises he cannot 

accept that amendmento We will have to vote on thato 

First of all, we will vote on the first am ndmenb 

offered by the gentlemano Will you discuss that amendment? 

All in favor will say "Aye I1
; opposed 11 No 0

11 The 

amendment is losto 

ow we will vote on your second amendmento 

All in favor will say "Aye"; opposed "Noa" The 

amendment is losto 

Do you have any further amendments? 

RABBI JERALD BOBROW (Monroe, N.Y.): A point of 
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of general information. This original resolution was is ussed 

by the board of trustees im.~ediately concerned. There was no 

reference made to the reunification of the city of Jerusalemo 

In view of what Maurice Samuel had to tell us last night, 

in view of the deepest historic commitment and rel tionship, 

we, the Jewish people have had with the city of Jerusalem, 

Mr., Chairman, our temple felt and I would like to feel that 

this convention e unlly f -·e ls that some positive statem nt be 

included in this resolution related to the unification of tho 

city of Jerusalem and our feelings about it. I think otherwise 

it is a great omission, a great losso 

CHAIR~N FANE: You have not offered -

RABBI EISENDRAT : May I say a word on that? I 

did make reference to that in my President's Message and I 

had hoped that it would be incorporated in the proper language 

in the report of The President's essage Committeeo I don't 

recall the exact language, but may I ask the Chairman of the 

Committee to accept in spirit your recommendation. 

affirmative. 

CHAIR ' 'J' FANE: The Chairman answers in the 

RABBI BOBROW: Specifically. 
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CO~J~ITTEE CHAIRMAN COLE: It will be specifico 
I 

(Kansas City): The gentlemrr DELEGATE JACK R ---
at microphone five introduced an amendment that I would have 

introduced o Another amendment, we would suggest a change in 

the second sentence of paragraph number two so that it would I 
read: We believe that all issues of conflict between Israel, l 
her neighbors and the Palestinian Arabs should be resolved in t,c 

context of a stable and just peace settlement in the id le Easl c 

I 
CHAI vI.l\N FANE: All those inf vor of the amendme t 

will say 11 Aye 11
; opposed 11 Noo 0 The amendment is losto 

About eight or ten more speakerso Microphone 8Q 

DELEGATE KLEIN (Temple EmanuEl, Cleveland): I 

propose an amendment to paragraph 8 by striking the first line 

on page 4, the words "orthodox eeminaries, schools and similar 11 

so that it reads :.ooextension of aid to r eligious and e ucation J 

institutions other than and in addition to institut> o1s now 

receiving financial aid from the J.DoC• 

CHAI MAN FANE: You have heard the motion to 

further amendo All those in favor will please say 11 Aye 11
; 

opposed " 1o o 
II The amendment is lost o 

Let me call your attention to somethinga Under 
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the By - Laws this convention cannot operate without a quorum. 

Many of the delegates have left an many are leavingo If 
I 

you want to defeat this resolution on Israel, you will continue 

this discussion because by the time we recognize the t n 

speakers who are now at microphones, the quorum will have been 

lost and there will b no resolution on the State of Israela 

I leave that to your own soul rs to whether or not you w s 

that to happen .. 

DELEGATE: ro Chairman , I move the previous 

question. ' 

CHAIR NF NE: Is there a second? 

RABBI EISENDRAT I think the President of the 

World Union would like to be h ardo 

CHAIR IJ.AN FANE: The President of the World Union 

did ask for the right to be heard. Rabbi Shankman, I am sure 

you will be brief and then I wil l put to a vote the motion on 

the floor. 

RABBI SHANKMAN: Thank you, Mro Chairman, and 

Fellow Delegates: May I say by the way of preface that I 

heartily endorse the entire spirit of this resolution for mysel 

and certainly in the name of the World Union for Progressive 
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Judaism. Any measure which will strengthen the ties between 

us and Israel meets wit our nanimous endorsemento 

!'- ay I also wif','. t o express for the world Union 

and for myself the deep feeling, grat itude and ppreci~tion 

which I tried to vo ice yesterdsy afternoon both to the Unio 

of American ebrew Congregatio s an to President Eisendrath 

for the unrmitting and sel less sup ort of the World Union. 

Now to paragraph 7 t o which I wish to direct 

your attention, I would respectfully suggest that in line 6 

the comma which foll9ws the word 11 Israel 11 which in my opinion 

seems to limit t he work of the World Union, that that comma 

be deleted. Page 3, aragraph 7, line 6, the first words are, 

"Judaism in Israe1 11 that the comm be deleted so that there 

be explicit meaning in the clause to support existing congre­

gations and create new congregationso 

CHAIRMAN FANE: Th Ch irman of the Committee 

accepts that. 

RABBI SH N MAN: With regard to the campaign 

and one dollar per person. We in the World Union would love 

to see t he world Union receive this substantial sum of money o 

But there is a very s rious and legitimate concern on our part 
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that this may somewhat interfere with other fund raising 

activities going on now , such as the appeal to friends, the 

adoption program in the regions of the UAHC, and also the 

individual letter solicitation sent out by the rabbiso 

I would like to have , in the first place, th t 

this campaign will in no way interfere with nor diminish the 

results. 

CHAifu~A\J PANE: Rabbi Shankman, your time is upo 

I am sorryo Mro Cole would like to explaino 

COMMITTEE CHAIRM N COLE: I want to make it very 

clear nothing in this campaign will in any way interfere with 

or negate the efforts of the World Union for Progressive 

Judaismo It is the opinion of the committee that this campaigJ, 

if anything, if nothing else should help the work of the 

World Union, and as your chairman of this committee, I can 

assure you this was our thin ingg 

RABBI SHANfil\,1AN: One questiong Will this cam­

paign direct to the critical needs of the congregations and 

rabbis in Israel under the sponsorship of the World Union? 

CO >'IMITTEE CHAIRlVIAN COLE: That is part of the 

problem and -in all likelihood get priority. We would like to 

METZGER REPORTING SERVICE 
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salvage what we have and expand from thereo 

RABBr SHANKMA. Omit the words 11 in all likelihood 11 

and give us the assuranceo 

CQ \""'1IT7EE CHAIRMAN COLE: The reason I say n1n al[L 
I 

likelihood, 11 the com~n1 ttee has not been appointed yet., I would! 

I not like to tell the cow.mittee how to operate., 

RABBI EIS~NDRATH: Mro Chairman, being accustomodl 

to certain intramural ~nd int~a-organizational ooo int e 

large and heteroger.ous fami y, I can understand Rabbi Sh nkman' 

concern., I have assure him privately , I think he would 

probably like this on the public record, that when a certain 

task was assigned to the UAHC by the world Union to endeavor 

to raise one million doll rs for the rebuilding of the Leo Baec~ 

School , that was done by the Union but for the World Union 

and on behalf of the World Union and in cooperation with the 

World Union, and not a single meeting was ever held, not a 

single plan formulated or implemented without consultation 

with the leaders of the world Union. I give that same assuranc 

now as Vice Pr sident of the World Uniono (Applause) 

c: IRMAN FANE: There is now pending before us 

a motion to close the debate. All those in favor of the motion 
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will say "Aye''; oppose 11 Noo '' The debate is closedo 

We will now vote on the motiono 

DELEGATE: Point of order. We are trying to 

r each conclusions at this assembly which will affect the judgment 
I 

of the American Jewish communityo The American Jewish community 

has serious thought s and problems and concerns with efforts 

on the attidue of the Christian church, organized Christian 

church in this s1tuationo I think we would be making a grievous 

error if we omitted in this statement our deepest r gret and 

sorrow that the organized Christian church failed to act when 

the odds were against our peopleo We have no right to leave 

until this very important matter is discussed and included 

in this resolutiono 

CHAIRMAN FANE : Thank you. We will now vote on 

the resolution. The debate having been closedo 

Microphone 7o 

DELEGA~E: ~ro Cha irman, the President m~ ~ 

reference to the city of Jerusalem and unificationo We ha ve 

made no mention hereo 

CHAIR AN FANE: That matter has been raised and 

it will be incorporated, yeso 

DELEGAT~ : No where in this entire resolution 
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is there any request on our part, and I put it in the form 

of a request, as we call upon the government of the State of 
----

Israel to grant legal status to Progressive Judaism and its 

rabbiso Somewhere it should be part of ito 

CH IRMAN FANE: Rabbi , there is to be a special 

meeting of the committee Friday and that will t ken care ofo 

DELEGATE: I think we should recognize, Mr o Chair­

man, the friendly relationships and support to the State of 

Israel and somewhere, with all the amendments and changes, 

I suggest to the Chairman and the Committee that they should 

give encouragement to the peopleo We have about eighteen 

nations that constantly vote with the State of Israelo We 

need it for their own welfare and the welfare of Israelo 

CHAIRMAN FANE: Your suggestion will certainly 

be given every consider tiono 

Ladies andGentlemen, we are going to voteo I 

beg of you mt to leave as soon as the vote is takeno In the 

first place, we will not adjourn this convention without our 

thanks to God, and secondly, there are resolutions remaining, 

a number of very important ones, and a suggestion will be 

made as to how they might be handled o 
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I 
All those in favor of the resolution, will 

I 
plea s<q 

signify by saying 11 Aye 11
; opposed nNo., 11 The "Ayes" seem to 

have it .. The 11 yes 11 have it, ov rwhelmingly.. (Appl u e) 

The Chair wishes to announce that the forums 

which were scheduled for this afternoon will be postponed 

until two-thirtyo 

I 
I 

The Ch ir recognizes Rabbi Kronish, microphone 3 1 

RABBI LEON KRONISH: I am not sure under what 

point I am speaking at this moment, perhaps it is a point of 

personal or rabbinic privilegeo 

I think the convention should know two things: 

One, there is now a CC~R committee on Israel, which is happy 

about the establishment of a UAIC committee, and wants to wor 

cooperatively with that committee to advance everything you 

have approved., 

And, secondly, and most importantly, even though 

it was not important to include it as part of the body of that 

resolution, what we approved today was a voluntary effort, 

and without waiting for the decisions that will be made by 

the committee, everyone here has the right, the obligation, 

to begin to implement that voluntary effort and to implement 

METZGER REPORTING SERVICE 
STENOTYPE REPORTING 

HA DDAM. CONNECTICUT 06438 



1P <- IMIIEIMI O> IreAN[)) UM 
) 

From __ R_A_B_BI_R_I_CH_A_R_D_G_._H_IR_S_CH_,_D_ir_ec_t_or ____ _ 

• isendrath 

Subject ________________________________ _ 

/ 
s you know, our Israel Committef'> mcct.ing will be h ld on 

'•!onda.y, .·iay l 9 { im.media tely af tcr . the Board r.1eeting, 
:1rohably concl,<ling _:1?_ la ... et thar, .,.30-4:00 p.m. I wonder 
if it would l>C!~e for us to meet immediately thereafter 
to discuss a numb~r of the r,robll'.!!ms concerning the li:,:racl 
Committee, with special relation to the ~~tM%~ World Union 
for PJ.·ogressive Judaism? ·rhis may he lhe last cha.nee for 
all of us to be togl~ther prior to uy leaving, and I think 
it is essential .for us to have one meeting. 

Also, I think it im1,ortant for U:3 to cUsci.1ss the role of 
Rabbi Skirhall anJ. <let .rmine on a Lasic job uescription. 

J{,/,5,o~s ~ct,o,-., (,,-.,t,,· 
UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, O.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800 
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MIEM (0) IreAJNJD UM 
Date ___ M~ay,__l_S_,,'---1_9_6_9 ___ _ 

From ____ R_a_b_b_i_L_e_o_n_a_rd_ A_._ S_c_h_o_o_l_m_a_n _____ _ 

To 
Rabbi Maurice W. Eisendrath 

Copy for information of ________ R_a_b_b_i_S_c_h_in_d_l_e_r_,_M_r_._N_a_th_a_niel Hess, Rabbi Richard Hirsch 

Subject ___ M_E_ET_I_N_G_ON_M_O_N_DA_Y_A_F_T_ER_N_O_O_N.;...,_M_AY_l9_. _______________ _ 

Rabbi Hirsch is very eager to set up a meeting with you, Rabbi Schindler, 

Mr. Hess, and myself concerning the work of the Israel Committee,on 

Monday, May 19, after the completion of the Committee Meeting, at about 

3:30 

Will you please let me know whether this time is convenient to you? 

~lany thanks. 



ID)TIJMf 
February 17, 1969 

Rabbi William A. Rosenthall rom ________________________ _ 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Copy 
. 
in orm 0 Rabbi Jacob K. Shankman, Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

u 3ec. ____________________________________________ _ 

r 

I am back at my desk again and wish to respond t o your r e c ent memoranda. 

Thank you for your comments on the proposed program for the Amsterdam 
WUPJ Conference. Soon there will be occasion to refer to its particulars. 

Thank you . too for your expression of satisfaction with my summary of your 
report on the trip to Israel . I do not think that · it impl ies your avowal 
of Zaoui's cause. You spoke to h im at our request, and we are grateful not 
only for, your verbal account to us here, but als o for your having been so 
helpful in persuading Mr . Glass to remain in his post through the forth­
coming period of transition. 

The appointment of Andre Zaoui has now been mad e. 
tion have been officially advised. We anticip~ 
about the beginning of August, 1969. 

Thank you again for your effo 

Both he and the congrega­
his arriv 11erusalem 

\I° r/ ✓ J": V kV° ~.~~ r\(,,_ 
V wr1 

f'~ ,j' - 1\ V 
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IMilEIMI (Q) ~A IlJ)lUJIMI 
Feh . 12, 1969 

ate 

!CHARD G. HIRSCH, Director 

Rabb 
.,,,..----.. •··-··----....._, ______ 

,./ ~ 

. ~ 10 William Rosent Schindler, 

Mr . Nathnniol 

. 
Jee ERSON!EL FOR ISRAEL 

Thi ls t o nform you that Rab~i Henry Sk rball, Director of NFTY, 
has ind cated that he is plann!ng to ~ on "aliyah" to Israel and 
that he would be willing to a~sume responoib JJ.ty for the direction 
of ~11 yout procrams in Inrael, includ_ng both the proerams for 
J\morioan youth and for our indigeno s youth Movem nt . I am very 
excited about the prospects, and be :eve we should have a d:l.E!cus­
sion w th Henry confirmine the arrangements . 

Tho fact that Rabbi Skirball will be going on " aliyah" has, of 
course, rn de l3 reconsider t e adv nahility of sending I~v Kaplan . 

W ave now concluded that onlj' o e full- ti e American ls necessary 
an tat,, additional staff _is req irod the director should 

engngc Israelis . 

I r,oing over on the same basis 

t .. n:t • had intcnced to ::.end _ namely t at the budget 
wou_d cone from the Union of Ameri.cu.n I!o re Conr,regations, oven 
tho ;,:ha sign·r cant part o. his work will deal with the develop­
~nt of the indigeno s youth MO •err.ant 1 ich will be part of the 
·lor t ~ion for Progressive Juda.brn congrara.t ons . 

o ld like to sot p a meet n , with Henry for ,larch 10 1 

·meeting of t Exec ti,,~ Comm .. ttee of the WUPJ. 

o will recall that immo i te y after t e meet nr,, we have to meet 

i ... h R" _b_ E gone Lipm n, and I tenry to remain and meet 

with us after we have finished 

JZel '.5'DM5 ~c {'-"~ (e~tn· 

UNION OF AMER ICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800 
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January 17, lSoS 

Dear Member of the Governing Body: 

It is with regret that we find it necessary to postpone 
our Governing Body meeting scheduled for Monday, January 20th . 
We have rescheduled the meeting for Monday, March 10 , !SGS 
at 10:30 a.m. We will meet at 038 Fifth Avenue, and a light 
luncheon will be served. Kindly return the enclosed attend­
ance card. 

Some members of our Governing Body may not have read of the 
lamented death in London of our Honorary Life Member and 
inspiring friend, Mr. Bruno Woyda. Mr. Woyda's passing marks 
the end of a remarkably dedicated and productive life, and 
we all shall miss him and his idealistic leadership. Mrs. Woyda 
may be addressed at: 12a Telford Parade Mansions, Streatham 
Hill, London S.W. 2, England. 

I am pleased to enclose the dust-jacket of our forthcoming 
volume Prayerbook Reform in Europe by Rabbi Dr. Jalcob 
J. Petuchowski. The bookis being published in cooperation 
with the Material Claims Conference, and will be available 
within a couple of weeks. 

With the very kindest of greetings, I m 

WAR:fs 
enclosures 

• 

Executive Director 

The World Un ion For Progressi ve Judaism Ltd . has con sultative status with UNESCO, UNICEF, and th e Economic and Social Council of the United Nat ions 
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'The Litu,gr of 
European U6era( and 

RefonnJudaism 

JAl(OB J. PElUCHOWSKI 

PRAYERBOOK 
REFORM 

$10.00 

IN EUROPE 
THE LITURGY OF EUROPEAN 

LIBERAL AND REFORM JUDAISM 

by JAKOB J. PETUCHOWSKI 
with a foreword by Solomon B. Freehof 

THIS VOLUME IS THE ONLY EXTENSIVE STUDY 

of the evolution of the liberal prayerbook in 
Judaism. Dr. Petuchowski, renowned scholar 
and professor at the Hebrew Union College -
Jewish Institute of Religion in Cincinnati, has 
written the first history of the liturgical changes 
and innovations in the Reform movement in 
Europe and has thus drawn the background for 
the imposing presence of Reform worship in 
America, South Africa, Australia, and elsewhere. 
Never before have all of the developments in 
European synagogal usage been analyzed, and 
for his exhaustive study the author has used 
more than 170 prayerbooks to present the fullest 
possible picture of Reform Jewish devotions for 
the weekdays, Sabbaths and Festivals. 
Dr. Petuchowski gives a lucid exposition of the 
basic characteristics of Jewish liturgy in the 
Preface, and his easy style continues throughout 
the work. As the diverse parts of the liturgy are 
discussed systematically in more than a dozen 
chapters, the relevant Hebrew source quotations 
are reproduced in full , and the reader is thereby 
enabled to sense the shifts of mood in theology 
as well as esthetics. Above all, the dynamic qual­
ity of Judaism is to be seen in the vibrant growth 
of the last century and a half. 
In the rich store of topics detailed in the book -
some of them still controversial and all of them 
timely - are the questions of order and decorum 
during prayer, the confrontation over Zion and 
Jerusalem, the practice of adding new liturgical 
creations to the siddur, and the problem of short­
ening the hours of public worship. 
Rabbi Dr. Solomon B. Freehof of Pittsburgh, 
Honorary Life President of the World Union 
for Progressive Judaism, has supplied a brief and 
penetrating foreword, and a thoughtful apprecia­
tion has been written by the President of the 
WUPJ, Rabbi Dr. Jacob K. Shankman of New 
Rochelle. 



JAKOB J. PETUCHOWSKI 

DR. JAKOB J. PETUCHOWSKI is Professor of Rab­
binics and Jewish Theology at the Hebrew 
Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion 
in Cincinnati, Ohio. Born in 1925 in Berlin, he 
was educated in his native city and in Scotland, 
England, and the United States. He holds the 
B.A. Honours degree in Psychology from the 
University of London, Rabbinic Ordination, the 
Master's and Ph.D. degrees from the Hebrew 
Union College, and an honorary degree from 
Maimonides College of Winnipeg, Canada. 

• 
Dr. Petuchowski has been a rabbi in West Vir-
ginia and Pennsylvania, a member of the Visiting 
Faculty in Philosophy and Religion at Antioch 
College in Ohio, and the first rabbi and director 
of Jewish Studies at the Hebrew Union College 
Biblical and Archaeological School in Jerusalem. 

He has written several books, including The 
Theology of Haham David Nieto ( New York, 
1954), and Ever Since Sinai ( New York, 1961; 
2nd edition, 1968), and he has edited the liturgy 
of the Hebrew U nion College Synagogue in 
Jerusalem. His contributions have appeared. in 
the Encyclopaedia Britannica, the Encyclopedia 
International, the Hebrew Union College An­
nual, Commentary, Judaism, Journal of Biblical 
Literature, Journal of Religion, Prozdor, Luth­
eran World, Hibbert Journal, and in numerous 
other publications both in the U nited States 
and abroad. More than 250 articles by the rabbi 
in the fields of Rabbinics and Theology have 
appeared to da te. 

Dr. Petuchowski is currently serving on the 
Editorial Boards of the Hebrew Union College 
Annual, Judaism, and the C.C.A.R. Journal . 

JACKET BY !SMAR DAVID 

Also Published by the WUPJ 

The two indispensable and widely acclaimed sourcebooks 
on the history of the Reform movement -

W. Gunther Plaut's 

THE RISE OF REFORM JUDAISM 
European Origins until 1871 
320 pages • second printing 

and 

THE GROWTH OF REFORM JUDAISM 
American & European Sources until 1948 

415 pages 

The volumes may be ordered separately at $7.50 or together, boxed, 
at $15. Distribution is through the Union of American Hebrew Con­
gregations, 838 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10021. 

THE W ORLD UNIO FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM, wi th head­
quarters in New York, is the interna tional organization of the Reform and 
Liberal Jewish movements. It was founded in 1926 in London by communal 
leaders from six countries who declared that it is the duty of each generation 
of Jews to bring the religious teachings and practices of their fathers into 
harmony with developments in thought, knowledge and the circumstances 
of life . 

T ODAY the W UPJ counts affi liations in two dozen lands. It employs rabbis 
around the world; ·helps organize new congrega tions and aids established 
synagogues overseas; convenes global conferences on con temporary Jewish 
questions; is the patron of rabbinical and teachers' seminaries in England and 
France and a secondary school in Israel; publishes prayerbooks and religious 
litera ture; sponsors a youth movement in Western Europe; and enjoys con­
sultative status in the United Nations. 

The World Union For Progressive Judaism 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10021 
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February 11 9 1969 
Date ____________ _ 

From __ R_A_BB_I_R_IC_H_A_RD_G_. _Hl--:-:R=-SC=H=,"""D""'ir,...ec=to=-r _____ _ 

~;,;~~de;:-;::indl~0 
To ·--.. -.___ ... _ .. ,,_ .. ~ .. .,,..,_.,,,-,..;;; ,; 

Judge Emil N. Baar. Rabbis Jacob Shankman and William Rosenthall, 
Copy for information of Mr. Nathaniel E. Hess ________________ _ 

Su ject ______________________________________ _ 

I am anxious to hear from you concerning your conversations with Judge Baar 
on the two matters on your agenda: (1) the matter of Mel Zager's housing 
loan, and (2) the writing of a contract between the Leo Baeck School and 
the World Union for Progressive Judaism. using our meeting of June 30 9 1968 
as the guideline. 

I would like to have the Leo Baeck School contract prepared by the time 
of the next meeting of the World Union Executive Committee which will be 
held on March lOo 

It would be my recommendation that we finalize the legal contract prior to 
my l eaving for Israel this summer in the hopes that we might appoint the 
World Union representatives and c nvene a meeting either in the summer or 
i n the fall at the time of the dedication of the Leo Baeck School. 

·J{.e / 'j'"~s t.fict-,o~ Le~tn· 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800 
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15-TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE 
WORLD UNION [FOR ·PR~GRESSIVE JUDAISM .pB•rr_p• 11 

f:. ./ 

'J ill 15- il n1 D'Jl1Jil il1 1 1Jlil 
n Dlj)n D nlli11 'J 1 0'Jllli1 lll1Nil 

I nbbi Richard G • . Hirao h 
lfabbi William Rosenthall.., 
:Rabbi Jacob Shar..knwn, 

. ,Rabbi 1•iaurlce N. r;l sendruth : 
. :c .c .A .R . Conference 
Statler Hilton Hotel 
Boston., Mass . 
U . S . A. I 

:/ 

E X P R :I:: S S 

Subj cct : Final Prop; r §lm of t ho 1,,Jorld Union Confor·cnc • 

. ln the wake of the ir>...rrume r ~lblc c ables ond ovornc o.o t .. Jc~ho 
calls/I it app ears to be enscntic.l to put into writ i-:-1 • t'. o 

. , points of agreement ond di f f erences ar o·oinion on t l, ?:) .... Of ,:n 
_between the World Union 2x.ocut ive Committ00 and tho l:... r cl 
.?onf erence Organizine Co~uni tt e. 

Our Committee has had several r1Getings this week i n H: ifu, 
Tel Aviv and Jer•uDo.lcrn us wcl us telephone confor crc.:.(:::; 

, concerning the progra111 . It is the collcc,\iive f e cl i ; o f' 
. : bur Committee, -which has b een e:xp anded to include r-. 1·0:::en­

tati ves o f the na.mst Gan Corgl."'egation a.nd Ro.bbl Sanu 1.s ., r·, at 
the suggest ion 2nd advice of our Israel moveme nt c m ,,r_,r-n.ir, 

• the program have bocn to a great o.xt.cnt ignored . 1.fr i~ vo 
ponsultod ·1:-:ith experts in Govornmont' and Public Jl .ffc..;.1•::. nr; 
'Well os those who ore w 11 o:;rncriericcd with intcrnntlon" l 
conferences in Isrnol.. He believe that our procrn."Tl trnf ,c, • 
tions aro e~1sontio.l in tom D of realit y of I s ra.e J nr~ lYlb J. c 
opinion here. Ho underst and that this war~ thc'.l 1110 in ··•c u, 01 
for tronsforri:r:g the Conference to J e rusalem as r; t o·', ,(1 i n 
u. . H. C~ Public Helot ons Cornrnunique: 

n Jerusalem was chosen as the site of tho b i onnia l ,::or.var .. 
tion in order to c r-mhusizc .the 'solidarity of the ·.rrn-.r 1 .th 
the young, strugcling Progressive mov ement in thl· J ci,, i : 
Sto.te . " 

Therefore, I would lik3 to discusn with you tho poilit;J cf b3 
various sue;gesti. ons whic h. "C;O h rwo made, which ho..vo ~ it er ,cen 

d own er n ot yet npproved. 

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE-TEL-AVIV, ISRAEL, P. o. B. 16196 ., .n ,'JN7W' ,:1':JN ' 'J n ,nll 7 /!D il il1lllil 
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NFERENCE OF THE . 
GRESSIVE JUDAISM. 
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Wean~sdai .. July 3, 1968 

2 

WJWn non ··-·1 1liJJlli1 O''JWI I' 

3-6 JULY 1968 JhUSALE M 

l. Tho ouestion of tho presence of tho :-1:ayor of J ··:w~~ll ,, 
at the Official O )Oning Session or at tho official i~x- JP· on 
of the Municipality in tho Israel I•iuseuri1" Pa- . Kolle=: he. 
indicated to us -'Ghat ho be willing to appear pcrao ~l~-Y 
either at the rec0ption of tho municipality or ut -, L of ­
ficial opening session of tl:e Con:fc::i.--once ,. If h0 o: p ... a .. c 
a't one than he would end orµ of hie vice-mayors t G "'.;ho 
other. It is the stro11~ fcoling of our Co:nmi ttco J J ~·n ti .t 
l\,lr . Kollek' s presemcG at the opening session io 11-i. 1 r.:or1 
important in term of tho ir.'.lp:'cssion on tho Israel:~ n.i,)V 
than his prese ce at the Jerucalcm Munipality rcce ~-L··, .. • 

··2 . Our Committee conside:."'slit very important tl a/.; i1.:•( ~... s on 
Gluack introd cc the Prime 1!in.istcr on Ucdnocdo.y n.:.t.; r~. t 
is our opinion that thEl int. eduction shouJ.d tnko ti\ 1 1·or· 
of reading the doc oritl cit tion. This would bo • v .,..:.·.r 1 _ ie 
introduction and would r • Gmphasize to the Israeli 1 ,:i,'·;llc he 
fact that the l'rimo Illinistor received the Honorury • 01-;:- , 

:from HUC- JIR . We do not unde stand the concern qi til0 - cu­
tive Committee that no speaker from America ohould <_11,• ... c- • 
more than once at tho Confo::::-cnce . Thia very brief :· .. tro<1· c­
tion could hardly be considered a. spoach and corta~ i1 - " <., .ld 
bo important ro the Isr, -~li public . 

Thu:red ay, Jul;y 4 -2.l_9f;~ 

3 . Tho S;y_nn)osj_ur.fl.. It is our f eolin~ that ·"he syn ')r;j_1.1L1 

"Libe~al alternatives to Orthodoxy' , or"7/tk1
eligious c i "'.r,j_::; :·. 

Israel/ is very importar.1.t to gi-v'o a general backgr ind f o 
the deliverations of tho Conference ., Tho idea or :i" .:rh.cL ,. 
this u symposium to a dialof.i--ue between Aharon for,ec nr.c 
Prof , Spioehandler, of thirty minute 0, is u.nnccopt 1_1. t ri 

the latter as ·well as to our Commi ttco. As I hcd i 1,, i ca·· 
in our telephone discuso:.ons~ ru'l excellent al tcr1.1ai..'.vc t o 
Prof . Rottenstre • c 1, one of the outstanding educct( rri j_s : 1.'l 
the :form of .Mr . Aryeh Simon, Director of the Ben--f'', -ncn 
Youth Village . Simon is also well known in Is;rael -', one 
of the high r~ing officers of the W- • of Indopow •:!1c:o l' ,1 
of the Sinai Campaign, and as a participant i.. the .VJ4U/i, 
Rhodes Armistice Delogation.. He is also ver-;1 clo t'., to c. r 
Movement i n ideaology and ·n practice . 

l,. 1\t<, 16 efZt -f_ t{L C'>., f.1,,1,.itic tf1.,"" • /3 

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE-T-EL-AVIV, ISRAEL, P. 0 . B. 16196 ., .n ,')M7W' ,J'Jl( ' ')n .nJl7MC il il 1lllil 
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3 

\:e can certalnly no-'- hs.ve c.. gs,od symposium if i te ::.;,·1. -;cact 
together with th~ reports o:r:i ~rcgrcssiv~ . lld8..iom i n .. 3r'.lc . 
Our Israeli tsoara. f'ocls t ha·c :i. t was a. • 1.s,:;o.ko to ca ,. ')~- J .coc 
two programs together. Unless we ar\l going to hav e th<; r . .,ht 
kind of symposium it would be better to eliminate i . al to-

, gother wl ich would be an unf ortu.natG move. 

< We arc still convinced t hc1.t i-t -would be bct -tcr to l • .:v· :J t l: 
nymposium on Thurodc,y morning and tho r0ports on J:11){',T E' .'.J ' 1e 
J dais in Israel on Tht";X3day afternoon. 

4 . We certainly ~<?cepJii tho / idea that Rabbi. isond::•,.1·~,}~. '. a _· .... -
port on the Corru:li-c"tce on H.if htn chould be given a :- J•,c :...a.1

• 

session and we ar still COlflVincod that the be0t t :, .) :Zo: 
this will be· Saturday night / (soe suggested program .) 0l0w ; .. 

s. I 
Our Israel l'iovemcnt is most disturbed by the fact that t: 1 

,· have not approved having a brief introduction to Dr . Eib 
./ drath ' s reports by a reproso:n.tative of our movement 1;flw , .ll 

.; give the Israel backtp."'ound ,on the struggle for ri ,:.,. _t s. 1'l 
?felt that this should be done by the Israeli Chainn n of lis 
.[ session, who would also introd.uco Dr. Eisendrath. '·l--1,_·:·_.i 
, a.hsolutol.y ess Jnt:tol ~or the Inraol publi0 eo t.haj;_,·&:L :.11 
not tsct th<.➔ :i,lTll?,_lZ,.~soion. t hat thcr_G is an t \'lliJ}.1Dt f r_.::__1 P. ~ l:§_­

, ~--,. .iQ._i.mport a. poli ticnl :.;1olutton to our probl0mo. 

We must emphasize -that our Israel Progroosivc JV(ove.1r)n·~ 
initiated and requostcd the -orld Union's attempt t o he_ us 
in our struggle f'or rie.hto, ( as wao the case at t }~,3 l ~J6 ( 
London Conference)~ We feel that it would be unwi.00 to opa­
rate our brier disc:t•iption of the Israel problem f rom t 1 
proposed solution of the World Union Committee on rir~ht ~ 
Therefore, our 1'-lovooent insists on a brief intro u ction y 
an Israeli to Dr . Eiscndrath is report . 

6 . Frid Y., July 5th 0 1.968 . 
We would st:;rongl.y rcccomend that the R. S . G .. B. re po;.•t or.. 1. . 

Progressive Jewish Settlement near Jcrusal0m o r i ven J ) ­
minence at the Fri ay morning~~ ~;i..r11il:~a1:1y.=0e. ;tel" const: en-t' s 
reports . 

QRGA'NIZING COMMITTEE-TEL-AVIV, ISRAEL, P. o. 8, idt96 ., .n ,'JN7W' ,J'J N''Jn ,nJJ7 NCi1 i11llli1 
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The major problem and topic of disc~soion is 1~li.:, .h., 
you aro l intoreeting in Cc.1.:)turir..g tl1e j_magino.tio:n. ,)f t he 
Israeli public th this s ... ou.ld be given promincn ... ~ .t 
Friday o.ornin<:> :prelinin.:1ry c0ssion. Wo aloo sug: .:[.. t t l 
this matter be put o:..-i the a,3enda. of the Govornint: .Co -:- r d 
meetins I on Wednesday, 1.fuly 3rd. il□ you c.nall cu , • h ~:.a . >u 
rocoive t;b.o copy of our proposed resolution. ~1, i d :i 
this project, has t w full backing of tho Ioroel .)/·o0r 
fovement . 

Friday evenine; -- Onen; Shnbbat. • 
I 

7 . Our movement feels that th0 best placo for P-1: • :f . Gl1 
... ddr0ss would be o.:t the ·~r~· do.y di.nncr - Once Sk:-.bl,D:, t · 
tho place of tho banquet a d wo feel that Dr . Glt1 ,c; ic' o 
address would bo in tho sp • ri t of the Sha.bbat mo:i:' : ·tln:n 
Abramov's politica and le -al anaiisiG on the q •c t~on 
rightsl We would liko to ropeo.t our sugecstion t . ,r,.JG th . 
topic of Dr. Gluocki s addrkss bo 1'i/,xchoolo5y, reli ··:l.01 • 
tradi tion!1 rather thun on the topic of('Israel an .. th-s 
Diaspo:ra;1 sin.ca t his subject should hs.vo been com"•lotol;., 
exhausted in the Thur~day night sess1on9 • 

Saturday nirr,ht,. .Ju1:y 6 2 968 

' J 

,ck ' s 
:i.nc 

We are c onvinced ~tha1 the best program for spcakcrz ~t he 
closing session would bo &G follows: 
A 20 minute brief analysis of the problems of ou:. 1oY m r .t 
in term~ of rigr~t by on Israel Rabbi . 

I 

2 ) A 20 ininutc logal analysis of the pro·bloms by i1 . Kv i i a.mov . 

3) The 45- minute address by Rebbi Eisondrath . 

We are c onvinced ... hat this woul.d. be the bent pose:: 1)lt::: t:· ~ 
f or the r eport on the committee of rights and i·t 1., 1Huc1

• l 
best to have Abramov a.1d Eisendrath together. AZ I ,: o't 
to you Abramov would not be available 0 11 Thursday :1,,cnur. 
of the Liberal Party Convention • 

. If you insist on b.2vir1g Dr. Glueck give hie ada.rc ;---i on. 
Saturday night then we would neverthelese conoidc:: :i. t c-· 
senti a.l t hat Mr . Abramov' s logal analysis be give 1 th ::.t r J.mo 

./5 
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evening so tha:t it could 'be presented ·to the Israel , pub 
which would not bo tho caso at th Oneg Shaobat . 

a. b'inally, we would conzidor it important for tl .... :.c df J 
of our moircment to ho.vc n m20tine with some o t½.o Jl t t· 
ing poli t1cal and cducrttiorm.l lo.n.tlors who o.ro cone c \ ,; 
tho 17olieiouo cri~:;io ir... I "'rael cmd :z, • ou.r ot ... ~ur·r~:J ::c:i: 
rip; ts . It io ov..1'"' ::ru.:,~{~')Lstio that this mootinG ti .. p l E 
on Sunday night 9 July' th, in Jerusalem. 

, Once again, we must stro:n&ly urge you that the r:w._,c,: cr:i. ~­
, ion for program iscuscion1 b..J c.t which ou.l rnak ·ell .1 l t 

possible coni'ere cc in tho view of the JH~oplo o I: , 01 . 

Kindly cable yo·iXr response Jo all above points io. , ~,1 i t.to y .. 

.1 

.......___ 
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE-TEL-AVIV, ISRAEL, P. o. B. 16196 ., .n .'JNlW' ,J'JN · ':,n ,n]JlNOil i1 111li1 -
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April 3, 1968 

Dear Colleagues: 

Since the UAHC Biennial, a number of questions have arisen 
concerning the respective roles of the UAHC Committee on Israel 
and the World Union for Progressive Judaism. I hope that this 
letter answers some of them. 

The ultimate objectives of both groups in Israel are in full 
harmony and it should be clear that we regard our.selves as full 
partners in the enterprise, working together for the attainment 
of an enlarged Progressive Jewish movement in Israel. In this 
partnership the ~pirit of mutual candor and trust as well as of 
confidence and hope exists. This is the mood in which we are 
cooperating. In fact, I am pleased to announce that Rabbi 
Richard G. Hirsch · (whose visit to and report on Israel triggered 
the concern at the Biennial) has accepted the chairmanship of 
the World Union Israel Committee. His competence and dedication 
uniquely fit him for this work. 

The World Union's program is worldwide. It supports congregations 
and maintains rabbis everywhere. For this program, the World 
Union must continue to make ·its separate appeal for help. 

The Dollar-Per-Person Campaign and the UAHC Committee are intended 
to assist the World Union's efforts in Israel and to expand and 
develop the UAHC's special program there. 

It is clearly understood and agreed that the Dollar-Per-Person 
Campaign is not intended to support that part of the World Union 
program which is outside of Israel, nor that part which is already 
in Israel. (The World Union presently grants stipends to 7 
congregations in Israel and has had as many as 5 rabbis in Israel 
on its payroll at one time.) For this work, it is imperative that 
any support hitherto given to the World Union not be curtailed. 
Contributions from Friends, constituents, Congregations, Rabbis' 
letters of appeal, grants, Sisterhoods, Religious Schools, the 

The World Union For Progressive Judaism Ltd. has consultative status with UNESCO, UNICEF, and the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations 
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Regional Adoption Programs, and Keren Ami religious school funds for 
the Leo Baeck School must in no way be diminished. 

The Dollar-Per-Person Campaign must also be successful: There are parts 
of its dramatic program which fall specifically within the purview of 
the UAHC. The World Union is also a partner in the Dollar-Per-Person 
Campaign and it is in on the ground floor. For it is understood and 
agreed that there are new opportunities and both existing and growing 
needs which cannot be met with the present limited funds of the World 
Union. These relate to salary adjustments, congregational subventions, 
implementation of efforts to win religious rights for our rabbis, develop­
ment of new congregations, engaging additional rabbis and other vital 
needs. There is complete and unanimous agreement between the World Union 
and the UAHC Israel Committee on the priority of these needs as the first 
claim upon the Dollar-Per-Person Campaign receipts. 

As the programs develop, and hopefully as the dollars flow in, the World 
Union and the UAHC will review the needs, assess the support and allocate 
the funds in an agreeable and amicable manner. There is no fixed formula 
of financial division at the present time but we shall work together in 
closest harmony and cooperation to divide the money fairly. 

We are partners in the development of Progressive Judaism in Israel. To 
those who have responded, we· renew our expression of gratitude, and to 
those who have not yet responded, we express our earnest plea that they 
share enthusiastically and generously in the common undertaking. 

Sincerely, 

~~::--
President 
World Union for Progressive 

Judaism 

cc: Presidents of Congregations, Boards of WUPJ and UAHC, 
NATA, NATE 
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MIEM (Q) ~ANlD)lUJM 
Date September 9, 1968 

From ____ R_a_b_b_i_W_i_1_1_i_a_m_R_o_s_e_n_t_h_a_1_1 ______ _ 

To Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Subject _________________________________ _ 

In response to your inquiry of September 5th on the 
Shazar reception tape, I want to assure you we are no 
less desirous of having a copy not only of Dr. Shankman's 
remarks but also the discourse of President Shazar. 

I have been awaiting the arrival of the official transcript 
which was promised on July 4th, .but have also written to -the 
Director of the BetNl.si to remind him of our unflagg.1.\ng 
interest. 



abbi Jacob K. Shankman 
Temple Israel of New Rochelle 
456 Webster Avenue 
New Rochelle, New York 10801 

Dear Jake, 

September 5, 1968 

Thank you for your nice note, as well as for the copy of your letter 
to Nathaniel Zimskind. You are absolutely right in your surmise 
that the problem appears to be "something more than just writing 
poetry." The matter would be even more understandable had we 
rejected all his poems, but we found five of them, wanted to print 
them, but he said "all or nothing at all. It is rank censorship!tt 
and since then -- nearly a year has elapsed since the rejection 
-- he has been bombarding the world with letters calling this in 
one of his missives an "international incident." 

Nu1 And what am I supposed to do? But this should be the worst 
of our problems! 

If I had received the tapes of Shazar's response I would have sent 
the to you at once. Alas, the tape recorder did not fulfill his 
promise. 

I will make inquiry to see if we can obtain it. 

With warm good wishes, I am 

Cordially, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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' Ra/Jiu /<.kol,. K. SltanlunQ,H, 

September 3, 1968 

To: Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Dear Alex : 

The enclosed copy of my note to Zimskind is self­
explanatory. I presume that he included me in 
his list of correspondents because of my position 
in the World Union and not because I have anything 
to do with Dimensions. But I do feel sorry for 
the young man for there appears to me to be more of 
a problem than just writing poetry. 

May I take advantage of this moment in writing to 
you to remind you of your gracious promise to send 
me a tape of my remarks at Shazar ' s reception. I 
shall be grateful for them. 

With kindest regards and best wishes for the New 
Year, 

JKS : R 
enc. 

Ever yours, 



.. 

Septeaber 3. 1968 

Rabbi la.thaniel Zimskind 
Te1'}:!l• Israel 
111 last Fayette Street 
Un\ontown, Pa. 15401 

De~r Colleague t 

It \la$ very kind 
itqs of corre•pon 
D111enaions. 

As you may be 
Di•enslons 
abi,ding 1 
•oveaen · , 
your p 
I ~nde 
Ale:s S 
it a po 

JIS:rf 

d •• tl)e copies of the :various 
you~el1' ·and 1;he editors of 

no official connection with 
n anyone else ~as, except for the 

the ength and extension of~our 
la ry sorry th•-t you have h•d 

having had siailar experiences myself 
I hope that 1 shall 'be seeing 

e in the near future and 1 shall aalce 
about the aatter. 

the lew Tear, l ·am 

Sincerely yours; 

Rabbi Jacob X. Shankman 
President 
World Union for Progressive Judaism 

• 

I 

I 



Date __ ~_•_brual'Y ___ 2_3_, _1_1_11 __ _ 

From RABBI RICHARD G. HIRSCH, Director 

Rabbi Maurice • • EiMndNth 
To 

, Mr. Albert Vorapan 
• Copy for information of ______ -::Jl"'"o::::::;,~-'t----·-------11----------

• • t£L ID ~ ~ ~ ~CJL 

Thia 1• to ooDf 11'11 that I 111 ,-ld11gfilR"'iWw YOl'k on Tueeday, 
Mutch S to ... t with you o di lllllllltlllll111'• propoeal tbat 
I-·- th• cbairllllnabip oft f the v.u.P.J. 
I haft diacuaaed the -tter vi uked hill to be 
with u. By the -- of tbia --..~~!'!11~1111. rand Al Vor.epan, 
I a uking thea to join u u well. 

Appended beNto la an outline of eaae of the Mttera which ahould be 
di■cnaaaed, not necesarily at our preliailllll'Y IINtlng but on the 
geDel'al agenda, I haft fcnwalatecl thia - li■t ■o that all .of you can 
gift ■OM thought to the deaiaion■ which will h ... to be••~ 

I W\llle that the ... ting with Rabbi■ Sbaa1c 
fl'OII 11130 through lunch. 

and Roaenthall will be 

I indicated to llat that he and I WN to receiYe ia•itationa to attend 
the EucutiYe loud ... ting of th• w.u.P.J. 11owe,,er, u of thia writing, 
we haft not beard fNII Rabbi■ ShankMD orRoNnthall • 

• 

J{,l,51014s c;4ct{o.-, (,.-,t,~ 
UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

2027 MASSACHUSffiS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800 



-UIT4tffE MUM 

1) laJAtl.-hip .. ,__ VAIIC 1 .... 1 Cclai~ _. W.U.P •'• 

I) Delineating functions of tWIC ad w.u.,.J. laN•l Collldtt ... 

I) AdldniatNtloa of lsr•l hogNII 

.. , SolioitetiOD., ,... 

•• $1 c.a,.ip 
b. VoP1d Union Capaign 
e. Aftption Proa~• 
<I. Capital f'\lnda 

S) £atuliabM:nt of ._,.t ad Pi-1-itl•• &. Iffael. 

• ) Rabbinlc P••oanel Plan 

7) Additional RabbJ• and <!enJlN&&tlona 

•> Syu ... C•nttiN b Tu nl• ad •lMWh•N 

I) CooNlinatc,a, in l•r.•1 

10) Leo laeok School 

•• Legal a.utionaldpa 
h. F1aucial Oblip.t1,cm 

11) Joumal. 

11) Joint letter fl'Otl w.u.P.J. and UAiiC to .ul. ooepeaat.ielllll 

11) Weld Un10D Con.f•renoe S.n leruaal.ea 

11) Trlp of lGH 

• 



MIEM (()) JRAN[)) UM 
January 29 9 

From___!RA~B~-B~l~R~IC~H:.:AR.:.:D~G::.·...:..:H=IR=-SC=H:!.., -=-D~irec::...::.t..:...:.o_r ------,-

Rabbi Maurice N. Ei■endrath 

To • ~~ riexan;r Schindl~ 
' . Mr. Hatiantel He••• Mr. Albert Vorapan 

Copy for informati_ • on of_=---=---;-----:-------::-:--:---~--=:-:-::-=--~-::--:---=-:-----:--:­Confuaion as to your position at CCAR E,cacutiw Committee meetini 
Subject _________________ _... ___________ _ 

The enclosed letter from l<ronish Nflecta the poaitim that bu now beco• fairly widespread., I wu not at the CCAR Exacutiw Committ••• but I do re•llb•r your stating rather vehem ntly at the meting in your suite following • the BieMial 9 in the presence of Rabbis Shankman, 1<ahn, Rosenthall, and Reper, that you did not say that the funds would go to th• World Union for Progressive Judaism. 

Sidney Regner now clainm that the minutes of the CCAR Exacutive Cowmittee meeting specifically state in your words that the funds raised will go to World Union for Progressive Judaism. 

As you can see from Kronish's _ letter, he shares your recollection of the ., ~ ••ting, and not theirs. Howewr, this is a matter which should be straighte--.di., out. Bob Kahn told Nat Hess that his congregation would not giw anything ' • until this confusion is clarified, and a nwnber of others are using this u a pretext not to raiae funds. 

• 

J{el '-''o"• c.A,,t,o.-, (e.-,te_. 
. UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTOf( o;c. 20036. TR. (COOE 202) 387-2800 
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II a. bli,I l .,, tt.••>•• K rf(,••I la 
4144· Chase Avenue • Miami Beach, _ Florid 33140 • 53 7231 

Rabbi Richard Hirsch 
U.A.H.C, R ligi u ctl C nter 
2027 Mas chu etta Avenue.N.W. 
Washington D.C. 20036 

Der Dick: 

Tevet 24, 5728 
January 25, 1968 

N t Hess spoke to me today on the phone, He sked me about 
Baumgard. I told him that Baumgard h d decided a long tie 
ago with his congregational board to send in $2.00 for every 
family--or about $1700.00. When I phoned Baumgard just 

fi ut h y had actually 1, I l arn d ha 
hal W rld Uno ad oh ha wae ra 

uppo ly y ur C o I ta 

It seems to me t:hat they have got to get this "confusion" 
out of the way as soon as possible. When I spoke to Regner 
about two weeks ago,( I was in New York when Levi Eshkol was 
there) I gathered that Sidney Regner and Levi Olan contend 
that the c.c.A.R. Executive Committee never went on record 
supporting the U.A.H.C. Connnittee on Israel--but they are 
indorsing the World Union for Progr ssive Judaism. Their 
Executive C ittee ( as you yr call) t b fore th Bi nal. 
I was not th r for the entire Ex cutive C itt e 

a only to iv my r pr Iara l·- I ha 
impr a ion a r Maur c iaen ra b apo th 
Co itte . 

I understand that Maurice Eisendrath is supposed to meet with 
Jake Shankman and get this straightened out.~u? 

Sincere! • 

~ 
on l Dir 
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January 29 1 1968 

Rabbi Albert A. Gordon 
M1dwe t Council, UAHC 
Box 2128 u.s. Station 
Sioux City, low 

Dear Al: 

I was glad to see your• of January 18 1 
t • con gations int e Midwe t Co ell. 

fo 

RABBI RICHARD G. HIRSCH, Director 
MARVIN BRAITERMAN, Coumel 

and Di,rector of Education and Re1earch 

glad you have a t the letter, ge rally --tU: ... 

to be ineffecti••• I am wandering if 
through a personal cant~ ai 
If not, would you pl aae do so i-~~• 

Incidentally• our 
y f da vbataoe 

• 
t 
b 
V 

"fl.l!f'lfllt,Ttot recei 'Nd 
1n your re ion. 

regional ch ~ 
uld you ple se 
er d who will 

th congre aticma 

will a tOW1tically be mad a member 
Isr 1 Collliittee, then xt • ting of vhich 

la et dne day, March 27. He will al o be extended an 
1-n-.ltatlon top rticlpate in the World Union Conference and 
the study aJ.aslan of the Israel Comtlttee in Jenaaale at 
the beglnnln of July. 

Please let• hear from ou aoo. \larMst re ards from ho e 
to bouae. 

S1ncer,aly1 

Rabbi .Richard G. Hirsch 

c:c1 Rabbi Ul'1ce lf. Eiaendrath 
• tbaniel £. a ,,,---

Rabbi Alexander Schindler V 

The Religious Action Center, housed in the Emily R. and Kivie Kaplan Building, is under the auspices of the Commission on Social Action 
of Reform Judaism, a joint instrumentality of the CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS and the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW 
CONGREGATIONS with Its affiliates-National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods, National 
Federation of Temple Youth. 
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January 29, 1968 

RABBI RICHARD G. HIRSCH, Director ... _, 

Rabbi Robert Frazin 

Mr, • . N~thaniel 
• Rabbi Erwin Her'Th1M1--------------

, I OR,}\t~ -COMMITTCC 
., 

We have still 'not received from you the name of the regional 
chd:rmcy1 of your Israel Committee, and except for this very fine 
response f .rom Kronish and the initial response from Baumgart,, .we 
hav~ not had any response whatsoever from south Florida. 

I 

I urn that you · followin through on 11 your conp;reg tiona. 
Would you pl " l t me h ve pro~re ·r por on th ul tp "date, 
'1.nd, l~o 111end me 1mm d.iat ly he mm ,of your ch irm "• I you ,. 
hav, ·not yet acLcted .someone, I hop you will 1 ct 'a p raon 
who. has _both interest and capacity. Incid ntally, the next roeetinJ( 
of tpe committee will be Wednesday, March 27, and the regional 
~J:,~i,~an will also be extendeq. an invitation . to participate ;in the 

. Wo,~i~ 1t,1nion for ~rogr-essive Judaism conference , and ,the special · . 
Is;-~el study mission • in July and Jerusalem ~ ' 

J\llla ,Feldllan ha appointed Theodore Cohe~ of J•ckacnville u the 
H.A.T.A. NpNaentatlw to help ln the aollectlel!l• May I •uae•t 
you _,wne a •..U OOllld-ttN oonalatlna ~ YOIII' reglcnal ahabwm, 
a Nbl>l., md TModoN Coh•n to foJ;J.ow thl'OUgh 1n a logical ayatematlc 
IIIIDMJ' with . tile oongNg~laa.-. • • 

;~-J;.{_~ •,:t·'.ir{i ·}'·· 

) ' 

• 

J{,l ,i5101,45 t,;4ct,o.-, L,t.-,ttr 

UNION OF AMERICAN HE BREW CONGREGATIONS 

2027 MASSACHUSITTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800 
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THE WORLD UNION FOR 

PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM, LTD. 

Ol'PICll OP Tilt: PH • IDl'Nr 

RAU I DR. JA 08 K. SHANKMAN 
◄%W 1», :Av uc 

December 13, 1967 
(dictated th 12th) 

w R0<h lle, .N w ork 10~01 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
Social Action Center 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20036 

Dear Dick: 

WI 

·c. J h lo o 
l will be very ful and helpful. 

I was very happy that we had the chance in Montreal to meet and talk about some of 
these things and I was delighted with your enormous interest and enthusiasm. I ap­
preciated your sharing your experiences and observations in Israel and felt that 
your positive outlook and constructive suggestions, as well as your enthusia and 
interest would be welcome assets to us in our work, I am not overlooking either 
the resources of the UAHC, which are available to you, in addition to your own 

ta~ents, All these qualities made me look forward eagerly to the meeting and of 
cours l w s di appoint~d by Bill's call. Perhaps we can resch dule the e ti 

o .,om tim on D c mb r 19 thrbut I Leach the fir 1, tlung on l'u d y morn n 
by th time I can get in, you h vo your cl --so I shall h veto w 't to 

I think, though, that even in advance of the meeting, I would like to share ome 
of the questions which still trouble me, I mentioned some of them in Montreal but 
I still wonder how widely your first message or program was circulated and then 
how extensively your report of November 10th was sent out? You will recall that 
despite being very busy in Montreal, I read that report very carefully and pointed 
out a number of objections, exceptions and dissatisfactions with it. I indicated 
my impression that it was not fair enough to the World Union, that the meager 
references to us and the half-hearted thanks hardly serve to balance the repeat d 

J rel t th t i,h r ad .. of both th rna age and th r port ld t 
nforLun pit t,ur n tl Wur1d Un on. m 1 rly, I h d 

r vo 11m lN ACTJON, th r ro m nt on o 
llt rt by ri1rn. w [ ob ly n uv 
ncl you t: nnot comm nL ry u li wi , 

ready has appeared in print and is available in many, 

,,., 



Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch -2- December 13, 1 67 

In conn cti.on bov I ndi ted h t th r w r w· d di crep 
the u gc•t d m nt of our I ,r el1 R bbi by th World Union. 

o t un ortun t mpl lcation in th t text, that the R bb 1 ft r 1 of 
the World Union's isintere t and neglect of them a w 11 as by our n g rdly 
treatm nt. Such inference~ cannot be drawn and I pain d out tha (a) Keh t 
left on the'r recommendation,and actually, Bob Samuels wrote to the CCAR abbu 
him; (b) that personallty problems on Ydit's part er ated a situation and that Bob 
and Mel could not work with him; and (c) that Zaoui left,against his own desire~ b t 
because we felt that he was needed in Paris. That whole section did us much harm 
and should have been completely revised before it was distributed. 

There are other areas toowhich puzzled me. I mean for example, the 
the degree to which any negotiations or suggested negotiations with 
there and the Congregations should bypass the World Union. There 
which prop rly hou d com to u f' rt and not of 

u h ni l n 1 1n Fo l 
r n L w· u I 

h unl1 1p y vi t 1 

by .M • N wm.an, ono o 
used there to purchase the flat where we cannot 

question of 
our Rabbis 

things 

been reduced to a sIDail balance of Israeli pounds. e an 
and who carries this responsibility? I know that you are interested and enthusiastic 
and this is both welcome and desirable, but the question arises "who is telling 
whom?" and there are proprieties in these areas. Similarly, correspondence to 
Jerusalem urging greater cooperation with Spicehandler should properly come fro us. 

Still again, there is the whole subject of the salaries and arrangements with 
Israeli colle gues. I believe that there are some f'gures with which you y 
be unf iliar and thy are very pertinent and w u~t in th c r fully. 
the employers, we must remember them and the negotiations nd d ci ion, n 
final analysis, must be through us and our duly constituted agents. 

our 
t 11 
A 

In this connection, even the matter of the recent CCAR loan of $3000 to the orld 
Union is "puzzlement." I recognize that this loan has been made to us because of 
the concern, interest and pressures of people like Kronish, Dave,eolish and yourself. 
But the CCAR is eager that we tell our men that we are able to send them the 
addit:onal money as a "bonus" be-gause of the CCAR's concern. Now, while the loan 
is interest-free and we will not'.ffiadgered for its repayment (and I can hope and 
pry th t 't my even b writt n off v ntu lly), rth 1 , it 1 a lo nd 
y t ryon 1 t 11 how to u tl lo It p r th t th World 
U p th oy r i t,hu or n. 

I trust that you under .. tand the spirit in which I am placing th que tion or 
you. It may be that they are part of the pain and problem of widening the scope 
of our activities, but I would like you to bear them in mind so that we can ex ine 
them at our meeting. 



, 
,. 

March 4 , 1969 

Rabbi Alexander M. , Schindle~ 

Rabbi Win. A, Rosenthall 

Thanks much for the Prayerbook Reform in Europe volume . It 
is an excellent book , one which adds much to the growing 
1 itereture of our movement and toward the advancement of our 
mutual sacred cause 

I great l y apprec i ate this gi ft . 

• 



/ 

:M:E:M:OR.A.NDU:M: FRO:M: 

R.)l.B:i31 W .:M . .A. ROSE NTH.ALL 

THE WORLD UNION FOR 
PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

February 24, 1969 

A few days ago our brand new volume Prayerbook 
Reform~ Europe by Jakob Petuchowski was sent to 
you. It is bound to be an important contribution to 
the literature of our movement. 

Please accept it with our compliments. 



-----.i___ MEMORANDUM 
From Date 7 /14/82 

To Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Copies 

Subject 

,,n~N 
nnn•', 

no,i)no 
ili-'',}')N:l 

I had a long and I believe constructive meeting with Gerry Daniel to begin 
the resolution of some of our diffi~ulties. We both agreed that it would be 
impossible to resolve all of the World Union/UAHC/ARZA conflicts until after 
you and Dick Hirsch have had an opportunity to resolve some of the other 
outstanding difficulties. 

We did, however, talk about the $5 per person campaign and resolved the 
following: 

1/ Gerry Daniel is quite right about the nature of the arrangement. It was 
clearly understood that the first $35,000 of monies received by the $5 campaign 
less some minimum charge for expenses, postage, telephone, etc. would be turned 
over to the UAHC for payment on the Skirball-Levine salary matter. Gerry 
is correct when he indicates that the money was to come from the proceeds of 
the $5 campaign and was not a general obligation of the World Union. I am 
led to believe that in the fiscal year 1980-81, the World Union raised some 
$31,000 toward that campaign and a yet to be determined amount in the current 
fiscal year. Some $23,000 of the first year has already been paid. Whether 
the fall off in receipts was due to negligence on behalf of the World Union 
or just the nature of competitive campaigning has yet to be determined, but 
I believe that Gerry is quite right in distinguishing the commitment in a 
$35,000 commitment of the World Union from a $35,000 from funds received 
from that particular campaign. 

He is very upset that the billing instructions I gave to Josh Dwork did not 
reflect that difference, and you wi 11 be receiving a copy of a memo which 
gives new instructions to Josh which I think will relieve some of Gerry•s 
anxiety. 

He and I agreed, subject to your approval, that the UAHC was entitled to 
receive the total amounts raised by the campaign for the two years, less 
some agreed upon small amount for expenses. He categorically denies that 
the campaign was stopped or shunted aside, but blames the entire failure on 
Paul Kushner. Whether or not this is fact or conjecture is something we 
will have to pursue. 

He is not at all sure that the World Union wishes to give up the $5 campaign 
but feels that the whole thing has to be rediscussed. I have the feeling that 
Gerry is in a much more cooperative mood. 

2/ I asked from Gerry and received a list of those congregations that con­
tributed to the $5 campaign for the last two years and I am currently having 
them matched against those congregations who went on automatic ARZA billing. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
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I pointed out to Gerry that I was not at all sure that there was a correlation 
in these campaigns and once the ARZA office has compiled the two lists, we 
will be in a better position to make some judgments. 

3/ I asked Gerry where the World Union statements were for 1981 and he 
informed me that they were not yet prepared and that he would share them 
with me just as soon as he received them. I learned from Josh Dwork yesterday 
that Loeb and Troper have, off the record, informed him that the 1981 World 
Union statements were delivered to the Daniels on April 30, 1982. So, while 
Gerry tells me he does not have them, Loeb and Troper says that he does. We 
will have to discuss this problem as well . 

I think it was a good first meeting and we will have to talk further when you 
return. 



\NORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISN\ 

\ nrJ1iJnrJ nI1, 1J 1rJ~ I1Jil 11;\1 

Office of the President 

July 12, 1982 
ddt-2932 

hlr . Theodore Broido 
Administrative Secretary 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
1ew York, New York 10021 

Dear Ted : 

Please reply to Box "F" 
New Rochelle, NY 10801 

Just a line to confirm my understanding of our fruitful meeting 
of last .1onday . 

,7 

The understanding that you and I have, subject to approval of our 
Executives , interprets the obligation of the World Union towar~~~~ 
the Youth ~Iovement of the UAHC as being limited to amounts c lect­
ed in 1980-81 an d 1981-82 through the S5 per Family Campaign 
a reasonable amount to be agree d upon for the expenses incurr 
the World Union to collect this money . 

During the months of August and September, meetings ~ill be held 
between members of the leadership of our organizations , to find a 
new equitable formula for the future of this campaign . You have 
asked to be given individual contribution breakdo~n for each con ­
gregation since the World Union took over, and our bookkeeper , 
Mildred Hurwitz, has promised to hand this over to you during the 
coming week . 

I hope that our meeting has brought us a step closer to resolving 
all the other outstanding issues so that we go forward in a spirit 
of cooperation and mutual assistance . 

Best regards . 

Sincerely yours , 

Gerard Daniel 

GD/ddt 
CC : Rabbi Richard Hirsch 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Rabbi Roland Gittelsohn 
Rabbi Ira Youdovin 
Mr. Matthew Ross 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel • 02-234-748 
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Mr. Gerard Daniel 
Box "F" 

PRESIDENT 

New Rochelle, NY 10801 

Dear Gerry: 

838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-01 00 

June 10, 1982 

Thank you for your letter of June 4 and the $20,000. check which repre­
sents partial payment to the UAIC on the WUPJ's obligation fran funds 
received for the $5. per Family Campaign. 

I know that you and Ted Broido have been talking and that you plan to 
get together for preliminary discussions during early July. While I 
would certainly like to get this entire matter resolved while Dick is in 
the country, the limited time which you have made available (August 11 to 
August 16) presents a serious problem. I will be doing sane travelling 
toward the end of that week, Roland will be in New Hampshire, Ted and 
others who need to be involved will be on vacation. My suggestion, there­
fore, is that you and Ted start the conversation during early July. I am 
seeking to meet with Dick during the first week of August and perhaps we 
willall be able to get together, albeit without Dick, early in Septanber 
to resolve the entire sitution. 

The only other rerrote :i;:ossibility, Gerry, would be if you could change your 
plans and be available during the first week of August. Perhaps I can per­
suade Roland to cane down fran New Hampshir e, Ted will be here, and, if 
necessary, I can try to persuade others required at the meeting to be in 
the city. 

With all gcx:x1 wishes and regards fran house to house, I am 

Sincerely, 

cc: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
Matthew H. Ross, Esq. 
Theodore K. Broido 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Mr. Gerard Daniel 
Box "F" 
New- Rochelle, NY 10801 

Dear Gerry: 

Jaae 10, 1982 

Thank you for your letter of Jtme 4 and the $20,000. check which repre­
sents partial payment to the W\..t:C on the WUPJ' s obligation frcm funds 
received for the $5. per Family Campaign. 

I know that you and Ted Broido have been talking and that you plan to 
get together for preliminary discussions during early July. While I 
w::>uld certainly like to get this entire matter reeolved whild Dick is in 
the country, the limited time wtd.ch you have made available (August 11 to 
August 16) presents a serious problen. I will be doing sane travelling 
toward the end of that week, Roland will be in New Hampshire, Ted and 
others who need to be involved will be on vacation. My suggestion, there­
fore, is that you and Ted start the conversation during early July. I am 
seeking to meet with D~ck during the first ·week of August and perhaps we 
wul.all be able to get together, albeit without Dick, early in September 
to resolve the entire sitation. 

The only other rennt:e possibility, Gerry, t«:>uld be if you could change your 
plans and be available during the first week of August. Per1'.aps I can per­
suade Roland to cane down fran New Hampshire, Ted will be here, and, if 
necessary, I can try to persuade others requirecl at the meeting to be in 
the city. 

With all goo::1 wishes and regards fran house to hoGSe, I am 

Sincerely, 

cc: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
Matthew H. Ross, Esq. 
Theodore K. Broido 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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\NORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISN\ 

nr.lliJnl1 n11i111 'r.l111Jil ll;\'l'<il 
Office of the President 

June 4, 1982 
ddt-2653 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Please reply to Box "F" 
New Rochelle, NY 10801 

I am writing you on my return from Israel as agreed during our 
last meeting on May 12th. 

In the meantime I had opportunity to talk with Dick Hirsch and 
also received copy of your letter to Dick dated May 13th. 

I had agreed with you that a meeting should be arranged as soon 
as possible (even in June). It now turns out that Dick Hirsch 
will be here the latter part of July and the first two weeks of 
August to break in our new North American Dir~ctor, Ben Kamin, 
and it is of course very advisable that in order to resolve all 
the outstanding matters, once and for all, Dick and I should meet 
with you and your designated people at that time. Since Ruth 
and I plan to take a vacation the last week of July and first 
week of August, I would like to propose any date between August 
11th and August 16th. 

Thanks for letting me know if these dates look convenient to you. 
If not it would be very helpful if you could let me know during 
which periods, say middle of July through middle of August, you 
will be available so that a date is being set right now. 

In fact, a first payment of $3,500.61 was made by us on January 
31st, 1981, towards the UAHC Youth Program in Israel, based on 
our April 28, 1980, agreement. 

I am enclosing a check for $20,000 as a further payment and our 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel • 02-234-748 
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mid-summer meeting will, I am sure, clear up remaining amounts 
due the Union. You know, of course, my strong feeling expressed 
during our meeting, that with my letters of April 27th, 1981, 
and May 8th, 1981, we have clearly notified the Union of the need 
to change the original agreement at the completion of the first 
year. 

Just one word concerning paragraph #2 of your letter of May 13. 
The figures that Paul Kushner circulated (without my knowledge) 
to the top leaders of the World Union, are entirely incorrect. 
The 1981 figures included building fund balances not collected 
during 1981 and the increase in collections from 1981 over 1980 
was exactly $100,000, paralleled by even larger increases in our 
expenditures for Israel programs. Wherever I could I told 
recipients to disregard this sheet and did not know that one had 
been sent to Josh Dwork. You have the 1980 figures and we advanced 
the finalization of the 1981 figures, in Israel, in such a manner 
that within the next four weeks we shall be able to send you those 
figures as well. 

Just a word about our trip to Israel: The Kedem problem . I told 
you about persists despite the evidently good will of the Mayor of 
Tel Aviv . ' We spent an inordinate amount of time to save this 
building lot and right now it~ a standoff. The intransigence of 
the Orthodox has permeated life in Israel in a manner I never 
thought remotely possible. From that point of view it was not a 
very happy trip. 

My warmest regards from house to house. 

Gerard Daniel 

GDddt 
Encl. 
CC: Rabbi Richard Hirsch 

Mr. Matthew H. Ross 
Mr. Theodore K. Broido 
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

838 FIFTH AVENUE , N EW YORK . N.Y. 10021 ( 212) 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONU AHC 

Rabbi Richard Hirsch 
World Union for Progressive Judaism 
13 King David Street 
Jerusalem, ISRAEL 

Dear Dick: 

YOUTH DIVISION 
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

May 10, 1982 

Rather than send a telegram to you, as we discussed in Tuesday's telephone 
conversation, I decided to write. Emergency action is not called for at 
this time. 

There are a number of issues which have in common only the funding of the 
UAHC International Education Department projects-programs in and for Israel. 

A. ALIYAH DEPARTMENT. 
Haim Sharett was informed by Mr. Levy, administrator of the Aliyah Department 
in New York, 515 Park Avenue , that Mr. Kotlowitz has cancelled the $45,000 
allocation to the UAHC Youth Division for the fiscal year 1982-83. Furthermore, 
Mr. Kotlowitz has requested the return of $22,500 paid in the second half of 
t~ fiscal year 1981-82. Haim Sharett has written a letter of explanation 
to Mr. Kotlowitz, a copy of which was sent to you. Clearly, Mr. Kotlowitz 
does not remember the agreement which was made by him in a meeting whi ch 
included Schindler, Schafer, Sharett and Dr. Kfir who is a professor at 
Haifa University. Until a few months ago, Dr. Kfir was Director of the 
Aliyah Department in New York. 

We contacted Dr. Kfir by telephone. He stated categorically that our position 
is correct and he did call Mr. Kotlowitz. Kfir and Charles Weinberg have also 
been in touch with each other. Charles Weinberg told me that he spoke with 
Kotlowitz. As of last week, the funds have not been reinstated. 

I will inform you about my meeting with Kotlowitz which will take place on 
Tuesday May 11 in New York. 

The problem is as follows . Kotlowitz claims that he agreed to pay the UAHC 
$45,000 per annum in the U.S. so that the Youth Division would pay Haim 
Sharett's salary directly. Haim Sharett is to be considered as the Aliyah 
Shaliach to our department in distinction from Oren Selah, who is Noar v 
Halutz. Kotlowitz has forgotten that he agreed to an arrangement that is 
somewhat . different. Originally (1980) he arranged with Avram Katz to have 
all schlichim from the Reform Movement (3) paid by Noar v Halutz, and 
Kotlowitz would pay $45,000 to Noar v Halutz. This would save the Aliyah 
Department money because the youth shaliach's salary is considerably less 
than Aliyah shaliach's salary. In our meeting in the spring of 1981, 
Kotolowitz agreed to change the agreement because a) we never received 
three schlichim from Noar v Halutz, and b) the program subsidies from 



Noar v Halutz were cut by 40%. Dr. Kfir suggested in that meeting that Haim Sharett be 
considered the Aliyah shaliach but continue to receive his salary from Noar v Halutz. 
Furthermore, the $45,000 should be paid directly to the UAHC Youth Division in order to 
meet some of the programmatic needs and shaliach expenses. 

For your information, the aliyah programmatic costs are $230,000 per year not including 
schlichim salaries. This includes shaliach expenses, salaries of merakzai madrichim, 
and hoshrei tochneot representatives, kinusim, and operations of t~e garinim in the 
United States. This also includes $10,000 spent for : this work in Israel. 

B. NOAR V HALUTZ. 
We have not received a decision from Avram Katz about an allocation to the UAHC Youth 
Division for 1982-83. In 1981-82 the allocation was 3 schlichim and $25,000. We 
received 1 shaliach who began in May and one who began in October, plus $15,000. We 
expect to be paid the $10,000 balance from last year. 

It would be helpful for you to speak to Katz about his intentions for this fiscal year. 
IT CONTINUES TO AMAZE ME THAT I MUST MAKE A COMMITTMENT FOR AT LEAST TWO YEARS BUT THE 
WZO DEPARTMENTS ARE AT LIBERTY TO CHANGE THEIR COMMITTMENTS AT LEAST ONCE A YEAR, AND IN 
THE CASE OF KOTLOWITZ LAST YEAR, TWICE IN THE SAME YEAR. 

C. RELATIONSHIP OF THE UAHC YOUTH DIVISION WITH THE WORLD UNION. 
The renegotiation of the relationship between the U.A.H.C. and the W.U.P.J. has put my 
department and me in an awkward position vis a vis the W.U.P .J. and the U.A.H.C. The 
U.A.H.C. does not have a budget to pay for aliyah work and youth programs in Israel. 
The relationship of the UAHC to the Youth Division is positive but non-fiscal support. 
The International Education Department budget is over $300,000 a year not including the 
cost of air and land for American youth programs in Israel. This budget has been met by 
special fund raising by the Youth Division, subsidies from the WZO, and a $35,000 
annual committment,· from the $5 per family campaign. WZO allocations have diminished 
while costs have increased. (Our success in aliyah recruitment could bankrupt us). 

I deeply regret that you did not tell me that the WUPJ decided not to pay the $35,000 
comrnittment for fiscal years 1980-81 and 1981-82. You must understand that even if the 
UAHC were to decide to somehow absorb the $35,000 for one of these years, ultimately, 
the responsibility for continued expenditures would be required from the Youth Division 
or expenditures must cease. 

It is not for me to state an .opinion now about the responsibility of either the WUPJ 
or the UAHC for meeting the needs of the Youth Division programs. It is my responsibility 
to balance my own ·budget. I will curtail programs and staff salaries where possible. The 
first priority of fund raising will be to support staff. The $250,000 capital committment 
to the WUPJ building in Jerusalem from the UAHC is the responsibility of the Youth 
Division. The Youth Division accepted this responsibility on the basis of what it believed 
to be the relationship of the WUPJ and the UAHC. That relationship required the payment of 
the Youth Division subsidy. That relationship is now being renegotiated. Until this 
matter is resolved in a manner which will enable the I.E. D. to meet its operations 
budget, the capital gifts contribution cannot be made. 

You stated in our telephone conversation that I am not directly involved with determining 
or negotiating the relationship of the WUPJ and the UAHC. However, you must recognize 
that the decisions reached by the WUPJ and the UAHC directly effect the operations of 
the Youth Division. Therefore, I have no choice but to withdraw the financial committment 
of the Youth Division to the World Union, until a firm and continuing relationship is 
established between the World Union and the Union which satisfactorily effects the 
Youth Division. 



You should have received the memo to Gerry Daniel concerning my suggestions for the 
building. The most important point discussed concerned the use of the building which 
has consequences for building costs. Unless there are offices for Youth staff and 
program facilities, it seems pointless to me to build a youth hostel. If the 
building is primarily and almost exclusively a youth hostel, I would prefer not to 
be involved. 

I have cancelled my plans to come to Israel in May. Certainly I will be in Israel 
during August. 

Nina joins me in sending personal regards to Bella and you. 

cc: Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Rabbi Allan Levine 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Stephen A. Schafer 
Director, 
UAHC Youth Division 



April 14, 1977 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

Theodore K. Broido - Rabbi Ira Youdovin 

Aa you know, Roland is chairing our committee which "'ill study the 
possibility of affiliation with the wzo. I believe it is of the 
uttlost importance that Rol.a,"ld have &."l oi;portunlty to meet with you, 
Ted an lra in order to discuea the matter at great leng..-. Short 
of a meeting, p rhaps a conference call cen be arranged - although 
I feel a personal ~eeting would hem ch more salutary. 

I know your schedule during you visit here in a busy one but I ur,je 
you to make eve.ry effort to get together with Roland. 

• 
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Date April 12, 1977 

From_T_h_e_o_d_o_r_e_K_._ B_r_o_id_o __________ _ 

To Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Copy for information of ____________________________ _ 

Subject __________________________________ _ 

Dear Alex: 

Roland Gittelsohn was very anxious to have a meeting with Dick Hirsch, Ira 
and myself while Dick was in the United States. We worked out a number 
of possible dates during Dick's visit and were hoping that Dick will go 
to Boston with us or at the very least we had two possible times when 
Roland could meet with us at La Guardia airport. 

Ira discussed this with Dick over the weekend and reports to me "Dick does 
not wish to go to Boston and meet with Roland and does not even wish to 
spend the time to meet with us at La Guardia~ .. '' Dick does not consider this 
a priority item. 

I am convinced that Roland will be angry at not having an opportunity to 
meet with Dick and I personally think it's beyond the pale that here we are 
trying to move the Reform Movement into the World Zionist Organization and 
that Dick whose salary we pay can't find the time to meet with the chairman 
of the committee. Ira and I believe that you should "instruct Dick" to 
make the time either by writing hi m a note or talking to him on the tele­
phone . 

Cordi ally, 
gft 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 212/249-0100 
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Personal and confidential 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
Executive Director, WOPJ 
13 King David Street 
Jerusalan, ISRAEL 

Dear Dick: 

J'l.1.ne 10, 1982 

In response to your letter of May 30, you are correct in stggeSting 
that we have to talk. Let's plan on. maet.ing during the first week 
of August when you are in the States. 

I.est silence be interpreted as assent, I want to emphasize that we 
are merely I:05tpening this discussion. I do not accept as oon-eot 
either the facts as you present them in your letter of !-'ay 30, your 
interpretation of these fat:ts, or your charge of my personal gain. 

Yours truly, 

Alexariier M. Schindler 

cc: Mr. Geraxd Daniel 
-rt<1 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel Tel. 234-748, 232-444 .,v 
1.3 111 1,nn •n, 

a,,",,, . 

Office of Executive Director 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, 
UAHC, 
838 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Alex, 

30th May, 1982 

You say you cannot understand why I am so perturbed. Herein are some 
of the answers. 

I suppose that the major reason is that both your recent letters to me 
reflect a totally different perspective from mine on objectives, priori­
ties and inter- and intra-institutional relations. We obviously have 
basic differences concerning some major issues, some of which are based 
on ideological, institutional and personality differences, but some of 
which are simply a lack of proper communication. Therefore, I am going 
to try and spell out the differences in writing. Although we have at 
times discussed these matters orally, it is important that there be a 
written record, because evidently the human mind is selective and no 
matter how often things are repeated, unless it is in writing, we tend 
to forget. 

I begin with my conclusion: I think it is essential that you and I spend 
a full day together as soon as possible, just the two of us alone, either 
in Jerusalem or in New York, so that we can clarify our respective differ­
ences and where possible arrive at a consensus. As background for that 
meeting, I am dictating the following: 

To clear the slate regarding my UAHC status and salary, enclosed are 
various memos: 

1. June 1, 1971. A memorandum which was developed for the WUPJ 
Governing Body meeting of the summer of 1971, formulated by you, Maurice 
and me, and there you will see underlined certain facts relating to the 
UAHC and its fundraising obligations. 

2. An extended memo of August 9, 1971, which is a summary of various 
conversations, and 

3. The precis of the WUPJ Executive Committee meeting of September 9, 
1971. 

You will see that throughout these memos it is obvious that the UAHC is 
in effect taking over responsibility for the World Union. It is no 
coincidence that all of these matters were spelled out by Maurice, you 
and me before even being discussed with the World Union leadership. You 
at the time were the key personality in selling the World Union leadership 
on the move. The reason for this was that those of us who were on the 
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UAHC staff felt strongly about American Refonn Judaism's obligation to 
world and Israeli Jewry. We were unanimous in our criticism of the 
World Union for not doing an effective job. We said that the status 
quo could not continue, and before us, therefore, were two alternatives: 

a) to fold up the World Union, and somehow or other incorporate it 
into the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, by making the UAHC an 
international institution, or 

b) to remould the World Union, to make it a more effective instru­
mentality. 

After a series of meetings, we decided on the latter approach. 

In order to implement the decision, three major factors were necessary: 

(i) New professional leadership 
(ii) New programmatic direction, and 
(iii) An expanded budget. 

Whereas we agreed on the principle of an expanded budget, the exact 
way to achieve it was left undecided. We discussed various alternatives: 
(a) establishing the Dollar Per Person as a compulsory plan, by adding 
it to the congregational bills; (b) raising the 12% Mum plan to 14% 
(that recommendation was on the agenda of the Biennial in any case1 and 
since it was clear that there would be great objection to the raise by 
the congregations, it was felt that perhaps specifying that the increase, 
or part of it, was to go for Israel and world Jewry, would make it more 
palatable; and (c) including the World Union in the Reform Jewish Appeal, 
and thus adding a dramatic dimension to the fundraising appeal through 
some such formula as 40% for the College, 40% for the Union and 20% for 
the World Union. 

All of these memos clearly show the role of the Union in instituting 
these changes. You will recall, I am sure, that Bernard Bamberger was 
so incensed at what he considered "the UAHC takeover" that he refused 
to stand for election for another term, and that we therefore proceeded 
to make plans to have Maurice elected as president, an objective to which 
he aspired in any case. 

It was in this context, namely a UAHC commitment to increase dramatically 
the budget of the World Union, that I even considered taking the position. 
The question was asked: But if the UAHC raises the money for the World 
Union out of UAHC funds, then should not a part of Dick's salary be 
charged to the World Union? And that question was put off to the future 
by the phrase "Until such time as b.y mutual agreement the World Union 
would assume a greater share of the responsibility." In other words, 
let's see how and how much the UAHC raises. I should point out to you 
that even after the questions concerning my own personal UAHC status 
were resolved to my satisfaction (see my first letter of April 25, 1982), 
there was another crisis when the 14% plan was not approved, and as the 
time approached for my departure for Israel, no real progress had been 
made by the UAHC on the basic issue of an expanded budgetary commitment 
to the World Union, which was a prerequisite to the reactivation of the 
World Union. In fact, Lenny Schoolman and I held a meeting some time in 
1972 to review where we were on the problem of an expanded budget. Lenny 
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admonished me to face reality and recognise that the UAHC was not going 
to fulfill the commitment of an expanded budget, and urged me, in the 
absence of the UAHC commitment, not to make the move to Israel. Never­
theless, despite grave misgivings, I did make the decision to go, and 
determined somehow or other to raise the necessary budgets. And indeed 
we have managed to survive, and I believe that my decision was justified. 
However, it has been a long, hard and often lonely struggle. As far as 
I was concerned, since the UAHC had never fulfilled its commitment to 
raise significant new funds for the World Union, the question of increased 
World Union participation in my Union salary was not relevant, indeed 
not even an issue for discussion. In any case, it was never raised by 
you or anyone else, except for one time a couple of years ago when a 
group of at least ten people met to discuss UAHC-World Union relations, 
and you pulled out Maurice's letter of October 27, 1971 (without prior 
consultation with me, and out of context and having forgotten that the 
letter was not valid.) After that meeting, I assume you will recall that 
I spoke to you with considerable anger and gave you the interpretation 
that I am now forced to give you in writing. I had every reason to 
assume that you accepted it, because you made no negative response. I 
also objected then, as I do now again, to your inexplicable propensity 
for bringing these personal matters before a larger group rather than 
to discuss them first man-to-man, face-to-face with me only. I consider 
your approach to be a breach in elementary professional ethics. 

I therefore hereby tell you in the s~rongest terms possible, that my 
UAHC status and salary are not a subject for discussion between the UAHC 
and the World Union. I have told Gerard Daniel and I am hereby reaffir­
ming it in writing, that my tenure with the UAHC long antedates my WUPJ 
relationship and is a matter between the UAHC and me alone, preferably 
between you as the professional head and me as an employee of the 
institution. As for the definition of tenure, I know only one: the 
right of a person to have a job and to get a salary. Otherwise, what 
does tenure mean? On the phone last week, Ted Broida told me that there 
are other interpretations possible, for example, Ellie Schwartz has tenure 
with the UAHC even though she works for NFTS. Under no circumstances 
is that my case. No such arrangement was ever made with the World Union, 
let alone discussed. If at the time it would have been raised, then you, 
Al and Maurice could never have said to me that my tenure agreement with 
the Union was a binding and overriding basis for our relationship, with 
no additional letter or commitment necessary. And in the context of the 
time, namely the UAHC failing to fulfill the commitment for a larger 
budget for the World Union, I assure you that had your present inter­
pretation been raised, I would never have moved to Israel with the World 
Union. So far as I am concerned, the entire question of my UAHC salary 
and status is closed. You of course are always free to open it with me 
(not the World Union) in the context that the tenure plan itself provides 
for termination of tenure. 

To respond to some of the specific matters contained in your May 13, 1982 
letter: you indicate that you suddenly became aware that the World Union 
was taking in much moremoney than previously. The figures that Paul 
distributed combined all the funds taken in for the World Union from all 
sources and all purposes: the Shankman Fund, the Kedem Synagogue Fund, 
bequests, Israel Commission funds, etc. And I amnot sure of its accuracy. 
We have never sent out such a memo, because we have always made a fine 
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and proper distinction between capital funds for specific projects and 
operating funds. You must remember the background in which Paul sent 
out these figures: he had been informed that his position with us would 
be terminated, and he wanted to demonstrate how much he had done. Gerry 
Daniel has both written and spoken to you about this matter, and I 
assume that the issue is clarified. In any case, the actual figures for 
1981 will be folllld in the 1981 audit and these are open to you for your 
inspection. You know of course that the debt of the World Union to the 
Union is being paid off as per agreement at a rate which is even ahead 
of schedule, and the monthly bill for expenditures is paid immediately 
upon submission by Josh Dwork's office. If the WUPJ does have some 
occasional success in fundraising, I would hope that you would rejoice. 

When it comes to money, the immediate basic bone of contention between 
us is the $35,000 commitment to the Youth Department. You are correct. 
This matter should have been discussed long ago. Enclosed is an extended 
memo of April 30, 1981, which is my own personal reaction to earlier 
developments in the ARZA-World Union relationship. (As a recipient of 
the memo, you cannot say I did not raise the issue). You will note that 
at the end of the memo I urge Ted to set up a meeting immediately to 
discuss these matters. We were supposed to meet in June in Jerusalem, 
but Ted was unable to arrange the meeting, primarily because of your 
schedule. 

The truth is that following this exchange, all of us were caught up in 
our various activities and although from time to time we talked about 
having a full coordinating committee meeting, we never were able to 
arrange one. I assume that all of us are to blame for this, and it is 
clear that now circumstances have developed which necessitate a coordi­
nating meeting as soon as possible. One small point: in communications 
from you and Ted, you imply that we were hiding information. If so, then 
the records of the $5 Per Family Campaign would not be kept so carefully 
in WUPJ accounts. The truth is that until Josh Dwork had mentioned the 
matter to me the last day I was in New York, I had forgotten about it 
for some time. I immediately told Ted, and Ted and I had a very good 
and positive discussion at his home in which he said that he wanted to 
have the various figures presented to him, indeed wrote a memo to Paul 
asking for the figures, and we indicated that we would have to sit down 
as soon as possible and see how to work out the problem. All of us 
recognise that indeed there is a problem. But somehow or other the 
problem ballooned way out of proportion after I left New York. 

The reasons for the poor results on the $5 Per Family Campaign as I see 
them are: 1) the campaign has always been ineffective in any case. The 
first year after the Six Day War we raised $110,000, and after that 
went downhill. It is not and probably never will be a wajor moneymaker. 
2) Neither Ira nor Paul really were effective in the campaign, although 
truth be told I think that Paul devoted much more time to it the first 
year than Ira ever did. 3) The competitiveness which was interjected 
by ARZA's decision to ask congregations to put the ARZA membership 
campaign on the bills. I do not want now to repeat the arguments in my 
April 30, 1981 memo. They stand as written. When we do have the coordi­
nating committee meeting, among the points to be made will be the following: 

(i) The World Union does want to retain the right to the $5 Per 

-
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Family Campaign. 

(ii) This campaign should be coordinated with the ARZA Campaign. 
We shall have to go over the books of both campaigns carefully and 
determine which congregations are supportive and what to do on a 
congregation case-by-case basis; that in any case is the essential 
point of difference, it being our contention that ARZA initiated the 
campaign without coordination, and contrary to the original agreement 
between ARZA and the World Union. 

(iii) The World Union does recognise its obligation in principle to 
the original commitment. Gerry Daniel and I discussed the matter while 
he was in Israel and by the time you receive this letter you will 
undoubtedly have received a significant payment of an amount representing 
a major part of the funds collected for the first year. 

(iv) We will want some kind of understanding for the future once the 
ARZA campaign is not on the bills, as per Ira's point referred to on 
page three of my April 30, 1981 memo. 

For the record, the background of the $35,000 commitment to the Youth 
Department is as follows: You recall that Nat Hess as chairman of the 
Israel Commission and I as director were primarily responsible for the 
raising of these funds, together with the very fine assistance in the 
early years of Lenny Schoolman. The first year, more than half the 
proceeds went to the World Union. Thereafter, we decided that it would 
be essential for the World Union to develop its own resources, recogni­
sing that if the funds came only from the congregations through the 
Israel Commission, the World Union would not be motivated to go out and 
raise f unds from individuals, which funds were essential, given the fact 
that it was becoming clear that the Union was not going to make any 
major commitment out of its operating income, and that the dollar funds 
were not going to be made compulsory. Thereafter we (I) sharply curtailed 
Israel Commission funds to the World Union. Parenthetically, you should 
know that in terms of my fiscal thinking I used the $5 Per Family Campaign 
as another budgetary source for activities in Israel, and since I really made 
no distinction between Union and World Union staff, made an arbitrary 
judgment as to which source of funds would be used for what. For example, 
when the idea first arose to send Hank Skirball to Israel, I originally 
went to both the UAHC and the World Union and asked each to pay for half 
of his salary and expense account, with the understanding that Hank 
would not only work with American youth but with Israeli youth. When 
the UAHC and the WUPJ both refused to put it in their budgets, then we 
agreed that the funds would come from the Israel Commission and Hank 
would still work with American and Israeli youth. The World Union at 
the time did not even want to have anything to do with an additional 
budgetary obligation. (In those days I was not the Executive head of 
the World Union.) The same thing happened in the case of Allan Levine, 
who when sent to Ben Shemen was sent primarily to work with Israeli 
youth. In historical perspective, it was very important that these two 
men were sent over (from any funding sou~ce), because they have done a 
remarkable job and we are indeed grateful to them for t~irwork with 
both American and Israeli youth. 

When Steve Schafer came into the picture, he asked me to raise the amounts 
received by the Youth Department for the payment of the salaries to 
$35,000 (the amount the previous year had been $26,000, if I am not 

-
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mistaken). He can tell you that there was no hesitation on my part. 
I immediately agreed because I consider the work being done to be 
essential. 

In the second-last paragraph of your letter, you put the issue of 
salary for the UAHC men in Israel in moral terms and by implication 
state that you feel it is a moral obligation, whereas.!. do not. But, 
Alex, the problem which confronts us is not a moral problem but a 
practical, fiscal problem. In Steve Schafer's letter to me of May 10, 
1982, a copy of which you received, he said: "The UAHC does not have a 
budget to pay for aliyah work and youth programs in Israel. The rela­
tionship of the UAHC to the Youth Division is positive but non-fiscal 
support." The Youth Division has to raise all of its funds outside of 
the UAHC budget. Why I don't know, and I question the "morality" of 
forcing the one dimension of our programming which represents the most 
effective, distinctive UAHC contribution to the congregations to 
scrounge for its own funds. Nevertheless, the Youth Department is 
quite successful and has a budget which is much larger than the total 
World Union budget. But if the "big" UAHC does not pay for the UAHC 
staff in Israel out of its operating budget, then should the "little" 
World Union pay for the UAHC staff out of its operating budget? If 
the $5 Per Family Campaign would have raised the money anticipated, 
then there is no question that the obligation would be met. Now it is 
simply a practical problem and we will have to figure out together where 
the funds will come from. The UAHC Youth Department has many sources 
of income. The truth is that we are all so intertwined that we have 
never sat down together to have a full and complete picture. That should 
be our next step. 

What perturbs me more than anything else is the statement in your letter 
that you want to "push for a cleaner agreement with the World Union: no 
salary agreements, no partial payments of salaries, no shared drives and 
so forth." I do not believe it is possible or desirable to have such 
a "clean" delineation. In fact it would very quickly become "dirty." 
I fear that you advocate the same kind of relationship that you and Fred 
Gottschalk have worked out between the College and the Union. Indeed, 
you have used the same language to describe the relationship. To me, 
in the case of the Union and the World Union, that is a prescription 
for divisiveness, and I do not want any part of it. I firmly believe 
that the Union and the World Union are interdependent and that any 
attempt to have clear-cut lines of distinction will inevitably result 
in continuing friction. I do not want a situation to be created in the 
Reform Movement which will be similar to that which today pertains in , l .,,,,_ 
the Conservative movement, where the World Council of Synagogues, the UJr.J?,

0
n.. , 

Jewish Theological Seminary, the Rabbinical Assembly and Mercaz are all 
at each other's throats. Their bad intra-institutional, interpersonal 
relationships make for bad blood and ineffective functioning. To this 
day, the Conservative movement in Israel is rent asunder by their constant 
bickering. Speaking immodestly, if there is one person responsible for 
preventing that situation in Israel, it is me. 

Nor do I think you really understand the consequences of your own 
statement. For you more than anyone else benefit from the fact that you 
are a leader of a world rather than just an American movement. After 
all, you sit on the WZO Executive as the representative of the World 
Union (a number of other persons wanted the job originally, and I assure 
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you that many more are eager to have it now) and you sit on the Memorial 
Foundation as a representative of the World Union. Your personal status 
has been elevated and you have benefitted personally and the UAHC insti­
tutionally from the close identification between the Union and the World 
Union. The same, of course, is true for me as a person and the World Union 
as an institution. 

Speaking for myself, I cannot separate the work I do for the UAHC and the 
WUPJ, including helping to raise funds for the UAHC youth programs, for 
ARZA, for rights and a host of other day-by-day issues. I am proud of my 
UAHC relationship, just as I hope you are proud of the things the WUPJ 
has been trying to do. The close inextricable ties between the Union and 
the World Union are mutually beneficial. In fact, the tension we now exp­
erience is, in my opinion, a direct consequence of splitting the ARZA-WUPJ 
office. I want to narrow the breach, not widen it. To be sure, we have 
occasional institutional and interpersonal tensions, just as exist within 
the UAHC House of Living Judaism itself, but I prefer a big united family 
which has an occasional squabble to a house divided which cannot stand. 

Alex, you have written two letters. I have written two letters. Let's call 
a moratorium on letter-writing. "Come, let us reason together." Let's take 
a full day, just the two of us. Let's let it all hang out. Let's air our 
respective "taanot" and then go on to new levels of cooperation, advancing 
the common cause to which we have committed our lives and careers. 

Suggested possible dates for the meeting: 

a. When you are in Jerusalem later this month, if you are coming. 
b. I plan to be in New York from the end of July through the first two 

weeks in August. If you are on vacation, I will be glad to fly to wherever 
you are. 

c. The end of October, through all of November, in New York. 

Obviously the sooner the better, and after we meet, let's have an extended 
coordinating committee meeting. 

cc. Mr. Gerard Daniel 
Mr. Matthew Ross 
Mr. Theodore Broido 

attachments: 

B'yedidut uvehokara, 

~ 
Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

1. Memo on WUPJ move to Israel -- June 1, 1971 
2. Memo of August 9, 1971 
3. Memo of August 23, 1971 
4. Precis of WUPJ Executive Committee meeting -- September 9, 1971 
5. Memo of April 30, 1981 on ARZA-WUPJ relationships 
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Af.EMOR,4NDUM 

>KLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVI:.. 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y . 10021 

u.UA..ISM 

JUNE 1, 1971 

It is proposed that the Executive office of the World Union for Progressive 
Judaism be moved from New York to Jerusalem . 

Among the reasons for this proposal are the following: 

1) Of the seven rabbis serving the WUPJ outside the United States, 
six are located in Israel. Headquarters in Israel would allow 
for more efficient administrat i on, better financial control, 
and more effective supervision of staff and program, 

2) New direction, support, and status would be given to the 
Progressive Movement in Israel, where the largest number of 
potential new adherents is to be found, 

3) Proximity to the non-American constituencies would facilitate 
better coordination and programming, 

To preserve the international character of the movement, and to assure 
continued participation in policy making and program by the two largest con­
stituencies, it is proposed that one Governing Body meeting be he ld in Europe 
and one in North America each year, except during a year when a Governing Body 
meeting is held in conjunction with an international conference in Israel. 

It is assumed that initially the president of the WUPJ will continue to be 
an American. 

The proposal envisages a number of structural changes whtch would be recommend­
ed to the various constituencies. The North American Board would be recon­
stituted so as to include not only representation from the CCAR, the UAHC, 
and the HUC-JIR, but also a number of members-at-large. It would assume 
responsibility both for fund-raising and for · all activities of the North 
American constituency in respect to the World Union. It would be served by a 
professional director with offices in the UAHC House of Living Judaism. 

The North American Board should give major attention to Latin America, and 
should work toward the creation of a Latin American Board with expanded budget, 
program, and personnel. Until a full-fledged regional entity is established, 
a sub-committee of the North American Board should assume responsibility for 
convening regional conferences in Latin America. 

The proposed arrangements will require increased financial commitments from 
_lrut__constituencies in North America. Fund-raising for overseas needs of the 
World Union would be fully integrated under the direction of the North American 
Board, e of the rocedures now used for raising funds is the UAHC Dollar-
Per-Person Campaign, It is an c pa ed that the U C will enlarge this campaign 

_into a per-family commitment for the World Union; and it is hoped that other 
constituencies will adopt similar programs . . 
The proposal further envisions the erection of a World Center on an expanded 

233 site of the Hebrew Union College Biblical & Archaeological School in Jerusalem, 
Pending that developm-0nt the College is prepared to make spsce available for 

the World Union offi ce~; . 
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Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
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,· . . Summary of Conversation -- August 9 , 1971 -'-~.;\..-._: _______________ -,--________________________ _ 
1 n .:1ccord with your request, I am herewith sending you a ~u.,1,;::: .. ~·y 
~onversation of this afternoon . We discussed the follow~ng 

. .. ,ounccmcr: t .:1 t Biennial 

:·.'c J.grced tlut at a prominent spot in the bienniu.l· progrG.::1, 
~--~• '-- ;1·0ulcl be an announcement of the foll owing : (a) the move o: 
• ... '"' , ..:, :· ::.J. J11ion from New York to J erusal cm; (b) initiation o f t~1c 
;1.. ... ·~., .. ~~-it Center project (hopefully we might have some money r.:::.i.sc~ 

.:, _: ..: .. ,.:: '..:ime to nnnounce); and (c) the appointment of RCII. The 
~ .. t::,h ... -::c;11cnt would be made jointly by the following : Bamberger, 
~ . .:..:~1..: .• '--:· ... th ,:mll Gottschalk, in that order. 

'-2 ~ -~-c J·c:-Ls j n r, the O.I,?cra ting Budget of the World Union for 
· ·o ~~~ssive Judaism __ ___.... ________ _ 

\·:c a 6 reed thn.t it was essential to raise the present opera-:::...:;; 
G~•-~'-'~ ~n2 to reorganize the multiplicity ·of fund raising effor~~-
, , .. • _,,.'-: .:,;,c"t as to.what specifically to propose is depen<lent or...::. 

• • • 1.. • '--..:::c is ion concerning the Klu t zniclc Commit tee's 14 % propo s.:11. . 
. i . , ~-. , . 1vc- ciccidc not to go for the full 14% , then we could suggest 
..... , (_.) a Dollar Per Person compulsory added to the congrega ­
:. •.• . :-. _ ~) i:l. l to go to the World Union for Pro gr es s i ve Jud;:iism, or 
~-. , .. .iove to 13~ with the understanding that the additional per 
'-:, .. ~ .·o ~2.d go to Israel projects . It was your judgment that ii w1.: 

,.~._ . . , -~,1 0 .::iJ.ditional per cent, we would have to split it with the 
,'.__. .. ~~ .~ :s program in Israel . I pointed out that if so , this wo1..1..:: 
.. v, .v0 c1s r.tore than $150 , 000, whicL .. is about $45 ,0 00 over our 
:,;,·.~: .. ·..: contribution from congregations ($82,000 to DolLir Per Pcrs0.: 
.. ·., . . ·-:.,ooo c.irect to WUPJ) . We agreed that we would continue to 
-. . :-...:, . : s t11is matter until the decision concerning the Klutznick 
:~, ._, : ·~ bcc;.imo clearer. My own feeling is that the Dollar Per Person 

.... 0: ,,v.)J is the most preferable. 

JZ4:/ ;5ic~5 J!·c~-~....,Y\ L-=~~~ ... 
UNION OF AMERI CAN HEGREW COl\ GREGATIONS 

2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON , D.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) :'i87-2800 
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(Under any circumstances, it should be clear that the World 
Union will continue to raise funds from Sisterhoods and individuals 
beyond whatever fJunds come from the above mentioned sources. It 
shoul~ be clear that at the very min~1um, even if we have gone for 
the 14% Klutznick report and even if it is passed, there should be 
a rcsclution calling on all congregations to add the Dollar Per 
Perscn to the bill - - which is essentially a reaffirmation of the 
voLlllt;lry Dollar Per Person we now have.) 

I want to stress the importance of increasing the operating 
buo.get of the World Union . From my perspective this is prerequisite 
£or any progress, and frankly I would not be interested in assuming 
professional responsibility for the WUPJ if I did not believe that 
it could and should become a major force in the Reform movement and 
in world Jewish life as well as in Israel. 

(3) Biennial Resolution 

Once we know what dec i s ion will be made on operating budget 
funds, we will decide about a resolution - - whether it should be 
in the President's message or elsewhere. 

(4), ~- . 11m1ng 

We discussed when I should officially assume responsibility 
for the World Union. We agreed that as soon as possible after the 
Biennial -- I imagine that December 1st (and in this Bernard Bamberger 
concurs) would be best, but under no circumstances should it be any 
later than January 1st. There is a problem in connection with Bill 
Rosenthall - - as to when a terminal date should be set . I indicated 
t hat, as far as I was concerned, even after I took over, if Bill did 
not have a position , he could continue , assuming that funds to pay 
him were available, but frankly, I think it wise for me not to be 
invo~ved at all in the decision concerning a terminal date for Bill. 
It is important that there be no delay in this matter because if we 
are talking about implementing all of these programs, we must do so in 
the period immediately after the Biennial . Whatever resolution is 
passed concerning operating budget will take a great deal of work to 
implement. We will have to develop a good brochure for the World 
Union, commence with reorganization of the North American Board, etc . 

(5) Salary 

I indic ated to you that I had discussed a salary figure with 
Alex, Bamberger and Shankman. The figure discussed was 
plus fu ll union pension. In addition. I have discussed wi!h Alex 
ti:.c ~:~c t that a letter should be written indicating that I retain 
lilY t0:nure w:fth the OAHC. 
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(6) Budget 

You suggested that I draw up a tentative budget. I have done 
so for the administration only (attached). Since many of the items are 
u.aknown, the budget is very tentative. At the proper time Alex and 
Josh will have to work with me on it. The other items will remain as 
they would normally have been, at least for this year, with the under­
standing that we will expand our programs and as more funds are avail­
able, we will develop a new budget f or the following year. 

(7) The Jewish Agency and Appointment on the Executive 

My suggestion is that Alex send a letter, after communicating 
with Dave Polish, to Pincus. Rough draft of letter is enclosed. 

(8) Negotiations for the Land in Israel 

Fred Gottschalk is leaving for Israel this week. He will 
negotiate with the goverrunent for a final agreement. As of now there 
are several possibilities. Assuming the figures of the government's 
clearance costs of ILl,700,000 are corroborated, he will offer the 
government half, on the grounds that they have already given us half 
of ~he land for nothing. If there is a significantly lower clearance 
cost figure, he will offer that amount. 

(9) Relationship to College 

We have agreed that at the earliest possible date you, Alex, 
Fred and I should sit down and put into writing the exact relationship 
between us and the College concerning land use, responsibility for 
raising funds for building, and use of facilities. I assume that this 
can be an addendum to the Memorandum of Understanding of April 5, 1971. 

(10) Formal Action by UAHC Executive Board and/or Board of Trustees 

We agreed that a special resolution adopting the Jerusalem 
project should be approved by the UAHC Executive Board -- you indi­
cated that the Board of Trustees may have to endorse the project 
officially. 

We agreed that a high level Jerusalem committee of potential 
big givers should be created. I alr~a~y_have a list of a dozen or 
so names I have either contacted or initiated contacts on. (One of 
these names is Koffler of Toronto -- I have already spoken to Gunther 
a~out him and Gunther is supposed to be soundi~g him out. You are 
to try to se t up a meeting somet~me d~ring the holidays when I, 
together wi t h you, would speak with him.) 
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(11) Development Plans 

I am awaiting your response on the enclosed plan which would 
be used as a basis for making a fund raising pitch. 

RGH/cf 
encls. 



C O N F I D E N T I A L 
Date __ A_;..u_._gL..:;.u~s;_t_____.;;_2;:..:3'-',.........al;;;...9;;_7;...;l=c..-_ 

From_~RA..:.::B:..::::B.:...I .!.'..R~IC.!..!.HA'...:.'.R.:..=D~ G~._.!.H.!.!.:IR:.!.!S=C.!..!.H,t..._;D= i.:...::re=ct=o=---r ____ _ 

To Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Copy for information of--·----------------------------

Subject ___________________________________ _ 

Enclosed is my memo to Bernie and Maurice. 

You should note that I do not in-rend to go into the 
Execu ive meeting of the World Union wi t hout a clear under­
S(anding and full agreement between the four of us prior t o 
Lhe meetini on the agenda items. 

RGH/cf 
encl. 

J{,/ ,.,,o~s t.A,ct,o~ (,~tt,· 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

2027 MASSACHUSITTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, O.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800 
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PR£CIS 

EXECUTIVE CO,\Th1ITTEE i\1EETING 
Sep tember 9, l'.::J71 

INSTITUT INTERNATIONAL d'ETUDES HEBRA1QUES . Mrs . Daniel reported at lunch 
that the Paris Institute was in a grave financ ial situation and requested 
whatever aid the World Union could give . She said closure of the School 
might become necessary. 

RABBI JAY KAUFMAN . Tribute was paid to the late Rabbi Jay Kaufman and it 
was moved that a token contribution be eventually made to the appropriate 
Memorial Fund . 

TRANSFER OF HEADQUARTERS TO JERUSALEM. Dr. Ba mberger recalled the decision 
of the Governing Body and said the action had taken place because the avail ­
ability of land in Jerusalem and the expectation of Rabbi llirsch's aliyah . 
ll2 proposed Raobi Hirs ch be appointed Executive Director as of Ja!1u-1.ry l, 1972. 
a nrl chat a special committee work out details of h1s employment as well as 
Lhe terms of nabbi Ros e n tha ll's reti-:.·ement . The president said P..ubbi II .1. rscl1 
would remain in the United States for a limited pe riod and while continuing 
to work in Washington would spend ;:;ome time in New York; perhaps full trans .'.' er 
could take place within six months. Announcement of the transfer would be 
made by Dr . Bamberger at the Los Angeles UAHC Biennial, but the r es ponsi ­
bil i ty for the creation o f the World Center in Jerusalem would remain with 
the UAHC and HUC-JIR. Rabbi Hirsch's sa l ary would be paid from tlte UAHC budget 

It was observed that the continuance of a New York office would be necess a ry 
£or purposes of fund - raising in the U. S . and guidance of the Latin American 
program . Definition of the precise work of the office would be d e l ayed until 
it was known exactly when Rabbi Hirsch would leave for Israel. On the quest ion 
of increasing funds for the WUPJ, it was suggested that for the present the 
UAHC Israel Committee enlarge the size of it s grant . The North American 
Board was to be reactivated and rename d the Inter- A~erican Board, on which 
there would be Latin American representation. 

Confirmation of the appointment of Rabbi Hirsch would take place by the 
Governing Body at the Geneva Conference . I t was moved that as of January 
1, 1972, Rabbi Hirsch would assume Che Executive Directors1np and that a 
committee be set up to work out p a rticulars with Rabbi Hirsch and Rabbi 
Rosenthall. The president appointed as committee members Dr . Wice , Dr . 
Shankman , Mr . Friedman , and a UAHC representative to be named by Dr . Eisendrath 
(flabbi Schindler) . Miss Evans spoke with gratitude o f the work of Rabbi 
Rosenthall, and the president sugges ted a later occasion £or such expression. 

1972 CONFr.RENCE. Inasmuch as i ns ufficient information h a d been received 
f rom Gene'..a, d i scussi c,n proposed that if satis tactory response was not at 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

Tel. 234-748, 232-444 .',o 

MEMORANDUM 

from: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

to: Mr. Theodore Broido, Rabbi Ira Youdovin 

13 111 1'n:li1 •n1 

0'7'll1V 

30th April, 1981 

copies to: Mr. Gerard Daniel, Mrs. Ruth Daniel, Rabbi Roland Gittelsohn, 
Rabbi Paul Kushner, Mrs. Norma Levitt, Mr . Samuel Perelson, 
Mr . Matthew Ross, Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

subject: ARZA-WUPJ relationships 

I am writing this memo for the record to both of you as I indicated I would 
(with copies to those involved leaders who participated in the discussion 
at the World Union Executive meeting or will be involved in future discussions. 

First of all, the positive. I am delighted that ARZA has embarked on an 
intensive membership campaign. As we all know, t he forthcoming World Zionist 
Congress is crucial for ARZA. If we do not utilize the Congress as a 
motivation for enlisting Reform Jewish strength in the United States and 
around the world to gain more mandates to the Congress and therefore to have 
a greater voice in the workings of the World Zionist Organization, then the 
waiting period of at least four years until the next Congress will be too 
long to sustain the interest. Therefore our membership effort is a prere­
quisite to validating our claim to have a stake in the management of the World 
Zionist Organization. Once we be gan the process, we cannot permit ourselves 
to remain inactive. To that extent, therefore, every brochure, every speech, 
every enlisting of a member is constructive. No one has a greater stake t han 
do I personally in the success of ARZA-ARZENU, because I am the one who is 
on the firing line in Jerusalem and as you can see from my letter to Dulzin 
of April 27 and the discussion which took place at the Executive, the destiny 
of ARZA-ARZENU and the World Union areintertwined. 

Enclosed is a memo relating to the membership drive. 

However, unfortunately the coordinating process we established has not 
functioned. Some of the fears I expressed repeatedly as reasons for not 
splitting the ARZA-WUPJ office have come to pass . 

A prime example of the lack of coordination is the campaign to put ARZA 
membership on congregational billings. When it was agreed that the World 
Union would assume responsibility for the $5 Per Family Campaign and in so 
doing the WUPJ undertook to give the first funds to the Union's youth 
division , in effect the World Union was buying the franchise of the 
congregational framework to solicit funds for Israel programming of both 
the World Union and the Union. That franchise was based on a series of 
ongoing resolutions repeated regularly at the UAHC Biennial conferences. 
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I quote the last paragraph of the 1973 resolution: "We further reaffirm the 
1971 Los Angeles resqlution urging 'all congregations to develop a regular 
framework for the solicitation of funds, either through special drives or 
by congregational billings or other effective means' and urge that the 
standard be set at $5 per member family ." It is clearly ridiculous for 
there to be two separate Israel Campaigns centered at 838 Fifth Avenue, 
asking all of our congregations to put both the $5 Per Family and the ARZA 
Membership on the membership billings . No one in his right mind can under­
stand such duplication . In fact it was the very reason why you, Ira, first 
suggested that the $5 Per Family Campaign should be taken over by the World 
Union because you, as the one responsible for conducting both campaigns, 
realised that the efforts would be competitive, confusing and counterproductive. 

I have said to you, and I repeat, that had there been a consultation in 
January or February in the light of the context in which we find ourselves, 
namely a do or die effort for ARZA prior to the Congress, I might no L only 
have agreed, but would even have taken initiative to get the World Union 
l eadership to agree to forego the $5 Per Family Campaign and to put all the 
effort into ARZA. However, your failure to consult never gave the opportunity 
to coordinate. 

Another unfortunate aspect of the failure to coordi nate is the contents of 
the literature which has been distributed by ARZA. There are many inaccurate 
statements in the literature which has been produced and which, had the 
coordination process functioned, could have been corrected. I start with 
the most glaring: the green brochure which fortunately was seen by Paul Kushner 
prior to being sent out, but nevertheless was printed and would have been 
distributed had it not been for strong objections. After describing the 
situation with Rabbi Zemer, the brochure says "Rabbi Zemer' s difficulties are 
typical of what our Israel Movement faces until it receives full rights and 
recognition. Their strongest resource is ARZA, which is Reform Judaism's 
voice in the World Zionist Organization. Were it not for ARZA and the 
resolution on religious rights it sponsored at the 1978 World Zionist Congress, 
the Tel Aviv Municipal Council might never have resisted the threats of its 
Orthodox members , even in the face of legal action . 11 That statement is 
simply not true, and everyone knows it. Their strongest resource is not 
ARZA. There was no relationship between the Congress resolution or ARZA 
and the legal/political battle which the congregation and the \1/orld Union 
have waged for 12 years to get rights. As for Reform Judaism's voice in the 
World Zionist Organization, there are two voices. The World Union's voice 
and role in the WZO are prominent (represented incidentally by Alex Schindler 
and Dick Hirs ch) , but almost never does the ARZA literature mention this fact 
of two separate forms of organizational identity. And all Israel programs 
and achievements are placed in a setting as if ARZA is responsible for 
everything. The next statement is even more misleading: "We have the land. 
By renewing your ARZA membership now, you will be helping to build a Reform 
synagogue in Israel." Is any comment necessary as to the accuracy of this 
statement? 

Throughout ARZA's literature there is either a failure to mention the World 
Union or an underplaying of the World Union. For example, the brochure 
entitled "Let ARZA open the doors of Israel for you1

' says 11 Our Israel office 
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will contact the land operator and guide to make all the necessary arrange­
ments." !\That Israel office? Would it not have been just as easy to say 
"The office of the World Union" which is the reality of the situation, since 
it is the World Union office which has coordinated all of the efforts and is 
willing to do so in the future? Why not say so? 

The brochures state that ARZA supports the World Union for Progressive Judaism 
and contributes to the "building of Reform Judaism in Israel." Again, I say 
halevai. And hopefully the day will soon come when ARZA' s budget will support 
World Union programs in Israel. However, in the absence of any real tangible 
support to date, the failure to mention the World Union time and time again 
when it would be easy, fair and accurate to do so is deliberately misleading 
and fails to offer the kind of support, at least in writing, which would be 
conducive to ARZA chapters and members indeed gi ving support to the World 
Union and its various programs in Israel. 

There are many other aspects of content which, had a consultative process 
pertained, would have resulted in more accurate information on the Zionist 
Congress and perhaps more effective literature. 

You state, Ira, that putting ARZA on t he bills is good ultimately for the 
World Union's Israel Campaign, because it is clearly understood that the 
placing on the bills is a one-time request only, and that for the ensuing 
years those congregations who comply will be asked to transfer their billings 
to the $5 Per Family Campaign (or to the $10 Per Family Campaign, in consonance 
with the $10 billing request for ARZA). This commitment is reassuring, but 
it does not preclude the prior consultation and coordination which should 
have taken place. 

What to do? Obviously we cannot continue the way we have been going. The 
sad reality is that neither the ARZA campaign nor the Family Campaign nor 
the World Union fundraising campaigns are going well and none of us will have 
enough funds to operate or to fulfill our ongoing budgetary commitments to 
staff and program . We are confronted by a situation where a handful of us 
committed to identical goals, bound inextricably by interdependent institu­
tional frameworks - the UAHC, WUPJ and ARZA have permitted a competitive 
situation to develop which is a recipe for frustration. 

I repeat what I have said many times before. We have one common purpose. 
The separate organizational structures are merely a means to activate _ 
American Reform Jews to be concerned about Israel and world Jewry. Our 
objectives are ideological commitment, participation, financial support and 
the bringing to bear of our movement's impact on Israel and world Jewry. 
The only way for us to achieve those objectives, particularly confronted 
by the mass indifference of Reform Judaism's rabbinic and lay leadership, 
is to play as a team. 

I suggest that those members of the team who will be present at the CCAR 
get together in June in Jerusalem for a preliminary meeting and that we then 
convene a full meeting in September in New York at the time of the UAHC and . 
ARZA meetings. 

Ted, I recommend that you, as chairman of t he coordinating process, assume 
responsibility for setting the time and place of these meetings. 
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I MEMORANDUM I 

Theodore K. Broida Date 5/14/82 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Donald S. Day 

I have received your note concerning your discussion with Gerry Daniel. 
Let me respond. 

A/ I have oo objection to inviting him to Board meetings to bring a 
brief report. However, our past experience is that it is never 
brief. Please remember the Biennial. I know he will not be here 
in May, but we will certainly invite him in December. 

B/ I know Gerry would like to be an ex officio member of the UAHC 
Board, as he would all other Boards, HUC, CCAR, etc. He is dead 
wrong. There is no constitutional way of doing it. We could amend 
the Constitution to make the President of the World Union a member 
of the UAHC Board. Conceivably, the president of the World Union 
could be some one not from the United States and therefore not 
eligible under any circumstances. 

The fact is that we are a constituent of the World Union and enjoy status 
on his Board. The World Union is not a constituent of the Union and 
should not be granted ex officio status on our Board. 

At one point in the past, the Nominating Committee asked Gerry Daniel (prior 
to his presidency of the World Union) to be a member of the UAHC Board. He 
turned them down and urged them to appoint Ruth, which we did. What he 
now proposes is that Mrs. Daniel should sit on the Board in an elected 
spot and he should have ex officio status. I think it is chutzpah. 

I am perfectly willing to invite the president of the World Union on a 
regular basis to attend our Board meetings. The reality is that Gerry 
does anyway, because he accompanies Ruth. Ad personam is one thing. 
Officially, it does not make sense. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEWYORK, N.Y.10021 (212) 249-0100 

.. 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel Tel. 234-748, 232-444 . ',t, 
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I, 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Mr. G. Daniel, 
Polly Park Road, 
Rye, N. Y. 10580 

Dear Gerry, 

9th May, 1982 

Thanks for your letter of April 29, 1982. In response to your question, 
I, Steve Schafer and Allan Levine went to Akiva Levinsky last year to ask 
for a larger allocation for the UAHC Youth Department. He tried the tactic 
of putting together all of the contributions which were received by the 
entire Reform movement, namely: the Union's Youth Division, the HUC-JIR 
(which receives at least $50,000 annually from the Jewish Agency and $50,000 
from the Joint), the World Union and ARZENU. He said that collectivel y, 
the Reform movement was already receiving a significant sum of money. I 
told him that it was not fair to do that, and that if he were to put together 
our Reform contributions that way, then he should do likewise with the 
Orthodox. The reference in my memo of April 22 is that in response to my 
criticism that he had not provided us with the information which he had 
originally committed his staff to provide, he said that I had convinced him 
in that meeting last year that he should not look at the total contributions 
received for the Reform movement; so since he had not used the collective 
approach for the Reform, he did not want to use the collective approach with 
the Orthodox. 

Of course Akiva's approach is gratuitous and evasive. There is no question 
that there are vast swns of money wh i ch ar e goi ng to Orthodox institut i ons 
from many Agency-WZO departments, some of which I am convinced Akiva does 
not even know about himself, since he has never taken a good look at it. 

We are beginning to build pressure and I do believe that it will result not 
only in our getting a significant contribution for the Youth Hostel, but also 
for the purposes of the entire Reform movement as well. The Youth Hostel 
request for $1,000,000 is to come before the Jewish Agency Executive at its 
meeting in June, and I have been buildi ng support for it. Thi s is a very 
delicate matter, and I want to coordinate all the relationships myself, i n 
order that there should be no missteps. 

Special note to the others who are receiving copies of this letter: I did 
manage to secure copies of what is known as the "Internal Budget" of both 
the Agency and the WZO and met with Merle Kohn for about an hour and a half 
to go over the various items in the budget; also am meeting wi th two of hi s 
accountants. Unfortunately, in this "Internal Budget" too there is not 
nearly enough detail and so we wi ll not be able to get a compl ete picture. 
Mer l e wi l l work on i t (we agreed on an hour y f ee) and when Ira is here 
wil l give us a prelimi nary report. However, we shall have to keep digging. 
I have some other meet i ngs scheduled i n the meant i me. 
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I have ~pent many hours trying to figure out the actual expenditures of both 
the Jewish Agency and the WZO, as per my letter to Levinsky of January 29, 
1982. It is such a mess and is so complicated with each department having 
its own arrangements with Orthodox institutions, and the treasurer and the 
chainnan each having his own arrangements and with special arrangements 
between the Israeli government and the Agency-WZO, that it is impossible 
to find a consistent pattern. I am convinced that no one, including the 
chairman and the treasurer, knows the actual sum-total of amounts given to 
the various institutions. All I do know is that we are talking about tremen­
dous sums of money. Included in the various arrangements, believe it or not, 
are Israeli government funds sent through the WZO-Jewish Agency to Orthodox 
yeshi vas abroad. It is such a can of worms that actually it is quite 
frightening. This of course is on top of whatever arrangements have been 
made with the Aguda and NRP for government funds to Orthodox institutions 
in Israel. Speaking personally, I do not begrudge Israeli government or 
WZO-Jewish Agency funds going for Orthodox Jewish education and youth work. 
However, it should be done in systematic, orderly, open transactions on the 
basis of real merit and not on the basis of political deals, and there should 
be equitability among all movements. There should also be strict accounta­
bility. None of the above exists. This should be a source of great concern 
to us. 

In addition, a good deal of money is being given to sustain institutions 
which are anti-Zionist. It is a paradox that among the institutions heavily 
supported are those whose students throw stones on the Ramot road and who 
actively preach anti-Zionism, in Israel and abroad. 

Gerry, I agree with you. Eventually we shall have to go to the Jewish Agency 
leadership in the United States, but we should do so in a responsible and 
constructive fashion and this requires getting as much information as possible 
as well as organising the non-Israeli lay leadership to ask the right 
questions. Will talk to you about this when you are here. 

cc. Mrs. Raquel Newman-Naymark 
Rabbi Roland Gittelsohn 

/ Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Mr. Theodore Broido 
Rabbi Ira Youdovin 

Bivracha, 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

CLIFTON AVENUE. CINCINNATI, OHIO 45220 

The Honorable Teddy Koll ek 
Mayor of Jerusalem 
Municipality of J erusalem Bldg. 
J erusalem, Israel 

Dea~ Teddy: 

April 23, 1980 

It was good to r eceive your letter of Nissan 
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Safdie on April 27th in Boston. Be­

to put certain express needs up front; 
Dick has our view very clearly 

Safdie will be a very fruitful one . 

I was rea 
ing of th 
climate t 
history wh 

that you are ma·ing progress in the planning and build-
• This is hardly the best of times in terms of economic 

s antial commitments , but then I can't remember in recent 
ropitious . 

We are very much enjoying our new campus in New York, and I extend a heartfelt 
invitation to you to come and visit us at One West Fourth Street, which is 
located on the western edge of the NYU campus . The building is one of these rare 
phenomena which was planned well , built on time, had little overage in projected 
costs and is mostly paid for. I can only pray, and since I am in the business I 
can say that freely, that whatever we undertake in Jerusal em will move as smoothly 
and as expeditiously under your firm direction. I think we have a chance of doing 
just that. 

With thanks for your good wishes and warmes t r eciprocal regards , I remain , 

Yours sincerely, 

AG:rws Professo~ Alfred Gottschalk 
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Dr. Alfred Gottschalk 
President 
Hebrew Union College 
Clifton Avenue 
Cincinnati, 20, Ohio 

Dear Fred: 

Nissan 29, 5740 
April 15 , 1980 

I was sorry not to be in Jerusalem last month when you 
were here with your Board of Governors . I understand 
from Ezra Spicehandler that the meetings went well and 
that the formalities relating to the land have been 
finalized. 

I want to urge you to proceed with the planning work, as 
I understand you intend to, as expeditiously as possible. 
This week Moshe Safdie was here, together with the top 
brass of the Rouse Company, who we hope are going to build 
the Mamilla Project. 

We are making progress in this part of the city which will 
be greatly enhanced by your campus. I also believe that 
the next few years will be a good time to build in terms 
of the building industry. 

I look forward to hearing from you on the progress you 
are making. 

With best wishes for the success of your undertaking, and 
warm personal regards, I remain 

Yours sincerely, 

TK/fm Teddy Kollek 
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Jerusalem, Israel 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

Tel. 234-748, 232-444 .,i., 

Mr . ·Raphael Kotlowitz~ ·. 
Dept. ·. of Aliyah & Kli tah, . 
w.z.o., 
P.O . B. 92, '. 

.Jerusalem· 

. Dear Raphael~ · 

o 111 1,nn ·n, 
0 1?\!1111 

29th · April, 1981 

I am in . receipt .of your . letter · to ·. me of March 16 which ··arrived du:dng my 
absence abroad, in response to my letter to .you of March 4. 

Your letter· is .not at .all ' satisfactory. I was:~given .to ·understand that there 
are written· instructions regarding converts gi'ven to . the · shlichim. You 
yourself showed· me some written · ·document at· the meeting in Caesarea~ I would 
therefore appreciate ·. receiving a copy of everything which the shaliach rec­
eives in writing, including the material prepared by the Ministry of the 
Interior or other_ government agencies. 

We continue to receive reports ·. of shlichim around the· world who ask probing 
questions of Reform and Conservative .converts and make . statements .which are 

.. contrary to · Israeli law. : . For your information I enclose an excerpt of the 
statement .of _the Minister of Justice Shapira speaking on .behalf of the 
government . representi_ng the · official_ government policy and delivered in the · 
Knesset in .February of 1970",, •. We continue to · .. receive ::reports that the shlichim 
are not instructed ·properly in this matter~ 

Even · in your letter .there are a .number of ·matters which clearly do not reflect 
Israeli law. For example~ · the statement that "The·. question of conversion 
arises when · the applicant .comes from a non-Jewish · family · and is not married to 
a Jewish · partner" is not :accurate. We know of many instances · where the issue 
has arisen · when the non-Jew is married to a Jewish · partner. Another example 
is the last paragraph . in your letter: '.'We request, . in addition, that the shaliach 
explain that according to ·. the · law as it is today i~1 Israel, .the ' Chief Rabbinate 
has jurisdiction ove·r personal status and within tnis jurisdiction it rec_og­
nizes · only conversions which were performed. by a Rabbinical Beth · Din, according 
to · the Hahchic Code." Standing by itself, this is not an accurate statement. 
The Chief Rabbinate ·has juris.diction over personal status only of .persons who 
come to ·. it to .. desire its . services. The Chief Rabbinate · has not been ass_i gned 
with · responsibility . by the State for determining who is a Jew. 

We therefore recommend the · adoption of a written policy statement which should 
reflect the · laws · of the State · of Israel. · I was told that there was such a 
statement already prepared, .but if, as you say, there is no official statement, 
then . the best way to .handle this matter would indeed be to .. prepare one . We 

.wpuld be glad to ·. make . comments · on it qefore it is officially- adopted. I 
believe that such a statement would be . in the best interests .. of your department, 
would eliminate the potential areas of conflict between the shaliach and Reform 



and Conservative rabbis, · ~d would be :to · the ' best ·interests .of potential 
olim as .well~ 

Bivracha, 

Rabbi ' Richard G, Hirsch 

.. cc. Mr . . Leon Dulzin 
Representatives of .Refonn .and Conservative .movements . 

enc. Statement made in the Knesset on 10th· February, 1970',, '. 

i 
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The response of the Minister· of Justice Yaakov Shimshon Shapira, indicated 
the reason why the words "according to Halacha" had been specifically and 
consciously omitted. 

Speaking on behalf of the Government, Mr. Shapira declared: 

"Much has been said here, and in great measure correctly, that paragraph 
4b (of the proposed amendment) says: "For purpose of this law, a Jew 
is a person born of a Jewish mother or who has converted, and is not a 
member of another religion", that this is essentially the same as the 
directives of the Minister of Interior of January 10, 1960. This is 
correct, but not entirely correct. For there it .is written "who converted 
according to Halacha" and here the phrase "according to Halacha" is 
omitted. It is completely clear and t he reason is extremely simp le . 
There are numerous Jewish communities .... How much do we know about 
Jewish communities in the Caucasus, for example? But we do know that 
there are Liberal, Conservative and Reform Jews of all kinds and that 
they perform conversions. Therefore I (as Minister of Justice) do 
not want to fix Halachot nor am I authorized to fix Halachot. We 
therefore say that whoever comes with any certificate of conversion from 
any Jewish community, as long .as he does not profess another religion, 
will be accepted as a Jew. What is the meaning of accepting him as 
a 'Jew? He will enjoy all the rights of the Law of Return, he will be 
registered in his identity card as a Jew." (Knesset Record p.781). 

I 

The above position of the Government was confirmed in a private meeting with 
Prime Minister Golda Meir, in the course of which the Prife Minister gave 
assurances that the State had no intenti on of intervening in the convers ion 
procedures of the Diasp_ora. For the purpose of Aliyah and the Law .of Return, 
the definition of the respective movements in the Diaspora would be accepted. 
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13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel 

Office of Exocutlvo Director 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

Tel. 234-748, 232-444 . ',i., 

Dear Colle_agues within the World Union and ARZENU, 

13 111 170i1 '"7 

0'7'tll7' 

'28th April, 1981 

Enclosed is a letter I wrbte .yesterd_ay .to ·Arye Dulzin. The · letter . is 
$elf-explanatory. I am .sending it to you because I believe that we 

·are now at .the ·. initial stages·· of a fight which will involve :all of us 
for . some time. The issue is . clea:rly·. related . to · the .political situation. 
Most ·parties ·· prefer ' the ·. status quo, do .not want .elections and .fear t hat 
the Reform . and Conservative movements will .begin .to play a great~r · role 
than heretofore in the -WZO. ,. There .seems ·. to .'be every indic.ation that 
there are a coalition of forces .at work which include .the Orthodox, 
the · Likud ·groups . and . some members of . the Confederation . . ·of the 
Confederation .members of the . Executive of .the· wzo, I believe that Mrs. , 
Faye Schenk .and .Avram ·. Avichai are with .us and .see the . broader picture . 
The. others . do . not . • 

At .the ·same time~ I am .sending .you other· matters related to · our concerns, 
including correspondence with . Raphael · Kotlowitz ·, ·. head of .the WZO's 

•. Department of Aliyah and .Klitah. 

Bivracha~ 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
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13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel 

Office of Executive Director 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

Tel. 234-748, 232-444 .?1' 

Mr. Arye Dulzin, Chairman, 
World Zionist ·· Organization, 
P.O. B. 92, • 
Jerusalem 

Dear Leon, 

13 111 1,ni1 •n, 
□ '?\'-111' 

27th April, 1981 

I am dictating this letter to you immediately following today's meeting 
of the Executive of the WZO. 

I was deeply disturbed by the tone of the meeting, also the clear feeling 
that t hose who spoke .about "double .representatfon" ·had obviously had 
discussions on this matter .beforehand and that you had been· involved in 
these discussions and were personally sympathetic to the . position expressed. 

In order to prevent any misunderstandings, I am hereby reiterating the · 
position which I took both at the meeting and with you personally afterwards. 
The issue of "double representation" is· motivated primarily by political 
considerations and is unrelated to · the original motivations for the 
affiliation of the world religious bodies with · the ·.wzo and the · subsequent 
organization by Conservative and Reform Jews of independent Zionist parties. 

You yourself, both ·. because of your personal predilections and in your position 
as · chairman, were .supportive of the efforts to affiliate the World Union 
for Progressive Judaism with the WZO and also to . organize . ARZA-ARZENU. In 
fact, ·to · your great credit, . you saw the potential and in almost every step 
of the way to.ok initiative to facilitate the affiliation process. 

You said in today's meeting that . you are primarily concerned about the 
"double representation" on the Executive of the WZO. It is therefore important 
to · reconstruct the history of "representat_ion" on the Executive. 

In 1968, three rabbis representative of the three majo; st~~ains were added 
to the American Section on an ad personam ·basis. In .f972· I "was asked by 
Louis Pincus and the Executive to .become the representative of the .Reform 
Movement on the American Section and was elected at the World Zionist Congress 
in 1972-. . In 1973, · when we .were contemplating aliyah, Chairman Pincus an·d the 
Executive reaffirmed, prior .tomy aliyah, that I would continue to serve on 
the Executive in Jerusalem. After. having served on the Executive both · in 
New York and Jerusalem, and after discussions with .you, Louis Pincus, Charlotte 
Jacobson and othefs, we : initiated the. process of affiliating the World Union 
for Progressive Judaism. • As you know, that process took o·ver two years and 
was no·t consummated until the official affiliation in January of 1976. The 
only change in WZO Executive representation made as a result of the · wuPJ 
affiliat.ion was that in addition to a seat on the Executive in Jerus alem 
(which we · already had by virtue of my presence), we · received another seat 



in an observer status in .New · York (Rabbi Schindler). It is important to note 
that even .before .we completed. the process of the . World Union's affiliation, 
there was some discussion .about adding a representative of the· Reform Movement 
to the· American Section on the · groun.ds that the American Section should reflect 
the · character· of American Jewry and that it was therefore essential to have 
someone sitting in .New York .representative of Reform Judaism. 

The · other consequence, representationally speaking, of the World Union's 
affiliation was that in .keeping with . the pattern which had been established 
for all international organizations, the Reform movement received 5 delegates 
at the Vaad Hapoel and 15 delegates . at the · Congress, with · the understan.ding 
that there would be .no right · ·to vote : on issue·s affecting personnel. The • 

. reason . for this was '. accepted by ·. all, · namely that since· the World Union for 
Progressive Judaism· did not participate in the · voting process, it had no 
~fght to · "reap the benefits" of the · voting process; · 

To summarize·. this first stage, the sum total of the "benefit" ·.of the · WUPJ 
affiliation in terms of .representation · on the Executive -was the addition of 
an observer on the New York executive. · Is this a "majhT issue" which now 
requires deliberation and debate? · 

The · .first group to ·. look with approval on the World Union affiliation was the 
MizrachL . I still · recall that immediately following the · announcement of our 
intended affiliation, the Mizr·achi representatives· on the Executive, · 
specifically · Rabbi Mordechai Kirshblum and Rabbi Emanuel · Rackman announced 
that . they .were in the ·· process of encouraging the World Conference of Synagogues 
and Kehilot (the · closest equivalent of ·the· World Union . for Progressive Judaism) 
to affiliate ·. with · the · WZO likewise. · Obviously at the time they looked upon 
the. World Union affiliation as a positive contribution and saw no dupl1cation 
or "double ·. representation" in . there being both a Mizr·achi (an. independent 
group of Orthodox Jewish Zionists) and ·an international organization repres­
enting Orthodox synagogues. It is important to .remember that the steps to 
affi°Iiate ·. the Orthodox World Conference of Synagogues and .Kehilot were 
initiated long before anyone ever thought · of o·rg.anizihg an ARZA-ARZENU within 
the :Reform Movement. It was only aft.er the Re.form and Conservative began to 
organize·. an individual, independent Zionist movement from within their 
respective · groups that the Mizrachi and other groups suddenly .began to talk 
about '.'double representation". If . the concep·t of two · forms of ·affiliation 
within a religious movement was . invalid, why did not.A he Mizr·achi . represen-
• tatives prevent it from within .their own : group? 

The .next stage was the development of what eventually became ARZA in the 
United Stat.es~ Kadima in Canada, Pro-Zion in England and Australia, DZA in 
South Africa and WG in Holland -- and the est.ablishment of the Brit Olamit 
ARZENU. You .personally were involved in every step alo?g the · way and gave 
every encouragement .to· the· developments. In fact, after . the · elections took 
place . before·. the 29th Congress and ARZA had received 9 seats:, it was you who 
first took initiative ·to .. suggest · that the parties with · which you were affi­
liated would provide three··.·addi tional . seats · in order -to make · .. the . quota· of 
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12 for a "siah". You . strongly recommended . at the · time that we ·. should remain 
independent of any other· group . and that you would .see ·. to ·. it that the · three 
additional Congress mandates woilld ·be provided "without any strings attached". 
After· conside·r~ng the matter and after .reviewing . it with ·. other p·olitical 

_ groupings, we . decided ·. to . f0llow your . advice, and we : then · began the · process 
of establishing a "siah11

• and waiting . to ·. hear from you conc.erning who · the 
three · additional mandates would oe· . • A delegation met · with ·. you .before the · 
opening of the Congress, and was told that· the three additional mandates 
would indeed . be . g'iven~ l;>.ut only with ·. "strings attached". It ·was only after 
that great disappointment (which ~ileverthel.ess • was a ·valuable learning 
expe.rience) that the ARZA delegation accepted the · offer of the · Labo.ur Movement 
to · fulfill · the · very conditions which you had ·originally proposed, namely 
the · addition of three mandates "without strings· attached". • Labour kept its . 
word and it was clearly understood . that the · ·affiliation would .be limited to 
the · period of the · Congress itselL • Immediately after the · Congress, a letter · 
was written to you by' Rabbi ·_ Roland Gi ttelsohn notifying you .·that the Labour­
ARZA . relationship ·was discontinued·. Evef since, · there has . been no formal 
.relationship between· ARZA and the Labour Movement, · and in the ' ineantime the 
Brit Olamit ARZENU has been · established· and _considers itself · completely 

. independent. • 

Raising the · issue of "double .representation" is con-t~ary .to · everything which · 
you and the more . enl_ightened leade;rship of the WZO have . stood for, ·namely the· 
opening up and expansion of the Zionist Movement in order to .pursue the obj­
ective of making theWZO the most democratic, comprehensive .representative / 

group in worlci · Jewry . . This ·was the significance of the thri.lst · of the 
Caesarea· meetings and of .everything which .you .and we have ;been saying publicly. 
The affiliation :of .the Conservative and Reform movements gives the· world 
Zionist · Organization access · orgariizationally · to ·. an addit'ional three million 
Jews who ·are .potential members of the -WZO and this :access should be opened 
widely and every means .be utilized to affiliate ·. as many of these Jews as 
possible. The discussion which . took place today will .set in motion a process 
which will · result ine)r,itably in :extended bickering, .perhaps lead to . a court 
test, ·. ~d will inject divisiveness and sap the · strength . of the effort to . 
expand. Instead .of .generating a momentum for estab.lishing the · WZO as the 
all-inclusive body of World ·Jewry, ;i.t will set in proces·s a reverse trend of 
keeping the· wz0 an -exclusive :club for the ' present membership who are interested 
in . re.taini_ng their power. 

p 
I urge you .to .reconsider the ·· raising of this issue at~this time, and also to · 
des.ist from .personal support of. those · whose view of the WZO is short-s_ighted 
and narrow. : It is inconsistent with . the . historic role ·which .you personally 
have ·played and I believe would be deleterious both . to ·. the· zionist movement 
c;l.Jld to · your own leadership position. 

Bivracha~ 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch . 
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ISSISSIPPI AVENUE AT TWELFTH STREET 

Rabbi Ri chard G. Hirsch 
World Unio n For Progressive Judaism 
13 Ki n g David Street 
7 erusalem , Israel 

Dear Di ck: 

• DAVENPORT, IOWA 52803 • TELEPHONE 326-4419 

Mar ch 13th, 1981 

It is always good hearing from you. Of course we are kept well­
informed about your activities through various publications. Every 
time I see your picture I wonder how you still look like a col lege 
student while I no longer even 01,n a comb. Well, with the price of 
haircuts ma ybe I am the one wh o has the advantage! 

Wi th reference to the situation at the Aliyah Center, I delayed 
communicating with you at the request of the individual invol ved . 
Alth ough I emphasized the importance o f the issue, Patricia does not 
wish to be a "test case." In fact, she no longer has a desire to make 
Aliy ah. She explained that even if she "wins" she is not prepared for 
futu re difficulties with government officials and certainly is not 
desiro us of being in the public eye. I understand but cannot agree. 
On the other hand , as Tevye would say, given Patricia's attitu de I feel 
that she would not be a good test case. She would not be coo perative 
,nd , bas ed on some of her past actions, I am afraid that if she did 

- ~ursue this she would back off at the last moment and cause embarrassment 
to us all. 

As one who likes to look at t he positive side of an issue I think 
the above information can really help make our point. It would appe ar 
that othe r rabbis are aware of situations where individuals are inti midated • 
bJ people in "official" positions and because they ;=ncounter difficulty 
merely ba ck o ff or pursue other interests. The go~ernment has no r ecord 
of these people and, when questioned, they can merely respond that they 
have no record of any problem. 

would it be possible to initiate some "class action" where a group 
of us wo uld present documentation for cases that never arrived at the 
point of being officially processed since they were squelched at some 
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lower level? The government surely says it has not refused to process 
requests f rom non-Orthodox converts. We can agree and then additionally 
show that individuals were turned away before they even had a chance to 
make form al requests. 

The situation is similar to the defense set forth in some of our 
civil rights cases. A school system may claim that it does not dis­
criminate against blacks. The records will show that not one bl ack 
~hild was ever mistreated. The records will also show that no black 
~hildren were even allowed in the school system. I am suggestin g that 
these are analogous situations. What do you think? Is the logic sound? 

In any case I am willing to help in any way you may suggest. 
do not communicate by letter I will plan to visit with you at the 
in June. Th e entire Benjamin family will be in Jerusalem. 

Rega rds to Bella. 

~, 

Rabbi Robert M. Benjamin 

RMB/be 

MEMORANDUM from Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

Another example of how hard it is to get test cases. 
I believe it is at least nine months since we first heard 
about thi s case from Robert Benjamin. 

If we 
CC AR 
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Professor Michael L. Klein 
,~cti ng Dean 
~ebrew Union Colleqe 
Jewish Insti tute of Religion 
13 Kina David Street 
Je rusalem 94101 

Dear Professor Klein, 

March 18, 1981 

Due to an oversi ght because your letter dated 22 .2.81 moved around 
between the Labour Party headquar ters and my office, I regret that 
I did not reply to you . 

The stand I took in the Labour Party Conference was in my m'ln name 
and had nothing whatsoever to do with the CCC, in which organizati on 
eve ry member is free to hold and express his or her own views on the 
various issues . 11hat I was opposed to in the conference was an 
attempt to depart from Shimon Peres' Toronto declaration . This, in 
fact, was a point that he made later during his intervention in the 
debate. In my view nonn 1'<? il ::i 11n no::in • He had to be mindfu1 
of the sensitivity of the subject, particularly so far as the 
Oriental community is concerned, and of the ela::toral effects of a 
move which would go further than what the general consensus wants 
at t his point . You i'li,11 have noticed that when, during the debate, 
an amendment was introduced to recognize civil marriage, it was 
defeated by an overwhelming majority . 

I believe that we made a very consi derable advance and it was wr ong 
tactics t o try to aspire to more than could be achieved at this poi nt 
because it could well have been counter- productive . It seems to me 
that in this case the poli cy of shooting a Turk and l'}!laxing is a 
wise one. 

I belie ve it is important that we make progress, but I would not want 
i t to be made at the risk of splitting the Jewi sh people . This was 

continued ... 
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the basis of David Ben Gurion's policy over the years. Within 
this framework, in my view, a considerable advance has been made, 
both vl"ithin the context of the political parties and - I know 
for a fact - within the context of public opinion. 

With best wishes. 

CH:aa 

Yours sincerely, 
I 

cl~i H~rzog ~' .___,. 

cc: Dr. A. Gottschalk, President, HUC-JIR 
\/Rabbi R. Hirsch, Executive Director, WUPJ 



Professor Alfred Gottschalk 
President 

Hebrew Union Co lege 
3101 Clifton Avenue 
Cincinnati , Ohio 45 ??8 
U . S .A. 

Dear Alfred , 

'Thank you for your kind letter of February 9 ,· 19 81. 

, 
,. I 

P.O. Box 394 
Herzliya 
Tsrael 

March ? , 1981 

Tt was not easy to get our conference to approve the idea of an appropriate 
status for all trends in Jewish religious experience . As you will know by 
now, the idea of " equality" was no t accepted. 1 do not think tha t this ls 
a great shortcoming since r doubt whether the Reform or Conservative 
Jewish movements want to have. an establishment including a chief rabbin ­
ate and other manifestations of establis hment status in orthodoxy. The 
important t ng is that our party wou ld b e commit ted to enact l eg islation 
under whi ch the Re.form and Conservative movements could operate fr eely 
without the harassments arising from the traditional discriminat ion. 

rt was good to work closely with Dick Hirsch in this matter . I know that 
with his intimate knowledge of Tsrae l po itics he be ieves that t he result 
that we achieved is generally satisfa ctory, nor do tt-iink that it is the 
end of the road. 

Warm regards, 

' , 
, , \ ... ... 

ABBA EBAN 
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VERBATIH EXTRACT FROH MEETING ADDRESSED BY SHIHON PERES, 17th MARCH 1981 

Ta"De did not nick up the question 'lay Hr, Malcolm Slowe 

FolJ.owin:": is ,~hat M.r9 Peres replied: 

Well, we cannot help recognition, "but equality depend.a upon you. Come already 

to the country, nnd ~e as lar~e as the other · syna~o~es are, and then you will 

reach eq_uality. We are for respecting the ri~ht of every Israeli Citizen to 

uorship the Lord in the way he feels fit, yet we are careful not to o:vide 

ou.r nation; an.~, you know, it took Moses forty years to orosa the desert and 

re".ch the Land. We are havin~ our forty years, not to eross a physical desert, 

but t o cross mm a division of a people, and au.ild ~ people out of the~, wt 

we respect all streams, all currents in .Jewish life, ana that was the lhti:xml 

decision adopted. by our Convention just a couple of months ago. 

l 
NORTH WESTERN REFORM SYNAGOGUE 

/ : 1 -·✓JI.J,-{t:' r ' 

,?'-..,'/t-.j ('" c. l ,) (. 

Alyth Gardens, N.W.11 

01 - 455 6763 

~Me~~~~ 
~·PAw~ 

'f 
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Rabbi Alexander Schin~ r 
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( ) Approval (x) Your information 
( ) Initials ( ) Your comnient 

( ) Correction ( ) Handle directly 

( ) Filing ( ) Immediate action 

( ) As requested ( ) Note and return 

( ) See me ( ) Read and destroy 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

13 111 1':mn •n1 13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel Tel. 234-748, 232-444 .,v tJ'?\!117' 

Office of Executiwe Director 

MEMORANDUM 

from: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

to: World Union and ARZENU leadership 

subject: Update on the Rights Issue. 

Wednesday, 10th December, 1980 

We have been working with the various parties in the Israel Knesset to formulate 
a "declarative" law which will affirm in general terms the equality of all 
movements within Judaism in the State of Israel. At least two formulations of 
the law have been made , one by MK Mordechai Wirshubski. His is supported 
formally by Shinui, Independent Liberals, Citizens Rights Movement (Shulamit 
Aloni) and Mapam. In addition, many individual members of the Knesset have 
indicated their support of legislation of this kind. MK Avram Katz-Oz, of the 
Labour Party and a representative of Ihud Hakvutzot Vehakibbutzim, has formulated 
similar l_egislation. 

On Monday December 8 a press conference was convened by representatives of the 
above parties (pembers of the Labour Party and of the Liberals in the coalition 
indicated thei~upport but were not able to be present), and representatives of 
the Reform and Conservative movements. Separate statements were issued by each 
of the parties and also by the Conservative and Reform movements ~parately. 
Enclosed are copies of the press clippings . Considerable attention was given 
to the proposed l_egislation by the public media . 

Following the press conference , representatives of the Conservative and Reform 
movements met with the caucus of the Labour Party in the Knesset and received 
their agreement to recommend that their members approve of referring the proposed 
legislation to the Committee, · with the understanding that there wo·uld be freedom 
o·f vote on the basis of conscience. This step by ·the Labour Party was most 
reassuring and shows their sensitivity to our concerns following the severe 
critidsin of their position duri_ng the passage of the Chief Rabbinate Law. 

Aka meeting late yesterday, the members of the Knesset who support the bill 
decided to delay presentation to the Knesset for a two-week period until after 
the Labour Party convention, in order that there will be enough members of the 
Knesset on the floor to support referral to the Committee . 

• 
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• • Translation of proposed legislation by MK Wirshubski 

Basic Law: Equality of Movements within the Jewish Religion 

1. In this basic law - "a Movement within Judaism" is every one of the following: 
a) The rabbinic movement - Orthodox 
b) The traditional movement - Conservative 
c) The progressive movement - Reform. 

2. a) ·There is no discrimination between movements in Judaism. 
b) Details concerning the assuring of equality between the movements in 

Judaism will be established in law. 

3. a) In every law which is open to divergent interpretations, the interpretation 
which is more likely to implement the equality between the movements is 
preferable. • ' 

b) Any legislative directive which is accepted following the· acceptance of 
this basic law and negates or changes any directive in it is nullified, 
except if it .receives a majority of 80 members of the Knesset in every 
st_age of the· l_egislative process. 

4. Sub-paragraphs (2), (3) and (6) of paragraph 2 of the Chief Rabbinate Law of 
1980 are nullified. 

Translation of l _egislation proposed by Avram Katz-Oz, MK : 

The Law of Equal Rights for Movements ·within Judaism 

1. Movements within Judaism includi_ng the Orthodox, · Conservative and Reform 
movements and others. 

2. Discrimination between the movements in Judaism is forbidden, since it n_egates 
the spirit of the State of Israel and its Declaration of Independence. 

3. The Minister of Religious Affairs, with the authorization of the Committee of 
Constitution and Law of the · Knesset, · will issue regulations for equality in the 
budgeting of resources , financing and .services of religion, rights of religious 
in.stitutions, etc., which will ·assure equality between the various movements 
within Judaism~ 

4. In every place in the existing legislation where the word "Jew" is used, the 
interpretation of "Jew" will be ·as defined by every movement within the 
Jewish people , including the Reform and Conservative movements. 
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Executive Director 
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Jerusalem, 1 Tevet 5741 
8 December 1980 

RELEASE 

The Movement for Progressive Judaism urges support of the Basic Law for equality 

of all movements within Judaism, which will be brought to_ the Knesse~ on Wednesday 

(3 Tevet 5741, 10 December 1980) (attached, Wirshubsky) . 

.... 
The Movement for Progessive Judaism, which is non-political, wil l support the 

recognition of pluralism in Judaism and will encourage every initiation for legis ­

lation in this direction (including the private bill of Member of Knesset Avraham 

Katz-Oz) . 

The Movement for Pr_ogressive Judaism does · not require rec_ognition of its existence 

because , since its inception, Judaism has always recognized diverse, even con­

flicting, movements within its ranks . Millions of Jews in the more than twenty­

five countries throughout the world who belong to the Reform and Conservative 

Movements comprise the overwhelming majority of religiously identified Jews. But 

these non-Orthodox movements are discriminated against in Israel and their rabbis 

are not authorized to perform rabbinic functions nor do they receive governmental 

support for the religious services they offer . A law for equality for all move­

ments within Judaism will unify the Jewish people and draw Jews closer to tradition. 

It will enhance freedom of religion for all in its Declaration of Independence . 

The State of Israel which aspires to serve as a spiritual center for the entire 

Jewish people must reflect in its policies the character and values of the entire 

Jewish people. 

13 King David St. Jerusalem 94 IOI D''.JWll' ,13 711 1'.JDil :11n1 
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PROPOSAL FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE WZO AND THE REORGANIZATION 
' 

• OF THE JEW I SH AGENCY 

A. Objective 

The objective is to establish terins of reference for a review of the 
principles governing the partnership between the WZO and the Diaspora 
organizations comprising the Reconstituted Jewish Agency since 1971. 

8. Historic Framework 

The basic changes in the world Jewish situation since the founding of the 
WZO in 1897 and the W.W.II Holocaust are: 

1. The existence of Israel and its accepta~.e as central to the 
survival of the Jewish People. 

2. The threat to the survival of Judaism in the face · of the 
assimilation process. 

C. Common Tasks 

1. There are today no basic differences between the objectives of 
the WZO and the non-WZO groups in the Re~onstituted Agency. 

2. On the contrary, there is general agreement in both groups on 
the historic aims of Zionism concerning: 

a) The centrality of Tsrael. 
b) The importance of Jewish Education. 
c) The need to involve t he young ge ne(a t.foii ;n support ~ .c T - - 1 u , ~ ..., • a,..,_ • • 

d) The importance of aliya froni a 11 Diaspora la nds . 

3. Of crucial importance i s the fact that the Israeli political party 
structure, as reflected i n the WZO, is totally ir relevant to the 
overwhelming portion of Diaspora Jewry seeking to establish 
meaningful ties with Israel. It is therefore timely that the WZO 
and non-WZO partners re-assess the nature of their relationships 
within the framework of the Reconstituted Jewish Agency and draw 
operational conclusions. 



Regui red Changes 

1. The WZO-Jewish Agency o~ a new Zionist entity must make it possible 
for all Jews, who subscribe to the aims of the 1968 Jerusalem 
Program, to register as members without necessarily · identifying 
with any of the existing Zionist parties in particular, or the 
Israeli political party structure in general. 

2. Contributors to the UJA or KEREN HAYESOD who sign the Jerusalem 
Program should be enabled to organize themselves into independent 
groups, on a geographic basis, within a broadened and reorganized 
WZO-Agency structure or, if not feasible, within a new Jewish 
Zionist Movement for Israel. 

E. Levels of Affiliation 

l. Awareness: expressed through participation in general activities 
of the Movement including fund-raising on the local or international 
branch levels. 

2. Involvement: expressed through persona1..-.and family conm,i tment to 
Jewish-Zionist education; active leadership in decision-making 
and implementation of policies, programs and activities of the 
Movement: 

3. Identification: expressed through personal and/or family aliy~ to 
Israel resulting from association with the Movement. 

F. Functions of the broadened WZO-Agency of new Movement 

l. Functions in the Diaspora 

a) Jewish Education, formal and informal, with a positive 
orientation to the aims of Zionism, 

' • 

b) Information, where the focus should be on the history and 
goals of Zionism rather than the institutional structure 
of th e State of Israel ; 

c) Vol unteeri sm and Youth Work - The wide spectrum of activities 
and projects in vol ving overseas Jewish youth in learning and 
living situations in Israel should be selectively organized 
for each Diaspora community, 

d) Faculty and Academia - Better coordination should be achieved 
between the new Movement and the various bodies dealing with 
the campus and professional groups in the Diaspora. 

., ,•I 



2. Functions in Israel 
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a) Immigration and Absorption, the latter to be administered 
a1ong the lines proposed by the HOREV Commission Report. 

I 

b) Agricultural Settlement, especially in the sparsely 
populated areas in the Galilee, Negev, and Pithat Shalom. 

c) Youth Care and Training, to serve as a bridge between 
,· the aliya of the children and others in the family. 

d) Urban Absorption-in-depth, especially the neighborhoods 
of Project Renewal and group absorption schemes in 
urban frameworks. 

G. Structure 

To establish a new broadly-based WZO-Agency or new Movement, the 
following principles or organization should be applied: 

1. Decentralization of Authority and Admi1:2-istration -
The Diaspora should be divided into countries and/or regions 
with operative authority decentralized on a territorial and 
functional basis. 

2. A World Executive located in Jerusalem should be responsible 
for the implementation of policy on an international basis. 
A member of the World Executive should be responsible for the 
coordination between a country or region and the overall policy 
of the Movement. 

3. Procedures of Organization: 

a) Every Jew above the age of 16 to be granted the right 
to vote on the basis of one voter-one vote; 18 to be 
the minimum age for election to any post. 

b) Local and national branch leaders to be elected on a 
personal basis for four years, with a two-term maximum. 

c) Co111111ittees to function on all local and nation al l evels . 

d) Representation of a country or region at the international 
gathering (e.g., Congress) to be determined on the 
democratic basis of one voter-one vote and the total number 
of voters in each country or region (unless another format 
is agreed upon) . 
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H. Collateral Activities of the broadened WZO-Agency ~r New Movement 

1. Planning 
Short and long-range planning and evaluation procedures 
to characterize all . operations, programs and projects 
of the Movement. 

2. Effective System of Budgeting 
A budget and control system with appropriate follow-up 
mechanisms to be instituted in order to attain maximum 
output and excellence in all areas of operation. 

3. Information Center 
The development of mechanisms to coordinate the flow of 
data and information on the multi-faceted activities of 
Jewish communities and their impact on Israel-Diaspora 
relations. 

4. Person ne 1 
Personnel in local, national and terri:torial branches as 
well as in Jerusalem, to be selected on the basis of job 
qualifications, requirements of local conditions and/or 
the specific funtion involved. 

I. Operational Goal 

The inclusion of WZO elements and Diaspora community groups within 
one organizational framework will project the broadened WZO-Agency or 
new Jewish-Zionist Movement as the universally recognized instrument of 
Jewish unity in behalf of Israel and the forces combating assimilation 
in the D-iaspora. 

Raanan Weitz 
Jerusalem 
December 10, 1980 
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The attached is an English version of a Hebrew art i cle which 
will appear in the forthcoming issue of MIGVAi\J, the Labor Party's 
intellectual journal. 

There have been further developments as a consequence of the Chief 
Rabbinate Law. Among them: 

1. .... Clos~ collaboration with t he Conservative movement. We have 
organized a joint lobbying effort. 

2. Meetings have been held :1d . t h the leadership of the following . 
parties: Labor, Mapam, Independent Liberals, Shair. The 
latter three plus Ratz (Shulamit Aloni) and Sheli are supportive 
of our positions. 

3. We have drafted a revised ,·ersion of the statement made by 
Shimon Peres in Toronto (~·.-h ich we also helped formulate). The 
plan is to have this statement signed by a select, cross-section 
group of Labor Party leaders , \\·ho will then send it to all t he 
members of the Central Ccr.T.rittee of the Labor Party asking for 
signatures. In the Fall , prior to the Convention of the Labor 
Party, a conference on r eli gious pluralism will be held. This 
will set the background for the adoption by the Labor Party of 
the Religion-State platfom. It will not be easy to get the 
resolution through the Laber Party Convention. The closer Ke · 
get to the Israeli elections, the more likelihood of catering 
to demands of the National Religious Party. 

4. We have agreed to help in t his preparation of a law (or laws) 
to be presented to the Ki~esset assuring religious pluralism. 
A committee of Knesset ffier.bers and legal experts is beginning 
to work on this. TI1ey a1~e discussing whether the law to be 
proposed should be declarat i ve only or detailed and specific. 
Both f orms will be prepaTed , and the decision as to what to present, 
either one or both, wil l be made on the basis of a political 
judgment. Shai is proposing a declaration law which it intends 
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THE CHIEF RABBINATE LAW -

LESSONS FOR THE LABOR PARTI 

·' 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
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The Chief Rabbinate Law has been enacted, but the eruption within and 

withou- : the Labor Party still continues to spew forth volcanic dust. What caused 

the eruption? It is not my purpose to rehearse the facts or the events leading 

up_ to the enactment of the law, but rather to explore the context of the contro­

versy and to draw some lessons for future policies of the Labor Movement. 

Ostensibly, the remaining controversy is over one brief section 2(6) of 

the legislation: "The· functions of the Council of Rabbi~ are: (6) Qualifying a 

rabbi to serve as a marriage registrar." This section transfers authority to 
.' 

recognise a rabbi as a "registering authority" from the Minister of Religious 

Affairs, a civil servant, to the Chief Rabbinate. 

We are told that the negotiations between the Labor Party and the National 

Religious Party over the legislation extended over a year , but the 

controversial section 2(6) did not appear anywhere in the legislation as originally 

presented to the Knesset. It was obviously injected only after the announcement 

by the Israel Progressive Movement that it was applying to the Minister of 

Religious Affairs to have t wo of its rabbis recognised as "registering authorities", 

and the implication that it would appeal to the High Court if its appeal were 

rejected. The Labor Party leadership claims that the section does not impair 

the chances of gaining an affirmative verdict from the High Court, and that it 

only "photographs" current practice, whereby, in effect, the Chief Rabbinate 

determines the eligibility of r abbis. The legal experts_ of the Movement for 
• 

Progressive Judaism on the other hand claim that there is a significant distinction 

between appealing to the Migh Court to have a civil servant (the Minister of 

Religious Affairs) enforce civil legislation without discrimination, and appealing 

to the High Court to obligate the Orthodox Chief Rabbinate to accord recognition 

to non-orthodox rabbis. One does not have to be a legal expert to understand 

- I 

-I 
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the distinction between the High Court's rendering a judgment in · referrence to an 

undefined , untested practice and · its rendering a judgment in referrence to newly 

adopted legislation. 

However, more is involved here than differences of opinion over legal 

interpretations. Wqat is really at stake is a struggle for the soul of the Labor 

Party. Why pick on the Labor Party? Because all the polls indicate that after 

the next elections the• Labor Party will form the next government, with the 

possibility that for the first time in history, Labor may ·comprise a majority 

rather than just a plurality .of the next knesset. The Labor Party is therefore 

the major instrument for shaping the character of the State of Israel in the 

future. 

When the Labor Party assumes the leadership, it will have the obligation of 

creating a new order ·and the challenge of inspiring Israeli society "to move in new 

directions. What will be the Labor Party's positions, policies and practices in 

relationship to religion-state issues? 

The outcry against the pact between Labor and Mafdal on the Chief Rabbinate 

Law was not so much over any specific section as.against the implication that 

the Labor Party was returning to "business as usual". The religious parties have 

been accustomed to make demands as the price for entering into the coalition 

government. These demands invariably represent encroachments of public policy 

into the private lives of citizens through the i mposition of religious practices 

on the public at l arge (abortion, autopsy, Shabbat observance are examples). They 
I 

include special privil eges and exemptions, most notably exempt ions from military 

service for Yeshiva students and religious girls. They include dem~nds to transfer 

jurisdiction in areas of public policy from the civil authority to the Chief 

Rabbinate and from civic courts to rabbinic courts. The demands also invariably 
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include budgetary allocations to synagogues , re ligious educational and welfare 

insti tut i ons, t hus i ncreasing t he expenditure of public funds and often without 

adequate financial accountability to the public. 

The "historic covenant" between Labor and Mafdal has been a covenant marked 

by Mafdal 's acquie,.cence to Labor's economic, social welfare and foreign policies, 

in return for Labor's acquiescence, or at least adjustment, to Mafdal's demands 

in the religious sector. The "historic covenant" was advantageous to both partners, 

because each partner received more or less what it wanted in areas of primary 

concern and compromised in areas of secondary concern. 

The conditions which were conducive to the establishment and maintenance of 

the "historic covenant" have changed drastically since Labor lost control of the 

government. Neither the parties to the covenant nor the realities of Jewish life 

are the same. Amongthese changed realities are the following: 

1) The character of the Nationa l Religious Party 

The National Religious Party is no longer a one-interest party. Its 

participation in the -Likud government has been marked by the formulation and 

advocacy of militant policies i n regard to t he .settlements and the autonomy 

negoti ations. ·The party has moved far to the right on foreign issues. Its 

repres entatives have asswned key roles in foreign policy, the Ministry of 

Education, and the administration of the economy. Even the Aguda has been 

given the chairmans hip of the Knesset Finance Committee. Given the history of 

one-interest parties in 9ther democracies, this development was inevitable. The 

pristine principles of party-founders change in response to changing conditions. 

For any party to endure in a democracy, it must expand its interests in order to 

appeal to broader segi:nents of the electorate. In the cas.e of the National Religious 
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Party, its move to a more militant right-wing foreign policy has been motivated 

by the attraction of supporters and potential supporters for Gush Emunim and 

Tehiya policies. 

The founders of Mizrachi were persons with a broad world outlook, with 

contact and experience in the Jewish and secular world. The younger generations 

of Orthodoxy, reared in a separate and separated school system in Israel, are 

less sophisticated and more in-bred. They are grounded in a fundamentalist view 

of Judaism which tends toward· a literal rather than a liberal interpretation of 

tradition. They are less tolerant, ·less wi lling to compromise, an<l more zealous 

in pursuit of their objectives. Nowhere is the contrast more manifest than in 

a comparison between· the liberal teachings of the saintly Chief Rabbi Avraham Kook 

and the ideology of his son Rabbi Tzvi Yehudah Kook, the spiritual ideologue of 

Gush Emunim. 

Given the change in character and direction of the religious parties, their 

demonstrated capacity to influence broad areas of public policy, and their success 

in gaining vast new budgetary allocations for their own institutions, the National 

Religious Party of 1980 will be far from being the <loci le partner of the halcyon 

days of the "historic covenant " . 

2) The character of the non-Orthodox movements 

The relation to Israel. The decade of the 70's Ivitnessed historic developments 

within the Conservative and Reform movements in their relationship to Zionism 

and Israel. The individual members of these two major religious movements have 
I 

long been the primary financial and political supporters of the State of Israel 

in the Diaspora. From their ranks have come the leadership of ~lmost all the 

major Jewish organizations dedicated to preservation of the Jewish people and its 

heritage. However, in the last decade, not only the individual members, but the 
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established institutions of Conservative and Reform Judaism moved to Zioni ze their 

programs . They built educational institutions in Israel and required all rabbinic 

and education students to spend at least one year of study in Israel. They 

encouraged the development of indigenous synagogues and schools . in Israel. They 

supported the establishment of Israel youth movements and camps. The Reform 

Movement establi~hed Kibbutz Yahel and is in the process of establishing a second 

kibbutz. The Reform Movement transferred its international headquarters to 

Jerusalem. Both movements affiliated with the World Zionist Organization. They 

initiated programs of Aliyah. in sum, they have integrated themselves in Israeli 

society and have become full participa11ts in the upbuilding of Zion. 

In the Diaspora. In the United States, the vast majority of those who actively 

identify with the Jewish community are affiliated with synagogues. The synagogue 

serves not only as the Beit Hatefilah, but also as the Seit Harnidrash and 

community center. In many communities, particularly the smaller ones, the 

synagogue provides the setting for the total expression of J ewishness. TI1e rabbi 

is more than just a religious leader. He also becomes the leader of the Jewish 

community and its amabssador to the non-Jewish community. The rabbi and the 

synagogue have become the major shapers of the Jewish pattern of living and the 

symbol of Judaism's .highest values. Th e sanctifying of the events in the life-cycle -

marriage, birth, Bar and Bat Mitzvah, di;;ath, c.onversion - all occur within the 

framework of the Synagogue. Of those who identify with synagogues, no more than 

15% are affiliated with Orthodox institutions. All others belong to the non-

Orthodox movements. Therefore for the majority of Jews, including the non-

affiliated, these movements and their educational institutions have become the 

prime instruments for Jewish survival in the Diaspora as well as prime instruments 
I 

for relating the Diaspora to Israel. These ·are facts which surprisingly are either 

not known or not comprehended by many Israelis, but which any Israeli who has 
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extensive experience in the Diaspora will corroborate. 

Th e demand for equal rights. · Coi1servati ve and Reform Jews will no longer 

tolerate a situation where the Jewish State, to which they commit so much of 

their energies and devotion, will accept their money and their political support, 

but will reject their pattern of Jewish life. They cannot understand how a rabbi 

ordained by an 4\merican Conservative or Reform seminary can officiate at religious 

acts in the United States, but when he fulfills the Zionist mandate and comes 

on Aliyah, is deprived of the right to officiate at those same acts in the 

Jewish State. 

The Conservative and Reform Movements declare that their right to develop 

indigenous movements in Israel should be recognized and supported by the State. 

It should not be dependent on numbers or popularity nor subject to the approval 

of the established rabbinate or the religious parties. Without Conservative and 

Reform Judaism the'te "is no Klal Yisrael. They ask no one to read them into Klal 

Yisrael and they permit no one to read them out of Klal Yisrael. If Israel is to 

serve in deed, as well as in name as the spiritual home for all Jews, then it must 

be home for all expressions of the Jewish spirit. If all Jewish movements are 

to be equal partners in the upbuilding of Zion, then no Jewish movement can have 

second class status. A silent partner cannot be a full partner. 

3) The reli gious factor in shaping the • cha-r acter of Israeli society 

Judaism is ins eparab l e from the Jewish State. The preservation of the J ewish 

people and the Jewish heritage is the raison d'etre for the State and the rationale 

for its continued existence. According to all studies; the desire to live ·in a 
• I 

Jewish environment is the single, most pow~rfu l factor in attracting Aliyah, even 

as it is the most vital factor in prevent ing Yerida. The tragedy of contemporary 

Israel is that most non-Orthodox Israelis believe that Judaism is rigid, retro-
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gress ive, author itarian, inflexible, and inc&pable of adjusting to the demands 

of a modern society. Paradoxi cal ly, they acc ep t the Orthodox definition of 

Judaism, but then reject that very same Judaism because it is irrelevant to their 

O\'ffi needs. The religionization of politics and the politicization of religion 

have infringed on the integrity of both religion and the State. The greater the 

religious coercion, the more Jews have been repelled from accepting Judaism's 
1 

message for their own lives. 

For those Israelis who accept Orthodoxy, there is- no problem of Jewish 

identity, but the non--Orthodox, who ccnnpr-ise t;1e majority of the population, are 

in search of their Jewish roots. They know that neither nationalism nor socialism 

are sufficient to provide the intellectual and spiritual sources for a dynamic 

Je\vish society. -They seek a synthesis between tradition and modernity, between 

Judaism and Zionism. They seek a · Judaism which demands social justice no less 

than ritual observa'."nce. They seek alternate models of Jewish expression. For 

some , Conservative and Progressive Judaism can serve as models; others will continue 

to seek elsewhere. An Israeli society which aspires to be open, democratic, 

pluralistic should offer many options for affirmative Jewish ways of living, and 

all options should have equal validity and opportunity in the eyes of the State. 

It is in. the context of the above new realities that reaction to the Labor 

Party's vote on the Chief Rabbinate Law 1vas so -critical. The critics both from 

within and without were admonishing the Labor Party leadership not to revert to 

old habits and anachronistic po1icies, bur rather to respond to the new realities 

with new and relevant approaches. 

Much has been written about the "historic covenant" between Labor and the 

Mafdal. There is another "historic covenant", unwritten, but even more firm and 

enduring. That is the covenant between all en lightened forces striving in behalf 
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of the creation of a just society. Rights for the non-Orthodox movements will 

never be acquired in a vacuum. • All s ocial i ss•J-;s are interrelated. There is no 

compa~tmentalization between religion and life. A person's religious views reflect 

his views toward society in general. He who is a reactionary in religion will 

tend to be a reactionary on all social issues and conversely he who is liberal 

toward divergent ~eligious views will tend to be more moderate in his political 

view. It is no coincidence that a high percentage of those Orthodox Jews who 

' are advocates of Oz Veshalom are also advocates of rights for the non-Orthodox 

movements. 

Therefore, the relationship between Reforo Jews and Labor Zionism, though not 

spelled out in a coalition agreement, is embedded in a binding compact of mutual 

concern and common cause for the creation in Israel of a socially progressive and 

enlightened society. In the United States, it was Reform rabbis who took the lead 

in the establishment-of- the American Labor Zionist Movement and the Histadrut 

Fou.~dation. In the current struggle over the settlement issue the vast majority 

of Progressive Jews in Israel and abroad support the policies advocated by Labor 

and oppose policies of the Likud. Reform Judaism looks toward the Labor Movement 

for support of its p:r:o g:rams of Hityashvut and Aliyah. And similarly, it was 

assumed that the Labor Party would support the _st~Jggle of the non-Orthodox 

movements for recognition and equality . 

It was in keeping \vith this pattern of expectations that Labor did indeed 

~ 

support and even initiate the resolution on religious .pluralism in the last World 

Zionist Congress. It was in this context that Re form Jews anticipated and welcomed 

th e statements made by the Chairman of the Labor Party at the Union of American 

Hebrew Congregations Convention in Toronto in December 1979, and at the World Union 

for Progressive Judaism's International Conference in Jerusalem in February 1980. 
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1-!owever, truth be told, the expectations have not always . been fulfilled. 

Labor, when it was in power:, permit fed a constant erosion of the status quo in 

religious matters, and in the Chief Rabbinate Law has supported another erosion. 

The Labor Party requires a thorough-going reevaluation in order to bring its 

policies into line with its ideals. In defending the vote of the Labor Party in 

the Chief Rabbinate Law, some leaders declared "Labor is not anti-religious", 

meaning that Labor is not anti-Orthodox. The very use of the term "Dati" 

(religious) is confusing, because the non-Orthodox movements also consider themselves 

"dati". To these "Yeligious" movements belong the majority of the "religious" Jews 

of the world. And if the term "Dati" is used to mean Orthodox, then the Conservative 

and Reform movements are also not anti-Orthodox. Quite the contrary. They consider 

Orthodoxy to · be an essential force in the struggle t.o prese_rve the tradition. 

However, they reject the Orthodox establishment's contention that the non-Orthodox 

movements have no rignt to exist, let alone be recognised. They reject the 

Orthodox establishment's use of its political po1.-..-er, to oppose the non-Orthodox 

movements. Through its compromises with the r adical forces in Orthodoxy, Labor 

and the other political parties have permitted the State to be exploited as a 

political instrument to pursue Orthodox religious objectives which should 

legitimately be pursued through education and moral suasion. Orthodoxy's 

rejection of non-Orthodoxy is in itself an anti- Dati phenomenon. By catering to 

Orthodoxy's denial of reality, the Labor Party is being anti-Dati, anti-liberal 

Judaism. 

The Labor Party of tJi.e future will hav e to understand the new realities and 

adjust its policies accordingly. Much more is at stake than the rights of the 

non-Orthodox religious movements. At stake is the Labor Party's capacity to be 

true to its own professed ideals. At stake is the very character of Israeli 
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society and its r elation · to World Jewry. Fe:;· issues are as highly publiciz-ed as 

the religion-state issues. The current religio:1-state relationship with its 

discrimination against two major r eligious movements projects a distorted image 

of Israel as a theocratic, closed society. It discourages immigration, injects 

divisiveness within world Jewry, and impairs the relationship between Israel _and 

the Diaspora. 

It is fallacious to contend that the religion-state stance of Labor will be 

dependent on the number of votes Labor receives . Should Labor establish a 

government without the Mafdal, no one e:;qJe::: ts the entire religion-state accommo­

dation to be overturned over-night. Orthodoxy has legitimate concerns and ne.eds, 

and Labor is obligated-to take these concerns and needs into consideration. But 

likewise Labor should t ake into cons ideration the legitimate needs and concerns of 

the non-Orthodox movements. One does not preclude the other, nor contradict the 

other. The Labor Move·rrient must formul ate. policies which accommodate the 

hete_rogeneous I srae li society • and attract the masses of World Jewry to identify 

with Israel affirmatively. These policies should include: the adoption of a 

platform along the lines of Shimon Peres' stat ement in Toronto; the enactment of 

appropriate legislation by the Knesset; administrative i mp lementation by government 

agencies; and the inclusion of representative.non-Orthodox religious Jews in the 

Knesset and governing bodies of the Labor :,lovement. 

The Labor Party is hopefully entering an era of r ebirth. To paraphrase the 

traditional circumcision prayer: May a reborn Labor party renew its covenant with 

its own highest ideals, be respectful of our Torah tradition and lead the nation 
j 

in the performance of good deeds. 



RA.l:H.H ROLAND B. GJTTELSOHN, D. D ., Sc. D . 

TE.MPLE ISRAEL 

BOSTON, MAS SACHUS ETTS 02215 

Rabbi Steven B. Jacobs 
Templf! J'udea 
5429 Lindley Avenue 
Tarzana, California 91350 

Dear Stave: 

June 
Four 
1980 

Not having had an oppo.."'?ltuni ty to consult the others 
to whom you sent copies of your 29 1'1.Py letter to Alex, 
this haa to be entirely my ow-m i.>nmediate reaction. 

Of course, I share with you both the anguish and the 
anger evoked by the treatment received by your con­
gregant in Israel. 

My own suggestion is that he contact Rabbi Richard 
Hirsch in Jerusalem. ARZA h Q?es to have a r epre­
sentative in Israel before very long, one of whose 
functions will be exactly to handle this kind of 
case. Meanwhile, I think Dick is the one best 
qualified to give advice. It may well be advisable 
for Tom to go through another conversion in Israel, 
supervised by one of our Progressive rabbis thare, 
before pursuing the matter further. I would t,'1ink 
that might breatly s~rengthen not only his personal 
case but th8 case cf Reform Judaism gener2.lly. Dick, 
however, would know much more ato ut :i.t than I. 

Bi.lbbles joins me in affectionate good wish8s to Ginger 
and yourself. 

Shalom, 

Rfbbi Roland B. Gittelsohm 

/b 
Rabbi Schindler 

cc: R~b i Erwin Herman 
Al Vorspan 
Ted Broido 

I 
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May 29, 1980 

Dear Alex: 

Enclosed, is a self-explanatory letter from one of my 
· congregants. 

I appeal to you to give assistance in this much-needed 
area. I am sure that this is not new to you, but I want 
to do everything to assist him that is possible. 

I have sent copies of this note to you and the accompany­
ing letter to our colleagues listed on the bottom. Please 
advise me as to the process I should follow. 

With much love from house to house. 

Shalom, 

:$.--
Rabbi Steven B. Jacobs 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, NY 10021 

SBJ :jw 

enclosure 

cc: Rabbi Roland Gittelsohn 
Rabbi Erwin Herman • 
Al Vorspan 
Ted Broida 
Tom Levy 

Temple Judea / 5429 Lindley Avenue, T arzana, California 91356 / 987-2616 
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De:~r Ra bbi, 

Rehov Ha chida 95/6 
Shikun Yud.-4,.leph 
Eeersheva, Israel 
5 May 1 980 

How a r e you? I hope this letter finds you and your f ami1y in goc d hea lth and 
:Jpirits. I thought I would write t o y ou a bout our l a t e s t adventures with the 
I s r a el i Ministry of Inte rior. Unfortl.ma tely, it l ook s as if 1.-1e may have to t ake 
Alina's c;rn e to the Su preme Court. 

After apr lying for our 'rempo r ary Resident ca rds in September I rece ived mine in 
November but Alina never got hers. \.Je a lso became n ew i :nmig,a nts in November. 
Aft er f ive months of lJrocras tin;:;,tion s by the Beersheva Ministry of Interior, we 

f in:'Ll ly r e c e ived an an swer t wo weeks a.p.:o tha t t 11e Mi nis try in Jerus::, lem s eriou s ly 
r u e 5t i ,;n,3 t he Wtlidity of J\_lin a ' s conve r s i on do cu,nent. The .Jeru sa.le;n T•:ini s tr:1 
t old u s t o have t he con ver s ion do cument ::-'c·ty,;rove ti by t he l o c •l (Orthodox) R·tb in:i t e . 
Tl1i s of evurs e mee.n::., ·i_ •,Y-:E: di ;:•. t e r e j e c ti (in if we i nvolve t he l ocn l R;.i bin ;;-, t e . 

I went t o t h e He br 0,1 Union C, -llec e in .Jeru ::-; ,,.l em ,, ml t h . y ·1.rr ~· nged f or U 3 -~ o m,:,e t 
:1 l a v;y er i n Te l .Aviv. The l ~twyer ii::: a f ine fel low ,~nd. :::; e ems ve r y c?.._!.l ble of do ing 
t he 'es t f or u s . ···owev er, t he timing of the conv,c;; r s i on may be problem:1. tic . 'l'hi s 
:L s proba bly t he we f-lke s t po int in our c·tse. Due to t he r a pidity of the conv e r s i :m , 
I don't. think we wil l s t and nmch of a chance of winning the ca se. However, I am 
1)articularly inte re s t e d in fi gh ting t he ca se throw;;,h . 

Sever.~ 1 bleak points emerge from the entire episode. Firstly, we Jews of the Reform 
;nov_ement are looked upon in Israel in a condescending f a s hion. Of course the I s r a eli 
government is more than happy to take money raised by Ref'1rm congrega tions for 
for building and ma inta ining the stat,e. However, Reform Jews are i;:Jra ct regar ded 
as misguided sons of the Jewish f a ith who, once in Isra el should be-fobliged to 
follow the Halacha. 

M~y so-called "secular" Jews in this c~untry do not subscribe tot.- the die~,~ry l a \ltS, 
going to Synagpgu.e, or even sending the.ir childern to a Yeshiva~ they casually 
le,• ve all questions concerning religious Judaism to the orthodox Rabinate. Though 
the Reform are still considered •misguided' Jews. our beliefs concerning the important 

. _\.i s sues of birth, marriage, conversion and death are not tolerated here. In America, 
Reform Jews a re r a ised or educated as liberal thinkers, with more emphasis on our 
sense of history and concern for our fellow man than on the refinements of reli,:si ous 
ritua l _. I will not try and erase those beliefs and conform to something which i s 
no t 8 · pa rt of me. 

Perhaps we did go about the conversion too quickly. However, I believe everyth ing 
wa s done in a way which was appropriate to our situation and therefore the correct 
thing to do~' We did n o t come here to become a part of some orthodox fra terna l 
broth1:; rhood which looks upon itself as having the rieht to settle in any part of the 
'Lana-·o r -nfr·7'.fil:"'. ----r-cR.rne to --'Israel becans e,~I ~ elie,:-e- 'that &s -J e.w-s-.4th OU"J!' uniq..9 
h i s toric, 1 experience, we can live in the world co r,ununi ty as ourselves., with oth.er s . 
I don't know if I can a~cept living in I s r a el i-f my own peo ple can not tolera te 
the vc ➔.riation and distinct nature of the J ews thems elves. In a way , this kind of 
n2.rrow mindedness i s a microcosm of the orthodox establishment's world view conce rning 
non-Jewi sh humanity. 

I ho 1.1 e t hrl. t we win our ca se. 
a more equa l f ooting here in 
few year s ~,,n d ,nove on in the 

If so, I wi l l try and hel p the Reform 
Isra el. If we loose , we will proba bl 
nea r future. A.LL the bes t, 

movemen t obt.1.in 
s t ay for a 
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\NORLD UNIOf\J FOR PROG1~ESSIVE JUDAISf\f\ 

April 9, 1980 

:Mr. Ralph Davis 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear :r-.rr. Davis : 

Ira Youdovin has fonvarded your bill which I have discussed in detail 
with Ira and Dick Hirsch. Both Ira and Dick tell me that the slides 
are beautiful and will be of great value to the World Union. Our 
thanks go to you and Tana Hoban. 

The World Union does not want either you or Ms. Hoban to pay out-of­
pocket for materials or services used on our behalf. Had there been 
a more detailed discussion with Ira or Dick prior to your taking the 
photographs, we would have asked that you limit the amount of film 
used for this purpose. But the film has been shot, so we will pay for 
it: . •· 

We do not, however, believe that World Union should be responsible for 
charges of $50 for "extra days in Jerusalem" and $200 for "personal 
time". Both Dick and Ira had the clear understanding that you were 
graciously volunteering your services to the movement ,vhile on a pre­
planned visit to Israel. You, Ralph~ have done this on previous occa­
sions and we have been extremely grateful for your generosity and the 
quality of your work. 

We believe fimJ.y that had it been your intention that the 1'\'uPJ would 
corrnnission T2r1a Hoban, who is certainly a world-renmvned artist, our 
financial obligatic;m should have been discussed in advance. 

Enclosed please find a check in the amount of $529, 1vhich covers film 
processing itemized in your memo of December 4, and also $135 travel 
and living expenses in Israel. 

We believe that this payment is the most equitable way of reconciling 
the misunderstanding without penalizing anybody. 

continued .... 

--- - - ------------- -- --·- . -- -·- ·- ------------------

~✓ew York, ~J.Y 10021 ,,i, i2 12) 2t..;,:. .0100 / ' 3 :-<. ir1q Oav1d Street. Jen . .: salen 1. Israel .. 02-23.1.- 7<'1 8 



~lr. Ralph Davis 
UAHC 
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April 9, 1980 

I sincerely hope that this solution will be acceptable to you and Ms. Toban 
so that enjoyment of the wonderful fruits of your creative endeavor need not 
be tempered by any further disagreement over funds. 

Cordially, 

Ruth Daniel 
Oiairman, 
Budget and Finance - WUPJ 

RD:bd 
enc. 
cc.: Mr. Samuel S. Perelson 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
Rabbi _Leo_nflrd A. Schoolman 

P.S. Please understand that the foregoing deals exclusively with photography 
undertaken for purposes other than the arrc;!Ilgement you made with Rabbi 
·Robert Samuels on behalf of the Leo Baeck School. The LBS project is a 
separate matter in all of its aspects: 
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'R\Jth 'Daniel 

'Polly 'Park 'Road 

Harr'i;;;on, ]'Jew York 

(Mail: 'Rye, ~ew 1/or'k 10580) 

April 4, 1980 

Rabbi Ira~- Youdovin 
World Union for Progressive Judaism 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Ira: 

I am answering your letter of March 18, 1980, regarding 
Ralph Davis. 

Your proposal to give Ralph Davis an advance of $2,000 
does not sound advisable to me. World Union for Progressive 
Judaism, according to our records in New York, did not 
commit itself to any contract,$. 

If we go on making payments for commitments not made by 
us, not discussed at the Executive Meeting, we will run 
into deficits which are uncontrollableo I suggest that 
we bring this matter up at our next Executive meeting on 
May 3rd . 

Best regards, 

·- !lj' ,.,_ j ;,1/ 
·/><· -

/ // ,I 

Ruth Daniels ' 

RD/ddt 



Rabbi Moshe Zemer 
Kedem Synagogue 
20 Carlebach St. 
Tel Aviv 64730 
ISRAEL 

Dear Mel: 

April 3, 1979 

I was thrilled to receive your letter of March 15. Mazal tov! The granting of the land for Kedem Synagogue's Congregational Center has been a long time coming. 

Good luck on your find raising campaign .. I am confident you and the members of Kedem Synagogue will undertake this campaign with great devotion and conmitment and that you will be aided in this effort by leaders of the WUPJ. 

With wannest regards from house to house and best wishes for a sweet and beautiful Pesach, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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KEDEM gvNAOOOUE Tel-Aviv. Progressive 
RABBI MOSHE ZEMER 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 
U. S. A. 

Vear Alex, 

Congregation 

It·s a great pleasure for me to inform you that last week the Tel 
Aviv City Council finally ratified the grant of land for Kedem 
Synagogue's Congregational Center. As you know, this is the climax 
of our struggle of more than 12 years which included a Supreme Cour 
case against the Tel Aviv Municipality. 

As you can see from the enclosed clippings, it was quite a difficul 
campaign, illustrated by the reaction of the representative of the 
religious bloc in the municipal coalition. In order to overcome the 
opposing pressure, we spoke to every councilman individually, be­
cause we had to guarantee an absolute majority of 16 of the 31 mem­
bers of the Council and not just a majority of those present. When 
the Mayor brought the matter to vote, 19 voted in favour, 5 opposed 
and 2 abstained. 

Now the ball is in our hands. When we expressed our thanks to the 
Mayor and councilmen, we informed them that the World Union for 
Progress i ve Judaism has scheduled the groundbreaking ceremony of 
our Synagogue-Center during its International Conference in Febru­
ary 1980. This means that we must now take the initiative and work 
hard to assure the fulfillment of our commitment to erect a Syna­
gogue-Center on this choice plot of land, which has been estimated 
to be worth about$ 750,000. 

Cordially, 

~ 1-cL 
Rabbi Moshe Zemer 

Enclosure 

20 CARLEBACH ST. TEL-AVIV 64730 ISRAEL, TELEPHONE: 257621, 410985 : fl!l'"' 647}0 l 1JK·~n 20 p,~,17 ·n, 
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He form congrC'gation NRP man opposes 

TA Reform centre 
, gets Y arkor. land 
. TEL AVIV . - The Tel Aviv 
Municipal Executive yesterday ap­

) proved the use of one duna m of land 
for a reform congregation's com­

' rmu nlty centre, municipality 
; spokesman· Amlkam Shaplra an-

Jnmmlf'm Po11t Rt-porter 
TEL AVlV . - Deputy Mayor Halm 
Ba11ok, represent a t ive of the 
rcligloull front In the municipal coali­
tion, yC"11terday cxpn•1111cd v<'hcment 
objection to the Muntclpal Ext'cullve 
decision to allot the Tel Aviv Reform 
congregation space tor a community 
centre. 

, I' nounced . 
, Use of the plot, near the Yarkon 
, River, was first approved by the Ex­
; ecutlve in 1971, then by the Cities Ad-

• i Jminlstration Committee In 1972 , 
1 Shaplra said. • 
( Reform Rabbi Moshe Zemer was 
1happy with the decilllon but told The j 

(J Jerusalem Post It still had to win ., 
, municipal council approval. 
, The congregation's 1:)0 families 
and many hundred3 of non-members ~ 
'have been using a hall on Carlebachf 
Street for prayen and social ac • 

1 
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:j 
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n 
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Tel Aviv's Municipal Executive 
decided on Sunday to allot one 
dunam near the Yarkon River for 
the Reform community, ba11ed on an 
Executive decision of 1971 . 

llvlties, Including courae1 and youth 
ll"lubs, Zemer 11aid. ., 

Basok said he ts making "every et- • 
fort" to prevent approval of the decl-
11lon when It cornea up In the City 
Council. He told The J c r-.. ::ct!.:m Post 
that, should the decision be approved 

;;s; _; t ' " C, L It -~ J/ < z 1-- by the council, he will call on Interior 
Minister Yoscf Burg to prevent Im­
plementation. 

"Of course we are against thl1 
decision. The Reform congregation 
la a foreign body and might cause a 
division In our community, which 11 

._united now," Baaok said. 

·:.ev~S.i~~ /1;s; f-
J-?FtJ~11. ;--yl /f'7/ 

TA okays site for 
Reform community 

By MICHAL YUDELMAN 
Jerusalem Poat Reporter 

TEL AVIV. - The Tel Aviv 
Municipal Council on Sunday ap­
proved Its executive's decision to 
grant land tor a Reform con­
gregation's community centre . 

The executive and council had ap­
proved such a decision in 1971, but 
because of political pressures within 
the municipality, the land was never 
granted , a municipality spokesman 
told The Jerusalem Post . 

Reform Rabb! Moshe Ze m er 11ald 
yesterday that his congregation, 
numbering 1100 active members and 
several hundred others, has been 
waiting 12 years for a community 
centre . About a year ago the con­
gregation appealed to the High Court 
of Justice and received an Interim 
!n1unct!on against the Tel Aviv 
municipality. "Now, ot course , we 
wlll cancel the a pplication," Zemer 
aald . 

D eputy Mayor Halm Baaok, 
representative of the religious fac­
tions, told The Post last week that If 
the council approves a community_ 
centre for the Reform congregation, 
he will a11k rnterlor Mlnlsfer Yoaef 
Burg to prevent implementation of 
the decisi on . " The Reform con­
gregation will cause a rift in the 
Jewish community. We have enough ~ 
problems without It," Ba11ok wa11 \ 
quoted a11 saying., ~ 

·- ;, ,,, I 



Alexander M. Schindler 

bbi Ira Youdovin 

January 8, 1980 

I discussed your projected Israel journey with Dick. You have my 
authorization to go.' It is understood that your tickets and your 
expenses will be picked up so that the out-of-pocket expenses 
will be at the minimum. 

Have a nice journey. 



v,~ l 1st March, 1979 

MEMORANDUM 

from: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

to: Selected leadership of WUPJ, UAHC, ARZA 

subject: Some thoughts on Institutional Objectives and Frameworks 

This memo is based on one major premise: there is one, united Reform 

(Progressive) movement. 

It has been many years since the leaders of the American and world organizations 

sat down to discuss goals, institutional relations, financial matters, personnel 

and other areas of mutual concern. It is time to reinstitute this discussion, 

broadening the table to reflect recent developments. This memo is intended to 

provide, in some detail, information on the evolution of our programs and 

institutions to date, a pre-condition for creative future planning. Special 

f 

attention will be given to fundraising, since all the institutions involved must 

solicit support for worthwhile projects from essentially the same sources. The 

memo begins with the Six Day War period, which represented a major turning point 

for Reform Judaism, as for world Jewry. 

World Union. Until the Six Day War, the World Union had been primarily concerned 

with activities in Latin America and Europe. Comparatively modest sums had been 

raised to provide seed money for programs around the world. Rabbis •were sent to 

Latin America and Europe, as well as South Africa and India with the understanding 

that the congregations which were developed would eventually become self-sustaining. 

For the most part, this objective has been achieved; only Latin America still 

requires continuing financial assistance. In only Latin America and France are 

there today sizeable Jewish populations which offer significant potential for new 

development requiring substantial sums from the World Union. 
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Israel presented an entirely different challenge. From the early 1960's, when 

the World Union first sent rabbis to Israel, it was clear that in contrast to 

other areas of the world, Israel, because of its unique character, would require 

continuing investment of funds, and if the program were to expand, in vastly 

increased amounts. In Israel, the World Union began to take on the character­

istics of an institution which operates programs on its own. In Israel, the 

World Union became and remains the primary source of all funding, not just seed 

money. Recognising this special character of Israel programming, even before the 

Six Day War, the World Union appointed an Israel Committee, which was chaired by 

Rabbi Jay Kaufmann, the Vice President of the UAHC, to initiate and foster 

development of the Israel Movement. The World Union developed an association 

with the Leo Baeck School and raised funds for the purchase of the building 

housing the Harel Synagogue. At the time of the Six Day War, there were three 

rabbis operating in Israel: the assistant to the principal at the Leo Baeck 

School, the rabbi of Kfar Shmaryahu (later Tel Aviv) and the rabbi in Ramat Gan. 

The three rabbis were wont to complain of inadequate financial support for them 

and their programs. Following the Six Day War, two of them announced that they 

were planning on returning to the States. 

Establishment of the Israel Commission. The UAHC, along with its NFTS affiliate, 

have been the backbone of the World Union. The World Union's primary lay and 

professional leadership as well as funding necessarily have come from the American 

movement, just as the American Jewish community in general has been the primary 

source of funding for Israel. In September, 1967, with the trauma of the Six 

Day War still poignant, the staff of the UAHC determined that the emotions which 

had welled up during the War should be channelled. We felt strongly that the 

Reform Movement had never come to terms ideologically, institutionally or 

programmatically with the deep-felt emotional bonds which characterise the 

relations between Jews in Israel and the Jews abroad. As a member of the staff 
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of the Union, I formulated a proposal for activating the UAHC in regard to Zionism · 

and Israel. The programs proposed were basically two-fold: 1) to support the 

WorJd Union in its activities in Israel with the aim of building a viable, 

dynamic movement there, and 2) to activate American Jews in the UAHC family to 

partake of the Israeli experience through educational programs in Israel and 

support of Israel politically, culturally and economically in America. 

I was sent on a study mission to Israel in behalf of the UAHC prior to the 

1967 Biennial, and following an intensive two-week study returned with many 

proposals. At the Biennial in 1967, the Israel Commission was formally 

established. The resolution read: 

"(We) authorize the Board of Trustees of UAHC to create a National Committee 

on Israel, among whose purposes shall be: to advance, in cooperation with 

the World Union for Progressive Judaism, the cause of Progressive Judaism 

in Israel, to support existing congregations and to create new congregations ; 

to initiate a camp. program in Israel and to encourage the development of 

adult programs , including, if feasible, settlements under the auspices of 

Progressive Judaism; to conduct vigorous campaigns to strengthen our 

relations with the people of Israel and to educate our members and the 

community at large on issues involving Israel; and to encourage the 

formation of corresponding committees in every region and congregation. 

In order to finance this work, the Committee is hereby authorized to 

solicit from the entire constituency of American Reform Judaism, as a 

voluntary offering, one dollar per year per person - man, woman and child." 

It was initially proposed that the funds for Israel Commission activities would 

be taken from the operating budget of the UAHC. One of the key phrases in 

Washington at that time was the "reallocation of national resources". I advocated 

the reallocation of the resources of the UAHC to include the two-fold progr am 
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envisaged above. However, because of the UAHC budgetary deficit, rather than 

taking money from the budget, it was decided that there should be a separate fund­

raising campaign, originally called the Dollar Per Person and later the Five 

Dollar Per Family Fund. The objective was to enable every Reform Jew to 

contribute and thereby be identified with the objectives of the Israel Commission. 

The Israel Commission was envisaged as a coordinating agency comprising all the 

constituent bodies of the North American Reform Movement concerned both with 

developments in the Israel Movement and Israel programs for Americans. The 

Commission was geared to lend support to the World Union programs in Israel, and 

to undertake programs of its own in Israel for Americans, in areas where no 

existing Reform Jewish agency had developed programs of its own. A major 

objective was to establish an Israel Committee within each UAHC congregation, 

which would be responsible for activating the congregation and sensitising it to 

the programs advocated by the Israel Commission. A manual for congregations 

was produced (two editions have been issued). In retrospect, it could be said 

·that the Israel Commission never fully succeeded. Only a few congregations 

established effective Israel Committees and only a few of these functioned 

consistently over a period of years. Similarly, the objective of a Dollar Per 

Person which would have meant $1,000,000 a year never came close to being 

attained. During the first year, $110,000 was raised; lesser amounts in 

succeeding years. 

Distribution of these funds generated some controversy. At the time of the 

1967 Biennial, a conflict in interpretation arose between Rabbi Jacob Shankman, 

then the President of the World Union, and Rabbi t-laurice N. Eisendrath, then the 

President of the UAHC. At the plenary discussion, Rabbi Eisendrath assured Rabbi 

Shankman that whereas the Israel Commission contemplated expenditures on its own 

programs, the World Union would have priority in the distribution of funds . 
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Indeed, in the first year almost all funds distributed, $55,000, were allocated 

to the World Union. The remainder was held in a bank, on the assumption that 

as programs developed, the funds would be expended. 

Professional direction. The original plan called for the appointment of a paid 

full-time director of the Israel Commission to be housed in the House of Living 

Judaism. However, once it was determined that funds were not to be taken from the 

operating budget, and since no one knew how much money would be raised, I agreed 

to serve on a volunteer basis and to run the operation out of Washington until 

such time as a staff person could be appointed. My report following the trip to 

Israel had included some critical comments about the work of the World Union in 

Israel. After the UAHC Biennial, Rabbi Shankman came to Rabbi Eisendrath and 

proposed that in addition to serving as the director of the Israel Commission, I 

should become the chairman of the Israel Committee of the World Union. I met 

with Rabbis Eisendrath and Shankman to discuss the pros and cons of this . Both 

of them felt it was essential for me to take on responsibility for both positions, 

in order to achieve the closest coordination of the program and to minimize 

potential conflict. At their urging I accepted, and ever since have been 

functioning both in behalf of the UAHC Israe l Commission and the World Union. 

Despite the many problems of coordination which arose and still exist, it has 

always bee~ my contention that the problems were kei:t to a minimum by the fact 

that one person was responsible . If two persons had been appointed, there would 

have been inevitable conflict and, I believe, serious estrangement between t wo 

institutions competing for funds from the same sour ces and fighting over the same 

general turf. 

Fundraising efforts. When the Israel Commission campaign was organized, the 

World Union was concerned not to lose the income from a number of congregations 

which conducted annual fundraising drives on its b ehalf (totalling annually 
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between $8,000 - $11,000). It was agreed that those congregations would be urged 

to continue to give to the World Union and that the Israel Commission would 

consider these contributions as having satisfied the objectives of the Dollar 

Per Person .Campaign. This was a simple matter to agree to, since it was originally 

understood ·that significant funds from the Israel Commission Campaign would go 

to the World Union in any case. When subsequently I became the Executive Director 

of the World Union, it was deemed essential to raise the giving sights of the 

World Union, and to convert the World Union Campaign into an equivalent of the 

Reform Jewish Appeal. On the other hand, the Israel Commission Fund, which was an 

obligation to be imposed on everyone, was considered to be the equivalent of MUM 

(Maintenance of Union Membership Campaign). In other words, the World Union 

campaign was to be geared to a select group of individual contributors -- special 

categories of Patron ($1,000), Sponsor ($500) and Friend ($100) were created. 

The Israel Commission was to be a mass campaign, the purpose being to have as 

many people as possible contribute and through that contribution identify with 

Israel. When it became clear that the Israel Commission funds were not going to 

meet the needs, it was deemed essential to encourage the World Union in every way 

possible to go out on a more aggressive campaign for fundraising. 

When it was first suggested to the Israel Commission by the Department of Youth 

Activities that Rabbi Henry Skirball be sent to Israel to serve in a dual function 

of coordinating American Youth Programs under the UAHC and initiating an Israel 

program for Israeli youth under the auspices of the WUPJ, I proposed that the 

financial responsibility for his program be split between the Union and the World 

Union. However, the World Union leadership was not willing to undertake the 

responsibility, feeling that it could not obligate itself over an extended period 

of time for another person in Israel. Rabbi Skirball, therefore, went as a UAHC 

staff person, funded by the Israel Commission funds. 

salaries continues to be Israel Commission funds. 

primary 
The;source for both men's 
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When Rabbi Ira Youdovin was appointed to serve as the Director of the North 

American Board and co-director of the Israel Commission, the UAHC portion of his 

salary and office support budget were contributed by the Israel Commission. In 

addition, the Israel Commission gav~ a fixed amount of $35,000 to the UAHC 

Department of Youth Activities. With the assumption of these expenditures, and 

with the decreasing income, insufficient funds were available for the World Union 

general operations. Also, the World Union, responding to the expanding needs, 

raised an increasingly larger portion of its own budget. 

The North American Board. Prior to the move of the World Union from London 

to New York, the North American Board had been the American arm of the World 

Union, with clear functions and clearly defined leadership roles. When the 

international headquarters were moved to New York, however, there was little 

distinction in function or operation between the Executive Committee of the 

World Union and the North American Board. There was much duplication in program­

ming. Funds were raised .more by the key leadership of the Executive than by the 

chairman or the members of the North American Board. Because the function was 

so ill-defined, and because it was recognised that the North American Board 

duplicated in great measure both the work of the World Union Executive Committee 

and of the Israel Commission, a number of meetings were held in the years 

1971-75 with the objective of trying to merge the Israel Commission and the North 

American Board. These efforts were abortive, because leaders of both the Israel 

Commission and the North American Board objected to losing their separate 

identities. However, it was recognised that a problem existed and that neither 

body was functioning with maximum effectiveness. This condition continues to 

this day. 

ARZA. ARZA has injected a new positive dimension of concern for Israel and 

Zionism. Whereas until the development of ARZA the national constituents were 
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affiliated with the World Zionist Organisation on an organisational basis 

through the World Union, ARZA represents a major effort to identify individuals 

within congregations as members of the Zionist Movement. Rather than using the 

Union, the region or the congregation as the vehicle, ARZA has as its objective 

to develop chapters of individual members. This is a constructive development, 

because it is an effort to personalise and individualise the Zionist dimension in 

the lives of Reform Jews, having them identify formally as Zionists and assume 

responsibility for undertaking Zionist acts. The organisation of ARZA (and 

similar groups around the world: Kadima in Canada, Pro-Zion in Great Britain, Dem­

cratic Zionist Association in South Africa and a potential group in Australia), 

represents a fulfillment and intensification of the initial purpose of affiliating 

the World Union with the World Zionist Organisation. Just as Orthodox Jewry is 

now represented in the World Zionist Organisation by Mizrahi (an individual 

Membership organisation, organised along the lines of ARZA), and the World 

Conference of Kehillot and Synagogues (an international organisation of 

congregations), so do we now have two types of membership - organisational (the 

World Union) and individual (ARZA, Kadima, Pro-Zion, etc.). The development of 

two types of organisation has now also been completed by all three branches of 

Judaism, in that the Conservatives have now organised Mercaz (the equivalent of 

ARZA) in addition to the affiliation with the World Zionist Organisation on the 

part of the World Council of Synagogues. This development of two parallel means 

of affiliation with the World Zionist Organisation presents potential problems 

as well as potential opportunities for the World Zionist Organisation and for each 

of the religious groups in terms of their own internal relationships. The matter 

is now being reviewed by the World Zionist Organisation and perhaps there may be 

some recommendation forthcoming within the next period of time before the next 

World Zionist Congress. However, it is clear that both forms of organisation 

will remain and will be encouraged to develop, and even intensify their relationship 

to the World Zionist Organisation. 
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As far as ARZA's relations to the other groups and institutions within the Union 

of American Hebrew Congregations and the World Union family, these are matters 

which require a clear-cut definition, with the objectives both of activating our 

individual _members and making our Reform movement as a whole more effective 

· within the world Zionist movement. 

The relations between ARZA and the other instrumentalities within the Reform 

Movement are determined by its Constitution and Platform. There are two key 

paragraphs which should serve as a focus of our attention. 

The ARZA Constitution, Article III, Objects. "The objects of ARZA are: ..... 

(c). To foster the development of Liberal Judaism in Israel in cooperation with 

the World Union for Progressive Judaism, to reaffirm our commitment to pluralism 

in Jewish religious life, and to promote the acceptance of such pluralism by 

the State of Israel". 

The ARZA Platform, Section IV, article 3, has this phrase: "We are committed to 

fostering, under the aegis of the World Union for Progressive Judaism, the furth er 

development of the Israel Movement for Progressive Judaism, its synagogues and 

its programs of formal and informal education. We are committed to strengthening 

the work in Israel of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, the 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the World Union for Progressive Judaism 

(a complete list of programs and projects is attached)." 

From the above, it is clear that the institutional objectives of ARZA, the UAHC 

and the WUPJ are interdependent. The World Union needs a broad body of support 

which can come only from individuals such as ARZA members who are committed to 

Israel in general and sensitized to the needs of our movement in particular. For 

its part, ARZA, in order to have the proper motivation and involvement needs the 
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Israel Movement for inspiration and a cause. This requires the closest coordi­

nation between the World Union-Israel Movement for Progressive Judaism and ARZA. 

When one reviews the literature of ARZA in its organisational stage, among the 

primary motivations for joining ARZA were those related to the program of the 

Progressive Movement in Israel and to its struggle for rights. The relationship 

between ARZA and these programs and concerns should be intensified. ARZA can 

serve as a bridge between the American Reform Movement and the Israel Progressive 

Movement. 

ARZA is an individual membership organisation. Its task is to activate its 

members and to enlist new members for two primary purposes: 

a) to Zionize American Reform Judaism through education, political 

action and educational life experiences in America and Israel 

b) to sustain the building of Progressive Judaism in Israel 

If, as it now appears, the Israel Commission and ARZA may eventually merge 

(though it is essential to sustain and if possible expand the Israel Commission 

fundraising campaign), then the relationship between ARZA and the World Union 

should be similar to that between the Israel Commission and the World Union. The 

present jurisdictional understandings are as follows: 

1) The World Union for Progressive Judaism and/or its agency the Israel 

Movement for Progressive Judaism have primary responsibility for all programs 

conducted in Israel by and for Israelis. 

2) The Union of American Hebrew Congregations and/or its affiliates and 

departments have primary responsibility for all programs conducted in Israel for 

Americans. 

3) Programs which involve Israelis and non-Israelis are undertaken 

cooperatively with the respective institutions involved. 

4) In order to assure coordination, new projects which affect existing 
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programs or relationships are to be cleared with the respective bodies. 

Fundraising understanding. It is recommended that the same understanding which 

existed between the Israel Commission and the World Union exist between ARZA and 

the World Union: as a membership organisation, ARZA seeks mass identification and 

participation, through membership dues, whereas the World Union-North American 

Board is primarily concerned with education and fundraising for individual 

contributions, preferably of $100 or over. ARZA can and should serve as an 

educational instrument to provide background and a stimulus to fundraising in 

behalf of the World Union. 

ARZA-Israel Commission budget. Since ARZA and the Israel Commission budget are 

to be considered as a package, it is essential for ARZA to establish an order of 

priorities. In my own judgment first priority should be given to existing 

personnel, and programs which have traditionally been supported by the Israel 

Commission. These include: 

a) The ARZA-Israel Commission office in New York 

b) The staff who have been engaged to work in Israel under the 

supervision of the UAHC Department of Youth Activities. Over the 

years a fixed allocation of $35,000 has been given. 

c) Allocations to the World Union budget, which have gone toward 

salaries of staff in Israel. Over the years these have been in 

varying amounts, decreasing in recent years, due to lack of funds in 

the Israel Commission. With an expanded budget anticipated, the 

relationship between ARZA and the World Union should be such that 

greater support can be anticipated. Such support can be designated 

to assist specific projects in Israel: example, Israel Movement's 

youth program, summer camp program, etc. 
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The Reform Jewish Appeal. Though the Reform Jewish Appeal is not directly related 

to this discussio~, it is deemed essential to point out to those who have 

responsibility for the RJA campaign, that in the last year, there have been 

several instances where the appeal used by the RJA has been made in behalf of 

supporting the Progressive Movement in Israel. This represents an infringement 

of jurisdiction and has already resulted in several instances of discontinuance 

or decrease in contributions to the WUPJ. The RJA is urged to desist from further 

complicating an already complicated institutional interrelationship. 

The North American Board - Proposed Reorganisation. Given the present situation 

where the president and key members of the Executive Committee of the World 

Union reside in New York and the headquarters office is in Jerusalem, it makes 

little sense to continue the structure of the North American Board which was 

predicated originally on a headquarters in London. If the primary purpose of 

the North American Board is fundraising, then the persons who constitute the 

North American Board should be persons who are interested in the program and who 

are themselves willing to contribute and to encourage others to contribute. The 

North American Board should function in relationship to the WoDld Union very 

much the same way that the Board of Overseers of the HUC-JIR function in relation­

ship to the Board of Governors of the HUC-JIR. There should be meetings once or 

twice a year which would be primarily educational and 1nspirational, as well as 

providing an opportunity for raising funds to support the World Union. Considera­

tion should be given to convening regional meetings in selected areas once a year. 

There are two ways to approach this objective: 

1. To reconstitute the North American Board, so that it is not a 

representative body but, as in the case of the Board of Overseers of the HUC-JI R, 

a group of individuals committed to the purposes of the World Union and to help 

gain financial support for it. Or 
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2. To retain the present constituent basis of the North American Board 

and supplement it by an expansion of many delegates-at-lay,ge who would be picked 

botq on the basis of commitment to the purposes of the World Union and capacity 

to contribute financial support. 

I personally favour a combination of both 1. and 2 . , with a very much smaller 

constituent representation in the North American Board, to make sure that all the 

agencies are represented and then a considerable expansion of persons-at-large. 

If the basic philosophy is accepted, this can be worked out in detail by a 

small committee. 

The ques t ion of a divided or an int egrated ARZA-World Union office. It has 

always been my philosophy that the various organisational frameworks which we have 

established, whether they be the Union or the World Union, the Israel Commission 

or ARZA, are frameworks for the purpose of achieving certain objectives. What 

unfortunately happens is that in the course of implementing programs and demon­

strating institutional progress, the frameworks often become ends in and of 

themselves and the ultimate objectives are neglected. Organisations which have 

complementary purposes and draw their participants and support from the same 

groups of people, often become competitive. The Jewish community is replete with 

institutional competitiveness and duplication, and we in the Reform Movement have 

not been immune. Some of the problems are inherent in the human situation and in 

human nature. The most effective way to minimize duplication and competitivenes s 

is through coordination. Coordination can be achieved through professional staff 

and lay leadership. 

In our instance, I urge that coordination between ARZA and the North American 

Board, the Union and the World Union, be achieved through an integrated office 

and a coordinated lay structure . In essence we need in the New York office a 

united Desk for Israel and World Jewry. That desk should be directed by an 
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executive who is responsible for the overall program. He in turn directs a staff 

which is given assignments either on an organisational or a functional basis. 

Lay coordination should be assured through formal and informal integration of 

leadership. Key officers of both ARZA and the World Union-North American Board 

should serve on the respective leadership councils, a practice which in effect 

has already been implemented, but which should be regularised and formalised. In 

addition, there should be meetings at least twice a year between the officers of 

the two groups, who would in effect serve as a Governing Council to formulate 

overall policy. This meeting should be formalized and placed on the agenda of 

both organisations. 

Successful coordination has already been demonstrated. The two delegations of 

ARZA and the World Union functioned effectively as one at the World Zionist 

Congress. The staff of the World Union in Jerusalem serve as the staff of ARZA, 

and will continue to do so in the future. Ultimately, coordination in New York 

is dependent on coordination in Jerusalem. A similar type of coordination is 

achieved by the Jewish Agency and the World Zionist Organisation, with a much more 

complex machinery, a staff of thousands and a budget of $500,000,000. Though 

there are some problems, any alternative to their coordination is inconceivabl e . 

We on our infinitessimally smaller scale should be able to function in the same 

spirit. 

Recommendations for Staff Assignments. 

1. The professional Director of ARZA and the North American Board remains Rabbi Ira 

Youdovin, who has demonstrated his dedication, initiative, intelligence and creativ: 

2. A new executive staff person should be engaged to implemen~ the program of t he 

North American Board. His or her assignment should be as outlined in previous memos 

3. Secretarial staff should be assigned as needed, wherever possible functioning 

in a coordinated role. 
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SUBJECT: MJPJ-ARZA 
~ 

It is :important that we establish .a context. The World Union has 
just completed the best .ft.md-raising year in its history. CA.tr current 
voltnne of activities in Israel and throughout the world is .t.mprecedented. 
The North .American Board is about to .. hold its first meeting in nearly 
two years t.mder the leadership of .a dedicated and talented new chainna.no 
As an indication .of how far we've come, .we might consider that last 
summer's international .Conference, which .was a deep disappointment in 
terms of attendance, .nevertheless was significantly larger than one 
held in_ Amsterdam eight years ago. Indeed, it was the .second largest 
Conference .in our .history, and one of the very best .programmatically. 
While the World Union today faces .serious financial and organizational 
problems, we should appreciate our achievements, and deal with the 
future from a position of strength. 

1. • ·WUPJ.;ARZA. · In terms of ftmction, .the lines dividing the W.JPJ 
and ARZA are rather clear. Programs in Israel for Israelis are tm.der 
l\lJPJ auspices. ARZA deals primarily with .American Refonn Jewry 
in its relationship to Israel. The two organizations have comple­
menting affiliations with the World Zionist Organization, each 
adding to Reform Judaism's collective presence. The only area in 
which there might be some ftm.ctional overlapping is in sponsoring 
missions for American to Israel, but neither the WUPJ nor AFZA 
is planning a major travel program. 

The danger of confusion lies not in function, but in perception: 
how the NJPJ and .AKlA are perceived in the .American Jewish 
connmmity. Some confusion 1s inevitable. AR1.A cannot be an 
effective advocate for Jewish pluralism without, at the same time, 
demonstrating a meaningful conunitment to the Israel Movement for 
Progressive .Judaism. Conversely, the WJPJ cannot fulfill its 
commitment to the Israel Movement tm.less it is active politically. 
These two aspects are intertwined. 
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This fact, however, need not ignite hannful competitiveness. On 
the contrary, the two organizations should exist symbiotically. 
The key is for each to develop its own identity and own leadership, 
so that each might be perceived as a unique means of achieving the 
same goalo In this way, broader segments of .the total comnunity 
might be enlisted in the endeavor. 

2. • ·structural ~tions. The ftmdamental choice is between .maintaining an 
"integrated office housing both the WUPJ and ARZA .under one director, 
or dividing the offices with the WUPJ having its own director responsible 
to Rabbi Hir~ch and our several lay bodies. 

The extent . to which this office . would be independent -should not be 
overstated. The WUPJ is and must remain an integral part of the Refonn 
M:>vement, closely allied on every level with the UAHC. My view is that 
the WUPJ should remain in the 1-buse of Living Judaism; its staff should 
remain part of the UAHC staff as is now the case. 

Although a detailed discussion of such .matters as cost goes beyond the 
scope of this memo, it should be .noted in passing that preliminary 
calculations .indicate that the two options would. require approximately 
the same salary and support budget. Should the .WlJPJ opt .for its own 
office, it would assume . the 50% of the director's salary currently paid 
by ARZA. Should the decision .be for an integrated .office, the WUPJ 
would proceed to implement our .Executive Connnittee '.s resolution to 
hire a second professional .whose •. salary would be .approximately 50% of 
the directors~. Similar figuring would apply to the secretarial staff. 

3. •• ·considerations 

a. Internal. .Lay bodies . require professional . staff to faithfully 
execute policy and, where necessary.., .. to adopt a strong advocacy 
position on behalf of their organization. As presently structured, 
the New York office .is responsible .to .four .lay bodies: the WUPJ 
Governing .Body-Exe~tive .Conmittee, the North American Board, 
the ARZA Board-Executive Connnittee, the U.AH: Board of Trustees. 
Professionally, the .director reports to both Rabbis Hirsch and 
Schindler. 

This is an acceptable .situation .only if the lay leaders, who 
created the .structure, tmderstand its inherent limitations. 
The question . is not only one of providing adequate staff to handle 
a dual job. The conflict also impacts on the director's role 
in establishing priorities for his own involvement. Both groups 
deserve to "come first", but only one can at any given moment. 

b. ·External. One director serving both the WUPJ and .ARZA of 
necessity compromises any attempt to .establish separate organizational 

identities. 

In tenns of practical effectiveness, it is impossible for one 
person to build parallel structures, giving both the WUPJ and .ARZA 

their own identities· in our congregations and regions. This 
difficulty is confotmded by the specialized Zionist character 
of .ARZA affiliation; the director of a Zionist organization is 
ill-equipped to enlist the participation of individuals who are 
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anxious to build Progressive Judaism throughout the world, 
but not as Zionist members. 

4. Inter~agency ·cootdination. An obvious advantage of an integrated office is 

the potential for coordinating activities. Maintaining coordination is a 

consideration that nrust be built into any WUPJ-ARZA arrangement. 

True coordination may be achieved only through on-going contact on the 

professional and lay level. It is strongly recommended that a Coordinating 

Commi:ttee of this description be established immediately. It should have 
a regularized schedule of periodic meetings, so that it does not convene 

only in an atmosphere of conflict. 

S. Recommendations. These are very tentative and should serve solely as a 

basis for further discussion. 

A. The WUPJ should give serious consideration to establishing its own 
New York office with a director of its own. His/her job description 
would be essentially what it is now, but on a full-time basis thus 

affording adequate time to meet WJPJ needs. 

B. If the decision is for an integrated office, the second professional 

should be identified exclusively with the WUPJ. He/she should assume 
the primary role in building the North American Board and developing 
fund-raising potential in North America. In effect (and, I suggest, 
in title as well), the individual would assume the directorship of the 

North American B card. I would supervise the new person's activity and, 
of course, would continue tQ represent the MJPJ at fund-raising and 
other gatherings. •·· • .. · ··'· • 

This would allow within the MJPJ for a subtil.e ~ highlyt advantageous 
shift in my own area of responsibility. I would be more available 

to facilitate liaison with our overseas affiliates and Executive 
Committee. This, in tum, would promote a fuller and more satisfactory 

involvement of lay leadership, adding to the internal strength of the 

WUPJ. 
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SUBJECT: WUPJ-ARZA 

1. Introduction and Scope. This memo is being written in response to 
a request from the WUPJ ' leadership for input on the question of WUPJ­
AKlA relations, particularly as this matter affects my office. It is 
not intended as a definitive statement, but as the basis for further 
discussion and evaluation. 

2. Overview. Perceptions of competitiveness between the World Union 
and ARZA are engendered almost entirely by the current lack of adequate 
staff time available for the proper frmctioning of two organizations. 
It is a factor which impacts equally on the WUPJ and ARZA; both have 
agendas which. are beyond current staffhour capabilities. It is essen­
tial, however, that this factor, which is easily overcome, not be over­
blown into a thesis that sees the two organizations as being inherently 
in conflict. 

Of course, there ITR1st be some overlapping of projects and procedures. 
AKlA is an .American membership organization; the World Union oversees 
the development of Refonn Judaism overseas, particularly in Israel. 
Yet, AR2A cannot be cut off from concern with Israel Refonn Judaism any 
more than the World Union can function without a strong North .American 
Board as well as regional and local structures. 

Each organization, however, offers its own rmique approach. This opens 
to .American Reform Jews options for participation in our common enter­
prise, thus involving a broader segment of the comrmmity in the work. 
Properly rmderstood, the WUPJ-ARZA relationship is not competitive; it 
is symbiotic. --

Fears that ARZA will destroy the WUPJ are rmfounded. Even if AKlA 
eventually realizes its goal of 50,000 members, it will be reaching 
only a small fraction of the connmmity. Besides, there is no reason to 
believe that a $10 ARZA membership in any way precludes a more substan­
tial contribution to the World Union, which relies on contributions of 
$100+ for approximately 90% of its fund-raising income in North .America. 
On the contrary, an individual who has been sensitized to the needs of 
Israel Refonn Judaism through his/her ARZA membership is a more likely 
prospect for participation in the larger-gifts campaign conducted by 
the WUPJ. 
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3. Coordination. Both the WUPJ and ARZA face one danger: public confusion over 
their respective roles and responsibilities. No leadership-level effort at defin­
ing prerogatives will overcome this danger unless both the WUPJ and ARZA project 
themselves as separate organizations, each with its owrt leadership and channels 
for leadership advancement, each with its own unique ideological nuances attract­
ing the loyalties of different segments of the community. 

As an illustration of how this confusion is engendered, we can focus on the inte­
grated office which is now the address for both the WUPJ and ARZA: 

a. ARZA is accurately perceived as being part of the UAHC. An integrated 
office cannot help but project an image that the WUPJ is, similarly, a department 
of the UAHC. As the WUPJ must raise most of its own funds, this perception is cer­
tainly counter-productive in reaching people who already pay MUM dues and make con­
tributions to the R.JA. 

b. In creating PKlA, the movement explicitly noted that the new organization 
would serve as one, highly specialized vehicle for involving part of our corrnmmity, 
those who seek Zionist affiliation. If, however, the primary WUPJ professional in 
North .America is identified as the professional head of a Zionist organization, 
this seriously impedes entree to the large number of .American Reform Jews who wish 
to participate in building Israel Reform Judaism, but not as Zionists. 

c. Beyond these subtleties, there is the confusion engendered when I am in­
vited by a conmrunity to speak on behalf of one organization, and then bargain for 
an opportunity to speak also on behalf of the other (as when I'm asked to . conduct 
an ARZA membership meeting and request a fund-raising parlor meeting for the WUPJ). 
This procedure is contrary to the fundamentals of fund-raising, which caution 
against confusion as being extremely deliterious to the already difficult matter 
of making an effective appeal. 

d. Ideology. This factor has not received sufficient attention. Let us 
suppose for the sake of illustration that the PKlA Board adopts one position regard­
ing an item of Israeli government policy and the WUPJ Executive Connnittee adopts 
an opposite position. Or suppose the issue is Jewish funding for noshrim. Wbereas 
ARZA is proscribed by Article 15 of the UAHC Constitution from settmg policy con­
trary to that of the UAHC, no such restriction applies to the WUPJ. The . implica-
tions of this situation are obvious. 

1 

Internally, the lay leadership of both the WUPJ and ARZA require a professional 
responsive to their directives. At present, the New York office is responsible 
to four separate lay bodies, each determining policy through democratic vote: the 
WUPJ Governing Body, North .American Board, ARZA Board, and UAHC Board. 

An integrated office might, in theory, serve as a fence to harmful competitiveness 
by filtering potentially competitive policy directives at the point of implementa­
tion. In fact, this is not an appropriate staff function. Besides, it is a short­
sighted procedure which treats symptoms rather than dealing with underlying differ­
ences in perspective. These warrant discussion and coordination by lay and pro­
fessional leaders of both the WUPJ and ARZA meeting regularly in an officially­
designated Coordinating Corrnnittee. An example is the Big Six Connnittee in which 
the heads of the UAHC, HUC-JIR and CCAR iron out potential conflicts and develop 
movement-wide policy. 
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4. Postscript. As stated at the outset, the foregoing has been written for the 
purpose of initiating a long-overdue discussion. There are, perhaps, structural 
mechanisms that can resolve operational problems while maintaining an integrated 
office. Every possible avenue must be explored before a final determination is 
made. 

Should the final determination be that the interests of the WUPJ are best served 
by a separate office, care must be taken to integrate this office into the work­
ings of the movement. Separation by itself is no more a successful resolution 
than is integration. 

Finally, it must be underscored that the WUPJ faces long-standing structural and 
operational problems which antedate AF:lA. During the fifty years of its existence 
prior to the creation of .AfaA, the WUPJ never succeeded in establishing its right­
ful place as a full participant in our world-wide Reform movement, nor in acquaint­
ing North .American Reform Jewry with its essential work, particularly in a way to 
elicit adequate support and participation. The question of whether the New York 
office will be integrated or separate is really of secondary importance. Either 
way, the WUPJ must take steps to make itself a more effective organization. The 
current discussion over relationships should not be allowed to distract attention 
from this. 
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MlEM (0) ~ANID> UM 
Date ___ M_a_r~ch~=2=2~' ---=l -9 ___ 7 ___ 7 __ _ 

From Rabbi Ira s. Youdovin 

To Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Copy for information of~.-------------·-----------------

Subject __ K_e_d_ em __ S=y_n_a~g_o~gu_ e_ L_a_n_d ______________________________ _ 

I spoke with Dick. The mayor, Lahat, is on our side, but doesn't 
want to stir the issue again until after the elections. Lahat is 
a good friend and strong supporter; extensive publicity at this 
point would reflect poorly on the image of his city. 

Dick asks that you cable Arzi and Unikovsy of the ILP (who sent the 
original telex) thanking them for their support and asking them to 
remain in close touch with Hirsch. 

I'd appreciate receiving a copy of whatever you send. 



I .' 

March 21, 1977 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Ira Youdovin 

I just saw the text of the wire from the Tel Aviv City Council ILP 
Representatives. Would you please draft a response for me. While they 
addressed the cable to me at the Presidents' Conference this is not a 
matter which falls within that organization's purview. Please also be 
sure to shaltethe wire with Dick. Perhaps he can arrange to meet with this 
group. 



, . 
• 

March 17, 1977 

1!.:dith J. Miller 

Rabbi Ira Youdovin 

~,chael Langer was kind enough to translate a wire we received from 
Israel and the Engl~sh text is enclosed. Rabbi Schindler hasn't seen thi 
as yet ~ince he is still out of the country but I anted to bring it to your 
attention. 

Note t1.a. ... i:: '!.1/1S sent to AMS at the Presidents' Conferehc and that 
could mean they want the P.C/ to get involved -- it could also mean they 
do not know he is the head of the Refo1."l'l1 Move .nt. At any rate, if you 
have any in,fo from Israel on this situatio1. please do share it with this 
office. Before th_r is a 4:esponsc we shou d know what' happening on the 
local scene with rropJ eople. 

), 
., I 



. ' 
Alexander Schindler 
Presidents Conference 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

The Tel - Aviv City council decided by majority vote to reject the request 

of the Progressive Jewish Congregation for a plot (of land) for a community 

center and house of prayer. We see this decision as an infraction (an 

offense) against the elementary right of Jews to pray according to the ritual 

which they desire as Western and American Jews. 

This decision is of more than local importance and is an offense to the 

largest Jewish grouping. We advise you to send an authorized delegation to 

appear before the City Council and to explain the nature of your movement, 

its activities, and its contribution to Jewish existence and the justice of 

your demands. 

Neither of us (undersigned) belong to your movement but we appreciate your 

contribution to the existence of the Jewish People in the Diaspora and we 

demand that Jews - veteran settlers and olim - should be able to pray in 

accordance with their ritual. We will continue our struggle for this elementary 

right but we feel that you must involve yourselves in this matter. 

Yizhak Arzi, Deputy Mayor 
Perez Unikovsky, Vice- Mayor 
I.L.P. (Progressive Party) Representatives in 

Tel Aviv City Council 
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CHAIRMAN 
Tracy H. Ferguson 

CO-CHAIRMAN 
Rabbi Leon A. Kronish 

DIRECTORS 
Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
Rabbi Ira S. Youdovin 

ISS IO 
i1p>1nN.1 n>rrpnn n1,i1> 1\!I 1N7\!J> n.:v1 
838 FIFTH AVENUE• NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 

Mr. Tracy Ferguson 
1 Lincoln Center 
Syracuse, New York 13202 

Dear Tracy: 

April 21, 1977 

I received the enclosed letter from Gerard Daniel which I 
believe is very s_ignificant. 

Mr. Daniel arrived at the conclusion in his letter independently 
and wrote me on his own initiative after participating in the 
meeti_ng of the Finance Committee of the World Union. His wife 
is ' Treasurer of the World Union. Mr. Daniel is also the president 
of our congregation in Larchmont, lived in Israel for a number of 
years and has a fine perception of both Israeli Jewry and . 
American Jewish life . His comments are, therefore, of significance, 
and I am hop eful will corroborate the validity of some of the 
positions which we have arrived at on our own. 

Shalom u'vracha, 
_.,, 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

RGH:MH 

;;~·~ /~ 

A Joint Commission of the Union of American Hebrew Cong regations, the Central Conference of American Rabbis. the National Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods, the National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods, the Nat ional Federation of Tem ple Youth, th e Nationa l Association of Temple 
Administrators, the National Association of Temple Educators, the American Conference of Cantors. the North American Board of the World Union 
fo r Progressive Judaism. and the Hebrew 'Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion 
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April 18, 1977 

Gerard Daniel 

1000 Sea haven Drive 

Mamaroneck , New York 10543 

Rabbi Richard Hirsch 
Room 700 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear Dick: 

I would like to go very briefly over the concerns that I 

voiced to~ou during our meeting of last week concern~ng the 

Israel Movement's budget. 

The simple truth is that despite the UAHC avowed interest in 

Israel as manifested by the large publicity given to the 

opening of our Kibbutz in Israel (largely financed by the 

Government of Israel) and the publicity afforded to the 

November Conference in Jerusayj,em, Israel is still low on the 

Unions~ priorities, where it counts, namely finance. 

As you described eloquently, and as I witnessed personally, 

the Reformed Congretations in Israel are all mired in 

financial difficulties. In the largest city in Isreal, with 

its high population concentration, we have one basement 

of a Temple, a facility which hardly any Temple in the U~ited 

States would even consider for its Youth facility. 

I am fully aware of the fact that the vast majority of 

Congregations in the United States have difficulty of meeting 

their budgets, and that the Union is not exactly working with 

~ surplus either. 

Yet, when large building projects or huiJdifig projects of 

a different nature, such as a project funded by a special 

endowment is concerned, you can be sure that it is not 

directed towards Israel. 

Somehow it appears to me it is a tragic missing on one of 

the most important opportunities that is taking place at this 

time: 
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Page 2 ... 

Gerard Daniel 

1000 ?eahaven Drive 
Mamat'9neck, New York l 0543 

1 .. The Reform Movement in the United 
States has in my opinion reached its 
maximum growth potential, because 
Synagogue growth has come to a stop. 
Mtunbership numbers are faltering and 
were it not for the Israel orientation 
of our youth organizations, these youth 
directions would be wilting away even 
faster than the decline in adult membership. 
No need to belabor this point. The 
statistica and facts are knownto you 
and the Union Executive well enough. 

2 .. Without question our biggest growth 
potential is in Israel. I may be so 
presumptuous as to judge the Israel 
scene, as one who lived many years in 
Israel and my wife's and my annual 
visits to Israel confirm our findings. 
The Israeli youth is searching for an 
identy in more than one way. Its national 
identity may be established. Its . social 
and spiritual identity has by and large 
not been established. 

How is it possible that the Union at this critical time 
fails to recognize thatnot only rt a unique chance for rapid 
growth and important participation in the Israeli religious 
and social life aspectsuavailable and beckoning, but also 
evidently fails to recogniye that a strong Israel thrust 
will give its congregationit~c-much needed blood transfusion. 
Surely the UAHC leadership is not misled by the outwardly 
smooth functioning of its member congregations; and if the 
dynamics of the SO's and early 60's in the student movements 
is sorely lacking in the 70's (and replaced by such 
outlandish movements as the Chabad) ~ yet what is the 
leadership really committing to Israel? 
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Gerard Daniel 

1000 Sea haven Drive 
Ma mar~mcck,"New York 10543 

One of the most promising aspects of our growth in Israel­
provided we can supply decent Temples to our Israeli Reform 
Movement brothers-is the National Youth Movement, but without 
proper Temple bases, this will be difficult to bring about. 

I am aware of the fact thaf Israeli Congregations are willing 
to contribute, but judging o/our short written expose anJ~;wn 
experience in Israel, it just simply will take funds from the 
United States to help build up these Congregations and give 
them decent facilities, etc. 

Dick, I think it boil.S. down to a strong effort on your part 
and the World Union-Israel Movement to convince the Union 
in the United States and its Israel Commission that a drastic 
change in priorities is of the highest urgency. 

Ruth and I discussed with you the limits La World Union 
{Israel Drive as you and Ira and a few friends of our group 
have conducted in the United States):'and I simply fear that 
much larger sums as a regular income than the present level 
will be difficult to obtain. 

Should a much desirable Reform Zionist Movement inside the 
UAHC firul(erge, in the future, I could consider that some 
additional funds might be obtained from the "Zionists1

' inside 
our Movement. However, this may take a number of years. 

It comes down to secure out of the UAHC budget a larger slice 
than the pittance presently given to the Israel Movement 
( and I am aware of course of the fact that the Union pays 
directly larger sums than are shown in the World Union budget, 
such as the salaries of the Youth Directors, the Kibbutz 
contributions,some personnel salaries, etc.) 

You seem to be resigned that the multi-million dollar project 
for the Hebrew Union College must take priority to the Israel 
Program. 

, _ 
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Gerard Daniel 

1000 Scahaven Drive 

Mamaroneck, New York 10543 . 

I cannot accept this at all. Far from underestimating the 
importance of the HUC and its important role, it is not only 
playing in our Movement, but also on the larger American scene, 

a strong representation should be made at this time that we 

are missing an historical chance in Israel if we do not corrrrnit 

far larger sums to Israel at this time. 

Something is drastically wrong when the budget of one medium 
to large congregation in the United States is far above the 

budget of all the Synagogues that we at present count ours 
in Israel. Your best seed money that we can corrrrnit at thfs time 
to our survival is seed money going into Israel. When a Nelson 
Gluck, who I believe was far from being a corrnnitted Zionis~ 
saw the necessity of our reaching out into Israel, our present 

leadership which is Zionist and has by now a good knowledge of 

conditions in Israel, should take a drastic step in this direction, 

even if it is not popular among the membership at large. 

Dick, I feel strongly that if we begin to circularize to all 

the member congregations of the Union a simple table of 
comparative figures such as total UAHC expenditures, total 
HUC expenditures, and put against these the total expenditures 

going to Israel (even including the College) and follow this up 

with a good solid public relations campaign to member 
congregations (both in writing and word of mouth),~ I bel~ve 
that a resolution properly prepared, documented and strongly 
supported by you and the World Union, en~ other hand, and 
at least not opposed by the UAHC leadership could result in 
successful reallocation of funds. 

It is difficult to judge whether it is wise at this time to 

enter into the experiment of the revenue sharing out of the 
Reform Jewish Appeal that you mentioned being discussed for the 

Chicago area. I am afraid that all these approaches are too 

tentative and too slow. 

I wish you -luck in your mee_t _i~g. _!1.~.th the Union Officers and that 
you can make it clear how essential it is that their wholehearted 

support is forthcoming both for the good of our Movement in Israel 

and for the good of our Movement in the United States. 
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Gerard Daniel 
1000 Sea haven Drive 

Mamaroneck, New York 10543 

Please let me know what we can do to further this goal. 
It was nice seeing you again. Best wishes and shalom. 

G .. Daniel 
GD/cc 

yours, 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Joshua M. Dwork 

April 25, 1977 

Ira Youdovin just made inquiry concerning a $2,500. check which I gave you 
in 1976. Please transfer this sum from my Special Discretionary Fund to 
the National Commission on Israel. This is what these sums were intended 
for. 
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OFFICE OF THE RABBI 

HAROLD S . SILVER. D. D. 

Dear Ira: 

ORGANIZED 1843 

THE 
CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL 

701 FARMINGTON AVENUE 
WEST HARTFORD• CONN. 06119 

March 23, 1977 

Enclosed you will find a copy of our check 
which we sent to you in August of last year 
with our annual contribution. This should 
give you the information you need to find 
out who pocketed the dough. It would appear 
that the check was deposited to a "President's 
Discretionary Fund" as you will note on the 
back of the check. All of which means that 
Alex may have inadvertently stashed it away. 
In the future so that there will be no con­
fusion, I will, of course, send the check 
directly to you. 

Hoping that this clears up the matter and with 
heartfelt Passover greetings, I remain 

As ever, 

j 
Encs. 
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D ate April 1 , 1977 

From __ p.abbi Alexander M. Schindler 

To Rabb i Ira Youdov i n 

Copy for inform.;.ti:m of _________________________________ _ 

Subject _______________________ ----c-------------

Will you Fl Ee.SE: c,.eck sor.ie ir.acc uracies on the iZopel bill enclosed : 

1/ I had been acvised tha t the pr i vate car transfer was part of the 
a 5 ree~ent . Bad I known there would be a char ge I would have taken a 
cheroot . 

2/ As for the private car in Eila t a t $120 . this involved other peopl e , 
it v:2s :riot solely for R..'1e2. and r.,e so we should not be charged the full 
sw~ it shouJc at least be pro rated --- short of no charge at all . 

3/ The cna:::-ge for R'iea ' s and my fl ight to Ei l a t is correct . 

1 . Let 's consider the._-pri vate car transfer as our treat . 

2 . -::::-ie pr::.vc..te car in Eilat was arranc_::ed exclusively for you 2.nd ~'lea . I 
went along strictly as a trouble-shooter/ Otherwise, I would have driven 
oo·"-n v,i th Dick or ta}.en one of the char1-ered buses . AI:.)..,...,.-a.y , it ·,;as an 
cn~:oyable trip and I enjoyed sharing miU:sha.1;:e s at Yotvata . 
c~, we split the $120 in half ? / 

If this is agreeable , the total due to/the Wor ld Union , including your air 
tickets is $196 . 

fl 

2] 2/249-0i 00 

I I 
I 
i 
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13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel 

Office of Executive Diredor 

nr.i,pnr.i niii1"7 "Y.l71.Yi1 i1l"Xi1 

WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

Tel. 234-748, 232-444 .?P 

MEMORANDUM 

from: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
l( to: 

1.3 111 1,nn ·n, 
c,,~17, 

16th March, 1977 

Enclosed is a sheet which shows the expenses of Rabbi Alexander Schindler, 
paid for by us to Kopel. Please submit this to Josh Dwork for reimburse­
ment. 
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co VEN TIO S ( KOPEL TOU S) LTD. -.' 

122; HAYARKON ST. TEL-AVIV TEL. 24026514 KOPCON T. A. TELE,X 03-41132 
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CR. 

DEB. INVOICE M 

D•te.29. December .. 1976 

473 

Your ref. No. 

Our ref . No. 

DA TE 

Golden Jubil ee Confer ence - World Union for Progressive 
TO MESSRS ··································································.···· ··············· ········· ····················· ··•···J-uda·ism-;·· 

838 Fifth Avenue , New York , NY 10021, USA. Attn: Rabbi Ira 
1176/903 ··················· ·· ···· ··········· ·· ············ ··························•· ········ · ............ .............................. you-da-vin· 

DElAILS 

WORLD UNI ON FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM CONFERE tfCE 

Conference Shuttl e Service 

41 buses for 1/2 day at $96 .- per bus 
20 buses for straight transfer at 
S35.- per transfer 
6 days work for transfer co-ordinator 
at $30 .- per pday 

Additional Services Rendered to Organisers 

RABBI MOSHE HAIM WEILER 

~ 3,936.-

700.-

180. -

$ NET 

4,816 .-

19- 20 Nov Ram Hotel , B/B , 1 double at $11 . 05 per 
person, per night 22 .10 

19-21 Nov 
RABBI Ao ASSABI 
Ram Hotel , B/B, 1 double at $11 . 05 per 
person, per night 

RABBI A. SCHINDLER 
2 pax fli ght Jerusalem/Eilat/Jerusalem at 
$34.- per person, per way 
Private car transfer Atarot/King David 
Private car in Eilat 

Lunch with Abba Eban 
Friday night dinner at the JLM Hilton 
Transportation for participants in the 

dedication of Kibbutz Yahel 

TOTAL :AMOUNT DUE : 

136.-
13.-

120.-

Part of KOPEL Group of Companies 

335.30 

2 ,827.50 
6, 975.-

8 , 908 .-

7 

$23 ,861.80 

I , 

' 
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Aprill, 1977 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Ira Youdovin 

Will you please check some inaccuracies on the Kopel bill enclosed: 

1/ I had been advised that the private car transfer was part of the 
~qreement. Had I known there would be a charge I would have taken a 
cheroot. 

2/ As for the private car in Eilat at $120. this involved other people, 
it was not solely for Rhea and me so we should not be charged the full 
sum it should at least be pro rated ---short of no charge at all. 

3/ The charge for Rhea's and my fli~ht to Eilat is correct. 



-~ - ----- ----------- -----
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; MIEM CO ~ANID UM 
Date ___ ----'-M=a=r -"-c =h _ 3"'""l=s-, __ 1=9_7_7 __ 

From ___ R-"-a=b=b=i~A=l =e=x=a=nd=e=r:::........:M:.::....:..... ~S~c=h=1=·n~d~l=e=r'-------

To Joshua M. Dwork 

Copy for information of _____________________________ _ 

Subject __________ K_O_P_E_L_ B_I_L_L_F_O_R_ WU_ P_J_ C_O_NF_ E_RE_ N_C_E _______________ _ 

The charge for my flight and Rhea's to Eilat is correct. But the private 
car transfers at each end and use of the car in Eilat are not. 

I had been told that the private car transfer was part of the agreement. 
Had I known we would be charged I would have taken a cheroot. 

As for the private car in Eilat for $120. this involved other people, 
it was not for Rhea and me SCJ.ely,so we should not be charged the full 
surn ...... at least a pro rate charge would be in order, short of no charge 
at all. 

212/249-0100 



SINAI TEMPLE 
1100 D IC KINSON STREET . CORNER PORTER LAKE DRIVE 

SPRINGFIELD . MASSACHUSETTS 01108 

R A B B I DR . H ERMAN ELI OT S N Y DER 

"ab i r~ Y. u ·o~i - , 
York , t . Y. 10021 , .. :: laza iot . •-~o , 1 

, . J Confe r s r1 ... a 

u ar l ra, 
cc unn- wi th our e~nv ~sation J a ih~lo~ins a 

11 25 h V ilb ·r 19'7'6 1 t.t X'. 't!J Mr Lu10b:rt:i z . tif 

TEL . 736-3619 

l. ( a copy uf ~ ich ha ' b "* a:t l~d y u ,at t at 
) . 

•. \1 1:' ti · t1:11 • hi,, my b tog fo1rc. • tc pey 4'0$ t o th 
,- J~za ot l in J .i-tJna1 -111 b _· eaus • c f th · faa.l.u:t cf lh:i.p l 
t o d -r•osit a voucher which kt1aw ur1til ch ·•c;kin,g. 

t m&k ~ ~n - at;ly mo:rning fh up l not t _ 
m w~s n • h VQ1,1ch"" r f' r, your J r:i,sal Ult will b· 

.mde,, rltreetl.v t a th ' h.p·tel by .pu~ Qnv -,, tion $.taf . .. 
inciui:d. . ta Kopi~1 dtaff while .tn J ell'usal m giiirt 
s l t ti •ve r e s ans "Gn • t wo~ry . " 

4'05 s iust. fot room which wa■ inc ud i:. in -uur 
l T·ou,: whic:h we had Pt vi u:;ly pei - • 

r1 1:c t11 :i";r 15th r Lotsb.1:n zo r q_ua-.t d &. copy o,f uur 
azei tlot~l bill . hotCJ- copy f th bil l and f our 

ft'1 rtcein -xpi- ea, paym- nt o f s.- was: a nt•1t hiM. 

? hon call ·· inrlit;at h is i ·n conf - 1! ·nee , out. and wll 
•h •tly r turn. tc . 

F'tt~nkly l th nk it short- aigh'ted of Kop l no t tc S,jp.ay 
lhia p x0111pt-ly . do trav " 1 1111,n:h and fr que ntly t .p 
u:e 1 1 tc . Ju,;1t • tu~o d t:rott en e>ti nd d Su1.Jth 
ar..t f ic tJ:i1' . t'4oth1ng batt ,r, that, sa>tisf .&. d cu&t-r,11 r . 

nticipating yuur beiog abl to e cuzL u u r % fum.i . 
hat tnul' ., plu• ov r _pay uf' 405, lws 0.1.1r '. 5UO cont~i­

bution •ak this e•p· nalv l 

f ondly 

• 
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25 Nuv c mD e r 1976 

Kuµ ,.,1 Tc.urs, 
,w ·. as t 49th :,tr r-,., t, 
:· , , ,v Y LJ r k • ft . Y • 1001 7 

,. ~ dr , x·. Lcimorozo, 

;n Cll'! t: king-out of th J~rusal~m r' l _,ua Hott~ l in thr~ 
unr ly (Jawn-houru ( wh :.m 1 planned to µay for our t~xtras) 

was infurm~d i · alsu had ta pay for th~ room. Th By 
in d i cD L~d the y had not r e c e iv e ~ any vouche ~ but unly 
curr :- ~pundenc ;~ from K.Jp~l (on tt,~1 baais of ttrn corr t• ~;­
pon enc £: th1.~y had a · r i;s-1rnrvatlon for us). 

:' n .:..u1· u:crivol .in To .1. .:,viv t.l"h':. Koptt- l man (ll Nc,v r.mb u r) 
~ • w ·. ri? giv 1m on •:· singlt: voucht; r for ·- th (;!. P.am.,da Canti­
n , ntal. (T13l Aviv) and nun !:!. for J .··rusalrtm--witb a not1T 
11 i •1 , · Voache r for your stay in .J . rusele• will b t; hand 1~ d 
:: in.ctly ,l2 .!!l2 hot.e l by our Co11v l!ntion st•ff •" 

f n GU I S {, V~ral an~ mur 4 COOV P.rsations and contactu with 
, 01-.h: l r e prPa ontativ ,.'Hi wr~ Wt": r ,~ r ~paat,:.dly told " li on' t 
wur ry." hC b ~li~v e d the~. 

~ t th , _houx uf c h~cking-out, n e~ding ~a ~ak~ th~ plan e_ 
f , l: our r ,i turn llOmii: , uneblu to spond an additional day 
ii i con tact wl.th Kup,,: l, w t i had no choic t!' but to pay. 
T~i G wa ~ a nin e- day stay (14 - 22 Nov~mbur) ot ! 45 
µ r ~uy (charg ~ for room: Ill J27 • 49.05 ■£ rvic H ~or 
a _tu tc.1.L of J7b.05 H night). 

·"' o .JlJ lik t:'; yuur r .: f ,unci of I 405.00. This is onl_y 
L ,.::- th ,. room ann d u ;:~ not include any ottlur chergea 
W !"\'le.HJ'--• 

.. urry. It wa~ aggravating. 

Yours, 

:.: i c: I al ao pi,y yo\Jafor trensµortation frua tht:i eir,iport 
t~ th L T· l Aviv hct ~l, ond th~nce to Jeruaale~? Ther e 
wu•·1 ne;n v . 

cc Youdovin 



13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel 

Office of Executive Director 

n>:J,pnn n,,il,7 ,>:J7ll7il ,,,.,~il 
WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

Tel. 234-748, 232-444 . ,v 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, 
President - UAHC, 
838 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Alex, 

13 111 1,nn ·n, 

O'','Dl1' 

7th April, 1976 

Enclosed are a couple of clippings which you may not have seen because 
they appeared just about the time you left. 

You asked for a report on the reactions to your visit - you were 
exceptionally well received. I talked with a number of people, both 
reporters and members of the Knesset who were present at the luncheon; 
also people from the Prime Mimister's office. They all agreed that 
you are a considerable improvement over the past leadership, that you 
articulate well and speak "dugri" (that's an Arabic wori. meaning 
"straight"). • 

So yasher koach for a job well done. 

Also, for what it's worth, the members of the Zionist Executive, who 
are active in the President's Conference , ;ai;Mi. told me that you are 
exercising real leadership, giving people a sense of participation; 
you conduct the meetings well and fairly etc. 

) 

Now to our business. I am asking Ira to set up a meeting early in my 
visit with you and Al Vorspan , just the three of us, to talk about a 
number of matters: 

1) World Union leadership 
2) financial arrangements 
3) other matters over which I received some communications from 

you following your visit, which obviously were dictated before your 
trip , but which we did not have an opportunity to discuss. 

In addition, I am asking Ira to set up 'lDeetings with Josh, Steve etc. 
to discuss the financial matters. 

However, I am asking that the above meeting, just you, Al and myself, 
take place very early in my visit because I may ,want to take some action 
based on our initial conversation concerning the World Union leadership. 

Have a Chag Sameach . .dJ~ 

~~ G, ·,-v 
• 

Bivracha, 

r>IJz~ 
Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

cc. Mr. Albert Vorspan 
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28th March, !976 

Dear Uzi, 

I received the enclosed comnrunication from Alex 
Schindler. 

Can you please look into the matter and let me 
have a full report on it? 

cc. Rabb i A. Schindler 

Mr. Uz i Narkiss, 
Jewish Agency, 
P .O.B. 92, 
Jerusalem 

Bivracha, 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 



----------------------------

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Matthew B. Ross 

No·vember 26, 1974 
The Har-El Synagogue property is held in the name of the WUPJ. Emil 
Baar has the complete file on this matter and he was involved fx-am 
th v ry beginning way back in the sixti s. 

You ought to know that Emil i a bit put out at not having bean in· 
eluded in the meetinss held in Israel. Thi is not your fault, you 
did not know of his initi l involvement. AB a matter of fact. I 
wa not aware of hi role myself. But I hope we can seek to involv 
Emil somewhere along the line . 



MJEMO~AlNID>lUM 
----If/ From Rabb. Al Date November 18, ,1-974 

_ __:::::::.~1.~e~x~an~d~er:...JM!.:._JS~ch~i~ndgl~er:_____ -

To Theodore Broido 

Copy for information of 
Subject ---------------------

_

~P;le;as;e~l~e~t ~me:-:k=~~=-=--=~~---------=== 

f 
now ass o Har-El S na , . oon as possible • UAHC' y gogue in Jerusalem. h ' in whose n- the · is eld. Is it th W property e UPJ or the 

~-ep :----/I r/e , ! , "-( h-e /I If /lie or zµJ11t e,IJ Ov0"' ""-

'e fl1 
1 
t- IP-', 7 J -e w.h k ft I e -- - 7° u r 

/l}fr"!f. shc<JI k1//oq/ (!,art~ rJ O-J1M;t( 

de r ;J.e r 11? /-et"/ &,,,_ t L"J./-7 le_ pd7 
6 

P\.._ 

;1/,J /-'t -:?Y•ot·d {;:rncC fl ']:VcftlA-~✓ r/2-e_ 

wlir1k o"'- 1/1N11 f /fe"'-I ~ - - :r aJ;c,,,!A }µ!JdT 

/ A/ tlo (/1 I" 7 /,,,,,,,__ S" o,,,,, Ct/Pi·tU.. a/4 7 7./e C ~ 
.3 



0&te ___ No_v_e_m_b_e_r_l_8..:;,_1_9_7_4 __ 

To Matthew H. Ross 

Copy for information of __ __:N:.::'a::...::.c.::ha=-n=i=-e-=l~E-=-•_.::.;H:::e-=s-=s..z.;--=J-=o-=s..:.:h:.::u:.:::a:.....:.;1:....:•--=Th:.:..v:....:o:....:r:.:.k:__ ___ f&_-'-----~~----

Subject Har-El Synagogue, Jerusalem 

Nat approached me during recent sessions here at the Union about Har-El 
Synagogue and some funds which are required from the Union for that 
purpose. Sam Hoffberg also informed me that Nat approached him for 
funds from the Synagogue Building Loan Fund. I told both Nat and Sam 
that the matter must be taken up with you since you were there when 
t he deal was made . 

In the meantime, I am investigating to determine in whose name the Har-El 
property is held. I was always under the impression that it was in the 
name of the UAHC . A recent memo from Dick Hirsch suggests that it is 
"the World Union's property." If it is the latter, then the third party 
in the deal which you made must obviously be the World Union and not the 
UAHC. I hope to have an answer for you in a few days. 

I ~ 
J .. _ _ .,,,...,__- ----------



November 18, 1974 

Babbi Alexandet' • Sehbdler 
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13 King David Street 

Jernsalem, Israel 

Offk,o of Executive Direclor 

nr.r1pni'J n1ii1'l7 -:r.J';,1:,ii ,,,..,.Kii 

WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

Tel. 234-748, 23:1-444 .?\J 

MEMORANDW~ • 

TO : Wor l d Un i on Executive Committee 
FROM: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch· 
SUBJECT: Ptoperty of Har El_ Synagogue 

13 111 1,nn ·n, 
0 1 ?\>JIV 

November 8, 1974 

You are aware of the fact that on the World Union property in Jerusalem, occupied 
in part by Har El Synagogue, there are a number of tenants. These tenants are pr'otected 
under the Israel law so that they pay only a nominal rent and have invested rights in 

• t heir physical premises. Use of the property for our own purposes, or for purpos..es 
of major phys·ical .development has always been limited by the fact that if we wanted 
to vacate the tenants, we would have to pay vast sums of money to provide them \vith 
premises comparable to those which they now have. However, we have always had as 
our long range policy the vacating of the tenants so that we could develop the property. 
which, because of its location in the center of Jerusalem, is most valuable . 

About six weeks ago, Mr. Vona Friedm~n, who resides above the synagogue, indicated 
that he had two offers to sell his rights in the apartment and by law was offering us 
the first option to take up his rights. The lowest bid was for IL450,000, two thirds 
of wh ich would go to Mr . Friedman, and one third of which (IL150.000) _would go to us. 
We held a number of consultations with Matthew Ross, Nathaniel Hess and Werner Lovall, 
President of the Har El Synagogue, and others, and determined that it was in the best 
interests of the World Union for us to regain possession of our own apartment. 
We ha ve now pr-oceeded to make the necessary arrangements, and this week Nathaniel Hess 
and I have signed the necessary documents. 

The basic price is IL300,ooo tied to the US dollar. We have given IL40,000 in 
cash v1ith the signing of the agreement (this money was taken from the rent coliections 
which have accumulated over the last two years, and which are normally used for program 
expenses here in Israel.) We are to pay another IL60,000 no later than January 1st, 
at wh ich time Mr. Friedman would vacate the apartment and it will become available 
for rental , 

The remainder of t he IL200i000 is to be paid in s ix month intervals; July 1st, 1975,­
Jan uary 1st, 1975, July 1st, 1976, and December 1st, 1976. 

All of us who have seen the apartment and are aware of real estate values in Israel, 
and specifically in this section of Jerusal em, belie1e that vie have no choice but to 
t ake up this offer. We should be able to get a minimal rental of IL3500 per month 
wh ich will help pay t oward the remaining IL200 ,000, but we will also have to get 
additional fu nds, either th r-ou gh contributions or loans. The IL200 ,000 will carry an 
intetot of 7% to be payabl e to Mr . Fr iedman. 

On ce the debt to Mr. Fri edman has been repaid, we shou l d have a consi derable income 
1\hich can then be used to help subsidise our programs. And, of course, our possession 
of t1e t ota l build i ng makes the property much more valuable . 

'½tth_w Ros s and Nathani el Hess have been very helpful to us on the entire nat ter. 
::.E !-:es:, is returning from Israel th i s v1eek and ·11ill bring yau a -~ul l report. 1,/e shall, 
of caJ~se, rliscuss this at the E/4ecutive Meeting of the World Union on November 26. 
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memo from tlw 

ISRAEL COMMISSION OF THE UAHC-CCAR . 

RABBI IRAS. YOUDOVIN 

Jos h : 

Here's the bookground as promised . 

The b ottomline is tha t we want to make 

a pp lication for a $ 15,000 loa n fr om 

the Synag og ue Build ing Fund---which we will 

need ~y January 1, 1975. 

(The $ 15,ooo i s a fir m fi g ure a s the 

I sr ael i pound fi gure will be adjusted 

upward to accomodate devaluation.) 

Please advise, send forms, advice, etc. 

• 

. I 

I . 

,· 
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13 King . David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel 

WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

Tel. 234-748, 232-444 . '}l] 

Office of Executive Director •-~~:,n ,•:trnn n:n,~ !.f( .. 
,,; -!.·. 
,St.;• . 

MEMORANDUM • 
.. . . . . _ . No_vember 8, 1974 

• "',~t,-- ~ 

t : _:'ii:.~ ' ;._ 

TO: 1✓orld Union Executive Committee 
• FROM: Rabbi Richard G .. Hirsch 

SUBJECT: · Property .of Har El Synagogue 
.V . · .t 

• -~· \j 
You are aware of the fact that on the World Union property in Jerusalem, occupied ••• 

in part by Har El Synagogue, there are a number of tenants. These tenants are protected 
under the Israel law so that they pay only a nominal rent and have invested rights in ,\·> 
their physical ·premises. Use of the property for our own· purposes, or · for purposes '.' -
of major physical development has always been limited by the fact that if we wanted , 
to vacate the tenants, we would have to pay vast sums of money to provide them with 
premises comparable to those which they now have. However, we have always had as .. 
our long range policy the vacating of the tenants so that w:e could develop the property . .. :· 
which, because of its location in the center of Jerusalem, is most valuable. .,~6, 

•, :::r{ 

About six weeks ago, Mr. Yona Friedman, who resides above the synagogue, indicated . 
that he had two offers to sell his rights in the apartment and by law was offering us ., ,., 
the first option to take up his rights. The lowest bid was for IL450,000, two thirds ... 
of which would go to Mr. Friedman, and one third of which {IL150,-000) would go to us. 
We held a number of consultations with Matthew Ross, Nathaniel Hess and Werner Lovall, 
President of the Har El Synagogue, and others, and determined that it was in the best 
interests of the World Union for us to regain possession of our own apartment. 
He have now proceeded to make the necessary arrangements, and this week.Nathaniel Hess 
and I have signed the necessary documents. • 

- ---.. - /''~~ - · ? • i1i :t.; -~~!::~:.;.~ ,;:- - . 

Tht!oask price is IL300,ooo tied to the US dollar. We have given IL40,000 in 
cas~ with the signing ~f the agreement {this money was taken from ~he rent collections 
which have accumulated over the last two years, and which are normally used for program 
expenses here in Israel.) We are to pay another IL60,000 no later than January 1st, 
at which time Mr. Friedman would vacate the apartment and it will become available .-•~~ 
for rental. • • 

The remainder of the IL200,000 is to be paid in six month intervals; July 1st, 1975, 
January 1st, 1975, July 1st, 1976, and December 1st, 1976. · ... 

All of us who have seen the apartment and are aware of real estate ~alues . in Israel~ 
and specifically in this section of Jerusalem, believe that we have no choice but to 
take up this offer~ We should be able to ·get a minimal rental of IL3500 per month 
which will help pay toward the remaining 1L200,000, but we will also have to get 
additional funds, either through contributions or loans. The IL200,000 will carry an ·.:-. 
interst of 7% to be payable to Mr. Friedman. 

Once the debt to Mr. Friedman has been repaid, we should have a considerable income 
whi ch can then be used to help subsidise our programs. And, of course, our possession 
of the t otal building makes the property much more vtluable. 

11:atthe'r'I Ross and Nathaniel Hess have be2n very helpful to us on the entire maH f! ,:,." 
Na t :-iess i s ret urning from Israel this 1J1eek and vlill bring you a full report. We shall, · 
of course , d-i scuss this at the Execu ti' ve Meeting of the i•lorl d Uni on on November 26. ; • 

• 
. :';J:i, ... 

·• . 
h / 1-i • 

', . 



August 24, 1973 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Ira Youdovin 

Rabbi Robert Samuels - $40,000 Loan for Leo Baeck School 

I tried to reach you by phone. Nat Hess just called, he feels 
that all of the bank papers out to be readied so that the loan 
can go into effect as soon as the Executive Committee meeting on 
September 10th approves it. By bank papers he means the loan 
itself as well as the several endoreement statements which will 
be requested for those members of our constit~ency who will 
agree to co-eign as guarantors. 

If you have any questions on this score please get in touch 
with Nat. 

• 



August 24, 1973 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Ira Youdovin 

Rabbi Robert Samuels - $40,000 Loan for Leo Baeck School 
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that all of the bank papers out to be readied so that the loan 
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National Chairperson 
Rabbi Eugene J. Lipman 
Washington , O.C. 

Regional Chairpersons 
Rabbi Harvey J. Fields 
lbronto, Canada 

Rabbi Howard R. Greenslein 
Jacksonville, Fla . 

Rabbi Max Hausen 
Wynnewood, Pa. 

Rabb, Meyer Heller 
Beverly Hills , Ca. 
Rabbi Berna1d H. Mehlman 
Boston. Mass. 

Rabb, Howard C. Shapiro 
Spr,ngf1eld, N.J. 

Rabbi Mark S. Shapiro 
Glenview, Ill. 

Rabbi Alan M. Sokobin 
Sylvania , Ohio 

Rabbi Roy A. Waller 
Houston, Texas 

Rabbi Marlin S. Weiner 
San Francisco , Cal. 
Rabb, Joseph I. Weiss 
Nepons1t, N. Y. 

Coordinator 
Marshall Blair 
Northridge , Cal. 

Commission on Israel: 

Chairperson 
Tracy H. Ferguson 
Syracuse, N. Y. 

Co-Cha,rperson 
Rabb, Leon Kronish 
Miami Beach. Fla . 

Constituent Members 
American Conlerence of Cantors 

Hebrew Union College -
Jewish lnsutute of Religion 

Na11onal Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods 

National Federalion of 
Temple Brotherhoods 

National Federation of 
Temple Youth 

Na1ional Association of 
Temple Administrators 

National Association of 
Temple Educalors 

World Un,on for 
Progressive Judaism 

ARZA-Associalion of 
Reform Zionists of America: 

President 
Rabbi Roland B. Gillelsohn 
Boston, Mass. 

Executive Director 
Rabbi Ira S. Youdovin 

f uJ / M af1 ~ (A,IAWMr.t -_!!::. ~ 
CAMPAIGN FOR REFORM JUDAISM IN ISRAEL 

s5 PER FAMILY 

COMMISSION ON ISRAEL OF THE REFORM MOVEMENT 
838 FIFTH AVE.• NEW YORK, NY, 10021 • (212) 249-0100 

TO: Congregational Presidents 

Dear Friend: 

May, 1979 - Iyar, 5739 

Several weeks ago, your rabbi received a letter from Rabbi Eugene 
Lipman, National Chairperson of the $5 per Fam-Jly Campaign for 
Reform Judaism in Israel, asking him/her to conduct a campaign 
during this season of Yorn Ha-atzmaut and Shavuot. Many congregations 
have alr~ady responded by sending letters seeking $5 contributions 
from each member family. 

Despite major gains made by the Reform Movement within the World 
Zionist Organization, our institutions in Israel continue to receive 
little or no funding from the Israeli Government. Even though we 
are confident that this problem will be overcome in time, we must 
continue to be aware that until that happy day, we in North America 
remain the only reliable source of support for our friends in Israel. 

Si nce 1967, more than $1 mil1ion have been raised through the $5 per 
Family Campaign. These funds have been essential in developing: 

13 Reform congregations in Isr~el 
Extensive youth activities 
Formal and informal adult education 
Leo Baeck School in Haifa 
Kibbutz Yahel 

All this work must continue--and there is so much more to do. 

Guring recent years, I have been privileged to serve as President 
of Temple Society of Concord, Syracuse, New York. I am well aware 
of the financial pressures every congregation faces theee days. 
With many congregations running substantial deficits, and perhaps 
even pressing members for contributions beyond membership dues, it 
is difficult to contemplate sending yet another fund-raising letter. 
But does a $5 bill really pose a threat, particularly when our co­
religionists in Israel are in uch desperate need of this assistance? 

I ask that you do no more than I did when I was in your position: 
join with your rabbi in enabling our people to participate in th~ 
sacred work of building a strong Reform Judaism in Israel. 

Shalom, ~z 
• ,, I 1,-f _; 

Yrac:~~(I Fe;;~sdn ~ ~;~ i·~n 



IION TO CONDUCT A ss PE! } FAt-:n,Y r.Nll'AIGI'! EJ YOUR CONGHEGATION 

1. ~end a letter on personal or Temple stationery to every member family, 

(See sar~ple on reverse side). 

2. If feasible, the letter should be signe<l by at least one lay leader as 

well as the rabbi. The responsibility for suµportine Israel Refonn 

Ju<lais111 is shared by all of us, rabbis and laypersons alike. 

3. ; 1ail the letter in a separate envelope. Puttinp it together with a batch 

of other t 1aterial will dilute its effectiveness. Yes, it will cost a few 

dollars. Dut is this not a very small contribution from your congregation's 

budret toward our future in Israel? 

4. Ask for a minimum $5 contribution. Some people will want to give more. 

1A1y not? One colleague wrote that "$5 is an er:1harrassingly small figure." 

l!e suggested to his people that they should give whatever is necessary to 

assuage their emharrassr,ent. 

5. tTse your Tenple Bulletin to reinforce . the r-1ailinr: . T{err,inders are always 

helpful. l :any congregations list the nrune of contributors in the Bulletin. 

It is a thoughtful r,esture which invariably yields more fruitful results. 

6. Ask that checks ' e made out either to your congregation, or to "Israel 

:~efom Judaism". If checks are riacle out to your congregation, please deposit 

them and fonvard one large check to our office. If r.1ade out to "Israel 

nefonn Ju<laisn:.", please fonvarcl individual c)1ecks to us. 

7. Please r.1ake your car1paign now. All nonies should be fonvar<led to us by 

Jtme 30, the end of our Canpair.n Year. 



S.r'\I !PLE LCTTfR 

Dear ; =er:ber : 

fli, a lieutenant in the Golani Division~ was wounded in the Battle for 
~1t . . Hemton during the Yom Kippur trar. During his long recuperation, he had 
tir.ie to reflect on his i<lcnti ty as a Jew lihich, for him, had always been 
secular and national. 

After years of reading an<l thought, he wrote to Rabbi !·bshe Zer1er of our 
P.eforn conr;reration in Tel Aviv: 

"I vms never close to relirion, probably because the religious 
establisl1r1ent does not lmow how to attract Israeli youth. If 
there is a way, it would seer!l tone that yours is the way." 

Ours is the way.- to help bridge the "relir,ious" pap, to help find relevant 
contemporary means of authentic Jewish e:>qffession appealinp to many Israelis 
who are e:>-.1)eriencinf a religious reawal~ening. Our vitc1l and :imaginative 
programs there, our struggling .congrerations, our pio11eering leadership, are 
severely retarded because of lad· of funds. 

Feeling strongly about the urgency of strenttheninr and encouraging our 
developing floveri.ent in Israel, we solicit your support. All I am asking 
for is ~:s.oo. (If, however, the small atiount eri1barrasses you, send whatever 
it takes to overcor.ie your enbarrassment). 

-During the past few years, major gains have been made by the Refonil 110Ver.ient 
uithin the i'·orld Zionist Orpanization. Despite these, our institutions in 
Israel continue to receive little or no funding from the Israeli government. 
Israel's !:.efon:i Jews continue to rely on our support. 

This noney won't plant trees; it won't feed imnigrants, and it won',t t'ave 
roads; but it may nourish a flame of faitl1 in Israel that liill burn for 
generations. • 

Sincerely, 



. ' .; , $5 CAMPAIGN FOR REFORM JUDAISM IN ISRAEL 

FACT SHEET 

Since 1967, monies received through this Campaign have been used in support of: 

Congregations. There are now thirteen Reform (Progressive) congregations in cities 
and towns throughout Israel. These serve large cities (Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and Haifa), 
suburban areas (Ramat Gan, Ramat ha-Sharon, Ramat Aviv, Kiryat Ono) and smaller towns 
(Netanya, Nahariya, Rishon le-Tzion, Upper Nazaret, Beer Sheva). Where our Israeli 
congregations once attracted western olim only, they are now appealing to a new sabra 
generation searching for an alternative to rigid Orthodoxy and cold secularism. 

Youth Movement. Consistent with the pattern of Israeli life, we have established a 
National Youth Movement for Israelis between the ages of 13 and 23. Many of the parti­
cipants come from families who are not identified with Reform Judaism, thus giving us 
an outreach beyond congregational affiliation. Groups have been formed throughout 
Israel. Some prepare youngsters for Kibbutz Yahel. Others seek to develop future 
leadership in every walk of Israeli life. Meetings are held weekly under the super-
vision of trained madrichim. Day-long national and regional events are held periodically. A two-week surrrner camp program was instituted last year; registration will be doubled 
during this coming summer. The National Director is Rabbi Tovia Ben Chorin, a Sabra 
and graduate of HUC-JIR, Cincinnati. 

Kibbutz Yahel. Israeli government and Jewish Agency funds provide the housing, 
agricultural and industrial installations which make Yahel a ~ibbutz. We must supply 
the human and material resources to make Yahel a Reform Jewish kibbutz. An Israeli 
rabbinical student, Gil Nativ, is living at Yahel, teaching ~nd providing spiritual 
guidance to the young chalutzim. Other leaders of our Israel Movement make periodical 
trips there to~ach and counsel. The kibbutz library contains an expanding catalogue of essential texts. Our colleagues Allan Levine and Hank Skirball, who are supported 
almost entirely by $5 Campaign revenues, continue to play an indispensable role in 
the spiritual development of Yahel. When a second settlement, Yahel 11 Bet 11 is established 
during the coming months, existing requirements will double. 

The Leo Baeck School, Haifa. Now serving more than 1000 high school and junior high 
students, the school continues to be a major factor in building a Reform Jewish future 
in Israel. Traditional materials are taught from a liberal perspective. Youngsters 
from disadvantaged homes, primarily Sephardim, attend on full scholarship. The student 
body includes some fifty new olim from Russia. Three LBS graduates are currently 
studying in Jerusalem, for careers in the Israeli Reform rabbinate. Many other graduates 
serve the Movement as youth advisors and lay leaders. 

Israeli Rabbinical Program. A qualified Israeli-born and Israeli-trained rabbinate is 
essential for the future. Six young Sabras are currently enrolled in a program which 
includes course work at HUC-JIR Jerusalem and at the Hebrew University. Ordination 
requires the achievement of two Masters degrees, one from each institution. The first graduate of this unique program, Mati Rotem, is due to receive smicha next year. A~l 
six students are serving part-time as congregational rabbis, youth leaders and at Kibbutz 
Yr1 he l. 

Ri hts, Reco nition and Financial Su ort: Where We Stand. There has been some progress. 
Kibbutz ahel and the Leo Baeck School do receive government and Jewish Agency funds, 
but only for items of a "general II nature. Programs specifically oriented toward Reform 
Judaism receive no funds. Our congregations, similarly, rely entirely on the support of 
their members, and Reform Jews throughout the world. 
Ultimate victory in this continuing struggl~ depends, in_l~rge mea~ure,_on building a strong Israel Movement. At present, financial responsibility remains with those of us 
in North America who are sensitive to the situation. 



Mr. Gerald A. Levine 
One Highland Drive 
Corning. N.Y. 14830 

Dear Mr. Levine: 

June 18. 1979 

Your letter of June 13 in regard to the $5 per family eampaign for Reform 
Judaism in Israel has just reached our office. Rabbi Schindler left the 
country yesterday for a series of meetings in Israel and Europe. He will 
not return to his desk uetil late July or early August. Be assured your 
note will be brought to his attention at that time. 

With kindest greetings. I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 



From the desk of 
RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHIN 

~ 
~ , 

I thought the enclosed might 
be of interest to you. 

Dear Alex: 

I think we ought to 
leave the situation alone. 



Mr. Nathaniel E. Hess 
Sloan's Court 
Sands Point, New York 11050 

Dear Nat: 

One Lincoln Center 
Syracuse, New York 13202 
September 9, 1975 

I have just left Ira Youdavin's office in the attempt 
to make plans for the meeting of the Executive Committee and 
the next Commission meeting. 

I was told that you had inquired as to who had called 
the meeting. I assure you I want no continuing personal differ­
ences with you and I must, therefore, after these several months 
of unpleasantness, advise you that any complaints that you may 
have concerning the leadership of the Commission should be 
addressed to Alex Schindler, Matt Ross and Joe Glaser. 

I had told you months ago that Alex and Matt had 
specifically advised me that I was the Chairman and at that 
time it was not deemed necessary that there be a formal elec­
tion. However, Joe Glaser, who has also asked me to proceed 
"as if", has pointed out the need for a formal election. I 
intend to proceed in accordance with their specific directions 
to me. 

While you had charged me with being "insensitive" 
at the time of our personal talk in Connecticut after the 
board meeting, I have been troubled and, to this very date, 
do not understand your reluctance to accept the thanks of 
the Commission members and the tmion for your past services 
and to lend a helping hand to those who would attempt to 
succeed you in implementing an effective program for the 
Cormnission. 

LL a more personal vein, I wanted you to know that 
my wife, Betty, and I will be in Israel from September 29th 
to October 9th and we both wish you and yours a Happy New Year. 

Sincerely, 
.,,.--; 
' r ,t a_ ~ 

Tracy H. Ferguson 
THF:ga 
cc: Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 



~.- ----------------------------
-------------
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" 
Mr. Nathaniel E. Hess 
Page Two 
September 9, 1975 

cc: Matthew H. Ross, Esq. 
245 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 

Rabbi Joseph Glaser 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 
790 Madison Avenue 
New York, New York 

Rabbi Ira Youdavin 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 



labbl Alexander M. Schindler 

ltabbi Ira YoudoviD 

June 26, 1'7.5 

'the Israel C'--ornmias:l.on nuet So 1:hroua;h t1a formality of eleoting tbe cbu.nla. 
It u - &greenallt we lllWlt upbolcl ad 1f .. Cond••lon doea not follow CM 
rule t•n can well be pmblfllDI 1n otber Oomntlu&oa. In tbi• l•taca• TZ"acy 
1a thft choice by mtual agreement of tbe UABC •• tbe CCAll ad tu electton 
will poae m pzoblem. Jleue be certain mt to let this allp by, aetton u 
to be ·iak.ell. 

I 
'I 
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l :y 14, 915 

0 ~Cllml J'l111o11Ji'l ... a -,. -li;l'&i ft to bow 
distim:tlwa, u the lira 
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IMIIEIMI (0) IFiAJMID) lUJIMI 
~ Date May 12, 1975 

From Rabbi Ira s. Youdovin -~==~~~~~~'-=-''----'-'= ------------

To Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Mr. Albert Vorspan , Rabbi Balfour Brickner 

Copy for information of __ ..... B .. a~b ..... b ..... ,.._· _R........_i ,..cb~a .... r -d __,_G._.._.._H...,i..,.r ... s...,,c,...h.,__ ___________________ _ 

Subject __ B_u_l_l_e_t_i_n_,_/_N_e_w_s_l_e_t_t_e_r _f_r_o_m_ I_s_r_a_e_l ________________________ _ 

As part of the agreement the World Union will soon complete with the 
wzo, funds will be available for us to publish a bulletin/newsletter/ 
journal/magazine perhaps quarterly. This will be done in Israel, for 
disbribution around the world, primarily, of course, in North America. 

We must now determine the format and contents ... and would greatly 
appreciate your thinking. You know the gamut of periodicals on, for, 
from and about Israel. Where are the most significant gaps? How can 
we best serve our own institutional needs, and those of Israel? 

I would appreciate receiving your reconunendations at your earliest 
convenience. It should also be an agenda item for our meeting on 
May 22. 

Thank you all in advance. 



l 

t nn,pnn n,,;,.,r, .,n',u,;, ,,1.,.K;, 

WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel Tel. 234-748, 232-444 .'n, 
o 111 1':ir.m ·n, 

c>~\!1171 

Office of Executive Director 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, 
UAHC, 
838 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N.Y.10021 

Dear Alex, 

27th February, 1977 

I am in receipt of your letter of February 14, together with your 
separate note recommending that we set .aside Wednesday April 20 for 
a meeting on the various fund-raising problems. I think that is a 
good date, and am hereby asking Ira to coordinate it. I suggest that 
we start as early as possible in the morning and go through to noon 
at l east. 

In regard to your letter of February 14, your suggestion to have 
David M~rsky be the coordinator is a subject for discussion, only 
after we have all agreed on the procedures to be followed. I understand 
that David and Ira are very close, both professionally and personally, 
and perhaps the two of them together should do some advance discussion 
on this matter and come up with a recommendation which would serve 
as a basis for our discussion. If you agree, then why don't you 
recommend this to David? I am sending Ira a copy of this letter, so 
that he can begin to do some thinking as well. 

I assume you will not be coming to the meetings of the Jewish Agency, 
and look forward to seeing you in April. 

cc . Rabbi Ira Youdovin 
Mr. Tracy Ferguson 

Bivracha, 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
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February 14, 1977 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
World Union for Progressive Judaism 
13 King David Street 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear Dick: 

\ 
I pre~ume the strike is over for your letter of February 7 has just 
reached me. By now, I t~ust you have received my letter to Tracy on 
the same problem. And it is a problem Which will beset us to some 
degree until we can attn.in assent from the College ~-Ins\itute for a 
truly united Reform fund raising effort. But in the meantime we must 
do the very best we can to coordinate o:.ir c ffo;rts. 

David Mersky heads our fund-raising efforts fQr MUM an~ RJA. I can tell 
you that Fay Mermey is doing a tn.'.lgnificcnt ' joh for MUM and David is 
therefore able to concentrate on the RJAi We are seeking to~iden our 
horizons and to have community appeals. , We've tried it in Detroit with 
a good measure of success, in Chicago as well and com"l June we plan a large 
New York dinner honoring N.ntt Ross. This will r~ally be a first for us 
in this area. Since David i3 ste,med in fund - raising activities, he 
maintains a calendar of events not- alone for the Ri~form Movement but for 
the Jewish Community as a whole, 

We have to be careful not to undertake a campaign •nan area at the same 
time a• local or regional rund-raising is going on for Federations and 
Welfare Funds and the like. Thus I want David to be the contact for 
clearance on all UAHC, WUPJ and Israel Commisaion efforts. This is made 
necesaary by the fact that of late we have ru"

1 
into a great deal of trouble, 

per my recent memo to you. He will be in rtIJ.e bi;let position to determine 
the feasibility of a staff person going into a ~ommunity for a specific 
appeal. This will not only help us avoid / a grea,t deal of concurrent 
duplication of effort, it will serve tbe

1 purposea of the various appeals 
well. They can do much better by going into a community at a time when 
other large fund raising drives are not ' taking place. 

I It seems to me the best approach in terms of Israel staff would be to have 
staff clear with you so you, in turn, can clear with David. I'd also like 
Ira to clear dates with him as well. What we 1 do1 with a Bob Samuels iJI 
another •-ah, but if he is going to approach Oflr t1eople 1'.e, too, should 
coordinate with David. 

'' 

\ 

I 
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We will seek to set aside time during the week of April 18 for a meeting 
to further di•cuss the fund raising disarray as well as other items of 
major importance to ue all. 

Rhea and the family are well and we all join in sending fondest regeds 
mee bayit l'bayit. 

Sincarely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel 

Office of Executive Director 

nr.i,pnr.i n,,il.,7 ,r.i',1.Yil ,,l.,.Kil 

WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

Tel. 234-748, 232-444 .,v 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, 
President - UAHC, 
838 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N.Y.10021 

Dear Alex, 

13 111 1,oil ·n, 
C1 ?'e/17' 

7th February, 1977 

I received your letter of January 28 and am responding to you immediately. 
(You will probably not receive it prior to your meeting of February 10th, 
since, for a change, we have a mail strike in Israel). 

I do agree with you that we have a serious problem on the question of 
fund-raising for the movement in Israel. You will recall that, several 
years ago, I took the initiative to try to establish some kind of a 
coordinated campaign. At the time, your position and that of Maurice 
prior to you was that we do better by having separate compaigns for specific 
items than one coordinated campaign . In the light of what has happened 
in the last few years since we had that discussion, I think that you were 
right. We have collected more money for Israel, for the World Union and 
for various projects including the kibbutz than we would have collected 
for a coordinated campaign; and the one coordinated campaign we agreed upon, 
namely for the World Center and for our Israel projects, for which we 
engaged Herbert Friedman, was a total and collossal failure. 

Nevertheless, I am in favour of coordination. Ira Youdovin prepared a 
memo, on his own initiative, which in effect asks for the same thing. 
I have been getting the same complaints as you. I agree that we have to 
sit down to discuss the matter at length. 

I am sending a copy of this letter to Ira, and asking that he coordinate 
with you and perhaps with key persons such as Bob Adler a meeting for some 
time during the week I will be in New York in April. In the meantime, I 
would welcome receiving a report on your meeting on February 10th. Before 
I come, I will try to meet with our people here to see if we can come up 
with some suggestions for establishing a coordinated fund-raising programme. 

cc/ Rabbi Ira Youdovin 
Mr. Robert L. Adler 

Bivracha, 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 



Rabbi RICHARD G. HIRSCH 

13 King David St. Jerusalem, Israel • Tel. 234-748, 232-444 .'71' • c•'IY111' ,I) 111 1'7Dn •n, 



~ r. Ed Cadden, 
4835 W t ~in Street~ 

koki , I 11. 60076 

Dear Sd, 

7th Fe ruary, 1977 

I just recoiv your Iott r of January 24 and run responding immediately. 
I can understand und appt ciat your c cen1, an ven your sen o 
frustration. 

I r~coived a letter rom fab i Schindler i which he also tells me that 
so1:, problelllS have arisen in conn ction with our va~ious fund-raising efforts 
and urge,3 that we try to set the lous in orde. I am willin and even 
anxious to tlo so and Bob cant 11 you and you yours lf know, on the asi of 
an abortive effort ue ade i Ct kago t d r ye r initiativ -~ that for y ar I 
have cP.n t l ,in\J ahout l"Vhtg so'""•e ird of coJr•.'bation between all the 
fui.~-r Lin: drives of t 41e fonli move1nent. The f:?.ct tr.at we were not able 
to attain such coor<linati n 'i 1 ot pr vent you and Bob froi.. arran in=r fund-
raising affair nor did it prevent you from graciously ta.,i:ng the initiative 
to su,i,,e ... t a fund-raising a :i ir in your 101:.e on April 10 ,nen I am ne.xt in 
Chicago. 

It ls clearly un erstood • y _ ~ot1i Le ine, to ·,-1~0 ending a copy of thi 
letter, th t le :ls not to pproach indivi ual .. .,r sma·1 c0ntri utions. e 
al ready· have two kinds of fund-raisin;- f r Isr E:l; one i the ~s er far.lily 
Israel Co ission, 'l!,1ich is an a1Jie1j t.1rouP,h the raboi for v.11 embe'r, of 
the congregation; th secona is al\!ampaigri o in ivid11al contributors, in 
which we r ise in t re cate. 1•ies, :100, :c: 00 an :no •O C,atron}. It 'las th 
l~ttor r;; paign which you agree to host at yo r home. 

'io" we have embarked on compaig1 for the kibbutz. This is a one- i e 
cam aign. It is a quiet ff air. i•;e ar not trying to raise $100 dollar bills 
or $10GO dollar bills. l,abbi L3vine was instrwnental ·n Teceiving a 
contribution of $50,000 --r m one person ()Tl th West Const. ·t;e have receiv d 
another v~ry ~i nifi-car.t contri:>·.ition c-f over li'l o,0i1cr fl'om South A rica.. etc. 
We arc definitely lookin(' for bit sums of money from select d in ividuals, 
and in t 1e ,,;a.,e of thQso w1 o 1av0 contributed so far, there has not been any 
c n lict between the contributions to t.1le World Union , to the Refom J wis1 
Appeal or to the College. 

Neverthelc s, I ilo recognise potential conflict does exist and, th refore, 
it is es3ential t 1-1t ,~ clarify the various rela.tio .s:.ins, 1hich I fully 
inten to tlJ' to do 'ihcn I ai- in the ~tats in A ril. Frankly, on t c basis 
of past e:<_pe-rien~ , I ;9-1'!: ::ot too hopeful. The Union of American Hebrew 
ConO':"en-atinns .t."'<1 t 1te Coll ge hnve beon in this .usiness for 100 year and~ 
as you kno,s, t} ere :cl.re stil! many problems. How ver, I think it is 

• • ♦ • • r • • • , • • /2 
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extremely important th tall of us who s1are the same interests and objectives 

sit down to try to bring some clarity itto this situation. 

one of the above, it seems to ~, justifies the curt letter which you 

ent to me. Your letter certainly does not reflect the warm relationship 

between us an I therefore urge you to reconsi er and o ,o ahead as 

planned with the affair on April 10th, unless of co rse there is SOli e other 

rea on for you to cancel it. 

I am sending a copy of this letter to ob Adler, swell as to Rabbis 

~c..~ ndler, Levine, Youdovin and Schafer, in the hope that this will clarify 

the ituatio t least temporarily and that it will provide a basis for 

the convers tions which we ill hold when I am int e States in April. 

In ho canti e, :uy est wish s to you, o Idryce and to all your children. 

1~b i "ic rd G. t irsc 



Mr. Tracy Ferguson 
One Lincoln Center 
Syracuse, N.Y. 13202 

Dear Tracy: 

February 8, 1977 

I'm just back from an extended trip to the west coast and I hasten to 
respond to your letter of January 31. I am grateful to you for writing 
as you did in regard to the disarray of our fund-raising efforts for 
Israel programs and projects. This is a serious matter of concern to 
us all and I am most particularly distressed by events of the past weeks. 
Members of our Israel staff and allied organizations simply appeared on 
the scene, literally one on the heels of the other, each seeking to secure 
funde. Quite by chance I learned that Rabbi Adi Assa.bi is planning a 
U.S. visit a few weeks hence, as is Rabbi Moshe Z,emer of the \VUPJ's Kedom 
Synagogue in Tel-Aviv - although my objections voiced even before you 
wrote, may have put a halt to at least one of these tripe. 

A letter was sent off to Dick Hirsch about two weeks ago and I indicated 
to him that this matter would be discussed by some key 1taff members at 
a meeting on February 10. I had called the meeting for an entirely dif­
ferent agenda but am so concerned about the tund·raising efforts I have 
added it to the agenda. We must not permit such un-coordinated effQrts 
to continue, they do not serve our cause and in fact create additional 
problelll$ for us all. A proper procedure must be adhered to in the future. 

Obviously. the probllllll is confounded by the fact that I do not control 
the WUPJ; it is an independant organization with aaBoard of its own and 
a director of its own who is not responsible to me. I have no coercive 
power over the organization beyond the fact that the Union supports the 
WUPJ, and I can raise my voice in protest, as I have in the past, but it 
is only one voice. 

Marginally noted in this connection, I have urged the inclusion of the 
Israel program in the RJA, thus dispensing with the $5.00 per family 
campaign as well as the operational fund-raising effort of the World 
Union. What I wanted to do was tb have all these included in the RJA 
and to work out a formula which would provide funds for the total Israel 
effort. Unfortunately, in this endeavor we ran afoul of the College­
Institute which so far has refused to include the WUPJ in the RJA. As 
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llr. Taacy Ferguson 
February 8, 1977 
Page -2-

far as the RJA is concerned, the HUC is our contractual partner and 
we cannot change the ground rules without the assent of the College­
Institute. Obviously, I am going to try once again but for the time 
being and until the HUC· JIR assents to making a united fund effort 
possible, and since the Union budget cannot fully underwrite the funds 
needed by the World Union, I cannot in all fairness tell the WUPJ to 
cease and desist in its efforts to seek the funds which it needs to 
operate. I am pressing, however, for reasonable coordination with our 
own efforts and I pleaded with Dick not to send these men over one on 
the heels of the other. 

The Kibbutz is a different matter. This is a shared effort between the 
World Union and the Union, but funds required for it a~e of a capital 
gifts nature, and do not conflict with the operating funds efforts. 

I'll be out of the city again tomorrow and will return for a meeting 
on Thursday with sope staff members. Hopefully, within the next few 
weeks we will have a chance to meet. I knO\\' that Steve Schafer is 
calling you to ddtermine a possible meeting time and place, perhaps we 
can extend such a session to include others. 

With warmest regards, I am 

cc: Mt. Robert L . Adler 
RRabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

Rabbi Leon Kronish 
Rabbi Allen Levine 
Mr. Matthew H. Ross 
Rabbi Stephen Schafer 
Mr. Albe¥"t Vore pan 
Rabbi Ira Youdovin 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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January 31, 1977 

Matthew Ross, Esq., Chairman 

and 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President 
c/o Union of American Hebrew Congreg.ations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10001 

Dear Matt and Alex: 

WILLIA M O . J O HNS O N 

19 29-1969 

G EORGE H . B O NO,J R . 

19 38 -1 973 

J OHN C. KINNEY 

19 4 7-1974 

LLOYD G . F"IX 

JAM E S E . MACK I N*• 

STEPHEN H, COHEN 

OAVI O N . SEXTON 

THOMAS S. EVANS 

H . DEAN HEBERLIG, JR , 

THOMAS J . GROO MS 

RIC HARO L . SMIT H 

CARL E. M . WORBOYS 

GARY R . GERMAIN 

JAMES P , McDONALD 

STEPHEN J . VO LLMER 

S. PAUL BATTAGL IA 

GARY M, CLARK 

JAMES E. WALSH Ill 

L. LAWRENCE TU LLY 

MICHAEL P. SH ANLEY 

PAUL M . SANSOUCY .. 

ROBERT J . M£ 1SENHE. L0£R II 
DAVI D P. O ' HARA 

HENRY H . MELCHOR 

JOHN 0. ALLEN 

RICHA R D O . HOLE 

D AVI O M . P ELLOW 

D AV I D A. HOLSTEIN 

PAULA L APIN S E lf'TER 

THO MAS E . MY E RS 

• R C5 1D CNT AL BA NY P'ARTNC R 

• •ALSO A D MITTE D TO ,-LA. SAR 

What I have to say, from this rather distant point 
of our vacation-business trip to Florida, will not endear me 
to the professional staff of the Union. 

It has become increasingly clear over the last 
several months, which typifies my experience of the last few 
years, that there is a drastic lack of planning by the 
Administration for solicitation of funds for our varied interests, 
di r ect or indirect in Israel. 

What provokes my ire is a report that I received by 
long distance last night that Allen Levine, one of our great 
supporters of and participants in the new Kibbutz is on his 
own (at least without any clearance from the Israel 
Commission) calling colleagues in the various United States 
communities attempting to set up fund raising events in 
support of the Kibbutz. 



Matthew Ross, Esq. and 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
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' 

, I was utterly shocked to learn that he (whom we 
met in Israel) would undertake to make these calls and 
particularly to Syracuse, my own home community, without 
any planning, and without approval and without coordination 
with referenc~ to the Israel Commission. It so happens 
that in Syracuse this is the wrong time to make solicitations. 
We are in the heat of our Federation appeal, and really no 
effective job has been done to explain the new Kibbutz to 
the real leaders of the community and from whom he expects 
to get a minimum four figure contribution. 

I am certain that there are others who have many 
situations, which require exploration before the invasion of 
another fund raising event. Incidentally, our Syracuse 
community will eventually support the program but it will 
take time to bring those together who are capable of the kind 
of contribution expec~ed. 

This incident to which I refer is only one of many 
which involve the short circuiting of the Israel Commission 
and where the Commission has not been taken into confidence 
in terms of long range planning. 

Ira Youdovin may be informed about the entire youth 
movement, but the Commission has yet to receive a report on 
the activities of those involved. We are able to coordinate 
the World Union activities because incidentally Ira directs 
each. We have made a move to coordinate the Israel Commission 
activities with the Social Action Commission through the 
cooperation of Al Vorspan. 

For the past few years we have had report upon report 
by the Rabbis of the communities concerning conflicting fund 
raising activities of the Union particularly with reference 
to Israel causes. To the unknowing, they do not distinguish 
among the $5.00 campaign per person, the Leo Baeck School 
solicitations, the World Union, the Youth services solicitations, 
the Eisendrath fund. I deliberately do not include, at the 
moment, the RJA appeal. Questions have been asked of me 
about the fund for the World Center which so far as I know 
is now aborted. 



Matthew Ross, Esq. and 
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' I am certain that I bring to you nothing new -
except the currency of conflict. 

While the problem is a broad one, at least from 
my parochial position, we must immediately be constructive, 
with reference to the responsibility of fund raising for all 
Israel related projects. 

I really don't care whether you assign the 
responsibility to the Israel Commission or to some other 
Administrative Agency of the Union. The point is there must 
be a boss and we cannot leave it to individuals to solicit 
for their own personal pet projects as worthy as they may be. 

I discussed the broader problem a year or so ago 
with Matt Ross and there was some thinking then that we 
might do well to construct a Community Chest or United Way 
concept for fund raising. These projects have been 
successful in most communities because the agencies involved 
do take a fair allocation from the total funds raised. 
Whether the temperment of our own professional and lay 
leaders can be adjusted to this most encompassing technique, 
I leave to your appraisal. • 

I would not be serving you well, nor discharging 
my obligations as Chairman of the Israel Commission if I did 
not as forcibly as possible present the fact that constructive 
action be taken now. 

I shall be in Naples at the office all of next week 
and return to Syracuse on February 8. I am available to meet 
with you at your convenience and I will be glad to supplement 
the details to which I have referred. 

THF:ssp 
cc: Rabbi Leon Kronish 

Rabbi Ira Youdovin 
Rabbi Stephen Shafer 
Rabbi Allen Levine 
Rabbi Richard Hirsh 
Mr. Al Vorspan 

With kindest regards, 

·-T~\ l.L c., \ _,.. 

TRACY H.FERGUSON ~ -



January 28, 1977 

Dear Dick: 

I am writing to share with Jou a matter of deep concern involving both 
the UAHC and the WUPJ. The situation in regard to fund-raising efforts 
is getting to be quite bothersome and I feel we must take steps to 
correct what has been happening these past few weeks. 

Suddenly, Israel staff members and all:f.ed persons from our Movement ap­
pear in the United States. Usually we have no advance notice and one 
visitor follows on the heels of another. In many, many instances they 
approach the same people for funds. I know I need not tell you ju$t 
how detrimental this can be. As a case in point, Bob Samuels appeared 
on the scene but a few weeks ago. No sooner had he left when Allan 
Levine arrived for a fund-raising tour. By accident we learned that 
Yi.0she Zemer will be here shortly for the same purpose. All this in 
advance of your own plans to visit the U.S. All this with our own 
efforts in behalf of the Reform Jewish Appeal in various sections of 
the country. 

Our staff members are beginning to hear "enough is enough." Complaints 
are beginning to come to my office. Ojr people are concerned with th• 
welfare of the WUPJ as well as the UAHC but the rep6tit1on and disorga~i­
zation does a disservice to us all. 

We must d:ls:uss this probllra and seek to plan a method of operation which 
will provide for efforts in behalf of both organizations but on an well­
planned and coordinated basis. I plan to discuss this with some key staff 
Illelllbers at a meeting on February 10th and if you have any suggestions to 
offer I would be grateful for your input. It is to our mutual advantage 
to put our fund-raising efforts in order, the disarray simply cannot 
continue. 

All is well here and I hope this letter finds you and the family well. 
With love mee bayit l'bayit, I am 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
13 King David Street 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Sincex-ely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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