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THE NEW GOVERNMENT 
Prime :Minister - GOLDA :MEIR (Labour Party) Without portfolio 

I,ra--, '.i new Governmrr.{, the 15th ;3mc~ Depu ty Premier Without portfolio 
'the fic.;.J: e1•fctions were hel-d in January and E duca ion - YIGAL ALLON (Lab. ) Without por tfolio 
1919 , I:sr el's largest and prcbahly Defonce - MOSHE DAYAN (Lab.) Development 
y oun5 e.,t c:i. inet. I ts 24 • Ministers, two F oreiga - ABBA EBAN (Lab.) Transport 
more th:rn. in the outgoing national un 1ty Finance - PINH-A..S SAPIR (Lab.)' Commer ce 
Q.::w rn:nent, include sevea entirely ne1\· Justice - YA'ACOV SHIMSHON SHAPi:RA {Lab.) and Industry 
fa e3 a'. the Cs.binet table. Hous ing ZE'EV SHAREF (Lab.): Posts 

It is the first co-aliti-on with a!l Agricul t ure 
ag reed platform of basic principles to Labour 
enjoy such an overwhelming majority, 102 Police 

HAIM GVATI (Lab.)' Without portfoli 
YOSEF ALMOGI (Lab.)' Interior 
SHLOMO HILLEL (Lab.) Religions 

Kaesaet Members in the 120-member Wi thou t por tfolio 
H ilUS . Whcll the two-member P oa,lei Agu-
dat Yi;,rael faction joins as well, as ex- Wi th0ut portfolio 

ISRAEL GA.LILI (Lab.) Social Welfare 
- SHIMON PERES (Lab.) Tourism 

pected, it will have 10-1 M.K.s. In the 
01.1tgomg national unity Government . G!l.• 
hal wa3 not a member of the coal tion 
lW;ld accepte<l parliamentary r esponsibility 
ottl y on defence, foreign poJicy and budge!: 
al'a:rs, 

'ii," Labour-Mapam Alignment has 
U )/I m: t es, 12 Labolfr and t wo l\ilapam, 
inclu<ling the fo ur key Ministries - Prime 
Mi.o.ister, Dof ence, F oreign Affaira and 
F inance. Gahal has six Minister.3, but 
holds f o u r portfolios , with Alaf 
Ezer W izman as Minister of Transport 
:(en Cahal 'il He.ru t quota) in a last
m l::rnte surprise move. Herut leader M:e
nahem Begin prefer red t-o remain Minister 
wi thout P ortfolio, afte1· the L abour Par ty 
did ot accept his claim t:hat the second 
largest party was enti tled to the Foreign 
Ministry. 

Th N ational Reli.g"ious P arty h-<i,S the 
a rne three Ministers ·it had in the 
outgoing Cabinet, while the Independent 
Liberals remain with Mr. Moshe Kol. He 
only has the Tourism l'.Iinis try, however, 
:hav·ng g iven up Development. 

The new Cabinet also has the larg• 
e9t ever number of 1finisters without 
Po1·tfol.io - six. Messrs. I srael Galili and 
Silim n Peres of the Labour Party, Messrs. 
Ist::ie Barzilai and Vict or Shemtov of 
Mrmam ( until Mapam decides to become 
a full co. lition partner and head the 1'ti.in
iatries of H ealth and Absorption) and 
Messrs, Begin and Aryeh Dulczin of Ga
hal. Mr. Galili, who i,s slat ed to become 
J.\lli niste1' of Information, was discharged 
f rom ho,:pital this week (following a road 
a cciden• a moa th ago ). 

The average age of the new C ::ilJin<?t 
ls 53. Nin() Ministers are in their 
6,0s, 11 in their 50s and three in their 
mid-JOs. Only four Minis ters were born 
in this count1·y, Messrs. Yigal Allon, Moshe 
Dayan, Yosef Saphir and Ezer Weizman. 
Thri!e others, Messrs. Israel Galili, Shi
mon P eres and Shlomo H illel, came here 
'1n th<)iz' early youth. 

Sixteen Cabinet members were born 
in East E urope, one in South Africa -~ 
Mr. Abba E ban; one in Germany - Dr. 
Y::>sef Burg, one in Iraq - Shlomo Hillel, 
and ne in Bulgaria ~ Victor Sh1imtov. 
, F ·ive P.Iinisters are not M embers of t11e 

K nesset - Messrs. Barzilai, Bhemtou, 
W eizma-11 , D ,i'lczin, and Hillel. 

(Seo comment, page 7} 

Sharef Gvati 

Shal}iro Wa.rhaft il); 

Kren1erlllan engineered 
\V eizlllan's Cabinet post 

By MARK SEGAL 

J cr-uscilem Post P oli tical Reporter 

TEL AVTV, - Mr. Yosef Kremermau 
lVLK, played the key role in getting Alu_ 
Ezer Vl'eizman into the Governrnent, He 
rut circles confirmed. . 

The sources said that Mr. Kremer-mun 
had made the initial approach to Aluf 
w e:zm= some weeks ago, durin,;i- t u;, 
coali tion negotia tions. But the t alks were 
temporarlly stalemated, and Alu.f vVei-zm a!l 
~nd his wife left for Los Angeles on au 
farael Bonds speaking engagement. 

Last Thursday week ·vhen Gahal voted to 
join the coalition, Mr. K remerman phoned 

uf Weizman in the U.S., and urged .:iim 
to re turn as soon as possLble. On the fol 
lowing Satul'day n igh t, before the Herut 
Central Committee voted on its ministerial 
choices, M r , Kremerman approached Mr. 
Begin about Aluf Weizrn an's candidacy. 
Mc Begin replied tha t t here was nothing 
to discus · as long as Aluf Weizm :m w~,s 
in the a rmy. 

Mr. Kremerman and his father-in-Jaw 
M1·. Ya'acov Meridor, for many .years ·Mr: 
Begin's deputy, began canvassing Cc!ntr 'll 
Committee members in support of :M:-. 
H:remerman's candidacy as one of the 
t hree Heru~ ministers. In the ensuuE; vot e. 
M:es;;rs . Begin , Halm L andau and Kre
merman were selected, . with th~ T:·ansnol't 
portfoHo allocated to Mr. ·Land;,i u a nc1 ·Mr . 
Kremermm getting Development. 

Immcd!a tCYiy after the meet ing brok e 

up, Mr . K remer man informed a surpr ised 
Mr, Begin that he pers onally was not 
interested in being a Minist er, but wished 
to convene another meeting, on Sanday 
night, to elect A1uf Weizman as Minis
t e.1· of Transpo1•t . Mr. Begin told him that 
he would agree on four conditions: that 
Aluf Weizman resign from the army ; 
that he sul>mit his can didacy to the Cen
tral Committee, in clear kn owledge t hat 
it was a r isk and the members might 
no t endorse it ; tha t there could be no 
pr ior commitmen t a s to the Transport 
portfolio, and t hat this hinged on Mr . 
Landau's consent too; and, that Aluf 
Weizman, who ha d been reputed to be a 
Herut sympathizer, mus t first j -'n H erut. 

UNAN'Il'tlOUS CHOICE 
Aluf Weizman's plane a r rived la t e Sa

turday n ight, and Mr. Kremerman fill ed 
him in on Mr. Begin's conditions. In the 
early hours of Sunday m or ning, Aluf 
Weizman called on Chief of Staff R av
Aluf Haim Bar-Lev, who he had previous
ly advi.oed of such a contingency, 
and he wa s clemabilized the same day. 
Def ence Minis ter Moshe Daya n also had 
given his consent to the resignation, and 
r eport edly pas3ed a not e to Mr. Begin 
during Sunday's Cabinet meeting, inform
ing him that Mr. Weizman's transfer to 
the Reserves had been com~let ed. 
After being chosen unanimously - wit h 
only Dr. Yohanan Bader M.K. -abstain
ing - Aluf Weizmrui was called to the 

Alm.o~i Hillel 

Kol 

Herut Central Oommlttee meeting at Beit 
Ja.botlnsky, where he wu accorded a 
st anding ovation and waa embraced by 
Mr. Begin. The Herut leader did not for~ 
g et to comment on the irony that a 
nephew of the late Chaim Weizmann was 
now joining the front ranks of the latest 
incarnat ion ot the Revisionist Par ty, 
which had fought Dr, Weizmann for so 
longi 

F . 

DEPUTY MINISTERS 

APPOINTED BY CABINET 
The new Cabinet yesterday h eld Its 

first official and weekly meeting. -Among 
ita :fl.rat s teps was to approve the 
appointment of five Deputy Ministers. The 
new ones will be Mr. Benzion H alfon, 
M.K. (Labour Party) , • of the Moshav 
Movement, for the Ag ricultural Ministry, 
in place of Mr. Aharon Uzan; and Mr. 
Michael Chazanl, M.K. (National Religi
ous Party) , for the :r,Iin i.stry of Educa
tion - who will serve t ogether with the 
incumben t Deputy Minister , Mr. Aharon 
Yadlin. Mr . Chazani succeeds R abbi Kal
man K ahana (Poalei Agudat Yisrael ). 
Mr. Yehuda Sha'ari (Independent Liberal) 
will be appointed Deputy Minister of 
Tourism. H e was previously Deputy Min 
is ter of Develo;pment and Tourism, a 
joint Mini.steri-al port follo then held by 
Mr. Moshe Kol, now Minister of Tourism 
alone. Dr. Zvi Din.st ein will be r eappointed 
Deputy Minister of the Finance Ministry. 

The Cabine t -.,,as also to approve the ap
pointment of a number of new Mini,st,ry 
Directors-General. 
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- ISRAEL BARZILAI (Mapam) 
- VICTOR SHEMTOV (M:apam) 
- MEN AHEM BEGIN (Herut) 
- HAIM LANDAU (Herut) 
- EZER WEIZMAN (Herut) 

- YOSEF SAPHIR '(Liberals) 
- ELIMELECH RThIALT (Liherals)" 
- ARYEH DULCZIN (Liberals) 
- HAIM MOSHE SHAPIRO (N.R.P.)' 
- ZERAH WARHAFTIG (N.R.P.) 
- YOSEF BURG (N.R.P.) 
- MOSHE KOL CT.L.P.) 

Galm Peres 

Rimalt Dulc:r.i:n 

Cabinet swor11 
after 90:10 vote 

By ASHER WALLFISH 
.Je,·usalcm P ost Knesset Reporter 

Mrs. Golda Meir's National U ity Coali
tion received a massive vote of con
fidence in the Knesset Mornfay, v.'he,re
upon she and her miuis te1·s took the de• 
claratlon of a llegiance, and the country's 
15th Cabinet came in to being, 

Ninety hancl.s were rais,ed in support 
of Mvs. Meir. Ten M.K.s vo ted against, 
reiprese:nting the two Communist faotions, 
the · Free Centre, Ha'olam Haueh and 
Agudat Yisrael. There were four absten
tions, from the S tate List and Poale 
Aguda. 

F ormally, Mrs, Meir commandd a total 
of 102 votes a t presen t, 85 per cent of the 
H ouse. 

T ranspor t lliinister Ezer Wei~man (Ga
hal ) who donned ci,vvies just 36 hoiws 
earlie1·, d-id a smar t abou-t-titrn after he 
was sworn in, making a t-itter run around 
t he chamber . It wa,a hard to T~now whe
ther he did so entirely in a fit of absent
mindedness, or with a trace of impi;ihne:.s 
a8 well. 

"A 25-man Cabinet would have been 
the straw that broke the camel's back," 
a Knesset offi cial in charge of seating t old 
The Post. "It would have meant re'15uild-, 
ing the whole Cabinet table. Chairs are na 
problem-we have lots more in stock. 
As it is, t here's no point even in fixing 
name plates on the table opposite the 
seats, because the space under tlrn reble
top has only 18 drawers." 
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REVENUERS l\rEIGH 
NEW KINDS 011~ 1~AXES 

516 buildings demolisheil or 
se,aled si11ce Six Day War 

Jerusalem Post E conomic Correspondent J erusalem Pos t Knesse t R eporter claims that some 7,000 houses had been 
destroyed since June 1967, Lights are burning late in the Treasury as all possibilities are combed of 

bringing the State Budget into closer balance during the coming fiscal year. 
A perpetuation of the existing deficit threatens to generate demand inflation, 
that will widen the already forbidding trade gap still further. 

Defence Minister Moshe Dayan T ues
day told the Knesset that since the Six 
Day War 516 buildings in the adminis
tered areas had been demolished or sealed 
off, 

Of the 516 buildings tha t were 
dern.olished or sealed off, 265 were in the 
W est Bank, 227 in the Gaza Strip and 
24 in J erusalem. R eplying to a. supple, 
m entary question, Mr. Dayan r eiterated 
his view that the demolishing of houses 
was justified and served as deterrent 
agains t terrorism. 

Leading officials had themselves under
estimat ed the amount of money that must 
be pumped out of the economy, whether 
t hrough cuts in Government expenditure 
or bigger t ax r evenue. '·rt is much more 
than the IL700m. or IL800m. which have 
been m entioned," one of them hinted to 
'1.'he J erusal em Post Thursday. 

-- which even so showed a deficit of 
IL600rn., to be financ ed by drawings from 
the Bank of I srael, Actual expenditure 
has been greater, and so have those draw
ings. 

The housing budget was IL328rn., and 
will be m ore than double th at figure or 
around IL700m., according to the Immi
grant Absorption Ministry. 

His reply to a parliamenta ry question 
by Mr. Yosef Tamir (Gahal) r efuted r e
cent r eports by the B.B.C. estimating the 
number a t the 1,000 mark and Arab 

PWD clears land 
near Kf ar Etzion 

In another r eply, Mr. Dayan sai d that 
since the Six Day \Var 71 m en and 
women from the administered areas were 
deported. Most of them r eside in J ordan 
and receive r egular allocations from the 
Jordanian Gove-rnment. Some of them are 
engaged in anti-Israel political and in~ 
formation activities, he added. 

Chief cause is the defence budget fixed 
at IL2.5 billion in the 1969/ 70 estimates 

Sapir -warns 
of itnbalance 

J erusalem Post P olitical R er.c:·cc r 
TEL A VIV. ~ Finance Minis ter Pinhas 
Sapir on Friday called for dra..~tic mea
sures to bridge the country's growing 
trade imbaJlance "otherwise we are Ilea.ding 
for an economic earthquake in 19:0." His 
warning at the first session on economic 
and wage policies of the Labour Party 
Economic Affairs Committee was in line 
with the belt-tightening prognosis spelled 
out at the recent Histadrut convention. 

The meeting, chaired by Mr. Aki.VJ. Gov
rin, was also attended by Mapam leaders 
and Labour Party trade union leaders. 
This meeting found Mr. Sapir anrl other 
economic leaders opposed by trad~ union 
chiefs and Map am on wage polid.1:: s. This 
was the first of a series of discusskns. 

Mr. Sapir noted that the countl'y was 
deeply in debt and the deficit was in
creasing, as a direct result of the ever
present heavy defence outlay. He warned 
against the likeqy negative effects of a 
high wage raise. 

A similar theme was aired by th '! Gov
ernor of the Bank of Israel, Mr. David 
Horowitz, who noted that defence e.x'Jen
diture took foreign currency th,tt w'ould 
o therwise go to development schemes. He 
urged measures to r estrict private con
sumption. 

Trade deficit up 
37o/o in November 
Israel's trade deficit grew by 37 per 

cent in November from the month be
fore, a far greater rise than anticipated 
on the basis of normal seasonal changes, 
the Central Bureau of Statistics announ
cecl. The tleficit totalle<l $77m. in Novem
ber, compared to $56m. the month before. 

During the period J anuary-November 
of this year, the deficit totallecl $540m., 
as compared to $424m. cluring the same 
11eriocl in 1968. This 27 per cent rise grew 
out of a net increase in imports of 20 
per cent, while the net increase in ex
ports was 13 per cent. 

The figures do not include trade be
tween I srael aml the a<l1ninistered terro
tories, the Bureau stated. 

Net imports in November (including 
ships and planes) totallecl $133rn., an 
increase of $17m. over the month be
fore, it was stated. 

Sapir resigns 
Labour post 

TEL AVIV, .- Finance Minister Pinhas 
Sapir Thursday r esigned his ·post as 
Labour Party Secretary-General, a job he 
has held since August 1, 1968. Mr. · Sapir 
announced his resignation, effective J a nu
ary 1, at the · weekly meeting of the Party 
L eadership Bureau. 

A similar a nnouncement was made by 
the Associate Secretat·y-Genroi·a l, Mr. Shi
mon P eres, who enters the Cabinet as well. 
Mr. Sapir's successor :,11lJ he chosen in a 
fcr tnight by the Ma.pa l wing of the pa rty. 
According to p arty sources, t he likelies t 
candidate is Mr. Lyova Eliav. 

The Rafi wing of the party will meet 
early this week to elect Mr. P eres' suc
cessor. 

Mr. Mordechai Surkis asked Mr. Sapir 
for a discussion on the maiden Knesset 
speech of Mr. Avraham Ofer, which he 
a sserted deviated sha rply from Govern
ment policy. It called for withdrawal and 
a "defeatis t a.pproach". 

Mr. Sapir defended Mr. Ofer's right to 
speak his mind. 

PAGE FOUR 

The only serious econom.y that can be 
made on the expenditure side is J;n de
fence . This fac t alone makes it cli'!ar that 
drastic changes must he enacted to st ep 
up tax revenue in the coming 15 months. 
Some revenue specialis ts in the T r~as·,1ry 
a re opposed to the added value tax a nd 
to the payro'll t ax advocat ed hy Mr. Zand
berg, preferring to rely on thP. s a'c!3 t &x 
- which would have to be rais~rl on a 
wide range of goods. 

Jerusalem Pos t Repor ter 
The Public Works Department Tues

day began clearing the Shifa lands n ear 
Kfar Etzion, though without touching the 
houses of the Arab farmers living there. 

The 20-0 persons cultivating the land 
have been served with eviction orders by 
the Military Government on the grounds 
of "overriding security r easons." A 1,200-
dunam tract, constituting the village of 
Beit Skaria, is affected by the order . It is generally agreed th 1t there is 

little room to move in direc,. t axation; 
although this iis the one area where 
increas,>. d r a tes do not affect prices. Other 
possibilities canvassed are a deposit on 
imports, and a.n increase in Uw various 
licence f ~e·,. 

An important point s tressl;)d in the con
sultations is the c?nnection bet-.veen wages 
and taxes. The higher the wage increase 
to be won by 'the Histadrut, the heavier 
the taxe~ that will have to be o1apped 
on the wider community (for higher "lux
ury taxes'' yield a negligible return) . It 
is hoped that this consideration will in
spire r estra int in wage bargaining. 

Sapir picks 
Agmon as 

Treasury head 
J erusalem :Post Economic R eporter 

Fjnance Minister Pinha,s Sapi r has 
chosen Mr, Av,raham Ag m o n as 
his Di rector-General and was to re
-commend his appointment at this 
week's C ab in e t meeting. He will 

take over his new 
post on January 1, 
according to the 
Treasury s p o k e s -
man. 

Mr. Sapir paid 
tribute to Dr. Ya'
acov Arnon, who 
terminates 15 years 
a t the head of the 
Treasury. "I found 
D1•. Arnon's resig
nation an accom
plished fact when I 

Abraham Agmon returned to the Min-
istry," Mr. Sapir staited Thursday, ·"and 
can only express my regret at losing his 
services.'1 Dr. Arnon st-ate-s he has no 
plans for the immediate futur ~. 

Mr. Agmon was born 41 years ago near 
Byalistock, in Poland. He came to P ales
tine in 1947 at the age of 19, in time 
to fight in the War of Independence. 

SERVED IN EAST EUROPE 
Afterwards he studied economics a t the 

Hebrew University, and entered the Trea
sury in 1954. Twice he broke off to serve 
i n Israel'-s embassies in E a.s tern Europe
the first time as Second Secretary in 
Moscow, the second time in 1961 as First 
Secretary in Warsaw. E ig1hteen months 
la ter he was transferred as Co unseilor 
back to the Moscow Embassy. 

Since 1964 he has worked in the Trea
sury's Budget Division, becorn.ing Deputy 
Director under Mr. Moshe Zandberg, and 
Ditector when irr. ·z andberg left less than 
two years ~ago. Mr. Zandberg is returning 
t0 the Trea.sury part-time as E conomic 
.A.d,(iser to the Mini-ster, so will revive a n 
old partnership. Mr. Agmon is married 
a nd has two sons. 

Likelies t candidate to take over the 
Budget Division is Mr. Arnon Gafny, Di
rector of Ashdod port, informed circles 
sa y. Mr. Gafny (son of J\fr. Simha Gafny, 
former Commissioner of Interna l Revenue ) 
was himself a former member of the Trea
sury 's Budget Division. 

There were only about 80 people resi
ding in the village Tuesday. The rest, 
it was said, had left for the vH!age 
of Artas, near Bethlehem, for the winter. 
Despite the sunshine, Beit Skar ia was 
chilly. The remaining villagers occupy 10 
of the village's 19 houses. • 

The miikhtar, Sheikh Ibrahim Atallah, 
had gone off to J erusalem. According to 
his son, he "was looking for a good 
lawyer" to s ta y the eviction order. 

Relations between the village and the 
settlers at Kfar Etzion, jus t across the 
road, have not been of the best. On the 
other hand, contacts with Rosh Zorim, 
the newer J ewish village to the north, 
have been quite friendly. 

As one young sett<ler from Kfar Etzion 
put it, the Arab villagers were not wanted 
in the area. The people at Kfar ,Etzion 
a re mostly sons of the original settlers, 
dr iven off their lands in 19!8. Their 
bitter m emories cannot fail to cast a 
shadow over their r elations with the 
Arabs. On the other hand, the young
sters who had come to l ive a t Rosh 
Zorim "!mew nothing about wha t had 
gone on in the past." 

A young man from Rosh Zorim .s top
ped his tractor on the road long enoug h 
to say that his group got along well witi1 
the Arabs and he "doesn't know what 
Kfar Etzion wants them out of there 
for,." 

Cotton harvest 
nears 40,000 tons 

This year's cotton crop has reached 
39,500 tons. L a.s t year's ha1 vest was 
33,500. Income, however, is not expected 
to be higher than las t year's, because of 
damage from early rains. 

Export sales in 1969 are expected to 
reach $12m. compared to $7m. las t year . 
Of the 63,000 tons of cottonseed, 15,000 
are earmarked for settlements, and the re
mainder for oil production. 

Sulphur price drop 
saving Israel IL 5 m. 

EILAT. - The Timna Copper Mines a nd 
the Chemicals a nd Phosphates Company 
wi'.l together save some IL5m. during the 
coming year due to the fall in the world 
prices of sulphur. 

Timna a nd Chemical a nd Phosphates use 
some 75,000 tons of sulphur annually and 
it is, in fact, Timna's largest expr!nse. 

Young squadron 
leader dies 

AFULA; - Ki.bbutz Merhavia 'T'llursday 
laid to rest one of its outs tanding sons, 
Rav-Seren Efraim Ashk enazi, an air force 
officer with a disting uished record, who 
died after a long illne·ss at the age of 31. 
He enlisted in 1956, served as a comba t 
pilot and later as a flight instructor. He 
was a technological wizard and made 
several important inventions that im
proved the p erformance of fighter planes. 
In 1968 he was awarded the Israel De
fence Prize for his work. 

He cited as an example the former 
Mayor of E ast Jerusa'lem, Ruhi el-Khatib",
who serves as chairman of the committee 
for the "rescue of J erusalem." Another 
deportee, Kamal Nasser, is in charge o! 
information with the Palestine L iberation 
Organization, while Ibrahim Bakher until 
recently held a key post with the F atah 
leadership, when he f ell out with Yasser 
Arafat. The former head of the J erusaleni 
Moslem Council, Sheikh Abdul Hamid e
Sa ' eh, was a Minister in the Jordanian 
Ca binet until three months ago and is 
now active in anti-Israel propaganda.-

R equests to let 15 of the deportees 
r eturn were received from va rious indi-< 
vidua:ls and institutions in the \Vest Bank, 
but only one woman was allowed to re-< 
turn so far on humanitarian gro unds. 

DENIES 'MANOEUVRES' REPORT 
In other replies, Mr, Dayan denied a; 

r eport by "Al Ahra1n" claimino- that the 
I srael Air Force had t aken part in r ecent 
Nato manoeuvres and said tha t the 
E gyptian authorities had cla imed credit 
fo r the sabotage of two Israel ships in 
the port of Eilat. 

When Mr. Tamir asked fo·r the De• 
f ence M inister's interpretation of a state• 
nient by the Jordanian Government that 
J ordan would in f u tui·e refitse to admit 
deported persons, Mr. Dayan sa-id: " I am 
replying on behalf of the Government of 
I srael, wnd not /01· the Jor danian Gov~ 
ernment. For your question yon ha ve ta 
approach anothei· Par l iament." 

Heavy terms for 
captured F atah 

RAMALLAH. - A military court here 
imposed heavy p rison sente,nces on two 
t errorists Monday, the sole survivors of 
a 13-man F a tah band wiped out in a 
clash in June 1968. 

The leader of the group, A bas H a mad, 
28, got 45 years in j ail. J ihad Sabah, 22; 
drew a 30-year sentence . • 

According to the charge sheet, the gang 
crossed the J ordan on J une 21, 1968. They 
were headed for Nablus on tl1e followi ng 
day, when they encountered a.u Israeli 
pat rol in a banana grnve near Nu'eima; 
in the J ericho dist rict. In the ensuing 
bat tle, which las,ted several hours, 11 of 
the gang died, and H am~ d and Sa.b ah 
were captured. 

During the battle, Seren Gad Manel la 
exposed himself to enemy fire to rescue 
a n Israeli soldier wounded in the fighti ng. 
About a month later, Seren Manella and 
Sgan-Aluf Arye Reg ev were killed in a 
similar encounter near the Damya bridge, 

A/M Bendel killed 
TEL A VIV. - Aluf-Mishne Gideon Ben
del, 45, was killed in a road aceident near 
Afula on Thursday. The car in which he 
was driving was crushed by a heavy lorry, 
He is survived by a wife and two chiJd-
1·en. 'l'he famHy tlves in Zahala. 

It is alleged that the collision occurred 
when the lorry dri
ver - a resident o! 
Kiryat Binyamin -
went through a stop 
signal. 

Aluf-Mishne Bendel 
was rushed to the 
Afula hospital where 
he died. His driver,. 
who was seriously in~ 
jured, is -sti ll under
going treatment. 

Questioned by The Jerusalem Post last 
week, Dr. Arnon stated that he is re
tiring as Director of the Economic Pla n
ning Authority as well. "I am leaving 
the civil service," he said, "a nd taking a 
holiday.'' No decision has been made as 
to who will succeed Dr, Amon at the 
!DP A, but informed circles do not expect 
it t-o be Mr. Agmon. 

Many officers gathered at the k ibbutz 
for the funeral which was conducted by 
Air Force Chaplain Rav-Seren Yitzhak 
Ra'hinowitz and his childhood comrade, 
Raphael Tzour. Efraim Ashkenazi is sur
vived by his wife , a daughter and by h is 
parents. His f ather is chairma n of the 
J ezreel District Council. 

Aluf-1\fi shne Bendel,
who occu pied a 

senior post in Northern Command, was 
born in I srae l, served in the P al.mah and 
fought on the Latrun front during the 
,va r of Independence. Occupying senior 
Training Command posts, he was an in
structor at army G.H.Q. college, arid 
served as battalion commander. 
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Rabbi Norman l,alllll1 
The Jewish Center 
131 West 86 Street 
New York, N.Y. l 024 

Dear Rabbi Lamm, 

February 22, 1971 

I n my letter of February 19th I indic:ated that I would bring 
to Rabbi Schindler's attention your letter of February 17th, 
when he returns to the office on February 22nd. 

Unfortunately Rabbi Schindler has found it necessary to go 
on to another commitment withoqt returning to the office at 
this time. I have therefore taken the liberty of turning 
your communication over to Rabbi Hirs~h, who is Chairman of 
our Israel Committee. However. eince Rabbi Hirach is in 
Israel at the present time, it might be a while before he 
can respond to your letter. 

I am sorry I could not be more helpful at this time. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Mrs.) Rae Weiner, 
Secretary to B.abbi Schindler 

cc: Rabbi R.ichard G. Hirsch 

• 
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RABBI ALEXANDER SCHINDLER 

2/19/71 

From: Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch (by phone) 

Reservations: not having been part of the process, 
not sure, but would imagine :tk±xx:ixxµ&kaid:~ the 
group that is really supporting . this is the Orthodox 
group. RR thinks they are using dhis means to 
strengthen their hold on the Sabbath, some of which 
is unforgivable under any circumstances. 

The fact that a Je~ha:ke:XRX would have what amounts 
to one day off a month in which there would be for 
example transportation and other conveniences available, 
does not preclude the many .disadvantages which occur to 
him on the Sabbath because of the Orthodox control over 
such things as transportation. 

He thinks this is probably a pretext only to serve to 
strengthen the control of the Orthodox element over 
the Sabbath which occurs 52 times a year. 

Very grave reservations about signing it. 

He will bethere next week and can tell you about his 
feelings more fully on his return in 2 weeks. 

This (above) might not be the case in Lamm's intentions. 
He may be 'kosher' in his motivations because he is 
liberal, but he isn't doing it -- it is the Orthodox 
party. 

Call Rabbi Hirsch on Monday - he leaves on Tuesday. 

u(/ &Jl'~~ 
~ /, / \ fl 6 . 1--) / , .. 9 v ) I \ o \_../ 

Jl.Jf~lr>t 



Rabbi Norntan Lamm 
The Jewish Center 
131 West 86 Street 
New York, N.Y. 10024 

Dear Rabbi Lamm, 

February 19• 1971 

This will acknowledge receipt o· yo r . peciel Delivery 
letter of Februar 17t' to P h 1. chir <11 .r 

In view of t ,e fact thatRab'bi Schin ler :i.a out of: tot-1n 
today, yo11r. letter will be held for his immediate 
attention when he returns to '-he f~ice , n HoncJaJ. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Mrs.) Ra Weiner 1 

secretary to Rubbi Schindler 

• 



~abbi Alex Schindler 
House of Living Judaism 
C38 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear ~abbi Schindler: 

RABBI NORUA.N LA.MM 

THE JEWISH CENTER 

lal WEST 86TH STREET 

1'.'EW YORK, N. Y. 10024 

SCHUYLER 4-a:nl 

February 17, 1971 

I am writin0 to you and to a few other select individuals from 
amon0 leaders in the American Jewish cori1munity and in industry 
and scholarship. It is my hope that you will contribute your 
prestige and influence to a proposal to solve a grievous problem 
in the State of Israel. 

During r.1y stay in Israel there took place the unfortunate Ashl<.elon 
car-race affair. This was only the latest of the many incidents 
that have pla2:ued the State in the area of Sabbath observance. 
It is hard to convey the s;:mse of animosity, of contempt , and 
of social disruption caused by this and similar conflicts. 

Under the present six-day-a-week situation, non-observant Jews 
have only Saturdays available f or travel, entertainm2nt, artistic 
events, sports, etc . To be denied the ri3ht to pursue their 
interests on this one free day of the week is something they 
understanda1.Jly consider intolerable. Yet to permit the open 
and public desecration of the Sabbath is to invite the de-Judaiza
tion of the Land of Israel. Furthe~wore, observant Jews find the 
situation even more onerous, because their reli6ious convic tions 
prevent them fror.1 participating in public events even in a limited 
neasure . 

It has occurred to a nunber of people that the only equitable 
solution is the five-day week. Eventually this system will have 
to come to Israel. ~ut economists maintain that this cannot be 
instituted in the foreseeable future. 

• 



Rabbi Alex Schindler -2- February 17, 1971 

It thc~ re f ore occurred to me that a way out of this problem is 
the restoration of Rosh Hodesh (the first day of each Hebrew 
nonth) as an official day 0£ rest in Israel. This will add from 
seven to nine days (inst-2ad of appro:dmatcly fifty as in the fiveday week) to the c1_1.rrent m.1raber of official d-,qs-of f . Dur inc this 
time there can be scheduled nany of the 11 events 11 now scheduled 
for Saturdays, for want of any other time. lieligious and secular 
Jews will both benefit , the escalation of terupers and tensions 
will be avoided, and an ancient Jewish tradition r2established -
at not too ~reat a cost to the econony . In addition, these extra 
days of rest will make aliyah more palatable to Western Jews who, 
accustomed to the five-day week, find that the Israeli system is 
unduly harsh . 

The enclosed copy of an article on the subject will explain the 
plan in some more detail althou~h, necessarily, some important 
particulars could not be included in it. 

The :::i.osh Hodesh Plan was officially introduced to the Knesset last 
month by 11r . Zevulun Har.iraer, 11 .K., -after he consulted with a 
number of leading economists in the country. It .was then assigned 
for study to the Labor Committee of th~ Knesset . Earlier, I had 
discussed the idea with a nuE1ber of prominent H.K.' s of the Labor 
parties who seemed quite sympathetic. 

However, the iiinister of Labor has opposed the proposal because 
of his reluctance to add these seven-to-nine days off to the labor 
calendar. 1:enbers of his party will probably feel bound to follow 
his decision re0ardless of their personal convictions on the 
matter . So far, appeals to him to chan0e his mind have failed. 

The sponsors of the bill have therefore asked that prominent 
individuals in the U.S.A., who arc concerned by the perennial 
relisious conflicts in Israel, bring the ir influence to bear on 
th2 Pri□~ i:inister and oth~r leadine officials, asking them to 
intei:Y~r.12 personally. 

I an tl1,);.·~Ior.; tu:cnin[_, to ym .. , in your pe::sonal capacity, asl~ir.:; you 
to associa i: .-:~ )"Ours 2lf with thos2 0£ us ·who are anxious to prevent 
these inti;rnecine strur:;~les from jeopardizinG the relationship 
of American Jews to Israel and to Judai;rn as well. We must convince 
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habbi Alex Schindler -3- February 17, 1971 

the Government that the ultinate cost to Israel of one Ashkelon affair, or other such hate-ridden controversy, is far nore than 
nine work-days in a country where th2 population works six days 
out of seven. 

:;Gcaus;; th~ :.:n~ss :;t Labo-:.:- Conni tte2 is p-r2pcrin3 to debate the bill in the very near ~uture, it is ur3ent that you respond at once, pernittinz ne to include your name araonest other Jewish 
leaders -- from all croups, or3anizations, and persuasions -in the tele0ran to :!rs . Golda 1~eir. "'!ou will find enclos•.:!d a 
cop~r of thG t2::,t . 

Please ~) C l:ind 1.~nou.:;h to siz~ th2 enclosed blank and retu,_-n 
it tone ir:iraediately. 

Hi th all ray thanks h-i advance, 

111/hh 
Znclosures 

Cordially yours, 

• 
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I·'irs. Golda Neir 
Prime Minister 
Jerusalem, ISRASL 

1 1 THE UNDERSIGNED URGENTLY IMPLORE YOU TO USE YOUR INFLUENCE 
IN SECURING PASSAGE OF LA:30R BILL A:•~NDMBNT ON ROSH HODESH 

INTRODUCED BY M.K. ZEVULilll HAMNER NOW Ii·J LABOR CONHITTEE. WE 
.. 

I FEEL THAT RESULTING SOCIAL HARMONY AI:m r-.ESPITE FROH RELIGIOUS I I 
I 

'' i 

I, 

CONFLICT WELL WORTH THE ~INE DAYS REST PER YEAR. THE ROSH 
HODESH PROPOSAL IS A CREATIVE SOLUTION, WILL CONTRI:JUTE TO 
GREATER UNDERSTANDING AND LESS FRICTIOr! Ai\fONG JEWS OF DIFFER.EHT 
RELIGIOUS PERSUASION, A!::D HAKE ALIYAH EASIER FOR AMERICAN JEWS 
ACCUSTONED TO FIVE DAY 'WEEK. YOUR INTERVENTION WILL BE DEEPLY 
APPRECIATED BY ALL SEG11ENTS OF ANERICA.i.~ JEWRY TO WHOM ISRAEL 
IS DEAR. 

• 



r 
-, : 

.l.lne 
.., . 

GC .J£.Ce , 

r ; 'lI8 r eligious conflicts which 
"-- i;cem to afflict Israel with ap· 

11al11n;; regularity and constitute a 
\.iirr•nt to ihe social fabric . of the 
r;t;tLo ure all the more insiduous be
ranse each issue is somehow "solv
••li" and then promptly forgott en. 
,-,-., ,1 nature of the crises is such, 
,owcver, that they tend to . be cum
,laU vc in the residue of ·communal 

:·) The Kness~t last week bega~ considering 
a moti_on {or the first day of each lunar· 

• , 1 i-- • - r. - I 1 ,,.,. • .- rnoni:n to 0e a c:.ay Oi :rest 1n srae1L 1111s 

1t1M·nnl and mutual mistrust they 
}, ,rLve. 

iL ls, indeed, a galling • irony 
ll1:Ll lt :;houid be the Sabbath above 
n II l'lse lhu.t ls the source o·f so 
ntut:h friction and animosity -
,t ,,e day of rest, "of love and good• 

would give religious Jews a day o:f- rtst 
wit1 o- ._ restrictions. The initiator of the 
plan, r. NO:>MAl""\J' LP. .. Mdl, here 
discusses the R o s h 1-J o d e s h idea. 

will. .. of pc-ace and tranqui lity a nd • 
1111i e,l· mid confidence" (from 1t,he thus, be no offence given to r •!li
,-,h:thhat afternoon ( Minha prayer) . gious sensibilities, and there will be 
!."or •a rclig-lo tw Jew to see· a Jew- .no denial of the rights of the non
ls,1 slate - his Jewish state no observant majority. Fur.thermore, the 
l r-r-:s tlwn any one else's, regardless religious minority will be •able to 
nf his 111inority-status - experience_ participate (as it cannot at present) 
th<.• pubiic dc:-;ccratlon of Judaism's in many such cultural or athletic 
J110 1; t cnaracleristic religious insti- events • 

. Lution is unthinkable and unforgi ve- The Rosh Hodesh Plan has 
aiile. For J udaism is not, ,and nev er several important points in its fa
t!/llJ be, sol-ely a m atter of the indi- vour. First, it involvf:s approximate-

, vldual's conscience . and conduct. ly seven to nine additional days off 
Unlike 'Christianity, which addressed from the work schedule of the 
itself to the indi victu a l and the year _: a seemingly satisfactory _ 
world, :Judaism never surrendered its compromise between the public's ._. 

, Pmphasis on the concentric circle demand for days for its own amuse- . 
' in between the two: the Jewish ment or entertainment without em
•' ;1cople •as a whole. Were it other- broiling it in religious polemics , 
1 wise, there would surely be no . and the needs of the national eco-

Sl.ate of Israel .today. At the same nomy. (The first day of Tishri is 
lime, the situation • for the non-ob- . obser':'ed as Rosh Hashana anyway, 
servant Jew in Israel borders on and about twice every three years 
the insufferable . He has but one Rosh Hodesh falls on the Sabbath • 

:rt-P 

I day rn the wee!, Lo hiinselt', away which, /l-gai:l, is not a working banquet on R osh Hodesh ( 20: 5,6). 
from the routine of ·his work. To day.) From • the same passage we learn 
J11we ,;omeonc else - -and a mino- There is one side-problem here: t hat vth e :New Moon was similarly 
r ity -at that! - tell h.im how l'le When Rosh Hodesh falls on a Mon- celebratep by ali families, not only 
n11rnt spend that one day, and what day or a Thursday, the adjacent t he royal one. The same chapter 
lw may or may not do, is intoler- Sunday or Friday may prove unpro- . ,refers to a yom ha-maaseh ( "day of 
alill?. ductive, as does a.1y working day · wo:·k"), wh ich the commentaries 

H cl'c, indeed, is the crux of the sandwiched between two holidays. (Targum, Rashi) explain as refcr
,woi.>i1·m - the conflict between !he difficulty can be met, however, ring to a weekday as opposed to 
two irreconcileable claims on the oy a simple method. Rosh Hodesh, which, thus. is con
one available day for the Ist'aeli Often, Rosh Hodesh consists of side red a non-work day ( ibid . 18, 19) 
dli :c:er.. Tne dcmaod for public res- two days ·(the historical reasons do Througho ut Scrip ture , Ro,h Hodesh , 
111•c t for ,the Sabbath coilides head- not concern us here). At such times, is i.1ciuded w ith Sha.bbat and FeE
on wilh the demand for the indi-• the Sunday or the Fric.ay of the -· tivals (as in 11 Kin gs 4:22,23;" Isa
vidu:i\'s freedom (and the facilities two days can be marked, or the iah 1 :13, 14; Hosea 2: 13, etc . ). Ev_en 
.to rn ::d;:c use o~ it) to do what Tuesday or Wednesday. For. the ten · today , in very pious families, wo- ' 
one w:,nts, especially when no -al- years 5732-5711 (1972-1981), the ma- • m en refrain from major manual la-

·ternativc is possible. ximum number of days · off under hour on Rosh Hodesh . 
,:· -, "_ - · ,,f ~.- . . L 1 1 . \"-f!i.e plan 1.; 1:11 (1.e., w ,ien rtosh }Io- In the :Vriddle Ages, according to 
,r(Ja,y ~,1·C1_,., Jili.evi.,ao~e _ \ pesh falls on Friday-Saturday ·ur Sa- a numher of authorities "hard work" : 

A sat1sfoctory way out of th is . turd ay-Sunday, the Friday or . the wa;; forbidden to m~n as well as 
l\1\c-mma would, of cou,rse, be the \,Sunday will be considered an offi- worr,en. ' 
fiVl'-l ay week as it is known and ' cial holiday). The minim um ( if the The Hal a cha does not proscribe 
practised -throughout the Western , above days will be co.1sidered - as melacha (work) as it does on Shab
worlc.l. Such idea:- ha ve been pro- falling on Saturday anci thus no "of- bat 

1
and Festiv-als. Nevertheless, Rosh 

posr-d before only to be r ejected be- i ficial" Rosh Hodesh ~hat month) Hocte.;h was considered a day in 
. c;w,,c oi economic re-aso111, or be- 1 comes to 71. Dunng tncsc ten ca- wh ich the labourer was free from 

c•:J U/H' of Lhc shortage of m a npower. , lcndar years, Monday will be (;leclar- • hi.-; daily rounds . One might, per
.Al. fH\.!dcnl , I am told, such con'.,i- ' ed a. day-off only six times, and haps, d istinguish between w1Jr/-; in a 
dcnillons arc ev1·n more formidable '. Thursday only four times - a day technical hulachic s ense ( thi s inciud
:-· 1tlthr,11g-h n. promin ,•nt lnduslrial- ·per year! . ing such activities a:; smoking, writ

J.~I. hui; conflc!Pd in tnl) th:tt Fr!dny ! A ~econd advanlagc of tne Rosh in g-, Lravclling-) and lalJ,jwr in the 
1n •a ' 'w,,st('(\ ctny" anyway and Lh,i : llodt•:;h plan is the ~racing- of th,' sense of c•ng-ag 111g in one's normal' 
flv•!•tlay Wl!l'k is t!Vl'lllu:illy lnevil• ' daytt off.. It follow:-; u. nalural r-hythni purs uit. ()f a llvl!!lhoorl. On R<JHh 
Jll•I••. H11I. what. un til l.lil'n,'! Hnw \ of a <lay 1:_v,•ry month. fn Lhl>; ·:n,y I lode:;n ;then, work ls pl'rniitlcd and 
\1 1:11,y ,, , 11lll'l' A:;h\wl,i n H.accs mu~t : lt l:;_ i; UfH:ri or Lu tn c a lternate sug- lab(Ju • ;scouraged (although not 
1,ntl ean the country suCfcr? \ gest1on that ha:; been made o re- forb:ctc;eni. 

i( com plete ~olutions arc not at leasing w.ork r. on fe!>llvals sucn "' .. ,, "h t· h f . 
'·-···' - ., • .__:,.., ., ~ .. 0~•~01 ;,., ·""· a11 Hanukka ;111rl Pnr,rn ..,u,c,y ' e 11 n_e _ as -\;QT!Hl or 1-ll:i, 
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111 till! w~d,. lo himself, away w:.ich, p.gai:I, ls not a workin,; banquet o::i Rosh Hodcsh (20: 5,6). , tlh! ruuline of his work. To day.) From the same passage we learn ~ :-;omcone else - and a mino
at that! - tell him how he 

t ~rwnd that one day, and what 
11ay ur may nr,t do, is intoler-

There is one side-problem here: that vthe New Moon was similarly When Rosh Hodesh falls on a Mon- celebratep. by all families, not only day or a Thursday, the adjacent the royal one. The same chapter Sunday or Friday may prove unpro- .. refers to a yom ha-muaseh ( "day of ductive, as does any working day · wo:,k" l. which the commenlarie's ,·re, indeed, is the crux of the sandwiched between two holidays. ( Tar gum, Rashi) explain as refe,,h-m - Lhe conflict between The difficulty can be met, however, ring to a weekday as opposed to irrcconcileable claims on the by a simple method. Rosh Hodesh, wh ich, thus, is conavailable day for the Israeli Often, Rosh Hodesh consists of side red a non-work day ( ibid. 18, 19) :,•r .. 'I'nc drm a nd for public res- two days (the historical reasons do Throughout Scripture, Ro,h Hodesh for •the Sabbalh collides head- not concern us here). At such times, is included with Shabbat and FeEwilh tlie demand for the indi-· the Sunday or the Friday of the. tivals (as in 11 Kings 1:22,23; Isa.al'i; freedom (and the facilities two days can be marked, or the iah 1:13, H; Hosea 2:13, etc.). Even make use of 1t) to do what Tuesday or Wednesday. For the ten · today, i::i very pious families, wo-w:,nts, especially when no -al- years 5732-5711 ( 1972-1981 l. the ma- • men refrain from major manual la-alive is possib1e. ximum number of days off under bour on Rosh Hodesh: .. , . l . ..._ , , [ fne plar. 1:; \:/1 11.e., w;1en rtosh Ho- • I:1 ~he :Vliddle Ages, according to ,-c:::_.y ·1;,rce.{ li:UeVhaO.e ! desh falls on Friday-Saturday or Sa- a number of authorities "hard work" satisfactory way out of this . 'turday-Sunday, the Friday or. the was forbldden to men as well as nma wonld, of cou,rse, be the ;,Sunday will be considered an offi. wor,,en . , -,lay week as it is known and ' cial holiday). The minimum (if the The Halacha does not proscribe :l1 s l'c! •throughout the Western . above days will be considered· as melacha (work) as it does on Shab,u. Such Ideas have been pro- falling on Saturday and thus no "of- bat and Festivals. Nevertheless, Rosh •d l,c'for,) only lo be rejected be- ficial" Rosh Hodesh that month) Hodesh was considered a day in ,l! of economic reason:,; or be- ; comes to 71. During these ten ca- wh ich the labourer was fre.:; from il' of Ute> shortage of manpower. • Icndar year:-;, Monday will be declar- • hi.-; Jaily rounds. One might, perjll\·.,enl, I am told, such con'.;i- r.d a day-off only six times, and haps, di:;tingui:-;h between work in a Lions ;1re cvi,n morl! forrnlcluhle . Thurnday only four tir,,cs - a day technl<'al halachic sense ( this inciudtlthr,ugh a promln,:nt lnu11slrial- ·p(!r year! ing such activities as smoking, writ ·1:,:1 co>nflcll',l 111 1111' tlint Frldny ! A !:lecond advanlagc of lhe Rosh ing-, lrnvt:lllng) and l111Joll'r in the •'w;, s tl' <i da,v" 1111yway and Lhll , liude:;h plan i:-; lhe :;pacing- of ~lw srn:;e of Pni;agmg in on(!'s normal' .,Jav w,·1•lc Is ,•v,·ntu:<lly !nrvll- ' tlay!c! off. It follow:; u naturc1.l rhytn11I pursuit. of a livelihoorl. On RoHh i':111. w ,at unttl tlll!n _? How I of u <lay e_vl'ry month. In thl.~ w:iy lforJi;i;h ,then, work Is permitted and y , 11\)r,· A. ,h\cd,rn l~aces mu:;l , it Is superior tu the alternate sug- lubour discouraged (ulthough not ,• ,u, the country suffer'/ \ gest1on that has been made of re- forbidden). conq,klf, ~,:,lutions arc not at , leasing workers on feslivals such Surely the time has -come for us, . \, a iil!nsible pragrnallc ap- • as Hanukka und Purim. in the re-established Commonwea\Lh, ' t('l\ ca\li; for us to seelc out at Third, e ce r on of Ro:;h Ho- to resurrect this ancient and beau-t pnrlio.J.l answers. The "Rosh )dcsh will res~lt in th P. revitaliza- tifu! observance. The very fact •that c:;h Plan" is such an attempt tion of ' u.ncient ct.:~~.mi m hral'l, it l1a8 been neglected for so ·1ong par t ial and temporary solution. n_ow Jar. ly _unknown to ~h majo- provt.cles an opportunity for our most 1e pi?..n i:.;, qulte simply·, that : rity of its citizens. Rellg!ous J ews •imaginative and c,·ealive minds to ' 11 liculcsh, the first day of every I today are aware of Roso Hode 5h develop appropriate cultural, artistic, r month, considered a semi- \ mostly liturgically: the recitation of and social forms for its observance. v:il in .J ewi~h lr:\dition, be de- .liallel, ' Ya'aleh Ve'yavo, Musaf. Non- -At -the same time, w<;, :;hall huve t!d an oflicial holiday. 'l'he citl- observant Jew!:l are almost totally made a serious effort to remove. will have the opportunity to unaware of It; in discussing my from the national agenda a so urce : ,•l, visit, study, or,;anize games, plan wi tn a number of bright a nct of friction and ·dissension which gets lo wl·,atever he wishes . . All pub- well-read Israelis, I had to begin worse with •each confrontation .'and 1~v.-r1t:-; of a national or an ln• • by explaining what the very words ..1.Uonal character will be sclie- no:sh Ilodesh indicated! which th reatens the · internal peace • o.1 for a Rosh Jlodesh. There will, Yet such was not the case in the · of a people which must marshal! all . 'ays of Israel's ancient eminence. In its resources to withstand relentless • ---·····--·-.. -· - ~ r samue1 w~ rr;\ct of Dnvld nnct enemies from without. 
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• the former from King Saul's wrath; 
the scheme revolved about a royal 
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Mr. Aryeh Pincus 
The Jewish Agency 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear Mr. Pincus: 

November 10, 1970 

\ 

I am enclosing a letter which I received from Rabbi Bruce 
Warshal, referring to the problem which has arisen in 
the case of Brenda Cline, a convert to Judaism. 

Upon receipt of the letter, I phoned Mr. Zeev Ben-David, 

the Director of the Cleveland office of the Israel Aliyah 

Center, and he confirmed that the details set forth in 

Rabbi Warshal's letter are accurate. 

The matter was discussed yesterday in New York by the 

Executive Committee of the World Union for Progressive 

Judaism, and I have been asked tq communicate to you our 

deep concern that the revised Law of Return is not being 

properly implemented either by the representatives of the 

Sochnut or the Israel government. The Law specifically .~ 
states: • 

"For the purposes of this Law, 'Jew' meaµs, 
a person who was born of a Jewish mother ot 
has become converted to Judaism and who is 
not a member of another religion. 11 

It was clear from the discussions which I, as the representa- . 

. tive of the Reform Movemcn~ had with Prime Minister Go~d~ ·~ ~ 

Meir and with other representatives of the Israeli govern• .;~ t' 

men t, most notably Minister of Justice Shapira, as "Well; as ,'~f~ 

the government's position expressed in the Plenary Session -~. 

of the Knesset, that all conversions performed by non- . ~:~ 

Orthodox rabbis abroad would be considered valid for purpose~: 
of the Law of Return. • .1 ~ 1,1:. 

n'•1 ; .,#t -f "'~ 
, >! 

I discussed this matter with the representative of the 

Sochnut in Washington and it a~pe~rs th~t he also is unclear 
1 

f 

' 
The Rellglous Action Center, housed In the Emily R. and Kivle K~plan Building, le under the ausplce.s of , the C 

of Reform Judaism, e Joint Instrumentality of the CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBI~ and thJ UNIQ 
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Mr. Aryeh Pincus -2- November 10, 1970 

as to what disposition he would have made in the instance of 
Brenda Cline. 

I 

May I respectfully suggest that a clear-cut directive be 
issued to all representatives of the Sochnut, as well as to 
Israeli government officials who deal with these matters, so 
as to ·prevent contravention of the Law of Return and personal 
embarrassment to converts of Conservative and Reform rabbis. 

We do not want to create any unnecessary difficulty, nor do 

'l 

we want to make a cause celebre of this case, but we consider , 
_the manner in which this particular case was handled int olerable. 

• 
l\ 

We look forward t~ receiving your assurance that this matter has · 
been correct;ed and that further incidents such -as t h is w.i,11 not ,·. 
ari_

1

se again .
1

1 ~ • • ~"" , '. 
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Rabbi Richard G. Hir~~h .\ L . 

\ 

• l , ' 
"t If t f ,it .,,f, ~ ~t1. 

f, '°' I ' ; , • • t .tl « • ~ ."'i ~ 
{~._,1., , t,· '1 .~.; _ ,.+ ..... ,.. l' 

' I, 

I ,. 

"'}' ;dt , t ~ ·i4 

'; /1 



TEMPLE BETH EMETH 

BRUCE 5 . WARSHAL, RABBI 

2420 MERSHON DRIVE 

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 48108 

TELEPHONE 1111!1•4744 

Dear Rabbi Hirsch: 

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 

RONALD 5. TIKOFSKY, PH . D . 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DIRECTOft 

!179 BROOKSIDE DRIVE 

ANN ARBOR , MICHIGAN 4810!1 

TELEPHONE 662-9319 

Octeber JO, 1970 

ALLYN D . KANTOR, PRESIDENT 

SOO NATIONAL BANK a, TRUST BLDG, 

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 48108 

TELEPHONE 1111!1•244!1 

On May 8, 1970 I converted a woman by the name of Brenda Cline. 
Brenda is JO years old, divorced with no children. Her address 
is 901 Berkshire Rd., Ann Arbor, Michigan; Tel. 668-6864. 
Since she originally started with a Conservative rabbi in 
Detroit, she was converted by a Bet Din in which I participated. 
It met all the requirements of halacha including mikveh. The 
rabbis signing the conversion certificate were Benjamin Gorrelick, 
Leonard Cahan and :myself. She now has both Reform and Conservative 
conversion papers. 

Niss Cline has now applied for aliyah through the Cleveland offio e 
of Israel Aliyah (the Sochnut). She was interviewed on Tuesday, 
October 13, 1970 in Detroit by Zeev Ben-David, the Director of the 
Cleveland office. Ben-David informed Ydss Cline that her non
Orthodox conversion was not valid, and he advised her to obtain 
an Orthodox conversion. He has a copy of her non-Orthodox 
conversion papers. 

Ben-David informed me personally here in Ann Arbor at a meeting 
for our local rabbis on Monday,October 26, 1970 that Miss Cline 
n1eets all the requirements for aliyah, and that in fact she 
would make a fine Israeli, except that she is not Jewish for 
:plrposes of the Law of Return. Yesterday, October 29, by 
telephone Ben-David informed me that he had spoken to the Israeli 
General Council in Chicago and that Bilha Galill of that office 
informed him that it is the Jewish Agenc;rs position that a "proper 
conversion" is now required for :plrposes of the Law of Return 
arrl that only an Orthodox conversion is proper. Trying to be 
as accurate as possible, Ben-David informed me that he has mailed 
a request to Jerusalem for final word on this case and has asked 
for a reply by cablegram. 

Needless to say that I am quite disturbed. It is my understanding 
that after the Sha.lit decision, the Knesset amended the Law 
of Return to define a Jew as 11 G>ne who is born of a Jewish mother 

I 
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Rabbi Hirsch 
October JO. 1970 
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or who has been converted . 11 If this is the case then the 

Jewish Agency in the United States is administratively repealing 

this law. I ant disturbed on two levels . First, Brenda Cline 

has no desire to become a cause celebre . She has booked 

passage to leave the United States on December 22 and she hopes 

to enter a Jewish Agency ulpon in Tel Aviv for the February 2 

class. She needs olah status first, of course , because not 

to have it strikes at her very Jewishness , but moreover she cannott 

qualify for entrance to the city ulpon on a tourist visa. 

Thus we need an answer for Miss Cline immediately. Obviously 

the personal needs of this human being are para.mount at this 

point. 

On a second level , I a.l'1 disturbed that every non-Orthodox rabbi 

in the United States is being undercut by the Jewish Agency. 

I believe that every shaliaoh in the United States should be 

explicitly informed on this matter so that there will be no 

aista.kes in the future . 

I look forward to your expediting this .matter. 

Sincerely, 

B ,~~ s. W ~ l) \ 
Rabbi Bruce S. Warshal 

BSW:by 

Rabbi Richard Hirsch 
Union of American Hebrew Congre~ations 
2027 Massachusetts Avenue 
Washi~ton, D. c. 200J6 



AN OPEN LETTER TO THE MEMBERS OF HATZAAD HARISHON _____________________ ,_ 

October, 1970 

Dear Friend, 

You may have heard by now that this past June,I and some other members of the black 
and white Jewish community withdrew from Hatzaad Harishon. Since my return from 
Israel in September, a number of people have called upon me for an explanation as to 
why I left Hatzaad Harishon and resigned as Vice President. Therefore, I have 
decided to write this letter. 

Most of you know that I played a very instrumental role in the origination of 
Hatzaad Harishon and the principles upon which it was founded. Since the beginning 
of the creation of Hatzaad Harishon, I was consistently protective towards the org
anization and its members so that Hatzaad Harishon could grow and achieve its aims. 
Why? Because it was alright at the time. (Perhaps that was my error.) But I still 
feel that the idea of Hatzaad Harishon has an important role to play in the commun
ity, and wish to emphasize that the ideals of Hatzaad Harishon still are very dear 
to me. 

However, recent developments which involve the local religious community and Israel 
have made me change my attitude, and now I feel it is no longer possible for me to 
carry on as before. For six years I helped steer and guide Hatzaad Harishon into 
the Jewish community, often very alone and frustrated, and without involving myself 
in Halachic considerations. I asked no questions. On the contrary, I was indignant 
when questions were asked and was often protective to the point of deception. How
ever, certain documents and information were brought to my attention which led me 
to understand better the concerns of Orthodox Jewish authorities. Now with the 
present situation in the local Jewish community and Israel, I have felt compelled 
to change my attitude about Halacha (Jewish law) because when a situation arises 
in which there is a confrontation with the Jewish law, and the Jewish community is 
put in a bad light, then for the sake of Klal Yisrael (unity of all Jews) the law 
must be upheld. The same holds true when there is a confrontation with religious 
authorities at the time of marriage, immigration to Israel, or when the time comes 
for burial. 

But the leadership of . Hatzaa.d Harishon has not, thus far, faced what I consider t~ 
be a significant and profouP:S!_problem. They have been unwilling, after considerable 
urging, to accept this thinking. And in so doing, they are helping to perpetuat~ 
the frusirations which black Jews have been enduring for most of the twentieth. 
century. That is why I have resorted to this stand. By avoiding the reality of the 
situation, and by refusing to encourage proper conversion when necessary and refus
ing to abide by the requirements of the religious authorities, the leadership of 
Hatzaad Harishon is pursuing a policy of divisiveness rather than one which will 
lead to the unity of all Jews - which is the aim of Hatzaad Harishon. The dangers 
of such a policy are apparent. Imagine a boy receiving a Yeshivah education, believ
ing that there is no difference between him and his classmates. As long as he does 
not confront the law, there is no problem. This same boy goes to Jewish summer camp 
with his friends, joins a Zionist youth movement, or attends Jewish community activ
ities, and he feels (and is made to feel) one with his group. However, what will be 
the result when this boy's parents, at the time of his Bar Mitzvah, are asked for 
proof of Jewishness by the Rabbi who is to officiate (such proof is asked of every
one when the Rabbi has cause to question). The resul~ if the parents haven't such 
proof is a cry of racism and bigotry which will not change the facts or the situa
tion; and the boy will be put to shame, will suffer, will feel that he was deceived 
by his teachers, that he was rejected because of color, and his problems will go on 
to compound each other. 

Recently a group of 39 black people, men, women, and childr·en, arrived unexpectedly 
in Israel, without money, without jobs, insisting that they were Jews and demanding 
all the benefits given to Jewish immigrants under the Law of Return. The reaction 
of some non-Jewish newspapers and some members of the New Left, despite the fact 
that these people were welcomed in, taken to a settlement, given homes and food and 
jobs,was that Israel was not treating black people as it does white people. Also, 
uncomplimentary caricatures appeared in syndicated newspapers across the country. 
Here is a perfect example of a problem which is strictly religious in nature turned 
into a racial problem by the enemies of Jews and of Israel. 

By withdrawing from Hatzaad Harishon, I and the others who withdrew seek to encour
age the remaining members to make a more serious evaluation of their own situations 
- so that those remaining members who are not legally Jewish would now take the 
necessary steps, and be in fact, as well as in spirit, a part of Klal Yisrael. It 
is not too late to start - now would be the time. 

Sincerely yours, 

c:f/4-U-~()-V- ~.;,£ 
Yaakov Gladstone 
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JEWISH EXPONENT September 18, 1970 · ·, 

Blacl~ Jews 
By HAROLD GOLDFARB 

THERE are circles in the· Jewish community which claim that the Board of Rabbis has flatly re
fused to accept blacks, who assert that they are Jews as authentic Jews. This charge not only 

distorts the facts, but implies the existence of racism and prejudice on the part of rabbis. 
It is Jewish law, -Ha/achah. which determines 

Jewish status. It rs not the personal view of any 
rabbi or layman that determim:s it. And the truth 
is that there are blacks whom the rabbis recognize 
as authentic Jews,. because they fulfill the Halachic 
requirements of authenticity. 

But where there is reason to qt•estion an .indi
vidual's status as a Jew, he must submit proof of 
h~s Jc~·!sh legitimacy or, if such proof is lacking, 
undergo the conversion procedure required by 
Halachah. if he wishes to be recognized as a Jew. 
This is the law for everyone, whether he be black 
or white, yellow or red. There is no race test in 
Judaism . 
~,, ##########*####• .,,,,~ 

Rabbi Goldfarb ·is executive director of the 
Board of Rabbis of Greater Philadelphia.-ED. 

•• ,,,,,,1####11,.,.####4##### 

Every convert enjoys the prerogatives and, of 
course, the responsibilities of Judaism in the same 
way as a Jew who can trace his biological ancestry 
to Abraham. In fact, as is well known, the convert 
always is referred to as so-and-so ben Abraham. 
Judaism makes it very clear that a convert is an 
authentic Jew in the same way that Abraham's son, 
Isaac, was an authentic Jew. 

An important legal principle of Jewish law, as 
it is of every system of law, is the doctrine of 
"presumption." The historical Jewish community 
since time immemorial has consisted of whites. 
This is fact. This creates the presumption, therefore, 
that a white who claims to be Jewish is, in fact, 
a Jew unless there is reason to doubt his assertion. 
In such a situation, being white does not exempt 
him from submitting proof of his Jewishness and, 
if required, of undergoing conversion, should he 
wish to regularize his status. 

* * * 
JN the case of blacks, there is no such general 

presumption. This, too, is a fact of history; 
it is not discrimination or racism. It is also a 
fact of history that no Chinese is presumed to be 
Jewish; neither is an American Indian nor a 
Polynesian. Even though some Japanese have con
verted to Judaism, a Japanese claiming to be 
Jewish cannot be presumed to be one. ~ 

As a matter of fact, the re is indeed one com
munity of black Jews which is presumed to be 
legitimately Jewish. This is the B'nai Yisrael com
munity of Cochin-Chin a. Their iong' and well
documented_ history led the rabbinate of Israel to 
accept them as Jews, the only exceptions being 
,ome instances resulting from irregularities in 
divo rce procedure which requ ired special Ha lachic 
a ttention . 

of ialer misfortune for the fowish peopie, for from 
this group came the wicked King Herod, • who 
brought untold misery to Judea just before the 
beginning of the Christian era. Ever since, mass 
conversion has been banned by the Halachah. 

Jews who . criticize rabbinic refusal to change 
the rules are . not doing a service either to the 
blacks who sincerely desire to be included in the 
household of Israel, or to the Jewish people as a 
whole. Whether we like it or not. we are a trans
national people with responsibilities to all people, 
not solely to Jews in. our own community or in 
the United States. We have responsibilities to Jews 
who dwell in countries of oppression, to the Jews 

· in Israel, to Jews of differing religious leanings, 
even to Jews claiming no · religion . 

It is wise and prudent that in this troubled and 
changing era, the age-old rules for establishing 
Jewish authenticity be retained. This is especially 
so today, because by observing the rules we prevent 
barring any individual from joining the people of 
Israel , if he is genuinely drawn to it. 

Blacks, and their white sympathizers who advo• 
cate modifying the rules, do not realize the heart
breaking and tragic consequences of such an action 
by a local segment of the Jewish community. If 
the Jewish authenticity of blacks accepted as Jews 
under such moctified standards is to be questioned, 
whether in Israel, in other parts of the world or 
in our own community, the shock to these converts -
could thrust them into a state of such psychological, 
spiritual and social insecurity as to be ctisastrous 
to the individual blacks and their children. 

• • • 
THIS al~ could be s~attering to the unity and 

well-bemg of the Jewish community as a whole. 
What n:iay now seem to be a galling (in some cases) 
procedure that is time-consuming, rigorous and 
even unnecessary , ultimately will prove to be the 
very strength by which blacks can assume their 
full and authentic Jewish identity which rabbis 
wish them to possess. 
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The rabbinate is well aware that there are many 
blacks who, for whatever reasons, are close to 
Judaism spiritually and religiously and who feel 
part of the Jewish people even though their formal 
status as Jews has not been established accordino 
to the requ irements of Jewish law. If such black~ 
are sincere, they will not carp ~hen the religious 
leaders of Judaism, desiring to maintain the char
acter of the Jewish people ;nd its tradit ion, require 
of them the same re ligious procedure which is 
applicp to all would-be Jews, namely, proof of 
being a Jew or undergoing religious conversion. 

We know, to be reali~tic, that there arc ma ny 
organized groups of bl ack people who · maintain 
tha t lhc:y :ire Jews • he rabbinate bel ieves that 
the Jewish communit y should establish lines of · 
cornm ,inica tion with them and assist them in their 
educational effo rts. Therefore, the Board of Rabbis 
suprons he Federat io n of Jewish Agencies and 
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Such aid and communication ·,js· not to be taken 
as recognition of the Jewish authenticity of these 
groups, but as an act of friendship in the expecta
tion that with closer communication and associa
tion with the historical Jewish community, the 
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On occasion, a group, a congregation or a com
bination of groups, whether white or black, seeks 
mass recognition as Jews. Such was the case with 
an Italian group in Israel some years ago. Another 
instance recently came to world attention when a 
·group of blacks from Chicago went to Liberia, then 
to Israel, and desired mass recognition of its entire 
membership. In both situations the rabbinate of 
Israel required each individual to submit proof or 
undergo conversion. 

•· blacks who love Judaism will be absorbed grad- _ 
ually into the Jewjsh group by Halachic me?...,. 

* * * 

• * • 

To achieve this goal, the members c• black 
synagogues, groups and clubs eventually sbould 
submit to one of the two criteria which Jewish 
tradition demands: either proof of- being Jewish 
or accepting the traditional rite of conversion . 

That will impose hardships and responsibilities 
and touch deep sensibilities, but it is the price 
exacted by life for the privilege of being a · Jew 
and bearing witness to God. To all such genuine 
devotees of our faith , the rabbinate will extend 
a hearty and cordial welcome. 

HISTORY records one instance of mass con-
ve~sion to Judaism-the Idumaeans, a tribe 

descended from the Edomites. It happened in the 
Second Century BCE when John Hyrcanu~, the 
Hasmonean King of Judea, imposed it. Tr.e rabbis 
of the Mishnah , iewed this event as· the source 

JN this small volume (it can bt; read easily in one sitting) he addresses 
himself to this enormous problem, principally through recollections 

gleaned from his own trip to the Soviet Union, reflections of others, 
and a bri~f history of anti-Semitism in Russia. 

Lawrence writes well and in a smooth style, but Three Million 
More? is no Je ws of Silence. 

Actually, anyone who has kept abreast of the problem of Soviet 
Jewry in such publications as the JEwtsH EXPONENT will gain very little 
from the book. In fact. an evening with the Jewish Community 
Relations Council could be more enlightening and interesting. if one is 
really concerned with the problems of Sovie t Jewry. Unfortunately, 
too few Americans-and this includes American Jews-arc . 

This is not meant to denigrate Lawrence's effort or his intent. , 
• But one fa ils to detect any new flashes of insight or suggestions fo r 

.;... const~qctivc action in his book. lt is merely a restatement. 

HUC-JIR Names Friend 
Director of Development 

Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion announced 
the appointment of Chaim H. 
Friend as Director of Develop
ment . Friend formerly served as 
executive vice chairman of the 
Reform Jewish Appeal. 

Prior to assuming that post, he 
was its associate director in New 
York City. Before joining the Re

, form Jewish Appeal. he served in 
the national ofice of the Unit ·J 

•. Jewish Appeal. 
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r.~e~ !11.vhj_~_e vie r .1 "i7 C .:-. ,':71: :, j :;b ?·- -.; _~ ·- i; l)0 .. _.l:_,,~.t rJ -~r e. . 1._, ,; .1 - ic i:! ;_\re;d .h~ do: . :; . ,:,oo, -

I i1ope to ,;:Get hi.i:i ,1,t:.:.i.n llP. .xt .v e,.::, ;_r, (' ·:·u,~r t c c: ·1. , , r..i.f'y }_;(;'.(, ::; ~-· ;.,-,•;:·· j_ r , 7' i; :. :·, p,c t of l;f , -t.::. 

year's budcc -t. 
I 

I hr1v·c had :, n r l rc~~ ~·.t ... , ~'IU •: .:z.. ~:J. [::: ·; ~: ,~~- f1 i""'·r1 \vhi.:.:l T u~:·.J e::: ..:>t aoJ th:;z.t be h·:.s 

been phon:tng yon . I :1 ~rJ th e ::,:: ·.' } ~:,:_;: 1-!1 1:_1': t-h~.:: ,·:a·!J t ,:, Y •)U ·~•-=i.s r,ot :Y,d"- 0:11.:; 

o f a question of "Giy·i;. ~., u. ~':: •:~:ef0.r: -i · ,.- !.. !._,·; .1 ,u :.. r. :_.1., ., . .: . ·., _. .; ;-,er I 

else have askec1 hi~n to. sc- ,.1 i. · _ ., Jt, ,l (.;Oi ,cc 1T,:i. i :, :-1.:iy f .~nanc :i c;.l 1'1'? t :r;rr; . f.u t; 

possibly ='-'H:~=--1 -'xpei,d pnlJl.i.c ,,,: ,LliP s wi. t .Ji 0ttt ~1.t' ,oriz.::1 t io:n ? 

,/ 
Fu1, thc r frinre l!o i!:.: p1~~ ~~.:..: in (: r·' c .~o (; c-ni:L11ii tho ,~nr1ve :r:;o.ti0n Wf! ha .. , t: h3d a.., ~!, e; 

lr>.. ,t moment on tr1c la~ t .; ·-i/ of L\1,, ~- .r- ' ,: rr'J ·y :::,nf,c>re:,cc with P~d, h :i f' :; r;h i .ndlt::r :::.nd 

•-~"" ,-, ,:!>\c (/ ;:,...,:,;: • ~ . . . . . . 

~,..;.,~±-ma~1 and nomo ot ~1cr Jl t:': '->fi ,. e . _; ct::al lj r :·, ,:::vr,r t;0~1,Lie.rc < 1.t a 1, rr,;. •.;:::-- 1r,eet::. :1i::, , a s J , 

· ras not clear to me \0.::u l: wP.S t l: e :-,,:_q,n:..··~ h•; reof ,L'-!cs I did -10t _::r8f.p rno:-::'; of it s i:- ori t e• ,t : 

exc ept the.t r.~e1 wa.s wo:cried abo1' '.: l .:i (, 1,e•·.sic.n ... c l·, ene . 'i'hi2 rr.,.:;ctir1 0 +;0 ,1}: l ess t hirn J·, ,·_f 

-.n hour durine; whicli we hav,:? been 5 :,t P_;:x--J.!J''.:t' ,l fr,r at t.e':l.st 2c. mi r,1., t ,.,s by tlelJgat~:, , o, 

13 f ore departing wnnt~d t .-:: :J:'f.f gr .. _, ,0,--::·,:,·c . "'h:· ·i-·• f 0r~ , 0~1 :;1y r·~tu rn :r dirl no"; report th 

Vna 1aartj_ ts m0(::t in,:; 0 11 t}d r-· c cH1,1c:~ r. :: ; ti,)n 1 1)1 1.:01:.r:::t-: to t:h<:: ::.nnoynnce c f 
I 
I 

Now I 1.m de r :·l.::t11c _, ... . ,,•. ,u, 1;:: n',h i n;: ror n ~1ul1::;t:::i.nt) ·''J. 

f1.nanclrt1 1,upp():rt for t h o fl;L) 1 !lr,i i d. ::;i : , 1-; -,,: •·, 1:·•-', I.hey :·:·1 :.1, ]n !;\,e ne ·i1_;l,bo11:rho013 the 

Con:::;ervat i v e Conl~ru0:.i.Llon -t'.- O! "''iir t,·_; ·, n•: '" 1.• r·:1Jor y,Lt 1 '.fl whqr,i :.' oy w-L J. J. h '.l v r: ccr-;jcr;o 

during the Hi[;h Ho l ·.i d.?~rr., w:i.~hout , · l a1 ·1_:jt, _~ f c,1· t h:] ,~nl:r;tD': 1) li~lr~~r- . 

rersqnally I am of the optrd_,)n tln t t hi s f;-1c t sl;<',u~.J. not h:.tve ;i.ny bi:;a r:t nc 

upon our assist:::.nce t o irY.cder.1n, but tL·: s p'i:··oblem shr!ll prota':'J :i..y have to be brotight 

before the m1::etinc; of the Vand I!aartd . 

In. my opin:ion :-ieithe ::: is it prop-:..r that Me l should wri te to you d :i.rectly 

w:t thou t the au t hor:i.z 3. tJ0n , e i th Pr f1•0,11 the V,iar! Haartsi or f::om the Financial Commi tt e 

We heard from RfJbM. Sch001man tlnt he (r,lel) a;.iplied to ~-h e Wo t Ll ~riion f or a subventior: 

f or the Amsterdrun ~jleeat es ev~n 1 ~fo re thiP had l ie~n brou2ht b ef ore the Vaad Haartsi. 

I think it would be v~ry good if ways could b e found to pr ev~nt any Rabbis or congrega

tions from both erin e; you unlc:ss t);t)y :=.r0 so :tn •; b-1, c ted "uy t h~ Vaad H,:J.artsi . 

The Council of Progressive Rabbis • Tel · Avi v • P.O. . nn2 .7' . .n • .:J.'.::J.K • '7.n - n'T.Ji")7J7T.Ji1 ·o'.l :lii1 J1.:li.l71T.J 

The National Board· Haifa· P.O.B. 6241 .7' . .n · i1.!J'n • '.Y7Ki1 7'.lJ1i7 - 2· 
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1--\ S the shock waves of t he Seidman case l'l~ccde, 

- -"- boH1 Orthodox and secular J ews are left ti:ying-

-~ o cope with the implica tion s of the 11ower lrald 

ty Israel's Rabbina te to threat.en the country's coa-

J)l.ion govemmcnt. 
fo. 1wiLhc ca>'1P ifi Ui erc a ny illlrnio n Ui::tt the 

)1i:,1!1.,i:lt il' t. ~:o l111.i 1.,1 , for M NJ. Jfolen Sci cJ rn::m nmrk

' •l :l.ll yt. lli n~: }p il; n Lcm p 1iral'y 1:c:,.pilc in n ~K:J· icr; 

,,r J.'(:l i1'.i1>u::-uc1:1 tl: 1.1: 1:11lli 11 iqM1 . M,:. 1;c:n -Men a :ll 1c , 

: J,., J;,wy,; t• wl11> tJJ1•·:ei;tli x,; 1J in :i.nti -i:l •·i:i1:: tl law 

11uil,11 , J,:;:: 11 lr·1 ::i.dy :11111 1i 1111 c 1,d ) 11 : J,11.11 n iJ ni l: \l.' c :1:•:1;fl 

, , ,.,. 111;'. up jn t,11 , : 1;q 111 '1. :1 , 'J ' l11:y 1;11 n 11 ,, L b,: h :i. 1·d l_o 

i l11d Jn ;1, c:1, 111 11 ,r ,y w l11: 1·,: 110 o nu 1::1.11 l11 :111 :,1T ku , 

, iv<1l'l:'· d 0 1: l, u 1·i1 :d 11 1, 1<:1:11 J1 1i l i1:ln11 1:1 ; t,, ll 1·eco1 : 

,.,z,·.d p.: l i i '.\ '> ' : 1 1·11111 n1 " 11 i l.y . 
J•:v,:n 111any wl 11 , va i.1u /111,//11 :/w . :iH n n lnid 1·111 111 •nt 

for (-ryi-i1.all i:1.i·11 I; I.lie S l.u.l.1:H .k Willh id r: 111 ily :1 1·0 

~ 1·1J1 ,,Ji:d l i v 1'!1 \: a 1.l.ii, 11 d o ol' LJ , e l ·: tl i liln w J1q :td m in • 

i i 1l.cr 1·, ·li ):.'i()u :1 Jaw , J' ll a c1>111il 1·y wlih •l1 111:1:1 :1 lm 

,1 ,i,:;1·;,1 1\.i1, n o n -.k w i:-ih 1-1 11111 1:1<.: :1 11 1' .'1'1:wl :1li 111 :w ron, ,, , ·11 

l-i 1 (I t.1 1r; 1n:J<:I V\ ' : ! c1i11 l'p , 11 Li 11 ; : )'a l, l,i:i w l w :10 111<: 11 I a • 

~i!y i~; 1,Jw.\: 1) J' I.ho 1:lrna .d 01 ·U 1fldo :, woi ·ld. 

N'•il' i~ t11 c dl'1:c t f , ·11. onl y i 11 \.1 10 Jil'l -: t. i.::•' 11<•r1d i11ll , 

'J,' t1r-J'e li u.vc lJc 1:n . l 1<':11.l.'t.l i)'( •:1.kiJ1;!, c11.:1<':-1 ()!' yo 11 11 1~

~:i,(:1·11 wh o g l'!:W 1111 ill J :·Jt· : t:I u11d :w 1·v \'tl i 11 iU1 

.~rmy ())Jly l.o fi n 1l , wli1 ,11 t.11 ~: y ,~ 1:<·1k<l p1·11ol' <)I' 

J1:w i::!,11c1: 1 I ll 1)l ·d1:1· I.'> ; •;c:I: ,111,u ·, ·1(:d , 11 1:i.t Ll 1< :1 t· 

r ,;0U1 1) l. i u 110 n-J ew i: ;l1 , ;1110 110, J,y /J (( /11d1
1

,. , hi 

n ·,'ll :;on 0 1· d:w;;;hl 1~1· wllo i!J , U1 erc; l'on', dir:<p tal i i'icu 

/1:•>m mm:ryin,~ a J ew. • 
Untlcr die :.tC(! UJ\!ltlalcJ impa ct; of ci1.:w:1 which 

J1:tvc., aro.l1.1:ed a p111,Ji ,; ru ,·or - - : n,'l 1J11 l,.ii:cl(·1 l t.o 

; ,<anl le p J'1;:-is 11 r r: l 1y , 1 ltc N :1.1.i o 1111l_ J ~cl !l';\1111 :1 J ' :i ,·Ly 

v, ,;c:1 1 i:I ,w, ,·e ~:cn111t.lvu l.o p1ilil11: 01111110n - • i.111 

J·:,} ,l,i11 i1 :: l (:11 11 1'1.11 11,1·,, 111 1.ld 1.n Ji1tv • 11•,•i:11111 1
• lt':,: 1 

-,»rl•·.,dlJl1) ill r 1:1;q 11I . y 1·:l1·11, JVlbi •·d 111 111 ·1·iJ1 1:•1 1· :1::t• :1 

a1·<: 11 11w p r 11 •: •·1:111•d Ill 1111 d 1•1· 11. y, •1 11 •, 111·1:u ,•d \11;: 

h > Jt. ;1,l1l1 l 1/. <: v ( :11 t,J1n !d , M\ 11 l1 l.1·y 1'11 1· ! C. 1• l l;'.l •111 11 A 1'· 

.r,d l':1 , ,1'1'11:i:d 1ka l l1 11·: wl i.11 1:011 v , •r 11 l•111 p1 ·, >1 1l 1<1 1t:1 . 

/~1 :•.•h i11 . : l <> n v 11\ ,t n 11I 11, w d(IW ll 0 11 i li l: 1 inn11r , 

li11: !J.J t .. l ' .- 1' I In J11 L111•\p 1• Ml11l :d.1·y l lllll q11l o l l y ril 1
1
, w 11 

), •ll\: :·;iv(: . .I 1, '.( ' l )( ') 'lt il y 1•1:c 111·:11\z,.: 11 Mm<i c 11 11 ) 11'0'.':i .Y 

,-,1a rl'i :i.;;c:1 :l.11 \l d iv 1 ► 1'( : 1 : :1 olJ l.ait11 :(l J, ore by 1:0 11 pk1 

4.:1,111p< ·l le1l Lo h y-p11 1111 t.lto ., ·ali!J \11 \,-11 I .,:011rl1·•· 

~ l,.,il:, rly, t h•, l t:.h l,1,ndo lil t!• r,·.,•,1r1;11 1·,.,.tt , h o w 1•\ ·1•r 

J" ... i u..ia u l.ly, u .. i c o nV•:n:ioll o l' IH)IIIO go 1111!.lit• r·r-1 (• a rr!Ptl 

,H,t in Ur•l 11 n 11y lly 11 11Hl11,1•y ••lmphtlm-1, 

A. scnlor oflicia l, wl 11) l 11l:-I d,•n l t r :t.cnr1i vcl y 

\'\li;,r, the pi ·ol>km 1JI: hn/a1;/1.n an<l S L11.l.o l a w , f; :Lys : 

"A d1:1iH; C wi ll c u m e when the y o u11 : • <:Ji:1. pl:urn1 

,11)\V in L)1c l;renchc~J n.t /, 11('1/., C:111:i n a 11 1l Ll 1e .J ol.'· 

,.J;n1 l ~il' t t ;iJ;c o ver frnm th o o \1l ,:11 a rd ." 

-1<* -I< . ' 

'iU /IO w :1.11 U1 t.o 111•1:om o n, .Tew 'r .T11 :, l: ovr : '1 ,000 

,"I pcn:ons in Lllc 11c1.· im l l.Jdv,,, •,• JJ :1111\S (.o ·1 !JiiS , 

~\(:Cl)J'uin ~ Lo :;L:t lisl.i1::1 r,0111p ilcd f<> t.' ( !1 1•:11 : t. 11· 1) dr, 

•·:Jdt:'.-1 in fa1 ·ad l, y t\ 10 M i1ii :·1l.1·y \' ,w l~('ligio1rn A f 

r,, in1 : 'J' l te n~u~·cs br eak down 1\ ~1 l'ol 101:':-1 : 

t> Ot ~,,01 0 JH• 1·t; OIIH whn i;o11 1~hL t•., 11 n ·r1 1·t1 11 111 111 1hls 

t)'"!-1·io,r, 07 H~t· , ~e ut ( ;!/~~8 pcl'~ou i-i) , v1•n · ~ , u, , ~, ·t·H•l -

1: 1-, f. a tcr \ \•:ti1,~u ,...,· f or tu•t·i,~d~ ra.11ri in~ .fn >H I i~ .. ~s U1 nn 

.. ,.'i ye:ir t o o ver four. 
o fl!' . t lloso - ( ! ,7 :!:n wlto 11i1l n o t 11m l rn { IO ;.!; rlHl

1
•, 

t ,.,~ , f':t '{O tl h t uo.r; pt• • c•P1d: ,~c ( 'Jt ~C ',(i \ a. H ·. '- ' f ' t 

1, 

. . ' 

c_-.::i.ct r '-•.is•)U fwr H•> ,-:q , rr'c:.r:t111 •1•. /', m ,Or,·r 1i .H. p,·1· 

c c1t w1.· ,\ n -,l1:v tc-a by l ho 1·a,lll11i1•:1! ,,.,11..r,, , 11•,1·r~•· 

2 .9 pe,· c,) ►.,(; (tiO tH.:r som< ) " 1•1·0 turm:,1 , r11 1 u 011 

grom:,h 1Jf :...ccm·il y . 
l ~c:jecU.on by tho l.'ab )in ieal coul'lfJ war1 on ollc 

of the followin1; 1~rot11Hh1 : 
c 1,~.o t•andi,~~r.f ,, ~,,nt-: ,t ou Jy to , tn:u· ,·.v a. tt~1

\\' u.•, ,J 

f·V10"·, ·1 no 111!11 ·r 111t•• n:~t. in - ~ m !:r.l: ► 11. 

C r..t·11 •-•: rl. hi l<•a1·11 0 "' pTit1dt)l1"~ 11r J111lrri•·n1 . 

o r,•fw11•i t o b t·,·:d l t;, •~ \\ 101 tho (',)n1wr r d i~i,m. 

ID t. ,(l l' ttHd; 11a~1 n ot 1•11uvi 111 ·1i1I or Urn ,• 1111di1l:1.l e•·11 

o n womu u 11p11 li••1111t p f;:1111.•• il 1.o 

1tfl 1•1· c, u v •·r ~.1 1111 (i n v l•1frr,( f< 1n or 

o u , ,,a 1·ri-,,).!,'O lu•t,, ,·,, ••n u, 1•1 il 11·1 1 ,1n , I n. ••ou \ 'l
1 ·t), o t· 

" 1·c•a , l.v 11, u.rr! , ·11 !.o al r•"\11 ·11 h,v t· i v i l 1•(•r1 ·11 1<111y, i·d ·uNC 

i o r,·a, •,, lllot l 11f!, · t• 1•0 11 v, •r ~•""· 

.,. n ,o , ....... .,1,.. .,r """ o r. t ri o t<t . r1 •11 11! ,l 1111 t 11 ::. 

to 111, , ,i rn rd,qt,11 ot u ,11 HO ii ,,r ,rnu r:ld t•l' 

l \1111\ t•r t;, 
M 1Jtiv11I 1111 1 f ,))' c• o 111•1: 1·:ii() 11 IJ J\.' :1lw 1l11w 11 

)1) 1\' !i : 
l ll':•1i 1·11 to J1thtJ1I. tl1(1 l'llll11; ln 11 ol' n ,l 1•w i: 1h :q 

out: oJ: cr111v i•·I iu11 , (•·(!. ti •P<' l' 1:1: 111: o I: 1 II HJ) I 

l.i o n:=i ) : 1:on v i<: li o1 (:~1.2 111•1· 1:('lll) n.11rl Lite tfo • 

Lr> n• Jtt' l' :Y :i. .k w ( •1.:?. pt 11• c<•n t: ) . 
:y n· li~•;i,1 11, 1111• i:1 ,0.10 1:m Hl l1lal<- 11 w,•n : : Cnth, 

( 11~, p, •I · 1•( •11 t·), l 'J'olc: 1t :rnt r1 ('l!l.1 ). 11::u, L<-1· 11 Cit t 

( :l~.'i' ) , .r, 11:li (•l\I:•J -- irn·l 11d\J 11 ~ hll' :1 d i J\ r aiJ ,It , 

l.i 11. 11 11 - ·- ( !!.: :) , 1111,l n il ol l11i, ·:1 an1tH1:: llH.' lil 

J) r 11~:1~. l k_li:d , H 11 dd ll i~1t :i, 1ll) 1.l J l l1J ll11:1 --- (1 .v ). 

N n l'ii':111·1•~1 11 1·0 11,v nlln.l1lo y o t. fo l' )!)(i!l l>ll t Lite 

Jl \lJ lilH •l· o l' :1 p p \lt-n 1il;1 wni-1 1u1.i1l l 1> lHJ 1) 11 lll1J 1:iii'C, 

Lnl ,,11 i 11: : a\ 1.,1 1 I·. '100 l'ot• t.lio yon1• , 

• •·J1 •1 ·i , •1I n.11 l,l ro 1t 11 l1w (, ur" ·11 m ·t-1 ol1K ")tu 11r<1 f 11n11-

J .,~ It. ,~ i'fl\\ . .. , , .. f' tl,l,f•:~·•H',V - ( lhd,.I ln u ... "1,0 h,•st o,·o 

1111.t, h .v 1•<111 v , •1·,i l m1 ·,m il l11 ·•·1•t 11 r; 1111 11u, 11i11:w ,1t 1111\V 

11 ill 'h <' 11 •1 , """" llltl ' " " ' U 111 1·r -r ,1rn 111•,• 1111 111 hl· I l\'I" 

, ( \fl ·J~f.Jr< tt M, 
~ .,._ * 

/\ ( : i\ Nl> ll)A'l'I•! , t•(111 ip p1• 1l wit h rt t o 111 p n 1·1 11 ·y 

· · d t· 11t·,1 vh111. 1·1·0111 11111 l11 l.~·1·l111• J\111 11 \MI 1•y, m11 ~t: 

p :i y :t I 1.~~ 1·,•::; l11ly111.i1111 1'1111 I t It J.' l'['.)OJIII [ l.'1 \J1Jh1 

1·11 111 ·1. 11 1·r1, ,,1 w lH•1·t1 Jiu 1'111 11 011 t n. 11,..1•\1·11 o l' 

l.i o 11 111 t.l 1·1•.'f . J l'<l l11 l lrn 111• /i 'O 1) 1.' J, •11:i I old (.o g·,1 1 

a11 d e,>r r1c lJ:1 ,.: lc in i t :V <' 1u·' :! t.1 ,111• , :'
1H we lv ll 111 

0 110 o i:ludy," iH tho n l. llt. 11 <lc or Lho com· 

w o 11l<l j wolve n c1 >m 111 i l.111( •11I. 1>11 1)111· pnr L /\ h;,)., 

is a ('ooli1 ;.~ o l'!' 11,' rind 111 wli\1'11 tllo 1::111,liilnlo 

t. c:-1L ! 1ii1 o w n i11l.<•11U 11 11 ~, : • 
Olll •· inl ly , U1 <· 11 . ·1 l10 n 1·1H•IJ" :d. iv, , 111·1,1•:<• lylc ,·, :, 

11 1) 1 1lvl1•p 1 11 ,! )11 11111, 1•1•1•11 i,n ld wlin l. lo 

I J'n <l\' l' i, •l11 lly, ) 111 111 11:v 1·;t I: 11 1:l p )' 1·0 111 l li (~ J\l i 

i'r ) t' '1 · li1J o11 11 A 1'1',,\ 1•,1 1 wl ii1 •l 1. wil l 1111 11 11,lly l.il' l ll 

l n l.o N111l'1 •:L w lll1 1t• vo l ,1 11 !1 •,. ,· l •.• 11.1·!11" ' · 'I.' ltift 

li e n l'w 11l ly 0 1: n 1·ahl,i ' :1 wll\ (1'111 • w c11 11 c:11) . 

:u· 111) l' i;>1 •'(l 1·c:cpd 1·, •11 •t111 I :1 1'1)1' rd w l :-,•, <'ae li l 

p r1H:c c .:Ji n ~: :1.1• ,~nnl i11 g 10 l i\ 11 11w 11 li~~hl ~: . 
ti ••111· r :,lly , tlm •·11 11 1H, t, ~t,, 11 111.,v ho 1•111l t> 1I 11 

Jo ww ti,,, 1',1ilowi1 q ,; : t h o f u1t•l n11u •11l.11 lr-1 cf·f , 

Jwli P r :itH ( ' \H '•' "\~H · •• ht ( lu, p t'lD,\' t 'l'H n 1ul 1, ,. ,,-;~j n;~· 

f l1<1 n10 ,o( Im o t' f Im •'"" lsh , ·1d1 •111l 11 r; U 10 ,l1 •wi~h ho! 

1!u, · ,i 11 1ul ( ,. ,i.· 1•u,-, (.m " ·" • \\ l(.h p 11f'f .lt- 11!n r ••111 plln~ i 'l 1 

~ ,,,, :-- :n~1 11dh: ., •. , \'f ... h lii Mf ot',) : J\f H ' Uu, (:\ \' '"" Hf r:i11~1i 

,,,,,.,- , .. ., ,,.,r 

I· 
I 

' 1,1 • "! 

l
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Cu~ ri~~d r~q~ire~~t;· fo"r ';~d5~: ·~~~1~t~~h~; ;;;~ed~ b;·-&·-;_el' s ·Ra tbllia t~. J ~- - - -• 

- proceeding according to his own li~hts. • Ttat some pi•actical ilioughC has fin;!ily l'{'en 

Ge.e~ny. U10 canuhlate m:.,y be · ·called upon to gI-;e!! this r.,rob!em by the resDonsible au thorHi,;s 

kn.~':: til13 to!lowing: . tte furulame11fal3 "~ J~wish ~ &:4.:ll in the attempt to set Uj) a free uipan 

~ .i.e, ru; e:qlI'essed rn the pra~ers al!d blessmgs: . fo:: prosepecfr;e converts in .Torusalt:m. For ti:oc 

.... e m r,utts of the Jewish calendar; the Je~,ish .·li<:li- ·, • rourr:.ent the nlan is frozen because oF the diff~ .. 

_cays ·= tl their c~tom~, with p:irticul&r enJl!h.a..~is _on • -~ culty for: can,lidat~s. in taking off the t;.;;o O!' fore.: 

t-he _ S~_llbi1:H1.: ~e,"!~h ~~!~~.: !'~!I t~e. ~)"~ '£I f J;<J}}tly ~.- .1 ~ entl!s !1~~ . for . -full-Vme . study. The Mimst_ry 

PU,riiY• • 0 
,. ,: • •• .., ,, -' • _ • ,. • t' · ,. ·., ~· ;s now llimKmg of eveHmg courses but no act10n 

'We do 110.t ,~iew ~linH~~-fon ·~ anJ.nM~dl.!8'.! nn- ~-- has lm:n takrn. as yet. . _:: -,,·.,,. _-. '( 

Ref oriii rdfibi•states 
• Th:,: iollcwing has been- "i'Hte:a by ~lGUOX: ..Rabbi.Late, __ but rath£r.:_llie_ ~_e~ oj 'religio1i. TnJir s t~ted :pur~ose \\~S Tlie Facts. . • ; 

r. ;1.ebi Ri"h:ud Ilir£di of Jernsaiem. i:;re to keep . the Halacha as their to unify the Jev:'isJ1 -p eopre:-_-n;it- tJ:re,~~ ---.:hp--U•'-it:eil ~LaLe-s th.er" are ·-.,-_, _ 

'- • ' • l ' .... \V ld u . . ·f h • •• I J - «'-- H. "'t l -

.,...~~ • , ., f. t· isO-l""'1le· d S_PrC~a--~~P.r,_,:set~-·~,-· '· _ne,_ ·o. r. . n1on 1;,or_ c.~_n,'f~quence o_._ t e1r 1 ac~mn ~_:'.:'_a~- L~o proximately 6_,000,000 Jews. O_f foe~•::. 

• t = .''resc.tution- • • o • n-a - -~ • P. --~,;_L t .:,-,1 . ~ ~~~aa.s~ .rra:3 iequestod ps::~ o.,,qe the Jewi:sh r~~p.e and to .ilicat~ no more than three-fourths _ ·to er.•: 

- •·,x,c1versfon crisis" . is a surprise :-'!I~s~on for . !'..:; ~-aub;s m Isra_el to ?£- to d1sso1';e -the coaution go,;erNE.~nt a1: million are Ortho~o~ Je·-·s ;\nd eve : 

1e.:: .::- ,~.;:; to a tragi-comedy. Is is a po- 1·1cr··e a~ mar·•,~,,,.,, c-remo s a" ,, •• the t· • • 1·->- · - u ·" '"' • 4 ~ 

- 1 ~. ' i:it <, , ; '·":"v· t. n,ie ;-L! • . v~ry rme wnen ·59i1=r!L~/ 1/5 .80 that number inclttdes many who :;.r ,: 

2::::-2~. not a re!ig'.ous so.ub :m. . tne prospec.,ve co<1p1es have oeen uuly e::.;sential to the wel!-beng or cotn tne onlv n ; ~•J . "'""iJ' t d :,t, -, o-

E_c;;;!' s.ir.ce pit:: debate 0~·_0r 'y;·_~o is ~~gistered at ~e Rabbinate and certi- State. and the people: . • . 0 . : th. •1 . om;n:~. :Yer c.H. rnd. e ,,..!·; '.;:J . \ 

2. Je-;-;· ' tne raobmatei and. tf.le r,::n;onal ne<l • for marnage in full conformance .ouo::,:. s~n, • ..,o,,,11:e an ,m.ar.s ;:"o c ,. 

~ •• • p _.... h '-- • ' ~ · ,.. • = 1 h • To recognize relh,io~s ads p1 rrei-~1ed 1;,,: "Ot I•, e - cco•·dino- to he 61.:> Cc- n, 

:,._ ~ :g,?us R a,,1 t:f -ave 1-_,~11 venemen,:yr ttbe,ntll =~ -ac ad.· 'fne ::.,-G~-:&~011y)t:,1jf ;;ould - J ;rnnd~ent;;- • •• .,, 0 . W•• 

t:-J-f:,: .5 ,ng .e.corn coirt.;ersrnn. perrorme' accm.·amg to hai::U:;ea _ R~form r2!Jhis would lead to 3 schlsm: - - --· . 

-~ d llOW, after months of sle.nd,2r of with a Reform rabbi officiating ~d if withm the .Jcwi5b 1ieo1,!e. Th£ majori ty o( Amcl'ican Jev;s ar 

'R':'iGr,,1 Judaism an<l its le2<ler-S', they necessary, v.ith witnesses anpointcd -by The Facts . • • . • •. • . . -; not Orthodox. Reform and Con:::en :r,t~·.· 

fr-::f!lSelves take a convert prepared by the Rabbina te. But this has been re- IN America _· the· religious acts per- Ju<iaism. each has more than cne mi 

2 Rt!Orm Rabbi, ,d10 is married to a jected outri1<ht by the relig'ious autho- formed bv Reform and Conservative lien.- The ' majority cf tlle n!embe,·· 

£.:;p~n, ~ho lives at ,a kibb~~tz y:here rities; proof tha t not the Halacna, but rabbis far oirtnumbe!' t hO-'>e ~ r-formed leaders and professional- staffs of fr 

F.<~Wer I~as:trut_ nor_ S11al~bat, 1s ocserv- the Orthotlo~ control of rabbinical fanc- by Orthodox rabbis. In add:t1on. many major national Je,•;ish organiza.t.ic 

i ,:t. and convert her m a rlasn. , tivns is the 1·eal issue which propels Jewi;;h couu1es. ai·e· mari'k~d by court compi'ising the . President's Conf1er,3ru. 

'ihe ·contention of the Or thodox -es- tbem. • ,. :. .. · . .- m8o·istrates· crereralJv non-Je· '-"s ;.-, a foe body coordinating effoi-ts to f:Z : 

J. ... ~. ' t • , t' t ·r~ ~1 f l°'f. e , b l. - h , .u:.. bl' ' t r. t' S' t r • 

•=': El,~01men_ nas cee1:i, ,rn 1 ,.1.:l _con- The m·or ra,ised by the ~eidm2n case civil marriage ceremony. ·n ivorc~ is pu .1c suppor iDr ·ne rn. .e o,. l su:, 

•:t;;f ~;_on 0 1 Mrs .. _Se1dman by _Rernrm demonstrates clearly the real motivation granted only by a civil court and the arc non-Orthodox. The bulk of fu !, i 

:r2N,i$ was perm, t~ed to stand, ;t would of the Orthedox _leadership. Acco!'ding get of a · r.abbinic • cour t 'is ~,1ly sup- contributed to the United Jewish A pJY 

: ? •e . ~~ a. precectent. ¾'
0

• so,_ G0:3, zi,::t to all interpr~t,atiots, except the <;)r fo,o- -ekmentary-- and yolun_tary. '.fhe prepon- and to Israel bonds comes from .r:c 

t-'-'e. C,)a\cers!un. of Mrs. ~~1dman oy t~e dox, the reg;srrabon of Mrs. Se1~n,an ct:crance of •J ew1sh • dlVorces are never Orthodox J e\YS. Ou the. local~ le\'el t i. 

~ ;,:nodex rabbmate serve as a, prece- as a Jew was not to be · considered ~ a brought to a Rabbinical Bcit Din. and majority of J ewish welfare and e,foe 

~-:e~? poes i~ P;Ot demonst!·at~ t1?,at the_ precedent. She was in a unique position, so, most·,k)Vish di,·or·ces are nafadiical- tional institutions .. are- · funded [,L 

l 'I~i!O:.;ox._ raobmate ~ ~n . if It• _is s~i~- having filed her petitioii after the ly invalid. If one would add up foe ouerated- bv ·--and-. for non-OtthG(~c 

!r-:::_;1mly concerned, fi_:!d vta:-,•:;i !)f fac1l!- Sh:i1it decision . and .before the re-· number of Jaws who over the genera~ Jews. -

!at.ag the process or conversron, ~at vision of the Law of · Return. But the . tions are the· progeny of marriages, To maintain that the J;,~;s o-f Amer;c, 

!: ~~~. not p~a~e., before. ~011~:~·t~ m- 1?bbinate : and th~ majority of , the remarriages a1:d conVJ=rsl_o~s not p_er- . v;ant the Orthodox ·Religious _P::! l.' ty ;_ 

h I .e:..L:l;;-Dle obsrnd"~ and 1}11!?!]->'>lb,e.de: N.R.P. haye seen m the case an op- formed by- -Orthodox .rab:01s according have 2. monopoly over .. Jew1sh rr:!: 

~";Riltls :,, And does it no~ mmcate tual portunity :fu erase that part of- the to the strictest Orthodox interpretation g'ious life in _Israel is ludicrous, ,, 

~1.:..!\ei:0 r~. mov~~~ent ·m ~ Isr:~1.' as re,·ised L~\V of P.e!urn which they. nenir o! Halacha, on~ would a~Tive at a v;ell as ~mtr\re. What is tru~, u~fort ,: 

~'-::=;.,=u, ser ._e:5, a vi.al rul~, .,nd lllat __ t~e accepted m the first place . - t.ue,-re- figure representmg the maJor per cent- nately, 1s tnat a small mmor1 ty c 

1=.;-::r'7_.rabmn~-;_te 1e:mn~s '<l?~~ol:nate cognition of non-Orth?dox conv-e~sions age of American _Jews to.day. To_ insist Ame_rican Ortll?dox. Je,1s,. wh_? hax 

1 "=~-tlOll .of HS s_.andards, ~ame,, and abroad. Thev know tnat there 1s· no that the only valid marriages, dn-01·ces contmuously failed · m t11e1r effon s r 

~~~~:!1i es as a v;ahd- expression of- .Ju- . 1<:gical reasin for S!l!1ctioning conver- and conversions ~re those _carrie~ 01.,t diminis~ the infh'.~nce_ of Con~erY~th 

t>"-~"'1 
• . . . . . • • s;ons by Rerorm rabois abroad and for by Orthodox rabbis would u:nmediately . and Rerorm Juda1sm m ·America,_ J? O 

.. ~e;:ew1th 1s a llsung of tue conten- denying the right of these same rabbis disqualify most of' the Jews of -the ·see · in the State of Israel a pollt1c, 

h'TI :3 made by some Orthodox l'abbis, to convert once thev have settled in· world. In this instance the schism is instrument for imposing a · seco12c.-da• 

½:iowe_~ by the ,facts: • . . Iuae!. And so, rncognizing that · both' not the result of any actions performed status en 110:u--Orthodox Je\vs. 

~";. _<.'nief Rallbm::i.te nnd _tile, ~shonaJ time and logic were against them, they by Reform er Conservat ive rabbis, but It is not enough for the R::,,hbin:: 

J:;,.-<gtmis P:?rty are dcfenchng the inte- decided to exploit the delicate political rather the bitter fruit of an entrenched r.nd the :Ministry of Religion to t ,, 

;;~:; y an.d_ i;:m.ctity of tlto l:falacha. situation in order to strengthen their orthodox mi116rity. • a ·m,onopoly over Jewish religiDus ~: 

. monopolv m·er religious life: In so Th • • ihe Disspcra. will oot 2u,-. in Israel. No monopoly is e-ver ac:s,E . - ' 

to prest>rYe the doi~~ they. e . ,.t:~•~c '?- .-_ .~ : ·_ • e_q ,_t recogn~tion o,. form . iiml COlm,r- _if there n,· ., 1, , c,~ 

6Uva te,, the Ot·- poht :c~l bl,1 ,.nm! c:o,:hed m the gurb ,ath-a Jmlai.sm. ·on ne:,:t li~r.:~> . 

f ~ --
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no less ·_ tnan oy VlW.:Vu~•.,. ·~---
Every Orthodox rabbi who has anv 
raal expo:rie::1ce a11d c@ta.et w1th the 
Refo1·:o. mowment kno;•;s that Refor·m 

poy:ers - to hivalidate or "impose a ~?- -
cond-cla1,s status ?1!. _<:ther 1egitimf':e 
expre.;;sio~s of Jua~1sm .. . -

l 
_L 



June 3, 1970 

Rabbi Alexander M, Schindler 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch (Israel) 

Al Vorspan 

Enclosed, the i ems you equested. 

Al Vorspan is coordinatit g the further effort which you 
requested. Wolf Kell'.!lBn has already i ued his release. 

Busy, busy -- but we 11 rvive, f.m , ir ze hashew! 

Keep well. 

P. S . Am meeting with Rank n xt week. 



To: .. bl:ti Jalfour Srklmer 
Al Yoqpu 

6/J/70 

Por ,.. iafOhlltloll. .. nad t!ae calale 
alcb •• -t to Golda •u oa *' 2ltll. 
to laWtl Wolf &ei.aa•• aecret:ar7. 
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~"'E ARE m~r:l?I,V CONCERNED ::rit -;~;,;:,:: mr:::?,(!'HLY Tims!AT DY Tt,~~ W\.'.\:!OUi'iL 
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Rabbi Eisendrath called the attention of the Executive Committee to 
the new development in Israel and · the controversy that has been stirred up 
atten ~pon tne ecent decision of the Supreme Court of Israel relative 
to " o is a Jew?'_;) In the struggle over the Shalit case in Israel, the 
Or odox communL~ mounted a vehement campaign to overturn the Israeli 

-( Supr ettrra'nd to fasten the Orthodox definition of "Jew" upon the 
\ Knesset. Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch, who is the Director of the Religious 

Action Center in Washington and greatly experienced in social action, is 

J
. ,~' 1

i in Israel on his leave of absence. He mobilized the Liberal Jewish com-
' munity in Israel, utilizing the techniques of American-style lobbying and 

l campaigning in the Knesset, in an extremely effective support for religious 
. ~ , v liberty. The result of all these efforts was adoption of legislation which 

1~v ~ was condemned by extremist Orthodox spokesmen because it recognized, for the 
~ \\ I first time, the legitimacy of non-Orthodox rabbinic conversions in defining 

'.J ~ "who is a Jew?". 

Rabbi Eisendrat then announced that Rabbi Ricnard Sternberger, pres
ently Director of the ew Jersey Council, has been assigned as the new 
Director of the Mid-At antic Council, effective July 1. 

- 12 -



Rabbi Eisendrath complimented Mr. Morse on the exhibition of his ex
ceedingly unique collection of historic Chinese art, which has been recently 
on display in San Francisco, and which will soon open at the Los Angeles 
County Museum. He said that he had attended the eKhibit when it was pre
sented at the Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto d could testify to the 
reception and response to it. He also commented on the highly commendatory 
review of Mr. Morse's extraordinary exhi issue of THE SATURDAY 
REVIEW. 

Rabbi Eisendrath said that h was pleased to announce that Mrs. Joseph 
Harlam is desirous of some memo al to her late husband in this building, 
in addition to the Betty and seph Harlam Camp in Pennsylvania which was 
established in their names a consequence of their very generous gift. 
She has very eagerly acce the idea of having our display windows on 
Fifth Avenue dedicated his memory and has graciously made a gift of 
$40,000 for this purp Rabbi Eisendrath moved that the Executive 
Committee formally cept this gift, which motion was seconded and unani
mously carried. 

- 11 -



April 23, 1970 

Dear Dick, 

Thank yoa ao _,.,b for eendf.ag • • COPJ of tba ~• 

material• concerning Kfar Kaaaam and the Who la .., 

deelaion. It w tlloqhtful of you t8 .... tld.a along 

to me• and I !OUM ~ aatclal VffJ MlpM. 

Corclially, 

Alemder K. Schindler 

t.abb1 A.M. bindler 

838 l'ifth Ave. 

Rev Yor • 1' .1'. 10021 

c/o Aran 

Bahbl B.icbard G. Rirach 
70 Uziel Street 
Jeruul•• Iarael 



1110 

IMIIEIMI (()) ~AN[)) lUIMI 
Date Februar 6 1970 

-~~~-==c=.=..-~.___;=...:......::;...__ 

From_-=-M=y~r:a....;:;.o=n;.._::E=-=-· --=S~c~h~o.;::__::e~n:,._ __________ _ 

To Rabbi Schindler 

Copy for information of Rabbis Brickner, Eisendrath and Seltzer, and Al Vorspan 

Subject _____ A_r_a_b_-_J_e_w_i_s_h __ D_ i _a_l_o_g_u_e _____________________ _ 

I want to heartily endorse the suggestion of Sandy Seltzer's 

that the staff of the UAHC discuss the implications of his 

memo of January 19, 1970. While the time I have spent in Israel 

has been quite limited (two weeks in December 1968 and two weeks 

in December 1969), there were several aspects that troubled me 

greatly. 

It is more than a month since my return from my visit with my 

son, who is studying at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, but 

there is one comment, among many, that he made that keeps running 

around in my mind. In one of our long and serious discussions on 

the role and relationship of Israel to the Jews of the diaspora, he 

declared, "But Pop, there are no Jews here, there are only Israelis!" 

I do not want to try to interpret this comment in this memo, but I 

think it is an integral part of the questions that Sandy raises. 

Going back a full year, I can still recall the shock both my wife 

and I experienced at the "official line" given us as part of a bus

load of ordinary tourists by our Israeli guide, when viewing the 

scene in the Gaza Strip and on the Golan Heights. This, too, has 

religious implications which I would love to discuss without being 

considered "anti-Israel." 

My family was in Dick Hirsch's home the day his article appeared 

in the Jerusalem Post and I wish I had a tape recording of the ex

change that took place between my youngsters and Dick, not only in 

regard to his article but on other facets of the Israeli scene. 

Dick listened, but I am not quite sure that he understood the full 

import of the reactions of these American born Reform Jewish, college

age kids. 

However, I must, at the same time, say that I, for one, agree with 



Rabbi Schindler -2- February 6, 1970 

Dick's statement that the political leaders of Israel seem 
to have a tremendous following in the American Jewish com
munity. Further, that more and more in my travels and con
tact with the leadership of our Reform congregations, I get 
the feeling that Israel and its survival are of prime impor
tance to the vitality and strength of the American Jewish 
community. 

I am curious to hear from Sandy about the contacts between 
Arab-Israeli students on American campuses. The report I 
have from my daughter in Washington, D. c. (which has a Jarge 
Arab population, student and otherwise), is of extreme hosti-
lity and no basis for dialogue. However, with the scene in the 
near East becoming daily one of greater retaliation to retaliation, 
we must certainly search for some way to keep the situation from 
deteriorating to the point where the only recourse is to arms. 

I sincerely hope that at the earliest possible date, the staff 
will have the opportunity for a full discussion of the situation. 

MES:mr 
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.WCBS-TV 
CBS T levision Stations 
A Division of Columbia Broadcasting System, Inc. 
51 West 52 Street 
New York, New York 10019 
(212) 765-4321 

near Mrs. Weiner: 

APR2 41969 

Thank you for your interest in requesting a transcript of the news 
piece I did on the extra Y chromosome story. 

It's enclosed. 

Sini!J;;;;(_ 

/Earl Ubell 
Science Editor 

Mrs. Rae Weiner 
838 Fifth Avenue - Room 900 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

21 April 1969 
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Ubell/Chromosome Murder - April 14, 1969 

Ubell o/c John Farley was sick of mind and sick in each and every 
one of his body's cells when he killed a forty-nine-year-old 
Queens woman last August. His attorney, Marvyn Korberg, all 

but admitted that he did the killing. He told a jury that 
his client's warped cells made him abnormal, and his warped 

mind made him believe he was killing his o,m mother. The 

✓ 

combination makes ,John Farley not guilty by reason of insanity, 
his attorney said. This is the first time such a defense 
was offered to a jury in an American Court. 

The unique legal and medical approach will assert that John 

had an extra chromosome in every cell of his body ... a 
~ 

chromosome that made him 6 feet 8 inches tall, that made 
him especially aggressive. 

Here's the chromosome story: his body--and yours too--is 
composed of organs--heart, lungs, kidneys, and liver. Here, 
for example, is his liver ... 

And the liver in turn is composed of microscopic cells--bags 
of chemicals that carry on all living chemistry ... every 

organ is composed of cells. 

This is a typical cell: the ordinary chemistry goes on in 
this region: your muscle cells contract, _your brain cells 

fire electricity, your liver cells create new chemicals. 
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Ubell/Chromo~ome Murder - April 14 , 1969 - 2 

Ubell o/ c This is the brain of the cell. It controls all the 

chemistry . And in the brain there are these rod- like objects , 

l ess than a ten-thousandth of an inch long- -these are chromosomes . 

The chromosomes contain all the instructions for the cells ' 

chemistry . You and I have 23 pairs, including a pair that 

determines ·our maleness or femaleness~· 

Males have a small one called X Y, and a big one called X. 

Females have two XX ' s . John Farley has an extra Y chromosome . 

He i nheri ted i t at bi rth in s ome unknown way . And in the 

last year , scientists have found that many criminals have 

extr a Y chromosomes ; thatextra chromosome changes the body 
~ 

chemistry ... makes the man more aggressive : more likely to 

assault, more likely to rape, more likely to kill . 

John Farley has that killer chromosome . 

Earl Ubell - WCBS- TV News 



C.P. Snow Suggests Jews 'Superior? 
By Lewis Grossberger 

• New York-Physicist-novelist C. P. Snow sug
gested yesterday that Jews may be genetically su
perior, entering a scientific controversy heavily laden 
wlth emotional overtones: Is human development in
fluenced more by heredity or environment? 

"Is there something in the Jewish gene pool which 
produces talent on quite a different scale from, say, 
the Anglo-Saxon gene pool?" Snow asked. "I am 
prepared to believe that it may be so. Take any test 
of achievement you like--in any branch of i;cience, 
mathematics, literature, music, public life," he said. 
"The Jewish performance has been not only dispro
portionate, but almost ridiculously disproportionate." 
He made his remarks in a Founder's Day address at 
the New York School of Hebrew Union College
Jewish Institute of Religion. 

Snow, the British lord noted for achievements in 
both science and letters, was cautious in his treatment 
of what has been called the nature vs. nurture ques
tion, acknowledging that equalitarian Americans 
would probably not like a theory that one group 
might be superior to others because of its genes. Snow 
refused to be drawn into a discussion of the genetics 

of the Negro race or the controversial work of Arthur 
Jensen, a leading educational psychologist, who has 
argued that intelligence is determined largely by 
heredity and cannot be significantly changed by en
vironment. 

What Snow did say was that Jews, through cen
turies of inbreeding, may have produced an "undi
luted gene pool" that led to "astonishing perfor
mance" in "whatever kind of human excellence you 
examine." He conceded, however, that environment 
could be a strong factor in that performance. "The 
very obvious truth that a Jewish person starts with 
two strikes against him means that he will struggle 
through where others don't," he said. 

Snow argued that a theory of hereditary group 
superiority, if proven correct, need not lead to racism, 
but to a more effective use of the abilities of such 
groups. Geneticists and psychologists, largely divided 
on the group-superiority-inferiority question, have 
tended to treat it gingerly because of possible emo
tional racial reactions and also because there is little 
scientific evidence on the subject. 

Thus, the recent publication in a Harvard Uni
versity periodical of the Jensen study caused a stir 

in scientific circles. Jensen, a psychologist at the 
University of California at Berkeley, theorized that 
inborn genetic factors determine intelligence and that 
this accounts for the fact that Negroes average 15 
points below whites on intelligence quotient tests. 
Jensen added that recent tests indicated that children 
from Negro and other disadvantaged groups do 
poorly in abstract reasoning, but do well in rote 
learning and memory. 

Because heredity is more important than environ: 
ment, Jensen reasoned, educational programs designed 
to raise the intelligence of disadvantaged children by 
enriching their cultural surroundings are mistakes. 
Instead, he said, if his theory is correct, "the next step 
will be to develop the techniques by which school 
learning can be most effectively achieved in accor
dance with different patterns of ability." 

Jensen's treatise was praised by some scientists, 
but caused dismay for others, who felt that he had 
gone further than the evidence justified. Snow, asked 
about Jensen's writing yesterday, would say only= 
"The findings should not be dramatized until there is 
absolute scientific justification. I wish that Jensen 
had been a little more careful." 

Ray's Judge Is Dead; 
n /'-.L,;;a~~- M :v -Result 
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CALLS JEWS SUPERIOR: C. P. Snow, British author and 
physicist, who spoke yesterday at the New York School of 
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~c. P. Snow Says Voll Have to Be J 
• Ii :: upset" over hls miggestion •t e w Is inborn Jewish intelligence. H t 

agreed that the theory was , By BARRY CUNNINGHAM 
o- Nothing succeeds like success 
~ -except being born a Jew. 

That's the view of C. P. Snow, 
..: statesman, novelist. scientist, 
_. philosopher and gentile. 
o2 "'Why have the Jews been so 
o.. successful?" Lord Snow asked -< an audience of Talmudic sehol>= ars assembled at Hebrew Union 
<( College to award him an honora
~ ry doctorate 
~ Snow suggested that, apart 
1-- from their heritage of persecu
..,.: tion and their cultural environ
v, ment, the Jewish people are 2 born with a creative intellect 

~ 
Qt!:'. 

0 
>-

~ z 

superior to that or Anglo
Saxons. 

A Different Scale 
"Is there something in the 

Jev,rish gene pool which pro
duces talent on quite a differ
ent scale from, say, the Anglo
Saxon gene pool? I am pre
pared to believe that may be 
so." 

The British peer described 
the "almost ridiculq.~s ;lropor
tion" of Jewish n:tmes on the 
roster of Nobel Pr':ze- ,iinners 
over the last quarter century, 
and added that the Jewldh peo
ple's "inexplicably large con-

hibution to the world . . . has Snow glowered through owl- kind of "scientific Calvinism." often roused the envy of less ish spectacles and dismissed the Ought to Be Equal gifted persons." question as an impertinence. "Of course all people ought His theory of the genetically Lord Snow, shambling, bald, to be equal in creation," he said, Chosen People may have in-gratiated him with his audi- face congested, said, "All of us "but you've got to be extreme-ence, but reporters at a press like to believe that our fate is ly careful who you spend yhur conference yesterday pressed entirely in our own hands. We time giving a long education Snow for a fuller explanation . . think we ought to be able to to." \Vhat is a Jew? he was asked. 
Lord Snow replied without hesi
tation: "Anyone w.ho thinks he 
is." 
Liberty to Succeccl 

Then anyone \vho thinks he 
has the required gene pool is 
most likely to succeed? 

play the piano like Richter, 
broad-jump 29 feet, write 'War 
and Peace,' or become a movie 
star. We don't believe in any 
predetermination. I don't like to 
upset these cherished dreams." 

He conceded that "a lot of 
people are going to be very 

Asked if he were specifically 
re fer ring to disadvantaged 
blacks and other minorities, 
Lord Snow stressed that he 
wasn't taking "the broad view" 
but talking about people who 
were going to make a different 
contribution to the world." 
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April 17, 1969 

bbbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Sydney Groaa 

KYr1M1 Pollak 

I think your idea for getting Snow to expand on bia theory 
vaa excellent. I paased it on to Myl'ft8 l'ollak for follow-up . 

• 



J TA VaHy News Bulletin April i.G, 1969 

j Slomovitk Chides Newspaper Colleagues For Their Reaction To Lord Snow's Thesis 

• DETROIT: April 21 (JTA) -- The editor-publishe:r of an English-Jewish weekly published here has 

. criticized the editors of a number of other Jewish weeklies for rejecting a suggestion by the British 

author and physicist, C.P. Snow, that outstanding Jewish achievement in many fields might be attributable 

to a superior genetic endowment. 

Philip Slomovitz, of the Detroit Jewish News, accepts Lord Snow's thesis as "truth." He chided 

its critics for being ''jittery" and "frightened by the gene pool compliments" and urged Lord Snow not 

to be "upset by the critics." According to M:r. Slomovitz, "If there is a disproportionate performance 

of Jewish superiority--as there undoubtedly is--it is the result of a challenge, of the need to overcome 

difficulties, of rising above the degradations to which our people have been subjected through the ages ... 

That is why the Jew rose above his environment. That's why the gene.proq.uced so well/' 

Editors of English-Jev/ish weeklies published in Boston, Cleveland and Newark, N.J., however, saw 

in Lord Snow's theory the elements of a potentially dangerous doctrine of racial superiority which could 

make Jews complacent. They attributed the excellence of Jewish performance to ambition, hard work, 

closely knit families and a tradition of learning. One editor maintained that the "challenge-and-response" 

theory promulgated by the British historian Arnold Toynbe~ was a more likely explanation of Jewish 

achievement than Lord Snow's gene pool thesis. There is no scientific evidence that environmental fac-

tors aff~ct human genes. • 

New Jersey Senate Gets Assembly-Passed Bi II Allowing Prayer Or Si lent Meditation 

'TRENTON, N.J., April 21 (JTA) -- A bill allowing brief, daily silent prayer or meditation in New 

Jersey public schools was passed on to the Senate last week after winning almost unanimous approval 

in the State Assembly. The measure, which could constitute a challenge to the U.S. Supreme Court's 

interpretation of the Constitution's edict calling for separation of church and state is expected to face 

a veto by Gov. Richard J. Hughes if passed by the Senate. He vetoed a similar bill last year and its 

supporters failed by a narrow margin to over-ride it. The measure supported by 15 Democrats and 

44 Republicans provides for a period of meditation at the opening of every school day and would be 

mandatory if directed by the local school board and optional with each teacher in lieu of any school 

board directive. ~ 

National Counci I Of Jewish Women Hears President Comment On Youth, Black Anti-Semitism 

CHICAGO, April 21 (JTA) -- The National Council of Jewish Women opened its 28th biennial con

vention here yesterday with an analysis of the disaffection of American youth and an assessment of 

Negro anti-Semitism. Mrs. Leonard H. Weiner, president of the 100,000-member organization, said 

in her keynote address that young people were dismayed by the gap between the image of America 

they grew up with and the realities they saw. 

"Many of our young people have grown up living the 'good life' portrayed in ads and on television 

screens/' she said, "and as they have reached maturity and grasped the nature of the world as it is 

for the great majority of its inhabitants, they have been overwhelmed by dismay and disillusionment." 

Mrs. Weiner said that looking to their elders "they have seen avoidance or response so measured 

that it could be interpreted as indifference." 

Mrs. Weiner urged the Jewish community not to hold the entire Negro people responsible for the 

anti-Semitic manifestations of small groups of extremists. "We cannot expect black America to be 

free of anti-Semitism or any other human weakness," she said. She added, however, that ffwas the 

responsibility of black leaders to condemn irresponsible and anti-social behavior. The same position 

was taken by Judge Otto Kerner, chairman of the National Commission on ~ivil Dis_ord~rs (Ke~ner 

Commission), who was on hand to receive the John F. Kennedy Award for his contributions while serv-

ing on the Commission. 

New Yorkers Wi II Pay Tribute To Danes For Rescuing Jewish Community During War 

NEW YORK, April 21 (JTA) -- New York's academic community will ~ay tri~ute to the G?vern

ment and people of Denmark here April 26 for the rescue of almost the entire Jewi_sh ~ommun~ty of . 

that country by their Danish fellow citizens. A program of music and dance featuring international 

artists will mark the escape of Denmark's Jews to Sweden in 1943 after they were slated for d~porta

tion to Nazi death camps. The event will be sponsored by Tribute to the Danes, Inc., n founclntlon 

which provides scholarships in Israel for Danish youth. 



c.J □ ACHIM PRINZ 

February 19, 1970 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear Alex: 

It was so good having seen you last night. 
the meeting was helpful. 

I hope 

I am writing you to impress upon you the great im
portance of a meeting with Golda Meir, not merely in terms 
of religious freedom and all the rest of it, but in very 
concrete terms of political concerns. This should include 
some of the points which I made last night. 

There is a story in the paper today that Israel has 
suggested some plan for the solution of the refugee problem. 
Nevertheless, all this should be discussed. But the most 
important point to be made is that you are under the im
pression that the government of Israel does not always 
understand the issues which are paramount to American Jews 
and other Jews in the world. However, I would stress 
American Jewry. I would tell her in no uncertain terms 
that we sometimes feel the government shows little sen
sitivity to the problems which beset us, that they do not 
understand or realize the extent of their alienation which 
can only be aggravated by Israel's political attitudes. 

I would in this discussion mention concrete problems 
such as the Presidents Conference taking orders from the 
Embassy, and that by doing so, becoming politically use
less. This conversation will be senseless unless it is 
completely frank, and even brutally frank. You are, after 
all, free agents and do not aspire to any position in the 
Israel cabinet. Therefore you can speak with the utmost 
frankness and honesty. It would be catastrophic if the 
Central Conference would have a convention and indicate 
that its only concerns are with religious and cultural mat
ters. Such esoteric stance is no longer possible or help
ful. • 



- 2 -

I hope you will discuss it with your people and, 
if you wish, you can convey it to them in my name . 

©ive my love to your wife who in my mind is identi
fied with wild strawberries and a good Sancerre, prefer
ably vintage 1959. 

With all good wishes, I am 

Yours, 

• 



March 13, 1970 

Dear Dick, 

Just a note to let you know how nice it waa to be with you -- and 
to be in Israel, of course. You covered youraelf with glory these 
past weeks, and~ basked i n this reflection. 

A favor, if you can: waa the Kafr Kaaaem (1958) deciaion ever 
published? If so, would it be possible for you to obtain a copy 
for me (preferably in English)? I notice that the Jerusalem Poat 
adver tised its intention to issue a special supplement on the 
"Who is a Jew?" case; perhapa a similar aupplement was releaaed 
on Kafr Kassem in 1958 (for that matter, if the "Jew" supplement 
is interesting, be good enough to aend it to me as well. I real~y 
hate to i mpose on you for this, but I will ,e beholden to you ' 
for this if you can help me here. Maybe it can be done through 
your secretary. 

Heartfelt thanks for all your helpfulneas and for your friendship. 

Love to Bella and the kids. 

c/o Argov 

As ever, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

• 

Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 
70 Uziel Street 
Jerusalem, Iarael 

\ 

\ 
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EMBASSY OF ISRAEL 

WASHINGTON D ?Nit" n,,,,Jl 
JH)ll\lt1' 

January 14, 1970 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alexander, 

Many thanks for your letter of December 15. 

Best personal regards. 

AA:rjk 

Sincerely yours, 

(/ "t~/t'lt:./ 
/-., )' 

A; Avidar 
Minister of Information 



'J:he lion. Avrabam Avidar. Minister 
Israel Embassy 
1621 22nd Street Northwest 
'Washington. D.C. 20003 

Dear Avr m7 

January 6. 1970 

You may be interested in reading the enclosed 
Call to Action bulletin. 

All good wishe . 

Alexa er M. Schindler 
Encl. 

• 
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EMBASSY OF ISRAEL 

WASHINGTON, D. C. D ?NiiV" J"l1i"'i)W 
,, ~:l)''tV1 

'• 

)EC.30 19 
(.,. ' 

December 23, 1969 
-~-~)/ 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alexander: 

-·-

Thank you for forwarding to me the copies of the 
statements on Vietnam which I had requested. 

I was most pleased to make your personal acquain
tance, and I am looking forward to deepening our friend
ship. Best regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

A. Avidar 
Minister of Information 

AA:rjk 

' 



December 11, 1969 

T:1e Hon. Avraham Avidar. Minister {c.J J?/~ , _.,_~-< ti. l t.-..,;t.. ) 
Israel Embassy IJ J 
1621 22nd Street~ rthwest 
Washington, D.C. 20008 

Dear A-.. rahan,, 

Enclose , the requested .copies of oi,r recei: t stataments on 
Viet,iau, Tll-=Y will , nc 1...btedly be of interest to you. 

I .found your 111.s it t 1. ,r.or ln ery hope ful, and I hope 
that it will oe only the beginning of not infrequent 
meetings which c~n nly lead to a better understanding -
certainly on my part. 

All the very best to you individually and to us all 
collectively. 

Chag Sooeach! 

Cordially, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

:&ncl. 

• 







Meir's letter to Nixon 
r·ouses controversy ! . 

a 
The Jerusalem Post lta,s r ecei'ued a mun
ve1· of letters j'l·oni readers wh o feel 
s rang ly abot,t Jlfrs. Golda M eir ' s lette1· 
con.grafolating President N ixon on h is 
Tecent speecli on A:merican V ietnam pa
Ucy. One 1m ch letter, in a critical vei.n, 
wa 7nt blished -in om· Readers' L etters 
coltimn recently ; here are extracts f1 ·0-m 
othei·s, i ncluding one su.p210rting the Prime 
Min·is t,e1·. 

AN irate reader in H aifa, MR. PAUL 
P AI;'I ER, thin.ks that we are 

mixing with tlie wrong people when we 
1:Jtnd letters of encouragement to P re
sident Kt:-:011 : "The people of the Viet
cong ai·e in the same position as we in 
I srael. fighting: for their very existence, 

11,·<:Jding t hei r blood to prot ec t the lives 
... r their fa m ilies. There is no moral, 
human or physical separation between 
the majo:fity of the Vietnamese people 
struggli ng for thei r fr eedom and the 
people of I sra el. We should fully sym
pathise with them, or at least no t pu-b
licly show our affiliation with American 
aggression. 

"J\1.illions of people in America and 
throughout the i•:orid are protesting 
ag inst the 1\-ar in Vietnam... thundering 
a demand for a stop to the needless 
Jrilling. I'm afr id the l€tter to President 
N ixon creates and will create resentment 
against Israel's policies. Millions of the 
tiemonstrators against t he Vietnam. war 
will ask themse!ve,s how it is possible 
for I sraei, strugg!in,g fo r her existence, 
l.o send a letter of praise to President 
1\lixon." 

A J eru8-alem resident, JUDITH S. 
ROSENFELD, fiuds it "shocking to learn 
that Mrs. Golda A ek finds Mr. Nixon's 
speech 'm aningfu·l' " and derives en
e ul'agement ... or Israel's future in a ny 
facet of American commitment in Vie:t
I!am. .. I sincerely hope that I si-ael never 
finds herself allied with any nation in 
sµch a .senseless and atrocious venture 
as the war in Vietnam." 

MR. WILLIAM FREED::IUN left Amer
!ea last September in order to avoid, 
.among other things, arguments about 
Vietnam, he writes from Haifa. I srnelis' 
lack of knowledge a bout the cau.ses of 
that war, however, force him to r ejoin 
the fray: "Mr s. Meir 's justification of the 
lette1· on the grounds tha t in Vietnam 
the O.S. has set out to preserve the 
rights of small nat ions, of which Israel 
1;~ on.e, is not only a n inaccurate analogy 
tut damaging to I srael's cause. 

"According to Pa.ragraph 6 of th e 
F inal Declara tion of Geneva, an agree
ment the Gnited States refused to sign 
out pledged itself never t o disrupt , 'the 
military demarcation l ine (between what 
are now North and South Vietnam) is 
provisional and should not in any way 
be interpreted as constituting a political 
or ter ritor-ial boundary.' Paragraph 7 
.EJta t es that 'general elections shall be 
J;.eld ( throughout ail of Vietnam, not 
merely in the South) in J uly, 1956, under 
t.he supervision. of an international com
m ission.' It is now comm.only acknow
ledged - I do.ubt that even Dean R usk 
or ex 0 P resident J ohnson would deny it 
- that it wa s the then President of 1 

South Vietnam, Ngo Dinh Diem., who, 
cer ta in of defeat and with encourage
ment from the U.S., r efused to permit 
these e ections to be held or even to 
participate in the consultative conferences 
scheduled to precede them. 

"In short , it has been United States 
1 ollcy since at least 1956 not to pre-

serve a small nation, but, contrary to in- VI 
ternational agreement and its own pledge, 1' 
to carve a small nation out of a larger ft 
one, not by election but by force, and d. 
contrary to the apparent will . of the p. 
majority of its people." I 

MR. ELIEZER AKABAS, Assistant to i· 
the Treasurer of the J ewish Agency, 
sees things somewhat differently: ' 'Those 
criticizing Mrs. Golda Meir's step do not 
go into the heart of the ma>tter and 
have not until now perceived the lin k 
between Vietnam and the Middle East 
- particularHy the State of I srael. The 
military defeat and the potiticaJ surrend-
er of the U.S. in Vietnam would doubt~ 
lessly s trengthen t he enemies of I srael. 
'I'he U.S .S.R. a nd the Arab countries will 
detect in it a weakness and the signal 
to continue their taking hol.d of still 
other countries in the Far and N ear 
East. 

"Our position in this political and 
m ilitary whirlpool is clear, and we must 
not k eep silent in t he face of the open 
and brazen aggression of our enemies 
plotting to dest roy us as a people and 
t o era se our state f rom t h.e map of the 
globe. I do not - a nd am sure that 
most of my fellow citizens feel like 
me - share the complacency of the 
Jewish 'liberals' in the U.S. and wher
ever they are concerning th is acute prob
lem t orturing our souls and endanger
ing our very ex istence here." 

DAVID STEIN of Berkeley, California, 
who says that he is a candidate for 
Israeli citizenship as soon as he finishes 
his studies, is "outraged" over the P rime 
Min ister's letter: "I wish to protest 
vehemently the capitulation to the Pre
sident of the United States. Israel can
not survive if she aligns herself with 
the most clearly reactionary actions of 
the super-powers, even i f the short-range 
aim is greater military security. .. T his 
action will not gain Israel any good-will 
from America n J ewish youth , a ll of whom 
are opposed to American economic im
perialism and it s military counterpart in 
South-E as t Asia ... 'H e who chooses the s 
lesser of t wo evils forgets that ne has 
chosen evil'." 1) 

• 



MEIR'S Ll'l'Tlll '1'0 NUON a.was Cc»rrao¥DSY 

.. 1 ui:.: _.; ' f:.1 r'ost hus ,·, ct·, 1•, -l:, ,;, 

tiCI' of lcitcrs frnm rcwlers who jcd 
~fro119ly abo-ut ,lfrs. Golda 11lci,•'s letter 
co,1!}nd1 1 /atir.g President Ni:;_•on on his 
rccr,11t speech oii Ame1·,aan 'Victmon po
"ii<:y . Ona 11Hch lettc,·, in a critical vein, 
1f'os p1.il,l·i.sl1cd in Oio- Rca<lcrs' Lr,ttr,rs 
coln-inn recently,· here are e~:tracts _r,-o-m 
,otlic,-s. includh,g one su.p110rting the Prime 
lJf inist er. 

. AN ir.:tte reader In Haifa, M:R. PAUL 
1 P .A.ISNER, , thinks that \\"e arc 

:mi:-:ing- with U1e wrnng people when we 
-.s~nd J-~tters of cncourngernent to P1·e
_.,.it! <'nt X,:-:orr: ''The people of the Vict
con; ai·~ in the same position as we in 
Jsn.1:l. fighting for their vc-ry existence, 
,-;.,.-,:1.-,;ng their blood t-0 protect the live::. 
or" the\1• families. There is no moral , 
human or pi1ysical separation between 
'the majo,•ity of the Vietnamese people 
Etrugg·Jing fut• their freedom and the 
p-eople 0: Israel. \Ve should fuily sym
:,:,athis,~ with them , ot· at least not pub
licly show our affiliation with American 
ai:;-gression. 

"::\{illions of people in America and 
1l1roughout the \\·o l'ld arc protesting 
against tile war in Vietnam ... th:mdering 
a demand for a stop to the nccdkss 
}rililng. I'm afraid the l.::ti.er to Pr"sidcnt 
Nixon creates and will ct·cate rcscntmcnt 
;;.gainst Israel's policies. )ai'.lions or the 
oe;nonstrators against the Vi<'tnam war 
wia ~sk themseh·es how it is possible 
for Israel , struggling for her existence, 
io send a let~er of praise to President 
Nixon." 

A Jern~:-.lem resident, JUDITH S. 
:'.r.OSENFEJLD, finds it "shocking to learn 
that Mrs. Golda Mei1•. fincls 1fr. Nixon's 
.speech 'meaningfu°l' ' and deri\·es en
-eouragement for Israel's future in any 
!acet of. American commitment in Viet
nam. .. I since1·ely hope that Israel never 
finds herself allied with any nation in 
,Yueh a seni;eless and atrocious venture 
as the ·war in Vietnam." 

:MR. \VILLIAM: FREEDMAN left Amer
ica last September in order to r.void, 
:,moo_; othe1· things, arguments about 
Vietnam, he writes from Haiia. Israelis' 
fack of knowledge [..bout the causes of 
that war, howeve1·, force him to rejoin 
the fray: "M1·s. 1ieir's justification of the 
Jetter on the grounds that in Vietnam 
fhe U.S. has set out to preserve the 
;:-jghts of small nations, of which Isr::tel 
'.J.9 one, is not only an ir.accurate analogy 
:but damaging to Israel's cause. 

"According to Panigraph 6 of the 
?iilal Declaration of Geneva, an agrce
,,~ent tlie United States refused to sign 
·.:mt pledged itself ne\·cr to disrupt, 'the 
;:,,ili'..:u:y demarcation line (between wll«t 
am now Xorth and South Vietnam) ls 
y rovisional and sh.ould not in any way 
be in terpreted .. as constituting a polilical 
,c,r territorial boundat·y.' Paragraph 7 
1.•t :-,tca that 'g·cneral elections shall he 
r.dd (tl1rough•)Ut all of Vietnam, not 
m erely in the Soulh) in July, 193G, under 
foe supuv;sion of an international com
r,1is~:on.' It is now commonly aclmow
, ,,dg•,d - I douiJt that even Dean Rusk 
oi: ex-President J ohnson would deny it 
- tilat it was the then President of 
South Vietnam, Ngo Dinh Diem, who, 
tcrtain of defeat and with encourage
mcnt flom the U.S., refused to permit 
i;; r<sc efoetion,9 to be held or eYen to 
y.-.1 l'li i:- i pate ir.. the con.~ultntive coufc1•cnce.~ 
!:<:he<lulcd to precede them. 

"Jn short, it has heen United States 
y,ollcy 1,ince at least l!i5G not to pre-

r, , 1 nation, but, contrary to in-
Lern::ilio1,,tl agreement and i.ts own pledge, I, 
to carve a small nation out of a larger f, 
one, not by election hut by force, and d 
contrnry to tlle apparent will of the P 
mo.jority of its people." I 

MR. ELIEZER AKABAS, Assi.sknt to i• 
the Treasurer of the Je\vish Agency, 
sees things somewhat differently: '·Those I 
criticizing Mrs . . Golda Meir's i::tep do not 
go into the heart of the n1atter and :· 
havo not until now perceived the link 
between Vietnam and the .M:icldle East 
- parlicularily the State of Israel. The 
military defeat and the polilicaJ surrend-
er of the U.S. in Vietnam would doubt
lcf.sly strengthen the enemies of Israel. 
'l'he U.S.S.R. and the Arab countries will 
ddect' in it a weakness and the !':ignal 
to continue their taking hoid of still 
other countries in the Far and Near 
East. 

"Our position in this political ·and 
military whirlpool is clear, a.nd we must 
not keep silent in the face of the open 
and brazen aggression of our encm1es 
plotting to destroy us as a people and 
to erase our state from th e map of the 
;;lobe. I do not --; and am sure that 
most of my fellow citizens feel like 
me - share tile compl::.cency of the 
Jewish 'libc1·als' in the U.S. and wher
eve1· they arc concerning this acute prnb
lem t0rturing our souls and endang·er
ing our very existence here." 

DAVID STEIN of Be1keley, CaJ;fornia, 
\Vho says that he is a canclid:..~c for 
Israeli citizenship as s0on as he finishes 
i,is studies, is "outraged" over the Prime 
Minister's letter: "I wish to protest 
\·cl1<'mently the capitulation to the Pre
sident of the United States. Isr::el c n
not survive if she aligns herself with 
tile most clcal'iy reactionary actions of 
the super-powers, even if the short-range 
aim is greater military security... This 
action will not gain Israel any good-will 
:from American Jewish youth, all of whom 
aro opposed to American economic im
p<:!rialism and its military counterpart in 
South-East Asia.. . 'He who chooses the 5 

lesse1· of two evils forgets that he has 
chosen evil'.'' lj 

• 

Jei,iaale Pqlt 
Dec. a. 1969 
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COMPARISON BETWEEN AMERICAN PERMANENT 
RESIDENTS OF ISRAEL: PART III, PREDICTIONS 

ABOUT AMERICA AND ISRAEL* 1 

B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundation at Purdue University 

GERALD ENGEL 

A. INTRODUCTION 

In 1967, native American Jews who became permanent residents of Israel 
during the years 1962 through 1966 evaluated their American background 
and adjustment to Israel, and made predictions about the future of the Jew 
in America and Israel. Part I dealing with life in America, was presented 
as a comparison between the religious and nonreligious.2 There was a gen
eral criticism of materialism; to a lesser degree both groups were troubled 
by anti-Semitism. However, the religiously oriented were more disturbed by 
assimilation and expressed greater interest in Israel than the nonreligious, 
who were more disturbed by conformity and witchhunting than the religious 
(2). 

Part II focused upon the attraction of Israel and life in Israel. The reli
gious were more attracted by Israel's Jewish factors than the nonreligious 
who found kibbutz ( collective settlement) living more to their liking than 
the religious. However, Jewish aspects of Israel were of paramount impor
tance to both groups. Similarity of age upon settling and shared feelings of 
ease upon arrival in Israel indicated similarity of dissonance. In 1967 both 
groups shared similar views about housing, living within Israeli income, and 

• Received in the Editorial Office, Provincetown, Massachusetts, on June 20, 1969, 
and published immediately at 35 New Street, Worcester, Massachusetts. Copyright by 
The Journal Press. 

1 The author gratefully acknowledges the aid of Dr. Harold Kahn, National Insti
tute of Health, in preparing the questionnaire; of Dr. Ben Winer, Purdue University, 
for statistical analysis; Glenda McCracken and Arnold Woodruff, Purdue Computer 
Center, for programming. Marilyn Kopelowitz Engel served as study coordinator. 

Special acknowledgment is made to B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundations for granting 
me a decennial leave to gather the data, November 1966 through August 1967, and 
to Dr. Frederick L. Hovde, President of Purdue University for allocating President's 
Funds for computer work; to Sarge Biltz, Inc., for funds for immediate publication. 

2 In Israel 255 subjects identified with Jewish religious tradition: 87 traditionalists 
{masorti); 30 keepers of commandments {shomer mitzvot); 138 observant (dati). 
One hundred eighty-eight were designated nonreligious in Israel: 27 against obser
vance (anti-dati); 80 not observant (Io dati); 55 secularists (chiloni); 24 who 
wrote "don't know"; 2 Hebrew Christians. 
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work satisfaction, despite differences in occupation and disagreement about 
occupational prospects ( 3). 

Part III presents the immigrants' views about the future of the Jew in 
America and Israel. Outwardly the situation of the American volunteer dif
fers from olim (immigrants) who fled their homelands (1, 10, 11, 12). How
ever, Americans come to reduce dissonance ( 4) ; they respond to inner signals 
of discontent (7). 

Quantitative and qualitative differences exist between the religious and 
nonreligious in making predictions ( 8). Despite group differences, Americans 
in Israel reject the notion that the Jew in America is successfully adapting 
to a new social setting ( 6, 9). Since their arrival in Israel, Americans have 
become more concerned about the survival of the Jew in America, while si
multaneously becoming more self-assured that Israel is the land of the future. 

B. METHOD 

1. Subjects 

From an official list of permanent residents of Israel the names of 780 
Americans born in the United States or Canada were selected, comprising 
all native Americans who became permanent residents of Israel during the 
years 1962 through 1966, and who were 20 years of age or older by the end 
of 1966. Seventy-seven subjects were eliminated, including six who said they 
left America as infants, six who were deceased, and 65 who were not in Is
rael from March through August 1967 when this questionnaire was admin
istered. Of 703 potential subjects 443 cooperated, representing a 63 percent 
response. 

2. Procedure 

All subjects were mailed a four-page self-administering questionnaire. Re
spondents included 364 who voluntarily answered one of four mass mailings 
and 79 other subjects who were considered forced, responding to personal 
letter or interview. When few statistical differences were observed between 
these groups, the subjects were combined. The comparison presented between 
religiously oriented and nonreligious is based upon subjects' religious align
ment in Israel, and does not necessarily reflect their religious outlook when 
in America (2) .3 

C. RESULTS 

In comparing the responses of the religiously oriented and nonreligious no 
difference in age of arrival was observed ( 3). It was therefore hypothesized 

S See footnote 2. 
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that both groups would project a similar dim view of the future of Jews in 
America. Results indicated the nonreligious became equally concerned about 
assimilation 79. 9 percent of all respondents foresaw increasing assimilation, 
only 3.5 percent anticipated any decrease. 

Religiously oriented subjects more than the nonreligious anticipated an 
increasing bond between Jews in America and world Jewry, 37 .2 percent 
compared to 21.0 percent. However, more of the religious also predicted 
increasing anti-Semitism, 35.6 percent compared to 20. 7 percent ( chi square 
differences significant at the .005 level). The religiously oriented also ex
pressed greater concern about church-state relations, 25.6 percent compared 
to 12.1 percent ( chi square differences significant at the .01 level). 

Simultaneously, nonreligious more than the religiously oriented visualized 
less contact between Jews in America and world Jewry, 32.3 percent com
pared to 26.9 percent; however, the nonreligious anticipated less anti-Semi
tism, 28.8 percent compared to 16.9 percent. Nonreligious also were less 
disturbed about church-state relations, anticipating decreasing concern about 
church-state relations, 22.3 percent compared to 18.6 percent. 

The religiously oriented, more alarmed by the prospect of increasing anti
Semitism and church-state relations in America than the nonreligious, looked 
with greater favor upon their own children living in Israel, 93.7 percent 
compared to 74.9 percent. More of the religious also preferred having their 
children study in Israel, 88.1 percent compared to 68.4 percent. Religiously 
oriented subjects also were more readily in favor of having their children 
marry in Israel, 89.8 percent compared to 69.8 percent ( chi square differences 
significant at the .001 level). 

Group differences existed for four out of ten suggested factors which might 
influence Americans to remain in Israel (Table 1). Religiously oriented felt 
more strongly than nonreligious that more Americans stay because of Jewish 
atmosphere, religious environment, and the land's educational opportunities, 
ranked in that order. While nonreligious subjects agreed that living in a Jew
ish state was of paramount importance, the nonreligious felt more strongly 
than did the religious about the value of kibbutz ( collective settlement) liv
ing in influencing more Americans to stay (Table 1). 

When 13 factors were considered as possibly influencing Americans to ei
ther stay or leave, four significant group differences were observed (Table 
2). The religiously oriented were more inclined than the nonreligious to 
maintain that more Americans will stay if they come with either money or 
friends and relatives. However, the nonreligious, more than the religious, felt 
more Americans who either marry a native (sabra) or join a collective set-
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TABLE 1 
REASONS FOR STAYING IN ISRAEL 

Percentages 

Question 

Treatment 
none 
some 
much 

Housing 
none 
some 
much 

Education 
none 
some 
much 

Job opportunities 
none 
some 
much 

Religious environment 
none 
some 
much 

Family health 
none 
some 
much 

Living in Jewish state 
none 
some 
much 

Position in society 
none 
some 
much 

Kibbutz life 
none 
some 
much 

Cultural life 
none 
some 
much 

Nonreligious 
(N 188) 

(N 163) 
38.7 
41.1 
20.2 

(N 158) 
39.9 
31.6 
28.5 

(N 157) 
35.7 
40.1 
24.2 

(N 160) 
30.6 
33.7 
35 .6 

(N 157) 
24.8 
55.4 
19.7 

(N 155) 
35.5 
47.1 
17.4 

(N 164) 
8.5 

28.7 
62.8 

(N 155) 
21.3 
58.7 
20.0 

(N 157)** 
33.8 
42.0 
24.2 

(N 160) 
18.8 
44.4 
36.9 

Religiously oriented 
(N 255) 

(N 228) 
43.4 
38.6 
18.0 

(N 224) 
45.1 
28.1 
26.8 

(N 222)* 
23.4 
45.9 
30.6 

(N 222) 
32.4 
34.7 
32.9 

(N 232)**** 
9.9 

37.9 
52.2 

(N 220) 
31.4 
44.5 
24.1 

(N 236)*** 
4.7 

17.4 
78.0 

(N 223) 
29.6 
52.9 
17.5 

(N 208) 
42.3 
46.2 
11.5 

(N 221) 
16.3 
49.3 
34.4 

Note: All tables derived from BMD02s-Contingency Table Analysis-Version of 
March 11, 1964, Health Sciences Computing Facility, UCLA. 

• Chi square significant differences = .OS. 
** Chi square significant differences = .01. 

*** Chi square significant differences .00S. 
**** Chi square significant differences = .001. 
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TABLE 2 
REASONS FOR STAYING OR LEAVING ISRAEL 

Percentages 

Nonreligious Religiously oriented 
Question (N 188) (N 255) 

If Americans would: 
Arrive young, (N 174) (N 233) 

they would leave 7.5 7.7 
makes no difference 15.5 12.9 
they would stay 77.0 79.4 

Arrive with spouse, (N 171) (N 225) 
they would leave 11.7 10.2 
makes no difference 36.8 30.7 
they would stay 51.5 59.1 

Arrive with friends or relatives, (N 169) (N 226)* 
they would leave 5.3 3.5 
makes no difference 32.5 20.8 
they would stay 62.1 75.7 

Arrive with $20-40,000, (N 169) (N 233)** 
they would leave 10.7 2.1 
makes no difference 23.7 17.2 
they would stay 65.7 80.7 

Arrive after graduating technical 
or professional school, (N 163) (N 225) 

they would leave 19.6 16.4 
makes no difference 25.8 27.6 
they would stay 54.6 56.0 

Be seasoned technicians or 
professionals, (N 163) (N 221) 

they would leave 26.4 20.8 
makes no difference 20.2 23.1 
they would stay 53.4 56.1 

Be seasoned businessmen, (N 160) (N 215) 
they would leave 46.9 36.3 
makes no difference 29.4 32.1 
they would stay 23.7 31.6 

Obtain an apartment, (N 166) (N 227) 
they would leave 2.4 .9 
makes no difference 21.7 19.4 
they would stay 75.9 79.7 

Join kibbutz or moshav, (N 160)** (N 217) 
they would leave 6.3 18.4 
makes no difference 35.0 36.9 
they would stay 58.7 44.7 

Marry a Sabra, (N 167)** (N 221) 
,, they would leave 8.4 12.2 

makes no difference 16.8 32.1 
they would stay 74.9 55.7 

Be Zionists, (N 165) (N 223) 
they would leave 11.5 7.2 
makes no difference 30.3 24.2 
they would stay 58.2 68.6 
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Question 

Be fluent in Hebrew, 
they would leave 
makes no difference 
they would stay 

Seek American friends 
and relatives, 

they would leave 
makes no difference 
they would stay 

JOURNAL OF PSYCHOLOGY 

TABLE 2 ( continued) 

Nonreligious 
(N 188) 

(N 170) 
1.2 

22.9 
75.9 

(N 167) 

8.4 
47.9 
43.7 

* Chi square significant differences = .02. 
** Chi square significant differences = .001. 

Percentages 
Religiously oriented 

(N 255) 

(N 232) 
1.3 

22.0 
76.7 

(N 226) 

6.2 
42.9 
50.9 

tlement (kibbutz or moshav) will stay. There was general agreement that 
Americans fluent in Hebrew will stay. 

When considering seven possible reasons for Americans leaving Israel, re
ligiously oriented felt more strongly than did nonreligious that family con
cerns cause emigration, 72.3 percent compared to 53 .8 percent ( chi square 
difference significant at the .001 level). There was a general consensus that 
the number one reason for leaving Israel relates to lack of job opportunities, 
followed by concern relating to inadequate housing and high cost of living. 
These American subjects included only 14.0 percent who plan to return to 
America; another 33.6 percent would not return, while 52.4 percent have 
no plans. 

D. DISCUSSION 

American immigrants in Israel expressed increasing concern about the fu
ture of the Jew in America, and greater confidence about the position of the 
American in Israel. The quantitative increase in both areas reflected the re
duction of dissonance among Americans who choose to remain in Israel ( 5). 

Nonreligious were not as J ewishly oriented or as concerned about assimila
tion while in America ( 2). Nonreligious in Israel were as troubled about as
similation of Jews in America as the religiously oriented. However, religiously 
oriented have become more alarmed than the nonreligious about anti-Semitism 
and church-state relations in America. Though religious Americans were also 
more hopeful about relations between Jews in America and world Jewry, they 
expressed more concern about Jewish life in America, and more confidence 
about the position of the American in Israel. This feeling was reflected in 
their more intensive desire to have their children live, study, and marry in 
Israel. 
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Group differences in knowledge of Hebrew were not reflected as a group 

difference in feeling of ease ( 3). However, there was general agreement that 

speaking Hebrew helps Americans become integrated and stay in Israel. For 

the religiously oriented, more self-assured about their Jewishness, the pro
cess of integration was speeded up by what a person brings to his homeland 

( friends and relatives, cash). The nonreligious felt more keenly than the re
ligious that integration, even in Israel, is more of a process of assimilating 

[marry a sabra (native Israeli), join a kibbutz (collective settlement) ].4 
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