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March 31, 1978

Ms. Tormie Lehman-Wilzig
Marketing Director

TRC Productions, Inc.

21 Balfour St

J -mnle& I_a_:.:_ﬂae;r;;

Dear Ms. Lehman-Wilzig:

I am taking the liberty of sharing your letter of March 20
with our Israel Department. They handle all programming
for matters dealing with Israel and utilization of the Israel
Report would have to be discussed with the Director,

When your representative calls T will put them in contact
with Rabbi Ira Youdovin.

With every good wish, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
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abbi Richard G. Hirsch

Rabbi Ira 5. Youdovin Tevet, 5734
January, 1974

FROM: HNathaniel E. Hess, chairman
Rabbi Leon Kronish, coc-chairman
TO: UAHC Rabbis and Congregatiocnal Fresidents

SUBJECT: Crisis in Financing Israel Programs

WE HAVE A CRISLS OF OUR OWN. POST-WAR INFLATION HAS DRIVEN OUR EXPENSES
SKY-HIGH. WE NEED IMMEDIATE FUNDS JUST TO MAINTAIN WHAT WE HAVE BUILT
OVER THE YEARS.

AND NOW, THERE IS A WEED TO DO EVEN MORE. WE MUST MEET THE SPIRITUAL
MEEDS OF OUR ISRAELI BROTHERS AND SISTERS AS THEY PASS THROUSH THIS MOST
DIFFICULT TIME IN THEIR HISTORY. PHYSICAL SURVIVAL IS5 MERNINGLESS UNLESS
SPIRITUAL SURVIVAL CAN BE ASSURED.

In response to the current situation, the 1973 UAHC Biennial unanimously
adopted a resolution urging each congregation to contribute a sum equal to
$5.00 for each member family to support Progressive Judaism in Israel. A
copy of the resolution is attached.

In order to implement the Biennial resolution and to help us through
the current emergency we urge that you:

1. Include the sum of $5.00 per each member family as part of your
congregation's annual budget.
or
2. BAd4 the sum of $5.00 to each member's dues bill.

If neither of these procedures is acceptable, or if it is too late
to implement them this year, we urge that you send a letter to each member
of yauﬁﬂcungregatiunl explaining the need and calling upon them to respond.

o ool Pt lK. S
Rabbi Leon Kronish Nathaniel E. Hess

P.S. To provide a clearer picture of our situation in Israel, I am enclosing
this newsletter written by Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch, Director of the Israel
Commission.

A Joint Commission of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the Cenlral Conference of American Rabbis, the Mational Federalion of
Temple Sisterhoods, tha National Federation of Temple Brotherh , the Mational Federation of Temple Youth, the Mational Association of Temple
Administrators, the National Association of Temple Educators, the American Conference ol Cantors, the Morth American Board of the Werld Union
for Progressive Judaism. and the Hebrew Union College-Jewish instinute of Religion. oul



RESOLUTION ADOPTED AT THE 1973 UAHC BIENNIAL
FINANCING ISRAEL PROGRAMMING

In November, 1967, responding to the impact of the Six Day War,
the UAHC finalized its institutional commitment to building a reciprocal

and mutually beneficial relationship with the State of Israel.

By and large, the procedures originally established have proven
inadequate, to the task. The development of Progressive Judaism in
Israel and the development of intensive Israel programming for American

Reform Jews have been severely retarded by insufficient funds.

The Yom Kippur War, with its heavy financial cost, has created
a critical situation for our fledgling Movement in Israel. This, in
turn, places an even greater responsibility on the American Reform

Movement to intensify its funding efforts.

We therefore reaffirm the previous resolution urging every region
and every member congregation to establish on-going Israel Committees
charged with the responsibility of developing and implementing Israel

programming.

We further reaffirm the Los Angeles resolution urging "all
congregations to develop a regularized frame-work for the solicitation
of funds either through special drives or by congregational billings,
or other effective means" and urge that the standard be set at $5.00

per member family.
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LETTER FROM JERUSALEM
By Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch

Ever since the cease-fire, I have been readinc and hearing
analyses of the mood of Israel. The one word most often used is
"depression." The foreign press, the Jewish press, visitors from
abroad, even some Israeli commentators, describe Israel as being
in a state of depression. I adamantly reject this diagnosis of
the current Israeli temper. The term depression is used in a
psychological context to define a mental state wherein a person is
dejected, inactive, and unable to function with vitality. This
definition certainly does not fit Israel today.

Israel is a land of many moods. How to describe them?

Great anguish---the poignant shock of the sudden death of so
many sons and fathers has seared the heart of every Jew.

Great disillusionment---the perfidy and lack of integrity of
nations, large and small, have diminished the confidence that the
Jewish state can attain the understanding and support essential
to full and equitable participation in the family of nations.

Great self-criticism---over and above errors of commission
and omission by individuals in positions of responsibility (a commission
is now investigating these), there is a pervasive recognition that
Israeli society as a whole is quilty of pre-war overconfidence, excess
consumption, failure to comprehend the Arabs, loss of idealism and
sense of purpose.

Great concern---will the political struagle at Geneva be so
exasperating that the United States, impatient to achieve its world-
wide policy objectives, will join with the Soviet Union to force a
settlement detrimental to Israel and conducive to a renewal of hostilities?

Great frustration---the election campaion waced so openly and
bitterly, as only Jews can verbally pummel each other, has not really
clarified the issues nor brought to the fore leaders with well-defined
policies and proagrams.

Let no individual or nation misinterpret these moods. For under-
lying all, is a conviction in the justness of the cause. I know no
one who believes that if Israel were to gcain another military victory
over the Arabs, the diplomatic struogle would be eased or simplified.
But I also know no one who is not prepared to fight acain, if need be,
to sustain the state and to preserve its Jewish character.

There is one mood particularly relevant to those who adhere to a
Progressive Jewish orientation: areat soul-searchino. The Yem Kippur
war has stimulated many questions. Just as many Diaspora Jews arti-
culated the trauma of the war in statements such as, "Our life is not
worth 1iving without Israel," so many Israelis are saying, "What is
our life strugaole without the Jewish people and the perspective of
Jewish history?"




Most of them are incapable of offerina intellectual and spiritual
inspiration or pastoral counsel.

Here is where Progressive Judaism in Israel is fulfillina a
vital need. To those who are alienated by or indifferent to Orthodoxy,
to those who are groping for Jewish significance, Progressive Judaism
affords a relevant, contemporary means for helping to bridae the gap
between “"Israeliness" and Jewishness. Here are some examples:

**Rabbi Toviah ben Chorin is an articulate, capable Israeli-born
rabbi. Being a Progressive rabbi, he cannot serve as a chaplain.
Instead, ever since Yom Kippur, he has been serving in a tank unit,
and is now somewhere in Africa. Living, working, fighting alongside
his comrades, he has become their inspiration. By quietly observing
the Sabbath and daily prayer, he has led many of his fellow soldiers
by example into sharing with him the sacred rituals of tradition.

Under the desert stars, he has initiated vibrant discussions on subjects

of Jewish concern, and is looked up to as the "safra v'sayafa--the

fighting teacher" of his men. Whenever he has a day off, he dashes back to
his congregation in Ramat Gan to conduct services or make pastoral calls
among the sick and bereaved.

**During the Chanukah recess, Rabbis Alan Levine and Henry Skirball,
dedicated and spirited youth leaders for our Movement, are conducting
a conclave with Israeli Progressive youth on the theme, "War and Peace
in the Light of Jewish Tradition." They and auest lecturers will spend
three days with some 80-100 high school students seeking to apply the
insights of Jewish sources to the situation confronting Israel today.

**A11 our rabbis and congregations have enlisted in the war effort
in some way. Mrs. Bruria Barish is one of our devoted leaders in
Tel Aviv. An ardent worker, she volunteered to visit families who had
been notified that a dear one had been killed. The following are ex-
cerpts of a letter describing her activities:

This is a religious job if I ever knew one, because

our presence does help. I have not felt anywhere that

I was not wanted. I felt that my presence gave them some
strength...Now I am on my second and third follow-up
visits to most of the families, and I have become somehow
a part of their family.

They call me, they ask my advice, they consult with me

and they cry on my shoulders. Widows, mothers--the
fathers are back to work by now--but the mothers and
widows, they need help. Moral help. And [ am able to
give that moral support...Some widows call at odd hours.
One calls at midnight. She had just received her husband's
belonginas, a letter she had written to him soaked with
blood, his shirt with some shrapnel still lodged in it,
his wristwatch. 1 ask shall I come over. She says no, [
have to get over it alone. 1 have to get used to it some-
how. ..young, beautiful widows.



"To tell you the truth every Friday evening I bring

up in my imagination the Sabbath Eve Service at Kedem
Synagogue and attempt, more or less, to adjust the

time that I pray here in Egypt with an Orthodox friend
or by myself with the time of the Service at Kedem.

I usually finish a quarter of an hour before you do at
Kedem because here 1 do not have your sermon in order

to have a complete parallel with your Service. I do

not know why 1 do this. Perhaps it is simply because

I find in this way a feeling of closeness and attachment
to my Synagogue. I do not know when I shall be able to
return home, but I am hopeful that it will not be too
long and that my first leave will be such that I will

be in Tel Aviv on Friday, so that I can come to participate
in the worship Service."

When Ziv came home on a brief leave from the Land of Goshen, he
took off from the precious time that he had and came with his
girl friend to his Synagogue in order to say Birket Ha-Gomel
(the Prayer of Redemption and Thanks Giving for having been
saved). This prayer has frequently been repeated by our young
men who come from the battle-front to Kedem Synagogue.

With my work with the Defense Ministry, I have had the opportunity
of visiting wounded soldiers in hospitals throughout the country
from North to South. I received a letter from E1i, a First
Lieutenant in the Golani Division of the Army, who was badly
wounded while participating in the Conquest of Mount Hermon. Eli,
who received a package from our Synagogue, wrote to me from the
Afula Hospital after one of my visits:

"1 was never close to religious faith. There are those
who say that the reason for this is that the religious
establ ishment does not know how to attract Israeli Youth
to their own religion. If there is a way, it would seem
to me that yours is the way. Please deliver my thanks to
the members of your Conaregation for their thoughtfulness
to those soldiers who have done their duty..."

To E1i and many others like him in the hospitals, the war will
not be over for a long time, but perhaps our Congregation can
help to lighten their burden.

* ® * * * * * *

New forces of faith and meaning are gathering strength in
Israel. If properly nurtured, these forces can help to inspire
and sustain our people in the tortuous days and years which lie
before us. What is required is a new synthesis of classic
Zionism and Jewish religious values which will renew both Judaism
and the State. In this task of renewal Progressive Judaism can
and should take a leadership role.

Shalom u'vracha,

" e_ﬂ.] %14,;’#
-5._{flkﬂk ip



Please check where applicable and return

To help meet the needs of Progressive
Judaism in Israel, I plan to...

Urge the congregation to include the sum
in our annual budget

Urge the congregation to add 55 to each
member family's dues bill

Send a letter urging contributions of
55 per each member family

Canaregation City & State
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THE WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM

B38 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YOREK, N.Y. 10021

hovember 23, 1973

From: FRabbi Ira 5. Youdovin

To: North American Board of the World Union
for 'rogressive Judaism

Subject: Biennial Wrap-up

The Vorld Union for Progressive Judaism was very much in evidence
during the recent conventions of the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations, the National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods and the
National Association of Temple Administrators. A total of fourteen
individuals came from five overseas countries; almost all played
prominent roles in various convention programs.

Overseas Visitors

Rabbi Albert Friedlander (Great Britain) wrote and participated
in the installation service for Rabki Schindler. Rabkbis John Rayner
and Hugo Gryn (Great Britain) delivered prayers at the convention
banguet. Rabbi Gryn, an. old and cherished friend, also participated
in the funeral service for Dr. Eisendrath. Eva Mitchell (Great Britain)
and Frieda Menco (Holland) addressed the Sisterhood Convention while
Raymond Goldman (Great Britain) and Monte Kirkwood (Australia) spoke
to the Temple administrators.

THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR .

WUPJ Executive Director, Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch, was one of the
most sought-after individuals at the conventions. Having been in
Jerusalem during the Yom Kippur War, Rakbi Hirsch was called upon
many times to tell of life in Israel during those critical weeks---
not just the kind of stories one reads in newspapers, but personal
dccounts. On several occasions, parents of children currently in Israel
on NFTY and HUC-JIR programs stopped by to say hello and to ask that
their thanks ke conveyed back to the staff there. In addition,

Rabbi Hirsch was often asked to speculate on what was next for Israel--—-
particularly in the religious and social aspects of Israeli life.

More than ever, we understand how important it is for us to have our
International Headquarters in Jerusalem.

Rabbi Hirsch also participated in a UAHC-WFTS mini-plenary,
delivering one of the two"witnuss"papers in response to RabbLi David
Polish's challenging address, on the relationship between Israel and
the Diaspora. This was the best attended of the five mini-plenaries,
and also the most controversial. Copies of Rabbi Polish's address and
the two replies (the other by Rabbi Arnold Jacob Wolf) will be published
by the UAHC.
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The traditional WUPJ report was shared by Pabbi Hirsch and Rabhi
David Wice, Chairman of the WUFJ Executive Committee. Items covered

in the report have been noted in previous minutes of the North American
Board.,

BAEBI MOSES CYRUS WEILER

One of the moving moments of the UAHC convention came when
Rabbi Moses Cyrus Weiler rose to speak. Rabbi Weiler, who built
the Progressive Movement in South Africa before making BRlivah, has
lost two sons, one in the War of Attrition and a second in the Yom
Kippur War. Rabbi Weiler is a man whose very Being conveys the
anguish and heroism of the Jewish people. In his remarks, Rabbi Weiler
repeated words he spoke to frienmds who came to comfort him in
Jerusalem: that a war to defend Israel is a war fought for the
survival of the Jewish people~--a milchemet mitzvah---an obligatory
war that must not be avoided by any Jew, whatever the price.

FUND=RAISING

The Biennial saw what may be a significant break-through in WUFJ
fund-raising activities. For years, we have been considering ways of
expanding our fund-raising program-=--both in terms of the number of
contributers and also the size of the contributions. Through the
efforts of Rahbi Hirsch we have established a group of Patrons, each
of whom has contributed $1000 or more during the past year.

On the last day of the Biennial, we held a Patrons' Luncheon at
which we raised slightly more than $20,000 in cash and pledges.
Several individuals pledged $1000 a year in perpetuity. Of particular
significance was the fact that many people at the luncheon had never
before contributed to the WURT.

It should be added that these results, however encouraging, are
only a first step. Our programs in Israel and throughout the world
8till suffer froem an acute lack of funds.

The situation in Israel warrants special mention. The recent
war has created a two-pronged problem for the WUBJ. On the one hand,
the monumental response of the American-Jewish community in the weeks
following October & has made additional fund-raising difficult. At
the same time, however, inflatien in Israel has made it necessary for
the WUPJ to raise additional funds just to maintain existing programs.

A third point should be added. The Isrealis have been shaken by
what has happened; and their resolve will be severely tested in the
weeks and months of tension that lie ahead. Mow, mere than ever, our
brothers and sisters need modern Progressive religious institutuions
to meet spiritual needs---just as synagogues have done throughout
Jewish history.



RAEB1 EISENDRATH

It is impossible tc complete this report without pausing far
a4 moment of reflection on the tragic loss of Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath.
We of the World Union feel his passing with particular poignancy.
Although he was retiring as President of the UAHC, he was locking
forward to continuing his service to the world-wide Jewish community
as President of our organization and we were locking forward to
working with him, benefiting from his unique inspiration.

Several days before he died, Rabbi Eisendrath outlined a blueprint
for the World Union International Conference this coming summer. His
Proposed theme has been unanimously accepted by the Conference Program
Committee and will be part of the legacy he leaves with us.

At its meeting on the day following the Biennial, The World Unicn
Governing Body unanimously elected Rabbi David H. Wice of Philadelphia
as Acting President. The election of Rabbi Eisengrath's successor as
President will take place this July, following nominating procedures
detailed in the WUPJ constitution.



February 5, 1974

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch

1
g

written to let me know that e will be in New York for
. His visit coincides with our Executive Committee mee
February 7th so I immediately cabled to invite him to address
Committee. We had an affirmative responmse and expect him for
uncheon on Thursday. I had thought it might be possible for him
the officers dimmer the night before but don't know that
in the eity in time for such a get together.

1]
e

$F B
g
gs

also have Si Kenen coming tp speak to the Executive Committee
have the benfit of hearing from an American and an Israeli.
should make for a good session.

t
Much love from house to house.



Memo

Prom ¢ R G H \H\/r,gﬁ"

To t: Rabbi Alex Schindler

c.C. : Mr. S5 Z Abromov
B.c. ¢ HKabbis Ira Youdovin, Albert Vorspan

Our good friend Zalman Abramov will be coming to the

States Febreary 6-9 at the invitation of the American ,’ -\b£1
Jewish Committee. )14
Within the limitations of his time, Zalman will be mgyﬁ

willing to meet with you and other leaders to discuss 10

the implications of the Law of Return controversy and LwM}
any other matters we desire. 'Ji_ '~){h
Bert Gold has his schedule. My suggestion is that you {LﬁJ
set up a meeting with Reform and Conservative
leaders. Zalman not only is the most knowledgeable
persen around on this usse, but he continues to play

a crucial leading role in support of our case. I wouldn't

know what we would do without him.

(Rabbi Schindler Tel. No. 203-227-1383
203-227-0232 unlisted answering servic

Yo e
@ Q’”C}nxfng



World Union
for Progressive Judaism

January 25, 1974

Dear Friend of the World Union:

We are happy to announce that the 18th International
Conference of the World Union for Progressive Judaism will
take place this summer,

in London, England, July 3rd through 8th

In view of your support for our organization, we are
pleased to invite your participation as a member of the
Horth American delegation.

A World Union International Conference brings together
delegates from at least a dozen countries. In this most
difficult year, our gathering will provide an excellent
forum for sharing ideas and experiences. Tt will also
serve as a demonstration of world-wide Jewish solidarity.

As you will see from the enclosures, attractive
travel and hotel arrangements are available. You are also
invited to participate in either of the post—Conference
fact-finding missions: one to the Soviet Union, the other
to France and Amsterdam.

Please be advised that each person planning to attend
the Conference must complete an application form (two are
enclosed) and submit the registration fee which is refundable
in full upon withdrawal of the application prior to the
Conference. Additional application blanks are available
upon request.

It should be noted that all arrangements for special
flights, hotel accommodations and post-Conference tours are
being handled directly by the appointed travel agents,
Religious Tours, Inc. 48 West 48th Street, New York, N.Y.
10036. Tel: (212) 575-9270.

; Shalij
wR LD Rakbi David H. Wice Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch
U N I o N Acting President Executive Director

FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM

e

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10021 - (212) 249-0100
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— THE WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM —

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021

18th INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
LONDON,ENGLAND JULY 3-8,1974
APPLICATION FOR ATTENDANCE

* % k k &k & & &k &% & w ok W ok F W b ok kR kR

(A separate copy of this form should be completed for each member of a family.)

NAME TELE PHONE

ADDRESS

CONGREGATIONAL AFFILIATION

CONGHEGATIONAL OFFICE OR ACTIVITIES

PREVIOUS WUPJ CONFERENCES ATTENDED

NAMES OF ACCOMPANYING PERSONS

REQUESTED ACCREDITATION : DELEGATE ALTERNATE OFFICIAL VISITOR

The Registration Fee of $35 per person musti accompany every application., A special
Youth Delegate Fee of $15 is available to those under age 21, Fees are refundable on
withdrawal of application prior to the Conference,

Return form to: World Union for Progressive Judaism
838 Fifth Ave.
Mew York, N.Y. 10021

Signature & Date — . - S ———




— THE WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM —

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021

18th INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
LONDON,ENGLAND JULY 3-8,1974
APPLICATION FOR ATTENDANCE
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(A separate copy of this form should be completed for each member of a family,)

NAME TELE PHONE

ADDRESS

CONGREGATIONAL AFFILIATION

CONGREGATIONAL OFFICE OR ACTIVITIES

PREVIOUS WUPJ CONFERENCES ATTENDED

NAMES OF ACCOMPANYING PERSONS

REQUESTED ACCREDITATION: DELEGATE ALTERNATE OFFICIAL VISITOR

The Registration Fee of $35 per person must accompany every application, A special
Youth Delegate Fee of $15 is available to those under age 21. Fees are refundable on
withdrawal of application prior to the Conference.

Return form to: Warld Union for Prugrc sslve _]'ud.ﬁs.m
838 Fifth Ave.
Mew York, N.Y. 10021

Signature & Date . S —— -




— THE WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM —

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021

18th INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
LONDON,ENGLAND JULY 3-8,1974
APPLICATION FOR ATTENDANCE
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(A separate copy of this form should be completed for each member of a family.)

NAME TELE PHONE

ADDRESS

CONGREGATIONAL AFFILIATION

CONGREGATIONAL OFFICE OR ACTIVITIES

PREVIOUS WUPJ CONFERENCES ATTENDED

NAMES OF ACCOMPANYING PERSONS

REQUESTED ACCREDITATION : DELEGATE ALTERNATE OFFICIAL VISITOR

The Registration Fee of $35 per person must accompany every application. A special
Youth Delegate Fee of %15 is available to those under age 21. Fees are refundable on
withdrawal of application prior to the Conference,

Return form to: World Union for Progressive Judaism
838 Fifth Ave.
Mew York, N.Y. 10021

Signature & Date : — —




January 11, 1974

Edich J. Miller

Rabbi Ira Youdovin

Mide=Arlantic Council

Please send information on the Israel Commission to:

Mr. William High
1426 Park Drive
Raleigh, M.C. 27605

He is the new chairman of Temple Beth Or's T:rael Committee
and his name should be added to your roster. He is replacing
Mr. Arnold Aronson.

Many thanks,



January 11, 1974

Edith J. Miller
Marcus H., Laster

Mid-Atlantic Council

\
Mr. Fred Ll:"i'.‘l.. 2"33 "Fliff. .ﬁpt- E- mﬂ-t‘li. M.C. 2?6“? is
the new Membership Chairman of Temple Beth Or, replacing Mrs.
Stephen Hirschman. Plesse send him a kit of material which

will aid him in his new responsibilities and add his name to
any list for future materials dealing with membership.

Many thanks.



- MEMORANDUM

Date_.January 8, 1974

From RABBI RICHARD S. STERNBERGER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, MID-ATLANTIC COUNCIL

To _Ms.Edith Miller, UAHC

Copy for information of Mr. Al Emma, President, Temple Beth Or, Raleigh,N.C.

Subject

Dear Edie:

Rabbi Sternberger is out of the office until next week, and we
have received the attached letter from Mr. Emma, regarding his
recent appointments of new Chairmen of both Israel and Member-
ship Committees. Knowing that you have every bit of information

at hand, I am turning to you for guidance...If there are special
kits for these chairmen, would you pass this memo on to the proper
departments, and have them placed on the mailing lists from UAHC?

Thanks, and fondest regards, and I hope 1974 will be a happy and
healthy year, and, please God, a peaceful one for Israel and all
of us.

Sincerely,

(
zabeth Mensh



‘ TEMPLE BETH OR

610 HILLSBOROUGH STREET
RALEIGH. NORTH CAROLINA 27603

TELEFHONE S33-0330
ANEA CODE 010

January 2, 1974

Rabbi Richard S. Sternberger
Regional Director, U.A,H.C.
2027 Massachusetts Avenue
Washington, D.C., 20036

Dear Rabbi Sternberger,

On October 23, 1973, a letter was sent to you advising you of
two new appantments to Temple Beth Or. However, since the appointees
have received no mail or literature from your office as of this date, I
am concerned as to your receipt of my earlier correspondence. Therefore,
I am repeating the information in the event' tiat it did not reach your
office.

I am pleased to advise you that I have appointed Mr. William High,
1426 Park Drive, Raleigh, North Carolina, 27605, as Chairman of the
Israel Commit ee, replacing Mr. Arnold Aronson, and I have _
appointed Mr. Fred Levi, 2433 Wycliif, Apt. E., Raleigh, North Carolina, 27607,
replacing Mrs. Stephen Hirschman as Chairman of Membership of S
Congregation Beth Or, Raleigh, North Carolina.

Please forward future correspondence to the above mentioned.

Cordially

AE/jh
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World Union For Progressive Judais

%D 13 King David Street
| & I Jerusalem, Israel
December 25, 1973
PERSONAL &

CONFIDENTI AL

Rabbi J. B. Glaser

g6 AR

790 Madison Avenue

New York, N Y 10021
US A

Dear Jo,

Thank you for your letter of December 6, concerning
the Chairmanship of the Israel Commission and Tracy Ferguson.

I want to reiterate what I said, I find Tracy

Ferguson to be a very fine person and I like him as an
individual. PFrom the positive perspective, he is a f/f
member of the Board and I think fairly well respected. \
He appears to be a person who knows how to write a letter /i)igf
and will follow through on letter writing. However, there

are also several drawbacks. He has never been to Israel.

I don't know if he would throw himself inte the work and
devote a great deal of time to it. He is good on his feet %ﬂ
and I imagine would chair a meeting well, but I do not see
the intense commitment or leadership which would be desirable. |
However, if we cannot think of anybody else, Tracy cersainly
would be an acceptable person. If you fellows there cannot

come up with any other brilliant ideas, I would certainly

be willing to settle for him. w
Shalom U'vracha

TR

Rabbi Richard G. Hirseh

(s

p.-s. Jan 2

I communicated the above information to Ira by phone.
I assume that he has spoken to you.

Alex, you and Harry should be gentle with Nat - you
might indicate that in addition %o the turnover which
is healthy for all institutions, he will be spending
great portions of his time in Israel.

¢c.c. Rabbi A. Schindler
Rabbi 1. Youdowin



World Union For Progressive Judaism
13 King David Street
Jerusalem, Israel
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Rabbi J. B, Glaser KB Oén wﬁ
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790 Madison Avenue \F Qﬁ
New York, N I 10021

U S A
Dear Jo,

Thank you for your letter of December 6, concerning
the Chairmanship of the Israel Commission and Tracy Ferguson.

I want to reiterate what I saidy I find Tracy
Ferguson to be a very fine person and I like him as an
individual. FProm the positive perspective, he is a
member of the Board and I think fairly well respected,

He appears to be a person who knows how to write a letter
and will follow through on letter writing. However, there
are also several drawbacks. He has never been to Israel.
1 don't know if he would throw himself into the work and
devote a great deal of time to it, He is good on his feet
and 1 imagine would chair a meeting well, but I do not see
the intense commitment or leadership whieh would be desirable.
However, if we cannot think of anybody else, Tracy cerdainly
would be an acceptable person. If you fellows there cannot
come up with any other brilliant ideas, I would certainly
be willing to settle for him.

Shalom U'vracha

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch

p.s. dJan 2

I communicated the above information to Ira by phone,
1 assume that he has spoken to you.

Alex, you and Harry should be gentle with Nat - you
might indicate that in addition to the turnover which
is healthy for all institutions, he will be spending
great portions of his time in Israel.

sio. Rabbi e Sohimater V.
Rabbi I. Youdovin



Decembar 24, 1973

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

Rabbi Richard ¢. Hirsch

We're running out of funds for the Israel Commission and I am getting
worried|



i .'I:
#aifa, December 9, 1973.

Rabbl Richard G.Hlrsch
c¢/o Hebrew Unlon College
13, King Pavid $t.
Jerusalem

Dear Dick,

| have your letter of November 28. | have sligned the letters from
Fred Cohen regarding the
1{ $10,000 Joan of the Natlonal Committee on lsrael to the Leo Basck School
2) $ 5,000 loan of the National Commlttee to the World Unlen for Progressive’
Judaism for the Leo Baeck School.

They have been ssnt to Leeb and Troper.

In view of the Increasing costs of educatlon and the needs of the School to
raise $50,000 - $75,000 a year fot scholarships and current budget, we would ask
the Israel Commission, thé heir to the Hatlonal Committee of the Union of Amerlican
Hebrew Congregations, to cancel Liess wwo loans and see them as Its share
In the 1971-72 and 1372-73 fund ralsing efforts of the School.

Sincerely,
Rabbl Robert L. Samuels

cc. Rabbi Alexander Schindler té/&
Rabbl David Wice

Mr. Nathaniel Hass
Rabbl Ira Youdovin









August 16, 1973

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch
WURJ

13 King David Street
Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Dick:

Communication between us is made difficult
by telephone since your office is not fully
covered and the difference in time makes for
problems. Perhaps you should obtain the
services of an answering service so that
messages will get to you as quickly as is
possible.

I'd suggest a mechanical type but in view
of the situation which transpired here when
the youth hostel people in Framce tried to
reach Brick we're changing over to a service
rather than the taped response we have been
utilizing in the past. God forbid we should
ever have to face such a tragedy but never=
the-less we must think of every emergency,
We do, after all, send hundreds of kids to
Israel and there must be s way to have im-
mediate contact at each end.

With warmest regards from house to house, I
am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
President=Elect

P.S5., Your wire arrived. We await your letter.



October 12, 1973

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch

World Union for Progressive Judaism
13 King David Street

Jerusalem, Israsel

Dear Dick:

This letter is intended not just for you but for all of our colleagues

in Israel and I hope that gou will share it with them. Moreover, I
don't even know when this letter will reach you with the turmoil but I
do want you to know that all Israel is in our hearts and minds constantly
and particularly those of you who are bound to us in closer union. We
think of you, we pray for your well-being, we yearn for peace to return.

Naturally, we are dolng everything we can here to be of help but still
that leaves us with en empty feeling because we know that what we do is
too little and not at all commensurate with the sacrifice of those who
stand in the line of battle. And yet that is really all that we can do.

Hopefully, by the time these lines reach you our prayers will have been
answered, our prayers for & ceasing of the battle at least. The losses
are there already and they can never be replaced.

With all our hearts amd all our lowe,

ﬂlﬂ:lﬂl’.

Alexander M. Schindler
Presidenc=Elect



Beprember 5, 1973

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
Rabbi Richard G, Hirsch

Rabbis Maurice N. Zisendracth, David Wice, Ira Youdovin

see
think this is important for us from every point of view.
as

1 am encountaring some difflculty.
the American Board and the American delegation is
legally limited to xegidents of the United States. This, at least, was the

t and I would prefer to bave it changed and
this regaxd.

I still don't know very much about the program of The Hague Conference;

since leaving Isrsel I have heard nothing from the WJC office. They are
worie procrestinators than we are apparventlyl

Warmest rvegards.



World Union
for Progressive Judaism

August 22, 1973

Dear Friend:

As you may already know, many rabbis are planning to
lead congregational tours to Israel at the time of the
CCAR Convention there next March. This comes as wonder-
ful news to us. We are proud of our growing involvement
in Israeli life and want to share it with the American
Reform Jewish community.

Most of these tours will be arranged through Tower Travel
which is under contract to the CCAR, I am enclosing the
Tower brochure and refer you especially to the section
labeled "Special Highlights." As you can see, we have
arranged to have all tours visit our facilities. In
addition, plans are being made by Rabbi Hirsch and his
colleagues in Israel to welcome these groups and offer
them special, personalized tours through the Leo Baeck
School, the Ben Shemen Youth Village, HUC-JIR and the
various Progressive Synagogues throughout the country.

I am also delighted to tell you that three sessions of
the CCAR will be open to the laity. These will feature
leaders of our Movement in Israel. We are also working
on the possibility of having a grand assembly in Jerusalem
just for laymen. This will be designed to tell our story
as graphically and dramatically as possible.

Incidentally, we are also taking steps to offer the same
program to rabbis and congregations working through their
local travel agents. If you have any suggestions on how
we can maximize the impact of this project, I will be
grateful to receive them.

Sincerely,

9 L | "..Qj,}—"—
Rabbi Ira Youdowvin,
Director, North American Board
ISY:MH

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10021 - (212) 249-0100

1%




August 28, 1973

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

Rabbi Richard G, Hirsch

DISA & DATA

1/ Glad to note we're on the same wave-length in re French Jewryl
I'm glad I won't have to nudge you on this one, you've already
started the process.

2/ Ted Fiske of the N.Y, Times will be in Jerusalem soon, per my
letter of August 9th. 1 do hope you'll do all you can to help
him make the right contacts. It will be good -- for us, too,

3/ I had to laugh at one of your recent notes indicating you'd
be o.k. once you had a phone -- I hope you mean at home! What's
the number we've been calling in Jerusalem === 02-2274557 And

if you don't have a ppone, how can you have an answering service?
Oy! I hope things are going well enough so that you can still
laugh == I hear the move was rough. Knowing Israel I can believe
that but I certainly hope all is calwm and settled by now.

Love from house to house.



August 9, 1973

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch

World Union for Progressive Judaism
13 Eing David Street

Jerusalem, Israsl

Dear Diek:

Ted Fiske, Religion Editor of the New York

Times, will be in Israel for our or five

weeks from August 30th on. He will be staying
at the home of Terence Smith, the present Times
correspondent in Jerusalem, His telephone number
can be obtained through the directory or from
Beit Agron.

I told Ted, with whom I just had a most pleasant
lunch, that you could be and would be most eager
to be of help to him in Israel by telling him
where to go, whom to see, arrange interviews and
the like. Obvisasly, Ted's primary focus of
interest is religion and he wants to focus on
matters which have not been covered yet.

In our convessation Ted indicated that he might
be interested in having an interview with Zev
Harari and Mordechai Roten, the first Israelli
lhﬂllltl for the Reform Rabbinate at the Israel
school.

I told Ted that there isn't a thing that you
can't do, so please don't make me a liar!

With fondest regards from house to house, I am
Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
President-Elect

ec! Mr, Edward B. Fiske

DICK: THIS IS IMPORTANT!



August 9, 1973

Mr. Edward B. Pisks
Religion Editor

The New York Times
229 West 43rd Street
Mew York, N.Y,

Dear Ted:

It was good seeing you again and I truly
appreciated the opportunity to chat. It
was a perfectly delightful lunch and I

want to express my sincere thanks tomyou.

I'm enclosing a copy of my letter to
Rabbi Hitsch and want to assure you that
he will do everything possible to be of
help to you during your stay in Israel.
His telephone number at the office is
(02) 227455 ans if there's no answer keep
trying, he has part-time help and the
office is not always covered. He has no
home phone as yet but I am sure you'll be
able to contsct him without too much
difficulcy.

With repeated thanks and best wishes for a

very enriching and exciting visit to Isrsel,
1 am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
President-Elect

¥



August 31, 1973
Rabbi Alexander M. S hindler

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch

Rabbi Maurice N. risendrath
bee: Josh Dwork

Your memo of August 3rd in regard to the move to Israel surprised me.
The fact that it was included in an overall budget does not mean that
the matter was discussed with me. Bosh you and I know that this budget
was really prepared for political purposes in order to have everything
in hand; it was merely a vague guide and it was never meant to consti-
tute definitive authorizacion for a specific purpose. Had the matter
of the wove being charged to the Dollar Per Person Compaign been dis-
cussed with me I would have insisted that it be borme by the World
Union because the fact of the matter is that it was the World Union
move that brought you to Israel not the Dollar Per Person effort.

Yosher Lz yosher.



v CONFIDENTIAL ¥orld Union For Progressive Judaism
13, King David Street
Jerusalem, Israel

August 3rd, 1973
From: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch
to: Rabbi Alex Schindler
c.¢. Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, Mr. Joshua Dwork

I am surprised at your memo of July 25th. When we made up
the budget for the World Union-Israel Commission 1 purposely alloated
equal shares for the moving expenses. After all, to the U.A.H.C. and
the World Union this was only a bookkeeping item, since all the funds
of both the World Union and Israel come from sources outside the
U.A.H.C. operating budget and are raised, in fact, by my office,
whether from the W.U. or the Dollar Per Person. All copies of the
World Union budget so indicated, and you must have seen it at least
a dozen times (whether or not you noticed this particular item, I
don't know). I could very easily have charged the expenses for the
move over to the World Movement budget and then charged the Israel
Commission for a greater amount than originally planned, but as we
have discussed on many occasions, we are trying to project both the
Union and the World Union needs. Alex, we can't have it both ways.
Ve can't talk about the U.A.H.C. program in Isresel and a U.A.H.C.
visibility and a joint project with the College and then have no
U.A.H.C. expenditures. The College budget for Jerusalem is now
well over $300,000 and Fred is talking about pushing it to $500,000
within a year or two (all integrated with the overall College budget) .
Incidentally, I have had several talks with Balfour on this matter
and when he gets back at the end of August, I would like you to
talk to him.

The philosophy of our work in Israel and the institutional
relationships will have to be gone over again, I guess, but it
is better to do so in person at thel/A.H.C. Conference rather
than by correspondence.

P.S. This was dictated before the tragedy occurring to Balfour



April 2, 1973

Mr. Tracy Ferguson
One Lincoln Center
Syracuse, N.Y¥Y. 13202

Dear Tracy:

Many thanks for sharing with me your letter
of March 2lst to Nat Hess. He's back from
Israel and I am certain has found your let-
ter to be of interest.

All of us are grateful te you for your most
sincere efforts im regard to the Dollar Per
Person Campaign and I am certain the Israel
Committee will be very interested in the
results of your letter campaign.

With warmest regards, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
Presidant~Elact



May 24, 1973

Edie Miller

Vietor Feinberg

Please order for Rabbi 3chindler:
The Will to be Human by Silvano Areti - Quadrangle Books $8.95

/ Thanks,




May 23, 1973
Rebbi Alexzander M. 3Schindler

Hathaniel £, Hess; Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch

Rabbl Tra Youdovin

Dave Hachen sent me the following note"

“Rabbi kyrom Sllverman has done a phanowenal job chis
year in pushing the Dollar-per-Person Campaign. I
think he deserves some special thought and attention.
Do you have any suggestionsi"

Ve really should do something. Have you any idesa?
Of course, I'll write and thauk him but there should
be sowe special appreciation.



May 23, 1973

Rabbi Myrom Silverman
Suburban Temple

22401 Chagrin Boulevard
Cleveland, Ohio 44122

Dear Myron:

The fantastic andeavor you have made in
regard to the Dollar-per-Person campaign

and your excellent results are a2 source of
much nachas for us all. I want you to know
bow deeply grateful the Union and the WUPJ
are for your devotion te this important facet

of our programming.

With deepfeli' apprecistion and warmest re=
gards from house to house, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
President=Elect

BCC: Rabbi David S. Hachen

Pave, 1've shared your note with
Nat Hess, Dick etc. and have
asked for ideas for a special
way of thanking Myrom. Will

keep you posted.



' MEMORANDUM

Date May 21, 1973.

From Rabbi David Hachen

To Rabbi Schindler

Copy for information of

Subject

A

Dear Alex: f-'«’."j p A

Rabbi Myron Silverman has done a phenomenal job this year
in pushing the Doller per Person Campaign. I think he deserves
some special thought and attention. Do you have any suggestions?



Tracy ll. Ferguson, Esdq.
One Lincoln Center
Syracuse, llew York 13202

March 21, 1973

Mr. Nathaniel E. Hess

Chairman of Israel Commission

c¢/o Union of American Hebrew Congregations
B33 Fifth Avenue

New York, Mew York 10021

Dear HNat:

Let me give vou an updated report on the efforts to
contact congregations on our Dollar-Per-Person campaign.

On February 15, 1973 I wrote original letters to each
of the Rabbis of the congregations in the Northeasé Council, a
total of 53.

I received replies from the following Rabbis:

Sher, Bridgeport, Conn.; Goldburg, Hamden,
Conn.; Miller, Waterbury, Conn.; Rudavsky,
Brookline, Mass.; Roth, Lawrence, Mass.:
Yales, Lexington, Mass.; Miller, Malden,
Mass.; Rothman, Newton, Mass.; Salzmann,
Pittsfield, Mass.; XKlein, Vorcester, Mass,:
Bamberger, Poughkeepsie, M.Y.; Szenes,
Schenectady, N.Y. and Knobel, Groton, Conn.

I then followed up with original letters to each of
the Presidents of the same 53 congregations sending them a copy
of my letter to their rabbi and urging their -~ooperation with
the rabbis. I received replies from the following Presidents:

P. Hillman, Bridgeport, Conn.; H. Press,
Hamden, Conn.; D. Sawyer, Brookline, Mass.;
and R. Winneg, Bedford, New Hampshire.

The replies are very discouraging. Let me summarize
them for you:

(2) a few indicated that they realized that
their prior contributions were inadequate
and would try to do something hbout it.




- Mr. Nathaniel E. Hess
Page Two
March 21, 1973

(b) a few indicated that they were having their
own problems in terms of temple budgets and
other campaigns and, therefore, suggested
that some other method be used other than our
current technigue of a Dollar-Per-Person.

(c) a very few indicated they were approaching
their goal.

(d) lastly a few indicated that their checks had
been sent recently to the office in varying
amounts.

As you can see, the letter writing technique is not
productive. The absence of any response from many of the rabbis
and even their presidents may be par for the course in expected
returns in an ordinary sales campaiqgn, but I certainly thought
we would have more courtesy replies with some of the congrega—
tions taking up our offer of sending manpower help into them.

I believe that this is a pretty fair sampling of the
kind of reaction we can expect around the country if we are to
follow our current technicues. Certainly the result of this
letter writing campaion in the Northeast Council reflects the
reason for our total dollars raised last vear. I believe we
can expect no more and perhaps even less this year.

I am sorry to give you this kind of a report but we
must be realistic and, unless we alter our stance, any recital
of the general purpose of the Union to support the cause in
Israel, without more positive implementation, is a mere mouthing
of words.

With kindest personal reqards,

Sincerely,

THF /mm

P.5. I omitted to write to Rabbi Gittlesohn and my own congrega-
tion because of their complete cooperation. Furthermore, I
enclose for your ease of reference a sample copy of my letter
to the rabbis and my letter to the presidents.




[,

Tracy H. Ferguson, Esq.
One Lincoln Center
Syracuse, New York 13202

February 15, 1973

Rabbi Arnold I. Sher

B'nai Israel

2710 Park Avenue

Bridgeport, Connecticut 06604

Dear Rabbi Sher:

As yvou know, for some time the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations (UAHC) and its constituent groups estab-
lished an Israel Committee (now Commission) for the purpose
of implementing programs of reform and liberal Judaism in the
State of Israel.

The Commission, of which I have the honor to be a
member, has sought for the last few years to obtain from each
congregation their contribution measured by a "Dollar - Per
Person" campaign within the various congregations.

The whole program is being financed on the funda-
mental basis that congregants be asked to contribute through
their congregation on this formula or that the congregation
make the contribution computed on the same basis, and by whatever
techniques each congregation may choose to obtain those funds.

If the reform movement is to maintain its support
of the program in Israel (and there can be no gquestion of our
moral obligation to continue) we must obtain the funds from
the 710 reform congregations in this country and the million
of congregants affiliated.

Certainly the literature from the Central Conference
of American Rabbis (CCAR) has indicated the vital concern of
the Rabbinate with our ties to those in Israel, and the liter-
ature from the Union and its other constituents has pleaded




Rabbi Arnold I. Sher ..
Page two T
February 15, 1973

for support from our American congregations. I do not here
repeat the story since all has been told before--except the
need is greater each year--and the budget proposed requires
a dollar from each affiliated member of our congregations!

As a Commission member, I have been asked to contact
all the congregations in the Northeast Council Region. Our
congregation at Syracuse, New York is within that area. I
have no compunctions about asking for your support since as
President of my own congregation for the last five years, I
saw to it that in a congregation of 700 we furnished annually
to the Commission $1,400.00.

The records of the Commission indicate the following
concerning your congregation:

8-7-69 - $165.00
9-11-6% - 6.00
8-7-70 - $279.50

I urge, therefore, that you accept the responsibility for your
fair share contribution to this program. I know it is not

a simple task to obtain funds but I stand ready to be of assis-
tance to you with suggestions as to methods, and even to the
point of where either I or others well informed on the subject
would be glad to come to the congregation to assist you in
making the appeal.

Most importantly, may I have your personal acknowledge-
ment of the letter and some expression of the extent of your
cooperation.

With kindest regards,

Sincerely,




Tracy Iil. Ferguson, Esqg.
One Lincoln Center
Syracuse, New York 13202

March 12, 1973

President Philip Hillman
Bnai Israel

2719 Park Avenus

Bridgeport, Connecticut 06504

Dear President Philip Hillman:

I recently addressed a letter to the Rahbi of
vour Congregation with an appeal for funds for the "Dollar-
par-Person” campaign to support the cause of liberal and
reform Judaism in Israel.

This support is so vital to fulfill our promises
that I urge, and seek to enlist, vour support for an ap-
propriate amount from your Congregation.

For your information, enclosed is a copy of my
letter to your Rabbi and I plead to you for conbined ef-
forts in the "Dollar-per-Person" campaign.

With kindest regards,

Sincerely,

THF /mt

Enc.




BoxDp, ScHOENECK & KING

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
ONE LINCOLN CENTER

SYRACUSE, N, Y. 13202

PronE (315} 422-0121
ALBANY OFFICE
1l WASHINGTON AVENUE

ALBANY. M, ¥. IZ210
PHONE (S18) 4a8Z=743)

March 22, 1973

Rabbi Alexander Schindler

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
B38 Fifth Avenue

New York, MNew York 10021

Dear Rabbi Alex:

I sent the enclosure to Nat Hess vyester-
day, but it occurred to me that he was in Israel.

I now send you a copy because it may play
a part in your thinking concerning the drafting of
modifications to the Constitution.

With kindest regards,

Sincerely,

—_—

\.t-n.u-\

THF /b

Encls.
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From__Rabbi R.G., Hirsch
To Rabbi Alex Schindler
Copy for information of yvin
Soblect. .\ Your comments concerning the importance of European Jewry

I already made reference in another letter dictated before
receipt of yours concerning the importance of European Jewry.
I agree with you that there is bound to be some kind of a
renaissance on the continent, both because the ascendant
economic and politieal power of the continent will attract
Jews and because there will be a considerable 'Yerida' from
Israel to EBurope and also an influx of Jews from Eastern
Europe who will for one reason or another not go to Israel
and will find their home in Western Europe.

-
I think I wrote you in a previous letter iﬁ&“#ﬁ had an
extgnsive discuwssion at the meetings of the Jewish Agency
concerning the fate of Frnnch Jewry. There is great conce
the asgimilatlnn 1 : i \
g th gr_in ta rated Fren€H Jewish communit >
even amon ETFTE"mure race:fﬁ"’fwﬂnfﬂ,,“
N Aliya from France Hastaken a precipitous
drnp, thn;gq;s,autr.-nndoun rise in intermarriage and less
than 10,000 out-of -a-petential 120,000 Jewish children of
sehool age, race1ve any Jawlsh educaticn Whatsoever.

. -

I have wr:tten the European Board that we should discuss this
matter seriously and am now tentatively planning on going to
Europe some time in the Spring to talk about activating our
program there. We did have a full discussion of this at the
last meeting of the Excutive in London, in March when you
wvere not present.

In this connection, incidentally, you should know that quite often >
at the meetings of the WZ0 Executive, there is reference to thab Qr%;jﬁ
World Jewish Congress, its various meetings programs, etc. and /’ﬁ? E}'
the nature of its relationship to the WZ0O. In the light of this,

I think it would be important for me to be present at the meeting

in the The Hague and to participate in the discussions there. So

I will try to kill two birds with one stone, attending the meeting

of the World Jewish Congress and meeting with our people in Europe

at the same time.
P;T.ﬂ.
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Dear Friends:

Israel is the land of the old and the new,
Ashkenazim and Sephardim, a country which
changes from day to day. Whether you were in
lsrael in 1948, 1956 or 1967, or have only
dreamed about going, the lsrael you will sec
today is an lsrael different than you remembaer
or have imagined — this is the Israel of today!

March 1974 is the month of the Second
International Convention of the Central Confe-
rence of American Rabbis to take place in the
holy city of |erusalem. Because of the historic
nature of this event many of us affiliated with
the Central Conference of American Rabbis are
leading tours 1o lsrael composed of members of
our congregations.

Because of the significance of the event, the
tour | will be leading will have a number of
special features, We will not only be visiting Tel
Aviv, Haifa, Tiberias, the Galilee, |erusalem
but will be visiting new villages and institutions
[see Special Highlights) where some of the
leading figures in their own fields will introduce
us Lo an exuberant "new [srael™,

All arrangements in Israel have been made
with YOU in mind. The finest hotels and those
maosl representative of the new lsraeli culture
have been selected for our stay. Luxury buses
will be taking us on our sightseeing journeys
throughout this pioneering country. Our lsraeli
guides are "Sabras™, Mot only will they show
us this country as only they know it, but their
own personal experience and accounts of life in
Israel will be a part of this never-to-be-forgotien
CXPerienoe

This Pilgrimage is primarily lor members ol
our congregations, however, it is nol restricted,

as such, Your friends and relations outside our
congregation are welcome 1o join us,

Faithfully yours,

Your Rabhi

ISRAEL,

JERU/ALEM OF GOLD

NOTE: The brochures you have requested will be imprinted
specially for you, as follows:

Rabbi‘s Name:

City: State:

Tour Dates:
Tour Price: $

*Plus $3.00 U S, Transportation Tax.




Sightsecing Highlights

included inyour tour in ISRAEL

TEL AVIV/JAFFA

Proceed through the main thoroughfares, Allenby Street,
Dizengoff, . wvisit the Mann Auditorium, Helena Rubenstein
Art Pavillion, Habimah National Theater. Through Manshia,
one of the oldest quarters of Tel Aviv, to Jaffa, Visit the
Archeological Museum for an historical review of affa, an-
cient alleys, its Port and Arab quarters.

REHOVOTH

Drive from Tel Aviv to Rishon le Zion for a visit to the
famous wine-cellar where well-known Carmel Wines can be
sampled. Continue to Rehovoth for a tour of the Weizmann
Institute of Science and the Memorial to Dr. Weizmann,
Israel's first President.

COASTAL ROAD & HAIFA

Depart Tel Aviv to Caesarea (capital of Judea under the
Romans). Tour this restored Crusader city, the battlements,
Herodian Harbor, Roman Theater and aqueduct, a marvel
of Roman water-supply engineering. Continue to Zichron
Yaakov, rich in vineyards. Visit the Rothschild Memorial
Gardens at Ramat Hanadiv. On to Haifa, where city tour of
Israel’s largest port will include Mt, Carmel with Panorama
Road Observation Point, Leo Baeck High School, the gold-
domed Bahai Shrine and its exotic Persian Gardens; the
Technion; Prophet Elijah's Cave and French Carmel.

GOLAN HEIGHTS & UPPER GALILEE

On to the ancient port of Acre and tour the old Crusader
fortifications, the Jezzar Pasha Mosque; stroll around the
oriental market. On to Safed, capital of upper Galilee.
Explore the Artists' Quarter in the picturesque old city,
birthplace of the Cabbalistic Movement. See Banias Springs
and waterfall; ascend Ramat Hagelan and via Lake Ram to
Kuneitra, former Syrian stronghold. Cross the Jordan river
via Bnot Yaacov Bridge.

LOWER GALILEE & NAZARETH

Depart for Capernaum and visit the ruins of an ancient
synagogue. On to Tiberias on the shores of the Sea of
Galilee (Kinneret), a town lying below sea level with hot
springs that were famous in the days of the Romans. Via
Kfar Kana (Cana of Galilee to MNazareth to visit its Christian
Shrines and picturesque Arab market.

JERUSALEM — OLD CITY

See the Tower and Citadel of David at Jaffa Gate. Enter
the Old City and proceed on foot through Nablus Road to
the Holy Sepulchre. Pass through the Jewish Quarter to the
Western Wall. Temple area - proceed to the Dome of the
Rock (Mosque of Omar), site of the First and Second
Temples. Through the picturesque bazaars to Via Dolorosa,
back to Damascus Gate.

JERUSALEM — NEW CITY

Drive through the Rehavia Quarter to the Hebrew Univer-
sity campus; visit Mt. Herzl and the Military Cemetery,
Herzl's Memorial and Museum. Proceed to the new
Hadassah Medical Center and see the Synagogue with Marc
Chagall's famous stained-glass windows; Kennedy Memoaorial;
Yad Vashem Memorial to the Holocaust; continue on to the
Knesset and Israel Museum.

JERICHO — DEAD SEA

Proceed via Bethany and the Wilderness of Judea to Jericho
and tour the world's oldest city. Proceed to the lowest
point on earth, Sdom, and the Dead Sea, 1292 feet below
sea level,

BETHLEHEM — HEBRON

Drive via Refaim Valley, Church of Elias to Rachel’s Tomb.
Continue to Bethlehem, visit the Church of the Nativity and
historical sites. Then to Hebron and visit the Tombs of the
Patriarchs, the Machpelah.

MASSADA

Ascend to Massada via the cable car for a visit of the Plateau
(elev. 1200 ft.). Massada was the last stronghold which held
out against the Romans during the Jewish Revolt and is
fully excavated.




Special
Highlights

Lo — =

Participation in the Opening Session of the 85th
Annual CCAR Convention at Binyanei HaUma.

Jerusalem Theater — Cultural Evening.

Visit to the Reform sponsored Leo Baeck High
School in Haifa.

Visit to Youth Village, Ben Shemen — a project
of thelReform Movement.

Visit to the Hebrew Union College in Jerusalem.

S

Visit to one of the Reform congregations in |srael.

TOUR PRICE INCLUDES:

1. Round-trip jet air transportation via EI Al lsrael
Aiirlines, or another |ATA carrier, Economy Class.

2. Twin-bedded room with private bath.

3. Israeli breakfast daily in lsrael.

4. All transfers — airport to hotel and vice versa,

5. Sightseeing by Deluxe motorcoach with English
speaking guides. (See Sightseeing Highlights).

NOTE:
ADDITIONAL FEATURES OF YOUR TOUR
TO BE IMPRINTED HERE

HOTELS TO BE USED ON YOUR TOUR

City Hotel Dates

TO BE IMPRINTED HERE




| MEMBERS IN MY PARTY AND THEIR RELATIONSHIP:

(List ages of ail children between the ages of 2 - 24 as of departure
dates).

F,-._- N —— O ——— - —
| :
- RESERVATION FORM :
: Plassa print ar type all information. Make check payable 1o the Con- |
j revetion. i
: ;
I 1
|
: Dear Rabbi: =
[ ]
| Enclosed please find my check in the amount of $...oooorrrvrrmess :
: (£100.00 per parson) for .......... personis) on your CCAR Congregs- |
1 tional tour. i
: [T T — :
§ ADDRESS..........cmcessisssssssssssansanes 2 1
T CETATE ot 1
]
: HOME PHONE:.......co.ccoosrreceneenr BUSINESS .
i
i
i

TYPE OF ROOM: Twin Single Triple (Circle onal

| understand that the number of participants on this tour is limited
and that reservations are accepted on a first-comae, first-served basis.

SR AR R b

Surt

—— T ——— i ———

e O D ST Bl

L-—----—-_-‘-— - ——

Official Air Fares and Hotel Rates in israsl for March 1974 have not
boan finalized, Therefore rates shown in this brochure are based on
taritfs in affoct as of Juna 1st, 1973,

Terms & Conditions

TRAVEL DOCUMENTS: Each Tour partici-
pant must be in possession of a valid passport.
A Certificate of Vaccination against smallpox
is strongly recommended.

REGISTRATION: Reservations are made upon
receipt of a deposit of $100 per person. Full
payment is due not later than 60 days prior to
departure date,

CANCELLATION: Your deposit will be re-
funded in full if you cancel in writing at least
60 days prior to departure. A $10.00 cancella-
tion fee per person will be imposed for cancel-
lations between 60 and 30 days prior to depar-
ture. Cancellation less than 30 days prior to de-
parture will be charged up to 25% of the airfare
and $50.00 per person for land arrangemens,

HOTELS: Accommodations in standard twin-
bedded room with private bath or shower at the
hotels listed, or similar.

AIR TRANSPORTATION: Round trip jet
flights via EI Al lsrael Airlines or any other
IATA Carrier assigned by tour operator, based
on Economy Class Group Fare for minimum of
15 passengers. Passengers must fly with group
at all times. Separation from group will require
recalculation of air fares on an individual basis.
An “Air Fare Protector" insurance policy is
available and strongly recommended. Cost up
to $500 protection: $12.50 for an individual
and $25.00 per couple. All air fares subject to
government approval.

AIR TICKETS: Flight tickets and final docu-
ments will be mailed approximately 2 weeks —
10 days prior to departure, Please do not re-
quest them sooner as we will not have flight in-
formation until this time.

TARIFF: All rates are based on Tariffs and
Foreign Exchange rates in effect as of June 1,
1973 and are subject to any subsequent changes.
All air fares are subject to government approval.

TOUR RATE DOES NOT INCLUDE: Ex-
penses and items of a personal nature; U, 5.
Transportation Tax, airport taxes, personal
tips; excess baggage charges (allowance — 44
pounds per person except for infants); laundry,
beverages; after meal tea or coffee; personal and
baggage insurance.



EUROPEAN ITINERARY
IF REQUESTED
TO BE IMPRINTED HERE

RESPONSIBILITY

Tower Travel Corporation acts as agents for the
passengers and the companies they represent
and in consequence, accepts no responsibility
for accidents, damages, baggage losses, delays
due to strikes or to the faults or defaults of any
company used for the carrying out of these
tours, In the event it becomes necessary or
advisable for the comfort or wellbeing of the
passengers, or for any reason whatsoever to alter
the itinerary or arrangements, such alterations
may be made without penalty to the operator.
Additional expenses, if any, shall be borne by
the passengers. Mo refund can be made for ab-
sence from tour unless arrangements are made
at the time of booking. The right is reserved for
Tower, at its absolute discretion, to refuse or
cancel any booking or to terminate the tour of
any person or persons atany time without being
under obligation to assign a reason therefore, In
the event of the exercise of this right, Tower
shall be under no liability to the person or per-
sons save to refund any monies paid by, or,
where the tour has already commenced, to re-
fund such amount as Tower, in its uncontrolled
discretion, thinks reasonable to atiribute 1o the
uncompleted portion, The airline concerned are
not to be held responsible for any acts, omis-
sions, or event, during the time passengers are
not on board, The passage contract in use by
the companies concerned when issued, shall
constitute the sole contract between the com-
pany and purchaser of these tours and/or
passengers,
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January 30, 1973

Rabbli Alexander M. Schindler

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch

I'm in a bind and there's only ome way I can get out of it =--
but that means missing the meeting of the WUPJ Governing Body
in London. Much as I regret the necessity, I really must and
I trust you will be understanding.

I have to be in Israel for the HUC-JIR Board of Governors
meeting ss well as some additional sessions following their
meeting - namely, meeting with Herb Friedman. I'm scheduled
for a wedding of old and dear friends in Danbury, Connecticut
for March 10th and haven't got it in my heart to cancel out
or to ask them Lo change the date = you'd react the same way
in a similar aituvation. Even If I were to leave N.Y. late
Saturday uight for London I'd be so exhausted I'd not add one
iota to the discussions of the Coverning Bodyl So please
accppt my apology and my regrel at not being able to be with
you on HMagreh 10=-11,



Alt: Rabui Hichard G. dirsc.

| will be attending tue- sbgsifs—at e GOVETTIING
sody of tae World Union on marc: Li and 11 i
Caioi,

I will arrive ova

10 will stay until

(Hotel )

Sirnature
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World Union
for Progressive Judaism

Januwary 11, 1873

From: Rabli Richard G. Hirsch

To: Governing Body Members

As you have already been informed, the Governing Body
meeting will take place on March 10 and 11 in Lendon,

Mr, Bertram Jacobs, Secretary of the World Union nas made a
limited number of reservations at the Whites Hotel, If wyou
wish to avail yourselves of these rooms, please communiceia
directly with Mr. Jacobs, Leo Baeck College, 33 Szy=our Place,
London W.1, indicating the dates and kinds of accorncdiations
you would care to have him make, Otherwise please tshe care
of your own reservations independently,

The first meeting will be held berinning with dinner at
Whites Hotel on Saturday, March 10, The session will be in
conjunction with the Buropzan Boord meeting, and special
emphasis will be given to the prshlazs and challepgos con=-
fronting Progressive Judaism in France, On Suzday, the
CGoverning Body meeting will begin in the morning and will
conclude in the late aftsrnocn,

We shall have many important items to discuss. Among other
items on the agenda, will be the folliowing:

1) Europsan Youth program

2) Forihcoming transfer of nesdquzrters

3) The World Educalional Center for Progressive
Judaism

4) Progress reports from constituencies around
the world,

Will you please indicate on the enclosed eard what dates
you will be in London and where you will Le staying,

With best wishes to you and yours,

enclosure

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10021 - (212) 249-0100
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 233
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- MEMORANDUM

Date January 16, 1973

0

From RABBI RICHARD G. HIRSCH, Director

To Rabbi Alexander Schindler

Copy for information of Joshua M, Dwork, Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath

Subject 3

I received your note of January 11th along
with the note from Josh and do not understand why
it is necessary to have this written communication.
I think the four of us should talk about it in person.

For the record,what I said to Josh and what I
have repeated to vou is that I do not think the World
Union at this stage of its development should be
expected to pay back the money which is owed the UAHC.
I also said that it was unforgiveable that the World
Union kept raising its debt to the UAHC and said that
as of July 1, 1972 when I formally entered the office,
I would not permit the debt to rise.

Jgh and Fred informed me that the Union had initiated
a practice of reducing the World Union debt by $4,000
each year. I hope that it will be possible, therefore,
within six years to erase the debt.

As far as the loan of the Union to the World Union
concerning the Har-El purchase is concerned, that is
something which Jay Kaufman arranged and I assume shéuld
be kept on the books until such time as the property

is sold or the World Union has funds to repay the Union.

I still think we should discuss it, but for the
record, this is what I said.

RGH:nl

R:iijiauﬂ ‘_74“{0“ Cthl'fr

UMNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800



January 11, 1973

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch

Rabbi Msurice H. Eisendrath; Joshua M. Dwork

Please nota the enclosed memorandum from Josh Dwork.
I'm a liccle bic puzzled by it and I refer to your
saying that you "can't be held responsible for debts
which were incurred before your time and that you
will not recognize them."” This is an insctitutional
obligation not a personal obligation and has to re-
main on the books as due until the WUPJ -« if necessary
either through the §1.00 per person campaign or some
other means - is able to pay it off. Obviously the
Union is not in a position to absorb avoer $40,000.
this year.

That would be a wonderful way for me to proceed, Dick;
I'll just say that the accumulated deficit and the
inventory which amount to about 1.7 million d@llars in
toto were incurred before I assumed cthe Vice Presidency

and I therefore do not recognize them. Do you think
our auditors, never mind our banks, would buy that?

I'm sure that Mourice will agree.
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UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW COMNGREGATIONS
2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800

Ranni RicHARD G. HIRSCH, Direcior

MARVIN BRAITERMAN, Commyel
and Direcior of Education end Rereerch

December 20, 1967

Rabbi William Rosenthall

World Union for Propressive J
B3B8 Fifth Avenue A
New York, New York

Dear Bills

I thought the meeting yesterday was a good
“numth-ndtom-ning:ulm::?

Thie hhh;dlatmdprlmto-f -
engagenant and family pathering, and
OFFICERS after the new year, However, I df
Chairmen, Board of Teuttear
Irving Fain
Prerides:
Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath

CCAR
Preridens

Rabbi Jacob . Weinmein

COMMISSION ON
SociAL AcTioN
Chairman

leving J. Fain
Dhiracror

Albert Vorspan
Aneciate Direcrar

Rabhbi Balfour Brickner

Idummn:pmthlutrﬁrthpmmbfﬂu-tudr-i
ssion
M&nmmtummm-tullumtmm'
developing for the World Union conference. Therefore, please send
-lm#thmw-mWItwhmniu.

The Religious. Action Center, housed In the Emily R. and Kivie Maplan Bullding, Is under fhe suspices of the Commissisn ea Social Action
of Reform ludaism, 3 joint Enstrumentality of the CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABEIS and the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW
COMGREGATIONS with its affiliates—National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods, Mational

Federation of Temple Youth.




Rabbi William Resenthall (cont'd) Page two

After my return, I will sand letters to the congregations
who have special rabbl appeals for the World Union, as per
our discussion,

Bast wishes,to you and yours for a happy Chanmka.
Sinecerely,

rgh/es Rabbi Richard G, Hirach

cct Rabbi Jacob Shankman
Rabbi Maurice N, Eisendrath
Mr, Nathanlel Hess
Ribbi Alexander Schindler
Hiss Jane LCvans



November 30, 1967
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

Al Vorspan

B8ill Rosenthall came to see me to discuss garious matters pertaining
to the Union-World Union relatiomships, especially as we approach our
Israel project.

During the discussions he justly pointed out that mention of the World
Union was completely neglected im the Israel brochure prepared under
your aegis.

All sorts of Jewish organizations sre mentiomed in Dick Hirsch's

article on Reform Judaism in Israel -- NFTY and sheFTY, and HUC, and
else, but not a word about the World Uniom. Similarly, on

page 117 in listing resources of organizations which can supply mater-

ial for the study om Israel you have nine agencies, and the World Union
is not ome of them.

Bill's plaint is justified in this regard, so it seems to we, and if and
when you publish a second edition of this work, correction must be made.



September 1, 1967

Rabbi A.M. Schindler

Al Vorspan

Dick Hirsch will be in on September 26th st 2:30 .M.
to discuss the Israel Committee with us.
Please put this date on your calendar so you will be

sure to attend.



April &, 1967

Rabbi A. M. Schindler

Dr. M. R. Eisendrath

Al Vorspan

1 represented you yesterday (April 3) at a meeting held in Awbassador
Harman's suite ac the Nssex House, summoned by Israeli officials in
order to discuss a proposal for the coavening of a World Conference
of the Jewish People to be held during July 1968 and attendant upon
the 20th Anniversary celebration of the State of Israel.

In sttendance besides the hosting Isrselis (Harman, Arnon and Jack
Herzog) were representatives of B'nai B'rith (Corey), the A-J
Congress (Maslow), the American Zionists (Miller), the CCAR (Irv
Blank), the R-A (Kellman) and the Presidents Council (Prinz and
Hellman) .

The World Conference of the Jewish People, as its name suggests, is
intended to serve as a dramatic demonstration of our world-wide

unity and our combined concern for such problems as Jewish education,
Jewish culture, Jewish unity, and the relation between Israel and the
Dlaspora. It is hoped that representation of world Jewry (Europe,
United States, South America, ete,) will attend the conference =- not
Just institutional leaders, but leaders of thought. The Americen
effort, so it ie proposed, will be condscted by the Presidents Council
vhith will broaden its compass to include such non-Council organizations
as the A-J Committee and the National Council of Jewish Women.

The potential value of such a Conference was affirmed by sll and it was
suggested that these present constitute a program committee to work out
the details of the gathering both in format and in content.



REPORT OF ACTIVITIES OF THE

WORLD COUNCIL ON JEWISH EDUCATION April, 1967

May | respectfully call your attention to the memorandum submitted in March the

items of which are in progress. | am pleased to report the following additional ac-
tivities:

1. World Sephardi Federation: (A) By arrangement with, and approval of Dr.

Solomon Gaon, a survey is being conducted of the educational programs of the syna-
gogue schools affiliated with the Federation. Already several have reported and
additional reports are coming in frequently. A questionnaire is being prepared to
probe further. (B) An editorial committee has been set up to prepare quarterly
bulletin for publication in English, French and Spanish for distribution to the
schools. | have asked Mrs., Tamar de Sola Pool to raise some funds for this purpose,
() There are some 30 Sephardi students at the Yeshivah University who are pre-
paring to minister to the needs of their brethren. | am meeting with Rabbi Herbert
Dobrinsky, who leads this group under Dr. Gaon's supervision, to lay out a program
of activity with them.

2. Jewish Theological Seminary Group: | have been meeting individually with
the five Rabbis who will be graduating in June 1967 and will go to Latin America to
assume positions of Rabbis and Ministers of religious education in Caracas, Rio de
Janeiro, Cordoba, Lima and Buenos Aires,

3., Jerusalem Office: Work is progressing as indicated in my report of March

1967. See memorandum from Dr. Avidor. A World Council on Jewish Education Bulletin
is now in preparation,.

L. Jewish Education The World Over: We have begun a conscientious compilation

of articles depicting the state of Jewish education the world over. It is our hope
to complete this in a year and publish it in the most economical manner possible.

5. Yeshivah University: We are concluding arrangements with Professor Alvin

|. Schiff, Chairman, Graduate Division, Education Department of Yeshivah University
to inaugurate a graduate course on Comparative International Jewish Education to

begin in the Fall of 1967. A friend of W.C.J.E., will provide the funds for the



- 7 =
course as well as for research papers to be prepared under our auspices.
6 Tunisia: Contacts have been established and negntlationsi;ﬁ progress, at the
behest of the J.D.C., to send a qualified American Jewish educator to conduct a

Seminar for school personnel in Tunisia in the summer of 1968,

7- Meetings with Dr. Chanoch Rinot: | have been meeting with Dr, Rinot, erst-

while Director of the Misrad Hahinuch (Jewish Schools in Israel) on matters rela-
ting to phases of Jewish education in the United States and Israel. Same with Mr.
Yaacov Morris of the Jewish Agency.

8. Miscellaneous: (A) Some 5000 copies of Hebrew books published by the
Gesher Junior Hebrew Library, Jerusalem, have been sold as a result of a letter over
my signature on the W.C.J.E. letterhead to Jewish schools in the United States.
(Gesher books cost 40¢ per copy when bought in quantities.) (B) At the request of
the Jewish Agency office in Jerusalem a letter is now going out over my signature
to obtain 500 subscribers to Beth Mikra, the Hebrew quarterly magazine for Bible

Research. (A subscription is $5.00 per annum.)

! o

Froacel &L u‘.i-t-f_f_'-

Submitted by g]

P.S. | made preparations to leave on May bth for 2z series of visits to observe
schools, meet with principals, teachers, lay school boards, parents, and
communal leaders in 13 cities of Latin America, but for various reasons the

trip has been postponed.



WORLD COUNCIL ON JEWISH EDUCATION

ISRAEL OFFICE - JERUSALEM 3/15/67
MEETING - March 15, 1967
PRESENT -

Mr. R. Amir, Dr. M. Avidor, Professor A. M. Dushkin, Dr. H. Hamiel,
Mr. M. Manor and Mr. J. Rubel

SUMMARIES AND DECISIONS

. Mr. Rubel reviewed briefly the preparations he has made during the last
few weeks for the establishment of a Pedagogic Center and for the publishing of an
information bulletin 'Yediot!''.

2, Office and Location of Pedagogic Center

It was decided to authorize Mr. R. Amir to rent 2 or 3 rooms from the
Jewish Agency, 14 Ben Yehudah Street, Jérusalem, where the office of the W.C.J.E,
Israel Center as well as the Pedagogic Center will be located, There will also be
a reference room, especially for teachers and educators from the Diaspora who will
visit in Israel. The office will be furnished modestly. Mr. J. Rubel should ar-
range appropriate technical aid for his office.

3. "Wediot"

Mr. J. Rubel brought up suggestions as to the content of the ''Yediot'.
After deliberations in which all present participated the following was summarized:

a) The first issue of '"Yediot' will appear in the month of May or at the
beginning of June. An effort will be made to publish the ''Yediot'' at least 3 times
a year,

b) The ""Yediot" should consist mainly of informative and bibliographical
material. The informative part will consist of what is happening in World Jewish
Education and will be based on information from the Departments of Education of the
Jewish Agency; from the New York Center of the World Council; as well as from Jewish
sources all over the world, etc. Special space will be set aside for the activities
of the W.C.J.E. and Dr. A, Eisenberg will be asked to prepare material for this

section,
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c) The bibliographical material will include announcements of books, mono-
graphs, and articles which have appeared with a short description of the contents,
the age group for which the material was meant, by whom it was published, price, etc.

d) The "Yediot" will not contain any didactic articles.

e) The first issue of the '"Yediot'" will contain an editorial stating that this
issue is experimental ‘and that the readers are asked to express their reactions to
its contents and format.

f) The "Yediot" will be published in Hebrew and will contain a short summary
in English, French, Yiddish and Spanish.

g) The first issue will be printed in 1000 copies: 250 copies will be sent to
Dr. A. Eisenberg for distribution in the U. §., the other copies will be sent to the
Education Committees in various countries for distribution.

h) The Editors of the 'Yediot' are: Mr. R. Amir, Dr. M. Avidor, Professor A.
M. Dushkin, Dr. H. Hamiel (in the absence of Mr. M. Manor) Mr. J. Rubel will be the
Coordinator of the Editorial Board.

L. The next meeting will be held on Friday, 4th of Nisan, April 14, 1967, in

Dr. M. Avidor's room at the Israel National Academy of Arts, to discuss Mr. J.
Rubel's suggestions in re "organization of a Pedagogic Center for the Diaspora and a

Center for documentation of Jewish Education in the Diaspora'.

Submi tted by
Dr. Moshe Avidor



December 14, 1972

Rabbi William Sajowits
Temple Emamuel

1250 Bower Hill Road
Pittsburgh, Penna. 15243

Dear Bill:

Thanks for sharing with me your letter of December Sth

to Dick and Steve in regard to raising funds for our pro-
jects in Isrsel. 'The Light of Liberal Judaism in Isrsel”
bank is a fascinating concept and one which might well
provide a source of income for our projects.

We have just completed a UAHC staff meeting and in the
discussion of ways and means to raise funds for our Isreel
projects this idea was shared with the staff. It has much
merit and they liked the comcept. HNaturally, there would
be many details ingolved in establishing such a program,
i.e. the manufacture of the banks, educating the congrega=-
tions of the manner of usage, etc. Dick will, I am sure,
be in contact with you. I just wanted you to know the fact
that there was a positive reaction from the staff to your
concept.

With warmest regards from house to house, I am
Sincerely,

Alexander M. Schindler
President=-Elect

c¢: Rabbi Richard Q. Hirsch
Rabbi Stephen Schafer
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RABBI WILLIAM SAJOWITZ
TeurLE EManuiL
1250 Bowra HiLL Roan
PITTSRURNGH, PEMHBVLVANIA 15243

December 5, 1972

Rabbi Richard Hirsch

Rabbi Stephen A. Schafer

2027 Massachusetts Ave., N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

Dear Dick and Steve:

1 have what I think may be a great idea for fund raising for the Re-
form Movement in Israel. Before next Chanukah, if we could create

a Menorah Savings Bank that could be used for Chanukah in the follow-
ing manner, it could be a tremendous source of revenue. For example,
the Menorah could look something like this:

|

THE LIGHT OF LIBERAL JUDAISM IN TGRAEL

The first night one dime placed in the lst candle, the second night -

2 in the next, etc. Thus, children could learn to cbsServe a holiday

by doing a Mitzvah and our movement in Israel could go forward. These
could be made of plastic, disposable and turned in at the end of Chanu-
kah. At a cost of $.40 a Menorah you would end up with $4.00. Multi- *
ply that by thousands of homes and you can see the possibilities.

Think of it quickly, because if you don't handle it I'll take it to
some other organization, but I'd like to see it of benefit to our-
selvas. Best perscnal regards.

Sincerely,

Rabbi William Sajowitz

ws/el
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take such Steps ag wi{l Preuptly restore to all Jess the Prerocgative to
worship at the Western ¥all in &ccordance with their osm custon without

fre further demand that:

1 be allowad to marry those Jews who
eligible for carrisge,

1, Progressive Rabbis in Isragl g
8re registoreq in the Rabbinate

2, ANl Persons wh onverted to Judaism by Reforn or Liberal
rabbis throughout the world shall pe Tecognized by the State of Israel
a5 Jews and ag el as Jeuwsg and granted citlzenship a8 Jews

3. The Progressive 0 of Israe) shall recegive full support and
aid from the Minisfry for Religious Affairs ang the local Religious
Cbuncils, in f equality with Orthodox Cengregations,

f LIMIGRATION To rspagy, i

i
i
T
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The Worlg Unica for Progressive Judaisn Teécognizes the cbligation to ip-
tensify the Participation of Progressive Jews in the upbuilding of Zion,
also through their increased Physical Presence in the State of Israel,

It malntaina, hﬂ?EFET, that freadom of religion and official reccgnition
of Progressiye Rabbis and Congregations 15 o matter of equity, and should

— e e M s




February 14, 1972

Rabbi A, M. Schindler
Rabbi R. Hirsch

Alan Iselin

Alan Iselin came up with an excellent suggestion, one which merits
urgent exploration: Is there any way &s & movement we can tie into
the UJA study missions in Israsel? The UJA may not be adverse, even
beyond Herb Friedman's personal interest, inm order to demonstrate
that Reform is not so subjected that it does not have life and hope.
(At lesst once a month I get calls from UJA field people, asking me
to contact & Reform Jew who refuses to give to UJA because of "dis~
crimination against Reform"). From our point of view the gains are
obvius - note the wisming pool at Ben Shemen and Zemer's encounter
with the Columbus man.

kaybe this tie-in could be by way of a service in our chapel in
Jerusalem, or phrhaps a special Reform service conducted by one of
our men at the military cemetery to which all of the missions are
taken,



January 24, 1972

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
Rabbl Richard Hirsch

Rabbl Maerice N. Eisendrath

Maurice, who recently returned from Floridp, feels that Light
could be approached by you for the Israel project. | also

spoke to Sandy Shapero, who indicated his willingness to arrange
sn appointment for you once you are ready.
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MEMORANDUM

Date_ October 8, 1967

From_ RABBI RICHARD G, HIRSCH, Director

To Rabbi Maurice N, Eistndmth 8
Hr"""_r.-_-_‘-‘-“" Py
. 6 (Rnbhi Alexander SchindlD Albert Vorspan
Copy for information of S ————t el
|
Subject : o0

The enclosed are letters I have sent out in commection with my trip to
Israel,

Tentatively, we would like to explore at least the following for next
summer:

1, 4 large delegation to World Union for Progressive Judaism
meeting (July 3-67 Not sure of date)

2, Leadership study mission immediately following World Union
meeting

3. Study seminar at Bet Berl for rabbis, educators, etc.

4. Some preliminary type camp=-study program for children of
above participants

-.Rthjiouﬁ ‘_744.:!'{#“ Cfﬁﬂr

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVEMNUE. N.W.. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036. TEL. ICODE 202) 387-2800



] OFFICERS
Chaieenan, Based of Trasieer
Trvin Fame

Pegivd omi
Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrarh

FPreredeas
Rabbd Jacob J. Weindtein

R‘h towus ‘]4:l-ioﬂ Cfﬂrcr

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800

Rannt RicHanp G. HirscH, Direcine

MARVIN BRAITERMAN, Cowniel
and Dicecror of Edwcation and Ritearch

October &, 1967

Rabbi Melwvin Zager
Rehov Ibn Gabriol 8
Tel Aviwv

Israel

Rabbi Tovia Ben=-Chorin
29 Hamavdil Street
Ramat Gan

Israel

Rabbki Robert Samuels
Leo Baeck School

47 Hillel Street
Haifa, Israel

Dear Mel,Tovia, and Bob:

Shalom chevra, As you may have heard, I plan to be in Israel
November 2-November B,

The UAHC is about to establish a committee on Israel, and the
CCAR has already established a committee which will hold its
first meeting on October 10 in Washington.

The UAHC committee will be appointed at the Biennial and will
convene shortly thereafter, and I have accepted the staff
responsibility for it.

The purpose of my trip is mostly exploratory, to see how we
might strengthen existing programs and introduce some new and
more intensive programming.

S CoE Enclosed is a rough draft of a memo
S0CIAL ACTION I prepared, which would serve as a basis for discussions and
Cmfxa e which indicates some of our preliminary thinking.
Dhorac i - 7 .

Albert Vorspan When I meet with you, I not only would like to receive your

Aviowate Dhivastor
Rahbi Ballour Brickner

URHC HOUSE OF
LIVIMG JUDAISM

reactions to the propgram, but to get some new ideas from you.
Also, of course, we should have as the number one item on our
agenda a discussion of your respedive institutions and of the
state of our liberal movement as a whole.

Friday, November 3, will be my only day to meet with you. Let's
meet at a place mutually agreeable to you on Friday morning at
9:30. In the afternoon, I would like to meet with Dr, Elk. I
assume that Haifa would be the best place for us to meet. However,
I am completely flexible about the meeting place and ask the

three of you to arrange for it. I am making no cother arrangements
for that day.

Would you please communicate with each other and inform me as

ol ST |
iy s e )

The Aeliglows Action Ceater, housed |n the Emily B amd Kivie Maplan Building, 12 wnder the auspices of the Commission on Social Action
of HRefarm lodalsm, a joint instroméntality of the CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS and 1he UMION OF AMERICAN HEBREW

CONGREGATIONS with il sfhiliates—MNationsl Federalion of Temple Siaterhoods, Mallenal Federation af Temple Bratmerhoods, Matjonal
Federation ol Temple Youbh.
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UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036, TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800

Ranmi RICHARD G. HIRSCH, Diresior
MARVIN BRAITERMAN, Commiel
wnd Direcror of Educativn and Retoarch

!
)
;
¢
E

ment in Israel and in the expansi

OFFICERS
Chairman, Board of Teunaer
i I am anxious to meet with yo our meeting
Mmummn. Eisendrazh with Dr. Elk, Perhap; e to have lunch
EMm Friday /an - Ir, Elk following
Te
Rabbi Jacob J. Weinsein

chopl and I would urge you to have
d as to how we can establish

COMMISSION oM

.;.,,.-,...: S ons which would assure continuity,
Lrving J. Fain nel changes.
Drirecror
m;ﬂ L_"m : 7l sending love to Annette and best wishes for a
Rabbi Balfour Brickner Shona Tovah.
Sincerely,
rgh/es Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch

enc,
cct Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrakh
Rabbi Alexander Schindler.”

Hr. Albeart Vorspan

The Religlous Action Center, housed in the Emily R. and Kivle Kaplan Bullding, Is wnder the auspices of the Commission on Social Action
of Reform Judaism, @ joint instrumentality of the CENTRAL CONFEREMCE OF AMERICAM RABBIS and the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW
CONGREGATIONS with itz affilistes—Nationsl Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, Maticmal Federation of Temple Brotherhoods, National
Federation of Temple Youth.



OFFICERS
Chatrman, Board of Truneer
Irving Fain
Previdams
Rabbd Maurice M. Eisendrath

CCAR
Praridens

Rabbi Jacob J. Weinseein

CoMMIsSIoN ON
SoCiAL ACTION
Chatriman

Irving ). Fain
Diérecior

Albert Vorspan
Aurociate Director

Rabbi Balfour Brickner

Rt'ijiaus L74ci-ioﬂ Ccﬂffr

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800

Ransl RICHARD G HIRSCH, Direcior

MARVIN BRAITERMAN, Cosnrel
dnd Divestar of Edecation and Rersarch

October &, 1967

I plan to be in Iareael from November 2 to
and would very much like to meet with

Best wishes to you and yours for a shona tovah,

Sincerely,

rgh/es Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch

ce: Mabhi Maurice N. Eisendrath
Rabbi Alexander Schindler
Mr, Albert Vorspan
Rabbi Robert Samuels

The Religious Actlon Cemler, housed In the Emily R. and Mivie Maplan Building, s wunder the auspices of the Commission oa Social Action
of Reform Judaism, a [oint instrumentality of the CENTRAL COMFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABEIS and the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW
CONGREGATIONS with its affiliates—National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods, Matlonal
Fedaration of Temple Youlh.
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OFFICERS
Charmam, Bowed of Trunies
Irvin Fane
Prasidear
Habhi Maurice M. Ehendrach

Preridoal
Rabii Jucoh ], Weinacein

ComMIssioN oN
SoctAL ACTioN
Chavrmian

Irving J. Fain
Dhiedcear !

Albert Yorspan
Arneiats Dirscror

Rabbi Balfour Brickner

URHC HOUSE OF
LIVING JUDAKSM
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UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036, TEL. ‘CODE 203 387-2800

Rannt RieHarn G, Himscw, Direcsar

MARVIN BRAITERMAN, Cowniel
and Direciar of Edwcation and Refearcir

October 4, 1967

Rabbi William Rosenthall

World Union for Progressive Judaism
538 Fifth Awvenue

New York, New York

Dear Bill:

Baruch Haba, 1 hope your trip to Israel was a good one
and that you have returned refreshed and reinvigorated
for the New Year,

Bella and I will be travelling to Russia for Succot and
Simchat Torah, and afterwards will be going on to Israel,
where we shall be visiting from November 2 to B, During
the course of my wvisit, I shall explore some of the pro-
gram ideas referred to in my memo and in the discussions
which followed,

As I told you following the meeting, I want to maintain

the closest possible ties with you perscnally and with

the World Union officially. The insights gained from your
trip would be especially helpful in preparation for my trip.
Would you, therefore, please call me immediately on your
return to the office, so that we can set up a time to meet,
(I will be in New York to teach my class at HUC-JIR on
October 17) or if that is not feasible, at least we can

talk by phone,

Wednesday, October 18 will be my last day in the office,
We shall be leaving on Succot, October 19.

Best wishes to you and yours for a Shona Towvah,

Sincerely,

rgh/es Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch

cc: Rabbli Jaceb Shankman

The Religions Aetion Center, housed w the Emily R, and Kivie Kaplan Building, is vnder the auspices of the © [
of Relarm dudsism, a joint instramentality of fhe CENTRAL COMFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS and ihe Hﬂm ;:mxhlglts:fﬂmhm

CONGREGATIONS with ity affilistes—National Federation of Tampl isterh i
Fegderation af Temple Youlh. - R e TS wiieheoli, Nalten




OFFICERS
Chairman, Board of Trunees
Irving Fain
Pravideni
Rabbi Muaorice N, Eneadsach

Pravidemy
Rabbi Jscob J. Weinsrein

CoMMIBSIaN ON
SOCIAL ACTION
Chairman

leving ). Fain
Diivecror

Albert Vorspan
Avimcdare Diraciar

Rabbi Balfoar Brickner
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UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036. TEL. ICODE 202) 387-2800

Rabni Riciarn G. HIRSCH, Direcior

MaARYVIN BRAITERMAN, Commel
and Dvecror of Edwcarion and Retearch

October 4, 1967

Rabbi Jacob Shankman
Temple Israel

5§56 VWebster Avenua
New Rochelle, New York

Dear Jacobs -
I just received a letter from Jay Kaufman and note that
he sent a carbon to you. Although Bill has

seen a copy of my memo, it occurred to me
you have not, I am therefore sending it Yo you
to keep you fully informed., The memo reflect
only and is intemded to serve p :
discussion by a proposed UAHC cx
is established. :

k with him prior to my departure.
to you and yours for a Shona Tovah.

Sincerely,

I‘Eha"“ Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch
ENCE .,

cc: Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath
Rabbi ¥William Rosenthall
Rabbi Alexander Enhi.ndhry”/

The Religious Action Center, housed [ the Emily R. snd Kivie Kaplan Building, s under the auspices of the Commission on Social Action
of Reform Judsism, @ joint instrumentality of the CENTRAL CONFEREMCE OF AMERICAN RABEIS amd the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW
COMGREGATIONS with ita afillates—MNational Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, Natiomal Federation of Temple Brotherhoods, Mational
Federaticn of Temple Youth,



Rabbi Alesander M. Schindler

Al Vorspan

Will you be in touch with Dieck to have him stay over
an sdditiomal day this néxt week or the week tharesfter
so that we can review the fsrael program with him st
our Pregram Staff meatings.

Obviously Ssms Cook ought to ba iavited to this meetiag
also.



11/22/67

Rabbi Smolar called:

He has information re. Israel business which you might
be interested in.

Under the circumstances there is nothing he can do now but
while he is trying to arrange for everything he did a certain
amount of investigating, end if hou are interested he could
relay the informatiom te you.

He can be reached at home over the weekend:

301 484-6458 (Baltimore)
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B38 FIFTH AVENUE = NEW YORK, H Y. 1ﬂﬂ2‘1 = (DIAL CODE 212) 249-0100 « CABLE ADDRESS: UNIONUAHC

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
Patron of HEBREW UNION COLLEGE — JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION

December 6, 1967

From: EARL MORSE, Chairman
To: ﬂ?ELéﬂ“{ifx g}kLLZLiJ’ﬂLEQCAELJL# =1

"It is June 5th for the cause of Progressive Judaism in Israel," so
writes one of our Reform rabbis serving in Israel, At a time when the
recent war has stirred in many Israelis a religious awakening and a
search for the God of Israel, it is essential for our Movement to
undertake a vital new approach to Israel. Recognizing this, the re-
cent 49th General Assembly in Montreal adopted Rabbi Eisendrath's
recommendation for a dynamic new program in Israel, and mandated the
formation of a National Coumittee on Israel, whose function shall be:

"to advance, in cooperation with the World Union for Progres-
sive Judaism, the cause of Progressive Judaism in Israel, to
support existing congregetions and to create new congrega-
tions; to initiate a camp program in Israel and to encourage
the development of adult programs, including, if feasible,
settlements under the auspices of Progressive Judaism; to
conduct vigorous campaigns to strengthen our relatioms with
the people of Israel and to educate our members and the com-
dlcr munity at large on issues involving Israel; and to encourage
the formation of corresponding committees in every region and
congregation, In order to finance this work, the Committee
is hereby authorized to solicit from the entire constituency
of American Reform Judaism, as a voluntary offering, one dol-
lar per year per person; man, woman, and child,"

Enowing of your great interest and your considerable capabilities, I
am most anxious for you to be a member of this committee under the
able chairmanship of Nathaniel E. Hess.

The matter is so urgent, I have asked Mr., Hess to hold a meeting as
quickly as possible. He has kindly consented to do so om Tuesday,
December 19, 1967, at the House of Living Judaism from 1:30 P.M. to
| 5:00 P.M,

I earnestly hope you will promptly tell me on the enclosed response
card that you accept this appointment and that you can attend the
meeting., You will be sent an agenda and background material fer the
meeting,

\ VTTEND the 49th GENERAL ASSEMBLY —MONTREAL —NOVEMBER 11-16, 1967
Encl.: Response Card UAHC - NFTS - NATA
THEME: CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES TO AN ETERNAL PEOPLE
HATIONAL FPEDERATION OF TEMPLE RROTHERMHOO MATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODSY
MATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE YOUTH RATIONAL ARBSDCIATION OF TEMPLE EDUCATORS

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF TEMPLE ADMINISTRATORS




;?:“(‘;_,.,( ?/g;;p:}q October 16, 1969

STt )

Rabbi Jacob K. Shankman
Temple Tarael of New Rochelfe
465 Websien Avenue

New Rochelfe, New York 10501

Vean Jake:

Alex Schindlear asked me to send wou a copy of the
transendipd from the Mondnceal Biennial conceanding
Lthe resolution on establishing the UAHC Committee
on Teraeld. 1 am enclosing this seciion of Zhe
Lransenipt. 14§ there £& anyihing else 1 can do
fox you, do not hesitate to call,

Kindest peasonal aegands -

Condialiy,

Theodoxre K. Srodido
Director of Admindstration

ka
enc.

ee: Rabbd A. Schindlexn
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Ladies and Gentlemen of the Conventlon, I had i
four resolutions, At this time I should like to submit the |
Resolution on the State of Israel --

CHAIRMAN FANE: Ladies and Gentlemen, if you will
be 1n order we will finlsh more quickly.

COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN COLE: This resolution 1is i
pursuant toc Recommendations XI, XII, and XIIXI in The PresidentJa
Message and we have also ineluded Resolution XVII, a proposed
resolution by Temple Sinai, Washington, D. C. and a host of i

others applylng to the subject matter.

This resolution is as follows:

RESOLUTION ON ISRAEL

We express our relief and thanksgiving that the
State of Israel succeeded in resisting the combined efforts of
the Arab powers to exterminate the people of Israel and the
Jewish state, Reaffirming our profound sense of solidarity |
with the people of Israel, we pledge our continued effort to |
assure that the gains essential to Israel's fundamental ‘
security may not be lost at the diplomatic table. We, therefuﬁe:

l, Urge the United States to continue 1ts

support of a fair and lasting peace in the Middle East, urging

METZGER REPORTING SERVICE

STEHOTYPFEL REFGRTING
HADDAM, CONNECTICUT 06438
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i
direct negotiations among the concerned parties for a permanent

peace agreement which will recognlze the soverelgnty of the
State of Israel and i1ts rignt to lile.

2, We affirm our convietion that there can be
no lasting peace in the Middle East until the Arab natlons ;
surrender their claims of belligerency, recognize the sover- ;

|
eignty of Israel and pledge themselves to live 1n peace with r

|
Israel. We believe that all issues of conflict between Israel

|
and her neighbors, including the gquestilon of Arab refugees,
should be resolved in the context of a stable and Jjust peace

settlement in the Middle East. Pending a permanent settlement,

we urge the UNRWA to contlnue to provide for the needs of |

these hapless Arab refugees wherever they may De. <

3, Urge the United States to assist Israel
through large-scale economic aid in the vast task of recovery
and for the urgent tasks of reconstruction and rehablilitation,
In this connection we also look with favor upon reglonal
development including the possibilities implieit in the

Eisenhower-Strauss proposal for large scale nuclear desalinatic

for the Middle East region, bringing penefits to the Arab

neighbors and Israel as well,.

n

METZGER REPORTING SERVICE
ETENOTYPE REFORTING

HADDAM, CONMECTICUT G438

i
!



370

4. Urge the nations of the world to insist upan%
free passage for Israel and all other nations through the i
Suez Canal, as well as the Gulf of Agaba.

5. Call upcon the Soviet Union to abandon the

ugly campaign of calumny and vilification against Israel and

the Jewishpeople and to desist from the reckless and dangerous |

I
rearming of states whilech have not foresworn belligerency. !

6. Repeat to our brethren, the brave-hearted and
determined people of Israel, our unswerving identification '
and fellowship in the .continuing drama of Jewlsh nistory. |

T« Authorlze the Board of Trustees of UAHC
to create a Natlonal Committee on Israel, among whose purpose
shall be: to advance, in cooperation wlth the World Union foxr|
Progressive Judaism, the cause of Progressive Judalsm 1in
Israel, to support existing congregations and to create new
congregations; to lnitliate a camp program in Israel and to
encouragee the development of adult programs, including, if
feasible, settlements under the ausplces of Progressive Judalsm;
to conduct vigorous campalgns to strengthen our relations with

the people of Israel and to educate our members and the community

at large on issues involving Israel; and to encourage the

METZGER REPORTING SERVICE
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formation of corresponding committees in every region and

congregation,

In order to finance this work, the Committee

is hereby authorized to solicit from the entire constituency

per year per person; man, woman, and child.

8. Authorize the Board of Trustees of the UAHC

to consult with the American Jewlsh Joint Distribution Commit-

tee (J.D.Cs) concerning the extension of aid to religious

and educational institutions other than and in addition to

" of American Reform Judaism, as a voluntary offering, one dollar

orthodox seminaries, schools and similar institutions now .

recelving financial aid from the J.D.C.

express their identification and solldarity through contilnue

9. Call upon our congregants to continue to

generous support of the United Jewish Appeal, Bonds for Israel

and other similar campailgns designed to glve added financlal

strength to Israel in her hour of crisls.

resolutlon.

Mr. Chairman, I move the adoption of this

CHAIRMAN FANE: You have heard the resolution,

Microphone number 5.

f
a |
|

MRS ;HARVEY A (Temple Sinai, Washington,D
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The Committee informed you that we also submitted a resolution |
in benalf of Progresslve Judaism. We returned from a trip to
Israel and have now become experts and can write a book.
-Eefore we went we planned our mission and to ilnform ourselves,
If you were not prepared in advance, you would have great
difficulty in finding those seven struggling congregaticns.

The public relations, the problems that exist there with the

Orthodox ministry of religion -- I will not go into that =--
those things will be solved if we strengthen Progressive
Judaism there, |
I am asking all of you to do a Mitzvah. The ‘
last paragraph of page 3, point 7, and that is that each of ‘
us contribute a dollar per year per person to help Pragreasive|
Judaism in Israel. They need funds so badly. The critical }
time is now not only for these seven congregatlons which are ‘
struggling, they have only three rabbis, they need more rabbis,
need a youth program and publicatlons, and since The S5ix Day Wﬁf
they are looking to us even more for an alternative to Orthodozy .

We could do a great deal with Just one dollar from each of use |

CHAIRMAN FANE: Rabbl Eisendrath for a slight

amendment .
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RABBI EISENDRATH: PFirst of all, I want to applaud

one of the few ladles that has spoken at this convention.
One of the things I really want to urge upon our body is to
utilize more of these fine women at congregational,regional
and national levels. That is not my amendment.

I don't think we have always been sensitive
enough to our Canadian constituency. I think sometimes in
the United States we might be forglven. When we meet 1n
Montreal, it 1s unforgiveable.

To show you I knew nothing about the resolutlon
to be presented - I understand the difficulty of the Canadlan

brethren to vote on some resolutions that are specifically

directed to the Government of the United States. In paragraph |

(1) "Urge the United States" - "Urge the United States and
Canada to continue their aubpcri.“ Canada has been a great
tower of support. And wherever Unlted States appears, I urge
the inclusion of Canada. (Applause)

CHAIRMAN FANE: The Chairman of the Commlttee
accepts that proposal.

Microphone number one,

DELEGATE (Paley ?) (Northern Westchester): Speakin,
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as one who lived for many years 1n 0ld Palestine under Turkish,

under British, and lately in the State of Israel, I want to
make an amendment for the consideration of the Rgsolutions

Committee,

In Paragrapn number one that says "resisting the |

combined efforts" add here the word “aggressive efforts.”
The reason I am suggesting this in all the Arab speeches in the
United Nations and in the press, they keep on accusing Israel

of aggression., We know that is not true. Combined, aggressive

efforts.

CHAIRMAN FANE: The Chairman accepts that. i

DELEGATE: When you say "the Arab powers'". There

|
are gsome who do not share that polnt of views I suggest the

word "nelghboring Arab powers" instead of all Arab. i

CHAIRMAN FANE: Accepted. |
DELEGATE: In the paragraph - U.S. and Canada -

we know we have many other countries that have been good to ual

I leave to your good Jjudgment to add to compliment our good
friends of the United Nations. We have constant support from

some European and African countr‘-ies‘fchat deserve thanks.

Agzain, I would suggest for your conslderation to
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e ——

eliminate the word where you say "Urge the United Natlons to
continue its support" - Arabs accuse us, America, Canada wilth
Germany and Britain supplied weapons to Isrgel. To support

is good encugh to my way of thinking.

The next point I wish to make - end of paragraph |

two - here again, I don't put that as an amendment.

CHAIRMAN FANE: Your time is up. 1I1'm sorry. There

are many others.

Microphone eight,.

DELEGATE ALLAN LEVINE (Rochester, N.¥.): I ask
the Chair to call for an imﬁediate vote in support of this
resolutlon.

CHAIRMAN FANE: The only way 1s to move the
previous question.

DELEGATE LEVINE: I move the previous questlon.

(Mgtion seconded)

CHAIRMAN FANE: The motion to close debate has
been made and seconded.

Point of order - microphone 2,

DELEGATE: I feel that a number of us were

standing here - such & motion --

CHAIRMAN FANE: A motion to close debate 1s not
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debatable., You can vote it down, but you cannot debate 1t,

All those in favor of closing the debate --

DELEGATE: I have a point of personal privilege -

CHAIRMAN FANE: Microphone 5 for point of personal

privilege. Rabbi Shankman, President of the World Union for
Progressive Judaism,

RABEI SHANKMAN: It is on that groun that I as!
for this point of personal privilege. To close this debate at
this point would prevent me from asking for some clarification
of paragraph 7 and there are some aspects of that paragraph
which, in my opinion, concern the World Union and ought to be
clarifled right now.

CHAIRMAN FANE: Very well. The question before
you 1is snall the debate Le closed. All in favor say "Aye";
opposed "No,"

The motion is lost and the Chair recognizes the
gentleman at mlcrophone 3.

DELEGATE MICHAEL STROM (Toronto): I would like
to propose two amendments to the language of the Preamble -
the formulation of the problem as a struggle between Arab and

Jew rather than between certain Middle Eastern nations, the
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Arab formulation. Therefore, the following changes: That
"arab powers" be deleted, wnich I am afraid is almost a
rationalization, and the phrase "certain Middle Eastern nations”
be substlituted.,

CHAIRMAN FANE: The Chairman of the Commlttee
says he cannot accept that for the reason he feels it is out .
of context. |
MR, STROM: Move as an amendment - on the grounds
that Israel 1s made up of z mixed population, delete "Jewish ‘
state” and leave the "people of Israel."

CHAIRMAN FANE: The Chalrman advises he cannot !
accept that amendment. We will have to vote on that. [

First of all, we will vote on the first amendment
offered by the-EEntleman. Will you dlscuss that amendment?

All in favor will say "Aye'"; opposed "No.," The
amendment is lost. i |

Now we will vote on your second amendment.

All in favor will say "Aye"; opposed "No." The
amendment is lost, 1 | |

Do you have any further amendments?

RABBI JERALD BOBROW (Monroe, N.Y.): A point of
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of general information. This original resolution was discussed

by the board of trustees immediately concerned. There was no
reference made to the reunification of the city of Jerusalem,
In view of what Maurice Samuel had to tell us last night,

in vlew of the deepest historic commitment and relationship,

‘we, the Jewish people have had with the city of Jerusalem,

Mre Chalrman, our temple felt and I would like to feel that
this convention equally feels that some positive statement be
included in this resolution related to the unification of the l
¢ity of Jerusalem and our feelings about i1t. I think ctherwisei
it is a great omission, a great loss. !
CHAIRMAN FANE: You have not offered - i
RABBI EISENDRATH: May I say a word on that? I
did make reference to that in my President's Message and I l
had hoped that it would be incorporated in the proper language
in the report of The President's Message Committee. I don't

recall the exact language, but may I ask the Chairman of the

———— e

Commlttee to accept in spirit your recommendation,
CHAIRMAN FANE: The Chairman answers 1in the
affirmative.

RABBI BOBROW: Specifically.
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COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN COLE: It will be speciiic,

DELEGATE JACK R (Kansas City): The gentlem?:
at microphone five introduced an amendment that I would have
introduced. Another amendment, we would suggest a change in
the second sentence of paragraph number two so that it would
read: We belleve that all issues cof conflict between Israel,
her neighbors and the Palestinian Arabs should be resolved in thc
context of a stable and just peace settlement in the Middle Eas%.

|

CHAIRMAN PANE: All those in favor of the amendmehni

will say "Aye"; opposed "No." The amendment is lost. '

Avout eight or ten more speakers, Microphone 8.

DELEGATE KLEIN (Temple EmanuEl, Cleveland): I
propose an amendment to paragraph 8 by striking the first line

on page 4, the words "orthodox eeminaries, schools and similar"

so that 1t reads:...extension of ald to religious and edueatioﬂﬁl
|

inastlitutlons other than and 1n additilion to institutlicons now

receiving financial ald from the J.D.C.

CHAIRMAN FANE: You have heard the motion o
further amend. All those in favor will please say "Aye";
opposed "No," The amendment is lost, .

Iet me call your attention to something. Under
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the By-laws this conventlion cannot operate without a quorum,

Many of the delegates have left and many are leaving. If

you want to defeat this resolution on Israel, you wlll continue
this discusslion because by the tlme we recognlize the ten
speakers who are now at microphones, the quorum wlll have been |
lost and there will be no resolution on the State of Israel,

I leave that to your own soul as to whether or not you wish

that to happen.

T

DELEGATE: Mr. Chairman, I move the previous
question, ' .
CHAIRMAN FANE: Is there a second?

RABBI EISENDRATH: I think the President of the

World Union would like to be heard.

CHAIRMAN FANE: The President of the World Union
dld ask for the right to be heard. Rabbl Shankman, I am sure

you will be brief and then I will put to a vote the motlon on

the floor.

RAEBI SHANKMAN: Thank you, Mr., Chalrman, and

Fellow Delegates: May I say by the way of preface that I

heartily endorse the entire spirit of this resolution for myself

and certainly in the name of the World Union for Progressive
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Judaism. Any measure which will strengthen the ties between
us and Israel meets with our unanimous endorsement.

May 1 also wish to express for the World Unlon
and for myself the deep feeling, gratitude and appreciation
which I tried to voice yesterday alternoon both to the Union
of American Hebrew Congregaticns and to President Eisendrath
for the unrmitting and selfless support of the World Unlcn.

Now to paragraph 7 to which I wish to direct
your attentlion, I would respectiully suggest thét in line &
the comma which follows the word "Israel" which in my opinion

seems to limlt the work of the World Union, that that comma

be deleted. Page 3, paragraph 7, line 6, the first words are, |

"Judaism in Israel" that the comma be deleted so that there
be explicilt meaniné in the clause to support exlsting congre-
gations and create new congregatlions,

CHAIRMAN FANE: The Chairman of the Commlttee
accepts that.

RABBI SHANKMAN: With regard to the campalgn
and one dollar per person. We in the World Unlon would love

to see the World Union receive this substantial sum of money.

But there is a very serious and legitimate concern on our part

|
J
‘.
!
|
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that this may somewhat interfere with other fund raising
activities going on now, such as the appeal to friends, the
adoption program in the regions of the UAHC, and also the
individual letter solicitation sent out by the rabbis.

I would like to have, in the first place, that
thls campaign will in no way interfere wilth nor diminish the
results.

CHAIRMAN FANE: Rabbi Shaniman, your time 1s up.
I am sorry. Mr. Cole would 1ike to explain,

COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN COLE: I want to make it very
clear nothing in this campaign will in any way interfere with

or negate the efforts of the World Unlon for Progressive

Judalsm, It 1z the oplnlion of the commlittee that thils campalgn,

if anything, if nothing else should help the work of the
World Union, and as your chalrman of this committee, I can
assure you this was our thinking.

RAEBI SHANKMAN: One question, Will this cam-
palgn direct to the critical needs of the congregations and
rabbis in Israel under the gponsorship of the World Union?

COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN COLE: That 1s part of the

problem and in all likelihood get priority. We would like to
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salvage what we have and expand from there.
|

RABEI  SHANKMAN: Omit the words "in all likelihood"

and glilve us the assurance.

COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN COLE: The reason I say "in all
likelihood," the committee has not been appointed yet. I would
not like tn‘tell the committee how to operate. i
RABEI EISENDRATH: Mr. Chairman, being accustomed

Lo certain Intramural and intra-organizational ... in the

large and heterogerious family, I can understand Rabbl Shankman's

concern. I have assured him privately, I think he would

probably like this on the public record, that when a certain

taslt was assigned to the UAHC by the World Unlon to endeavor '

to raise one million dollars for the rebullding of the lLeo Eaec?
|

School, that was done by the Unlon but for the World Union

and on behalf of the World Union and in cooperation with the |
World Union, and not a single meeting was ever held, not a

single plan formulated or implemented without consultation

W

with the leaders of the World Union. I glve that same assuranc

now as Vice President of the World Union. (Applause)

CHAIRMAN FANE: There 1s now pending before us

1
a motion to close the debate. All those in favor of the motieni

STENOTYPFE AEFOATING
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will say "Aye":; opposed "No." The debate is closed.

We will now vote on the motlion,

DELEGATE: Point of order. We are trying to
reach conclusions at this assembly which will affeet the judgmgnt
of the American Jewish community. The American Jewish cnmmuniﬁy
has serious thoughts and problems and concerns with efforts i
on the gttidue of the Christian church, organized Chrilistian i
church in this situation. I think we would be making a grievous
error if we omitted in this statement our deepest regret and
sorrow that the organized Christlan church falled to act when |
the odds were against our people., We have no right to leave
until this very important matter 1s discussed and lncluded

in this resclution.,

CHAIRMAN FANE: Thank you. We wlill now vote on

the resolution, The debate having been closed.

Microphone T

DELEGATE: Mr. Chalrman, the Presldent mads
reference to the city of Jerusalem and unification. We have
made no mentlon nere.

CHAIRMAN FANE: That matter has been ralsed and
it will be incorporated, yes.

DELEGATE: No where in thils entire resolution
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is there any request on ocur part, and I put 1t in the Iform
of a request, as we call upon the government of the State of
Israel to grant legal status to Progressive Judaism and its
rabbis. Somewhere it should be part of it.

CHAIRMAN FANE: Rabbi, there 1s to be a specilal

meeting of the committee Friday and that will taken care of.

|
DELEGATE: I think we should recognize, Mre Chair-

man, the friendly relationships and support to the State of
Israel and somewhere, wlth all the amendments and changes,

I suggest to the Chairman and the Committee that they should
glve encouragement vo the pecople., We have about elighteen
nations that constantly vote with the State of Israel, We
need it for their own welfare and the welfare of Israel,

CHAIRMAN FANE: Your suggestion will certalnly
be given every conslideration,

Ladies andGentlemen, we are going to vote. I
beg of yourot to leave as soon as the vote 1ls taken., In the
first place, we will not adjourn thils convention without our
thanks to God, and secondly, there are resolutlons remalning,
a number of very important ones, and a suggestion wlll be

made as to how they might be handled,
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|

All those in favor of the resolution, will please

signify by saying "Aye"; opposed "No." The "Ayes" seem to :

nave it. The "Ayes" have it, overwhelmingly. (Applause) I
The Chair wishes to announce that the forums

which were scheduled for this afternoon will be postponed

until two-thirty. |
The Chair recognizes Rabbl Kronish, micropnone 3%
RABBI IEON KRONISH: I am not sure under what
point I am speaking at this moment, perhaps 1t 1s a point or
personal or rabblnic privilege.

|
|
|
|
I think the conventlon should know two things: |
I
One, there is now a CCAR committee on Israel, which is happy ;

|

about the establishment of a UAHC committee, and wants to work|
cooperatively with that committee to advance everything you l
have approved. i
And, secondly, and most importantly, even thaugh!
it was not important to include it as part of the body of that
resolution, what we approved today was a voluntary effort,

and without waiting for the decisions that will be made by

the committee, everyone here has the right, the obligation,

to begin to implement that voluntary effort and to implement
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7, MEMORANDUM

FED gy < |
- " 141969 1)

£ 3 ‘_','.
A, E@Bl*ﬁﬂ_ﬂmﬁ G. HIRSCH, Director

To Rablbi Maurice N. Eisendrath

S rauts r. Nathaniel HHBE;M
Copy for inf tion of Rabbl Leona

rd Schoolman

Subject

S e

- |
o
As you know, our Israel committﬂqgieetinq will be held en

Yonday, May 194 immediately after the Board meeting,

probably :unclggizz*;;#;;huf than 3:30-4:00 p.m. I wonder

if it would he e for us to meet immediately thereafter
to discuss a number of the problems concerning the Israel
Committee, with special relation to the W¥EMIX World Union
for Progressive Judaism? This may be the last chance for

all of us to be together prior to wmy leaving, and I think

it is essential for us to have one meeting.

Also, I think it important for us to discuss the role of
Rabbi Skirball and determine on a kasic job description.

Re ,i' 5 tOwus ‘74“{#“ Ctﬂ tev

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036. TEL, (CODE 202) 387-2800
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MENMORANDUM

Date May 15, 1969

From Rabbi Leonard A. Sg_:liualm (t
Rabbi Maurice W. Eisendrath
To e
Copy for information of 'Ehbhi Schindler, Mr. Nathaniel Hess, Rabbi Richard Hirsch
Tl e k- T
Subject MEETING ON MONDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 19,

Rabbi Hirsch is very eager to set up a meeting with you, Rabbi Schindler,
Mr, Hess, and mwyself concerning the work of the Israel Committee,on
Monday, May 19, after the completion of the Committee Meeting, at about
3:30

Will you please let me know whether this time is convenient to you?

4

e M!Vf'ﬁﬂ,%{w Uarrtomnn

Many thanks.



M\\;‘jﬁi ~ MEMORANDUM

Rabbi William A. Rosenthall
From

T Rabbi Alexander Schindler
o

Copy for information of Rabbi Jacob K, Shankman, Rebbi Richard G, Hirsch

Subject

1 am back at my desk again and wish to respond to your recent memoranda,

Thank you for your comments on the proposed program for the Amsterdam
WUPJ Conference. Soon there will be occasion to refer to its particulars,

Thank you too for your expression of satisfaction with my summary of your
report on the trip to Israel. I do not think that it implies your avowal
of Zaoui's cause, You spoke to him at our request, and we are grateful not
only for your verbal account to us here, but also for your having been so
helpful in persuading Mr. Glass to remain in his post through the forth-
coming period of transitionm,

The appointment of André Zaouil has now been made, Both he and the congrega-
tion have been officially advised, We anticip his arrifpa_in erusalem
about the beginning of August, 1969,

<4 C
Thank you again for your efforts and accu@?lishﬁ i i

&




MEMORANDUM

Feb,12 M 1969
Date

From_RABBI RICHARD G. HIRSCH, Director

e
— e,

To Rabbi Jacob Shankman 22l el

Copy for informatiof@fbd William Rosenthall, Rabbi Alexander Sﬂhindlh

Mr. Hathaniel E, Iieﬂsv

Subject__ ADDITIONAL PERSONNLI FOR ISRABL

This iz +o inform you that Rabbi lenry Skirball, Director of NFTY,
has indicated that he is planning to go on "aliyah" to Israel and
+hat he would be wllling to assure responsibility for the divection
of all youth programs in Israel, ineluding both the programs for
American youth and for our Indigenous youth movement. I am very
excitad sbout the prospects, and believe wa ashould have a digcus=
aion with Henry confirming the arrangements,

The £faet that Rabbi Skirball will be going on Yaliyah" hasm, of
course, made us reconsider the advisebility of sending Irv Kaplan,
ve have now concluded that only cne full-time Amerlcan is neceasary
and that, as additiocnal staff is requirad, the director should
engase laraclis.

I had thought that Skirball would be poing over on the same baais
that we had intended to send Kaplan, namely, that the budget

would come from the Union of American lHebrew Congregations, even
+housh a significant part of his work will deal with the develop=-
ment of the indipenous youth movement which will be part of the
werld Union for Progressive Judalsm conpragations.

Therefore, I would like to set up a meeting with Henry for March 10,
\following the meeting of the Executive Commlttee of the WUPJ.

You will recall that immodiately after the maating, we have to meet
with Rabbi Euzene Lipman, and I will ask Henry to remain and meet
with us after we have finished with Cene.

Rchjious ﬁ:f{aﬂ_ enter

UMNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, MW, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036, TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800



Date

I suall plan to be present at tihe Governing
Body meeting on Monday, March 10,1988
at 10:30 a.m.

I scall not

Signature
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January 17, 1%6¢

Dear Member of the Governing Body:

It is with regret that we find it necessary to postpone

our Governing Body meeting scheduled for Monday, January 20th,
We have rescheduled the meeting for Monday, March 10, 1%5€

at 10:30 a,m, We will meet at 038 Fifth Avenue, and a light

luncheon will be served, Kindly return the enclosed attend-
ance card,

Some members of our Governing Body may not have read of the
lamented death in London of our Honorary Life Member and
inspiring friend, Mr. Bruno Woyda. Mr, Woyda's passing marks
the end of a remarkably dedicated and productive life, and

we all shall miss him and his idealistic leadership., Mrs. Woyda
may be addressed at: 12a Telford Parade Mansions, Streatham
Hill, London S.W. 2, England,

I am pleased to enclose the dust-jacket of our forthcoming
volume Prayerbook Reform in Europe by Rabbi Dr. Jakob

J. Petuchowski., The book is being published in cooperation
with the Material Claims Conference, and will be available
within a couple of weeks,

With the very kindest of greetings, I &=

vﬂr}" =

i William A, Rosenthall
Executive Director

WAR:fs L/
enclosures

B

The World Unlon For Progressive Judalsm Ltd. has consullative status with UNESCO, UNICEF, and the Economic and Soclal Counchl of the United Mations
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The Liturgy of
European Libernl and

Rg‘mm;'_ Judaism
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e S JAKOB J. PETUCHOWSKI

ISHL

PRAYERBOOK
REFORM
IN EUROPE

THE LITURGY OF EUROPEAN
LIBERAL AND REFORM JUDAISM

by JAKOB ). PETUCHOWSKI

with a foreword by Solomon B. Freehof
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JAKOB ]. PETUCHOWSKI

Dm. Jakow |, PETucsowskr is Professor of Rab-
binics and Jewish Theology at the Hebrew
Union College — Jewish Institute of Religion
in Cincinnati, Ohio. Born in 1925 in Berlin, he
was educated in his native city and in Scotland,
England, and the United States. He holds the
B.A. Honours degree in Psychology from the
University of London, Rabbinic Ordination, the
Master's and Ph.DD. degrees from the Hebrew
Union College, and an honorary degree from
Maimonides College of Winnipeg, Canada.

Dz, Petuchowski has been a rabbi in West Vir-
ginia and Pennsylvania, a member of the Visiting
Faculty in Philosophy and Religion at Antioch
College in Ohio, and the first rabbi and director
of Jewish Studies at the Hebrew Union College
Biblical and Archaeological School in Jerusalem.

He has written several books, including The
Theology of Haham David Nieto (New York,
19547, and Ever Since Sinai {MNew York, 1961
2nd edition, 1968, and he has edited the liturgy
of the Hebrew Union College Synagogue in
Jerusalem. His contributions have appeared. in
the Encyclopaedia Britannica, the Eneyclopedia
International, the Hebrew Union College An-
mual, Commmentary, |udaism, Journal of Biblical
Literature, Journal of Religion, Prozdor, Luth-
eran World, Hibbert Journal, and in numerous
other publications both in the United States
and abroad. More than 250 articles by the rabbi
in the helds of Rabbinics and Theology have
appeared 1o date.

Dr. Petuchowski is currently serving on the
Editorial Boards of the Hebrew Union Collepe
Annual, Indaism, and the C.C.AR, Journal,

Jacker By Isnean Davim

Also Published by the WUP]

The two indispensable and widely acclaimed sourcebooks
on the history of the Reform movement —

W. Gunther Plaut's

THE RISE OF REFORM JUDAISM
European Origins until 1871
320 pages * second printing

and

THE GROWTH OF REFORM JUDAISM
American & European Sources until 1948
415 pages
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The volumes may be ordered separately at $7.50 or together, boxed,
at $15. Distribution is through the Union of American Hebrew Con-
gregations, 838 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10021,

THE WORLD UNMION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM, with head-
quarters in New York, is the international organization of the Reform and
Liberal Jewish movements. It was founded in 1926 in London by communal
leaders From six countries who declared that it is the duty of each generation
of Jews to bring the religious teachings and practices of their Fathers into
harmony with developments in thought, knowledge and the cireumstances

of life,

TODAY the WUP] counts affiliations in two dozen lands. It employs rabbis
arpund the world; helps organize new congregations and aids established
synagogues overseas; convencs global conferences on contemporary Jewish
questions; is the patron of rabbinical and teachers’ seminaries in England and
France and a secondary school in Israel; publishes prayerbooks and religious
literature; sponsors a vouth movement in Western Europe; and enjoys con-
sultative status in the United Nations.

The World Union For Progressive Judaism
£38 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10021




20

MEMORANDUM

February 11, 1969

Date
RABBI RICHARD G. HIRSCH, Director

From e e

bi Alexander Schindler \
To e =

Judge Emil N. Baar, Rabbis Jacob Shankman and William Rosenthall,

CUPF for information of Mr, Mathaniel E. Hess
Subject

I am anxious to hear from you concerning your conversations with Judge Baar
on the two matters on your agenda: (1) the matter of Mel Zager's housing
loan, and (2) the writing of a contract between the Leo Baeck School and
the World Union for Progressive Judaism, using our meeting of June 30, 1968
as the guideline.

I would like to have the Leo Baeck School contract prepared by the time
of the next meeting of the World Union Executive Committee which will be
held on March 10,

It would be my recommendation-that we finalize the legal contract prior to
my leaving for Israel this summer), in the hopes that we might appoint the
World Union representatives and convene a meeting either in the summer or
in the fall at the time of the dedication of the Leo Baeck School.

LRc I iﬁia s (]4::Hon Ctﬂhw

UMION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20035, TEL. CODE 202 387-2800
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our Conmlttes, which has been expanded to inelude r¢;

: June 1l, 1968
Rabbi Richard G, Hlrach

Rabbl William Rosenthall,

Rabbl Jacob Shanlmen,

“Rabbi Msurice N, Disendrethl
JC.CAR, Conferonce

Statler Hilton Hotel
Bogton, Masag,

- UI sl- Al

Subject: Final Program of the World Unlon Conforenc:,

in the weke of the innumerablec cables and overaeasa tolepheon:
calls, it aprears to be essentiel to put into writing the

points of agrecment and differences o opinlon on th: proprm

between the World Union Executive Cormittee and the Israecl
Conference Organizing Commitiece,

Qur Committece has had seversl| moetlngs this week 1n Jzifa,
Tel Aviv and Jerusalem as well as telephone conflercnco
concerning the program. It 1s the collectlive feclin;

Lo
1]
e
=

i
cr

et =
Hoon OO0 0
w I3

tatives of the Ramat Gan Comgregation and Rabbl Sami.
the suggestion end advice of our Israel movement concoridn:
the program heve been to a great oxtent lgnored., Ve ve
consulted with experts in Covernment end Public Affeirs as
well sa those who are well experienced with international
conferences in Israel, We belisve that our program suggec-

s B

. tlons are essontlal in terms of reality of Israel ani publie

opinlon here, We underatand thdat this was the main recson
for tranafeorring the Conference to Jerusalem as statcd in
U, A, H, G, Publle Relations Communigue:

" Jerusalem was chosen as the site of the biemnlal conven.

! tion in order to ermhaslze the zo0lidarity of the WIIT v th
the young, strugsling Progressive movement in the Jewlsly
State,™

Therefore, I would lile to discuss wlth you the rolnta @ ' Ip

- various suggestl ons whilch wo have made, which have clther Teen

turned down &« not yot approved,

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE=TEL-AVIV, ISRAEL, P. O. B. 16196 .T.0 JIRLY L3'IRCIN LANIRODG AaTIa
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Wednesday, July 3, 1668
i . 1, The question of the presence of the Mayor of Jerunal. i,
( at the Official Opening Sesslon or at the offieial racept on
\ of the Municipality in the Israel Kuseum, IIr, Kollck he
L indicated to us that he be willing to appear peracizlly
E | either at the reception of the municipality or at 1ha of-~
' fieclal opening seasion of the Conference. If he avpowrs
l at one tThan he would send one of his vice-mayors to tho
! other. It is the strong feeling of our Committee lore th .t
£ Mr, Kollek's presence at the opening session is muclh mor
' | important in terms of the impression on the laraell bdHublis;
' ‘ than hia presence st the Jerusslem Munipality rece;ilcn,
1“2, Our Committee considers| it very importent thai D»e N son
. Glueck introduce the Prims Mindister on Wednesday n..at. t
; . is our opinion that the introduction should take the formm
f ' of reading the doctorsl citation, This would be a vury bLidief
! | introduetion and would reemphasize to the Israeli public “he
! fact that the Primes Minister received the Honorary dapree
:  £rom HUC-JIR, We do not understand the concern of the E: .cu-
£ tive Committee that no spesker from America should appos
! more than once at the Conference, Thia very brief fuatrod e=—
' tion could hardly be considered a speach and certainly woild
Iba important £ro the lsraeli public,
i Thuredey, July 4, 1968
3« The Symposium. It is our fee that the gymiosiwm fn
"Liberal alternatives to Orthodox)', or jixeligious cirisis o
Israel,” is very important to giv% a general background fo
the deliverations of tho Conference, The idea of raducl:
: this = symposiun to a dialogue between Abharon Meged and
; ... Profs Spicehandler, of thirty minutes, is unacceptible to
L. 1 the latter es well as to our Committea. As I had indicat A
' 4n our telephone discussions, an excellent alternailve 1«
. Prof. Rottenstreich, one of the outstanding educators is ‘n
the form of Mr. Aryeh Simon, Director of the Ben-3hcuen
! Youth Village. Simon is also well lmown in Israel o5 onc
: ' of the high ranking officers of the War of Independence £ d
{ ' of the Sinai Campaign, =nd as a participant in the 1948/4!
! .| Rhodes Armistice Delegation. He is also very clouas to o' p

e
=

. Hovement in idesology and in practlce.

¥ T i3 e fitle v Gl st

/3
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JERUSALEM

We can certainly not have a gqod symposium if its squsege’
,together with the reporis on progressive Judaism in Iarael

Our Israeli Moard fTeels that it was a mistake to scucans

two programs together. Unless we are going to have tho

kind of symposium it would be better to eliminate it alto-

- gether which would be an unfortunate move,

‘We are still coavineced that it would be better to h:we
aymposium on Thursdsy morning and the reports on FProgre

Judaisn in Israel on Thursday afternoon.

4, We certainly asccept the|idea thaet Rabbi Elsendrath'ws :e-
port on the Committee on Rights should be given a cpecial
session and we are still comvinced that the best timas Tov
this will be SBaturday night|(see suggested program Lolow).

26

' Dur Israel Movement is moast disturbed by the fact 1hat Hou

have not approved having a brief introduction to Dvr., Elg- 1=

‘drath's reports by a representative of our movement who

I '-u

give the Israel backpround on the struggle for rif.ts. W

felt that thlis should be done by the Israeli Chalrm:n of

- session, who would also introduce Dr. Elsendrath. _jl
absolutely essential for the Iqrael_puhlic go_that +h

.Lis

not et the impression that there ig en attomnh 1Iﬁ*|:

;tu import & political solution to our problemag.

We must emphasize that our Israel Progressive Movemandt

initiated and requested the World Union's attemgt to hel
in our struggle for rights. (as was the case ab the 196!

London Confercnce). We feel that it would be unwias to

L::f-* lu

apa-

rate our brisxr discriptlion of the Israel problem irom tii:

. proposed solution of the World Union Committee on right

Therefore, our Movement insistse on a brief introduction

T an Israeli to Dr, Eiscndrath's report.

6. XFridey, July 5th, 1968.
We would strongly reccomend that the R.5.G.B. report on

| Progressive Jewish Settlement near Jerusalem be siven }

| minence at the FPridsy morning psedimimewiysgesaicn consti.
- reports.

o

v

j—
aent's
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The major problem and toplic of discussion 1a Aliyoh, I
you arel interesting in capturing the imaginption of the

| Isrgeli public thgn this ghould be given prominence at 1

= 8 Priday morming preliminsry session, We also sugiost thet

! i this matter be put on the agenda of the Governing Doord

| ' meeting on Wednesday, July 3rd. 4As you ehall see when you

| receive the copy of ocur proposed resolutlion., The idea (2
thie project, has the full backing of the Israel Irogre: ilwve
Movement.

FPriday evening —— Onesr Shabbast.

T« Our movement feele that the beat place for Prof, Gluick's

address would be et the Friday dinner - Oneg She=itbat to dng

the place of the banguet and we feel that Dr, Gluuck's

address would be in tho spirit of the Shabbat mors than

Abragmov's political and legal analjysis on the guostion of

| . rights{ We would like to repeat our suggestion that th-

g ' topic of Dr, Gluack's address bo ‘#rcheology, relislon'a
tradition) rather than on the topiec of‘Iarael an: the

. Diaspora, since this subject should have been completely

: - exhaugted in the Thursday nignht sessilon,

Saturday nizht, July 6, 1968

;i We are convinced athat the best program for speakers at “he
cloging sessgion would be as follows:

A 20 minute brief analysis of the problems of our ilovomo: t
in terme of rights by an Isrmsel Rabbi.

2) A 20 minute legal analysis of the problems by H.K. ﬂ Tamov.
3) The 45-minute address by Rabbi Eisendrath,

£ | 5 We are convinced that this would be the best possible f1 o
' for the report on the committee of rights and it wvowdld 1
best to have Abramov and Bisendrath together. Az I wrot
_ to you Abramov would not be available on Thursday bacaus
1=+ . of the liberal Party Coavention.

' If you insist on having Dr, Glueck give his eddress on
. Saturday night then we would nevertheless consider it wc-
sential that Mr. Abramov's legal analysis be given ithat came

/5
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. evening so0 that it could be presented to the Xaraell publ!

. which would not be the case at the Uneg Shabbat,

+ 8, Finally, we would consider it important for the 1
of our movement to have a meeting with some of the
ing politlcal and educational leaders who are conc
the Peligious orisis in Israel and ewe our otrupsl
rights, It is cur Dh:,uquLiﬂﬂ that this meoting tote ple

. on Sunday nignt, July Tth, in Jerusalenm,

T

. Once ég&in, we muat strongly urge you that the major erit
‘ ion for program discussioms bae that which would ni the i
poasible conference in the view of the people of Ii:iel,

| ; . .
Kindly cable your response to all above points imucdinte

Gﬂrﬂially yours,

L]

- CC: Rabbi Ezra Splcehandler
Rabbi Tuvia Ben Hoxrin
Hahhi H, Bettlchein

}'-.LT'EJB. L. St
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1968

Dear Colleagues:

Since the UAHC Biennial, a number of gquestions have arisen
concerning the respective roles of the UAHC Committee on Israel
and the World Union for Progressive Judaism. I hope that this
letter answers some of them.

The ultimate objectives of both groups in Israel are in full
harmony and it should be clear that we regard ourselves as full
partners in the enterprise, working together for the attainment
of an enlarged Progressive Jewish movement in Israel. In this
partnership the spirit of mutual candor and trust as well as of
confidence and hope exists. This is the mood in which we are
cooperating. In fact, I am pleased to announce that Rabbi
Richard G. Hirsch (whose visit to and report on Israel triggered
the concern at the Biennial) has accepted the chairmanship of
the World Union Israel Committee, His competence and dedication
uniquely fit him for this work.

The World Union's program is worldwide, It supports congregations
and maintains rabbis everywhere. For this program, the World
Union must continue to make its separate appeal for help.

The Dollar-Per-Person Campaign and the UAHC Committee are intended
to assist the World Union's efforts in Israel and to expand and
develop the UAHC's special program there.

It is clearly understood and agreed that the Dollar-Per-Person
Campaign is not intended to support that part of the World Union
program which is outside of Israel, nor that part which is already
in Israel. (The World Union presently grants stipends to 7
congregations in Israel and has had as many as 5 rabbis in Israel
on its payroll at one time,) For this work, it is imperative that
any support hitherto given to the World Union not be curtailed,
Contributions from Friends, constituents, Congregations, Rabbis'
letters of appeal, grants, Sisterhoods, Religious Scheools, the

The World Unloa For Progressive Jodalsm Ltd. has consultative status with UNESCO, UNICEF, and the Economic and Soclal Council of the United Mations

=y



Regional Adoption Programs, and Keren Ami relipious school funds for
the Leo Baeck School must in no way be diminished.

The Dollar=-Per=-Person Campaign must also be successful; There are parts
of its dramatic program which fall specifically within the purview of

the UAHC., The World Union is also a partner in the Dollar-Per-Person
Campaign and it is in on the ground fleoor. For it is understood and
agreed that there are new opportunities and both existing and growing
needs which cannot be met with the present limited funds of the World
Union. These relate to salary adjustments, congregational subventions,
implementation of efforts to win religious rights for our rabbis, develop-
ment of new congregations, engaging additional rabbis and other wvital
needs. There is complete and unanimous agreement between the World Union
and the UAHC Israel Committee on the prierity of these needs as the first
elaim upon the Dollar-Per-Person Campaign receipts.

As the programs develop, and hopefully as the dollars flow in, the World
Union and the UAHC will review the needs, assess the support and allocate
the funds in an agreeable and amicable manner. There is5 no fixed formula
of financial division at the present time but we shall work together in
closest harmony and cooperation to divide the money fairly.

We are partners in the development of Progressive Judaism in Israel, To
those who have responded, we renew our expression of gratitude, and to
those who have not yet responded, we express our earnest plea that they
share enthusiastically and generously in the common undertaking,

e oo

bbi Jacob K. Shankman
President
World Union for Progressive
Judaism

Sincerely,

cc: Presidents of Congregations, Boards of WUPJ and UAHC,
NATA, NATE
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, MEMORANDUM

Date September 9, 1968

A s
i

!
v

Rabbi William Rosenthall
From

To Rabbi Alexander Schindler

Copy for information of Cxﬂ"’\?l\

Subject

I
Pt
(

In response to your inguiry of September S5th on the
Shazar reception tape, I want to assure you we are mno
less desirous of having a copy not only of Dr, Shankman's
remarks but also the discourse of President Shazar,

I have been awaiting the arrival of the official transcript
which was promised on July 4th, but have also written to the
Director of the Bet ¥Mizi to remind him of our unflagging
interest.




September 5, 1968

Rabbi Jacob K. Shankman
Temple Isrzel of New Rochelle
456 Webster Avenue

New Rochelle, New York 10801

Dear Jake,

Thank you for your nice note, as well as for the copy of your letter
to Nathaniel Zimskind. You are absclutely right in your surmise
that. the problem appears to be "something more than just writing
poetry." The matter would be even more understandable had we
rejected all his poems, but we found five of them, wanted to print
them, but he said "all or nothing at all. It is rank censorship!"™
and since then -- nearly e year has elapeed since the rejection

== he has been bombarding the world with letters calling this in
one of his missives an "international incident."

Bu? And what am I supposed to do? But this should be the worst
of our problems!

1£ I had received the tapes of Shazar's response 1 would have sent
them to you at once. Alas, the tape recorder did not fulfill his
promise.

I will mske inquiry to see if we can obtaim it.

With warm good wishes, I am

Cordially,

Alexander M. Schindler



September 5, 1968
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

Rabbi Willism Rosenthall

When we were at Shezer's reception during the HnrH‘unlu
conference, 1 spoke to the young msn tsping the speeches
Mlﬂumu-ﬂn-:mt-p.

I was particularly eager to have mm‘: remeris
for it was & brillisnt exposition of our csse. Unfortu-
nately, tﬁ'tmmmdm-. else I would
write him ﬁrnlf.

Do you have nruih_l in your muilihuhm h]'.pu-'l




soiinduim fpam
Rabbi Jacol K. Shankman

September 3, 1968
To: HRabbi Alexander Schindler

Dear Alex:

The enclosed copy of my note to Zimskind is self-
explanatory. I presume that he included me in

his list of correspondents because of my position
in the World Union and not because 1 have anything
to do with Dimensions. But I do feel sorry for

the young man for there appears to me to be more of
a problem than just writing poetry.

May I take advantage of this moment in writing to
you to remind you of your gracious promise to send
me a tape of my remarks at Shazar's reception. I
shall be grateful for them.

With kindest regards and best wishes for the New
Year,

Ever yours,

JES:R
enc.
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September 3, 1968

Rabbi Nathaniel Zimskind
Temple Israel

119 Bast Fayette Street
Uniontown, Pa. 15401

Dear Colleague:

It was very kind of yd 0 Bghd me the copies of the various
items of corresponden n yourself and the editors of

ne officdal connection with
one else has, except for the
ength and extension of our

| ry sorry that you have had
d having had similar experiences myself
I hope that I shall be seeing
in the near future and I shall make
Ay about the matter.

th best wishiés for the New Year, I am

Sincerely yours,

Rabbi Jacob E. Shankman
President IJ
World Union for Progressive Judaism

JES:rf



MEMORANDUM

Date February 23, 1968

From__ RABBI RICHARD G. HIRSCH, Director

Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath

To

Copy for information of

Mr. Nathaniel

Subject

him to be

Rt'iﬁicun ‘_74ﬂ-ion Cfﬂl‘fl“

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW COMGREGATIONS
2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800
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3)
§)

5)
6)
7)
8)
9
10)

1)
12)
13)

)

TENTATIVE  AGENDA

Relationship between UAHC Isreel Committee and W.U.P.J,

Administration of Israel Program
Solicitation of funds

a. $1 campalign
b, World Union Campaign

¢. MAdoption Pregram

d. Capital Funds
Establishment of Budget and Priorities for Israel
Rabbinic Personnal Plan
Additional Rabbis and Congregations
Synagogue Centers in Tel Aviv and elsewhare
Coordinator in lsrael
Leo Baeek School

a, Legal Relationships
b, Financial Obligation

Journal
World Union Conference in Jerusalem

Trip of RGH



MEMORANDUM |
' Jamuary 29, A
' D G. HIRSCH, Director | D.?\(‘PL:R}}" V%-V’

Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath /SE ‘\'
To ; : Ale indler ~
. Mr. N Hess, Mr, Albert Vorspan

Copy for information of

Confusion as to your position at CCAR Executive Committee meeting
Subject

The enclosed letter from Kronish reflects the position that has now become
fairly widespread. Immnthmnnminﬂu-it‘bu,h\rtidn
remember your stating rather vehemently at the meeting in your suite following
the Biennial, in the presence of Rabbis Shankman, Kahn, Rosenthall, and Regner,
mtrmd!dnutuythqtth-fndlunuldptnthnﬂnrldmunﬁrmln

Sidney Regner now claims that the minutes of the CCAR Executive Committee meeting

specifically state in your words that the funds raised will go to World Union
for Frogressive Judaism,

As you can see from Kronish's letter, he shares your recollection of the ¥ Jﬁ"
meeting, and not theirs. However, this is a matter which should be straightened -
out., Bob Kahn told Nat Hess that his congregation would not give -,

until this confusion is clarified, and a number of others are using this as

Rt' ljin w“s ‘_74:1'{4*1 Cﬂﬂ‘ﬂ-

. UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036, TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800
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Tevet 24, 5728
January 25, 1968

Rabbl Richard Hirach

U.A.H.C. Religlous Actlon Center
2027 Massachusetts Avenue.N.W.
Washington D.C. 20036

Dear Dick:

 Nat Hess spoke to me today on the phone. He asked me about
Baumgard. I told him that Baumgard had decided a long time
ago with his congregational board to send in $2.00 for every
family--or about $1700.00., When I phoned Baumgard just now

to find out if they had actually done it, I learned that they
sent half to the World Union and the other half was transmitted
by the World Union supposedly to your Committee on Israel.

It seems to me that they have got to get this "confusion"

out of the way as soon as possible. When I spoke to Regner
about two weeks ago,( I was in New York when Levi Eshkol was
there) I gathered that Sidney Regner amd Levi Olan contend
that the C.C.A.R. Executive Committee never went on record
supporting the U,A,H,C, Coomittee on Israel--but they are
indorsing the World Union for Progressive Judaism. Their
Executive Committee ( as you may recall) met before the Biemmal.
I was not there for the entire Executive Committee meeting--

I came only to give my report on Israel--but I had a different
impression after Maurice Elsendrath spoke to the Executive
Committee.

I understand that Maurice Eisendrath is supposed to meet with
Jake Shankman and get this straightened out. Nu?

Sincerel

L_-e-l?.r\R‘

P.5. I just spoke with Rabbi Frazim, our Regional Director,
he tells me that he ham phoned every Rabbli in our region and
that every reglonal director has been daked to encourage the
"ghekel" campaign. Can't we rely on the reglonal directors

to do this? @ Jﬁ(‘-"-"ﬂ— Z‘Q"M ég_vq j(_,‘,ﬂ:d_-.‘




OFFICERS
Chairmen, Board of Teusteas
Irving Fain
Prasidens
Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath

CCAR
Pravidens
Rabbi Jacob J. Weinstein

COMMIBSION ON
S0CIAL ACTION
Chairman

Irving ]. Fain
Durecior

Albert Vorspan
Arroriate Direcior

Rabbi Balfour Brickner

Rc'ijious ‘_74ch'aﬂ Ctﬂ tev

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
2027 MASSAGHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036, TEL. (CODE 202 387-2800

Eannl RicHAaRD G, HirscH, Direcror

MARVIN BRAITERMAN, Cownrel

and Dweecior of Education and Reiearch

January 29, 1968

Midwest Council, UAHC
Box 2128 .S, Station
Sioux City, Iowa

Dear Al:

glad you have sent the letter, generally
to be ineffective. . ;

rman will automatically be made a member
Israel Combittee, the next meeting of whieh
» March 27, He will also be extended an
invitation to participate in the World Union Conference and
the study mission of the Isreel Committee in Jerusalem at

the beginning of July.

Please let me hear from you soon.
tﬂhﬂl‘.

Warmest regards from houss

Sincerely,

rgh/es Rabbi Richard G, Hirsch
ec: Rabbl Maurice M. Eisendrath

Mr. Hathaniel E. Hess

Rabbi Alexander Schindler /

The Religious Action Cenler, housed in the Emily R. and Kivie Kaplan Building, iz under the auspices of the Commission on Social Action
of Reform Judaism, a joinl indtrumentality of the CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS snd the UMION OF AMERICAN HEBREW
CONGREGATIONS with itz affilistes—National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, Natiomal Federation of Temple Brotherhoods, Natiomal

Federatica of Temple Youth.




January 29, 1968

RABBI RICHARD G. HIRSCH, Director

Rabbi Robert Frazin

-
Mr. Nathaniel Hesg; Rabbi Alexander Schh%
' Rabb{ Erwin He

IGRAEL COMMITTLL

We have still not received from you the name of the regional
chairman of your Israel Committee, and except for this very fine
response from Krenish and the initial response from Baumgart, wa
have not had any response whatsoever from south Florida,

I assume that you are following through on all your conpgrepgations,
Would you please let me have a progress report on the results to date,
and also send ma immediately the name of your chalrman. If you

have not yat selected aomeone, I hope you will select a person

who has both interest and capacity. Incidentally, the next meating
of the committee will be Wednesday, March 27, and the regional
chairman will also be extended an invitation to participate in the
World Union for Progressive Judaism conference, and the special

convene a small conmittee consisting of your regional chairman,
a rabbi, and Theodore Cohén to follow through in a logical systematic
manner with the congregations.

i

Rt'iﬁious ‘_74cﬁaﬂ Ctnﬂr

UMION OF AMERICAN HEBREW COMGREGATIONS
2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800
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e we ought to ii.llll this with Dick-Mirech before

January 11, 1968

Mr. Nat Hess : i
World Union for Progressive Judalsm

' 838 Fifth Avenue

New York, N. ¥, 10021 ;
Dear Nat:

| enjoyed talking to you last weel,

When we got to San Antonlo | had a chance to
sit down and talk It over with Leyi O0lan, President
of the Conference, and Sidney Regner.

Sol Kaplan, regional director of UAHC, made
an announcement of your committee's plans and hopes,
so the word got out.

Meanwhile, as | told you on the phone, there
seems to be some misunderstanding yet as to the
relationship of this fund to the WUPJ's funds, and
I hope we can clarify it soon so we can all go to
work in behalf of our movement in Israel.

Best personal wishes, ;

- Sincerely yours,

- Sl e ~ Rabbi Robert I. Kahn
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Rabbl Richard G. Hirsch

Social Actlon Center

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D, C. 20036

Dear Dick:

I am very sorry that you did not get to New York today to meet Bill and me and hope
that it will not be too long before wa shall be able to get togmther to discuss the
matters of common interest, 1 had looked forward to ovur meeting very eagerly be-
cause 1 believe it will be wvery useful and helpful,

I was very happy that we had the chance in Montreal to meet and talk about some of
these things and I was delighted with your enormous interest and enthusliasm, 1 ap-
preciated your sharing your experlences and observations in Israel and felt that
your positive outlook and constructive suggestions, as well as your enthusiasm and
interest would be welcome mssets %o us in our work., I am not overloocking elther

4he resources of the UAHC, which are available to you, in addition to your own

talents, All these qualities made me look forward eagerly to the meeting and of
pourse I was disappointed by Bill's call. Perhaps we can reschedule the meeting
for some time on December 19the-but I teach the first thing on Tuesday mornings and
by the time I can get in, you have your class--so I shall have to walt to see.

I think, though, that even in advance of the meeting, I would like to share some

of the gquestions which still trouble me, I mentioned some of them in Montreal but
I still wonder how widely your first message or program was circulated and then
how extensively your report of November 10th was semt out? You will recall that
despite being very busy in Montreal, I read that report very carefully and pointed
out a number of objections, exceptions and dissatisfactions with it., I indicated
my impression that it was not falr enocugh to the World Onion, that the meager
references to us and the half-hearted thanks hardly serve to balance the repeated
strictures, I felt that the readers of both the message and the report would get a
very negative and unfurtunate picture of the World Unlon., Similarly, I might add
that in the printed volume ISRAEL IN ACTION, there was no mentlon or reference at all
to the World Union by name, This was probably an overslght, but it was still an
unhappy one and you cannct send @ commentary out with the text,correcting what al-
ready has appeared in print and is available in many, many places,

TiY
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Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch -2= December 13, 1967

In connectlon with the above I indicated that there were wide discrepancies in

the suggested mistreatment of our Isrsell Rabbis by the World Union, It is a

most unfortunate implication in that text, that the Rabbls left [srael because of

the World Union's disinterest and neglect of them as well as by our niggardly
treatment., Such inferences cannot be drawn and I pointed out that (a) Kehatl

left on their recommendation,and actually, Bob Samuels wrote to the CCAR about

him: (b) that personality problems on Ydit's part created a situation and that Bob
and Mel could not work with him; and (c) that Zacul left,against his own desires, but
because we felt that he was needed in Paris. That whole section did us much harm
and should have been completely revised before it was distributed.

There are other areas toowhich puzzled me. I mean for example, the guestion of

the degree to which any negotiations or suggested negotiations wlith our Rabbis

there and the Congregations should bypass the World Union., There are some things
shich properly should come to us first and not In coples of correspondence or
through some incldental manner, For example: why shouldn't the Congregation In
Ramat Onn bring its wish to purchase that carpenter shop dlrectly to us? We are
gt11] the unhappy victims of thelr mistakes and errors., We are still held respons=
sible by Mr. Newman, a donor of $10,000 for a memorial to his wife whlch has been
used there to purchase the flat where we cannot hold services. The §10,000 has

been reduced to ar small balance of Israeli pounds, Now who will placate Mr. Newman
and who carries this responsibility? 1 know that you are interested and enthusiastic
and this is both welcome and desirable, but the questien arises "who is telling
whom?" and there are proprieties in these areas, Similarly, correspondence to
Jerusalem urging greater cooperation with Spicehandler should properly come from us.

S§till again, there is the whole subject of the salaries and arrangements with our
Israell colleagues, I believe that there are some figures with which you may still
be unfamiliar and they are very pertinent and we must examine them carefully. As
the employers, we must remember them and the negotiations and decisions, In the
final analysis, must be through us and our duly constituted agents,

In this connection, e&ven the matter of the recent CCAR loan of $3000 to the World
Union is "puzzlement." I recognize that this loan has been made to us because of
the concern, interest and pressures of people like Kronish, Dave-Polish and yourself.
But the CCAR is eager that we tell our men that we are able to send them the
additional money as a "bonus" begause of the CCAR's concern., Now, -while the loan

is interest-~free and we will nn:%adgerad for its repayment (and I can hope and

pray that 1t may even be written off eventually), nevertheless, it is a loan and

yet everyone else is telling us how to use the loan, It appears that the World
Union's position as the employer 1s thus subordinated and even forgotten,

1 trust that you understand the spirit in which I am placing these guestions before
you. It may be that they are part of the pain and problem of widening the scope
of our activities, but I would like you to bear them in mind so that we can examine

them at our meeting.



March 4, 1969

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindle:

Rabbi Wm. A. Rosenthall

Thanks much for the Prayerbook Reform in Europe volume. It
is an excellent book, onme which adds wuch to the growing
literature of our movemant and toward the advancement of our
mutual sacred cause

I greatly sppreciate this gifc.
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"RABEl WM. A. ROSENTHALL

THE WORLD UNION FOR
PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM

February 24, 1969

N ( f
|

\'\ yC;L\..A_ P

A few days ago our brand new volume Prayerbook
Reform in Europe by Jakob Petuchowski was sent to

you, It is bound to be an important contribution to
the literature of our movement,

Please accept it with our compliments,
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Copies
Subject

MEMORANDUM |

Date 7/14/82

Theodore K. Broido

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

I had a long and I believe constructive meeting with Gerry Daniel to begin
the resolution of some of our difficulties. We both agreed that it would be
impossible to resolve all of the World Union/UAHC/ARZA conflicts until after
you and Dick Hirsch have had an opportunity to resolve some of the other
outstanding difficulties.

We did, however, talk about the $5 per person campaign and resolved the
following:

1/ Gerry Daniel is quite right about the nature of the arrangement. It was
clearly understood that the first $35,000 of monies received by the $5 campaign
less some minimum charge for expenses, postage, telephone, etc. would be turned
over to the UAHC for payment on the Skirball-Levine salary matter. Gerry

is correct when he indicates that the money was to come from the proceeds of
the %5 campaign and was not a general obligation of the World Union. I am

led to believe that in the fiscal year 1980-81, the World Union raised some
$31,000 toward that campaign and a yet to be determined amount in the current
fiscal year. Some $23,000 of the first year has already been paid. Whether
the fall off in receipts was due to negligence on behalf of the World Union

or just the nature of competitive campaigning has yet to be determined, but

I believe that Gerry is quite right in distinguishing the commitment in a
$35,000 commitment of the World Union from a $35,000 from funds received

from that particular campaign.

He is very upset that the billing instructions I gave to Josh Dwork did not
reflect that difference, and you will be receiving a copy of a memo which
gives new instructions to Josh which I think will relieve some of Gerry's
anxiety.

He and I agreed, subject to your approval, that the UAHC was entitled to
receive the total amounts raised by the campaign for the two years, less
some agreed upon small amount for expenses. He categorically denies that
the campaign was stopped or shunted aside, but blames the entire failure on
Paul Kushner. Whether or not this is fact or conjecture is something we
will have to pursue.

He is not at all sure that the World Union wishes to give up the $5 campaign
but feels that the whole thing has to be rediscussed. I have the feeling that
Gerry is in a much more cooperative mood.

2/ 1 asked from Gerry and received a 1ist of those congregations that con-
tributed to the $5 campaign for the last two years and I am currently having
them matched against those congregations who went on automatic ARZA billing.

\\ly/ Union of American Hebrew Congregations

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY. 10021 (212) 248-0100




Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
Page No. 2 July 14, 1982

I pointed out to Gerry that I was not at all sure that there was a correlation
in these campaigns and once the ARZA office has compiled the two lists, we
will be in a better position to make some judgments.

3/ 1 asked Gerry where the World Union statements were for 1981 and he
informed me that they were not yet prepared and that he would share them

with me just as soon as he received them. [ learned from Josh Dwork yesterday
that Loeb and Troper have, off the record, informed him that the 1981 World
Union statements were delivered to the Daniels on April 30, 1982. So, while
Gerry tells me he does not have them, Loeb and Troper says that he does. We
will have to discuss this problem as well.

I think it was a good first meeting and we will have to talk further when you
return.

/)
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Office of tha President Please reply to Box "F"
New Rochelle, NY 10801

July 12, 1982
ddt-2932

Mr. Theodore Broido
Administrative Secretary
UAHC

838 Fifith Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Ted:

Just a line to confirm my understanding of our fruitful meeting
of last Monday.

The understanding that you and I have, subject to approval of our
Executives, interprets the obligation of the World Union towards
the Youth Movement of the UAHC as being limited to amounts cg
ed in 1980-81 and 1981-82 through the £5 per Family Campaign
a reascnable amount to be agreed upon for the expenses incur
ithe World Union to collect this money.

During the months of August and September, meetings will be held
between members of the leadership of our organizations, to find a
new equitable formula for the future of this campaign. You have
asked to be given individual contribution breakdown for each con-
gregation since the World Union took over, and our bookkeeper,
Mildred Hurwitz, has promised to hand this over to you during the
coming week.

I hope that our meeting has brought us a step closer to resolving
all the other outstanding issues so that we go forward in a spirit
of cooperation and mutual assistance.

Best regards.

Sincerely yours,

Gerard Daniel

GD/ddt

CC: Rabbi Richard Hirsch
Rabbi Alexander Schindler
Rabbi Roland Gittelsohn
Rabbi Ira Youdovin
Mr. Matthew Ross

B3B8 Fifth Avenue, Mew York, MY, 10021 » {212) 248-0100 [ 13 King David Streel, Jerusalem, Israel » 02-234-748
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RABR] ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER g UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
PRESIDENT B38 FIFTH AVENUE MEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212} 249-0100

June 10, 1982

Mr. Gerard Daniel
mx "FII
New Rochelle, NY 10801

Dear Gerry:

Thank you for your letter of June 4 and the $20,000. check which repre-
sents partial payment to the UAHC on the WUPJ's cbligation from funds
received for the $5. per Family Campaign.

I know that you and Ted Broido have been talking and that you plan to
get together for preliminary discussions during early July. While I
would certainly like to get this entire matter resolved while Dick is in
the country, the limited time which you have made available (August 11 to
August 16) presents a serious problem. I will be doing some travelling
toward the end of that week, RFoland will be in New Hampshire, Ted and
others who need to be involved will be on vacation. My suggestion, there-
fore, is that you and Ted start the conversation during early July. I am
seeking to meet with Dick during the first week of August and perhaps we
willall be able to get together, albeit without Dick, early in September
to resolve the entire sitution.

The only other remote possibility, Gerry, would be if you could change your
plans and be available during the first week of August. Perhaps I can per-
suade Roland to come down from New Hampshire, Ted will be here, and, if
necessary, I can try to persuade others required at the meeting to be in
the city.

With all good wishes and regards from house to house, I am
Sincerely,

AMexwander M. Schindler

cc: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch
Matthew H. Ross, Esqg.
Theodore K. Broido




Jafie 10, 1982

Mr. Gerard Daniel
Box "F"
Hew Rochelle, NY 10801

Dear Gerry:

:
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plans and be available during the first week of August. Perhaps I can per-
suade Roland to come down from New Hampshire, Ted will be here, and, if

necessary, I can try to persuade others recquired at the meeting to be in

Alexanyler M. Schindler
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Office of the President Please reply to Box "F"
New Rochelle, NY 10801

June 4, 1982
ddt-2653

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

President

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Alex:

I am writing you on my return from Israel as agreed during our
last meeting on May 12th.

In the meantime I had opportunity to talk with Dick Hirsch and
also received copy of your letter to Dick dated May 13th.

I had agreed with you that a meeting should be arranged as soon
as possible (even in June). It now turns out that Dick Hirsch
will be here the latter part of July and the first two weeks of
August to break in our new North American Director, Ben Kamin,
and it is of course very advisable that in order to resolve all
the outstanding matters, once and for all, Dick and I should meet
with yvou and your designated people at that time. Since Ruth

and I plan to take a vacation the last week of July and first
week of August, I would like to propose any date between August
1ll1th and August 16th.

Thanks for letting me know if these dates look convenient to you.
If not it would be wvery helpful if you could let me know during
which periods, say middle of July through middle of August, you
will be available so that a date is being set right now.

In faet, a first payment of $3,500.61 was made by us on January
31st, 1981, towards the UAHC Youth Program in Israel, based on
our April 28, 1980, agreement.

I am enclosing a check for $20,000 as a further payment and our

¥

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y, 10021 » (212) 248-0100 | 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel ¢ 02-234-748




mid-summer meeting will, I am sure, clear up remaining amounts
due the Union. You know, of course, my strong feeling expressed
during our meeting, that with my letters of April 27th, 1981,

and May 8th, 1981, we have clearly notified the Union of the need
to change the original agreement at the completion of the first
year,

Just one word concerning paragraph #2 of your letter of May 13.
The figures that Paul EKushner circulated (without my knowledge)

to the top leaders of the World Union, are entirely incorrect.

The 1981 fipures included building fund balances not collected
during 1981 and the increase in collections from 18981 over 18980
was exactly $100,000, paralleled by even larger increases in our
expenditures for Israel programs. Wherever I could I told
recipients to disregard this sheet and did not know that one had
been sent to Josh Dwork. You have the 1980 figures and we advanced
the finalization of the 1981 figures, in Israel, in such a manner
that within the next four weeks we shall be able to send you those

figures as well.

Just a word about our trip to Israel: The Kedem problem I told
you about persists despite the evidently good will of the Mayor of
Tel Aviv. We spent an inordinate amount of time to save this
building lot and right now it's a standoff. The intransigence of
the Orthodox has permeated life in Israel in a manner I never
thought remotely possible. From that point of wiew it was not a
very happy trip.

My warmest regards from house to house.

Curdiasly,

Gerard Daniel

GDddt

Encl.

CC: Rabbi Richard Hirsch
Mr. Matthew H. Ross
Mr. Theodore K. Broido
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Rabbi Richard Hirsch

World Union for Progressive Judaism
13 King David Street

Jerusalem, ISRAEL

Dear Dick:

Rather than send a telegram to you, as we discussed in Tuesday's telephone
conversation, I decided to write. Emergency action is not called for at
this time,

There are a number of issues which have in common only the funding of the
UAHC International Education Department projects-programs in and for Israel.

A. ALIYAH DEPARTMENT.

Haim Sharett was informed by Mr. Levy, administrator of the Aliyah Department
in New York, 515 Park Avenue, that Mr. Kotlowitz has cancelled the 545,000
allocation to the UAHC Youth Division for the fiscal year 1982-83. Furthermore,
Mr. Kotlowitz has requested the return of $22,500 paid in the second half of
the fiscal year 1981-82. Haim Sharett has written a letter of explanation
to Mr. Kotlowitz, a copy of which was sent to you. Clearly, Mr. Kotlowitz
does not remember the agreement which was made by him in a meeting which
included Schindler, Schafer, Sharett and Dr. Kfir who is a professor at
Haifa University. Until a few months ago, Dr. Kfir was Director of the
Aliyvah Department in New Yortk.

We contacted Dr. Kfir by telephone. He stated categorically that our position
is correct and he did call Mr. Kotlowitz. Kfir and Charles Weinberg have also
been in touch with each other. Charles Weinberg told me that he spoke with
Kotlowitz. As of last week, the funds have not been reinstated.

I will inform you about my meeting with Kotlowitz which will take place on
Tuesday May 11 in New York.

The problem is as follows. Kotlowitz claims that he agreed to pay the UAHC
$45,000 per annum in the U.S. so that the Youth Division would pay FHaim
Sharett's salary directly. Haim Sharett is to be considered as the Aliyah
Shaliach to our department in distinction from Oren Selah, who is Near v
Halutz. Kotlowitz has forgotten that he agreed to an arrangement that is
somewhat different. Originally (1980) he arranged with Avram Katz to have
all schlichim from the Reform Movement (3) paid by MNoar v Halutz, and
Kotlowitz would pay $45,000 to Noar v Halutz. This would save the Aliyah
Department money because the youth shaliach's salary is considerably less
than Aliyah shaliach's salary. In our meeting in the spring of 1981,
Kotolowitz agreed to change the agreement because a) we never received
three schlichim from Noar v Halutz, and b) the program subsidies from




Noar v Halutz were cut by 40%. Dr. Kfir suggested in that meeting that Haim Sharett be
considered the Aliyah shaliach but continue to receive his salary from Noar v Halutz.
Furthermore, the $45,000 should be paid directly to the UAHC Youth Division in order to
meet some of the programmatic needs and shaliach expenses.

For your information, the aliyah programmatic costs are $230,000 per year not including
schlichim salaries. This includes shaliach expenses, salaries of merakzai madrichim,
and hoshrei tochneot representatives, kinusim, and operations of the garinim in the
United States. This also includes $10,000 spent for this work in Isrtael.

B. NOAR V HALUTZ.

We have not received a decision from Avram Katz about an allocation to the UAHC Youth
Division for 1982-83. In 1981-82 the allocation was 3 schlichim and $25,000. We
received 1 shaliach who began in May and one who began in October, plus $15,000. We
expect to be paid the $10,000 balance from last year.

It would be helpful for you to speak to Katz about his intentions for this fiscal year.
IT CONTINUES TO AMAZE ME THAT I MUST MAKE A COMMITTMENT FOR AT LEAST TWO YEARS BUT THE
WZO DEPARTMENTS ARE AT LIBERTY TO CHANGE THEIR COMMITTMENTS AT LEAST ONCE A YEAR, AND IN
THE CASE OF KOTLOWITZ LAST YEAR, TWICE IN THE SAME YEAR.

C. RELATIONSHIP OF THE UAHC YOUTH DIVISION WITH THE WORLD UNION,

The renegotiation of the relationship between the U.A.H.C. and the W.U.P.J. has put my
department and me in an awkward position vis a vis the W.U.P.J. and the U.A.H.C. The
U.A.H.C. does not have a budget to pay for aliyah work and youth programs in Israel,
The relationship of the UAHC to the Youth Division is peositive but non-fiscal support.
The International Education Department budget is over $300,000 a year not including the
cost of air and land for American youth programs in Israel. This budget has been met by
special fund raising by the Youth Division, subsidies from the WZ0, and a $35,000
annual committment  from the $5 per family campaign. WZO allocations have diminished
while costs have increased. (Our success in aliyah recruitment could bankrupt us).

I deeply regret that you did not tell me that the WUPJ decided not to pay the $35,000
committment for fiscal vears 1980-81 and 1981-82. You must understand that even if the
UAHC were to decide to somehow absorb the $35,000 for one of these years, ultimately,
the responsibility for continued expenditures would be required from the Youth Division
or expenditures must cease.

It is not for me to state an .opinion now about the responsibility of either the WUPJ

or the UAHC for meeting the needs of the Youth Divisicn programs. It is my responsibility
to balance my own ‘budget. I will curtail pregrams and staff salaries where possible. The
first priority of fund raising will be to support staff. The $250,000 capital committment
to the WUPJ building in Jerusalem from the UAHC is the responsibility of the Youth
Division. The Youth Division accepted this responsibility on the basis of what it believed

to be the relationship of the WUPJ and the UAHC. That relationship required the payment of
the Youth Division subsidy. That relationship is now being renegotiated. Until this

matter is resolved in a manner which will enable the I.E.D. to meet its operations

budget, the capital gifts contribution cannot be made.

You stated in our telephone conversation that I am not directly involved with determining
or negotiating the relationship of the WUPJ and the UAHC. However, you must recognize
that the decisions reached by the yyp; and the UAHC directly effect the operations of

the Youth Division. Therefore, I have no choice but to withdraw the financial committment
of the Youth Division to the World Union, until a firm and continuing relationship is
established between the World Union and the Union which satisfactorily effects the

Youth Divisien.



You should have received the memo to Gerry Daniel concerning my suggestions for the
building. The most important point discussed concerned the use of the building which
has consequences for building costs. Unless there are offices for Youth staff and
program facilities, it seems pointless to me to build a youth hostel. If the

building is primarily and almost exclusively a youth hostel, I would prefer not to
be involved.

I have cancelled my plans to come to Israel in May. Certainly I will be in Israel
during August.

Nina joins me in sending personal regards to Bella and you.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Stephen A. Schafer
Director,

UAHC Youth Division

cc: Rabbi Alexander Schindler
Rabbi Allan Levine



April 14, 1977

Rabbl Alexander M. Schindler
Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch

Theodore K. Broido = Rabbl Ira Youdovin

As you know, Roland is chairing our committee which will study the
possibility of affiliation with the WZ0. I believe it is of the
utmost importance that Roland have an cpportunity to meet with you,
Ted and Ira in order to discuss the matter at great lenghh. Short
of a meeting, perhaps a conference call can be arranged - although
I feel a personal meeting would be much more salutary.

I know your schedule during you visit here in a busy one but I urge
you to make every effort to get together with Roland.
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MEMORANDUM

Date APril 12, 1977

From Theodore K. Broido

To Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

Copy for information of

Subject

Dear Alex:

Roland Gittelsohn was very anxious to have a meeting with Dick Hirsch, Ira
and myself while Dick was in the United States. We worked out a number

of possible dates during Dick's visit and were hoping that Dick will go

to Boston with us or at the very least we had two possible times when
Roland could meet with us at La Guardia airport.

Ira discussed this with Dick over the weekend and reports to me "Dick does
not wish to go to Boston and meet with Roland and does not even wish to
spend the time to meet with us at La Guardia..." Dick does not consider this
a priority item.

I am convinced that Roland will be angry at not having an opportunity to
meet with Dick and I personally think its beyond the pale that here we are
trying to move the Reform Movement into the World Zionist Organization and
that Dick whose salary we pay can't find the time to meet with the chairman
of the committee. Ira and I believe that you should "instruct Dick" to
make the time either by writing him a note or talking to him on the tele-
phone.

Cordially,

.
Pt pp !

838 Fifth Avenue, NMew York N.Y. 10021 212/249-0100

s



June 10, 1982

Rabbi Pichard G. Firsch
Executive Director, WUPT
13 Xing David Street
Jerusalem, ISRAEL

Dear Dick:
In response to your letter of May 30, you are correct in sugoesting

that we have to talk. Int':plmnnmtingdurm;ﬂuﬁntm
of August when you are in the States

Alexander M. Schindler

cc: Mr. Gerard Daniel
gLY



nupnn nmd mhwn TKn
WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM

13 King David Street 13 TIT 7700 ‘M
Jerusalem, Israel Tel. 234-T48, 232-444 5D gryer
Oifica of Exscutive Director %30 31N nawd

30th May, 1982

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler,
UAHC,

838 Fifth Avenue,

New York, N.Y. 10021

Dear Alex,

You say you cannot understand why I am so perturbed. Herein are some
of the answers.

I suppose that the major reason is that both your recent letters to me
reflect a totally different perspective from mine on objectives, priori-
ties and inter- and intra-institutional relations. We obviously have
basic differences concerning some major issues, some of which are based
on ideological, institutional and personality differences, but some of
which are simply a lack of proper communication. Therefore, I am going
to try and spell out the differences in writing. Although we have at
times discussed these matters orally, it is important that there be a
written record, because evidently the human mind is selective and no
matter how often things are repeated, unless it is in writing, we tend
to forget.

I begin with my conclusion: I think it is essential that you and I spend
a full day together as soon as possible, just the two of us alone, either
in Jerusalem or in New York, so that we can clarify our respective differ-
ences and where possible arrive at a consensus. As background for that
meeting, I am dictating the following:

To clear the slate regarding my UAHC status and salary, enclosed are
various memos:

1. June 1, 1971. A memorandum which was developed for the WUPJ
Governing Body meeting of the summer of 1971, formulated by you, Maurice
and me, and there you will see underlined certain facts relating to the
UAHC and its fundraising obligations.

2. An extended memo of August 9, 1971, which is a summary of various
conversations, and

3. The precis of the WUPJ Executive Committee meeting of September 9,
1871.

You will see that throughout these memos it is obvious that the UAHC is

in effect taking over responsibility for the World Union. It is no
coincidence that all of these matters were spelled out by Maurice, you
and me before even being discussed with the World Union leadership. You
at the time were the key personality in selling the World Union leadership
on the move. The reason for this was that those of us who were on the
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UAHC staff felt strongly about American Reform Judaism's obligation to
world and Israeli Jewry. We were unanimous in our criticism of the
World Union for not doing an effective job. We said that the status
quo could not continue, and before us, therefore, were two alternatives:

a) to fold up the World Union, and somehow or other incorporate it
into the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, by making the UAHC an
international institution, or

b) to remould the World Union, to make it a more effective instru-
mentality.

After a series of meetings, we decided on the latter approach.

In order to implement the decision, three major factors were necessary:

(i) New professional leadership
(ii) New programmatic direction, and
(iii) An expanded budget.

Whereas we agreed on the principle of an expanded budget, the exact

way to achieve it was left undecided. We discussed various alternatives:
(a) establishing the Dollar Per Person as a compulsory plan, by adding

it to the congregational bills; (b) raising the 12% Mum plan to 14%

(that recommendation was on the agenda of the Biennial in any case), and
since it was clear that there would be great objection to the raise by
the congregations, it was felt that perhaps specifying that the increase,
or part of it, was to go for Israel and world Jewry, would make it more
palatable; and (¢) including the World Union in the Reform Jewish Appeal,
and thus adding a dramatic dimension to the fundraising appeal through
some such formula as 40% for the College, 40% for the Union and 20% for
the World Union.

All of these memos clearly show the role of the Union in instituting
these changes. You will recall, I am sure, that Bernard Bamberger was

so incensed at what he considered '"the UAHC takeover'" that he refused

to stand for election for another term, and that we therefore proceeded
to make plans to have Maurice elected as president, an objective to which
he aspired in any case.

It was in this context, namely a UAHC commitment to increase dramatically
the budget of the World Union, that T even considered taking the position.
The question was asked: But if the UAHC raises the money for the World
Union out of UAHC funds, then should not a part of Dick's salary be
charged to the World Union? And that question was put off to the future
by the phrase "Until such time as by mutual agreement the World Union
would assume a greater share of the responsibility." In other words,
let's see how and how much the UAHC raises. I should point out to you
that even after the questions concerning my own personal UAHC status

were resolved to my satisfaction (see my first letter of April 25, 1982),
there was another crisis when the 14% plan was not approved, and as the
time approached for my departure for Israel, no real progress had been
made by the UAHC on the basic issue of an expanded budgetary commitment
to the World Union, which was a prerequisite to the reactivation of the
World Union. 1In fact, Lenny Schoolman and I held a meeting some time in
1972 to review where we were on the problem of an expanded budget. Lenny




admonished me to face reality and recognise that the UAHC was not going
to fulfill the commitment of an expanded budget, and urged me, in the
absence of the UAHC commitment, not to make the move to Israel. MNever-
theless, despite grave misgivings, I did make the decision to go, and
determined somehow or other to raise the necessary budgets. And indeed
we have managed to survive, and I believe that my decision was justified.
However, it has been a long, hard and often lonely struggle. As far as

I was concerned, since the UAHC had never fulfilled its commitment to
raise significant new funds for the World Union, the question of increased
World Union participation in my Union salary was not relevant, indeed
not even an issue for discussion. In any case, it was never raised by
you or anyone else, except for one time a couple of years ago when a
group of at least ten people met to discuss UAHC-World Union relations,
and you pulled out Maurice's letter of October 27, 1971 (without prior
consultation with me, and out of context and having forgotten that the
letter was not valid.) After that meeting, I assume you will recall that
I spoke to you with considerable anger and gave you the interpretation
that I am now forced to give you in writing. I had every reason to
assume that you accepted it, because you made no negative response. 1
also objected then, as I do now again, to your inexplicable propensity
for bringing these personal matters before a larger group rather than

to discuss them first man-to-man, face-to-face with me only. I consider
your approach to be a breach in elementary professional ethics.

I therefore hereby tell you in the strongest terms possible, that my
UAHC status and salary are not a subject for discussion between the UAHC
and the World Union. I have told Gerard Daniel and I am hereby reaffir-
ming it in writing, that my tenure with the UAHC long antedates my WUPJ
relationship and is a matter between the UAHC and me alone, preferably
between you as the professional head and me as an employee of the
institution. As for the definition of tenure, I know only one: the
right of a person to have a job and to get a salary. Otherwise, what
does tenure mean? On the phone last week, Ted Broido told me that there
are other interpretations possible, for example, Ellie Schwartz has tenure
with the UAHC even though she works for NFTS. Under no circumstances

is that my case. No such arrangement was ever made with the World Union,
let alone discussed. If at the time it would have been raised, then you,
Al and Maurice could never have said to me that my tenure agreement with
the Union was a binding and overriding basis for our relationship, with
no additional letter or commitment necessary. And in the context of the
time, namely the UAHC failing to fulfill the commitment for a larger
budget for the World Union, I assure you that had your present inter-
pretation been raised, I would never have moved to Israel with the World
Union. So far as I am concerned, the entire question of my UAHC salary
and status is closed. You of course are always free to open it with me
(not the World Union) in the context that the tenure plan itself provides
for termination of tenure.

To respond to some of the specific matters contained in your May 13, 1982
letter: you indicate that you suddenly became aware that the World Union
was taking in much moremoney than previously. The figures that Paul
distributed combined all the funds taken in for the World Union from all
sources and all purposes: the Shankman Fund, the Kedem Synagogue Fund,
bequests, Israel Commission funds, etc. And I amnot sure of its accuracy.
We have never sent out such a memo, because we have always made a fine
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and proper distinction between capital funds for specific projects and
operating funds. You must remember the background in which Paul sent
out these figures: he had been informed that his position with us would
be terminated, and he wanted to demonstrate how much he had done. Gerry
Daniel has both written and spoken to you about this matter, and I
assume that the issue is clarified. In any case, the actual figures for
1981 will be found in the 1981 audit and these are open to you for your
inspection. You know of course that the debt of the World Union to the
Union is being paid off as per agreement at a rate which is even ahead
of schedule, and the monthly bill for expenditures is paid immediately
upon submission by Josh Dwork's office. If the WUPJ does have some
occasional success in fundraising, I would hope that you would rejoice.

When it comes to money, the immediate basic bone of contention between

us is the $35,000 commitment to the Youth Department. You are correct.
This matter should have been discussed long ago. Enclosed is an extended
memo of April 30, 1981, which is my own personal reaction to earlier
developments in the ARZA-World Union relationship. (As a recipient of
the memo, you cannot say I did not raise the issue). You will note that
at the end of the memo I urge Ted to set up a meeting immediately to
discuss these matters. We were supposed to meet in June in Jerusalem,
but Ted was unable to arrange the meeting, primarily because of your
schedule,

The truth is that following this exchange, all of us were caught up in
our various activities and although from time to time we talked about
having a full coordinating committee meeting, we never were able to
arrange one, I assume that all of us are to blame for this, and it is
clear that now circumstances have developed which necessitate a coordi-
nating meeting as soon as possible. One small point: in communications
from you and Ted, you imply that we were hiding information. If so, then
the records of the $5 Per Family Campaign would not be kept so carefully
in WUPJ accounts. The truth is that until Josh Dwork had mentioned the
matter to me the last day I was in New York, I had forgotten about it
for some time. I immediately told Ted, and Ted and I had a very good
and positive discussion at his home in which he said that he wanted to
have the various figures presented to him, indeed wrote a memo to Paul
asking for the figures, and we indicated that we would have to sit down
as soon as possible and see how to work out the problem. All of us
recognise that indeed there is a problem. But somehow or other the
problem ballooned way out of proportion after I left New York.

The reasons for the poor results on the $5 Per Family Campaign as I see
them are: 1) the campaign has always been ineffective in any case. The
first year after the Six Day War we raised $110,000, and after that

went downhill. It is not and probably never will be a major moneymaker.
2) Neither Ira nmor Paul really were effective in the campaign, although
truth be told I think that Paul devoted much more time to it the first
year than Ira ever did. 3) The competitiveness which was interjected

by ARZA's decision to ask congregations to put the ARZA membership
campaign on the bills. I do not want now to repeat the arguments in my
April 30, 1981 memo. They stand as written. When we do have the coordi-
nating committee meeting, among the points to be made will be the following:

(i) The World Union does want to retain the right to the §5 Per
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Family Campaign.

(ii) This campaign should be coordinated with the ARZA Campaign.
We shall have to go over the books of both campaigns carefully and
determine which congregations are supportive and what to do on a
congregation case-by-case basis; that in any case is the essential
point of difference, it being our contention that ARZA initiated the
campaign without coordination, and contrary to the original agreement
between ARZIA and the World Union.

(iii) The World Union does recognise its obligatiom in principle to
the original commitment. Gerry Daniel and I discussed the matter while
he was in Israel and by the time you receive this letter you will
undoubtedly have received a significant payment of an amount representing
a major part of the funds collected for the first year.

(iv) We will want some kind of understanding for the future once the
ARZA campaign is not on the bills, as per Ira's point referred to on
page three of my April 30, 1981 memo.

For the record, the background of the $35,000 commitment to the Youth
Department is as follows: You recall that Nat Hess as chairman of the
Israel Commission and I as director were primarily responsible for the
raising of these funds, together with the very fine assistance in the
early years of Lenny Schoolman. The first year, more than half the
proceeds went to the World Union. Thereafter, we decided that it would
be essential for the World Union to develop its own resources, recogni-
sing that if the funds came only from the canregatinns through the
Israel Commission, the World Union would not be motivated to go out and
raise funds from individuals, which funds were essential, given the fact
that it was becoming clear that the Union was not going to make any

major commitment out of its operating income, and that the dollar funds
were not going to be made compulsory. Thereafter we (I) sharply curtailed
Israel Commission funds to the World Union. Parenthetically, you should
know that in terms of my fiscal thinking I used the $5 Per Family Campaign
as another budgetary source for activities in Israel, and since I really made
no distinction between Union and World Union staff, made an arbitrary
judgment as to which source of funds would be used for what. For example,
when the idea first arose to send Hank Skirball to Israel, I originally
went to both the UAHC and the World Union and asked each to pay for half
of his salary and expense account, with the understanding that Hank

would not only work with American youth but with Israeli youth. When

the UAHC and the WUPJ both refused to put it in their budgets, then we
agreed that the funds would come from the Israel Commission and Hank
would still work with American and Israeli youth. The World Union at

the time did not even want to have anything to do with an additional
budgetary obligation. (In those days I was not the Executive head of

the World Union.) The same thing happened in the case of Allan Levine,
who when sent to Ben Shemen was sent primarily to work with Israeli

youth. In historical perspective, it was very important that these two
men were sent over (from any funding source), because they have done a
remarkable job and we are indeed grateful to them for theirwork with

both American and Israeli youth.

When Steve Schafer came into the picture, he asked me to raise the amounts
received by the Youth Department for the payment of the salaries to

$35,000 (the amount the previous year had been $26,000, if I am not
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mistaken). He can tell you that there was no hesitation on my part.
I immediately agreed because I consider the work being done to be
essential.

In the second-last paragraph of your letter, you put the issue of
salary for the UAHC men in Israel in moral terms and by implication
state that you feel it is a moral obligation, whereas I do not. But,
Alex, the problem which confronts us is not a moral problem but a
practical, fiscal problem. In Steve Schafer's letter to me of May 10,
1982, a copy of which you received, he said: "The UAHC does not have a
budget to pay for aliyah work and youth programs in Israel. The rela-
tionship of the UAHC to the Youth Division is positive but non-fiscal
support.” The Youth Division has to raise all of its funds outside of
the UAHC budget. Why I don't know, and I question the "morality" of
forcing the one dimension of our programming which represents the most
effective, distinctive UAHC contribution to the congregations to
scrounge for its own funds. Nevertheless, the Youth Department is
quite successful and has a budget which is much larger than the total
World Union budget. But if the "big" UAHC does not pay for the UAHC
staff in Israel out of its operating budget, then should the "little"
World Union pay for the UAHC staff out of its operating budget? If
the $5 Per Family Campaign would have raised the money anticipated,
then there is no question that the obligation would be met. Now it is
simply a practical problem and we will have to figure out together where
the funds will come from. The UAHC Youth Department has many sources
of income. The truth is that we are all so intertwined that we have
never sat down together to have a full and complete picture. That should
be our next step.

What perturbs me more than anything else is the statement in your letter
that you want to "push for a cleaner agreement with the World Union: no
salary agreements, no partial payments of salaries, no shared drives and
so forth." 1 do not believe it is possible or desirable to have such

a "clean" delineation. In fact it would very quickly become "dirty."

1 fear that you advocate the same kind of relationship that you and Fred
Gottschalk have worked out between the College and the Union. Indeed,

you have used the same language to describe the relationship. To me,

in the case of the Union and the World Union, that is a prescription

for divisiveness, and I do not want any part of it. I firmly believe

that the Union and the World Union are interdependent and that any

attempt to have clear-cut lines of distinction will inevitably result

in continuing friction. I do not want a situation to be created in the
Reform Movement which will be similar to that which today pertains in .
the Conservative movement, where the World Council of Synagogues, the thuiﬁﬂ,ialk
Jewish Theological Seminary, the Rabbinical Assembly and Mercaz are all

at each other's throats. Their bad intra-institutional, interpersonal
relationships make for bad blood and ineffective functioning. To this
day, the Conservative movement in Israel is rent asunder by the@r constant
bickering. Speaking immodestly, if there is one person responsible for
preventing that situation in Israel, it is me.

Nor do I think you really understand the consequences of your own
statement. For you more than anyone else benefit from the fact that you
are a leader of a world rather than just an American movement. After
all, you sit on the WZ0O Executive as the representative of the World
Union (a number of other persons wanted the job originally, and I assure
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you that many more are eager to have it now) and you sit on the Memorial
Foundation as a representative of the World Union. Your personal status
has been elevated and you have benefitted personally and the UAHC insti-
tutionally from the close identification between the Union and the World
Union. The same, of course, is true for me as a person and the World Union
as an institution.

Speaking for myself, I cannot separate the work I do for the UAHC and the
WUPRJ, including helping to raise funds for the UAHC youth programs, for
ARZA, for rights and a host of other day-by-day issues. I am proud of my
UAHC relationship, just as I hope you are proud of the things the WUPJ
has been trying to do. The close inextricable ties between the Union and
the World Union are mutually beneficial. In fact, the tension we now exp-
erience is, in my opinion, a direct consequence of splitting the ARIA-WUPJ
office. I want to narrow the breach, not widen it. To be sure, we have
occasional institutional and interpersonal tensions, just as exist within
the UAHC House of Living Judaism itself, but I prefer a big united family
which has an occasional squabble to a house divided which cannot stand.

Alex, you have written two letters. I have written two letters. Let's call
a moratorium on letter-writing. "Come, let us reason together." Let's take
a full day, just the two of us. Let's let it all hang out. Let's air our
respective ''taanot" and then go on to new levels of cooperation, advancing
the common cause to which we have committed our lives and careers.

Suggested possible dates for the meeting:

a. When you are in Jerusalem later this month, if you are coming.

b. I plan to be in New York from the end of July through the first two
weeks in August. If you are on vacation, I will be glad to fly to wherever
you are.

¢. The end of October, through all of November, in New York.

Obviously the sooner the better, and after we meet, let's have an extended
coordinating committee meeting.

B'yedidut uvehokara,
Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch
cc. Mr. Gerard Daniel

Mr. Matthew Ross
Mr. Theodore Broido

attachments:

1. on WUPJ move to Israel -- June 1, 1971

2. Memu of August 9, 1971

3. Memo of August 23, 1971

4. Precis of WUPJ Executive Committee meeting -- September 5, 1571
5. Memo of April 30, 1981 on ARZA-WUPJ relationships




THE V. olL.D UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JuLDAISM

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.%¥. 10021
MEMORANDUM JUNE 1, 1971

It is proposed that the Executive office of the World Union for Progressive
Judaism be moved from New York to Jerusalem,

Among the reasons for this proposal are the following:

1) Of the seven rabbis serving the WUPJ outside the United States,
six are located in Israel. Headquarters in Israel would allow
for more efficient administration, better financial control,
and more effective supervision of staff and program.

2) New direction, support, and status would be given to the
Progressive Movement in Israel, where the largest number of
potential new adherents is to be found,

3) Proximity to the non-American constituencies would facilitate
better coordination and programming.

To preserve the international character of the movement, and to assure
continued participation in policy making and program by the two largest con-
stituencies, it is proposed that one Governing Body meeting be held in Europe
and one in North Americea each year, except during a year when a Governing Body
meeting is held in conjunction with an international conference in Israel.

It is assumed that initially the president of the WUPJ will continue to be
an American.

The proposal envisages a number of structural changes which would be recommend-
ed to the various constituencies., The North Americen Board would be recon-
stituted so as to include not only representation from the CCAR, the UAHC,

and the HUC-JIR, but also a number of members-at-large, It would assume
responsibility both for fund-raising and for all activities of the North
American constituency in respect to the World Union, It would be served by a
professional director with offices in the UAHC House of Living Judeism,

The North American Board should give major attention to Latin America, and
should work toward the creation of a Latin American Board with expanded budget,
program, and personnel, Until a full-fledged regional entity 1is established,

& sub-committee of the North American Board should assume responsibility for
convening regional conferences in Latin America.

The proposed arrangements will require increased financial commitments from

‘The constituencies in North America. Fund-raising for overseas needs of the
World Union would be fully integrated under the direction of the North American
Board, Qpe of the procedures now used for raising funds is the UANC Dollar-
Per-Person Campaign, [t is anticipated that the UAHC will enlarge this campaign

_Iﬁ%n a per-family commitment for the World Union; and it is hoped that other
constituencies will adopt similar programs,

The proposal further envisions the erection of a World Center on &n expanded
gite of the Hebrew Union College Biblical & Archaeclogical School 1ip Jerusalem,
Pending that developmant the Collage is prepared to make space available for
the World Union offices.
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| in accord with your request, I am herewith sending you a suuwtury
vs Lo conversation of this afternoon. We discussed the following

:'l-l-i'-.l \.-I\.:‘l.-: .

#

A SJnouncement at Biennial

we agreed that at a prominent spot in the biennial progran,
atve would be an announcement of the following: (a) the move o
caw worid Jdalon from New York to Jerusalem; (b) initiation of the
o Center project (hopefully we might have some money raiscc
23 i * time to announce); and (c) the appointment of RGIl. The
Lanouwscenent would be made jointly by the following: Bambexger,
sascuerath and Gottschalk, in that order.

N cereasing the Operating Budget of the World Union for
TosSSiVE Juduism

Wo agreed that it was essential to raise the present operatiiy
bww,be and to Teorganize the multiplicity of fund raising efforts.
Ve ,wdmicnt as to.what specifically to propose is dependent on &

(. wecision concerning the Klutznick Committee's 14% proposal.
Goavwow we decide not to go for the {ull 14%, then we could sugpest
Oli® s 8% 1..; a Dellar Per Person Cﬂnmu.mnr}f added to the congrega-
0ill to go to the World Union for Progressive Judaisu, or

wove to IJu with the underatdnn1nb that the add1t10n¢* N

cvae would go to Israel projects. t was your judgment that if hh
fwwen Tae addilitional per cent, we would have to split it with the

Ceasw o 'S program in Israel. I pointed out that if so, this would
T ¢ us more than $150,000, whicl is about $45,000 over our

Gevac..s contribution from congregations ($82,000 to Dollar Per Persoa
wiem 1 ei,000 direct to WUPJ). We agreed that we would centinue to

. 5<wss whis matter until the decision concerning the Klutznick
Jooes. became clearer. My own feeling is that the Dollar Per Person

“or wuitd is the most preferable.

thji‘“fﬁ Sction C-ﬂ-nl‘.'.\'

UNION OF AMERICAN HEDREW CONGREGATIONS
2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, NW., WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20036. Tel. ICODE 202) Se7-2e00



Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath -2 - August 9, 1971

(Under any circumstances, it should be clear that the World
Union will continue to raise funds from Sisterhoods and individuals
beyond whatever fyunds come from the above mentioned sources. It
should be clear that at the very minimum, even if we have gone for
the 14% Klutznick report and even if it is passed, there should be
a resclution calling on all congregations to add the Dollar Per
Perscn to the bill -- which is essentially a reaffirmation of the
voluntary Dollar Per Person we now have.)

I want to stress the importance of increasing the operating
budget of the World Union. From my perspective this is prerequisite
for any progress, and frankly 1 would not be interested in assuming
professional responsibility for the WUPJ if I did not believe that
it could and should become a major force in the Reform movement and
in world Jewish life as well as in Israel.

(3} PRiennial Resolution

Once we know what decision will be made on operating budget
funds, we will decide about a resolution -- whether it should be
in the President's message or elsewhere.

(4) Timing

We discussed when I should officially assume responsibility
for the World Union. We agreed that as soon as possible after the
Biennial -- I imagine that December 1lst (and in this Bernard Bamberger
concurs) would be best, but under no circumstances should it be any
later than January 1lst. There is a problem in connection with Bill
Rosenthall-- as to when a terminal date should be set. I indicated
that, as far as I was concerned, even after I toock over, if Bill did
not have a position, he could continue, assuming that funds to pay
him were available, but frankly, I think it wise for me not to be
invoived at all in the decision concerning a terminal date for Bill.
It is important that there be no delay in this matter because if we
are talking about implementing all of these programs, we must do so in
the period immediately after the Biennial, Whatever resolution is
passed concerning operating budget will take a great deal of work to
implement. We will have to develop a good brochure for the World
Union, commence with reorganization of the North American Board, etc.

(5) Salary

I indicated to you that I had discussed a salary figure with
Alex, Bamberger and Shankman. The figure discussed was
plus full union pension. In addition, I have discussed with Alex
the fuct that a letter shodld be written indicating that I retain

liy tenure with the UAHC.

S e —
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(6) Budget

You suggested that I draw up a tentative budget. I have done
so for the administration only (attached). Since many of the itcms are
unknown, the budget is very tentative. At the proper time Alex and
Josh will have to work with me on it. The other items will remain as
they would normally have been, at least for this year, with the under-
standing that we will expand our programs and as more funds are avail-
able, we will develop a new budget for the following year,.

(7) The Jewish Agency and Appointment on the Executive

My suggestion is that Alex send a letter, after communicating
with Dave Polish, to Pincus. Rough draft of letter is enclosed.

(8) Negotiations for the Land in Israel

Fred Gottschalk is leaving for Israel this week. He will
negotiate with the government for a final agreement. As of now there
are several possibilities. Assuming the figures of the government's
clearance costs of IL1,700,000 are corroborated, he will offer the
government half, on the grounds that they have already given us half
of the land for nothing. If there is a significantly lower clearance
cost figure, he will offer that amount.

(9) Relationship to College

We have agreed that at the earliest possible date you, Alex,
Fred and I should sit down and put into writing the exact relationship
between us and the College concerning land use, responsibility for
raising funds for building, and use of facilities. I assume that this
can be an addendum to the Memorandum of Understanding of April 5, 1571.

(10) Formal Action by UAHC Executive Board and/or Board of Trustees

We agreed that a special resolution adopting the Jerusalem
project should be approved by the UAHC Executive Board -- you indi-
cated that the Board of Trustees may have to endorse the project

officially.

We agreed that a high level Jerusalem committee of potential
big givers should be created. I already have a list of a dozen or
so names I have either contacted or initiated contacts on. (One of
these names is Koffler of Toronto -- I have already spoken to Gunther
about him and Gunther is supposed to be sounding him out. You are
to try to set up a meeting sometime during the holidays when I,
together with you, would speak with him.)
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(11) Development Plans

I am awaiting your response on the enclosed plan which would
be used as a basis for making a fund raising pitch.

RGH/cf
encls.
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Date _August 23, 1971

From__ RABBI RICHARD G. HIRSCH, Director

To ___Rabbi Alexander Schindler

Copy for information of _

Subject

Enclosed is my memo to Bernie and Maurice.

You should note that I do not intend to go into ihe
Lxecuiive meeiing of the World Union without a clear under-—
standing and full agreement between the four of us prior to
the meeiing on the agenda items.

RGH/c f
encl.

-.Rc' Iﬁin Ws ‘74cﬂan Ccﬂ ter

UMNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 TEL. (CODE 202) 3472800
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PRECIS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
September 9, 1971

INSTITUT INTERNATIONAL d 'ETUDES HEBRATQUES. Mrs. Daniel reported at lunch
that the Paris Institute wos in a grave [inanelal situstion and requested
whatever aid the World Union could give, She said closure of the School
might become necessary.

RABBI JAY KAUFMAN, Tribute was paid to the late Rabbi Jay Kaufman and it
was moved that a tokea contribution be eventually made to the appropriate
Memorial Fund,

TRANSFER OF HEADQUARTERS TO JERUSALEM, Dr, Bamberger recalled the decision
of the Governing Body and said the action had taken pluace because the avail-
ability of land in Jerusalem and the expectation of Rabbi Hirsch's aliyah,

Hz proposed Haobi Hirsch be appointed Executlve Director as of January L, LOT2,
anrd that a special committee work out details of his cmployment as well as

the terms of Rabbi Rosenthall's retivement, The president said Pubpi Hirsch
would remain in the United States for a limited perliod and while continuing

to work in Washington would spend some time in New York; perhaps full transier
could take place within six months. Announcement of the transfer would he
made by Dr. Bamberger at the Los Angeles UAHC Biennial, but the responsi-
bility for the creation of the World Center in Jerusalem would remain with

the UAHC and HUC~JIR. Habbi Hirsch's salary would be pald from the UVAHC budget

—

It was observed that the continuance of a New York office would be necessary
for purposes of fund=raising in the U.S, and guidance of the Latin American
program, Definition of the precise work of the office would be delayed until
it was known exactly when Rabbi Hirsch would leave for Israel. On the question
of increasing funds for the WUPJ, it was suggested that for the present the
UAHC Israel Committee enlarge the size of its grant. The North American

Board was to be reactivated and renamed the Inter-American Board, on which
there would be Latin American representation.

Confirmation of the appointment of Rabbi Hirsch would take place by the
Governing Body at the Geneva Conference, It was moved that as of January

1, 1972, Rabbi Hirsch would assume the Executive Directorship and that a
committee be set up to work out particulars with Rabbi Hirsch and Rabbi
Rosenthall, The president appointed as committee members Dr. Wice, Dr.
Shankman, Mr. Friedman, and a UAHC representative to be named by Dr. Eisendrath
{Rabbli Schindler). Miss Evans spoke with gratitude of the work of Rabbi
Rusenthall, and the president suggested a later occasion for such expression,

L972 CONFERENCE, Inasmech as insufficient information had been received
From Geneva, discussion propused that if satistactory response was not at




: nppnn M mhwn maekn
WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM

13 King David Street 13 11T 1m0 M
Jerusalem, Israel Tel. 234-748, 132-444 Sp o
Office of Exseutive Director *P¥a3n Ar31nn nawd

30th April, 1931
MEMORANDUM

from: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch
to: Mr. Theodore Broido, Rabbi Ira Youdovin

copies to: Mr. Gerard Daniel, Mrs. Ruth Daniel, Rabbi Roland Gittelsohn,
Rabbi Paul Kushner, Mrs. Norma Levitt, Mr. Samuel Perelson,
Mr. Matthew Ross, Rabbi Alexander Schindler

subject: ARZA-WUPJ relationships

I am writing this memo for the record to both of you as I indicated I would
(with copies to those involved leaders who participated in the discussion
at the World Union Executive meeting or will be involved in future discussions.

First of all, the positive. 1 am delighted that ARZA has embarked on an
intensive membership campaign. As we all know, the forthcoming World Zionist
Congress is crucial for ARZA. If we do not utilize the Congress as a
motivation for enlisting Reform Jewish strength in the United States and
around the world to gain more mandates to the Congress and therefore to have
a greater voice in the workings of the World Zionist Organization, then the
waiting period of at least four years until the next Congress will be too
long to sustain the interest. Therefore our membership effort is a prere-
quisite to validating our claim to have a stake in the management of the World
Zionist Organization. Once we began the process, we cannot permit ourselves
to remain inactive. To that extent, therefore, every brochure, every speech,
every enlisting of a member is constructive. No one has a greater stake than
do 1 personally in the success of ARZA-ARZENU, because I am the one who is
on the firing line in Jerusalem and as you can see from my letter to Dulzin
of April 27 and the discussion which took place at the Executive, the destiny
of ARZA-ARZENU and the World Union areintertwined.

Enclosed is a memo relating to the membership drive.

However, unfortunately the coordinating process we established has not
functioned. Some of the fears I expressed repeatedly as reasons for not
splitting the ARZIA-WUPJ office have come to pass.

A prime example of the lack of coordination is the campaign to put ARIA
membership on congregational billings. When it was agreed that the World
Union would assume responsibility for the 55 Per Family Campaign and in so
doing the WUPJ undertook to give the first funds to the Union's youth
division, in effect the World Union was buying the franchise of the
congrepational framework to solicit funds for Israel programming of both
the World Union and the Union. That franchise was based on a series of
ongoing resolutions repeated regularly at the UAHC Biennial conferences.




1 quote the last paragraph of the 1973 resolution: '"We further reaffirm the
1971 Los Angeles resolution urging 'all congregations to develop a regular
framework for the solicitation of funds, either through special drives or
by congrepational billings or other effective means' and urge that the
standard be set at §5 per member family." It is clearly ridiculous for
there to be two separate Israel Campaions centered at 838 Fifth Avenue,
asking all of our congregations to put both the $5 Per Family and the ARZA
Membership on the membership billings. No one in his right mind can under-
stand such duplication. In fact it was the very reason why you, Ira, first
suggested that the 55 Per Family Campaign should be taken over by the World
Union because you, as the one responsible for conducting both campaigns,
realised that the efforts would be competitive, confusing and counterproductive.

I have said to you, and I repeat, that had there been a consultation in
January or February in the light of the context in which we find ourselves,
namely a do or die effort for ARZA prior to the Congress, I might not only
have agreed, but would even have taken initiative to get the World Union
lecadership to agree to forego the $5 Per Family Campaign and to put all the
effort into ARZA., However, your failure to consult never gave the opportunity
to coordinate.

Another unfortunate aspect of the failure to coordinate is the contents of
the literature which has been distributed by ARIA. There are many inaccurate
statements in the literature which has been produced and which, had the
coordination process functioned, could have been corrected. I start with

the most glaring: the green brochure which fortunately was seen by Paul Kushner
prior te being sent out, but nevertheless was printed and would have been
distributed had it not been for strong objections. After describing the
situation with Rabbi Zemer, the brochure says '"Rabbi Zemer's difficulties are
typical of what our Israel Movement faces until it receives full rights and
recognition. Their strongest resource is ARZA, which is Reform Judaism's
voice in the World Zionist Organization. Were it not for ARZA and the
resolution on religious rights it sponsored at the 1978 World Zionist Congress,
the Tel Aviv Municipal Council might never have resisted the threats of its
Orthodox members, even in the face of legal action." That statement is
simply not true, and everyone knows it. Their strongest resource is not
ARZA. There was no relationship between the Congress resolution or ARZA

and the legal/political battle which the congregation and the World Umion
have waged for 12 years to get rights. As for Reform Judaism's voice in the
World Zionist Organization, there are two voices. The World Union's voice
and role in the WZO are prominent (represented incidentally by Alex Schindler
and Dick Hirsch), but almost never does the ARZA literature mention this fact
of two separate forms of organizational identity. And all Israel programs
and achievements are placed in a setting as if ARIA is responsible for
everything. The next statement is even more misleading: '"We have the land.
By renewing your ARZA membership now, you will be helping to build a Reform
synagogue in Israel." Is any comment necessary as to the accuracy of this
statement?

Throughout ARZA's literature there is either a failure to mention the World
Union or an underplaying of the World Union. For example, the brochure
entitled ""Let ARZA open the doors of Israel for you" says "Our Israel office




will contact the land operator and guide to make all the necessary arrange-
ments." What Israel office? Would it not have been just as easy to say
"The office of the World Union'" which is the reality of the situation, since
it is the World Union office which has coordinated all of the efforts and is
willing to do so in the future? Why not say so?

The brochures state that ARZA supports the World Union for Progressive Judaism
and contributes to the "building of Reform Judaism in Israel." Again, I say
halevai. And hopefully the day will soon come when ARZA's budget will support
World Union programs in Israel. However, in the absence of any real tangible
support to date, the failure to mention the World Union time and time again
when it would be easy, fair and accurate to do so is deliberately misleading
and fails to offer the kind of support, at least in writing, which would be
conducive to ARZA chapters and members indeed giving support to the World
Union and its various programs in Israel.

There are many other aspects of content which, had a consultative process
pertained, would have resulted in more accurate information on the Zionist
Congress and perhaps more effective literature.

You state, Ira, that putting ARZA on the bills is good ultimately for the
World Union's Israel Campaign, because it is clearly understood that the
placing on the bills is a one-time request only, and that for the ensuing
years those congregations who comply will be asked to transfer their billings
to the $5 Per Family Campaign (or to the $10 Per Family Campaign, in consonance
with the $10 billing request for ARZA). This commitment is reassuring, bhut

it does not preclude the prior consultation and coordination which should

have taken place.

What to do? Obviously we cannot continue the way we have been going. The
sad reality is that neither the ARZA campaign nor the Family Campaign nor
the World Union fundraising campaigns are going well and none of us will have
enough funds to operate or to fulfill our ongoing budgetary commitments to
staff and program. We are confronted by a situation where a handful of us
committed to identical goals, bound inextricably by interdependent institu-
tional frameworks - the UAHC, WUPJ and ARZA have permitted a competitive
situation to develop which is a recipe for frustration.

I repeat what I have said many times before. We have one common purpose.
The separate organizational structures are merely a means to activate
American Reform Jews to be concerned about Israel and world Jewry. Our
objectives are ideological commitment, participation, financial support and
the bringing to bear of our movement's impact on Israel and world Jewry.
The only way for us to achieve those objectives, particularly confronted

by the mass indifference of Reform Judaism's rabbinic and lay leadership,
is to play as a team.

I suggest that those members of the team who will be present at the CCAR
get together in June in Jerusalem for a preliminary meeting and that we then
convene a full meeting in September in New York at the time of the UAHC and
ARZA meetings.

Ted, I recommend that you, as chairman of the coordinating process, assume
responsibility for setting the time and place of these meetings.
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MEMORANDUM |

Theodore K. Broido Date 5/14/82

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

Donald S. Day

I have received your note concerning your discussion with Gerry Daniel.
Let me respond.

A/ 1 have po objection to inviting him to Board meetings to bring a
brief report. However, our past experience is that it is never
brief. Please remember the Biennial. 1 know he will not be here
in May, but we will certainly invite him in December.

B/ I know Gerry would like to be an ex officio member of the UAHC
Board, as he would all other Boards, HUC, CCAR, etc. He is dead
wrong. There is no constitutional way of doing it. We could amend
the Constitution to make the President of the World Union a member
of the UAHC Board. Conceivably, the president of the World Union
could be some one not from the United States and therefore not
eligible under any circumstances.

The fact is that we are a constituent of the World Union and enjoy status
on his Board. The World Union is not a constituent of the Union and
should not be granted ex officio status on our Board.

At one point in the past, the Nominating Committee asked Gerry Daniel (prior
to his presidency of the World Union) to be a member of the UAHC Board. He
turned them down and urged them to appoint Ruth, which we did. What he

now proposes is that Mrs. Daniel should sit on the Board in an elected

spot and he should have ex officio status. I think it is chutzpah.

I am perfectly willing to invite the president of the World Union on a

regular basis to attend our Board meetings. The reality is that Gerry
does anyway, because he accompanies Ruth. Ad personam is one thing.

Officially, it does not make sense.
ED

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100
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PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 9th May, 1982
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Mr. G. Daniel,
Polly Park Road,
Rye, N.Y. 10580

Dear Gerry,

Thanks for your letter of April 29, 1982. In response to your question,

I, Steve Schafer and Allan Levine went to Akiva Levinsky last year to ask
for a larger allocation for the UAHC Youth Department. He tried the tactic
of putting together all of the contributions which were received by the
entire Reform movement, namely: the Union's Youth Division, the HUC-JIR
(which receives at least $50,000 annually from the Jewish Agency and $£50,000
from the Joint), the World Union and ARZENU. He said that collectively,

the Reform movement was already receiving 8 significant sum of money. I
told him that it was not fair to do that, and that if he were to put together
our Reform contributions that way, then he should do likewise with the
Orthodox. The reference in my memo of April 22 is that in response to my
criticism that he had not provided us with the information which he had
originally committed his staff to provide, he said that I had convinced him
in that meeting last year that he should not look at the total contributions
received for the Reform movement; so since he had not used the collective
approach for the Reform, he did not want to use the collective approach with
the Orthodox.

Of course Akiva's approach is gratuitous and evasive. There is no question
that there are vast sums of money which are going to Orthodox institutions
from many Agency-WZO departments, some of which I am convinced Akiva does
not even know about himself, since he has never taken a good look at it.

We are beginning to build pressure and I do believe that it will result not
only in our getting a significant contribution for the Youth Hostel, but also
for the purposes of the entire Reform movement as well. The Youth Hostel
request for $1,000,000 is to come before the Jewish Agency Executive at its
meeting in June, and I have been building support for it. This is a very
delicate matter, and I want to coordinate all the relationships myself, in
order that there should be no missteps.

Special note to the others who are receiving copies of this letter: I did
manage to secure copies of what is known as the "Internal Budget" of both
the Agency and the WZ0 and met with Merle Kohn for about an hour and a half
to go over the various items in the budget; also am meeting with two of his
accountants. Unfortunately, in this "Internal Budget" too there is not
nearly enough detail and so we will not be able to get a complete picture.
Merle will work on it (we agreed on an hourly fee) and when Ira is here
will give us a preliminary report. However, we shall have to keep digging.
I have some other meetings scheduled in the meantime.




I have spent many hours trying to figure out the actual expenditures of both
the Jewish Agency and the WZID, as per my letter to Levinsky of January 29,
1982, It is such a mess and is so complicated with each department having
its own arrangements with Orthodox institutions, and the treasurer and the
chairman each having his own arrangements and with special arrangements
between the Israeli government and the Agency-WZO, that it is impossible

to find a consistent pattern. I am convinced that no one, including the
chairman and the treasurer, knows the actual sum-total of amounts given to
the various institutions. All I do know is that we are talking about tremen-
dous sums of money. Included in the various arrangements, believe it or not,
are Israeli government funds sent through the WZ0-Jewish Agency to Orthodox
yeshivas abroad. It is such a can of worms that actually it is quite
frightening. This of course is on top of whatever arrangements have been
made with the Aguda and NRP for government funds to Orthodox institutions

in Israel. Speaking personally, I do not begrudge Israeli govermment or
WZ0-Jewish Agency funds going for Orthodex Jewish education and youth work.
However, it should be done in systematic, orderly, open transactions on the
basis of real merit and not on the basis of political deals, and there should
be equitability among all movements. There should also be strict accounta-
bility. None of the above exists. This should be a source of great concern
to us.

In addition, a good deal of money is being given to sustain institutions
which are anti-Zionist. It is a paradox that among the institutions heavily
supported are those whose students throw stones on the Ramot road and who
actively preach anti-Zionism, in Israel and abroad.

Gerry, I agree with you. Eventually we shall have to go to the Jewish Agency
leadership in the United States, but we should do so in a responsible and
constructive fashion and this requires getting as much information as possible
as well as organising the non-Israeli lay leadership to ask the right
questions. Will talk to you about this when you are here.

Bivracha,

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch

cc. Mrs. Raquel Newman-Naymark
Rabbi Roland Gittelsohn
/ Rabbi Alexander Schindler
Mr. Theodore Broido
Rabbi Ira Youdovin




HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION

CLIFTON AVENUE. CINCINMNATI. OHIO 45220

April 23, 1980

The Honorable Teddy Kollek
Mayor of Jerusalem
Municipality of Jerusalem Bldg.
Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Teddy:

It was pood to receive vour letter of Nissan
April 15, 1980 - more or less. I too am sQ
last month when our Board of Governors mg
pleasure and privilege of crdaining th
finished his course of study at our Je

Richard Scheuer has been epipdwered by 3y hihive Committee, which met in
Cincinnati om April 13th ] : Moshe Safdie to resume the
planning work for the sitg { jcooverEation with Dick just yesterday,
and I believe he is schedliled to meet witl Safdie on April 27th in Boston. Be-
. 14/ to put certain express needs up front;
pk. Dick has our view very ¢1ear13
Safdie will be a very fruitful one.

that you are msking progress in the planning and build-
« This is hardly the best of times in terms of economic

We are very much enjoying our new campus in New York, and I extend a heartfelt
invitation to you to come and visit us at One West Fourth Street, which is

located on the western edge of the NYU campus, The building is one of these rare
phenomena which was planned well, bullt on time, had little overage in projected
costs and is mostly paid for. I can only pray, and since I am in the business I
can say that freely, that whatever we undertake in Jerusalem will move as smoothly
and as expeditiously under your firm direction. I think we have a chance of doing
Just that.

With thanks for your good wishes and warmest reciprocal regards, I remain,

Yours sincerely,

AG:rws Professor Alfred Cottschalk
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MAYOR OF JERUSALEM

Nissan 29, 5740
April 15, 1980

Dr. Alfred Gottschalk
President

Hebrew Union College
Clifton Avenue
Cincinnati, 20, Ohio

Dear Fred:

I was sorry not to be in Jerusalem last month when you
were here with your Board of Governors. I understand
from Ezra Spicehandler that the meetings went well and
that the formalities relating to the land have been
finalized,

I want to urge you to proceed with the planning work, as

I understand you intend to, as expeditiously as possible,
This week Moshe Safdie was here, together with the top
brass of the Rouse Company, who we hope are going to build
the Mamilla Project.

We are making progress in this part of the city which will
be greatly enhanced by your campus, I also believe that
the next few years will be a good time to build in terms
of the building industry.

I look forward to hearing from you on the progress youn
are making.

With best wishes for the success of your undertsking, and
warm personal regards, I remain

Yours sincerely,

TE/fm Teddy Kollek
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29th April, 1981

Mr. Raphael Kotlowitz,
Dept. of Aliyah § Klitah,
W.Z2.0.,

P.0.B. 92,

Jerusalem

Dear Raphael,

I am in receipt of your letter to me of March 16 which arrived during my
absence abroad, in response to my letter to you of March 4.

Your letter is not at all satisfactory. I was:given to understand that there
are written instructions regarding converts given to the shlichim. You
yourself showed me some written document at the meeting in Caesarea. I would
therefore appreciate receiving a copy of everything which the shaliach rec-
eives in writing, including the material prepared by the Ministry of the
Interior or other government agencies.

We continue to receive reports of shlichim around the world who ask probing
questions of Reform and Conservative converts and make statements which are
contrary to Israeli law. For your information I enclose an excerpt of the
statement of the Minister of Justice Shapira speaking on behalf of the
government representing the official government policy and delivered in the
Knesset in February of 1970.. We continue to receive reports that the shlichim
are not instructed properly in this matter,

Even in your letter there are a number of matters which clearly do not reflect
Israeli law. For example, the statement that '"The question of conversion
arises when the applicant comes from a non-Jewish family and is not married to
a Jewish partner" is not accurate. We know of many instances where the issue
has arisen when the non-Jew is married to a Jewish partner. Another example

is the last paragraph in your letter: '"We request, in addition, that the shaliach
explain that according to the law as it is today insIsrael, the Chief Rabbinate
has jurisdiction over personal status and within this jurisdiction it recog-
nizes only conversions which were performed by a Rabbinical Beth Din, according
to the Hakchic Code." Standing by itself, this is not an accurate statement.
The Chief Rabbinate has jurisdiction over personal status only of persons who
come to it to desire its services. The Chief Rabbinate has not been assigned
with responsibility by the State for determining who is a Jew.

We therefore recommend the adoption of a written policy statement which should
reflect the laws of the State of Israel. I was told that there was such a
statement already prepared, but if, as you say, there is no official statement,
then the best way to handle this matter would indeed be to prepare one. We
wpuld be glad to make comments on it before it is officially adopted. I
believe that such a statement would be in the best interests of your department,
would eliminate the potential areas of conflict between the shaliach and Reform




and Conservative rabbis, and would be to the best interests of potential
olim as well.

Bivracha,

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch

cc, Mr, Leon Dulzin
Representatives of Reform and Conservative movements

enc, Statement made in the Knesset on 10th February, 1970,
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"The response of the Minister of Justice Yaakov Shimshon Shapira, indicated

the reason why the words "according to Halacha'" had been specifically and
consciously omitted.

Speaking on behalf of the Government, Mr, Shapira declared:

"Much has been said here, and in great measure correctly,
4b (of the proposed amendment) says: "For purpose of this
is a person born of a Jewish mother or who has converted, and is not a
member of another religion", that this is essentially the same as the
directives of the Minister of Interior of January 10, 1960, This is
correct, but not entirely correct. For there it is written "who converted
according to Halacha'" and here the phrase "according to Halacha" is
omitted, It is completely clear and the reason is extremely simple.

There are numerous Jewish communities,,.,. How much do we know about
Jewish communities in the Caucasus, for example? But we do know that
there are Liberal, Conservative and Reform Jews of all kinds and that

they perform conversions. Therefore I (as Minister of Justice) do

not want to fix Halachot nor am I authorized to fix Halachot. We
therefore say that whoever comes with any certificate of conversion from
any Jewish community, as long as he does not profess another religion,
will be accepted as a Jew. What is the meaning of accepting him as

a‘Jew? He will enjoy all the rights of the Law of Return, he will be
registered in his identity card as a Jew." (Knesset Record p.781).

that paragraph
law, a Jew

The above position of the Government was confirmed in a private meeting with
Prime Minister Golda Meir, in the course of which the Prime Minister gave
assurances that the State had no intention of intervening in the conversion
procedures of the Diaspora. For the purpose of Aliyah and the Law of Return,
the definition of the respective movements in the Diaspora would be accepted.
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28th April, 1981

Dear Colleagues within the World Union and ARZENU,

Enclosed is a letter I wrote yesterday to Arye Dulzin. The letter is
self-explanatory. I am sending it to you because I believe that we

are now at the initial stages of a fight which will involve all of us
for some time. The issue is clearly related to the political situation,
Most parties prefer the status quo, do not want elections and fear that
the Reform and Conservative movements will begin to play a greater role
than heretofore in the WZ0. There.seems to be every indication that
there are a coalition of forces at work which include the Orthodox,

the Likud groups and some members of the Confederation. Of the
Confederation members of the Executive of the WZ0, I believe that Hrg."
Faye Schenk and Avram Avichai are with us and see the broader picture,
The others do not.

At the same time, I am sending you other matters related to our concerns,
including correspondence with Raphael Kotlowitz, head of the WIO's
Department of Aliyah and Klitah,

Bivracha,

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch
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27th April, 1981

Mr. Arye Dulzin, Chairman,
World Zionist Organization,
P.D.B. 92,

Jerusalem

Dear Leon,

I am dictating this letter to you immediately following today's meeting
of the Executive of the WZO0.

I was deeply disturbed by the tone of the meeting, also the clear feeling
that those who spoke about '"double representation' had obviously had
discussions on this matter beforehand and that you had been involved in
these discussions and were personally sympathetic to the position expressed.

In order to prevent any misunderstandings, I am hereby reiterating the
position which I took both at the meeting and with you personally afterwards.
The issue of '"double representation'" is motivated primarily by political
considerations and is unrelated to the original motivations for the
affiliation of the world religious bodies with the WIO and the subsequent
organization by Conservative and Reform Jews of independent Zionist parties.

You yourself, both because of your personal predilections and in your position
as chairman, were supportive of the efforts to affiliate the World Union

for Progressive Judaism with the WZ0 and also to organize ARZA-ARZENU. In
fact, to your great credit, you saw the potential and in almost every step

of the way took initiative to facilitate the affiliation process.

You said in today's meeting that you are primarily concerned about the
"double representation" on the Executive of the WZO. It is therefore important
to reconstruct the history of '"representation" on the Executive.

In 1968, three rabbis representative of the three major streams were added

to the American Section on an ad personam basis. In 1972 I'was asked by
Louis Pincus and the Executive to become the representative of the Reform
Movement on the American Section and was elected at the World Zionist Congress
in 1972, In 1973, when we were contemplating aliyah, Chairman Pincus and the
Executive reaffirmed, prior to my aliyah, that I would continue to serve on
the Executive in Jerusalem. After having served on the Executive both in

New York and Jerusalem, and after discussions with you, Louis Pincus, Charlotte

Jacobson and others, we initiated the process of affiliating the World Union
for Progressive Judaism. As you know, that process took over two years and
was not consummated until the official affiliation in January of 1976. The
only change in WZO Executive representation made as a result of the WUPJ
affiliation was that in addition to a seat on the Executive in Jerusalem
(which we already had by virtue of my presence), we received another seat




in an observer status in New York (Rabbi Schindler). It is important to note
that even before we completed the process of the World Union's affiliation,
there was some discussion about adding a representative of the Reform Movement
to the American Section on the grounds that the American Section should reflect
the character of American Jewry and that it was therefore essential to have
someone sitting in New York representative of Reform Judaism.

The other consequence, representationally speaking, of the World Union's
affiliation was that in keeping with the pattern which had been established
for all international organizations, the Reform movement received 5 delegates
at the Vaad Hapoel and 15 delegates at the Congress, with the understanding
that there would be no right to vote on issues affecting personnel. The
reason for this was accepted by all, namely that since the World Union for
Progressive Judaism did not participate in the voting process, it had no
right to "reap the benefits" of the voting process,

To summarize this first stage, the sum total of the "benefit" of the WUPJ
affiliation in terms of representation on the Executive was the addition of
an observer on the New York executive. Is this a "major issue" which now
requires deliberation and debate?

The first group to look with approval on the World Union affiliation was the
Mizrachi. I still recall that immediately following the announcement of our
intended affiliation, the Mizrachi representatives on the Executive,
specifically Rabbi Mordechai Kirshblum and Rabbi Emanuel Rackman announced
that they were in the process of encouraging the World Conference of Synagogues
and Kehilot (the closest equivalent of the World Union for Progressive Judaism)
to affiliate with the WZ0 likewise. Obviously at the time they looked upon
the World Union affiliation as a positive contribution and saw no duplication
or "double representation' in there being both a Mizrachi (an independent

group of Orthodox Jewish Zionists) and an international organization repres-
enting Orthodox synagogues. It is important to remember that the steps to
affiliate the Orthodox World Conference of Synagogues and Kehilot were
initiated long before anyone ever thought of organizing an ARZA-ARZENU within
the -Reform Movement. It was only after the Reform and Conservative began to
organize an individual, independent Zionist movement from within their
respective groups that the Mizrachi and other groups suddenly began to talk
about "double representation". If the concept of two forms of affiliation
within a religious movement was invalid, why did notsthe Mizrachi represen-
tatives prevent it from within their own group?

The next stage was the development of what eventually became ARZA in the
United States, Kadima in Canada, Pro-Zion in England and Australia, DIZA in
South Africa and LJG in Holland -- and the establishment of the Brit Olamit
ARZENU, You personally were involved in every step along the way and gave
every encouragement to the developments. In fact, after the elections took
place before the 29th Congress and ARZA had received 9 seats, it was you who
first took initiative to suggest that the parties with which you were affi-
liated would provide three additional seats in order to make the quota of




12 for a "siah". You strongly recommended at the time that we should remain
independent of any other group and that you would see to it that the three
additional Congress mandates would be provided "without any strings attached".
After considering the matter and after reviewing it with other political
groupings, we decided to fellow your advice, and we then began the process

of establishing a "siah" and waiting to hear from you concerning who the
three additional mandates would be. A delegation met with you before the
opening of the Congress, and was told that the three additional mandates
would indeed be given, but only with "strings attached". It was only after
that great disappointment (which nevertheless was a valuable learning
experience) that the ARZA delegation accepted the offer of the Labour Movement
to fulfill the very conditions which you had originally proposed, namely

the addition of three mandates "without strings attached". Labour kept its
word and it was clearly understood that the affiliation would be limited to
the period of the Congress itself. Immediately after the Congress, a letter
was written to you by Rabbi Roland Gittelsohn notifying you that the Labour-
ARZA relationship was discontinued. Ever since, there has been no formal
relationship between ARZA and the Labour Movement, and in the meantime the

Brit Olamit ARZENU has been established and considers itself completely
independent.

Raising the issue of "double representation' is contrary to everything which
you and the more enlightened leadership of the WZO have stood for, namely the
opening up and expansion of the Zionist Movement in order to pursue the obj-
ective of making the WZ0 the most democratic, comprehensive representative
group in world Jewry. This was the significance of the thrust of the

Caesarea meetings and of everything which you and we have been saying publicly.
The affiliation of the Conservative and Reform movements gives the World
Zionist Organization access organizationally to an additional three million
Jews who are potential members of the WZO and this access should be opened
widely and every means be utilized to affiliate as many of these Jews as
possible. The discussion which took place today will set in motion a process
which will result inevitably in extended bickering, perhaps lead to a court
test, and will inject divisiveness and sap the strength of the effort to
expand. Instead of generating a momentum for establishing the WZO as the
all-inclusive body of World Jewry, it will set in process a reverse trend of
keeping the WZO an exclusive club for the present membership who are interested
in retaining their power.

I urge you to reconsider the raising of this issue atﬁihis time, and also to
desist from personal support of those whose view of the WZO is short-sighted
and narrow. It is inconsistent with the historic role which you personally

have played and I believe would be deleterious both to the Zionist movement

and to your own leadership position.

Bivracha,

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch
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March 13th, 1581

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch

World Unicn For Progressive Judaism
l3 King David Street
Terusalem, Israel

Dear Dick:

It is always good hearing from you. Of course we are kept well-
informed about Yyour activities through various publications. Every
time I see your picture I wonder how you gtill look like a college
student while I no longer even own a comb. Well, with the price of
haircuts maybe I am the one who has the advantagel

With reference to the situation at the Aliyah Center, I delayed
communicating with you at the request of the individual involved.
Although I emphasized the importance of the isswe, Patricia does not
wish to be a "test case." In fact, she no longer has a desire to make
Aliyah., She explained that even if she "wins" she is not prepared for
future difficulties with government officials and certainly is not
desirous of being in the public eye., I understand but cannot agree,

On the other hand, as Tevye would say, given Patricia's attitude I feel
that she would not be a good test case. She would not be cooperative
and, based on some of her past actions, I am afraid that if she did

+ursue this she would back off at the last moment and cause embarrassment
to us all.

As one who likes to look at the positive side of an issue I think
+he above Information can really help make our peint. It would appear
that other rabbis are aware of situvations where individuals are intimidated'’
by people in "official" positions and because they gncounter difficulty
merely back off or pursue other interests. The government has no record
of these people and, when gquestioned, they can merely respond that they
have no record of any problem.

Would it be possible to initiate some “"class action” where a group
of us would present documentation for cases that never arrived at the
point of being officially processed since they were sguelched at some
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lower level? The government surely says 1t has not refused to process
regquests from non-Orthodox converts. We can agree and then additionally

chow that individwuals were turned away before they even had a chance to
make formal reguests.

The situation is similar to the defense set forth in some of our
civil rights cases. A school system may claim that it does not dis-
criminate against blacks. The records will show that not one black
=hild was ever mistreated. The records will also show that no black
~hildren were even allowed in the school system. I am suggesting that
these are analogous situations., What do you think? Is the logic sound?

In any case I am willing to help in any way you may suggest, If we
do not communicate by letter I will plan to visit with you at the CCAR
in June, The entire Benjamin family will be in Jerusalem.

Regards to Bella,

Rabbi Robert M. Benjamin

RME/be

MEMORANDUM from Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch

Another example of how hard it is to get test cases.
I believe it is at least nine months since we first heard
\ about this case from Robert Benjamin.
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Professor Michael L. Klein
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Dear Professor Klein,
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March 18, 1981

Due to an oversicht because your letter dated 22.2.81 moved around
between the Labour Party heedquarters and my office, I regret that

I did not reply to you.

The stand I took in the Labour Party Conference was in my own name
and had nothing whatsoever to do with the CCC, in which orcanization
every member is free to hold and express his or her own views on the
various issues, What I was opposed to in the conference was an
attempt to depart from Shimon Peres' Toronto declaration. This, in
fact, was a point that he made later during his intervention in the
debate. In my view nosn N> na1vm noan | We had to be mindful
cf the sensitivity of the subject, particularly so far as the
Oriental community is concerned, and of the elatoral effects of a
meve which would go further than what the ceneral consensus wants

at this point. You will have noticed that when, during the debate,
an amendment was introduced to recoonize civil marriage, it was

defeated by an overwhelming majority.

1 believe that we made a very considerable advance and it was wrong
tactics to try to aspire to more than could be achieved at this point
because it could well have been counter-productive. It seems to ue
that in this case the policy of shooting a Turk and relaxing is a

wise one.

I believe it is important that we make progress, but I would not want
it to be made at the risk of splitting the Jewish people, This was

continued ...
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Professor Michael L. Klein March 18, 1981

the basis of David Ben Gurion's policy over the years, Within
this framework, in my view, a considerable advance has been made,
both within the context of the political parties and - I know
for a fact - within the context of public epinion.
With best wishes.
Yours sincerely,
f.-'fa-ﬁf\ w"’\ :

Chaim Herzog)
(H:aa

cc: Dr. A. Gottschalk, President, HUC-JIR
VF‘.ahhi R. Hirsch, Executive Director, WUPJ




P.O, Box 394
Herzliya
[srael

March ?, 1981

Professor Alfred Cottschalk
President

Hebrew Union Collage

3101 Clifton Avenue
Cincinnatt, Ohio 45778
U.SA.

Dear Alfred,
Thank you for your kind letter of February 9, 1981,

Tt was not sasy to get our conference to approve the idea of an appropriates
status for all trends in Yewish religious experience. As you will know by
now, the idea of "equality" was not accepted, [ do not think that this is
a great shortcoming since ' doubt whether the Reform or Conservative
TJewish movements want to have an establishment including a chisf rabbin-
ate and other manifestations of establishment status in orthodoxy. The
important t ng is that our party would be committed to enact legislation
under which the Reform and Conservative movements could operate freely
without the harassments arising from the traditional discrimination,

't was good to work closely with Dick Hirsch in this matter. T know that
with hig intimate knowledge of Tsra=li politics he believes that the result
that we achieved is generally satisfactory, nor do T think that it is the
end of the road,

Warm regards,
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VERBATIM EXTRACT FROM MEETING ADDRESSED BY SHIION PERES, 17th MARCH 1981

Tane did rot niek up the guestion by Mr, Maleolm Slowe

Followins 48 yvhat M Peras nlieds

Well, we cannot help recognition, but equality depends upon you. Come already
to the country, and be as large as the other Synazogues are, end then you will
reach equality. VWe are for respecting the right of every Israell Citizen to
worship the Lord in the way he feels fit, yvet we are carsful not to divide

our nation; and, you know, it took Moses forty years te crose the desert and
recch the Land, We are having our forty years, not to eross a physical desert,
ut to cross ziw & division of a people, and build one people out of them, Wut
we respect ell streams, all currents in Jewish life, and that was the swwiwow

decision adopted by our Convention just & counle of months ago,

. SN AW

NORTH WESTERN REFORM SYNAGOGUE
Alyth Gardens, N.W.11
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Wednesday, 10th December, 1980
. ' MEMORANDUM

from: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch
to: World Union and ARZENU leadership
subject: Update on the Rights Issue.

We have been working with the various parties in the Israel Knesset to formulate
a "declarative" law which will affirm in general terms the equality of all
movements within Judaism in the State of Israel. At least two formulations of
the law have been made, one by MK Mordechai Wirshubski. His is supported
formally by Shinui, Independent Liberals, Citizens Rights Movement (Shulamit
Aloni) and Mapam. In addition, many individual members of the Knesset have
indicated their support of legislation of this kind. MK Avram Katz-0z, of the
Labour Party and a representative of Thud Hakvutzot Vehakibbutzim, has formulated
similar legislation.

On Monday December 8 a press conference was convened by representatives of the
above parties (members of the Labour Party and of the Liberals in the coalition
indicated theigsupport but were not able to be present), and representatives of
the Reform and Conservative movements. Separate statements were issued by each
of the parties and also by the Conservative and Reform movements ssparately.
Enclosed are copies of the press clippings. Considerable attention was given
to the proposed legislation by the public media.

Following the press conference, representatives of the Conservative and Reform
movements met with the caucus of the Labour Party in the Knesset and received
their agreement to recommend that their members approve of referring the proposed
legislation to the Committee, with the understanding that there would be freedom
of vote on the basis of conscience. This step by the Labour Party was most
reassuring and shows their sensitivity to our concerns following the severe
criticism of their position during the passage of the Chief Rabbinate Law.

Ak a meeting late yesterday, the members of the Knesset who support the bill
decided to delay presentation to the Knesset for a two-week period until after
the Labour Party convention, in order that there will be enough members of the
Knesset on the floor to support referral to the Committee.
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Translation of proposed legislation by MK Wirshubski

Basic Law: Equality of Movements within the Jewish Religion

j B

In this basic law - "a Movement within Judaism" is every one of the following:
a) The rabbinic movement - Orthodox

b) The traditional movement - Conservative

¢) The progressive movement - Reform.

. a) There is no discrimination between movements in Judaism.

b) Details concerning the assuring of equality between the movements in
Judaism will be established in law.

. a) In every law which is open to divergent interpretations, the interpretation

which is more likely to implement the equality between the movements is
preferable.

b) Any legislative directive which is accepted following the acceptance of
this basic law and negates or changes any directive in it is nullified,
except if it receives a majority of 80 members of the Knesset in every
stage of the legislative process.

. Sub-paragraphs (2), (3) and (6) of paragraph 2 of the Chief Rabbinate Law of

19380 are nullified.

Translation of legislation proposed by Avram Katz-0z, MK:

The Law of Equal Rights for Movements Within Judaism

1.

2-

Movements within Judaism including the Orthodox, Conservative and Reform
movements and others.

Discrimination between the movements in Judaism is forbidden, since it negates
the spirit of the State of Israel and its Declaration of Independence.

The Minister of Religious Affairs, with the authorization of the Committee of
Constitution and Law of the Knesset, will issue regulations for equality in the
budgeting of resources, financing and services of religion, rights of religious
institutions, etc., which will assure equality between the various movements
within Judaism.

In every place in the existing legislation where the word "Jew" is used, the
interpretation of 'Jew" will be as defined by every movement within the
Jewish people, including the Reform and Conservative movements.
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Jerusalem, 1 Tevet 5741
8 December 1980

PRESS RELEASE

The Movement for Progressive Judaism urpes support of the Basic Law for equality
of all movements within Judaism, which will be brought to the Knesset on Wednesday
(3 Tevet 5741, 10 December 1980) (attached, Wirshubsky)-

The Movement for Progessive Judaism, which is non-political, will support the
recognition of pluralism in Judaism and will encourage every initiation for legis-
lation in this direction (including the private bill of Member of Knesset Avraham
Katz-0z).

The Movement for Progressive Judaism does not require recognition of its existence
because, since its inception, Judaism has always recognized diverse, even con-
flicting, movements within its ranks. Millions of Jews in the more thén twenty-
five countries throughout the world who belong to the Reform and Conservative
Movements comprise the overwhelming majority of religiously identified Jews. But
these non-Orthodox movements are discriminated against in Israel and their rabbis
are nét authorized to perform rabbinic functions nor do they receive governmental
support for the religious services they offer, A law for equality for all move-
ments within Judaism will unlfy the Jewish people and draw Jews closer to tradition.

It will enhance freedom of religion for all in its Declaration of InﬂePendente.

The State of Israel which aspires to serve as a spiritual center for the entire

Jewish people must reflect in its policies the character and values of the entire

Jewish people.
.

I3 King David St. Jerusalem 34101 OYJWIM I3 717 7200 M
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By JUDY SIEGEL - .,

Jerusnlem Post Reporter

A Shinui-sponsored bill to in-
troduce @ Basic Law cstablishing
“equal rights™ for the Conservative

:E Reform movements in larael is
:np:..ucd to go to the Knessel
plenum tomorrow for a preliminary .
reading,

Leaders of the two non-Orthodox
movements and five MK supporiers
held a press conference yesterday in
lerusalem to
“discrimination” against their rab- 3
bis and members, and to demand
“religious pluralism"
Conservative and Reform
spokesmen said they support the
Shinui bill, a similar, privale
member's hill by Avraham Katz-Oz
of the Alignment u.r!d “any other bill ,
in the same spirit."

If the Shinui bill is passed, nun-
Orhodox  institutions would get

government funds on an egual basis !

denounce!®

in lsracl. The b declaration in Toronto last year o

" chance, given ..w.;ud:t ‘rurnl 5 re-
cent success in overcoming opposi-
tion Lo the Anatomy and Pathology
Law Amendment, Ll!‘l Mordechm
Yirshubski (Shinui) said that “the
real minority is Agwdat Yisrael™ and
that a majority of Knesset members
personally support such a bill, He

said he hoped most parties wall

grant their members freedom 1o
vote on the bill according to the dic- |
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10th December, 1930
MEHORANDUM

from: Rabbi Richard G. Mirsch

to: Theodor Droido, Gerard Daniel, Rabbi Roland Gittelsohn, Rabbi Paul
Kushner, Rabbi Mamdiffs:hindler, "

Enclosed is a memo written by Rasnan Weitz in preparation for the discussions
of the WZO-Jewish Agency Board of Governors in February. It relates to
and corroborites discussions which we have had.




PROPOSAL FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE WZO AND THE REDRGAHfZATIDN

"OF THE JEWISH AGENCY

A. Objective

The objective is to establish terms of reference for a review of the
principles governing the partnership between the WZ0 and the Diaspora
organizations comprising the Reconstituted Jewish Agency since 1971.

B. Historic Framework

The basic changes in the world Jewish situation since the founding of the
WZ0 in 1897 and the W.W.II Holocaust are:

1.

The existence of Israel and its acceptance as central to the
survival of the Jewish People.

The threat to the survival of Judaism in the face of the
assimilation process.

C. Common Tasks

B

There are today no basic differences between the objectives of
the WZ0 and the non-WZ0 groups in the Reconstituted Agency.

On the contrary, there is general agreement in both groups on
the historic aims of Zionism concerning:

a) The centrality of Israel.

b} The importance of Jewish Education.

¢) The need to involve the young generaicion in support of Isiael,
d) The importance of aliya from all Diaspora lands.

0f crucial importance is the fact that the Israeli political party
structure, as reflected in the WZ0, is totally irrelevant to the
overwhelming portion of Diaspora Jewry seeking to establish
meaningful ties with Israel. It is therefore timely that the WZ0
and non-WZI0 partners re-assess the nature of their relationships
within the framework of the Reconstituted Jewish Agency and draw
operational conclusions.




. Required Changes

1. The WZ0-Jewish Agency off a new Zionist entity must make it possible
for all Jews, who subscribe to the aims of the 1968 Jerusalem
Program, to register as members without necessarily identifying
with any of the existing Zionist parties in particular, or the
Israeli political party structure in general.

2. Contributors to the UJA or KEREN HAYESOD who sign the Jerusalem
Program should be enabled to organize themselves into independent
groups, on a geographic basis, within a broadened and reorganized
WZI0-Agency structure or, if not feasible, within a new Jewish
Zionist Movement for Israel.

E. Levels of Affiliation

1. Awareness: expressed through participation in general activities
3 of the Movement including fund-raising on the local or international
branch levels.

2. Involvement: expressed through personaleand family comnmitment to
Jewish-Zionist education; active leadership in decision-making
and implementation of policies, programs and activities of the
Movement.

3. Identification: expressed through personal and/or family aliya to
Israel resulting from association with the Movement.

F. Functions of the broadened W/0-Agency of new Movement

1. Functions in the Diaspora

a) Jewish Education, formal and informal, with a positive
orientation to the aims of Zionism,

b) Information, where the focus should be on the history and
goals of Zionism rather than the institutional structure
of the State of Israel,

¢) Volunteerism and Youth Work - The wide spectrum of activities
and projects involving overseas Jewish youth in learning and
living situations in Israel should be selectively organized
for each Diaspora community,

d) Faculty and Academia - Better coordination should be achieved
between the new Movement and the various bodies dealing with
the campus and professional groups in the Diaspora.

e




Functions in Israel

a) Immigration and Absorption, the latter to be administered
along the lines proposed by the HOREV Commission Report.

b) Agricultural Settlement, especially in the sparsely
populated areas ‘in the Galilee, Negev, and Pithat Shalom.

c¢) Youth Care and Training, to serve as a bridge between
the aliya of the children and others in the family.

d) Urban Absorption-in-depth, especially the neighborhoods
of Project Renewal and group absorption schemes in
urban frameworks.

G. Structure

To establish a new broadly-based WZ0-Agency or new Movement, the
following principles or organization should be applied:

1. Decentralization of Authority and Administration -
The Diaspora should be divided into countries and/or regions
with operative authority decentralized on a territorial and

functional basis.

2. A World Executive located in Jerusalem should be responsible
for the implementation of policy on an international basis.
A member of the World Executive should be responsible for the
coordination between a country or region and the overall policy
of the Movement.

3. Procedures of Organization:

a) Every Jew above the age of 16 to be granted the right
to vote on the basis of one voter-one vote; 18 to be
the minimum age for election to any post.

b) Local and national branch leaders to be elected on a
personal basis for four years, with a two-term maximum.

c¢) Committees to function on all local and national levels.

d) Representation of a country or region at the international
gathering (e.g., Congress) to be determined on the
democratic basis of one voter-one vote and the total number
of voters in each country or region (unless another format
is agreed upon).
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H. Collateral Activities of the broadened WZ0-Agency or New Movement

1. Planning

Short and long-range planning and evaluation procedures
to characterize all operations, programs and projects
of the Movement.

2. Effective System of Budgeting

A budget and control system with appropriate follow-up
mechanisms to be instituted in order to attain maximum
output and excellence in all areas of operation.

3. Information Center

The development of mechanisms to coordinate the flow of
data and information on the multi-faceted activities of
Jewish communities and their impact on Israel-Diaspora
relations.

4. Personnel

Personnel in local, national and territurfa] branches as
well as in Jerusalem, to be selected on the basis of job
qualifications, requirements of local conditions and/or
the specific funtion involved.

I. Operational Goal

The inclusion of WZ0 elements and Diaspora community groups within
one organizational framework will project the broadened WZ0-Agency or
new Jewish-Zionist Movement as the universally recognized instrument of
Jewish unity in behalf of Israel and the forces combating assimilation
in the Diaspora.

Raanan Weitz
Jerusalem
December 10, 1980
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FROM: RABEI RICHARD G. HIRSCH

TO: SELECTED LEADERSHIP

The attached is an English version of a Hebrew article which
will appear in the forthcoming issue of MIGVAN, the Labor Party's
intellectual journal.

There have been further developments as a consequence of the Chief
Rabbinate Law. Among them:

1. _Close collaboration with the Conservative movement. We have
organized a joint lobbying effort.

2. Meetings have been held with the leadership of the following .
parties: Labor, Mapam, Independent Liberals, Shair. The
latter three plus Ratz (Shulamit Aloni) and Sheli are supportive
of our positions.

3. We have drafted a revised version of the statement made by
Shimon Peres in Toronto (which we also helped formulate). The
plan is to have this statement signed by a select, cross-secticon
group of Labor Party leaders, who will then send it to all the
members of the Central Ccrmittee of the Labor Party asking for
signatures. In the Fall, prior to the Convention of the Labor
Party, a conference on religious pluralism will be held. This
will set the background for the adoption by the Labor Party of
the Religion-State platform. It will not be easy to get the
resolution through the Laber Party Convention. The closer we
get to the Israeli elections, the more likelihood of catering
to demands of the National Religious Party.

4. We have agreed to help in this preparation of a law (or laws)
to be presented to the Knesset assuring religious pluralism.
A committee of Knesset msrbers and legal experts is beginning
to work on this. They are discussing whether the law to be
proposed should be declarative only or detailed and specific.
Both forms will be prepared, and the decision as to what to present,
either one or both, will be made on the basis of a political
judgment. Shai is proposing a declaration law which it intends

g to present this week. However, it will go nowhere.
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THE CHIEF RABBINATE LAW -

LESSONS FOR THE LABOR PARTY

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch
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Thc-Chief Rabbinate Law has been enacted, but the eruption within and
withou. the Labor Party still conﬁinues to spew forth volcanic dust. What caused
the eruption? It is not my purpose to rehearse the facts or the events leading
up to the enactment of the law, but rather to explore the context of the contro-
versy and to draw some lessons for future policies of the Labor Movement.

.

Ostensibly, the remaining controversy is over one brief section 2(6) of
the legislation: "The functions of thé Council of Rabbig are: (6) Qualifying a
rabbi to serve as a marriage regi;trar." This section tfansfers authority to
recognise a rabbi as a "registering auth:'.rrit}r" from the Minister of Religious

Affairs, a civil servaﬁt, to the Chief Rabbinate.

We are told that the negotiations between the Labor Party and the National
Religious Party over the legislation extended over a year . , but the
controversial sectiéE.Z[ﬁj did neot appear anywhere in the legislation as originally
presented to the Knesset. It was obviously injected only after the announcement
by the Israel Progressive Movement that it was applying to the Minister of
Religious Affairs to have two of its rabbis recognised as '"registering authorities",
and the implication that it would appeal to the High Court if its appeal were
rejected. The Labor Party leadership claims that the section does not impair
the chances of gaining an affirmative verdict from the High Court, and that it
only '"photographs" current practice, whereby, in effect, the Chief Rabbinate
determines the eligiﬁility of rabbis. The legal experts of the Movement for
Progressive Judaism on the other hand claim that there is a significant distinction
between appealing to the High Court to have a civil servant (the Minister of
Religious Affairs) enforce civil legislation without discrimination, and appealing
to the High Court to obligate the Orthodox Chief Rabbinate to accord recognition

to non-orthodox rabbis. One does not have to be a legal expert to understand
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the distinction between the High Court's rendering a judgment in’ referrence to an
undefined, untested practice and-its rendering a judgment in referrence to newly

adopted legislation.

However, more is involved here than differences of opinion over legal
interpretations. What is really at stake is a struggle for the soul of the Labor
Party. Why pick on the Labor Party? Because all the polls indicate that after
the next elections tﬁe Labor Party will form the next government, with the
possibility that for the first time in history, Labor ma};'cumprise a majority
rather than just a plurality of the next-Knesset. The Laﬁcr Party is therefore

the major instrument for shaping the character of the State of Israel in the

future. .

When the Labor Party assumes the leadership, it will have the obligation of
creating a new order @nd the challenge of inspiring Israeli society to move in new
directions. What will be the Labor Party's positions, policies and practices in

relationship to religion-state issues?

The outcry against the pact between Labor and Mafdal on the Chief Rabbinate
Law was not so much over any specific section as against the implication that
the Labor Party was returning to "business as usual". The religious parties have
been accustomed to make demands as the price for entering into the coalition
government. These demands invariably represent encroachments of public.pclicy
into the private lives of citizens through the imposition uf religious ﬁracticés .
on the public at large [abprtiﬂn, autopsy, Shabbat observance are examples). They
include special privileges and exemptions, most notably exemptions from military
service for Yeshiva students and religious girls. They include demands to transfer

jurisdiction in areas of public policy from the civil authority to the Chief

Rabbinate and from civic courts to rabbinic courts. The demands also invariably




include budgetary allocations to synagogues, religious educational and welfare
institutions, thus increasing the expenditure of public funds and often without

adequate financial accountability to the public.

The "historic covenant" between Labor and Mafdal has been a covenant marked
by Mafdal's acquiescence to Labor's economic, social welfare and foreign policies,
in return for Labor's acquiescence, or at least adjustment, to Mafdal's demands
in the religious se;tar. The "historic covenant" was advantageous to both partners,

because each partner received more or less what it wanted in areas of primary

concern and compromised in areas of secondary concern.

The conditions which were conducive to the establishment and maintenance of
the "historic covenant" have changed drastically since Labor lost control of the
government. Neither the parties to the covenant nor the realities of Jewish life

are the same. Among these changed realities are the following:

1) The character of the National Religious Party

The National Religious Party is no longer a one-interest party. Its
participation in the Likud government has been marked by the fbrm;latiun and
advocacy of militant policies in regard to the settlements and the autonomy
negotiations. ‘The party has moved far to the right on foreign issues. Its
representatives have assumed key roles in foreign policy, the Ministry of
Education, and the administration of the economy. Even the Aguda hasibeen
given the chairmanship of-the Kn?55et Finance Committee. Given the history of
one-interest parties in gther democracies, this development was inevitable. The
pristine principles of party-founders change in response to changing conditions.

For any party to endure in a democracy, it must expand its interests in order to

appeal to broader segments of the dectorate. In the case of the National Religious
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Partf, its move to a more militant right-wing foreign policy has been motivated
by the attraction of supporters and potential supporters for Gush Emunim and

Tehiya policies.

The founders of Mizrachi were persons with a broad world outlook, with
contact and experience in the Jewish and secular world. The younger generations
of Orthodoxy, reared in a separate and separated school system in Israel, are
less saphisticaéed and more in-bred. They are grounded in a fundamentalist view
of Judaism which tends toward a literal rather than a liberal interpretation of
tradition. They are less tolerant, less willing to compromise, and more zealous
in pursuit of their objectives. Nowhere is the contrast more manifest than in
a ﬁumparison between- the liberal teachings of the saintly Chief Rabbi Avraham Kook

and the ideology of his son Rabbi Tzvi Yehudah Kook, the spiritual ideologue of

Gush Emunim.

Given the change in character and direction of the religious parties, their
demonstrated capacity to influence broad areas of public policy, and their success
in gaining vast new budgetary allocations for their own institutions, the National
Religious Party of 1980 will be far from being the docile partner of the halcyon

days of the "historic covenant",

2) The character of the non-Orthodox movements

The relation to Israel. The decade of the 70's witnessed histnric.davelupments
ﬁithin the Conservative and ﬁefurm ;ovements in tﬁcir rulatinnsﬁip to iiﬂnism

and Israel. The indiyidual members of these two major religious movements have
long been the primary financial and political supporters of the State of Israel

in the Diaspora. From their ranks have come the leadership of almost all the

major Jewish organizations dedicated to preservation of the Jewish people and its

heritage. However, in the last decade, not only the individual members, but the




established institutions of Conservative and Reform Judaism moved to Zionize the?r
programs. They built educational institutions in Israel and required all rabbinic
and education students to spend at least one year of study in Israel. They
encouraged the development of indigenous synagogues and schools in Israel. They
supported the establishment of Israel youth movements and camps. The Reform
Movement establighed Kibbutz Yahel and is in the process of establishing a second
kibbutz. The Reform Movement transferred its international headquarters to
Jerusalem. Both ﬁbvements affiliated with the World Zionist Organization. They
initiated programs of Aliyah. In sum, they have inteérated themselves in Israeli
society and have become full participants in the upbuilding of Zion.

In the Diaspora. In the United States, the vast majority of those who actively

identify with the Jewish community are affiliated with synagogues. The synagogue
sexrves not only as the Beit Hatefilah, but also as the Beit Hamidrash and

community center. In many communities, particularly the smaller ones, the

synagogue proVideﬁ.;he setting for the total expression of Jewishness. The rabbi

is more than just a religious leader. He also becomes the leader of the Jewish
community and its amabssador to the non-Jewish community. The rabbi and the
synagogue have become the major shapers of the Jewish pattern of living and the

symbol of Judaism's highest values. The sanctifying of the events in the life-cycle -
marriage, birth, Bar and Bat Mitzvah, death, conversion - all occur within the
framework of the Synagogue. Of those who identify with synagogues, no more than

15% are affiliated with Orthodox institutions. All others belong to the non-

Orthodox mpvements. Therefore for the majority of Jews, including tﬂe non- =
affiliated, these movements and their educational institutions have become the

prime instruments for Jewish survival in the Diaspora as well as prime instruments

for relating the Diaspora to Israel. These are facts which surprisingly are either

not known or not comprchended by many Israelis, but which any Israeli who has




extensive experience in the Diaspora will corroborate.

The demand for equal rights.: Conservative and Reform Jews will no longer

tolerate a situation where the Jewish State, to which they commit so much of
their energies and devotion, will accept their money and their political support,
but will reject their pattern of Jewish life. They cannot understand how a rabbi
ordained by an American Conservative or Reform seminary can officiate at religious
acts in the United States, but when he fulfills the Zionist mandate and comes

on Aliyah, is deﬁriVEd of the right to officiate at those same acts in the

Jewish State.

The Conservative and Reform Movements declare that their right to develop
indigenous movements in Israel should be recognized and supported by the State.
It should not be dependent on numbers or popularity nor subject to the approval
of the established rabbinate or the religious parties. Without Conservative and
Reform Judaism th®Te is no Klal Yisrael. They ask no one to read them into Klal
Yisrael and they permit no one to read them out of Klal Yisrael. If Israel is to
serve in deed, as well as in name as the spiritual home for all Jews, then it must
be home for all expressions of the Jewish spirit. If all Jewish movements are
to be equal partners in the upbuilding of Zion, then no Jewish movement can have

second class status., A silent partner cannot be a full partner.

3) The religious factor in shaping the character of Israeli society

E

Judaism is inseparable from the Jewish State. The preservation of the Jewish

people and the Jewish heritage is the raison d'etre %hr fhe State and the rationale
for its continued exisFence. According to all studies, the desire to live in a
Jewish environment is the single, most powerful factor in attracting Aliyah, even
as it is the most vital factor in preventing Yerida. The tragedy of contemporary

Israel is that most non-Orthodox Israelis believe that Judaism is rigid, retro-




gressive, authoritarian, inflexible, and incapable of adjusting to the demands

of a modern society. Paradoxically, they accept the Orthodox definition of
Judaism, but then reject that very same Judaism because it is irrelevant to their
own needs. The religionization of politics and the politicization of religion
have infringed on the integrity of both religion and the State. The greater the
religious caertign, the more Jews have been repelled from accepting Judaism's
message for their own lives.

For those Israelis who accept Orthodoxy, there is no problem of Jewish
identity, but the non-Orthodox, who comprise the majofity of the population, are
in search of their Jewish roots. They know that neither nationalism nor socialism
are sufficient to provide the intellectual and spiritual sources for a dynamic
Jewish society. They seek a synthesis between tradition and modernity, between
Judaism and Zionism. They seek a Judaism which demands social justice no less
than ritual observance. They seek alternate models of Jewish expression. For
some, Conservative and Progressive Judaism can serve as models; others will continue
to seek elsewhere. An Israeli society which aspires to be open, democratic,
pluralistic should offer many options for affirmative Jewish ways of living, and

all options should have equal validity and opportunity in the eyes.uf the State.

It is in the context of the above new realities that reaction to the Labor
Party's vote on the Chief Rabbinate Law was so critical. The critics both from
within and without were admonishing the Labor Party leadership not to revert to
old habité and anachranistié leiciés, bur rathér to respond to the new réaiities

with new and relevant approaches.

Much has been written about the "historic covenant" hetwcen_Labor and the
Mafdal. There is ancther "historic covenant", unwritten, but even more firm and

enduring. That is the covenant between 2ll enlightened forces striving in behalf




of the creation of a just society. Rights for the non-Orthodox movements will
never be acquired in a vacuum.- All social issucs are interrelated. There is no -
compartmentalization between religion and life. A person's religious views reflect
his views toward society in general. He who is a reactionary in religion will
tend to be a reactionary on all social issues and conversely he who is liberal
toward divergent religious views will tend to be more moderate in his polifiﬂal
view. It is no coincidence that a high percentage of those Orthodox Jews who

are advocates of Df Veshalom are also advocates of rights for the non-Orthodox

movements.

Therefore, the relationship between Reforn Jews and Labor Zionism, though not
spelled out in a coalition agreement, is embedded in a binding compact of mutual
concern and common cause for the creation in Israel of a socially progressive and
enlightened society. In the United States, it was Reform rabbis who took the lead
in the establishment—of the American Labor Zionist Movement and the Histadrut
Foundation. In the current 5truggie over the settlement issue the vast majority
of Progressive Jews in Israel and abroad support the policies advocated by Labor
and oppose policies of the Likud. Reform Judaism looks toward the Labor Movement
for support of its programs of Hityashvut and Aliyah., And ﬁimilaély, it was
assumed that the Labor Party would support the struggle of the non-Orthodox

movements for recognition and equality.

It was in keeping with this pattern of expectations that Labor did indeed
support and even initiate the resolution on religious pluralism in the last World
Zionist COng;ESS, It was in this context that Reform Jews anticipated and welcomed
the statements made by the Chairman of the Lgbor Party at the Union of American

Hebrew Congregations Convention in Toronto in December 1979, and at the World Union

for Progressive Judaism's International Conference in Jerusalem in February 1980.
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However, truth be told, the expectations have not always been fulfilled.
Labor, when it was in power, permitted a constant erosion of the status quo in

religious matters, and in the Chief Rabbinate Law has supported another erosion.

The Labor Party requires a thorough-going reevaluation in order to bring its
policies into line with its ideals. In defending the vote of the Labor Party in
the Chief Rabbinate Law, some leaders declared "Labor is not anti-religious",
meaning that Labor is not anti-Orthodox. The very use of the term "Dati"
(religious) isconfusing, because the non-Orthodox movements also consider themselves
"daﬁi". To these "religious" movements bélong the majority of the "religious" Jews
of the world. And if the term "Dati" is used to mean Orthodox, then the Conservative
and Reform movements are dlso not anti-Orthodox. Quite the contrary. They consider
Orthodoxy to be an essential force in the struggle to preserve the tradition.
However, they reject the Orthodox establishment's contention that the non-Orthodox
movements have no right to exist, let alone be recognised. They reject the
Orthodox establishment's use of its political power, to oppose the non-Orthodox
movements. Through its compromises with the radical forces in Orthodoxy, Labor
and the other political parties have permitted the State to be exploited as a
political instrument to pursue Orthodox religious objectives which Ehuuld
legitimately be pursued through education and moral suwasion. Orthodoxy's -
rejection of non-Orthodoxy is in itself an anti-Dati phenomenon. By catering to
Orthodoxy's denial of reality, the Labor Party is being anti-Dati, anti-liberal

Judaism.

The Labor Party of the future will have to understand the new realities and
adjust its policies accordingly. Much more is at stake than the rights of the
non-Orthodox religious movements. At stake is the Labor Party's capacity to be

true to its own professed ideals. At stake is the very character of Israeli
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society and its relation to World Jewry. Few issues are as highly publicized as
the religion-state issues. The current religicn-state relationship with its
discrimination against two major religious movements projects a distorted image
of Israel as a theocratic, closed society. It discourages immigration, injects
divisiveness within world Jewry, and impairs the relationship between Israel and
the Diaspora.
It is fﬂllaci;us to contend that the religion-state stance of Labor will be
dependent on the number of votes Labor receives. Should Labor establish a
government without the Mafdal, no one éxpects the entire religion-state accommo-
dation to be overturned over-night. Orthodoxy has legitimate concerns and needs,
and Labor is obligated-to take these concerns and needs into consideration. But
likewise Labor should take into consideration the legitimate needs and concerns of
the non-Orthodox movements. One does mot preclude the other, nor contradict the
other, The Labor Movement must formulate policies which accommodate the
heterogeneous Israeli society - and attract the masses of World Jewry to identify
with Israel affirmatively. These policies should include: the adoption of a
platform along the lines of Shimon Peres' statement in Tbrcﬁto; the enactment of
appropriate legislation by the Knesset; administrative implementéticn by government

agencies; and the inclusion of representative non-Orthodox religious Jews in the

Knesset and governing bodies of the Labor Movement.

The Labor Party is hopefully entering an era of rebirth. To paraphrase the
traditional circumcision prayer: May a reborn Labor party renew its covenant with
its own highest ideals, be respectful of our Torah tradition and lead the nation

in the performance of good deeds.




RABII ROLAND . GITTELSOHN, I. 1, Sc. D,

TEMPLE ISRAEL
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 0225

June
Four

Rabbi Steven B. Jacobs
Temple Judea

5429 Lindley Avenue
Tarzana, Caiifornia 91350

Dear Sleve:

Not having had an oppartunity to consult the others
to whom you sent copies of your 29 Mey letter to iAlex,
this has to be entirely my own immediate reaction.

0f course, I share with you both the anguish and the
anger evoked by the treatment received by your con-
gregant in Israel.

My own sugpestion is that he contact Rsbbi Richard
Hirsch in Jerusalem. ARZA hges to have a repre-
sentative in Israel before very long, one of whose
functions will be exactly to handle this kind of
case. Meanwhile, I think Dick is the one best
qualified to give advice. It may well be advisable
for Tom to go through another conversion in Israsl,
supervised by one of our Progressive rabbis there,
before pursuing the matter furthsr. I would think
that might greatly strengthen not only his personal
case but the case of Reform Judaism pgenerally. Dick,
however, would know much more about it than T.

Bubbles joins me in affectionate good wishes to Ginger
and yourself.

Shalom,

Ribbi Roland B. Gittelsohm

Rabbi Schindler
ee: Rabbi Erwin Herman

Al Vorspan

Tad Broido
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Rahbl Steven B, Jacobs
Tesple Judea

5422 Lindley Avenue
Tarzana, CA. 91356

Dear Steve:

Sune 3, 1580

Thank you Tor lhlrilg Tom Lavy's letter. 1, in turn, am
taking the 1fberty of sharing 1t with Dfck Hirsch, whe co-
1-:11-ltlil{ arrived here fn New York today. I thiak he 13

Ehl persos est qualified to seek to be of assistance to the
evy's.

Roland, Ira and Ted will be 1n Israel later this month for
the Jewish Agency meatings and perhaps they can sesk te be of
ald, together with Dick, The problem 1: a difficult one and
I'm not certain what can ba done but I know our pecple will
do their best.

Wi1th fondest regards fros house te house, 1 am
Sincerely,

Alexandar M, Schindler

gc: Theodode K. Lreido
Rabb{ Rolamd B. Gittelsohn
Rabbi Erwin L. Herman
Rabb{ Richard 6. Kirsch
Hr. Tom Levy
Albert Yorspan
fRabb! Ira Youdavin
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May 29, 1980

Dear Alex:

Enclosed, is a self-explanatory letter from one of my
‘congregants.

I appeal to you to give assistance in this much-needed
area. I am sure that this is not new to you, but I want
to do everything to assist him that is possible.

I have sent copies of this note to you and the accompany-
ing letter to our colleagues listed on the bottom. Please
advise me as to the process I should follow.

With much love from house to house.

Shalom,

-

Rabbi Steven B. Jacobs

Rabbhi Alexander Schindler, President
UAHC

B38 Fifth Ave.

New York, NY 10021

SBJ :jw
enclosure

cc: Rabbi Roland Gittelsohn
Rabbi Erwin Herman M
Al Vorspan

Ted Broido
Tom Levy
Temple Judea / 5429 Lindley Avenue, Tarzana, California 91356 [ 987-2616
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Rehov Hachida 95/6
Shikun Yud ileph
Eeersheva, Isrzel
5 May 1980

Dei.r Rabbi,

How ire you? I hope this letter finds you and your family in gocd health and
spirits, I thought I would write to you about our latest adventures with the
Israeli Ministry of Interior. Unfortunately, it looks as if ve may have to tuke
Alini's cise to the Supreme Court.

After apilying for our Temporary Resident cards in September I received mine in
November but Alinz never sot hera. Ve also became new imigrants in Nowvember.
After five months of proerastinations by the Beershev: Ministry of Interior, we
finally received an answer two weeks ago that the Ministry in Jeruszlem seriously
mestions the validity of Alina's conversion dacument. The Jerusalem Ministry
told us to have the converzion document auvuroved by the loc:l (Crthodox) Ribinate.

Tils of evurse mesms= iniediste rejection if we invelve the loe~l Rabinste.
I went to the Hebrew Tnion C.llepe in Jerusalem =nd they zrrnged for us o meat
i lawyer in Tel Aviv, The lawyer is a2 fine fellow =nd seems very cop ble of deing

the best for us. However, the tining of the conversiocn may be problematic. 'This
is prob-bly the weskest point in our cise. Due to the rapildity of the conversi-n,
I don't think we will stand much of a chance of winning the csse. However, I anm
particularly intereated in fighting the caze through.

Sever:l bleak points emerge from the entire episode. Pirstly, we Jews of the Reform
movement are looked upon in Israel in a condescending fashion, Of course the Israeli
government is more than happy to take money raised by Refprm congreg:tions for

for building and maintaining the state. However, Reform Jews are infact regarded

as misguided sons of the Jewish faith who, once in Israel should be 'obliged to

follow the Halacha.

Many so-called "secular" Jews in this country do not subscribe to, the dietary laws,
going to Synagogue, or even sending their childern to a fashi?aﬁil':he:r casually

le've all gquestions concerning religious Judaism to the orthodox Rabinate. Though

the Reform are sfill considered 'misguided' Jews, our beliefs concerning the important
.issues of birth, marriage, conversion and dezth are rot tolerated here. In Amerieca,
Reform Jews are raised or educated as liberal thinkers, with more emphasis on our
sense of history and concerm for our fellow man than on the refinements of reli ious
ritual, I will not try and erase those beliefs and conform to something which is

not o part of me.

Terhaps we did go about the conversion too quickly. However, I believe everything

was done in a way which was appropriate to our situation and therefore the correct
thing to do, We did not come here to become a part of some orthodox fraternal
broth:-rhood which looks upon itself as having the right to settle in any part of the
11:74 of Isr &Y, T came to Tarael becanse T beliewe that as Jews with our unigue
historicrl experience, we can live in the world cormunity as ourselves, with othars.

I don't know if I can macept living in Israel it my own people can not tolerate

the viriation snd distinet nature of the Jews themselves. In a way, this kind of
narrow mindedness is a microcosm of the orthodox establishment's world view concerning
non=Jewish humanity.

I hwooe that we win our case. If so, I will try and help the Reform movement obt:iin
a wore equal footing here in Israel., If we loose, we will probabl ctay for a
few vearz ind move on in the mear future, alli the best,

Tom
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\NORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISN\
) NNTINR NIT'T R0 TR

bj Morth American Board
April 9, 1880
PRESIDENT:
Rates 0=, Danvod H, Wice (L. 5.4} =
HON. LIFE PRESIDENT: tﬁf{cmﬂph Davis
Riabti Dr. Solomon B Fresncl (LS A )
ROESrEREIL: 838 Fifth Ave.
e New York, N.Y. 10021
Radoi Or Al W Freclgnder
Grmat ] 5
&gﬁ;ﬂﬁﬁrm;m Dear Mr. Davis:
R rod Golschai (U 5.4)
RabeD 3 L - ~ 4 . .
mlﬁiﬁwmm Ira Youdovin has forwarded your bill which I have discussed in dg.-tall
T Y P with Ira and Dick Hirsch. Both Ira and Dick tell me that the slides
mfs{:':;;:ﬁ::fsmm' are beautiful and will be of great value to the World Union. Our
s ookt thanks go to you and Tana Hoban.
B Maroel Groilaammes [France)
SN0 Y Y Do oy o The World Union does not want either you or Ms. Hoban to pay out-of-
e e, pocket for materials or services used on our behalf. Had there been
M3 Dirvid M. Lavitt (U154 ) a more detailed discussion with Ira or Dick prior to your taking the
WCE CHAIMAN photographs, we would have asked that you limit the amount of film
el s used for this purpose. But the film has been shot, so we will pay for
W5, Gamard Diarced (1.5 4 ) b & st -
e, Extard Gioiel {Grmaet Britainy)
PRl We do not, however, believe that World Union should be responsible for
Mo Barsaem Jacgos (Grest B charges of $50 for "extra days in Jerusalem' and $200 for "personal
G Mg : time'". Both Dick and Ira had the clear understanding that you were
wol (3, Mariafions* 3 * = . &
T prene1s33) graciously volunteering your services to the movement while on a pre-
Pty L Bpecs lanned visit to Israel. You, Ralph, have done this on previous occa-
(15381953 p P
ThHon, Ly, Montagy® sions and we have been extremely grateful for your generosity and the
R e s quality of your work.
[1959-1364)
R i We believe firmly that had it been your intention that the WUPJ would
N, D cormission Tana Hoban, who is certainly a world-renowned artist, our
RS Mo B financial obligation should have been discussed in advance.
(97213
Ly Enclosed please find a check in the amount of $529, which covers film
processing itemized in your memo of December 4, and also $135 travel
g and living expenses in Israel.
EXECUTIVE DIREC TOR:
Alabis De Fichard G Hi {laFam] = . =g om
m:mfc:mnm;::‘ or We believe that this payment is the most eqﬁlsable way of reconciling
c - - .l - - .
A el R the misunderstanding without penalizing anybody
continued....
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- a Py FIrT, ’ P g | A Ty . -l Ly - .
BoA Fih Avenue New Yo MY 100651 o (212 25590130 T 13 Xine Oavia Streel. Jerussten: lsras! o 07-2534-T48



Mr. Ralph Davis April 9, 1980
UAHC

I sincerely hope that this solution will be acceptable to you and Ms. Toban
so that enjoyment of the wonderful fruits of your creative endeavor need not
be tempered by any further disagreement over funds.

Cordially,

Ruth Daniel
Chairman,
Budget and Finance - WUPJ

RD:bd
enc.
cc.: Mr. Samuel S. Perelson
v Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler
Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch
Rabbi Leonard A. Schoolman

P.S. Please understand that the foregoing deals exclusively with photography
undertaken for purposes other than the arrangement you made with Rabbi
Robert Samuels on behalf of the Leo Baeck School. The LBS project is a
separate matter in all of its aspects.



‘R\.IH\ Daniel
'F’a”}f Pdr"k .Eaa&

Ha rrison, New Yark
(Mail: Rye, New Yark 10580)

April 4, 1980

Rabbi Ira S. Youdovin

World Union for Progressive Judaism
838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10021

Dear Ira:

I am answering your letter of March 18, 1980, regarding
Ralph Davis.

Your proposal to give Ralph Davis an advance of $2,000

does not sound advisable to me, World Union for Progressive
Judaism, according to our records in New York, did not
commit itself to any contracts.

If we go on making payments for commitments not made by

us, not discussed at the Executive Meeting, we will run

into deficits which are uncontrollable, I suggest that

we bring this matter up at our next Executive meeting on
May 3rd.

Best regards,
s /;{'frh -//
Ruth Daniels

RD/ddt



April 3, 1979

Rabbi Moshe Zemer
Kedem Synagogue
20 Carlebach St.
Tel Aviv 64730
ISRAEL

Dear Mel:

I was thrilled to receive your letter of March 15. Mazal tov! The
granting of the land for Kedem Synagogue's Congregational Center has
been a long time coming.

Good Tuck on your fund raising campaign. I am confident you and the
members of Kedem Synagogue will undertake this campaign with great
devotion and commitment and that you will be aided in this effort by
leaders of the WUPJ,

With warmest regards from house to house and best wishes for a sweet
and beautiful Pesach, I am

Sincerely,

Alexander M, Schindler
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70 CARLEBACH ST. TEL-AVIV 64730 ISRAEL, TELEPHOME: 257621, 410985 :1a%0 44730 JTARIN 20 13Y2P ‘M
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KEDEM SYNAGOGUE Tel-Aviv Prngresswn Congregation T
NNTPAD
RABBI MOSHE ZEMER 10T WD 1wl : L N TAN-IN.
16 Adar 5739 i} L .
15 March 19?9 LP 74 §;q
F Lr L
Rabbi Alexander M, Schindler e pﬁ i
President \ﬂ)-'f 1Y e rv 1%
Union of American Hebrew Congregations . L ﬂ\ L '
838 Fifth Avenue . tJ:VJﬁ\ iV ﬂJV
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Ugar Alex, ;KE;r

It's a great pleasure for me to inform you that last week the Tel
Aviv City Council finally ratified the grant of land for Kedem
Synagogue's Congregational Center. As you know, this is the climax
of our struggle of more than 12 years which included a Supreme Court
case against the Tel Aviv Municipality.

As you can see from the enclosed clippings, it was quite a difficulf
campaign, illustrated by the reaction of the representative of the
religious bloc in the municipal coalition. In order to overcome the
opposing pressure, we spoke to every councilman individually, be-
cause we had to guarantee an absolute majority of 16 of the 31 mem-
bers of the Council and not just a majority of those present. When
the Mayor brought the matter to vote, 19 voted in favour, 5 opposed
and 2 abstained,

Now the ball is in our hands, When we expressed our thanks to the
Mayor and councilmen, we informed them that the World Union for
Progressive Judaism has scheduled the groundbreaking ceremony of
our Synagogue-Center during its International Conference in Febru-
ary 1980, This means that we must now take the initiative and work
hard to assure the fulfillment of our commitment to erect a Syna-
gogue-Center on this choice plot of land, which has been estimated
to be worth about & 750,000,

Cordially,

r""ﬁi{.f
Rabbi Moshe Zemer

Enclosure




Xilt-furm congregation
igets Yarkon land
.TEL AVIV. — The Tel Aviv
Munlcipal Execulive yeaterday ap-
| proved the use of one dunam of land
for & reform congregation's com-
munity centre, municipality |
.#pokesman Amikam Shapira an- |
p nounced.

Use of the plot, near the Tlrkﬂnj

NRP man opposes
TA Reform centre

Jerusiulem Post Reporier
TEL AVIV. — Deputy Mayor Haim
Basok, representative of the
religioia front In the municipal coall-
tlon, yesterday expresaed vehement

; 1 1 | Exccullve
. |, River, was firsi approved 4 | objection to the Municipa
* faeculive in 1971 thrrf h;mcgfﬂz i: decislon to allot the Tel Aviv Reform
o [ ministration Commitlee In 1972 l congregation space for & community
* |, Shapira sald, 1 cenire.
| Tel Aviv's Munlcipal Executive

t [riderusalem Post it still had to win’
munlelpal councll approval.

[ Reform Rabbi Moshe Zemer was
happy with the decialen but told The i

decided on Sunday to allot one
dunam near the Yarkon River for
the Reform community. based on an
Exccutlve declslon of 1871,

« The congregation's 130 families | 1 s
and many hurdreds of non-members 5 Hﬁmh sald he ia making "'every -,:r+
s } have been using a hall on Carlebach f§ 4| fert’” toprevent approval of the decl-
Street for prayers and soclal ac-F 4| slon when it comes up in rl1-u- City
Hvities, including courses and Jrnul.hr n Councll, He told The Jerusalom Puast
welubs, Zemer sald. 1 P that, should the declslon be approved
Feat, e _L: & f'— pJA }_‘}9 it by the councll, he will call on Interior
a 'L e| Minister Yosef Burg to prevent im-

n plementation.

“Of course we are against this
g. | decislon. The Reform congregation
s | s & forelgn body and might cause &
a | division In our communily, which Is
« | _united now,"” Basck sald.
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TA okays site for
Reform community

By MICHAL YUDELMAN
derusalem Post Reporier
TEL AVIV. — The Tel Aviv
Municipal Councll on Bunday ap-
proved It executive's decislon to
grant land for & Reform con.

gregation's community centre,

The executive and eouncil had ap-
proved such a declsion In 1971, but
because of political pressures within
the munieipality, the land was never
granted, & munleipality spokesman
told The Jerusalem Post

Reform Rabbl Moshe Zemer said
yesterday that his congregation,
numbering 500 active members and
several hundred others, has been
waiting 12 vears for & community
centre. About A vear ago the con-
gregation appealed tothe High Court
of Justice and received an Interim
infunctlon agalnst the Tel Aviv
municipality. "Now, of course, we
will cancel the application.” Zemer
said.

Deputy Maver Halm Basok.
represcntative of the religious fae- |,
tions, told The Post last week that if
the councll approves a community |}
centre for the Reform congregation,
he will ask interior Minlster Yosef
Burg to prevent implementation of
the declslon. ""The Reform con-
gregation will cause a rift in the
Jewish community., We have enough
problems without It,"" Basok was

quoted as saying., o s i3
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() bl Alexander M. Schindler .
| January B_IIr 1980

bi Ira Youdovin

I discussed your projected Israel journey with Dick. You have my
authorization to go. It is understood that your tickets and your

expenses will be picked up so that the cut-of-pocket expenses
will be at the minimuam.

Have a nice journey.
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MEMORANDUM

from: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch
to: Selected leadership of WUPJ, UAHC, ARZA

subject: Some thoughts on Institutional Objectives and Frameworks

This memo is based on one major premise: there is one, united Reform

(Progressive) movement.

It has been many years since the leaders of the American and world organizations
sat down to discuss goals, institutional relations, financial matters, personnel
and other areas of mutual concern. It is time to reinstitute this discussion,
broadening the table to reflect recent developments. This memo is intended to
provide, in some detail, information on the evolution of our programs and
institutions to date, a pre-condition for creative future planning. Special
attention will be given to fundraisiné, since all the institutions involved must
solicit support for worthwhile projects from essentially the same sources. The

memo begins with the Six Day War period, which represented a major turning point

for Reform Judaism, as for world Jewry.

World Union. Until the Six Day War, the World Union had been primarily concerned
with activities in Latin America and Europe. Comparatively modest sums had been
raised to provide seed money for programs around the world. Rabbis were sent to
Latin America and Europe, as well as South Africa and India with the understanding
that the congregations which were developed would eventually become self-sustaining.
For the most part, this objective has been achieved; only Latin America still
requires continuing financial assistance. In only Latin America and France are
there today sizeable Jewish populations which offer significant potential for new

development requiring substantial sums from the World Union.



Israel presented an entirely different challenge. From the early 1960's, when
the World Union first sent rabbis to Israel, it was clear that in contrast to
other areas of the world, Israel, because of its unique character, would require
continuing investment of funds, and if the program were to expand, in vastly
increased amounts. In Israel, the World Union began to take on the character-
istics of an institution which operates programs on its own. In Israel, the
World Union became and remains the primary source of all funding, not just seed
money. Recognising this special character of Israel programming, even before the
Six Day War, the World Union appointed an Israel Committee, which was chaired by
Rabbi Jay Kaufmann, the Vice President of the UAHC, to initiate and foster
development of the Israel Movement. The World Union developed an association
with the Leo Baeck School and raised funds for the purchase of the building
housing the Harel Synagogue. At the time of the Six Day War, there were three
rabbis operating in Israel: the assistant to the principal at the Leo Baeck
School, the rabbi of Kfar Shmaryahu (later Tel Aviv) and the rabbi in Raqat Gan.
The three rabbis were wont to complain of inadequate financial support for them
and their programs. Following the Six Day War, two of them announced that they

were planning on returning to the States.

Establishment of the Israel Commission. The UAHC, along with its NFTS affiliate,

have been the backbone of the World Union. The World Union's primary lay and
professional leadership as well as funding necessarily have come from the American
movement, just as the American Jewish community in general has been the primary
source of funding for Israel. In September, 1967, with the trauma of the Six

Day War still poignant, the staff of the UAHC determined that the emotions which
had welled up during the War should be channelled. We felt strongly that the
Reform Movement had never come to terms ideologically, institutionally or
programmatically with the deep-felt emotional bonds which characterise the

relations between Jews in Israel and the Jews abroad. As a member of the staff



of the Union, 1 formulated a proposal for activating the UAHC in regard to Zionism

and Israel. The programs proposed were basically two-fold: 1) to support the

World Union in its activities in Israel with the aim of building a viable,

dynamic movement there, and 2) to activate American Jews in the UAHC family to

partake of the Israeli experience through educational programs in Israel and

support of Israel politically, culturally and economically in America.

I was sent on a study mission to Israel in behalf of the UAHC prior to the
1967 Biennial, and following an intensive two-week study returned with many
proposals. At the Biennial in 1967, the Israel Commission was formally
established. The resolution read:

""(We) authorize the Board of Trustees of UAHC to create a National Committee
on Israel, among whose purposes shall be: to advance, in cooperation with
the World Union for Progressive Judaism, the cause of Progressive Judaism
in Israel, to support existing congregations and to create new congregations;
to initiate a camp program in Israel and to encourage the development of
adult programs, including, if feasible, settlements under the auspices of
Progressive Judaism; to conduct vigorous campaigns to strengthen our
relations with the people of Israel and to educate our members and the
community at large on issues involving Israel; and to encourage the
formation of corresponding committees in every region and congregation.

In order to finance this work, the Committee is hereby authorized to
solicit from the entire constituency of American Reform Judaism, as a

voluntary offering, one dollar per year per person - man, woman and child."

It was initially proposed that the funds for Israel Commission activities would
be taken from the operating budget of the UAHC. One of the key phrases in
Washington at that time was the "reallocation of natiomal resources". 1 advocated

the reallocation of the resources of the UAHC to include the two-fold program



envisaged above. However, because of the UAHC budgetary deficit, rather than
taking money from the budget, it was decided that there should be a separate fund-
raising campaign, originally called the Dollar Per Person and later the Five
Dollar Per Family Fund. The objective was to enable every Reform Jew to

contribute and thereby be identified with the objectives of the Israel Commission.

The Israel Commission was envisaged as a coordinating agency comprising all the
constituent bodies of the North American Reform Movement concerned both with
developments in the Israel Movement and Israel programs for Americans. The
Commission was geared to lend support to the World Union programs in Israel, and
to undertake programs of its own in Israel for Americans, in areas where no
existing Reform Jewish agency had developed programs of its own. A major
objective was to establish an Israel Committee within each UAHC congregation,
which would be responsible for activating the congregation and sensitising it to
the programs advocated by the Israel Commission. A manual for congregations

was produced (two editions have been issued). In retrospect, it could be said
‘that the Israel Commission never fully succeeded. Only a few congregations
established effective Israel Committees and only a few of these functioned
consistently over a period of years. Similarly, the objective of a Dollar Per
Person which would have meant $1,000,000 a year never came close to being
attained. During the first year, £110,000 was raised;.lesser amounts in

succeeding years.

Distribution of these funds generated some controversy. At the time of the

1967 Biennial, a conflict in interpretation arose between Rabbi Jacob Shankman,
then the President of the World Union, and Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, then the
President of the UAHC. At the plenary discussion, Rabbi Eisendrath assured Rabbi
Shankman that whereas the Israel Commission contemplated expenditures on its own

programs, the World Union would have priority in the distribution of funds.
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Indeed, in the first year almost all funds distributed, £55,000, were allocated
to the World Union. The remainder was held in a bank, on the assumption that
as programs developed, the funds would be expended.

Professional direction. The original plan called for the appointment of a paid

full-time director of the Israel Commission to be housed in the House of Living
Judaism. However, once it was determined that funds were not to be taken from the
operating budget, and since no one knew how much money would be raised, I agreed
to serve on a volunteer basis and to run the operation out of Washington until
such time as a staff person could be appointed. My report following the trip to
Israel had included some critical comments about the work of the World Union in
Istrael. After the UAHC Biennial, Rabbi Shankman came to Rabbi Eisendrath and
proposed that in addition to serving as the director of the Israel Commission, I
should become the chairman of the Israel Committee of the World Union. I met
with Rabbis Eisendrath and Shankman to discuss the pros and cons of this. Both
of them felt it was essential for me to take on responsibility for both positions,
in order to achieve the closest coordination of the program and to minimize
potential conflict. At their urging I accepted, and ever since have been
functioning both in behalf of the UAHC Israel Commission and the World Union.
Despite the many problems of coordination which arose and still exist, it has
always been my contention that the problems were ket to a minimum by the fact
that one person was respensible. If two persons had been appointed, there would
have been inevitable conflict and, I believe, serious estrangement between two
institutions competing for funds from the same sources and fighting over the same

general turf.

Fundraising efforts. When the Israel Commission campaign was organized, the

World Union was concerned not to lose the income from a number of congregations

which conducted annual fundraising drives on its behalf (totalling annually
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between $8,000 - $11,000). It was agreed that those congregations would be urged
to continue to give to the World Union and that the Israel Commission would
consider these contributions as having satisfied the objectives of the Dollar

Per Person Campaign. This was a simple matter to agree to, since it was originally
understood that significant funds from the Israel Commission Campaign would go

to the World Union in any case. When subsequently I became the Executive Director
of the World Union, it was deemed essential to raise the giving sights of the
World Union, and to convert the World Union Campaign into an equivalent of the
Reform Jewish Appeal. On the other hand, the Israel Commission Fund, which was an
obligation to be imposed on everyone, was considered to be the equivalent of MUM
(Maintenance of Union Membership Campaign). In other words, the World Union
campaign was to be geared to a select group of individual contributors -- special
categories of Patron ($1,000), Sponsor ($500) and Friend ($100) were created.

The Israel Commission was to be a mass campaign, the purpose being to have as

many people as possible contribute and through that contribution identify with
Israel. When it became clear that the Israel Commission funds were not going to
meet the needs, it was deemed essential to encourage the World Union in every way

possible to go out on a more aggressive campaign for fundraising.

When it was first suggested to the Israel Commission by the Department of Youth
Activities that Rabbi Henry Skirball be sent to Israel to serve in a dual function
of coordinating American Youth Programs under the UAHC and initiating an Israel
program for Israeli youth under the auspices of the WUPJ, I proposed that the
financial responsibility for his program be split between the Union and the World
Union. However, the World Union leadership was not willing to undertake the
responsibility, feeling that it could not obligate itself over an extended period
of time for another person in Israel. Rabbi Skirball, therefore, went as a UAHC
staff person, funded by the Israel Commission funds. Thgﬁéggiie for both men's

salaries continues to be Israel Commission funds.
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When Rabbi Ira Youdovin was appointed to serve as the Director of the North
American Board and co-director of the Israel Commission, the UAHC portion of his
salary and office support budget were contributed by the Israel Commission. In
addition, the Israel Commission gave a fixed amount of $35,000 to the UAHC
Department of Youth Activities. With the assumption of these expenditures, and
with the decreasing income, insufficient funds were available for the World Union
general operations. Also, the World Union, responding to the expanding needs,

raised an increasingly larger portion of its own budget.

The North American Board. Prior to the move of the World Union from London

to New York, the North American Board had been the American arm of the World
Union, with clear functions and clearly defined leadership roles. When the
international headquarters were moved to New York, however, there was little
distinction in function or operation between the Executive Committee of the

World Union and the North American Board. There was much duplication in program-
ming. Funds were raised more by the key leadership of the Executive than by the
chairman or the members of the North American Board. Because the function was
so ill-defined, and because it was recognised that the North American Board
duplicated in great measure both the work of the World Union Executive Committee
and of the Israel Commission, a number of meetings were held in the years

1971-75 with the objective of trying to merge the Israel Commission and the North
American Board. These efforts were abortive, because ljeaders of both the Israel
Commission and the North American Board objected to losing their separate
jdentities. However, it was recognised that a problem existed and that neither
body was functioning with maximum effectiveness. This condition continues to

this day.

ARZA. ARZA has injected a new positive dimension of concern for Israel and

Zionism. Whereas until the development of ARZA the national constituents were



affiliated with the World Zionist Organisation on an organisational basis

through the World Union, ARZA represents a major effort to identify individuals
within congregations as members of the Zionist Movement. Rather than using the
Union, the region or the congregation as the vehicle, ARZA has as its objective
to develop chapters of individual members. This is a constructive development,
because it is an effort to personalise and individualise the Zionist dimension in
the lives of Reform Jews, having them identify formally as Zionists and assume
responsibility for undertaking Zionist acts. The organisation of ARZA (and
similar groups around the world: Kadima in Canada, Pro-Zion in Great Britain, Dem-
cratic Zionist Association in South Africa and a potential group in Australia),
represents a fulfillment and intensification of the initial purpose of affiliating
the World Union with the World Zionist Organisation. Just as Orthodox Jewry is
now represented in the World Zionist Organisation by Mizrahi (an individual
Membership organisation, organised along the lines of ARZA), and the World

Conference of Kehillot and Synagogues (an international organisation of

congregations), so do we now have two types of membership - organisational (the

World Union) and individual (ARZA, Kadima, Pro-Zion, etc.). The development of

two types of organisation has now also been completed by all three branches of
Judaism, in that the Conservatives have now organised Mercaz (the equivalent of
ARZA) in addition to the affiliation with the World Zionist Organisation on the
part of the World Council of Synagogues. This development of two parallel means
of affiliation with the World Zionist Organisation presents potential problems

as well as potential opportunities for the World Zionist Organisation and for each
of the religious groups in terms of their own internal relationships. The matter
is now being reviewed by the World Zionist Organisation and perhaps there may be
some recommendation forthcoming within the next period of time before the next
World Zionist Congress. However, it is clear that both forms of organisation
will remain and will be encouraged to develop, and even intensify their relationship

to the World Zionist Organisation.



As far as ARZA's relations to the other groups and institutions within the Union
of American Hebrew Congregations and the World Union family, these are matters
which require a clear-cut definition, with the objectives both of activating our
individual members and making our Reform movement as a whole more effective

within the world Zionist movement.
The relations between ARZA and the other instrumentalities within the Reform
Movement are determined by its Constitution and Platform. There are two key

paragraphs which should serve as a focus of our attention.

The ARZA Constitution, Article III, Objects. "The objects of ARZA are:.....

(c). To foster the development of Liberal Judaism in Israel in cooperation with
the World Union for Progressive Judaism, to reaffirm our commitment to pluralism
in Jewish religious life, and to promote the acceptance of such pluralism by

the State of Israel".

The ARZA Platform, Section IV, article 3, has this phrase: '"We are committed to

fostering, under the aegis of the World Union for Progressive Judaism, the further
development of the Israel Movement for Progressive Judaism, its synagogues and

its programs of formal and informal education. We are committed to strengthening
the work in Israel of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the World Union for Progressive Judaism

(a complete list of programs and projects is attached)."

From the above, it is clear that the institutional objectives of ARZA, the UAHC
and the WUPJ are interdependent. The World Union needs a broad body of support
which can come only from individuals such as ARZA members who are committed to
Israel in general and sensitized to the needs of our movement in particular. For

its part, ARZA, in order to have the proper motivation and involvement needs the
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Israel Movement for inspiration and a cause. This requires the closest coordi-
nation between the World Union-Israel Movement for Propressive Judaism and ARZA.
When one reviews the literature of ARZA in its organisational stage, among the
primary motivations for joining ARZA were those related to the program of the
Progressive Movement in Israel and to its struggle for rights. The relationship
between ARZA and these programs and concerns should be intensified. ARZA can
serve as a bridge between the American Reform Movement and the Israel Progressive

Movement.

ARZA is an individual membership organisation. Its task is to activate its
members and to enlist new members for two primary purposes:
a) to Zionize American Reform Judaism through education, political
action and educational life experiences in America and Israel

b) to sustain the building of Progressive Judaism in Israel

1f, as it now appears, the Israel Commission and ARZA may eventually merge
(though it is essential to sustain and if possible expand the Israel Commission
fundraising campaign), then the relationship between ARZA and the World Union
should be similar to that between the Israel Commission and the World Union. The
present jurisdictional understandings are as follows:

1) The World Union for Progressive Judaism and/or its agency the Israel
Movement for Progressive Judaism have primary responsibility for all programs
conducted in Israel by and for Israelis.

2) The Union of American Hebrew Congregations and/or its affiliates and
departments have primary responsibility for all programs conducted in Israel for
Americans.

3) Programs which involve Israelis and non-Israelis are undertaken
cooperatively with the respective institutions involved.

4) In order to assure coordination, new projects which affect existing



programs or relationships are to be cleared with the respective bodies.

Fundraising understanding. It is recommended that the same understanding which

existed between the Israel Commission and the World Union exist between ARZA and
the World Union: as a membership organisation, ARZA seeks mass identification and
participation, through membership dues, whereas the World Union-North American
Board is primarily concerned with education and fundraising for individual
contributions, preferably of $100 or over. ARZA can and should serve as an
educational instrument to provide background and a stimulus to fundraising in

behalf of the World Union.

ARZA-Israel Commission budget. Since ARZA and the Israel Commission budget are

to be considered as a package, it is essential for ARIA to establish an order of
priorities. In my own judgment first priority should be given to existing
personnel, and programs which have traditionally been supported by the Israel
Commission. These include:
a) The ARZA-Israel Commission office in New York
b) The staff who have been engaged to work in Israel under the
supervision of the UAHC Department of Youth Activities. Over the
years a fixed allocation of $35,000 has been given.
¢) Allocations to the World Union budget, which have gone toward
salaries of staff in Israel. Over the years these have been in
varying amounts, decreasing in recent years, due to lack of funds in
the Israel Commission. With an expanded budget anticipated, the
relationship between ARZA and the World Union should be such that
greater support can be anticipated. Such support can be designated
to assist specific projects in Israel: example, Israel Movement's

youth program, summer camp program, etc.
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The Reform Jewish Appeal. Though the Reform Jewish Appeal is not directly related
to this -::liscussir::-nf it is deemed essential to point out to those who have
responsibility for the RJA campaign, that in the last year, there have been
several instances where the appeal used by the RJA has been made in behalf of
supporting the Progressive Movement in Israel. This represents an infringement

of jurisdiction and has already resulted in several instances of discontinuance

or decrease in contributions to the WUPJ. The RJA is urged to desist from further

complicating an already complicated institutional interrelationship.

The North American Board - Proposed Reorganisation. Given the present situation

where the president and key members of the Executive Committee of the World

Union reside in New York and the headquarters office is in Jerusalem, it makes
little sense to continue the structure of the North American Board which was
predicated originally on a headquarters in London. If the primary purpose of

the North American Board is fundraising, then the persons who constitute the

North American Board should be persons who are interested in the program and who
are themselves willing to contribute and to encourage others to contribute. The
North American Board should function in relationship to the World Union very

much the same way that the Board of Overseers of the HUC-JIR function in relation-
ship to the Board of Governors of the HUC-JIR. There should be meetings once oOT
twice a year which would be primarily educational and inspirational, as well as
providing an opportunity for raising funds to support the World Union. Considera-

tion should be given to convening regional meetings in selected areas once a year.

There are two ways to approach this objective:

1. To reconstitute the North American Board, so that it is not a
representative body but, as in the case of the Board of Overseers of the HUC-JIR,
a group of individuals committed to the purposes of the World Union and to help

gain financial support for it. Or
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2. To retain the present constituent basis of the North American Board
and supplement it by an expansion of many delegates-at-large who would be picked
both on the basis of commitment to the purposes of the World Union and capacity

to contribute financial support.

I personally favour a combination of both 1. and 2., with a very much smaller
constituent representation in the North American Board, to make sure that all the
agencies are represented and then a considerable expansion of persons-at-large.
If the basic philosophy is accepted, this can be worked out in detail by a

small committee.

The question of a divided or an integrated ARZA-World Union office. It has

always been my philosophy that the various organisational frameworks which we have
established, whether they be the Union or the World Union, the Israel Commission
or ARZA, are frameworks for the purpose of achieving certain objectives. What
unfortunately happens is that in the course of implementing programs and demon-
strating institutional progress, the frameworks often become ends in and of
themselves and the ultimate objectives are neglected. Organisations which have
complementary purposes and draw their participants and support from the same
groups of people, often become competitive. The Jewish community is replete with
institutional competitiveness and duplication, and we in the Reform Movement have
not been immune. Some of the problems are inherent in the human situation and in
human nature. The most effective way to minimize duplication and competitiveness
is through coordination. Coordination can be achieved through professional staff

and lay leadership.

In our instance, I urge that coordination between ARZA and the North American
Board, the Union and the World Union, be achieved through an integrated office
and a coordinated lay structure. In essence we need in the New York office a

united Desk for Israel and World Jewry. That desk should be directed by an
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executive who is responsible for the overall program. He in turn directs a staff
which is given assignments either on an organisational or a functional basis.

Lay coordination should be assured through formal and informal integration of
leadership. Key officers of both ARZA and the World Union-North American Board
should serve on the respective leadership councils, a practice which in effect
has already been implemented, but which should be regularised and formalised. In
addition, there should be meetings at least twice a year between the officers of
the two groups, who would in effect serve as a Governing Council to formulate
overall policy. This meeting should be formalized and placed on the agenda of

both organisations.

Successful coordination has already been demonstrated. The two delegations of
ARZA and the World Union functioned effectively as one at the World Zionist
Congress. The staff of the World Union in Jerusalem serve as the staff of ARIA,
and will continue to do so in the future. Ultimately, coordination in New York

is dependent on coordination in Jerusalem. A similar type of coordination is
achieved by the Jewish Agency and the World Zionist Organisation, with a much more
complex machinery, a staff of thousands and a budget of $500,000,000. Though
there are some problems, any alternative to their coordination is inconceivable.
We on our infinitessimally smaller scale chould be able to function in the same

spirit.

Recommendations for Staff Assignments.

1. The professional Director of ARZA and the North American Board remains Rabbi Ira
Youdovin, who has demonstrated his dedication, initiative, intelligence and creativ
2. A new executive staff person should be engaged to implemen% the program of the

North American Board. His or her assignment should be as outlined in previous memos

3. Secretarial staff should be assigned as needed, wherever possible functioning

in a coordinated role.
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SUBJECT: WUPJ-ARZA
a_—

It is important that we establish a context. The World Union has

just completed the best fumnd-raising year in its history. Our current
volume of activities in Israel and throughout the world is unprecedented.
The North American Board is about to hold its first meeting in nearly
two years under the leadership of a dedicated and talented new chairman.
As an indication of how far we've come, we might consider that last
summer's international Conference, which was a deep disappointment in
terms of attendance, nevertheless was significantly larger than one
held in Amsterdam eight years ago. Indeed, it was the second largest
Conference in our history, and one of the very best programmatically.
While the World Union today faces serious financial and organizational
problems, we should appreciate our achievements, and deal with the
future from a position of strength.

1. WUPJ-ARZA. In terms of function, the lines dividing the WUPJ
are rather clear. Programs in Israel for Israelis are under

WJPJ auspices. ARZA deals primarily with American Reform Jewry
in its relationship to Israel. The two organizations have comple-
menting affiliations with the World Zionist Organization, each
adding to Reform Judaism's collective presence. The only area in
which there might be some functional overlapping is in sponsoring
missions for American to Israel, but neither the WUPJ nor ARZA
is plaming a major travel program.

The danger of confusion lies not in function, but in perception:
how the WUPJ and ARZA are perceived in the American Jewish
commmity. Some confusion is inevitable. ARZA cannot be an
effective advocate for Jewish pluralism without, at the same time,
demonstrating a meaningful commitment to the Israel Movement for
Progressive Judaism, Conversely, the WUPJ camnot fulfill its
commitment to the Israel Movement unless it is active politically.
These two aspects are intertwined.
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This fact, however, need not ignite harmful competitiveness. On
the contrary, the two organizations should exist symbiotically.
The key is for each to develop its own identity and own leadership,
so that each might be perceived as a unique means of achieving the
same goal, In this way, broader segments of the total commmity
might be enlisted in the endeavor.

Structural emmns The fundamental choice is between maintaining an
integrat office housing both the WUPJ and ARZA under one director,

or dividing the offices with the WUPJ having its own director Tesponsible
to Rabbi Hirsch and our several lay bodies.

The extent to which this office would be independent should not be
overstated. The WUPJ is and must remain an integral part of the Reform
Movement, closely allied on every level with the UAHC. My view is that
the WUPJ should remain in the House of Living Judaism; its staff should
remain part of the UAHC staff as is now the case.

Although a detailed discussion of such matters as cost goes beyond the
scope of this memo, it should be noted in passing that preliminary
calculations indicate that the two options would require approximately
the same salary and support budget. Should the WUPJ opt for its own
office, it would assume the 50% of the director's salary currently paid
by ARZA. Should the decision be for an integrated office, the WUPJ
would proceed to implement our Executive Committee's resolution to

hire a second professional whose salary would be approximately 50% of
the directors®. Similar figuring would apply to the secretarial staff.

Considerations

a. Internal. Lay bodies require professional staff to faithfully
execute policy and, where necessary, to adopt a strong advocacy
position on behalf of their organization. As presently structured,
the New York office is responsible.to.four lay bodies: the WUPJ
Governing Body-Executive Cormittee, the North American Board,
the ARZA Board-Executive Committee, the UAHC Board of Trustees.
Professionally, the director reports to both Rabbis Hirsch and
Schindler.

This is an acceptable situation only if the lay leaders, who
created the structure, understand its inherent limitations,

The question is not only one of providing adequate staff to handle
a dual job. The conflict also impacts on the director's role

in establishing priorities for his own involvement., Both groups
deserve to "come first', but only one can at amy given moment.

b. External., One director serving both the WUPJ and ARZA of

necessity compromises any attempt to establish separate organizational

identities.

In temms of practical effectiveness, it is impossible for one
person to build parallel structures, giving both the WUPJ and ARZA
their own identities in our congregations and regions. This
difficulty is confounded by the specialized Zionist character

of ARZA affiliation; the director of a Zionist organization is
jll-equipped to enlist the participation of individuals who are
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anxious to build Progressive Judaism throughout the world,
but not as Zionist members.

Inter-agency Coordination. An obvious advantage of an integrated office is
the pntmngé Tor coordinating activities. Maintaining coordination is a
consideration that must be built into any WUPJ-ARZA arrangement,

True coordination may be achieved only through on-going contact on the
professional and lay level. It is strongly recommended that a Coordinating
Committee of this description be established immediately. It should have
a regularized schedule of periodic meetings, so that it does not convene
only in an atmosphere of conflict.

Recommendations. These are very tentative and should serve sclely as a
basis for further discussion,

A. The WUPJ should give serious consideration to establishing its own
New York office with a director of its own. His/her job description
would be essentially what it is now, but on a full-time basis thus
affording adequate time to meet WUPJ needs.

B. If the decision is for an integrated office, the second professional
should be identified exclusively with the WUPJ. He/she should assume
the primary role in building the North American Board and developing
fimd-raising potential in North America. In effect (and, 1 suggest,
in title as well), the individual would assume the directorship of the
North American B oard. I would supervise the new person's activity and,
of course, would continue to represent the WPJ at fund-raising and
other gatherings, - il Tt
This would allow within the WUPJ for a subtle, highly' advantageous
shift in my own area of responsibility. I would be more available
to facilitate liaison with our overseas affiliates and Executive
Committee. This, in turn, would promote a fuller and more satisfactory
involvement of lay leadership, adding to the internal strength of the
WURJ.

Te -'
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SUBJECT: WUPJ-ARZA

1. Introduction and Scope. This memo is being written in response to
a request from the WOPJ leadership for input on the question of WUPJ-
ARZA relations, particularly as this matter affects my office. It is
not intended as a definitive statement, but as the basis for further
discussion and evaluation.

2. Overview. Perceptions of competitiveness between the World Union
and ARZA are engendered almost entirely by the current lack of adequate
staff time available for the proper functioning of two organizations.
It is a factor which impacts equally on the WUPJ and ARZA; both have
agendas which are beyond current staffhour capabilities. It is essen-
tial, however, that this factor, which is easily overcome, not be over-
blown into a thesis that sees the two organizations as being inherently
in conflict.

Of course, there must be some overlapping of projects and procedures.
ARZA is an American membership organization; the World Union oversees
the development of Reform Judaism overseas, particularly in Israel.
Yet, ARZA cannot be cut off from concern with Israel Reform Judaism any
more than the World Union can function without a strong North American
Board as well as regional and local structures.

Each organization, however, offers its own unique approach. This opens
to American Reform Jews options for participation in our common enter-
prise, thus involving a broader segment of the commmity in the work.
Properly understood, the WUPJ-ARZA relationship is not competitive; it
is symbiotic.

Fears that ARZA will destroy the WUPJ are unfounded. Even if ARZA
eventually realizes its goal of 50,000 members, it will be reaching
only a small fraction of the conmmity. Besides, there is no reason to
believe that a $10 ARZA membership in any way precludes a more substan-
tial contribution to the World Union, which relies on contributions of
$100+ for approximately 90% of its fund-raising income in North America.
On the contrary, an individual who has been sensitized to the needs of
Israel Reform Judaism through his/her ARZA membership is a more likely
prospect for participation in the larger-gifts campaign conducted by
the WUPJ. .

! N,
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3. Coordination. Both the WUPJ and ARZA face one danger: public confusion over
their respective roles and responsibilities. No leadership-level effort at defin-
ing prerogatives will overcome this danger unless both the WUPJ and ARZA project
themselves as separate organizations, each with its own leadership and channels
for leadership advancement, each with its own unique ideological nuances attract-
ing the loyalties of different segments of the community.

As an illustration of how this confusion is engendered, we can focus on the inte-
grated office which is now the address for both the WUPJ and ARZA:

a. ARZA is accurately perceived as being part of the UAHC. An integrated
office cannot help but project an image that the WUPJ is, similarly, a department
of the UMHC. As the WUPJ must raise most of its own funds, this perception is cer-
tainly counter-productive in reaching people who already pay MUM dues and make con-
tributions to the RJA.

b. In creating ARZA, the movement explicitly noted that the new organization
would serve as one, highly specialized vehicle for involving part of our commmity,
those who seek Zionist affiliation. If, however, the primary WUPJ professional in
North America is identified as the professional head of a Zionist organization,
this seriously impedes entree to the large mumber of American Reform Jews who wish
to participate in building Israel Reform Judaism, but not as Zionists.

c. Beyond these subtleties, there is the confusion engendered when I am in-
vited by a commmity to speak on behalf of one organization, and then bargain for
an opportunity to speak also on behalf of the other (as when I'm asked to conduct
an ARZA membership meeting and request a fund-raising parlor meeting for the WUPJ).
This procedure is contrary to the fundamentals of fund-raising, which caution
against confusion as being extremely deliterious to the already difficult matter
of making an effective appeal.

d. Ideology. This factor has not received sufficient attention. Let us
suppose for the sgke of illustration that the ARZA Board adopts one position regard-
ing an item of Israeli government policy and the WUPJ Executive Committee adopts

an opposite position. Or suppose the issue is Jewish funding for noshrim. Whereas
ARZA is proscribed by Article 15 of the UAHC Constitution from setting policy con-
trary to that of the UAHC, no such restriction applies to the WUPJ. The implica-
tions of this situation are obvious.

Internally, the lay leadership of both the WUPJ and ARZA require a professional
responsive to their directives. At present, the New York office is responsible

to four separate lay bodies, each determining policy through democratic vote: the
WUPJ Governing Body, North American Board, ARZA Board, and UAHC Board.

An integrated office might, in theory, serve as a fence to harmful competitiveness
by filtering potentially competitive policy directives at the point of implementa-
tion. In fact, this is not an appropriate staff function. Besides, it is a short-
sighted procedure which treats symptoms rather than dealing with underlying differ-
ences in perspective. These warrant discussion and coordination by lay and pro-
fessional leaders of both the WUPJ and ARZA meeting regularly in an officially-
designated Coordinating Committee. An example is the Big Six Committee in which
the heads of the UAHC, HUC-JIR and CCAR iron out potential conflicts and develop
movement-wide policy.

——



4. Postscript. As stated at the outset, the foregoing has been written for the
purpose of initiating a long-overdue discussion. There are, perhaps, structural
mechanisms that can resolve operational problems while maintaining an integrated
office. Every possible avenue must be explored before a final determination is
made.

Should the final determination be that the interests of the WUPJ are best served
by a separate office, care must be taken to integrate this office into the work-
ings of the movement. Separation by itself is no more a successful resolution
than is integratiocn.

Finally, it must be underscored that the WUPJ faces long-standing structural and
operational problems which antedate ARZA. During the fifty years of its existence
prior to the creation of ARZA, the WUPJ never succeeded in establishing its right-
ful place as a full participant in our world-wide Reform movement, nor in acquaint-
ing North American Reform Jewry with its essential work, particularly in a way to
elicit adequate support and participation. The question of whether the New York
office will be integrated or separate is really of secondary importance. Either
way, the WUPJ must take steps to make itself a more effective organization. The
current discussion over relationships should not be allowed to distract attention
from this.
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Hight Letter to Yishak Arzi, Peres Unikovsky and ILP Representatives
Send to: Yishak Arsi, Deputy Mayor
Peres » Vice-ligyor
IL.B.P. (Progressive Party) Representatives in Tel-Aviv City Council

Appreciate support in regard Kedem Symagogue land. Not possible for me to
visit Israel now. Urge you contact Rabbi Richard Hirsch, WUPJ, Jerusalem,
Nany thanks.

Schindler

o)
P



=
"

MEMORANDUM

Date March 22, 1977

a0

From _Rabbi Ira S. Youdovin 9

To Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

Copy for information of

Subject___Kedem Synagogue Land

I spoke with Dick. The mayor, Lahat, is on our side, but doesn't
want to stir the issue again until after the elections. Lahat is
a good friend and strong supporter; extensive publicity at this
point would reflect poorly on the image of his city.

Dick asks that vou ecable Arzi and Unikovsy of the ILF (who sent the
original telex) thanking them for their support and asking them to
remain in eclose touch with Hirsch.

I1'd appreciate receiving a copy of whatever you send.

)(\9‘*"/



March 21, 1977

Alexander M, Schindler

Rabbi Ira Youdovin

1 just saw the text of the wire from the Tel Aviv City Council ILP
Representatives, Would you please draft a response for me. While they
addregsed the cable to me at the Presidents' Conference this is not a
matter which falls within that organization's purview. Please also be
sure to shewethe wire with Dick. Perhaps he can arrange to meet with this
group.



March 17, 1977

Edith J. Miller

Rabbi Ira Youdovin

Michael Lauger was kind enough to translate a wire we received from
Israel and the English text is enclosed. BRabbi Schindler hasn't seen this
as yet since he is still out of the country but I wanted to bring it to your
attention.

Note that it was sent to AMS at the Presidents' Conferebces and that
could mesan they want the P.C/ to get involved -- it could also mean they
do not know he is the head of the Reform Movement. At any rate, if you
hava any info from Israel on this situation please do share it with this
office. Before there 18 a response we should know what's happening on the
local scene with WUPJ people.



Alexander Schindler

Presidents Conference

515 Park Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10022

The Tel-Aviv City ecouncil decided by majority vote to reject the reguest

of the Progressive Jewish Congregation for a plot (of land) for a community
center and house of prayer. We see this decision as an infraction (an

offense) against the elementary right of Jews to pray according to the ritual

which they desire as Western and American Jews.

This decision is of more than local importance and is an offense to the
largest Jewish grouping. We advise you to send an authorized delegation to
appear before the City Council and to explain the nature of your movement,
its activities, and its contribution to Jewish existence and the justice of

your demands,

Neither of us (undersigned) belong to your movement but we appreciate your
contribution to the existence of the Jewish People in the Diaspora and we

demand that Jews - veferan seitlers and olim - should be able to pray in
accordance with their ritual. We will continue our struggle for this elementary

right but we feel that you must involve yourselves in this matter,

Yizhak Arzi, Deputy Mayor

Perez Unikovsky, Vice- Mayor

I.L.P. (Progressive Party) Representatives in
Tel Aviv City Council
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CHAIRMAN
Tracy H. Ferguson

CO-CHAIRMAN
Rabbi Leon A. Kronish

DIRECTORS
Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch
Rabbi lra 5. Youdovin

ISRACL COMMISSION

APIIRI NRTPAN M Y YR N
83B FIFTH AVENUE « NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 = {212) 248-0100

April 21, 1977

Mr. Tracy Ferguson
1l Lincoln Center
Syracuse, New York 13202

Dear Tracy:

I received the enclosed letter from Gerard Daniel which I
believe is very significant.

Mr. Daniel arrived at the conclusion in his letter independently
and wrote me on his own initiative after participating in the
meeting of the Finance Committee of the World Union. His wife

ig 'Treasurer of the World Union. Mr. Daniel is also the president
of our congregation in Larchmont, lived in Israel for a number of
years and has a fine perception of both Israeli Jewry and.

American Jewish life. His comments are, therefore, of significance,
and I am hopeful will corroborate the validity of some of the
positions which we have arrived at on our own.

Shalom u'vracha,

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch

RGH:MH
cc: i Leon Kronish -~

vf:jf {"‘""4“"-{—-:_ {C‘:":‘V’H‘-“‘-—'—' e hcad g

A Joint Commission of the Union ol American Hebrew Congregalions, the Central Conference ol Amencan Rabbis, the National Federalion of
Tempie Sisterhoods, the National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods, the National Federation ol Temple Youth, the National Association of Temple
Adminisirators, the National Association of Temple Educalors, the American Conference of Cantors. the MNoith American Board of the World Umion

for Progressive Judaism, and the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Instilule o Religion

6



Lr

Gerard Danicl
1000 Scahaven Drive
Mamaroneck, New York 10543

April 18, 1977

Rabbi Richard Hirsch
Room 700

838 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York

Dear Dick:

T would like to go very briefly over the concerns that I
voiced to_you during our meeting of last week concerning the
Israel Movement's budget.

The simple truth is that despite the UAHC avowed interest in
Israel as manifested by the large publicity given to the
opening of our Kibbutz in Israel (largely financed by the
Covernment of Israel) and the publicity afforded to the
November Conference in Jerusagem, Israel is still low on the
Unions' priorities, where it counts, namely finance.

As you described eloquently, and as 1 witnessed personally,
the Reformed Congretations in Israel are all mired in
financial difficulties. In the largest city in Isreal, with
its high population concentration, we have one basement

of a Temple, a facility which hardly any Temple in the United
States would even consider for its Youth facility.

I am fully aware of the fact that the vast majority of
Congregations in the United States have difficulty of meeting
their budgets, and that the Union is not exactly working with
£he surplus either. '

Yet, when large building projects or building projects of
a different mature, such as a project funded by a special
endowment is concerned, you can be sure that it is not
directed towards Israel.

Somehow it appears to me it is a tragic missing on ome of
the most important opportunities that is taking place at this
time: ;




¥

Gerard Daniel
1000 Scahaven Drive
Mamaroneck, New York 10543

Page 2...

1.. The Reform Movement in the United
States has in my opinion reached its
maximum growth potential, because
Synagogue growth has come to a stop.
Mémbership numbers are faltering and
were it not for the Israel orientation
of our youth organizations, these youth
directions would be wilting away even
faster than the decline in adult membership.
No need to belabor this point. The
statistica and facts are knownto you
and the Union Executive well enough.

2.. Without question our biggest growth
potential is in Israel. I may be so
presumptuous as to judge the Israel
scene, as one who lived many years in
Israel and my wife's and my annual
visits to Israel confirm our findings.
The Israeli youth is searching for an
identy in more than one way. Its national
identity may be established. Its social
and spiritual identity has by and large
not been established.

How is it possible that the Union at this critical time
fails to recognize thatnot only 4= a unique chance for rapid
growth and important participation in the Israeli religious
and social life aspects”available and beckoning, but also
evidently fails to recogni %ﬂéhat a strong Israel thrust
will give its congregation® a much needed blood transfusion.
Surely the UAHC leadership is not misled by the outwardly
smooth functioning of its member congregations; and if the
dynamics of the 50's and early 60's in the student movements
is sorely lacking in the 70's (and replaced by such
outlandish movements as the Chabad) and yet what is the
leadership really committing to Israel?
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Gerard Daniel
1000 Seahaven Drive
Ma m:tr?ncc]:.'Nr:w York 10543

Page 3...

One of the most promising aspects of our growth in Israel-
provided we can supply decent Temples to our Israeli Reform
Movement brothers—is the National Youth Movement, but without
proper Temple bases, this will be difficult to bring about.

I am aware of the fact that Israeli Congregations are willing
to contribute, but judging®dour short written expose and  own
experience in Israel, it just simply will take funds from the
United States to help build up these Congregations and give
them decent facilities, etec,

Dick, I think it boil& down to a strong effort on your part
and the World Union-Israel Movement to convince the Union

in the United States and its Israel Commission that a drastic
change in priorities is of the highest urgency.

-1
Ruth and I discussed with you the limits Eﬁ;t a World Union
{Israel Drive as you and Ira and a few friends of our group
have conducted in the United States¥ and I simply fear that
much larger sums as a regular income than the present level
will be difficult to obtain.

Should a much desirable Reform Zionist Movement inside the
UAHC ginmferge, in the future, I could consider that some
additional funds might be obtained from the "Zionists" inside
our Movement, However, this may take a number of years.

It comes down to secure out of the UAHC budget a larger slice
than the pittance presently given to the Israel Movement

( and I am aware of course of the fact that the Union pays
directly larger sums than are shown in the World Union budget,
such as the salaries of the Youth Directors, the Kibbutz
contributions,some personnel salaries, etc.)

You seem to be resigned that the multi-million dollar project
for the Hebrew Union College must take priority to the Israel

Program.




z Gerard Daniel
1000 Scahaven Drive
Mamaroneck, New York 10543
Page 4... '

I cannot accept this at all. Far from underestimating the
importance of the HUC and its important role, it is not only
playing in our Movement, but also on the larger American scene,
a strong representation should be made at this time that we

are missing an historical chance in Israel if we do not commit
far larger sums to Israel at this time.

Something is drastically wrong when the budget of one medium

to large congregation in the United States is far above the

budget of all the Synagogues that we at present count oufrs

in Israel. Your best seed money that we can commit at this time

to our survival is seed money going into Israel. When a Nelson
Gluck, who I believe was far from being a committed Zionist,

saw the necessity of our reaching out into Israel, our present
leadership which is Zionist and has by now a good knowledge of
conditions in Israel, should take a drastic step in this directionm,
even if it is not popular among the membership at large.

Dick, I feel strongly that if we begin to circularize to all
the member congregations of the Union a simple table of
comparative figures such as total UAHC expenditures, total

HUC expenditures, and put against these the total expenditures
going to Israel (even including the College) and follow this up
with a good solid public relations campaign to member
congregations (both in writing and word of mouth), and 1 belive
that a resolution properly prepared, documented and strongly
supported by you and the World Union, en the other handy and
at least not opposed by the UAHC leadership could result in
successful reallocation of funds.

It is difficult to judge whether it is wise at this time to
enter into the experiment of the revenue sharing out of the
Reform Jewish Appeal that you mentioned being discussed for the
Chicago area, I am afraid that all these approaches are too
tentative and too slow.

I wish you luck in your meeting with the Union Officers and that
you can make it clear how essential it is that their wholehearted
support is forthcoming both for the good of our Movement in Israel
and for the good of our Movement in the United States.




Gerard Danicl
1000 Scahaven Drive
Mamaroncck, New York 10543

Page 5...

Please let me know what we can do to further this goal.
It was nice seeing you again. Best wishes and shalom.

G.. Daniel
GD/cc




Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler April 25, 1977

—a

Ira Youdovin just made inguiry concerning a $2,500. check which I gave you
in 1976. FPlease transfer this sum from my Special Discretionary Fund to
the National Commission on Israel. This is what these sums were intended
for.
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ORGAMIZED 1843

THE
CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL

701 FARMINGTON AVENUE
OFFICE OF THE RABEI WEST HARTFORD « CONN. 061159

HAROLD &. SILVER, D.D.

March 23, 1977

Dear Ira:

Enclosed you will find a copy of our check
which we sent to you in August of last vyear
with our annual contribution. This should
give you the information you need to find
out who pocketed the dough. It would appear
that the check was deposited to a "President's
Discretionary Fund" as you will note on the
back of the check. All of which means that
Alex may have inadvertently stashed it away .
In the future so that there will be no con-
fusion, I will, of course, send the check
directly to vyou.

Hoping that this clears up the matter and with
heartfelt Passover greetings, I remain

As ever,

Encs.
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o MEMORANDUM -

From__Pabbi Alexender M. Schindler .'

O

-
L Y

To Rabbi Ira Youdovin

Copy for information of

Subject

Will you plesse check some inaccuracies on the Kopel bill enclosed:

1/ I had been advised that the private car transfer was part of the
egrecment. Had I known there would be a charge I would have taken a
chercot. '

2/ As for the private car in Eilat a2t $120. this involved other people,
it was not solely for Rhez and me =0 we ghould not be charged the full
sum == it should at least be pro rated ---sgshort of no charge at all.

3/ The charge for Rhea's znd my Flight to Bilat is correct.

Rlex:
1. Let's consider the.private car transfer as our treat.

2. The private car in Eilat was arranged exclusively for you and Rhea. I
went alenyg strictly a2s a trouble-shooter, Otherwise, I would have driven
down with Dick or taken one of the charjered buses. Anyway; it wes an
enjovable trip and T enjoved sharing m'lkshakes at Yotvata.

Can we split the §120 in half?

Tf this is agreezble, the total due to the World Union, including your air
tickets is S196.

\;:e»&w%*’ G&“— * k’b\mﬂ‘l‘

bn D4 1p fo Rl t— D o (
| / —_
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM

13 King David Street £3 117 1900 M
Jerusalem, lsrasl Tel. 234-748, 232444 w0 orepr
Office of Executive Direcior t%%an *210n navw?

16th March, 1977

MEMORANDUM

from: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch
to: Rebbi—¥ra-¥Yondewin | - Ll

Enclosed is a sheet which shows the expenses of Rabbi Alexander Schindler,
paid for by us to Kopel. Please submit this to Josh Dwork for reimburse-

ment.



CONVENTIONS (KOPEL TOURS) LTD.’

“
122, HAYARKON ST. TEL-AVIV TEL. 2402463/4 KOPCOMNT. A. TELEX 03-411532

Date 29 December 19?5
Ll e
| | I | | aars INVOICE N: 473
Golden Jubilee Gonference = World Union fnr Progressive
Your ref. No. SR . ~oJudaiamg
838 Pifth Avenue, New York, NY 10021 US.H. Attn : Rabbi Ira
GIJ-P I‘Ef. Mo, 11?6/9'33 ......................................................................................................................... Y mxda“n
DATE . DETAILS $ $ $ NET |
™ WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM CONFERENCE
Conference Shuttle Service
41 buses for V2 day at $96.- per bus L 3,936.—
20 btuses for straight transfer at
$35.— per transfer 700,
6 days work for transfer co-ordinator
at $30.- per pday 180.- 4,816.-
Additional Services Rendered to Organisers
RABBI MOSHE HAIM WEILER
19-20 Nov | Ram Hotel, B/B, 1 double at §11.05 per
person, per night 22.10
RABBI A. ASSABI — : o 4
19-21 Nov | Ram Hotel, B/B, 1 double at $11.05 per Q - A & i
. \ ff BN
person, per night 44.20 \ N B 905 201
il \"\‘\_ ': d,l Il ti -.A._ ]
- RABBI A. SCHINDLER L S D
| 2 pax flight Jerusalem/BEilat/Jerusalem at I
$34.- per person, per way [ 136. oy
Private car transfer Atarot/King David | 13, /
Private car in Eilat ‘ 120. 335.30 | /
€ -l-—f—u-.'_.
Lunch with Abba Eban 2,827.50
Friday night dinner at the JIM Hilton 6,975 =
Transportation for participants in the '
dedication of Kibbutz Yahel 8,908.~
TOTAL AMOCUNT DUE 3 _323,351.5@

Part of KOPEL Group of Companies




April 1, 1977

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

Rabbi Ira Youdovin

Will you please check some inaccuracies on the Kopel bill enclosed:

1/ I had been advised that the private car transfer was part of the

ggreement. Had I known there would be a charge I would have taken a
cheroot.

2/ As for the private car in Eilat at $120. this involved other people,
it was not solely for Rhea and me so we should not be charged the full
sum -- it should at least be pro rated ---short of no charge at a2ll.

3/ The charge for Rhea's and my flight to Eilat is correct.



i MENMORANDUM

Date March 31, 1977

From Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

To Joshua M. Dwork

Copy for information of

Subject KOPEL BILL FOR WUPJ CONFERENCE

The charge for my flight and Rhea's to Eilat is correct. But the private
car transfers at each end and use of the car in Eilat are not.

I had been told that the private car transfer was part of the agreement.
Had I known we would be charged I would have taken a chercot.
As for the private car in Eilat for $120. this involwved other people,

it was not for Rhea and me sg egly,S¢ we should not be charged the full
SUM. ..o at least a pro rate charge would be in order, short of no charge

e T
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TEL. 736-3619

SPRINGFIELD., MASSACHUSETTS 01108

r )
_W(\ SINAI TEMPLE
\\\}I III'U \ 100 DICKINGON STREET, CORMER PORTER LAKE DRIVE

3 3 Marech 1977

Rag@ Dr. HERMAM ELIOT SNYDER

Fabbi lra Youdovin,

Mow York, M., Y. 10029 Re: Plaza Hotel--Xapsl

“UPJ) Lonferancs
boar ira,

In aecardanne with our conversation | am inclosing a
ceny of my 25 November 1976 letter to Hr Lombrozu of
chai Tours (@ copy of which had been mailed you at that
time) .

That letter details my being forced tc pay 3405 to the
Pleza Hotel in Jorusalem because of the failure of Kopel
te degosit @ voucher which 1 did net know until checking
cut te mske an early morning plans. The Kopel note te
me wes “The Voucher for your stay in Jerusalem will be
handed ﬂllliiﬁﬂ.iﬂ.ﬁﬂl—hﬂl*l by pur Convention staff.”
811 ingquiries to Kopael staff while in Jerusalem gained
the zepetiticue response "Don't worry."

The 5405 ie just for room which was incliudec in our
Kopel Tour which we had previowsly paid.

On Decenber 15th Mr Lombroze requested a capy of our
Plaze Hotel bill. A photo-copy of the bill and ouf our
American ELxpress payment of sae was sentgx him,

To dats thers has been ne furthar word !

Fhone cails indicate he is in conference, out and will
shortly return, ste.

Frankly I think it short-sighted of Kopsl not te repay
this promptly. We do travel much and frequently to
Ilsreel, etc, Just returned from an extended South
Pacific trip. WNothing better than satisfied customer.

Anticipating your being able to secure ocur refund,.
That tour, plus overpay of 5405, plus our 9500 contrie
bution makes this expensival

Fondly

cii ﬁji
; chindler Yy
Jushua Zworzk W
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Kop:i Tours,
40 ast 49th R 4 PR A
o TUIH. e ?- 'IUE”T

ar r. Lombrozo,

n checking=wut of the Jerusalem Plaza Hotel in the
tariy dawn=hours (when [ planned to pay fur our extras)
. wus informed I alsv had to pay for the rooum. They
inticaled they had not received any voucher but unly
courr-spundznce from Kopel (on the besis uf the currese
puncnce they hed a rosscrvation for us),

'n our arrivel in Tel Aviv the kopel man (11 Hovembor)
wo o w.rs given one single voucher for the Famsda Conti-
nontal (Tel Aviv] and none fur U rusaleme-with a not.
"Tne Vuochexr for your stay in J rusalem will be handed
cirrctily to the hotel by cur Convention staff,”

N Lur s:veral and mourc conversations and contacts with
hopcl representatives we wero repoatedly told "Lon't
WwuITye" we brlieved thom,

At the hour of checking=out, necding te make the plane
Tur our roturn home, unable to spond an additiuna aay
i contact with Kopel, wo had no choice but to Pay.
This was a ninc=day stay (14 = 22 Movember) at 545

p ot day (charge for room: 328 327 + 49.05 service for
o tutas of 376,05 & night),

would like your refund of 8 405,00, This is only
fur tno rucm ena duss not include any other charges
Ll ‘-“li.ldl..ln

‘urry. Lt was aggravating,

Yours,

fiepbi HMerman E. cnydor

“ic [ also pay yousfor transportation from the airdport
to the T 1 Aviv heotel, and thunce to Jerusalem? There
wWan NUNL e

cc Youduvin



nnIpnn Mo mYwn MoKn
WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM

13 King David Street 13 M7 TR0 "M
lerusalem, lsrael Tel. 234-748, 232-444 S0 orhen
Oifice of Exscutive Director *%%3n ararnn nawhd
7th April, 1976
- Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler,
Cf President - UAHC,

838 Fifth Avenue,
New York, N.Y. 10021

Dear Alex,

Enclosed are a couple of clippings which you may not have seen because
they appeared just about the time you left.

You asked for a report on the reactions to your visit - you were
exceptionally well received. I talked with a number of people, both
reporters and members of the Knesset who were present at the luncheon;
also people from the Prime Mimister's office. They all agreed that
you are a considerable improvement over the past leadership, that you
articulate well and speak "dugri" (that's an Arabic work meaning
"straight'").

So yasher koach for a job well done.

Also, for what it's worth, the members of the Zionist Executive, who
are active in the President's Conference, alse told me that you are

exercising real leadership, giving people a sense of participation;

you conduct the meetings well and fairly etc.

Now to our business. I am asking Ira to set up a meeting early in my
visit with you and Al Vorspan, just the three of us, to talk about a
number of matters:

1) World Union leadership

2) financial arrangements

3) other matters over which I received some communications from
you following your visit, which obviously were dictated before your
trip, but which we did not have an opportunity to discuss.

In addition, I am asking Ira to set up meetings with Josh, Steve etc.
to discuss the financial matters.

However, I am asking that the above meeting, just you, Al and myself,
take place very early in my visit becauSe I may want to take some action
based on our initial conversation concerning the World Union leadership.

Have a Chag Sameach.

Ee dmsﬁ.a 6 e lf—u-n. (ellc.  Bivracha,
‘ool
Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch
cc. Mr. Albert Vorspan
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28th March, I976

Dear Uzi,

I received the enclosed commmication from Alex
Schindler.

Can you please look into the matter and let me
have a full report on it?

Bivracha,

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch

cc. Rabbi A. Schindler

Mr. Uzi Narkiss,

Jewish Agency,
P.0.B. 92,
Jerusalem
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Rabbi Alaxander M. Schindler
Matthew H., Ross
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MEMORANDUM

/7’# Date_ Novemb 18; 1974
/ ovember 18, |

From Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

To —__Theodore Braoido

Copy for information of

Subject

Please let me know, as soon as possible, in whose name the property
of Har-El Synagogue in Jerusalem is held., 1Is it the WUPJ or the

UAHG?
A
s P
C/:{juw & 18 //"/
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Date November 18, 1974

From bb r
To Matthew H., Ross

G
Copy for information of Nachaniel E. Hess: Joshua M. Dwork -

Subject_Har-El Svnagogue, Jerusalem

Rat approached me during recent sessions here at the Union about Har-El
Synagogue and some funds which are required from the Union for that
purpose. Sam Hoffberg also informed me that Nat approached him for
funds from the Synmagogue Building Loan Fund. I told both Nat and Sam
that the matter must be taken up with vou since you were there when

the deal was made.

In the meantime, I am investigating to determine in whose name the Har-El

property is held. I was always under the impression that it was in the

name of the UAHC. A recent from Dick Hirsch suggests that it is S
"the World Union's property." If it is the latter, then the third party

in the deal which you made must obviously be the World Union and not the

UAHC. I hope to have an answer for you in a few days.



November 18, 1974

Rabbi Alexander F.

%

Mathaniel E. Hess; Joshua M. Dwork

Har-El Synagogue, Jerusalem
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- WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM
123 King Davicl Sireel 13 1T 7980 3
Jerusalem, [srael Tel. 234-748, 232444 50U oryeiy?
CHien of Executive Dirsclor t%%an qra1on nawh
November 8, 1974
MEMORANDUM
T0: World Union Executive Committee

FROM:  Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch
SUBJECT: Property of Har E1 Synagogue

You are aware of the fact that on the World Union property in Jerusalem, occupied
in part by Har E1 Synagogue, there are a number of tenants. These tenants are protected
under the Israel law so that they pay only & nominal went and have invested rights in
tneir physical premises. Use of the property for our own purposes, or for purposes
of major physical development has always been limited by the fact that if we wanted
to vacate the tenants, we would have to pay vast sums of money to provide them with
nremises comparable to those which they now have. However, we have always had as
our long range policy the vacating of the tenants so that we could develop the property
which, because of its location in the center of Jerusalem, is most valuable.

About six weeks ago, Mr. Yona Friedmdn, who resides above the synagogue, indicated
that he had two offers to sell his rights in the apartment and by law was offering us
the first option to take up his rights. The lowest bid was for IL450,000, two thirds
of which would go to Mr. Friedman, and one third of which (IL150,000) would go to us.
We held a number of consultations with Matthew Ross, Nathaniel Hess and Werner Lovail,
President of the Har E1 Synagogue, and others, and determined that it was in the best
interests of the World Union for us to regain possession of our own apartment.

We have now proceeded to make the necessary arrangements, and this week Nathaniel Hess
and I have signed the necessary documents.

The basic price is IL300,c00 tied to the US dollar. e have given IL40,000 in
cash with the signing of the agreement (this money was taken from the rent collections
which have accumulated over the last two years, and which are normally used for program
expenses here in Israel.) We are to pay another IL60,000 no later than January 1st,
at which time Mr. Friedman would vacate the apartment and it will become available
for rental.

The remainder of the IL200,000 is to be paid in six month intervals; July 1st, 1975,
January 1st, 1975, July 1st, 1976, and December 1st, 1976.

A1l of us who have seen the apartment and are aware of real estate values in Israel,
and specifically in this section of Jerusalem, believe that we have no choice but to
take up this offer. We should be able to get a minimal rental of IL3500 per month
which will help pay toward the remaining IL200,000, but we will also have to get
additional funds, either through contributions or loans. The IL200,000 will carry an
intamst of 7% to be payable to Mr. Friedman.

Onca the dabt to Mr. Frisdman has been repaid, we should have a considerable ingame
which can then be used to help subsidise our programs. And, of course, our pgssassion
gf tha total building makes the property much more valuable.

Matthew Ross and Nathaniel Hess have been very helpful fo us on the entire mati
Nat Hess is returning from Israel this week and will bring you a full report. Ue
of coursz, discuss this at the Executive Meeting of the Yorld Union on hovember 2



mermia from the

ISRAEL COMMISSION OF THE UAHC-CCAR
RABBI IRA 5. YOUDOVIN

Josn:
Here's the pac kground as promised.

The bottomline 1s that we want to make
application for a $15,000 losn from

the Synagogue Building Fund---which we will
need by January 1, 1975.

-

(The $15,000 1s a firm figure as the
Ispraeli pound flgure will pe adjusted
upward to accomodate devaluation.) ~

Plcase advise, send forms, advice, etc.



o WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM
13 King David Street x : ; 13 11T Tomn 'm
Jerusalem, Israel Tel. 234-748, 232-444 v oy
Office of Exscutive Dirsctor ﬂ'h:n_ AITEN nawhd

; i ‘November 8, 1974

TO: world Union Executive Committes
FROM: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch
SUBJECT: Property of Har E1 Synagogue ' Y i

w

You are aware of the fact that on the World ﬂniun property in Jerusalem, occupied

in part by Har E1 Synagogue, there are a number of tenants. These tenants are protected

under the Israel law so that they pay only a nominal rent and have invested rights in =
their physical premises. Use of the property for our own purposes, or for purposes "~ -

of major physical development has always been limited by the fact that if we wanted

to vacate the tenants, we would have to pay vast sums of money to provide them with
premises comparable to those which they now have. However, we have always had as

our long range policy the vacating of the tenants so that we could develop the property.
which, because of its location in the center of Jerusalem, is most valuable. i

About six weeks ago, Mr. Yona Friedman, who resides above the synagogue, indicated
that he had two offers to sell his rights in the apartment and by law was offering us
the first option to take up his rights. The lowest bid was for IL450,000, two thirds
of which would go to Mr. Friedman, and one third of which (IL150,000) would go to us.

We held a number of consultations with Matthew Ross, Nathaniel Hess and Werner Lovall,
President of the Har E1 Synagogue, and others, and determined that it was in the best

interests of the World Union for us to regain possession of our own apartment.

We have now proceeded to make the necessary arrangements, and this week .Nathaniel Hess
and I have signed the necessary documents.

The basic price is IL300,000 tied to the US dollar. We have given IL40,000 in
cash with the signing of the agreement (this money was taken from the rent collections
wnich have accumulated over the last two years, and which are normally used for program
expenses here in Israel.) We are to pay another IL60,000 no later than January 1st,
at which time Mr. Friedman would vacate the apartment and it will become available .
for rental.

The remainder of the IL200,000 is to be paid in six month intervals; July 1st, 1975,
January 1st, 1975, July 1st, 1976, and December 1st, 1976.

A1l of us who have seen the apartment and are aware of real estate values in Israel,
and specifically in this section of Jerusalem, believe that we have no choice but to
take up this offer. We should be able to get a minimal rental of IL3500 per month
which will help pay toward the remaining IL200,000, but we will also have to get
additional funds, either through contributions or loans. The IL200,000 will carry an
interst of 7% to be payable to Mr. Friedman.

Unce the debt to Mr. Friedman has been repaid, we should have a considerable income
wnich can then be used to help subsidise our programs. And, of course, our possession
o7 the total building makes the property much more vlluable.

Matthew Ross and Mathaniel Hess have bean very helpful to us on the entire matte??i“
net tess is returning from Israel this week and will bring you a full report. We shall,
o7 course, discuss this at the Executive Meeting of the World Union on November 26.
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August 24, 1973

Rabbi Alexander M. Echindler

Rabbi Ira Youdovin

Rabbi Robert Samuels - $40,000 Loan for Leo Baeck School

I tried to reach you by phone. Nat Hess just called, he feels
that all of the bank papers out to be readied so that the loan
can go into effect aec soon as the Executive Committee meeting on
September 10th approves it, By benk papers he means the loan
itself as well aaz the several endorsement statements which will
be requested for those members of our constituemcy who will
agree to co-sign as guarantors.

1f you have any questions on this score please get in touch
with Rat.



¥

August 24, 1973

Rabbi Alaxander M. Schindler

Rabbi Ira Youdovinm

Rabbi Robert Samuels = 540,000 Loan for Leo Baeck School

I tried to reach you by phome., WNat Hess just called, he feelsn
that all of the bank papers out to be readied sc that the loan
can go into effect ge soon 28§ the Executive Committee meeting omn
September 10th approves it. By bank papers he means the loan
itself as well as the several endoreement statements which will
be requested for those members of our constituemcy who will
agree to co=zign as guarantors.

If you have any questions om this score please get im touch
with Nat.
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CAMPAIGNFRREFORM JUDAISMNISRAEL

s5 PER FAMILY

COMMISSION ON ISRAEL OF THE REFORM MOVEMENT
838 FIFTH AVE.» NEW YORK, NY, 10021+ (212) 249-0100

Rabi Eugens 4 Lgmman May, 1979 - Iyar, 5739

Wastungron, 0.0

Aegrona! Chavpersons
Rabbs Harvey J. Fields

Brandp, Canada §

Rachs Moward R Greensiein T0: Congregational Presidents

F'.Ilbbl'.i.irr.{u.l::h

Winnewsod, Fe Dear Friend:

Rabbs Meyar Hesler

Beworky Mg, Ca

B DL o Several weeks ago, your rabbi received a letter from Rabbi Eugene
Battx Howad C Shaoe Lipman, Naticnal Chairperson of the $5 per Family Campaign for

Rachs Mark S Shapeo Reform Judaism in Israel, asking him/her to conduct a campaign
o ki during this season of Yom Ha-atzmaut and Shavuot. Many congregations
Syvara. Ovo have already responded by sending letters seeking $5 contributions
o o from each member family.

Rabbi Mastin 5. Wamar

A e Despite major gains made by the Reform Movement within the World

o ity Zionist Organization, our institutions in Israel continue to receive
kiR little or no funding from the Israeli Government. Even though we
. L are confident that this problem will be overcome in time, we must
"D:T:;T““'"' continue to be aware that until that happy day, we in North America
Facy K Ferguson remain the only reiiable source of support for our friends in Israel.
Racos Loon o Since 1967, more than $1 million have been raised through the $5 per
ey Family Campaign. These funds have been essential in developing:
Mmencan Conference of Cardord

s by o 13 Reform congregations in Israel

Raf drlaraenyct Extensive youth activities

Haona) Fesserabon of Formal and informal adult education

b dpaitones Leo Baeck School in Haifa

;m:%%:m? Kibbutz Yahel

SN S haton o A1l this work must continue--and there is so much more to do.

‘Workd Urion lor

L Buring recent years, I have been privileged to serve as President
Bt S latn o A of Temple Society of Concord, Syracuse, New York. I am well aware
i of the financial pressures every congregation faces theee days.
Bt 8. Sk With many congregations running substantial deficits, and perhaps
o Tl even pressing members for contributions beyond membership dues, it
Pl Ik 3. i is difficult to contemplate sending yet another fund-raising letter.

But does a $5 bill really pose a threat, particularly when our co-
religionists in Israel are in such desperate need of this assistance?

I ask that you do no more than I did when I was in your position:
join with your rabbi in enabling our people to participate in the
sacred work of building a strong Reform Judaism in Israel.

Shalom, ﬁ
"}MIF I J:. Chairman

s
Tracy H.° Fergus



8.

1O TO COMDUCT A 45 PE” FAMILY CAPAIQ! Il YOUR CONGREGATION

%end a letter on personal or Temple statiocnery to every member family,
(See sample on reverse side).

If féasible, the lctter should Lie signed by at least one lay leader as
well as the rabbi. The responsibility for supporting Israel Reform
Judaism is shared by all of us, rabbis and laypersons alike,

‘@il the letter in a separate envelope. Putting it together with a batch
of other vaterial will dilute its effectiveness. Yes, it will cost a few

dollars. Dut is this not a very small contribution from your congregation's

budget toward our future in Israel?

Ask for a minimum $5 contribution. Some people will want to give more.
i/liy not? One colleague wrote that "$5 is an embarrassingly small figure."
lle suggested to his people that they should give whatever is necessary to
assuage their embarrassment.

lise your Terple Bulletin to reinforce the rmailing. Rerminders are always
helpful, i'any congregations list the name of contributors in the Dulletin.
It is a thoughtful pesture which invariably yields more fruitful results.

Ask that checl's 'e made out either to your congregation, or to '"Israel

neform Judaism”, If checks are rade out to your congregation, please deposit

then and forward one large check to our office. If made out to "Israel
neform Judaisn, please forward individual cliecks to us.

Please make your campaign now. All ronies should be forwarded to us by
June 30, the end of our Campaipn Year.



SALPLE LETTTR

Near [erber:

I'li, a lieutenant in the Golani fivision, was wourded in the Pattle for

*it, liermon during the Yom Kippur 'ar. During his long recuperation, he had
tire to reflect on his identity as a Jew which, for him, had always been
secular amnd national.

After years of reading and thought, he wrote to Rabbi }loshe Zemer of our
lleforn congrepation in Tel Aviv:

"] was never close to religion, probably hecause the religious
establishnent does rot lmow how to attract Israeli youth. If
there is a way, it would seert to ne that yours is the way."

Ours is the way.- to help tridge the "religious' gap, to help find relevant
contemporary means of authentic Jewisli expression appealing to many Israelis
who are experiencing a religious reawakening. Our vital and imaginative
programs there, our struggling congregations, our pioneering leadership, are
severely retarded because of lack of funds.

Feeling strongly ahout the urgency of strengthening and encouraping our
developing Tovement in Israel, we solicit your support. All I am asking
for is $5.00. (If, however, the small apount embarrasses you, send whatever
it takes to overcome your eibarrassment).

uring the past few years, major gains have heen made by the Reform ..overent
vithin the Vorld Zionist Orpganization. Despite these, our institutions in
Israel continue to receive little or no funding from the Israeli government.
Israel's Meform Jews continue to rely on our support.

This money won't plant trees; it won't feed immigrants, and it won't nave

roads; but it may nourish a flame of faith in Israel that will burn for
generations.

Sincerely,



$5 CAMPAIGN FOR REFORM JUDAISM IN ISRAEL

FACT SHEET
Since 1967, monies received through this Campaign have been used in support of:

Congregations. There are now thirteen Reform (Progressive) congregations in cities
and towns throughout Israel. These serve large cities (Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and Haifa),
suburban areas (Ramat Gan, Ramat ha-Sharon, Ramat Aviv, Kiryat Ono) and smaller towns
(Netanya, Nahariya, Rishon le-Tzion, Upper Mazaret, Beer Sheva). Where our Israeli
congregations once attracted western olim only, they are now appealing to a new sabra
generation searching for an alternative to rigid Orthodoxy and cold secularism.

Youth Movement. Consistent with the pattern of Israeli life, we have established a
National Youth Movement for Israelis between the ages of 13 and 23. Many of the parti-
cipants come from families who are not identified with Reform Judaism, thus giving us

an outreach beyond congregational affiliation. Groups have been formed throughout

Israel. Some prepare youngsters for Kibbutz Yahel. Others seek to develop future
leadership in every walk of Israeli life. Meetings are held weekly under the super-
vision of trained madrichim. Day-long national and regional events are held periodically.
A two-week summer camp program was instituted last year; registration will be doubled
during this coming summer. The National Director is Rabbi Tovia Ben Chorin, a Sabra

and graduate of HUC-JIR, Cincinnati.

Kibbutz Yahel. Israeli government and Jewish Agency funds provide the housing,
agricultural and industrial installations which make Yahel a Kibbutz. We must supply

the human and material resources to make Yahel a Reform Jewish kibbutz. An Israeli
rabbinical student, Gil Nativ, is 1iving at Yahel, teaching and providing spiritual
guidance to the young chalutzim. Other leaders of our Israel Movement make periodical
trips there totsach and counsel. The kibbutz library contains an expanding catalogue

of essential texts. Our colleagues Allan Levine and Hank Skirball, who are supported
almost entirely by $5 Campaign revenues, continue to play an indispensable role in

the spiritual development of Yahel. When a second settlement, Yahel "Bet" is established
during the coming months, existing requirements will double.

The Leo Baeck School, Haifa. Now serving more than 1000 high school and junior high
students, the school continues to be a major factor in building a Reform Jewish future

in Israel. Traditional materials are taught from a liberal perspective. Youngsters

from disadvantaged homes, primarily Sephardim, attend on full scholarship. The student
body includes some fifty new olim from Russia. Three LBS graduates are currently
studying in Jerusalem, for careers in the Israeli Reform rabbinate, Many other graduates
serve the Movement as youth advisors and lay leaders.

Israeli Rabbinical Program. A qualified Israeli-born and Israeli-trained rabbinate is
essential for the future. Six young Sabras are currently enrolled in a program which
includes course work at HUC-JIR Jerusalem and at the Hebrew University. ﬂrdinatiop
requires the achievement of two Masters degrees, one from each institution. The first
graduate of this unique program, Mati Rotem, is due to receive smicha next year, A1l

six students are serving part-time as congregational rabbis, youth leaders and at Kibbutz
Yahel.

Rights, Recognition and Financial Support: Where We Stand. There has been some progress.
Kibbutz Yahel and the Leo Baeck School do receive government and Jewish Agency funds,

but only for items of a "general" nature. Programs specifically oriented toward Reform
Judaism receive no funds. Our congregations, similarly, rely entirely on the support of
their members, and Reform Jews throughout the world.

Ultimate victory in this continuing struggle depends, in large measure, on building a
strong Israel Movement, At present, financial responsibility remains with those of us

in North America who are sensitive to the situation.




June 18, 1979

Mr. Gerald A. Levine
One Highland Drive
Corning, N.Y. 14830

Dear Mr. Levine:

Your letter of June 13 in regard to the $5 per Family Gampaign for Reform
Judaism in Israel has just reached our office. Rabbi Schindler left the
country yesterday for a series of meetings in Israel and Europe. He will
not return to his desk ustil late July or early August. Be assured your
note will be brought to his attention at that time.

With kindest greetings, I am

Sincerely,

Edith J. Miller
Assistant to the President



From the desk of
RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHIN R
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I thought the enclosed might
be of interest to you.

Dear Alex:

I think we ought to
leave the situation alone.



One Lincoln Center
Syracuse, New York 13202
September 9, 1975

Mr. Nathaniel E. Hess
Sloan's Court
Sands Point, New York 11050

Dear Nat:

I have just left Ira Youdavin's office in the attempt
to make plans for the meeting of the Executive Committee and
the next Commission meeting.

I was told that you had inquired as to who had called
the meeting. I assure you I want no continuing personal differ-
ences with you and I must, therefore, after these several months
of unpleasantness, advise you that any complaints that you may
have concerning the leadership of the Commission should be
addressed to Alex Schindler, Matt Ross and Joe Glaser.

I had told you months ago that Alex and Matt had
specifically advised me that I was the Chairman and at that
time it was not deemed necessary that there be a formal elec-
tion. However, Joe Glaser, who has also asked me to proceed
"as if", has pointed out the need for a formal election. T
intend to proceed in accordance with their specific directioms
to me.

While you had charged me with being "insensitive"
at the time of our personal talk in Connecticut after the
board meeting, I have been troubled and, to this wvery date,
do not understand your reluctance to accept the thanks of
the Commission members and the union for your past services
and to lend a helping hand to those who would attempt to
succeed you in implementing an effective program for the
Commission.

In a more personal vein, I wanted you to know that
my wife, Betty, and I will be in Israel from September 29th
to October 9th and we both wish you and yours a Happy New Year.

Sincerely,
[naabk

Tracy H. Ferguson
THF :ga
cc: Rabbi Alexander Schindler
Union of American Hebrew Congregations
8§38 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York



Mr. Nathaniel E. Hess
Page Two
September 9, 1975

cc:

Matthew H. Ross, Esq.
245 Park Avenue
New York, New York

Rabbi Joseph Glaser
Central Conference of American Rabbis
790 Madison Avenue
New York, New York

Rabbi Ira Youdavin

Union of American Hebrew Congregations
838 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York




Rabbi Alexander M.

cc: Rabbi Joseph B. Claser

Rabbi Ira Youdovin

June 26, 1975



May 14, 1975

Rabbi Ira Youdovin

Rabbis Balfour Brickner & Richard G. Mirsch; Albart Vovspan
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MIEMORANDUM

\ Date May 12, 1975

From__ Rabbi Ira S. Youdovin

To

rt Vorspan, Rabbi Balfour Brickner

Copy for information of ____Rabhi Richard G. Hirsch

Subject Bulletin/Newsletter from Israel

As part of the agreement the World Union will soon complete with the

w20, funds will be available for us to publish a bulletin/newsletter/
journal/magazine perhaps quarterly. This will be done in Israel, for
distribution arcund the world, primarily, of course, in North America.

We must now determine the format and contents...and would greatly
appreciate your thinking. You know the gamut of periodicals on, for,
from and about Israel. Where are the most significant gaps? How can
we best serve our own institutional needs, and those of Israel?

I would appreciate receiving your recommendations at your earliest
convenience. It should also be an agenda item for our meeting on
May 22.

Thank you all in advance. _ f,{./“-f
k:—-" |

s
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Z27th February, 1977

Rabbi Alexander Schindler,
UAHC,

838 Fifth Avenue,

New York, N.Y.10021

Dear Alex,

I am in receipt of your letter of February 14, together with your
separate note recommending that we setf aside Wednesday April 20 for
a meeting on the various fund-raising problems. I think that is a
good date, and am hereby asking Ira to coordinate it. I suggest that
we start as early as possible in the morning and go through to noon
at least.

In regard to your letter of February 14, your suggestion to have

David Mersky be the coordinator is a subject for discussion, only

after we have all agreed on the procedures to be followed. I understand
that David and Ira are very close, both professionally and personally,
and perhaps the two of them together should do some advance discussion
on this matter and come up with a recommendation which would serve

as a basis for our discussion. If you agree, then why don't you
recommend this to David? I am sending Ira a copy of this letter, so
that he can begin to do some thinking as well.

I assume you will not be coming to the meetings of the Jewish Agency,
and look forward to seeing you in April.

Bivracha,
-

olledn

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch

cc. Rabbi Ira Youdovin
Mr. Tracy Ferguson

&) A2 A,



Pebruary 14, 1977

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler

Babbi Richard G. Hirsch

How is Vednesday, April 20
problems? 1 an saving the date and 1f

you feel should meet with us please let me know so I can extend inmvi-
tations.

While my mote of this morming suggests & mannar of coordinmation, the
pﬂlnmmwwm.:ﬂu-m'yﬁthu
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February 14, 1977

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch

World Union for Progressive Judaism
13 King David Street

Jerusalem, Israel

Dear Dick:

1 presume the strike is over for your letter of February 7 has just
reached me. By now, I trust you have received my letter to Tracy on
the same problem. 4And it is & problem which wiil beset us to some
degrees until we can attain assent from the College -Institute for a
truly united Reform fund raising effort. But im the meantime we must
do the very best we can to coordinate our zfforte.

David Mersky heads our fund-raising efforts for MUM and RJA. I can tell
you that Fay Mermey is doing a magnificent job for MUM and David is
therefore able to concentrate on the RJA. We are seeking to widen our
horizons and to have community appeals. We've tried it in Detroit with

a good measure of success, in Chicago a3 well snd coue June we plan a large
New York dinner honoring Mutt Ross. This will really be a first for us

in this area., BSince David i3 steeped in fund-ralsing activities, he
maintains a calendar of events not alone for the Raform Movement but for
the Jewish Community as a whole.

We have to be careful not to undertake a campaign #én an area at the same
time as local or regional rund-raising is going on for Federations and
Welfare Funds and the like. Thus I want David to be the contact for
clearance on all UAHC, WUPJ and Israel Commission efforte, This is made
necessary by the fact that of late we have run into a great deal of trouble,
per my recent memo to you. He will be in the best position to d