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Date. __ ----i"'r1ffla:~~,_--'lt--:2r-,=--l-t-41-~n6~9---

From __ R_A_B_BI_R_I_CH_A_R_D_G_._H_IR_S_CH_,_D_ir_ec_t_or ____ _ 

To 

Copy for information df:r . . latha 1iel dess, .. ,., 
Rabhi Leonard Schoolman 

Subject ________________________________ _ 

s you know, our Israel Committee meCJting will be held on 
•,ionduy, \~ay 19, inu11ediat ly af r t~e Beiar<l ri1eeting, 
prohai ly r:o.,cl ding nc 1 •· J.30-4:00 p.m. I wonder 
if it ·muld l,e~i e for s tn t<;.•et i. fH1iately tbereaftcr 
to discuss a nu111L~r of t11e probl ·ms concerning t e I~racl 
Committee, withs ecial relation to the 9fMtH%~ World Union 
for Progressive J~dai~.? This rray b le laBt chance for 
all of us t:o b t~ .. h .r 1,rior to m • le ving, anti r think 
it is essential for us to haVt? one me -·ting. 

Al.so, I think it im1,ortant for u o discuss the role of 
Rabti S},.irtall an det .rn1ine on a Lasic job uescription. 

J{,/,5,o~s ~ctiott Cttttt,· 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, O.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800 
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MIEM (0) IreAJNIQ) UM 
Date __ M_a_.y~l---'-5..L,_19_6-'-9 ___ _ 

From Rabbi Leonard A. Schoolman 

To 
Rabbi Maurice W. Eisendrath 

-~ 

Copy for information of ________ R_a_bb_i_· _S_c_h_indler, Mr. Nathaniel Hess, Rabbi Richard Hirsch 

Subject ___ M_E_ET_I_N_G_ON_M_O_N_DA_Y_A_F_T_ER_N_O_O_N..::...,_t,_1A_Y_l9_. _______________ _ 

Rabbi Hirsch is very eager to set up a meeting with you, Rabbi Schindler, 

t,;r. Hess, and myself concerning the work of the Israel Committee,on 

Monday, May 19, after the completion of the Committee Meeting, at about 

3:30 

Will you please let me know whether this time is convenient to you? 

~lany thanks. 



Il)TIJJMI 
February 17, 1969 

Rabbi William A. Rosenthall From _______________________ _ 

To 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Copy f r infm"l'llatio of Rabbi Jacob K. Shankman, Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

Sc.bjec. _____________________________________ _ 

I am back at my desk again and wish to respond to your recent memoranda. 

Thank you for your comments on the proposed program for the Amsterdam 
WUPJ Conference. Soon there will be occasion to refer to its particulars. 

Thank you too for your expression of satisfaction with my summary of your 
report on the trip to Israel. I do not think that it implies your avowal 
of Zaoui's cause. You spoke to him at our request, and we are grateful not 
only for your verbal account to us here, but also for your having been so 
helpful in persuading Mr. Glass to remain in his post through the forth
coming period of transition. 

The appointment of Andre Zaoui has now been made. Both he and the congrega-
tion have been officially advised. We his arriv 1 ~n/erusalem 
about the beginning of August, 1969. QI> ~ 

Thank 
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IMIIE:IMI (Q) ~AJNI[J) 11JJIMI 
Feh . 12, 1969 

Date. _______ ____ _ 

RABBI RICHARD G. HIRSCH, Director 
ro£A4-----~-----__:_ __________ _ 

To Rabbi Jacob Shankman 

Co y for informatio~~i William Rosenthall, 
Mr. Nathaniel E. 

Schindler, 

Subject ADDITIO?JAL PERSONNEL FOR ISRAEL 

Thia ls to inform you that Rab~i Henry Skirball, Director of NFTY, 
has indicated that he is planning to mo on "aliyah" to Israel and 
that he would be willing to a~sume responoibilJ.ty for the direction 
of all you.th programs in Iorael, includin~ both the programs for 
Amorioen youth and for our indigenous youth movernont. I am voey 
excited about the prospects, and be Hove we should have a discus
sion with Henry confi:rminf the arrangements . 

Tho fact that Rabbi Skirball will be going on "aliyah" hae, of 
course, made us reconsider the advir.ebility of sending Irv Kaplan. 
We have now concluded that onlj' one full-time American is necessary 
and that, as additional staff _is requirod 9 the tHrector should 
engage Israelis. 

I had thought that Skirball would be going over on the same basis 
thc:t w. had intcnced to :::end Ka,. lan, namely, that the budget 
would cone from the Union of Ame'.1'.'ican Hobrew Cone;regations 1 even 
thou;,;h a significant part of his work will deal wlth the develop
i!'Cnt of the indigenous youth Movement which will he part of the 
World Union for Progressive Judaism congregations. 

Th "'fore, I would like to set up a meetinr: with Henry for March 10, 
'-.!£.llowing the ·meeting of the Executi~-o Committee of the WUPJ. 

You will recall that immediately after the meeting, we have to meet 
wi~h Rabbi Eugone Lipman, and I wil_ ask Henry to remain and meet 

with us after we have finished with Gene. 

JZel!.51DM5 ~ct{'-""' (e~tn· 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036. TEL. {CODE 202) 387-2800 
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WEST GERMANY 

January 17, lStiS 

Dear Member of the Governing Body: 

It is with regret that we find it necessary to postpone 
our Governing Body meeting scheduled for Monday, January 20th . 
We have rescheduled the meeting for Monday, March 10, !SGS 
at 10:30 a.m. We will meet at 038 Fifth Avenue, and a light 
luncheon will be served. Kindly return the enclosed attend
ance card. 

Some members of our Governing Body may not have read of the 
lamented death in London of our Honorary Life Member and 
inspiring friend, Mr. Bruno Woyda. Mr. Woyda's passing marks 
the end of a remarkably dedicated and productive life, and 
we all shall miss him and his idealistic leadership. Mrs. Woyda 
may be addressed at: 12a Telford Parade Mansions, Streatham 
Hill, London S.W. 2, England. 

I am pleased to enclose the dust-jacket of our forthcoming 
volume Prayerbook Reform in Europe by Rabbi Dr. Jal{ob 
J. Petuchowski. The bookis being published in cooperation 
with the Material Claims Conference, and will be available 
within a couple of weeks. 

With the very kindest of greetings, I m 

WAR:fs 
enclosures 

• 

Executive Director 

l 

The World Un ion For Progressi ve Judaism Ltd . has con sultative status with UNESCO, UN ICEF, and th e Economic and Social Counci l of the United Nations 
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JAl(()B J. PETUOIOWSI{l 

PRAYERBOOK 
REFORM 

$10.00 

IN EUROPE 
THE LITURGY OF EUROPEAN 

LIBERAL AND REFORM JUDAISM 

by JAKOB J. PETUCHOWSKI 
with a foreword by Solomon B. Freehof 

THIS VOLUME IS THE ONLY EXTENSIVE STUDY 

of the evolution of the liberal prayerbook in 
Judaism. Dr. Petuchowski, renowned scholar 
and professor at the Hebrew Union College -
Jewish Institute of Religion in Cincinnati, has 
written the first history of the liturgical changes 
and innovations in the Reform movement in 
Europe and has thus drawn the background for 
the imposing presence of Reform worship in 
America, South Africa, Australia, and elsewhere. 
Never before have all of the developments in 
European synagogal usage been analyzed, and 
for his exhaustive study the author has used 
more than 170 prayerbooks to present the fullest 
possible picture of Reform Jewish devotions for 
the weekdays, Sabbaths and Festivals. 
Dr. Petuchowski gives a lucid exposition of the 
basic characteristics of Jewish liturgy in the 
Preface, and his easy style continues throughout 
the work. As the diverse parts of the liturgy are 
discussed systematically in more than a dozen 
chapters, the relevant Hebrew source quotations 
are reproduced in full , and the reader is thereby 
enabled to sense the shifts of mood in theology 
as well as esthetics. Above all, the dynamic qual
ity of Judaism is to be seen in the vibrant growth 
of the last century and a half. 
In the rich store of topics detailed in the book -
some of them still controversial and all of them 
timely - are the questions of order and decorum 
during prayer, the confrontation over Zion and 
Jerusalem, the practice of adding new liturgical 
creations to the siddur, and the problem of short
ening the hours of public worship. 
Rabbi Dr. Solomon B. Freehof of Pittsburgh, 
Honorary Life President of the World Union 
for Progressive Judaism, has supplied a brief and 
penetrating foreword, and a thoughtful apprecia
tion has been written by the President of the 
WUPJ, Rabbi Dr. Jacob K. Shankman of New 
Rochelle. 



JAKOB J. PETUCHOWSKI 

DR. JAKOB J. PETUCHOWSKI is Professor of Rab
binics and Jewish Theology at the Hebrew 
Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion 
in Cincinnati, Ohio. Born in 1925 in Berlin, he 
was educated in his native city and in Scotland, 
England, and the United States. He holds the 
B.A. Honours degree in Psychology from the 
University of London, Rabbinic Ordination, the 
Master's and Ph.D. degrees from the Hebrew 
Union College, and an honorary degree from 
Maimonides College of Winnipeg, Canada. 

• 
Dr. Petuchowski has been a rabbi in West Vir-
ginia and Pennsylvania, a member of the Visiting 
Faculty in Philosophy and Religion at Antioch 
College in Ohio, and the first rabbi and director 
of Jewish Studies at the Hebrew Union College 
Biblical and Archaeological School in Jerusalem. 

He has written several books, including The 
Theology of Haham David Nieto ( New York, 
1954) , and Ever Since Sinai ( New York, 1961; 
2nd edition, 1968) , and he has edited the liturgy 
of the Hebrew Union College Synagogue in 
Jerusalem. His contributions have appeared. in 
the Encyclopaedia Britannica, the Encyclopedia 
International, the Hebrew Union College An
nual, Conimentary, Judaism, Journal of Biblical 
Literature, Journal of Religion, Prozdor, Luth
eran World, Hibbert Journal, and in numerous 
other publications both in the United States 
and abroad. More than 250 articles by the rabbi 
in the fields of Rabbinics and Theology have 
appeared to date. 

Dr. Petuchowski is currently serving on the 
Editorial Boards of the Hebrew Union College 
Annual, Judaism, and the C.C.A.R. Journal. 

JACKET BY !SMAR DAVID 

Also Published by the WUPJ 

The two indispensable and widely acclaimed sourcebooks 
on the history of the Reform movement -

W. Gunther Plaut's 

THE RISE OF REFORM JUDAISM 
European Origins until 1871 
320 pages • second printing 

and 

THE GROWTH OF REFORM JUDAISM 
American & European Sources until 1948 

415 pages 

The volumes may be ordered separately at $7.50 or together, boxed, 
at $15. Distribution is through the Union of American Hebrew Con
gregations, 838 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10021. 

THE WORLD UNIO FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM, with head
quarters in New York, is the international organization of the Reform and 
Liberal Jewish movements. It was founded in 1926 in London by communal 
leaders from six countries who declared that it is the duty of each generation 
of Jews to bring the religious teachings and practices of their fathers into 
harmony with developments in thought, knowledge and the circumstances 
of life. 

TODAY the WUPT counts affiliations in two dozen lands. It employs rabbis 
around the world; ·helps organize new congregations and aids established 
synagogues overseas; convenes global conferences on contemporary Jewish 
questions; is the patron of rabbinical and teachers' seminaries in England and 
France and a secondary school in Israel; publishes prayerbooks and religious 
literature; sponsors a youth movement in Western Europe; and enjoys con
sultative status in the United Nations. 

The World Union For Progressive Judaism 
838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10021 

PETIJO 

·w 
for 

Ju 
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MIEM(O)JRANI[))lUJM 
February 11, 1969 

Date ___________ _ 

To ---.. -...__ ____ .,._.,. .. ._.___, ............. ,,_,.. .. 

Judge Emil N. Baar, Rabbis Jacob Shankman and William Rosenthall, 
Copy for information of _____ M_r_.;:__N_a_t_h_a_n_i_e_l_E_._H_e_s_s ________________ _ 

Subject ______________________________________ _ 

I am anxious to hear from you concerning your conversations with Judge Baar 
on the two matters on your agenda: (1) the matter of Mel Zager's housing 
loan, and (2) the writing of a contract between the Leo Baeck School and 
the World Union for Progressive Judaism, using our meeting of June 30, 1968 
as the guideline. 

I would like to have the Leo Baeck School contract prepared by the time 
of the next meeting of the World Union Executive Committee which will be 
held on March lOo 

It would be my recommendation that we finalize the legal contract prior to 
my leaving for Israel this summer, in the hopes that we might appoint the 
World Union representatives and c6nvene a meeting either in the summer or 
in the fall at the time of the dedication of the Leo Baeck School. 

J{ef 'j'"~s c.fict-,~tt Letttn· 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800 
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Rabbi Richard G • . Hirsch 
·:Rabbi Willirun Rosenthall.., 
:Rabbi Jacob Shar.J.cnnn, 
,Rabbi :Vaurice N. r;l sendruth : 

. ·c .c . A .R . Conference 
Statler Hilton I:Iotel 
Boston., Mass . 
U • S • A. 1 

Juno 11 J 1968 

'.subj cct: Final Prop;ram of tho Ho1"ld Union Confor·cnc __ • 

In the wake of the inn mor:1blc c ., blcs ond ovorr,c o.o t . J. C;.>ho 
'calls, it ap·::ears to be e:J cnt:.t.c:.l to put into uritin t! o 
points of agreement D-11.d c'i.if'fo:i:•encoc of o·-:-inion on t h r. or .. il 
between the World Union -:rccutivo Cor.;mittoo and tho 1:c.. r cl 
Cont'erence Orgonizinc, Cor .. m.ittrc . 

Our Committee hss had several moc tinss this ucck in r: ifa., 
To 1 Aviv anc. Jer•u:Jo.lc:n o.s 1.cl c.s te lcnhono co :n..f orcr1c: ::; 
concerning the progrn~11 . It is the collc c'\iivo fccli ; of 
bur Commi tt&e, ·which has b -on e:xp anded to include r ... ~>:i.•c:::;oL 
tuti vos o f tho Ra.;nnt Gan Coq:; regation and Ro.bbl Sa.n.i.--,J.s , r- at 
the suggestion end advice of our Israel movom(:,nt co ,,,r::r-n.iri 
the program havo bocn to a grout cxt.ont ignored. 1,, :.:.vo 
ponoultod ·-pith experts in G-overn.-r:tont and Public Ji:ffc.;.1•0 ~n 
well os those who ore well ox .,criencca with intcrnntlonal 
conferences in Israel. He believe that our proc;ro_":J. ~rne;~;or 
tions arc 0~1sontinl in tor;:1a of realit y of I3raeJ ar: pnbj c 
opinion h0r0. Ho understand that thio w~w the 1U..'1in re u.: 01 
for tronsforrir:g the Conference to J erusalem as ;;tot,..,cl :i.n 
U. • H. C. Public Hclct:i..ons Corr.o:nunique: 

n Jerusalem was chosen ao the Si.to of tho b i onniol ,)or..vcr . 
tion in order to c nohusiz c .th e s olidarity of the: FUT'.T , , .th 
the young, strugcl:i..11,.15 Progressive mov ement in th, Jci-ii: . 
State . " 

Therefore, I would li1o to discus::i w'ith you tho poil·t3 cf ro 
various sue;gestt ons which 'tJO h::wo made, which ho..vo ~ ithcr ,con 
turned d own <r not yet cpproved. 

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE-TEL-AVIV, ISRAEL, P. o. B. 16196 ., .n ,'JN7W' ,J'JN ''Jn .nll7NO il il1lllil 
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Wean~sda.z_ July 3, 19(8 
l. Tho ouestion of tho p:::-cocnco of tho ::ayor of J ·i:u,~ l ,, 
at the Official O})Oning Sesoion or at tho official r'K-'JP • .on 
of the Municipality in tho Iara.cl hucou.rr:.~ Ilr . Koll,.,._: he., 
indicated to us -'Gha.t ho be willing to appear pcrso • .. ly 
either at the reception of tho municipn.1.ity or ut -.,ll, of
ficial opening session oi tl~e Confc:ronco. If he a· t?...,•· s 
a't one 'than he would end ore of his vice-mo.yore t u tlo 

i other. It is tho stro11g :fo-.)ling of our Oo.nmi ttc.o l J-·c ti . . t 
Mr . Kollek ' s pres0nco at ·bho oponin.::; session ic .mui 1 r:011 
important in torms ot tho i.:n_p:~cssion on tho Israel.: )U.) l ~i. : 
than his pre so cc .:d; the -cr-0lsalom Muni pali ty 1~<.;;ceL ' ... ~ ·,:. • 

··2. Our Committo0 conside:. ... s!it very important thaJ.; rn:.•( J,;T con 
Gluack introducu the ?rim:: :.:ir.:.istor on Ucclnccdc.y n:.~. -~.. ..-'-.; 
is our opinion that the int oduction chouJ.d tnkc tid 1or11 
of reading the docto:rcl cit ,:tion. This would bo • . • -Jr'.f i . icf 
introduction and would r emphasize to the Ir.::rneli p1.t',lic ;he 
fact that tho l'rimo illinist01· received the Honorary do, ,:- c 
:from HUC- JIR . We do not understand the concern of tlK L cu
tive Committee that no speaker from America ohould ,~~)1,0""' 

more than once at tho Conf !'once . Thia very brief' :i.1 t:i-ocl c
tion could hardly be con"'idcrcd a cpoach and corta uL wo .ld 
bo important fro the Ior,-0li public . 

; ~-; Thu:r0a ay , Jull 4:a 1_26§ 

3 . Thn Svmnoslurr . It i~: our :feeling that °1,he oym' ')0j.':i.t1 , n - ,i..:; _____ ~ L, I I 

"Liber~l alternatives to Orthodoxy' , ory/¼oligiouo ci :i.r..J.r:; :·. 
Israe1/1 is very importar.1.t to giv'o a gonoral backgrc ind f 

' the deliverations of tho Conference. Tho idea or :i"Cch.ci~ ,. 
this n symposium to a dialogue between Aha.ron :r.foeec rind 

.}; Prof. Spioehandlor, of thirty minutes, is unnccspt · )J. t o 
t ' the latter as ·well as to our Commi ttcc. Ao I hnd :i 1'lica-' 

in our telephone di~cuso:.0113i ru'l excellent o.l tcrna.t.'.-..: e t o 
Prof. Rottonstreich, one of tho outstanding cdu,:::ct o t'rJ j_n ~ :1 

the :form of .Mr . Aryeh Simon, Director of the Bon- t"l 1 ")T.1Cn 

Youth Village . Simon is also ·well known in Is;rael '"I.<, one 
of the high ranking officers o:f th0 War o:C Indopowh:nc,.,_ 1 
of the Sinai Campaign, and as a participant in the· .L'J/40/ i. 

Rhodes Armistice Delegation.. Ho is also ver-J clo ~;', to c. r 
Movement in ideaology and in practico. 

~ 1 k1s 1~ if~ f t{c. Cv. l. f~1 1~1 .. }tu.. / u./j '-0 
• • /3 

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE-TEL-AVIV, ISRAEL, P. 0 . B. 16196 ., .n ,')M7W' ,J'JM "')n .nJl7MC il il71llil 
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We can certalnly not h.J.ve c. gc;od symposium if its cr•t "'c:.Jcc" 
,! together with th~ reports 03: ~)regressive 1ud::-..i?m in Inra.c .. 
Our Israeli .tSoara. i'cols tl"la:c :i. t wao a ru1s1ia.ko ,;o r ai•cez.. ·ooe 
two programs together. Un.loss we aro going to have i.,hc r. ,ht 

;lcind of symposium it would be better to eliminate i r; alto-
1 gother ~au.ch would be an unfortu.natG move • 

. , We arc Dtill convinced thc~"ti i·'- uo • d bo better to h .:'Ii·~ t~: 
1 nymposium on Thu.rsdc,y mo2.":.1ing and th0 reports on 1?1 1)grC'.::L 1e 
; Judaism in Israel on Th . ..r::.day afternoon. 

! 4. We certainly accept the/ i .... 0a -cnat Rabbi Eiso1'1d. \ .. :t,:-~. • s : o
.. ~ port on tho Corw:li•ctce on Hifhtn should be giv0n a :- ._>•, c ii1. 

' sesoion and we aro r:, ;;.ll convinco<i thf.i. t the teot t.: 1.:.) :Zcr 
•: this will ba· Saturday night/ ( soc suggested progrrun "'"'lvw) .. 

5 .. 
. Our Israel l1Iovemcnt is moct disturbed by the fact that t'o, 1 

·-•· have not approved havin-..:, a brief introduction to Dr. Eib 
: drath' s r eports by E.i. repz•cse:n.tativo of our movemen-'1, who "I, .ll 

.; give the Israel backff.l"OUJ'.ld on the struggle for ri~:L.t c. 1'1:-
fol t that this should bo done by the Israeli Cho.irrn ·m of ~ lis 
; session, who would tlco introduce Dr. Eisendrath. ~·bJ:.·:.._i: 
-· a.hsolutol,y ess ;ntj_q:l ~£:t_th0 Israol publi9 so thaj!._!:h ~L ,.11, 
not. sot the i1;1or , s-:,ion ths.t thc~0 is en t\ll£mni; frr"'_,L ln_ ]4 

·~,., i ,iQ__import a. pol:L't;icf-'.1.1 solutton to our problomo. 

i \le must emphasize that our Israel Progressive Movcr;:i,:m·~ 
, ini tiatod and :r.equostcd the World Union I s attcmf;t to hel , us 
• in our struggle f'or rightc , ( ~a wao the cuso at t l") J.~)6 ( 

London Conference )., We feel that it would be unwi e•:.1 to • opa
. , rate our brier . disc:x:•iption of tho Icrael problem from t h . 

proposed solution ot the World Union Com.i."Ilittee on right 
Therefore, our I'-lovooent insists on a brie:f introch ction y 

·"" an Israeli to Dr. Ei scnd:ra th ' s re port . 

,t 6 . Friday, July: 5tha 1.968 .. 
We would at~ongly raccomend that the R.S . G .. B. re po;:t or i . 

Progressi-ve Jewish Settlement near Jerusalem bo _ r:,:...vc"" .. 1 ) 

minence at the Fri day morning p~ ~i:mi~al9~ e ¼on const: 1ont's 
reports. 

QRGA'NIZING COMMITTEE-TEL-AVIV, ISRAEL, P. o. 8. idt96 ., .n ,'JN7W' ,J'JN·'rn ,nJJ7 NOi1 i11llli1 
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Tho major problem and topic of disc~scion is .Ali.y .h ., .! 
you arc intcrezting in cr,_~)tarir.g tl1e lmagin• tion )f the 
Israeli public th~ this sn.::n.u .. d be given prominci. , a t 10 
Friday o.orning :p::."cl:.'..:ninr..rJ c0ssion. \fa aloo sugr .1Lt t 1~, • 
this matter be put 0;.'1 the a 0e:ado. of the Govorninr: l'.o -;-.r d 
mcetins on 1;lcdncsd.ay 11 July 3rd. ii.a you chc.11 cc~ h :zi 

rocoive tn0 copy of our propoGcd resolution. ~h~ i d 
this project, hac t10 full bcckin5 ot tho Ioroel 
fovement • 

.. ! Friday cvcninc; - - On'":~ Shf'ibbnt. • 
I 

7 . Our movcoer.d;; to · l..., thz,t th0 test placo for P!·~,:::. G-1 .ck' s 
nddress would be v:t tha Pridr....y diru1c:c - OncG ("•1 ::. 1,a:; t r .i.nG 
tho place of' the 9F.nq1.,.:.t ar ,;;o fool that Dr ,. Gl ,c.; ic' s 
address would bo in tho O.)~ri t of the Shabbat rJo:r· J than 
Abramov's political and legal :.:u1a1is10 on the qu '•c t:Lon )~ 

' rightsi Wo would lil:o to :::-opeat our sup;00&tion t l i/.;; th , 
topic of Dr. Gluock i s addre::is bo 

1'/,lxchoology, reli,·;ion • a · l 
tradi tion!' rather thun on the tol)ic of( Israel all' ~ 'i.ll.e 

J Diaspora~1 sinca this subject should hc.vo been com ... l.,tol:,r 
,, exhausted in the T u.r:::do.y nigi."1.t session~ • 
;; 

j Saturday ni0ht 1 ;July 6 2 1968 
, Wo are c onvinced ~tha1 th best program for speakor3 &t whe 

closing session would bo t:.S follows: 

A 20 minute brief SJ."1.alysis of tho problems of our k,V-\)I.:l .t 
in termc of ris:~t by 3.Il Israel Rabbi . 

I 

2 ) A 20 minute logal analysis of the pro·bloms by :T. K. /1 ammt . 
3) The 45- minute address by Rabbi Eisondrath . 

r ":l We are c onvinced that this would. be the bent posci 1)lc t ::. 
j f or tho r eport on the committee of rights and i·t 1;lHU.cl. 

best to have Abramov a:1d Eisondrath together. An I ,:-ro~, 
to y ou Abramov would not be available 0 11 ~hursday boc am: 
of the Liberal Party Convention • 

. If you insist on .bavir:.g Dr. Glueck givo hio adclrc:--l '1 or. 
Saturday night then we would neverthelesc conoidc:'.' it ,... •• 
senti aJ. t hat Mr. Abramov' s loga.l. analysis be give 1 l,hn/\i :- 'J.lilO 

./5 
ORGANIZING COMM .ITTEE-TEL-AVIV, ISRAEL, P. o.'B. 16196 ., .n ,')NlW' ,J'JN - ')n .nJllND il i11lllil 
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evening so tha·t it could. 'be presented ·to the Israel . pu· ~ ,, 
which would not be tho cas0 at the Onog Shabb~t . 

a. ll'inally, we would connidor it important for tl }.c df 1 
of our motoment to ho.vc c. m20tine with some of tho ;, t. t· ... -
ing poli t1cal a.1d educ::1.tionnl lo.o.u.oro who aro cone c. \ th 
tho iYolieiouo cri::;ir: :Ln I rael cmd ·:, ou.-r ct ... "'uc:el ."c 
rip;hts. It iG 01,;··" ousr·0c:::tion that thio mootin0 t, . pl e: J 

on Sunday nie}'l~C 9 July ?t .... , in Jcruaale .. 

Once again, \TC mu::,t st:.~ongly u.rc,O ;you t hat the rna 'r,: (;!.'::'.. r-
ion for progr~ d.1.oc· scio .1 ba hc.t which wouJ. male ·th l Jt 
possible coni'crc..1c{., in tho .,,.iew of the people, of I : .. cl . 

1 

Kindly cable yo= ~coponse lo 

j 

oll above points im. ~u i t.tc 7._ 
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WEST GERMANY 

April 3, 1968 

Dear Colleagues: 

Since the UAHC Biennial, a number of questions have arisen 
concerning the respective roles of the UAHC Committee on Israel 
and the World Union for Progressive Judaism. I hope that this 
letter answers some of them. 

The ultimate objectives of both groups in Israel are in full 
harmony and it should be clear that we regard our.selves as full 
partners in the enterprise, working together for the attainment 
of an enlarged Progressive Jewish movement in Israel. In this 
partnership the Epirit of mutual candor and trust as well as of 
confidence and hope exists. This is the mood in which we are 
cooperating. In fact, I am pleased to announce that Rabbi 
Richard G. Hirsch (whose visit to and report on Israel triggered 
the concern at the Biennial) has accepted the chairmanship of 
the World Union Israel Committee. His competence and dedication 
uniquely fit him for this work. 

The World Union's program is worldwide. It supports congregations 
and maintains rabbis everywhere. For this program, the World 
Union must continue to make ·its separate appeal for help. 

The Dollar-Per-Person Campaign and the UAHC Committee are intended 
to assist the World Union's efforts in Israel and to expand and 
develop the UAHC's special program there. 

It is clearly understood and agreed that the Dollar-Per-Person 
Campaign is not intended to support that part of the World Union 
program which is outside of Israel, nor that part which is already 
in Israel. (The World Union presently grants stipends to 7 
congregations in Israel and has had as many as 5 rabbis in Israel 
on its payroll at one time.) For this work, it is imperative that 
any support hitherto given to the World Union not be curtailed. 
Contributions from Friends, constituents, Congregations, Rabbis' 
letters of appeal, grants, Sisterhoods, Religious Schools, the 

The World Union For Progressive Judaism Ltd. has consultative status with UNESCO, UNICEF, and the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations 
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Regional Adoption Programs, and Keren Ami religious school funds for 
the Leo Baeck School must in no way be diminished. 

The Dollar-Per-Person Campaign must also be successful: There are parts 
of its dramatic program which fall specifically within the purview of 
the UAHC. The World Union is also a partner in the Dollar-Per-Person 
Campaign and it is in on the ground floor. For it is understood and 
agreed that there are new opportunities and both existing and growing 
needs which cannot be met with the present limited funds of the World 
Union. These relate to salary adjustments, congregational subventions, 
implementation of efforts to win religious rights for our rabbis, develop
ment of new congregations, engaging additional rabbis and other vital 
needs. There is complete and unanimous agreement between the World Union 
and the UAHC Israel Committee on the priority of these needs as the first 
claim upon the Dollar-Per-Person Campaign receipts. 

As the programs develop, and hopefully as the dollars flow in, the World 
Union and the UAHC will review the needs, assess the support and allocate 
the funds in an agreeable and amicable manner. There is no fixed formula 
of financial division at the present time but we shall work together in 
closest harmony and cooperation to divide the money fairly. 

We are partners in the development of Progressive Judaism in Israel. To 
those who have responded, we· renew our expression of gratitude, and to 
those who have not yet responded, we express our earnest plea that they 
share enthusiastically and generously in the common undertaking. 

Sincerely, 

~~::-----
President 
World Union for Progressive 

Judaism 

cc: Presidents of Congregations, Boards of WUPJ and UAHC, 
NATA, NATE 
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MlEM (0) ~ANlD)llJJMI 
Date September 9, 1968 

From ____ R_a_b_b_i_W_i_1_1_i_a_m_R_o_s_e_n_t_h_a_1_1 ______ _ 

To Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Subject __________ --'"-'--------------------------

In response to your inquiry of September 5th on the 
Shazar reception tape, I want to assure you we are no 
less desirous of having a copy not only of Dr. Shankman's 
remarks but also the discourse of President Shazar. 

I have been awaiting the arri val of the official transcript 
which was promised on July 4th, but have also written to the 
Director of the BetNlsi to remind him of our unflagg-i!tlg 
interest. 





• 
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' Ra/Jiu /<k,o/,. K. S~an 

September 3, 1968 

To: Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Dear Alex: 

The enclosed copy of my note to Zimskind is self
explanatory. I presume that he included me in 
his list of correspondents because of my position 
in the World Union and not because I have anything 
to do with Dimensions. But I do feel sorry for 
the young man for there appears to me to be more of 
a problem than just writing poetry. 

May I take advantage of this moment in writing to 
you to remind you of your gracious promise to send 
me a tape of my remarks at Shazar's reception. I 
shall be grateful for them. 

With kindest regards and best wishes for the New 
Year, 

JKS:R 
enc. 

Ever yours, 



,,. 

September 3, 1968 

Rabbi lathaniel Zimskind 
Temple Israel 
119 last Fayette Street 
Un~ontown, Pa. 15401 

Dear Colleague: 

It vas very kind 
it•• of correspon 
Dimension$, 

As you may be 
Di11ens1ons 
abiding 1 
movemen • 
your p 
I unde 
Alell s 
it a 

J!'.S: rf 

d •• the copies of th• various 
younelf ·and 1;he editors of 

no official connection with 
n anyone else ~as, except fo~ the 

the t ength and extension of. our 
la ry sorry th.at you have had 

havin, had similar experiences myself 
I hope that l shall be seeing 

e in the near future and 1 shall aalce 
about the matter. 

the Hew Year, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Jacob K. Shankman 
Prelident 
World Union for Progressive Judaism 

• 

I 
' 

I 
I 
I 
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MIE:M(O)~AJNID)lUJM 
Date __ re_b_l'Ual'Y ___ 2_3_,_ 1_t _1_1 __ 

From RABBI RICHARD G. HIRSCH, Director 

Rabbi Maurice N. Ei■endNth 
To 

i Alexander Schindl I Mr. Albert VOl'llpan 
• Copy for information of ______ -::,,,"'o::::=:.~-\------------4---------

• • \ a:r- i O ~ ;,,,,,. ~ ~CR_ 

Thi■ i■ to co~il'II that all ,-llt11g"""YirfcS" ... w TOl'k on Tue■day 1 
Mutch 5 to ... t with youAo

1
~ &1Mllllt111111' ■ proposal tbat 

I a■■Ulle th• chairaan■ hip oft of the v.u.P.J. 
I ha•• di■cua■ed th• •tter wi uked hill to be 
with u. By the.._ of thi■ ,...,-.I!!~~t::::am1ncller and Al Vonpan, 
I u uking thea to join u u well. 

Appended heNto i• an outline of aaae of the MtteN which should be 
di■G\111Nd 1 not neces■arily at our preliainlll'Y ... ting but on the 
genaal agenda. I have fOIWllated tbi■ - li■t ■o that all .of you can 
give &OM thought to the deai■ion■ which will haft to be Mde~ 

I au\llN that the ... ting with Rubia Shale 
fro1111130 through lunch. 

and ltoHnthall will be 

I indicated to Nat that he and I were to NCeive invitation■ to attend 
the Executive Board ... ting of th• w.u.P.J. Hoveftl'1 u of thi■ Vl'iting1 
we haft not bMl'd fl'OII Rabbis ShanJcMn or Roeenthall • 

• 

J{el151014s tl1-ct{o.-, l,e.-,te\

uN1ON OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

2027 MASSACHUSITTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800 

f 



fUTAtffl: AGDDA 

1) lalatlOBhlp ""'"" vuc· 1 .... 1 Colalt'CH a4 w.u.,.4. 

2) Dellneattn, fW1ctiou o.f UAffC ud w.u.,.J. lan•l eo.ttt ... 

I) AdlllniatNtlon of Israel ho8"II 

.. , SolioitetiOD., fwMI• 

•• $1 c.mpe.lp 
b. WoPl,d Union Capa1 n 
e. Aftption Proara 
<I. Capital l'\mda 

S) £atul1ehaent of ladpt ud h-1oritld &. Iffael 

I) Rub1n1c Puaorm.•l Pl.an 

1) Additional RabbJ• and Con&N&&tlona 

I) Syu4ope Cent_.. b Tu AY1• alld ela.-h•N 

I) CooNlinator in. bP••l 

10) Leo la•• School 

•• Legal a.la'tioneh1pa 
h. Fiauctal Obligat1cm 

11) Journal 

12) Joint l•tter f1'0II v.u.P.J. and UAliC to All oonoeaatiCIDil: 

11) Wol'ld Union Conf•Nace ln .J'eruaal .. 

• 



MIEM (()) ~AJN[)) UM 
January 29 9 

From____!R~AB~-B~l~R~IC~H:.:AR:.:D~G::.·...:..:H=IR=-SC=H:!.., -=-D:..:__irec::...::.t..:....:.o_r ----~ 

Rabbi Maurice N. Eiaendrath 

To ~ J .xan; r Schindl~ 
_ Mr. Nat~anlel He••• Mr. Albert Vorapan 

Copy for informati_ ·on of_=---=-----.----:-------::-:--:---~--:-:::-:--::-=--~~-=---=-:-----:--:Confusion as to your position at CCAR Exacuti'Ve Committee meeting 
Subject _____________________________ _ 

The enclosed letter from. l<roniah reflect■ the poaiticn that bu now beco• fairly widespread. I waa not at the CCAR Executiw Collllllitt••• but I do remember your stating rather 'Vehe•ntly at the ••ting in your suite following • the Biennial, in the presence of Rabbis Shankman, Kahn, Rosenthall, and Reper, that you did not say that the funds would go to the World Union for Progressi'Ve Judaism. 

Sidney Regner now clai• tl)at the minutes of the CCAR Executive Co11111ittee meeting specifically ata~• in your words that the funds raised will go to World Union for Progressive Judaism. 

As you can see from Kronish's letter9 he shares your Ncollection of the ••ting, and not theirs. However, this is a matter which should be straightened,·· •• out. Bob Kahn told Nat Hess that his congregation would not giw anything • until this confusion is clarified, and a number of others are using this u a pretext not to raise funds. 

• 

J{el ,.,,01,4s tflctio" (e.,te .. 
. UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTOf( D:C. 20036. TR. (COO£ 202) 387-2800 
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II a •• ..,«-•>•• Kr•> I I• 
4144' Chase Avenue • Miami Beach, _ Florida 33140 • 538-7231 

Rabbi Richard Hirsch 
U.A.H.C. R ligiou, Actlon C ncer 
2027 M.t.11achusett1 Avenue.N.W. 
Washington D.C. 20036 

Dear Dick: 

Tevet 24, 5728 
January 25, 1968 

Nat Hess spoke to me today on the phone. H asked me about 
Baumgard. I told hi that Baumgard had decided a long tie 
ago with his congregational board to send in $2 .00 for every 
family--or about $1700.00. When I phoned Baumgard just now 
to fi d ut h y ha ac ually n d ha th 
1 n hal t h W rld Un 1 d 
by th World U o 

It see s to e t"hat they have got to get this "confusion" 
out of the way as soon as possible. When I spoke to Regner 
about two weeks ago,( I was in New York when Levi Eshkol was 
there) I gathered that Sidney Regner and Levi Olan contend 
that the c.c.A.R. Executive Conanittee never went on record 
supporting the U.A.H.C. Connnittee on Israel--but they are 
indorsing the World Union for Progr ssive Judaism. Their 
Executive C itt e ( a, you may recall) et before the Bi 1. 
I was not th re for the entire Executive Co itt e et na•· 

a only to giv y report o Iara l·· u I ha a di t 
impr asion a er Maurice i1en rah 1po • t th 
Co itte . 



OFFICERS 
Chairman, Board of Tru111s1 

Irving Fain 

Prs1idsn1 
Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath 

CCAR 

Rabbi Jacob J. Weinstein 

COMMISSION ON 
SOCIAL ACTION 

Chairman 
Irving J. Fain 

Director 
Albert Vorspan 

Auoriall Direcior 
Rabbi Balfour Brickner 

~,/ '.5'c"5 c;A,cr,ctt (,.-,tn· 
UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800 

January 29 9 1968 

Rabbi Albert A. Gordon 
Midwest Council 9 UAHC 
Box 2128 u.s. Station 
Sioux Clty 9 low 

Dear Al: 

RABBI RICHARD G. HIRSCH, Direelor 
MARVIN BRAITERMAN, Coumel 

and Di-recsor of Education and Research 

I was g an,IMll.., 18 9 fo 
the con 
glad y t the let 
to be lne ect ve. 
throu a l"II al 
If not• would ou p 

Incidentally• o 

II 

t 
b 
V 

y f da whataoe 
,,1.1,nni....-not rece 1 ved 

ln your re ion. 

gional cha!~ 
d you pl• • 
r and vho will 

g th congregations 

Yo c ai will t011atlcally be 118d a m1=er 
of ._,_,_ ... L_,'"-.~I.L Israel Coaliittee. the next tin of vhlch 
ia st dnesday 9 March 27. He will also be extended an 
invitation to participate in the World Union Conference and 
the study salon of the Israel Coeaittee 1n Jeruaale• at 
the beglnnin of July. 

Please let 
to bouae. 

rgh/es 

ar from you soon. WarN11t re ards from ho • 

SlnceNly9 

Rabbi Richard G. Hll"llch 

CCI bbi urice • Eiaendrath 
• athaniel E. Hes 

Rabbi Al• der Schindler 

The Religious Action Center, housed in the Emily R. and Kivie Kaplan Building, is under the auspices of the Commission on Social Action 
of Reform Judaism, a joint instrumentality of the CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS and the UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW 
CONGREGATIONS with Its affiliates-National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods, National 
Federation of Temple Youth. 



RABBI RICHARD G. HIRSCH, Director 

Rabbi Robert Frazin 

Mr, • . N~thani l 
• Rabbi El"Win 

IDMEL ,COMMlTTtE 
·, ' 

January 29, 1968 

We have still 'not received from you the name of the regional 
chainnan of your Israel Committee, and except for this very fine 
response from Kronish and the initial response from Baumgart, we 
ha~e not had any response whatsoever from south Florida. 

I 

I sum that you · following through on 11 your conpreg tiona. 
·would rou pl 11 1 t mo h ve prog r port on tho ul to "d~ •• 
~d abo 11end me immod.i tely the nnrne ,o your ch, irm "• I you 
ha~ ·not yet aol .ct .d Bol'll('lon , I hop you will Sf91 ct 'a p on 
who has .both interest and capacity. Incident lly, the next . meetinS( 
of the committee will be Wednesday, March 27, and the regional 
~~aipman will also be extendeq an invitation to participate 1in the 
Wor!l4 ,lJnion for Progressive Judaism conference, and .the special 
Isr~el study mission in July and Jerusale~~ 

J\lllan Feldllan has appointed Theodore Cohen of Jacksonville u the 
H.A.T.A. NpNaentatiw to help in the collecti~. May I •uaa••t 
you con,.._ a •mall COIIIDlttee oon■i■ting ~ yOUl' reglonal ohdl'IIIID, 
a Nhbi, and TheodoN Cohen to toµow through 1n a logical ayatemat1c 
1111Dner w1 th .. . the oonpegationa. • • 

• 

J{~l ,i5101,4s t..A-ct,o.-, (~-.,,tn· 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

2027 MASSACHUSITTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, O.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800 
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OflPICll OP THL PR( IDl:NT 

RADDI DR IA OB K. SHANKMAN 
◄ ~6 W bs< t Av UC 

w Roch Uc, ?II w ork 10801 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
Social Action Center 

THE WORLD UNION FOR 

PROGRESSIVE JUD I M, LTD. 

Dece ber 13, 19 7 
(dictat d th 12th) 

Union of .American Hebrew Congregations 
2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20036 

Dar Dick: 

I was very happy that we had the chance in.Montreal to meet and talk about some of 
these things and I was delighted with your enormous interest and enthusiasm. I ap
preciated your sharing your experiences and observations in Israel and felt that 
your positive outlook and construct:vP suggestions, as well as your enthusia and 
interest would be welcome assets to us in our work. I am not overlooking either 
the resources of the UAHC, which are available to yo, in addition to your own 
ta~ents. All these qualitie made me oak forward e gerly to the meeting and of 
course I was di appointed by B·11 1 c 11. Perh p w can rcsch dul the et 

or ..,om tim on D c mb r th -but, t ir t thing on Tu d y orn n 
by th tim I c n get in, you huv -- ... o I hall h v tow t to 

I th:nk, though, that even in advance of the meeting, I would like to share ome 
of the qilestions which still trouble mE'. I mentioned some of them in Montreal but 
I still wonder how widely your first message or program was circulated and then 
how extensively your report of November 10th was sent out? You will recall that 
despite being very busy in Montreal, I read that report very carefully and pointed 
out a number of objections, exceptions and dissatisfactions with it. I indicated 
my impression that it was not fair enough to the World Union, that the eager 

nces to us and the half-hearted thanks hardly serve to balance the repe t 
lt thn i.h of 'both t m ag nr th r port ld g 

V 

prlnL 
Un n 

ppy on end you 
ready h~s appeared in 

pi1,; r o th Wur d Un on. :i. il r y, I ht 
RJ\EL IN ACTION, th r nt on or 
Th w r ly n v r 
nd comm nt ry out with t, orr 

and is available in many, many places. 
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In conn t'op 'With th bove I ndicated that threw r wid dlucrep nci in 
the .,ugge.,tr.>d mi tr t,1n nt of our I ,r el i Rabbi by the World Union. It i a 
ma t unfortun te impl i.cation in th t text, that the Robb s 1 •ft I rael bee u e of 
the World Union's isinterest and neglect of them a w 11 as by our n gg rdly 
treatment. Such inferences cannot be drawn and l pointed out that {a) Kehati 
left on their recommendation,and actually, Bob Samuels wrote to the CCAR abbu 
him; (b) that personality problems on Ydit's part er ated a situation and that Bob 
and Mel could not work with him; and (c) that Zaoui left,against his own desire~ but 
because we felt that he was needed in Paris. That whole section did us much harm 
and should have been completely revised before it was distributed. 

There are other areas toowhich puzzled me. I mean for example, the question of 
the degree to which any negotiations or suggested negotiations with our Rabb:s 
there and the Congregations should bypass the World Union. There are soree things 
which prop rly ,hould come to U"> fir"'t and not in cop· s of correspondenc 
th rou h o ln l n, J Ill Fo l why ho c n' th Co 
! t ft t ng 1 L 1 • t 1 t, , t l y t 
t l th unh 1ppy vi ti m c, til -
'ble by Mr, N wman, n 1 o, ~!)0,,000 o m "i. 

used there to purchase "';he flat where we cannot hold services. e $10.,00 
been reduced to a . c:mail:1 balance of Israeli pounds. Now who will placate e an 
and who carries this responsibility? I know that you are interested and enthusiastic 
and this is both welcome and desirable., but the question arises "who is telling 
whom?" and there are proprieties in these areas. Similarly, correspondence to 
Jerusalem urging greater cooperation with Spicehandler should properly come from us. 

Still again, there is the whole ubject ot he salaries and arrangements with our 
Israeli colleagues. I believe that ther are ~ome figu es with which you y st·11 
be unfruniliar and thy are very tinent n w mu t examin th carefully. A 
the employers, we must rem rnber them and the negot tons and deci ion~, ·n h 
final analysis, must be through us and our duly constituted agents. 

In this connection, even the matter of the recent CCAR loan of $3000 to the orld 
Union is "puzzlement." I recognize that, this loan has been made to us because of 
the concern, interest and pressures of people like Kronish, Dave,~olish and yourself. 
But the CCAR is eager that we tell our men that we are able to send them the 
addi t:onal money as a "bonus" be6ause of the CCAR' s concern. Now, while the loan 
·s interest-free and we wlll not7badgered for its repayment (and I can hope and 
pry th tit my ven b written of eventually) 1 nev rthele > it is a loan and 
y t v l t Uin 1 u how to u th lo n. It pp r, th t th W rld 
Un on' th •mp oy r 1 ·thu ubLlrdlnnt d ven fLlr tten. 

I trust that you under...,tand the spirit in which I am placing the que tion for 
you. It may be that they are part of the pain and problem of widening the scope 
of our activities, but I would like you to bear them in mind so that we can examine 
them at our meeting. 



March 4 , 1969 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindle~ 

Rabbi Win. A. Rosenthall 

Thanks much for the Prayerbook Reform in Europe volume . It 
is an excellent book , one which adds much to the growing 
literature of our movement and toward the advancement of our 
mutual sacred cause 

I greatly apprec i ate t his gift . 

• 
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:M:E:M:OR.A.NDU:M: FRO:M: 

R.)l.BB1: W .:M . .A. ROSENTHALL 

THE WORLD UNION FOR 
PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

February 24, 1969 

A few days ago our brand new volume Prayerbook 
Reform~ Europe by Jakob Petuchowski was sent to 
you. It is bound to be an important contribution to 
the literature of our movement. 

Please accept it with our compliments. 



-----..i_ MEMORANDUM 
From Date 7 /14/82 

To Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Copies 

Subject 

,,n'N 
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I had a long and I believe constructive meeting with Gerry Daniel to begin 
the resolution of some of our diffj~ulties. We both agreed that it would be 
impossible to resolve all of the World Union/UAHC/ARZA conflicts until after 
you and Dick Hirsch have had an opportunity to resolve some of the other 
outstanding difficulties. 

We did, however, talk about the $5 per person campaign and resolved the 
following: 

1/ Gerry Daniel is quite right about the nature of the arrangement. It was 
clearly understood that the first $35,000 of monies received by the $5 campaign 
less some minimum charge for expenses, postage, telephone, etc. would be turned 
over to the UAHC for payment on the Skirball-Levine salary matter. Gerry 
is correct when he indicates that the money was to come from the proceeds of 
the $5 campaign and was not a general obligation of the World Union. I am 
led to believe that in the fiscal year 1980-81, the World Union raised some 
$31,000 toward that campaign and a yet to be determined amount in the current 
fiscal year. Some $23,000 of the first year has already been paid. Whether 
the fall off in receipts was due to negligence on behalf of the World Union 
or just the nature of competitive campaigning has yet to be determined, but 
I believe that Gerry is quite right in distinguishing the commitment in a 
$35,000 commitment of the World Union from a $35,000 from funds received 
from that particular campaign. 

He is very upset that the billing instructions I gave to Josh Dwork did not 
reflect that difference, and you will be receiving a copy of a memo which 
gives new instructions to Josh which I think will relieve some of Gerry's 
anxiety. 

He and I agreed, subject to your approval, that the UAHC was entitled to 
receive the total amounts raised by the campaign for the two years, less 
some agreed upon small amount for expenses. He categorically denies that 
the campaign was stopped or shunted aside, but blames the entire failure on 
Paul Kushner. Whether or not this is fact or conjecture is something we 
will have to pursue. 

He is not at all sure that the World Union wishes to give up the $5 campaign 
but feels that the whole thing has to be rediscussed. I have the feeling that 
Gerry is in a much more cooperative mood. 

2/ I asked from Gerry and received a list of those congregations that con
tributed to the $5 campaign for the last two years and I am currently having 
them matched against those congregations who went on automatic ARZA billing. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 
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I pointed out to Gerry that I was not at all sure that there was a correlation 
in these campaigns and once the ARZA office has compiled the two lists, we 
will be in a better position to make some judgments. 

3/ I asked Gerry where the World Union statements were for 1981 and he 
informed me that they were not yet prepared and that he would share them 
with me just as soon as he received them. I learned from Josh Dwork yesterday 
that Loeb and Troper have, off the record, informed him that the 1981 World 
Union statements were delivered to the Daniels on April 30, 1982. So, while 
Gerry tells me he does not have them, Loeb and Troper says that he does. We 
will have to discuss this problem as well. 

I think it was a good first meeting and we will have to talk further when you 
return. 



\NORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISN\ 
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Office of the President 

July 12, 1982 
ddt-2932 

Mr. Theodore Broido 
Administrative Secretary 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Ted: 

Please reply to Box "F" 
New Rochelle, NY 10801 

Just a line to confirm my understanding of our fruitful meeting 
of last Monday. 

il 

The understanding that you and I have, subject to approval of our 
Executives, interprets the obligation of the World Union towar~~-~' 
the Youth jlovement of the UAHC as being limited to amounts c lect
ed in 1980-81 and 1981-82 through the $5 per Family Campaign 
a reasonable amount to be agreed upon for the expenses incur 
tbe World Union to collect this money. 

During the months of August and September, meetings ~ill be held 
between members of the leadership of our organizations, to find a 
new equitable formula for the future of this campaign. You have 
asked to be given individual contribution breakdoRn for each con
gregation since the World Gnion took over, and our bookkeeper, 
Mildred Hurwitz, has promised to hand this over to you during the 
corning week. 

I hope that our meeting has brought us a step closer to resolving 
all the other outstanding issues so that we go forward in a spirit 
of cooperation and mutual assistance. 

Best regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

Gerard Daniel 

GD/ddt 
CC : Rabbi Richard Hirsch 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Rabbi Roland Gittelsohn 
Rabbi Ira Youdovin 
Mr . Matthew Ross 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel • 02-234-748 
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Mr. Gerard Daniel 
Box "F" 

PRESIDENT 

New Rochelle, NY 10801 

Dear Gerry: 

838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YO RK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 

June 10, 1982 

Thank you for your letter of June 4 and the $20,000. check which repre
sents partial payment to the UAlC on the WUPJ's obligation fran funds 
receivoo for the $5. per Family Campaign. 

I know that you and Too Broido have been talking and that you plan to 
get together for preliminary discussions during early July. While I 
would certainly like to get this entire matter resolved while Dick is in 
the country, the limited time which you have made available (August 11 to 
August 16) presents a serious problem. I will be doing sane travelling 
toward the end of that week, Roland will be in NE.'W Hampshire, Ted and 
others who need to be involved will be on vacation. My suggestion, there
fore, is that you and Ted start the conversation during early July. I am 
seeking to neet with Dick during the first week of August and perhaps we 
willall be able to get together, albeit without Dick, early in September 
to resolve the entire sitution. 

The only other rarote p:,ssibility, Gerry, would be if you could change your 
plans and be available during the first week of August. Perhaps I can per
suade Roland to cane down fran New Hampshire, Ted will be here, and, if 
necessary, I can try to persuade others required at the meeting to be in 
the city. 

With all gocx:1 wishes and regards fran house to house, I am 

Sincerely, 

cc: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
Matthew H. Ross, Esq. 
Theodore K. Broido 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Mr. Gerard Daniel 
Box "F11 

New- Rochelle, NY 10801 

Dear Geny: 

J(lle 10, 1982 

Thank you for your letter of June 4 and the $20,000. check which repre
sents partial payment to the UAI-C on the WUPJ' s obligation fra:n funds 
receive:1 for the $5. per Family Campaign. 

I know that you and Ted Broido have been talking and tli.at you plan to 
get together for preliminary discussions during early July. While I 
w::>uld certainly l.i.ke to get this entire matter resolved whild Dick is in 
the country, the limited time wr.ich you have made available (August 11 to 
August 16) presents a serious problen. I will be doing sane travelling 
toward the end of that week, Roland will be in New Hampshire, Terl and 
others who need to be involved will be on vacation. My suggestion, there
fore, is that you and Ted start the conversation during early July. I am 
seeking to meet with Dick during the first week of August and perhaps we 
wamlall be able to get together, albeit without Dick, early in September 
to resolve the entire sitation. 

The only other rerote possibility, Gerry, "WOuld be if you could change your 
plans and be available dur.inq the first week of August. Per:b.aps I can per
suade Roland to cane down fran New Hanroshire, Ted will be here, and, if 
necessary, I can try to persuade others required. at the meeting to be in 
the city. 

With all good wishes and regards fran house to oosse, I am 

Sincerely, 

cc: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
Matthew H. Ross, Esq. 
Theodore K. B:roido 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Office of the President 

June 4, 1982 
ddt-2653 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Please reply to Box "F" 
New Rochelle, NY 10801 

I am writing you on my return from Israel as agreed during our 
last meeting on May 12th. 

In the meantime I had opportunity to talk with Dick Hirsch and 
also received copy of your letter to Dick dated May 13th. 

I had agreed with you that a meeting should be arranged as soon 
as possible (even in June). It now turns out that Dick Hirsch 
will be here the latter part of July and the first two weeks of 
August to break in our new North American Director, Ben Kamin, 
and it is of course very advisable that in order to resolve all 
the outstanding matters, once and for all, Dick and I should meet 
with you and your designated people at that time. Since Ruth 
and I plan to take a vacation the last week of July and first 
week of August, I would like to propose any date between August 
11th and August 16th. 

Thanks for letting me know if these dates look convenient to you. 
If not it would be very helpful if you could let me know during 
which periods, say middle of July through middle of August, you 
will be available so that a date is being set right now. 

In fact, a first payment of $3,500.61 was made by us on January 
31st, 1981, towards the UAHC Youth Program in Israel, based on 
our April 28, 1980, agreement. 

I am enclosing a check for $20,000 as a further payment and our 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 • (212) 249-0100 / 13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel • 02-234-748 
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mid-summer meeting will, I am sure, clear up remaining amounts 
due the Union. You know, of course, my strong feeling expressed 
during our meeting, that with my letters of April 27th, 1981, 
and May 8th, 1981, we have clearly notified the Union of the need 
to change the original agreement at the completion of the first 
year. 

Just one word concerning paragraph #2 of your letter of May 13. 
The figures that Paul Kushner circulated (without my knowledge) 
to the top leaders of the World Union, are entirely incorrect. 
The 1981 figures included building fund balances not collected 
during 1981 and the increase in collections from 1981 over 1980 
was exactly $100,000, paralleled by even larger increases in our 
expenditures for Israel programs. Wherever I could I told 
recipients to disregard this sheet and did not know that one had 
been sent to Josh Dwork. You have the 1980 figures and we advanced 
the finalization of the 1981 figures, in Israel, in such a manner 
that within the next four weeks we shall be able to send you those 
figures as well. 

Just a word about our trip to Israel: The Kedem problem _! told 
you about persists despite the evidently good will of the Mayor of 

I 

Tel Aviv. We spent an inordinate amount of time to save this 
building lot and right now it~ a standoff. The intransigence of 
the Orthodox has permeated life in Israel in a manner I never 
thought remotely possible. From that point of view it was not a 
very happy trip. 

My warmest regards from house to house. 

t~ 
Gerard Daniel 

GDddt 
Encl. 
CC: Rabbi Richard Hirsch 

Mr. Matthew H. Ross 
Mr. Theodore K. Broido 
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Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK , N.Y. 10021 ( 212) 249-0100 CABLES : UNIONUAHC 

Rabbi Richard Hirsch 
World Union for Progressive Judaism 
13 King David Street 
Jerusalem, ISRAEL 

Dear Dick: 

YOUTH DIVISION 
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

May 10, 1982 

Rather than send a telegram to you, as we discussed in Tuesday's telephone 
conversation, I decided to write. Emergency action is not called for at 
this time. 

There are a number of issues which have in common only the funding of the 
UAHC International Education Department projects-programs in and for Israel. 

A. ALIYAH DEPARTMENT. 
Haim Sharett was informed by Mr. Levy, administrator of the Aliyah Department 
in New York, 515 Park Avenue, that Mr. Kotlowitz has cancelled the $45,000 
allocation to the UAHC Youth Division for the fiscal year 1982-83. Furthermore, 
Mr. Kotlowitz has requested the return of $22,500 paid in the second half of 
th: fiscal year 1981-82. Haim Sharet t has written a letter of explanation 
to Mr. Kotlowitz, a copy of which was sent to you. Clearly, Mr. Kotlowitz 
does not remember the agreement which was made by him in a meeting which 
included Schindler, Schafer, Sharett and Dr. Kfir who is a professor at 
Haifa University. Until a few months ago, Dr. Kfir was Director of the 
Aliyah Department in New York. 

We contacted Dr. Kfir by telephone. He stated categorically that our position 
is correct and he did call Mr. Kotlowitz. Kfir and Charles Weinberg have also 
been in touch with each other. Charles Weinberg told me that he spoke with 
Kotlowitz. As of last week, the funds have not been reinstated. 

I will inform you about my meeting with Kotlowitz which will take place on 
Tuesday May 11 in New York. 

The problem is as follows. Kotlowitz claims that he agreed to pay the UAHC 
$45,000 per annum in the U.S. so that the Youth Division would pay Haim 
Sharett's salary directly. Haim Sharett is to be considered as the Aliyah 
Shaliach to our department in distinction from Oren Selah, who is Noar v 
Halutz. Kotlowitz has forgotten that he agreed to an arrangement that is 
somewhat . different. Originally (1980) he arranged with Avram Katz to have 
all schlichim from the Reform Movement (3) paid by Noar v Halutz, and 
Kotlowitz would pay $45,000 to Noar v Halutz. This would save the Aliyah 
Department money because the youth shaliach's salary is considerably less 
than Aliyah shaliach's salary. In our meeting in the spring of 1981, 
Kotolowitz agreed to change the agreement because a) we never received 
three schlichim from Noar v Halutz, and b) the program subsidies from 



Noar v Halutz were cut by 40%. Dr. Kfir suggested in that meeting that Haim Sharett be 
considered the Aliyah shaliach but continue to receive his salary from Noar v Halutz. 
Furthermore, the $45,000 should be paid directly to the UAHC Youth Division in order to 
meet some of the programmatic needs and shaliach expenses. 

For your information, the aliyah programmatic costs are $230,000 per year not including 
schlichim salaries. This includes shaliach expenses, salaries of merakzai madrichim, 
and hoshrei tochneot representatives, kinusim, and operations of t~e garinim in the 
United States. This also includes $10,000 spent for : this work in Israel. 

B. NOAR V HALUTZ. 
We have not received a decision from Avram Katz about an allocation to the UAHC Youth 
Division for 1982-83. In 1981-82 the allocation was 3 schlichim and $25,000. We 
received 1 shaliach who began in May and one who began in October, plus $15,000. We 
expect to be paid the $10,000 balance from last year. 

It would be helpful for you to speak to Katz about his intentions for this fiscal year. 
IT CONTINUES TO AMAZE ME THAT I MUST MAKE A COMMITTMENT FOR AT LEAST TWO YEARS BUT THE 
WZO DEPARTMENTS ARE AT LIBERTY TO CHANGE THEIR COMMITTMENTS AT LEAST ONCE A YEAR, AND IN 
THE CASE OF KOTLOWITZ LAST YEAR, TWICE IN THE SAME YEAR. 

C. RELATIONSHIP OF THE UAHC YOUTH DIVISION WITH THE WORLD UNION. 
The renegotiation of the relationship between the U.A.H.C. and the W.U.P.J. has put my 
department and me in an awkward position vis a vis the W.U.P.J. and the U.A.H.C. The 
U.A.H.C. does not have a budget to pay for aliyah work and youth programs in Israel. 
The relationship of the UAHC to the Youth Division is positive but non-fiscal support. 
The International Education Department budget is over $300,000 a year not including the 
cost of air and land for American youth programs in Israel. This budget has been met by 
special fund raising by the Youth Division, subsidies from the WZO, and a $35,000 
annual committment,· from the $5 per family campaign. WZO allocations have diminished 
while costs have increased. (Our success in aliyah recruitment could bankrupt us). 

I deeply regret that you did not tell me that the WUPJ decided not to pay the $35,000 
cornrnittment for fiscal years 1980-81 and 1981-82. You must understand that even if the 
UAHC were to decide to somehow absorb the $35,000 for one of these years, ultimately, 
the responsibility for continued expenditures would be required from the Youth Division 
or expenditures must cease. 

It is not for me to state an .opinion now about the responsibility of either the WUPJ 
or the UAHC for meeting the needs of the Youth Division programs. It is my responsibility 
to balance my own ·budget. I will curtail programs and staff salaries where possible. The 
first priority of fund raising will be to support staff. The $250,000 capital comrnittrnent 
to the WUPJ building in Jerusalem from the UAHC is the responsibility of the Youth 
Division. The Youth Division accepted this responsibility on the basis of what it believed 
to be the relationship of the WUPJ and the UAHC. That relationship required the payment of 
the Youth Division subsidy. That relationship is now being renegotiated. Until this 
matter is resolved in a manner which will enable the I.E. D. to meet its operations 
budget, the capital gifts contribution cannot be made. 

You stated in our telephone conversation that I am not directly involved with determining 
or negotiating the relationship of the WUPJ and the UAHC. However, you must recognize 
that the decisions reached by the WUPJ and the UAHC directly effect the operations of 
the Youth Division. Therefore, I have no choice but to withdraw the financial cornrnittment 
of the Youth Division to the World Union, until a firm and continuing relationship is 
established between the World Union and the Union which satisfactorily effects the 
Youth Division. 



You should have received the memo to Gerry Daniel concerning my suggestions for the 
building. The most important point discussed concerned the use of the building which 
has consequences for building costs. Unless there are offices for Youth staff and 
program facilities, it seems pointless to me to build a youth hostel. If the 
building is primarily and almost exclusively a youth hostel, I would prefer not to 
be involved. 

I have cancelled my plans to come to Israel in May. Certainly I will be in Israel 
during August. 

Nina joins me in sending personal regards to Bella and you. 

cc: Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Rabbi Allan Levine 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Stephen A. Schafer 
Director, 
UAHC Youth Division 
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Date April 12, 1977 

From_T_h_e_o_d_o_r_e_K_._ B_r_o_id_o __________ _ 

To Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Copy for information of ____________________________ _ 

Subject __________________________________ _ 

Dear Alex: 

Roland Gittelsohn was very anxious to have a meeting with Dick Hirsch, Ira 
and myself while Dick was in the United States. We worked out a number 
of possible dates during Dick's visit and were hoping that Dick will go 
to Boston with us or at the very least we had two possible times when 
Roland could meet with us at La Guardia airport. 

Ira discussed this with Dick over the weekend and reports to me "Dick does 
not wish to go to Boston and meet with Roland and does not even wish to 
spend the time to meet with us at La Guardia~ .. " Dick does not consider this 
a priority item. 

I am convinced that Roland will be angry at not having an opportunity to 
meet with Dick and I personally think it's beyond the pale that here we are 
trying to move the Reform Movement into the World Zionist Organization and 
that Dick whose salary we pay can't find the time to meet with the chairman 
of the committee. Ira and I believe that you should "instruct Dick" to 
make the time either by writing him a note or talking to him on the tele
phone. 

Cordi ally, 
pft 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 212/249-0100 
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Personal and confidential 

Rabbi Richard G. Eirsch 
Executive Director, WUPJ 
13 I<ing David Street 
Jerusale:n, ISRAEL 

Dear Dick: 

June 10, 1982 

In response to your letter of May 30, you are oonect in st:gaeSting 
that we have to talk. Let's lan on rooeting during the first week 
of August when you are in the States. 

I.est silence be interpreted as assent,. I want to em[ilasize that we 
a:re merely J:OStponing this discussion. I do not accept as correct 
either the facts as you present them in your letter of ~.ay 30, your 
interpretation of these fat:ts, or your charge of my personal gain. 

Yours truly, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

ex;: Mr. Gerard Daniel 
-[1<,1 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel Tel. 234-748, 232-444 .,v 
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Office of Executive Director 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, 
UAHC, 
838 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Alex, 

30th May, 1982 

You say you cannot understand why I am so perturbed. Herein are some 
of the answers. 

I suppose that the major reason is that both your recent letters to me 
reflect a totally different perspective from mine on objectives, priori
ties and inter- and intra-institutional relations. We obviously have 
basic differences concerning some major issues, some of which are based 
on ideological, institutional and personality differences, but some of 
which are simply a lack of proper communication. Therefore, I am going 
to try and spell out the differences in writing. Although we have at 
times discussed these matters orally, it is important that there be a 
written record, because evidently the human mind is selective and no 
matter how often things are repeated, unless it is in writing, we tend 
to forget. 

I begin with my conclusion: I think it is essential that you and I spend 
a full day together as soon as possible, just the two of us alone, either 
in Jerusalem or in New York, so that we can clarify our respective differ
ences and where possible arrive at a consensus. As background for that 
meeting, I am dictating the following: 

To clear the slate regarding my UAHC status and salary, enclosed are 
various memos: 

1. June 1, 1971. A memorandum which was developed for the WUPJ 
Governing Body meeting of the summer of 1971, formulated by you, Maurice 
and me, and there you will see underlined certain facts relating to the 
UAHC and its fundraising obligations. 

2. An extended memo of August 9, 1971, which is a summary of various 
conversations, and 

3. The precis of the WUPJ Executive Committee meeting of September 9, 
1971. 

You will see that throughout these memos it is obvious that the UAHC is 
in effect taking over responsibility for the World Union. It is no 
coincidence that all of these matters were spelled out by Maurice, you 
and me before even being discussed with the World Union leadership. You 
at the time were the key personality in selling the World Union leadership 
on the move. The reason for this was that those of us who were on the 

_,. 
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UAHC staff felt strongly about American Refonn Judaism's obligation to 
world and Israeli Jewry. We were unanimous in our criticism of the 
World Union for not doing an effective job. We said that the status 
quo could not continue, and before us, therefore, were two alternatives: 

a) to fold up the World Union, and somehow or other incorporate it 
into the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, by making the UAHC an 
international institution, or 

b) to remould the World Union, to make it a more effective instru
mentality. 

After a series of meetings, we decided on the latter approach. 

In order to implement the decision, three major factors were necessary: 

(i) New professional leadership 
(ii) New programmatic direction, and 
(iii) An expanded budget. 

Whereas we agreed on the principle of an expanded budget, the exact 
way to achieve it was left undecided. We discussed various alternatives: 
(a) establishing the Dollar Per Person as a compulsory plan, by adding 
it to the congregational bills; (b) raising the 12% Mum plan to 14% 
(that recommendation was on the agenda of the Biennial in any case1 and 
since it was clear that there would be great objection to the raise by 
the congregations, it was felt that perhaps specifying that the increase, 
or part of it, was to go for Israel and world Jewry, would make it more 
palatable; and (c) including the World Union in the Reform Jewish Appeal, 
and thus adding a dramatic dimension to the fundraising appeal through 
some such formula as 40% for the College, 40% for the Union and 20% for 
the World Union. 

All of these memos clearly show the role of the Union in instituting 
these changes. You will recall, I am sure, that Bernard Bamberger was 
so incensed at what he considered "the UAHC takeover" that he refused 
to stand for election for another term, and that we therefore proceeded 
to make plans to have Maurice elected as president, an objective to which 
he aspired in any case. 

It was in this context, namely a UAHC commitment to increase dramatically 
the budget of the World Union, that I even considered taking the position. 
The question was asked: But if the UAHC raises the money for the World 
Union out of UAHC funds, then should not a part of Dick's salary be 
charged to the World Union? And that question was put off to the future 
by the phrase "Until such time as by mutual agreement the World Union 
would assume a greater share of the responsibility." In other words, 
let's see how and how much the UAHC raises. I should point out to you 
that even after the questions concerning my own personal UAHC status 
were resolved to my satisfaction (see my first letter of April 25, 1982), 
there was another crisis when the 14% plan was not approved, and as the 
time approached for my departure for Israel, no real progress had been 
made by the UAHC on the basic issue of an expanded budgetary commitment 
to the World Union, which was a prerequisite to the reactivation of the 
World Union. In fact, Lenny Schoolman and I held a meeting some time in 
1972 to review where we were on the problem of an expanded budget. Lenny 
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admonished me to face reality and recognise that the UAHC was not going 
to fulfill the commitment of an expanded budget, and urged me, in the 
absence of the UAHC commitment, not to make the move to Israel. Never
theless, despite grave misgivings, I did make the decision to go, and 
determined somehow or other to raise the necessary budgets. And indeed 
we have managed to survive, and I believe that my decision was justified. 
However, it has been a long, hard and often lonely struggle. As far as 
I was concerned, since the UAHC had never fulfilled its commitment to 
raise significant new funds for the World Union, the question of increased 
World Union participation in my Union salary was not relevant, indeed 
not even an issue for discussion. In any case, it was never raised by 
you or anyone else, except for one time a couple of years ago when a 
group of at least ten people met to discuss UAHC-World Union relations, 
and you pulled out Maurice's letter of October 27, 1971 (without prior 
consultation with me, and out of context and having forgotten that the 
letter was not valid.) After that meeting, I assume you will recall that 
I spoke to you with considerable anger and gave you the interpretation 
that I am now forced to give you in writing. I had every reason to 
assume that you accepted it, because you made no negative response. I 
also objected then, as I do now again, to your inexplicable propensity 
for bringing these personal matters before a larger group rather than 
to discuss them first man-to-man, face-to-face with me only. I consider 
your approach to be a breach in elementary professional ethics. 

I therefore hereby tell you in the strongest terms possible, that my 
UAHC status and salary are not a subject for discussion between the UAHC 
and the World Union. I have told Gerard Daniel and I am hereby reaffir
ming it in writing, that my tenure with the UAHC long antedates my WUPJ 
relationship and is a matter between the UAHC and me alone, preferably 
between you as the professional head and me as an employee of the 
institution. As for the definition of tenure, I know only one: the 
right of a person to have a job and to get a salary. Otherwise, what 
does tenure mean? On the phone last week, Ted Broida told me that there 
are other interpretations possible, for example, Ellie Schwartz has tenure 
with the UAHC even though she works for NFTS. Under no circumstances 
is that my case. No such arrangement was ever made with the World Union, 
let alone discussed. If at the time it would have been raised, then you, 
Al and Maurice could never have said to me that my tenure agreement with 
the Union was a binding and overriding basis for our relationship, with 
no additional letter or commitment necessary. And in the context of the 
time, namely the UAHC failing to fulfill the commitment for a larger 
budget for the World Union, I assure you that had your present inter
pretation been raised, I would never have moved to Israel with the World 
Union. So far as I am concerned, the entire question of my UAHC salary 
and status is closed. You of course are always free to open it with me 
(not the World Union) in the context that the tenure plan itself provides 
for termination of tenure. 

To respond to some of the specific matters contained in your May 13, 1982 
letter: you indicate that you suddenly became aware that the World Union 
was taking in much moremoney than previously. The figures that Paul 
distributed combined all the funds taken in for the World Union from all 
sources and all purposes: the Shankman Fund, the Kedem Synagogue Fund, 
bequests, Israel Commission funds, etc. And I amnot sure of its accuracy. 
We have never sent out such a memo, because we have always made a fine 
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and proper distinction between capital funds for specific projects and 
operating funds. You must remember the background in which Paul sent 
out these figures: he had been informed that his position with us would 
be terminated, and he wanted to demonstrate how much he had done. Gerry 
Daniel has both written and spoken to you about this matter, and I 
assume that the issue is clarified. In any case, the actual figures for 
1981 will be folllld in the 1981 audit and these are open to you for your 
inspection. You know of course that the debt of the World Union to the 
Union is being paid off as per agreement at a rate which is even ahead 
of schedule, and the monthly bill for expenditures is paid immediately 
upon submission by Josh Dwork's office. If the WUPJ does have some 
occasional success in fundraising, I would hope that you would rejoice. 

When it comes to money, the immediate basic bone of contention between 
us is the $35,000 commitment to the Youth Department. You are correct. 
This matter should have been discussed long ago. Enclosed is an extended 
memo of April 30, 1981, which is my own personal reaction to earlier 
developments in the ARZA-World Union relationship. (As a recipient of 
the memo, you cannot say I did not raise the issue). You will note that 
at the end of the memo I urge Ted to set up a meeting immediately to 
discuss these matters. We were supposed to meet in June in Jerusalem, 
but Ted was unable to arrange the meeting, primarily because of your 
schedule. 

The truth is that following this exchange, all of us were caught up in 
our various activities and although from time to time we talked about 
having a full coordinating committee meeting, we never were able to 
arrange one. I assume that all of us are to blame for this, and it is 
clear that now circumstances have developed which necessitate a coordi
nating meeting as soon as possible. One small point: in communications 
from you and Ted, you imply that we were hiding information. If so, then 
the records of the $5 Per Family Campaign would not be kept so carefully 
in WUPJ accounts. The truth is that until Josh Dwork had mentioned the 
matter to me the last day I was in New York, I had forgotten about it 
for some time. I immediately told Ted, and Ted and I had a very good 
and positive discussion at his home in which he said that he wanted to 
have the various figures presented to him, indeed wrote a memo to Paul 
asking for the figures, and we indicated that we would have to sit down 
as soon as possible and see how to work out the problem. All of us 
recognise that indeed there is a problem. But somehow or other the 
problem ballooned way out of proportion after I left New York. 

The reasons for the poor results on the $5 Per Family Campaign as I see 
them are: 1) the campaign has always been ineffective in any case. The 
first year after the Six Day War we raised $110,000, and after that 
went downhill. It is not and probably never will be a wajor moneymaker. 
2) Neither Ira nor Paul really were effective in the campaign, although 
truth be told I think that Paul devoted much more time to it the first 
year than Ira ever did. 3) The competitiveness which was interjected 
by ARZA's decision to ask congregations to put the ARZA membership 
campaign on the bills. I do not want now to repeat the arguments in my 
April 30, 1981 memo. They stand as written. When we do have the coordi
nating committee meeting, among the points to be made will be the following: 

(i) The World Union does want to retain the right to the $5 Per 

-



- 5 -

Family Campaign. 

(ii) This campaign should be coordinated with the ARZA Campaign. 
We shall have to go over the books of both campaigns carefully and 
determine which congregations are supportive and what to do on a 
congregation case-by-case basis; that in any case is the essential 
point of difference, it being our contention that ARZA initiated the 
campaign without coordination, and contrary to the original agreement 
between ARZA and the World Union. 

(iii) The World Union does recognise its obligation in principle to 
the original commitment. Gerry Daniel and I discussed the matter while 
he was in Israel and by the time you receive this letter you will 
undoubtedly have received a significant payment of an amount representing 
a major part of the funds collected for the first year. 

(iv) We will want some kind of understanding for the future once the 
ARZA campaign is not on the bills, as per Ira's point referred to on 
page three of my April 30, 1981 memo. 

For the record, the background of the $35,000 commitment to the Youth 
Department is as follows: You recall that Nat Hess as chairman of the 
Israel Commission and I as director were primarily responsible for the 
raising of these funds, together with the very fine assistance in the 
early years of Lenny Schoolman. The first year, more than half the 
proceeds went to the World Union. Thereafter, we decided that it would 
be essential for the World Union to develop its own resources, recogni
sing that if the funds came only from the congregations through the 
Israel Commission, the World Union would not be motivated to go out and 
raise f unds from individuals, which funds were essential, given the fact 
that it was becoming clear that the Union was not going to make any 
major commitment out of its operating income, and that the dollar funds 
were not going to be made compulsory. Thereafter we (I) sharply curtailed 
Israel Commission funds to the World Union. Parenthetically, you should 
know that in terms of my fiscal thinking I used the $5 Per Family Campaign 
as another budgetary source for activities in Israel, and since I really made 
no distinction between Union and World Union staff, made an arbitrary 
judgment as to which source of funds would be used for what. For example, 
when the idea first arose to send Hank Skirball to Israel, I originally 
went to both the UAHC and the World Union and asked each to pay for half 
of his salary and expense account, with the understanding that Hank 
would not only work with American youth but with Israeli youth. When 
the UAHC and the WUPJ both refused to put it in their budgets, then we 
agreed that the funds would come from the Israel Commission and Hank 
would still work with American and Israeli youth. The World Union at 
the time did not even want to have anything to do with an additional 
budgetary obligation. (In those days I was not the Executive head of 
the World Union.) The same thing happened in the case of Allan Levine, 
who when sent to Ben Shemen was sent primarily to work with Israeli 
youth. In historical perspective, it was very important that these two 
men were sent over (from any funding source), because they have done a 
remarkable job and we are indeed grateful to them for t~irwork with 
both American and Israeli youth. 

When Steve Schafer came into the picture, he asked me to raise the amounts 
received by the Youth Department for the payment of the salaries to 
$35,000 (the amount the previous year had been $26,000, if I am not 

-
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mistaken). He can tell you that there was no hesitation on my part. 
I immediately agreed because I consider the work being done to be 
essential. 

In the second-last paragraph of your letter, you put the issue of 
salary for the UAHC men in Israel in moral tenns and by implication 
state that you feel it is a moral obligation, whereas.!_ do not. But, 
Alex, the problem which confronts us is not a moral problem but a 
practical, fiscal problem. In Steve Schafer's letter to me of May 10, 
1982, a copy of which you received, he said: "The UAHC does not have a 
budget to pay for aliyah work and youth programs in Israel. The rela
tionship of the UAHC to the Youth Division is positive but non-fiscal 
support." The Youth Division has to raise all of its funds outside of 
the UAHC budget. Why I don't know, and I question the "morality" of 
forcing the one dimension of our programming which represents the most 
effective, distinctive UAHC contribution to the congregations to 
scrounge for its own funds. Nevertheless, the Youth Department is 
quite successful and has a budget which is much larger than the total 
World Union budget. But if the "big" UAHC does not pay for the UAHC 
staff in Israel out of its operating budget, then should the "little" 
World Union pay for the UAHC staff out of its operating budget? If 
the $5 Per Family Campaign would have raised the money anticipated, 
then there is no question that the obligation would be met. Now it is 
simply a practical problem and we will have to figure out together where 
the funds will come from. The UAHC Youth Department has many sources 
of income. The truth is that we are all so intertwined that we have 
never sat down together to have a full and complete picture. That should 
be our next step. 

What perturbs me more than anything else is the statement in your letter 
that you want to "push for a cleaner agreement with the World Union: no 
salary agreements, no partial payments of salaries, no shared drives and 
so forth." I do not believe it is possible or desirable to have such 
a "clean" delineation. In fact it would very qui ckly become "dirty." 
I fear that you advocate the same kind of relationship that you and Fred 
Gottschalk have worked out between the College and the Union. Indeed, 
you have used the same language to describe the relationship. To me, 
in the case of the Union and the World Union, that is a prescription 
for divisiveness, and I do not want any part of it. I firmly believe 
that the Union and the World Union are interdependent and that any 
attempt to have clear-cut lines of distinction will inevitably result 
in continuing friction. I do not want a situation to be created in the 
Reform Movement which will be similar to that which today pertains in , l .,,., 
the Conservative movement, where the World Council of Synagogues, the UJ~,

0
~, , 

Jewish Theological Seminary, the Rabbinical Assembly and Mercaz are all 
at each other's throats. Their bad intra-institutional, interpersonal 
relationships make for bad blood and ineffective functioning. To this 
day, the Conservative movement in Israel is rent asunder by their constant 
bickering. Speaking immodestly, if there is one person responsible for 
preventing that situation in Israel, it is me. 

Nor do I think you really understand the consequences of your own 
statement. For you more than anyone else benefit from the fact that you 
are a leader of a world rather than just an American movement. After 
all, you sit on the WZO Executive as the representative of the World 
Union (a number of other persons wanted the job originally, and I assure 
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you that many more are eager to have it now) and you sit on the Memorial 
Foundation as a representative of the World Union. Your personal status 
has been elevated and you have benefitted personally and the UAHC insti
tutionally from the close identification between the Union and the World 
Union. The same, of course, is true for me as a person and the World Union 
as an institution. 

Speaking for myself, I cannot separate the work I do for the UAHC and the 
WUPJ, including helping to raise funds for the UAHC youth programs, for 
ARZA, for rights and a host of other day-by-day issues. I am proud of my 
UAHC relationship, just as I hope you are proud of the things the WUPJ 
has been trying to do. The close inextricable ties between the Union and 
the World Union are mutually beneficial. In fact, the tension we now exp
erience is, in my opinion, a direct consequence of splitting the ARZA-WUPJ 
office. I want to narrow the breach, not widen it. To be sure, we have 
occasional institutional and interpersonal tensions, just as exist within 
the UAHC House of Living Judaism itself, but I prefer a big united family 
which has an occasional squabble to a house divided which cannot stand. 

Alex, you have written two letters. I have written two letters. Let's call 
a moratorium on letter-writing. "Come, let us reason together." Let's take 
a full day, just the two of us. Let's let it all hang out. Let's air our 
respective "taanot" and then go on to new levels of cooperation, advancing 
the common cause to which we have committed our lives and careers. 

Suggested possible dates for the meeting: 

a. When you are in Jerusalem later this month, if you are coming. 
b. I plan to be in New York from the end of July through the first two 

weeks in August. If you are on vacation, I will be glad to fly to wherever 
you are. 

c. The end of October, through all of November, in New York. 

Obviously the sooner the better, and after we meet, let's have an extended 
coordinating committee meeting. 

cc. Mr. Gerard Daniel 
Mr. Matthew Ross 
Mr. Theodore Broido 

attachments: 

B'yedidut uvehokara, 

oitcfl 
Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

1. Memo on WUPJ move to Israel -- June 1, 1971 
2. Memo of August 9, 1971 
3. Memo of August 23, 1971 
4. Precis of WUPJ Executive Committee meeting -- September 9, 1971 
5. Memo of April 30, 1981 on ARZA-WUPJ relationships 



THE "' .. ..> .H.LD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVh o u U.Al.SM 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 

M.EMOB-4..VDUM JUNE l, 1971 

It is proposed that the Executive office of the World Union for Progressive 
Judaism be moved from New York to Jerusalem. 

Among the reasons for this proposal are the following: 

1) Of the seven rabbis serving the WUPJ outside the United States, 
six are located in Israel. Headquarters in Israel would allow 
fo~ more efficient administration, better financial control, 
and more effective supervision of staff and program. 

2) New direction, support, and status would be given to the 
Progressive Movement in Israel, where the largest number of 
potential new adherents is to be found, 

3) Proximity to the non-American constituencies would facilitate 
better coordination and programming, 

To preserve the international character of the movement, and to assure 
continued participation in policy making and program by the two largest con
stituencies, it is proposed that one Governing Body meeting be held in Europe 
and one in North America each year, except during a year when a Governing Body 
meeting is held in conjunction with an international conference in Israel. 

It is assumed that initially the president of the WUPJ will continue to be 
an American. 

The proposal envisages a number of structural changes whtch would be recommend
ed to the various constituencies, The North American Board would be recon
stituted so as to include not only representation from the CCAR, the UAHC, 
and the HUC-JIR, but also a number of members-at-large. It would assume 
responsibility both for fund-raising and for · all activities of the North 
American constituency in respect to the World Union, It would be served by a 
professional director with offices in the UAHC House of Living Judaism. 

The North American Board should give major attention to Latin America, and 
should work toward the creation of a Latin American Board with expanded budget, 
program, and personnel. Until a full-fledged regional entity is established, 
a sub-committee of the North American Board should assume responsibility for 
convening regional conferences in Latin America. 

The proposed arrangements will require increased financial commitments from 
J.ruL.constituencies in North America. Fund-raising for overseas needs of the 
World Union would be fully integrated under the direction of the North American 
Board. e of the rocedures now used for raising funds is the UAHC Dollar-
Per-Person Campaign, It is an c pa ed that the UAHC will enlarge this campaign 

,Tnto a per-family commitment for the World Union; and it is hoped that other 
constituencies will adopt similar programs . . 
The proposal further envisions the erection of a World Center on an expanded 

233 site of the Hebrew Union College Biblical & Archaeological School in Jerusalem. 
Pending that development the College is prepared to ma.ke space avaUable for 
the World Union office~:. 
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Summary of Conversation -- August 9, 1971 ... .. . .. . ~ 

.,_...,J'--'----------------~-------------------------

l n accord with your request, I am herewith sending you n ::,L.,i,;1: ::..~·y 
~onversation of this afternoon. We discussed the following 

• .. :.ounccmcr: t at Biennial 

:·;e agreed that at a prominent spot in the biennial progra.;:1 , 
, • • :... 4 "' ,1·0uld be an announcement of the foll owing: (a) the move o .: 
, ,. .._, , .:., :: ::.J. Union from New York to J erusa 1cm; (b) initiation of t~1c 
; ..:-~·~ ., .,~ ~,it Center project (hopefully we might have some money r.'.l.i..so~ 
.)/ ..: . ... : time to announce); and (c) the appointment of RC II. The 
~- .t::0" .. . .:cmcnt would be made jointly by the following: Bamberger, 
~-.:. s 1..: .• ,~ l· ... th and Gottschalk, in that order. 

'-2 ) _:__cJ· c:-csin g the 0.I,?erating Budget of the World Un ion for 
·:~~~0ssive Judaism --~ ----------

~c agreed that it was essential to raise the present opcra~~1:~ 
~~-~~~ ~n~ to reorganize the multiplicity ·of f und raising effor~~-
, ,., • ., '-• '-: ,~;;1e:.1 t as to . what spec if ic ally to propose i s depenJen t oi. J. 

• • • ( 4 . ~ .:: cision concerning the Klutzniclc Committee's 14% proposa l . 
:-) . ,. ~- ... . vJc• ciccidc not to go for the ful 1 14 % , then we could sugg cs t 
'- .. . . ~ C" ) a Dollar Per Person compulsory added to the congre g a-
·: . ... . : .. . c)ill to go to the World Union for Progressive Judaism, or 
~ .. ,. :11ovc to 13% with the understanding that the additional per 
-: ".~ . ·o ~ l d go to Israel projects. It was your judgment that i { we 
:.~ ,., ___ ·.: , l. c .:idditional per cent, we would have to split it with th2 
,'.1.• .~~ .-' 1 s program in Israel. I pointed out that if so, this wo1...l~ 
.. u , . v 0 J s r.10 r c than $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 , w hi c ll. is about $ 4 5 , 0 0 0 over our 
;·,;;·.~ : . . ·.: contribution from congregations ($82,000 to Dollar Por Pcrs0.: 
.. • ..... . ,, _:. , ooo direct to WUPJ). We agreed that we would continue to 
~.~: •. ! s this matter until the decision concerning the Klutznick 
:~, ·~ ---~ bec:ime clearer. My own feeling is that the Dollar Per Person 
.. .:;,: "V?J is the most preferable. 

JZcJ '::/c~s J!·c,·i.:,Y\ (.:~t~-..· 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEGREW COf\. GREGATIONS 

2027 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800 
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(Under any circumstances, it should be clear that the World 
Union will continue to raise funds from Sisterhoods and individuals 
beyond whatever fJunds come from the above mentioned sources. It 
shoul2 be clear that at the very min~1um, even if we have gone for 
the 14% Klutznick report and even if it is passed, there should be 
a rcsclution calling on all congregations to add the Dollar Per 
Pcrscn to the bill -- which is essentially a reaffirmation of the 
v0Lu1t;.1ry Dollar Per Person we now have.) 

I want to stress the importance of increasing the operating 
ouo.get of the World Union. From my perspective this is prerequisite 
£or any progress, and frankly I would not be interested in assuming 
professional responsibility for the WUPJ if I did not believe that 
it could and should become a major force in the Reform movement and 
in world Jewish life as well as in Israel. 

(3) Biennial Resolution 

Once we know what decision will be made on operating budget 
funds, we will decide about a resolution - - whether it should be 
in the President's message or elsewhere. 

(4 '\) ~. • 11m1ng 

We discussed when I should officially assume responsibility 
for the World Union. We agreed that as soon as possible after the 
Blcnnial -- I imagine that December 1st (and in this Bernard Bamberger 
concurs) would be best, but under no circumstances should it be any 
lat0r than January 1st. There is a problem in connection with Bill 
Rosenthall-- as to when a terminal date should be set. I indicated 
that, as far as I was concerned, even after I took over, if Bill did 
not have a position, he could continue, assuming that funds to pay 
him were available, but frankly, I think it wise for me not to be 
invo~ved at all in the decision concerning a terminal date for Bill. 
It is important that there be no delay in this matter because if we 
are talking about implementing all of these programs, we must do so in 
the period immediately after the Biennial. Whatever resolution is 
pusscd concerning operating budget will take a great deal of work to 
implement. We will have to develop a good brochure for the World 
Union, commence with reorganization of the North American Board, etc. 

(5) Salary 

I indicated to you that I had discussed a salary figure with 
Alex, Bamberger and Shankman. The figure discussed was 
plus iull union pension. In addition. I have discussed wgh Alex 
ti:.c .::...ct that a letter should be written indicating that I retain 
litY t0:nure with the OAHC. 
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(6) Budget 

You suggested that I draw up a tentative budget. I have clone 
so for the administration only (attached). Since many of the items are 
u.aknown, the budget is very tentative. At the proper time Alex and 
Josh will have to work with me on it. The other items will remain as 
they would normally have been, at least for this year, with the under
standing that we will expand our programs and as more funds are avail
able, we will develop a new budget for the following year. 

(7) The Jewish Agency and Appointment on the Executive 

My suggestion is that Alex send a letter, after communicating 
with Dave Polish, to Pincus. Rough draft of letter is enclosed. 

(8) Negotiations for the Land in Israel 

Fred Gottschalk is leaving for Israel this week. He will 
negotiate with the government for a final agreement. As of now there 
are several possibilities. Assuming the figures of the government's 
clearance costs of ILl,700,000 are corroborated, he will offer the 
government half, on the grounds that they have already given us half 
of ~he land for nothing. If there is a significantly lower clearance 
cost figure, he will offer that amount. 

(9) Relationship to College 

We have agreed that at the earliest possible date you, Alex, 
Fred and I should sit down and put into writing the exact relationship 
between us and the College concerning land use, responsibility for 
raising funds for building, and use of facilities. I assume that this 
can be an addendum to the Memorandum of Understanding of April 5, 1971. 

(10) Formal Action by UAHC Executive Board and/or Board of Trustees 

We agreed that a special resolution adopting the Jerusalem 
project should be approved by the UAHC Executive Board -- you indi
cated that the Board of Trustees may have to endorse the project 
officially. 

We agreed that a high level Jerusalem committee of potential 
big givers should be created. I alr~a~y_have a list of a dozen or 
so names I have either contacted or initiated contacts on. (One of 
these names is Koffler of Toronto -- I have already spoken to Gunther 
about him and Gunther is supposed to be soundi~g him out. You are 
to try to set up a meeting somet~me d~ring the holidays when I, 
toge~her with you, would speak with him.) 
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(11) Development Plans 

I am awaiting your response on the enclosed plan which would 
be used as a basis for making a fund raising pitch. 

RGH/cf 
encls. 
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To Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Copy for information of ____ --------------------------- -

Subject _________________ _________________ _ 

Enclosed is my memo to Bernie and Maurice. 

You should note that I do not intend to go into the 
Execu t ive mee t ing of the World Union without a clear under
s l: and i ng and full agreement between the four of us prior t o 
Lhe mee t ins on t he agenda items. 

RGH/cf 
encl. 

J{,/,.,,o~s u4,ct,o" C,"tn· 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

2027 MASSACHUSffiS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036. TEL. (CODE 202) 387-2800 
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PR£CIS 

EXECUTIVE Cm.'.MITTEE MEETING 
Septen1ber 9, 1'::l71 

INSTITUT INTERNATIONAL d'ETUDES HEBRA1QUES. Mrs. Daniel reported at lunch 
that the Paris Institute was in a grave financial situation and requested 
whatever aid the World Union could give. She said closure 0£ the School 
might become necessary. 

RABBI JAY KAUFMAN . Tribute was paid to the late Rabbi Jay Kaufman and it 
was moved that a token contribution be eventually made to the appropriate 
Memorial Fund . 

TRANSFER OF HEADQUARTERS TO JERUSALEM. Dr . Bamberger recalled the decision 
of the Governing Body and said the action had taken place because the av~il 
ability of land in Jerusalem and the expectation of Rabbi Jlirsch's aliyah . 
H2 proposed Raobi Hirsch be appointed Executive Director as of Janu1ry l, 1972. 
an<I that a special con1m1ttee work nut details of hts employment as well as 
Lhe terms of Rabbi Roscntlull's reti-:.·ement . The pr8sident said P..ubb1. II1rscl1 
would remain in the United States for a limited period and while continu1.ng 
to work in Washington would spend .:;orne time in New York; perhaps full trans ..'.' e:r 
could take place within six months. Announcement of the transfer would be 
made by Dr. Bamberger at the Los Angeles UAHC Biennial, but the responsi 
bility for the creation of the World Center in Jerusalem would remain with 
the UAHC and HUC-JIR. Rabbi Hi rsch's salary would be paid from the UAI!C budget 

It was observed that the continuance of a New York office would be necessary 
£or purposes of fund - raising in the U. S . and guidance of the Latin ;-\mer lean 
program. Definition of the precise work of the office would be delayed until 
it was known exactly when Rabbi Hirsch would leave for Israel. On the quest.1on 
of increasing funds for the WUPJ . it was suggested that for the present the 
UAHC Israel Committee enlarge the size of its grant . The North American 
Board was t o be reactivated and renamed the Inter- American Board, on which 
there would be Latin American representation. 

Confirmat ion of the appointment of Rabbi Hirsch would take place by the 
Governing Body at the Geneva Conference . It was moved that as of January 
1, 1972 , Rabbi Hi r s c h would assume the Executive Directorslnp and that a 
committee be set up to work out particulars with Rabbi Hirsch and Rabbi 
Rosenthall. The president appointed as committee members Dr . Wice , Dr . 
Shankman , Mr . Friedman , and a UAHC representative to be named by Dr . Eisendrath 
(~abbi Schindler ). Miss Evans spoke w1.th gratitude o f the work of Rabbi 
Rosenthall, and the president suggested a later occasion for such expression . 

1972 CONFr.RENCE. Inasmuch as insufficient information had been received 
f rom Gemna, discussi,,n proposed that if satistactory response was not at 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 
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MEMORANDUM 

from: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

to: Mr. Theodore Broida, Rabbi Ira Youdovin 

13 11, 1,r.in •n1 

a,','l/JV 

30th April, 1981 

copies to: Mr. Gerard Daniel, Mrs. Ruth Daniel, Rabbi Roland Gittelsohn, 
Rabbi Paul Kushner, Mrs. Norma Levitt, Mr. Samuel Perelson, 
Mr. Matthew Ross, Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

subject: ARZA-WUPJ relationships 

I am writing this memo for the record to both of you as I indicated I would 
(with copies to those involved leaders who participated in the discussion 
at the World Union Executive meeting or will be involved in future discussions. 

First of all, the positive. I am delighted that ARZA has embarked on an 
intensive membership campaign. As we all know, t he forthcoming World Zionist 
Congress is crucial for ARZA. If we do not utilize the Congress as a 
motivation for enlisting Reform Jewish strength i n the United States and 
around the world to gain more mandates to the Congress and therefore to have 
a greater voice in the workings of the World Zionist Organization, then the 
waiting period of at least four years until the next Congress will be too 
long to sustain the interest. Therefore our membership effort is a prere
quisite to validating our claim to have a stake in the management of the World 
Zionist Organization. Once we began the process, we cannot permi t ourselves 
to remain inactive. To that extent, therefore, every brochure, every speech, 
every enlisting of a member is constructive. No one has a greater stake t han 
do I personally in the success of ARZA-ARZENU, because I am the one who is 
on the firing line in Jerusalem and as you can see from my letter to Dulzin 
of April 27 and the discussion which took place at the Executive, the destiny 
of ARZA-ARZENU and the World Union areintertwined. 

Enclosed is a memo relating to the membership drive. 

However, unfortunately the coordinating process we established has not 
functioned. Some of the fears I expressed repeatedly as reasons for not 
splitting the ARZA-WUPJ office have come to pass. 

A prime example of the lack of coordination is the campaign to put ARZA 
membership on congregational billings. When it was agreed that the World 
Union would assume responsibility for the $5 Per Family Campaign and in s o 
doing the WUPJ undertook to give the first funds t o the Union's youth 
division, in effect the World Union was buying the franchise of the 
congregational framework to solicit funds for Israel programming of both 
the World Union and the Union. That franchise was based on a series of 
ongoing resolutions repeated regul arly at the UAHC Biennial conferences. 
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I quote the last paragraph of the 1973 resolution: "We further reaffirm the 
1971 Los Angeles resqlution urging 'all congregations to develop a regular 
framework for the solicitation of funds, either through special drives or 
by congregational billings or other effective means' and urge that the 
standard be set at $5 per member family." It is clearly ridiculous for 
there to be two separate Israel Campaigns centered at 838 Fifth Avenue, 
asking all of our congregations to put both the $5 Per Family and the ARZA 
Membership on the membership billings. No one in his right mind can under
stand such duplication. In fact it was the very reason why you, Ira, first 
suggested that the $5 Per Family Campaign should be taken over by the World 
Union because you, as the one responsible for conducting both campaigns, 
realised that the efforts would be competitive, confusing and counterproductive. 

I have said to you, and I repeat, that had there been a consultation in 
January or February in the light of the context in which we find ourselves, 
namely a do or die effort for ARZA prior to the Congress, I might no L only 
have agreed, but would even have taken initiative to get the World Union 
l ~adership to agree to forego the $5 Per Family Campaign and to put all the 
effort into ARZA. However, your failure to consult never gave the opportunity 
to coordinate. 

Another unfortunate aspect of the failure to coordinate is the contents of 
the literature which has been distributed by ARZA . There are many inaccurate 
statements in the literature which has been produced and which, had the 
coordination process functioned, could have been corrected. I start with 
the most glaring: the green brochure which fortunately was seen by Paul Kushner 
prior to being sent out, but nevertheless was printed and would have been 
distributed had it not been for strong objections. After describing the 
situvtion with Rabbi Zemer, the brochure says "Rabbi Zemer's difficulties are 
typical of what our Israel Movement faces until it receives full rights and 
recognition. Their strongest resource is ARZA, which is Reform Judaism's 
voice in the World Zionist Organization. Were it not for ARZA and the 
resolution on religious rights it sponsored at the 1978 World Zionist Congress, 
the Tel Aviv Municipal Council might never have resisted the threats of its 
Orthodox members, even in the face of legal action." That statement is 
simply not true, and everyone knows it. Their strongest resource is not 
ARZA. There was no relationship between the Congress resolution or ARZA 
and the legal/political battle which the congregation and the \1/orld Union 
have waged for 12 years to get rights. As for Reform Judaism's voice in the 
World Zionist Organization , there are two voices. The World Union's voice 
and role in the WZO are prominent (represented incidentally by Alex Schindler 
and Dick Hirsch), but almost never does the ARZA literature mention this fact 
of two separate forms of organizational identity . And all Israel programs 
and achievements are placed in a setting as if ARZA is responsible for 
everything. The next statement is even more misleading: 11We have the land. 
By renewing your ARZA membership now, you will be helping to build a Reform 
synagogue in Israel." Is any comment necessary as to the accuracy of this 
statement? 

Throughout ARZA's literature there is either a failure to mention the World 
Union or an underplaying of the World Union. For example, the brochure 
entitled 11 Let ARZA open the doors of Israel for you" says "Our Israel office 
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will contact the land operator and guide to make all the necessary arrange
ments. 11 !\That Israel office? Would it not have been just as easy to say 
"The office of the World Union" which is the reality of the situation, since 
it is the World Union office which has coordinated all of the efforts and is 
willing to do so in the future? Why not say so? 

The brochures state that ARZA supports the World Union for Progressive Judaism 
and contributes to the "building of Reform Judaism in Israel. 11 Again, I say 
halevai. And hopefully the day will soon come when ARZA' s budget will support 
World Union programs in Israel. However, in the absence of any real tangible 
support to date, the failure to mention the World Union time and time again 
when it would be easy, fair and accurate to do so is deliberately misleading 
and fails to offer the kind of support, at least in writing, which would be 
conducive to ARZA chapters and members indeed giving support to the Worl d 
Union and its various programs in Israel. 

There are many other aspects of content which, had a consultative process 
pe rtained, would have resulted in more accurate information on the Zionist 
Congress and perhaps more effective literature. 

You state, Ira, that putting ARZA on the bills is good ultimately for the 
World Union's Israel Campaign, because it is clearly understood that the 
placing on the bills is a one-time request only, and that for the ensuing 
years those congregations who comply will be asked to transfer their billings 
to the $5 Per Family Campaign (or to the $10 Per Family Campaign, in consonance 
with the $10 billing request for ARZA). This commitment is reassuring, but 
it does not preclude the prior consultation and coordination which should 
have taken place. 

What to do? Obviously we cannot continue the way we have been going. The 
sad reality is that neither the ARZA campaign nor the Family Campaign nor 
the World Union fundraising campaigns are going well and none of us will have 
enough funds to operate or to fulfill our ongoing budgetary commitments to 
staff and program. We are confronted by a situation where a handful of us 
committed to identical goals, boW1d inextricably by interdependent institu
tional frameworks - the UAHC, WUPJ and ARZA have permitted a competitive 
situation to develop which is a recipe for frustration. 

I repeat what I have said many times before. We have one common purpose. 
The separate organizational structures are merely a means to activate . 
American Reform Jews to be concerned about Israel and world Jewry. Our 
objectives are ideological commitment, participation, financial support and 
the bringing to bear of our movement's impact on Israel and world Jewry. 
The only way for us to achieve those objectives, particularly confronted 
by the mass indifference of Reform Judaism's rabbinic and lay leadership, 
is to play as a team. 

I suggest that those members of the team who will be present at the CCAR 
get together in June in Jerusalem for a preliminary meeting and that we then 
convene a full meeting in September in New York at the time of the UAHC and . 
ARZA meetings. 

Ted, I recommend that you, as chairman of the coordinating process, assume 
responsibility for setting the time and place of these meetings. 
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I MEMORANDUM I 
Theodore K. Broida Date 5/14/82 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Donald S. Day 

I have received your note concerning your discussion with Gerry Daniel. 
Let me respond. 

A/ I have oo objection to inviting him to Board meetings to bring a 
brief report. However, our past experience is that it is never 
brief. Please remember the Biennial. I know he will not be here 
in May, but we will certainly invite him in December. 

B/ I know Gerry would like to be an ex officio member of the UAHC 
Board, as he would all other Boards, HUC, CCAR, etc. He is dead 
wrong. There is no constitutional way of doing it. We could amend 
the Constitution to make the President of the World Union a member 
of the UAHC Board. Conceivably, the president of the World Union 
could be some one not from the United States and therefore not 
eligible under any circumstances. 

The fact is that we are a constituent of the World Union and enjoy status 
on his Board. The World Union is not a constituent of the Union and 
should not be granted ex officio status on our Board. 

At one point in the past, the Nominating Committee asked Gerry Daniel (prior 
to his presidency of the World Union) to be a member of the UAHC Board. He 
turned them down and urged them to appoint Ruth, which we did. What he 
now proposes is that Mrs. Daniel should sit on the Board in an elected 
spot and he should have ex officio status. I think it is chutzpah. 

I am perfectly willing to invite the president of the World Union on a 
regular basis to attend our Board meetings. The reality is that Gerry 
does anyway, because he accompanies Ruth. Ad personam is one thing. 
Officially, it does not make sense. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEWYORK, N.Y.10021 (212)249-0100 

... 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel (~ 
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Tel. 234-748, 232-444 _',t, 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Mr. G. Daniel, 
Polly Park Road, 
Rye, N.Y. 10580 

Dear Gerry, 

13 111 1.,r.rn ·n, 
c>',v,11 1 

9th May, 1982 

Thanks for your letter of April 29, 1982. In response to your question, 
I, Steve Schafer and Allan Levine went to Akiva Levinsky last year to ask 
for a larger allocation for the UAHC Youth Department. He tried the tactic 
of putting together all of the contributions which were received by the 
entire Reform movement, namely: the Union's Youth Division, the HUC-JIR 
(which receives at least $50,000 annually from the Jewish Agency and $50,000 
from the Joint), the World Union and ARZENU. He said that collectively, 
the Reform movement was already receiving a significant sum of money. I 
told him that it was not fair to do that, and that if he were to put together 
our Reform contributions that way, then he should do likewise with the 
Orthodox. The reference in my memo of April 22 is that in response to my 
criticism that he had not provided us with the information which he had 
originally committed his staff to provide, he said that I had convinced him 
in that meeting last year that he should not look at the total contributions 
received for the Reform movement; so since he had not used the collective 
approach for the Reform, he did not want to use the collective approach with 
the Orthodox. 

Of course Akiva's approach is gratuitous and evasive. There is no question 
that there are vast sums of money which are golng to Orthodox institutions 
from many Agency-WZO departments, some of which I am convinced Akiva does 
not even know about himself, since he has never taken a good look at it. 

We are beginning to build pressure and I do believe that it will result not 
only in our getting a significant contribution for the Youth Hostel, but also 
for the purposes of the entire Reform movement as well. The Youth Hostel 
request for $1,000,000 is to come before the Jewish Agency Executive at its 
meeting in June, and I have been building support for it . This is a very 
delicate matter, and I want to coordinate all the relationships myself, in 
order that there should be no missteps. 

Special note to the others who are receiving copies of this letter: I did 
manage to secure copies of what is known as the "Internal Budget" of both 
the Agency and the WZO and met with Merle Kohn for about an hour and a half 
to go over the various items in the budget; also am meeting with two of his 
accountants. Unfortunately, in this "Internal Budget" too there is not 
nearly enough detail and so we will not be able to get a complete picture. 
Merle will work on it (we agreed on an hourly fee) and when Ira is here 
will give us a preliminary report. However, we shall have to keep digging. 
I have some other meetings scheduled in the meantime. 
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I have ~vent many hours trying to figure out the actual expenditures of both 
the Jewish Agency and the WZO, as per my letter to Levinsky of January 29, 
1982, It is such a mess and is so complicated with each department having 
its own arrangements with Orthodox institutions, and the treasurer and the 
chairman each having his own arrangements and with special arrangements 
between the Israeli government and the Agency-WZO, that it is impossible 
to find a consistent pattern. I am convinced that no one, including the 
chairman and the treasurer, knows the actual sum-total of amounts given to 
the various institutions. All I do know is that we are talking about tremen
dous sums of money. Included in the various arrangements, believe it or not, 
are Israeli government funds sent through the WZO-Jewish Agency to Orthodox 
yeshivas abroad. It is such a can of worms that actually it is quite 
frightening. This of course is on top of whatever arrangements have been 
made with the Aguda and NRP for government funds to Orthodox institutions 
in Israel. Speaking personally, I do not begrudge Israeli government or 
WZO-Jewish Agency funds going for Orthodox Jewish education and youth work. 
However, it should be done in systematic, orderly, open transactions on the 
basis of real merit and not on the basis of political deals, and there should 
be equitability among all movements. There should also be strict accounta
bility. None of the above exists. This should be a source of great concern 
to us. 

In addition, a good deal of money is being given to sustain institutions 
which are anti-Zionist. It is a paradox that among the institutions heavily 
supported are those whose students throw stones on the Ramot road and who 
actively preach anti-Zionism, in Israel and abroad. 

Gerry, I agree with you. Eventually we shall have to go to the Jewish Agency 
leadership in the United States, but we should do so in a responsible and 
constructive fashion and this requires getting as much information as possible 
as well as organising the non-Israeli lay leadership to ask the right 
questions. Will talk to you about this when you are here. 

cc. Mrs. Raquel Newman-Naymark 
Rabbi Roland Gittelsohn 

/ Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Mr. Theodore Broido 
Rabbi Ira Youdovin 

Bivracha, 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 
CLIFTON AVENUE. CINCINNATI, OHIO 45220 

The Honorable Teddy Kollek 
Mayor of Jerusalem 
Municipality of Jerusalem Bldg. 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dea~ Teddy: 

April 23, 1980 

It was good to receive your letter of Nissan 
April 15, 1980 - more or less. I too ams 
last month when our Board of Governors t::1 

pleasure and privilege of ordaining th 
finished his course of study at our Jer s 

ding to 
f the country 

had the 
r bbinic stud t who had 

I trust Ezra has apprised 
iberations pertain1.ng to the you of all the news that transpired and 

future utilization of the land-----

Richard Scheuer has been e 
Cincinnati on April 13th 
planning work for the si 
and I believe he is sched 
cause of intern riorit e, 
others will ,,_...vr-.iJ, d a 
focused, a 

ve Committee, which met 1n 
Moshe Safdie to resume the 

conver ation with Dick just yesterday, 
Safdie on April 27th in Boston. Be

to put certain express needs up front; 
Dick has our view very clearly 

Safdie will be a very fruitful one. 

I was rea 
ing of th 
climate t 
history vh 

that you are making progress in the planning and build-
• This is hardly the best of times in terms of economic 

s antial commitments, but then I can't remember in recent 
ropitious. 

We are very much enjoying our new campus in New York, and I extend a heartfelt 
invitation to you to come and visit us at One West Fourth Street, which is 
located on the western edge of the NYU campus. The building is one of these rare 
phenomena which was planned well, built on time, had little overage in projected 
costs and is mostly paid for. I can only pray, and since I am in the business I 
can say that freely, that whatever we undertake in Jerusalem will move as smoothly 
and as expeditiously under your firm direction. I think we have a chance of doing 
just that. 

With thanks for your good wishes and warmest reciprocal regards, I remain, 

Yours sincerely, 

AG:rws Professo~ Alfred Gottschalk 
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MAYOR OF JERUSALEM 

Dr. Alfred Gottschalk 
President 
Hebrew Union College 
Clifton Avenue 
Cincinnati, 20, Ohio 

Dear Fred: 

Nissan 29, 5740 
April 15, 1980 

I was sorry not to be in Jerusalem last month when you 
were here with your Board of Governors. I understand 
from Ezra Spicehandler that the meetings went well and 
that the formalities relating to the land have been 
finalized. 

I want to urge you to proceed with the planning work, as 
I understand you intend to, as expeditiously as possible. 
This week Moshe Safdie was here, together with the top 
brass of the Rouse Company, who we hope are going to build 
the Mamilla Project. 

We are making progress in this part of the city which will 
be greatly enhanced by your campus. I also believe that 
the next few years will be a good time to build in terms 
of the building industry. 

I look forward to hearing from you on the progress you 
are making. 

With best wishes for the success of your undertaking, and 
warm personal regards, I remain 

Yours sincerely, 

TK/fm Teddy Kollek 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 
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Office of Executive Director 

Mr . Raphael Kotlowitz~ ·. 
Dept . . of Aliyah & Klitah, 
w.z.o., 
P.O . B. 92, '. 
Jerusalem· 

. Dear Raphael~ · 

29th ·. April, 1981 

I am in receipt of your letter to . me of March 16 which ··arrived du:dng my 
absence abroad, in response to my letter to you of March 4. 

Your letter is not at all satisfactory. I was :~given to understand that there 
are written· instructions regarding converts gi'ven to the shlichim. You 
yourself showed· me some written ·document at· the meeting in Caesarea. I would 
therefore appreciate .receiving a copy of everything which the shaliach rec
eives in writing, including the material prepared by the Ministry of the 
Interior or othe~ government _agencies. 

We continue to · receive reports .of shlichim around the· world who ask probing 
questions of Reform and Conservative converts and make statements which are 
contrary to · Israeli law . . For your information I enclose an excerpt of the 
statement .of _the Minister. of Justice Shapira speaking on behalf of the 
government representi_ng the · official_ government policy and delivered in the 
Knesset in . February of 1970. •. We continue to · receive . reports that the shlichim 
are not instructed ·properly in this matter. 

Even in your letter there are a number of matters which clearly do not reflect 
Israeli law. For example, the statement that "The·. question of conversion 
arises when · the · applicant comes from a non-Jewish · family and is not married to 
a Jewish partner" is not .accurate. We know of many instances where the issue 
has arisen when the non-Jew is married to a Jewish ·partner. Another example 
is the last paragraph in your letter: "We request, . in addition, that the shaliach 
explain that according to the · law as it is today in1 Israel, the ' Chief Rabbinate 
has jurisdiction ove·r personal status and within tnis jurisdiction it rec_og-
nizes only conversions which were performed by a Rabbinical Beth· Din, according 
to · the Hahchic Code." Standing by itself, this is not an accurate statement. 
The Chief Rabbinate ·has juris.diction over personal status only of .persons who 
come to ·. it to .. desire its services. The Chief Rabbinate ·has not been assigned 
with · responsibility ·. by the State · for determining who is a Jew. 

We therefore recommend the adoption of a written policy statement which should 
reflect the · laws of the State · of Israel. · I was told that there was such a 
statement already prepared, but if, as you say, there is no official statement, 
then the best way to .handle this matter would indeed be to ·prepare one. We 
wpuld be glad to · make comments · on it before it is officially adopted. I 
believe that such a statement would be in the best interests .. of your department, 
would eliminate the potential areas of conflict between the shaliach and Reform 



and Conservative rabbis, ~d would be ·to · the · best interests .of potential 
olim as well~ 

Bivracha, 

Rabbi . Richard G, Hirsch 

.. cc. Mr . . Leon Dulzin 
Representatives of Reform and Conservative movements 

enc. Statement made in the Knesset on 10th· February, 1970•. '. 
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The response of the Minister· of Justice Yaakov Shimshon Shapira, indicated 
the reason why the words "according to Halacha" had been specifically and 
consciously omitted. 

Speaking on behalf of the Government, Mr. Shapira declared: 

"Much has been said here, and in great measure correctly, that paragraph 
4b (of the proposed amendment) says: "For purpose of this law, a Jew 
is a person born of a Jewish mother or who has converted, and is not a 
member of another religion", that this is essentially the same as the 
directives of the Minister of Interior of January 10, 1960. This is 
correct, but not entirely correct. For there it is written "who converted 
according to Halacha" and here the phrase "according to Halacha" is 
omitted. It is completely clear and the reason is extremely simple . 
There are numerous Jewish communities .... How much do we know about 
Jewish communities in the Caucasus, f or example? But we do know that 
there are Liberal, Conservative and Reform Jews of all kinds and that 
they perform conversions. Therefore I (as Minister of Justice) do 
not want to fix Halachot nor am I authorized to fix Halachot. We 
therefore say that whoever comes with any certificate of conversion from 
any Jewish community, as long ,as he does not profess another religion, 
will be accepted as a Jew. What is the meaning of accepting him as 
a •Jew? He will enjoy all the rights of the Law of Return, he will be 
registered in his identity card as a Jew." (Knesset Record p.781). 

I 

The above position of the Government was confirmed in a private meeting with 
Prime Minister Golda Meir, in the course of which the Prime Minister gave 

I 
assurances that the State had no intention of intervening in the conversion 
procedures of the Diasp_ora. For the purpose of Aliyah and the Law .of Return, 
the definition of the respective movements in the Diaspora would be accepted. 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel Tel. 234-748, 232-444 . ',i., 
13 111 170i1 '"1 

C'7Wl1' 

Office of Executive Director 

·28th April, 1981 

Dear Colle_agues within the World Union and ARZENU, 

Enclosed is a letter I wrote .yesterday to Arye Dulzin. The · letter is 
self-explanatory. I am sending it to you because I believe that we 

·are now at the initial stages. of a fight which will involve ·all of us 
for .some time. The issue is .clearly· related to · the political situation. 
Most · parties prefer the ·. status quo, do not want . elections and fear that 
the · Reform .and Conservative movements will .begin .to play a greater role 
than heretofore in the· WZO. , There .seems .to be every indic.ation that 
there are a coalition of forces at work which include the Orthodox, 
the · Likud ·groups and .some members of the Confederation. ·of the 
Confederation .members .of the . Executive of the wzo, I .believe that Mrs. ,, 
Faye Schenk and Avram .Avichai are with .us and see the . broader picture. 
The others do not. · 

At .the same time, I am .sending you other matters related to our concerns, 
including correspondence with Raphael Kotlowitz, ·. head of .the WZO's 

.Department of Aliyah and Klitah. 

Bivracha~ 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 



13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel 

Office of Executive Director 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

Tel. 234-748, 232-444 .?1' 

Mr. Arye Dulzin, Chairman, 
World Zionist Organization, 
P.O.B. 92, • 
Jerusalem 

Dear Leon, 

13 111 1,r.ii1 •n, o,,..,.,,,, 

27th April, 1981 

I am dictating this letter to you immediately following today's meeting 
of the Executive of the WZO. 

I was deeply disturbed by the tone of the meeting, also the clear feeling 
that those who spoke about "double representatfon" had obviously had 
discussions on this matter beforehand and that you had been involved in 
these discussions and were personally sympathetic to the position expressed. 

In order to prevent any misunderstandings, I am hereby reiterating the 
position which I took both at the meet.ing and with you personally afterwards. 
The issue of "double . representation" is· motivated primarily by political 
considerations and is unrelated to the original motivations for the 
affiliation of the · world religious bodies with · the WZO and the · subsequent 
organization by Conservative and Reform Jews of independent Zionist parties. 

You yourself, both because of your personal predilections and in your position 
as · chairman, were .supportive of the efforts to affiliate the World Union 
for Progressive Judaism with the WZO and also to organize . ARZA-ARZENU. In 
fact, ·to · your great credit, you saw the potential and in almost every step 
of the way to.ok initiative to facilitate the affiliation process. 

You said in today's meeting that you are primarily concerned about the 
"double representation" on the Executive of the WZO . It is therefore important 
to reconstruct the history of "representat_ion" on the Executive. 

In 1968, three rabbis representative of the · three majo; st~eams were added 
to the American Section on an ad personam basis. In .f9 72· I "was asked by 
Louis Pincus and the Executive to .become the representative of the Reform 
Movement on the American Section and was elected at the World Zionist Congress 
in 1972-. . In 1973, · when we .were contemplating aliyah, Chairman Pincus and the 
Executive reaffirmed, prior to my aliyah, that I would continue to serve on 
the Executive in Jerusalem. After. having served on the Executive both in 
New York and Jerusalem, and after discussions with you, Louis Pincus, Charlotte 
Jacobson and othe;s, we : initiated the process of affiliating the World Union 
for Progressive Judaism. As you know, that process took o·ver two years and 
was no't consummated until the official affiliation in January of 1976. The 
only change in WZO Executive representation made as a result of the WUPJ 
affiliat.ion was that in addition to a seat on the Executive in Jerus alem 
(which we already had by virtue of my presence), we received another seat 
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in an observer status in .New York (Rabbi Schindler). It is important to note 
that even .before .we completed the process of the . World Union's affiliati on, 
there was some discussion .about adding a representative of the· Reform Movement 
to the· American Section on the · groun.ds that the American Section should reflect 
the · character of American Jewry and that it was therefore essential to have 
someone sitting in .New York .representative of Reform Judaism. 

The· other consequence, representationally speaking, of the World Union's 
affiliation was that in keeping with . the pattern which had been established 
for all international organizations, the Reform movement received 5 de l egates 
at the · Vaad Hapoel and ·1s delegates .at the · Congress, with · the understanding 
that there would be .no right ·to vote . on issue·s affecting personnel. The • 
. reason for this was ' accepted by· all, namely that since· the World Union f or 
Progressive Judaism did not participate in the voting process, it had no 
~i°ght to · "reap the benefits" of the voting process. · 

To summarize·. this first · stage, the sum total of the "benefit" ·.of the · WUPJ 
affiliation in terms of representation ·on the Executive was the addition of 
an observer on the New York executive. Is this a "majaT issue" which now 
requires deliberation and debate? 

The· .first group to . look with· approval on the World Union affiliation was the 
Mizrachi. · I still · recall that immediately following the · announcement of our 
intended affiliation, the Mizr·achi representatives· on the Executive, · 
specifically · Rabbi Mordechai Kirshblum and Rabbi Emanuel · Rackman announced 
that .they .were in the process of encouraging t he World Conference of Synagogues 
and Kehilot (the closest equivalent of ·t he World Union for Progressive Judaism) 
to affiliate ·. with the WZO likewise. Obviously at the time they looked upon 
the World Union affiliation as a positive contribution and saw no duplication 
or "double . representation" in there being both a Mizr·achi (an independent 
group of Orthodox Jewish Zionists) and an international organization repr es
enting Orthodox synagogues. It is important to remember that the steps to 
affi°liate . the Orthodox World Conference of Synagogues and Kehilot .were 
initiated long before . anyone ever thought of o·rg.anizihg an ARZA-ARZENU within 
the : Reform Movement. It was only aft.er the Re.form and Conservative began to 
organize·. an individual, independent Zionist movement from within t heir 
respective · groups that the Mizrachi and other groups suddenly began to talk 
about "double representation". . If the · concep·t of two · forms of ·affiliation 
within a religious movement was invalid, why did not . ..ft:he Mizr·achi represen
tatives prevent it from within .their own: group? 

The .next stage was the development of what eventually became ARZA in the 
United Stat.es, Kadima in Canada, Pro-Zion in England and Australia, DZA in 
South Africa and WG in Holland -- and the est'ablishment of the Brit Olamit 
ARZENU. You .personally were involved in every step alo?g the way and gave 
every encouragement to the developments. In fact, after the ·. elections took 
place . before· the 29th Congress and ARZA had received 9 seats, it was you who 
first took initiative to suggest · that the parties with · which you were affi
liated would provide three· .·additional .seats in order . to make · the quota· of 
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12 for a "siah". You .strongly recommended . at the . time that we should remain 
independent of any other group and that you would see to ·. it that the · three 
additional Congress mandates would ·be provided "without any strings attached". 
After conside·r~ng the matter and after . reviewing it with . other p·olitical 

_ groupings, · we . decided to . f0llow your . advice, and we · then · began the process 
of establishing a "siah11

• and waiting to ·. hear from you conc.erning who · the 
three additional mandates would oe·. • A delegation met with · you before the · 
opening of the Congress, and was told that· the three additional mandates 
would indeed . be g·iven, but only with ·. "strings attached". It ·was only after 
that great disappointment (which ·neverthei'ess · was a valuable learning 
expe.rience) that the ARZA delegation accepted the offer of the · Labo·ur Movement 
to · fulfill · the · very conditions which you had originally proposed, namely 
the · addition of three mandates "without strings· attached". Labour kept its 
word and it was clearly understood that the .affiliation would be limited to 
the . period of the Congress itself. Immediately after the . Congress, a letter 
was written to you by Rabbi ·. Roland Gi ttelsohn notifying you .·that the Labour
ARZA . relationship was discontinued. Eve~ since, there has been no formal 
relationship between ARZA and the · Labour Movement, · and in the ' meantime the 
Brit Olamit ARZENU has been established and considers itself · completely 
independent. • 

Raising the · issue of "double representation" is cont"Dary to everything which · 
you and the more . enlightened leade;rship of the WZO have stood for, namely the· 
opening up and expansion of the Zionist Movement in order to pursue the ob j 
ective of making theWZO the most democratic, comprehensive .representative 
group in worlci · Jewry. This ·was the · significance of the thrust of the 
Caesarea· meetings and of .everything which you and we have .been saying publicly. 
The · affiliation of .the · Conservati've and Reform movements gives the· world 
Zionist · Organization access · orgariizationally · to ·. an addit'ional three million 
Jews who ·are potential members of the WZO and this access should be opened 
widely and every means be utilized to affiliate . as many of these Jews as 
possible. The discussion which took place today will .set in motion a process 
which will · result ine)r,itably in :extended bickering, perhaps lead to a court 
test, ·. ~d will inject divisiveness and sap the strength . of the effort to 
expand. Instead .of .generating a momentum for estab.lishing the WZO as t he 
all-inclusive body of World ·Jewry, ;i.t will set in proces·s a reverse trend of 
keeping the· wzo an ,exclusive · club for the ' present membership who are interested 
in retaini_ng their power. 

I 
I urge you to reconsider the ·· raisi_ng of this issue at'"this time, and also to 
des.ist from .personal .support of. those · whose view of the WZO is short-s_ighted 
and narrow. · It is inconsistent with the . historic role which you personally 
have ·played and I believe would be deleterious both . to ·. the" Zionist movement 
~d to · your own leadership position. 

Bivracha~ 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
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Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
World Uni on For Progressive Judaism 
13 Ki n g David Street 
7 erusalem, Israel 

Dear Di ck: 

March 13th, 1981 

It is always good hearing from you. Of course we are kept well
informed about your activities through various publications. Every 
time I see your picture I wonder how you still look like a col lege 
student while I no longer even otm a comb. Well, with the price of 
haircuts ma ybe I am the one who has the advantage! 

With reference to the situation at the Aliyah Center, I delayed 
communicating with you at the request of the individual involved. 
Al though I emphasized the importance of the issue, Patricia does not 
wish to be a "test case." In fact, she no longer has a desire to make 
Aliyah . She explained that even if she "wins" she is not prepared for 
futu re difficulties with government officials and certainly is not 
desiro us of being in the public eye. I understand but cannot agree. 
On the other hand, as Tevye would say, given Patricia's attitu de I feel 
that she would not be a good test case. She would not be coo perative 
,nd , bas ed on some of her past actions, I am afraid that if she did 
~ursue this she would back off at the last moment and cause embarrassment 
to us all. 

As one who likes to look at the positive side of an issue I think 
the above information can really help make our point. It would appear 
that othe r rabbis are aware of situations where individuals are inti midated • 
bJ people in "official" positions and because they tfncounter difficult y 
merely ba ck off or pursue other interests. The goternment has no record 
of these people and, when questioned, they can merely respond th at they 
have no record of any problem. 

would it be possible to initiate some "class action" where a group 
of us would present documentation for cases that never arrived at the 
point of being officially processed since they were squelched at some 
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lower level? The government surely says it has not refused to process 
requests from non-Orthodox converts. We can agree and then additionally 
show that individuals were turned away before they even had a chance to 
make form a l requests. 

The situation is similar to the defense set forth in some of our 
civil rights cases. A school system may claim that it does not dis
criminate against blacks. The records will show that not one black 
~hild was ever mistreated. The records will also show that no black 
~hildren were even allowed in the school system. I am suggesting that 
these are analogous situations. What do you think? Is the logic sound? 

In any case I am willing to help in any way you may suggest. If we 
do not communicate by letter I will plan to visit with you at the CC AR 
in June. The entire Benjamin family will be in Jerusalem. 

Regards to Bella. 

~, 

Rabbi Robert M. Benjamin 

RMB/b e 

MEMORANDUM from Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

Another example of how hard it is to get test cases. 
I believe it is at least nine months since we first heard 
about this case from Robert Benjamin. 
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" HERZOG, FOX & CO. 
ADVOCATES 

CllAIM HERZOG 

MICHAEL FOX 2:1, IBN OVIROL ST. 
TEL•AVIV 6,L 078 
I S R A E L 

TELEPHONE 211 88 20 

LIPA MEIR 

SUL01>IO COHEN 

KATRIEL BEERI 

J"OSHUA ROSENSWEIO 

CHAU! INDIO 

OA.BLX&r VIV ..l T 
T1i:Ll<X1 8•:1:1:10 

Professor Michael L. Klein 
tlcti ng Dean 
Hebrew Union Colleqe 
Jewish Institute of Religion 
13 King David Street 
Jerusalem 94101 

Dear Professor Klein, 

March 18, 1981 

Due to an oversight because your letter dated 22 .2.81 moved around 
between the Labour Party headquarters and my office , I regret that 
I did not reply to you. 

The stand I took in the Labour Party Conference was in my m>1n name 
and had nothing whatsoever to do with the CCC, in which organization 
every member is free to hold and express his or her own views on the 
various issues . ~~hat I was opposed to in the conference was an 
attempt to depart from Shimon Peres• Toronto declaration . This, in 
fact, was a point that he made later during his intervention in the 
debate . In my view nonn 1-<? ,1::i11n no!:ln • We had to be mindful 
of the sensitivity of the subject, particularly so far as the 
Oriental community is concerned, and of the e1E£toral effects of a 
move which would go further than what the general consensus wants 
at this point . You wi,11 have noticed that when, during the debate, 
an amendment was introduced to recognize civil marriage, it was 
defeated by an overwhelming majority. 

I believe that we made a very considerable advance and it was wrong 
tactics to try to aspire to more than could be achieved at th1 s point 
because it could well have been counter-productive. It seems to me 
that in this case the poli cy of shooting a Turk and r;.slax1ng is a 
wise one. 

I believe it is important that we make progress, but I would not want 
it to be made at the risk of splitting the Jewish people . This was 

continued ... 
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Professor Michael L. Klein March 18, 1981 

the basis of David Ben Gurion's policy over the years. Within 
this framework, in my view, a considerable advance has been made, 
both vl"ithin the context of the political parties and - I know 
for a fact - within the context of public opinion. 

With best wishes. 

CH:aa 

Yours sincerely, 

: ~ 
cl~He~ ,c-- _--.:::, 

cc: Dr. A. Gottschalk, President, 1-!UC-JIR 
\!Rabbi R. Hirsch, Execut1 ve Di rector, \~UPJ 



Professor Alfred Gottschalk 
President 

Hebrew Union College 
3101 Clifton Avenue 
Cincinnati , Ohio 45 ??6 
U . S .A. 

Dear Alfred , 

Thank you for your kind letter of February 9, 1981. 

P.O. Box 394 
Herzliya 
Tsrael 

March ? , 1981 

Tt was not easy to get our conference to approve the idea of an appropriate 
status for all trends in Tewish religious experience . As you will '<now by 
now, the idea of "equality" was not accepted. t do not think. that this ls 
a great shortcoming since r doubt whether the Reform or Conservative 
Jewish movements want to have an establishment including a chief rabbin
ate and other manifestations of establishment status in orthodoxy. The 
important t ng is that our party would be committed to enact legislation 
under which the Re.form and Conservative movements could operate freely 
without the harassments arising from the traditional discrimination. 

Tt was good to work closely with Dick Hirsch in this matter . I know that 
with his intimate knowledge of TsraPH politics he believes that th e result 
that we achieved is generally satisfactory, nor do T ti-link that it is the 
end of the road. 

Warm regards, 

\ ., ' I \ :, 
' I I I • l '. ~ ABBA EBAN 
I 
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VERBATIH EXTRACT FROH MEETING ADDRESSED BY SHIHON PERES, 17th MARCH 1981 

Ta"Oe did not nick up the question lay Hr, Malcolm Slowe 

FolJ.owin;e; is ,~hat Mr9 p eres replied: 

Well, we cannot help recognition, 'but equality depend.a upon you. Come alread.y 

to the country, nnd ~e as lar~e as the other · syna~ogues are, and then you will 

reach equality. We are for respecting the ri~ht of every Israeli Citizen to 

Horship t he Lord. in the way he feels fit, yet we are oareful not to i.ivid.e 

ou.r nation; an~, you know, it took Moses forty years to orosa the desert and 

roP.ch t he Land. We are havin~ our forty years, not to cross a physiaal desert , 

but t o cross wm: a division of a people, and auild _QE£. people out of thea, w t 

we respect all strea:as, all currents in .Jewish life, and. that was the lhti:xl:a: 

decis ion adopted by our Convention just a couple of months ago • 

.. 

l 
NORTH WESTERN REFORM SYNAGOGUE 

Alyth Gardens, N.W.11 

01 - 455 6763 

~~~~~r/ 
~-PAw~ 

'f 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE- ROUTING 
JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RF.LIGION SLIP 

FRO!\f: DATF.: 

Dr. Alfred Gottschalk 4-23-80 

TO: NAME DF.PARTMENT 

I 
Rabbi Alexander Schin~-er 

2 

3 

( ) Approval (x) Your information 

( ) Initials ( ) Your comnient 

( ) Correction ( ) Handle directly 

( ) Filing ( ) Immediate action 

( ) As requested ( ) Note and return 

( ) See me ( ) Read and destroy 

REMARKS 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

13 1n 1',nn •n1 13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel Tel. 234-748, 232-444 .':11, tJ'?\1117' 

Offlc:e of Execufiye Director 

MEMORANDUM 

from: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

to: World Union and ARZENU leadership 

subject: Update on the Rights Issue. 

Wednesday, 10th December, 1980 

We have been working with the various parties in the Israel Knesset to formulate 
a "declarative" law which will affirm in general terms the equality of all 
movements within Judaism in the State of Israel . At least two formulations of 
the law have been made, one by MK Mordechai Wirshubski. His is supported 
formally by Shinui, Independent Liberals, Citizens Rights Movement (Shulamit 
Aloni) and Mapam. In addition, many individual members of the Knesset have 
indicated their support of legislation of this kind . MK Avram Katz-Oz, of the 
Labour Party and a representative of Ihud Hakvutzot Vehakibbutzim, has formulated 
similar l_egislation. 

On Monday December 8 a press conference was convened by representatives of the 
above parties (fembers of the Labour Party and of the Liberals in the coalition 
indicated thei~upport but were not able to be present), and representatives of 
the Reform and Conservative movements . Separate statements were issued by each 
of the parties and also by the Conservative and Reform movements ~parately. 
Enclosed are copies of the press clippings. Considerable attention was given 
to the proposed l_egislation by the public media. 

Following the press conference, representatives of the Conservative and Reform 
movements met with the caucus of the Labour Party in the Knesset and received 
their agreement to recommend that their members approve of referring the proposed 
legislation to the Committee, with the understanding that there would be freedom 
of vote on the basis of conscience. This step by the Labour Party was most 
reassuring and shows their sensitivity to our concerns following the severe 
criticism of their position during the passage of the Chief Rabbinate Law. 

Aka meeting late yesterday, the members of the Knesset who support the bill 
decided to delay presentation to the Knesset for a two-week period until after 
the Labour Party convention, in order that there will be enough members of the 
Knesset on the floor to support referral to the Committee . 

• 
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• • Translation of proposed legislation by MK Wirshubski 

Basic Law: Equality of Movements within the Jewish Religion 

1. In this basic law - "a Movement within Judaism" is every one of the following: 
a) The rabbinic movement - Orthodox 
b) The traditional movement - Conservative 
c) The progressive movement - Reform. 

2. a) ·There is no discrimination between movements in Judaism. 
b) Details concerning the assuring of equality between the movements in 

Judaism will be ·established fn law. 

3. a) In every law which is open to divergent interpretations, the interpretation 
which is more likely to implement the equality between the movements is 
preferable. · • ' 

b) Any legislative directive which is accepted following the. acceptance of 
this basic law and negates or changes any directive in it is nullified, 
except if it . receives a majority of 80 members of the Knesset in every 
st_age of the· legislative process. 

4. Sub-paragraphs (2), (3) and (6) of paragraph 2 0£ the Chief Rabbinate Law of 
1980 are nullified. 

Translation of l _egislation proposed by Avram Katz-Oz, MK: . 

The Law of Equal ·Rights for Movements ·within Judaism 

1. Movements within Judaism includi_ng the Orthodox, · Conservative and Reform 
movements and others. 

2. Discrimination between the movements in Judaism is forbidden, since it negates 
the spirit of the State of Israel and its Declaration of Independence. 

3. The Minister of Religious Affairs, with the authorization of the Committee .of 
Constitution and Law of the · Knesset, · will issue regulations for equality in the 
budgeting of resources~ financing and .services of religion, rights of religious 
in.stitutions, etc., which will ·assure equality between the various moveme.nts 
within Judaism~ 

4. In every place in the existing legislation where the word "Jew" is used, the 
interpretation of "Jew" will be ·as defined by every movement within the 
Jewish people, including the Reform and Conservative movements. 
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Jerusalem, 1 Tevet 5741 
8 December 1980 

RELEASE 

The Movement for Pr_ogressive Judaism u_rges support of the Basic Law for equality 

of all movements within Judaism, which will be brought to_ the Knesset on Wednesday 

(3 Tevet 5741, 10 December 1980) (attached, Wirshubsky) . 

.... 
The Movement for Progessive Judaism, which is non-political, will support the 

recognition of pluralism in Judaism and will encourage every_ initiation for legis

lation in this direction (including the private bill of Member of _Knesset Avraham 

Katz-Oz). 

The Movement for Progressive Judaism does not require rec_ognition of its existence 

because, since its inception, Judaism has always recognized diverse, even con

flicting, movements within its ranks. Millions or Jews in the more than twenty

five countries throughout the world who belong to the Reform and Conservative 

Movements comprise the overwhelming majority of religiously identified Jews. But 

these non-Orthodox movements are discriminated _against in Israel and their rabbis 

are not authorized to perform rabbinic functions nor do they receive governmental 

support for the religious services they offer. A law for equality for all move

ments within Judaism will unify the Jewish people and draw Jews closer to tradition. 

It will enhance freedom of religion for all in its Declaration of Independence. 

The State of Israel which aspires to serve as a spiritual center for the entire 

Jewish people must reflect in its policies the character and values of the entire 

Jewish people. 

13 King David St. Jerusalem 94 IOI D'°JWll' ,13 "111 1'JDil ::l.lffl 



'Equality bill' f Or .Refo1·u1,. Cortser\1,atiye$· ~ \~ . 
Dy JUDV SIEGEL chance, given Agudat Yisracl'a re- ment how' ha~ 'fS,000 m~~bcrs i~ 

Jeru11lem Post Reporter cent success in overcoming opposi- Israel, compared with only 2,000 
A Shinui-sponsorcd bill to in- tion to the Anatomy and Pathology five years ago. There arc two mil~ 

troduce O Basic Law establishing Law Amendment, MK Mordcchni lion Conservative Jews in the ' • 
"equal rights" for the Conservative Virshubski (Shinui) s11id that "the Diaspora, he added, who are deter-
and Reform movements in Israel is real minority is Aguclat Yisrael" and red from immigrating . because of 
expected to go to the . Knesset that a majority of Knesset members the current status of (:qnservative 
plenum tomorrow for a preliminary pe_rsonally support Huch a ?ill. ~e , Judaism in lsrael; .;r ,i·•, • ., • • 
reading. said he ~oped most parties will . MKs Gideon Hausner (Indcpen-. 

Leadersofthetwonon-Orthodox grant the1r !Tiembcrs. freedom _to dcn1 Libcrah)r ,Meir Talmi' 
d fiv MK rt 8 vote on the ~ill acco_rdmg to the die. (Mapam), Amnon Rubinstein 

movements an I c suppo er tates of their consc1ence .. • · · · · 
held a press conference yesterday in . R bb' R' h d H' ·h f th • (Sh1nu1) and Shulam1t • A,lont , 
Jerusalem to denounce J, a I ic ar . irsc O . e (Citlzens' •Righta Movement) ,werc 
"discri mmation" against their · rab- ', ~cfo~m r re men; m Isrc~ S~ld he also at the presa conferene'e to offer~ 
bis and members and to demand ; ope a our arty airma_n their support. MKs Esther Herlitz . 
"religious pluralis~" in Israel. The •, Shimo_n. Per~s would stand by lfts and Tamar Eshel o(the opposition 
Conservative and Reform ~eclarat1on in ~oronto last year to and Sara Daron, Gustav Badian and 

k . 'd th rt th support equal rights for the move- Yehezkel Flomin of the coalition-spo esmen sa1 ey suppo e . l • th · ·.1.1 • • 
SI· • b ' II a ·similar pTivate .mens, stnce e prm~tp e 18 an m- sent messages of •unport.. ,·,, 

ll nu 1 1 . • • tegral part of the Alignment plat- ' . r • 
mc:mber'.s bill by Avr~ham Katz-(?z • form. Hirsch, who recently returned Aloni complained· that foreign 
?fthe Altgnmc~t. a~.d any other bill from the U.S., said that the issue Minister ;.Yitz~ak. ,Sh~mir turned 
in the same_ sp_1r1t,- . . ' l• was raised "during every discussion down !JI\. lnv1tat1on .to attend a: 

If the Sh1nu1 bill ts passed, non- of Israel" in Conservative and •. memorial • ceremony ~t_ }:-tebrcw. 
Orthodox institutions would get Reform forums 11.nd that even • Union College in Jerusalem for the 
govern ment funds on an equal basis ' Christian clergy• wanted to know '. /e\Y1.who died in t,hc Rue de Coper-· 
with Orthodox Institutions and·, why Jews fight for separation of •. pie 11ynagogue terrorist blast in Paris 
Conscrv'atiVc and Reform rttbbi11l('thurch and state In Americat while •·-it,eca\l~C it: was J,R,efotm c;qnsrega
wou ld have the right to pcrforrnt.1., h'(srael is ruled by a theocracy." t1t'· ti~m. Jnct .. that tne.,lariaelf,..rabpinat~~ 
marriages here. -'' • ,; •• l :.I! •1 ,:( ,Rabbi Ron Price or ~he. Conser- r. cvtt A~nv, ~~rule>J., ,~c~~;:l~ _t~«;,; 

Asked whether the blll "has ' . Vatlve Movement 11a.ld, h1s .. move• . f~f'VCld,. • ,(, 1 • •• 1 '" • ,, ~· 
>, .,! \ , ., .. I .. I - . ... 

Jerusalem Post 9.12.80 p.3 

t Religious equality.~·- l~ i: • 

I 
.....1,..,1 ti d l •• d, _,_tt,;.~ e5 10 a on . e aye ,•;;'-.. ,w· . ,.. 

. Post'JCneaset Reporte(,•,;~?' 
Th Shinul private membcn bill 

on 1ranting equality to all ,\hree 
streuma In Judaism ~ orthodox, 
<.on~crvatlve and Reform i-'T' will 
hll.VC its ,preliminary rcadina .In a 
fortnight Jnstcad of , todayt the 
Shlnui Knc$sct fac:tiori.. Qnnoun~cd 
last night. ,1 . , . .-. , • ,,,,~1" ., , 

IJ'hc delay Is meant lo on•uro l 
bigger attendance and wider 1up
port. Labour MKJ as w,ell as Qthcrs 
who plan to vote for tho bill had told 
Shinui they could not come to· the 
Kn~t , today., . ,11. ,1" ';/,~Jq 

. 'l he La bout . Part}l' Cl>rlV~ntlon 'c!n'" 
1 December ,, 8. Is keeping moat 

Labour M Ks too busy \o devot.e all 
·1helr ,tllcntlon , to p1ull11mentary 

1 
mnttor,. , ..- ,., .. , . , ·• 

~--..... ----------· derusnlem Post 10.12.80 o.3 

' . 

·M» '~?~;t,1 ?~,~~,p~·, ::D'•'-),,b,:i,{ l ' 
; : ~ .,,,,it',, p,n:1 ,,~n, c,,~,,,p >· 
: ,~ n,,,;i:,:i .n ,.,. O'·~:ltti\ n-r,,:)T .. 

, • ~: _--ri-•. • •• :· ·, , • ti 

•rmn ,tl'>')J) -, ,n,~· ·m,:i • ·::i hr.npnl:) n,,.,..,., 1'11r.l1'\,i .(») 
• • • •• - -•· .rmt n•n"llOO rm,,,., ;w1l!\n1 '?K"lvr 

n, n'lnl,i "UII ,vw,, "'RM :i,.._, ·n wv.lt''n'l:>l"I r.nbi .~111':l · 
• •;, nn.i•n •w~, n•i,rr;, JYU:>,9 ·n 111.)n•;i ,n'Pl,lv\,.rr~V>mi ;ul-m 
jl~ :i-.., 1:>1 ,'m"\lt)'l!l J'IIYTvllO •;, lr>'11U7:l tn;),, ,~,, n•np•M 
~'\lll,i ~ C'U"\i n¥n),"Y"\' W rnzn'W ~11 .... ~iW',N''Tll:I lll"'QI 

l N•io'a.l ,xi., ~ .. •) ,,\"'t.lllC n,y "'WI ..: 111,:rj c;,v,~;, c•c·n;1 

1
'>111 # 'IZ),w,,n t'l"lt:1 _;,:,:, ':>«,111' (•n•Mi'l"tntlv) ·'l'l'l'l01:»'11 ,~'lV\"'1 
'l'l'°r?I • C'O"'lnw ,,~ 1'1'1'Til"n •:i,-,, (M"l?nzt. nr,.1•) _'17)"1'\D'"l,1' 
, i:, 'N • 1'091 1 •n,1iDro c•iw •no'II.:), :u•-n.1 ' 'l-V !l"l:).i., tvrc 
cnvun t•t( ~,v.,, N'17.):l p"lw n"Ji( c•l)"1I ~111 o•ui., wo.:i n•n 
'>l:7 n,i, "ll'i't'O n.,•nn'l IP\! ;me c•-ci ,Ci'l'l'!l n•'>~ '1:i lt",'1 

, • ' 
1 

- ,il'1\'rTO~ n:i•ei::.a DlSNll,1 '1\1l1 '1'1.l ,~ 
r T't~1 _011 ,,:, .>"IW11. 'lf'::li1 0,1 "1"'1'l flil,K l'Y':l:l ?1MX C"llll'\r 

4 C'Q"\111.•M"t'Y~"'n'111'1 _pm, .l'lltlll'l 1-11''117., P"ll '' J'lPlu1 M'"',v'? .• c,'7vf 
-~ •n ~ ~WP ,lt'VJJ'1 VT' ,1:1"1\T,1 ~ ' "1''11i'l'i'I l\"O 0'0"l!i1 rr,•~t 
1 :~:' :·· . ·' .,::i 1:1r.in• 1\0J::> .;: :· .~v•:,,i • bl'l ,nol:l,, 1n'?1tz1 
\i'G'll1liT ~ ... 0""ll "lllO ~i1 1\11"0~)\'l ,'.~ p-,n,i JWlil ·t" ,l"t cn•n,o:i"'10l~) l\'l'l'"\1Cll.1 'I(). • ~ n'>>."lli JlO.XXl ••u•~ 
, rl, 0..,,il' 'l"-K l5 TilQ 111". 01'::> ' . • . . , - ". 
~ 'T!.J 'l'v!:1,1 ~I" Jli?l. ?r,-,,l\m W>'lr'I . ~~T?.,:,,0' ;.pv,:i,..,i"I~ 

~~~.L .. ,~1'!-rr:eJ'e ;:VI? ~ .Jt', .•. )?~ ))Q'~\. 

9.12.80 p.1 



,, 

fro1: a bi Rich rd G. • irsc 

to: Th dor o, i 
n r, i c 

nclos d i. 
of tho •1zo. 
and corrobo 

10th Dec mber, 19 O 

bbi P ul 

r th iscu sions 
It relate to 

~ (J-f 4/v/' / ~,;t...._..__ 

~J~_ 



I 

' I 

PROPOSAL FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE WZO AND THE REORGANIZATION 
I 

• -OF THE JEW I SH AGENCY 

A. Objective 

The objective is to establish terins of reference for a review of the 
principles governing the partnership between the WZO and the Diaspora 
organizations comprising the Reconstituted Jewish Agency since 1971. 

B. Historic Framework 

The basic changes in the world Jewish situation since the founding of the 
WZO in 1897 and the W.W.II Holocaust are: 

1. The existence of Israel and its accepta~e as central to the 
survival of the Jewish People. 

2. The threat to the survival of Judaism in the face · of the 
assimilation process. 

C. Common Tasks 

1. There are today no basic differences between the objectives of 
the WZO and the non-WZO groups in the Re~onstituted Agency. 

2. On the contrary, there is general agreement in both groups on 
the historic aims of Zionism concerning: 

a) The centrality of Tsrael. 
b) The importance of Jewish Education. 
c) The need to i nvo l ve the young gener-ai, foli , n support of I ::; : i c l. 

d) The importance of aliya from all Diaspora lands . 

3. Of crucial importance is the fact that the Israeli political party 
structure, as reflected i n the WZO, is totally irrelevant t o the 
overwhelming portion of Diaspora Jewry seeking to establish 
meaningful ties with Israel. It is therefore timely that the WZO 
and non-WZO partners re-assess the nature of their relationships 
within the framework of the Reconstituted Jewish Agency and draw 
operational conclusions. 
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Regui red Changes 

1. The WZO-Jewish Agency o~ a new Zionist entity must make it possible 
for all Jews, who subscribe to the aims of the 1968 Jerusalem 
Program, to register as members without necessarily identifying 
with any of the existing Zionist parties in particular, or the 
Israeli political party structure in general. 

2. Contributors to the UJA or KEREN HAYESOD who sign the Jerusalem 
Program should be enabled to organize themselves into independent 
groups, on a geographic basis, within a broadened and reorganized 
WZO-Agency structure or, if not feasible, within a new Jewish 
Zionist Movement for Israel. 

E. Levels of Affiliation 

1. Awareness: expressed through participation in general activities 
of the Movement including fund-raising on the local or international 
branch 1 eve 1 s. 

2. Involvement: expressed through personal..-.and family commitment to 
Jewish-Zionist education; active leadership in decision-making 
and implementation of policies, programs and activities of the 
Movement: 

3. Identification: expressed through personal and/or family aliy~ to 
Israel resulting from association with the Movement. 

F. Functions of the broadened WZO-Agency of new Movement 

1. Functions in the Diaspora 

a) Jewish Education, formal and informal, with a positive 
orientation to the aims of Zionism, 

' • 

b) Information, where the focus should be on the history and 
goals of Zionism rather than the institutional structure 
of the State of Israel , 

c) Vol unteeri sm and Youth Work - The wide spectrum of activities 
and projects involving overseas Jewish youth in learning and 
living situations in Israel should be selectively organized 
for each Diaspora community, 

d) Faculty and Academia - Better coordination should be achieved 
between the new Movement and the various bodies dealing with 
the campus and professional groups in the Diaspora. 

• J 

... 
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2. Functions in Israel 

a) Immigration and Absorption, the latter to be administered 
a1ong the ~ines proposed by the HOREV Commission Report. 

b) Agricultural Settlement, especially in the sparsely 
populated areas in the Galilee, Negev, and Pithat Shalom. 

c) Youth Care and Training, to serve as a bridge between 
the aliya of the children and others in the family. 

d) Urban Absorption-in-depth, especially the neighborhoods 
of Project Renewal and group absorption schemes in 
urban frameworks. 

G. Structure 

To establish a new broadly-based WZO-Agency or new Movement, the 
following principles or organization should be applied: 

l. Decentralization of Authority and Admin-.istration -
The Diaspora should be divided into countries and/or regions 
with operative authority decentralized on a territorial and 
functional basis. 

2. A World Executive located in Jerusalem should be responsible 
for the implementation of policy on an international basis. 
A member of the World Executive should be responsible for the 
coordination between a country or region and the overall policy 
of the Movement. 

3. Procedures of Organization: 

a) Every Jew above the age of 16 to be granted the right 
to vote on the basis of one voter-one vote; 18 to be 
the minimum age for election to any post. 

b) Local and national branch leaders to be elected on a 
personal basis for four years, with a two-term maximum. 

c) Committees t o fun ction on all local and national l eve l s . 

d) Representation of a country or region at the international 
gathering (e.g., Congress) to be determined on the 
democratic basis of one voter-one vote and the total number 
of voters in each country or region (unless another format 
is agreed upon) . 
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H. Collateral Activities of the broadened WZO-Agency ·br New Movement 

1. Planning 
Short and long-range planning and evaluation procedures 
to characterize all . operations, programs and projects 
of the Movement. 

2. Effective System of Budgeting 
A budget and control system with appropriate follow-up 
mechanisms to be instituted in order to attain maximum 
output and excellence in all areas of operation. 

3. Information Center 
The development of mechanisms to coordinate the flow of 
data and information on the multi-faceted activities of 
Jewish communities and their impact on Israel-Diaspora 
relations. 

4. Personnel 
Personnel in local, national and terri:torial branches as 
well as in Jerusalem, to be selected on the basis of job 
qualifications, requirements of local conditions and/or 
the specific funtion involved. 

I. Operational Goal 

The inclusion of WZO elements and Diaspora community groups within 
one organizational framework will project the broadened WZO-Agency or 
new Jewish-Zionist Movement as the universally recognized instrument of 
Jewish unity in behalf of Israel and the forces combating assimilation 
in the D-i aspora. 

Raanan Weitz 
Jerusalem 
December 10, 1980 
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