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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

VIA FAX/ 1 Page 

PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

December 17 , 1991 
10 Tevet 5752 

TO: Rabbi Joseph Wernick , Chairman 
Association for Demographic Policy of the Jewish 
People 

cc: Leah Cohen; Rabbi David Forman; Rabbi Eric Yoffie 

From: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

It will not be possible for me to participate in the 
February 11-13 meeting of the Association. I am , however , 
interested in the work you are doing and would like to 
request that a representative of the UAHC be invited to 
attend. 

Please contact Rabbi David Forman of our Israel office, 16 
Shmuel Hanagid street, Jerusalem, phone: 2-24-6195. He 
will not only represent the UAHC, but ARZA as well. I have 
shared the initial data with him and ask that you keep him 
informed of meeting plans. 

We will be interested in the Association's work and progress 
and look forward to a report of the February meeting. 

All good wishes. 
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DEC 17 '91 10:45 UAHC - NFTY JERUSALEM OFFICE* 

Youth Programs in Israel 
Shmuel Hanagid 16 
Jerusalem 94592 
Tel: 02-24619S 

From: 

To: 

Rabbi David Forman 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

RICOHFAX 2 241295 P.1 

,N114J :l i ,, 
16 , ,1,n 

December 16, 1991 
10 Tevet 5752 

9 S 
02-2 5 ·'" 

Thank you for sugiestini that I represent the UAHC and ARZ at the international Conference on World Jewish Population . I will be pleased to do so. 
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\ · ' ~ ' /2&1 Y'\,~ ~~•ruaalem, Dac::amber 8, 1991 

Rabbbi Aiexander M. Schindler ~ 
Pres1dent, Union of American Hebrew Congregation 

New York 
Fax Ne. 212 • 5~0895 
9.: .. § .~-~ .. :. 

JEWISH DEMOGRAPHIC POLICY -
SECOND .. INTERNATIONAL .. MEETING 

Dear Rabbi Schindler , 

The ~~rst interna~ional Conference on WorI~ Jewish Population, 

hel d 1n Jerusa l em in Decemoer 1987 , reviewed the current situation and 

trends of Jewish populat i on as Heil as required demographic policies, 

an~ a~ a 00n$equenoe passed saveral rasolution& affecting research and 

po l icy . which wer~ also endorsed by the 31at World Zionist Congress. 

Those ~e~o l utions mainly established the series of demographic 

surveys of Worid Je~1sh Populations, (oonduoted from 1990 onward),as a 

basis for th~ formulation of Jewish population policies , but they were 

also concArned with ~aw1sh educational prooQsses that should be 

init i ated in order to inculcate and facilitate ability to place recent 

demo9raphic changes in adequate perspaotive, as part of the attempts 

to formulate affective community policies. 

In follow up of those reaolution■, an international, unifiad 

independent forum , formed consequently to represent the ent1ra Jewish 

~eop!e in addressing ita current and future demographic issues 

world-wide. , is takinq now the initiative to call for a Second 

Internationa.l Meeting to diacuaa Jewish demographic policie• as an 

act1va en~yme in community organization procea11e11 .. and the planning of 

services. 

Tha M~ating 1s scheduled to taka place from Tuesday evening, 

Fe6ruary 11, t h1 ·ough Thursday, Fabru~ry 13, 1992 , in Jerusalem. 

It i9 pl&nned as a closed meeting of some 60 people from the 

D1aspo~a . wit h some 20 co l le~gues from Israel , an opportunity of 

encounter for Jewish Community Leaders (of World and national 

organ J za t ion~ ; . senior Community profass1onala and servicea ' planners . 

and Academic s e ho l ars ( demographe~s sociologists and educatcrm), with 

approach to the prac t ical ~nd pragmatic aspect$ of the long and 

short range p l anning processes of community work. 

The d1eouas1cn~ wi l ) focus on the following: 

• Upda t ing and evaluation of the curr~nt demographic situation 

of Worlct Jewr y in l lght of Data and findings emerging from; 

a ) The 1990 nat!on~l survey in the u.s. 

b ) The recent survaye in I ■ ra■ l. 

0:2-105501 ,705580 , t:""195 :0 1J1~'7o • e1019 11i7 1n 0 1•)w1, 1 3 .on iin 11 111:. p. n 11i7 
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c) other surveys still undergoing in other communities around 
the world 

d) Trend~ of massive Jewish Emmigration from the USSR and 
Eastern Euro~ean Countries and their implications on 
policy making processes and priorities. 

* Pragmatic study of the educational projections of the need to 
systematicaly increase awareness and facilitate skills of 
professionals and field worker• to effectively utilize Socio
Demographic Data and research within the actual community 
serviees. 

Formulation of conclusions as policy guidelines and as 
reccommendations for indicated general plan of 
adaptable to local needs and •~ecifications. 

actions, 

The opportunity of the Meetin9 in February will be uaed also to 
enhance the formation of an International Advisory Council of the 
Assooiation, comprised of major Jewish organizations and leaders from 
all over the world, 

Following this initial letter of introduction, Me.Leah Cohen, 
director of the Meeting's steerinq committee, will soon form direct 
contact with you (by telephone and Fax) to clarify and certify your 
Organiz&gion's imvclvement and participation. 

We look forward to this Meeting with anticipation of fruitful 
joint work and cooperation for the good of the entire Jewish People. 

[ ¥ours . ~incerely, . 
~ • ' r J :,1 . 

., '· , .., 1 ; ,- ~ .- • • 

.,/ ,~6..-~1/1 1' , ., .,/' _' ' ' , , ( I • • ,,. •'I,• · • •' ' , ,. ,, , 

t.,,Rabbi Joseph Warnik 
Chairman of the ~sso~i~tion for 

Demographic Policy of the Jewish People 

cc. Members of the steering committae: 
Lea Cohen - Director of the Section for Zionist studies and 

World ~ewish Demography in the WZO Organization Dept. 

Dr. Baruch Levy - Director of the Association for Demographic 
Policy of the Jewish People 

Rami Kornbl~m - Director General, WZO Organization Dept. 

Prof. Sergio OellaPergola - Head of the Division of Jewish 
Demography and statistics at tha Institute of Contemporary 
Jewry of the Hebrew Oniversity 

Yehuda Dominitz Director of Israel Offioe - U.J.A. Federation 
New York.Executive member of th• Association for Demographic 
Policy of the JeWi$h People, 
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VIA FAX/3 pages 

December 16, 1991 
9 Tevet 5752 

From: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

To: Rabbi David Forman 

I plan to submit your name as a representative to this 
Association, for the UAHC and ARZA. Are you able to attend 
the February meetings? Please advise before I contact 
Wernik with your name. 

Fond regards. 



Eric: 

Please review and advise ... who should attend this meeting in 
Israel a lay person or member of the staff? Thanks. 

Edie 

~ !sj~~ ~~ IJ~.~ J<rv~ ~l'lj~~ 
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Eric: 

Please review and advise ... who should attend this meeting in 
Israel a lay person or member of the staff? Thanks. 

Edie 
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. / J'HE AS~~~ DEMOGRAPHIC POLICY 

J?P:;~~:EY\~:~.~l:~.ED•e•mbar 8,1991 
R~bbb i A1exande r M. Sc hind l er ~ 
Pr e s i den t , Union o f Amer i ~an Hebrew Congregation 
Ne w York 
Fa x No. 212 - 5~0895 
r;,1 ! ?.• ~ . 

JEW I SH DEMOGRAPHIC POLICl -
SECOND ... INTERNATIONAL __ MEETING 

Dear Rabbi Sc h ind l e r . 

The f1 r s t 111t ern a ~ i o n a l Confe r e n c e on Wor l d Jew i s h Pop~ t~ on, 
n e ld ln J e r u~a l em 1n Deo e rnbe~ 1 98 7 , rev i ewed the current s t t u a ~ d 
t r end~ of J ew i s h popu l ~t , on as well as required demograph ic ~oli 1es , 
a~~ a s a o on5eque nc & p ass e d severa l r•sol ution a affecting r e s e ~oh a nd 
po licy . which were al s o e nd o rsed by the 31et World Zionist Congress. 

Those r e~o l u t ione ma i nly estab l ished the series of demograpni c 
s u rveys of Wo r ld Je~1sh Popu l at i ons , (oonduoted from 1990 onwa r d ),as a 
bas i s f o r the f o rmu l a t ion of Jewish population policies , but t h y we r e 
also ooncArned wi t h Jaw 1s h educat i onal proosssaa that shoul d be 
i n it i ated i n order to inc u l cate and fac i lit~t• ability to pl a c e reo n t 
demogr aphic changes in adequate perspec t ive, ae part of the a ttempts 
to form~ l at.e affect i ve commun i ty po li cies. 

In fol l o~ up of those resolutions, an internationa l , un i fi ad 
i ndependen t fori1m, formed consequently to represent th• ent ire J e wi s h 
Pe ople in addr•ss i ng i ts current and future demographic issues 
wor l d-wide. , is taking now the init i ative to call for a Se c o nd 
I nternationa l Meeting to diaouaa Jewish demographic policies as an 
act 1 va en~yme i n commun i ty orqanizat i nn procea■e11 .. and the pl a n r, i n g o f 
services. 

Tha Meet i ng 1s schedu l ed to take pl~ce from Tuesday eve ni ng , 
Fe~n.4al" 'f 1 'i , t l''ll' o u g h Thurs d ay , Febr·ue.ry 13 , 1992 , il"l Jen,is a i em. 

It is planned as a oloeed mee t ing of aome 60 peop le f r o m t he 
Dia ~o r ~ , wit h s ome 20 c ol leagues f rom Is r ael , a n oppor tun i t y of 
e n o ~n te r for J ew iAh Commun i ty Leaders ( o f Worl d and na t i onal 
or~ ~n 1za tion~ ) . se n 1cr Community profeS$ l Onal ■ and s ervices ' p' n ners , 
an d Academic s cho l ar$ {demographera soc i o log iets and educ a t o r ), with 
~pproach tc t he p r ~ot i c al and pragmati c a s pe c t s of the long and 
short range p l ann ing proces$•S of c ommun it y wo rk . 

The d1 &0 uae 1cn~ wi ~l focus on the fol l owing : 

• Upda t ing a nd evaluat i on of the curr~nt demog raphic sit u a tion 
of Wor la J ew r y in l i ght of Data and,findings emerging f r om ; 

a ) The 199 0 n a tion ~1 survey in the U.S. 

b ) T~ ~ recent survaye in I ■ rael. 

0 2 0 55 81 , 70 5 580 , F" "10s :0 1J1~'7o • 01010 ilj7 1n c 1"J~n• 3 .or.> 11n p'llA p. n 11j7 
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c) Other surveys still undergoing in other communities arouhd 

the world 

d ) Trends of massive Jew i sh Emrnigration from the USSR and 

Eastern European Countr i ~s and their implications on 

policy making processes and priorities, 

* Pragmatie study of the educational projections of the need to 

sys t ematicaly inc r ease awareness and facilitate ski lls o f 

professionals a nd field workers to effectively util i z e Socio 

Demographic Data and research within the actual community 

serviees. 

Formulation of conclusions as policy guidelines and a s 

reccommend ations for indicated general plan of 

adaptable to local needs and specifications. 

act10.s , 

Th e opportun i ty of the Meeting in February will be used a l•o to 

enhanc e the formation of an International Advisory Counci l o ! the 

Asso c iation , comprised of major Jewish organizations and leaders f r o m 

a l l over the world. 

Fo ll owing this initial letter of introduction, Ms.Leah Cohen, 

d ir e c to r of t h ~ Meating 1 s steerinq committee, will soon f orm d i r e c t 

c on t act with you (by telephone and Fax) to clarify and certify your 

Organizagion 1 s imvolvement and participatio~. 

We look forward to this Meeting with anticipation o f fr uitful 

jo i nt work and cooperation for the good of the entire Jewi s h Pe ople. 

(, ¥ours;, ,ip~1erely, . 
'j ' "'I ' , .,, ' / •• • / I •<i,J..w ·11 ;•-. ..... /· : - .:( . , ... .. ,. .. .. : • .... , 

t,/Rabbi Joseph Warnik 

Chairman of the Assodi~tion f o r 

Demographic Policy of the Jewish Peop l e 

cc . Members of the steering committee: 

Lea Cohen - Oireator of the Se~tion for Zionist studies and 

World Jewish Demography in th• WZO Organization Dept. 

Dr. Baruch Levy - Director of the Association for Demogr a ph i c 

Policy o f t he Jewish People 

Rami Kornb l um - Direc r Gener&l, WZO Organization Dept . 

Prof . Sergio OellaPergola - Head of the Division of J e wish 

Demography and Statistics at the In,titute of Contempo rary 

Jewry of the Hebrew Oniver■ ity 

Ye. Dom initz Director of Israel Offioe - O.J.A. Fe deration 

N w i r k,Executive member of the Asso~iation for Demographic 

Policy of the Jewish People. 
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THE EXECUTIVE OF 

February {'? 
OFFICE OF THE TREASURER 

JERUSALEM 

,:lTlM n::iw, 
c,,w,,, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, . 
President, Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
838 Fifth Avenue, 
New York. N.Y. 1002r .. 
U. S. A. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler : 

Re: Dr. Naomi Nevo 

In reply to your letter of January 13th to Mr. Dulzin and to me I 
am quoting my recent telex to Bernice Tannenbaum, Sylvia Hassen
feld and Rabbi Kroloff in the same connection, as follows: 

" I have received your telex regarding Dr. Nev o. 

1. I have proposed more than a year ago to our employees and 
their pnion to review and change o~r Pension and Retirement 
Agreement. 

2. One of the changes we propose is in the retirement age for 
women. At the time women's retirement at sixty was looked 
upon as an extraordinary, important achievement. 

3. Only now have employees and Union agreed to start negotiations .. 
Naturally retirement age is only one of many other changes 
necessary., 

4. We already provided years ago for exemptions on condition 
that departments and retirees asked for continuation of 
service and such continuation in interest of programs. etc. 

5. Rural Settlement Department did not request continuation of 
service for Nevo and with her retirement her position is 
to be abolished. 

6 0 Notwithstanding, we prolonged her service for another year 
ending now. 

7. In line with. JAFI Executive decision we voluntarily accepted 
government decision on three percent cut in public service 
personnel and carried out thesEi cuts amongst others, 
including early retirements. 

\ 

/ 0 0 2: 
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Page 2. February 2, 1986 

President, Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

11 8. Therefore there is no relation between N evo' s campaign 
and the decisions for our personnel department. 11 

l trust that the foregoing is satisfactory to you, setting out as it 
does our efforts in this matter. 

With warmest good wishes, 

cc: Mr. A. L. Dulzin, 
Chairman 

Sincerely youri ., 

/( -1 
~~~~ _ Lewinsk/, 

Treasurer 

• 



Mr. Arleh Oulzln 
Hr. Aklva Levinsky 

_ Ibo Jewish Ag ncy 
- P.O. Box 92 

Jeru alem, ISRAEL 

D rAArl h & Aklva: 
A 

January 13, 1986 
3 Sh vat 5746 

On Julys. 1984 I wrote to Or. N cml Neve and •~ared with you my lett r 
of support for hr ffort to egange th rules nd regulations concerning 
retlr nt and pension arr n nts for women ploy es of T Jewish 
Ag ncy. I find It hard to b ll•ve that women ar m ndated tor tlr at 
g 60 while male employe s may r ln In an emp1yment situation until 

age 65, Thi Is an arr ngement which In this day nd ag I lnrnore1 and 
an cronf tlc. 

I know th t Dr. vo took hr ease galnst the Agency to court and while 
th decision t galnst hr, the Judg· did r corm, nd that ther be n 
I dlat re-negotiation of th agre nt In order to corr ct thl wrong
ful dlscrl Jnatlon against f la employees of the Ag ncy. 

It woulds to th t th Ag ncy lght hav the understanding and sensi-
tivity to rmlt Dr. Nevo to contlnu her work at th Agency. It Is my fond 
ho the r -n ot1 tlons will bring the Jewish Ag cy Into a r r all tie 
nd nllghteded pproech to retlr nt and provide for ~qualfty tw n fts 

m I and• le ploy sand th ndated ageeof r tlrement. Ink ping 
with the spirit of th law nd the fact th t there Is a ri•negotlatfon. I 
would urg th t Dr. N vo r In s an · ploy e of the Ag,ncy nd th t she 
r p th ben flt of ny chang In policy which may resu1,t from the discussions 
to take place on this erJtlcal sp of employer/ ployee relations. 

With warm good wt he, f 

BCC: Alice Shalvi 

Slneer 1y, 

Al nd r N. Sc~lndler 
\ 



,January 6, 1986 

Rabbi A exande~ M. Schindler 
!n1on of ~merican Hetrew Congregations 

838 Fift" ~venue 
~ew York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Sch1~dler, 

• 

I am writing to you with reference tc, the J2t ish Agenc/s. discrimi"'la:or·y ;racti-:e 
o~ foftcible retirement of women employees at the age o~ 60. 

As You Know, Dr. ~aomt Neuo recently lost her case against the Agency. The 
Judgement was based on the fact that the current worK agreement stipulates that 
women ret·re at the age of 60, while men co~ti"\ue to work ~ntil the age of ~S. 
However, the judge recomme~ded immediate re-negotiation of t~e agreeme~t with a 
tJiew of putting .:;,.n end to scch discrirnir.~.tion :;,.gainst ~-JOmen. 

We ave been infor~ed that the Agency's Executive has indeed accepted the court's 
reccm~enda~ion, that negotiaticns are about to tegin and that t~e Worker's 
Association intends to demand par,ty between the sexes on this issue. 

H:wever, the cate for opening negotiations has been se~ for January 9 and Dr. Neve 
has been informed that her forcible re~irement is to go into effect on ~anuary 31, 
1986. 

~ o an y c.n e w, o v a 1 u e s j u s t i c e an d e q u a 1 i t y i ~ i s I n c on c e i v ab 1 e tt- a t t h e u e r y w orr: a 
who ha.:: single handed]/ fought for a principle 1,~h1ch is no: genera.lb' acceotec: e"ld 
pra.ctised 1n a11 enlightened societies should be pena.lrzed for bureaucr-atic 
rea.son: .. 

_ur r-eqr.!est that Dr. Nevo be permitted to contin•e as an Agency ernplo>1ee Uiti' t e 
completion of t~e re-negotiation of the work ag~eement was met by the contentio~ 
that nct1ce was seftJed a Year age and that since Judgement had go e against her, 
t~at rotice would rs~ go into effect as originally •ntendec. 

We a-e appealing to yoL to intervene witho~t de~aY in order to urge the Agency's 
Executive - primarily Messrs. Dulzin and Le~1nsKy - to retract the retirement 
no•ice and to act 1n accordance with the spirit of the cou"ts' dec:sion, ather 
than according to the stric~ Jetter of t~e law. We are taking the 1 iterty of 
appendi:--: :he suggested text -ior a cable whic .. j '1Je urge you di:.pa.tch 1.<1• .. how~ ~ur-. ;,~ 
dela.y. 



We are certa in you will do everyth in g possible to ensure that the Jewi sh Agenc y 
Keep in step with current enl ightened practices of parity in a ll aspects of 
employment and that, as the major organization of world Jewry, it practice the 
age-ol d principle of "Justice, Just ice shalt thou pursue." 

Your s s inc erely, 

~·~ ~ 
A~ i-ce Shalv i 
Cha ir, Israel Women ' s Network 

Suggested cab l e: 

Cable address - Jeragency, Jerusalem. 

Suggested cab l e to be sent to Dulzin and Le vin sk y Jew ish Agency, Jerusalem by eac h 
membe r of the Board of Governors. 

"I supp or t Dr. Naomi Neva's campaign for changing the compulsory age of ret ir· ement 
for women. It i s inconceivab l e that the woman who ini tiated and bore the br un t of 
the campaign should be vi ct imi zed. Now that the Jew is h Agenc y i s open ing 
negotiations with i ts Workers ' Association on the issue, accord in g to the Court' s 
r ecommendat ions, Dr. Nevo must cont in ue to be emp loyed unt il the conclusion of the 
negot iat ions. The results of these negotiations shou l d then appl y to her." 

Signature 

• 



Dr. Naomi Nevo 
44, Nordau Street 
Herzl ia, Israel 

Dear Dr. Nevo: 

July 5, 1984 

Thank you for your letter of June 14. The Information tn regard to 
the lack of parity for women employees of The Jewish Agency distressed 
me greatly. I thank you for calling the inequity to my attention; 
was not aware of the situation. Please know that I am In absolute 
agreement with you on this matter. It is inconceivable to me that 
the Agency has not corrected a great wrong in terms of its female 
employees. I write to express rrry support for your efforts to change 
the rules and regulations concerning pension arrangements for women 
employees. 

While you were advised that the disparity came about vta a negotiated 
labor agreement and is thus legally valid, I cannot fathom that a labor 
agreement which dates back to 1966 cannot be updated In order to correct 
inequities. The arrangement may be legally valid but it certainly does 
not represent a moral validity. The present rules and regulations are 
anacronistic and immoral. Thts wrong must be made rJght! 

Please know that I stand wtth you and you can count on rrry support In your 
quest for equity. If you feel it will be of help, you may certainly use 
this letter in any way you see fit. 

All the best. 

cc: Mr. Arieh Dolzin 
Mr. Akiva Levinsky 
Professor Ra'anan Weitz 
Mr. Matltyahu Drobles 
Mr. Yehoram Hel 
Mr. Vona Bezaleli 
Mr. Chain Fadlon 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 







Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 
U.S.A. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

Dr. Naomi Nevo 
44; Nordau St. 
Herzlia 
Israel 
Tel. : 052-72437 

June 14, 1984 

As a member of the Jewish Agency's Board of Governors you are surely 
aware that the Agency numbers many women among its employees. What may have 
escaped your attention, however, is the fact that some of the rules and 
regulations governing their employment are sadly out-dated and I am, therefore, 
approaching you with a request for your intervention concerning one of these 
grosser anachronisms. 

In the Jewish Agency for Israel the pensionable age for women is 60 while 
for men it is 65. The State of Israel recognizes the principle of gender 
equality and all Government employees (including those in local Government) are 
pensionable at the age of 65, men and women alike. The widely ramified Jewish 
Agency networks reach out to Government departments and in some instances they 
even function in a joint framework. The visibility of the principle and practice 
of equal treatment found in Government departments points up the inequality 
found in the Jewish Agency. 

Pensioning off a woman at the age of 60 despite her protest is flagrant 
discrimination. Depriving her of the 5 years work allowed to her male colleague 
means not only the loss of 5 years actual salary but also the loss of accrued 
pension rights in a situation where every year's work accounts for 2%. In 
addition to the economic injustice there are also the social, psychological and 
professional connotations to consider in a society where women live longer than 
men. 

The principle of gender parity has become well established in the Western 
world and the last decade has seen significant progress towards its 
implementation. Considering that the Jewish Agency receives the bulk of its 
resources and support from the Jews of the free world it seems utterly 
incongruous that it should lag behind in this respect. 

On March 4th 1984 I wrote to Mr. Arieh Dolzin requesting him to act in 
this / matter. I enclose a copy of my letter to him the contents of which are 
subsiantively the argument I have presented to you. 



, 

- 2 -

Mr. Yehoram Hel, the Director General of the Jewish Agency's Organization 
Department replied for Mr. Dolzin on April 2nd 1984 and I enclose a copy. His 
letter states the formal facts of the situation which are that the disparity is 
according to a negotiated labour agre7ment and is, therefore, legally valid. Mr. 
Hel, however, permits himself to remark that inequality is a relative perception 
and this agreement (Mr. Hel omits to mention its original date- .1966) was "then 
considered to be a social achievement of the first order". 

This cannot be treated seriously in 1984 and Mr. Hel' s perception of 
equality as "relative" is equally irrelevant. Any arrangement which legally 
permits a man to refuse retirement at the age of 60 while a woman of the same 
age may be legally retired is patent inequality in absolute, and not relative, 
terms. 

I would urge you to use your influence as a Governor to rectify this 
anomaly by initiating a change in the Agency's pension regulations. The Jewish 
agency cannot morally hide behind an anachronistic labour agreement in order to 
justify a discriminatory practice. 

Enclos.: 
(Photocopies) 
1. Letter to Mr. Dolzin from 

Nevo 4.3.1984. 
2. Letter to Nevo 

from Mr. Hel 2.4.84. 

Copies: 
Mr. Arieh Dolzin 
Mr. Akiva Levinsky 
Professor Ra'anan Weitz 
Mr. Matityahu Drobles 
Mr. Yehoram Hel 
Mr. Yona Bezaleli 
Mr. Chain F adlon 

Yours sincerely, 

~N&£ 
Dr. Naomi Nevo 

Social Anthropologist 
Rural Settlement Department 
The Jewish Agency for Israel 
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Mr. Isadore Hamlin 
wzo 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Iz: 

October 30, 1984 

As soon as I received the copy of the invitation to Senator Kennedy 
I llmunediately placed a call to him. Unfortunately, he will be out 
of the country for some two weeks, spanning December 10. He re
grets his inability to accept the invitation. 

With wannest regards, I am 

Sincerely. 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Mrs. Bernice Tanenbaum 



( WORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 
American Section, Inc. 

October 24, 1984 
M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

FROM: Isadore Hamlin 

SUBJECT: Pension Plan Report 

Attached please find an audit report of the Jewish Agency 
Pension Plan by Laventhol and Horwath for the year endin~ 
March 31, 1983-84. 

Please return the report after you have finished examining it. 
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WORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 
American Section, Inc. 

S15 PAR K AVENUE, NEW YORK , N. Y. 100 22 

The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
The United States Senate 
Russell Senate Office Building 
Room 109 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Senator Kennedy~ 

October 24, 1984 

Cable Address : JEVAGENCY 

Nine years ago, on November 10, 1975, the United Nations 
passed the infamous resolution equating Zionism with racism. 

This resolution has had deleterious effects on Israel•s status 
in the world and has had a direct bearing on anti-Semitic 
manifestations in various parts of the world. 

We of the World Zionist Organization are planning a number of 
seminars in the world capitals with the participation of 
outstanding political figures to evaluate the effects of 
the resolution in their areas, and to design educational and 
informational programs to be carried out dur i ng the 10th 
year of the resolution to munteract its nega tive effects. 

In the United States the World Zionist Organization-American 
Section, as well as B'nai B'rith International and the World 
Jewish Congress have chosen the auspicious occasion of 
Human Rights Day, Monday, December 10, 1984 to co-sponsor 
a one day national symposium in Washington, D.C. 

The conference will take place in the diplomatic conference 
room of the State Department and will be hosted by Assistant 
Secretary of State for Humanitarian Affairs, Elliott Abrams. 

Several outstanding figures of the current Administration 
such as Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick and Secretary of State 
George Shultz,and from the academic and religious world 
Father Theodore Hesburgh of Notre Dame University have been 
invited to take part. We would be honored to have you 
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participate in our symposium by addressing an expected audience 
of more than 300 top leaders of the community, United States 
government officials, academic personnel and church dignitaries, etc. 

There will be three sessions, the first beginning at 10 A.M.; 
luncheon and a final session lasting until about 5 P.M. 

We would think in terms of approximately twenty minutes for your 
address at the morning session. 

We would be grateful for your earliest positive response to this 
invitation. 

BST:ma 
c/c: Alexander Schindler 

Sincerely, 

--D~ 5, --r~ 
Bernice S. Tannenbaum, 
Chairman 



May 31, 1990 

Dear Louis, ~~ 

I attach a draft statement on the ;Joint Edtication Authority. It 
was prepared by Eric Yoffie for possible signature by all 
religious streams and to be presented and then supported by all 
of us at the forthcoming Vaad Hapoel session and the Agency 
Assembly and Board meetings. 

I know that you have reservations about the Authority in its 
entirelty, but I do believe that given its inevitablility, the 
enclosed principles reflect your views as well. 

Unfortunately, I have to be out of town the next several weeks, 
for our Board meetings in Seattle. Accordingly, I will ask Eric 
to follow up with you. Hopefully, we can gain common agreement. 

Be well, my friend. 

Alexander M. Schindler 

1 



We are sympathetic with the efforts of the WZO and Jewish Agency 
leadership to create a Joint Authority for Jewish-Zionist 
Education. We believe that this Authority, if properly 
structured, can eliminate duplication, enhance efficiency, and 
improve the quality of Jewish-Zionist education currently being 
offered through WZO-JAFI structures throughout the world. 

We also believe that the Authority's structure must be created 
with the utmost care so that the input of Diaspora Jewry ls 
assured, the role of the religious streams is recognized, 
efficiency is not compromised, and the Jewish and Zionist 
character of the education being delivered is guarRnteed. With 
these considerations in mind, we shall support only those 
proposals which meet the following criteria: 

1 . The Authority will have three departments: 

a. The Department of Orthodox religious education; 

b. The Department of non-Orthodox religious educationi 

c. The Department of Informal Education. 

2. Matters of personnel and human resources for the Authority 
will be handled by a coordinating committee consisting of 
representatives of the three departments noted above. 

~- The regions will devise th~lr own struct11res for relating to 
the authority, and within these structures, the religious s treams 
will be represented in a way which is commensurate with the 3ize 
of their student populations. • 

4. The Authority will be created only if there is a comm i tment 
to a yearly funding level that is equal to or greater than the 
amount now being expended by the JAFI and the WZO on Jewish 
education, including expenditures for the Joint Fund, the Pincus 
Fund, and the Jerusalem Fellows. The minimum yearly budget of 
the Authority will be $50 million. 

5. All educational programs of the JAFI and the WZO will be 
operated by the Authority. 

6. As previously agreed by both the JAFI ~nd the WZO, the WZO 
will be the operational arm of the Authority. 
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May 24, 1990 

TO: 

FM: 

AD HOC EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

SIMON SCHWARTZ, CHAIRMAN 

On May 23 several colleagues from our committee (Rabbi 
Joseph Sternstein, Rabbi Israel Miller, Amira Dotan, 
Zelig Chinitz, Karen Rubinstein) and I met with Bill 
Berman, President of the CJF and a member of the Joint 
Commission on Jewish Education, concerning a unified 
American approach for the implementation of a Joint 
Education Authority in the United States. 

It was a productive meeting, and I am pleased to 
report that our Zionist document, for the greatest 
part, has been accepted by Bi 11 Berman as a sound 
basis on which to undertake this effort in the United 
States. Moreover, we all felt quite proud that this 
step was taken and that the entire process has, in 
fact, been a rather positive and harmonious one . 

Attached is a copy of the document as it now stands. 
Of course, actual implementation will require further 
discussion. 

While the U.S. rll'"'l,...,,m.,,ri+- will not be a su.bject for 
public discussion at the Assembly this June, 
resolutions concerninq regionalization of the 
commission will be. I believe that a further step -

that of coming to agreement with our American 
partners regarding a resolution on regionalization -
- would be well-advised. 

To that end I attach a draft resolution for your 
consideration, which, with your approval, I would like 
to forward to appropriate American delegates to the 
Jewish Agency Assembly. 



Proposed Resolution 

Regional Participation -- Joint Education Authority 

WHEREAS, the 1989 Assembly encouraged the Diaspora to engage in 

ongoing deliberations and discussions concerning the desirable and 

appropriate (1) purposes, (2) methods, (3) content, and (4) 

criteria for Jewish-Zionist education programs, 

NOW THEREFORE IT IS 

RESOLVED, that the Joint Authority include the regional educational 

organizations involved in Jewish-Zionist education in planning, 

implementing and evaluating all Jewish -Zionist Education programs 

offered by the Joint Authority in that region, through a regional 

advisory council, composed of professional and lay educational 

leadership. 

LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Joint Authority, in 

cooperation with each region, shall establish regional off ices 

staffed with appropriate qualified educators, to coordinate all 

activity therein; and 

LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED, that the scope and manner of operation 

of the advisory council and office in each region be determined on 

the basis of consultation among and with representatives of the 

Zionist, community, and educational leadership in that region. 



DRAFT (May 24, 1990) 

A Plan for the Implementation In the United states 
of a Joint WZO/JAFI Education Authority 

Preamble 
Recognizing the importance of ensuring the availability of a 
quality Jewish-Zionist education to this and subsequent generations 
of Jews we hereby undertake to establish a framework in the United 
States for the provision of Jewish-Zionist educational services on 
behalf of the proposed Joint Authority in Jerusalem. The 
establishment of this framework serves to affirm our joint 
commitment to maintain current funding levels as the minimum level 
of support for Zionist educa tional endeavors in the Unite d Sta tes 
and, at the same time, to provide, at the highest level o f 
excellence, a more integrated educational system. 

We affirm that the basic values guiding this framework in the 
United States shall be the centrality of Israel, Zionist 
realization and aliyah, and the goals of Zionism and its ideology 
as integral components of educational activities; that the WZO 
shall be entrusted with the implementation of these programs; and 
that in the U.S. this framework shall recognize and function on 
the basis of the pluralistic reality of Jewish-Zionist life today. 

Goals 

With the establishment of the framework, we seek to create a full y 
integrated and coordinated educational system which will: 

a. create simple and effective means to make available the full 
range of Zionist educational programs, services and activities 
offered by the Joint Authority and the Jewish community; 

b. provide training, information, and methods of implementation 
relating to Zionist programs to educational personnel directly 
responsible for programming; 

c. ensure the continuous provision of knowledge, programs and 
activities to individuals throughout their lifetimes in an 
integrated manner, and be accessible to individuals in their home 
environments and social settings in their local communities; 

d. respond to the needs of all Jews at varying levels of 
affiliation, from the casually interested to the fully affiliated, 
with the expressed goal of bringing the former into the ranks of 
the latter in a thoughtful and professional manner; and 

e. recognize the need for both formal and informal educational 
programs at all age levels, and ensure coordination in the 
development and implementation of these two modes of education. 
In summation, our recognized and stated goal is to provide the 
highest-quality system of educational programs in order to achieve 
the values and character-formation of a Zionist Jew. 



Implementation 

To achieve these goals we propose the following principles and 
guidelines for the framework for planning and implementation of 
Zionist educational programs. 

1. The WZO in the United States (through the coordinated efforts 
of the AZF, WZO American-Section, AZYF, shlichim delegation) shall 
administer this framework from its headquarters on behalf of the 
Joint Authority and in cooperation with other Jewish educational 
organizations committed to Jewish-Zionist education. 

2. An Advisory Council shall be created, comprised of 
professionals and laypersons from the formal and informal 
educational community. This Council shall meet at least 3 times 
each year and shall be fully representative of the streams of 
Judaism and of the entities involved, as users and providers, in 
Zionist educational programming. 

The Advisory Council shall be appointed by a Regional Appointing 
Committee of laypersons and education professionals, constituted 
50% by WZO in the United States and 50% by UIA. 

3. The role of the Advisory Council is to assist in the planning 
and implementation of the Authority's programs in the United 
States, by providing input on program planning, monitoring program 
implementation, and evaluating program effectiveness. The Council 
will relate to the Authority in Jerusalem and its framework in the 
United States. 

A working committee derived from the Council shall meet on a 
regular basis. 

4. The Advisory Council shall have the opportunity to review and 
comment on all proposed Joint Authority program initiatives which 
will impact on North America and to suggest program initiatives. 

5. The 
Council's 
individual 
whose life 

Regional Appointing Committee shall also select the 
chairperson, who shall be a nationally-recognized 
with clear qualifications as an educator, and someone 
and accomplishments reflect Zionist values. 

6. Departments of the WZO shall be encouraged to work with as many 
agencies and institutions as possible, even beyond those 
represented in the Advisory Council. 

7. In order to ensure effective coordination among the bodies 
named in point 1 above as responsible for administering the 
programs of the Joint Authority in the United States, these bodies 
shall function as a single office for this· purpose. A director for 
this office shall be appointed with the approval of the Regional 
Appointing Committee named in point 2 above. This director shall 
be a senior level educator with long-term experience in America. 



8. As this system will be providing its services at the highest 
professional level, in an integrated manner, and on behalf of the 
Joint Authority in Jerusalem, it will be the sole address 
administering Zionist educational services, guidance, resources, 
and program assistance on behalf of the Joint Authority in the 
United States. 

9. The professional and lay leadership involved in Jewish-Zionist 
education should consider establishing programmatic outreach units 
in various Jewish and/or Zionist agencies and organizations. 
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