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THE NEW GOVERNMENT 
Prime :Ministet· - GOLDA :MEIR (Labour Party) Without portfolio 

I 3,a-~r.i new Governrn r r.t, the 15t h since D'"puty Premier Without portfolio 
'th;, fie.,{ el,tctions were he!d in Janu ry a nd E duca tion - YIGAL ALLON (Lab.) Without portfolio 
1949, L . l sr el's 1arg est and prcbab!y Def.ence - MOSHE DAYAN (Lab.) Development 
you.n5e:;t c::i. inet. I ts 24 - :Nl1nisters, t wo F or !f;tl. - ABBA EBAN (Lab.) Transport 
m ore th:rn. in th~ o.utgoing national unity F inance - PINHAS SAPIR (Lab. )' Commerce 
Gov rn mi!a t , include seve~ entireiy ne1\· Justice - YA'ACOV SHThISHON SHAFi:RA {Lab.) and Industry 
f a,ce3 a'. the Cs,binet t able, Housing ZE'EV SHAREF (Lab.): Posts 

It i~ t he fi r st coalition wi th an. Agricul t ur e 
agreed platform • of basic principles to Labour 
enjoy such an over whelming maj ority, 102 Police 

HAIM GVATI (Lab.)' ·Without portfoli 
YOSEF ALMOGI (Lab.)" Interior 
SHLOMO HILLEL (Lab,) Religions 

Kaesaet Members in the 120-member Without portfolio 
Hou.:; . Whell the t wo-member Poa.\ei Agu -

ISRAEL GALILI (Lab. ) Social Welfare 
dat YL,rael faction joins as well, as ex • Wi th0u t portfolio - SHIMON PERES (Lab.) Tourism 
pected, it will have 10-i M.K.s. In the 
01.1tgowg nationa l unity Government Ga• 
hal wa3 not a member of the coal' t ion 
a(ld accepte<l parliamentary r esponsibility 
ottly on defence, foreign pojicy and budget 
al'a:rs. 

• 'ii," Lar,our-Mapam Alignment has 
lt M:m: tees, 12 Labou-r and two llilapam, 
inclu<ling the four k ey Minist ries - Prime 
M inister, D f ence, F oreign Affair,;; and 
Finance. Gahal hag six Minister.3, but 
holds f o u r por tfolios, with Alaf 
Ezer w izman as Minister of Transport 
:(en Cahal';; He.rut quota) iii a last­
mI::rnte surprise move. Herut leader Me­
nah rn Begin preferred to remain Minis ter 
without Portfolio, af-te1· the L abocir P arty 
d id not accept his claim that the second 
larges t party was entitled to the F oreign 
Mfoist ry. 

• T h N ational Reli!;ious P arty has the 
aarne three Ministers ·it had in the 
outg oing Cabinet, while the Independent 
Liber als remain with Mr. Moshe Kol. H e 
only has the Tourism l\'1inistry, however, 
hav·ilg g iven up Development. 

T he new Cabinet also has the larg­
e9t ever number of l\fini.ster s withou t 
Portfolio - six. Messrs. Israel Galili and 
S i:J im n Peres of the Labour Party, Messrs. 
Isn 1el Barzilai and Victor Shem tov of 
Mn,pam (until Mapam decides to become 
a full coalition par tner and head the N.'"..in­
iatries of H ealth and Absorption) and 
Messrs. Begin and Aryeh Dulczin of Ga ­
hal. Mr. Galili, who i,s .slated to become 
l\'1iniste1' of Information, was discharged 
f rom hosp ital this week (following a road 
acciden• a mo::i th ago) . 

The average age of the new C::i.bin<J t 
- 1s 5, . Nine Ministers are in their 

6.0s, 11 in their 50s and three in thelr 
mid •JOs. Only four Ministers were born 
in this count1·y, Messrs. Yigal Allon, Moshe 
Dayan, Yosef Saphir and Ezer Weizman. 
Thr;)e others, Messrs. Israel Galili, Shi­
mon P eres an d Shlomo Hillel, came here 
-in th ii' early youth. 

Sixteen Cabinet members were born 
1n East E urope, one in South Afri ca -~ 
Mr. Abba E ban ; one in Germany - Dr . 
Yi) ef Burg. one in Iraq - Shlomo Hillel, 
and ne in Bulgaria - Victor Shemtov . 
. F ·iw~ llfini t ers arn not Members of tlle 

K nesset - M essrs, Barzilai, Bhemt ou, 
W efama-11-, Du1cz-in, and Hillel. -

(Seo comment, page 7) 
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' r',- etztnan s Caoinet post 
By MARK SEGAL 

J er-usalem P ost P oli tical R epor ter 

TE L AVTV. - Mr. Yosef Kremerman 
M.K. played the k ey role in getting A1u~ 
Ezer \Veizman in to the Governrnent, H e­
r ut circles confirmed. _ . 

T he sour'ces said that Mr. Kremer-mun 
had made the initial approaoh t o Aluf 
w e;zma n some weeks ago, dur in~ tu;, 
coalition negotia tions. But the t a lks were 
tem porarily stalemated, and Alu£ vVeizma!l 
3.nd his wife left for Los Angeles on au 
farae l Bonds speaking enga.gement . 

Last Thursday wcek :'ll'hen Gahal voted to 
join the coalition, Mr. Kremerman phoned 

uf Weizman in the U.S., and urged ;,im 
to return as soon as possible. On the fol ­
lowing Satul'day night, before the H erut 
Central Committee voted on its min1s ter ial 
choices, Mr . Kremerman approached Mr . 
Begin about Aluf Weizrnan's candidacy. 
Mr. Begin r eplied tha t there was nothing 
to discuss as long as Aluf Weizm::m w~,s 
in the a rmy. 
• Mr. Ifremerman and h is father-in-law, 
Mr. Y a'aCO'i Meridor, for many .year s Mr. 
Begin';, deputy, began canvassing Centr'l.l 
Committee members in support of :M:-, 
H:remer man·s candidacy as one of the 
t!u·ee Heru~ ministers. In the ensi.uog vot e, 
Messrs. Begin, Halm L andau and Kre­
merman were selected, . with the T:··ammol't 
portfoHo allocated to Mr. Land;,iu a nd ·Mr. 
Kremerman getting Development . 

I rnm cd!a teiy after 'the meeting brok e 

up, Mr . K remerman Informed a surprised 
Mr,: Begin that he personally was not 
interested in being a Minister, but wished 
t o convene another meeting, on Sunday 
night, to elect A1uf Weizman a& Minis­
t e.r of Transpo1,t. Mr. Begin told him that 
he would agree on four conditions : that 
Aluf Weizman resign from the a rmy ; 
that he su)}mit hi;, candidacy to the Cen­
tral Committee, in clear knowledge t hat 
it was a r isk and the members might 
no t endorse it; that there could be no 
prior commitmen t e.s to the Transport 
portfolio, and t hat this hinged on Mr. 
Landau's consent too; and, that Aluf 
Weizman, who ha d been reputed to be a 
H erut sympathizer, must firs t j • 'n H erut. 

UNA:Nomus CHOICE 
Aluf Weizman's plane arrived late Sa­

turday n ight, and Mr. Kremerman fill ed 
him in on Mr . Begin's conditions. In the 
early hours of Sunday morning, Aluf 
Weizman called on Chief of Staff R av­
Aluf Haim Bar-Lev, who he had previous­
ly advi:,ed of such a contingency, 
and he wa s clemabilized the same day. 
Def ence Minister Moshe Dayan also had 
g iven his consent to the resignation, and 
r eported.y passed a note to Mr. Begin 
during Sunday's Cabinet meeting, inform­
ing him that Mr. Weizman's transfer to 
the Reserves had been completed. 
After being chosen una nimously - with 
only Dr. Yohana,n Bader M.K. -abstain­
ing - Aluf Weizmrui was called · to the 

--- - ------- ------ ---- - -

Dayan FJban 

Alm.o~i Hillel 

Begin Landau 

Herut Central Oommlttee meeting at Beit 
Jabotinsky, where he wu accorded a 
standing ovat ion and waa embraced by 
Mr. Begin. The Herut leader did not for~ 
get to comment on the Irony that a: 
nephew of the late Chaim Weizmann was 
now joining the front ranks of the latest 
incarnation ot the Revlslonlst Party, 
which had fought Dr,. Weizmann for so 
Iongj 
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DEPUTY MINISTERS 

APPOINTED BY CABINET 
The new Cabinet yesterday held Its 

fi rs t official and weekly meeting. ·· Among 
it.a :flrat steps was to appr-ove the 
appointm ent of fi ve Deputy Ministers. The 
new ones will be Mr. Benzion Halfon, 
M.K. (Labour Party), • of the Moshav 
Movement, for the Agricultural Ministry, 
in place of Mr, Aharon Uzan; and Mr. 
Michael Chazanl, M.K. (National Religi­
ous Party) , for the :Ministry of Educa­
tion - who will serve together with the 
incumbent Deputy Minister , Mr. Aharon 
Yadlin. Mr. Chazani succeeds R abbi Kal­
man Kahana (Poalei Agudat Yisrael) . 
Mr. Yehuda Sh a'ari (Independent Liberal) 
will be appointed De,pu:ty Minister of 
Tourism. H e was previously Deputy Min ­
ister of Devclo;pment and Tourism, a 
joint Minister i:al portfollo then held by 
Mr. Moshe K ol, now Minister of Tourism 
alone. Dr. Zvi Din~t ein will be r eappointed 
Deputy Mi nister of th~ Finance Minis t ry. 

The Cabine t .,.,as also to approve the ap­
poink qen.t of a number of new MinI.st.ry 
Directors-Genera l. 

iYlONUAY, DECE.tffllEU Z2. 1969 THE JERUSALJ;l\l POS:I: WEEKLY _.,-

: , I ' ' I 

- ISRAEL BARZILAI (Mapam ) 
- VICTOR SHEMTOV (M:apam) 
- MEN AHEM BEGIN (Herut) 
- HAIM LANDAU (Herut ) 
- EZER WEIZMAN (Herut) 

- YOSEF SAPHIR .(Liberals) 
- ELIMELECH RThIALT (Liherals)" 
- ARYEH DULCZIN (Liberals) 
- HAIM MOSHE SHAPIRO (N.R.P.)' 
- ZERAH WARHAFI'IG (N.R.P.) 
- YOSEF BURG (N.R.P.) 
- MOSHE KOL CT.L.P.) 

,Sbavi1-a 

Galm Peres 

Rimalt Dulc:r.in 

Cabinet sworn 
after 90:10 vote 

By ASHER WALLFISH 
.Jerusalem P ost Knesset Reporter 

Mrs. Golda Meir 's National Unity Coali­
tion received a massive vote of con ­
fidence in J he Knesset Monday, v,he,re­
upon she and her miuis t 1·s took the de­
cla ra tion 0f allegiance, and the country 's 
15th Cabinet came into being. 

Ninety hands we-re raised in suppor t 
of Mvs . . Meir. Ten M.K.s vo ted against, 
r€:\I)r esenting t he two Communist faotions, 
the · Fr ee Cen t-re , Ha'olam Hazeh and 
Aguda,t Yisrael. There were four absten­
tions, from the State Lls t and P eale 
Aguda. 

Form ally, Mrs. Meir commandd a tota l 
of 102 votes at p resen t, 85 per cent of the 
House. 

T ransport lliinister Ezer W efa:man (Ga­
hal) who donned ci·vvies j ust S6 hoiws 
eru·l ie1·, did a smart abou-t -titrn after he 
was sworn in, making a titter r un arouna 
the clmmbe1·. It w a.a hard to know whe­
ther he di d so entirely in a fit of absent ­
mindedness, or w ith a trace of i mp~ hnells 
ll8 w ell. 

"A 25-man Cabinet would ha.ve been 
the straw that broke the camel's back ," 
a Knesset official in charge of seating told 
The Post. "It would have meant re'liuild-, 
ing the whole Cabinet table. Chairs are no 
problem- we have lots more in stock. 
As it is, t here's no point even in fixing 
name plates on the table op.posite the 
seats, because the space under tlrn reble­
top has only 18 drawers," 
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REVENUERS "rEIGH 
NEW KINDS 011~ 1'AXES 

516 buildings demolisheil or 
se1aled si11ce Six Day War 

J erusalem P ost E conomic Correspondent J erusalem Pos t Knesset R eporter cla ims that some 7,000 houses h ad been 
destroyed since June 1967. Lights are burning late in the Treasury as all possibili t ies are combed of 

bringing the State Budget into closer balance during the coming fiscal year. 
A perpetuation of the existing deficit threatens to generate demand inflation, 
that will widen the already forbidding t r ade gap still further. 

Defence Minister Moshe Dayan Tues­
day told the Knesset that since the Six 
Day War 516 buildings in the adminis­
ter ed areas had been demolished or sealed 
off, 

Of the 516 buildings that were 
demolished or sealed off, 265 were in the 
W est Bank, 227 in the Gaza Strip and 
24 in J erusalem. R eplying to a. supple~ 
men.tary question, Mr. Dayan r eiterated 
his view that the demolishing of houses 
was justified and served as deterrent 
against terrorism. 

Leading officials had themselves under­
estimat ed the a mount of money that must 
be pumped out of the economy, whether 
t hrough cuts in Government expenditure 
or bigger tax r evenue. '·rt is m uch more 
t ha n the IL700m. or IL800m. which have 
been m entioned," one of them hinted to 
'1.'he Jerusalem Post Thursday. 

-- which even so showed a deficit of 
IL600m., to be financ ed by drawings from 
the Bank of I srael. Actual expenditure 
has been greater, and so have those draw­
ings. 

The housing budget was IL328m., a nd 
will be m ore than double th at figure or 
around IL700m., according to the Immi­
grant Absorption Ministry. 

H is r eply to a parliamentary question 
by Mr. Yosef T amir (Gahal) r efuted re­
cent r eports by the B.B.C. estimating the 
number at the 1,000 mark a nd Arab 

PWD clears land 
near Kf ar Etzion 

In another r eply, Mr. Dayan sai d that 
since the Six Day War 71 men and 
women from the administ ered areas were 
deported. Most of them r eside in J ordan 
and receive regular allocations from the 
Jordanian Gove-rnment. Some of them are 
engaged in anti-Israel political and in~ 
fo rmation activities, he added. 

Chief cause is the defence budget fixed 
at IL2.5 billion in the 1969/ 70 estima tes 

Sapir -warns 
of itnbalance 

J erusalem Post P olitical R er.cncr 
TEL A VIV. ~ Finance Minis ter Pinhas 
Sapir on Friday called for dra.;;tic mea­
sures to bridge the country's growing 
trade imbaJlance "otherwise we are he8.ding 
for an economic earthquake in 19 :O." His 
warning at the first session on economic 
and wage policies of the Labour Party 
Economic Affairs Committee was in line 
with the belt-tightening prognosis spelled 
out at the recent Histadrnt convention. 

The meeting, chaired by Mr. Aki.va Gov­
rin, was also attended by Mapam leaders 
and Labour Party trade union leaders. 
This meeting found Mr. Sapir anrl other 
economic leaders opposed by trade union 
chiefs and Mapam on wage polid.es. This 
was the first of a series of discusskns. 

Mr. Sapir noted that the countl'y was 
deeply in debt and the deficit was in­
creasing, as a direct result of thil ever­
present heavy defence outlay. He warned 
against the like,1y nega tive effects of a 
high wage raise. 

' A similar theme was aired by th~ Gov­
ernor of the Bank of Israel, Mr. David 
Horowitz, who noted that defence e.x'Jen­
diture took foreign currency th,.\t w'ould 
o therwise go to development scllcrnes. He 
urged measures to r estrict private con­
sumption. 

Trade deficit up 
37o/o in November 
Israel's trade deficit grew by 37 per 

cent in November from the month be­
fore, a far greater rise than anticipated 
on the basis of normal seasonal changes, 
the Central Bureau of Statistics announ­
cecl. The tleficit totalletl $77m. in Novem­
ber, compared to $56m. the month before. 

During the period January-November 
of this year, the deficit totallecl $540m., 
as compared to $424m, cluring the same 
11eriocl in 1968. This 27 per cent rise grew 
out of a net increase in imports of 20 
per cent, while the net increase in ex­
ports was 13 per cent. 

The figures clo not include trade be­
tween Israel aml the ad1ninistered terro­
tories, the Bureau stated. 

Net imports in November (including 
ships and planes) totalletl $133m., an 
increase of $17m. over the month be­
fore, it was stated. 

Sapir resigns 
Labour post 

TEL AVIV, .- Finance Minister Pin-has 
Sapir Thursday resigned his ·post as 
Labour Party Secretary-Gener:11, a job he 
has held since August 1, 1968. Mr. · Sapir 
announced his resignation, effective Janu­
ary 1, at the · weekly m ee ting of the Party 
L eadership Bureau. 

A similar a nnouncement was made by 
the Associate Secretat·y-Genro:·a l, Mr. Shi­
m on P eres, who enters the Cabinet as well. 
Mr. Sapir's successor :-'\Ill be chosen in a 
fcr tnight by the Mapa l wing of the pa rty. 
A ccording to p arty sources, the likeliest 
candidate is Mr. Lyova Eliav. 

The Rafi wing of the party will meet 
early this week to elect Mr. P eres' suc­
cessor. 

Mr. Mordechai Surkis asked Mr. Sapir 
for a discussion on the m aiden Knesset 
.speech of Mr. Avraham Ofer, which he 
asserted deviated sha rply from Govern­
ment policy. It called for withdrawal and 
a "defeatist a.pproac)1". 

Mr. Sapir defended Mr. Ofer's rig ht to 
speak his mind. 
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The only serious econon,y that can be 
made on the expenditure side is in de­
fence. This fact alone makes it cli'!ar that 
drastic changes must be enacted to step 
up tax r evenue in the coming 15 months. 
Some revenue specialis ts in the T r~as,,1ry 
are opposed to the added value tax and 
to the payro'll t ax a dvocated hy Mr. Zand­
berg, preferring to rely on the sa'e/3 t ax 
- which would have to be ra is~ri on a 
wide range of goods. 

It is generally agreed th 1t there is 
little room to move in direc:-. taxation; 
although this is the one area where 
increas,>. d r a tes do not affect prices. Other 
possibilities canvassed are a deposit on 
imports, and a.n increase in the various 
licence f ~e,. 

An important point stressl;)d in the cnn­
sultations is the connection bet-.veen wao·es 
and taxes. The higher the wage incre~se 
to be won by 'the Hi.stadrut, the heavier 
the taxe~ that will have to be cJlapped 
on the wider community (for higher "lux­
ury taxes'! yield a negligible return). It 
is hoped that this consideration will in­
spire r estra int in wage bargaining._ 

Sapir picks 
Agmon as 

Treas.ury head 
J erusalem :Pos t Economic R eporter 

Fjnance Minister Pinhais Sap.ir has 
chosen Mr. Av,raham A .g 111 o n as 
his Di rector-General and was to re­
-commend his appointment at this 
week's C ab in et meeting. He will 

take over his new 
p.ost on Janua ry 1, 
according to the 
Treasury s p o k e s -
man. 

Mr. Sap-ir paid 
t ribute to Dr. Ya'­
acov Arnon, who 
terminates 15 years 
at the head of 1 the 
Treasury. "I found 
Di~. Arnon!.s 1·~ig­
nation an accom­
plished fac t when I 

Abraham Agmon returned to the Min-
istry," Mr. - Sapir struted Thursday, -"and 
can only express my regre t at losing his 
services.'1 Dr. Arnon st-ates he has no 
plans for the immediate futur~. 

Mr. Agmon was born 41 years ago near 
By:alistock, in Poland, He came to P ales­
tine in 1947 at the age of 19, in ti.me 
to fight in the War of Independence. 

SERVED IN EAST EUROPE 
Afterwards- he studied economics at the 

Hebrew University, and entered the Trea­
sury in 1954. Twice he broke off to serve 
in Israel's embassies in Eastern Europe­
the first time as Second Secretary in 
Moscow, the second time in 1961 as First 
Sec_retary in Warsaw. Eig1hteen months 
la ter he was transferred as Counseilor 
back to the Moscow Embassy. 

Since 1964 he has worked in the Trea­
sury's Budget Division, becoming Deputy 
Director under Mr. Moshe Zandberg, and 
Director when M:r. ·z andberg left less than 
two years .. ago. Mr. Zandberg is retuming 
t0 • the Treasury part-time as Economic 
.A.dviser to the Mini-ster, so will revive a n 
old partnership. Mr. Agmon is married 
and has two sons. 

Likeliest candidate to tak e over the 
Budget Division is :M:r. Arnon Gafny, Di­
rector of Ashdod port, informed circles 
say. Mr. Gafny (son of Mr. Simha Gafny, 
former Commissioner of Interna l Revenue ) 
was himself a former member of the Trea­
sury's Budget Division. 

J erusalem Post Repor ter 
The Public Works Department Tues­

day began clearing the Shifa lands n ear 
Kfar Etzion, though without touching the 
houses of the Arab farmers living there. 

The 200 persons cultivating the land 
have been served with eviction orders by 
the Military Government on the grounds 
of "overriding security r easons," A 1,200-
dunam tract, constituting the village of 
Beit Skaria, is affected by the order. 

There were only about 80 people resi­
ding in the village Tuesday. The rest, 
it was said, had left for the vH!age 
of Artas, near Bethlehem, for the winter. 
Despite the sunshine, Beit Skaria was 
chilly. The remaining villagers occupy 10 
of the village's 19 houses. • 

The niukhtar, Sheikh Ibrahim Atallah, 
had gone off to Jerusalem. According to 
his son, he "was looking for a good 
lawyer" to stay the eviction order. 

Relations between the village and the 
settlers at Kfar Etz1on, just across the 
road, have not been of the best. On the 
other hand, contacts with Rosh Zorim, 
the newer Jewish village to the north, 
have been quite friendly. 

As one young sett'1er from Kfar _Etzion 
put it, the Arab villagers were not wanted 
in the area. The people at Kfar ,Etzion 
a re mostly sons of the original settlers, 
driven off their lands in 19'18. Their 
bitter memories cannot fail to c11st a 
shadow over their r elations with the 
Arabs. On the other hand, the young­
sters who had come to live a t Rosh 
Zorim "·knew nothing about what had 
gone on in the past." 

A young man from Rosh Zorim s top­
ped his tractor on the road long enoug h 
to say that his group got along well wi-ti1 
the Arabs o.nd he "doesn't know what 
Kfar Etzion wants them out of there 
for," 

Cotton harvest 
nears 40,000 tons 

This year's cotton crop has reached 
39,500 tons. Last year's harvest was 
33,500. Income, however, is not expected 
to be higher tha n las t year's, because of 
damage fron-i early r a ins. 

Export sales in 1969 are expected to 
reach $12111. compared to $7m. las t yea r . 
Of the 63,000 tons of cottonseed, 15,000 
are earmarked for settlements, and the re­
mainder for oil production. 

Sulphur price drop 
saving Israel IL 5 m. 

EILAT. - The Timna Copper Mines and 
the Chemicals and Phosphates Company 
wm together save some IL5m. during the 
coming year due to the fall in the world 
prices of sulphur. 

Timna and Chemical and Phosphates use 
some 75,000 tons of sulphur annua lly a nd 
it is, in fact, Timna's largest exp'! ll se. 

Young squadron 
leader dies 

AFULA, - Kibbutz Merhavia 'r'hursday 
laid to rest one of its outs tanding sons, 
Rav-Seren Efraim Ashkenazi, an ai r force 
officer with a ·distinguished record, who 
died after a long illne·ss a t the age of 31. 
He enlisted in 1956, • served as a comba t 
pilot and later as a flight instructor. He 
was a technological wizard and ma de 
several important inventions that im­
proved the performance of fighter pl anes. 
In 1968 he was awarded the Israel De­
fence P rize for his work. 

He cited as an example the former 
Mayor of East Jerusa:lem, Ruhi el-Khatili; 
who serves as chairman of the com mittee 
for the "rescue of Jerusalem." Another 
deportee, Kamal Nasser, is in charge o! 
information with the Palestine L iberation 
Organization, while Ibrahim Bakher until 
recently held a key post with the Fatah 
leadership, when he fell out with Yasser 
Arafat. The former head of the J erusaleni 
Moslem Council, Sheikh Abdul Hamid e­
Sa' eh, was a Minister in the Jordanian 
Cabinet until three months a.go and J.s 
now active in anti-Israel propaga nda.-

Requests to let 15 of the deportees 
r eturn were received from va rious indi .. 
vidua:ls and institutions in the \Vest Bank.­
but only one woman was allowed to re .. 
turn so far on humanitarian grounds. 

DENIES 'MANOEUVRES' REPORT 
In other replies, Mr, Dayan denied a; 

r eport by "Al Ahra1n" claiming that the 
I srael Air Force had taken part in i'eceht . 
Nato manoeuvres and said that the 
Egyptian authorities had cla imed credit 
for the sabotage of two Israel ships in 
the port of Eilat. 

When Mr. Tamir asked fo-r the De• 
fence Minister's interpretation of a state• 
nient by the Jordanian Government that 
Jordan would in /tttui·e re/1tse to admit 
deported persons, Mr. Dayan said: "I am 
replying on behalf of the Government of, 
I si·ael, wnd not for the Jordanian Gov• 
ermnent . For your question yon ha ve to 
approach anothm· Pm·liament." 

Heavy terms for, 
captured F atah 

RAMALLAH. - A military court here 
imposed heavy prison sen te•nces on two 
t errorists Monday, t'he sole survivors oif 
a 13-man F a tah band wiped out in a 
clash in June 1968. 

The leader of the group, A ba.s H amad,_ 
28, got 45 years in j ail. J ihad Sabah, • 22; 
drew a 30-year sentence. • 

According to the charge sheet, the gang 
crossed the Jordan on June 21, 1968. They 
were headed for Nablus on the foll owing 
clay, when they encountered a.u Israeli 
pat rol in a banana grove near Nu'eima; 
in the J ericho district. In the ensuing 
bat tle, which lasted several hours, 11 of 
the gang die d, and H amad and Sabah 
were captured. 

During the battle, Seren Gad Manel la 
exposed himself to enemy fire to rescue 
a n I sraeli soldier wounded in the fight ing. 
About a month later, Seren Manella and 
Sgan-Aluf Arye Regev were killed in a 
similar encounter near the Damya bridge, 

A/M Bendel killed 
TEL A VIV. - Aluf-Mishne Gideon Be-n­
del, 45, was killed in a road acc-ident near 
Afula on Thursday. The car in which he 
was driving was crush~d by a heavy lorry, 
He is survived by a wife and two chiJd­
ren. 'l'he famiiy ~Ives in Zahala. 

It is alleged that the collision occurred 
when the lorry dri­
ver - a resident of 

}C:::C:?ti:'/?,?i Kiryat Binyamin ---, 
went through a stop 
signal. 

Aluf-Mishue Bendel 
was rushed to the 
Afula hospital where 
he died. His driver,­
who was seriously in~ 
jured, is still under­
going t reatment, 

Questioned by The Jerusalem Post last 
week, Dr. Arnon stated that he is re­
tiring as Director of the Economic Pla n­
ning Authority as well. "I am leaving 
the civil service," he said, "and taking a 
holiday.'' No decision has been m ade as 
t o who will succeed Dr. Amon at the 
ElP A, but informed circles do not expect 
it t'O be Mr. Agmon. 

Many officers gathered at the k ibbutz 
for t he fun eral which was conducted by 
Air Force Cha plain R av-Seren Yitzhak 
Ra•binowitz and his childhood comrade, 
Ra phael Tzour. Efraim Ashkenazi is sur­
vived -by his wife, a daughter a nd by his 
parents. His father is chairma n of the 
J ezreel District Council. 

Aluf-l'vlishne BendeI,­
who occ upied a 

senior post in Northern Command, was 
born in I srae l, served in the P a.I.mah a nd 
fought on the Latrun front during the 
,var of Independence. Occupyi ng senior 
Training Command posts, he was an in­
structor at army G.H.Q. college, arid 
served as battalion commander. 
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Rabbi Norman 1.8mm 
The Jewish Center 
131 West 86 Street 
New York, N.Y. 10024 

Dear Rabbi IAnun, 

February 22, 1971 

I n my letter of Fel.>ruary 19th I indic;ated that I would bring 
to Rabbi Schindler'& attention your letter of February 17th, 
when he returns to the office on February 22nd. 

Unfortunately Rabbi Schindler hes f ound it neceeaary to go 
on to another commitment without returning to the office at 
this time. I have therefore taken the liberty of turning 
your communication over to Rabbi Hi rs~h, who ia Chairman of 
our Israel Committee . However, eince Rabbi Hirsch is in 
lsra~l at the present time, it might be a while before he 
can respond to you+ letter. 

I am sorry I could not be more helpful at this time. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Mrs.) Rae Weiner, 
Secretary to l.abbi Schindler 

cc: Rabbi lichard G. Hirsch 

• 
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RABBI ALEXANDER SCHINDLER 

2/19/71 

From: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch (by phone) 

Reservations: not having been part of the process, 
not sure, but would imagine :!rn±xx:ixxµ&kaid'.~ the 
group that .is really supporting this is the Orthodox 
group. RR thinks they ate using dhis means to 
strengthen their hold on the Sabbath, some of which 
is unforgivable under any circumstances. 

The fact that a Jew:;prnka:kRXKX would have what amounts 
to one day off a month in which there would be for 
example transportation and other conveniences available, 
does not preclude the many .disadvantages which occur to 
him on the Sabbath because of the Orthodox control over 
such things as transportation. 

He thinks this is probably a pretext only to serve to 
strengthen the control of the Orthodox element over 
the Sabbath which occurs 52 times a year. 

Very grave reservations about signing it. 

He will bethere next week and can tell you about his 
feelings more fully on his return in 2 weeks. 

This (above) might not be the case in Lamm ' s intentions. 
He may be 'kosher' in his motivations because he is 
liberal, but he isn't doing it -- it is the Orthodox 
party. 

Call Rabbi Hirsch on Monday - he leaves on Tuesday. 

I 



Rabbi Norman Lamm 
The Jewish Center 
131 west 86 Street 
New York, N.Y. 10024 

Dear Rabbi Lamm, 

February 19; 1971 

This will acknowledge receipt of your Sp.cisl Dellver.y 
letter of February 17th to Ral) i Schin<ll~,:. 

In view oft le fact thatRabb1 Schindler :!.o out of: town 
today, your letter will be held fer his immediate 
attention when he returns to he {)ffice on ·uonday. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Mrs.) Rae Weiner, 
Secretary to Rabbi Schindler 

• 
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~abbi Alex Schindler 
Hou s e of Living Judaism 
C38 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear ~abb i Schindler: 

RABBI NORUA.N LA.MM 

THE .TEWISH CENTER 

131 WEST 80TH STREET 

1'.'EW YORK, N. Y. 10024 

SCHUYLER 4-3511 

February 17, 1971 

I am writin6 to you and to a few other select individuals from 
amon3 l eaders in the American Jewish cor,ununity and in industry 
and scholarship. It is my hope that you will contribute your 
prestige and influence to a proposal to solve a grievous problem 
in the State of Israe l. 

During my stay in Israel there took place the unfortunate Ashkelon 
car-race a ffair . This was only the latest of the many incidents 
that have plar;ued the State in the area of Sabbath obs ervance. 
It is hard to convey the sense of animosity, of contempt , and 
of social disruption caused by this and similar conflicts. 

Under the present six-day-a-week situation, non-observant Jews 
have only Saturdays availab le for travel, entertainment, artistic 
events, sports, etc . To be denied the ri3ht to pursue their 
interests on this one free day of the week is someth ing they 
understandably consider intolerable . Yet to permit the open 
and public desecration of the Sabbath is to invite the de-Judaiza­
tion of the Land of Israel. Furthermore , ob s ervant Jews find the 
situation even more onerous, be cause their reli6ious convictions 
prevent t hem fro□ participating in public ev ent s even in a limited 
neasure . 

It has occurred to a nunber of people that the only equitable 
solution is the five - day week . Eventually this system will have 
to come to Israel . Dut economists maintain that this cannot be 
instituted in the foreseeable future. 

• 



habbi Alex Schindler -2- February 17, 1971 

It therefore occurred to me that a way out of this problem is 
the restoration of Rosh Hodesh (th2 fi rst day of each Hebrew 
nonth ) as an off icial day of r est in Israel . This will add from 
seven to nine days (inst-2ad of appro:dmatc ly fifty as in the five­
day week) to the c;_,_rrent nt.lli1ber of off icial d-,qs-of f . Dur inc this 
time there can be schedul ed r:1any of the 11 events 11 now schedul ed 
f or Saturdays, f or want of any othe r time . Re ligious and s ecular 
Jews will both benefit, t he e scalation of tempers and tensions 
will be avoided , and an ancient J ewish tradition r eestablished -­
at not too ~reat a cost to the econony . In addition, the se extra 
day s of r est will make aliyah nore palatable to Western Jews who, 
accustomed to the five -day week, find that the Israeli system is 
unduly harsh . 

The enclosed copy of an article on the subject will explain the 
plan in some more detail althou~h , necessarily, some important 
particulars could not be included in it. 

The :::i.osh Hode sh Plan was officially introduced to the Knesset last 
month by llr. Zevulun Har,uner, 11 . K., -after he consulted with a 
number of leading economists in the country. It .was then assigned 
f or study to the Labor Committee of the Knesset. Earlier, I had 
discussed the idea with a nur.1ber of orominent H . K . ts of the Labor . 
parties who seemed quite sympathetic. 

However , the 1iinister of Labor has opposed t he proposal becausa 
of his reluctance to add t he s e s even-to-nine days off to t he labor 
calendar . 1'.ienbers of his party will probably feel bound to follow 
his decision re0ardless of t he ir personal convictions on the 
matter. So far, appeals to him to chan2e his mind have failed. 

The sponsors of the bill have t heref ore asked that proninent 
individuals in the U. S . A., who arc concern2<l by the perennial 
relisious confl icts in Israel, bring their inf luence to bear on 
the Princi i.:inis t ·2r and oth2 r l eadinc: off icials, asking then t o 
iI t <:!J'.'' -~r.12 1,ersonally . 

I an tl1,):....·~Ior2 tu-:cninc to yOi. .. , in your pe ::-sonal capaci ty , as l~i r.:; you 
to associate j ours e l f with thosa of us ~ilio are anxious to prevent 
these internecine struG~ l e s from j eopardizing the relationship 
of American Jews to Israel and to Judai;rn as well. We must convince 
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habbi Alex Schindler - 3- February 17, 1971 

the Government that the ultinate cost to Israel of one Ashkelon affair, or other such hate - ridden controversy, is far no~e than 
nine work-days in a country whe re th2 population works six days 
out of s even . 

:::;-2caus ~ th~ l:n2ss ,;; t Labo-:.:- Conni tt t32 is p-r2parin3 to debate the bill in the ve ry near future, it is ur3ent that you respond at once , permitting ne to include your name araon~st other Jewish 
leaders -- frora all croups, orzanizations, and persuasions - ­in the telecram to l!rs . Golda 1:ie ir. You will find enclos ~d a cop~r of th8 t 2:;,t . 

Please oc l:ind 1.~nou.:;h to sig½' thB enclosed blanl( and r e tu,_-n 
it to ri1e i r:rrnediate ly . 

'With all my thanks in advance , 

1-11/hh 
Znclosures 

Cordially yours, 

• 
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:1•'irs. Golda Meir 
Prime Minister 
Jerusalem, ISRAEL 

.... ,,., 

1 1 THE UNDERSIGHED URGENTLY IMPLORE YOU TO USE YOUR INFLUENCE I 

I ' 

\ IN SECURING PASSAGE OF LA30R BILL .A:•LENDH~NT ON ROSH HODESH I 

' 
I 

I I 
I 

I, 
i 

I 

' ' 

INTRODUCED BY M.K. ZEVULU:'l HAMMER NOW Ii-I LABOR CONHITTEE. WE 
FEEL THAT RESULTING SOCIAL HAPJ'!ONY AI:m r..ESPITE FROH RELIGIOUS 
CONFLICT WELL WORTH THE: ~INE DAYS REST PER YEAR. THE ROSH 
HODESH PROPOSAL IS A CREATIVE SOLUTION, WILL CONTRI:JUTE TO 

GREATER UNDERSTANDING AND LESS FRICTION AHONG JEWS OF DIFFEREHT 
RELIGIOUS PERSUASION, A!::D HAKE ALIYAH EASIER FOR AMERICAN JEWS 
ACCUSTONED TO FIVE DAY i;-mEK. YOUR Il'TERVENTION WILL BE DEEPLY 
APPRECIATED BY ALL SEG11ENTS OF AMERICA.~ JEWRY TO WHOM ISRAEL 
IS DEAR. 

• 
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r ; ,1:r B r elig ious conflicts which 
·"- i;ce rn to affli ct Israel with ap• 
,1.1.11111;; reg ulari ty and constitute a 
\. hrcnt to i;he socia l f abric . of the 
,o,t;1Lo a r e ali the more ins id uous • be­
c1t11se cu.ch •issue is somehow "solv­
•• cl '' an.:! then promptly forgotten . 
' •'.11~ nature of the crises is such, 
:10wcver, tha t they tend to . be cum­
il, ,\i •c in t he residue of ·communal 

1111,l'onl a nd mutual mistrust they 

:· ) The Kness~t las,_ week bega~ considering 
a mo'·i_on ior the first day of each lunar· 

'.· rnonth to be a day of rest in Israel...,_ This 
would give religious Jews a day o:f-rtst 
wit1 o- ._ restrictions. The initiator of the 
plan , Dr. NOFMAJ.'1 Lf ... M1J, here 
discusses the Rosh }-Jo .des h idea. 

l,·rLve. 
J.L ls , indeed, a g a lling • irony 

tl,: , t it :;hould be the Sabbath above 
n II else Lh u.t is tile source o·f so 
n1u ,.;h fr icti on a nd animosity -
,t 11 e day of res t , "of love and good• 

&; 

·,viii ... of peace and tranquility and • 
1111i e .t· :~nd confidence" (from 1the thus, be no offence given to r ·!li· 
;-,h :thha t afternoon (Minha prayer) . gious sensibilities, and there will be 
l•'o r •a rcli g lou ,; Jew to see· a Jew- no denial of the rights of the non­
ls,1 sl:ite ~ his Jewish state no observant majority. Fur.thermore, the 
lr-r-:s tlw n a ny one else's, regardless religious minority will be •able to 
nf his 111 ino r ity -status .....:. experience . participate ( as it cannot at present) 
t he pubii.c dcllccra tion of Judaism's in many such cultural or athletic• 
inos t cna rac tcristic religious insti- events • 

. lution is un thinka ble and unforgive- The Rosh Hodesh Plan ha s 
a iile. F or J uda ism is not, and nev er several important points in its fa. 
can be. sold y a matter of the indi- vour. First, it involves approximate-

• vidual's consci ence , a nd conduct. ly seven to nine additional days off 
Unlike 'Chris tianity, which addressed from the work schedule of the 
it.self to the individua l and the year __: a seemingly satisfactory · 
world, ;J udaism never surrendered its compromise between the public's ·: 

: ,m1phasis on the concentric circle demand for days for its own amuse- .: 
: in be tween .the two: the Jewish ment or entertainment without em­
•' ;1cople •as a whole. Were it other- broiling it in religious polemics, 
1 wi se, there would surely be no . and the needs of the national eco-

Sl.ate of I srael .today. At the same nomy. (The first day of Tishri is 
, lime, the si t uation • for the non-ob- . obser-:ed as Rosh Hashana anyway, 
:;crva nt J ew in Israel . borders on and about twice every three years 
the ins ufferable. He has but one Rosh Hodesh falls on the Sabbath • 

,.,,.:;;;i 

I tin y in the wecl, lo hirnselt', away which, 11gai:i, is not a working banq uet o:i Rosh Hodcsh (20: 5,6). 
from the routine of ·his work. To day.) From • the same pa ssage we learn 
J11wc ,;omconc else - ,and a m·ino- There is one side-problem here: that "the ~ew Moon was similarly 
r.ity at that! - tell him how :ne When Rosh Hodesh falls on a Mon- celebratep by ali families, not only 
n 11 rnt spend tha t one day, and what day or a Thursday, the adjacent the royal one . The same cha pter 
Jw may or may not do, is intoler- Sunday or Friday may prove unpro- . , refers to a yom ha-muaseh ( "day of 
a l,le. ductive, as does any working day · wo:-k"), which the commenlaries 

Here, indeed, is the crux of the sandwiched between two h_olidays. (Targum, Rashi) explain as refc,- • 
,1roi.>!Pm - the conflict between The difficulty can be met, however, r ing to a weekday as opposed to 
two irreconcileable claims on the oy a simple method. Rosh Hodesh, which, thus. is con­
one av a ilable d ::ty for the Ist'aeli Often, Rosh Hodesh consists of · s:dered a non-work day (ibid . 18, 19) 
,.;ili ,:er.. T he dcm a od for public res- two days ·( the historical reasons do Throug hout Scripture, Ro:,h Hodes h . 
JH' Ct for •the Sabbath coiHdes head- not concern us here). At such• times, is inciudeci with Sha.bbat and FeE• 
on wit.h the de ma nd for the indi-• the Sunday or the FriC:ay of the- · tivals (as in 11 Kings 4:22,23;° Isa­
vidu:1l'fl fr eedom (a nd the facilities two days can be marked, or the iah 1 :13, 14; Hosea 2: 13, etc . ). Ev.en 
.to rn ,,ke use o~ it) to do what Tuesday or Wednesday. For. the ten · today , in very pious famili es, wo- ' 
one w:,nts, especially when no -al- years 5732-'5711 (1972-1981), the ma- • m en refrain from major manual la-

·ternative is possible. ximum number of days · off under bour on Rosh Hodesh .' 
. r-f!i.-e pla n 1.; 1:11 (1.c., w,ien rtosh I-Io- In the :vtiddle Ages, according to · 

6-(Ja,:f vvcek inevitable \ pesh falls on Friday-Saturday ur Sa - a number of authorities "hard work" : 
A satisfoctory way out of th is 

I 
turd a y-Sunday, the I•:nday or . the w as forbidden to m1;n as well as 

d1\c-mma would, of cou,rse, be the ,,Sunday will be consiaered an offi. women. ' 
fivl' -i a y week as it is known and ' cial holiday) . The minimum (if the The Halacha does not proscribe : 
practised -throughout the Western . abo~e days will be ~onsidered · as mela cha (work) as it does on Shab­
world. Such idea:, ha ve been pro- , fallmg on Saturday ano thus no "of- bat 

1
and Festivals. Nevertheless, Rosh 

posr-d before only to be r ejected be• i ficial" R_osh Hodesh ~hat inonth) Hocte.;h was considered a day in 
. c;w;,;c oi r-1 con omic rc·asOllll or he• 1 comes to 71. Durrng tncsc ten ca- wi1 ich the labourer was fr ee from 

c·:J uHe of Ll\c shortag e of m a npower. : lcndar yearn, Monday will be q.eclar- • his d aily rounds . One might, per­
Al. prx.! .::ent , I n.111 told, such con'., i• : cd a. day-off only six tlmci;, and ha ps, d istinguish between wor/.; in a 
dcrnlion s a rc ev i,n more formidable '. Thurnd,1y only four times - a day l echnical hul a chic s ense ( this inciud­

:-·- 1tlthr,11 g-h n. promin t•nt Industrial - ·per year! ing such activities as smoking, writ- . 
J.~I. hu i; coufl c!Pd in 1,111 th:tt Frld;1y ! A ~econd advantage of lhc Rosh in g-, Lravclling-) and lalJ,jwr in the 
1n ,a '·'w,,sl<•d dny" nnywa y and th,i : Hodc:;h plan is the ~racing- of th<' s r. nse of <•ng-ag rng in one's norm a l'. 
flv<'.• tlay w1~l'k is <!Vc·11lu:illy lncvil· ' day;; off. It follow.~ u. natural chyth1,i purs ll it. c,f a liv!!lihoorl. On Rn Hh 
111,11•. 11 11 1. wli a l. 1mtil 1.11,•11,'! Hnw of u <lay 1'._v,•ry month. I n Lhi,; ·:n,y I lode!;n :the n, work ls p('rnlittcd and 
1\\ : .. 1y ·•, 11un· ~ :; h\t l'. ii l n H.ae cs mus t it l~- ,;ur"~ri or. Lu lnc a lte rnate sug- labou • a;scouraged (although not 
ll lHI l'.an. the co untry 8u(fcr? ges c1on that nas been made o r • fori,:dC:eni. 

if com ple te solutions arc not at leasing w.orkers on festivals such "ti:·c',v .,, t· 
• ...... " , ,._ ; ,, ~•• 0 ~•~0 1:,.. -o n. as Hanukkn. anrl P11rim. " • " 1,,e 11 no has -\;QTIH! for ll !i , • 
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,•lsc lhal is ~he source o'f so 
:h fric ti on a nd "'nimosity -
day of rest , "of love and good-
... of pea ce and tra nquility and • 
•t· a nd ..-:onfidc nce" (from ,t,he thus, be no offence given to r•!li­.hha~ afternoo n (Minha prayer). gious sensibilities, and there will be ,a rcllg lous Jew to see· a Jew- no denial of the rights of the non-5Latc - - his Jewish state no observant majority. Fur.thermore, the 

t h ::i n any one else's, regardless religious ~minority will be •able to 1is m inori ty- statu s ......: experience . participat~ ( as it cannot at present) rrn !.>ll c desccra tlon of Jud.aism's in many such cultural or athletic 
,L cnaracleris tic religious insti- events. 
on is unthinlrnbk and unforgive- The Rosh Hodesh Plan has 
! , For Judai sm is not, and never several important points in its !a-b,!, soh:ly a matter of the indi- vour, First, it involv£:s approximate-1al's consch!nce . and conduct. ly seven to nine additional days off Ike 'Ch r is tianity, which addressed from the work schedule of the f lo the indi victual and the year ~ a seemingly satisfactory ltl , J udaism never surrendered its compromise between the public's lhasi!; on the concentric circle demand for days for its own amuse- ,: uetwce n , the two: the Jewish ment or enter.tainment without em­ilc -::is a whole. Were it other- broiling it in religious polemics, there would surely be no . and the needs of the national eco­.c of !8rael tod ay . At the same nomy, (The first day of Tishri ls ~. Lh e :;i t ua tion • for the non-ob- , obscr~ed as R_osh Hashana anyway, ant J 1!W in Israel borders on and about twice every three years ln :;urft.!rablc. He has but one Rosh Hodesh falls on the Sabbath • 

111 the w ~d~ lo hi rn sc!il', awa y w:. ich, p.gai:l, is not a working banquet o::i Rosh Hodesh . ( 20: 5,6). , t h t.! ru uline of h is work. To day.) From the same passage we learn _ /'i0mcone el se - and a mlno­
at t ha t! - tell him how he 

t ~rw nd th ::i. t ont.! day, and what 
11:ty ur may nut do, is lntoler-

There is one side-problem here: that "the New Moon was similarly When Rosh Hodesh falls on a Mon- celebrate!) by all families , not only day or a Thursday, the adjacent the royal one. The same chapter Sunday or Friday may prove unpro-. , refers to a yom ha-mua seh ( "day of ductive, as does any working day · work" l. which the commenlarie's ,· re , indeed, is the crux of the sandwiched between two holidays. ( Targum, Rashi) explai n as refer- · ,km - Lhe conflict between The difficulty can be met, however, ring to a weekday as opposed to ineconcilcable claims on the by a simple method. Rosh Hodesh, which, thus, is con­avai la ble day for the Israel! Often, Rosh Hodesh consists of side red a non-work day ( ibid. 18, 19) :,· r .. 'I'nc drm a od for public res- two days ·( the h istorical reasons do Throughout Scnpture, Ro,h Hodesh fo r ,the Sabba th collides head- not concern us here). At such times, is included with Shabbat and FeE­willl the de ma nd for the indi-· the Sunday or the Friday of the - tivals (as in 11 Kings 4:22,23; Isa­.al's freedom (and he facilities two days can be marked, or the iah 1:13, 14; Hosea 2:13, etc.) . Even make use of it) to do what Tuesday or Wednesday. For. the ten · t oday, i::i very pious families, wo-wr,nts , esr,ccia ly when no -al- years 5732-5741 ( 1972-1981), the ma- • men refrain from major manual la - , nti vc is possible. ximum number of days · off under bo ur on Rosh Hodesh: .. , l . . c , , . r fne plar. 1~ ,11 (1.e ., w:·,en rtosh Ho- • I:l the :Vliddle Ages, according to ,- Cl:l..Y \ Vee., ~n.evr.,ao~e \ desh falls on Friday-Sa turday or Sa - a number of authorities "hard work" : sat isfactory way out of this 
1 
'turday-Sunday, the Friday or. the was forbldden to m;;;n as well as nma wonld, of cou,rse, be the 1,Sunday will be considered an offi . women. , -Jay week as it is known and ' cial holiday). The minimum (if the The Halacha does not proscribe : :l1sl'ci •throughout the Western , above days will be considered· as melacha (work) as it does on Shab­,d , Such ideas ha ve been pro- • falling on Saturday and thus no "of- bat and Festiv-als. Nevertheless, Rosh •d 1,dorn only to be rejected be- , ficial" Rosh Hodesh that month) Hodesh was considered a day in ,l! of economi c reasons or be- ; comes to 71. During these ten ca- whi ch the labourer was free from ll' or l l\e sho rtage of m a npower. • lendar years, Monday will be <;leclar- • hi.-; daily rounds . One might, per­]11\'.-;cn l, I am told, such con '.; i- ' r.d a day-off only six times, and haps, d istinguish between work in a Lions ;1re cv1,n morl! forrnlclalJle : Thursday only four tir,,es - a d_ay technical halachic sense ( this ineiud­tlthr,ugh a proml n,: nt lnd11 s trial- ·per year! ing such activities as smoking, writ­·1;1!1 c,)ll fic!P .! 111 till' tli nt Frld:iy ! A !:!CCond advantage of Lhe Rosh ing-, Lrav r,lling) and la1,oll'r in the •'wr,!:l l' <i day" 11 11yway and Lh,1 l liodc:;lt plan is the spacing of ~h,· sense of <'ng-agmg in one's normal ' -,!av w1 ·1• lc Is t!v,·:-,tLJally lnevll- ' day!c! off. It follow:-; a natural rhytn11I purs trit. of a llvclihoorl. On Rosh i': 11 1. w ,at un tl l th ·n _? H11w I of a clay e,vt~ry month , In lhl.~ w:iy HorJ<;tJh ,then , work Is permitted and y , 111JI'• ' A. ,h\cd ,)n l-:.a ccs must ; it lH_ s uperior tu the alternate sug-- labour discouraged (although not c:u , the coun t ry suffe r'/ I ges tion that has been made of re- forbidden). c 111 q,l ·l <; ~,:,lut ions a rc not at I leasing workers on festiva,ls such Surely the time has -come for u::;, , 1, a Hl'. nsibl c pragmatic -ap- • as Hanukka a nd Purim. in t c e-estahlished Commonwealth, ' , · h ca\h; fo r us to seelc out at Third, e c l-e r on of Rosn Ho- to resurrect this ancient and beau-t pnr ti .... l a nswers. The "Ros h )desh will result in the revitali za- tiful observance. The very fact •that c:,h Pla n" is such an attempt tion of ' ancient ci.;s:,m1 m hrael , it i as been neglected for so ·1ong , pur t lal a nd tempora ry solution . ' n,ow Jar. ly _unknown to ~h ma ·o- p rovr<les an opportunity for our mos t 1e pi?..n i:; , qu ite simply·, that : rity of 1 citi~ens. Reltg~ous Jews •imaginative and c,·ealive minds to ' 11 li 111lcs h, the f irs t d ay of every )today are aware of Rosn Hode 5h develop appropriate cultural, arti s tic ,· r mon th, considered a semi- \ mostly liturgically: the recitation of and social forms for its observance. , v'.11 in .J cwi~h t r :1dition, be de- .Iiallel, ' Ya'aleh Ve'yavo, Musa/. Non-b -At •the same time, w<;, shall hav e ed an ofl.icla l holid ay. 'l'he citi- o servant Jews are almost totally made a serious effort to remov~ , wil l ha ve th e opportunity to unaware of lt ; in discussing my from the national agenda a source : ,• l, visit , study , or,;anize games, plan wi tn a number of bright a nd of fr iction and ·dissens ion which gets lo wJ·,atever he wishes . . All pub- well-read Israelis, I had to begin worse w'ith •each confrontation ··and <!V,:nts of a na tion al or an in- · by explaining what the very words ..1.Uonal ch a rac ter will be sclie- nosh Ilodesh indicated! which th reatens the · internal peace • J fo r a Rosh Jlodesh. There will, , Yet such was not the case in the · of a people which must marshall all . 'ays of Israel's ancient eminence. In its resources to withstand relentless • - .. , •• _ .. __ • _.,_ • - ~ r Samuel w~ rrr1ct of D a vid anct enemies from without. 
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Dear Mr. Pincus: \ 

RA11111 Ru::H,\110 G. HJIIM:11, 01r,e10, 

MARVIN DRAITJ!P.MI\N, Cou,.,./ 
and 01f6CIOr of Ed11,11Jion •nd R111~rcl, 

November 10, 1970 

I am enclosing a letter which I received from Rabbi Bruce 
Warshal, referring to the problem which has arisen in 

the case of Brenda Cline, a convert to Judaism. 

Upon receipt of the letter, I phoned Mr. Zeev Ben-David, 

the Director of the Cleveland office of the Israel Aliyah 

Center, and he confirmed that the details set forth in 

Rabbi Warshal's letter are accurate. 

'• 

ti 
I' 

' 

The matter was discussed yesterday in New York by the 

Executive Committee of the World Union for Progressive 

Judaism, and I have been asked tq communicate to you our 

deep concern that the revised Law of Return is not being 

properly implemented either by the representatives of the 

Sochnut or the Israel government. The Law specifically . 

states: 

f ~ 

"For the purposes of this Law, 'Jew' means 
a person who was born of a Jewish mother or 
has become converted to Judaism and who is 
not a member of another religion. 11 

i • 

It was clear from the discussions which I, a~ the representa-· 

tive of the Reform Movemon½ had with Prime Minister Goda. 

Meir and with other representatives of the Israeli govern• ~ ,· 

ment, most notably Minister of Justice Shapira, as well as 1 
• 

the government's position expressed in the Plenary Session 

of the Knesset, that all conversions performed by non- \t 

Orthodox rabbis abroad would be considered valid for purpose 

of the Law of Return. 

I discussed this matter with the representative of the 

Sochnut in Washington and it a~pears th~t he also is unclear 

f-
l 
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as to what disposition he would have made in the instance of 
Brenda Cline. 

May I respectfully suggest that a clear-cut directive be 

l 
J. • 

' l\ 
,, 

issued to all representatives of the Sochnut, as well as to •i 

Israeli government officials who deal with these matters, so 
as to prevent contravention of the Law of Return and personal 
embarrassment to converts of Conservative and Reform rabbis. 

We do not want to create any unnecessary difficulty, nor do 
we want to make a cause celebre of this case, but we consider 

_the manner in which this particular case was handled intolerable. 
We look forward t~ receiving your assurance that this matter has · 
been correc~ed and that further incidents such -as this will not 

~ 

arise again .
1 

I 
Sincerely, 

J' 

., 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

RGH:iem 
Enclosure 

cc: Prime Minister Golda Meir 

• l 

j1 

Rabbi Bernard Bamberger, President, ,World 

l 
•. I 

Progressive Judaism 
Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, Chairman, Committee 

in Israel 
Mr. Zeev Ben-David 

lo 

' I l 
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TELEPHONE 1111!1 • 4744 

Dear Rabbi Hirsch: 

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

RONALD 5 . TIKOFSKY, PH . D . 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DIRECTOR 

!179 BROOKSIDE DRIVE 

ANN ARBOR , MICHIGAN 4810!1 

TELEPHONE 662-9319 

Octeber JO, 1970 

ALLYN D . KANTOR , PRESIDENT 

SOO NATIONAL SANK 1k TRUST BLDG, 

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 48108 

TELEPHONIE 1111!1•244!1 

On May 8, 1970 I converted a· woman by the name of Brenda Cline. 
Brenda is JO years old, divorced with no children. Her address 
is 901 Berkshire Rd., Ann Arbor, Michigan; Tel. 668-6864. 
Since she originally started with a Conservative rabbi in 
Detroit, she was converted by a Bet Din in which I participated. 
It met all the requirements of halacha including mikveh. The 
rabbis signing the conversion certificate were Benjamin Gorrelick, 
Leonard Cahan and myself• She now has both Reform and Conservative 
conversion papers. 

Niss Cline has now applied for aliyah through the Cleveland offio e 
of Israel Aliyah (the Sochnut). She was interviewed on Tuesd~y, 
October 1J, 1970 in Detroit by Zeev Ben-David , the Director of the 
Cleveland office. Ben-David informed Y.d.ss Cline that her non­
Orthodox conversion was not valid, and he advised her to obtain 
an Orthodox conversion. He has a copy of her non-Orthodox 
conversion papers. 

Ben-David informed me personally here in Ann Arbor at a meeting 
for our local rabbis on Monday,October 26, 1970 that Miss Cline 
n1eets all the requirements for aliyah, and that in fact she 
would make a fine Israeli, except that she is not Jewish for 
pirposes of the Law of Return. Yesterday, October 29, by 
telephone Ben-David infornted me that he had spoken to the Israeli 
General Council in Chicago and that Bilha Galill of that office 
informed him that it is the Jewish Agenc;w1s position that a "proper 
conversion" is now required for pirposes of the Law of Return 
arrl that only an Orthodox conversion is proper. Trying to be 
as accurate as possible, Ben-David informed me that he has mailed 
a request to Jerusalem for final word on this case and has asked 
for a reply by cablegram. 

Needless to say that I am quite disturbed. It is my understanding 
that after the Shalit decision, the Knesset a.J11.ended the Law 
of Return to define a Jew as "ene who is born of a Jewish mother 

I 
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or who has been converted." If this is the case then the 

Jewish Agency in the United States is administratively repealing 

this law. I ant disturbed on two levels . First, Brenda Cline 

has no desire to become a cause celebre . She has booked 

passage to leave the United States on December 22 and she hopes 

to enter a Jewish Agency ulpon in Tel Aviv for the February 2 

class. She needs olah status first, of course , because not 

to have it strikes at her very Jewishness , but moreover she cannott 

qualify for entrance to the city ulpon on a tourist visa. 

Thus we need an answer for Miss Cline immediately. Obviously 

the personal needs of this human being are para.mount at this 

point. 

On a secend level , I am disturbed that every non-Orthodox rabbi 

in the United States is being undercut by the Jewish Agency. 

I believe that every shaliaoh in the United States should be 

explicitly informed on this matter so that there will be no 

mistakes in the future . 

I leok forward~ your expediting this matter. 

Sincerely, 

8 ,~~ s. W~l.\ 
Rabbi Bruce S • . Warshal 

BSW:by 

Rabbi Richard Hirsch 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
2027 Massachusetts Avenue 
Washington, D. c. 200J6 



AN OPEN LETTER TO THE MEMBERS OF HATZAAD HARISHON _____________________ ,_ 

October, 1970 

Dear Friend, 

You may have heard by now that this past Jun~I and some other members of the black 
and white Jewish community withdrew from Hatzaad Harishon. Since my return from 
Israel in September, a number of people have called upon me for an explanation as to 
why I left Hatzaad Harishon and resigned as Vice President. Therefore, I have 
decided to write this letter. 

Most of you know that I played a very instrumental role in the origination of 
Hatzaad Harishon and the principles upon which it was founded. Since the beginning 
of the creation of Hatzaad Harishon, I was consistently protective towards the org­
anization and its members so that Hatzaad Harishon could grow and achieve its aims. 
Why? Because it was alright at the time. (Perhaps that was my error.) But I still 
f eel that the idea of Hatzaad Harishon has an important role to play in the commun­
ity, and wish to emphasize that the ideals of Hatzaad Harishon still are very dear 
to me. 

However, recent developments which involve the local religious community and Israel 
have made me change my attitude, and now I feel it is no longer possible for me to 
carry on as before. For six years I helped steer and guide Hatzaad Harishon into 
the Jewish community, often very alone and frustrated, and without involving myself 
in Halachic considerations. I asked no questions. On the contrary, I was indignant 
when questions were asked and was often protective to the point of deception. How­
ever, certain documents and information were brought to my attention which led me 
to understand better the concerns of Orthodox Jewish authorities. Now with the 
present situation in the local Jewish community and Israel, I have felt compelled 
to change my attitude about Halacha (Jewish law) because when a situation arises 
in which there is a confrontation with the Jewish law, and the Jewish community is 
put in a bad light, then for the sake of Klal Yisrael (unity of all Jews) the law 
must be upheld. The same holds true when there is a confrontation with religious 
authorities at the time of marriage, immigration to Israel, or when the time comes 
for burial. 

But the leadership of .Hatzaa,d Harishon has not, thus far 1 faced what I consider t~ 
be a significant and profoun.:!_problem. They have been unwilling, after considerable 
urging, to accept this thinking. And in so doing, they are helping to perpetuat~ 
the f rusirations whi ch black Jews have been enduring for most of the twentieth. 
century. That is why I have resorted to this stand. By avoiding the reality of the 
situation, and by refusing to encourage proper conversion when necessary and refus­
ing to abide by the requirements of the religious authorities, the leadership of 
Hatzaad Harishon is pursuing a policy of divisiveness rather than one which will 
lead to the unity of all Jews - which is the aim of Hatzaad Harishon. The dangers 
of such a policy are apparent. Imagine a boy receiving a Yeshivah education, believ­
ing that there is no difference between him and his classmates. As long as he does 
not confront the law, there is no problem. This same boy goes to Jewish summer camp 
with his friends, joins a Zionist youth movement, or attends Jewish community activ­
ities, and he feels (and is made to feel) one with his group. However, what will be 
the result when this boy's parents, at the time of his Bar Mitzvah, are asked for 
proof of Jewishn~ss by the Rabbi who is to officiate (such proof is asked of every­
one when the Rabbi has cause to question). The resul~ if the parents haven't such 
proof is a cry of racism and bigotry which will not change the facts or the situa­
tion; and the boy will be put to shame, will suffer, will feel that he was deceived 
by his teachers, that he was rejected because of color, and his problems will go on 
to compound each other. 

Recently a group of 39 black people, men, women, and childr·en, arrived unexpectedly 
in Israel, without money, without jobs, insisting that they were Jews and demanding 
all the benefits given to Jewish immigrants under the Law of Return. The reaction 
of some non-Jewish newspapers and some members of the New Left, despite the fact 
that these people were welcomed in, taken to a settlement, given homes and food and 
jobs,was that Israel was not treating black people as it does white people. Also, 
uncomplimentary caricatures appeared in syndicated newspapers across the country. 
Here is a perfect example of a problem which is strictly religious in nature turned 
into a racial problem by the enemies of Jews and of Israel. 

By withdrawing from Hatzaad Harishon, I and ~he others who withdrew seek to encour­
age the remaining members to make a more serious evaluation of their own situations 
- so that those remaining members who are not legally Jewish would now take the 
necessary steps, and be in fact, as well as in spirit, a part of Klal Yisrael. It 
i s not too late to start - now would be the time. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jto.-u_/:r;-v-~-d' 
Yaakov Gladstone 
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Blacl~ Jews 
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THERE are circles in the· Jewish community which claim that the Board of Rabbis has flatly re­
fused to accept blacks, who assert that they are Jews as authentic Jews. This charge not only 

distorts the facts , but implies the existence of racism and prejudice on the part of rabbis. 
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It is Jewish ' 1aw, -Halachah. which determines 
Jewish status. It 1s not the personal view of any 
rabbi or layman that determim:s it. And the truth 
is that there are bl acks whom the rab bis recognize 
as authentic Jews,. because they fulfill the Halachic 
requirements of authenticity. 

But where there is reason to qEestion an indi­
vidual's status as a Jew, he must submit proof of 
h~s Je'V':'·!sh legitimacy or, if such proof is lacking, 
undergo the conversion procedure required by 
Halachah. if he wishes to be _recognized as a Jew. 
This is the law for everyone, whether he be black 
or white, yellow or red. There is no race test in 
Judaism . 
~## ,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,-# 

Rabbi Goldfarb ·is executive director of the 
Board of Rabbis of Greater Philadelphia.-ED. 

,,,, •• ,,,#11,, ,,,, •• ,,,,, 

Every . convert enjoys the prerogatives and, of 
course, the responsibilities of Judaism in the same 
way as a Jew who can trace his biological ancestry 
to Abraham. In fact , as is well known, the convert 
always is referred to as so-and-so ben Abraham. 
Judaism makes it very clear that a convert is an 
authentic Jew in the same way that Abr;;tham's son, 

·Isaac, was an authentic Jew. 
An important legal principle of Jewish law, as 

it is of every system of law, is the doctrine of 
"presumption." The historical Jewish community 
since time immemorial has consisted of whites. 
This is fact. This creates the presumption, therefore, 
that a white who claims to be Jewish is, in fact, 
a Jew unless there is reason to doubt his assertion. 
In such a situation, being white does not exempt 
him from submitting proof of his Jewishness and, 
if required, of undergoing conversion, should he 
wish to regularize his status. 

* * * 
JN the case of blacks, there - is no such general 

presumption. This, too, is a fact of history; 
it is not discrimination or racism. It is also a 
fact of history that no Chinese is presumed to be 
Jewish; neither is an American Ind ian nor a 
Polynesian. Even though some Japanese have con­
verted to Judaism , a J a panese claim ing to be 
Jewish cannot be presumed to be one. ~ 

As a matter of fact, there is indeed one com­
munity of black Jews which is presumed to be 
legitimately Jewish . This is the B'nai Yisrae l com­
munity of Cochin-Ch ina. Thei r iong· and well­
documented_ history led the rabbinate of Israel to 
accept them as Jews, the only exceptions being 
some instances resulting from irregularities in 
divorce procedure wh ich required special Ha lachic 
a ttention. 
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mass recognition as Jews. Such was the case with 
an Italian group in Israel some years ago. Another 
instance recently came to world attention when a 
·group of blacks from Chicago went to Liberia, then 
to Israel, and desired mass recognition of its entire 
membership. In both situations the rabbinate of 
Israel required each individual to submit proof or 
undergo conversion. 

• • .. 
HISTORY records one instance of mass con-

vei:sion to Judaism-the Idumaeans, a tribe 
descended from the Edomites. It happened in the 
Second Century BCE when John Hyrcanu~, the 
Hasmonean King of Judea, imposed it.. Tr,e rabbis 
of the Mishnah , iewed this event as· the source 

of ialer misfortune for the fowish peopie, for from 
this group came the wicked King Herod, • who 
brought untold misery to Judea just before the 
beginning of the Christian era. Ever since, mass 
conversion has been banned by the Halachah . 

Jewf. who . criticize rabbinic refusal to change 
the rules are . not doing a service either to the 
blacks who sincerely desire to be included in the 
household of Israel, or to the Jewish people as a 
whole. Whether we like it or not, we are a trans­
national people with responsibilities to all people, 
not solely to Jews in. our own community or in 
the United States. We have responsibilities to Jews 
who dwell in countries of oppression, to the Jews 

· in Israel, to Jews of differing religious leanings, 
even to Jews claiming no · religion. 

It is wise and prudent that in this troubled and 
changing era, the age-old rules for establishing 
Jewish authenticity be retained. This is especially 
so today, because by observing the rules we prevent 
barring any individual from joining the people of 
Israel , if he is genuinely drawn to it. 

Blacks, and their white sympathizers who advo­
cate modifying the rules, do not realize the heart­
breaking and tragic consequences of such an action 
by a local segment of the Jewish community. If 
the Jewish authenticity of blacks accepted as Jews 
under such modified standards is to be questioned, 
whether in Israel, in other parts of the world or 
in our own community, the shock to these converts -
could thrust them into a state of such psychological, 
spiritual and social insecurity as to be disastrous 
to the individual blacks and their children. 

• • 
THIS al~ could be s~attering to the unity and 

well-bemg of the Jewish community as a whole. 
What n:iay now seem to be a galling (in some cases) 
procedure that is time-consuming, rigorous and 
even unnecessary, ultimately will -prove to be the 
very strength by which blacks can assume their 
full and authentic Jewish identity which rabbis 
wish them to possess. • 

The rabbinate is well aware that there are many 
blacks who, for whatever reasons, arc close to 
Judaism spiritually and religiously and who feel 
part of the Jewish people even though their formal 
status as Jews has not been established accordino 
to the requirements of Jewish law. If such black~ 
are sincere, they will not carp ~hen the religious 
leaders of Judaism, des iring to maintain the char­
acter of the Jewish people and its tradit ion, require 
of them the same religious procedure which is 
appliep to all would-be Jews, namely, proof of 
being a Jew or undergoing religious conversion . 

We know, to be real i, tic, that there arc many 
or anized groups of black people who ma intain 
tha t !hey a rc Jews , he ra bb inate bel ieves that 
the Jewish commu n1 1y should establish lines of -
comm unication wit h them and ass ist them in their 
educat ional effo rts. T herefore , the Board of Rabbis 
su ppofts he Federat ion of Jewish Agencies and 
its granting of ai_d. fin ancial and otherwise, to thes _ I 
grou p, which wish to undertake programs of reli -'1 
giuus acu v1!} and educa tion as wei l as of cultural 
J,,CXpression and social service in the spirit of Jewish 
l't radition . 

Such aid and communication ·,js· not to be taken 
as recognition of the Jewish authenticity of these 
groups, but as an act of friendship in the expecta­
tion that with closer communication and associa~ 
tion with the historical Jewish community, the 

,. blacks who love Judaism will be absorbed grad- _ 
ually into the Jewjsh group by Halachic me?...,. 

• • * 
To achieve this goal, the members ,,. black 

synagogues, groups and clubs eventually sbould 
submit to one of the two criteria which Jewhh 
tradition demands: either proof of- being Jewish 
or accepting the traditional rite of conversion . 

That will impose hardships and responsibilities 
and touch deep sensibilities, but it is the price 
exacted by life for the privilege of being a · Jew 
arid bearing witness to God. To all such genuine 
devotees of our faith, the rabbinate will extend 
a hearty and cordial welcome. people than mathemati­

by itself and most Jews 
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I .found n1:/ ~, e~ .f' 1n r, c1~ :·:pt-:: 1''..'l ~e i. }' -~ '. . ~(.1·1 :.*~· .... . ~:- i . · t'. '"1: LL -l c t n .::i v·~ :~ 1 (.'f : t.'.l "' ; .,j rizat;: on :'r.J"' ·· 

ex,renr.ituras , 11n t ·.LJ. !·· 1F1Wi. ' 1C: '<''r '• •1''" w,~ • '.:·:r< . 
I 

r.~e~ !1 1.vhj_i_e vi e r .1 "i7 C .:-. ,':7~ :, j:;b ? 1·-·.•· .; . t ,:< ~0•·_,. l:~a rJ -~n;! h .::.. . ,·; J -ic ei.\r~d .h ~ dol . ) . ,Joo, --

' 
I hope t o ,::Get hi.i;, :i.6 ::.i.n ll~ .xt .v e1.: :, i.r, (' ·:•r};~r t c, c: °1.[ , ri.f'y r:o :r, ,': ~-• !Ji!; :·· j_ ,,., ;-,; ,. :·•f,c t of 1;f . i..: 

year's b1;1dcc t. 
I 

J hP\ .. C had :, n ,_·l rr.:.~~·.t ... ,·~- 'It}•·; . :z.. ~: l r::··-_·t ;::r::J~ f.t ·( t\1 \vh i .:.;l T un ,..J e::..:>t aoJ th=z.t be h::.s 

been phon:i.ng you . I :1 ~rJ th e :: ,,i ·_, J ~1,::,: 1-r.i=:J!; +h::. :: .-: a"\J t ,:, you -~•-=i.s r, o t :--;- ,d .-, onl.:; 

o f a question of " Gi.:tG. 1° 11 • ".' ':..,,1:efn r: -:· ", . . ·, ;; , u c r. : ... , .. . , . .:, ·, .- -: i·,er I 

else have askec1 :;:.., ;i c oi,cc rr.:i.i :, :-1.:1y f.~nancic;.l I''" t tr:n; . f.u l; 

possibly =--"!'tt,-.._[ •xpe1,d pnl1li.c .,1:,r, i P.G wi. t . J1 0 u.t J U t),ori z:1. t i. o:n ? 

./ 
Fu1., tl!c r frinre ho i f_: r,1··\~ ~~~ i n <~ r·' e .~o 1-:-: c-nf:LJ."ii: tlie: r~nnve:r :;o.tion Wf! havt: h 3 Q a,.. t !·,e; 

lP .. c, t !Jl (;!J'!l~:q~ on trH~ la~ t 1_;·-1,:;r of 1,)1..:, ,1.· ,r-.1 ,: r r'J ··,, - r: :.-nf<:' re.' iC C wit h Pttbh :l f' :; r;hi.ndlt::r :::.nd 

•·-~i', 1- ,,:'.>\ cll,r;.\_ 
~ ~ . . . . . 

~,.,;.,~,1,ma~1 and r;orno ot !1cr J1e<>p ... e . . ; ct·::a l J j ' _f :·1 ,::: v r,r co n,i<ie.r,: r.l 1. t a 1, r r.; ,,:: :;:- !r,e e t::. :1i::, , a s J , 

·ra s not clear to me \0. ::,u l: w;.>.s t l: e :-;, :_ri•O:.: <:> b•;reof,L'-!.s I did ·lOt .:_:r8 E.p mo:-::t of it s i:- orite• , t : 

exc ept the.t r.~e1 wn.s wo:cried abo1: '.: l : i( ., r•e··,s i 0n ,; c l·d:: ·ne . 'i'hi::: rr.•.:;c:t ir1 0 +,0 ,J }: l ess t h3.n J·, ,·. f 

-.n hour durine; whicli we have been j : ,t P::.T·J.J;"tt' ,l frjr at t.eB.st. 2c, ati 1·,1., t ,.,s by clelJga t~r: ', o, 

1.3 - fore departing wnnt~d t.,-:: :J:'f. f gr,,_, ,0, -- ::~j'C . "'t : e ·i-·• f 0r?. , 0~1 :-;1 y r· ':!t1.J. r n :r did n o -'; report th, 

Vna · 1aartj_'s m0e tin,:; 0 11 t;}dr-- con ve r. :: : tL)n 1 nf r.:01u:~t-: to t:h8 ::,nnoynnce c f 

Now J under:·l.::tll{ ' : . , ., ... ,, ,•. ,u, 1;:: n', il i n;: ror fl ~1uli::; t: ::i.nt rl n ]. 

f:l.nanc1rt1 1,upp('):rt fo r t ho n:t)i il r,i i d. :.1i : , r; "' 1 : ··, 1:·•.', I.hey:.:·,:; , l n t!, u n e·i1),bourho0 13 H ,e 

Con:::;ervati ve Conl~ru0:.J.Llon -t:0 01 ••' r1ir t ;_; ·1 n•: '" i.or·:1p1r y, l ;t' '.fl whqr,i :: · oy wJ J. J. h '.l vr: ccr-;jcr; o 

during the High HoJ.·Jd :;- ,'n w:i. ~hout ,;liat'{';it.,; f c,r t he: ,~nl:r;tn .- :•~ li ~lr ~~r-. 

rersqnally I am of the optrd.•) n th3. t t hi s f;-1c t slJ(,u::.J not h:.tve ;i.ny b0a r:lnc; 

upon our assi s tance t o "K cder:1 ", but tL·: s problem shnll prota ':'°J ly have t o be brotight 

before the m1::eting 01' t he Vand I!aartd . 

In. my opin:io n :-1e:i.the1· :i.s i t p rop~r that Me l should write to you d:i.rectly 

w:i. thou t the a11 t hor:l.z 3. t10n , e i th Pr frn;n the V,ia.J Haartsi o r f::.•om the Financial Commi tt e 

We heard from RfJbJJ:i. Sch001man tln t lie (r,le l) a;:iplied to ~-h e Wo L Ll l;lr.ion for a subventior. 

f or the Amsterdrun ~jl egat es ev~n L~fo re t~is had lie~n brou~ht baf ore the Vaad Haartsi . 

I think it wo uld be v~ry good if ways co uld be found to p rev ~nt any Rabbis or congrega­

tions from botherin e; you unl0ss tl;£:y e1 r0 so :l.n•;b•1,cted uy t h3 Vaad Haa:rtsi . 
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1-\ S the shock v:aves of the Seidman case r,~ccdc, 

- -'- boH1 Orthodox- and secular Jews are left trying 

-~o cope with the implications of the power lrald 

i,,y J::;1:ael's Rabbinate to threaten the country's coa-

rn.ion govemmcnt. 
}n 1wiLh er camp i~ Uiei:c any ill.1rnion that the 

)l l:, !! 1.:!-:J1i rt. ~:0 )111.i•-,11 for Mn,. J-fole n ~dcJrnn.n nmrk­

' ,t :1.1,y t hin~: h11 1; 11 tcrrq 1• >ra1·y 1.·c:•.pilc in n ~ir:i· i cr; 

i,r 1:1:l i1'.i• >u::-uc1:1il:1.1: ,:,,Jli ni<>MJ . M ,:. J;c JJ -Mena:ll 1c, 

1)11 : J:,wy ,; t• wl ,,i 11111::e ia)ix,; 1J in :i.nti -1:) 1:,: ir::d Jaw 

1111i l,11, 11:u: alr, ::i.dy :i 1111 •11111 1:1,i) )11 : J,:i. :1 !:i, nil:\l.' c;,w ;fl 

, , ,,,. 1,w up in l.11• : 1;,,p1 ·1.!1 . 'J 'IH:Y r:11 n11 ,, t b,: h:i.l'd Lo 

r h 11l ) 11 11, ,:,,11111.r,y wl1c ;1·,: 110 • on <: 1:: 1,11 l11: 111 :11T kcJ , 

, i v'l l'l ;•:d 0 1: IJ111·i 1 :d 1111 11:1 111 l1•l li1 :l11J1J'.1! Le i a l'C<:O J'.· 

1uz•·. d p.; lii: \11 1 :1 c:1111 1n 111 11 il.y. 
J•:vc:n ,,, any w J1,, va i.,u /10./f/1 :/w, aH nn \Jrnl 1·11 n ,,.nt 

for (;r y!·\\.;dl ixh11~ I.lie S\.11.l.c :'H .Jc.; w iHh id0. 11t ily are 

~ 1·1) 1 }Jkd. l)y 1J1\i al.l.i l. 11d o or u ,e l ': tl) )jll\ wJ1q :tclntiJl • 

i, 111.cr i ·1 ·1i ;:,iou:1 Jaw . J 11 a cn111ilYY wlih •l1 i 11:1\1 :i lm -

1n l,.-;i ·;111ln, non -.kwi :-ih 1-1 111,11 :-ic :1 111: :r, :w]Mlt 111 :w1·or ,
1
, 1·11 

l- i 1 (I \.11r; 1MH :lv , •:1 C•Jttl' r1> 11U11 ; : J':t li lii:i who:', 1 
111 c 11 la• 

~i! y i~; 1..l w.t 1)J' I. ho 1:lot-a .d orl11ocl P.', wrn· ld. 
N'•il' i::: tiJC dl\:c:t f , ·ll. only i 11 U10 Jil'!•,t. g c' 11(•1'1d ioll, , 

'f!11; r1J liavc bc•:n. J1r:11.1:U it ·( :~1.lc iJ1;!, c11.:1<' :-1 () )' yo1111 f~-

1::.(:1·!1 • w l 10 gl'!:W 1111 in J:·Jl' :td. u11d :wrv1•<l i11 iU1 

,~l' IH Y Oll l y l,o fin ,1, wli< :ll u,~:y )11 :(•d('d Jll'f )OI' (11' ' 

.11: w\::! 111 c 1:1 ii , tH·d• ; i• 1. ,1 ;•;c:J: .n 111.rr i1:d, t.l i: d; Ll":it· 

n;oU1e 1: io 1 0n-.fewi :;J1 , :i n<l 110, J,y /1((/adw, iii 

n·,'ll :-;on 01· d:w;.;Ji.l1;1 • who io, U1 cr1; l°i>n'. d ii:qnal i i'i cu 

.(1:•) m m n,:ry in,; a Jew. 
U n tlcr die ac1:un111lalcJ i mp:tcl; oJ' cn:-1,•:1 wllkh 

J) ;tVC :l l'OlrnCd ;J. p11li lic ru,·or -- nn cl IJlilJ.i e cLc ,I to 

; ··•allUe p rc:-is 111"r: l 1y I.he N :i.l.i onn l J ~c l i1';io11:1 J ' :i.1-Ly 

v 1 , i<:1 1 h 1w,1·c 1:c i1 11i t.l ve l.o p1ililic: opi11ion - · • l.h< 

)':i) ,liiu ii: : I t:< i 111 'L11 11,1·0 1111.ld l.n J11wc !1•, •c:1>1 11• : 11• :,:1 

,,1rl <:,dlil 1) ill r• :•:qnl. y,; : lt'II , Mbi"d 11rn r 1·it1 J'.'' 1· :1:: ,,:1 

a 1·,: 1111w p r 11 •:1·,:111•d IP 1,11 clcw 11. y, •111·, 1.1c:1 :1Jl'dl11 :: 

h > Jt,:,,1,1,l 1/.c :v l !11 1,l1n!d , M\Jil 11 l. 1·y 1'11 1· H.1•l l;: l, 111 11 A\'­

f,d r: 1 , ,1'1' 11 :i:t.l dc :all1w; w li.1 1 ,:011 vc·l'11l •111 Jll'"l 1lc
1 11 i: 1. 

/-5 c,,..h in, ', t r> nv ,1 1,t n 11l 11, w d11 w 1l 0 11 J lil:1 inn11<', 

\ ii. : N .! ( .. l ' ,- J' IIJ'l J11l(\ i' IPI' M\ 11 111!. l',Y li llll q11l11lly fil t•J W ll 

) , •>1\: :;ivc . .I 1, ·'.t :11< •1·11 l l y 1·,:,:01·:1ilx•.:11 Mn.dc11 11 111·0~<.Y 

1 a r l'i :q;c :1 :uitl divt1 1'( :•::1 olJ l.ait11 :tl Ji.o r e \Jy <:0111111!:J 

t <, lllp< dl ecl l o by-p111 1n 1.lio .,·a\JIJl 11\,- 11 l .<'.0111·11•1, 

~ l11oil:,.rly, th•, }t:.hl ,hnd,() lmH 1•, •,t •<1r,; 111 ·, .1·tl, h ow1•\ ·,•r 

1·.,_h1..!.a1t l,ly, tlui conv•:n ,io11 o l' IH)1>10 l\O ~w!1lit• 1·,; ~arrlPII 

•11,t in Ut•l 11 n 11y . lly 11 11Ht11,1·y d1a.pl;ti11t-1, 

.A. scn?or o!liei:t l, who l1 1l~ den.it r :l.cn r, ivcl y 

\ '11 i\.i'1 I. h e J.ll'01)h!lll 1JI'. h1t /(1,,; l u~ it ll d su,.t.o law , f:ays : , 

" A el ,:1.iH ; C will cume when tlie yo1111:~ <:)1 :1.pl : m8 

, 1')\V i n Lli c l;):cnchcii n.t i-; 11 1•x, C:nl :rn a111l L11c Jol.'· 

,J;,n l~il'L l:J.kC over from th o oltl ,:11anl." 
-1(*-I< . ' 

'V IIO w :1.n H to 1,,• r: (/ll10 n. .Tew? .T11!, I: ovr1: 4,000 

; 1w 1:1:ons in Lllc 11c 1: iml \Jdw,·c•u :1111\H l.o ·1 !J/iS, 

~ . .:C l)J ·u i ng' Lo :; L:tli !';l.ii::; C<Jlllpi kd fl) J.' 1 h 1•:h! l. 11·1) ,k ­

•·lltk:s in h.:l'ad liy t.l1c Mi 11i 11l.1·y l'. ,w l':,(:lir:io1rn .Af­

f ;1 i l' i , : Tito n~~u~·cs break down m1 l'ol low:-1 : 

() o r ~,.ol O JH'l '~OIIH who SO " J;hL t•.tlll\' l ll'tH OII 111 t his 

p'!-1.·io ,! , 57 p •~t· cent ( ;! /~~8 pt! J.'fOUH) , vt •n· ~u,•c, ·Hr-1-

!,·>ul, aft.,:L' w:.11,•111!,· for 111:,·i ,11ls r:1.11gi11~ r.-011 1 kss Umu 

.. .,,; ye:ir to over four. 
~D nr· . ti /OSI) - ( f ,7:! :n wlto 1li1l n ot n m II) { 1(1 ;!;r.111 ••· 

'G•n Y ,
1
: r. •u 1u ht ft O. (.) p t• • 4'4'1t~; ,~c ('Jl--:4 ',(i \ :lH ·:h·t· \ 

f l j. t
1
1t 1 ''., : • :•111 r· 1 , • • _; , t, {~ 1 ;.._, f f ' ,V • If• I ,\ • 

r 

by 
c;,,::1.ct r ~:1s•m f ,, r >r•> 1-:q ,p'c:. r :t1u•11. " • .,,, (h,·r 1i.H. 1w1· 

c:cnt ,,,·i:· ,1 r e,l1:v t ,•a l,y t ho r :t 1!1!11 i1' :1! , .,. 1, ,:r,, , 11 !,1::t, 

2 .9 re,· e,) ►. 1 8 (riO pc.:rsont< ) " c• 1·0 t u rn e~I ,r., , u 0 11 

grom:<ls or ~ccm·ily. 
J'tc:jecU.on by Uic l.'abhi11ica l coul' l fJ w a f1 o n one 

or the follrw,1 i n 1~ g 1·omHh1: 
o t J~,o ,·aPPdi•~:r.t ,,, :-: ,,u~-: ,,; ouly to Mn:u· ,·y a. tf ~' \\' 11.n ,J 

i •,V1 0 \\'c 1 110 oltrc ·r 11it•• n::-.t In -~mr:r.i: ► 11 . 

e, rd·u~-::d. to 1,•,11·11 Um pT;nd t)l•·~ or J1 , 1, , ; , •11,1 , 

o r d w mi to bt·,·:d! t,, •i; ,dtl1 tho r,it·11 tc·t· r:d i~i,1 , .. 

11, Uw coHd; wa!I n ot <·11uvii11 :1itl o!'. Orn l'l l Md irl :t 1!•' 11 

o ,. w11muu 11p, , li••1111t pf ::1111.•:il 1.o 

1tffr1• , :, nv•· r~.111 11 ( in vl •1 11.!- h1n ,, r 

011 n,~n ·ri-,q.!,'o iu•(,\\·,, t•n u, , : , il 11 ·1 1 unit n. t •on \ ' l ' ·t), o t· 

",.,., .,1.v 111 10.rrl ,·, I to 1l <: ,, 11, ·n h,y 1·ivil 1·1•r1 ·1111111y , rd·n , 

i o l••:t\'<1 lllm uf!l'l' ,· 0 11 v1,i·~•""· 

,. n ,o r,.11·,•n f,. ., r """ or. t ho 1<t, r, ," ,11,1 1111t nt 

to 111, , 11,rnrdu ,t.11 o t· Uw tmn .,r 1h, 111:·ld , •l' \\ it 

( l ll ""'" r t;, 
M,ll iv11I l, 111 f•JI' 1• 0 11\' •: •·Hio 11 IJ J'l.' :1i1.'I 1l 1J Wil 

)()W!: : I 

l )1•:-ii1·,., lo 11 , lopl: tl1f1 1·1\ll1{lo11 Pl'. ll ,l, ,wi: 1lt 11 

011l: oJ'. co1Jvli:ti ,111, ('i'1 .ti •JI •t' c e ll!: o l'. 1 II np 

Lions) : ,:onvidi o1 (:n.2 p1:1· eeul) :l.ll il Ute 

lo n• J11· r.v :i. .frw (•1.:?. p1 11: cont). , 
:y n ·ll~: i.i tJ, l1 1n 1.,0.I O c:n111ll1lal<·ll w·,,n: : Cn 

( 11Ci pc ' I' 1·1•ri t ), l. 'rolc:il :t11t r1 ('IK1 ). J1:mll:l'll C h 

( :l2 .'7) , M o: 11<- ni~-J -- irn: l11d!J11~ .l:-11 ·11.d i J\1:aiJ , 

l.i11. 1111 - ·- ( !i. ::) , nn <l n il ol l11i1·:1 arr)ll11:: lhc.1n 

J)r11 ~:•~. H: r.11:t i, H11dd lli11t :i, ll llt.l ll l 1J tl 11:1 · -- ('.1.v ). 

N n J'i ;·;n1·c:-J 111:0 n.vall n.lll o y (\ t: fo 1• l!W!l but lite 

n 111 nl11 1 r 111'. npp !J,•n1iln w:i1-1 1111.hJ U> l;o ,1n llto l.'i:;il'.) , 

l 11I iii Ii 11: : a\1 «11 I·. '100 f ot• 1.1111 you.I', 

l •·.I•··•·• •·•• 11.1, t,li o 11ul K1•,(, ur" ·Jltll't-1 11111-1 wltu 11.r o f11r111-

I 11 ~ •~ 1~•·•1\1 111 1•; , •,d ,,·::·01·.v - ( 11,,-1,,1 l,111 .-. who h,•!1 111·0 

tl ,nt, h :v •·11 11 v,.1·,il 1111 ·""'' l1t•••11tu r; 1111 flu, 11il l. :w ,,t llt<\V 

\\ I ll ,:-,, 1 •1 , mtHN llhl 1u11I t,h111·r -r ,1ro •11•••m .. •1 111•L11•r 

, ( !Jn·l~ l.lr< u H, +.. -1,, .,., 

/\ Ci\ Nl> ll )A'l'I •!, (•(111 i pr ic ·,L with rt t o 111pn 1·11 1·y 

· · 1k It' ll vh111. 1·,·0111 111,1 .l1il.1·1·lo1• J\1ll11IHI 1•:v , n111~t: 

P ll Y :t II,~ 1·(\'1;\11!. 1·111.i11J l l'nn i L i t rq:)11J111 l 1.•1t 1!1J l p 

1·11 11rl: 11 1·r1, ,,1 w ll <' l'n )HJ 1'11111 011t ,t n•.·1·!1 ·11 ol' 

l.i n 11111tl1·c•N, J 1'1~ l11 Urn lll•Jl 'O 1) 1.' J, •11/1 I.old (.o :.: ,1 1 

: 11d '• HYI C 11:w lc in it :ve1u,.1! t.1 1111•, :' 'JI'. we lC'I I 11 

OHO to r:ludy," iH tho nttlt.u<lc 1, r tho co1 1l' 

wo11l<l j wolve n c1>1 tn11 il. 111 1•11L on ()111: p 11.1: l:. /\h,o 

i s lt t•t1ol i1 ;.~ on: )ll' l'ind 111 wJ1lt;ll. ~lie 1:;111clit'l:tl 

lC:'! L )1it1 own i11l.(•11l,!1111 ::, ,'' 
Olll•·l nl ly , U1 <· 11 , ·I 11 0 11,·n~i p, :d iv• 111·w:1•lyl.o ,·, :t 

111> r ,1vi •· c, 11111'1 )11 J111I. ••v , •11 to d wli ;!I: to 

·1 J'n, 1\'l' i1•\11lly, J10 \llll:V 1•: ( I; hc :lp )' 1·0 111 111 1: J\1.i 

J', ) 1' ~c ·lirJ 11 n!I A l'f't>li·11 wlii1 :!1 will 111111 11,l ly l,,1 ·ln 

l nl.o N,111·1 •:L wlllt 1v vo l11111, ,,.,. l•.•11.1'111 •1· . :1:Jd, 

lie n. J'iu,1\ly 01: n 1·a hlii':'1 wlf'u (f',11• wo1111 ?11°l. 

:u·o i t ,) l'i ~••1l 1:1:q J1ii ·, •11 •<111 I : , f'•H' 1:I wlv, •' ach L 

JH'O•!ccd in ~: :tl' i:01·d i11g l o li it1 n w 11 li1~hl~1. 
( , ,,n1 ·r :, lly , \.Im •·1111,lhll to ,11 11.;v ho 1•11.11 ,, ,t 11 

10111\'II (It,, 1'0 \lowio1,; : t h o ( 111t, l nnl<'t1l,11ll'I , r,f 

Jwli .. r : ~H ( ' ' \)1 ' 1' N •-w 1I ht Uu, pt·;n~.,i • · l'H n1ul 1111~,-;~in ~~­

f l«J 1111111( lrn o t• f Im ,I,.\\ lsh , .,.,, ,11,l11 r; t.ho ,1,•wi~h hol 

1!:1~·,1 noul t 1,. ,fi• 1·u ,-.(.,i,1 v1 , " l(.h p a d .l , ·11fnr <}11q1l111,-.is , 

~ , ,,, :-- :n l1 11d h ! .r · •\\ ' r ... h Ii iMf o,·., : J\fH ~ Uu ) r n .,,·H Hf r :i1 UI j 

I ' 11 !' ~ 4 1 • • 

I 
I, 
I 



i. 

fe.,1diiv - int.ensifr!,;;!!' 

-,-f ~~ ~ 'ffJ;. ,f/ --■■I 
t is :-g-rossl1· mifafr 

5)$1: ~J!i~.I.'f .JJ.. • 
bbinate to slsd<'s.-

. ::: ·•· • - -•: . , . d 1n accep Ii,::. L on .the basis (ff · 

; Hµued fr':i~ pre,·ious ::,age) r, which has • enao!e lesgues. are 'to be congratulated, for one - to --blame cor.te!H-

"': '; . ~btained . political , power, forg__e _a - one-issue L. . • ~-s of the all too rare applicati.oll! of a porary Reform Judaism fo1· the sh&tt-

;·/ demand -• that non:.Orthodox c0 ::-?-ucrve to . !}~erp~~t1atmg ~nd exac~,- libicral spirit • by tha Q1·thodox rabbi- comings of previous --gen:erations . . 

:,ts . • abroa<l be declared in- ba, mg the durereilces b~tween __ Jew!Sh_ nate . .. -· • • ··.-__ -_·* .·.__ - • - • The Jewish people ·today, abroad a~ in 

c and invalid by the State of reEgious movem_~t~ * ,;, ·- ., - . ,. --~- * * ·i- Israel, is pluralistic in its religious ni'I 

They are oblivious to the -fact , ~ • ()onvers.ioa:J. perlorm,e,l by R-0form r:w!Jis well as its political outlook. No amc•u.ii-~ 

state which practises ·freedom Refonn Rabbis offic-fa:!:e at .n-iar:riage 00~e- _ a:re "paper com·ei;sions.''_ .. • .. --,_._··;:. of coercion by the ·orthodox reHgiCtt1s 

·/on has : the • right ,. to impose monie5 . wl.Jhout re-quii'mg C~,!!rnr,sfon. • • • · ---· i ~- establishment will make the non-Ort-ha-

, - 1· • .,, - -· .. ·-- - -, - The Facts. ··.- . , • - > • , .--~ ,::·', d --.... 

_.;ment on any .. re1g10us mo,..,- Ti>r F'1.cts - ._ ~- _-__ _ - -·- . - .. ·. : ~,. . ox movements ·retreat ·or disapf-,Bai." 

ithin its borders, let.alone C!n a· T.HE 'central Cor<ference' ·of American REFORM rahb1s lll ]israef have es• from the Jewish scene. To th~ ( i:•ll• 

S movement beyond its boraers. , P:::tbhl1:i" opposes marriages -without _.. tablished high standards of Je,~ish trary, in great measnre the non-Orllis-

" ·, * ,.* * :-,,,: .. . -:- · .-_. , conversion and calls_ upon ·tt;, :r_nembers knowledge as a prerequisite for :;.,con- clox movements ai-e _a response to- .1:t.e 

Jmlaism ia a till'eat to the punty not to officiate ar · intermarriages . . I version. "The · converLmust study: for failure of Orthodoxy to adjust to the 

o!lo~ , J_udaifim. . __ -_,:·· ·_ ;_,<,- .·:_,, _ .. '_ -._.. P"'~--e ... e"n a rabbi fo_r almost_ 20 _years six _ inonths to a _ y~ar. He,. mfu,sJ dbe needs ~of . the ·time. The grea1:er tii-e 

- - " "' " f<,miliar ·with thie basrc tenets o .,u a- • • tl • t tI •;:.r. ~t···-
"-·t"·., • . and ll"','e - never , officiated at an_ mter- - - , .. coerc10n, 1e grea er . 1e. l=-texi ·:i.!cy, 

., ' h' -, - ism, - under.stand the • essential > dif- tl t· 1 ·11 t' b t re- • 

, ") 11,tr ,_ Judaism -is a . legitimate man·iae:e .. In the city of Ch_ic_a __ go, where - 1e- more s 1mu us ,fl nere e o .1.ffie: 

___ ., - - - ferences· - be.tween Judaism and Chris- • ·t t· t o t' od - • • ·n· ,... 

·,h?.nti·c 1·ntei·pretation·.of _Jewish I served . for eirrht vears, only ._tw_o - a1,.erna ives . o r 11 oxy -, w111c . . ~:-d 

-
"' J tianity, · k:uo,.,; , the maJ·or · laws _-and o-· • • to Je-··~•u al "' • • 

., ,.1 which in. the Iforcral 'environ- Reform rabbis of a .total . o,f : approx1- . ,. .,IVe meanmg •~ 1"'· . v u-s· ill ,a 

f tl1e ·urestern World has·succeed- .mately 50 c v':ill officiate _:at · · such cust0ms: ·-atfen,d :· Shabb\t_ and ho!iday contemporary context. · _, _._ . -., "- - , • 

- -•• - ~ R f services re_ 2:u_lllrly .and be famiiia. r- with - Th - R-f • • • ••• :. - • • 

rP~!'1·n1·n". mi·11i·ons ·_oI_-:J, evis ·,vlio,·· ceremonies. The -maJ·ority or ,e orm - e • e orm rno;:emen:t 1s:mes • . .:,u. 

--0• "' the -Siddur · / and Nfac.hzor, - be ab1'.=! to • -

n the choice of "all 01· nothing,'.' rabbis are very _criticfl _ of -tho~e few conduct the Kabbalat Shabbat and have app2al to reason, to_ our _Ort1!,odpx _-c;;t-

·.1a,ve ch(!sen -"nothing:'.' ,_ , , , :vb.o d_3 offi.ciat~ a,t suc!1 GEJre:r;11omes and a _ reading kno,vledge of parts of the • 1eag11es. PrngressIVe Jul'.!msm IB aeilicat­

:1e_Amencan scene most Orti1oaox fl•oni, Ltme. to; tim,e _severe deoate~ have B!bl!:) .; and __ selected classic _ Jewish _eci to the ultimate te.sk of p·reser.'.lrcg 

:. tiOJJ.S. and most Orthodox Jew.; erupLed ,w1thm ·,tile .RefQr_m movement •-1i~eralw:e _,, " , __ ,__ i , . Juciaism· and the Jew~sh people. We 'bz-

·-. ze the _validity and significance · oYer the· issue -of _ intermarriages. ·---.:; ·-_ L • • ,; ,' -'-·'-- - • d - - -- - - ·lleve that it is eE:sential. for Orthst1..~ 

:-ic·m Judaism. Reform-Con_serva- _- In.America, intermarriage . is ari in- Ipunersion ·~s !:~~ire for.1;>~~~,~~le _JudaiSJl..1 ·_to pi-o~p21~ and gww. ThHe-

thodmc" - rEJlations ~re generally creasing-ly common phenomenon. C&thoa _~o- fop.ale,_ conv1•~S and cu,c~r'--1;:,;~n _fore, we do no~ ao.dr~ss Olli' . ffic~3:5~ 

e:rized by cooperat10n anq -_col- lie and Protestant clergy regularly of- 18 r~q~nred f0 r !.l mal! boi\etts.:J ~\i to_ qrthodox J e:".~- Ra"her do w:. Cc.-...i': 

ion. , On .: the natiop.al _Jev~l-: the ficiate at inte1·.marriag13s; When a rabbi · c~nvezt mu,s ,.pa~~ ? t~;,td diaore at •; _to -tnt urn::orr..mICced~ to tho~ -~'_.G.Q ~b 

," Ue Council of Ame::_,rca IS the ojOfic;ntos he ·doos not . pretend that he Du: of __ thr,ee rabbis an mons r~c~ -not aLLend synsgogue or _ob::,er, e Jei.'­

/ganization for-the rabbinical and itp;rl;rming a~ valid Jewish • act; but . his . knowledg~ • .0! th,e above ·t matena. isli _rituals or _adhere, to the reE~ic,n,;; 

•gaticnal bodies of Orthodoxy, that he is in this instance;·, the re- -88 _wel! as lus :sm~ie commr ment J0 te!1ets of Judarsm. _ -~~ come to _Il,•:.,.~ 

vatisi?l • a~d Reform. ?,'he spirit 'prESentative· • of - the_ civH _: authori~y. t?,~ · faith · and • peo~!e !1 Is?'li· f ":; . ~,;nc have t~sted O,n:hoao;Y ,and re1ee~::' 

.iperation 1s reflecred m_ tlJ,e re- Neiilier _the' z:abbi nor _ _ the; couple m- cont~nd that the com;-r s_ 0 • e 1~u1 it, or t? U,o~e. '\-rno ,!1::i,,e _na,<! no , c::,· 

rotation of officers between the -vo-ived beli-eve that ,the ceremony makes rabbi~ are at l_east a:i v.ell / nfL J~ter_ tact_ w1ch_ Je,:1sh re,1g_,ou;:, lu:e _i:c ''~; 

movements. · -Oil. t!;i_e local leyel a Jew of the non-Jew. / { ( ; __ ·- ;,. , . prepared. than ,the <;_0 nver s O , 1 .~? _y.- ~ p,cllevE; tu~t o,ur ~~terj)i·etatm:::_f":, 

Jewish commuruty 9f _ any s_1ze . As for .the -~eform rabbis in Israel, dox rabb;~ to _<;_on1pr:h.~nf '-autl piac~.~e • :'J'u~m~~ enr~che': t~e live? .. , of Je~ .. ':l -

B_oard of J.:ta~bis ,a!ld a Jernsh they have adopt~d a , bi}lding po~ition a +ultJewis~}~e:, ",, "·,, '. •' C: _ · -- . .- .11;cu!catmg kn(!v,lectge~ fatn, _antf'";; 

,umty CQuncil m wmch represen- prohibiting marriage _ WJthou't • conver:-__ - •. 4s for Reform conversion ;n 1'..111-ez:1ca, Pu_se. •-In ~~e;:1c~ _ -:11~4 .e tuan tv.-.1~- . :-.: 

,;; of -all tl,lree. movements , work sion and w11en the Reform movement this "is no longer really ~n issue, -~mce mc;nJ -.J_e\\ s 1d~nb;~ . with non-Or.:.7 ~­
iJy side. Even o_n .religious mat- ,.,ill attain full riO'hts no·• such .. prob~ the revised Law of Return recogmzes, than "\'11th the _pnl1odox moveme1.n s... ~ 

there · .• is ~. col!aboration: - Re_form lem will arise. , '.· t _ <'t /;:; : - , __ . ;; ., ::' in effect,-the c~mversions performed by _t~~ non-OrJ.hoao,x mo~~ents ~..-e • -~?-
" will often ·refer COUJ?les to an :,_. ... _ __ ~.- -, * -* -* :/ • _,'. -:_:; \ .all m;m-prthodox rabbis ??road. How- fomg to oner tue_Je,i;__s _1~ Ifr::\ •':.'..,,? 

,dox ,BeiL Din -'for a divorce and - - • . ' · ;. 11 b ' ?Rei . abb" £Vel'- for the record it is . unportant _to _the _ movem0!1ts "·'.ill not .. a,.,tz .. c~ _ c.,.,,­

_1 dox rabbis will on- occasionsug:;;--:Convet'5Ions . p1;n°:mc~ .. ~ :Ye~-- - · ,0.~ r · _, Ill . kriow--the·- facts.- In .recent years_ f()rmal her en ts. If 'tne R~form -mo-.;ement ~ _a~ 

to pi'ospective co!1verts :that the_y ~d t-0 !15~','."~1.~t~~~~--~;~,::\;~:t_ ·;f c:;::;Y :-/: ;:~:classes for; converts hav~ be~n devel~p-- dilute~ -and --~eamn.~!~ss .a~ som,,e
0 

O!"'~ 

0 - a Reform rabbi. Reform rabbIB '1 ne FaftS. - : - - • , . - •. ,-:-- - ; , . ,r ec! in all the. major cities, where tne Ort!1oa(!X c11 .1cs afrl!m. ben ti!~ ~ v>_:-; 

been instrumental in gaining re- I HAvE never __ yet hea~d -~f a s1tua- - - l d ~ re uired is similiar to that ?f Medmat I~rael v.·1ll not ~e r.: ~i::-'":'::,:: 

tioz:i that · publ!c meals served by ■l■I 11.1111 _ . _ _ · , ,, . _ · . . 1%¥Wl . i3~£~~et tpr:.':"' re?.~ ~ 

.ew1sh community _should,bekosher -~o • ~ .. . _ .. _ _ • .·.for unately '. true Ufa ere , ar~ "a ... ew . ,at dec1s_1_onn1'~. th~,u.,dv~s-i ·· .-1, ,i. ,. 

l-"teform Jews contmue to support th~ proposed mai~iage. -If · the r_abbi Reform rabbis , whose cjemands upon Let the St..te of Israce!cn~~t:E'u, ~ L-'- ­

::idox yeshivot and day schools. re3ects the p~ospective_ ~onvert outright, a convert are minimal. These·· :rab:Jls St~te of. all 1he ·J'3'-Y.~- Let }t ~-e~,1~e -<.:':l 

America the acrimony and venom thc fOUple _ W!]l ma!rY~ in any case, _and a.re _the . ex~ep~ion and -n?t th~ r_~le. ~:~,p~t m _-- the po@~mn_ q_. ~-~"m~ ... ~ : 

-d forth against Reform Jews by a ano~-::er famuy will be 1 to th8 They are . cr1tic12ed by their colleaf;!.l~S . '?' ';.ic.;np-e::t ) 0-, a ... m.cno~t:v . ~iLe~.--~~ ; 

••arrow-minded per.,ons are muted :fowi.:,h pe_ople. "!n an ° where: no less -•; than ' by Orthodox . rabb1s. tion_ 01. J ud;-.s'"'"'. ~n d usm~ Its_ P{L ... "_::------

~-e general recognition - that the mte~marpage is con-_ Every . Orthodox rabbi who ha~ a:J-Y p;:,-,.,;e:;s to mv~iwate_ or, llilpv::e,}'· :--=-~· 

'\or ·solidarity takes· precedence Yers~on is pre~_ -real experience · and contact _ witn rne cond-cl&ss stc.t~s 01! • Gtn~r_ -leg"'&:-=-.:; 

differences iil interpre.tation of ~erv,m •• • . ·Reform movement knows .. that Refm'~ e~ressioI!s of Judaism. 

':rn. The - competitiveness which • m. ~·-....:•:.... ______________ "'."""_,_...;.:.--~~'.""'-~-:--:--:--~-------....,. 

°"" -~ ,= =:::=::~-~-:L~-:...-:.~:;;;.;'.'_.. .,. .... ~;;~., ! ·:e-,4:""':~-=- = • c..:•:.:•=·:..;:;;,;·-;.,;--=:.:liDl::::.-.,,a .... «a.---.;1,;;; .. -.. r-s"';5..,,, .. "" ... r.__· ...:-::.;'- -'----'~ ~ --_,__~, -·---'---"-__,,...;,;__-~-.:c' .c.- --...:·~:...._...:__;_~~~~~~~- -

- - · .,.._q C- :"\ ···a •• " 1 "l:'"' 0

\.- • • ,e r · - ··:--=:---= "-T _-_ - - - J. o:J \ l" J..._'C, \;Vr ,.,, _ -.;;, • - ~ ~ •- -

~~----~-~-=-----.~:_:;_.• .... : .. >_I~~'•• ~.:_-_-}._{_!'· ~-"_f ~riiP}~Jin_:::·_· t:.n,--~~!c~,~ilfoe,,!_,i_f .. ious nu fixed requi1·ements for study~, e~ch , te2.cher - ;;~ed..,-b;~---i~~~ef,s ~iiatbiiat;~----J ..... _... -- - - -· •J 

_ __ - .:. .: ~ --· -: .. ;_
5

0::, t!" _er~ C>J _...., .. - -~ - proceeding according to his o"'·n lig-hts; --.-t ~ ·_,__ .That some pr~actic2l thought- has f.nE!lly t~en 

e -<A" .;,(Iii} per.so..., -- , 5:.~- i;h~,;- - ;,,;version in th1.·s Gffie~lly, tile canrihlate m&y be · called upon to. gI'ie.!l this problem by the resDonsible aut-lw-r-itf;;s 

(-2,z~·~s , e ~ were suc~ss- kn,:1'.: t.ile fo!fowing: . tte fu11G.ament-als &1 J~wi5-iI ~ se~n in the attempt to_ set Up a free u!pan 

_,,g ,..,r peyiGu ·:..! ~~;~ f:n:;en tf:·;;g t hau ~,.fa :cu; e~-pressed rn the pra~ers ud blessmgs: __ ,fo:: _prosepccfr;e converts m J-erusale:m. For tioe 

-- o'< r fr.~.u::, • . - :- -:: .... ~ mr,uths of the Je-wish calendar; .the Jewish.-ru;-n- ".I- ·. morr:.ent the plan is- frozen because of _the diff~--

~::,-1~ I_ '.!'?) ~ • i.•., ~ot_,: rn,'"'.'_- :_~~ g r:-~~, _ fays~aetl _ t-heir .c~tsm~, wifh Pl:lrticul&r ettlJ.!~is _on . ,.,. · cclty for- can.-lidates_ in taking off the trio or tbrer:.. 

l'+=a..,;-- m SO,, - --etc!i~ '" " - "' ..... s ·gt\ en __ .he. '.""~&!Jll;tb.: , ~e.v.!sh ~ ~t~.r.: :''!? t~e, -~l"~. '?/!,t.imtiy_ ___ ,~ ~entl!s ~':W.-l~ _for . ·fuJI-;ime _ study. The Mimst_ry 

''.fa_:Jur p:_H,.tr is c~] "t ;" st-r:-;· ,:ifficfal PU,:UY• , ' _ ,, • _ ~ ••• .. -: . ,, ,, .,: • :: ·-, ~ f·-,.'f. .. , t' -!" _ ;s. now . llimKmg of eve1m:g courses but no ,actwn 

Po wa~ ilJ!l)£~o t ·1. ,lw;n • the W'e do _,not \Jew ~~nHr~on al!_ an_i.n!;~;t<;t\i!<.} nn~ :. has hen takrn. as yet. _ ... ,-- . -_:~ :2..'.{,_;\ 'C·// 

Conv rsion: eformrdbbi-states ·CflSe 
. . ' • . • .. ' . , , J. .. : • - • ' . - . • • . ' . • . . . 

-~ i6llcwing ha.s been- "Iirte:a by ~1cuox: .Rabtu;.ate, ~.but . rather_ th._e_~e- oi religion. Their s tated -pur~v!;e was Tlie Facts.· • : • _ -· • ·_ - • --

!=. ;;.ebi Nieh:u-d Illiich of Jernsaiem. s,re . t? keep . th;-. H~~c4
1
~ Uas_ their to unify the Jew1s~-~eu~1e . . -.R:1t- tl1t,,;~t lie-Uiiifeil - States :lhere are - .. n- -

..,...._~.,..., • -• spcc,a. presa-ve. _n.e n 'Or a _ mon for consequence of their,-: actmn v.-as to J p•·o· xima·el·· 6 000 000 J"""' O" •'•e:~0 

... - < a,.e"'"1u~·1•"\n" of ; t'nn "0 n;;'1le· d Pro-,-~ • - J... • ,_ L d •• "d th J . h 1 d . ~· L • l y ' ' v»~- .!. CL · -· 

t ~ • 4 

-~- , ~~ • - • •'-' ~ -~~ • • ·., _ ».Lt:.:,Slii~ ,::,-_aa;_•s~ ,rrn~ requeslo per_:_- 01v; _e _e_ ew1s r~~p.e anr to sm-caum. no more than three-fourths - -- to er.•: 

- •·,x,:1versfon crisis" . is a surprise i1,,::.s10n for _ !'.c; 1-aub1s 1n Israel to ot- to d1ssoh e -the coallbon government at mi1oion are Ort'no~o~ Je···s ~-.,.,d , ·-r.. s· 

__ ;- ,"<' •• •o a t -c-' no-wea'v T.i_ '~ a po 1· · • • ..,~ =~ . . t:• th t· . 1·.>- • • • -·· u .-,, .... --=-~~ '-"''·-

~ ~ =---.,,, c •• a<>C"\., .,. s "" - ·1c1ai:e a.(, .u.:.«rl'!age ceremomes a ~i::er e . very rme °\vnen ·soiiw,:nty l.S so tba1- n'·mber innlttdes .. man. v·ho r r , 

2::::-::~ • .l!Ot a re!igfous solut:.on. , the prospective couples have been duly e:,sential to the well-being c,f both the " "'·'; n, • 1; .,,,,. • • .;rt, .,__, <;;",,_ -

_ Ee;;;!' sirlee the debate ov,ecr ,-3, ·~o is registered at tl:m Rabbinate and certi- State_ and th-e people: , , . _0 
.• • , ~bl~ 1:0m:ne1~!YO" aLl.ihadted ,., !·?- ~:] f-J~: 

~ :[~--;f' the ·rabbinatei and. tf e _!-,5tt3.~nal fi~<l : for ma1Ti':ge in full conformance - • -000~. s:r~a..,~,':"~e cr an [Bai.y ;;'"') ,..~' 

:r-. ~:g,0u.s Party have lreen venement1yr w1tll Ha-J-ach~., 'f'ne r,Ge.r.emonv,.itsclf would To recognize 
0

religio~s ·acts p1rrer~m1 by· n~.~ dL. e ~CCO-din.,, to lhe 61.:. C~---

-- • R ~ - • - be - d - • .. c•• . , •• -- ~ F~·-., .~ " Reform r:i!Jhis would lead to ~ _ schlsm n,.,n mentc: · 

t.-:=,-f; .::.s~ng "e!.orm con\rers1on. perrormer aceo1.·cung to 1a1a~ua - ...... _· • - . -

-~d now, after mm1t-hs of slend•2r of with a Reform rabbi officiating and if within the J ewish 1ieo1,!e. ' The majority of Amol'ican J,::v;s s r • 

~-:iGr,,1 Judaism an<l its le2<lerS', they necessary, with witnesses appointed -by Th-g Facts._ :· _ _ • ,· :.·- . • · . : _, - -; not Ortho<los;. Reform and Conser,·r,t~·c" • 

t_,e--::f!lselves take a convert prepared by the Rabbinate. But this has been re- IN .America_ the reng1ous acts per- Ju<iaism. each has more than one mi 

2 Rtform Rabbi, ,d10 is married to a jected outright by the religious autho- formed by Reform and Conservative lion.· The ' majority of the n~emb-e 1" 

f:.lp~n, ";':ho lives at ,a kibb:~tz y:here rities; proof that not the Halacila, but rabbis far outnumbe!· those ~r-for:med leaders and professional- staffs of u­

F.<~tner Kashrut_ nor. S11al~bat, 1s ocserv- the Odhodo~ control of rabbinical fanc- by Orthodox rabbis. In additwn. many major national Je,•,;ish organizatk:· 

te!:. and convert her m a rlasn. , -· tions is the 1·cal issue which propels Jewi;;h couu1es. ai·e· mar·t:'-!2d by court compi'ising the . President's Conf1eETI1 .. 

'ihe ·contention of the Orthodox -es- tlJem. - - ,.. :. -- - . -: m2 o·istrates· crererailv non-Je•c- -, ;.., a foe body coordinating effoi-ts to gz : 

• • •• • t • ' • t' t "f ~1 e ' <> • • • •· ~, '--'• bl• S 

.,=: i;:,~01men nas cee1:i, ,ia 1 , 1e _con- - The fm·or n;,ised by the Seidmim case civil marriage ceremony. - "Divorce is pu_ ,lC support for the tate of I sr>c.,. 

:,,;~y~;_on of. Mrs .. _Seidm.an by _Rernrm demonstrates clearly the real motivation granted only. by a civil court and the a.re non-Orthodox. The bulk of fu!:r'" 

H:Wli$ was perm;t~ed to stand, ;t v:ould of the Orthedox _leadership. Accor·ding get of a · rabbinic -court •is ~.1Iy sup- contributed to the United Jewish A p:}c 

: ~_r,e. a~ a. precea:nt. ~ . so,_ ewes, P~t to all Jnterpr_et,atiO:iis, except the <;>rth.o- pkmentary,-and _volun_tary. '.fhe pr€yon- and to Israel bonds comes from .r:c: 

!-'--.e. rnm,ers1un. of Ars. ~e1dnian by t~e dox, tne reg1srrat10n of Mrs. Se1~,~an dcrance of •J ew1sh • drvorces · are never Orthodox J e\YS. On the. local-' le\'el t1 

~:;:-:.nodex r0;bbmate · serve as ~. r,rece- as a Jew :was n_ot f.o be · considered :a brought to ·a Rabbinical Beit Din, and majority of J ewish welfare and edi<G 

~-:.e~? Does 1~ P;Ot _ demonst!·at~ r.q..at the_ precedent. She was in a unique position, so, mos.t • ,k)Vish divor·ces are nafarhical- tional institutions .. are- - funded rs ;,. 

l ;.~~o;~ox-_ ranb1r:,ate ~f!J, /f, It• _is~~~;~- .h~vi!lg fi!e,d. her petitioii after · the ly .invalid. If one would add up _foe oucrated- bv ---and-- for non-Otthodc. 

L-~-_vn,iy concern~d, fmu l', a:<; 5 !)f fa.~ll!- Sna11t deCISlOil . and .before , the re-· number of Jsws who over the .genera~ Jews. -

!nc.2g the proce;;s of conversron, ~at vision of the Law of·_.Return. But the _ tions are the· progeny of marriages, _ To maintain that the J ~,~;s of Americ. 

!: -~~~- not p~a~e,, before. ~011':::~·t~ m- 1?1-bbinate >and th~ _majority of, the remarriages a1:d conVErsl_o~s not p_er- _ v.·ant the Orthodox ·Religious _Pnty ,_ 

~::: 1:'-;nle ~bsrnd":! and 1!l'~"'"!b,e _de: N.R.P ... haye seen m . the case an op- formed b~, -Or~hod_<?x .rab;m~ 2.ccorrn.ng h~ve a. mo~1opoly OVt;l' __ Je\y1sh n::i: 

E= tl,, • And does it no~ mmca,e tnaL portumty :fo erase tnat part of- the to the strictest Ortnodox mterpretatwn g10us hfe m _Israel 1s ludicrous, ,, 

~~-:..!\efor~- mov~~~ent ·m ~ Isr:~l_, as re,·ised L~w of P.e!urn which they nenir o! Halac.ha, on~ • would a~Tive at a v;ell as ~mtr\re. What is tru~, u~fortc: 
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½:iow~~ by the _facts: - • . . frrae!. And so, rncognizing that · both' not the result of any actions performed status on 1ion--Orthodox Jews. 

~";_ _<.'nief R-allbm::i.tc nnd _Hu¼ :Ss.t~ona] time and logic were against them, they by Reform or Conservat ive rabbis, but It is not enough for the R.;:,,hbin:'. 
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no • less . t!!an oy VL W.:Vul.'..>,, ·----­

Every Ort_l.J.odox r~bbi who has any 
raal ex_pone::.1.r.~ anu cDntact w1th the 
.Refo1·1a mowment kno;\-s that Refor·m 

l 
_L 



June 3, 1970 

Rabbi Alexander M, Schindler 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch (Israel) 

Al Vorspan 

Enclosed, the iterus you requested. 

Al Vorspan is coordinating the further effort which you 
requested. Wolf Kelman has already issued his release. 

Busy, busy -- but we•u survive, im yirtze hashe1i1! 

Keep well. 

P.S. Am meeting \\'ith Hank next week. 



6/3/7 

T : labbi lfou:r t'lekwtt 
Al v-c--,. 

r your fo tton.. read tbe cable 
vhich •• Milt to Gol :Mir on 1 28th, 
to la l>i olf bl a•• ae.c tary. 
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Rabbi Eisendrath called the attention of the Executive Committee to 
the ne~ development in Israel and the controversy that has been stirred up 
atten ~pon th ecent decision of the Supreme Court of Israel relative 

o is a Jew?". In the struggle over the Shalit case in Israel, the 

I 
Or dox communL~ mounted a vehement campaign to overturn the Israeli 

·- ett-r and to fasten the Orthodox definition of "Jew" upon the 
Knesset. Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch, who is the Director of the Religious 

1,1'-"' Action Center in Washington and greatly experienced in social action, is 
I,' 1 

1 in Israel on his leave of absence. He mobilized the Liberal Jewish com-
,V ~~ munity in Israel, utilizing the techniques of American-style lobbying and 
l 0 l

1
\ campaigning in the Knesset, in an extremely effective support for religious 

~ ifv liberty. The result of all these efforts was ad<:>ption of legislation which 

11~•V' ,[) was condemned by extremist Orthodox spokesmen because it recognized, for the 
V AA\ '\- first time, the legitimacy of non-Orthodox rabb~nic conversions in defining 

d \ "who is a Jew?". 

Rabbi Eisendrat~hen announced that Rabbi Ricnard Sternberger, pres­
ently Director of the ew Jersey Council, has been assigned as the new 
Director of the Mid-At antic Council, effective July 1. 

- 12 -



Rabbi Eisendrath complimented Mr. Morse on the exhibition of his ex­
ceedingly unique collection of historic Chinese art, which has been recently 
on display in San Francisco, and which will soon open at the Los Angeles 
County Museum. He said that he had attended the &Khibit when it was pre­
sented at the Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto ..afid could testify to the 
reception and response to it. He also c ted on the highly commendatory 
review of Mr. Morse's extraordinary exhi recent issue of THE SATURDAY 
REVIEW. 

Rabbi Eisendrath said that h was pleased to announce that Mrs. Joseph 
Harlam is desirous of some memo al to her late husband in this building, 
i n addition to the Betty and seph Harlam Camp in Pennsylvania which was 
established in their names a consequence of their very generous gift. 
She has very eagerly acce the idea of having our display windows on 
Fifth Avenue dedicated memory and has graciously made a gift of 
$40,000 for this purp Rabbi Eisendrath moved that the Executive 
Committee formally this gift, which motion was seconded and unani-
mously carried. 

- 11 -



April 23, 1970 

Dear Dick, 

Thank you so much for ending me a copy of the 

materials concerning Kf r Kassam and the Who Is ------
decision. It was thoughtful of you to send this along 

to me, and I found th materi 1 very helpful. 

Cordially, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi A.M. Shindler 

838 Fifth Ave. 

New Yorkt N.Y. 10021 

c/o Argov 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
70 Uziel Street 
Jerusalem, l•rael 
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IMIJEIMI (()) ~AN[)) lUIMI 
Date Februar 6 1970 -~~~--=..;"-=-..o-~.__;=...:......:;...__ 

From_-=-M=y~r~o=n:.-.::E~· --=S~c~h~o.::...::e~n'-------------

To Rabbi Schindler 

Copy for information of Rabbis Brickner, Eisendrath and Seltzer, and Al Vorspan 

Subject _____ A_r_a_b_-_ J_e_w_i_s_h __ D_ i _a_l_o_g_u_e _____________________ _ 

I want to heartily endorse the suggestion of Sandy Seltzer's 
that the staff of the UAHC discuss the implications of his 

memo of January 19, 1970. While the time I have spent in Israel 

has been quite limited (two weeks in December 1968 and two weeks 

in December 1969), there were several aspects that troubled me 

greatly. 

It is more than a month since my return from my visit with my 
son, who is studying at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, but 

there is one comment, among many, that he made that keeps running 

around in my mind. In one of our long and serious discussions on 

the role and relationship of Israel to the Jews of the diaspora, he 

declared, "But Pop, there are no Jews here, there are only Israelis!" 

I do not want to try to interpret this comment in this memo, but I 

think it is an integral part of the questions that Sandy raises. 

Going back a full year, I can still recall the shock both my wife 

and I experienced at the "official line" given us as part of a bus­

load of ordinary tourists by our Israeli guide, when viewing the 
scene in the Gaza Strip and on the Golan Heights. This, too, has 

religious implications which I would love to discuss without being 

considered "'anti-Israel." 

My family was in Dick Hirsch's home the day his article appeared 

in the Jerusalem Post and I wish I had a tape recording of the ex­

change that took place between my youngsters and Dick, not only in 

regard to his article but on other facets of the Israeli scene. 
Dick listened, but I am not quite sure that he understood the full 

import of the reactions of these American born Reform Jewish, college­

age kids. 

However, I must, at the same time, say that I, for one, agree with 



Rabbi Schindler -2- February 6, 1970 

Dick's statement that the political leaders of Israel seem 
to have a tremendous following in the American Jewish com­
munity. Further, that more and more in my travels and con­
tact with the leadership of our Reform congregations, I get 
the feeling that Israel and its survival are of prime impor­
tance to the vitality and strength of the American Jewish 
community. 

I am curious to hear from Sandy about the contacts between 
Arab-Israeli students on American campuses. The report I 
have from my daughter in Washington, D. C. (which has a large 
Arab population, student and otherwise), is of extreme hosti-
lity and no basis for dialogue. However, with the scene in the 
near East becoming daily one of greater retaliation to retaliation, 
we must certainly search for some way to keep the situation from 
deteriorating to the point where the only recourse is to arms. 

I sincerely hope that at the earliest possible date, the staff 
will have the opportunity for a full discussion of the situation. 

MES:mr 



/ 

.WCBS-TV 
CBS T levision Stations 
A Division of Columbia Broadcasting System, Inc. 
51 West 52 Street 
New York, New York 10019 
(212) 765-4321 

near Mrs. Weiner: 

APR2 41969 

Thank you for your interest in requesting a transcript of the news 
pie ce I did on the extra Y chromosome story. 

It's enclosed. 

Sin~ e ;y­

/Earl Ubell 
Sc ience Editor 

Mrs. Rae Weiner 
838 Fifth Avenue - Room 900 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

21 April 1969 

EU/jm 



Ube l l / Chromosome Murder - April 14, 1969 

Ubel l o / c John Farley was sick of mind and sick in each and every 
one of his body ' s cells when he killed a forty- nine -year-old 
Queens woman last August . His attorney , Marvyn Korberg , all 

but admitted that he did the killing . He told a jury that 
h is client ' s warped cells made him abnormal , and his warped 

mind made him believe he was killing his o"m mother. The 

✓ 

combination makes ,John Farley not guilty by reason of insanity , 
his attorney said . This is the first time such a defense 
was offered to a jury in an American Court . 

The unique legal and medical approach will assert that John 

had an extra chromosome in every cell of his body ... a 
~ 

chromosome that made him 6 feet 8 inches tall , that made 
him especially aggressive . 

Here ' s the chromosome story : his body--and yours too--is 
composed of organs-- heart , lungs , kidneys , and liver . Here , 
fo r example , i s his l i ver ... 

And the liver in turn is composed of microscopic cells - -bags 
of chemicals that carry on all living chemistry .. . every 

organ is compose d of cells . 

Thi s is a typical cell : the ordinary chemistry goes on in 
t his region : your muscle cells contract , .your brain cells 

f ire electricity , your liver cells create new chemi cals . 

!. 
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Ube l l / Chromo~ome Murder - April 14 , 1969 - 2 

Ubell o/c This i s the brain of the cell. It controls all the 

chemistry . And in the brain there are these rod- like object s , 

l ess than a ten-thousandth of an inch long- -these are chromosomes . 

The chromosomes contain all the i nstructions for the cells ' 

chemistry . You and I have 23 pairs, including a pair that 

determines bur maleness or femal eness ·.· 

Males have a small one called X Y, and a b ig one called X. 

Females have two XX ' s . John Farley has an extra Y chromosome . 

He i nherited it at b irth in s ome unknown way . And in the 

l ast year , scientists have found that many criminals have 

extra Y chromosomes ; thatextra chromosome changes the body 
~ 

chemistry ... makes the man more aggress ive : more likely to 

assault , more likely to rape , more likely to kill . 

John Farley has that killer chromosome . 

Earl Ubell - WCBS- TV News 



C.P. Snow Suggests Jews (Superior' 
By Lewis Grossberger 

New York-Physicist-novelist C. P. Snow sug­
gested yesterday that Jews may be genetically su­
perior, entering a scientific controversy heavily laden 
with emotional overtones: Is human development in­
fluenced more by heredity or environment? 

"Is there something in the Jewish gene pool which 
produces talent on quite a different scale from, say, 
the Anglo-Saxon gene pool?" Snow asked. "I am 
prepared to believe that it may be so. Take any test 
of achievement you like-in any branch of i;cience, 
mathematics, literature, music, public life," he said. 
"The Jewish performance has been not only dispro­
portionate, but almost ridiculously disproportionate." 
He made his remarks in a Founder's Day address at 
the New York School of Hebrew Union College­
Jewish Institute of Religion. 

Snow, the British lord noted for achievements in 
both science and letters, was cautious in his treatment 
of what has been called the nature vs. nurture ques­
tion, acknowledging that equalitarian Americans 
would probably not like a theory that one group 
might be superior to others because of its genes. Snow 
refused to be drawn into a discussion of the genetics 

of the Negro race or the controversial work of Arthur 
Jensen, a leading educational psychologist, who has 
argued that intelligence is determined largely by 
heredity and cannot be significantly changed by en­
vironment. 

What Snow did say was that Jews, through cen­
turies of inbreeding, may have produced an "undi­
luted gene pool" that led to "astonishing perfor­
mance" in "whatever kind of human excellence you 
examine." He conceded, however, that environment 
could be a strong factor in that performance. "The 
very obvious truth that a Jewish person starts with 
two strikes against him means that he will struggle 
through where others don't," he said. 

Snow argued that a theory of hereditary group 
superiority, if proven correct, need not lead to racism, 
but to a more effective use of the abilities of such 
groups. Geneticists and psychologists, largely divided 
on the group-superiority-inferiority question, have 
tended to treat it gingerly because of possible emo­
tional racial reactions and also because there is little 
scientific evidence on the subject. 

Thus, the recent publication in a Harvard Uni­
versity periodical of the Jensen study caused a stir 

in scientific circles. Jensen, a psychologist at the 
University of California at Berkeley, theorized that 
inborn genetic factors determine intelligence and that 
this accounts for the fact that Negroes average 15 
points below whites on intelligence quotient tests. 
Jensen added that recent tests indicated that children 
from Negro and other disadvantaged groups do 
poorly in abstract reasoning, but do well in rote 
learning and memory. 

Because heredity is more important than environ­
ment, Jensen reasoned, educational programs designed 
to raise the intelligence of disadvantaged children by 
enriching their cultural surroundings are mistakes. 
Instead, he said, if his theory is correct, "the next step 
will be to develop the techniques by which school 
learning can be most effectively achieved in accor­
dance with different patterns of ability." 

Jensen's treatise was praised by some scientists, 
but caused dismay for others, who felt that he had 
gone further than the evidence justified. Snow, asked 
about Jensen's writing yesterday, would say only= 
"The findings should not be dramatized until there is 
absolute scientific justification. I wish that Jensen 
had been a little more careful." 

Ray's Judge Is Dead; 
-~.esult 



THE NEW YORK TIMES, TUESDAY, APRI 

to come 
iO of the 
'ents at 
;_ More­
ers-New­
rhere the­
tion is 

ir Puerto 
only 98 
'ent body 

ved Rut-
1cist mo­
j that the 
the uni-

11icies "in­
lnation in 
and other 

: generally 
ired .high 

.t failure of 
'' he said, 
has no al-
1rs immedi­
step in and 
tivated stu­
jor cities to 
·.ndicaps of 
d secondary 

By PETEJ 
A Puerto' P 

who- was na1 
Lindsay as a 
the city's Car 
man .Rights t1 
day to have in 
political part) 
port of voters 
ground. 

Dr. Sergio~ 
old Bronx spe 
medicine ancf 
the New Prag, 
himself as p 
accepted by 
of State's ol 
to him date• 

His grm 
hopes to c 
designate r 
and other 1 

view, he 
have no 
members 
Mayor Lir 
choice. 

Move 
"The 11 

of Dr. Pe: 
lish a m 
spokesmo 
-yesterda, 
would ~ 
ment of 
that wis· 
didacy." 

The s· 

d, he recom­
lie Newark 
miversity be 
itgers and be 
1 independent 
as has been 
other educa-

quires a 
The New York Tim•• get 7,5( 

legislative re­
ungan report 
,tate Senator 

CALLS JEWS SUPERIOR: C. P. Snow, British author and 
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~c. P. SnoW Says You Have to ae J 
• I.: ··: upse.t" ov~r his suggestion •t ew1sn . inborn Jewish intelligence. Ht 

agreed that the theory was & By BARRY CUNNINGHAM 
o- Nothing succeeds like success 
: -except being born a Jew. 

That's the view of C. P . .Snow, 
_: statesman, novelist, scientist, 

philosopher and gentile. g "vVhy have the Jews been so 
11- successful?" Lord Snow asked < an audience· of Talmudic schol­
>= ars assembled at Hebrew Union < College to award him an honora-
~ ry doctorate . 
~ Snow suggested that, apart 
r- from their heritage -of persecu­
...,: tion and their cultural environ­
v, ment, the· Jewish people are 2· born with a creative intellect 
~ 
i:x: 
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superior to that or Anglo­
Sa.x--ons. 

A Different Scale 
"Is there something in the 

Jewish gene pool which pro­
duces talent on quite a differ­
ent scale from, say, the Anglo­
Saxon gene pool? I am pre­
pared to believe that may be 
so." 

The British peer described 
the "almost ridiculc+~s ;lropor­
tion" of Jewish n:i.mes on the 
ro,ter of Nobel Pr'r-.ze-·,iinners 
over the last quarter century, 
and added that the JeW13h peo­
ple's "inexplicably large con-

tribution to the world . . . has Snow glowered through owl- kind of "scientific Calvinism." • often roused tlm envy of less ish -spectacles and dismissed the Ought to Be Equal gifted persons." question as an impertinence. "Of course all people ought His theory of the genetically Lord Snow, shambling, bald, to be equal in creation," he said, Chosen People may have in-gratiated him with his audi- face congested, said, "All of us "but you've got to be extreme-ence, but reporters at a press like to believe that our fate is ly careful who you spend y<iur conference yesterday pressed entirely in our own hands. We tin1e giving a long education Snow for a fuller explanation . . think we ought to be able to to." 
\Vhat is a J ew? he was asked . . play the piano like Richter, Asked if he were specifically Lord Snow replied without hesi- broad-jump 29 feet, write 'War referring to disadvantaged tation: "Anyone w.ho thinks he and Peace,' or become a movie blacks and other minorities, is." star. We don't believe in any Lord Snow stressed that he Liberty to Succeecl predetermination. I don't like to wasn't taking "the , broad view" • . Then anyone who thinks he upset these cherished dreams." but talking about people who has the required gene pool is He conceded that "a lot of were going to make a different _n_iost likely to succeed ? people are going to be very contribution to the world." 
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April 17, 1969 

ll.abbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Sydney Groaa 

Myrna Pollak 

I think your idu for getting Snow to expand on hi• thaory 
vaa excellent. I paaaed it on to Myrna. l?oll.ak for follow-up . 

• 
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j Slomovit Chides ewspaper Co ll agu s For T c·r c ·o To Lor Snow's Thesi s 

.. J?ETROIT: ~pril 21 (JTA) -- The editor-publisher o an English-Jewish weekly published here has 

. criticized the editors of a number of other Jewish weel lies for rejecting a suggestion by the British 

author and physicist, C.P. Snow, that outstanct·ng J ewish achievement in many fields might be attributable 

to a superior genetic endowment. 

Philip Slomovitz, of the Detroit Jewish News, accepts Lord Snow's thesis as "truth." He chided 

its critics for being ''jittery" and "frightened by the gene pool compliments" and urged Lord Snow not 

to be "upset by the critics." According to Mr. Slomovitz, "If there is a disproportionate performance 

of Jewish superiority--as there undoubtedly is--it is the result of a challenge, of the need to overcome 

difficulties, of rising above the degradations to which our people have been subjected through the ages ... 

That is why the Jew rose above his environment. That's why the gene produced so well." 

Editors of English-Jev/ish weeklies published in Boston, Cleveland and Newark , N.J., however, saw 

in Lord Snow's theory the elements of a potentially dangerous doctrine of racial superiority which could 

make Jews complacent. They attributed the excellence of Jewish performance to ambition, hard work, 

closely lmit families and a tradition_ of learnilg. One editor maintained that t e "challenge- and-response" 

theory promulgated by the British historian Arnold Toynbe~ was a more likely explanation of Jewish 

achievement than Lord Snow's gene pool thesis . There is no scientific evidence that environmental fac­

tors aff ~ct human genes. 

ew Jersey S na e Gets Assembly-Passed s · II llowi g Pray r Or Si lent Me 'tation 

'TRENTON, N.J., April 21 (JTA) -- A bill allowing brief, daily silent prayer or meditation in New 

Jersey public schools was passed on to the Senate last week after winning almost unanimous approval 

in the State Assembly. The measure, which could constitute a challenge to the U.S. Supreme Court's 

interpretation of the Constitution's edict calling for separation of church and state is expected to face 

a veto by Gov. Richard J. Hughes if passed by the Senate . He vetoed a similar bill last year and its 

supporters failed by a narrow margin to over-ride it. The measure supported by 15 Democrats and 

44 Republicans provides for a period of meditation at the opening of every school day and would be 

mandatory if directed by the local school board and optional with each teacher in lieu of any school 

board directive. ~ 

National Counci I 01 Jewish Women Hears Preside t Comment On Youth, Black Anti - S • mi i m 

CHICAGO, April 21 (JTA) -- The National Council of Jewish Women opened its 28th biennial con­

vention here yesterday with an analysis of the disaffection of American youth and an assessment of 

Negro anti -Semitism. Mrs. Leonard H. Weiner, president of the 100,000-member organization, said 

in her keynote address that young people were dismayed by the gap between the image of America 

they grew up with and the realities they saw. 

" Many of our young people have grown up living the 'good life' portrayed in ads and on television 

screens," she said, "and as they have reached maturity and grasped the nature of the world as it is 

for the great majority of its inhabitants, they have been overwhelmed by dismay and disillusionment." 

Mrs. Weiner said that looking to their elders "they have seen avoidance or response so measured 

that it could be interpreted as indifference." 

Mrs. Weiner urged the Jewish community not to hold the entire Negro people responsible for the 

anti-Semitic manifestations of small groups of extremists. "We cannot expect black America to be 

free of anti-Semitism or any other human weakness," she said. She added, however, that it was the 

responsibility of black leaders to condemn irresponsible and anti-social behavior. The same position 

was taken by Judge Otto Kerner, chairman of the National Commission on ~ivil Dis.ord~rs (Ke~ner 

Commission), who was on hand to receive the John F. Kennedy Award for his contributions while serv-

ing on the Commission. 

ew Yorkers Wi II Pay Tribute To Da es For e cu·ng Jewish Community During War 

NEW YORK, April 21 (JTA) -- New York's academic community will ~ay tri~ute to the G?vern­

ment and people of Denmark here April 26 for the rescue of almost the entire Jewi_sh ~ommun:ty of . 

that country by their Danish fellow citizens . A program of music and dance featurmg international 

artists will mark the escape of Denmark's Jews to Sweden in 1943 after they were slated for d~porta­

tion to Nazi death camps. The event will be sponsored by Tribute to the Danes, Inc., n founcln.tlon 

which provides scholarships in Israel for Danish youth. 



c.J □ ACHIM PRINZ 

February 19, 1970 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear Alex: 

It was so good having seen you last night. 
the meeting was helpful. 

I hope 

I am writing you to impress upon you the great im­
portance of a meeting with Golda Meir, not merely in terms 
of religious freedom and all the rest of it, but in very 
concrete terms of political concerns. This should include 
some of the points which I made last night. 

There is a story in the paper today that Israel has 
suggested some plan for the solution of the refugee problem. 
Nevertheless, all this should be discussed. But the most 
important point to be made is that you are under the im­
pression that the government of Is rael does not always 
understand the issues which are paramount to American Jews 
and other Jews in the world. However, I would stress 
American Jewry. I would tell her in no uncertain terms 
that we sometimes feel the government shows little sen­
sitivity to the problems which beset us, that they do not 
understand or realize the extent of their alienation which 
can only be aggravated by Israel's political attitudes. 

I would in this discussion mention concrete problems 
such as the Presidents Conference taking orders from the 
Embassy, and that by doing so, becoming politically use­
less. This conversation will be senseless unless it is 
completely frank, and even brutally frank. You are, after 
all, free agents and do not aspire to any position in the 
Israel cabinet . Therefore you can speak with the utmost 
frankness and honesty. It would be catastrophic if the 
Central Conference would have a convention and indicate 
that its only concerns are with religious and cultural mat­
ters. Such esoteric stance is no longer possible or help­
ful. • 



.. 
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I hope you will discuss it with your people and, 
if you wish, you can convey it t o them in my name . 

©i.ve my love t o your wife who in my mind is identi­
fied with wild strawberries and a good Sancerre, prefer­
ably v intage 1959, 

With all good wishes, I am 

Yours, 

• 



March 13, 1970 

Dear Dick, 

Just a note to let you know how nice it waa to be with you -- and 
to be in Israel, of course. You covered yourself with glory these 
past weeks, and we basked i n thia reflection. -
A favor, if you can: Wal the Kafr Ka1sem (1958) decision ever 
published? If so, would it be possible for you to obtain a copy 
for me (preferably in Englieh)? I notice that the Jerusalem Post 
adve~tised ita intention to issue a special aupplement on the 
"Who is a Jew?" case; perhapa a similar supplement was releaaed 
on Jtafr KaBBem in 1958 (for that matter, if the "Jew" aupplement 
ia interesting, be good enough to send it to me as well. I real~y 
hate to i mpose on you for this, but I will le beholden to you / 
for this if you can help me here. Maybe it can be done through · 
your secretary. 

Heartfelt thanks for all your helpfulness and for your friendship. 

Love to Bella and the kids . 

c/o Argov 

As ever. 

Alexander M. Schindler 

f 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
70 Uziel Street 
Jerusalem, Iarael 

----

\ 

\ 



_ ey ; ca·n ' __ 

Js. -·:: '-•.0 .0, - -r---=--· - ~-'-'~~ ""------ •.,"· •- nc .,mess1amcmot1-. • ... • ._ -.- •c 1 _ : ce -~ortmg-theirproperfunc- ·• . -
~lfa. t the ifovelopments~hfoh :'\•7frt~ :Etf,cn~··4-iliW.u:'.l~di11g··' ·Anierica -has .' -b•en'; xdenti_ficatio~ ·_wi~~1 ... }l.1e _- pe~ple : and '·jm:l,b:. ' tfon- ilr .Isra~H society. At th'e present r:ite . •• 
~ct fund a mentaL a;;;;umritih,;-r c D,-,:; crlppled:-· Scrnetim'es .•J:n· the-:future ' 'Am.,ei·_- l:1~ 0f-~t,ael -- • .. •• ·"'. -~t,:·:~fl!,_{·' ~.,:,, ~,.\~~·:-<' onlx ·" s:malf pcrcen.tao-e ·of .American J e,v~ , • • 

. ,.. l; ....,....,__ ~ ,.,~ _ -.. ~- • , • , ,.._, • J .. -'. J ' • .,,.l,:, ~ 1 :febf )" " •~f\",. ""i"'";~~.t~ ,,.-z'i~ ,._\ ',!~ 1 L <> • 

e.r1c:n1 Jewish life? ... 1f.· - ..:; ·..c ,:,. .::~y:a· may: recover from the damage ' to 1(8':" Rowever; , the .fundamental questfon con-~- wul"!--'be . a e "lo take a1hra'nt-aze----ef t-he -.-,..:...::.:., ::-- - -
L -:,:.,•-~ • :· ;_:-.:.~, =-~~::-~:: :t ~:.:rJ.lige;.c, ln:t. i:V J.s/ highly questionable . fr?pting lhe· _hyo. com.mun'ii:ies, h · .not v.:fiat'~ limited ~ifa~es ~,,affable. The . ~e~an_d ls al- ·,: ~ ·"' -

:rst : The ~•onHuu· 
0

• • _ ,.;. ·,.t -:.- L •.:c' "_--.:c~n __ ~_g ;'!-Q._.:.m~._t.q.e_ firs_t years of t_he., ~1~ happen m the 197qs, but: what.- 40 '."'e_'f r ~ady_g-1:eater than the ~~eni_ngs. • :~:, "- ,,_, -
. 

2 

· . c . . -- ~- : llll5' .nnf'.~c ;,-_ 19 ,1 0".:> ·::,.·._:••;: :· :F-·" · ~1.-,'.-, ·.,_,-:,.~,;. . t":i_-~•;;,;,i w~nt, t~ happen?- And ,1vhat._we ·_wan.t _ ~~- ~: ._W.lu~~ is. xequired ls ·a . radical new ap- '_ • ,._ 
. O.t the SLY. Dav·lvar .· - . Jev.,-, ... re bound to be affected by the . haJ?pen i~ dep~ndent _up~n t_he ·_ ph1losopl11c __ pro_acti, ;t er~sh •• program, ~he creatiqn··of • 

. ,• ;(.· , .':.: ·,___ •. , .. ,. .. ~ t·.,. ~:1rr_ent mood. If the .U.S. has Iosf-its pas- . attitude~ -~r l~~_?log1~~l,,-fon:n11~n?,e~ts _: ~L new lns~itutions, eithet: indeP.~rident or 1·e~·:~ •• 
ime t ad duE,•u the-memo-r:).: oft he post:·. ?1on !o ·.1:~alize ~,t~e .A.merican dream, if 1t - 1~3:de~~!1l~:,; --:.:0:-';fi~,;_: :,:~1f!: .;;:;.f::~"i;~.;";.., :_?.' ~ la,ted ~o.: e,µsting in~titutions.., _'~y~ich : will': -• 
>~~,;;, : geners t :on;·:The Six Day war 11> not mu.eed tne land .. of,-.the :tree· and : ·~ For }t~ 1part, America!:!- J'e,vish leade-rship. se~·ve as -.aeademi,c ce~tres of high standard·':· · 
1m:, tically n ,;fred the poignancy of the - the h:me ?! _the brave", t_heri wherein dcies .~·will_ h_av:e. to··shift'its m:a:qce: _and recognize:-for tens of-thousands ,of _J ewish youth from ''. 
M:;1ust and reminded· ,· Jews" that: ·t1

1
e .. A~uenca · wfte.r. fro1n" .. all '.· o~her societies? , that Israel i~ the prpn~ instrµinentality for_'. ap1'oact.and_\vh_ich will prov id~ ·opportunit'ies'' 

ft) r powi.'rs would lievei;- jl"!opardize their History has demonstrated,.that Jews thrive.: th~ _pr.eserv~tion: and p•ei·petuation of J,uda• ' for endchec! experiences. in Jewish. living, ' 
lt~ nP..tior;a! interests~ foF the sake of a b~s/ un_d_~~- conditions. of- economic. and so- -: Isip · and ·· thEf.'Je\\'.isli' .People,' and · that . iti-· Th~. same resources · which American' ;rews·'. 
,:1r -~ower, let alone for the sake .. of cia. st 1:?1i,ty, ~ut if Amer{ca i~ buf!:eted be- ,·cl·!tdes American:· Juda:ism ·ancZ ·the Ani~r-i- have Iriade ·av.ailable _to build .housing for 
·;sh mterests. 'l'he fellow _ .A.merlcans tween tne radicals of the right and the left • can Jeio. It is _not essential ·for American new imn1igrants to Israel • or for Israeli 
~ whom Jews ha,·_e n1ost in_ common. on t h.en _ ls '.-here not a danger. ·thaf the· J e,; - Je.ws to_._ adopt''_the terri1inology of classic·: academic institutions v,ilf be -readily maae 
the major issues confronting Americ:fa will agam assum.e ... his . traditional role •·of'- Zionism. •:If µie :·description _ of Aincfrlcan available ·to preserve ·an<;} · intensify the 
:ety, the liberals in both politics aiitl re• ~cap~~:oat, the .vicarious ~tonemen~ for the . Je\vry . as a. ,.Gola ' is unaeceptab~e because • Jewishness of th0ir own sor;is and daughters. -
In, a.re for t he most part either oopo- mab:'lty of a_ society ·to _ resolv~ 'its _. ov.'-n -. to 'sonie _it _ c_oruidtc's • an , oppressed or : in-" A_nd the consequences for Aliya and . the 
t s or in.different . to the I sraeli cau.~e. prohi€Ji1S? .• .' -- ~., ' ·: •. ; .• ~:;;.c:,,~" c; ,(; 'j . ' '.-' ~-.• ,;L fer for. minority,· -llien let"· American Jewry . establishment of : closer. ' ties • between • the 
' "Zionisri1" ,,f Aniericarl. J!';WS is now· a - ·: 0'.'W' . •·"e :'. ~enf•ir'~ / ·: tb~ ,- J·.f,-. :'h 0 :1-:_.~{-'< come·· to'' Jerirt.~ ·positively with the centra- . two communities are manifest. ... , ': .;· < • .. 
~i:e fac~r i1;-}heir s_oc\ei:f. Because it velop,:id . ~;i ·a1 ie;gy'-t~ : s;'ciet~i'.'' in~i:ur!:-dit:y of: I~racl. :J1;1st a~. it is no d~precation • .. A driv~ for edticating diaspora Jews in: 
_;ii,,,~~s _ t ,,~ d:,n ~r~nces ratner than .the_ moil, .. and tile ·1ast decade saw: · the . s·en~' o.f .. the Cmcinnat.i __ Je~~Sh,c?mmumty. to_ s~.y_, Israel is only one of the rimltl-faceted pros 
ilat~1_Le-sr.or: C;1r:~tlans_ '.'-11d J ews, it_ ·b:as sitivi.tie~ of __ .the Jew - reac'tivated:~ The" !ha\ t~e c?~tre.; ·,?f.: -~rr-e.ncan_ Jew1sl1, l!fe, grainme';nvhich l'nust beundei'taken in .. the .. 
)m~. a 1,v.ne_,_oc cu,1~e~t10n between_ C11n s- a 11 er gy . w·as - :manifested -· not ' 'on .. l • I~ New .Yorl~,. so· 1t .sl,ould _be;_no ,- d~pr1?CJa• - '70s. The'.. Jews of Amer-le"' must .. iearn · to 
L and J<·\\'I'-'h rclt

0
"ot·~ le"der •·h'p n d . . . J . ' . . • . • • • y tion of 'American Jewry to l'CCO"'nlze that .. -.. ;: >. - ·.;· ,"'1 :-~ ,,-· ,:" .. '. ':n m rne e,,, s11 r"act:on to specific ' Jewish · . • ___ · .· , -•·-_; .. : -.. ""· .: • .. relateto·Israelas.anip,tegralpartoftheir : 

. be_--?; t._.1c_ punc facto1 •~ slie a1mmutwn concr:rn;;, such as indications of increasin.,. t~e.: cent;e· ~f · f.;~11~h_ 1! fe _ is Isi;;,el. •• life-being. And the Jev>'s of Israei must so ·· 
n t t.• l , el1 c, 'OU...: 7)1 '(_)(Y'1~ar· ,.,, r ........ _,)" j.. ! s . . . . . b • - - .... • • ,., • ~ ·-· • ••• • ,._ - ~-• • • <> " - 1 · 0 • ll, , ,,.,.,,. an, ,: ·em1c1s m amor:;g _ blacks or ~nti-Israel .. • Similarly, it is no dep1;ecation of the sy- crder ·· t11e priorities of the State that it 
:Or the moment Americans left of cen- scnt:i!1~~t a mong ·t11e New Left, but in the nag·og.ue to re_cognl:,e ·_ tha.t for i-iiany J_ews ,become~ a great campus of Jewish life 
~n" uni ted in an all-out anti-Vietnam trcpwauons concerning the threat to tra- · identification with the State of .Israel 7,000 :.and leRrning; serving the needs . of the eu- -
tpa ;gn. A m:1 j cr ques,ion of the '70s J ; tional _ Artiel'ican liberties . in • general. .. miles ii.way _ is. a : moi'e tangible , expression 'tire .J'e\vlsll People. :··May Zion rejoice as' 

be what will happen to the anti-war, Thus, ctesp_ite all_ the ouhvard signs_·_of of Judaism •than is .the synagogue around her children arc restored to her in joy,") 
-establi1;hment forces once ·Amel'Ica ha s ~ucce.,~ an~t prosperity, th.e .. ·Anier1can· Jew· the corner: ·: !J.'he -.. emotional. - response of u.alJbl Uirsch i_s Director of ti,; Religion~ -
.ed off the ·field of its Asian debacle.-- 1:- - 19 iO 1s . less . secure • psychologically·: Amcha nas often been a 'n':ore accurate •··:'Aetion Centre_· of · the Unio·n : .of American,:' 
l they focus .their highly sensitive cri- tnan he was in 196l)._. '·,,_·~.;_,_; ........ • .. -.. ·~' .. _-:·.:a,_:_, b_aromete'-'. .. ·o .. f - .fe,wish.,.vest .. edi .nteres_t than -'·: , Ucbrew--C-0ugr;;gation--lln'1 . Chair)Jlan of..l

h
e l l - · , · " · •. ·~.i-Isracl .. Conunittce of tl,e \Vorld t;nion for 

.. ens on domestic policy, as they now . . · . ",·, ·: · · . , :.-,.·_.,, •• .. : .. . : ,:,/ .. ''·_:,: .. ,·•_.tne .. · ratioci'natioris • of ... :Jewish 'ir!tellectuals '. ·\ rrogressi.-.e Judal6m: He is . now .. in · I§r11el, 
:i-re, or will they,_ for a_ ~ariety. of i·ea- Thircl: The evolutio11 of tii(t'.:::' and ?rganjzational ·1eade1:si~ip; --· 1:1.nd_ Ame- ' .. on a sal,batic"l year; '.J ·'· '.' ,.,, , : . •. / 

,, - not the least .. of wn1ch bemg .. the · , _ - - - · . .. . · • -- , - .... ,· - .... •• ... , .. .. .. • .. • - .. • .... ' • •• • -
,ple:=ity ~nd insolu!Jilit1 ~f America's State of Israel as tbe political - ~ ' - ,. • ·, •• 
testic pronlems, m:untam · tne attack on .. • • .. .. • .. • • PRO"PECTl·~ ffE. s LF~fl - OLii.iA J • 
~ricon foreign policy? And if the la tter and cultural centre· of ' .. .. -~ .. • . § • t:H~ - . - • Ii i • 
tile case, wiil they not find a ready t~ J- .• .. •. • - - - _f.!J 

:c t &.rget in the government's policy of ne e'\H .. Sh people 
~ r t of IsraC:., a policy "which alienr,t-:s r • 
Thir<l Woi·lci and militates' a2"ainst ::!, In 1970 Is rael is •'w},ere the • (Jewish) 

[U'OChement \', ith Russia?" - :.,,ction is." The most influential leaders of • • Purchase of all duty-free ivpHanees (local and foreign) : 
. . l tl·,c, t the J ewisll .. People ·are the political lerdcrs . ' -. - , .. ": .. E·'LE·C·T''HC." .. L . • .. .. I'PL-• .. / \.,_1'-·cE,;!. -.·. C, _a ""· s - FUR--Nl'"Uffi .. E, 
~
1
ou tu. ..... unfortunate develournent ~ .a\;1. .t.'k a .u .... .i..'\ ;..:, t.1.. u . - ..1. ·"' 

- . . • cf the State of Israel. The leaders of na- • ,e . to pass, u1e pattern of hi;;;torv ma v - - _ 9 .. ,., tl • '· I ' • • • • • .. - .. • ·' • • , • . . . · • tional American J ewish · or.i:ranlzations are · £Nery .. m1g c e•aret1 b.Y us and deli·rered to your hom,~ a1P,-i-vllere in tlui countr-r. •• , .. 
, n ,r,eac 1t se, 1. and Jews mo,y find that - - ., ., r · J • 

1 
.. unlmown to most American Jews. The visit . .. ·x : • o Insm'"l llce .. ' .. • • ' C\\ .. lS 1nes.-; becon1cs ·an cbstacle to .. t ' , - • ...., ~- - - ·._ • •• • • -• ,,.._ ·, • • :

1
1 ,. .J j -~::: ··: • 

..-:ausc. Thos" v:ho want to remain Jlws· ot ne Prime Minister of I srael lo the U.S. • ·~ .. • • -!· :- .. F'or further information and ordets please apply to: · • • ., • , • 1 : .. - ·{ 

e}ther r enh:ffe themselves or be 
1
:ead beco'.11_0s : a triumph because · she represents '-

1 B G ft 
O t the movemrnt. .. . not _ JU St a foreign state, but all .Tews, and •• ~ cr:~1rp,1. l· t'r~uirrs LT fii' " ·, .. ,, ... .. •• ~ 

Ameriea's -Jews bask 111' r e:fl:eded glory. ·•: •· .. Ii . li ~!,H.11¥.J ~!.iift vln Hut i u •• ·.:. :.-Vi.!', 

,iould thoy;e f,) reboding-s prove unwar- It -is the Government of Israel and not ·the , -.f · ,· . · , ' 
,ed, Jews stiil may- -find themsc·lves' American Jewish comfriunity Which takes . Jl'JltUSAL:tJllI:. ,TEL. AVIV: ,. ·. ;:; t : HJH.l?A: - ; ....... _, ·-,,· -
~,i inexorably toward closed identifica- tilelead in dealing .with the p:roblems of · .... 1.18 M.axob Uen Ba:rueb · ; •• :' .. , Sim..1-0m Tower 53. R~hov ·Hameglni.m, ..-

with IsraeL 'The constant effort re- Jews outside. Israel · ani· t!ie · U.S.: Whether '' ~-! (continuation of 1 Re-. ' i: 18th floor, '• ;; .. :- " , ,:, ; ,'.., •• _ R-assco Bldg. _, .... '::. 
ed to wh1. 0 1· maintain the support of _ .. it b .. c in thc .forurn of th .. e United r~·ations or · '·.: • ho". Shamai), Tel. 28580.' :.: •• :TeL. 58810 • ., _., •• ,, ., ·;..,> _3rd_ ._fl?9r, Tet 53722L ·'-
,;ovemnwnt .. , the press, :md the public, ill the inte·mational councilrf of J'.e\yry;. ~1' is .~-- ~1 .. ~ ""1il\:I 

. ~ -· . • • 

-': .. . 



February 9, 1970 

Rab)i Ale:<ander rt. Schindler 

Rabbi Jack Spiro; Abraham Segal 

At 4:00 P.M. Mr. Nabon , en Israeli speaker, will be 
meeting with in my office. 

If you re free, t would like very much for you to 
jo nu at that time . Thi is no co nd -- just 

point of inform tion for you ind if you can make 
it 1 it would nice to have yo . 

• 



Telephoned ~ Please re~~ the. c_all 

Mess~_ge: . . :;f( / 'ii..llt. 
_,,4 I, , ~ ,.-:;z 

1/1/ 
Phone: ______ Date ___ J'l_ -__ Time 



EMBASSY OF ISRAEL ?Niet' n,,,-,Jl 
WASHINGTON 

January 14, 1970 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alexander, 

JHlll'ttti 

Many thanks for your letter of December 15. 

Best personal regards. 

/ 

A: Avidar 
Minister of Information 

AA:rjk 



January 6, 1970 

?he P.on. Avraham Avidar, Minister 
I rael Emb.a .. sy 
1621 22nd Street orthwest 
'Washington, D.C. 20003 

Dear Avraham, 

You may be interested in reading the enclosed 
Call to Action bulletin. 

All good wishes. 

Cordially, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
Encl. 

• 



, 

EMBASSY OF ISRAEL 

WASHINGTON, D. C. D 

December 23, 1969 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alexander: 

t,xiID" J"l1i"i)W 
,, ~:\)''tV1 

.. 
)£(.JQ I 

: 
.... ___ ... 
--

Thank you for forwarding to me the copies of the 
statements on Vietnam which I had requested. 

I was most pleased to make your personal acquain­
tance, and I am looking forward to deepening our friend­
ship. Best regards. 

AA:rjk 

Sincerely yours ,
1 

( t'"7rt. &.. " 

A. Avidar 
Minister of Information 

' 

/0 
) j& 



December 11, 1969 

T:-ie Hon. Avraham Avidar, Minister /4--:J /J . . ~ l, {;:-,._;,.,._t.,"\.. 
Israel Eillbassy !) J '.// 
1621 22nd Street Northwest 
Washington, D.C. 20008 

Dear A-vraham., 

Enclose , the requested .copies oE 01..tr rece.1t stat~ments on 
iet ..... They will \..ndot.btedly be of interest to you. 

I .found your visit tht ,nor inf, ery h peful, and I hope 
that it will oe only the beginning of not infrequent 
meetings which can only lead to a better understanding -­
certainly on my part. 

All the very best to you individually and to us all 
collectively. 

Chag Sooeach! 

Cordially, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encl. 

• 







Meir's letter to ·Nixon 
r~ouses controversy ! . 

a 
The Jerusalem Post ·lw.s r eceived a nwm­
ve·i· of letters j;·om r eaclers wh o feel 
.strangl.y abottt Rfrs. Golda _it{eir's lette1· 
cot1.grat-l!lating President N ixon on h is 
-:r·ecent speech on A:-merican V.ietnmn po­
licy. One s-uch letter, in a crit-ical vein, 
'Wa 7mblished -in our Readers' L etters 
coltimn recently; here are extrac ts fnnn 
ot.hei·s, i ncludi.ng on e su.p2wrting the Prime 
Jtfin-ist:e1'. 

' - A N ira te reader in H aifa, MR. PAUL 
~ P AI:'I ER, thin.ks that we a re 

m ixing with tlie wrong people when we 
1wnd lette•r s of encouragement to P re­
siden t K f:-:011: "The people of the Viet­
cong a1·e in ;.,he same position as we in 
I srael. fighting for their very existence, 

11,"<ld ing t heir blood to prot ec t the lives 
or their fam ili es. There is no moral, 
huma n or physical separation . between 
the majority of the Vietnam,ese people 
st ruggling fo r thei r fr eedom and the 
.people of I srael. \Ve should fu ily sy m­
-;pathise w ith them, or at lea.st no t pub­
licly show our affiliation with American 
ai~-gress ion. 

"Millions of people in America and 
throughout t he world are protesting 
against the \\·ar in Vietnam... thundering 
a demand for a stop to the needless 
Jrilling. I'm afr fd the lE tter to President 
N ixon crea tes and will create r esent ment 
against Israel's policies. Millions of the 
~emonstrators against t he Vietna1n wa r 
will ask themselves how it is possible 
for I srael, strngg!in,g for her existence, 
l.o send a letter of praise to P tesident 
l'<i ixon." 

A J erusalem resi ent, JUDITH S. 
R OSENFELD, finds it "shocking to lea rn 
that Mrs. Golda .M:eh, finds Mr. N ixon's 
speech 'm aning fu'i• " a.nd derives en­
e uragement ... or I srael's futu re in any 
f acet of American commitment in Viet ­
nam... I sincerely hope that I si-ael never 
finds herself allied with any nation in 
sµ ch a senseless and a trocious venture 
a ,9 the war in Vietnam." 

MR. WILLIAM FREEDMAN left Amer­
ica last Sentember in order to avoid, 
a mong othei: th ings, arguments about 
Vietnam, h e writes from H aifa. I srnelis' 
lacck of kn owledge a bout the cau.ses of 
that wa.r , however, force him to r ejoin 
t-he fray: "Mrs. :M:elr 's j ustification of the 
lette1· on the grounds tha t rn Vietnam 
the O.S. has set out to preserve the 
rights of small nat ions, of which Israel 
l9 one, is not only a n inaccura te analogy 
tut damaging to I srael's cause. 

"According to Pa.ragra.ph 6 of th e 
F inal Declara tion of Geneva, an agree­
ment the Gnited States refused to sign 
out pledg ed itself never t o disrupt, 'the 
military demarcation· l ine (between what 
a re now Nor th and South Vietnam) is 
p rovisional and should not in any way 
'Ile interprtted as constituting a political 
or territorial .. boundary.' ·-Paragraph 7 
EJta t es that 'general elections shall be 
l!.eld ( throughout ail of Vietnam, not 
merely in the South) in J uly, 1956, under 
t.he supe-rvision of an. international com­
mission.' It is now co1nmonly acknow­
ledged - I do.ubt that even Dean Rusk 
or ex 0 P resident J ohnson would deny it 
- that i t ,wa s the then President of 
South Vietnam, Ng-0 Dinh Diem., who, 
cer ta in of defeat and with encourage­
m ent from the U.S., r efused to permit 
these elections to be held or even to 
part icipate int.he consultative conferences 
.scheduled to precede them. 

"In shor t , it has been United States 
1 ol!cy since at least 1956 not to pre---

serve a small nation, but, contrary to in- VI 
tern.ational agree·men.t and its own pl~dge, 1' 
to carve a small nation out of a larger ft 
one, not by election but by force, and d. 
c.ontrary to the a pparent will . pf the p. 
majority of its people." I 

MR. E'LIEZER AKABAS, Assistant to i 
the Treasurer of the J ewish Agency, 
sees thingis somewhat differently: ' 'Those 
criticizing Mrs. Golda Meir's step do not 
go into the heart of the matter and 
have not until now perceived the link. 
between Vietnam and the Middle East 
- particularHy the State of I srael. The 
military defeat and t he politicaJ surrend-
er of the U.S. in Vietnam would doubt~ 
lessly s trengthen the enemies of Isr ael. 
The U.S.S.R. a nd the Arab countr ies will 
detect in it a wea kness and the signal 
to continue thei·r taking hold of still 
other countries in the Far and Near 
East. 

"Our position in this political and 
m ilitary whirlpoql is clear, and we must 
not keep silent in the face of the open 
a nd brazen aggression of our enemies 
plotting to dest roy us as a people and 
to erase our state from t h,e map of the 
g lobe. I do not - and am sure that 
most of my fellow citize.ns feel like 
me - share the complacency .of the 
J ewish 'liberals' in the U.S. and wher­
ever they are concerning th is acute prob­
lem torturing our souls and endanger ­
ing our very existence here." 

DA'VID STEIN of Berkeley, California, 
who· says that he is a candidate for 
I s raeli citizenship as soon as he finishes 
his studies, is ''outraged" over the P rime 
Min is ter's letter: ' 'I wish to protest 
vehemently the capitula tion to t he Pre­
sident of the United States. I srael can­
not survive if she a.!igns herself with 
the most clearly reactionary act ions of 
the super-powers, even if the short-range 
a im is greater military security. .. T his 
action will not gain I srael any good-will 
£ram American J'ewish youth, all of whom 
are opposed to American economic im­
perialism and its military counterpart in 
South-East Asia... 'He who chooses the s 
lesser of two evils forgets that he has 
chosen evil'.'' lJ 

• 



MBI&'S Ll'l'Tlll TO NlXON a.was CClffl.OYUSY 

._11 J uc:(.h')r:.1 I'ost hus ,·r cf.·, 1•r·u ,; 

vcr of dLC1s from readers who fed 
~trongly abo-ut ,lfrs. Golda 3lei·r's lci'tcr 
f'<m!]rdnlat;r.g President Nio.;on on his 
7Cc-:11t speech on Ame1·,can Victmon po­
'iicy . 011c 11Hch let t e,·, in a critical vein, 
1f'os 7mi,l·i1;hcd in Oiff Rca<lcrs' Lr,Ur,rs 
coln-mn recently ; here are e~:trctcts .(ro-m 
,otl1ers, includi1 !J one su.pvorting the Prime 
J.li i,;·i.st 61'. • • 

• ~ N il'.:t'.e reader ~n Haifa, :MR. PAUL 
..t\l PA.ISNER, , t!unlts that we arc 
;mi:-:ing with U10 wrnng people when we 

-.s~nd l-~tters of cncourngernent to P1·e­
.~id<'nt X fxo n: ''The people of the Vict­
<:0116 an< in the same position as we in 
lm.·ai:>l , f ighting for their vc-r-y existence, 
,.~-;:Ji,;ng tileii.• blood to protect the live:. 
vr the\1• families. Tl ere is no moral, 
hum~m or pi1ysical separation . between 
'<lie majo,•ity of the Vietnamese people 
strugg·Jing fut• their freedom and the 

. people of Israel. \Ve should fuily sym­
:,:,athise with them , 01· at least not pub­
licly 8how our affiliation with American 
&~?rcssion. 

"~1.illions of • people in America and 
111roughout the wol'ld • are protesting 
against tile war in Vietnam .. . th:mdering 
a demand for a stop to the ncedkss 

· l!:ili:ng. I'm afraid the ctter to President 
J: ixon cr.,ates and will create r esentmen t 
;,gainst Israel's po~icies. ~illions of the 
oe;nonstr tors against the Vietnam w::.r 
wia u.sl~ themselves how it is possible 
for Israel, struggling for her existence, 
io send a letter . of praise to President 
Nixon." • 

A Jerns,,Iem resident, JUDITH S. 
ROSENFEJLD, finds it "shocking to learn 
that .Mrs. Golda J.~ell: finds :Mr. Nixon's 
speech • 'meaningful' and derives en­
eouragement for Israel's future in any 
!acet of. American commitment in Viet­
nam ... I sincerely hope that Israel never 
finds herself allied with any nation in 
such a senseless and atrocious venture 
as the war in Vietnam." 

MR. \VILLIAM: FREEDMAN left Amer­
it:'a last September in order to avoid, 
amon.;;- othe1· things, arguments about 
Vietnam , he writes from Haifa. Israelis' 
fack of knowledge 8..bout the causes of 
that war, howeve1·, force him to rejoin 
the fray: "Mrs. Meir's justification of the 
Jetter on the grounds that in Vietnam 
!he U.S. has set out to preserve the 
z-jghts of smail nations, of which Israel 
l-9 one, is not only an ir.accurate analogy 
but damaging to Israel's cause. 

"According to Paragraph 6 of the 
:Yi.i.al Declaration of Geneva, an agl'ee­
,,~ent Uie United States refused to sign 
·1:mt pledged itself ne,·cr to disrupt, 'the 
;:,,ilit:u:y demarcation line (between what 
are now Xorth and South Vietnam) is 
;i,rovisional and sh.ould not in any way 
be ;nterpr<:ted .. as constituting a political 
c,r territorial boundat·y.' Paragraph 7 
1.•t :-,tca that 'general elections shall be 
Jldd (throughout nll of Vietnam, not 
merely in the South) in July, 193G, under 
the su.pervision of an intel'national com­
r,1is1-,ion.' • It is nov, commonly aclrnow-
1::,dg•,d - I do.uiJt that even Dean Rusk 
oc;: ex-President Johnson would deny it 
- ::irnt it . was the then President of 
South Vietnam, Ngo Dinh Diem, who, 
certa in of defeat and with encoul':ige­
ment from the U.S. , refused to permit 
lil"SC efoction,9 to be held or even to 
f.'M'li•? ipate ir.. the consultative conferences 
.!:<:he<lulcd to precede them. 

"Jn short, it has heen United States 
;poilcy since at least l!i56 not to pre-

., , , , ill naLion, but, coutr.'.lry to in-

Jer'1•ale P~• 
Dec. a. 1969 

Lern::itioual agreement and i.ts own pledge, I: 
to carve a sniall nation out of a larger -~• !l!J>IJlS • LBffllS 
one, not by election but by force, and ---- --
contrary to the apparent will . of the P 
majority of its people." I 

MR. ELIEZER AKABAS, Assist:mt to i• 
tho Treasurer of the Jewish Agency, 
sees things somewhat differently: '·Those I 
criticizing Mrs. ,Golda Meir's ste.p do not 
go into the heart of the n1a.tter and :· 
huvo not until now perceived the link 
between Vietnam and the Middle East 
- particularily the State of Israel. The 
military defeat and the politicaJ surrend-
er of the U.S. in Vietnam would doubt­
lc.ssly strengthen the enemies of Israel. 
'l'he U .S.S.R. and the Arab countries will 
ddect' in it a weakness and the !';ignal 
to continue their taking ho,d of still 
otiier countries in the Far and Near 
East. 

"Our position in this political -and 
military whirlpool is clear, a.nd we must 
not keep silent in the face of the open 
and brazen aggression of our enemi.es 
plotting to destroy. us as a people and 
to erase our state from the map of tie 
globe. I do not .....,. and am sure that 
most of my fellow citizens feel lilrn 
me - share tile compl:1ccncy of the 
Jewish 'libc1·als' in the U.S. and wher­
eve1· they are concerning this acute prob­
lem torturing our souls and endang-€1'­
ing- our very existence here." 

DAVID STEIN of Be1·kcley, CaJ;fornia , 
who says that he is a eandid::..~c for 
Israeli citizenship as s0on as he finishes 
his studies, is "outraged" over the Prime 
Minister's letter: "I wish to protest 
vcl1cmently_ the capitulali011 to the Pre­
sident of the United States. Isn:.el c n­
not survive if she aligns herself with 
the most clcal'iy reactionary actions of 
the super-powers, even if the short-range 
aim is greater milita.ry security. .. This 
action will not gain Israel any good-will 
from American J'ewish youth, all of whom 
aro opposed to American economic im• 
pcrialism and its milita1·y counterpart in 
South-East Asia... •He who chooses the 5 
lesse1· of two evils fo rgets that ile has 

lj chosen evil'.'' 

.• 

• 



, 

RABBI JAY KAUFMAN 
Executive Vice President 

B 9 NA I B 9 RI TH 1640 RHODE ISLAND AVENUE, NORTHWEST, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 • (202) 393-5284 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

December 3, 1969 

I think you will be interested in the enclosed 
report which is Part lll of Rabbi Gerald Engel's 
study on aliyah. 

I'll be in New York for the Presidents' Conference 
meeting with Lou Pincus and am looking forward to 
seeing you there. 

With fondest regards, I am 

JK/ejm 
Encl. 

• 

Sirkerely, 

Jc1y Kaufman 
J 

. ti 



Published as a separate and in The Journal of Ps]Jchology, 1969, 73, 33-39. 

COMPARISON BETWEEN AMERICAN PERMANENT 
RESIDENTS OF ISRAEL: PART III, PREDICTIONS 

ABOUT AMERICA AND ISRAEL* 1 

B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundation at Purdue University 

GERALD ENGEL 

A. INTRODUCTION 

In 1967, native American Jews who became permanent residents of Israel 
during the years 1962 through 1966 evaluated their American background 
and adjustment to Israel, and made predictions about the future of the Jew 
in America and Israel. Part I dealing with life in America, was presented 
as a comparison between the religious and nonreligious.2 There was a gen­
eral criticism of materialism; to a lesser degree both groups were troubled 
by anti-Semitism. However, the religiously oriented were more disturbed by 
assimilation and expressed greater interest in Israel than the nonreligious, 
who were more disturbed by conformity and witchhunting than the religious 
(2). 

Part II focused upon the attraction of Israel and life in Israel. The reli­
gious were more attracted by Israel's Jewish factors than the nonreligious 
who found kibbutz ( collective settlement) living more to their liking than 
the religious. However, Jewish aspects of Israel were of paramount impor­
tance to both groups. Similarity of age upon settling and shared feelings of 
ease upon arrival in Israel indicated similarity of dissonance. In 1967 both 
groups shared similar views about housing, living within Israeli income, and 

* Received in the Editorial Office, Provincetown, Massachusetts, on June 20, 1969, 
and published immediately at 35 New Street, Worcester, Massachusetts. Copyright by 
The Journal Press. 

1 The author gratefully acknowledges the aid of Dr. Harold Kahn, National Insti­
tute of Health, in preparing the questionnaire; of Dr. Ben Winer, Purdue University, 
for statistical analysis; Glenda McCracken and Arnold Woodruff, Purdue Computer 
Center, for programming. Marilyn Kopelowitz Engel served as study coordinator. 

Special acknowledgment is made to B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundations for granting 
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work satisfaction, despite differences in occupation and disagreement about 
occupational prospects ( 3). 

Part III presents the immigrants' views about the future of the Jew in 
America and Israel. Outwardly the situation of the American volunteer dif­
fers from olim (immigrants) who fled their homelands (1, 10, 11, 12). How­
ever, Americans come to reduce dissonance ( 4) ; they respond to inner signals 
of discontent (7). 

Quantitative and qualitative differences exist between the religious and 
nonreligious in making predictions (8). Despite group differences, Americans 
in Israel reject the notion that the Jew in America is successfully adapting 
to a new social setting ( 6, 9). Since their arrival in Israel, Americans have 
become more concerned about the survival of the Jew in America, while si­
multaneously becoming more self-assured that Israel is the land of the future. 

B. METHOD 

1. Subjects 

From an official list of permanent residents of Israel the names of 780 
Americans born in the United States or Canada were selected, comprising 
all native Americans who became permanent residents of Israel during the 
years 1962 through 1966, and who were 20 years of age or older by the end 
of 1966. Seventy-seven subjects were eliminated, including six who said they 
left America as infants, six who were deceased, and 65 who were not in Is­
rael from March through August 1967 when this questionnaire was admin­
istered. Of 703 potential subjects 443 cooperated, representing a 63 percent 
response. 

2. Procedure 

All subjects were mailed a four-page self-administering questionnaire. Re­
spondents included 364 who voluntarily answered one of four mass mailings 
and 79 other subjects who were considered forced, responding to personal 
letter or interview. When few statistical differences were observed between 
these groups, the subjects were combined. The comparison presented between 
religiously oriented and nonreligious is based upon subjects' religious align­
ment in Israel, and does not necessarily reflect their religious outlook when 
in America (2) .3 

C. RESULTS 

In comparing the responses of the religiously oriented and nonreligious no 
difference in age of arrival was observed ( 3). It was therefore hypothesized 

S See footnote 2. 
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that both groups would project a similar dim view of the future of Jews in 
America. Results indicated the nonreligious became· equally concerned about 
assimilation 79. 9 percent of all respondents foresaw increasing assimilation, 
only 3.5 percent anticipated any decrease. 

Religiously oriented subjects more than the nonreligious anticipated an 
increasing bond between Jews in America and world Jewry, 3 7 .2 percent 
compared to 21.0 percent. However, more of the religious also predicted 
increasing anti-Semitism, 35.6 percent compared to 20.7 percent (chi square 
differences significant at the .005 level). The religiously oriented also ex­
pressed greater concern about church-state relations, 25.6 percent compared 
to 12.1 percent ( chi square differences significant at the .01 level). 

Simultaneously, nonreligious more than the religiously oriented visualized 
less contact between Jews in America and world Jewry, 32.3 percent com­
pared to 26.9 percent; however, the nonreligious anticipated less anti-Semi­
tism, 28.8 percent compared to 16.9 percent. Nonreligious also were less 
disturbed about church-state relations, anticipating decreasing concern about 
church-state relations, 22.3 percent compared to 18.6 percent. 

The religiously oriented, more alarmed by the prospect of increasing anti­
Semitism and church-state relations in America than the nonreligious, looked 
with greater favor upon their own children living in Israel, 93.7 percent 
compared to 74.9 percent. More of the religious also preferred having their 
children study in Israel, 88.1 percent compared to 68.4 percent. Religiously 
oriented subjects also were more readily in favor of having their children 
marry in Israel, 89.8 percent compared to 69.8 percent ( chi square differences 
significant at the .001 level). 

Group differences existed for four out of ten suggested factors which might 
influence Americans to remain in Israel (Table 1). Religiously oriented felt 
more strongly than nonreligious that more Americans stay because of Jewish 
atmosphere, religious environment, and the land's educational opportunities, 
ranked in that order. While nonreligious subjects agreed that living in a Jew­
ish state was of paramount importance, the nonreligious felt more strongly 
than did the religious about the value of kibbutz ( collective settlement) liv­
ing in influencing more Americans to stay (Table 1). 

When 13 factors were considered as possibly influencing Americans to ei­
ther stay or leave, four significant group differences were observed (Table 
2). The religiously oriented were more inclined than the nonreligious to 
maintain that more Americans will stay if they come with either money or 
friends and relatives. However, the nonreligious, more than the religious, felt 
more Americans who either marry a native (sabra) or join a collective set-
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TABLE 1 
REASONS FOR STAYING IN ISRAEL 

Percentages 

Question 

Treatment 
none 
some 
much 

Housing 
none 
some 
much 

Education 
none 
some 
much 

Job opportu nities 
none 
some 
much 

Religious environment 
none 
some 
much 

Family health 
none 
some 
much 

Living in Jewish state 
none 
some 
much 

Position in society 
none 
some 
much 

Kibbutz life 
none 
some 
much 

Cultural life 
none 
some 
much 

Nonreligious 
(N 188) 

(N 163) 
38.7 
41.1 
20.2 

(N 158) 
39.9 
31.6 
28.5 

(N 157) 
35.7 
40.1 
24.2 

(N 160) 
30.6 
33.7 
35.6 

(N 157) 
24.8 
55.4 
19.7 

(N 155) 
35.5 
47.1 
17.4 

(N 164) 
8.5 

28.7 
62.8 

(N 155) 
21.3 
58.7 
20.0 

(N 157) ** 
33.8 
42.0 
24.2 

(N 160) 
18.8 
44.4 
36.9 

Religiously oriented 
(N 255) 

(N 228) 
43 .4 
38.6 
18.0 

(N 224) 
45 .1 
28.1 
26.8 

(N 222) * 
23 .4 
45 .9 
30.6 

(N 222) 
32.4 
34.7 
32.9 

(N 232) **** 
9.9 

37.9 
52.2 

(N 220) 
31.4 
44.5 
24.1 

(N 236)*** 
4.7 

17.4 
78.0 

(N 223) 
29.6 
52.9 
17.5 

(N 208) 
42.3 
46.2 
11.5 

(N 221) 
16.3 
49.3 
34.4 

Note: All tables derived from BMD02s-Contingency Table Analysis-Version of 
March 11, 1964, Health Sciences Computing Facility, UCLA. 

* Chi square sign ificant differences = .0 5. 
** Chi square significa nt differences = .01. 

*** Chi square significant differences .005. 
**** Chi square significant differences = .001. 
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TABLE 2 
REASONS FOR STAYING OR LEAVING ISRAEL 

Question 

If Americans would: 
Arrive young, 

they would leave 
makes no difference 
they would stay 

Arrive with spouse, 
they would leave 
makes no difference 
they would stay 

Arrive with friends or relatives, 
they would leave 
makes no difference 
they would stay 

Arrive with $20-40,000, 
they would leave 
makes no difference 
they would stay 

Arrive after graduating technical 
or professional school, 

they would leave 
makes no difference 
they would stay 

Be seasoned technicians or 
professionals, 

they would leave 
makes no difference 
they would stay 

Be seasoned businessmen, 
they would leave 
makes no difference 
they would stay 

Obtain an apartment, 
they would leave 
makes no difference 
they would stay 

Join kibbutz or moshav, 
they would leave 
makes no difference 
they would stay 

Marry a Sabra, 
they would leave 
makes no difference 
they would stay 

Be Zionists, 
they would leave 
makes no difference 
they would stay 

Nonreligious 
(N 188) 

(N 174) 
7.5 

15.5 
77.0 

(N 171) 
11.7 
36.8 
51.5 

(N 169) 
5.3 

32.5 
62.1 

(N 169) 
10.7 
23.7 
65.7 

(N 163) 
19.6 
25.8 
54.6 

(N 163) 
26.4 
20.2 
53.4 

(N 160) 
46.9 
29.4 
23.7 

(N 166) 
2.4 

21.7 
75.9 

(N 160)** 
6.3 

35.0 
58.7 

(N 167)** 
8.4 

16.8 
74.9 

(N 165) 
11.5 
30.3 
58.2 

Percentages 

Religiously oriented 
(N 255) 

(N 233) 
7.7 

12.9 
79.4 

(N 225) 
10.2 
30.7 
59.1 

(N 226)* 
3.5 

20.8 
75.7 

(N 233)** 
2.1 

17.2 
80.7 

(N 225) 
16.4 
27.6 
56.0 

(N 221) 
20.8 
23.1 
56.1 

(N 215) 
36.3 
32.1 
31.6 

(N 227) 
.9 

19.4 
79.7 

(N 217) 
18.4 
36.9 
44.7 

(N 221) 
12.2 
32.1 
55.7 

(N 223) 
7.2 

24.2 
68.6 
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Question 

Be fluent in Hebrew, 
they would leave 
makes no difference 
they would stay 

Seek American friends 
and relatives, 

they would leave 
makes no difference 
they would stay 

JOURNAL OF PSYCHOLOGY 

TABLE 2 ( continued) 

Nonreligious 
(N 188) 

(N 170) 
1.2 

22.9 
75.9 

(N 167) 

8.4 
47.9 
43.7 

* Chi square significant differences = .02. 
** Chi square significant differences = .001. 

Percentages 
Religiously oriented 

(N 255) 

(N 232) 
1.3 

22.0 
76.7 

(N 226) 

6.2 
42.9 
50.9 

tlement (kibbutz or moshav) will stay. There was general agreement that 
Americans fluent in Hebrew will stay. 

When considering seven possible reasons for Americans leaving Israel, re­
ligiously oriented felt more strongly than did nonreligious that family con­
cerns cause emigration, 72.3 percent compared to 53 .8 percent ( chi square 
difference significant at the .001 level) . There was a general consensus that 
the number one reason for leaving Israel relates to lack of job opportunities, 
followed by concern relating to inadequate housing and high cost of living. 
These American subjects included only 14.0 percent who plan to return to 
America; another 33 .6 percent would not return, while 52.4 percent have 
no plans. 

D. DISCUSSION 

American immigrants in Israel expressed increasing concern about the fu­
ture of the Jew in America, and greater confidence about the position of the 
American in Israel. The quantitative increase in both areas reflected the re­
duction of dissonance among Americans who choose to remain in Israel ( 5) . 

Nonreligious were not as J ewishly oriented or as concerned about assimila­
tion while in America ( 2). Nonreligious in Israel were as troubled about as­
similation of Jews in America as the religiously oriented. However, religiously 
oriented have become more alarmed than the nonreligious about anti-Semitism 
and church-state relations in America. Though religious Americans were also 
more hopeful about relations between Jews in America and world Jewry, they 
expressed more concern about Jewish life in America, and more confidence 
about the position of the American in Israel. This feeling was reflected in 
their more intensive desire to have their children live, study, and marry in 
Israel. 
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Group differences in knowledge of Hebrew were not reflected as a group 

difference in feeling of ease ( 3). However, there was general agreement that 

speaking Hebrew helps Americans become integrated and stay in Israel. For 

the religiously oriented, more self-assured about their Jewishness, the pro­

cess of integration was speeded up by what a person brings to his homeland 

( friends and relatives, cash). The nonreligious felt more keenly than the re­

ligious that integration, even in Israel, is more of a process of assimilating 

[marry a sabra (native Israeli), join a kibbutz (collective settlement) ].4 
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A DECLARATION OF CONSCIENCE 

"Pray for the peace of Jerusalem 11 (Ps. 122: 6) 

As Christians bidden to pursue peace and to fight evil, we 

cannot remain silent in the face of threats by Arab leaders to destroy 

the people of the State of Israel. 

We condemn and deplore such threats as a sin against God and 

humanity. 

We therefore call upon the Administration firmly to maintain 

its commitments to safeguard the integrity of the State of Israel and 

to restore the freedom of innocent passage through the Gulf of Aqaba, 

an international waterway, whose blockade President Johnson has 

called "illegal and potentially disastrous to the cause of peace. " 

Before God, let \lS not again be guilty of silence. 
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Uniteo 3tates Com mitmen t to Fr ee and Innocent Pass~e 
Throu~h j;he Gulf of -Aqaba -·- --- -

President Dwight D. Eisenhower's Address to the American People 

20 February 1957 

With reference to the passage into and through the Gulf of Aqaba, we 
expressed the conviction that the Gulf constitutes international waters and 
that no nation has the right to prevent free and innocent passage in the Gulf. We announced that the United States was prepared to exercise this right itself and to join with others to secure general recognition of this right ••• Egypt, 
by accepting the six principles adopted by the Security Council last October 
in relation to the Suez Canal, bound itself to free and open transit through the Canal without discrimination, and to 'the principle that the operation of the Canal 
should be insulated from the politics of any country. We should not assume that, if Israel withdraws, Egypt will prevent Israeli shipping from using the Suez Canal or the Gulf of Aqaba. If, unhappily, Egypt does hereafter violate the 
Armistice Agreement or other international obligations, then this should be 
dealt with firmly by the society of nations." 

Aide Memoire Handed to Israel's Ambassador Abba Eban by 
Secretary of State John Foster Dulles, ll February 1957 

With respect to the Gulf of Aqaba and access thereto -- the United States 
believes that the Gulf comprehends international waters and that no nation has 
the right to prevent free and innocent passage in the Gulf and through the Straits giving access thereto. We have in mind not only commercial usage, but the passage of pilgrims on religious missions, which should be fully respected. 

The United States recalls that on January 28, 1950 1 the Egyptian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs informed the United States that the Egyptian occupation of 
the two islands of Tiran and Senafir at the entrance of the Gulf of Aqaba was 
only to protect the islands themselves against possible damage or violation and 
that "this occupation being in no way conceived in a spirit of obstructing in any way innocent passage through the stretch of water separating these two is­
lands from the Egyptian coast of Sinai, it follows that this passage, the only 
practical one, will remain free as in the past, in conformity with international 
practice and recognized principles of the law of nations." 

In the absence of some overriding decision to the contrary, as by the 
International Court of Justice, the United States, on behalf of vessels of 
United States registry, is prepared to exercise the right of free and innocent 
passage and to join with others to secure general recognition of this right. 
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Reply by Secretary of State John Foster Dulles at News Conference 
26 March 1957 

"It is our intention to ••. (establish the principle of free or innocent 
passage through the Gulf of Aqaba). That intention was made clear I think by 
the aide memoire which we gave to the Government of Israel and published last 
February. Now the question of how it takes place is not yet determined. I 
think that it is the fact that a cert~in amount of shippine is or shortly will be 
in fact passing throu~h the straits, although I also think that it is important 
to get a decision by the International Court of Justice as to what the legal rights 
of the parties are. We indicated, indeed, in that aide memoire that that would be 
a factor; that we felt that the preponderance of legal authority was so strong 
in favor of the right of passage unless and until there was a contrary decision 
by the World Court. And you may recall that the report of the Secretary-General 
said that he did not think that belligerent rights should be exercised in relation 
to the Sharm el-Sheikh area and the Straits of Tiran, because he also shared the 
view that the preponderance of legal authority was that there was no right to 
exercise belligerent rights and to stop innocent passage through there." 

Statement by Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge, Head of the United States 
Delegation to the United Nations, 1 March 1957 

"With respect to the situation in the area along the Gulf of Aqaba and the 
Straits of Tiran, I stated on 28 January, and again on 2 February, that 'it is 
essential that units of the United Nations Emergency Force be stationed at the 
Straits of Tiran in order to achieve there the separation of Egyptian and Israeli 
land and sea forces. This separation is essential until it is clear that the non­
exercise of any claimed belligerent rights has established in practice the peace­
ful conditions which must govern navigation in waters having such an international 
interest. All of this, of course, ¥ould be without prejudice to any ultimate 
determination which may be made of ~.ny legal questions concerning the Gulf of 
Aqaba.' 

.•. Once Israel has completed its withdrawal in accordance with the resolu­
tions of the General Assembly, and in view of the measures taken by the United 
Nations to deal with the situation, there is no basis for either party to the 
Armistice Agreement to assert or exercise any belligerent rights." 
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Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge, 1 March 1957 

" ••• The u.s. believes that the Gulf comprehends international waters and 
that no nation has the right to prevent free and innocent passage in the Gulf 
and through the Straits giving access thereto. We have in mind not only commercial 
usage• but the passage of pilgrims on religious missions, which should be fully 
respected. 0 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower's Address to the American People, 
20 February 1957 

" ••• Equally serious efforts have been made to bring about conditions designed 
to assure that if Israel will withdraw in response to the repeated requests of 
the United Nations, there will then be achieved a greater security and tranquillity 
for that nation. This means that the U.N. would assert a determination to see that 
in the M.E. there will be a greater degree of justice and compliance with inter­
national law than was the case prior to the events of last October-November." 

President Dwight D. Eisenhowerts Message to Israel's Prime Minister, 
David Ben Burion, 2 March 1957 

"I believe that Israel will have no cause to regret having conformed to 
the strong sentiment of the world community as expressed in the various United 
Nations resolutions relating to the withdrawal. It has always been the view of 
this Government that after the withdrawal there should be a united effort by 
all the nations to bring about conditions in the area more stable• more concrete 
and more conducive to the general welfare than those reached heretofore. Already 
the U.N. General Assembly has adopted resolutions which presage such a better 
future. Hopes and expectations based thereon were voiced by your Foreign Minister 
and others. I believe that it is reasonable to entertain such hopes and expecta­
tions, and I want you to know that the u.s ..• as a friend of all the countries of 
the area and as a loyal member of the U.N., will seek that such hopes prove not 
to be in vain." 



Statement by Secretary of State John Foster Dulles, 31 December 1956 

"During the coming year the United States will have to accept an increasinp, 
responsibility to assist the free nations of the Middle East and elsewhere• to 
maintain their freedom and to develop their welfare. We.must live by the Golden 
Rule. By so serving others we serve ourselves." 

Reply made by Secretary of State John Foster Dulles to questions asked 
at a News Conference, 26 March 1957 

•.• "I would not say that the initial role of the United Nations Emergency 
Force was exhausted until there is more assurance than there is today that belli­
generent rights may not be exercised if it should wholly withdraw. And while it 
is true that the initial hostilities have come to a close and the initial · forces 
of invasion has been totally withdrawn, I do not think that there is assurance of 
tranquility which would indicate that the initial mission was wholly accomplished. 
That depends, of course, upon how one interprets the original terms of reference. 
But I think that the original te~s of reference are broad enough to cover the 
prospective activities of the UNEF. 

" ••• The generally accepted view in the United Nations is that the General 
As~embly has no right to impose upon any nation the presence of any observers or 
representatives or forces of the United Nations and that, in order for them to 
enter upon the territory of another state, they have to have the consent of that 
state. Now once the consent has been given, then I think a good argument can be 
made that the consent cannot be arbitrarily withdrawn, frustrating the original 
project, because other people change their positions in reliance of the original 
consent, forces are set in motion, a chain of events has occurred. And we would 
question, certainly, whether Egypt has the right arbitrarily to alter and change 
a consent once given until the purpose of that consent has been accomplished." 

Q. Hr. Secretary, I would like to check back on an answer you gave a moment 
ago. Do I understand it is the position of the United States that the 
Egyptian Government does not have the power, legally speakinv., under 
present circumstances to compel United Nations forces to withdraw from its 
territory? 

A. The problem I don't think permits a categorical answer. Now there was one 
question put to me here that suggested that the United Nations had accom­
plished its original mission, to which the consent of Egypt had been given, 
and that therefore its continuance there in effect was for a new purpose. 
If that's the case, and to the extent that's the case, then the original 
consent given by Egypt may have exhausted its purpose. If that has not 
been the case, then I think the consent given by Egypt cannot be arbitrarily 
withdrawn. "I don't say it can't ever be withdrawn, but I say it can't be 
"arbitrarily" withdrawn without giving countries who have relied upon it 
an opportunity to turn around and reappraise their position in the light 
of the new situation. 
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Q. Mr. Secretary, is it your view then that the mission of UNEF has 
not been completed as yet? 

A. Well, I indicated, I think, my views: I felt that under a liberal 
construction of the original mandate to the UNEF, in the light of the 
present situation and the fact that there is no clear assurance that 
hostilities -- that belligerency -- may not reoccur, it is not correct 
to conclude that the original mandate has been exhausted. 

Convention on the Territorial Sea and the Contiguous Zone, Adopted by 
the United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea 1 27 April 1958 

Article 16 1 p.4 

"There shall be no suspension of the innocent passage of foreign ships 
through straits which are used for international navigation between one part 
of the high seas and another part of the high seas or territorial sea of a 
foreign state." 

Statement by President John F. Kennedy at Press Conference, 8 May 1963 

Q. Mr. President, do you consider t he s i tuation in the Middle East -- the 
balance of power there -- to have been changed as the result of recent develop­
ments, and what is the U.S. policy towards t he security of Israel and Jordan in 
case they are threatened? 

A. I don't think that the balance of military power has been changed in 
the Middle East in I'ecent days. The -- obviously, there are political changes in 
the Middle East which still do not show a precise pattern and on which we are 
unable to make any final · judgments. 

The United States supports social and economic and political progress in 
the Middl~ East. We support the security of both Israel and her neighbors. We 
seek to limit the Near EAst arms race, which obviously takes resources from an 
area already poor and puts them into an increasing race which does not really 
bring any great security. We strongly oppose the use of force or the threat 
cf force in the Near East. And we aleo seek to limit the spread of Communism in 
the Middle East, which would, of course, destroy the independence of the people. 

This Government has been =· and remains , strongly opposed to the use of 
force, or the threat cf force, i n t ha Near East. In the event of agression, or 
preparation for ~gr.ession, whet he::- direct or indirect, we would support appro­
oriate measures in the United Nat l ons and adopt other courses of action on our 
;Wil to prevent o~ to put a stop t o such aggression, which, of course, has been 
the policy which the United Stat ~s has followed for some time . 
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838 FIFTH AVENUE • NE W YO RK, N . Y. 10021 · (212) 249-0100 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Vice President 

Mr, Richard A. Eisner 
114 East 72d Street 
New York, N,Y. 10021 

Dear Dick, 

September 5, 1969 

I just heard that Golda Meir will be in town during the day of September 30 
rather than September 29. You may recall my speaking to you about her visit 
and you expressed an interest in joining a relatively small group (some five 
to ten people from each major Jewish organization) who have been asked to 

-------7me~t with her, At the time you indicated that you might be interested in 
( doing so, 

This meeting will be held in the afternoon at 3:30 to 5:30 P.M. For 
security reasons, the place of meeting has not been announced, but if you 
are still interested let me know and I will get in touch with you. 

Let me take this occasion also to confirm the meeting date for the Steering 
Committee of our "Committee of 100," whose work we discussed at the pleasant 
Harmonie Club luncheon some weeks ago. We will convene at 10:30 A.M. on 
Sunday, September 28 in the Board rooms of the UAHC at 838 Fifth Avenue. 

I realize full well that I ask no small sacrifice from you , to 1give up a 
weekend day which you should be spending with your wonderful family . But 
the task at hand is sufficiently important to merit the kind of considera­
tion which a week- day luncheon meeting simply does not allow. 

All my best to Carol and to the children . 

Cordially, 

Alexander M, Schindler 



Mr. Yehudah Hellman 
Presidents Conference 
515 Park Avenue 
Ne York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Mr. Hellman, 

September 17, 1969 

This is to confirm the fact that Mr. Earl Morse, the Chairman 
of our Board of Trustees will be part of the reception committee 
to meet Prune Minister Golda Mei£ at the airport on Thursday 
morning, September 29th. 

We have instructed r. orse to meet at 515 Park Avenue at 
9:00 A.M., from where the reception committee will proceed 
to the airport and then on to City Hall. 

Sincerely yours, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

be: Earl Morse 



September 4, 1969 

Earl Morse 
I 

Rab~i Alexander M. Schindler 

At the meeting of the 'Presidents Conference yesterday · 
,we were advised that the special meeting with Golda Meir 
will be held on --

Tuesday, September 30 .(instead of Monday September 29) 

from 3:30 to 5:30 P.M. 

For security purposes the place of the meeting will not 
• be formally disclosed. I would assume that since the 

Prime Minister will be staying at the Waldorf Astoria that 
the meeting will be held there. 

I was· further advised that each of the organizations will 
be allowed to have ten representatives. I have already 
invited George Cohen and I will invite Alvin Coleman. I 
assume that an equitable distributic,n of invitations 
between the staff and the lay leadership is appropriate, 
and it i~ my suggestion that the following be invited: 

From the staff: Rabbi Eisendrath, Rabbi Schindler, Jane 
Evans, Al Vorspan. 

From the lay leadership: Earl Morse, Norma Levitt, Nat Hess, 
George Cohen, Alvin Coleman, and either Harry Gutmann or 
Cyrus Gordon, or some other suggestion. 

Will you please let me have your advice, and arrange for the 
invitations under my name when we have both agreed on the 
delegation. 



August 7, 1969 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Earl Moree 

I have further information conc·erning the Golda Meir visit. 
The Conference of Preeidenta will convene at 4:00 P.M. on 
September 29th and will meet through the remainder of the 
afternoon. 

I suppose we could amplify the usual delegation by inviting 
one or two more from amongst our lay leaderehip. Whom do 
you thua want to honor: Hess? Coleman? Anyone else? In 
addition to, or in place of these? 

• 



,,. 

Auguet 6, 1969 

A• you tmow. Golda i.:i..tr w 11 t. tn town 1a lat·• Septaober. 

OD tlMt 29th of th.at fOCffltb than will be two .etLng•: 

An af tem()OQ •••ion for about five to Hven ~ople frOII .. cb 
orpnu at _oa •pouor•4 by tb6 COrlf--~ of tceau.mta. 

An evening planned •c the W.lclorf-Aato,ra apomol'ecl by the UJA,; 
poeatbly 11:a cooperatioo ·with the ft-411idnt• Coaferuce. 

NH<ll••• to ••Y• we are cooperating v.ith bc>th of theH effort•. 
Uadoubt:eclly .fur-ther deuila will be forthco11d.q ft• the 
apon.-oring or"Po1zatl~. t write yau. ml!W -, that you can puce 
...... d.at•• 'lD your <=41 lfl.dar. 

• 
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PLaza 2-1616 

CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

TO: 

FROM: 

515 PARK AVENUE • NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 
Cable Address: COJOGRA 

Membe r s Associated in the Conference of Presidents of 
Major Ame r ican Jewish Organizations 

Yehuda Hellman 

This is to inform you that our meeting with Her 
Excellency the Prime Ministe r of Israel Mrs. Golda 
Meir will take place on .t1Qrtday Septembe r 29 at 
~:00 P. M. 

The entire afternoon will be devoted t o this 
meeting so that there will be ample time fo r basic 
discussions. 

Fu rther details wil l follow at a later date. 

YH/pb 



n 

Dste Augus t 11, 1969 

,.'rom __ E~A-· R~L_ M=O"-"R=S-=E _________ ;.__ ____ _ 

RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER 

Copy fm· inform.ation of ______________________________ _ 

Subject _____________________________________ _ 

Regarding the Golda Meir visit, I t h ink Hess and Coleman are very 
good suggestions. I think you might want to add George Cohen, 
perhaps, pf Rodeph Sholom. If a fourth is possible, you might 
want to consider someone from New England or Philadelphia . We 
could make an occasion out of it by having a lunch for these 
people, with someone from Israel speaking~ as there probably will 
be a large delegation here from Israel. 

,,...7 

~ {)~ /:~0-e_A-,<}o..,,·?:0v Lee_ . orJL 

Ci~u~~ f- (L_,f_;_,~1.- L..A/u 

I 

I 

· I 
I 
I 
I ' 



August 6, 1969 e, ___ ....::::...-----=------ -

Rabl j_ Alexander M. Schindler orn _ ________________ -,-----~- , 

/ 
0 Rabb;i. M"'urice N. Eisendr2th ; E,i;1rlJ11orse 

Copy for information of Albert Vora nan ; Ra hb i Ba lf""o"""u'"'";;----"'B::.:ar'""i~c:-';k,..n..,e""'r.__ ___________ _ 

ubject _ _______________________________________ _ 

A~ you know, Golda. Me ifr wil l be in tm.-m in l ate September . 

On the 29th of th.a· month t here will h e two meetings : 

An afternoon sess io~ for about five to seven people from each 
o··ganiza , ion sponsored by the Confererice of Presidents , 

I 

An evening planned at the Waldorf-Astor ia sponsored by the UJA, 
possibly ' in cooperation with the Pre · idents Conference . 

Needless to say, we are cooperating with both of these efforts . 
U doubtedly further <let.a ils will be forthcoming from the 
sponsoring organizations. I write you now so that you can place 
these d tes in your calendar . 

• 
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September 5, 1969 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Earl Morse 

I take note of the change in date for Golda Meir's visit. 

The 11st whleh you proposed of staff and lay leader representatives is fine as far 
as I am 9oncerned. Maurice will be on the west coast and therefore will not be able 
to join us. In any event, Balfour should be added, stnce he has been serving the 
Presidents Conference regularly. 

BAltL MOBSB, NORMA LEVITT• NAT HBSS, GEORGE COHEN and ALVIN COLEMAN were already 
agreed upon. Instead of Gutmann or Gordon, ma I .suggest a younger man. RICHARD 
BISNBll, who l understand is anxious to get involved in our work. 

A• far as the invitation is concerned, may I suggest the following: 

''Dear •• • 

1 cordially invite you to join a select group of Reform Jewt,h leaders who have 
been invited to meet with Golda Meir, the Prime Minister of Ierael, on the occasion 
of her forthcoming visit to America. Our delegation will be joining a relatively 
small groop .... some five to ten men and women from each major Jewish national organ• 
ization •• who have been invited to a meeting sponsored by the Conference of 
Pre identa of Major Jewish Organuationa. 

We will be meeting Mra. Meir on Tuesday. September 30, from 3:30 to 5:30 P.M. at 
• place not yet formally disclosed because of security reasons. Should you be 
intereated in joining us, let me know and of course I will tell you precisely 
where we Vill be meeting. 

Cordially, 
EM" 

If this letter of inv1tation 1a acceptable to you it can be processed. It need be sent 
only to NORMA LEVITT, NAT HESS, RICHARD KISier since Cohen and Coleman have already been 
orally invited by you, and the staff member• need no euch invitation. If thla letter is 
acceptable to you, tell Rae or. cally and they will take care of this task for you. 
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be: Earl Morse 

Mrs. David M. Levitt 
9 Mitchell Drive 
Great Neck, New York 11024 

Dear Norma, 

September 17, 1969 

Please be advised that the September 30th meeting with 
Prime Minister Golda Meir will take place in the East 
Foyer room at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York. 

Because of security reasons, all invited guests must 
arrive by 3:00 P.M. as the doors will be closed by 
3:10 P.M. 

warm good wishes. 

same letter to: 

Mr. Alvin Coleman 
Coleman Factors Division 
Bankers Trust Co. 
2 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

Mr. Nathaniel E. Hess 
Sloans Court 
Sands Point, New York 11950 

Mr. George L. Cohen 

Cordially, 

Earl Morse 

1290 Avenue of the Americas - Suite 1600 
New York, N.Y. 10019 

Mr. Richard A. Eisner 
90 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10016 



September 17, 1969 

Earl Morse 

(Individually sent to): Rabbi Schindler, ,Jane Evans, Al Vorspan , Rabb i 
Br i ckner 

Please be advised that Che September 30th meeting with Prime 
Minister Golda Meir will take place in the East Foyer room at 
the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York. 

Because of security reasons, all those invited must arrive 
by 3:00 P.M. as the doors will be closed by 3;10 P.M. 



. 
CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS SIS PARK AVENUE 

OF MAJOR NEW YORK. NEW YORK 10022 

PLaza 2-1616 

AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS Cable Address: COJOORA 

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS: 

AMERICAN ISRAEL PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 

AMERICAN TRADE UNION 
COUNCIL for HISTADRUT 

>IMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 

B'NAI B'RITH 

CENTRAL :miFERENCE OF 
AMERICAN RABBIS 

COUNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS 
and WELFARE FUNDS (observer) 

HADASSAH 

JEWISH AGENCY FOR ISRAEL­
AMERICAN SECTION 

JEWISH LABOR COMMITTEE 

JEWISH WAR VETERANS 
OF THE U.S.A. 

LABOR ZIONIST MOVEMENT-
Peale Zion, Farband, Pioneer Women 

MIZRACHl•HAPOEL HAMIZRACHI 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
JEWISH WOMEN 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
YOUNG ISRAEL 

NATIONAL JEWISH COMMUNITY 
RELATIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 

NATIONAL JEWISH WELFARE BOARD 

NORTH AMERICAN JEWISH 
YOUTH COUNCIL 

THE RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY 

RABBINICAL COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW 
CONGREGATIONS 

UNION OF ORTHODOX JEWISH 
CONGREGATIONS OF AMERICA 

UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

TO: 

FROM: 

September 15, 1969 

Rabbi A. Schindler, UAHC 

Yehuda Hellman 

r1ease inform your ten delegates that 
the September 30th meeting with Prime 
Mini ster Golda Meir will take place in 
the East Foyer room at the Waldorf 
Astoria Hotel, New York City. 

Because of security reasons, it is neces­
sary that all delegates arrive by 3:00 pm 
as the doors will be closed by 3:10 pm. 

Kind regards. 

YH/scc 



Mr. Yebudah Hellman 
Prnidents Conference 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, .Y. 10022 

Dear Yehudah, 

September 10, 1969 

The following people have been invited to attend the 

meeting w1th Golda Meir: 

Earl Morse 
Nathaniel . Ue•• 
Norma E. Lev1tt 
Geo ige Cbhen 
Alvin Coleman 
Richard lisner 
Jane Evan 
Al Vorapan 
Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

We have aeeept.ancea from all• exceP-t the following: Alvin 
Coleman and &ichard Eianer. 

As soon aa we hear from them. or U there aTe any eubatitution•• 
we will let you know. 

Cot'dially, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
cc: Earl Morse 



9d .. 
' 

Date_--,;s ... e~p .... t .... e .... ro ..... b..,e .... r__.5c.,.,-&.J.29u.6.29 __ 

From __ R_a_b_b_i_· _A_l_e_xa_ n_d_er_·_M_. _S_c_h_i_n_d_l_e_r _____ _ 

To Earl Morse 

Copy for information of ________________________________ _ 

Subject ___________________________________ _ 

I take note of the change in date for Gold Meir'• visit. 

The list which you proposed of staff and lay leader representatives is fine as far 
as I am ~oncerned. Maurice will be on the west coast and therefore will not be able 
to join us. In any event, Balfour should be added, since he has been serving the 
Presidents Conference regularly. 

EARL MORSE, NORMA LEVITT, NAT HESS, GEORGE COHEN and ALVIN COLEMAN were already 
agreed upon. Instead of Gutmann or Gordon, may I suggest a younger man, RICHARD 
EISNER, who I understand is anxious to get involved in our work. 

A8 far as the invitation is concerned, may I suggest the following: 

"Dear ... 

I cordially invite you to join a select group of Reform Jewish leaders who have 
been invited to meet -with Golda Meir, the Prime Minister of Israel, on the occasion 
of her forthcoming visit to America. Our delegation will be joining a relatively 
small groop -~ some five to ten men and women from each major Jewish national organ­
ization-• who have been invited to a meeting sponsored by the Conference of 
Presidents of Major Jewish Organizations. 

We will be meeting Mra. Meir on Tuesday, September 30, from 3:30 to 5:30 P.M. at 
a place not yet formally disclosed because of security reasons. Should you be 
intere ted in joining us, let me know and of course I will tell you precisely 
where we will be meeting. 

Cordially, 
EM" 

If this letter of invitation is acceptable to you it can be processed. It need be sent 
only to NORMA LEVITT, NAT HESS, RICHARD EISier since Cohen and Coleman have already been 
orally invited by you, and the staff members need no such invitation. If this letter is 
acceptable to you, tell Rae or Cally and they will take care of this task for you. 



Mrs. David M. Levitt 
9 Mitchell Drive 
Great Neck, New York 11024 

Dear Norma, 

September 4, 1969 

The Prime Minister, Golda Meir, is going to have an off 
the record meeting under the auspices of the Presidents 
Conference from 3:30 P.M. to 5:30 P.K. on TueadayJ Sept• 
ember 30th. 

Each of the aember organizations are allowed to have a 
small delegation, and I hope you will be free to attend 
this meeting which I think you will find of special in• 
terest. 

Please call my office at 564-3100 to confirm your accept• 
ance. I will let you know as soon as I am advised where 
the meeting will be held. 

Sincerely, 

Earl Morse 

EM/mg 

cc: Rabbi A. Schindler 

¥~-f:t 

P-81 



Kr. Alvin Coleman 
Coleman Factors Division 
Bankers Trust Co. 
Two Park Avenue 
New York, Hew York 10016 

Dear Alvin, 

September 4, 1969 

The Prime Minister, Golda Meir, is going to have an off 
the record meeting under the auspices of the Presidents 
Conference from 3:30 P.M. to 5:30 P.H. on Tuesday, Sept­
ember 30th. 

Each of the member organizations are allowed to have a 
small delegation and I hope you will be free to attend 
this meeting which I think you will find of special in• 
terest. 

Please call my office at 564-3100 to confirm your accept• 
ance. I will let you know then as soon as I am avised 
where the meeting will be. held. 

Cordially, 

Earl Morse 

EM/mg 

cc: Rabbi A. Schindler 



.. 

Mr. Nathan Hess 
Sloans Court 
Sands Point, New York 

Dear Nat, 

September 4, 1969 

The Prime Minister, Golda Meir, is going to have an off 
the record meeting under the auspices of the Presidents 
Conference from 3:30 P.M. to 5:30 P.M. on Tuesday, Sept• 
ember 30th. 

Each of the member organizations are allowed to have a 
small delegation and I hope you will be free to attend 
this meeting which I think you will find of special in• 
terest. 

Please call my office at 564-3100 to confirm your accept• 
ance. I will let you know as soon as I am advised where 
the meeting will be held. 

Cordially, 

Earl Morse 

EK/mg 

cc: Rabbi A. Schindler 



September 4, 1969 

Mr . "'eorge L. Cohen 
1290 Avenue of the Americas Suite 1600 
New York, New York 

Dear George, 

·• . 

I received your telephone message letting me know that 
you will be able to go to the Prime Minister's off the 
record meeting of the Presidents Conference later this 
month . • 

When 1 phoned you, I had been told that the meeting was 
to be on Monday, September 29th. Yeoterday I was advised 
that it has been changed to Tuesday, September 30th frcm 
3:30 P.M. to 5:30 PoM. 

I hope you will be able to accept this changed date and 
time. Please have your secretary cnll my office at 564• 
3100 to confirm your acceptance. I will let you know as 
soon as I am advised where the meeting will be held . 

I now learn that there will be ten representatives from 
each organization at this off the record meeting, but 
the Prime Minister especially requeated that it be a 
frank and confidential discussion, so it should be very 
interesting. 

Cordially, 

Earl Mon:e 

EM/mg 

cci Rabbi A. Schindler 



Mr. Richer~ A. Eisner 
90 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

Dear Richard, 

September 10, 1969 

I cordially invite you to join a select group of Reform 
Jewish leaders who have been invited to meet with Golda 

Meir, the Prime Minister of lstael, on the occasion of 
her forthcoming visit to America. Our delegation will 

be joining a relatively small group -- some five to ten 
men and women from each ,major Jewish national organiza­

tion -- who have been invited to a meeting sponsored by 
the Conference of Presidents of Major Jewish Organiza­

tions. 

We will be meeting Mrs. Meir on Tuesday, September 30th 

from 3:30 to 5:30 P.M. at a place not yet formally 
disclosed because of security reasons. Should you be 
interested in joining us, let me know and of course I 
will tell you precisely where we will be meeting. 

Cordially, 

Earl Morse 
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AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS: 
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CONGREGATIONS 

UNION OF ORTHODOX JEWISH 
CONGREGATIONS OF AMERICA 

UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

TO: 

FROM: 

September 8, 1969 

Members associated in the Conference of 
Presidents of Major American Jewish Org. 

Rabbi Herschel Jchacte r , Chairman 

The Prime Minister of lsr~el, Mrs. Golda Meir, 
will meet with the Conferance of Presidents on 
Tuesday afternoon, September 30, 1969, promptly 
at 3: ;;0 o'clock until 5:30. You will be in­
formed in due time as to the precise location 
of this meeting. This will be her only brief­
ing session with top American Jewish leadership 
during her official visit to the United States. 

The format of this meeting will therefore be 
in the natu re of a national leadership confer­
ence, to which your organization may send a 
maximum of ten of your key leade rs. Please be 
good enough to forward to our office as soon 
as possible your list of delegates so that 
proper accreditation can be prepared for your 
representatives. Admission will be 1 imited to 
accredited delegates only. 



Greet 

At CITY HALL 
Monday, September 29, 1969, 12:00 noon 

at the official New York City reception for 

Her Excellency Golda Meir 
Prime Minister of Israel 



shalom 
qolda 

Rabbi Alexan er M. Schindler RR 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Ave . 
Net York, N.Y. 10021 
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pt ber 17, 1969 

r. Yehuda 11 
Pre 1 enta Conferen 
515 Park AV4!!!nt:U!!I 

ew York, 10 22 

t e fact that . rl e, 
t a will be t of ece 

lde Mei~ at the rt 

r. r e to t et 15 rk Avenue at 
9:00 A . • , frOlll r the reception c ittee will proceed 
to the air ort and then on to City Hall. 

inc r ly yours., 

( be: Earl Morse 
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UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

TO: 

FROM: 

YH:az 

l September 19, 1969 

Members assoiated in the Conference of Presidents 
of Major American Jewish Organizations 

Yehuda Hellman 

Enc~osed please find memorandum summar1z1ng the 
schedule of Mrs . Golda Meir's visit to New York. 
Ple~se read this memo carefully and kindly 
convey to all your branches and affiliated 
organizations the content of this document. 

~Je would li ke to take this opportunity t o 
suggest that each or ganizati on submit to us 
by phone, on Tuesday, September 2Jrd the 
names of two (2) of your representatives for 
whom rese rved seats should be allocated at 
City Hall during the welcoming ceremonies 
for Mrs . Meir. Please do not include the 
names of those who will meet her at the air­
port as they will be admitted, as a matter 
of course, to the ci~is. 

Each organization is herewith requested to 
transmit to the Presidents Conference a one­
time assessment in the amount of $100. to 
help defray the costs of the special expenses 
incurred by the Presidents Conference in 
connection with this program. You will 
receive a bill under separate cover. Your 
cooperation in this regard will be greatly 
appreciated. 
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CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

515 PARK A VENUE • NEW YORK 22, N. Y. Cable Address: COJOGRA 

September 17, 1969 

TO: All Jewish organizations 

Planning Committee for Prime ~'1i.iister Golda £1ei:r--' s New York Visit 
Chairman: Theodore Comet, CJFWF 
Co-ordinator: KU!'t Goldberger, B0nai B•rith 

RE: Special Events For The Participation of The Jeuish Community 

In order to deepen the impact of the Prime 1'linister' s visit and to 
provide the Jewish community t-Jith opportunities to express its aff ection 
and solidarity, the following plans have bee.i formulated, taking into con­
sideration the strict security requirement. 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 

1. RECEPI'ION AT AIRPORT-

Mrs. Meir will arrive at Kennedy from Washington in the late morning 
(exact time and place to be designated). In spite of the morning hour it was 
felt that several thousand residents and day school students of the surround­
ing Queens areas could be recruited to welcome the Prime Minister and add 
another dimension to the media coverage of her arrival. 

For security reasons no private cars will be permitted near the 
disembarkment area. Only buses will be granted the necessary permit. These 
must arrive at the airport by 10:15 a.m. Special efforts must be made to 
reach sisterhoods and women's divisions. Information on bus formation areas 
will be coordinated by Rabbi Harold Gordon of the New York Board of Rabbis 
and by the Queens Jewish Community Council. Bus permits, which are obliga­
tory, and instructions are available from Kurt Goldburger at the B1nai B1rith 

New York office. 
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2. CEREMONY AT CITY HALL - 1?. : l0 P.M. 

Our major efforts should be directed towards getting as large a turnout 

as possible for the welcoming ceremonies of the city of New York, taking place 

at City Hall at 12:30 p.m. I1'1ailings to your members should emphasize the im­

portance of attending this event which will receive the broadest media coverage. 

All Jewish organizations are requested to close their offices from 

12:00-2:00 and urge their staff to attend the City Hall ceremonies. 

To add to the welcomi ng aura, special visual materials have been pre-

pared: 

a. a large "Welcome Golda Meir" photograph poster for stores and 

other public places. 

b. a "Shalom Golda" self -adhesive lapel tag. 

c. a bumper.sticker for cars. 

These are available upon request from 

4. SERVI CE FOR PEACE AT U.N. ISAIAH WALL 

A special Service For Peace will be held at the Isaiah Wall at 1 :00 p.m. 

to coincide with t he Prime Minister' s visit to the United i:~ations. This is 

not intended as a mass event and. will be handled by the IJeu York Board of -
Rabbis and the National Council of Young Israel. This i s for your background 

informat ion. 

$. PUBLICITY 

Public relations uill be handled for the President's Conference by 

Richard Cohen and full use uill be made of the Yiddish and Anglo-Jewish 

Press. 
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Although security requirements preventine the publicizing of the Prime 

HinisterVs schedule and travel routes limit the character of our response, 

your full cooperation with the plans listed above, and the participation 

of your memberships, and their children, in these events, especially at 

City Hall, uill insure an impressive and effective t-Jelcome~ 
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FROM: Marvin Braiterman 

SUBJECT: Feeling Jewish During the Mid-East Crisis 

THE SCENE 

••• Rallies and demonstrations of solidarity with Israel in dozens of 

American cities ••• Jews turning out by the hundreds here and the thousands and 

tens of thousands there to listen, to speak , and to be heard ..• Incredible dona­

tions of funds to defend Israel, maintain her strength, reinvigorate her economic 

life ••• Telephone squads at work on every conceivable assistance and communication 

between Jews who never knew each other before, glad to call, glad to be called, 

~illing to help, responding to any request ••• All kinds of Jews, meeting together, 

working together, worrying together, promising together that "on this one, they 

are one people." 

••• Volunteers and inquiries about going to Israel and rescuing the crops 

of the kibbutzim from neglect and loss in the wake of Israeli mobilization of 

its manpower ••• "Am I too old to go?"••• "I am not too young to go!"••• "If I 

can't go, here is money to send someone who can." 

••. Jews organizing and arranging things -- the kind of Jews who never 

did anything but pray before ••• Jews praying -- the kind of Jews who never did 

anything but organize and arrange bef ore .•• Jews being Jews -- the kind of Jews who 

never had been any kind of Jews before ••• All kinds, every kind -- Jews learning 

to roll with the punches -- first, to prevent the war; then, to win it; th~n, 

to gain the peace -- real peace, not just a temporary truce. 

When Egyptian acceptance of a cease fire was announced in the closing 

minutes of a rally at Lafayette Park in Washington, attended by some 35,000 

from all states and all persuasions, the throng burst into cheers, songs were 

heard, horas were danced, tears were shed, voices were lost, strangers embraced, 

backs were pummeled. Jews were one people. Traffic jammed. 
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SOME THOUGHTS ON THE SCENE 

For a while, all kinds of Jews came together. Organizational rivalries, 
and ideological quarrels were forgotten. Jews, read out of Jewish 1 ife by other 
Jews, were welcomed. Jews, who had eliminated all traces of Jewish kinship or 
identity, felt II something" stir and effervesce. 

"Israel is are a fractious and argumentative people, but in this crisis, 
Israel was one," Ambassador Harman, of Israel, told the leaders and staff of 
the Washington Rally prior to its opening meeting. So were and are America's 
Jews. The disunity and disharmony of American Jewish 1 ife will return, but we 
know it has a floor below which cacaphony ends. And what of alienation -- that 
word that organization-minded Jews talk about so endlessly -- those "other" 
Jews "lost, strayed or stolen" from participation in and identity with Jewish 
life. Jews are Jews. Just as surely as we will 1 ive through the aftermath of 
this crisis, we shall again be able to proclaim, and to prove, our disunity and 
alienation. But will disunity ever again appear quite as unconditional and 
inevitable as 6efore? Will alienation ever seem quite as complete, as it did 
before these days? 

What kind of people are we? Are we a religious people? Yes, we are, 
regardless of the brand of religion that some of us believe in, and the absence 
of faith that other Jews proclaim for themselves. Are we a secular people? We 
surely are -- in the best and uncorrupted sense of that word. As surely as we 
have witnessed the salvation of a modern, earthy, progressive people by an army 
that, in the words of one correspondent, "uses the Bible as a roadmap," we, too, 
in the American Jewish Community, are very much a people of the world. Perhaps 
now is as good a time as any to recapture pride and respectability for that 
word, "secular." In its Greek root, it contains a view of the world, in 
the sense of time, and history and process -- a Jewish view of the world 
that no Jew need be ashamed to feel as his own, alongside and compatible 
with his faith in God, if he has such faith, and his identity 

r 
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with the Jewish people, which, if he took pbrt in anything in recent days, 

he must feel more strongly than ever. 

There surely must be a lesson here. These neat and efficient 

classifications, secular~ religious, -- imposed upon Jews by Christians, 

and social scientists, and scholars of all stripes who must 1 ive by 

finding labels and categories for people -- just don 1 t fit the Jewish people. 

And perhaps, our peculiar tenacity in a "crunch" is the best evidence of our 

defiance of these dichotomies and fractures. Hopefully, we can learn to 

resist labels which identify Jews in such 1 imiting terminology, and thereby 

eliminate others from the fold. 

Squeezed a~iaft against each other in the crowd, melting together in 

the heat at Lafayette Park, were five (5) Jewish young men, about 17 to 19 

years old, strangers (and probably vague antagonists) to each other moments 

before the Rally began. Three of them a kid from a Yeshiva, whom the 

others called a "Yarmulke bopper;" and an officer of a temple youth group 

in Western Pennsylvania; and a near-sighted fellow wearing a blue shirt 

bearing the insignia of the Habonim Labor Zionist Youth Organization -­

teased the other two. One of the recipients of the teasing readily admitted 

that he had had nothing to do with 11Jewish stuff 11 since he was confirmed a 

few years ago. And the fifth one, a sophomore from Yale, owned up to the fact 

that his Jewish identity ended about the time of his father 1s Bar Mitzvah 

But when the crowd cheered, they all cheered, and looked at each other 

for approval. 

And when the crowd was asked to read in unison, from blue papers that 

had been distributed, the 137th Psalm -- 11 lf I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem" -­

they read together. 

And they remembered. 
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MIEM (Q) ~AJNID> lUM 

From __ Ra_b_b_ i_R_i _c_ha_ r_d_G_. _H_i_r_s_c_h _________ _ 

To Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Copy for information of ______________________________ _ 

Subject __________________________________ _ 

This week, two groups met with Secretary of State Rogers -- the Presidents' 
Conference of Major Jewish Organizations on Aoril 14 and the Synagogue 
Council of America representatives on April 17 . 

I am sending you herewith my summary of both meetings for your confidential 
information. 



(Published with the permission of Dr. A. Roy Eckardt) 

Address delivered by DR. A. ROY ECKARDT 
at the 

NATIONAL LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE ON PEACE IN THE MI DOLE EAST 
Delmonico 1 s Hotel, New York - March 24, 1969 

The Reaction of the Churches 
to the Middle East Crisis 

A practical device for analyzing and appraising the reaction of the American 
churches to the Middle East situation is to concentrate upon attitudes to Israel. 
My plan is to offer, first, some orientation to the subject; second, a review of 
attitudes expressed within Christian circles; and third, some ways of accounting 
for these attitudes . 

Beginning in May, 1967, a marked cr1s1s developed in Jewish-Christian relations 
in our country, and this has continued t o the present . The resulting tensions 
have involved t wo re lated foci: on the one hand, a fail Jre , and often a refusal, 
by many church bodies and churchmen to support lsr0el zmidst the ongoi ng threat 
to her existence, together with considerable pro-Arab sentiment among these same 
parties; and, on the other hand, the American Jewish community's existential one­
ness with the Israe li cause, and that community 's consequen t disappointment over, 
a nd opposition to, the Chri st ian re spons e . By contrast, my impression from recent 
conversations in Israel is that most Israel is have not been terribly excited over 
where the American churches stand--with one qua! ification: The people of Israel 
are fully aware of the politi cal impo rtance of the churches in the United States 
and elsewhere. To offer my first gross simplificati on : The American Jew tends 
to be a moralist; the Is rael i Jew tends to be apolitical man. For the one, the 
gospel of Hosea is paramount; for the other, the gospel of Hobbes has proven a 
grim necessity. 

I rather doubt that my special topic wou ld sain much of a place on the program 
were this Confer ence being held i n Israel. Amnon Rubenstein wrote very recently 
of Israeli scorn of preachments from abroad--even by friends of Israel.] Many of 
the references I shall cite are not exempt from that kind of response--if not 
scorn, then justified indifference and, once in a while, la ughter. 

The fact remains that most American Jewish leaders are concerned and have been 
taken aback by what is for them a moral lapse within the churches. Accordingly, 
we would be irresponsible if we i gnored thi s state of affai rs. Only two months 
ago, a rabbi in New Yo rk City found it necessary t o en ti tle his Sabbath sermon, 
''Preparing for a Second Holocaus t: The Ch ristian Response to t he Middle East 
Crisis. 11 I have myself been ve1·y critical of the churches. But in the interests 
of fairness, I may refer to three analyses that seek a more balanced view: one 
by Marc H. Tanenbaum and two by J ud ith H. Banki.2 

Rabbi Tancnb~urn emphasized and documented two poi nts: (l) that for the most part 
the substantial numbers of American citizens who ha ve supported and sympathized 
with the Israeli cause are, after all, Christians; and (2) that significant num­
bers of prominent and influential Catholic, Pro testant, and Orthodox Christian 
leaders and journals of opinion have spoken out for Israel's right to ex ist as a 
sovereign state in freedom from Arab belligerency. Precisely because Rabbi 
TGnenbaum and Mrs. Banki are authoritative analysts and take the prevailing posi­
t ion they do, their own disclaimers about the extent of Christian advocacy become 
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that much more significant. For example, Rabbi Tanenbaum ~vrote that "Jewish 
leaders directed their most val id, serious and justifiable criticism at the 
1establ ishment 1 ins ti tut ions of the Catholic and Protestant churches .... When 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (finally issued a statement on June 8, 
1967), it asked for 'a crusade of prayer for pea ce' .... In the face of what 
appeared to most Jews as the imminen t prospect of ano t her Auschwitz, {such) 
rhetoric, with its echo of the ... flight into pietism by Christian leaders in 
Nazi Germany, contributed to a pervading sense of gloom in Ame rican Jewry. 

11Nor were the statements of the National Council of Churches {the Protestant and 
Orthodox body) ... (a) reinforcement for Jews or f or Israel. In (a telegram to 
the President, Council officials) appeared to equate Israel 1s ri ght to exist with 
the need to resolve the Arab refugee problem. In their July, 1967 resolution, 
the National Council of Churches con t ributed to the moral confus ion of cause and 
effect by labeling lsrael 1 s retaliation to Arab provocations 1aggression 1 and 
'expansionism. 1113 

To add one point to Marc Tanenbaum 1s response, a visi t or from another world could 
read from end to end the National Council of Chu r ches' lengthy Resolution on the 
Middle East and never learn that the Arab world had anything whatsoever to do 
with bringing about the Six Day Wa r. Christian documen t s are as revealing for 
what they omit as for what they say. The National Council statement was com­
pletely silent at such points as Israel 1 s chronic need for defensible borders, 
her ,1avigation rights, and the role of the Soviet Union in fomenti ng Arab 
aggression. 

11The major preoccupation of Christi an church groups 11--I cite Mrs. Banki now--
11appeared to be concern for (new and old) Arab r ef ugee s , st rengthening of the 
U. N., and frequently the internationalization of Jerus a l em. Often, the question 
of Israel's national integrity--i nd eed eve n of her s urvival--seemed secondary to 
(these other) conce rns. 

11 1n short, despite support of Israe l by indivi dua l Ch r istians, Jewish spokesmen 
had the impression that a number of Christ ian ... grou ps considered Israel ex­
pendable an~ its s ur v ival a ne gotiab le i t em on the a ge nda of in t e r national 
relations. 114 

II 

Next let us consider and i llust rate the majo r po in t s of view that have been 
advanced within represent a ti ve Chris t ian materials.5 

1. The issue of Israel 1s riqht to li ve. Since the Six Day War, Christian opinion 
has ranged from the cl a im that Israel is an illicit intruder into the Arab world 
to the affirmation that Israel's integr i ty is justified upon one or another 
ground: historical, moral, or religious. 

Early in the crisis Richard Cardinal Cushing and a number of Catholic and Pro­
testant leaders in the Boston area declared: 11\-Je cannot stand idly by at the 
possib i lity of Israel 1 s destruction, of ( t he deci mation of ) t wo and a half 
million JevJish people. . 116 Contrariwise, Alford Ca rleton, an offi ci al of the 
United Church of Christ, wrote an open let~er to pastors and leaders of his church 
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asserting that the creation of the Jewish national home-- 11 not to mention (the) 
aggressive national State of lsrael--was an act of Western political and economic 
invasion 11 into an area that "had been indisputably 1 the Arab world 1 for well over 
a thousand years. 117 But the noted ifov-1 Testament scholar, Frederick C. Grant, 
attested in The t-/itness, an independent wee kl / of tr.e Episcopal Church, that 11no 
nation has a historical claim to the land of Israel that can even be compared 
with that of modern lsrael. 11 It is simply false to say that the land 11has always 
belonged to the Arabs .... (There have been Jews in Palestine) ever since there 

() 

were Jews anywhere. 110 

\,/riting in Christianity Todav, a widely-circulated evange lical journal, James L. 
Kelso, former moderator of the United Presbyterian Church and a longtime archae­
ologist in the Middle East, labeled the Balfour Declaration "the major cause of 
the three wars whereby the Jews have stolen so much of Palestine from the Arabs 
who have owned it for centuries," ar.d he identified Israel as the sole culprit in 
the current Middle East confl ic t,9 

The most influential Protestant publication in this country, The Christian Century, 
reacted as follows to a rabbi's proposal that interfaith discussion is contingent 
upon support by Christian leadership of the territorial and political integrity 
of lsrael 11 11 lf interfaith dialogue must cease until all Christians become 
Zionists, then, of course, the re will be no dialogue 11--as if the rabbi were 
proposing that Christians become "Zionists. 11 The editors also found 11appall ing 11 

the adverse evaluations that had been made of the Christian community for its 
neutral position on the Arab-Israeli confl ict.10 

Intrinsic to the advocacy of Israel 1 s i ntegrity is the issue of direct negotia­
tions, in the sense that these will constitute minimal recognition of the nation 1 s 
sovereignty. Here I have found only a few instances of unambiguous Christian 
backing. Thus, in a 11Statement of Conscience 11 distributed by the Institute of 
Judaeo-Christian Studies, two Cathol le scholars, John M. Oesterreicher and Edward 
H. Flannery, strongly supported the Israeli stand on this question. 11 On the 
general issue of Israel's right to 1 ive, the sta t ed position within the Roman 
Catholic Church in the United States has been more positive than that within 
Protestant and Orthodox qua r ters. 12 True, at the time of the War the National 
Conference of Cathol le Bishops, along with the National Council of Churches, did 
not commit itself unequivocally on Israel 1 s survival. 13 However, two recent 
pronouncements are noteworthy. Last November the Secretariat for Catholic-
Jewish Relations affirmed: 11The funda mental issue is that of Israel's right to 
exist and develop in peace. If this basic issue is settled, the solution of all 
other important issues, incl udin g t hat of the refugees, will be greatly facil i­
tated. 11 JZ+ And on January 5, 1969 the Division of v/orld Justice and Peace of the 
United States Catholic Conference stated: 11Those vJho vJish to bring peace and 
justice to this troubled area mu st beg in with ... t.vo facts: 11 Israel's existence 
as a state; and the need for ef fective help permanently to relieve the sufferings 
of "refugees on both s ides . 11 15 

2. The comparative moral sta1 ~i nq of Israel is and Arabs. To James L. Kelso, for 
whom Israel is look upon Arabs as dogs, the re mu st be Christian solidarity in the 
face of 11 lsrael 1 s crimes against Arab Christians." And it is an equal or greater 
horror for Christians to sanction crimes against Arab Muslims. Kelso added that 
the Arabs, along with the JevJs, should have been evangeiized. 16 Christians, he 
seems to be su g;est!n g, do not commit crimes. Horace D. Humme} of the Lutheran 



School of Theology, Chicago, pointed out: 11 lt is no secret that the vast majority 
of Christian intellectuals who have wor ked in the Arab world as archaeologists or 
the 1 ike champion the Arab cause ... , 11 The language they use is suggestive of 
that used in the Viet nam issue: ''the unq ues tio nable good of Arab national ism and 
self-determination as thwarted by Israeli imperialism or aggression; Israel even 
becomes a fascist and racist state, guilty of genocide, of all things! 11 17 

The generalization is sometimes made t hat reputedly 11 1 iberal 11 Chris t ians are 
more ready to recognize the moral caliber of Israel than are reputedly "conserva­
tive" Christians. This is not ac curate. Many Christian fundamentalists are firmly 
anti-Communist, and this has tended to lead some of them, at least by implication, 
to appreciate Israel's moral stature, parti cularly since the Soviet Union has 
become so greatly opposed to Israel. On the other ha.'n<l, in the "liberal" camp 
Dana E. K1otzle, Direc t or of the United Na tions office of the Unitarian-Univer­
salist Association, condemn ed unequ ivocally what he ca ll ed the evident "expan­
sionist policy of the Is raeli gove rnme nt, 11 and he accused Israel of excessive 
nationalism and a naked power policy--although unli ke most Christian spokesmen, 
Klotzle also condemned the pol icy of Arab leaders " t o incite their people to 
violence against lsrael. 11 18 Henr y P. Van Dusen, former president of a noted 
1 iberal Protestant seminary, compared Israe l 1 s military successes in 1967 with 
Hitler's Bl itz krieq across Western Europe •~i ming not at victory but at annihila­
tion. 11 19 By con t rast, t he Catholic publication Providence Visitor attested that 
the compassionate elemen t in Israel's mili t ary action and the humanitarian atten­
tion lavished upon her de f ea ted foes appeurs to be "v1 i t hout historical parallel."20 
I have not found a single American Ca t holic statemen t expressive of the rancor 
toward Israel that suf f uses many Pro testan t statemen t s. 

Charges a gainst Israel of "aggression," "expansionism," "imperialism," "militancy," 
and 11overreaction11--accusations tha t are of course p l entiful in extra-religious 
circles, and Arab and Communist circl es--are by no mean s absent among Churchmen, 
even where Arab provocations a r e full y admitted. Such accusations are very 
seldom answe r ed, Here is one that was: When in the family magazine Presbyterian 
Life \1illard G. Ox toby of Vale University sought a la Arnold Toynbee to draw 
mora 1 para 11 e 1 s bet\•1een I s r ae 1 i trea tme nt of Arabs and Na z i treatment of Jews, a 
fellow Presby t erian, Noel Fr eedman of San Fra ncisco Theolog ica l Seminary, found 
the comparison at once "vicious and odious. 1121 We may add here that Israel is 
have been especially repelled by repea t ed demands by Christian spokesmen (as b~-, 
others, including the esteemed New Yor k Times) that lsruel ought to be magnanimous 
to her Arab foes. The Chr i stian Century dared to insist, for example, that the 
new burden and ''advantage" of Israel "should be handled without arrogance and 
with great restr a int and wisdom. 11 22 In general, The Christian Century has been 
quite ambivalent toward Israel. It keeps \.'1anting t o do something with her, to 
refashion her. In a recen t editorial, curiously ti tl ed "To Zionists, with Love," 
the editors counseled vJariness of "uncri t ical combinations of reli g ious faith 
and political loyalty," the kind of comb ination to be f ound among "some of you 
Zionists ... , 11 After protesting their support of Israel 1 s existence, the edi­
tors went on to allege lsrael 1 s role in igniting the June War, her repeated 
defiance of and scorn for the U.N . , and the ascendancy of hawks in the Israeli 
body pol itic.23 

3, The s uf ferinqs of refuqees and others. This item requires particular atten­
tion. The heaviest concentration of criticism of Israel among Protestant 
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spokesmen--has involved commitment to one side in the refugee, question . As of 
September, 1968 the stated outlook of the National Council of Churches• leader­
ship that we noted earlier had not changed; if anything, it had become more pro­
Arab. Last July the Co uncil sen t a three-man study t eam of clergymen to the 
Middle East, with instructions t o concentrate upon the refu gee situation. 24 The 
investi gators reported that their 11 inquiri e s regarding the causes for continuing 
fli ght of Arabs from occupied terr itory revealed 11 the belief and fear 11 that 
"territorial eJ~pansion is an integral part 11 of lsrael 1 s policy, and will mean a 
1 1further squeezing out of the Arabsm; great economic insecurit½ threats to the 
Arab 1"'ay of 1 ife through 11 the imposition of destruct ive alien elements of 
European culture 11

; and pressures upon people to leave. 

The deputa t ion alleged that there was great disill usi onment with the American 
Christian community on the pa rt of Middle Eastern Christia ns, and elaborated as 
follows : 1~estern nations out of a sense of guilt for the persecution of Jews 
in Europe created the State of Israel, and thu s contributed t oward the persecu-
tion of Arabs, forcin g them from . .. their land. 11 11For t,.,.1enty years Israel 
has been permi tted to ignore the resolutions of the United Nati ons aimed at jus-
tice for the dispossessed Ar abs .... 11 11Since the \var the United Nations has 
been virtually powerless in dealing with either the 19¼8 s ituati on or the present 
situation, largely through the failure of the Un ited Sta te s to g ive full support 
to United Nations resol utions . .. . 11 11The inef fectiv e nes s of the United Nation s 
and the failure of the United St ates 1r.ius t be due 1 either to support of the 
churches for Israel or t o t hei r neutral, ineffective stance .... 11 11Therefore, 
it app ears to many Christians in the Mi ddl e East tha t Western Chris t ia ns in the 
United States, despite relief programs and acts of mercy, have betrayed them in 
their struggle for j usti ce . 1125 

Incredible as it may sound, the reader , s t ud y in g this l engthy Report from start 
to finish, is gi ven no i ndication wha tsoever either of the Arab worl d 's inte rest 
in destroyinq Is rael '.?.c__.Qf_the pl _Iqht of Je1vish ref uqees · th i s in a document 
devoted to the refugee ciuestion c:inc) one that describes itself as endeavoring 11 to 
maintain obj ectivity throughout. 112° At the NCC Board's Hous t on meeting last 
September, the Report did not go entirely unop posed . It wa s challenged by 
Da vid Hunter , deputy general secretary of the Co unci l, and by A. Dudley Ward, a 
Methodist official. Hunter emphasi zed the severely pro-Arab bias of the findings 
a nd insisted that the National Cou nci l not take si des in t his way . Ward labeled 
the Report 11distorted 11 for fai 1 i ng to attend to the political factors behind the 
refugees' conditions. He sa id that if the churches had supported the recognition 
of Israel ove r the past two decades and had ra ised ques ti ons about the alliances 
of such a nation as Egypt , they wou l d be in a position now to carry on objective 
debate about the refugee prob lem . But despite these pleas for objectivity and 
fairness, t he Board recei ved the Report and transmit ted it for stud y to the 
Nat ional Counci 11 s thirty-th ree membe r chur ches , 27 

Al most no ch ur chmen have contc1·,ced f or the other side of the refugee issue . 28 
Mrs. Ban ki summed up ~he gene :·a l state of affairs in the churches this way: 
Concern for t he Arab ref ugees is quite un derstandable; many Jews share it. But 
many Christians wr ite and tal k as thou gh Israel were alone re sponsible for their 
plight, without any referen ce to Ar ab a g~ ression and the pol icy that has kept 
the refugees su ffe rin g in camps. These Christians ignore the thousands of Jewi sh 
refugees from Arab la nds and the increased suffe ring and persecu tion of Jews in 
those countries.29 
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I may mention one partially compensating sentiment. Occasionally, it is asserted 
in the churches that Christians have a peculiar moral obligation to Jews and 
hence to Israel. Thus, the Lutheran theologian Aarne Siirala said that he felt 
ashamed when a rabbi friend had to plead for s up port from the Christian community 
in the face of the threat to Israel since no initiative had come from the 
Christian side. Siirala wrote that he heard in the request 11an authentic concern 
to break the traditional Christian silence .::ind indifference t01,1ard the fate 11 of 
Jews. It is the 11 inner contradictions and conflicts of the \·!estern Christian 
world that have produced anti-Semitism . . . 1130 

This compensating sentiment further appears in our final item reviewing expressed 
attitudes. 

4. The religious factor. As would be anticipated, specifically religious types 
of affirmation have sustained conflicting points of view. 

One influence here is a new readiness among some Christian churchmen to project 
themselves in some way into the faith of Judaism and into Jewish self-under­
standing, especially into the meaning and significance of Jewish peoplehood. A 
number of Protestant leaders published an advertisement in The New York Times 
that read in part: 11For Christians, to acknowledge the necessity of Judaism is 
to acknowledge that Judaism presupposes inextricable ties with the land of Israel 
and the city of David, vvithout vJhich Judaism cannot be truly itself. 1131 The 
editor of the Lutheran Forum expressed the matter incisively: For most Jews,~ 
to destroy Israel would be equi valent to "taking Christ out of Christianity . 11 J 2 

The editor of Sheed and Ward, Philip Scharper, confessed: 11 1 was reminded again 
and again in Israel of the ancient prophecy of Ezekiel when he saw the valley 
filled v.Jith dry bones restored t o life at God's command .... Twenty years ago, 
six million Jews lay dead in Europe, and the spared but scattered remnant seemed, 
to the eyes of human vision, helpless and, perhaps, doomed .... Yet in that 
time the State of Israel was born and the impossible took place ... . The people 
were summoned from their graves and were brought into their own land. Was it 
indeed that the Lord had spoken and performed it? 

1~e Christians may not believe so but we must, at least, try to understand why 
so many Jews both within and without Israel look upon this State as God's reply 
to a people's faith, 11 finding 11 that God is faithful to His promises and that the 
calls of God to the people of Israel are I irrevocable. 111 33 

I should be the last to want to spoil these compelling words, but I do venture 
to add--and I think Dr. Scharper would not be upset--that a really fulfilled 
empathy must also extend to the thousands who live for Israel but simply cannot 
occede to a theological rendering of the Israeli story- - not to mention those 
Jews and Christians who are entirely committed to a theological outlook but who 
cannot believe that histroy is capable of validating faith. 

It would be totally misleading to conclude that the religious factor necessarily 
supplies Christian support fo r Israel while extra-religious arguments do not. 
On the contrary, religion is often among the weightiest of obstacles. R. Park 
Johnson, an ecumenical missions official of the United Presbyterian Church, U. S,A., 
expressed a viewpoint quite opposed to Philip Scharper 1 s. Johnson asked that 
Ameri can Christian:, avoid 11 superficial identification of the modern secular 
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national state of Israel with the historic ancient Hebrew nation. Present 

political and military events in the Middle Eas t ca nnot be properly interpreted 

as a realization of the prophetic messages in the Bible about the people of 

Israel as an instrument of God's purposes of justice and mercy for all nations 

under the rule of God. 113'-~ And the Chur ch Heraid, official organ of the Reformed 

Church in America, after de nouncing Christians who, it said, condo ne Israel's 

persecutions of Arabs, asser t ed, "The Christian Church also has something at 

sta ke in the Middle East. It is not the free access to the holy places in 

Jerusalem, but the evangel ization of Jew and Muslim ali ke, and their conversion 

to Jesus Christ. 1135 

Often the religious authentication of Israel expressed by Christians is only 

provisional, and what is given with one hand is taken away with the other. Thus, 

an article in the evangelical monthly Eternity, after proposing that if God has 

begun resettling the so ns of Isaac in Israel the sons of Ishmae l can scarcely 

dislod ge them, nevertheless cautioned that it was not 11 in faith 11 that Jews have 

returned to thei r prorr, ised la nd. But tomorrow the Je\\!S will 11 look upon Him 

"'1hom they pierced,'' and the nation "will be coilverted in a day. 1136 

If a charge of biblical 1 iteral ism is often made against Zionism in some 

Christian circles,37 the presence of biblical 1 iteral ism among Christians can 

also sustain opposition t~-li rae l. 

111 

Are there ways to account for Christian attitudes to Is r ael, and particularly 

the widespread in~iffe rence and hostility to the Israeli side? The search for 

motivations is much more difficult than a simple description of expressed points 

of view--and it mo ves us into controversy. Yet it would be naive to equate the 

conscious and pub] i c reasons put forwa rd in Chr is tian quarter s with deeper urges 

or causes. 

An overal 1 factor is the measure of unce r tainty within the Christian community. 

It is understandable tha t on such an enormously complex issue many Christians 

and their leaders should not know wha t to say or do. Evi den t ly some churchmen 

have just not believed tha t t he Arab detractors of Israel could or would destroy 

her. Such points as these a re hardly the only ways to explain widespread 

Christian neutral ism, but they are not irrelevant. There has been some avoidance 

of moral commitment by church representatives on the ground that the Middle East 

conflict is essentially a power i s sue . It is not tr ue , however, that institu­

tional bodies must inevitably t emporize o r compromi se, and fail to commit them­

selves morally within the powe r-political sphere. The General Board of the 

National Council of Chur ches has twi ce deplored the Sov iet invasion of Czechos­

lovakia, despite the opposit e view among churchmen in East European countries. 

The survival of Israel is not one more politi cal issue; it is a moral issue. And 

it is a religious issue in the sense that it involves ultimate human meanings. 

There is, furthermore, the st ub bo r n hope that the Christian church may somehow 

fill a conciliatory rol e between Arab and Jew. You and I may doubt this possi­

bility. But what may appear to be a moral failure to us can have moral intent 

behind it. 
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The concern for peace is of undoubted import, if one is to believe a great many 
petitions and pronouncements. Expressed fears of renewed warfare and, indeed, 
of a world conflagration have been compounded by the worsening tensions of very 
recent weeks. Yet it is surely unjust to imply that those churchmen who plead 
for the Israeli cause are insensitive to the explosive state of affairs in the 
Middle East. Many such churchme n will insist that the surest guarantee of war 
is the refusal to acknowledge Israel 1 s rights. Curiously, most Christian groups 
have seemd unable to concern themselves with the threat to peace in the Arab plan 
to destroy Israel. Along this line, repeated Christian appeals to the decisions 
and intervention of the United Nations have been a grievous affront to Jews and 
Israelis, because the U.N. has been a disastrous and evil influence in the present 
conflict. 

It appears plausible to suggest that potentially pro-Israeli voices have been 
muted by the severe opposition in the churches to United States• participation in 
the Vietnamese war as we ll as by recent isolationist influeaces. There is also 
the abiding pacifist tradition within Protestantism, an ideal that seems put 
into question by the popular image of Israel, On the other hand, Christian paci­
fists can hardly be honestly enthused over behavior in Arab circles. 

The influence of church interes t s and ties in the Middle East is undeniable. 
This is readily admitted by such a pro-Arab writer as Willard Oxtoby, who stated 
concerning his own denomination : Presbyterians "have fo r a century invested in 
the educational resources of Syria, Lebanon and Egypt; the good will built up 
over a century can vanish everni ght if Americans close their ears to the Arab 
side ... , 1138 The re are today some 4,000,000 Christians in the Middle East.39 

The response to the 1967 crisis on the part of the Standing Conference of Orthodox 
Bishops in the Americas wa s to see k to insure that "the traditional and inal ien­
able rights of the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem" be defended and 
preserved, and that "the shrines of all faiths in the Holy Land be given an 
internationally guaranteed status ... . 11L1Q 

Many Arab Christians and some non-Christians have been trained in schools and 
colleges founded a nd supported by American missionary enterprise. A number have 
been helped by clinics, hospitals, and philanth ropic institutions. Much appre­
hension is expressed over the future of the Christion church in the Middle East. 41 
There is some tendency in the Arab nations to identify their Chrlstian minorities 
with alien Western interests. Arab hostility to Americans is numbered among the 
serious obstacles to the Christian cause. Conce r n is voiced for the welfare and 
security of Christians in the Arab states. 42 It is sometimes claimed that 11 the 
substantial numbers of Catholic insti tu tions in Arab countries ... make the 
Vatican susceptible Eo diplomatic pressure 11--although not necessarily Ameri can 
Catholic leadership. !-3 

In seeking to comprehend the motivations beneath the words and actions of the 
Christian community, we face a dilemma: The more popular and plausible the 
explanation, the less does it seem to bring us to the heart of the matter; 44 while 
the greater the depth of the interpretation, the more difficult and maybe even 
impossible is its demonstration . 
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The elements we have just noted--to which can be added the contention that 
Christians simply lack under s tanding of the depth of Jewish feeling for Israel 
and of the solidarity of Jewish peoplehood--hardly provide a convi nc ing or 
complete explanation, and they may even mislead us . They may, for example, tempt 
us to t he utopian conclusion that once Christians are suf f icien t ly educated, 
their ~vhole attitude will change. I put it to you that while the 11plausible 11 

interpretations may help to account for Christian uncertainty and silence, and 
perhaps even Christian fears, they scarcely explain the marked ambivalence toward 
Is rael that pervades the churches. \iJe say to Israel: 11 Be good . Be ri ghteous. 
Be better than anybody, But you are bad. You are unrighteous. You are worse 
than everybody. You ou ght to be saints, but you are going to be devils.'' 

What is to be made of the out-and-out hostility of many Ch ristians- -and of their 
do uble standard? He have not referred-as yet to the 11double standard, 11 although 
we have intimated its presence. Everyone has been tal k ing about it of late, but, 
to my knowledge, few are asking: Wh y is there such a thing? 

Chris tian circles are ce rtainly not free of the 11double st:andard. 11 The Christian 
world has challenged no o t her nati on's right to ex ist in the way it has that of 
Israel . Of what other people is that right called into question? We have said 
to Israel, 11 lf you are good to the refugees, we just may accept you. 11 \,/hen 
has this been told to the Ara b world? Why do churchmen constantly lecture Israel 
on how she must be~ave ? Why have so many Chris t ian spokesmen condemned Israel 
for her alleged territorial expansion, and not arrai gned the Arab nations for 
their relentless program to harbss and annihila t e Israel? Why have Protestant, 
Catholic, and Orthodox represen ta tives castigated the Is rae l is for reunifying 
Je rusalem, and found no sin in Jorda n for her ori g inal conquest of the Old City 
and for abuses of religious freedom the re?45 

Why was i t that Christian leader s, i nc ludi ng Pope Paul, deplored the raid on the 
Beirut Airport in December, 1968 and denounced Isr ae l for it, after having said 
nothing of the terrorist attac k in Athens or of other recent acts of violence 
and terror against lsrae1?~6 Why did officials of the National Council of 
Churches go out of their wcJy to commend the Ar:.erican Government for joining in 
the rebuke of Is rael in t he U.N. Security Council for the Beirut raid? 

One might reply that Christia n behavior is si mply reminiscent or repetitious of 
the wor ld's behavior, and the world as a \A!hole is hostile t o Israel. The 
Christian community is part of the world. But this reply is not convincing. It 
only raises other ques ti ons: Does the church al way s f ollow the world? Has the 
church no independent va nt2ge point? At the very l east, the lesson in the 
11double standard, 11 respecting Christians who practice i t , is the essential refu­
tation of their claim to be pursui ng a morally equi t able course in the matter 
before us. Their claim is a deceit . 

Again, has the chu r ch been imi tating the world, or has the world been learning 
more and more to be de r St ell vetreter , the representative, of historic Christen­
dom? The traditiona~d- entrenc hed Christian stand on the Jewish people has 
been: You may either convert or leave or d ie. The eternal war against the Jew 
makes strange bed f ellows--or are they really so strange? The arab detractors 
would never suffer to convert Jews, although there is a kind of conversion implied: 
a conversion to statelessness. And the detractors do represent the other two 
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alternatives: Israeli Jews may l eave--they may go to Germany or Britain or 
someplace--or stay to fight and die. 

The nations of the world and the Arab collaborators ha ve become the latter-day 
instruments of historic Christendom's conspiracy to destroy the Jewish people. 

Somewhat more circumspectly, we may set down three simple propositions: 

l. Today's American Christian commun ity focuses infinitely 
more upon Israeli sins than upon Arab sins. 

2. Such behavior is, to say the least, incapable of truth­
ful justification. 

3, It makes sense to suggest, therefore, that the Christian 
community is being conditioned by impu lses that lie beneath 
the surface, 

These impulses are abetted by certain ideological influences . At the center of 
traditional Christian teaching and deep within the Christian psyche looms the 
myth that the Jewish people have been cast forth from their land because of their 
transgressions, especially for rejecting 11their 11 Messiah, and that they cannot 
be restored to wholeness unless and until they repent of their evil and acknow­
ledge divine truth. 

The very concept or symbol 11 Jsrael 11 is an aggravating factor. Historically and 
ideologically, the Christian church is celebrated as the 11new lsrael. 11 For 
example, right at the climax of a recent report of a National Cou nci l of Churches' 
conference, a report concerned with hopes and fears in the Holy Land, there 
appears the expression, 11 the Churc h as the Israel of God. 1147 There is the rub . 
The old Israel failed. It is accursed. God ha s raised up a new a nd better 
instrument to do his work . 

There is also the Christian dichotomy of 11sacred 11 and 11profane, 11 of 11 rel igious 11 

and 11worldly, 11 an impossible distinction for most Jews. The church's mind has 
been severely conditioned by a dualism of 11matter 11 a nd 11spl r it, 11 in con t rast to 
a Hebraic insistence upon the sac red unity of 1 ife. Is not ls rael--the Christian 
dualist asks--a woefully secular state, and, accordingly, is not something 
seriously lacking in her spiritually? One way the Christian conscience seeks to 
remove the 1\•Jorldly Zionis ts 11 from the sphere of its obligations is, in effect, 
to read them ou t of Judaism. 48 

For its part, Christendom has never won through to a reconc iliation with seculari­
ty. Accordingly, all t hrough the modern period the church has been burdened by 
an idealistic universalism in herently distrustful of 1 ife's particularities. The 
church is caught between an advocacy of rel iqiousness (though of course a 
religiousness inseparable from anti-Judaism) and an apolitical universalism (in 
implicit opposition to Israel as a secular state). On both these grounds, the 
religious and the unive rsalistic, we encounter a failure or ref usal to take 
seriously the Jewish people in their Israeli di mension, to accept them on their 
own terms. Is not Israe l a case of nationa!is t , and even t1· ibalist, regression? 
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The kind of ideological structure we are observing is connected with many practi­
cal issues--such as the fabrication that the "holy places" are somehow "above 
pol itics, 11 beyond the soverei gnt y of the people of Israel, including even the 
capital of the nation . Here is sug gested much of the hidden motivation behind 
recurrent dema nds within the Chris tian community[ Protes t ant and Catholic, for 
the so-called in ternat ionalization of Jerusal em.~ That demand exemp lifies the 
imper ia lism of Christian universal ism. (In point of fact Israel has guaranteed 
complete religious freedom in all of Jerusalem and the sanctity and protection 
of all "holy places," including a readiness to place them under independent 
denominational supervision.) Who would dream of applying the notion of inter­
nationalization to such cities as Damascus or Rome or Geneva? To this day, the 
Vatican has not recognized the State of Israel. There is no such place as 
11 lsrael 11 apparently; there is only 11 Palestine 11 ! In the last resort--we 
Christians are saying--lsrae l is not in fact the property of Israel. 

Finally, Christian anti-Zionism is t he new Christian anti-Semitism . Time pre­
cludes a full exposition of this theme. It is in many respects an inference 
from much of the analysis. In principle, there is 1 ittle reason to expect that 
Christian denigration and persecution of Jews over so long a history should 
not be revivified in Christian policies and behavior regarding the Zionist ideal 
and the reestablishment of the State of lsrael--in the 1Holy Land 11 of all places! 
The anti-Zionist stance of many nations and peoples appears inexplicable apart 
from the age-old i nfluence of a ~t i-Judaism and anti-Semitism with in Western and 
Eastern Christendom . 

A certain straw man has recently been circulating in our midst. Reputedly, any 
criticism of Israel is co l led an 11ant i-Ser11 itic 11 act. Yet where in truth has a 
Jewis h or Israeli spokesman insin~a ted any such thing? The most relentless 
critics of Israel are Israelis. Many churchmen give evidence of deliberately 
confusin g the issue of Isr ae l 1 s righ t to survive with the demand (in actuality, 
a fabrication) t hat Israe l 1s every act or pol icy be appr oved . Furthermore, the 
theological truism t hat no people 1 s ri ght to their lund can be absolute readily 
becomes an ideological weapon for denying Is rael 1 s legitimate claims. This 
weapon is seen to be i !lic it by v i rtu e of the fuct that the cri ti c is tacitly 
granting absolute 1·i 9hts to Israel 1 s enemies. Support for Israel would become 
unwarranted absolutization only if it meant bl ind sanction of everything the 
nation does. 

A repeated v,iarning is heard these days : 11 1n your anti-Zionism never let anyone 
accuse you of anti -JevJi shness or anti-Semi ti sm. 11 The a rdor and the pervasiveness 
of this counsel incline me (as a Christian, and therefore a suspicious man) to 
smell a rat. Anti-Semit ism mGy be a h igh ly complex phenomenon but its essence 
is quite elementary. It entails Juden feind schaft , enmity toward the Jewish people. 
The rea l question is a simple one: \low can a man not be an anti-Semite if he 
opposes lsrael 1 s ri ght to li ve, or consorts with would-be destroyers of Israel? 
There is no way to be against Israel without beins anti-Semitic. 

I want to call your at t ention to an essay by E~ward H. Flannery, entitled 1~nti­
Zionism and the Christian Psyche. 11 Fa ·~her Flann2;: y 1 s thesis is that the simi­
larity of reaction in Christendom to the Holocaust and to the emergence of the 
State of Israel is 11 symptomatic '. .. of determinative unconscious forces; 
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specifically, of an unrecognized antipathy (to) the Jewish people. 11 The Holo­
caust and the State of Israel a re at opposi te poles in the existence of Jews. 
"One is i t s nadir; the other, its zenith: lsrc:iel prostrate and Israel triumphant. 11 

Yet even though the stimuli are poles apart, the response is single: apathy­
hostility. Su ch an in~ppr~pri ste ~ffect can harLly ~ome from rft ional sources. The 
very multiplicity of the indictmen ts of Zionisra by Christians conceals unrecog­
nized motivations. '~ certain vague uneasiness attends the idea of Jews restored 
to Palestine, and to Jerusalem in particular. This uneasiness~ serve as the 
subliminal foundation for a Christian anti-Zionism and as the dynamics (behind) 
the various 1 reasons 1 supplied for disfavoring the State of Israel. ... 11 The 
Christian death-wish for Jews finds a new actualization.SO 

Father Flannery stressed the need for caution and tentativeness in this type of 
conclusion. I cannot think of a more essential or timely subject for collabora­
tive research among the social sciences, depth psychology, and theology than the 
whole phenomenon of Christian anti-Zionism. Any scientists who happen to be 
present will insist that we cannot build upon the absence of data. But we are 
not without data. We have 1900 ;ears of Christian contempt for Jews and Judaism. 
And we have some formidable evidence from contemporary behavior in the churches 
right in our midst. 

I should like to close on a moral note rather than a purely psychological one. 

First, for most Jews, and some Christians, the primary question is not the mere 
perpetuation of a state as a juridical entity but the survival and welfare of the 
Israeli population as human beings. The place of the visible state comes to the 
fore as a function of the human question, and for that reason it cannot be de­
nied. When I say "the Israeli popu lation," I do not mean only Jews. It is not 
impossible that a frenzied Arab slaughter in Israel would entail 1 ittle if any 
practical distinction between Jews and those Arabs who have, after all, become 
full Israeli citizens. 

Second, in so far as Christian denigration of Israel cannot be divorced either 
from certain ongoing Christian dogmas and ideology or from historic Christian 
acts of hostility toward Jews, the responsibility of Israeli Jews and the Jewish 
world may become clear. Responsible action will be determined by decisions 
respecting the force a nd changeability of Christian be! ief and Christian behavior. 
There is, I judge, little in the history of dominant Christian attitudes to 
Israel since 1948, and particularly since 1967, to warrant the conclusion that the 
Christian world, and the American Christian community in particular, has changed 
or will change. This state of affairs may inspire Israel is and others sympa­
thetic to Israel to face up to the A.C. Forrests, the Willard Oxtobys, the 
leadership of the National Council of Churches, by persisting in a resolutely 
political stance, by fostering structures of power that help make the negative 
attitudes within the churches increasingly inconsequential to the moral necessi­
ties of Israel's survival and well being. This course is commended, not just in 
the name of Israel but in the name of the Arab peoples and of humanity. From 
that perspective, we are brought back to one note hinted at in the beginning: 
the irrelevance of the churches. 
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appeared on Oct. l, 1967. One page heading read in huge type "INJUSTICE" and 
the subheading stated, 11 111 her presen t policies Israel stand s condemned before 
the world." I select just two from among the many allegations: \-Je condemn 11 the 
treatment of the Arab people in occupied territory in the vieeks that follov-ied the 
war and the harsh, inhumane treatment of the refugees now, and the 19-year-old 
record of inhumanity to Palestinian refugees." "For another 200,000 homeless-­
and if Israeli policies remain the sume they are going to s tay homeless--the • ., , ,, 
future seems grim again in the Holy Land." Forrest's "report" was reproduced 
with varying degrees of editing, through a syndicated arrangement, in a number 
of the largest denominational publications in the United States, and thus falls 
within our delimited suoject. These publications included Church and Home, The 
Episcopalian, The Luthe ran, Pr esbvte 1·ian Life, Presbyterian Survey, Toqether, and 
the United Church Herald. For example, in Together (Methodist) much of the anti­
Israeli slander was edited out . Still, no comments were appended concerning 
Jewish refugees. 

28 The Jesuit journal America, which took the pos it ion that the plight of the 
refugees is at the heart of the Middle Eastern conflict, 1 isted as part of the 
price for ultimate peace Israeli recognition of the Arab view that the refugees 
11have unjustly lost their homeland," although it v1ent on to say that the Arab 
1rJorld must recognize that Israel is 11a homeland for Je1rJs who have no other" 
(June 24 , 1967) as cited in Banki, Christian Reactions ... , p. Jl+). The decla­
ration of the interfaith group from the Southwes t (see n~te 8) spoke not alone 
of "the rights of suffering Arab refugees" but of 11 the plight of persecuted 
Jewish minorities whose human rights have been jeopardized in some Arab lands'' 
(The Los Anqeles Times, July 29, 1967) . 

29 Banki, "Emerging Issues. . . ," p. 4. 

30 Aarne Siirala, in "Symposium: Lutheran Reactions to the Arab-Israel Har," 
Lutheran Quarterly, Aug., 1958, pp. 235, 286. 

31 The New York Times, July 12, 1967 . These spokesmen went on: "Theologically, 
it is this dimension t o the religion of Judaism which leads us to support the 
reunification of the city of Jerusalem." 

32 Glenn C. Stone, in "Symposium: Luthe1·an Reactions to the Arab-Israel 1,,/ar," 
Lutheran Quarter] y, Aug., 1968, p. 284. 
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33 Scharper, pp. 244-45 . 

34 As cited in Ber na rds, p. 26 5. 

35 Ch urch Heral d , Sept . 8, 1967 , as ci t ed in Ber nar ds, pp. 272-73. 

36 Et ernity, July, 1967, as cited i n Bernards , p . 272 . 

37 A col umnist in the Me thod ist publication Concern wrote : "Christians and Jews 
in the United St a t es have a very serious obligation to reject the biblical 
1 i t eral ism that li e s behi nd politi cal zionism .. . " (J une 15, 1967, p . 9) . 

38 Willard G. Ox t oby , July l, 1967, as cited in Berna rds, pp. 271-72 

39 In today ' s Is rael, Chris ti ans number abo ut 72,000, some 12,000 of whom are 
in East Jerusalem. The pri nc ipal group s include Gree k Ca t holics (23,000), Greek 
Or t ho~ox (17,000), Lati ns (11, 000), Maronites (3,000), and Protestan t s (2,000). 
Some 30,000 Chris t ians l i ve i n the "West Ba nk" a rea (Fact s About Israel, 1968, 
Jerusalem : Mini s try for Fore ign Affairs, Infor matio n- Di vi s ion, p . 70) . Accor ­
ding t o one esti mate , t he Chr istian popu la tion in the Mi ddle East is no more tha n 
one ha lf the 1900 figure (Al for d Carle t on, "Chri s t ia n Al t e r na t i ves in the Middle 
East, 11 unpublished ) . 

40 June 24, 1967, as repor t ed i n Newsle t te r , Comm i t tee on the Church and the 
Jewish People, World Counci 1 of Ch urches, Dec . , 1957, p. 9 , 

41 At their 1967 Co nve nt ion, Southe r n Baptis t s voiced much more concern for the ir 
missionaries in Ar ab 1a nJ s than they did f or the fate of Israel (Newsweek, July 
3 , 1967, p . 73) . 

42 This may be more of an acm; ssion than some r ea li ze . Such fea rs would hardly 
be forthcoLl in g r espec ting Chr i s ti ans i nsi de Is rael . 

43 "Review of t he \·/ee k, 11 T:~e Ne\•J YorJ< Tim~~. Ja n. 5, 1969 . In January, 1969 
Rabbi Mar c H. Tanenba um of t he Amer i can Jewish Comm it tee wa r ned of a covert, 
unprecedented, a nd hi ghl y s ki ll fu l campa ign by Ar ~bs to pene trate t he ''i ns t itu­
tional sys tern s of the A1 ,.er i can Cat ha l i c a ,d Prote s t a nt chur che s with propa ganda 
tha t is not only bla tant ly anti- Isr ae l a nd an ti- Zi onis t but also, in many cases, 
vi ru l ently a nt i-S er,1i t ic . 11 Or,e examp l e i s a l ea fi e t provi di ng a Musl im version 
of the medieval bl ood 1 ibel c harge and a rev ival of t ~e ''P ro t ocols of the Elders 
of Zion . 11 A pri mary resource cen ter f or the campnign is Lebanon , where ma ny 
Christia n groups and leade rs are coll abora t in g i n the effort (Statement before 
t he New Yor k Chapter, Amer i can Jew ish Comm it t ee , J an . 12 , l9G9, mimeographed). 

~ • The unde rdog- t op dog tr ~nsi ti on vi s -o-v is Israe l 2nd the Arab nations in J une 
of 1967, in so f a r as it ca n be t a l ked abOL't a t all, docs not appear as a very 
significant f ~c t o r i n cha ng i ng d i ffer ing expres si ons of Christi an opinion . 

45 Cf. Oes te rre iche r a .,J Fl annery : '\<! hen the Jordani an s held the Old City, they 
closed t he bord er so t hat no Is rae li Jew or Arab cou ld visit any of his holy 
places; they des troyed 35 out of 36 syna go gues; they used tombstones from the 
ancient Jewish cemetery on the Mount of 01 ives to pave the foo tpaths and latrines 
of the Arab Legion camp in Bethany. To cede the Ol d City t o Jordan would be for 
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Israel is to participate in those acts of impiety" {11A Statement of Conscience"). 

46 Cf. "On Horld Reac ti on to Developmen ts in the Middle East: A Statement by 
Rabbi Jacob P. Rudin, President of the Synagosue Council of A.mer i ca, "The 
Chris tian Century, Jan. 22, 1969, p. 110; .D.rthur J. Lelyve1d, "Christian Mo rality 
and Arab Terrorism: An P1merican Jewish Con gress Statemen t , 11 Conqress Bi-Weekly, 
Jan. 13, 1969, p. 2. On Jan. 28, 1969 the Pope d1d deplore the public hangings 
in Baghdad of fourteen Iraqi "spies," nine of whom were Je.,,.1s. James Feron 
surmised that this appeal and a subsequent one to the Jordar.ian au thorities see­
king clemency for two Christian Arabs were perhaps connected with the bitter 
criticism of the Pope by Israeli leade r s following upon the raid on the Beirut 
Airport in December, 1968 {The New York Ti mes, Feb. l, 1969). An interesting 
variation on the 11doub le s tandard 11 was a joint Me thodist-Qua ker seminar on current 
social issues arranged for high school students at the Un i te d Nation s on Dec . 
11, 1968. The single spea ker on "Zion ism a nd the Mi ddle ~~:;;t Problem" was a 
representative of the Ame ri can Council f or Judaism, an uncompromisingly anti-
Zion: st group. 

47 L. Humphrey l·!alz, "Hopes vs. Fears in the Holy Land, 11 Social Action and 
Soci al Proqress, Jan.-Feb., 1968 , p. 19, 

48 A. Roy and Al ice L. Eckardt, '~gain , Silence in the Churches. 11. Christian 
and Arab ldeology, 11 The Christian Cent ury , Aug. 2, 1967, p. 993, 

L~9 In January, 1968 Pope PaLll reitera:ed in an add re ss to the Roman Curia his 
contention that p laces specifically identified with the life of Christ should be 
internationalized, i.e., protected by formal agreements guaranteed by interna­
tional authority. ihe Pope's statement contradicted reports that he had gi ven up 
the idea of internationalization and wa s prepared to sanction full Israeli respon­
si b i J ity for the maintenance of the holy places. However, the Pope had apparently 
abandoned the idea of internationali z ing the entire area (as reported in News­
letter, Commi t tee on the Church and the Jewish People, World Council of Churches, 
Feb. , l 968, p . l 2) . 

50 Edward H. Flanne ry, "Anti-Zion i sm and the Christian Psyche, 11 a paper prepa,·ed 
for the Internat ional Conference of Christians and Jews, Toronto, Sept. 2-6, 
1968 (mimeographed). 



December 1, 1967 

abbi Al exander M. Schindler 

Al V-0rspan 

1 spoke to Haim Zohar . Ha wante.d to be apprised conc:erning 
events in Montreal, and I did it, though obviously not as well 
a you ight have done. 

Please be good enough to meet his request for the following 
materials: 

1 - 5 copies of the State of Our Union Message 

2 - coy of the K::.ng letter on negro anti-Semitism 

3 - 10 copies of your book on Israel 

4 - several copies of our I srael resolution 

5 - 1 et of all resolutions 

6 • a listing of our new officers 
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':) ~r na r d Evs l in 

r{abb i l exande r M. $ch indl e r, Mr. A l be rt Vor span 

• 
1 •- •ion~ Ra bb i Richa r d G. Hir s c h 

---- ----- -

,av e jus t been st udying Rabb i Hi r~ch I s r epo r t on h is r ec t , . is i t to I s rae l and I am st ruc k by t \.'JO th i ngs - - how muc1 11 vs t 0f GS uon 't kn ow what's going on there in t erms of Re fo r m J ev; i .; h ac tiviti es. Secondly, if we do ex pand these activit it:s , 

I 
I 

·- mu s t expand c onsciousne ss of what has happened , v1ha t i s t1ap ,:,en i ng and wha t we me an to happeh -- ot he r w is e i t wo 1 1 t ; , .... ,)ptri . 0oviously t he r e are man y ways i n whi c h this depa r tme n t c~ n ~~ o f a i d in p r eparir,g an d dis s eminating informat i on . Howev e r, I t h in k someth i n g more is needed wh ich we are eminent l y q ua lifi ed t o do. 

:rwc ifi c1 lly I am p roposing a fil m abou t t he p r o~ r am Lu lH 
~110t in I s r ae l and t o ce nte r about Lhe Leo Baec k School, Lfi • L i se n<.J r .:1th - E,<cl 1ange-Prog ram, any Re form p res en c e \ve rnun<:1~,C' i r, tht~ youth v illages, and con g r egation a l activi ty . 
I sh oul d 1 ike to poi nt ou t in t his r e gard t ha t I h ave shot se v e r a l f il ms for the UJA overseas -- t wo of t nem p r i ze - \ i r,n i n~: docume n ta ries and another which has been termed " t he mos t e f f.,1... tive fund -r a ising fil m ev e r made . All thesE: fil r,,s -11 rr, s11ot on a very lm-v bud ge t. Two o f t hem in Israe l, on~ i n V i ~n na and Nap 1 e s and anothe.r one in t h is count ry. I can Jo it 0n a budget of about' $10, 000 , J e s ti mate -- th i s fu r a 11 al f nou r fi l m wh ich woll'td--ee- - su itabl e for con gr e ga ti o n.J I u5c, fo r fund -r a i sin g and fo r t e levi s ion. It coul d a l I be d un,. ove r the summe r. , 

L k L ' • / k c: t rnc- no1t1 v1r1a t you t n I n . 
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~ From the desk of 

RABBI JAY KAUFMAN 



UNION OF ORTHODOX JEWISH 
CONGREGATIONS OF AMERICA 

84-5th Avenue, New York 11, N. Y. 

• Lewis R. Weinst in, Chi n 

21 Shev t S723 
February 15, 1963 

tion l Community latione Advisory Council 
10 Pot Office quare 
Boaton, M ss . 

D r • einstein: 

EB 18 1 " 

Pl e be informed that the U ion of Orth x Jewish Con e­
gation of eric , by unanimous decision of its officers 
and Admtniatrativ Co itte , ill not p rticipate nor be 

ented t the eting c lled by bbi I rael iller 
. Label Katz for W dn sday, Febru 20 , 1963 , concern-

u sin Jewry. It we lso un~nimou ly d ci ed to request 
or anizations of which the Ortho ox Union is a constituent 

me ber, to abst in fr artici ation in this eeting. 

It · n ccor 
t ition t 
le like i 

-which, therefo 

ce with this deci ion t 
Orthodox Union h s ta en 
inform th ynagogue Cou 

, will not p rticip te. 

you of 
er . 

cil rica 

The. re.as n for our abstainin fr thi eetin nd for our 
request that th NC4 C and ~ 1 ikewi e ab tain fr such 
p rticip tion, ar obviou. Not withstanding th high repute 
of th gentl en calling this me tin an of the high repute 
nd chiev nts of th ir re ective organiz tions, we believe 

t t any Zionist sponsor hip of an effort to 11 vi te the 
plight of us ian J wry or ny effort which could po sibly be 
interpreted as bei initiated by, controlled by, or associated 
with the Zionist ov ent, is dootned to f ilure and on the 
contr ry would tend to incr e the ufferings of our brethren 
in saia. It ha been the persistent cla •nd lleg tion of 
oviet si that 'u ian Jews re th wittin or unwitting 

tools of Zionia n I peri lis and a such suspect in a hi h 
de ee of di$loyalty nd traitorou ctivities. Any endeavor 
e.s oci ted with Zioni t org niz tions or their leadership will, 
th r fore , only exacerb t th situation. 

In ur opinion, th st ch nee for succ s li in ction 
initiat an cc uct d by the •eli ious Jewish c unity 
nd its representative. Th h n rights pect of this 



Mr. Lewis H. Weinstein •ebruary 15 , 1963 

- 2 -

proble , in addition to the religious one , can c.ome to expression quite 
forcefully and undiminished by religious spo esmanship , for the dignity 
of man and his freedom are fundamental to the theistic world view. 

By copy of t his communication, we are informing the constituent members of 
the NC C of our osition. 

With all good wishes , I am 

MIF/sd 

Sincerely yours , 

OSES I . P'EU RSTEIN 
NATIONAL Pl , IDEN't 

f 
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