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RABBI DAVID POLISH 

BETH EMET THE FREE SYNAGOGUE 

1200 LEE STREET 

EVANSTON , ILLINOIS 

60202 

TO: 

Dr. Alfred Gottschalk 
Rabbi Alex Schindler 
Rabbi Robert I. Kahn 
Rabbi Richard Hirsch 
Rabbi Herbert Friedman 

Shalom, Colleagues, 

April 16, 1974 
24 Nissan 5734 

I undertake to offer a proposal which may incur your strong disagree• 
ment. 

More than ever before, Israel (and sooner or later, American Jewry) . 
will be gripped in a profound cheshbon ha-nefesh in which no personal~ 
ities, institutions, or ideas will be immune. Extremely scathing and 
bitter recriminations are falling on Israel's most sacred and inviolate 
precincts. Any effort to merely patch up the fall-out from the Yom 
Kippur War will simply provoke chronic distrust and disaffection. There 
will have to be an honest confrontation with moral and political issues 
whose neglect contributed to the critical situation in which we find 
ourselves. Nothing could be more irresponsible than to try to rebuild 
with some of the same moral and political premises out of which the 
"mechdal" came. 

Our movement has an enormous opportunity•• to address itse lf fortrightly 
and in religious terms, to Israel's most agonizing issues. The Orthodox 
establishment has not merely failed to cope with these issues. In a 
sense, because of its politicization, it has contributed to the culti~ 
vation of a spiritual climate which has collapsed. We who have made a 
noteworthy record of at least attempting to develop ethical and pro­
phetic sensitivity in the United States and in American Jewry, will be 
derelict if we don't make this a primary objective for Israel. I don't 
know whether or not we (through our spokesmen in Israel) will get a hear­
ing or whether we will offend political powers. It doesn't matter. Since 
when have we worried about offending power when moral issues were at 
stake? I fear that if we begin to try to entrench ourselves in Israel 
through making political accommodations at the expense of our greatest 
strength which is our moral concern, we run the risk of becoming just 
another quasi•Orthodox establishment. I do not counsel confrontation 
for its own sake. That would be silly, and it would be equally silly 
not to relate constructively with power. But we must .not abdicate one 
of our most authentic contributions to Jewish history, our stress on 
the prophetic element in Judaism, even if it offends power. If we have 
felt called upon to respond to this stress in Ameriia, it is all the 
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more vital that we be among those who evoke it in Israel. This is why 

I feel that our intellectual and pragmatic alliance with the Kibbutz 
Movement is so significant. 

This brings me to a proposal which may upset you. I suggest that we bee 

gin by radically revising our proposed building program in Jerusalem so 

that . by far the major stress will be on programming rather than on struc­

ture. I propose this by way of symbolizing and living our conviction that 

an entire set of values embodied in stone by certain segments of Israeli 

and American Jewish life•• social and economic cleavages, the adulation 

of bigness by a small people whose distinctiveness lies not in physical 

grandeur"• is not for us. By going ahead with a multi•million dollar 

program we identify ourselves with a collective life-style which has col• 

lapsed and which we cannot confront while emulating it. Through public 

declaration that "this is not the way", we can achieve more than erect-

ing the most majestic structure in Jerusalem. Fortunately for us, we have 

already an impressive and useful building in Jerusalem. If it requires 

expansion, it should be done with emphasis on utility and simplicity. I 

would urge that the greatest portion of what may be availa>le to us should 

be on the extension of our human presence in Israel•• youth hostels, a 

Reform Bet Berl (or other available existing facilities), lectureships, 

and dozens of other programs which fertile minds like Herb and Dick can 

conceive. I do not believe that we can enhance our moral credibility any 

other way, and moral credibility is all we have. 

I have a strong conviction that our people will respond with gratitude for 

a wise change of course, in response to the Yom Kippur seizure. I believe 

that Israelis will understand us better than ever before. .As the Jewish 

world looks about for leadership, a renunciatory act could well provide it. 

cc: Rabbi Joseph Glaser 
Rabbi Ezra Spicehandler 
Rabbi Arthur Lelyveld 
Rabbi Roland Gittelsohn 
Rabbi Leon Kronish 

Shalom, 

/k 
RABBI DAVID POLISH 

• 



BETH EMET THE FREE SYNAGOGUE 

EVANSTON 

TO: 

Dr~ Alfred Gottschalk/ 
Rabbi Alex Schindler ✓ 
Rabbi Robert I. Kahn 
Rabbi Richard Hirsch 
Rabbi Herbert Friedman 
Rabbi Joseph Glaser 
Rabbi Ezra Spicehandler 
Rabbi Arthur Lelyveld 
Rabbi Roland Gittelsohn 
Rabbi Leon Kronish 

FROM: 

Rabbi David Polish 

ILLINOIS 

APRIL 16, 1974 
24 NISSAN 5734 

In the letter that I sent you, the name of David Wice who is also receiving it, 

was inadvertently omitted. 

• 



CJ'~ip.n~;, CJ'.l:J.i;i 11:\~ 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN 
79 0 MAD I SO N AVENUE • NEW YORK , N.Y. 10021 • 

Office f the President 
Rabb. Robert i. Kahn 
150 Sunset Blvd. , Houston, Tex. 77005 

OFFICERS: 

Rabbi David Polish 
1200 Lee St. 
Evanston, 111. 60202 

Dear Dave: 

have yours of April 
mixed. 

y react ion i s 

have a feeling that what might meet some of 
the ideas you suggest is that we reverse the order 
of institutions in Israel. I suppose what could 
ensue is a small two or three office adjunct to the 
college at this time on the new land, and t hen put 
our largest capital investment into camps, hospitals 
and that kind of thing. 

If you mean that we permanently abandon a central 
building, I am not quite sure tha t I would agree with 
you. 

Best personal 

Sincerely yours, 

19, 1974 

Rabbi Robert I. Kahn 

cc: Ra brJ i 
Rabbi 
Rabbi 

Alfred Gottschal ~ 
Alex Schindler ✓ 
Richard Hirsch 

Rabbi Herbert Friedman 

Arthur J LelyveiJ, V,cc PT1,•':,1dl•r:t 

Cleve .1nd , Ohi1> 
Wolli K~wltcr, Recvrdmy Scr•cl,Jrt 

Leng Beach, Cal 
Jul1ari Morgcr.ster,, Honor;lfy Prrs·dcn ; 

r,.1.1uJn c., 
Robert I. Kahn , President 

Houston, Tex. 
Joseph B. Glaser, Executive V,ce Pres11Jc11t 

New York, N.Y 
Jame~ A. W,1x, Treasu 1cr 

f-,1r rn11l11'.,, Tenn 
H1rold S S11.,cr, F1r:anc,c1I Scuetar. 

\Vest Hrirtf crrl, Ccnn 
S1d:--cy L. Rcf.l'":cr, E~cc'Jtivc Vice Pre$ ,Jr-r.' rrr1c1,t,,s 

EXECUTIVE BOARD Saul P. Besser, Dallas, Tex • Arthur N Bielfcld, Wdlowcl.1'0, Onl. • H0rm;in ,J Slumber~ Wrllrslev, >,<ic,5 • Howard I 80g, t, Philadelphia, Pa • Sidney H 
Brock,. Omaha, Neb. • Samuel B. Brnudc, Oakland, C o Stanley F C>i·,e•, C111c111nat1 Olm • · 1:auricc N. Eiscndratr, Mcv, York, N.Y • Alfred L. FricJm.111, Fremingh1m Ccntrr,, 
Mass. • H1llr.l Gnrnornn, Ho!fmJn E~,L1tcs, Ill • "A!frr-J r ,t1sct1nl1<, Ciriur:int1. Ot11,) • H;i ,. ,l H H ihn C1rrinn:1 11, Ot1 • ·R1 11rj G H•rt;ch Jr-rue11ern ~r r-1 • .:..: '"' .•:· i J·1flP 
Hollywood, F,;1 • Harold I Krantzlcr, Denver, Col • i11 1 ,ir-1 M Levy, Lee! /\ r,r~c!rs, Ca 1 • D1nicl f-. Polish, Wnshrngton , DC • Oav1d Polish, Eva'1st,::in1 Ill. • ~hrr·f A. R ti:, Andover, 
Mass. • [m:rnucl Rose, Portland,_ Ore. • Selig Salkov. ' r ur LnNr., N.J • ·Rr;,tJPrt L. S;1m1·1.- H 1L1. 1('r1r-i • "Alex.inr!er • • S:-:h1n1ler, t~ew Yori<, NY • - ~. '. 311 clrn H S!Cr'1 , New ! 
York, NY • Leo J Stlllpass, Ra!e1gh, N C. • 

• EX·O."icio • 
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Rabbi Bertram W. Korn 
Beform Congregation Keneseth Israel 
York ioad and Towmhip Line 
Elkins Park, Philadelphia> Pa. 19117 

Dear Babbi Koru: 

March 8, 1974 

I am writing to adckuovledge receipt of yvur letbar of 
March 5th in regard to the World Bctucatton CEllteT for 
Progressive .Judaism. 

Rabbi Schindler baa already left the office and will be 
leaving for Israel this week-eild. Holfever, a copy 

1 of your letter and it is on his a Dda for icusaion with 
Rabbi Richard Hirsch and othe.r involved parties. He will 
be in touch with you on his return frGIII Inael. 

With kiDdest greetings, I 

Slacerely, 

Edith~- Miller 
Administrative Aas't. to 

Alexender . Schindler 
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Founded in 1847 

REFORM CONGREGATION 

Keneseth Israel 
YORK ROAD and TOWNSHIP UNE 

ELKINS PARK • PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19117 

BERTRAM W. KORN , D.H.L. , LLD .. D.Litt ., D.D. 
Senior Rabbi 

March 5, 1974 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Alex: 

TUmrr 7-8700-02-04 

I have your good letter of February 21st and appreciate your response. 
The earlier you can get to us the better. It may well be that we 
ought to adopt some other project, such as an ambulance for the· Magen 
David Adom or something for the war casualties that will keep us busy 
for the next year or so after we complete our forest. By then, your 
plans for the new Reform building on the HUC campus will be finalized 
and we could then decide what we would like to do. I agree with what 
you say about plaques and yet they can be attractively designed so 
that they are not an eyesore, but rather a tribute to the interest of 
people and congregations throughout the world in our Movement. I keep 
stressing the fact that we have a Movement and we need a Movement, and 
if we didn't have one we'd have to invent it. I hope that my suggestion 
to you about a Keneseth Israel project will encourage you and the other 
leaders of our Movement to approach other congregations with the thought 
of adopting a particular project in the new building as a gift to the 
Union, the College, the Conference and the World Union. 

At any rate, keep us informed of the progress of the plans for the new 
building in Jerusalem. When the time comes I know that our committee 
will give every consideration to the possibility of adopting some 
aspect of this program as a Keneseth Israel project in Israel. 

With every good wish, I am 

Faithfully, 

~~ 
Dr. Bertram W. Korn 
BWK/eg 
cc: Mr. Paul Jaffe, Mr. Stanton Lipschutz, Mr. David Mitchell 
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Dear Gil & Dicks 

I din't want to reject this offer, $2.S,OO is'not exactly 
peanuts btit on the oth ;- hand I didn • t want to make any 
kind of a comm:ftment. 

By the way, how, in your judgment. should thi kind 
of contribution r lat to Herb Fr dlnan' effort and 
our commitment t him? 

Warm regard . 
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Founded in 1847 

REFORM CONGREGATION ,, 
i ~ '? 

~ 1_, Keneseth Israel 

BERTRAM W. KORN, D .H.L .. LL.D., D .Litt ., D .D . 
Senior Rabbi 

February 19, 1974 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Vice President, UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

My dear Alex: 

YORK ROAD and TOWNSHIP LJNE 

ELKINS PARK • PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19117 

TUrnn 7-8700-02-04 

We are close to finishing a commitment for a $25,000.00 forest 
for the JNF in Israel. Our Israel Committee is now considering 
various new projects. I had hoped that the plans for the new 
Reform building on the grounds of the HUC in Jerusalem might 
have developed to the extent that we could offer to take one of 
the rooms. Have you any data you could send to me? Are there 
any plans for Congregations such as K. I. to undertake a sub­
stantial commitment such as $25,000.00 so that the room might 
be marked off as a contribution of that Congregation. Who is 
actually in charge of the projected plans? If they're not ready 
now, will it take another two or three years? It would take us 
about that length of time to get contributions, really on a 
small basis, as with the trees. 

I would appreciate your counsel and support. 

Faithfully, 

']$~ 
Dr. Bertram W. Korn 

BWK/eg 
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Ji-.:rius ALEM 

For Judaism to conti~ue as a vital force in an environment, free from 

persecution and oppression, each succe .. rnive generation must receive a 

meaningful Jewish education. This is the keynote of Jewish survival. 

3 

Thus, it is fitting that education sl1 011] d be thP. corner stone of the proposed 

':/orld Center for P rogre :;;s ive -Tudaism, which will be built on a three-acre 

site in the heart of Jerusalem, facing ·the 'J'ower of llavid and the 'tia] ls of 

the 01<1 City. 

Here t,here wi 11 rise a complex for study, culture and iaternat.ional meeting, 

of beauty, 1ipnity und significance. 



T11is, the Hebrf'w l1 nion C0)lege-,Jewish 1'1stitute of Feliizinn's fourth campus, 
wilJ he an exptnsion of U1e present Jerus~,lem school, provirlinp: inspiratirJn 
to the three schonls in .\merjcao Stuclents, both Americ1:1.n anrl lsraeli, wjll 
aYai.l .them'>elves of the ColJe~e's comprerensive facilities to study here. 

To build the rrogressive Movement it will he necessary to recruit a 
st1 bstantjal nu,nlier of Israeli candidates for t,he rabbi'hateo They wi]] 
study in ,Jerusalem, possibly spending a year at one of the Arner-i.c·an cam1 uses. 

The First-Year in Israel 

Al1 first year rabbin1ca] students from America, men and women aliJ.rn 9 spend 
an ol1ligatory year of study in Israel, a year which introduces them to a 
unique life experience. 

Poundations are laid for the 11nderstanding in depth of the ]an~uage and 
literature of Ju<laism. But perhaps ave,1 wore ireportant is the fact that the 
student,, at a hii:rhly iml'rP.ssional:le stage of his life, is exposed to the color 
and drama of' lsrae] o He stndi~s thr:? Ihhle int.he very place it was written. 
Re experiences Lhe fu~lness of Israeli contemporary life and culture. 
Special prorrams take him on extended tours round the country. Eminent 
authorities from government, the unjversities and public life acriuaint him 
with the current -problems and aspects of Israel. And he is given the op11or.tun 
ity to particjpate in a creative exchange of ideas between American Progressive 
Jews and Israel is. For the future Pro~ressive rabbi the impact of s1Jch a 
year js lasting. 

Additional l~esidentia] Proarams 

Future plans incluJe t.-ra:ining for cantors, music and choir uirectors, commnnal 
and socjal workers, educators as well as camp di.rectors, teachers jn 
reUgious scho0ls and _youih grour ]eaderso These specially fashioned 
residential study !>rograrns for Mnerj cans and Israel is will lead tc increa~ed 
profession3] competence and commitment. 

It is anticipated that within a few years the student body wi.11 have grown to 
200p thA majority of whom wi]l be graduate students. 
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and social workers, educators as well as camp directors, teachers in 
reJigious scho0ls and youih grour ]eaderso These specially fashioned 
residential study :1rograms for ,\rnerj cans and Israel is will lead tc increa~ed 

professional competence and commitment. 

It is anticipated that within a few years the student body will have grown to 

200 9 the majority of whom will be graduate students. 



Libraries anJ Archives 

A fine acariemic library for scholars and students will be developed from the 
present nucleus of bno~s a~d publications. The process of acquisition will 
be accelerated in orrl er to accommodate the programs of the ~orld Unicin for Prog­
res s ive Judaism and the Union of American Hebrew Congregationso 

5 

In addition there will be a popular multi-lingual library for the ~eneral Israeli 
public, and for tourists. It is important that the general popn]ation of 
Jerusalem feels welc-0m~ to visit and use the libr~ry. This is a great service 
to rend er a community which does not possess t,oo many public 1 ibrar.ies., 

Tliere will also be record and tape library facilities , a language laboratory, 
a microfilm collection, microfilm readers, and a periodical section. 

Withjn the next decade the library should reach 100,000 volumes. 

Extensive arc~ives will be mai11tained, containing items of American Jewish 
and World Jewish interest. 

The Scho0l of Bible and Archaeology 

The campus will also house the Nelson Glueck School of Bible and Archaeology 
for adva nced studies in the Bihle, Biblical and post-Biblical archaeology an<l 
relaterl fields of the ancient ~ear-East. The school provides the necessary 
resources for scholarly research, exchan~es and communicationo Its sign ificant 
finds Rt the Gezer and other excavatinns, will be exhibi.ted in an archaeological 
displav area. 

In the field, excavation teams are directed by area supervisors who are likewise 
exµerienced both as archaeologists and as educators. Work on excavations is 
shared by the volunteer staff, . made up of students, younger educators, 
c]er~ymen and scl1olars in related fields, and others who simFlY wish to broaden 
their experience and know]edgeo 

Academic credits are awarded. 

Excavations at Tel Gezer 

With tl1e co-operation of the S emitic Museum of H!:trvard University, the School 
initiated in 196 4/65 a long-term archaeological project at Tel Gezer midway 
between Jerusalem and fel Av iv. The two primary purposes of the project were 
to recover the historv of this rich site, and to provide opportunities for 
young A~erlcan scholars to obtain field experience in archaeology. 

Tel Gezer has been oPe of the school's most important achievements and one of 
t~e most thorough projects undertaken in this country. In nine seasons of 
work, well over lOOG American volunteers havP shared in the excavations at 
Gezer, making an immense _ contribution to modern archaeology in Israel. 

In the summer of 1974 a new archaeological dig nf similar scope will begin at 
Tel Dan, a large Biblical site in northern Israel. This too will contribute 
to the important study of Israel's past and add to the growing reputation of 
the i;chool in t.he world of archaeolog.yo 



Summer ~eminar in Israel 

t inder the joint sponsorship of the Tnstitutions of Reform Judaism and Duke 
Unj vers i ty, su,11me r seminars are held for younger Christian academicians, 

professors of Bible and New Testament, eraduate students and Christian 
seminarians. 

Professors from A· erican and Israeli institutions of hi~he r lear~ing and other 
competent authorities serve as lect11rers, instilling a deeper understanding of 
-the Jewish literary and archaeological sources of early Christianity in the 
Holy Lando 

An Academic Year on a Kibbutz 

The program offers university students the opportunity to spend a year of work 
and study on a Kibbutzo It presents a rich variety of formal and informal 
educational experiences, including study of ITebrew, Judaic studies, travel and 
work on an archaeological excavationo 

The Hebrew Union College grants 19 academic c~edits to those successfully 
completing the course work. The pro g ram is a joint project with the Union 
of AmericRn Hebrew Congregations. 

PHYSIC AL F ~c Ir. I1'J •;;s RW:lTT R,"KD FOR 'l'ITE COLLCGE-I N3'l'I1'f ''" E: 

Classrooms 

Faculty Rooms 

Seminar Hooms 

Faculty and Student Lounges 

Dormitories 

Archaeology Work Space 

Language Laboratory 

Archives 

Library 

2xecutive Offices 

.. ' .a.... 
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II) THE INTK~NATIONAL H~AD0UA~TERS 

The head11uarters will serve as a spiritual center from which the Israel program 
of the Union 0f American l{ebrew Congrefations, and the programs of the iorld 
Union for Progressive ,Tudaism will emanate. 

Interaction Between Israel and World Jewry 

~l,e headquarters will stimulate and service study pil~rirnapes to Israel. 

Rvery year thousands of Progressive Jews trdvel to Israel, some as individuals 
and some in tours that are primari1y sightseeing in character without clearly 
defined c'ducational objectives. Many adults seek more intensive and enriching 
educational experiences in Israel. The stud;v pilgrimag·es will include such 
topics as ~ible, archaeology, Hebrew Literature, as11ects 0f modern Israel, and 
visits to related sites and instit11tionso Lectures from academicians and 
governmeut orfi~iaJs will be featuredo 

Leadership ~issions 

Special progra,ns will be organised for national leaders, members of 
congreRational boards, sisterhoods, men's clubs, members of congregational 
Israel committees, and other groupings wi thin the Movemento 

Informal Education for Israelis 

In Israel there is a desp~rate need ford non-politicized ideological center 
where Is rae 1 is can eng~pe in informal independent study of c ontem1Jora ry ,Jewish 
life with special emphasis on such subjects as Israel-Diaspora relations and 
the search for traditional values. Courses of varying dura t ion and intensity 
will be geared to meet the needs of newspaper writers, journalists, raaio-TV 
commentators, governrneri+, civil servants, senior army officers, tour leaders, 
labor leaders, kibbutz leaders, selected high school students, and Israeli 

"schlichim" and otl-iers about to serve abroado Efforts will be made to recruit 
and train Israelis to lecture and work in liberal synagogues th~oughout the 
worldo 

Jerusalem Outreach Programs 

As part of the ongoing attempt to forge strong links with the Israeli public, 
regular lP.ctures and Ongt=>i :3nahhat will continue to be held, f c, cussing on a 

wide range of Jewish interest topics. 

A Program for Religious Social Action 

The headauarters will convene international conferences, in co-operation with 
the Col]~ge-Institute and other organisations and institutions, on i&sues of 

Jewish and general concerno 

• 
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Ihe conferences will explore critically such issues as: 

1. The role of Israel and contemporary Jewish theology. 

2. Judaism and the state in the State of Israel. 

3. The relevance of Jewish law and tradition in: 

a) the waging of war and the pursuit of peace 
b) changing Rttitude s to ward sex and family relations 

c) the kibr.utz and social experimentation in Israel 
d) civil rights and civil liberties. 

Publications Program 

There is need for publications in Israel which will reflrct the spirit of the 

~rogressive ~1ovement, and will attempt to relate Jewish values to the contemporar~ 

life situation. In addition, translations into Hebrew of major works of 

Progressive Jewish ideology will be issuedo 

Tl1ere is also a need for publications from Israel which will present life in 

Israel and around the world from the perspective of Progressive Judaism. 

To this end a newsletter will be published regularly, and outstanding papers, 

proceedings of conferences, and selected articles on subjects of concern to 

the rrogressive Movement will be given world-wide distribution. 

Youth 

The headouarters will ad.minister the youth programs conducted throughout the 

country. It will a 1 sq be the center to ·which individual youth trave 1 ing 

on their own can come for information, counsel and assistance. Various other 

programs will be conducted there for youth residing in Jerusalem and/or 

attending the Ilebrew Cniversityo Conferences and programs will be convened 

at the headquarters for the National Federation of Temple Youth groups dispersed 

throughout the countryo 

Museum-Exhibit Area 

There will he a large disp]ay area where the archaeological works, rare hooks, 

and treasured ritual objects used in synagogue and home can be displayedo 

Both the Jewish past and the Jewish present will be portrayed in multi-media 

audio visual presentations. These presentations will be changed from time 

to time, and vill be in at least two languages, Hebrew and ~nglish, so that 

Israelis will be drawn to the center. 

Audio-Visual Center 

There will be facilities for creating, presenting, storing and distributing 

audio-visual materials including those produced by the Progressive Movement 

abroad 0 These materials, stressing Jewish education, values and content, 

will be made available to Israeli educati6nal institutions and the ,;;eneral 

public as well as to Jewish communities abroado 

• 



r:; vsICAL FAC' ! LJTl ·~s nw~rrn:SD {<'OR 'l' llf-: I i\TSRNATIONAL Hr◄:A D '.'!C\H.T l •:ns : 

l-lec ep+,ion-Lobhv 

Thjs will be lar ry e enoueh to receive, welcome and brief sizeable groups of 
visitors. There will be lonnp:e facilities, including rest roe-ms, and place 

] (\ 
\I 

for liP,ht refreshmP.nt,. Off the main area there will be an office wl-iere touri.s ts 
cRn receive information, gnidance and assistance. 

The area will also serv~ as a facility for serving sit-down mealso 

Auditorium 

~onference.Seminar liooms 

~useum-Oisplay Area 

Youth Lounge 

This will include space for name facilities an~ light refreshments. 
In the evening the area will also serve as a coffee house. 

Outdoor Garden Court 

This will be the central plaza connecting the structures of the Jerusalem 
Center. 

Executive Offices 

lII) THE SYNAGOGUE 

The synagogue, set far back from the street, will command a panoramic view 
of the walls of the Old City. Its location, proportions and fine architecture 
will combine to create an atmosphere of sanctity and inspiration for the 

-' 

worshiprerso 

This Bet Kne s set will serve as the focal point for pilgrimages to Jerusalem, 
and as a model for Progressive Jewish worship thr0ughout the worldo 



T H E 

Y O U T H 

PH,OGHAM 

11 

If coming generations of Jewish youth a~e to learn that idealism should not 
be subjected to materialism, that life is more profound than a race for better 
marks and better salaries, then they must be educated to respond to the 
challenges in s.ociety; to recognize the primacy of ethical and moral 
considerations; and to fulfill social obligatinns. 

The youth pronram is designed to arouse entt,usiasm for Judaism, and to establish 
Jewish values as the criteria for ethical behavioura 

.. 



HIGFi SCH() OLS 

a) Leo Ba.e ek High School 

This sc ho ol is unique in integrating a liberal reli g ious orientation with 
the se cular curriculum. In operation for many y 0ars, the school is 
responsible for the education of abo11t 1000 children f rom the Haifa area. 
About 40~ of th e pupils come fr om unJe rprivile ged ho mes. So me student s 
a]so c0me from nearby Druze villages. 

b) The Development of the Leo Baeck High School 

12 

The school will he rur tbe r developed into a community center. Tn addit ion 
to its present activities, there will be a religi ous "program including 
worship in th e synago gue, a forei gn s tudents study program, and a training 
center for teachers, counsellors and worship leade rs of the school. 
There wi ll al s o b e a community pro g ran1 of adult education for new immi grants 
and old, action on ~ommunity issues and cultural an d athletic activi t i es. 

c) Other hi"h sch oo ls, similar t n the Leo Bae ck Sch ool in size and p r ogr~1n, 
will be estab lished elsew~ere throughout the countrya 

SUJvWEfl CM 1l1 S 

There will he tent villages at six locations i n or near the most be autifu l 
natur e reserves in Is rael. l~acb vi) ]age wiJ l have a numb er of per man ent 
structur es. 

By rotati n~ through t l,e various locations in the course of t h e summer, 
Joi ng field studies, a nd sha ring t ~eir daily routine with Israel is, y oungster s 
f rorn the Diaspora wil1 come to lq1ow and Jove Is rae lo 

f 



Later, these tent villages may also be used to develop a six to eight 
month program for high school s 1,udents from the Diaspora, an<l. for the 
Israeli Prog ressive Youth Movemento 

DORMITORl ES IN" KIBR1"l'Z IM 

13 

The Progressive Movement will have forty beds in eac~ of ten kibhutzim. 
Youngsters will join the kibt,utzim for periods of six months to a year, 
doing area studies, gaining kibhutz experience, and finding an outlet for 
social idea1ismo 

THE YOUTI! VILLAGE 

Bere, students from ahroad will join Israelis in a three year high school 
program, grades 10 througt1 12. Wor~ing at animal husband~y, in orchards, 
and gardP.ns, as welJ as at high school studies, they will develop a prof ound 
relationship with the land of Israel. 

AN GUTST,\~DT'.:G BnAl-lDING SCH,' CL 

The boarding school will he based on the highest ·internatio~al educational 

standards. The curriculum will place a strong en1phasis on morals and ethics. 
and a liberal religious approach to life. Accreditation for admittance to 
university wi]l he arranged. 

' 

I 

.. 
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THI<~ SYNAGOGlJ8 CE \J TERS 

It is the intention of the Progressive Movement to develop comprehensive 

synagogue-centers to encourage the growth of a dignified and aesthetically 

appealing Jewish life-style within Israeli societyo ., 

Worship, Work, Study and Sport 

It is planned to develop strong congregational activities in ten cities 

throughout Israelo These activities will include worship, adult education, 

sport and study for youth, stude~t programs at tl, e virious universities, 

scout troops, servicemen~ clubs, and pro~rams for the community at largeo 



-----. 
The program in a typical syna~ORU~-center will include the following 

16 

elements: 

lvOliSHIP 

This will be conducted on a family hasis, with husband, wife and children 

sitting toRetl,er; enriched by music - cantorial, choral and instrumental; 

enlivened by contemporary prayers in addition to the traditionul framework; 

and enhanced by an exposition of the message of Judaism~ whether in the form 

of sermon, seminar or symposium. Innovative forms of worship will he 

created, including the observance 0f some 3abhaths and festivals out-of-doors 

and away rroni home in celebrations oriented to the Ant1re family. 

RE!.,IGIOCS B~UCATION 

Strange as it may sound, there is a serious need for religious education 

in Israelo The Bible, of course, is taught intensi~ely; and the average 

Israeli pupil has a good knowledge of ito There are also courses given in 

the public secular schools on the subject of Toda'ah Yehudit (Jewish 

consciousness) but the evaluations 6f these courses indicate t' •at they leave 

many pupils relatively unaffectedo Many develop no passion for or 

commitment to th~ religious expressions of J11daism. The synagogue-center, 

with its relj~io-ethical approach, will develop educational programs to 

instill lrnowledge and love of Judaism. 

}-1.TH,SF.RY SCHOOLS 

Most children of ~iddle class families in Israel are enrolled in privately 

run nursery schools from the age of 2 or 3 to the age of 5. The synagogue­

center will maintain a nursery school, where the child will be introduced 

to Judaism at a most· formativ~ age. 

YOUTH GTICVPS 

In Israel 1 s pioneering period, youth movements were the instrument for 

implanting a sense of mis5ion, the formation of individual character, and 

the shaping of social ideals for teenagers. These movements developed 

fierce loyalties, and produced intensively devoted youth - who formed the 

backbone of the Haganah and kibbutz life. The strengthening of the 

Progressive Youth Movement, with l ocal groups in every syna~ogue-center, 

will produce a vital force in Israeli life, provi~ing a sense of camaraderie . 

and inspiring Jewish loyalty. 

PUBLIC FORUMS ON ETHICAL AND MORAL ISSUES 

The unique aspect of Progressive Judaism lies in its emphasis on the social 

justice message of our heritage. This message requires constant . 

application to the problems of the day. The brieht light of critical 

attention must be focussed on the oversights and inequities in our society: 

the poverty gap; the bureaucracy; the problems of juvenile delinquency; tl1e 

lowering of .. ·moral standards; and man.y other s0cial concerns. Public lectures 

discussion groups and seminars will be held, to illuminate the attitude of 

Judaism and to encourage public attention on social issueso 



SPECIAL SER.VICES 

Soldiers CJub 
Unive r sity Sturlents CJ ub 
New Immigra nts Club 
Senior Citizens Club 

The synag ogue-center, with its facilities and staff, will service the 
needs of various special interest groups. Most cities have soldiers 
clubs, but these often lack the warmth and intimacy which would be 
provided by a small club within the framework of a synagogue-center. 
The synagogue-centers located near a university wil1 help to fulfill 
the cultural, spiritual and social needs of students. New immigrants 
requiring assistance in the diffic11lt adjustment to a new land and 
language will be extended a friendly hand. Senior citizens are always 
see~ing simple social contacts which the congre gation could so h a ndily 
or ,g· anise . 

.I 

• 
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TH~ l{IHBU'l'Z OR 'l'HE MOSHA V SHITUFI 

Orthodox religious movements have established collective settlements in 
Israel. A settlement <1rienteJ to Prorressive thought and practice will 
root our movement in the land and will establish its authenticity as an 
integral part of the I sraeli landscape. The Kibbutz or the Moshav 
Shitufi(collective or co-operative village) will be established in one of the 
pioneering areas, such as the Aravah or the Go] an lie ig11ts. 

' 
Economic self-sufficiency will be achieved by supplementing the agricultural 
pro~rams with in<lustry. 

The settlement will bring together a vigorous force of men and women, who, 
by putting their skills - such as teaching, social work, music and the 
arts - to work helping the neighboring settlernnts, will fulfill themselves 
and become~ dynamic influenceo 

A modern expression of Judaism will be welcomed by those kihbutz leaders 
and educators who are seeking new ways to make Jewish tradition relevant 
to kibbutz lifeo 

• 
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THE IDGOLOGICAL CENTER 

The I~eological Center wjll be lucated in a beautiful rural setting of 
parks and orchards. Here residents and conference visitors will fin<l an 
environment r e freshing to both spirit and body. There will be shady lawns 
and quiet woodland walks, a swimming pool, and recreational facilities, 
residential cottages, a dining room where guests wilJ enjoy unhurried meals 
in intimate and restful surroundings, a fine library and a fully equipped, 
mo (: ern conference center. 

MOTIVATI NG TC{ ARDS VALUi S ' . 

The Center wjll house the Institute of ilewish Ethics, one of whose rurposes ~ 
lil:rn tbe Center for Democratic Action, foun<l.ed by P. obert Hut,chins at, .~;a,1ta 
B,ubara, Ca l ifornia, - will be to air ethical prob l ems of t.lie day. In tbis 
and other ways we would hope to create a g reater sensitivity to moral and 
social i s sues, and to encourage Israeli and World Jewry to implement the 
J e wish ethic a l imperative in society and in the live s of Jndividuals . 

• 
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REACF-'. ING THE OF I NI ON- MCULD~HS 

A r esidential s em inar 1•rogram will be offered to Israel's leadership 0 

To these seminars will be invited such groups as educators, journalists, 

army officers, local and national ~ublic officials, and many other categories 

.of opinion-moulders and decision-makers. 

LF<;A~>ERSHIP 'i'"'ATKIJ\;G FOR !vOR. K IN I SRAEL 

An in-depth pro~ram of training will be initiated in order to hl1ild a cadre 

of lay l e aders to serve the Progressive Movement in Israel. People will 

be trained in the art and skill of directing their local synago pue-centers. 

Other volunt e ers will learn how to project the message of the movement 

through the communj.cations media, in schools, service org anisations, hom e 

study and ki bbutz study g rou ps . 

LEAJ)P.ltS HU) TRA I NI NG FOR WORK I N 1'HE DIASPORA 

Men and women will come from Progressive congregations abroad to study at 

the Center in a wide-rang i ng program o f lectures, discussions and seminars . 

The deeper knowledge whjch they will acquire here will stimulate their own 

teligious g rowth and that of the Diaspora Jewry whom it is their task to 

guideo 

RESEARCH 

Research will be carried out at the Cent e r in order to produce educational 

material necessary for the Movem~nt's growth. This will . include publicat ions; 

audio-visual material for schools; radio and television programs; curricula 

for home study ~roups; and syllabi for student groups. 

, 

The functj ons described above will be performed in tbe Jerusalem Educationa] 

_Center_ until the Ideological Center is built some years hencea 
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T flE I S!tAEL -PROGRAM FOR THF, C"I◄;N'T'HAL corJFERENCE OF AME RICAN RABBIS 

The CCAR program will be another as pect of the reciprocity between Israel 

and the Diaspora, another strong link in the chain of their common 

interest. 

From its of f jce in the Jerusalem Center, the CCAR will foster sabbatical 

year programs in Israel. Service will be provided to each rabbi who 

comes, including logistical help 9 planning the use of his time, and 

individualised assistance. 

Some rabbis will wish to spend their sabbatical year in advanced study. 

Others may •wish simply to improve their fJuency in modern Hebrew. Still 

ot~ers may wish to work in the living frame of our active program here. 

For such men there will be every opportunity to teach in schools or 

campsp to work at the Ideological Center or wit h a local synag6gue-center. 

Thus they can use their tiMe creatively while ~artalting of rich le~rnin g 

experiences. 

• 
... 



WHAT WILL BE THE QUALITY OF JEWISH LIF:i: IN ISR.AEL, AND IN THE DIASPORA ? 

The question we began with faces Israeli Jew and Diaspora Jew alikeo 

Both will he touched by the outcomeo A regenerated spiritual life in 

Israel will mean an improved sense of Jewish identity in the Diaspora. 

_Not just because of the waves of intellectual stimulus that will be set 

"up; nor just because the Progressive Jew of the Diaspora will feel closer 

to a land where his interpretation of Judaism finds full expression; 

but because of the effect sucl1 regeneration will have on Diaspora youtho 

The average Diaspora student sees in Israel a place of ethical striving, 

a place of purpose, a place of inspiration, and a place·which adds depth 

and meaning to his Jewishness. He should not be disappointed. The 

spiritual future of Israel is the future of his identity. 

If the image of religicnwhich faces the young Israeli can be changed 

from negative to positive, from restrictive to progressive; if he can find 

in Judaism the face of a religion which is not all or nothing, then there 

is a chance ••.•. a chance to build a liberal religious movement inside 

Israel and to bring it into a close, deep andpermanent relationship with 

Jewry the world over. 

~orld Education Center for Progressive Judaism 
13 King David Street 

Jerusalem, Israel 

A joint project of: 

✓ Hebrew Union College- Jewish Institute of Religion 
Union 0f Americam Hebrew Congregations 

World Union for Progressive Judaism 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 

.. 



January 4, 1974 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
World Education Center 
for Progressive Judaism 
13 King David Street 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear Herb: 

By now I am certain Paul Steinberg has given 
you the ll'essage I ent with him but I thought 
you might wish to have it in writing. I rea 
the dummy of the brochure and the te tis just 
fine, I didn't change a word. 

With warmest regards, ! am 

Sin~erely, 

Alexander . Schindler 
Pre ident 



WORLD EDUCATION CENTER FOR PROGRESSIVE J UDAISM 

13 King David Street 
Jerusalem, Israel 
Tel: 02--232444 

December 11, 1973 I 7- J3 .J b . 
I J 

\y'j I. 
Rabbi Alexander SchindJer 
Cnion of American Hebrew Congre½ations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Alex: 

Encl~sed please find some light reading for your holiday pleasure. 
I am sending you t~e dummy of the brochure simply to give you an idea of 
the layout and design. This dummy contidns all of the scribbles of 
Dick Hirsh. Don't try to decipher them . 

Also enclosed is a complete text paginated exactly according to the 
pages of the dummy. The t.ext has undergone word by word scrutiny by 
Dick , Ezra, and myc:.;elf, in a series of four meetings , embracing many hours. 
Fred wil] be here in about two weeks, so there 's no need for me to mail a copy 
to him . He will receive o~here and we will get all of his suggestions and 
corrections . 

~lease make your comments as quickly as possible, on the typewritten 
pages of the text itself and return it to me as ston as you can . There is 
no need to return the dummy; we rave other copies . When I finally have 
your in- put we will then go to production. Under today's conditions it will 
take at least two months. If I get you r text back by the end of December , 
then I can have finished copies hopefully by the end of February. That is 
really the latest because I want to start mailing to rrospects ~xact1y at 
the beginning of March . 

I don't think you will find too many corrections because we have been 
over it very , very carefully, but I do want to have the full benefit of your 
reaction and opinions . 

Happy Chanukah , 

Ase~ 

~erbert A. Friedman 

Director of Planning and Development: 
Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 

Sponsoring Organizations: 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion - Union of American Hebrew Congr ega t ions 
World Union for Progressive Judaism - Central Conference of American Rabbis 



WHAT ,lJ L1 HE 'I' ;n,~ QUALITY OF JEWISH Lil"E IN ISRAEL, Al\TD IN 'J' llE! JlT ASFORA ? 

Today, this i s 0ne of the most serious questions facing us. Will Israel be 

lJrope lled by t.he prophets' vision, become a "light to the peorli,s of r,he 

earth", a witness ihat spiri t 11al values can constitute the very drive and 

purpose of a modern s +ate; or will Israel succumb to the pressures of being 

a "nation like all other nat.j ons", pursuing materialism and self-interest 

Rt both the in~ivi dual and national level? 

1 

No onP would deny that Israel is a Jewish stateo 
all t he festivals are July celebrated in turn. 
of ,Judai s m are presentn But how much religious 

Pesach, Shavuoth, Succoth -
All the external expressions 

con t ent is there? 

Despite serious atte mpts in the public sch0ol system to 
consciousn,1ss to the children, many remain unaffected. 
tn achieve j0yous ::i, ;'f'irmative acce ptance of Judaism. 

Ye-t t.he .' ix Day War songs, wri t+,en by so-called secular 
with religious connotations. Israelis have been drawn 
I\ e s t e r n Val ] of the T e rn p 1 e Mount , by a f e r vent mys+. ·i. c a 1 

explained in nationafistic terms alone. The re is, as 
Abraham ,J. Beschel wrote, a ,great searching and groping 
to Ciocl. 

impart a J·ewish 
It i.s very difficult 

Jews, ~re permeated 
to t.he Kotel, the 
impulse which cannot be 
the late l-labbi 
for a way of returning 

'l'he que::d,ion, :•w1iat is the quality of Jewish life" :i.s pertinent in the Diaspora 

no less than in Israel. Assimilation, Jewish illiteracy, intermarriane, 
luch ,1f i. dentifi.cation wit,h tl1e synagopuP- and the Jewish co mmunity are 

wi de s rread. 

Jews throu ~ho11t the world look to Israel as the setting where Jewish culture 

has been re c reaten., the Heb rew language revived and the Jewish people rustored. 

A living enc ounter witl1 Js rael will in .iect content and cornrn.i.tment into 
i) j aspora. Jewry. 

1'his, t hen , 1s our pur pose: 

TO E;'t; COFHAGE A FIW ,-: fl '.'.:.SS rv ·8 J l~ IHSH R8LIGIOUS MOVE1•1E0;T IN ISH.AEL w:llCH I f:~ I STS 

OI\ ADi! '..;k C:KC? TO T-':~r:.SONAI. AND FUBLIC MC:~ALI'I'Y, AS '.\'ELL AS TO A ?v1EA~I NGI'UL 

EI TU AL 013 '32 1/VA JCE; .'\ND TO INSTILL JN 'D IASPORA J8WTlY A f.ROFOU:-'D S 'SKS E OF 
J r,:·1lI..3H I Di-~~JT T F l CJ\T I ON TfliWtJGR :~:xJlE l:?. J RNCES TN I3FAEL AS A LIVH~G FOlJ~JT A IN 

OF lNSFIRATICNo 
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labbl Alexander .. Scblncll• 

1 Ii'• Youdovln 

.. a1rath & IMvid s. Baclln, 
'11-04on &. Brot4o 

quested, juat t t 
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MIEM (0) ~AJNID) UM 
Date October 15, 19 73. 

From ___ R_a_b_b_i_ D_a_v_i_d_ S_._H_a_c_h_en _________ _ 

To Rabbi Schindler 

Copy for information of_---=D::..:r=-•:.....::M..:::a=-=u=-=r=-=i=-c=e=--=E=i=sa..;e=n.c..d=r=a"'"t.;;.;;h"""",.__H_a;...r __ ry_.__G_u_t_m_a_n_n_,....._T_e_d_ B_r_o_1_· d_o ______ _ 

Subject ________________________________ _ 

Dear Alex: 

When I was making the calls about Israel, I learned from Jerry Schuster, 
our colleague in Flint, Michigan that Herb Friedman had come to Flint and 
seen a Mr. Sam Katzman and received a $100,000 gift for the World Union 
to be paid over the next three years. Some of the leaders of the congregation 
were upset because they planned to ask Mr. Katzman for help with a major 
project for the congregation, and now they feel that it will be more 
difficult. They also felt that they should have been informed, at least 
the President and the Rabbi before Herb came to Flint. They are preparing 
a letter of concern to be sent to you and I guess Harry Gutmann. I do 
not judge the matter, but only write to inform you and prepare you for 
their letter. 

In light of the crisis in Israel, this whole matter may become moot. 



.. 
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C"'==--~ 

~~~- Dato __ __.8-e..12.tember 21, 1973 

FA'o:r~i -~abbi Ira ~~~--==:z 
~ ~--= -----?" ----To Rabbi Maurice,.1N. EiS_£l~?rath, Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Rabbi Robert Kahn 
Rabbi Alfred Gottschalk 

C ... ,. f . : ,f _ _ . _ r.. Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch, & .. bbi Herbert Friedman, Rabbi ;Joseph 
n p y or a r. o, n1 ah oil or --G-lase-2:-,-Mr-.--'I!-heodQT,e-BJ.;:oid.o..,..._.l:fan-..Theodo.r..e......T.~;£. -~---Mr. Harry Gutmann, Dr. Paul Steinbe;1=-g, Rabbi Fritz Bamberger 

1. On Sept(~mber 4, 1973· Herb Friedman met with 'I'ed Broidf." nnd sevt~ral 
UAHC Regional Directorr.; to lay pla.ns for er;tablishing a network which 
will supply Herb with names of possible prospects for the World Educational 
Center project. This network will extend from the congresrationa.l rabbis 
through the UAHC Regional Direc:tors to me and from there to Herb Friedrnan. 

2. '£he role of the Regional Directors will be defined in a memo currently 
being prepared by 'Ted Br.oido for dissemination among the Regional Directors. 

3. It was felt, however, that initial contact should be made with the congregacional 
rabbis via a .letter going out over your signatures. A copy of this letter is 

. attached. It h,ci.s been approved by Herb Friedman so that when we recc~i ve your 
0.K. we will send it out. 

4. As we want to move this thing as quickly as possible, your immediate res_f)onse 
:i.s vital. 

tut 1t+4 (UJ.dtf 'lll I 

J-St:f!!lrcJ aJ!,~'-

tHiThJ~l!J:'!: 'Ll:NJ.!]},N t~O.ltEGE.: 
JrB\~lt~i;: i~~;s;m•;@rnE ii'f r"~U G !O~ 
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er ~ l -- 1 • I l~ ~c? 
Dear Colleague , L'"~ 0JlJ 
As you know, our Movement has committed itself t o buildin;,! Progressive 
Judaism in the State of Israel. 'l'he cornerstone of our /~forts will 
be the tvorld Educational Center for Progressive Judaism,; 1\ multi-face ted 
structure that will rise on a twelve dunarn piece of land alongside the. 
HUC-JIR campus in Jerusalemi5<:/a C1.,1-l-l'1J... tJ...li,,11 rJ">/t,()/et ;,'/.£.'uh ;li.t <jltl.at ' . 

To raise capital for this project , we have enlisted the service s of our 
colleague, Rabbi Herbert Friedman. In order to avoid competing with the 
ma ny othe.r worthwhile causes that regularly look to the Am erican ,Jewish 
community for sustenance , Herb has embarked on a uniquely low-profile 
campaign aimed nt soliciting a highly select group of potential contribut ors . 
Every individual approached by Herb must meet the following criteria: 

He must be imbued with enthusiasm for Israel. 

He must be sensitive to the need for developing a Progressive 
way of Jewish life in Israel , 1).Qt-~u.----i-z:tSt;-i:tutia.na,Lglor y, 
.bu.t. because t.11e Israelis, themselves , want and need a religious 
alternative to :rfatablished Orthodoxy. 

"'0/ He must be capable of making a gift of $100,000. or more~-•-z:,,'-/.u:_,.,'t; l ,.'-(: t1..t!.d 

/~ /'Z{.,i1) r11,.{;)-J,t-1 tt ti!.1..,1 lo (:,,f),{.iz.~f...cL{td .,.,,,, {l..{l ,$ ;,{lM.t?:.<«ltf .. /,t{1 lr·/al~-t) I 

/
/ To help us along, we n~ed your assistance in providing in.format.ion on . ' 

_potential prospects . Please b e assured that you will not be asked t o ," ~ 
solicit . Indeed , because of the highly specialized nature of this cc1mpaign , f; / 
we will be avoiding all the trappings normally associated with fund-ra ising 
c ampaigns. 

In the near future, you will be receiving a memo from your UAHC Re9ional 
Director outlining the role we are asking you to play. We ask that you 
cooperate fully so that we may complete this significant project. 

Cordially, 
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~rs. C1arlotte Jac ob3on 
c ::..1ir~'.luu, World Zionist Organization 
515 Park .\.Yenue 
Naw York , N.Y . 1J022 
u s • 

l.icar Charlotte , 

13 r, • ng David Street 
Ji::ru f'.lem 

Sep erJb r :w, 1')7J 

• hank you so ::iuch for your letter or Sep te.:.'l-.~r 10. lam del i ghted that the Committee on Control a~d Autl.ori zatic:i vas so inpr.._::ssed with the plans 'W'hl.~h Herbert F:-ie.:': . .nan presented to you. 1io appreciata tl4 =e=ognition of your com~ittee t~at ~e are ambarkin~ on a vrojoct or great aigniflca»ce and creativity. Vo hJpc that Lho effor~s will ~e beneficial not unly to our movewen1 but to tho c~use of Zionism as v 11. 

I ,.H:tt viih !Jon lJUlzi.;1 pri.or to his d.aparture au ;r;3 1ave plun3 to ~,~t again to didcuss thd matter of affil iation of tha 1orld Uniou with the ~orld ~ionist 1...rganizo;tio:a. '.I -r.oo ~av.;, b0en impre:s l.:'d with the ""·a.y LQon has handl/J hii..s2lf in a very difficult p si tion. Va have agreeJ that tberB should be an oxchang of correspondencd b,, tw1e,.H1 us, ju6t a..s there was betveen me and Lou and hopefully th~t exchange of corres?ondenco vill serve as l a basis for advancing th proposal ~urth r ong the probess of negotiations . 
I 

I \d 11 be ir. 1 he States the beginning of i;ovemb r for 
at lee.st two{ €ks to attend the biennial ·onventi vIJ of the AUiiC. \.ii 11 probably retu:rn ·to Israel therea.fter and then wil bo goin to~ w York for tho Meetings of the gene. · • 

\ 

We reciprocaLo your good wishes nnd wish for you i turn a creativll aid healthy New Year . 

Shalom U'vrn.cha 

H,abbi •-ici1ard G. Hirs~h 

✓ hoc. H.abbi Eisendratb, Prof. A. Gottschalk, Prof. Suicehandl er Rabbi Schindler, Rabji J . ~laser, R~bbi I. You!ovin 



WORLD EDUCATION CENTER FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

13 King David Street 
Jerusalem, Israel 
Tel: 02--232444 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Alex: 

It was good seeing you when you were here. 

minutes to sit and talk like civilized people. 

December 6, 1973 

For once we had a few 

I would like to discuss further with you the matter we touched on 

at the end - namely, the proper funding of your budget, so as to remove 

the feeling of being pinched. We hypothesized an annual operating budget 

of $10 million, for Union and College, comnared to the current income of 

$6 m. This meant, in effect, trying to increase the RJA by $4 m. 

The first step is towork out a statement of needs, in broad categories, 

using rounded-off figures, showing what you need (or would like) the money 

for• How would you spend $5 m. if you had it? Do a rough outline and 

send it to · me. Talk to Fred , and ask him to do likewise. This does not 

require any elaborate preparation on your part (or his). You fellows know 

wh&t you'd like. Just put it down in a rough outline form. 

On another piece of paper, list your sources of income, again roughly. 

Don't include the College's endowment fund income. Leave that out. Let 

the College keep that for rainy days, or let it accumulate for capital 

needs. 

Then let me have a list of income by city and type - i.e. 

Philadelphia - $X from dues 
$Y from RJA 
$Z from any miscellaneous source. 

Meanwhile, I will look through my lists of leaders, young and older, 

to try to isolate suggestions for city chairmen. And you look through your 

lists. We'll compare and settle on candidates. We must also select a 

national chairman, and a small group of top campaigners. 

Next, we'll look very carefully to see in which cities we want to 

campaign, and where we don't want to for various reasons. Then we'll 

assign arbitrary quotas (altering later if need be) adding up to approximately 

the $4 million needea. 

Director of Planning and Development: 
Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 

Sponsoring Organizations: 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion - Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

World Union for Progressive Judaism - Central Conference of American Rabbis 



Page 2 Dec ember 6 , 1973 

the $4 mill ions needed . 

By the time a great deal of the preparatory work has been done , 
by correspondence between us , it will be worthwhile to organiz e a working 
session , with Alan Iselin if you still have confidence in him , to decide 
on the basic working principles and gu i delines . 

So let ' s get star ted o 

cc: Profe s sor Al f red Gotts c halk 
Hebrew Union College 

With best reg ards , 

• 



,1 r . Joseph Meyerhoff 
25 ~out h Charles ~treet 
Ra 1 timo r e, .. t' land 

Dear Joe : 

De cember 9 , 1973 

MaJ'::.'.f tha.nl'-s f c, .,,_ your, ietter <if • oven ber 12 ~ There a re ,itill long 
delays in mail deliveries , wu ich i s erfectly under~tandable in view of the. 
heavy war mood and mobilization still e isting h ere . 

As I understand y our ~osition , it i as follows: 

1 . 'o u a re willing to ma 
5 million p l edged . 

I wold prefer not to 

e • 500 1 000 co ,1m itment as part ch· t : e first 
I accep t the condition and you understand ~hy 
pu licize it . 

2 . You a re willing to c onsider a f urther subJtantial contribution , as 
part of the s econd , 5 million . You do not m ke • hat as a f i rm 
c o .:·1rn itment, but a re clear! indicating a positive 'l.t titude . Jay 
I assume that hen we come to dis cuss it, we cant lk about a 
s i •d lar amount as the first commitment ? 

3 . You are right - we never d id b ve any specific d i s c ussion on the time 
for pay 'ilent . In rry letter I was simply making a sug estion , but 
if you feel it would be advan ta , eous to extend the payments , ~ will 
certainly be gui ded b y ur de ires and opinion . Th e main e penses 
hic h the p roj ect is underg6ing presently are land p urc b se payaents 

( e have already laid out 160 , 000 with another >80 , 000 ue in 
January 1974) , and architect ' s fees . -hy d on ' t you suggest a schedule 
wit which you will feel comfortable . 

Instead of my trying to write another formal dr~ft , perhaps it would be 
better if you s i mply sent rue a letter , in your own lankuage, formally 
incorporating the co mm itme t you a re willing t o make . I know you want to 
hel and your frank and friendly manner is very encouraging to me . I ' ll 
wait to hear from y ou . 

With warm regards , 

Bl ind copies : Professor Alfred Gott s ch alk 
Rabbi Alexander Sc hindle r 

Yours, 

• 
rterbert A. Friedman 



JOSEPH MEYERHOFF 

BALTIM0RE MARYLAND 21201 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
Director of Planning & Development 
World Education Center for Progressive Judaism 
13 King David Street 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear Herb: 

November 12, 1973 

I am glad you finally got around to "putting down on paper" your interpretation 

w1derstanding is delayed, the more possibility there is of a varying interpretation 
of my expressed interest when we discussed the matter in my office some months ago. 

M;y recollection of the verbal commitment I made you is as follows: 

1. I was willing to make a commitment to contribute $500,000. towards the first 
$5 million which you raise. In other words, my gift is conditional on 
raising the balance of the $5 million . 

Some time after our meeting, in one of our conversations, you said that you 
would prefer not to publicize the fact that this was a conditional gift and 
I told you you could use your own judgment in this regard; however, my gift 
is definitely to be conditioned on the balance of $5 million being raised. 

2. I told you then, as I have several times since, that I think it would be a 
mistake not to spend some of the first $5 million you will raise for the 
development of the "grass roots" aspect of the total project. However, 
this was not to be a condition of my pledge. 

3. I have no recollection of any discussion as to th~ time for payment. I don't 
think this will present a problem. However, you might keep in mind the fact 
thst "1' ' "' 0,·, :.- hAs rir"" •,vl "VP,,,. '50% in TT1arke+ nno-+ l'lt:i r,n. T+ might be advrui-
tageou.s to extend some oi' the payments under the circurnsta11ces. 

4. As far as the second $5 million your propose to raise, I told you that I 
would consider making a further contribution when you move ahead with your 
plans. In other words, after the first $5 million is raised and you are ready 
to move along on the second $5 million, I would not rule out my considering a 
further substantial contribution, but I did not make a firm commitment in that 
respect. 

My recollection doesn 1 t quite coincide with your suggested commitment letter. 
However, basically I believe it will meet your objective provided you are success­
ful in achieving your total program as you anticipate. 

Warm regards, 

b Meyerhoff 
JM:hc 
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Mr. J os eph ~1 eyerhof f 

25 J outh Charles ., t,reet 

Twenty First ~loor 

Bu l tiinore, ~1 1i-ry 1 !i.Dd 21201 

Dear Joe: 

October 31, 197) 

l got 11 1 me the ua.y be tore R••h Haeaana, e tarted to get 11y pa.per• 

together in order to write ■any letters, ani then the world turned upaii• 

dovn oa !0111 ,- ippur. 

Tne eighteen day• of war and blackout were quite •ough, and eY•ryo■• 

va• bu•Y• Pora time Iva• on Dight duty with the CiTil Defense, then 

I avitcled oTer a.nd vent to work for :· tbe Voluntary ,1.._r Uond Co-ittee, 

ot vbieb Iitzhak Rabin i• the chairman. I wrote down some of my 

i■presaions and am enclosing a. copy. 

The ■ail ha• started to moYe again, and I reeeiYed a letter 

yesterday tro111 Dr. Alfred Gottschalk who said he had enjoyed & good 

Tisit with you and Lou Kaplan. I waa Yery h&ppy to he&r that. 

I have tried my hand at dratting a letter containing your co :n■ it■eat. 

I hope I have done it correctly, bu:t i• ca•• there a.re ch&11gea you Yiah 

to make, please aend ■ea copy of your alterations, so that ve can 

agree on a final version and both be el@ar as to our understanding. 

My toadeat regards to you, Rebecca. and the whole fa ai ily. 

A.a ever, 



I 
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liraf't or Lotter frc,nn Joseph M"'yerboff 

Rabbi Herbert ,. VriedMan 
World ~ducationel Center for ~ro ~rescli~~ JudaiMm 

l) Kin1 Javid ~t•••t 
Jeruaale•, I~rael 

DeaJ' Herb, 

In conaideralion of t e plt-dg~• or othera, 1 a'fl ba1 py to pledg ,· the aua 

of one aillio• doll~r• to the Jorld ~ducation Center tor rogreaaiv• J~dai ■m, 

located in Jeru,alem • 

.\a J uri !c:rst~od it, this .:eLJter ia a rrojeet or and ~pi>nsored oy the 

in!4tituti )n• of :tefora Judaiiu1 iu tue Ur:ited ,;tat•• and throughout t.he Yorld. 

Th••• inid,i tut.ion• arer lfebrev llnio11 Colle~e-Jewiah lnsti tute of ,iel igioa, 

Union of -•m•ricftn ~Pbrew Congregationa, ~orld Union tor Prugr~a~ive Ju<lai••• 

aad the C. fintrt1. Conference of \aterican ltabbi1. 

Aa T further understand it, thia Center shall coneiat nf two basic ele■•ata, 

a headquarter• co~plex, co~pri,tci seYeral buildin1s on• I~ dun~~ aite on 

King li&Tid •:tr .. et in Jerusale•J and a gr1uus-roote 11ov-e.::-ent ot synagogue-cttntera, 

youtt c•nters, ca~r~, dChools, ~ibbut~, aprPad throughout r~rRel. The cosplex 

' in Jeruhal@a vill <'OOl"iat.. of an expansion at t"e ral.binice.l tr~.ining ,semiaary 

ot the 1\eurev l' oion College; a. libr~ry; a musea111; a synagorue; c,.tice apace t• 

adaini3ter tbe progre.m:-1 of r ·-.'I( and 'r~rn. 

It i~ my intention that ha!t of my contribution sh~ll b~ :1•~oted to the 

,lerua~lem Center, and the other h~lf be applied to the grasa-r•ots ■ov•••nt. 

In both casea, I un ~•rstand it ia your iot~ntion to utilize snme fund ■ for 

CF.1pit,1 l coni.truction purpo-se■, and to pl :100 th,J b . l .rnce in ~n ..-n1,iovment fund, 

to proYide for annva.l aaintenancc- aupport ot progr"ru•. 

Payment, c,s.c ~e 1r:a.de t.hrough th~ 1,Hhrey lJnt.on Coll~~• in Cinci1u1ati, vbio 

vhich is ~u eduwati~n~l in ~titutioa enjoying l.rl.l. tax-ei ··mpt statu■, and 

ear•arked fort~~ Jerusalea r •uter. 

It i3 n,y inte;ition to pay the 150(),000 t..ovard the . !eru alt1rt1 c ,H11p1'n. during 

1974 end 1975. Aa to the othnr $500,000, pay~ent will t -~~ p) u• Q ~heoever 

you in i.~ato tba.t fOll aT'e ready to dov,.•1011 ooe or &Q t'.·•r or the i~rn .-;s-roota 

pTojecta al"d 11.ctual fund• are required. As J. .. nd~ .. :tt.nd it, the ti.rat project 

you ■ight b• contem~•latin1 i• • synav.o~l!e ceatPi. la li). ... at Glln, wb.@re tje 

nucl~us of a congre~ation already exi ~t• and ~bare ther ~ is a lo~ul contributor 

willing to v,iYt;> P5C'r,,0t'O. 

I aw ple&14ed and h•.ppy to join in thi~ ,dfort, ..,11d bop,.. it ac '., ievea the 

•t.renr:lhening or Judaism, both in Iarael ~od the l.'nit•d ";tate ■• 

Very truly your•, 

I cer ~r. Louis ~aplaa 

j 



Professor lfred r: ottscLalk 
~ebrew nion College 
Clifton e ue 
Cincinnati, io 

Dear Pt"ed: 

December 9, 1973 

I have your letter regarding the Haas ro hland situation, and 1 thin. the best thing tor me to do is not write to them at all nov, until the matter ot the chair in the Los ,n!•les cbool is settled. It Yould probably be l ossible to separate the two r rojects as to distinct entitiea in ·o hland's mind - yet the fa.iily rebuttal could then be that we are asking for too much. Get the coimitmont for Loa n~elea, ince hat was ap arent y started first. henever sher nd inkels iel finish with th t, please remember to let me know. fter an a1propriate tie elapse• (5 minute■), I'll write and revive the Jerusalem project. 

,nclosed is a file of eyerhotf eorresp,ndence: 1. My lett.er to him of 11 ctobftr, toget er "ith a proposed draft of a formal pled e letter for hi to return to me. 2. His rely, of 12 . overnber - which commits to only 500,000 - yet whose last aragraph seems to say that he will give the second $500,000 -it we reach 10 million. 
3. My reply to im of ecember 9, in hicb I accepted the es~euce o bis interpretation (vbat c ice do I have?) and stru·1:led to keep the door open. 

Had a good talk with Alex and Matt Ros vben they Yttre here. Also finally got involv . in tte land ne ti tion nd amt ying to h e l ~ith that, on the main i.sue of o tai ing a lease on pnrcals and B together for simultaneous develo1ment of t)e whole plot. lso h d everal good eonversati ~ns with Dick Scheu~r ·hen he was here, and ascerta·ned rrom him some sense of the timetable of 3af ie's work. The bottom line looks to 11 li1c construction not ctually starting before ~id-or-late 1975. 

Since it ill be many months, at least, before there are approved afdie'a sketches or rawings wl ich I can use, I aw going ahead with the brochure, using abstract drawing• &Ld photographs. I will mail a photocopy to you and would appreciate your suggestions. Please mark your copy and mail it b ck t i me as soon as po sible. I will print a few hundred for our imm oiate use, saving the pl tea. !l en e finally do get &c tut\l .3k tchea, tpey can be used on the pages esi n ted, and ve can then re-order, ccorJjng to anticipated need. 



.., . 
Pr~fessor lfred Gott .. cha.lk Dacember 9 , 1973 

B rring outbreak of more war, l think we can resu e contacts with prospects 
by mid-r'ebruary . 'l't1e official date by which the I ra.eli universities may 

resume their camp ig ing is 1 April . Sinc e ours is such a private quiet 
matter, I could feel my way and perh.ips start earlier . At any rate , I do 
want o have a finish~d ~rocuure as my o~ening wedge , and printing t~kes time 
in r el t,oclay, with ~ o mt\ny . n inobi J iz d . 't'hor tore I want a. .. ,1,rov .1 from 
you of t xt ntl ,if'sign s soon as losr-iibl e . T~zra anii Jick hil.VtJ g • no t rough 
t.ho lu my with 11'! , line by line, and I have their in-put . 

Whan ., ou a.re here ece ')er ~4 o 25, ~e vill be in Caesarea . The kids 
ha.ve a Cha.nukka holiday from chool . Cn 1 w ien you , rri ve ( 063- ,8231) 
and we will meet •itnor t ere, or I will co e to Jarus lem . 

Aa ever , 

H rbert • frfiedma.n 

cc: §bbi "lexander chindler 

Encl . 





Mr. Cl if ford Hart• Pr•• ideat 
Tulple leth 11 
501 SOUtla Ball•-r Btalll,ay 
ntnt, Mi.cbta&n 41J04 

De•r Mr. Bart: 

l haw juac nwnect froa • brief vult to Iar•l. While 
then I hid aa opportunity te -t vicla BPbi l'l'iNND 
and diacuaNd vitb 11111 your letter of ~r Sela. 

Be •••und that ia tbe htun NCII aituat1ona will be 
avoldff aDd we will be in coetact with coasregatlou 
prior co aaking a.ny 10U.cttetioa• for tbe world ceocer 
11a .JervNlM. 

With ••r, goocl v1all •114 kuadeat anettna•, 1 aa 

cc: Mr. Barry X. QatMDD 
Rabbi O.vid s. a.c.ben 

• 



Hebrew Union ~ollege ✓ Jewish Institute of Religion 
U NDER THE PATRO N AGE OF THE UN I ON O F AMER I CAN H EBREW CONGREGAT I ONS 

CLIFTON AVENUE - CINCINNATI, OHIO 45220 CINCINNATI 

NEW YORK 

LOS ANGELES 

JERUSALEM November 13, 1973 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Fred Gottschalk has asked that I work with you in setting 
up the machinery for budget and expenditure approvals in con­
nection with Rabbi Friedman's contract . If Josh Dwork is 
handling this for you I will be pleased to work with him, but 
did not want to take the liberty of contacting him directly 
on this until checking with you . 

Incidentally, Rabbi Friedman has already hired Mrs . Andy 
Goldstein as his secretary, effective October 1, 1973 , at a 
salary of 1,250 Israeli pounds per month plus 17% in mandatory 
social benefits. If this meets with your approval, I would 
appreciate your formal concurrence. 

Warmest regards, 

NHK/ms 

Sincerely, 

~?-

Nathaniel H. Karol 
Vice President 
Management, Finance and 
Planning 

-



Dr. Nathaniel H. X..l 
BUC•JIR 
3101 Clifton Avenue 
C1nc1Dnat11 Ohio 

Dear Nat: 

November 20, 1973 

Many thanu for your letter of the 13th ia regard. 
to the aacbiaery for budget .&Qd upeDcliture ap• 
prolNlt coADac:.ted ~1th Rabbi Friedman•• contract. 
Joah »work "111 act aa •Y agent in thia coD.Mction 
and oy all 1111&oa pleaae clo contact hill directly. 
I aau ubarina thia letter with Joah so he vill be 
expecting to hear from you. 

As to the employment of hr•. Andy Goldatein to 
serve as Rabbi Frilklman'a secretary, thia baa ay 
approval and the detaila of emplo,-ut are uti.a• 
factory. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Joshua M. l>work 

• 
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l/ to have the la grante bo and 
to ht of hoae conversations w nt 
ff re a party, woul r nsiate jo nt 

iasurmountable obs ? ould tence on 
a be een a 1 act in o wi h t 

11ege1' 

I tr ed r a y by elep one ral t s the e la 
o no avail. Plea e spond thi le ter t once a 

a oy not ufficiently clear feel frn o call me. 

1th warane iea, 1 am 

incerely, 
CC: ieandrath 



•au•t 6, 1973 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Babbi Richard G. Hir•ch 

Rabbi Maurice M. liNnclrath; Joabua M. Dwork 

Iva• wry aorry that I didn't ... you in IsrNl. I left word for you 
to call • but tbe ••ease probably never aot to you. In any event, I 
fully wulerataad that the flrat days after your arrival were probably 
completely conaU111td with peraonal obU.ptiona ao that :,ou hardly bad 
time for a chat. the mat important thing I wanted to relate to you 
vaa about the Orthodox effort to reverse tbe I.av of la turn, concerning 
which I am sure you would have beard anyway within a clay or two after 
my deJM'~ture and ao indeed your correspondence ha• confirmed. I do hope 
that you are fairly well settled by now and that you and Bella and tbe 
children are happy and heal thy. 

We've had very heavy hearta what with Balfour's unexpected return and 
the traaedy which occasioned it. He and Barbara are bearing up about 
•• well aa they can under the circumstance•. It meant more than ~ords 
can express to Brick to have you and Bella at his aide duriDg the wait 
for a flipt at the airport. 

In your latter of July 26th you aaid that you related some •tters of 
a confidential nature to Balfour for ua. 1 am not going to preaa him 
on thee• for awhile but will uke a note and q•stion bill once ha re• 
turns to vorlt. 

In regard to Klenicld • hence a copy of thia 1118111G 1a going to Josh • 
a0111athing 111st be doae to insure his indebtednaH to the UAllC for the 
$10,000 loan fund vbicb waa granted to him. this 1a very important for 
tba future needs of the WUPJ since our Board will be loathe to srant 
bouaiD& loans to WUPJ employaea. Obvioualy, be can't coa up with the 
aua 1n full but tbe leaat va abould have ia a schedule of replar monthly 
pa,-nta to be •de. Poasibly we can arranae to have bia present employera 
make tbeae pa,-nts to ua. '1'hia should be explored and you and Josh 
r•lly ought to work out the details. 

Marginally noted and to put away in your thinking cap, my trip tp 
Europe and attendance at the various Nasiona ap1n baa convinced • 
that it ia absolutely ••Nntial for the Woc-ld Union to •ke a •Jor 
effort in rrance and soma thought ought to be given to bow va ahould 
proceed there and I refer not just to a coqreptional effort but 
esNntially to an effort on the lewl of Jnbh acad•la and college 
youth wboae etboa froa all I bear are akin to oura. It would be crillinal 
not to act here. You know bow stubborn I am and once I've set my ■iD4 
011 something I won't aiw in until it 1a achiavacl ao you might aa well 
llake life eaaier for yourNlf by c•ina up with some ways and •ans for 
proceediag bere. 



Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
August 6, 1973 
Page •2-

On another matter, Fred Gottschalk feels, on the advice of his Israeli 
counsel, that the contract with Safdie should not be signed by us 
collectively but hy the College unilaterally. Are these fears justified 
in your judgement? Your advice will be crucial in determining our own 
reaction to this request. Since the matter is pressing, at least from 
the College's point of view, I may call for your reaction even before 
you receive this memo. 

With fondest regards from house to house. 
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\~pA 
D te August 22, 1973 

From Rabbi · Ira s. Youdovin 

To 

Rabbis Balfour Brickner, David Mersky, Robert St:hreibman, Joseph Glaser, Lewis Bog_age 
Herbert Friedman, Alexander M. Schindler, Richard G. Hirsch, Mr. Theodore Broida 

Copy fo~ info:r;mation of -----------------------

Su~jed ____________________________________________ _ 

The .attached -is self-explanatory. 
for ·9:30 -A.M. Tuesday, September 4 
at 12:30. • Regrets only. 

Please consider yourselves invited 
in Room A. The meeting will break 
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IMIIEIMI (Q) ~ANID UIMI 
Dat August 17. 1973 

------~----.!..."---

From ______ ~R=a=b~b~i=----.oA=l~e~x~a~n~d=e~r----"-'M~.-----"S~c~h~i~n~d~l~e~r,,_ __ _ 

To Rabbi Ira Youdovin 

Copy fo7 information of ________________________________ _ 

Subject ____________ ,_; _,,_r-:,_"·_·"'_/_1 _________________ _ 

Herb Friedman has suggested a meeting with our Regional 
Directors during his few days in New York in early 
September. We can't bring in all the men at this time 
but I would like you to set up a session with the local 
men for Tuesday, September 4th. Make it a morning 
session and invite the following: 

Balfour Brickner, David Mersky, Bob Schreibman, 
Ted Broida. Buzz Bogage should be invited but 

tell him not mandatory, to come if it is convenient. 

Please also invite Joe Glaser to attend this meeting. 



August 17, 1973 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Ira Youdovin 

Herb £riedman has suggested~ mee ting with our Regional 

Directors during his few days in Ne~ York in early 
September. We can't bring in ell the men at thig time 
but I would like you to set up a session with the local 
men for Tuesday, Septe"llber 4th. Make it a morning 

session and invite the following: 

Balfour Brickner, David Mersky, Bob Schrei.~man, 
Ted Broido. Bu~z Bogage should be invited but 

tell him not m9ndatGry, to come if it is convenient. 

Please also invite Joe Glaser to attend this meeting. 
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From the desk of 
RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER 

I thought the enclosed might 
be of interest to you. 
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August 6, 1973 

Der Herb: 

I was out of the city for a few days and 
on my ret rn today was very distressed to 
learn of yoU?: illness and hospitalization. 
Ona feels so heJpless being so fr aw y. 
but I do want you to know that yo are in 
the hearts and thou t of ll of us here 
a c .. ;,e UA ml _ r y • l f dh 
shle 

~e ook a • l "" y 
proving :.i.1:.h each aat.iug day and 

you ,l.L soon be r t rn d to od l 
We want aud ne d u w 11, bu be smart 

nd uou' t. ru.,h b ck to h rrie u 
h·ctic schedu prewature y. our he~lt 
comec fir t! ! 

With warmest r ar<ls fro ~use t hou e, 
I am 

Rabbi Her art A. F .. :tedman 
HUC 
13 King David Street 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Sincer~ly, 

A~exanie M. Schindler 
Pres ident .. E!ec 
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PROPOSED PROG~~iS AND FACILITY REQUIREMENTS 

of the 

WORLD CENTER FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM. 

Presented to the Board of the 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

by the 

UAHC Jerusalem Center Building Committee 

May 20, 1973 



As individuals, Reform Jews have long been in the forefront of 

the Zionist Movement and the efforts of the Jewish people to establish 

the State of Israel. As a Movement, the Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations, the Ceritral Conference of 'Ainerican Rabbis and the World 

Union for Progressive Judaism have for more than thirty years been on 

record as advocating political and financial support for the estab­

lishment of a Jewish State. However, the creation of programs and the 

establishment of institutions in Israel by the Reform Movement have been 

of more recent vintage. Within the last ·two decades, our Movement has 

begun to dig its roots deep into Israeli soil.' Our, involvement has taken 

two forms: a) programs in Israel for Americans and other non-Israelis; 

and b) programs conducted by and for Israelis. , :,·, 

1. PROGRAMS UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW 

CONGREGATIONS. 

A. Youth Programs 

1. Summer programs for high school age youth: Bible Institute, 

Mitzvah Corps, Ulpan, Antiquities Institute, Archeological 

seminar, and confirmation class tours. 

2. Intensive programs of study and work: Eisendrat'1 Inter­

national Exchange at the Leo Baeck School and other 

institutions (1/2 year); Kibbut:t workshop (1 year); Academy, 

a year long program at a kibbutz' with college accreditation, 

to be initiated Rummer 1973 -- in cooperation with the 

Hebrew Union College. 

B. Adult Programs 

1. Study Mi'~·sion to Israel for adults. 

2. Religious School Educators Institutes 

3. Interfaith program, Seminar for Christian Academicians, 

to be initiated summer 1973 -- to be conducted jointly 

by Duke University, the Hebrew Union College, ·and the 

Commission on Interfaith Activities. 
.,': 

c. National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods 

Chapel - Library - Cultural Center at Ben Shemen -- a splendid 

-facility erectt!id and furni~hed by the,,NFTs in a youth village 

catering to Israeli youth ' from less privileged home environ-
ments. ,_. 
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II. PROGRAMS UNDER 'l'HE AUSPICES OF THE WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE 

JUDAISM. 

A. Congregations 

There are now congregations in the following cities: 
Beer Sheva, Haifa, Jerusalem, Nahariya, Natanya, Nazareth, 
Ramat Gan, Tel-Aviv. In addition, during the High Holy 
Day period, special services have been held in major cities. 
Total attendance at High Holy Days is between 4,000-5,000, 

Of the above congregations, only Har-El in Jerusalem is 
located in a facility owned by the World Union for Progressive 
Judaism. The land is valuable, the location excellent, but 
the building inadequate. The other synagogues meet in rented 
quarters, most of which are small and not conducive to a 
religious spirit. 

B. The Leo Baeck School 

A fine secondary institution in Haifa under the auspices 
of the World Union with an outstanding reputation and a 
magnificent new facility still incomplete and still requiring 
capital funds. The school is in the process of developing 
plans to become a comprehensive educational center. 

C. Israeli Youth Program 

The local youth groups of the congreg-ations are organized 
in a national youth council similar to the structure of NFTY 

and served by rabbis and local youth leaders. 

D. The Vaad Artzi 

The Vaad Artzi (the Israel Council of Progressive Synagogues) 
coordinates programs and publications for the Movement and 
shares in res~onsibility for distribution and supervision of 
funds expended in Israel by the world Union. 

E. Maram 

.Maram (the Council of Progrei;;&ive Rabbis) is the rabbinic 
organization of the nirefull-time and few part-time and 
retired rabbis who are associated with our Movement. The 
Maram gives intellectual and spiritual leadership to the 
development of the Movement. 
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III. PROGRAMS UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF 
AMERICAN RABBIS 

The Central Conference has developed a program of encouraging 
rabbis to take sabbaticals in Israel. The CCAR has held one 
national conference in Israel (March 1970) and will be convening 
another in March, 1974. The CCAR has undertaken responsibility 
for a series of ideological conferences with kibbutz leadership. 
The first seminar was held at Oranim and the Leo Baeck School 
summer 1971; the second ;ts to be held summer 1973. 

IV. PROGRAMS UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 

-- spelled out separately by the College and attached. (Appendix B) 
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Within the last two years, major developments have occured which 
have given promise of new impetus and more intensive involvement of Reform 
Judaism in Israel. 

1. Acquisition of Additional Land 

A delegation representing the HUC and the UAHC went to Israel in 
March, 1971 and in meetings with the Prime Minister and the 
Minister of Finance of the State of Israel received a commitment 
from the government to make available the 12 dunam (3 acres) of 
land adjacent to the initial 8 dunam (2 acres) of the HUC campus, 
thus making a total of 20 dunam (5 acres) in the heart of Jerusalem, 
adjacent to the King David Hotel and with a commanding view of the 
old city. 

In a separate understanding, the leadership of the Union and the 
College agreed that the College, in whose name the additional land 
had been received would make land available free of charge to the 
Union for its needs. 

2. Transfer of the World Union for Progressive Judaism Eeadquarters 

In July, 1971 the Governing Eady of the World Union meeting in 
London, England voted to move the international headquarters to 
Jerusalem commencing July, 1973. An office in New York at the 
House of Living Judaism will continue to be retained. 

3. Creation of a World Center for Progressive Judaism. 

The major institutions of Reform Judaism -- the College, the Union, 
the World Union and the Central Conference of American Rabbis 
have embarked upon a coordinated project to establish a World 
Center for Progressive Judaism. 

While recognizing the need for separate physical facilities because 
of function and character unique to the separate institutions, it 
was agreed to plan for shared use of facilities and for corranon 
programming wherever possible. The College and the Union agreed 
to engage an architect to develop a new master plan and to apply 
the principle of cooperation to the physical operation of the 
facilities. 

It was also agreed that one of the structures to be created would 
be visibly identified as a UAP.C building of the World Center. 
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4. A Master Plan for Israel 

The Union and the College are sharing in the responsibility 
for engaging a Director for development and planning who will 
be char?~d with responsibility for raising funds for the irnple­
ment~ti.c;m of a master plan for Progressive Judaism in Israel. 
(Appendix A) 

The program needs, physical facilities and endowment funds 
required for the entire master plan hav~ been developed elsewhere. 

The remainder of this report deals with the projected program 
and building needs of the Jerusalem Center only. 



Page six. 

PROJECTED PROGRAMS AT THE JERUSALEM CENTER 

A. Adult Education 

Every year thousands of Reform Jews travel to Israel, some as 

individuals, others in organized tours conducted by travel agents 

or national Jewish organizations, and some in tours organized 

by their own rabbis and synagogues. These tours are primarily 

sightseeing in character and do not have clearly defined educational 

objectives. Many adults seek more educationally enriching experiences 

in Israel. The Center will conduct a variety of packaged study-

tour programs for adults. These study programs will be integrated 

with visits to related sights and institutions and where relevant, 

lectures from academicians and government officials. Some suggested 

study topics: Bible, archeology, Hebrew literatur~, aspects of 

modern Israel. Special study missions will be organized for 

national leaders, congregational boards, Sisterhoods, Men's Clubs, 

members of congregational Israel committees, and other groupings 

within the Movement. Special sessions will be helcf to find and 

begin the training of such men and women for teaching within their 

own congregations at various age-levels. 

B. Educational Programs for Jewish Professionals 

In cooperation with the College, a multiplicity of in-service 

training programs of varying duration will be offered to religious 

school teachers, educators, communal workers, camp directors and 

counselors, interns and fellowship holders, temple administrators 

and other professionals who work with and for the Jewish community. 

Joint institutes will be held with Israeli and Arab teachers, 

educators, etc., as well as those from other countries. Special 

programs will be developed by and for the National Association 

of Temple Educators, such as workshops to create resource materials 

and learning programs for all levels and settings of congregational 

education, including home and camp. 

c. Youth 

The offices for the National Federation of Temple Youth activities 

in Israel are already in the Feinstein Building. The new facility 

will serve as the administrative headquarters of the youth programs 

conducted throughout the country. · It will also be the center to 

Which individual youth traveling on their own will come for in­

formation, counsel, and assistance. Various other programs will be 

conducted there for youth residing in Jerusalem and/or attending 

the Hebrew University. From time to time conferences and programs 

will be convened at the Center for the NFTY groups dispersed 

throughout the country. 
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D. Informal Education for IsraeJis 

In Israel there is a desperate need for a nonpoliticized 
ideological center where Israelis can engage in informal 
independent study of contemporary Jewish life with special 
emphasis on such subjects as Israel-Diaspora relations and the 
search for traditional values. Special courses of varying 
duration and intensity will be geared to meet the needs of news·· 
paper writers, journalists, radio-TV commentators, government 
civil servants, senior army officers, tour leaders, university 
faculty, labor leaders, kibbutz leaders, selected high school 
students, and Israeli "shlichim" and others about to serve abroad. 

E. Museum-Exhibit Hall and Audio-Visual Presentations 

There is a need for a large display area or areas where archeologi·· 
cal works, rare books and treasured ritual objects used in 
synagogue and home can be displayed. Both the Jewish past and 
the Jewish present will be portrayed in multi-media audio-Visual 
presentations (similar to those at Disney World or Expo 1967). 
These presentations will be changed from time to time and will 
be in at least two languages, Hebrew and English so that not only 
tourists, but Israelis as well will be drawn to the Center. 
Sample audio-visual presentations: the Story of Judaism from 
Abraham to the Present, the Development of the Hebrew Language 
from its Earliest Origins, Sights and Sound of Je\1ish Religious 
Life Around the World. 

F. Audio-Visual Center 

In Israel the use of audio-visual techniques in education is not 
nearly as advanced as it is in the United States. The Center 
will have facilities for creating, presenting, storing and dis­
tributing audio-visual materials including those produced by the 
Reform Movement abroad, such as recordings, projectibles, design 
and display materials of all types, and the required equipnent 
for their production and use. These materials will concentrate 
on Jewish education, values and content, and will be used by 
Israeli educational institutions and the general public as well 
as by Jewish communit:i.en (•Utside Israel. 

The Audio-Visual Center wL.1 also include space for meetings, 
workshops, research, and stu~y. 

G. Arts Center 

This will be adjacent and mutually accessible to the Audio-Visual 
Center, and will similarly provide for creating, presenting, 
storing, and distributing, and for meetings, workshops, research, 
and study, of materials, equi!=!Tlent, techniques, and programs, in 
arts, crafts, music, dance, and drama for educational purposes. 
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H. International (and Israeli) Conferences, Seminars, Institutes 

The Center will convene international conferences, often in cooperation 

with other organizations and institutions on issues of Jewish and 

general concern. These programs will explore critically such 
issues as: 

-The role of Israel and contemporary Jewish theology. 
-Judaism and the State in the State of Israel. 
-The relevance of Jewish law and tradition on: 

a. the waging of war and the pursuit of peace 
b. changing attitudes toward sex and family relations. 
c. the kibbutz and social experimentation in Israel. 
d. civil rights and civil liberties. 

I. Interreligious Study in Israel 

Study-·travel programs for Christian and Jewish leqd~rs, .from around 

the world will be organized and stimulated by the Cent.er in cooperation 

with the Government of Israel and other religious organizations. 
These programs conducted with the participation of all faith groups, 

will contribute to a mutual appreciation of the religious signifi-
cance and ideological stance of the respective faith groups. 
The programs will be geared for various groupings -- clergy, lay 
leaders, youth. 

For a number of years the Hebrew Union College has successfully 
conducted its Summer Institute on Near East Civilization for faculty 

of Christian theological schools. A program sponsored jointly by 
Duke University, the College and the Commission on Interfaith 
Activities will be held in the summer of 1973. 

J. Publications Program 

There is an essential need for publications in Israel reflecting 
the spirit of the Reform Movement -- an attempt to relate Jewish 
values to the contemporary life situation. Translations into Hebrew 

of major works reflecting the Progressive Jewish spirit will be 

published. There is also a need for publications from Israel which 

will present Jewish life in Israel and around the world from the 
perspective of Reform Judaism. It is contemplated that a newsletter 

·- will be published regularly, also that outstanding papers and 
proceedings of conferences, selected articles and occasional papers 

on subjects of concern to our Novexr.ent will be published and given 
world-wide distribution. 

j.,,. 

K. Cultural Center 

In Jerusalem, there is frequently ·little to do in the evening. It is 
contemplated that an evening coffee house will be established in the 
Center complex to serve the needs for intellectual and cultural 

stimulation. There will also be occasional lectures and discussions 
for the Israeli public. 
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CURRENT USE OF PHYSICAL F.i\CILI'.rIES 

Presently, the office of director of youth activities is housed 
in a two-room apartment in the Feinstein Building. By July 1, 1973, 

two other two-roan apartments will house the offices of the Director 

of the World Union and the Israel Commission, and the offices of the 

Director for Development and Planning. It is contemplated that at least 

for the next year, these offices will suffice. 

PROJECTI:."D PHYSICAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE UNION - WORLD UNION 

1. Synagogue-Auditorium 

2. 

There is need for a worship facility under the auspices of the ~Jorld 

Union for High Holy Day, Sabbath, Festival Services and special 
occasions. Eventually the sanctuary may house a congregation, 

although for the present it is contemplated that it will serve as a 
central synagogue, a model for Refonn Jewish worship around the world. 

The synagogue should accommodate 500 persons and be expandable to 
aoo. • 

The same facility should serve as an auditorium with multi-purpose 

facilities to accommodate lectures, artistic perfonnances and multi­

media presentations. Adequate storage space should be provided. 

Reception-Lobby Area 

The reception-lobby area will serve a multi-purpose function. It 

should be large enough to receive, welcome and brief large groups 

of tourists. Lounge facilities should be provided, including ample 
rest rooms and place for light refreshment. Off the main area 
there should be an office where tourists can receive information, 

guida~ce and assistance. There should be a permanent museum, 
display area. 

The reception-lobby area should also serve as a facility for serving 

up to 200 persons at a sit-down meal. The kitchen facilities should 

be modest, on the assumption that for larger groups the meals will 

be catered. 

3. Conference-Seminar Rooms 

There is need for approximately 5 conference-seminar rooms of 

varying sizes. One room should be permanently designated as a 
Board room and should be furbished accordingly. 
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4. Library-study Area 

In addition to the academic library of the College, there is need 

for a popular multi-lingual library for persons who will be on 

the various .study missions, for the general Israeli public, and 

for tourists. There should also be space for a complete display 

of publications of the Reform Movement around the world. 

5. Museum Area 

The museum should feature archeological collections as well as 

Jewish religious art through the ages, including contemporary 

Israeli art and Jewish art from around the world. 

6. Youth Lounge 

There should be a separate lounge for young people. Space should 

be provided for game facilities and light refreshments (self­

served). This area will also serve as the place for an evening 

coffee .house. 

7. Informal Outdoor Garden Court • 

There should be an outdoor p~rk-like area for relaxation and 

contemplation. 

8. Offices 

The projected program will require office space for the following: 

a. Director of the World Union and Israel Commission 

b. Director of UAHC Youth Activities 
c. Director of Programs 
d.. Director of Publications and Public Relations 

e. Special Consultant for Development ~nd Planning 

f. Director of Tours and Study Missions 
g. Business Manager 

In addition there shall be offices for: 

h. The Central Conference of American Rabbis 

i. A multi-purpose office to be available for use by visiting 

leadership of the Movement. 

Provisions should be made for 11 secretaries as well as for 

work space, filing and storage area. 

The above needs for physical space will be coordinated with the 

College needs and wherever feasible, joint facilities will be 

planned. 



APPENDIX A 

MOVEMENT FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM IN ISRAEL 

Herbert A. Friadman 

The values and ideals which motivate the people of Israel in the land 
of Israel to struggle so fiercely for freedom and independence are drawn 
from the deep source-springs of national memory. This memory recalls all 
events, from ancient Exodus to modern Holocaust; passes them through the . .. .. 
filter of analysis; and emerges with the renewed conviction that conditions 
of national sovereignty provide the best and probably the only ultimate 

.guarantee for survival with continued creativity. 
The factors of nationalism, national pride, national defense, selfless 

willingness on every man's part to give his years to national service, have 
all led to Israel's present l!lilitary skill and capacity whose constant 
ingenuity continues to amaze the world. The Jewish people in Israel today 

.5_~ . ~ -""~.t.;0~ -of fighters, skillful, sacrificial, imbued \'1ith the absolute 
knowledge that no one battle may be lost, for that one mghe be the last. 

Having thus come in a short quarter cent'UI'y from ·a condition of 
near-death follm·ring the Hitler blood-letting to its present vigorous 
life and strength through the natural development of strong feelings of 
nationalism, Israel might look at itself and ask whether, during this 
period of intensified r:rllitary spirit with its possibly chauvinistic 
tendencies, she has turned into some Spartan-like armed camp, throttling 
all other aspects of her development. 

Happily and obviously this has not happened, for the nation has 
steadily achieved increasing success in most other spheres of deepest concern; 
continuous immigration; broadening of educational oppo1:-·Gu.ni ties; growth of 
universities; slow but steady enelioration of social conditions; rising 
henlth standards; industrial expansion; rising exports; widening sea and 
air links around the Blobe. Israel is certninly no Oparta ~ but rather a 
na·t;ion ·which has learned to fight very well in orde't' . to stay alive, in order 
to oclrl.ove nll the great goals uhich make the fighting l'TOrthtrhile in the first 
instanceo Because of her o.bility in arm.a she nay ooncday be freed of the 
necessity of using then. In the meantime, she ia not waiting, but surges 
forunrd ·with continuous constructive gro1.·1th in all fie lds. 
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Within such a framework, which may ,~ell be the hallmark of Israel's 
condition for yet another quarter century, since the Arab neighbors seem 
to be paralysed in the frozen position of the 1967 Khartoum Declaration, 
it is quite fitting to look somewhat more deeply into the quality of life 
and society which is developing in Israel. For in the long run that will 
be the true criterion for judgement: what kind of independent Jewish state 
will we have created? There were always those who placed the quantitative 
before the qualitative, and they were correct, for it is logical first to 
worry about the essential fact of being, before worrying further about 
well-being. But by now the quantitative seems to be reasonably assured. 
As a result of the very high level of taxation, enough planes can be bought. 
As a result of massive injections of Jewish contributions and loans, 
enough houses can be built to absorb immigrants and create jobs. 

The qualitative is not in such a well-defined condition. Rabbi Richar 
Hirsch, the Executive Director of' the World Union for Progressive Judaism, 
phraoed the key question very aptly: 

"What will be the quality of Jewish life in Israel? 
-- Will Israel succ1.unb to the pressures of being 
'a nation like all other .nations,' or will it be 
propelled by the classic vision of serving as a\ 
'nation~ all other nations,' a·light to the 
peoples of the world?" 

Some people in Israel today are beginning to express fears, doubts 
and questions on . such basic subjects as ethics and moralso 0-chers are 
raising questions about the most essential fact of our existence: we are 
good Israelis, but what kind of Jews are we? In almost every circle of 
young parents the statement and question can be heard: I am not religious 
but still I want my children to knm·1 about their Judaic heritage; how can 
I do this? 

The public school sys tem teaches the Bible to the child throughout 
many years of his education and does it quite well. The observance of 
Je1.·1ish holidays :i.s natural , c1utomatic and pervades the entire atmosphere 
of the country. Lat there be no misunderstanding - ,a visitor from ?-lars 
would immediately knot-r that Israel ,-ms a Jeuish country. But good 
religious ed1.1.cntion is lacki ng, and the yearning for religious education 



(3) 

in a liberal form is particularly widespread. It can be felt throughout 
the kibbutzim as well as in the cities. Responding to this need by creati1 
the necessary institutions will provide a new vehicle in Israel for develop­
ing self identification as Jews, and ~dll assist in the search for the 
higher meaning of life itself. The young, modern, typically proud, strong: 
nationalistic, sometimes aggressively chauvinistic Israeli, is sure of 
himself in all the above characteristics - but is unsure of himself in 
his inner Jewish soul and feels that something is missing in the manner 
in which he is acting out the religious side of his personality. 

This type of religious insecurity obviously does not apply to that 
segment of the population for whom the orthodox approach is satisfactory. 
They live ,-Ti.thin the framework of Halacha, rejoicing in its decisiveness, 
deriving spiritual joy from the observance of mitzvot. And for those 
who do find this meaning, ~here is even the additional security that 
their point of view is protected by a series of political parties enjoying 
official government status. 

But the great majority of the population has rebelled against this 
as is well known. For long decades the rebellion was total -

· ::-.ili-~-c::-i::tic atheism was the defiant answer of those who refused to 
conform to rigid orthodoxy. For at least two generations this rejection 

\ 
of religion prevailed. Anti-religious sentiment was a feature of 
Israeli life which always confused visitors from the Diaspora. But the 
fact was that in Israel a person was either conpletely religious or 
vigorously. anti. There was nothing in-bet\'Jeen. 

Today there is a felt need for an alternative. This is a healthy 
sign, an indication that mere stubborn rejection of orthodoxy is sterile, 
and supplies no ans1·1ers~ If people begin to feel that it is not 
enough simply to ignore an unpalatable religious system, but that some 
other form must be created within trhich they can seek ans .... rers, then the 
rigidly atheistic position will ·gradually wither and be replaced by an 
open willingness to listen. The moment therefore has come to offer 
new answers, so that at · least the process of reconstruction can begin. 

The great poet-philosopher, :p:rofessor, Abraham Hesch el, himself an 
orthodox Jew, expressed this very clearly shortly before his death: 

11Tb.e discovery I made in Israel Has that preoccuppied as 
the people are with political and econonic problems, there 
is a groat searching and groping for a wny of returning 
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to God, and the official representatives are unable 
to deal with it. They are concerned with the problems 
of dietary laws in the kitchen rather than with the 
questions of the mind and the longings of the heart." 

In this spirit, and with no intention of entering into any 
confrontation with the official religious establishment, but rather with 
the intention of expanding the movement of Progressive Judaism, which 
already has some roots in Israel, into a fuller program, spreading its . 
messnge, and offering its alternative to wider circles of people, it has 
been decided by the combined bodies of the Reform Movement in the United 
States, and the World Union for Progressive Judaism, to enter into a 
progrom expanoion with a fund raising campaign designed to achieve it. 
The headquarters of the World Union, once located in London, and more 
recently in Nm:, York.:, will no~;, _be moved to Jerusalem. The Executive 
Director .of the World Un.ion, Rabbi Richard Hirsch, will move from 
Washington to Jerusalem, to direct and supervise the movement in Israel, 
as well as 't-TOrld wi:le .. 

I shall serve as Director of Planning and Development for the movement, 
with responsibility for concepts and plans, as well as raising the funds 
for their implementation. I have synthesised a very broad master plan, . as a result of many internal consultations, which will serve as the basis 
for developnent in stages. The plan has t,·10 major objectives, which 
will constantly interact and work in tandem: one is to build a liberal 
religious novem0nt 1-.nPJ~~~ Israel; and the second is to bring the liberal 
religious movonents of the U.S. (a:od tl:a rest of the Western world, insofar 
as posoiblo) into clooe, deep and perEanent relationship with-Israel. 
Tho plan is presented on t,-ro accompanying diagrams, one of which describes 
pro&rrans to be carried out; and the other which describes facilitico 
required. 

There are essentially four stages of development: 

I WORLD EDUCATION.AL CENTER IN JERU.SAI;r.;M 
II ... YOUTIT PROGRtiJI AND KIBBUTZ OR r10SHA V SHITUFI 
III - BEVElliU, L-OCAL SYNAGOGUE CENTERS AUD o:r:m IDEOLOGICAL CENTE 
IV - HIGH SCEOOIS Alm BOARDING SCHOOLS -
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I) The first and major project is the· development in Jerusalem, on 
the 12 dunam plot adjacent to the present buildings of the Hebrew Union 
College - Jewish Institute of Religion, of a complex of structures to 
house a series of activities. It is not possible at this moment, because 
the architectural design is still in the early planning stage, to speak 
of exactly which buildings will contain exactly which facilities. The 
total complex will comprise: 

a) A large expansion of the HUC-JIR, for . rabbinical and graduate 
students, with all the necessary classrooms, faculty rooms, 
seminar rooms, lounges and possible dormitories, office space, 
archeology work space, _archives and library. 

b) Office space for all the administrative needs of the World Union,. 
the American Union, the Israeli movement, the COAR. 

c) Some sort of tourist reception - · lobby area for audio-visual 
presentations. 

d) Museum and open display space. 
e) Synagogue-auditorium. 
f) Outdoor seating area - cafe. 

II) The second project encompasses: 

A - Youth program with various facilities: 
a) Rural campus for many uses, such as six month Ulpan; six week 

youth group leadership training; 3 year agricultural high school; 
nature study. 

b) Tent citi.es, throughout the entire country. 
c) Dormitory space in many kibbutzim. 

B - Moshav Shitufi or Kibbutz, according to regular Israeli standard, 
with combination of agriculture and industry. 

III) The third project encompasses: 

a) Synagogue-centers in maeylocations, of which three are ready to 
be launched, in Tel Aviv, Ramat Gan and Haifa; and several others 
hold good potential. 

b) One major ideological center for the intellectual input and output 
required, similar in concept to Bet Berl, and to the Center for 
Democratic Studies in Santa Barbara. 
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IV) The fourth project encompasses: 

a) High Schools such as the Leo Baeck Comprehensive School in Haifa. 
b) Boarding School, such as Carmel College in England. 

!:l.1hese projects will roll in waves, not necessarily in strict order, 
and tho above sequence is intended mainly for rough guid.e lines, except 
for the first, which is obviously the main priority. Nor is the above 
list closed and final, for undoubtedly additional ideas will occur. 
What is written here is simply the thinking to date. 

CAHPAIGN METHODOI.OGY 

1. !o a~~pu.ucement of money goals - for none can honestly be set. 
]

1or example, it is the intention to solicit endowment funds for 
maintenance parallel with soliciting capital funds for construction. 
We desire the whole program to be self sustaining in perpetuity. 
It is almost impossible to know, a priori, what the maintenance 
costs will be of a particular institution, only as we go along 
will we get a ·better idea. 

• 2 • .!!_o publici tz - for none is required in a campaign which has no 
public functions, speakers, dinners etc. 

\ 

3. No Lay Leader structures - for the for~tion of .cabinets or committeee 
might tend to draw manpower away from the central campaign. At 
most a very small number of lay leader solicitors may be mobilized, 
from time to time. 

L~. Individual solicitations - with clearance of every name by the UJA, 
both national and New York City, as well as by the local federation 
executive director. 

5. No tin..i_ng con.fliaj;s ... for care will be tak:en not even to ask for 
clearance of nanes during campaign peaks. 

6. Large gifts only - with no mass _campaigning of any sort. 
7. No a,E11ouncemen·l:; of gifts secured - unless a donor absolutely demands 

for some renson, and _then car·eful consultation will be held with 
UJA and _community to see how to handle an announcement. 



APPENDIX B 

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 
At 13 King David STreet in Jerusalem, overlooking the Old 

City and its walls, stands a complex of buildings comprising the 
Jerusalem School of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion. The vicinity also includes the French Consulate, the 
Pontifical Biblical Institute, the YMCA, and the King · navid Hotel. 

In 1963, ten years ago, the Hebrew Union College/Biblical and 
Archaeological School, as it was then known, opened its doors for 
the express purpose of establishing in Jerusalem an academic center 
which would solidify the historical> cultural and intellectual ties 
between Israel and American Jewry. The opening of the Jerusalem 
School brought to reality a dream long cherished by the late Nelson 
Glueck, President of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion (1947-1971). An eminent scholar and orientalist, Dr. Glueck 
recognized the need for an American-sponsored archaeological research 
center in Jerusal~m. Of equal importance, he felt then, Reform Juda­
ism had to have an academic center in Israel -- including a chapel 
for worship within the modes of its own liberal tradition. 

In the first days of June, 1967, at a time when Israel was in 
deadly peril, the Board of Governors of the College-Institute met 
in Cincinnati, Ohio. In a dramatic declaration of faith in Israel 
and her future, the Board voted unanimously to enlarge the Jerusalem 
School's physical facilities. Utilizing a gift from the late Mrs. 
Myer Feinstein of Philadelphia, the Board authorized the building of 
the new Residence Hall which was opened to scholars and students in 
October, 1970. 

For a considerable number of years, the Jerusalem School of 
Hebrew Union College has functioned as a post-graduate research 
center serving American universities, seminaries and museums. It 
has provided the resources for scholarly exchange in the fields of 
Bible, Biblical and post-Biblical Archaeology, and cognate fields. 
A series of significant archaeological explorations conducted at 
Tel Gezer ?re now in their tenth year. The Institute on Near 
Eastern Civilizations, with participants from the Consortium of 
the Hebrew Union College Biblical and Archaeological School of 
Jerusalem, Israel, was organized and is continuing its summer 
program. 

In 1970, the Faculty and Administration of the College-Institute, 
reviewed the curriculum of the Rabbinic Studies Program, and decided 
that it needed the added component of at least one year of study in 
Israel. The exposure to Israel, her life style and language would 
provide a learning experience of unique character for the future 
spiritual leaders of Reform Judaism. As a result, the School of 
Jewish Studies at the Jerusalem campus was opened to enable rabbinic 
students to spend th~ required First Year of their studies in Israel. 

Mrs. Golda Meir, the Prime Minister of Israel, in a letter to 
Dr. Alfred Gottschalk, called the Year-in-Israel Program of the 
College-Institute an "Imaginative innovation to forge more strongly 

. . 
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the links between Israel and American Jewry together with 
our own youth." She said, "The students of the College will 
learn the great secret of our being one people wherever we 
may be." 

The Jerusalem School in addition to its fine academic , . 
offerings in Archaeology and Jewish Studies,. has several 
other important dimensions. It functions as a center for 
rabbinic alumni and for third and fourth year rabbinic stu­
dents desiring to do advanced research and study in Israel. 
The Nelson Glueck School of Biblical Archaeology conducts a 
joint lecture series with the Albright Institute and holds 
special exhibitions at the Rockefeller Museum; students and 
scholars meet with Israelis for the creative exchange of 
ideas at the Jerusalem campus. Extensive public forums and 
Friday evening lecture series in English are offered during 
the tourist season . A Hebrew lecture series, held during the 
winter months~ is oriented towards Israelis who are interested 
in developing a vital contemporary religious and cultural 
philosophy of Judaism. 

As of October 1, 1972, we have a total of/~;) students, 
52 of them enrolled in the Rabbinic Program lea~g to Ordina­
tion. Among these are an American woman and two Israelis. 
There are also nine special students. Similar statistics are 
likely for the next several years with respect to the regis­
tration for the rabbinic program, but some 10 students working 
on their Masters Degrees in the field of Jewish Education and 
Judaic studies and between 5 and 10 in the field of Jewish 
Communal Service will probably be added. · There is also a 
possibility that advanced students of the School of Sacred 
Music as well as those in our graduate schools working on 
their Doctoral Degrees will opt to spend a year or more in 
Isr~el -- depending, of course , upon the character of their 
studies. Rounding out the figures and taking into considera­
tion that many of the wives of our students also study at . 
the School, we can anticipate within the next 3 years a student 
body of 125 and within the next 5 years a student body of ap­
proximately 150 graduate students. • 

The School presently has on its faculty in the depart­
ment of Judaic Studies a Director, an assistant to the Director 
for non-academic affairs, a full-time professor of Hebrew, 
and 8 part-time Hebrew instructors. In addition, when cir­
cumstances and personnel allow, the faculty has been augmented 
by a visiting professor, usually on sabbatical leave, from one 
of our American campuses. 
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It is contemplated that within the near future Dr. 
Spicehandler, who is presently the Director of Jewish Studies, 
will be made the Dean of the Jerusalem School and that he will 
require an assistant dean for academic affairs who will also 
teach and who will relieve him of some of his administrative 
responsibilities. Because of the great riches· of the Hebrew 
University in the field of Judaica, additional part-time 
professors on a contractual basis can be engaged as needed. 
The availability of the Hebrew University's academic programs 
in the field of Judaica will also make it possible in the 
light of present agreements to complement our teaching of­
ferings with courses in Judaica available at the University. 

The Nelson Glueck School of Biblical Archaeology enjoys 
the leadership of a director who is in charge of all archae­
ological research, excavations and instruction, personnel and 
students as well as the publication program of the School. 
An excavation such as that conducted at Gezer originally 
undertaken with the help of funds from the Smithsonian In­
stitution, has had, in addition, a regular summer staff which 
has numbered between 30 to ~O people, most of whom are educa­
tors and/or graduate students from Consortium Schools and 
other colleges and universities in the United States. In 
addition to the Archaeological Director, the local staff has 
consisted of the superintendent of buildings, one member of 
the maintenance staff, and occasional members of the publica­
tion staff. Volunteers have exceeded the number of 100 each 
summer. The volunteers are supplemented by field laborers 
who are recruited from the local Bedouins on a seasonal basis~ 

The Summer Institute on Near Eastern Civilizations is 
conducted by the executive Dean of the New York School and 
enjoys the support of the Jerusalem School's Administrative 
Staff. 

With the anticipated closing of the Gezer project, a 
new archaeological undertaking needs to be devised for the 
academic year 197~-75. At present, thought is being given 
to the development of new projects. It is recommended that 
the archaeological research programs be formalized and that· 
a diploma be awarded for one year's work or an M.A. degree 
for two years' work in the field of Biblical Archaeology. 
Staff needed .for such a program would include the Archaeologi­
cal Director, an administrative assistant, and two senior 
Archaeological fellows or adjunct professors. The latter 
several candidates are available at the Hebrew University 
or through the Albright Institute or comparable institutions 
in Israel. A student group of 10 to 15 maximum of pre­
Doctoral standing would be manageable with the above staff. 
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The post-doctoral or advanced doctoral candidates who 
would serve as senior fellows would serve as office staff. 
The above outline for such a program p~esupposes a) on­
going excavation works, b) a publications operation and 
c) some post-doctoral research. 

While at present the Jerusalem School is a bona fide 
academic center, we offer only graduate ·degree programs. 
It has become increasingly evident that an undergraduate 
department must also be established. Such a program offered 
under the auspices of the Reform Movement in Israel would 
enable increasing numbers of young people to receive an 
in-depth Judaic education and indoctrination. They would 
return home immeasurably enriched and more fully committed 
Reform Jews. Our future plans must also include training 
for our Directors of Union Camps, teachers in our Religious 
Schools, Youth Group leaders~ music and choir directors~ 
and communal workers with specially fashioned programs 
leading to increased professional competence and commitment. 

It is my hope that these essential programs will be 
added to the present Jerusalem School making it truly a 
pulsating center of higher Jewish learning; a vital con­
nective element between Israel and Reform Judaism. 
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Current Use of Building Facilities 

The present campus of the Hebrew Union College includes the main 
building, which is a multi-purpose structure, a gatehouse, used as 
offices for the archaeological staff, and the Residence Hall which 
includes a lounge, amphitheatre, and apartments. The lounge and 
amphitheatre are used by our students, and the apartments are rented 
to graduate scholars and rabbis. 

Gatehouse: 

For the last three years the gatehouse has been turned over to 
the archaeological department for its publication staff. Five persons 
use the space regularly and they are involved with the preparation for 
publication of Gezer materials, drafting, artography, artifact process­
ing. (22 square metres) 

Main Building: 

Basement: The basement contains 1) a lounge which is used as an 
entrance to the synagogue on Saturday mornings and as a classroom 
during the week. (69.58 square metres). 

2) A darkroom (below the synagogue) is used as a photography 
studio and laboratory by the archaeological department. (14 square 
metres) 

3) Technical workshop, used for pottery reformation and techni­
cal workspace, also containing a pottery study collection and storage 
area. (30 square metres) 

4) Additional archaeological storage area to the rear of the 
boiler room used. for the storage of working materials from the Gezer 
dig. (14 square metres) 

5) The basement containing: 

storage facilities 
boiler room 

First Floor: 

(35.10 square metres} 
(51.20 square metres) 

1) Synagogue - which seats 188 people. Services are held every 
Saturday morning, during the High Holy Days in the morning and evening, 
and on the mornings of Jewish festivals. The synagogue serves also as 
a large lecture hall, as a meeting hall for our student body, and for 
official functions of the school. This facility is not equipped for 
large lectures, conventions or organizational meetings and does not 
contain audio-visual facilities. 
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2) Executive offices on the first floor consist of one large 
office, (20.72 square metres) one intermediate, (1~ .16 square metres) 
and a small inter-office room (13.07 square metres). At present the 
large office is used by our executive secretary, Mrs. Esther Lee, and 
our registrar, Miss Hilda Friedman. The smaller office is used three 
days a week by our bookkeeper_ The inner room serves as an office 
for our custodian. 

3) Immediately behind the offices is a large lecture room 
(100.89 square metres) which can be partitioned into three parts by 
use of sliding walls. Our experience has shown that this large room 
affords a good sized reception area when used as a whole but cannot 
accomnodate more than one class because it is not sound-proof and 
probably cannot be made sound-proof. During the last two years, be­
cause of increased office equipment, par~ of that room was converted 
to an office machine room, containing our copying machines and sundry 
office supplies. The remainder of the area is being utilized as a 
classroom. On special occasions we some~imes remove the office 
machines to enable us to use the larger area. This need has become 
diminished now that we have the lounge in the Residence Hall. 

4-) In the rear of the first floor is a modern kitchen facility 
(20.90 square metres) adequate to prepare meals for approximately 15 
people. When the dormitory on the second floor was occupied it was 
used in the main to serve breakfast to the residents of the building. 
Now that the dormitory rooms are used as classrooms, the kitchen is 
used for special student affairs (approximately five to seven times 
a year), during the Summer Institute, when the classrooms are re­
converted to dormitory rooms, and for the making of coffee for our 
staff. 

Second Floor: 

1) Th~ Ol~n-Sang Library presently contains 9,000 volumes and 
is rapidly becoming filled. At our present acquisition rate it will 
be inadequate within two years. (173.72 square metres). It is 
staffed by Curtis Arnson, a part-time employee. 

2) Academic Offices: The second floor contains two apartments 
which have been converted into offices (each 4-8.18 square metres). 
The first apartment, consisting of two rooms, bathroom and kitchen 
facility, is now used in the following manner: The large room is 
the office of the Archaeological Director, his Research Assistant 
and his secretary. The smaller rear room is used as an office and 
study for our visiting Professor from Cincinnati. The kitchen fa­
cilit{es have been removed and reinstalled in the new apartment 
b~ilding. The small kitchen area is now used for storage of publica­
tion volumes. Separate shower and bath facilities are also available, 
though seldom used. In the second apartment, the smaller room is used 
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as the office of the Director of Jewish Studies. The larger room 
is used as the office of his assistant and his Hebrew secretary. 
Again, the kitchen facilities have been removed, as above. 

3) The rear part of the second story originally contained six 
dormitory rooms (each 15.07 square metres). These have been converted 
into classrooms which are satisfactory but not particularly comfort­
able. 

Residence Hall: 

On the first floor are three two-room apartments- (Flat No. 1, 
46.51 square metres; Flat No. 2, ~6.95 square metres; and Flat No. 3, 
46.39 square metres) and one three room apartment (66.90 square 
metres). The second floor houses the President's apartment (318.84 
square metres). It also contains a guest wing which unfortunately 
cannot be locked off from the main large apartment. The apartments 
on the first floor are all occupied, two of them are rented to rabbis 
or scholars and one is rented to a first year student and his wife. 
The fourth apartment is used as an office by the NFTY Director. The 
basement contains a lounge (9~.77 square metres), a small inadequate 
kitchen facility (18.2~ square metres), large bathroom areas with 
showers (together 33 squar? metres). The basement also contains the 
regulation air raid shelter (78.82 square metres) and the storage 
area (22.26 square metres). 
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Archaeolo~ical ProQ;ram - Present Facilities 

A. Space used soecifically by the Archaeology Program 

1. Director's Office (upstairs main building) 

- Used by Director, Research Assistant, and Secretary. 
Also used for miscellaneous publications work. 

2. The "Gatehouse" 

- Used by cartographer and architect as working area. Also 
houses files and archives of archaeological materials and 
reports. 

3. Photographic Laboratory. (below synagogue main building) 

- Used by photographer. 

4. Pottery Reconstruction Laboratory (basement lower rear of 
main building) 

- Used for layout and repair of pottery and for other 
technical operations. 

5. Study collection storage area (adjacent to Pottery Recon­
struction Lab in main building) 

- Used to house study pottery and for additional technical 
work space. 

6. Archaeological materials storage: 

a. Restricted working space in Boiler Room of main 
building below synagogue. 

b: Four room apartment in Shufat for main storage. 
c. Equipment storage in "dig housen at Gezer. 

B. Shared facilities (of significant regular use) 

1. Library 

2. Main large classroom (main building) 

3. Administrative offices 
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Projected Building Needs 

1. LibraTy 

With the rapidly increasing acquisition of books, our ·library facilities will be inadequate within a i:wo year period. The process of acquisition will be accelerated in order to ac­commodate the programs of the World Union and UAHC, the cost 
of which needs to be pro-rated. In the next decade it should reach 100,000 volumes. This would require an area of 20,000 
square feet (1,869.2 square metres) for shelving, cataloging, circulation and reading areas. It is proposed that the present library be converted into administrative space and that the 
library be included in the new building area. 

The library should contain two types of reading facilities: 

a. A general reading room 50-75 positions and 
b. carrel area for research students (15-20 carrels) 

Rooms or marked off areas should be provided for: 

a. Record and tape library facility. The language labora­
tory could serve as a listening area. 

b. Microfilm collection and 3 microfilm readers 
c. Periodical section 

The library would also require the following ad­
ministrative areas: 

a. Librarian's office 
b. Secretarial and cataloguing area 
c .. Reproduction area 

2. Executive Offices of the College-Institute 

a. President 
b. Dean of Jewish Studies 
c. Assistant to the Dean of Jewish Studies 
d. Administrative Assistants - non-academic affairs 
e. Executive Secretary's Office: 

i. Executive Secretary 
11. Bookkeeper 

f. Registrar 
g. Secretarial Offices: 

2 Hebrew Secretaries 
2 English Secretaries 
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h. Coordinator of Public Relations 
i. Receptionist area 
j. Coordinator of Hebrew Instruction 
k. Director of the Nelson Glueck School of Biblical 

Archaeology 

The library will include an American Jewish archival center. 

Synagogue-Auditorium 

A synagogue-auditorium and reception center is contemplated. 
This facility should be able to accommodate 500 people and be equipped 
as a multi-purpose facility with full audio-visual facilities. It 
will also require a parking area commensurate with code requirements. 

Classrooms 

We need 12 classrooms including a language laboratory. 

Presently we use the six converted dormitory rooms, the base­
ment of the synagogue, and the lecture hall. We propose that these 
areas not be used for classrooms and that the dormitory rooms be re­
converted to their original use, e.g.,for use by scholars in residence, 
graduate fellows. The synagogue lounge should never have been used 
as a classroom. The lecture hall is not particularly practical as a 
teaching.facility; 

Faculty Studies 

Without taking into account expansion plans of the World Union 
and UAHC, we would need the following facilities for the academic 
staff: 

1) A study for the Dean Jf Jewish Studies 
2) A study for the Archaeological Director 
3) A study for the Director of the Language Program 
4) Six additional studies for faculty members 

Lounges 

a. Faculty Lounge 
b. Employees' coffee room 



- 11 -

Projected Space Needs for Ongoing Archaeological Work 

In projecting new buildings, the following considerations for 
archaeological work pertain: 

1. Adequate workshop space should be provided. This could 
combine the functions of working storage (now in boiler 
room) and the Pottery Reconstruction and Study collection 
storage areas. A large well lighted space of up to 200 
square metres wouid be suitable. This would also provide 
room for research work in spreading and handling materials . . 

2. A separate Publications area of perhaps 100 square metres 
(slightly more than the present "gatehouse") would be quite 
adequate . . This could also serve for archives. 

3. Storage area of up to 200 square metres is needed for 
''dead" storage of materials. This . could be apart from 
the school (as presently -in Shufat) if necessary. 

4. Display facilities and working storage. 

5. Present darkroom facilities are quite adequate. Studies 
would be needed for additional "fellows" or instructors, 
etc. 

6. A seminar room for exclusive use of archaeological students 
should be planned, perhaps just adjacent to new library 
facilities. This could be called the "Archaeological 
Reading Room" or such and could house the current: periodi­
cals and serve as t:he main classroom for archaeological 
students. 

7. Shared space would remain as present with the addition 
that an auditorium could be well utilized for main lectures 
or special events. 

• 




