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145 EAST 32nd STREET • NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 • MU 3-9200 • CABLES: ZIONISTS, N.Y. 

In Israel : 
ZOA HOUSE 

1 DANIEL FRISCH ST. , TEL-AVIV 
CABLES, ZOAOUSE, TEL-AVIV 

New Address: Z0A HOUSE, 4 East 34th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016 
TelePhone: <212) 481-1500 

April 171 1974 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

We invite your attention to the enclosed telegram to Presi­
dent Katzir. 

I respectfully recommend that you consider formulating a 
position along similar lines and transmit it to him. I 
believe it would serve a useful purpose to arrange for a 
meeting for a discussion of common interests and if you 
agree please contact me so that a suitable date can be 
fixed. 

HLW: ld 

Encl. 

Cordially yours, 

Herman L. Weisman 
President 
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Mrs. Charlotte 3acobaon 

10022 

Dear Charlotte: 

It as good to note t 
that this pubU.cation 
hi ool an c 
fo 1 not at 1 
ut it in r li 
helpful tool for prog 
wee·-end treat i 
Th e is a Taachero Gu 
of enclosi g h re1it 
While it is basically 
this gazine for dis 
of s onse from d 1 
who read it with regu 
very gifted person, 

I'm also taki ~ ~ 1 bcrty 
I delivi red to the ll.\HC 
will find it to be of int r 

With warmest regards, I am 

February 27, 1975 

Sincerely, 

tent and 
~ 

copy of an a dross 
e, 1 74. I ope o 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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WORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 
American Section, Inc. 

515 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

February 24, 1975 

Cable Address : JEVAGENCY 

Only since my retrun from Israel have I had an opportunity 
to read the copy of KEEPING POSTED which you were good enough to 
send me. I was very much impressed with its content and my only 
question is whether it is not too sophisticated in style for high­
school students and youngsters of camp age. I would very much like 
to know how it is utilized. 

How about having lunch together one of these days? 

With cordial regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 
Mrs. Charlotte Jacobson 

C h a i r m a n 
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September 7, 1978 

Mr. Ivan Novick, President 
Zionist Organization of America 
4 East 34th Street 
New York, New York 10016 

Dar Mr. Novick: 

Mazal tov on your election to th pre idenoy of the 
ZOA. This is a tribute to your leadership nd devo­
tion to the ZOA and the support of Israel. I pray 
your administration will be a period of personal ful­
fillment and satisfaction for you and that the ZOA 
will grow from strength to greater str ngth under 
your dedicated leadership. 

With every good wish, I m 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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NIGHTLfilTER 

IV AN • :tiKJVI CK 
SOOREHAM HOTEL 
WASHING'TON, D.C • 

. September 6, 1978 

.ALL OF YOUR FRIENDS AT AF.ZA JOIN IN SENDING A HEARTY MAZEL1DV ON 

YOUR ELECTION AS PRESIDENT OF TI-IE ZOA. WE TAKE PRIDE IN THE KIDWLEDGE 

A REFORM JEW AGAIN OCCUPIES TI-IE TOP LEADERSHIP POSITION IN AMERICAS 

OLDEST ZIONIST ORGANIZATION, A TRADITION THAT INCLUDES STEPHEN S. WISE, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER AND MAX NUSSBAUM. MAY YOUR TENURE BE BLESSED WIIB 

MUCH SUCCESS AND RJLFILLMENT. 

RABBI ROLAND GITIELSOHN, CHAIRMAN 

RABBI IRA YOUDOVIN, EXECIJTIVE DIRECTOR 

cc: Rabbi Roland B. Gittelsohn 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Mr. Theodore Broido 
Rabbi Richard Address 
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Mr. Paul Flacks 
Zionist Org nization 
of America 
4 East 34th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

Dear Paul: 

Ju y 2, 197~ 

The reference fonn on C fm arded to~ office as 
there has been a complete C,- wish Aft al staff 
since the time when Mr. Frien ur opprat1on. 

While f do of course know Chai Frtend 
our staff, in all honesty I must a t t t I ooable to provide 
1nfonnation 1n terms of his prote s1onel ~tence. I was a regional 
director 1n our New England office 11:1 the d when he was o, staff 
and really have no means of measuring hi capability. As you know 
from his reference, it is quite some time since he served the UAHC. 

I regret I cannot provide any 1nformat1on and trust that you will be 
able to ascertain hfs capabilit1es from eq.,loyers with whom he was 
associated more recently. 

I also want to take this opportunity to express a hearty mazal tov to 
you on your new pos1t1on. I was delighted to note that you have been 
named National Executive Director of ZOA and wish you well in your 
new responsib11ities. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerity. 

Alexander M. Schindler 



L£ i o n i s t ® r g a n i z a t i o n of ffi m e r i c a 
JACOB and LIBBY GOODMAN ZOA HOUSE • 4 EAST 34th STREET • NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 • (212) 481-1500 

In Israel: 
ZOA HOUSE 

1 DANIEL FRISCH ST., TEL-AVIV 
CABLES: ZOAOUSE, TEL-AVIV 

The Reform Jewish Appeal 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Gentlemen: 

July 6, 1979 

CABLES: ZIONISTS, NEW YORK 
OFFICE OF THE 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

CONF\OENTIAL 

We are considering for employment an applicant who has given you as 
a reference. You will oblige this person and us as well, if you 
can take time to review the attached form. This will give us information 
which we require in order to evaluate this individual. 

The attached form is for your convenience, and we assure you that an 
early response will be highly appreciated by all concerned. 

Cordially, 

P~rAacks 
a ional Executive Director 

PF/meb 

attachment 



L .. Ability to relate with volunteer 
lay leaders. 

2. Professional competance. 

3. Application of professional 
skills. 

4. Qualities of personal 
leadership. 

5. Ability to obtain coopeFation 
from subordinates. 

6. Managerial & administrative 
skills. 

7. Work reliability & sense 
of commitment. 

8. Desire to achieve 

9. Attendance 

10. Imaginative & innovative 
concepts. 

11. Working relationship 
with colleagues. 

12. Personality & temperrnent 

13. Can accept authority 
& direction. 

14. Extent of success in his/her 
field. 

15. Would you recommend? 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 

VERY GOOD 

Positio 

GOOD 

---------------------------------------

(NOTE: All information will be kept in absolute & complete confidence. As a non-profit 
organization devoted to an ideological program, it is important that we have staff who 
are not only professionally qualified, but will be an asset to the image & purpose of 
our organization. We ask for your cooperation in this selection process. It will be 
very much appreciated. 

Signature Title --------------
Organization ___________________ _ 
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~•r . Pat• 1 F v c ~ s 
National Fxecutive Director 
Zionist Organization of America 
4 East 34 Street 
New York. '.Y. lOOlE 

Dear Paul: 

February 4, 1981 

In rispo~se to your letter of January 28. I did not attend 
the Agenda meeting about which Berger wrote. t did not 
authorize Berger to speak for me a~d I really don't know 
what the reference was in his article. It app~ars at variance 
with everything I beleev . 

He did call me about Agenda. I told him it might be inter­
esting for him to attend. but that I would not be attending. 
Period. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely. 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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t2 ionist @rganization of illmerica 
' 

JACOB and LIBBY GOODMAN ZOA HOUSE • 4 EAST 34th STREET • NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 • (212) 481-1500 

In lsr-ael: 
ZOA HOUSE 

1 DANIEL FRISCH ST .. TEL-AVIV 
CABLES, ZOAOUSE. TEL-AVIV 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
835 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

January 28, 1981 

CABLES: ZIONISTS, NEW YORK 
OFFICE OF THE 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

In an article in the Pittsburgh Post Gazette, Meyer Berger of Pittsburgh, 
had published an article, 11 A Differing Jewish View. 11 In this article, 
he included the following paragraph: · 
11 While the A~enda was coalescing, a statement by a group of international 
Jewish leaders, such as Rabbi Alexander Schindler and Joachim Prinz, who 
support the New Agenda, broke the ·1-we are One' barrier, and publicly attacked 
Begin's policies (as t he Israelis have long been doing) and the current 
debate is showing a strong consensus against his Government, both here 
and in Israel . 11 

I would like to confirm the reference made to you by Berger which implies 
that you have made a statement while the 11 Agenda 11 was meeting or, in 
fact, was he referring back a number of months ago when the issue originally 
surfaced? Further, I have not seen a public statement made by you in 
support of the New Agenda. If you have done so, I would appreciate receiving 
a copy. 

May I ask that you be good enough to give me this information at your earliest 
convenience. With an good wishes, 

Di rector 
PF:gc 
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21.9.82 

f,ESSLER I SFWJD N~~/ YORK SEP 21 1~2 

PLS:ASE TRANSi'-1 IT F0LL0\·1 I r·JG TO ~·'.S·13ERS· OF BOG, AND CTHS:R INVOLVED 

COLLEAGUES: 

STATEMENT BY MR .. ARYE L .. DULZI N, CHA I RMAN OF THE EXE.CUTI VE OF THE 

\·/ORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATION,TO MEETING.'OF ZIONIST EXECUTIVE,SEPTEMBER 

TWENTY-ONE, N I NETEEN EIGHTY-nvo. 

QUOTE,.! OPE;~ THIS MEETING OF THE ZIONIST EXECUTIVE VJITH PROFOUND 

PAIN IN MY HEART. 

A GREAT TRAGEDY HAS. OCCURRED IN BEi RUT. INNOCENT MEN, WOMEN AND CH I LDREN' : • 

CH I LDREN WERE KILLED IN COLD BLOOD IN A B.RUTAL ACT OF VENGEANCE 

CARR I ED OUT BY A GROUP- OF LEBANESE MURDERERS. ~vE ARE ·ALL SHOCKED. 

BY TH IS TRAGEDY .. INDEED.,. I CANNOT CONCEIVE THAT THERE IS ANY ONE IN.: 

ISRAEL AND AMONG THE JEW I SH· PEOPLE 1tJHO DOES.· NOT TOTALLY 

CONDEMN TH IS BRUTAL MASSACRE. 

' 
Ls:T US NOT ALLm•J OUR ENEMIES TO BESMIRCH AND BLAME ISRAEL FOR TH IS. 

TERR IBLE ACT • 

I AM CERTAIN THAT THERE ~JILL BE A THOROUGH AND IMPARTIAL INVESTIGA­

TION CONDUCTED IN A PUBLIC FORUM, AND THAT ISRAEL \'JILL BE ABSOLVED OF 

ANY AND ALL SUSPICION. LET US REMAIN CALM,AND NOT ALLOW OURSELVES 

TO BE DRA\vN INTO THE VI LI Fl CAT I ON NOW TAK I NG PLACE. LET. US TAKE 
' 

CARE TO AVOID HERE IN ISRAEL ANGER AND HATRED AMONG OURSELVES,AND 

EXPLOITATION OF THIS TRAGEDY TO SETTLE ACCOUNTS. 

IM THIS DIFFICULT TIME, WE ARE DUTY-BOUND, ALL OF US AND IN UNITY, 

TO SAFEGUARD THE GOOD NAME OF THE JE't✓ I SH PEOPLE AND THE STATE OF 
' 

ISRAEL,UNQU0TE. 

THANKS AND REGARDS, 

.- .... -



Mr. Milton s. Shapiro 
President, ZOA 
4 Wast 34th Street 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Milton: 

February 22, 1988 
4 Adar 5748 

By all means, add my name to the National Committee of 
Notables to Rescind the U.N. R.Ksolution Against Zionis~. 
I shall be pleased to be a part pf this group. 

With every good wish, Iaam 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

• 



February 16, 1988 
28 Shevat 5748 

Mr. Milton s. Shapiro, President 
Zionist Organization of America 
4 Enst 34th Street 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Mr. Shapiro: 

Rabbi sehindler is in Israel for the 

meetings of the Jewish A~ency Board of Governors. Your 

letter of February 8th will be brought to his attention 

on his return next week. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
assistant to the President 
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Pride in the Past 
Faith in the Future 

~lllTOl'\ S. SHAPIRO 
Presitlent 

JACQL1ES TORCZY'-ER 
l l<UUJl'(lr)' Pre.'iilh.inl 

JOSEPH J. HILLER 
(b11irmc111 . \ 'EC" 

JOSEPH E. BRDIE'­
BER'-ARD .\I. RIFKl!'i 
\'ice Chairmen. \'F:C 

LIBBY GOOD.\1 AN 
Hmwrarr l 'ice Cbuirnw11, 
\'EC -

FRANK HORNY 
Ho11oran• Associate 
Cbair11ui11 , SEC 

HON . ALFRED H. KLEIMAN 
Hmwrarr Chairman . 
. \ 'EC • 

ALLECK A. RESNICK 
Chairman, 
Administratfre Board 

SOL GOLDSTEIN 
ISAAC M. OBERMAN 
l'ice Chainnen, 
Administrative Board 

WILLIA:\! D. HESS 
Associate Chaimian , 
Administratfre Board 

!\'AN J. NO\'ICK 
Honorary Chairman, 
Administratiz,e Board 

HENRY H. SIL\'ER~1AN 
Honorarr 
Associatt! Chairman 
Administrali11e Board 

DR. ZALMAN M. SHAPIRO 
Treasurer 

JACK LEFKOWITZ 
Associate Treasurer 

HAROLD GREENWALD 
Cbaimian, 
Finance Committee 

W. JAMES SCHILLER 
Associate Cbairman 
Finance Committee 

PAUL FLACKS 
Secretary 
Executive Vice President 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 
JACOB AND LIBBY GOODMAN ZOA HOUSE 
4 EAST 34th STREET NEW YORK, NY 10016 212-481-1500 

NATIONAL CONVENTION IN ISRAEL 
JERUSALEM-JULY 3-7,1988 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congress 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

February 8, 1988 

The Zionist Organization of America has been deeply involved in countering the 
damaging effects on Israel and the Jewish people, of the U.N. resolution 
condemning Zionism. When the European Parliament recently declared that this 
1975 United Nations resolution was "unacceptable" and should be rescinded, 
their action set an example for all governments, institutions and individuals 
who honor truth. (Otto Van Habsburg's response to our letter of thanks is 
enclosed.) The truth is that U.N. Resolution 3379 is an ugly euphemism for 
declaring the Jewish homeland and the historic national aspirations of the 
Jewish people to be illegitimate. 

John Keats said it brilliantly: "Beauty is truth, and truth beauty ... " When we 
move from the world of aesthetics to the sphere of human and political events, 
truth becomes even more beautiful because it is so rare. 

But truth must be revealed, and therefore, we believe precise and concrete 
action must be taken at this time by all who believe that the lie enunciated by 
this U.N. resolution must be totally rejected. We, at ZOA, feel the time is 
ripe to engage important Americans in a campaign to commit themselves on this 
issue. 

We would be most grateful if you would agree to join a National Committee of 
Notables to Rescind the U.N. Resolution Against Zionism. 

Ve look forward to your response and ask that we hear from you soon. 

Respectfully yours, 

Milton S. Shapiro 
President 

------- MSS:hd 
Convention Co-Chairmen 
IVAN J. NOVICK 
ALLECK A. RESNICK 

Convention Vice Cbairmen 
HERSCHEL AUERBACH 
ISAAC M. OBERMAN 

• National Executit•e Committee 

enc. 



Decembe r 3rd , 1987 

My dear President Shapiro, 

It is with great pleasure that I just recei ved your kind and 
friendly letter of November 16th. 

It was for me a matter of simple justice to stand for the 
right of the Jewish people against the slander to which it 
has been submitted by the UN . I was ve r y happy that finally 
after many efforts we gained a great majority in favour of 
my resolution so that now our governments are in honour bound 
to vote for the elimination of this resolution. Unfortunately 
I am not certain that this YE3r we shall have a majority at 
the World Organization. This, nevertheless, should not prevent 
uns from acting until finally justice is reestablished. 

Wishing you in your work for the Jewish people every possible 
success, I am, dear President Shapiro, 

Yours\ sincerely, 

VON HABSBURG 



HAB81 ALEXANDEH M . SCIII NDLEH • UNION OF AMERICAN H EHl{EW CONGREGATIONS 
f'RF SIOf:NT 838 FIi-TH AV[NUF NEW YORK , N Y 1002 1 

July 26, 1989 
23 Tarnmuz 5749 

Mr. Milton S. Shapiro 
National President 
Zionist Organization of America 
Jacob and Libby Goodman ZOA House 
4 Eas~ 34th Street 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Milton: 

12121 249 0 100 

To begin with I suppose I ought to confess that if I had to 
play it over again, I wouldn't play it the same way. Mine 
was a reaction to a j ournalist's query and it was instinctive. 
Had I had more time or more information, I would not have an­
swered as I did. I guess I am entitled to a mistake, too. 
But having said all that, let me apprise you of some other 
facts and of the logic whi~h impelled my instinct. 

First of all, ~- asked our people immediately to check with 
AIPAC. They were assured by their contacts that AIPAC did 
not initiate this resolution, was inclined to favor it but 
was not actively driving it. 

Further, I am absolutely convinced that the present impasse 
in Israel can only be resolved politically and the only hope 
for such solution lies in the present initiative ~reposed by 
Shamir and the unity government. Granted that both the 
government and the peace intiative are exceedingly fragile, 
but as long as this is on the table it ought to be given every 
possibility of succeeding. Any interference from the outside, 
from any of those who are not major players, is an obstacle. 
This is why I opposed the ~ikud amendments, this is why I 
opposed, instinctively, the Helms arnmendment. 

Moreover, as this morning's news attest.:, Prime Minister Shamir 
has been meeting with representatives of the PLO. Hhy should 
we expect the American government to be ourer than is Israel's 
elected leade rship? I'm not talking about kooks from the left, 



Mr. Milton S. Shapiro 
National President 
Zionist Organization of America 

July 26, 1989 
Page 2 

nor am I even talking about Sharon, whose original platform, 
way back in 1977, was that we ought to be negotiating with 
the PLO, but I'm talking now about the duly elected Prime 
Minister of Israel. 

My statement could not have been interpreted as giving any 
credibility or endorsement to international terrorism. I 
have a copy of what I said and I denounced terrorism in that 
very statement in which I expressed my reservations concerning 
the Helms ammendment. 

Lastly, for your information, everything that I say is under 
the umbrella of the resolutions adopted by our constituency. 
Obviously, we don't speak for every Reform Jew; but we do for 
the preponderant majority. Our National Conventions are attend­
ed by some 4000 people, our resolutions are pre-circulated. 
In other words, we are just a little bit more democratic than 
most other organizations on the American JewisP- scene. 

With warm good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Mr. Alleck A. Resnick 
and 

Mr. Ivan J. Novick 
Past Presidents of the ZOA 



Zionist Organization of Jl.merica 

' 
Office of the President 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Executive Director 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

July 21, 1989 

The position taken by the Union of American Hebrew Congregations to oppose 
the Helms Amendment as indicated by your press release is one of the most 
discouraging actions taken by any American Jewish organization in recent 
times. In effect, opposition to the Helms Amendment encourages the Admin­
istration to continue negotiations with Arafat and the PLO. Is this your 
intention? If so, not only is this contrary to what we thought was an 
accepted consensus within the American Jewish community which, up to this 
point, supported Israel's position to reject the PLO and Arafat. 

In our view, we believe that the Reform Movement, representing over one 
million members, should not take a position of such magnitude and sensi­
tivity without obtaining a clear consensus which would be in the spirit 
of the democratic process consistent with our religious precepts. 
The Reform Movement has been most outspoken regarding its concerns about 
Israel's future and the democratic process within the Jewish State. Yet 
this very same democratic process appears not to have been followed in 
view of this decision. 

It is difficult for us to accept how a religious movement, especially that 
of the Reform persuasion, which has been so active in areas of human rights 
and world morality, can take an action which, in effect, gives credibility 
and endorsement to an international terrorist, and an organization ofter­
rorists which Yasir Arafat leads. Does this not serve to undermine the 
unity of the American Jewish community and the position of Israel at a 
crucial and sensitive moment? 

As dedicated members of the Reform Movement of long standing, we object 
to the position that has been taken and especially in view of the fact 
that we were not consulted. We therefore, regrettably, disassociate our­
selves from the statement. 

We are very concerned that the action that has been taken may prove to be 
of great disservice to the Reform Movement, the American Jewish community 
and the State of Israel. 

~~-R&~~ 
Past President 

Cordially yours, 

t • • \ A) ,..Jc. 
Ivan J. Novick 
Past President National President 

JACOB AND LIBBY GOODMAN ZOA HOUSE• 4 EAST 34th STREET• NEW YORK, NY 10016 • (212) 481-1500 



Rabbi Kenneth D. Roseman 

August 18, 1989 

Mr. Milton S. Shapiro 
President 
Zionist Organization of America 
4 East 34th Street 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Mr. Shapiro: 

I r e c e iv e d the " Z O A Act i o n ·Gui de 1 i n es " 
relative to the_Helms-Kerry Amendment. 
that I was · extraordinarily offended by 
press _release. 

as of July 21, 1989 
I want to tell you 

the tone of this 

Whether it is wise or unwise to oppose or support the Helms­
Kerry Amendment or its equivalent is a substantive issue on 
which Jews may differ. Your press release, however, excori­
ates Rabbi Alexander Schindler, the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations and the American Jewish Congress for having the 
"gall" and "temerity" to differ with you. I find this to be 
a significantly unJewish stance. 

What you have, in essence, expressed is the attitude that · 
sincere and authentic difference of opinion on a major issue 
must be compromised in the name of unity. I want to remind 
you that Hillel and Shammai 1differed ··virtually ::.. in ; every case 
and that the Talmud records vigorous and unresolved debates 
among the great rabbis of the post biblical era. Since what 
day in history did it become necessary for Jews who differ 
with each other to give ·up positions of conscience and to 
place their ethical and moral imperatives on a rung lower 
than the alleged value of unity. Is it not possible, at 
least theoretically, that you might be wrong and that the 
UAHC and American Jewish Congress might, in the long run, be 
holding a position that will more guarantee the success and 
the security of Israel than the one which you trumpet? 
Diversity, has throughout our history done more to preserve 
us than unity; variety has sustained Jews and Judaism far 
more effectively than coerced and artificial consensus 

Temple Shalom, 6930 Alpha Road, Dallas, Texas 75240 
214-661-1810 

1 



Mr. Milton S. Shapiro 
President 
Zionist Organization of America 

August 18, 1989 
Page 2 

• I 

I am further offended by the personal attack on Rabbi Schindler 
whose deep and committed action on behalf of World Jewry;, 
Israel and many causes is well-known. Rabbi Schindler can speak 
for and defend himself superbly, but as a rabbi in . the movement 
which he heads I resent the kind of national propaganda and the 
brµsh filled with tar with which you attempt to paint him and, 
by extension, all of us. I also want to note, simply for the 
record, th.at Rabbi Schindler is not "Executive Director" of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, but "President;" let us 
at least get the titles ~traight. 

You have the right to your opinion, which must be respected and 
honored as the legitimate voice of one perspective within the 
American Jewish community. At the same time, however, one would ~ 

hope that you would have the courtesy, decency and integrity, to 
accord the same respect to those who may happen to differ with 
you in this or any other instance. Your press release, riddled 
with vitriol and disrespect, betokens a doubt about your willing­
ness to accord respect to those who differ with you and, one 
might suspect, a weakness of your own position which cannot 
sustain criticism or difference without flailing out at those 
who express an alternative point of view. It is a sad commentary 
on your situation that you must do so, and one deeply to be 
regretted by all thoughtful Jews wherever they lfve. 

~;Ce,-· 

Kenneth D. Roseman, Rabbi 

v cc: Rabbi Alexander Schindler 



TEMPLE OF ISRAEL 
Rabbi James D. Cohn 

115 BUIST A VENUE • GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 29609 • (803) 233-2421 

August 17, 1989 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Just a note of support of the position taken by the UAHC on the 
Helms Amendment regarding talks with PLO representatives. 

I found the recent comments by the ZOA leadership about the need 
for Jewish "unity" in this matter to be useless. Unity is 
meaningless when it is achieved through the sacrifice of one's 
values. 

Keep up the good work. 

Cordially, 

ohn, Rabbi 

Copy: Milton Shapiro/ZOA 
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1551 CAMPUS DR 
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5132779727 MGMS TD6N DAYTON OH 182 08•14 09U4P EST 

RABBI ALEXANDER SCHINDLER 
AMERICAN HEBRtW CONGREGATION 
838 5 AVE 
NEW YORK NV 10021 

DEAR RABBI SCHINDLER, 

c_l 

IN REPLY TO YOUR LETTER OF AUGUST 2, I FlND YOUR EXPLANATION 
DECEPTIVE, lLLOGICA~, AND NOT CONSISTENT ~ITH THE FACTS, FOR EXA~PLE, 
AIPAC WAS NUT DRIVING THE HELMS RESOLUTION AS THERE WAS NO NEEO TO, 
SINCE 97 SENATORS WERl FOR IT 1 THIS ~AKES YT CLEAR THAT !TWAS NOT IN 
THE INTEREST OF THE U,S. TO MEET WITH PLO TERRORISTS BECAUSE OF THEIR 
INVOLVEMENT IN THE KILLING OF U,S, CITIZENS, IN YOUR EFFORT TO 
JUSTIFY DIALOGUE WITH THE PLO you SUGGEST THAT SHAMIR rs MEETING WITH 
THE SAME PEOPLE AS THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT, IT IS LUDICROUS TO 
SUGGEST THAT ISRAEL WOULD MEET WITH THE ORGANIZER OF THE MUN!CH 
MASSACRE, THOUGH you SAY YOU ARE HELPING THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT, WHeN 
YOU DIVIDE THE AMERICAN/JEWISH COMMUNJTY YOU ARE WEAKENING 
AMERICAN/JEWISH SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL, I THINK YOU SHOULD TAKE THE 
REFORM MOVEMENT OUT Of THE CAMP OF LEFT WING KOOKS AND REUNITE THE 
AMERILANIJEWISH COMMUNITY, 
SINCERELY VOURS, 

WOLFE W, MARCUS 
1551 CAMPUS DR 
DAYTON OH 45406 

21:tl3 EST 

MGMCOMP 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, Sl;E REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS , 
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Zionist Organization of Jl.merica 
Office of the President 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Executive Director 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

August 16, 1989 

Please excuse my delay in responding to your letter of July 23, 
1989. This was due to my many absences from the city. 

It is refreshing to see your frank admission that your response 
would have been different if you had more time. It is also signi­
ficant that you are aware of the possible misinterpretation of 
your position by the media and others. Whether your response was 
motivated by instinct or logic is not the issue. The sole issue 
is whether the Reform Movement should involve itself in a politi­
cal interplay between the U.S. Congress and the Executive Branch. 

The support of the peace initiatives of Israel's Unity Government 
in my view is no excuse for the Reform Movement to be portrayed 
as favoring communication with terrorists as a means to achieving 
peace. I hope that you will reflect on whether a Jewish religious 
stream should be involved in such a position. 

I was surprised to see that you would refer to a questionable re­
lease that Shamir had been meeting with the PLO. This report on 
the front page of the New York Times was followed by a news item 
in the bowels of the next day's Times that Shamir denied meeting 
with the PLO. He did confirm his meeting with certain Palestin­
ians some of whom,for various reasons, communicated the details 
to Tunis. 

This is a far cry from negotiating with the PLO. We should follow 
Israel's lead. If a democratic elected government of Israel desires 
to negotiate with the PLO, then it is their right to do so. It is 
our view that neither the United States Government nor any consti­
tuent Jewish organizations should undercut the position of the 
Israeli government and encourage negotiations with known terrorists. 

The press report that I saw indicated that you on behalf of yourself 
and VAHC opposed the Helms amendment and indicated your acceptance 
of doing business with known terrorists. Therefore, I urge you to 
reconsider this position and renounce any such inference. 

. .. I 2 

JACOB AND LIBBY GOODMAN ZOA HOUSE• 4 EAST 34th STREET• NEW YORK, NY 10016 • (212) 481-1500 



Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Page 2 
August 16, 1989 

As to the democratic aspects of the Union, I do not want toques­
tion your authority to speak for the Union but when it comes to a 
position which in effect means endorsement of discussions with the PLO and terrorists, you sh0'llld be buttressed by direct authority. 
I hope you will send me a copy of the resolution which you claim 
purports to authcrrize you to support such discussions and to en­
dorse continuance of a dialogue with known terrorists. 

Although I appreciate your desire to further the peace process, it is time for a firm stand with Israel against terrorists. 

Out of a deep respect for you and the movement, I submit it is a time to show our support and avoid strengthening the arguments of our cri­tics. I am hopeful that your fertile and creative mind will guide 
you to a position of support of the peace initiative without any dam­age to the Jewish State we both love. 

With kind regards and great appreciation for your efforts and your 
contribution for the betterment of the Reform Movement. 

Cordially yours, 

Mil~4!fapiro 
ir~sident 

MSS:fc 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER • UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK . NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

~r. James Schiller 
3114 Old Post Drive 
Baltimore, MD 21208 

Dear James: 

December 2, 1991 
25 Kislev 5752 

I was delighted to learn of your election to the 
Presidency of the Zionist Organization of America. I 
imagine that I will be running into you at our meetings. 
Please come up and say hello so that I will recognize you 
- although I am never very good at matching faces and 
names. That is one of my great weaknesses. 

In any event, I wish you well. 
Jewish life. 

With warm good wishes, I am 

We need strong leaders in 

Sincerely, 

Alexander~- Schindler 



RABBI ALEXANDER M . SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 638 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YOR K. NY 10021-7064 (212)249-01 00 

Rabbi Donald R. Berlin 
Temple Oheb Shalom 
7310 Park Heights Avenue 
Baltimore, MD 21208 

Dear Don: 

December 2, 
25 Kislev 

1991 
5752 

Thanks for letting me know that James Schiller is one of 
our own. Of course I will write him a note and wish him 
well . Thank you for prompting me to do so. 

I imagine that I will be seeing you next week, God 
willing, when I come to the Har Sinai anniversary. 

With warm good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Temple Oheb Shalom 
7310 Park Heights Ave. • Baltimore, Md. 21208 • 358-0105 

D ONALD R. B ERLI N 

Rabbi 

Nove.mbeJt, 1991 

Rabbi M...e.x Sc.lundteJt 
PJr.uide.nt, UAHC 
838 Fioth Ave.nu.e. 
Ne.w YoJr.k, New YoJr.k 10021 

I want to a1.Vtt you. to the. nac.t that Jim Sc.h,ili,eJt, a 
me.mbeJt on Ohe.b Sha1.om and a Pcut-TJr.u..6te.e., wcu ju..6t el.e.c.te.d 
cu National_ PJr.uide.nt on the. Ziowt 0Jr.ganization 06 AmeJtic.a. 
WWe. I know that we. in the. Re.6oJr.m Move.me.nt have. c.Vttain 
di66ic.u.i..:ti..u 6Jr.om time. to time. with the. ZOA, I thought that 
you. J.ihou.1.d know that he. wcu one. 06 "ou.M". Jim i-6 a veJty 
Jr.e.cuonable. man. I believe. that we. will be, able. to have. 
thi-6 e.ntfl.e.e. to him whe.theJt oJr. not he. i-6 alwayJ.i able. to 
agJr.e.e. with u..6 • 

I thought you. might want to dfl.op him a note. and wif.ih 
him a Maza1. T ov. Hi-6 addJr.uJ.i i-6: 

VRB/k. 

J amu S c.h,ili,eJt 
3114 Old PoJ.it Vfl.ive. 
Ba1.timoJr.e., MMyland 21208 

Hope. all i-6 will with you.. 

With wMmut wi-6 hu, 

BVtlin, Rabbi 

• 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

Mr. Paul Flacks 
23 West 73rd Street #307 
New York, NY 10023 

Dear Paul: 

October 5, 1994 
30 Tishri 5755 

Thank you for your recent letter and your request for 
an article for FOCUS. Much to my regret, my schedule 
during the next month is absolutely frenetic with 
travel to Israel for the Jewish Agency meetings, as 
well as a number of critical meetings and UAHC 
congregational visits. I barely have time to breathe 
let alone seek to write an article in response to the 
various comments which have appeared in FOCUS. 

I hope you will accept my regrets at having to decline 
your gracious invitation, and that you will understand 
that I have no choice in the matter. Time simply 
precludes my doing an article for you. 

With every good wish for the New Year to you and your 
loved ones, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



ri FOCUS 
BEHIND THE HEADLINES AND THE BYLINES 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
President 

September 20, 1994 -\ ~ l \-

•J ~~ ~ ') ~ Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth A venue 
New York, NY 10021 \ fl" {;v- \J 
Dear Rabbi Schindler: ~ M') ,0 

You are aware, of course, that there is ongoing and growing discussion regarding the "future" of 
the Zionist movement. Some time ago, Amb. Gad Yaacobi addressed the AZM on this subject. 
I subsequently raised certain questions with him, and this resulted in a follow-up piece which I 
plan to publish soon in FOCUS. This is enclosed. 

More recently Jacob Stein, among others, have expressed views which have been published. 
Copy enclosed. 

Rabbi Schindler, I believe it is imperative that the Zionist movement be given important 
direction from you who have the practical as well as intellectual background of the movement. 
By virtue of your personal and direct involvement, you certainly have an outstanding and 
singular record in this regard. 

May I respectfully ask that you share with the community a brief overview of the subject for 
publication in FOCUS. It will be under the heading, FOCUS ON ZIONISM. 

For your information FOCUS is distributed to all national organizations, members of Congress, 
Israeli leadership, the Anglo Jewish press, community influentials, as well as its roster of paid 
subscribers. 

I do not wish to give you time constraints, but I hope you will agree to do this and that you can 
complete it in 30 days. Please be good enough to let me know what to expect so that I can plan 
accordingly. We prefer that it be from 400 to 750 words. However, your material will not be 
edited without your prior approval. 

I look forward with a great deal of interest to your thoughts on this important subject, 
especially, at this point in time. The community and the Zionist movement will be most 
interested in your point of view. You may wish to respond to aspects of Amb. Yaacob's 
presentation, but the contents of your material, is of course, your decision. 

The courtesy of your early attention will be appreciated. I extend to you best personal regards 
and all good wishes for a most joyous and healthy New Year. 

Sincerely, 

FS Please send your response to me at 23 West 73rd Street, #307 
New York, NY 10023 

P.O. Box 1246, New York, NY 10023 Telephone and Fax (212) 580-3165 



MUSINGS 

Toward a new, unifying 
definition of Zionism 

Aliyah must no longer be the touchstone 
By JACOB STEIN 

Ask JO people to define "Zion­
ism." and you will in all likelihood 
get IO different answers. I think it is 
now time to redefine Zionism for 
those who hold that the definition is 

primarily a call to the Jewish 
Diaspora to make "aliyah," to im­
migrate to Israel. as their communi­
ties arc doomed by intermarriage. 
assimilation and anti-Semitism. 

I panicipatcd in this summer's 
Dialogue convened by 

gration is generally considered to 
mark the beginning of the First 
Aliyah. 

A second group, calling them­
selves Hov~i Zion, lovers of Zion, 
was formed in 1882. The sole focus 

of this early Zionism was immigra­
tion to Palestine. making Jewish 
nationalism the core of Zionism. 

The Zionism that manifested it­
self in the I 890s was supported by 
five decades of effort and led to the 

leani to deal with the problems of 
Jewish identity and continuity in a 
society that welcomes us and urges 
integration. The odyssey of Ameri­
can Jewry is a new and different 
chapter in our long history. 

Perhaps some in Israel holding to 
aliyah as the classical but outdated 
definition of Zionism regard the 
continuing tremendous outpouring 
of economic and political support 
for the state of Israel by American 

Israel· s president. Ezer 
Weizman. on relations be­
tween Israel and the Jew­
ish Diaspora, primarily 

The understanding of Zionism 

Jewry as reflecting a com­
mitment to their Zionism. 
They are wrong. I believe 
this support stems from the 

driven by a desire to 

immigrate to Palestin~ 

despite the passage of a 

recognition of the Holo­
caust in its many meanings 
by American Jewry, and our 
"never again" determina­
tion. 

America 's Jewishcommu­
nity. the world' s largest. 
Weizman was very clear in 
stating that as the Zionist 
president of Israel his defi­
nition of a Zionist is some-
one who is making or has 
made aliyah. 

It was clear in the discus­
sion that followed that this 
view was not shared by the 
!llajority of the invited par­
ticipants. It also became 
clear that for the dialogue 
to continue, the narrow 
"aliyah" definition of Zi­
onism would have to be set 

hundred years and the 

achievement of the state of 

lsraeJ--is still held by many 

Zionism today resonates 
for many as a term signify­
ing support for the state of 
Israel, together with the 
larger non-political mean­
ing of support for and in­
volvement in the destiny of 
the Jewish people. The term 
carries a sense of history 
and of a relationship to God 
and Torall. which, while 
ever-present, is personally 

Israelis, and serves as an 

impediment to meaningful 

dialogue between our two 

aside. Only then could 
there be a meaningful dis-
cussion of mutual enrichment 
among the panics. with recognition 
of the autonomy and legitimacy of 
every community. 

The tcnn Zionism. first used in 
Vienna in 1892, assumed a political 
dimension with the publication of 
Theodor Herzl's book.Judenstaat, 

several vears later. Herzl felt that the 
answer .to European anti-Semitism 

was the establishment of a Jewish 

state. 
Leon Pinsker, a fou nder of Zion­

ism. had hoped for enlightenment 
in Tsarist Russia. He was dismayed 
by the pogroms of 188 I and became 
convinced that only territorial re­
birth would provide a solution for 
the Jews. He wrote the pamphlet 
··Auto-emancipation,"whichcalled 

for Jews to find freedom by their 
own efforts in their own country. 

Russian Jews formed associa­
tions to promote immigration to 
'>aJestinc. In 1881 , a group of stu­

snts in Kharkov formed an asso­
•ion called Bilu (bet Yaakov, 

• v' nelcha). drawing theirnamc 
•~aiah: ' 'Oh house of Jacob. 

~nd let us go.'' That immi-

communities. 

establishment of the state oflsrael in 
May 1948. That Zionism came to 
fruition with the declaration of the 
state. If we choose to use "Zionism" 
today as a term with meaning. it 
must have a definition relevant to 
the state of Israel and the Jewish 
people of the Diaspora as we ap­
proach the 21st century. Unfortu­
nately. the understanding of Zion­
ism driven by a desire to immigrate 
to Palestine---<lespite the passage 
of a hundred years and the achieve­
ment of the state of Israel-is still 
held by many Israelis, and serves as 
an impediment to meaningful dia­
logue between our two communi­

ties. 
Today, American Jewry lives in 

an environn1ent unique in Jewish 
history. We are a community inte­
grated into the larger society and 
actively participating in every as­
pect of life in our society. Even as 
we face the pressures of assimila­
tion and acculturation. we retain an 
almost mystical tie with the people 
of Israel and with the state of Israel. 
Our history conditioned us to live as 
a people apart. but now ·we mll'St 

interpreted. 
Those who hold aliyall as 

the fulfillment of Zionism 
and relegate us to living in "exile'' 
should know that the world is not 
yet perfect. The mandate of tikkun 
olam has not been fully accom­
plished, and, until the day of the 
completion of our efforts to make 
this world perfect. we all live in 
"spiritual exile ." We do not live in 
physical exile since the homeland 
of Israel is open to us and it is our 
choice to remain in America. 

There is so much we can accom­
plish if we can work together as 
equal players in Jewish history. 

Israel can leani much from us. 
especially about religious plural ism 

and a proper role for religion in a 
democracy. Israeli education 
should stress the relationship. the 
"oneness:· with all the Jewish 

people. 
And there is so much we can 

benefit from our relation with the 
state of Israel. I fully support the 
proposal of Deputy Foreign Minis­
ter Yossi Beilin. made at the 
President's Dialogue. to the effect 
that every Jewish youth between 
the ages of 17 and 18 should visit 
Israel ior a month. free of cost. It 

should be a ·•gift from the Jewish 
people." 

Israel can play a major role in 
sensitizing our youth to their his­
tory and strengthening their iden­
tity as Jews at the critical age when 
opposite sex relationships are made. 
A study shows that youngsters who 
have spent some time in Israel have 
a lower frequency of intermarriage. 

Further, we should promote the 
teaching of Hebrew as a living lan­
guage, using a visit to Israel as proof 
that Hebrew is more than a language 
of prayer. And a visit to Israel-its 
culture, its theaters, its writers and 
universities-would instill a feel­
ing of pride, an important ingredi­
ent in Jewish identity . 

And now to define Zionism: That 
mystical spiritual attachment to land 

and people that gives us the strength 
to preserve and protect the Jewish 
people; to engender a sense of cul­
tural nationalism and a distinctive 
home culture where the table talk is 
about the state of Israel and the 
Jewish people of the world, and 
where Hebrew is the language of 

song and prayer. 
This Zionism. shared by the Jew­

ish people of Israel with the Jewish 
people of the world, would recog­
nize the legitimacy of the Jewish 
communities of the world so that we 

can relate one to the other on the 
basis of reciprocity, mutual respect 
and the capacity to differ. 

Twice before in history. the 
people of Israel were separated. 
Following the reign of King 
Solomon, the nation was divided. 
One pan, the Northern Kingdom, 
was conquered by the Assyrians 
and sent into exile and disappeared, 
becoming the IO lost tribes. The 
Southern Kingdom was exiled by a 
Babylonian conqueror. We again 
were a nation during the period of 
the Maccabean revolt, which ended 
with the destruction of the Second 
Temple and the beginning of the 
formal exile. 

If we fail to come together with 
the Jewish people of the state of 
Israel and each draw strength from 
the other, history might repeat and 
we would be for the third time a 

divided people. two worlds of Juda­
ism. The Jews oflsrael, of America. 
of the world share a common past. 
Let us make sure that it is a shared 
and common future. 

Jacob Stein is a past chairman of 
the Conference of Presidents of 
Major American Jewish Organiza­
tions and has held numerous other 
leadership positions in the Ameri­
can Jewish community. 
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PERMANENT .USSION 

OFISAAF., 

TO NE UNITED !U.TIONS 

Mr. Paul Flacks 
Focus 
P.O. Box 1246 
New York, NY 10023 

Dear Mt. Flacks, 

• 
9 May 1994 

1100 KCONO AVE"'IUE 

l'EW YO~K. NV 100,1 

=.2: 

PHON~: C21Z 351-5255/6 FM 351-S3t9 

Ple.ase find enclosed a short article by Ambassador Gad Y aacobi wlili:::1 touches upon the 

issues you raised in your letter. 

I would be most grateful if you would send us copies of the edition of Focus in which 

it will be published. 

A vncr Tavori 
Press Secretary 
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FOCUS 
BEHIND THE HEADLINES AND THE BYLINES 

The Hon. Gad Yaacobi, 
Ambassador to the United Nations, 
State of Israel, 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Ambassador: 

May 4, 1994 

In March you presented a paper to the American Zionist Movement 
which outlines redefinitions of Zionism by Diaspora Jews. 

In your "pyramid" you place Universities and Hospitals in 
position No. 7. Am I correct that in this context, yo_ refer 
to Hadassah Hospital and similiar institutions? Please confirm. 

In your projection, on what level to you place activities such 
as that conducted by the Jewish National Fund? 

It appears that Zionist activity, based on your chart, does 
not indlude the need to conduct Hasabara activities, which in 
the past, has always been a primary area of interest. Please 
clearify. 

Also, you refer to "Jewish Education" but make no reference 
to "Zionist education" including the study of Hebrew. Why not? 

I would very much appreciate your response. It will be published 
in FOCUS in the near future, withou~ editing. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

Cordially, 

Paul Flacks 

,, 



ISRAEL AND THE DIASPORA JEWS: 
REDEFINlNG ZIONISM AND 

PARTNERSB IP 
.-.. by Gad Y.ac.cobi 

The re!.ltionship between Israel and me J~ish p:opi: 

in til: Diasoora needs to be red.efi:2:d. The defini­

tion of Zionism.also needs to be n:\'lSC:.. sin:: the defi­

nition off=.~ by David Ben Gurion m2!JY years ago was 

that a Zio:rist is no less than a pe:-son ,r.no makes aliyah 

.o Isra:!. 
In the y::m tilat nz,·e passed sine: ::::=. i. has b::::i::1: 

::=ar ti-.zi this rzt.1::- r.arrov,· ci:finiti~ ±las to be :::ircari­

e::1ed to :.:1:iude D:zspora J~·s ".\·ho do :iot -ai-1'! ai:yan 

~~t cio ?Z..--ti:ipat: in the Israeli ~ :i::!c:. 

We ::z,.-e to ::,: :::,nc:rned not oniy ~ut life i:l lsra:: 

~d th: c::,minuiry of th: Zionis. mc,,.-e:=.911. :::iut also t."l: 

:om:mui:y of J~isb life in A=n::i:z znd the corr.!:lit­

rnent of Diaspora Je\\'S to Israel. 

Israelis do not have to strUggie as inucn O\'er Liieir 

Jewish idem:iry or tile continuity of ~ish life as do 

Diaspora Jews. One does not have to be an observant 

Jew in Israel in order to experience .kv.ish life. Al­

:.'lough :::: cajorty of Isra:::s ~ ?JCT. ::-eHgious. they 

!ive in Israel and Jre the:-efore pa.'"'t ex :=i: J~·ish :1:ri­

t.2.ge by default. T.1:ir language is He:r:w. the lang-J2.g: 

::,f :he J~-:.sh peopie: the schools :hey z:te:id teac=i the::1 

:.,e history of t.1e Jewish peopie-tit: 3ibie. the Tal­

mud-as pan of a mandatory cucic:w:::n. Lving in !s­

::-Jel gi.:z..~tees ti:at future gene:ation.s i,\'ill :iot be igno­

:-:mt of :he mezning of Judaism or a :.,e :i.:sror:, 2.nd 

:1:rr..ag: of the Je\l·ish peo?le: they \liil ;:2.\"e a cc:n~r: ­

:'le:isive J~ish id::itiry. 
This is oot the c:.?se for Diaspora Je--5. 
~ot keg ago. :.iii: relations be:'Q,·e:::i lsra!l a.n:i :he 

::::>iaspo:-z aperie:::~ te:ision whe:: :h: :ssue of ··'\J. no lS 

::. Jew .. ~:ame tbe focus of politiC3.l t.z~~i;.,.g_ T."l: de• 

:r:anci by ulrra-Or-~odax poiiticians in Israel to :-:def.::i: 

tile mC2Iling of •• ,.,. no is a Jew .. and tims alienate Am:ri­

::m Reftr.n anci C~nservative J~·s V."Z! l!IlaC::ptz~le :o 

=:1e the::!:-and remains unacceotaoi: tc ::ne nov.·. It is also 

an arg-.::nc:u that does not reflect the main probi:m. 

·.1.·nich tc ~- miDd is not -wno is a Je,iL·;· b.:t .. who u·iil 

s:zy a J~?- Hov,· :n:uiy Diaspora J~-s will s-.m v.-z..,t to 

Gad }iu:robi is Jsr:.~:.i .◄ mbassador 10 w C.V. Tnis anick is 

:,&:Sui or.:; iec:urr ~ rave zo :h~ bot:r.i oi~ .-tmenc::n Zionm 

.\10\ormrr.:. on Mar:n.24, 1992: ii was dil J.:rynozt ati.ams 10 

:.l:cir se::on on "Lor:ism in rh~ 1990s. - T~ .-4.mb::ss~or prt­

un:~d :r.L r,,ucr: ~ :i:t request oj.,tZ\f d-.::ir.r..:.91 , Se:,·..,.,o:.1r 

R!fd: . :; !:ti;} :.it =--;::r.::arion ur er. ag~.tf..= _r~r Zor.isrr: ;r. 

_..;.'":"lm.:.::. 

c.::ine themselves as Jewish in yc:?rs to come? Hc,v.· czr. 

-..-: e:isure a continuation of Jev.·ish life :.:: the D~or:?·~ 

T.:ie answer lies in three z.~. The first is .kwish 

education. Can the existing ocans ior proviciing ie'll·1sh 

:=u:arion in America be the answer when com::r:hen­

s:ve JC\\·isb education is , a, not =ancia!ory. !b , :i:i, l ]­

••'YS affordable and. (c ·, in mcst cases. limn::::: :-::i­

~ous cont=ts? 
• T'ne second area is Jewish identin· thro~h r~ous 

liie or through cultural affiliatio~ with Jewisil-pi:ti­

iosopby and Jewish ethics. J:v.ish life in Am:::::! J~-­

::::-s a variety of religious avenues of C..?:-essio:i.. =::stiy 

::."ltercd around synagogues of L~e :iiffe:-em ci:::~=:na­

:lJns. Unforrunaiely. there z.~ fev.· v.·ays to :::,e z...·.:-~lt:::i 

v.ith Judaism through J~-iso p::iiiosophy and ie'll·:sb 

:mies outside the synagogue. 

The third area is Jewish identity through mation­

ships with the State of Israel and the people of Israel. · 

-ilat is commoniv knO\\'Il zs .. Zionism:· D:fini.,2 Z:­

rism only on the basis of ziiya.h does not :-::!::: tile 

muation in 1993. on the thresnold of the :1st c=un·. 

Relations between Diaspcr.z J~·s and Israel :n the 

!2.rly stages of the State were ioc-.1Seci around th: :xis­

:::itial danger to the newly-barn Jewish State. Atoe :::::i 

sthe 20th ce:mrry, 4.2 miUian JC\\'S live in Isra::-and 

~rJel. to my mind. no longer faces aistencai ci.a.'!g::-. I 

:-:::nemoer how Da,id Ben Gc,..-jon used to sav. ~ ~e:?.K­

:::g about his vision for the Swe of Israel and th: J:,.1·1sh 

;,eople. that once Israel ~ a population of fh·: =il­

iion Jews it will become ~ from atinction. We are 

'"C:')' close to achiC\·ing Be:i Gurion ·s idea to~-- Bring­

~ Jews to Israel is still the :ain w-2et and messa2: of 

Zionism. but we can deal ~-:til t.~is -.oday v.·1:.10::t :.-ie 

i:ar of anoibiJation. 

Le,.·els of Invoh·ement 

The new Zionism has to be defin:c accordir:g :o one ·s 

commitment ro Israel ~ level of di.'"':Ct :.::voive­

ment wizh Israel. I call it th= -~·rantid of ?e::-sonal b­

,-oivement." At the top cf th= pyramid is f.!!l ::::i.~1:­

c:ent to life in Israel. which is a!1d always will be ai:ya., . 

But as we go down the pyn:nid. we fi.,d other "11.,ys oi 

;:-e."SonaJ commitment that ~ - not be as ccm?l::e :,ut 

s:ill C3ll be defined as "Zionism:· The second leY:l. ius: 

:-:iow aliyah. is study and ,·oiunteer work ::-: Is:-i:!. 

P.:ird is investmentS. touris::l.joint v::m;::-es-.C :!':~e: 



of which represent direct involvement in me Isneli 
economy. At the fourth le\'el is the formation r:L parmer­
ships with Israeli vohmtecr groups, universmcs, re­
search institutions and the like. Level five caasists of_ 
direct adoption by Diaspora Jews of abso, pcioa cemers. 
deYelopmem tov.-ns. schools. and so on. At the sixth 
le-.·el is volumeer work in the United States on behalf of 
Israeli causes. All of these fall under the definition of 
.. Zionism.'' 

T.:i: lower l: ... :.:s of th: pyramid describe !MlD-Zionist 
acth-ities. 

' ' 
Other than making aliyah~ it is 

only through personal 
commitment and direct 

involvement that an American 
Jew can be a Zionist 

' ' Level s=ven w:::s us away from active involvement in 
lsraei to more passive -bm direct-support m mti\'ersi­
ti:s and hospitals. etc. in Israel. Further ciaa'Il the pyra­
mid. l=--•el eight is J~'isil education and hish cultural 
life in the United States. L..-vel nine comprises gcn..-ral 
suppon through UlA (including Operation Emcius). ls­
rael Bonds and camributions to educ:ational and cultural 
instirurions in I.s.-ael. Th: lowest level of the ~Ta.mid is 
aey kind of invoivcment in Jewish causes and Jev.·isil liie 
in tile United Swes. 

T.oe as~rnrnem of difi-..rem levels to "De%"SClllal com­
mit::l:m is not in any ~-ay meant to place ·mare ,-alue on 
one tllan on ano:ner; they arc all importam and cher­
ished. V.-'"hat it is meant to do is scaie a cie:gree of com­
mi'C::l:nt through Zionist ac:th·ity and the rclations b:­
t-.a.-e:n Diaspora iews and Israel. 

If we accept th: Pyramid of Personal Involvement as 
th: n:w uenda for Zionism. then we have to acaI.C the 
ve!licles to eff-..a the formation of new pa.rm::smps be­
tween Israelis and Jewish people abroad. The -~erican 
Zionist Movemem should be the center to whicil existing 
Zionist organ.izarjons-such as Hadassab. American Zi­
onist Federation. Labor Zionist Alliance. Zimrist Orga­
nization of Ameri::a. National Committe: of Labor Is­
rael. Religious Zionists of America. eu:.-gra\"iWe. 
But n:w parmcrsmps will also have to be formed. 

Those partnerships should be similar to th: initial 
StrUc:ture of Operation Independence. in which Ameri­
:an business people and Israeli business pcopie got to­
gether to find _ioim ventures in Israel. The idea was to 
.:r-...ate opportumti:s through which Amencan business 

people would not only make charia.ble contributions 10 

suppon lsrael. or even invest money in Israel. but would 
get personally involved with their Israeli counterpans. 
This coacept can be expanded to inc:mde other forms of 
parmc:rships .. .o\merican physicians and Israeli physi­
cians can work to2etber on health issues in Israel. phvs,­
cists and physicists. chemists and c:hemiru .... Tbe ·1is: 
can go oo and on through all the proressions. 

Otherparmerships can be formed in the hu.'Ilanitie~­
for phiiosophers. historians. eduC311XS and journahs-..s . 
It can include the aru-thwer.. liie:arure z.:id mu.si: . 
There can be other pannersilips to cieal witb compie.\ 
endeavors such as a partnership far tourism in Israel. o;­
a partnership for the advanc:m:nt ofhigh-te:b or~­
stn1cture and commwucations in Isra:l. Tne nu.mo:::: o: 
these parmershlps can be as high zs in the huncir::is. 
and the number of ;,anicipan:s can b= in the tilousan:.s . 
As few as t:n or twenty people or as ~- as :?00 ca.-: 
participaic in each partnership. Anc in :acn of th:=. 
Amem:an Jews and lsraeiis ~ill wa:i: 10g:mer on 1:­
raeli-reialed issues. creating direct dialogue and fr::: 
p:rsonal invoivem::it. This will ~ a hu~e :nee=.~ 
p~e fer. American Jews and Is:-a:ii.s and a n..-v.· process 
of personal commitment and p=sonal in vol vemen: 
which ,a.-e can call the •• new Zionism. - • 

The P\-ramid of Personal Invoivcn:nt £h·es us the 
dir-..cticm for Ameri:ans who are Ziamsts to-find a piac: 
for themselves in a ne\\' d:fmiticm of Zionism. T=ie 
American Zionist Movem:m should cr--ate those new 
partnerships in wh.icb Americans and Israeiis will wo::i: 
to2eth=:. Other than makin!? alivah. iI is oniv throucil 
p~nal comm.iml:nt and ciirca mvolveme;t that an 
. .o\merican Jew can oc a Zionist. Of course. he or she ~ 
be a devoted Jew e\'en if thal pe:-son is not a ZionisL = 

P\"RA.:'1ID OF PERSO~AL L',-oL YE..'\!E.'"T 
(in regard to Zionist ~crnaJization, 

/\ 
Alh-ah 
-.;.-

StudT & '\·ohmteer "Work in Israel 
• ~---.-'.\i. 

In-vestment. Tourism. Joint BmiDess \·eacures ·-------.. 
Orpnizatio.nal/lnstimtional Parmenhips with 

'Israeli Groups ' 
1----------~ 

Adoption of Olim. DenJopment Towus. etc. ,--------~--------
Yohmteer Work in the C.S. on Behalf of 

' Israeli Causes ' ~--------------~ Direct Suppon of institutions such as lnh·ersities 
/ and Hospitals • \ r------------------~ Jewish Education & Jewish Lire in th~ l:.S. ~--------------------~ Charities and Philanthropic Aahities on Behalf 

/ of Israel \ -------------------------, 
1 lm·oh·ement i.n Jewish Life & Jr-ish Causes in \ 

1 ________ _El!_ LS.:._ ________ ._ 

J,. 
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THE PYRA.'1ID OF PERSONAL INVOL VEME1'"T: 
A 1''"E\\' DEFlNITION OF ZIONISM 

BY AMBASSADOR GAD YAACOBI 

In my address to the American Zionist Movement in March 1993, I presented a redefinition of 

Zionism according to the individual's commitment to Israel and level of direct involvement with 

Israel. The new definition was . ~ased on the "Pyramid of Personal Involvement,• and 

necessarily, in general order of priority. 

The pyramid describes how ptople, not institutions, express their commitment to Israel, and 

measures this commitment by levels of direct involvement. At the top of the pyramid, of course, 

is full commitment to life in Israel·- aliyah. 

Different individuals will have different levels of involvement with Israel and its institutions such 

as Hadassah Hospital, the Jewish National Fund and the like. In no way does the pyramid 

assi1n relative value to the work these organizations do. What. the pyramid docs tell us is that 

among people who affiliate with such organizations, those whose involvement is more active and 

direct have ieached higher levels of Zi~nist actualization than those whose involvement is more 

passive and indirect. 

The pyramid's levels are divided into two main ,roups: Zionist and non-Zionist. Zionist 

activities are distinguished by activity in Israel itself: aliyah, study programs, investment, 

partnerships, adoption of communities, cu:. Non-Zionist activities are characterized either by 

indirect involvement with Israel, such as passive support throu&h philanthropic donations, or by 
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focusing activity in the diaspora. 

Political activism on Israel's behalf, including hasbarah activities, promote Israel to non-Israeli 

publics. Bee.use it does not focus on work in Israel itself, this activity is not defined as Zionist. 

Rather it is considered pro-Israel work, and its importance is of the first order. Herc, it is 

appropriate to emphasize once again, that the pyramid does not try to place more value on one 

type cf activity over another. Rather, it is designed to measure an individual• s direct involvement 

\\ith Israel. 

The Israel-diaspora partnership and Jewish continuity can be strenitt,ened by effective Iewish 

education. I examine this subject in detaH in an article to be published in the Summer 1994 

edition of Jewish Educati{Jll. 

By iu very nature, Jewish education includes Zionist education and the study of Hebrew. At the 

root of all Jewish culture stands the Hebrew langua,e. The bible, our literature, our philosophy 

and poetry-- expressions of the Jewish spirit-- are intimately bound up in the Hebrew tongue. 

Other vernaculars have come and gone, but Hebrew remains the thtt.ad uniting them all. This 

is our heritage, and it C2Mot be fully appreciated or internalized in translation. 

Not only is the Hebrew language a connection with the past. It is also a connection with the 

present and the future. In several decades the majority of the world Jewish population will live 

in Israel. To engage in a serious dialog'Je with Israelis, diupora Jewry must understand the 
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. Hebrew laneuage and culture it is producing. 

Direct involvement in Israel is critical to the Israel-diaspora relationship. A redefinition of 

Zionism which accounts for the levels of personal involvement can contribute to a richer, more 

creative partnership between our communities. 

Gad Yaocobi is lsra.el 1s ambassador to tM Uniwl Nations 
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Mr. Paul Flacks, Editor 
Focus 
Post Office Box 1246 
New York, New York 10023 

Dear Paul, 

August 18, 1994 

Thank you for letting me see a few issues of Focus. It seems 
to me that you are doing a wonderful job. This is precisely the 
kind of material that ought to be widely distributed. If you put 
this together with a few columns that are somewhat informative and 
not simply repetitious, it would be the finest Jewish magazine in 
the U.S. 

With all best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

t:~d 
ou~IL -

• 
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PAUL FLACKS , 
Editor of FOCUS 
New York, NY 

Dear Paul, 

66-36 Yel lowsi:one Blvd. ApL sC 
1=oresi: ~ills, NY 11375 

New York, July 7, 1994 

Thank You very very much for the "FOCUS" - I find both the Trend 

and Dicection of it absolutely Great; some of the Information I get 

also from Foreign and Israeli Papers. Unfortunately, for several 

reasons, I cannot subscribe for tile FOCUS and am enclosing a 

Special Contribution for such kind of Literature! 

Wishing you good Luck with the "FOCUS" ; as soon as I read it -

it goes straight to the lievesy(jewish)Library right here around 

the Corner, formore Readers~ 

Sincerely,wsith Shalom! 

A~~- - / 1 ;,~_ 1 ·, ri 
I ; \v.::'.J I-,? . / ,, I/ l ~/,.,.,,/,,/. , -

.. ✓ __ ;- /\.i,,, L, V , '- C::. 't ~ , 

Encl. 



DAWN BOOKS 
(514) 684-7667 

Dawn Collector's Ubrary 

History In the Making 

Sponsor & publisher 
of THE C.J.H. periodical 
"to set the Record straight" 

Distributed internationally 

LA COMPAGNIE DE PUBLICATION AUBE LTEE. 

MR. P.AIJL FLACKS, Editor, 
FOCUS, 
P.O. Box 1246, 

DAWN PUBLISHING COMPANY LTD. 
17 Anselma Lavigne Blvd., Dollard des Ormeaux, Que. H9A 1 N3, C&nada 

24th .August 1994 

NEW YORK, NY 10023 USA 

Dear Paul, 

' 

Every time I receive Focus, your concise yet highly infonnative arrl articulate NEWSLElTIR 

FOR ZIONIST ACTION, it is an eye-opener, even for the well infomal. In fact, in tenns 

of its wide range of topics arxi interest, Focus is IIDre versatile than any of the other 

pro-Israel newsletters that periodically reach my desk - arrl I believe that I have seen 

then all. 

With wru::rrest best wishes, I rena:in, 
B'chtiva vechat:ima tova, 

DN/avh Dan Nimrod, 
Editor & Publisher 
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August 1, l':f34 

Paul Fla,:ks 
FOCUS 
P.O. Box 1246 
New Ycir- k , N.Y. 10023 

Dear Paul, 

THE JE.H.USALEM 

POST 
PliBLISHED DAIIX IN JERUSALEM 

Your newsletter- is e:dr-emely inf,:,r-mative and excellent all 
around and if y,:,u haven't heard fr,:,m me it's be,:ause, as y,::>u 
know, rm sometimes a :ittle busy. 

Keep it up~ 

__,, 
Davi d Bar--Illan 

Head Office: The Jerusalem Post Building, PO.B. 81, Jerusalem 91000, Tel. 02-315666, Telex 26121, Fax. 02-389527 
Tel-Aviv 61283 , 5 Hamasger Street , P.O.B. 28398, Tel. 03-6390333. Fax. 03-63902 77 
02-389527 .'Cj?!J ,26121 'Cj?70 ,02-315666 .70 ,91000 0'7~i,, ,81 .1.r, ,il!J0,1 ,UOi!J 07'0,i'lil r1'J :''VN1 TI'Vl:I 



One Page Fax 

December 20, 1995 
27 Kislev 5756 

Mr. Morton Klein, President 
ZOA 
4 East 34th Street 
New York NY 10016 

Dear Morton: 

When we last spoke, a week or so ago, you assured me that 
the ZOA advetisement in the New York Times was not 
designed to deter people from going to the December 9th 
rally. Now that I have read it, I am compelled to 
conclude that it cannot be understood in any other way. I 
therefore see no reason for a prior meeting with the past 
chairs of the Conference. Perhaps others will agree to 
meet with you but I will not be among them. 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Leon Levy, Chairman 
Presidents' Conference 

bee: Colette Avital 
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x::)z, - ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 
• .., OF AMERICA • 

TO: President 
Executive Director 

From: Morton A. Klein 
National President 
Zionist Organization of America 

I 

December 18, 1995 

2 pages follow 

In view of the many misrepresentations concerning the recent advertisement in the New 
York Tunes by the Zionist Organization of America and National Council of Young Israel, I am 
attaching a copy of the ad so you can see for yourself what it said--and did not say. 

Please note: 

1. The ad did not even mention the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations, let alone attack it. The ad did not urge that anyone boycott the Madison Square 
Garden rally. Indeed, right UJ? until the eve of the rally, we at the ZOA were undecided as to 
whether or not we would parucipate in the rally. We never made any statement urging the 
public to refrain from attending. We never even asked our own members to refrain from 
attending. (Abraham Foxman's statement, in the Dec.15 Jewish Week, that we sent 
"mailgrams" to our members, urging them to boycott the rally, is a complete falsehood.) 
Unfortunately, our position was repeatedly misrepresented by the media, which is why we felt 
it was necessary to purchase an advertisement to explain our view. 

2. Our only public comments on the rally were to urge that the rally be made more inclusive by 
adding one more speaker, somebody who bas publicly expressed concerns about Y asir Arafat 
or has a diffCICnt view on how to achieve peace. It seemed to us that if this was ll1Jly to be a 
unity rally, there should be ooe speaker representing the significant number oflsraelis and 
American Jews who have such concerns. We suggested either President &er Weizmann (a 
Labor Party member), Natan Sharansky (who has expressed concerns about the peace process), 
New York City Mayor Rudol_Ph Giuliani or a prominent member of Likud. I told Malcolm 
Hoenlein, executive vice-chamnan of the Presidents Conference, that we would participate if 
Mayor Giuliani was merely allowed to give brief welcoming remarks. All of our requests are 
rejected. 

3. In its editorials of December I and December 15, the New York Jewish Week agreed that 
we had a "valid point" in asking for an additional speaker. 

4. It is noteworthy that he American Jewish Committee, the American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee, and the Jewish Federation all refused to participate in the companion rally held in 
Los Angeles on the same day, for the same reason we chose not to participate in the New York 
rally. The three groups also made it publicly known that they were refusing to take part. The 
Jerusalem Post (Dec.12, 1995), quoting those involved in the discussions about the speakers 
for the rally, reported that "negotiations with the Federation broke down when Federation 
leaders held out for a 'wall-to-wall' unity event, including all Jewish religious and political 
views." 

JACOB AND UBBY GOODMAN ZOA HOUSE, 4 EAST 34111 STREET, NEW YORIG NY 10016 
TEli 212-481-1500 • FAX: 212-481-1515 
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The fortbcommg Madison Square • 
Gatdm rally by Jewish o!plizatloos ~d' 
be an oa:aslon to promote real unity and . 
hcallog. That n what Worldjcwry.so dapet­
atdy needs during th1& dillk:uJt pttiod, 
wha, we ate all mourning the ll'agk: assam­
nadoo of Prlmc Min1sw YJtzbak Rabin. 

Unfortunately, the speaken inTim1 to 
address the nlly all represent one pu1kular 
poJnt of view. D.lffcrcnt views oa how tO 
acbieYc peace arc bcJng excluded How can 
tt be a •uouy• rally, If ooly one sklc b ~ 
sentcdl It seems that the r.dJy. ls bciflg used 
to pro.mob: a partisan polltical qe.nda. 

All sides of the polltlcal ap«trum in 
lsrac:l and the Amctk:ao }ewlah community 
arc scarch1og for peace, in dl.ffercnt ways. • 
Many Isracli.9 and American Jews ha~ Jcgitt-

mate conce-ms about the dJrcction and pace lsrad; andYasJr Arafat's continuing speeches of this peace proccs.,. The KnCS5Ct caOing for "Jihad, via deaths, via battJes• aoo endoned the most. ru:cnt accords by a vatc;_ '. • pra1alng <:onvick<t k.illcn of Jews as 
of just61 to 59,and the September 199S . •bcrocs"and:surs.• 
Amcrtcanjewi.sh Committee poll lmmd 71% And they have a right to ask that a of U.S.]cws do not belfcvc that the PLO • prominent n:ptt:scntativc of their vkwpoinl "can be relied upon to honor it$ ~t be Invited to address the .Madison Square and rcf'nwl from terrorist actM.ty agalnBt Garden rally. 
1mei.- Imagine the euphoric standlng owtlon Jews have good reason to be conccrocd . at die Madl!lon Square Garden rally if Prime about the PLO's nu~ sttious violadons . Minister (and I.aboc Party leader) Shimon 
of the peace accord.I, iadudlng l.ts bJlurc • Pera and Ukud Party leader Benjamin to pccvent tem>rist attadc5 (ln wblc:h OYCf Nctmyahu v.-cre to shake hand& on the dais. 150 Israelis have been munlcrcd); its fall\U'C • It woold dramatize that we jews arc to disarm and extradite, tcrrodsts, outlaw : • united in our lave of. Judaism, our love of terrorist group&,•or shUt down their~ lsl"ad, aJld our love of peace. 
camps; the PLO's faiJure to chanse its • • • It would show that we arc one. 
Covenant, which calls tor the <kstnx:tlon of 

Zionist OrpnJ7.ation of America 
Morton A. Klem, NalloMl President 

r---------~--•-----------~-----~-------~ To llelp cower the coat at tllll ad, pkasc send yoiar arncroia COllblb1ltlon Coe 
Nado-1 Cciuodlo(Younglnd- LT. campaign 
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lwulwn P. Sbecbl~ lbrecuttve Dlreaor • 
4 Eut 34 St. NcwYork,NY 10016 
td:212-48_1-1500 / fax: 21Z481-1Sl5 

National ·eoundl of Y()Wlg ~,a.el 
Chaim Kmnlnet:zky, Nalforud Presldeni . 
Rabbi hsacb lemel; Execultw ~ce-Presldenl 
3'WC$t 16 St.-NcwYort,NY 10011 
tel: 212-929-1S25 / fax: 212-727-9526 

3 \1llc9I 16th Slaut,.~ewY'!"-NY 10011 Name: _________________ _ 

Addras:------------------atr-____________ Scatic: _____ _ 
®Amount: __________________ _ . . 

• r 
I 

• • I L---------------~---------------------~ To tCC'dYc a free copy of ZOA's detal!cd study of.the PLO'~ vtolatloos of 
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