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Suggested Edits 

TITLE: The Crisis of Conscience and Our Children 

Page Two: 

Fortunately, Connecticut's Legislature has defied the spirit of the 
times by launching a five-year program aimed at flattening 
stumbling blocks during the first 60 months of our children's 
lives. Called the "1,2,3,4,5 Kids Count" campaign (under the 
auspices of the Commission on Children), the initiative seeks to 
save a dollar's worth of cure with a dime's worth of prevention. 
Some of the recommendations are heartbreakingly simple, such as 
improved immunization against childhood diseases, lead screening 
and treatment, expansion of Head Start, two generation programs for 
pregnant addicts and their children, and improved utilization of 
federal funding streams to finance changing family need. Other 
recommendations are ambitious, yet fiscally prudent such as 1/2 day 
kindergarten with child care in the afternoon to address young 
children's learning needs and parents' real work schedules. All 
deserve indeed, depend upon active support from 
individuals, families, community organizations and business (you 
can call 203-566-1338 to get involved). 
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------RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

Mr. Bill Williams 
Hartford Courant 
285 Broad Street 
Hartford, CT 06106 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

April 16, 1992 
13 Nisan 5752 

Enclosed please find an opinion editorial for your 
review. I believe our children are increasingly at 
and family values are declining as a result of it. 
hope you will consider this oped for the Hartford 
Courant. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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THE CRISIS OF CONSCIENCE AND OUR CHILDREN 

Five years ago, computers estimated that the five billionth human 

being had been born upon this earth. In all probability, it was 

a girl, they said, living in Asia or sub-Saharan Africa; in all 

probability, she was malnourished and may no longer be alive. 

By accident of birth, however, she may live right here in 

Connecticut, the per capita wealthiest state in the U.S .. If so, 

most of us could count on this five billionth soul now being a 

hale and hearty kindergartner - - until we consider the 

following: 

* Connecticut's infant mortality rate is the worst in New 

England, and 23rd nationally for black infants. In 

Bridgeport, 13 of a thousand babies die before they are 

a year old. 

* Our state ranks 40th in low birthweight babies born to 

non-whites (low birthweight accounts for 2/3 of all 

infant deaths within the first month of life). Twenty

five percent of pregnant women receive no pre-natal 

care until the third trimester. 

* We rank first in the nation in our percentage of AIDS

infected people who are children. 

* Some 3,5000 of Connecticut's children live in shelters, 

20% of them with parents who are employed. Ninety 

thousand of our youngsters live in poverty; in 

Hartford, this means one out of two. 

Even if our five billionth human being had managed to weather 

these and other perils during her first five years, her future 

would hardly be assured. Her future educational performance 

would likely be under par, her work skills weak, her employment 

record spotty. Good chance she would become a mother before age 

18, without the benefit of a committed partner. Her personal 

tragedy would thereby become the tragedy of society, which we see 

multiplying daily: in the prisons that are being built faster 

than schools, while schools become fortresses (on an average day 



.... 
in America, 135 students bring guns to school); in the million 
teenage pregnancies that occur yearly, the highest rate in the 
industrialized world; in the million or more drug abusers, and 
the millions more who abuse alcohol; in the fiscal deadlock, 
deepening alienation, violence and malaise that pervade our 
culture and strangle even our sense of hope. 

Fortunately, Connecticut's Legislature has defied the spirit of 
the times by launching a five-year program aimed at flattening 
stumbling blocks during the first 60 months of our children's 
lives. Called the "1,2,3,4,5 Kids Count" campaign (under the 
auspices of the Commission on Children), the initiative seeks to 
save a dollar's worth of cure with a dime's worth of prevention. 
Some of the recommendations are heartbreakingly simple, such as 
improved immunization against childhood diseases, lead screening 
and treatment, expansion of Head Start, two generation programs 
for pregnant addicts and their children, and improved utilization 
of federal funding streams to finance changing family need. 
Other recommendations are ambitious, yet fiscally prudent such as 
1/2 day kindergarten with child care in the afternoon to address 
young children's learning needs and parents' real work schedules. 
All deserve - - indeed, depend upon - - active support from 
individuals, families, community organizations and business (you 
can call 2030566-1338 to get involved). 

Perhaps it is too much to ask Americans to reach out in earnest 
to that five billionth human being, born in Asia or Africa, as if 
she were our own daughter. Alas, these are not prosperous or 
idealistic times in which a universal sensibility naturally 
predominates. We must, however, reckon with the children of 
Connecticut as family members or risk an estrangement from our 
very own future. "Be fruitful and multiply" - - these were the 
first words God spoke to human beings, according to the Book of 
Genesis. "1,2,3,4,5 Kids Count" now offers commentary on this 
text that we in Connecticut can study, and implement, together. 

by Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

Ms Laura Lee Simon 

January 9, 1992 
4 Shevat 5752 

Connecticut Commission on Children 
450 Broad Street 
Hartford, CT 06106 

Dear Laura Lee: 

Enclosed is the requested article for the Connecticut 
Commission. I trust this is what you had in mind, but 
feel free to make any changes you wish. I simply can't 
think of a clever title. 

With fond regards from house to house, I am 

Sincerely, 

~~~Schindler 
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Five years ago, computers estimated that the five billionth human 
being had been born upon this earth. In all probability, it was 
a girl, they said, living in Asia or sub-Saharan Africa; in all 
probability, she was malnourished and may no longer be alive. 

By accident of birth, however, she may live right here in 
Connecticut, the per capita wealthiest state in the U.S .. If so, 
most of us would count on this five billionth soul now being a 
hale and hearty kindergartner - - until we consider the 
following: 

* Connecticut's infant mortality rate is the worst in New 
England, and 23rd nationally for black infants. In 
Bridgeport, 13 of a thousand babies die before they are 
a year old. 

* Our state ranks 40th in low birthweight babies born to 
non-whites (low birthweight accounts for 2/3 of all 
infant deaths within the first month of life). Twenty
five percent of pregnant women receive no pre-natal 
care until the third trimester. 

* We rank first in the nation in our percentage of AIDS
infected people who are children. 

* Some 3,500 of Connecticut's children live in shelters, 
20% of them with parents who are employed. Ninety 
thousand of our youngsters live in poverty; in 
Hartford, this means one out of two. 

Even if our five billionth human being had managed to weather 
these and other perils during her first fi v e years, her future 
would hardly be assured. Her future educational performance 
would likely be under par, her work skills weak, her employment 
record spotty. Good chance she would be c ome a mother before age 
l&, without the benefit of a committed pa rt ne r. Her personal 
tragedy would thereby become the tragedy o f society, which we see 
multiplying daily: in the prisons that ar e bei ng built fa s ter 
than schools, while schools become fortre ssP-s · (on an average da y 
in America, 135,000 students bring guns t o school); in the 



million teenage pregnancies that occur yearly, the highest rate 

in the industrialized world; in the million or more drug abusers, 

and the millions more who abuse alcohol; in the fiscal deadlock, 

deepening alienation, violence and malaise that pervade our 

culture and strangle even our sense of hope. 

Fortunately, Connecticut's Legislature has defied the spirit of 

the times by launching a five-year program aimed at flattening 

stumbling blocks during the first 60 months of our children's 

lives. Called the "1,2,3,4,5 Kids Count" campaign (under the 

auspices of the Commission on Children), the initiative f@et :reD 

5 stcpT,, t]mt seek.) to save a dollar's worth of cure with a dime's 

worth of prevention. 

streng-thoning of grandparents' abilities to care for kids who 
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~ .£LDt~ All deserve - - indeed, depend upon 

support from individuals, families, community organizations and 

business (you can call 203-566-1338 to get involved). 

Perhaps it is too much to ask Americans to reach 

to that five billionth human being, born in Asia 

she were our own daughter. Alas, these are not prosperous or 

idealistic times in which a universal sensibility naturally 

predominates. We must, however, reckon with the children of 

Connecticut as family members or risk an estrangement from our 

very own future. "Be fruitful and multiply" - - these were the 

first words God spoke to human beings, according to the Book of 

Genesis. "1,2,3,4,5 Kids Count" now offers commentary on this 

text . that we in Connecticut can study, and implement, together. 

by Rabbi Alexand8r M. Schindler 

Editorial for Connecticut Commission on Ch il d r en 



DRAFT COVER LETTER: 

Bill Williams 
Hartford Courant 
285 Broad Street 
Hartford, CT 06106 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

Enclosed please find an opinion editorial for your review. _.. I 
believe our children are increasingly at risk and family values are 
declining , ~ I hope you will consider this op ed for the Hartford 

u!J Courant. •'--~ i 4 __ 

I look forward to hearing from you . 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Alexander M. 
Schindler 



April 28, 1992 
25 Nisan 5752 

Mark W. Greenstein, Administrator 
Washington Hebrew Congregation 
3935 Macomb Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20016 

Dear Mark: 

David Saperstein has told me of your incredible helpfulness 
in the recent litigation concerning tax deductibility of 
synagogue dues and high holiday tickets. He has praised you 
highly and rightly so, for I know that your service as an 
expert witness was not merely a cut and dried response to a 
few questions. I understand that you had to delve into 
areas of synagogue practice for which no manuals have yet 
been created, seeking answers to questions which do not fall 
within the normal for your day to day work in the 
congregation. 

A mere thank you seems trite in the face of the 
extraordinary effort you have given to this task. But what 
better expression is there than todah rabbah, thank you. 

None of us will know the outcome of this case for quite some 
time but David feels that your remarkable contribution, not 
only in preparing for the case but the manner in which you 
responded to the questions, has significantly enhanced the 
possibility of our prevailing. 

Either way, and, of course, I pray we do come out 
victorious, your role has been critical and the entire 
movement owes you a debt of gratitude. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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FROM: 

TO: 

COPY: 

MEMORANDUM 

April 27, 1992 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi David Saperstein 

Melvin Merians, Rabbi Joseph Glaser 

Joseph Bernstein 

Thank you for letting me know about the extraordinary job that 

Mark Greenstein did in connection with the recent litigation 

involving the tax deductibility of dues and high holiday tickets 

of synagogue members. I will write Mark, of course, to thank him 

for our entire religious community. We are indebted to him. 

On the other hand, we ought not to forget the fact that you were 

the one who alerted the Jewish community to the dangers inherent 

in this case and then proceeded to pull all of the necessary 

strings to achieve an integrated response. So we are not only 

indebted to Mark, but to you as well. Although our appreciation 

of you is dampened to some extent by the fact that we have come 

to expect all of this excellence from you. 

Is there any way in which Mark's input can be utilized for the 

entire Reform Jewish community? I am sending a copy of this memo 

to Joe Bernstein in the hope that he will communicate with Mark. 

Your evaluation of what this case suggests for changes in 

synagogue practice of course will also be most helpful and 

welcome. 

My heartfelt thanks. 



The Religious Action Center 
pursues social justice and 

religious liberty by 
mobilizing the American 
Jewish Community and 
serving as its advocate 

in the nation 1s capital 

2027 Massachusetts Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20036 

(202) 387-2800 

Harris Gilbert, Chairman 
Commission on Social Action 

of Reform Judaism 

Alben Vorspan 
Co-Director 

Rabbi David Saperstein 
Co-Director and Counsel 

Rabbi Lynne Landsberg 
Associate Director 

The Religious Action Center 
is under the auspices at 

the Commission on Socia/ 
Action of Reform Judaism, 

a joint instrumentality of 
the Central Conference of 

American Rabbis and 
the Union of American 

Hebrew Congregations 
with its affiliates: 

American Conference 
of Cantors. 

Association of Reform 
Zionists of America 

National Federation of 
Temple Brotherhoods, 
National Federation of 

Temple Sisterhoods. 
Nol1h American Federation 

of Temple Youth. 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

RELIGIOUS ACTION CENTER 
OF REFORM JUDAISM 

April 22, 1992 

As you know, we have just concluded very difficult litigation 
involving the tax deductibility of the dues and high holiday tickets 
of synagogue members. Two expert witnesses were needed from -the 
Jewish community to butress the IRS position that these deductions 
were appropriate. Mark Greenstein, executive director of Washington 
Hebrew Congregation, was one of them. Of the two witnesses, (the 
other was an expert on Jewish thought), Mark's task was far and away 
the most difficult . 

I want you to know what a phenomenal job he did. He put together a 
significant amount of information about synagogue practices that had 
never been compiled before in one place, brushed up on a great deal of 
information which he doesn't always have to address, and was very 
effective in court . 

Mark put in endless hours preparing for the case and, in doing so, has 
made an extraordinary contribution to the entire Reform movement -
indeed, to the entire Jewish community. He brought honor to NATA and 
to Washington Hebrew in the professional and effective manner in which 
he carried himself throughout. 

I have no idea how this will turn out. We may not have a decision for 
a year. But Mark's contribution significantly enhanced the 
possibility we will prevail. 

I will be putting together an evaluation of what this case suggests 
for changes in synagogue practices which I strongly recommend should 
be distributed to all synagogues. 



, 

Finally, let me also express my deep appreciation to Earl Colson, 
Myron Schoen, Henry Fruhauf, Julian Feldman -- and particularly, to 
Joe Glaser, all of whom participated actively and thoroughly in the 
deliberations and strategizing and contributed immensely to this 
effort. 

cc: Mel Merians 
Rabbi Walter Jacob 
Rabbi Joseph Glaser 
Norman Fogel 
Joe Bernstein 
Rabbi Dan Syme 

Rabbi Eric Yoffie 
Ea!:l Colson 
Rabbi Joseph Weinberg 
Rabbi Jerome Davidson 
Rabbi Henry Michelman 



e FIRST CHARTER BANK NA 

April 7, 1992 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

' 

It is a true delight to announce that Robert H. Ahmanson and Vidal Sassoon, two of this city's 
outstanding citizens, will receive the prestigious Recognition of Goodness Award at the second 
annual Jewish Foundation for Christian Rescuers/ADL Dinner. The dinner will be held on 
T 1?nr--Am; T.,no 1 ! • !O'J') . ~~! ,.t,,. Q /J .. m,•J,_, u;lfn_.,, Lfr,tol .... , ........ v--..,, J&,.,:. • .,.\.,- .L ..... , __ _,,,.., _ ·"• --••"'~· .....,,1,.,. ,." .... ._,, ............... _. .......... _._ ... 

The Jewish Foundation for Christian Rescuers' primary purpose is to give financial help to 
Christians who, fifty years ago, risked their lives and the lives of their families to save Jews during 
the Holocaust. Although, essentially only three years old, this Foundation is now giving monthly 
stipends to over nine hundred such quiet heros who, without such aid, would be living their last 
years in poverty rather than the sustenance and the dignity their past deeds warrant. 

Because the Foundation responds to the debt due these morally courageous individuals and furthers 
Jewish-Christian understanding, it is a cause for which Bob, Vidal and I care about deeply. 

I would like to invite you to join the dinner committee and lend your assistance to making this 
event a tremendous success. 

Serving as a dinner committee member will take very little of your time. In addition to the dinner 
itself on June 11th, which of course we want you to attend, there will be one committee meeting 
with a cocktail reception, on Thursday, May 7, 1992, at the Bistro located at 246 N011h Cannon 
Drive Beverly Hills. A response card is enclosed for your convenience. 

If you have any questions, please call Carol Weir at ADL (310) 446-2000. I look forward to 
working with you on this very exciting event. Thank you in advance for your help and support. 

Sincerely, 

Jack I Salzberg 
Honorary Dinner Chairman 

JIS:clw 

encls. 

P.S. Please note change of date from !,,Jay 20th, !u t!:c1 new datr\ 11mrsday, June 1.lth. 

~cncn'cmtc:ulYJ!r',April ·,. 1m 

265 NORTI-I BEVERLY DRIVE, BEVERLY HILLS, CA 9J210 • (213) 278--7200 • FAX (213) 278--3653 



. ' AMERICAN ISRAEL ECONOMIC CORPORATION 
122 East 42nd Street • New York, New York 10168 • Telephone (718) 847-3004 • Fax: (718) 84 

Rabbi Alexander M.Schindler 
President 

"Dedicated to Free Enterprise" 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 

I 

New York, N.Y.10021 

~I~ Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

On 
to 
in 

Monday the 21st of September, 1992, America will pay tr bute ~1 
Dr. Edward Teller on his eighty fourth birthday at a gala dinner 
the grand ballroom of the Waldorf Astoria in New York Ci y. 

We cordially invite you to join the National Tribute Committee nder 
the distinguished patronage of four former Presidents of the United 
States: The Honorable Jimmy Carter, Gerald R.Ford, Richard M. Nixon 
and Ronald Reagan. 

We enclose an up-to-date list of the Dinner Committee which is still 
in formation. 

Throughout his life Dr. Teller distinguished himself by his 
commitment to excellence. His countless achievements in science and 
technology will be indelibly written on the pages of American 
history. Dr.Teller pioneered the development of nuclear power which 
in large measure secured our national freedom and international 
peace. For those who treasure liberty he deserves our everlasting 
gratitude. 

Tl"1e ruuarican ~sra-=:l Ec01iumic Cc~-poratic~ iz p:::-oud to c ,:,-:-110:;t this 
with The Teller Foundation in recoynition of Dr. Teller's active 
identification with the political;and economic aspirations of the 
State of Israel especially in the field of high technology. 

By agreeing to have your name listed on the Dinner Committee you 
will not assume any financial liability or administrative 
responsibilty. 

-TT--+
C:,. .. CA.A-

Please confirm the acceptance of this personal invitation by 
returning the enclosed response card in the self-addressed envelope. 

s~~ 
/ or. Mordecai Hacohen 

Chairman of the Board 

I 



AMERICAN ISRAEL ECONOMIC CORPORATION 
122 East 42nd Street • New York, New York 10168 • Telephone (718) 847-3004 • Fax: (718) 846-6106 

"Dedicated to Free Enterprise'' 

IN COOPERATION WITH THE TELLER FOUNDATION 

GALA DINNER IN TRIBUTE TO DR. EDWARD TELLER 

Monday, September 21st,1992 Waldorf Astoria-Hotel 

DINNER COMMITTEE 
(Dinner Committee in Formation) 

PATRONS 

THE HONORABLE JIMMY CARTER 
THE HONORABLE GERALD R.FORD 
THE HONORABLE RICHARD M.NIXON. 
THE HONORABLE RONALD REAGAN 

****** 
U.S SECRETARY JACK.F.KEMP 

****** 

HIS EXCELLENCY CHAIM HERZOG 
PROFESSOR EPHRAIM KATZIR 

President of the State of Israel 

HIS EXCELLENCY YITZHAK SHAMIR 
Former President of the State of Israel 
Prime Minister of the State of Israel 

FOREIGN AMBASSADORS 

His Excellency Boris Biancheri 
His Excellency Kazimierz Dziewanowski 
His Excellency Hans Meesman 
His Excellency Harry H. Schwarz 
His Excellency Zalman Shoval 
His Excellency Pal Tar 

FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVES 

Italy 
Poland 
Netherlands 
South Africa 
Israel 
Hungary 

Ambassador Yoram Arider 

Representative Mou-Shih Ding 

Permanent Representative of Israel 
to the United Nations 
Taiwan 

HONORARY CO-CHAIRMEN: 

Dr. Neil Beer 
Dr. Mordecai Hacohen 
Dr. Harold Liebowitz 
Dr. Dixy Lee Ray 
Laurance S. Rockefeller 
Mrs. Nelson A. Rockefeller 
B. General Wilma Vaught 



AMERICAN ISRAEL ECONOMIC CORPORATION 
122 East 42nd Street • New York, New York 10168 • Telephone (718) 847-3004 • Fax: (718) 846-6106 

"Dedicated to Free Enterprise" 

CONGRESSIONAL TRIBUTE COMMITTEE 

Senator William S. Cohen 
Senator Thomas Daschle 
Senator Bob Dole 
Senator Jake Garn 
Senator Charles E. Grassley 
Seantor Orrin Hatch 
Senator Howell Heflin 
Senator Ernest F. Hollings 
Senator J.Bennett Johnston 
Senator Don Nickles 
Senator William V. Roth, Jr. 
Senator Ted Stevens 
Senator John Warner 

**** 

Congressman Bill Archer 
Congressman Joe Barton 
Congressman Charles Bennett 
Congressman Robert Borski 
Congressman Terry L. Bruce 
Congresswoman Beverly Byron 
Congressman Ben Nighthorse Campbell 
Congressman William Clinger 
Congressman Bud Cramer 
Congressman Philip M. Crane 
Congressman Tom DeLay 
Congressman William Dickinson 
Congressman John Doolittle 
Congressman Robert K. Dorman 
Congressman David Dreier 
Congressman Floyd Flake 
Congressman Benjamin Gilman 
Congressman Newt Gingrich 
Congressman Steve Gunderson 
Congressman Lee Hamilton 
Congressman Mel Hancock 
Congressman Frank Horton 
Congressman Duncan Hunter 
Congressman Joseph P. Kennedy, II 
Congressman Robert Lagomarsino 
Congressman John Lewis 
Congressman Bob Livingstone 
Congressman Marilyn Lloyd 
Congressman Nicholas Mavroules 
Congressman Bob McEwen 

Maine 
South Dakota 
Kansas 
Utah 
Iowa 
Utah 
Alabama 
South Carolina 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Delaware 
Alaska 
Virginia 

Texas 
Texas 
Florida 
Pennsylvania 
Illinois 
Maryland 
Colorado 
Pennsylvania 
Alabama 
Illinois 
Texas 
Alabama 
California 
California 
California 
New York 
New York 
Georgia 
Wisconsin 
Indiana 
Missouri 
New York 
California 
Massachusetts 
California 
Georgia 
Louisiana 
Tennessee 
Massachusetts 
Ohio 



AMERICAN ISRAEL ECONOMIC CORPORATION 
122 East 42nd Street • New York, New York 10168 • Telephone (718) 847-3004 • Fax: (718) 846-6106 

"Dedicated to Free Enterprise" 

Congressman John Miller 
Congressman Carlos J. Moorhead 
Congresswoman Constance Morella 
Congressman John Myers 
Congressman Stephen Neal 
Congressman Thomas Petri 
Congressman John Porter 
Congressman Bill Richardson 
Congressman Rick Santorum 
Congressman Joe Skeen 
Congressman Floyd D.Spence 
Congressman Louis Stokes 
Congressman John Tanner 
Congressman Barbara Vucanovich 
Congressman Roberts. Walker 

****** 

(Committee in Formation) 

Washington 
California 
Maryland 
Indiana 
North Carolina 
Wisconsin 
Illinois 
New Mexico 
Pennsylvania 
New Mexico 
South Carolina 
Ohio 
Tennessee 
Nevada 
Pennsylvania 



AMERICAN ISRAEL ECONOMIC CORPORATION 
122 East 42nd Street • New York, New York 10168 • Telephone (718) 847-3004 • Fax: (718) 846-6106 

"Dedicated to Free Enterprise" 

NATIONAL TRIBUTE COMMITTEE: 
(Committee in Formation) 

Dr. Robert S. Abel 
Mr. William A. Anders 
Dr. Martin Anderson 
Mr. Irvin Barash 
Mr. S.D. Bechtel,Jr. 
Kenneth J. Bialkin, Esq. 
Mrs. Shoshana Cardin 
Mr. Norman Dansker 
Professor Shlomo Eckstein 
Mr. Lionel Eliovson 
Rabbi Albert Feldman 
Dr. John S. Foster, Jr. 
Professor Milton Friedman 
Mr. Dan Gillerman 
Mr. Eugen Gluck 
General Andrew J. Goodpaster 
Mr. William R. Graham 
Brig. General Yehuda Halevy (ret.) 
Dr. George N. Hatsopoulos 
Ambassador Chic Hecht 
Dr. Siegfried Hecker 
Dr. Gerhard Herzberg 
Professor Arye Hillman 
Ambassador Carla Hills 
Mr. Malcolm Hoenlein 
Professor Arthur Kantrowitz 
Dr. Jay Keyworth,II 
Ambassador Jean Kirkpatrick 
Dr.Henry Kissinger 
Professor Ksenia Landa 
Hon. Melvin R. Laird 
Professor Ksenia Landa 
Mr. Dov Lautman 
James Leader Esq. 
Gabriel Levy, Esq. 
Rabbi Pinchas Lipner 
Professor Moshe Mandelbaum 
Dr. Hans Mark 
Hon. Richard T. McCormack 
Mr. Alfred H. Moses 
Professor Yuval Ne'eman 
Mr. John Nuckolls 
Mr. David Packard 
Mrs. Ruth Popkin 
Professor Alvin Radkovsky 
Dr. John Raisian 
Dr. Frederick Seitz 
Hon.George P. Shultz 

N.J. Marine Sciences Consortium 
General Dynamics 
Hoover Institution 
Vencom Management, Inc. 
Bechtel Group 
Skadden, Arps, Slate Meagher & Flom 
Conference of Presidents 
Windsor Funding Corporation 
Bar-Ilan University 
EASE, Inc. 
New Haven, Ct. 
DOD Defense Science Board 
Nobel Laureate 
Fed. Israeli Chambers of Commerce 
Industrialist 
The Atlantic Council 
Xsirius, Inc. 
Bar-Ilan University 
TYhermo Electron 
U.S. Embassy Bahamas 
Los Alamos National Laboratory 
National Research Council of Canada 
Bar-Ilan University 
U.S. Trade Representative 
Conference of Presidents 
Dartmouth College 
Hudson Institute 
American Enterprise Institute 
Former U.S. Secretary of State 
Technion-Israel Institute of Technol 
Former U.S. Secretary of Defense 
Technion-Inst. of Technology 
Manufactures Ass. of Israel 
International Law 
Former Israeli Economic Minister 
Hebrew Academy of San Francisco 
Bar-Ilan University 
University of Texas 
Former Under Secretary of State 
American Jewish Committee 
Tel Aviv University 
Livermore National Laboratory 
Hewlett-Packard 
Jewish National Fund 
Former Ch. Sci.,Nuc. Propln. 
Hoover Institution 
The Rockefeller University 
Former U.S. Secretary of State 



AMERICAN ISRAEL ECONOMIC CORPORATION 
122 East 42nd Street • New York, New York 10168 • Telephone (718) 847-3004 • Fax: (718) 846-6106 

"Dedicated to Free Enterprise" 

Lord Sieff of Brimpton 
Hon.William Simon 
Dr. Arthur Spitzer 
Dr. Herbert Stein 
Mr. Jeffrey Steiner 
Professor Zehev Tadmor 
Dr. Al Trivelpiece 
Professor David M. Vofsi 
Dr. Chin Ning Yang 
Hon. Clayton Yeutter 
Dr. Laszlo Zeley 
Dr. Antonino Zichichi 
Admiral E. R. Zumwalt 
Mr. Herbert Zweibon 
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(Committee in Formation) 



~ RABBI ALEXANDER M. 

~~ 
Sarah Brad\· 
Chair 

SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

March 2--1, 1992 
19 .\dar II 5752 

Center to Prevent Handgun Violence 
1225 Eve Street, X.~. 
Suite 1100 
Kashington, DC 20005 

Dear Sarah: 

Thank \OU verv much for \Our recent letter and the news 
that you have been named Chair of the Center to Prevent 
Handqun Violence. This undertaking is a critical one and 
I am delighted that vou will be involved in a program 
which will provide for education and research which 
initiates programs aimed primarily at preventing teen 
suicide, accidental child shootings and young people from 
carrying and using guns. It is crucial that youngsters 
in that earlv age group of pre kindergarten through grade 
school be in\·ol \·ed in such an educatory process. 

The benefit for this work being planned for June 8, 1992 
is a wonderful idea. I have but one regret, I am already 
scheduled to be in Pittsfield, ~assachusetts on that dav 
and I simply cannot chanqe rny plans. 

I am honored, howe\·er, t:n be in\·i ted to serve as a me1nber 
of the host committeP . If you feel my name will be 
imp(lrtant nn r:he rostPr, e\·en though I cannot accept your 
in\·itation to speak i.n support of your work at the June 
8 t h e \·en t , T 1-1 11 be de 1 i g h t e d to be 1 i s t e d on the 
committee for this \·ery critical undertaking. 

I hope all is well with ~-ou and Jim. Rhea and I send you 
both m\· fond regards and all qood wishes. 

::;i.ncerely, 

~lexander ~- Schindler 



, 

Sarah Brady 

March 17, 1992 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I wanted you to know that I've recently had the honor of being named Chair of the Center 
to Prevent Handgun Violence, a 501( c)(3) education and research organization that initiates 
programs aimed primarily at preventing teen suicides, accidental child shootings and young 
people from carrying and using guns. In fact, we have developed a pre-K - 12 Grade school 
curriculum that is being introduced in five major schools districts this year, including New 
Yark City Public Schools and Los Angeles Schools, among others. The Center is also 
working with the American Academy of Pediatrics to develop a program that will encourage 
pediatricians to help bring our life-saving messages to children and their parents as part of 
a complete injury prevention program. 

The Center is planning its first-ever benefit for the gun violence prevention movement here 
in Washington, DC, on June 8, 1992. I would like to invite you to become an integral part 
of this event by serving as an honorary member of its Host Committee. I was pleased to 
learn the Center will take this opportunity to honor my husband, Jim. This will also give 
us an opportunity to thank the many generous people who have helped with our national 
campaign to prevent gun violence. The purpose of the evening will be to heighten the 
awareness of the tragedy of gun violence, and draw national attention to the Center's many 
educational programs aimed at combatting the escalating violence on our streets and in our ~ · 
schools. We anticipate that a large number of our friends from the political world, the 
media and the entertainment community will attend. n 
Jim and I would be truly honored if you could attend the June 8th event, and we would like ~ 
your permission to include your name on our program as a member of the Host Committee. 
We would be especially pleased if you would say a few words about your support of the 
movement. 

With your participation, this event will motivate all those who attend to redouble their 
efforts to help diminish gun violence in America. I'll give you a call in the next couple of 
days to see if you will be able to join us. 

so much for your support. ~ t-\ (i).,c.A..---' \ 

~ ~~ ~ ,cl-&o • 

~ 
1225 Eye Street, NW, Suite 1100 • Washington, DC 20005 • (202) 898,0792 



February 10, 1992 

Rabbi Alex Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex, 

On May 4, 1992, the New Israel Fund will formally announce the 
establishment of the Ira Silverman Leadership Fund, as part of an 
event honoring the leaders and long-time friends of the Fund. I am 
writing to invite you to join me on the host committee for this 
special evening. 

As you probably know, Ira was deeply committed to the New Israel Fund. 
He worked with the Fund since its inception in 1979, first serving as 
a member of the Advisory Board and later as a member of the Board of 
Directors (1983 - 86). Ira was renominated to the Board last spring 
and was looking forward to being actively involved with New Israel 
Fund during 1992. 

Because of your own commitment to Israel and special relationship with 
Ira, I suggested to the Fund that we ask you to be on the committee 
for the reception. As a committee member, your name will appear on 
the evening's invitation. I also hope you will want to make a 
contribution to the Ira Silverman Leadership Fund, which will support 
the next generation of Israeli leaders. 

The reception and formal inauguration ceremony of the Leadership Fund )~ 
will take place on May 4, 1992, at the Vivian Beaumont Theater at 
Lincoln Center from 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. There will be one planning 
meeting for committee members, which you are invited to attend. The r, l 
~:eti~g will ~~}n Fe~r~?ry 27, 19~2, 12:00 ~ 1:30 p~m.,_ at T~e .. . . -.j/n~,.. 
nippourome Gui ,urng, .dt.0 Avenue oi tne Americas (44tn !)treetJ, fourtn ,, ,{:;£ 
Floor, Conference Room A. • Vtlf I~ 

This evening will be a wonderful way to honor Ira's commitment to 
fostering new generations of leadership. I hope you will join me. 

Sincerely, 

Jane Silverman 

P.S. Please call Marci Resnicoff at the New Israel Fund (212) 
302-0066 if you will be able to join us at the committee meeting. 



FROM: 

TO: 

COPY: 

Edith J. Miller 

Fred Cohen 

\._• ·' 
MEMORANDUM 

December 16, 1991 

Have we, in the past, made a subvention to the American Committee 

on U.S.\Soviet Relations? We received a thank you for our former 

help and a request for $60.00 dues for 1992. I have no 

recollection of this. Please let me know if we have given them 

anything in the past. 

1 



AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON 
U.S. - SOVIET RELATIONS 

December 6, 1991 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
American Hebrew Congregations 
838 5th Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Your support over the years has meant a great deal to the 
American Committee. 

It is reassuring to us to know that you support us in our 
mission to foster improved U.S.-Soviet relations. When the 
American Committee was first organized in 1974, many people 
doubted that our goal of a balanced commonsense relationship 
with the Soviet Union was achievable. You, however, and the 
other members hoped and believed that things in the Soviet 
Union could change. 

As you well know, that change has finally occurred. And what 
a change it is! If ever there was a time to ask for your 
continued support, this is it. Especially now, since giving 
has dropped way off due to the economy. While our operating 
costs have risen, our general support is down. 

You've supported us over the long term. You know what our 
mission is. You know our reputation, our programs, and our 
publications. 

That's why we are making a special appeal. In addition to 
this year's membership renewal, would you please consider 
making a one-time additional contribution? No amount is too 
small--just let us know the amount with which you feel 
comfortable on your enclosed renewal invoice. And if an 
extra contribution is not possible this year, we will 
certainly understand. 

As the holiday season approaches, all of us at the American 
Committee wish you a very happy holiday and a healthful, 
joyous, and prosperous New Year. 

WILLIAM GREEN MILLER 
President 

Sincerely, 

100 ELEVENTH STREET, SOUTHEAST WASHINGTON, DC 20003 202/546-1700 FAX 202/543-3146 
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Donald M. Kendall 
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George F. Kennan 
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AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON 
U.S. - SOVIET RELATIONS 

TO: 

Date: 

STATEMENT OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
American Hebrew Congregations 
838 5th Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

December 6, 1991 

1992 ANNUAL DUES: $60 

YES! Enclosed is my annual, tax-deductible contrib
ution of $60. I still support improved U.S.-Soviet 
relations and the work of the American Committee in 
furthering them. 

AND YES! I have added an additional amount, which is 
also tax-deductible, of$ __ ~-~- I realize that 
the American Committee's traditional sources of 
funding are being squeezed. 

UNFORTUNATELY, it is not possible for me to help 
with an additional contribution. I know you will 
understand. 

Please make your check payable to the AMERICAN COMMITTEE 
ON U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS, and send it, along with this 
invoice, to us at ... 

American Committee on 
U.S.-Soviet Relations 

109 Eleventh Street, SE 
Washington, DC 20003-3997 

If there are any changes in your mailing address, please 
note them above. 

100 ELEVENTH STREET, SOUTHEAST WASHINGTON, DC 20003 202/546-1700 FAX 202/543-3146 



Harriet Green 
President 
NA'AMAT USA 
200 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Harriet: 

December 24, 1991 
17 Tevet 5752 

I was delighted to learn of your re-election to the 
Presidency of NA'AMAT USA. I am confident you will 
continue to lead this fine organization with devotion and 
dedication. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

• 



Fo,merly Pioneer Women 

National Officers 
PRESIDENT 
HARRIET GREEN 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Fund Raising 
MARCIA PEVSNER 

Organization/ 
Membership 
ELLEN GINSBURG 

Program-Education 
SYLVIA LEWIS 

Treasurer 
PHYLLIS KAPLAN 

Financial Secretary 
ELAYNE KRAMER 

Secretary 
MIRIAM SHERMAN 

Area Coordinators 
Eastern 
/RENE ROBINSON 

Midwest 
EDITH MARGOLIS 

Southeast 
RITA SHERMAN 

Western 
EDITH GATES 

NA'AMAT USA 
THE WOMEN'S LABOR ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA, INC. 

200 Madison Avenue, New York , N. Y. 10016 • Tel. (212) 725-8010 • Fax (212) 447-5187 Fax (305) 538-4108 

December 13, 1991 

Dear Organization Leader: 

It is with great pleasure that we advise you of the re-election 
of Harriet Green as National President of NA'AMAT USA during 
our recent convention in Israel. 

May we go from strength to strength during her administration. 

Sincerely, 

E~~ 
Administrative Assistant 

In Israel, Na'amat covers the entire map with o broad network of services-child care , educational, vocational and agricultural training , /ego/ counselling -that enhance 
the quality of life for women, teenagers and children. In the United States, NA 'AMAT USA advocates progressive legislation for women's rights and child welfare; furthers 
Jewish education; supports human rights for Jews in distress; is on authorized agency for Youth Aliyah. When in Israel, visi t the No 'omot Tourist and Overseas Deport

ment. 93 Arlozorov Street, TeJ Aviv, phone (03) 431-841. 
~498 



! 

Lydia Kukoff 
Associate Director 
Avi Chai 
52 Vanderbilt Avenue 
New York, NY 10017-3803 

Dear Lydia: 

November 19, 1991 
12 Kislev 5752 

It was good to learn that you have accepted a position with 
Avi Chai. As you know, I am well acquainted with the work 
of Avi Chai and I am confident you will serve the 
organization with devotion and dignity. You have much of 
value to bring to their work and I wish you all the best. 
May you find fulfillment and satisfaction, personally as 
well as professionally from your association with this fine 
group. 

There are undoubtedly many areas of mutual concern in which 
our two organizations will find opportunities to work 
together in behalf of the Jewish people. Indeed, it was 
heartening to know that so many Reform congregations have 
been the recipients of Avi Chai grants for their work in 
education. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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through collaboration with: 
Keren Aviad 
28 Rechov Ramban 
92268 Jerusalem, Israel 
Tel: 02 631-227 
Fax: 02 662-861 



, 

David Freilich 
Executive Director 
ZAHAVI 

September 26, 1991 
18 Tishri 5752 

41 Lochamei Hagetaot Street 
P. o. Box 8997 
31090 Haifa, Israel 

Dear David: 

Mazal tov on your new post. It is my fond hope you will 
derive a full measure of personal and professional happiness 
and satisfaction from your new responsibilities with ZAHAVI. 

The work you are doing sounds very interesting and 
important, however, I can tell you that it does not fall 
within the purview of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations' program. Our mandate is very clear and we 
are limited by our Board from making financial contributions 
to other groups for, after all, we are a not-for-profit 
institution and thus must use great care in responding to 
pleases for aid. 

I do wish you well and extend best wishes for a healthy and 
happy New Year for you and your dear ones. 

sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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September 16, 1991 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler, Pres. 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
835 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 
USA 

Dear Alex, 

It has been some time since we last met and I hope all is well with 
you and yours. After a few years as Foreign Affairs Advisor to one 
of the Labor Party ministers, until the "National Unity Government" 
(some unity ... ) collapsed a year ago, I took up a new position as 
Executive Director of Zahavi. Zahavi is a VERY interesting and 
unique voluntary organization, one of the larger and more complex 
ones in Israel and I have found it a tremendous challenge to date. 
I hope to have the chance to see you again soon, renew our 
acquaintance and also tell you more about Zahavi. 

Israel today faces two paramount national challenges; the 
absorption of the historic mass immigration which continues to 
arrive from the Soviet Union, first and foremost by creating jobs, 
and the promotion of a socially and culturally vibrant state. 

THE SHARED CHALLENGE is an exciting program we designed to forge an 
alliance between Russian Olim (immigrants) and Israel's veteran, 
largely Sephardic population of large families (four children or 
more). The program provides employment for Russian Olim and 
supplemental education for Zahavi children, along with social 
programming designed to promote closer ties between the two groups. 

THE SHARED CHALLENGE is a small group, after school, remedial and 
enrichment tutorial program. The subjects taught are those which 
are especially problemmatic in the Israeli school system, on the 
one hand, and in which a particularly large number of highly 
qualified Russian Olim are desperately seeking employment, on the 
other (mathematics, physics, chemistry, English, computers, music 
etc.). The program's social aspects are designed to reduce the 
already existing tensions stemming from the genuine needs of both 
groups, at a time of severe budgetary constraints. 

PROGRAM PARTNERS; The Soviet Jewry Zionist Forum, headed by Natan 
Sharansky, the Joint Distribution Committee and the Israeli Forum, 
have all joined Zahavi in the implementation and partial funding of 
the program. 

41 LOCHAMEI HAGETAOT ST~ P.O.B 8997, 31090 HAIFA, TEL. 04-521860 ,530108 .!ii-' ,31090 n!l•n ,8997 .'T.n ,41. S'IIMl-'•ln •Dnl!i ,n!l•n • •!ll'IMn t:>'lm, 
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September 16, 1991 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler, Pres. 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
835 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 
USA 

Dear Alex, 

It has been some time since we last met and I hope all is well with 
you and yours. After a few years as Foreign Affairs Advisor to one 
of the Labor Party ministers, until the "National Unity Government" 
(some unity ... ) collapsed a year ago, I took up a new position as 
Executive Director of Zahavi. Zahavi is a VERY interesting and 
unique voluntary organization, one of the larger and more complex 
ones in Israel and I have found it a tremendous challenge to date. 
I hope to have the chance to see you again soon, renew our 
acquaintance and also tell you more about Zahavi. 

Israel today faces two paramount national challenges; the 
absorption of the historic mass immigration which continues to 
arrive from the Soviet Union, f i rst and foremost by creating jobs, 
and the promotion of a socially and culturally vibrant state. 

THE SHARED CHALLENGE is an exciting program we designed to forge an 
alliance between Russian Olim (immigrants) and Israel's veteran, 
largely Sephardic population of large families (four children or 
more). The program provides employment for Russian Olim and 
supplemental education for Zahavi children, along with social 
programming designed to promote closer ties bet ween the two groups. 

THE SHARED CHALLENGE is a small group, after school, remedial and 
enrichment tutorial program. The subjects taught are those which 
are especially problemmatic in the Israeli school system, on the 
one hand, and in which a particularly large number of highly 
qualified Russian Olim are desperately seeking employment, on the 
other (mathematics, physics, chemistry, English, computers, music 
etc.). The program's social aspects are designed to reduce the 
already existing tensions stemming from the genuine needs of both 
groups, at a time of severe budgetary constraints. 

PROGRAM PARTNERS; The Soviet Jewry Zionist Forum, headed by Natan 
Sharansky, the Joint Distribution Committee and the Israeli Forum, 
have all joined Zahavi in the implementation and partial funding of 
the program. 
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I ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK. NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

Dr. Yizhak Halbrecht 

August 22, 1991 
12 Elul 5751 

Institute for Teaching & Research 
of the Jewish Family Heritage 

Ramat-Gan 52 001 
P.O.B. 10116 
ISRAEL 

Dear Dr. Halbrecht: 

Thank you so much for bringing me up to date on your 
work. The idea you shared is splendid and I was 
wondering if you might not receive support from the 
Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture. If you have 
not sought their assistance, you might wish to consider 
bringing this project to their attention. I would urge 
that you write directly to the director, Dr. Jerry 
Hochbaum, Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture, 15 
East 26th Street, New York, NY 10010. 

If there is anything I Ciln do to be of help in this 
regard, please do not hesitate to let ITTe know. 

With every good wish for a healthy, happy and sweet New 
Year, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

• 



lf:'STITUTE FOR TEACH!NG AND RESEARCH 

'-" OF'THE JEY'{lSH FAMILY HERITAGE 

RAMAT-GAN 52 001 P.O.B. 10116, ISRAEL 
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Dlreclor : Prof. YITZHAK HALBRECIH 
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Rabbi A 1 e:rnnder Schindler 
Presient 
Union of American Hebrevv Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New 'lork NY 
U.S.A. 

Dear Rat,tti Schindler 

10116 .1 ,Jl sz 001 p-mn 

I am sorry that we have 1 ost contact for some ti me and I hope ttrnt you are 
\Nell and so am I after recovering from the short but very unpleasant Golf 
'•rlar and the lraki an scuds,one of which exploding not far away from our 
horne. 

, . I hope that we sha 11 have peace for a whi1 e " j usqu·a 1 a prochai ne derni ere ... " 
as the frencr1rnen scynica-lly use,j to say after the first worl d war, I hope to 
have the pleasure of meeting yuo in Israel in the not too distant future and 
to have an opportunity to discuss wHh you our pro _1 ects t,ut in tt1e 
meantime I wish t draw yur attention to my letter to my f r iend Teddy 
Kollek _. who is no recovering from its operation .. in which I proposed to him I-Ive 
creation of a garden in Jerusalem of repliicas of tomsbtones of 
Jewish schol ars and thinkers of the former generotions . 
. He i s considering my proposal which until nO\•V is being supported 
enthusiasticall~d t,y alrnost all my good friends in lsrnel.tind abroad 
It is also possible ttrnt we shall create this GARDEN in the Gali1 (Saf ed?) 
to avoid opposti on of ort hodox .Jews to the choiGe of personalities to be 
included i n our proJect (Mendelson, Hess and even Heine). 
I would be grateful to you for your opinion ob and evootual support of our 
project \•vhich is part and parcel of our project of photogrnphibg as many a::; 
possible tornbston.~s of old . .Jewish cerneterie~in the vvorM, V'lhich are 
rapi dl y"di sappeari ng. 
Looking forward with anticipation to hear from you, I rernain with my 
\•varmest wishes for the f ortt1corning New Vear 

!"lost cordi o 11 y yours 

y,~(/~ 
Vizhak Halbrecht 
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'\\ _ • _"THE FAMILY AS A PROJECT" ( translatecl from the Hebrew text of an article 
• • written by Nathan Royi, which app,eared in the Daily Newspaper DAV Ar~ 

) 

/ . on May 7 1 gg 1 ) 
THE F N'lll Y AS A PROJECT 

by Nathan Royi 

"Professor· Halbrecht deals with F~OOTS.- He even opened Courses for· U1e 
teaching of Jew lsh Grandparenthoocl". -

'. 
On the 25th of April 1949 David Ben Gurion wrote to Mrs S irnha Zion ., a new 
Immigrant living in a f"laabara in Hacler·a who just gave bir•th to her- 10th 
child at the Hadera Maternity Hospital, then under the.Direction of [Jr'.Yizhak 
.Halbrecht, the following letter :" Dr. Halbrecht. has Lwou9ht to my attention 
the happy event of the birth of your tenth chi lei and also the fact that 

. yo~r family of 12 is living in a single room.- I wi sh to congr-atulate you 
wholeheartedly on this happy event and as reco9nition of ymw cour-a~ie of 
giving birth to your 10th child uncler the most difficult conclitiorr3 wt-ilch 
may serve as an exarnp le to al I ,.Jewi sh mothers in I srae I ., I am inclucling a 
cheque of 100 IP ($400 at that time) ancl wish to you ancl your- family all the 
best .. David Ben Gurlon. 

t--lany years have passecl since U)en ancl Prof. HaltwecJ1t has'nt stoppecl 
fulfilling, what he consiclers as hi s" mission", to brin~1 to the conscience of 
Jews everywhere the central role of the ,.JEWISH FN·llLY ancl its Heritaqe .. - . ----:-- --~- --·-- · . • ,--- ---· . ·- - .. 
and despite being formally non- religious he emphasizes the importance of 
the Jewish religion in the preservation of the Jewish iclentity In the 
presence, as It did in past, as an integral part Of the Jewi sh History, 

• Trad I tlon and Cul tur,e. 
His home in Ramat Gan is a" library" of books in various languages on 
Jewish History, Philosophy, Culture and Religion as well. SLw~w isingly 
enough, not a single book on meclicine, hi s profess ion for at least 60 years. 
I ts main ancl a I most exclusi ve inter-est centers now on the ,.JE WI :iH FAMILY 
and Its HERITAGE whicl1 he cons iclers as playing the central rnle i_nthe ,~------------------···------ -- . ··•. -· -- ·· •• .•. . ····· .... .... - •• 

~1Q!.g_g_l~~L-~b-~--~~~-i_~!1_p~?P I e for· sLwv iy 91. _ 
.The man who has ur·ged Ben.:.:Gur ioi1 in1949 to create a special 1·-1inistry to 
take care of all the vital problems of the FAl 'llLY in general, and its role in 
the tramsmlsslon of its ,JEWISH HEPITACiE, In particular, is now rnenagin9 
an INSTITUTE FOR THE RESEAf1CH At,JD TEACHll~G OF THE JEWISH FA[--IILY 
HERITAGE which he has createcl in 1972 after establ ishin~J a\·30 a ~,OCIETY 
called MORESHET BEITH SABA. for s irn i lar purposes. f·lany prorn inent ,Jewish 
personalties in Israel and the Diaspora and in all walks or life, have since 
joined the Board of Governors or the Institute which•is rn ak Ing gr-eat 
efforts to centralize the attention ancl efforts of the .Jewi sh People and its 
Institutions and organizations to the Jewish Family Herita~1e and its great 
poteniallty to preserve the Jewish Identity everywhere, but in the Giaspora 
In particular. 
The Institute and the Society Moresl1el Beit Saba have L1een instrumental in 
Introducing t11e resec:irch of their own f arn i ly mots by a II ::=,c: 1100 lc/1 i ldren 

---~lr~1 ~ls~r-~~_]Lclt J/1_e age of their Bar -or Bat- !"litzwa. 

,.,· 
., l' 

More recl1tly Prof /Halbrecht has upened courses for the LeachirvJ of .Jewish 
Parenthood and Granclp,.1renlhood in collaboration with lhe Deith Berl 
College In !<far Saba. alml,~g to leach .Jewish Grandparents, lo begin with, 
to convey the knowledge and the consc ience of the Jewi sh Her-ita~ie lo their 

. grandchildren./ 
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The most recent creallon of the Institute is THE CEt,IT[R FOR THE DOCUl"IEN

TATION OF THE JEWISH FAl·11L Y HOOTS, whicr1 has been openecl al the Beith 

Hatefutsolh in Tel Aviv and which already contains more than a 111LLION 

photocoples of birth, marriage and death ce1·lificates belonging to the 

Archives of Jewisl) communilies in Poland. All in all t11ese clocurnents give 

ev1dence of more than 5 rn i 11 ion Jews (their narnes ancl prof esslons et cet. ) 

who signed the documents in their various: f onct ions. 
It is Prof.Halbrecht's Intent ion to enlarge the clocurnentary material of the 

Institute by starting ,in the nearest future, to photogr·aph many more 

archives of Jewish communities 1,n Europe and l~orlh Afrlca and 
furthermore try to locate Jewlsh cemeteries in Easter-r, Europe, still in 

existence and photograph all their tombstones before their final 

deterioration or disrnentaling of the cemeteries by tt,e local authorities 

Prof.Halbrecht·1s also organizing WORLD FAMILY REUNIONS and so far 2 of. 

them (the Jaffe and Eiger families) have already mel in Israel last year and 

many more are p Janning lo gather in 1992 especially sephardic f arni lies 
which will hold their Reunions in Israel on lhe occasion of the 

comrnemoratlon of the Expulsion of the Jews from ::ipain in 1492. 

Prof Halbrecht's latest concern are tt,e family roots or the Jewish 
irnmiqrant frorn Soviet Russia/ As long as lhese irnrnigr-ants will not find 
their Jewish Roots they are able to remain''immigrannls/md not''olirn .. 
it is our duty·, he thinks, to 1·1elp thern to reestal>li sl·, their Jewish roots 
anrJ ttius to be relnte.grated 1nto tt,e Jewisl·1 Community in Israel In 

particular and elswllerealso/ 

• 
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Andrew Hoffman, Director 
Jewish Relationships 
Boy Scouts of America 
P.O. Box 15079 
Irving, TX 75015-2079 

Dear Mr. Hoffman: 

May 30, 1991 
17 Sivan 5751 

/ 

My heavy travel schedule precluded an earlier response to 
your letter of May 17 and the statement reaffirming the BSA 
commitment to religious principles. This I do regret. 

I have now had an opportunity to review the statement which 
will be presented to the BSA National Executive Board for 
approval a few weeks hence. It is a fine statement, done 
with sensitivity and I am pleased to add my endorsement to 
this document. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



iln'N m,n,~ 
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May 29, 1991 

To: F.die Miller 

Fran: Smitty 

Re. Boy Scouts 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
SERVING REFORM JUDAISM IN NORTH AMERICA 

PATRON OF HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 
838 FIFTH AVENUE. NEW YORK. N.Y. 10021-7064 (2121 249-0100 CABLES: UNIONUAHC 

YOUTH DIVISION 
Rabbi Allan L. Smith, Director 

I am in favor of Alex endorsing the statement. It is written and explained 
with sensitivity. 

/als 
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Ma_y 17, 1991 

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 
National Office 

1325 Walnut Hill Lane 
P.O. Box 152079, Irving, Texas 75015-2079 

214-580-2000 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

The BSA is in the process of reaffinning its long standing commitment to 
religious principles as an important part of Scout leadership and membership 
standards. 

The first step in this process is to solicit input and support from religious 
organizations (51% of all BSA units--Cub Scout packs, Boy Scout trooos, 
Varsity teams, and Explorer posts--are chartered to religious institutions). 

The attached position statement on religious principles is submitted for your 
review and comment. We would appreciate your sending a brief letter of 
support addressed to the Chief Scout Executive, Ben H. Love. Our intent is to 
take the final statement to the BSA National Executive Board on June 12, 1991 
for approval and reaffinnation. Therefore, we encourage your response by June 
1. Please send the letter to me and I will forward it to Mr. Love. --

cc: Ben H. Love 
Ron Moran vi 11 e 
Care.v Keane 
William McCleery 
Rabbi Peter ~yman 
Rabbi Donald Berlin 
Rabbi Gerard Ka.ve 
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REAFFIRMATION OF THE POSITION OF 
THE BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA ON 11DUTY TO GOD 11 

Resolved, that the following reaffirmation of the position of the Boy Scouts 
of America relating to 11 Duty to God" be, and hereby is, enacted and that the 
Bylaws, Rules and Regulations, and literature of the Corporation reflect this 
reaffirmation accordingly. 

In 1985, America celebrated the 75th anniversary of the Boy Scouts of 
America. Since 1910, 80 million Americans have subscribed to the Scout Oath 
and the Scout Law which have stood the test of time. 

The national Executive Board of the BSA proudly states, through its Mission 
Statement, that the values which the organization strives to instill in young 
people are those based upon the Scout Oath and the Scout Law. A Scout 
pledges: "On my honor I will do my best, to do my duty to God and my country, 
and to obey the Scout Law . . . 11 

The first Boy Scouts of America Handbook for Boys, published in August 1911, 
declares that 11 

••• no boy can grow into the best kind of citizenship without 
recognizing his obligation to God." (Page 215) 

The latest edition of The Official Boy Scout Handbook, published in 1990 
reads: 111 A Scout is reverent toward God. He is faithful in his religious 
duties. He respects the bel i efs of others. 1 11 

( Page 561 ) 

While not intending to define what constitutes be 1 i ef in God, the Boy Scouts 
of America is proud to reaffirm the Scout Oath and its declaration of 11 Duty to 
God. 11 

The following statements are additional information on the BSA position: 

The Boy Scouts of America has always been committed to the moral, ethical, and 
spiritual development of our youth. Scouting is not a religion, but duty to 
God is a basic tenet of the Scout Oath and Law. 

Scouting does not seek to impose its beliefs upon others who do not share 
them. Virtually every religion is represented in Scouting and the BSA does 
not define or interpret God. That is the role of the Scout's family and 
religious advisors. 

Scouting respects those who do not share its beliefs and it would not ask 
others to a 1 ter their faith in any fashion in order to become Scouts. They 
too are free to follow their own beliefs. Rather, the BSA membership believes 
that the principles set forth in the Scout Oath and Law are central to the BSA 
goal of teaching the values of self reliance, courage, integrity, and 
consideration to others. 

Scouting may not be for everyone, but for eight decades, Scouting has provided 
meaningful programs and adventure to more than eighty million young people in 
the United States. 

4652a 
5/14/91 -rl s 
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WARSAW GHETTO RESISTANCE ORGANIZATION 
122 WEST 30TH STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10001 

Tel : (212) 239-4230 Fax: (212) 279-2926 

August 20, 1990 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Thank you for your letter, and for your efforts to talk to 
Rabbi Sobel. 

To be honest, I am very much surprised in the way the matter 
in Temple Emanu-El is being handled. I cannot get a reason why we 
are being denied, and am just being told that the Board does not 
want us. I think it's a shame. At this point, I have no choice 
but to bring the matter to the Executive Committee, and tell them 
that our request was rejected by Temple Emanu-El. 

I thank you for giving us leads to other Temples, but they 
all are not large enough to handle the crowd. 

In your letter, you conclude by saying, "I look forward to 
hearing from you", so I'm answering, but I must say that I don't 
like my position right now in having to bring back the Board's 
decision to our Committee. 

I will be in touch with you. I know that your heart is with 
us. I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

(X:::{!:1:;t 
... 



HOLOCAUST AND JEWISH RESISTANCE SUMMER FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM 

Alun,ni Newsletter 
.___ ____ SUMMER 1990 __ ____ __ NUMBER 8 

Third National Alumni Conference 
Held in Washington, DC February 10 -12, 1990 

Nearly 330 teachers, survivors and 
scholars who have studied the Holocaust 
and Jewish resistance in a diversity of its 
aspects participated in the Third National 
Alumni Conference of the Holocaust 
and Jewish Resistance Summer Fellow
ship Program. As with the previous two 
conferences, we focused on Holocaust 
education in American public secondary 
schools. Internationally recognized aca
demics and writers sharing their insights on 
the Holocaust and Jewish resistance in
cluded Nobel Laureate Elie Wiesel, Pro
fessor Saul Friedlander from Tel Aviv 
University, Dr. Yehuda Bauer from the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Rever
end Hubert G. Locke from the Univer
sity of Washington, Dr. Deborah 
Lipstadt from Occidental College in Los 
Angeles and Professor Guy Stem from 
Wayne State University. 

The conference was sponsored, as is 
the summer fellowship program in Israel, 
by the American Gathering of Jewish 
Holocaust Survivors, the American 

Federation of Teachers, and the 
Educators' Chapter of the Jewish Labor 
Committee. The United States Holocaust 
Memorial Council was also a sponsor of 

the 1990 conference in Washington, DC, 
as it was for last year's conference. 

Continued on next page. 

~--' ·~----
Annual National Alumni Conference 
Teachers~StudyProgram in Israel 
Holocaust an wish Resistance 

Opening Session or 1990 Alumni Conference. At dais are Vladka Meed (standing) and (1-r) Prof. Saul 
Friedlander, Israeli Ambassador Moshe Arad, Harvey M. Meyerhoff, and Prof. Ylsrael Gutman. 

1990 Summer Fellowship Program in Israel Includes a Stop in Poland 
Seminar Will Travel from July 8 - 30 

This summer, our sixth group of teachers are going to have an intensive three-week program in Israel to learn about how the Holocaust and Jewish Resistance can be taught in American public secondary school classrooms. As we have done in our first five summers, the curriculum includes: Martyrdom and the Strnggle for Survival in Jewish History; The Final Solution; Resistance and Revolt; Spiritual Resistance; and TheAftemtath - Rebuilding Jewish Life after the Holocaust. 
Our teachers will be studying at two of the most prominent Holocaust study centers in the world, the Yad Vashem Holocaust Museum and Documentation Center in Jerusalem, and the Ghetto Fighters House of Kibbutz Lohamei HaGhetaot, founded by former partisans and survivors of Nazi ghettos and concentrations camps. 
For the first time, the program will include a three-day stay in Poland, where we will visit former Jewish historic sites in Warsaw and Krakow, including the site of the Warsaw Ghetto, the bunker of the Jewish resistance at Mila 18, the synagogue of the city, the monument to the ghetto fighters, and the concentration camps Auschwitz, Birkenau and Treblinka. Prominent historians and lecturers from major educational institutions within Israel, such as the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Bar Ilan University, Tel Aviv University and the University oi Haifa and visits to numerous historical sites within the country will round out this rewarding educational experience. 
A report of the experiences of the 1990 program in Israel will appear in the next issue of the Alumni Newsletter. 

~t►I' 
Sponsors: American Gathering and Federation of Jewish Holocaust Survivors• Educators' Chapter of the Jewish Labor Committee• American Federation of Teachers Atran Foundation• Scheuer Family Foundation• Ghetto Fighters House [Israel) • Yad Vashem [Israel) • University of Haifa [Israel) Edttor. Arieh Lebowitz 



Before the official commencement of 
the conference, teachers were able to 
visit the Capital Children's Museum, and 
take a special tour of an exhibition, "Re
member the Children," which explored a 
special sector of the victims of the Holo
caust. After receiving greetings from 
alumnus Fred Nauman ('86), Vi~P, Presi
dent of the American Federation of 
Teachers, we had a special screening of 
Debajo Del Mundo, an Argentinian 
film portraying the true story of a Jewish 
family that survived the Holocaust by lit
erally burying themselves in a small root 
cellar, remaining hidden for over a year. 
Stephen Goodell, of the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Council, gave a 
brief introduction to the film. The session 

At the opening session of the confer
ence, Program Coordinator Vladka 
Meed delivered greetings to all in atten
dance, as did U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Council Chairman Harvey M. Meyerhoff, 
Israeli Ambassador Moshe Arad, and 
Yad Vashem Research Center Director 
Professor Yisrael Guttman. 

Ms. Meed, who was introduced by 
alumnus Herbert Brodsky ('85), noted 
the palpable sense of excitement among 

' r 

was chaired by alumna Carol Woytowich 
('86). 

Alumna Carol Brown ('87) chaired 
another pre-conference session on "His
torical and Literary Resources to Teach 

l 

the Holocaust and Jewish Resistance," in 
which Professors Frieda Aaron from 
New York University and ~tephen Stein
light from SUNY at Plattsburg discussed 
aspects of the diverse material available 
in English (much of it translated) that 
attempts to put the experiences of 
Holocaust survivors onto paper. 

Professor Frieda Aaron (at podium), Professor Stephen Steinllgbt, 
and Carol Brown ('87) at Pre-Conference session. 

the participants who hailed from differ
ent states and diverse backgrounds. Nev
ertheless, Ms. Meed admonished, we 
would all be challenged during the con
ference - to learn, to share, and to re
turn home to teach the young of America 
the lessons of the Holocaust and Jewish 
resistance. Recalling with pride the 
achievements of those in the program to 
date, she reported that over 200 educa
tors "graduated" from the program, from 

32 states, and are now annually reaching 
over 40,000 students and others within 
their communities. The alumni are initi
ating curricula on the Holocaust and 
Jewish resistance, actively participating 
in state and community bodies, and shar
ing what they have done with their col
leagues. 

Mr. Harvey M. Meyerhoff, in his 
greetings on behalf of the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Council, told, among other 
things, about the development of the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum. He 
described some of the artifacts that had 
been collected in anticipation of the 
museum's completion in 1993. The 
institution's plans to make the lessons of 
the Holocaust relevant to the American 
people were also discussed, and Mr. 
Meyerhoff offered the hope that 
future alumni conferences will be 
able to be held at the museum's 
conference facilities. 

Ambassador Moshe Arad presented 
the greetings of the Government of the 
State of Israel. He emphasized the im
portance of this annual event, and the 
teachers program as a whole, "which 
links education and remembrance". As 
he put it, if a single word speaks for the 

Yiddish folksinger Rosalie Gerut performs at conclusion or Opening Session. 
Continued on next page. 
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Professor Saul Friedlander addresses Opening Dinner Session. 

Jewish historical experience, it is the He
brew word "zakhor," or remembrance. 
Historical memory for the Jewish people 
is an historical imperative. "If we cannot 
remember the past, we cannot face the 
future with confidence." 

Our guest speaker for the opening 
evening was Professor Saul Friedlander, 
who spoke on "The Shoah: Between 
Memory and History." Prof. Friedlander 
was born in Prague. As a young child, he 
witnessed the deportation of his parents, 
whom he never saw again. He survived 
the war by living among gentiles. Adopt
ing their way of life, he became a devout 
Catholic, and was even preparing to 
enter the priesthood. But histor~ had a 
different path for him. Saul Friedlander 
returned to the Jewish community and 
moved to Israel. 

Striking a theme that was heard 

On Sunday morning, the Reverend 
Hubert G. Locke, Professor from the 
University of Washington, spoke on 
"The Holocaust and the Church: Di
lemmas of the Dissenters and of the 
Bystanders." This session was chaired 
by Martin Lapan, Executive Director of 
the Jewish Labor Committee. In a very 
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throughout the conference, Prof. Fried
lander included within his presentation a 
discussion of problems relating to the 
changing political landscape in Eastern 
Europe, the Soviet Union, and the po
tential reunification of Germany. But 
first, he made the argument that 
while our knowledge of the Shoa is 
increasing considerably, our under
standing of the event is "still fee
ble" . We are facing something that 
we have enormous difficulty in grasp
ing. There is an inherent "opacity" of 
the events connected with the Shoa. 
This has often lead to the natural ten
dency to use conventional terms of 
reference in discussing and teaching 
about the Holocaust, such as "Holo
caust and Redemption," connecting the 
tragedy of the Holocaust with the re
birth of Jewish sovereignty in the ere-

subdued yet forceful presentation, and 
dealing in a balanced way, Rev. Locke 
presented the problems and dilemmas 
that confronted church groups and lead
ing individuals within the Catholic and 
Protestant churches with the rise of 
Nazism and their seizure of power. Fo
cussing primarily on individual clergy as 
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ation of the State oflsrael. But this di
rect interpretation, even within Is
rael, soon was found to be not 
compelling, even though it had a di
alectical appeal. 

The challenge, according to Prof. 
Friedlander, was how to represent 
something that resists representation in 
conventional terms. 

Touching upon recent events in 
Eastern Europe, the Soviet Union and 
both Germanies, Prof. Friedlander pes
simistically admitted that he held hope, 
hesitation and fear while examining 
these radical developments, including 
the overthrow of Communist govern
ments and the growth of national chau
vinistic tendencies in these regions, 
with their accompanying anti-Semitic 
undercurrents. 

Dr. Friedlander charged the audi
ence with the admonition that teaching 
about the Holocaust, which until now 
was an important topic to be included 
in the school curriculum, is today abso
lutely necessary for the teachers meet
ing in Washington and their colleagues 
"back home". 

The heady atmosphere engendered 
by Prof. Friedlander's presentation was 
followed by an uplifting musical pro
gram. Rosalie Gerut, our guest artist 
who is the child of survivors, share'd a 
number of folksongs with the audience 
in Yiddish, Hebrew and English, in
cluding some she had written herself, 
dealing with the Holocaust and Jewish 
resistance. And the teachers, survivors 
and assembled guests finished the first 
evening of the conference looking forward 
to the program to come in the next days. 

well as the institutions in which they 
served, he gave a penetrating analysis. 
Some did not come to the correct con
clusions, and either acquiesced to or col
laborated with the Nazis, while others 
did speak out courageously against the 
horror, often being persecuted for their 
words and actions. 

A number of teachers expressed 
specific interest in this presentation, 
due to their Catholic background and 
interest in the actions of the Church 
during this period. 
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Later that morning, Professor Debo
rah Lipstadt from Occidental College in 
Los Angeles and Professor Guy Stern 
from Wayne State University in Detroit 
spoke on "The American Press and the 
Coming of the Holocaust" and "Escap
ing the Holocaust: Refugee Writers in 
the United States," respectively. The ses
sion was chaired by Fred Nauman, Vice 
President of the American Federation of 
Teachers and alumnus of 1986. In his in
troductory remarks, Mr. Nauman de
scribed some of the books written by 
these academics on their subjects. 

Professor Deborah Lipstadt, author 
of Beyond Belief: The American Press 
and the Coming of the Holocaust,, en
gaged her audience with descriptions 
of the ways in which the American 
media either underplayed or selectively 
reported on the information that was 
being received about the destruction of 
the Jews of Europe. She contrasted how 
news about atrocities against Jews was 
covered when the source was Jewish -
i.e., connected to the victims - as op
posed to statements by German govern
ment officials, - i.e., the victimizers. 
Another point Prof. Lipstadt made was 
that the American press, which had been 
subject to manipulation by both sides 
during World War I, and had published a 
number of reports which later turned out 
to be erroneous, responded skeptically to 
reports of mass atrocities against Jews 

During the following brunch session, 
chaired by Ann Kessler, member of the 
Teachers Program Executive Commit
tee. Dr. Michael Berenbaum, Director 
of the United States Holocaust Mu
seum, described the philosophy under
pinning the exhibitions in the museum, 
and graphically "walked the teachers 
through" the museum, describing the 
ambiance and details that would con
front visitors to the museum upon its 
completion in 1993. 
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(L-r): Fred Nauman (chairing session), Pror. Deborah Llpstadt, Pror. Guy Stern 

received in the early 1930s and later. 
Prof. Lipstadt also gave examples of how 
news about the impending Holocaust 
was often "buried" inside newspapers, 
and how different newspapers across 
the United States placed news reports 
in places of differing priority within 
their pages. 

Professor Guy Stern, Distinguished 
Professor in the Department of Ro
mance and Germanic Languages at 
Wayne State, explored the literature 
written by refugees from Nazi Germany 
and the territories under its control. Re
ferring to a number of writers, many of 

Sunday afternoon, teachers from the 
five summer seminars in Israel led work
shops, in which they shared with their 
peers the ways in which they are imple
menting Holocaust and Jewish resistance 
lessons in their classrooms and commu
nities. The diversity of techniques and re
sources, as well as the similarities of 
approaches and challenges, was appar
ent from the four workshops. However, it 
was clear that the workshops were not as 
well-attended as in past years. We will 
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whom are relatively unknown because 
their work has not yet been translated 
into English, Prof. Stern stated that they 
presented difficulties to those who at
tempt to place this body of work within 
conventional categories. His comments 
resonated with echoes from some of the 
earlier presentations: these writers' works 
illustrate, in a distinctive way, the unique
ness of the Holocaust and the resource 
material with which we are to teach about 
it. However, we are confronted with the 
need to use this literature to explain, or at 
least transmit some information about the 
subject to our students. 

have to evaluate a number of proposals 
regarding the restructuring of this part of 
the conference program. 

The workshops dealt with four aspects 
of teaching about the Holocaust and 
Jewish resistance: 

The Holocaust and Current Events, 
chaired by Goldie Eldot ('88), from Duluth, 
Minnesota, and had as panelists Jane Levine 
Myerson ('88) from Kingston, New 
York, Lillie Gayle Smith ('89) from 

Continued on next page. 
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In a conference with many note
worthy moments, the Sunday evening 
presentation by Elie Wiesel, world-re
nowned writer, speaker and recipient of 
the Nobel Peace Prize, was clearly one of 
the highlights. The session was chaired 
by Roman Kent, member of the Teachers 
Program Executive Committee, who in
troduced Simcha Stein, representing the 
Ghetto Fighters House Study Center in 
Israel, as well as Grace Caporino, 
alumna of 1987, who gave greetings on 
behalf of the alumni. 

Program Director Vladka Meed, 
close friend, colleague and fellow survivor, 
gave a moving introduction to Mr. Wiesel. 

Among her comments were the 
following: 

"God has blessed you with many tal
ents, which you willingly share with oth
ers. Nobel Laureate, writer, scholar, 

philosopher, lecturer, teacher, but above 
all, Elie Wiesel from the Jewish commu
nity of Sighet, a survivor of the death 
camps, Auschwitz, Buchenwald, with the 
number A 7713." 

She continued. Mr. Wiesel ''became our 
our voice, the spokesman of our shattered 
past, the one who brought our anguish, our 
experiences, beyond our circle to the out
side world, where your words and your 
views have found a responsive audience. 
You openly stated that you are a passionate 
teacher. What you have learned and experi
enced in those dark times ... the teacher of 
your teachers never knew. 

"Our teachers and their students 
study your books; Night is the most read 
book in the schools on the Holocaust. Its 
beginning is seared into my memory: 
'Never shall I forget that night, the first 
night in camp, which turned my life into 

one long night, seven times cursed and 
seven times sealed'. 

"Each of us survivors goes through 
life with the memories of those nights, 
but not all of us are able to fmd the 
strength or the words to tell the tale in 
such a profound, moving way. In your 
many books, articles and essays, trans
lated into many languages, we feel that 
they contain a constant search for the 
survivor to fmd meaning in life, to con
tinue as a witness, but also to remain a 
believer in man. 

"While you always remember and 
demand that others remember our 
past, you are able to reach out to the 
present, to those who cried for help in 
Russia, in Bangladesh, in Cambodia 
and in South Africa. You found strength 
to plead with our own President Reagan 
not to go to Bitburg to honor German 
soldiers, among them SS murderers. 
At that time, you expressed our an
guish, our pain, in the name of 
memory. 

Continued on next page. 

Nobel Laureate and author, Professor Elle Wiesel, poses with alumni after addressing plenary session. 

Teachers' Workshops, cont. 
Kent, Ohio and Robert Thum ('87), 
from Dayton, Ohio; 

Spiritual and Physical Resistance, 
chaired by David Jenkins ('86), from 
Birchwood, Wisconsin, and had as panelists 
Matthew Minz.er ('89) from Great Neck, 
New York, Robert Schnurman ('87), from 
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Baldwin, Missouri and Karen Shawn 
('86), from Brooklyn, New York; 

Classroom Resource Materials, chaired 
by Sondra Melzer ('89), from Stamford, 
Connecticut, and had as panelists 
Mellanay Auman ('89) from Tucson, Ari
zona, Linda Calvin ('89), from Des 
Moines, Iowa and Ilene Karp ('88), from 
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Kendall Park, New Jersey; 
Classroom Participatory Strategies, 

chaired by Carol Danks ('87), from Kent, 
Ohio, and had as panelists Sheila 
D'Albert ('89), from Glendale, Califor
nia, LaRue Green ('87), from Houston, 
Texas and Alfred Hooker ('89), from 
Jacksonville, Florida. 
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"But, Elie, you have also brought to 
our lives so much pride and exaltation, 
in December of 1986, in Oslo, Norway, 
when you shared the Nobel Peace Prize 
with us. 

"Who can forget those days, full of 
excitement; the electricity in the air; the 
city, full of posters quoting your words, 
'The opposite of love is not hate, the op
posite of love is indifference,' and Egil 
Aavriek, the Nobel Prize Committee 
Chairman, saying: 'From the abyss of the 
death camps he has come as a messenger 
to mankind; not with a message of hate 
and revenge, but with one of brother
hood and atonement.' 

"You dared to carry this message to 
each of us, stirring in us compassion for 
the suffering of others." 

Speaking before the entire congrega
tion of participants, who were joined by a 
class of high school students from the vi
cinity, Mr. Wiesel explored the dimen
sions of the Holocaust and how it is 
being remembered - or forgotten - in 
the world today. To a rapt audience, he 
noted that the fall of the Berlin Wall, 
which made headlines around the world, 
coincided with the commemoration of 
Kristallnacht, the "Night of Broken 
Glass," which was virtually unmentioned 
in the press last November. 

Mr. Wiesel told the assembled gather
ing of teachers, survivors and high school 
students from Washington, DC, who had 
been invited to join the session, that "We 
are committed to truth. We could tell lies, 
and, often, we are tempted by lies, because 
people don't want to hear the truth. In our 
case the truth reaches so deep in our sub-
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Professor Elie Wiesel addressing plenum during 1990 Convention. 

conscious, and conjures such images, 
never succeeding in exorcising anguish, 
fear, bitterness ... so people don't want to 
hear that. And they would say to us, 
'please, tell us a lie.' But we are commit
ted to truth, as painful and as despairing 
as occasionally it might be. How does 
one convey truth? That is the problem 
that survivors have faced, and that is the 
problem that now you are facing." 

Looking at the rapidly evolving 
changeover from Communism to other 
political systems within various Eastern 
European countries, as well as changes 
within the Soviet Union, Wiesel also 
gave a note of caution. While "what is 
happening in Eastern Europe [i.e., the 

On Monday morning, the last day of 
the Conference, three Holocaust survi
vors gave firsthand testimonies of their 
experiences. Dr. Helen Fagin, Chairman 
of the Education Committee of the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council, who 
chaired the session, introduced: 

Alfred Lipson, a survivor of the con
centration camps, and currently editor 
of Together, the publication of the 
American Gathering of Jewish Holo
caust Survivors, who recounted his ex
periences while incarcerated and the 
impact of his liberation; 
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move from Communist rule to demo
cratic forms of government] is great, and 
how can we not applaud it,'' he warned 
that we must at the same time look with 
distress at the concomitant rise of 
conservatism, nationalism, and anti
Semitism. 

According to Wiesel, one of the most 
important things accomplished in recent 
years was the establishment of the Days 
of Remembrance observance, sponsored 
by the United States Holocaust Memo
rial Council. He is a founding ( although 
not current) member of the Council. 
Today, he added, every state in the 
union has a Remembrance Day. "This is 
a remarkable achievement.'' 

Samuel Gruber, a former leader of 
the anti-Nazi partisans, who escaped 
from the Germans and formed and 
commanded Jewish partisan groups 
which he led in the fight against the Nazis 
in the woods outside of Lublin; 

Knud Dyby, a Danish gentile, who was 
active within the Danish Resistance 
Movement, initially working in the supply 
of news, photos, weapons, intelligence 
and acts of anti-Nazi sabotage, spoke of 
his activities to rescue and transport to 
safety Jews, political refugees and allied 
airmen from occupied Europe. 
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Jeannette DiLorenzo, Chairman of 
the Educators' Chapter of the Jewish 
Labor Committee and Treasurer of the 
United Federation of Teachers (UFT), 
chaired the final brunch session of the 
Conference. John Hilgerson, 1989 alum
nus, gave the final greetings from the 
alumni for the conference. His warm re
marks to the organizers of the program, 
describing how Holocaust studies were 
being implemented in his community, left a 
lasting impression on those in attendance. 

Ms. DiLorenzo introduced Albert 
Shanker, President of the American Fed
eration of Teachers (AFT), who re
marked on the fact that the horrors of the 
Holocaust shattered the belief, generally 
held in the Western world, and specific
ally among democrats, that there was a 
continuing advancement of society in a 
democratic, humanistic direction. Mr. 
Shanker commented on the political and 

miration to the teachers who had "gradu
ated" from the teachers' program, and 
reiterated the commitment of the survi
vors, through the American Gathering, to 
help make education about the Holo
caust and Jewish resistance part of the 
curriculum in every school in the United 
States. He also expressed his anticipation of 
the moment when there would be 500 
alumni from the program. Mr. Meed. then 
introduced our last guest speaker. 

Professor Yehuda Bauer, Chairman of 
Holocaust Studies at the Institute of 
Contemporary Jewry at Hebrew Univer
sity in Jerusalem, gave an impassioned 
presentation on aspects of the Holocaust 
that have become part of "commonly 
held knowledge" on the subject, yet are 
not often described correctly. He also 
discussed some philosophical aspects of 
Holocaust studies that are central to the 
teaching of the subject. 

social changes in East I [ 
Germany, Eastern Eu ( I l 

{ nual Na!ional Alumni Co rope and the Soviet 
Union, noting that the 
end of Communist rule 
and the rise of democ
racy had been accompa
nied by a resurgence of 
nationalism\ and anti-Se
mitic outb~ts in such 
cities as Leipzig, Buda
pest and Leningrad. 

Commending the 
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number of aspects and angles to it, that 
you can view it from so many different 
sides, you can arrive at so many contra
dictory solutions, that simply to say 'we 
have to tell the truth' " is only the first of 
many stages. 

Prof. Bauer asked if i.he Holocaust is a 
phenomenon that we can understand. 
"Yes, there is a vicarious understand
ing." He went further. "If you take the 
Holocaust out of the context of human 
history, you are left with nothing ... it is 
possible to interpret and explain the Ho
locaust to the extent that any major trag
edy is explicable. 

"Could it happen again?" Yes, Prof. 
Bauer replied. He detailed his under
standing of why the Jews were the target 
of the Nazis, but stated that today, "it" 
could happen to anyone. And, he added, 
"anyone who believes that 'it' can happen 
should teach about the Holocaust". 

He told about the 

alumni of the summer 
fellowship program for 
their commitment to 

Professor Y ehuda Bauer addresses plenary session on closing day of conference 

attempt to rescue the 
Jews of Hungary, detail
ing the heroism of the 
well-known Swedish dip
lomat, Raoul W alle.n
berg, and the less-well
known Swiss diplomat, 
Schar Lutz. Noting that 
the efforts to secure the 
vast bulk of the over 
100,000 protection 
papers (4,500 of them 
being Swedish docu
ments) for Hungarian 
Jews were done by 

teach the story of the Holocaust and Jew
ish resistance, Mr. Shanker emphasized 
a similar dedication on the part of 
th~ AFT. 

Christopher Cross, Assistant Secre
tary of the United States Department of 
State, conveyed greetings to the alumni 
from Secretary of Education Lauro Cav
azos, demonstrating the commitment of 
the department to supporting the work of 
our teachers' program. 

Ms. DiLorenzo also introduced Ben
jamin Meed, President of the American 
Gathering and Federation of Jewish Ho
locaust Survivors, who expressed his ad-
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For instance: 1s the Holocaust 
"unique"? In what ways? Is it inside or 
outside of history? Can we understand 
it? Compare it to other events in human 
history? Was the Holocaust inevitable, 
or not? 

"We are not dealing with an issue that 
is clear-cut .... Our purpose is to tell the 
truth," he said, elaborating on a theme 
introduced by Elie Wiesel earlier in the 
program. "The problem is ... what is the 
truth? There are no black-and-white an
swers to that. Because any historical 
event, and certainly a tremendous trag
edy like the Holocaust, has such a large 
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members of the underground Zionist 
youth movement - whose names are 
generally unknown, although most of 
them are still alive, living in Israel -
Prof. Bauer concluded by stating that 
"I am very much in favor of remembering 
the righteous gentiles. Please, let us also 
remember a few righteous Jews." 

"We deal with a subject that could 
easily become the subject of myths. It is a 
thankless task, a difficult task, because 
you can never get headlines for what I 
would call truth as [easily as] you can get 
headlines for myths. So, the only way to 
fight it ... is by education." 
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The atmosphere at the 1990 alumni conference had an air of excitement, and a familiar feel about it. All of 
us felt uplifted, although at times subdued by the subject matter, but always enriched by our encounter with 
scholars, survivors and fellow alumni. The ability to talk together about each of 9ur experiences in the school 
environment, to share our successes and explore the challenges that still confront us in our efforts, all were part 
of the program. The fallowing lines are examples of the spirit of the conj erence. 

I thoroughly enjoyed being at 
the conference. I was filled with 
the love and concern that the 
survivors have imparted to us 
and I appreciate being a part of 
this special work and group ... we 
are like a big family. Thank you 
for making me part of the 
experience. If you can continue 
in the manner of this 1990 
conference, it will remain an 
outstanding service to all of us 
in our teaching. 

- Mary Ann McCue 

I thought the 1989 conference 
was wonderful and couldn't be 
surpassed - but you did it with 
the 1990 conference. It is 
important that we (participants) 
be exposed to people who are 
both academic and scholastic 
leaders as well as survivors. I 
particularly enjoyed the 
opportunity to meet with 
survivors - they, too, seem very 
interested in us, what we do and 
how we do it. 

- Judy DiRocco 
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The best part is the exchange 
of ideas with colleagues in 
informal sessions. Secondly, the 
lectures and evening talks, which 
really stimulated new ideas. 

Wiesel's speech was thrilling 
and I will use it as evidence of 
renewal and current appraisal 
by survivors. Also, I was 
impressed by Prof. Lipstadt's 
talk on how the press presented 
events .... an excellent way to 
get Holocaust issues into a 
media or journalism class. 

- Harriet Blechman 

The variety of speakers 
provided new information and 
new insight .... Their comments 
gave me a greater depth from 
which to work as I deal with the 
subject matter with my students. 

- Carol Danks 

The conference was 
marvelous .... Professor 
[Yehuda] Bauer's closing 
command to go, go and teach, 
after his stirring and 
informative lecture, left an 
indelible impression on me. 

- Lillie Gayle Smith 

It's doing a wonderful service 
.... All of the speakers were 
helpful for enriching and 
broadening my general 
knowledge of the Holocaust. 

- Karen Shawn 

Summer 1990 

This [ teaching about the 
Holocaust and Jewish resistance, 
and attending the annual alumni 
conference] remains one of the 
best things I do academically, 
and the survivors I have met 
have become a memorable 
part of the way I now see 
history. 

- Marjorie Bingham 

The overall spirit of the 
conference was inspirational, and 
it gave me renewed energy and 
determination to teach the 
Holocaust the best I possibly can 
.... It's a most wonderful learning 
experience! 

- Ruth Ann Cooper 

Meeting with fellow teachers 
from last summer's seminar and 
hearing about their efforts in 
teaching about the Holocaust was 
stimulating. I was pleased to see 
such a good turnout ... this is an 
indication of how much 
participants value this program. 

- Leslie Chan Springer 
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:. ' From Holocaust to Hope: One Program • 
ri"' ,,, - , ~ 

Ruth Ann Cooper, 1989 alumna and teacher at Carver Middle School in Tulsa, Oklahoma, shares one example of our alumni's ex
ceptional activities. The foil owing is excerpted from a letter recently received by Program Coordinator Vladka Meed. 

I had to let you know how tremen
dously successful my "From Holocaust 
to Hope" activity and unit has been. The 
activity was held on April 26, a rainy 
day, of course, so the afternoon Israel In
dependence Day celebration was held in 
the school gym. Sixth grade students and 
I set up a Holocaust museum which 
filled a large media center. Tables (24 ta
bles!) were covered with black paper, 
and exhibits, projects, book reports, and 
a special one for a memorial, were soon 
filling the entire area. Art, produced by 
the students, hung from the sides of 
every table we had. Time lines of the Ho
locaust spread out over bookcases, along 
with a suitcase filled with things which 
Jews might have taken with them when 
deported. A shovel had a card attached 
which told about the Einsatzgruppen and 
the places they operated in and the num
ber they murdered. A chart showing 
daily food rations for prisoners stood 
above a display of shriveled potatoes 
and dark bread. Nazi memorabilia, in
cluding a bar of soap with RIF stamped 
into it, a Nazi flag, actual snapshots 
taken in ghettos and 
camps which had been 
retrieved from German 
POWs, a picture of Hit
ler and Mussolini taken 
in April 1936, and Amer
ican uniforms made up 
one table. Pictures I had 
taken in Israel had been 
enlarged to show the Ave
nue of the Just and weap
ons used in the Warsaw 
Ghetto rebellion. 

But the real attrac
tions were the projects 
done by students. 
There were about 35 
models of camps, ghet
tos and the Secret 
Annex of Anne Frank. 
The camps were so so
phisticated I couldn't 
believe them. Several 
had been done accord-
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ing to scale as best determined by stu
dents from their research (with Dad's 
help, I'm sure, in many cases). They 
were built on huge slabs of wood or sty
rofoam. One particularly excellent one 
was a model of Sobibor. Each building 
was lettered, and a legend was printed 
to tell the identity of each. Miniature 
train tracks were added near the gate. 
The student came to me today and said 
he would like to donate it to the school, 
but he wanted to correct an error first. 
He had run out of time and only con
structed one fence around the camp, 
and there should have been two! He 
wants to build the other one. Tiny round 
"mines" had been placed outside the 
fences and holes had been drilled to 
hold them. It is wonderful! But there 
were many other great models, most hav
ing the train tracks and railroad cars. 
One student had used what he had avail
able, and one rail car had "Hires Root 
Beer" printed on the sides. I loved it! 
These were the best projects I have ever 
had. All of the student body visited the 
museum in the morning. Parents, school 

administrators, and many guests from 
the Jewish community came during the 
day. Some were survivors, and many 
were quite tearful as they looked at the 
students' work. 

A huge mural with poems and feel
ings written, along with illustrutions, cov
ered one wall. These all were responses 
to the video of The Hangman. One tal
ented sixth-grader had taken the copy of 
the camp and ghetto songs I had bor
rowed from [Vladka Meed] and re
corded them, played on a piano. We 
played this continuously, all day. In one 
corner, a TV NCR was set up, with a 
few chairs in front, and a video, To Bear 
Witness, also played continually. The 
chairs were used all day as people 
stopped to watch portions of it. The cen
terpiece of the exhibits was a specially 
draped table with six battery powered 
candles - the Fire Marshal wouldn't let 
us use real ones - with a banner saying 
"Because We Must Never Forget." Oh, 
yes, one display held a rag doll, baby 
shoes and blanket, and had a card telling 
that over a million children were mur

dered in the Holocaust. 
At 12:30 p.m., classes 

started going to the gym 

NCVER FOil 
, .,e, , NEVER FORG, 

for the [Israel Indepen
dence Day] festival. At the 
door, students were given 
Israeli "passports" which 
had to be stamped at each 
station. The stations were 
an archeological dig (wad
ing pools filled with sand 
and hidden "Middle East
ern" artifacts) and a fabu
lous Western Wall (big 
scenery flat painted to look 
like big sandstones and 
cracks between). The 
stagecraft person wouldn't 
let us poke holes in it to 

"f1 •t-

.._ · Jr.'.. 
~~ ... u 

,\·,... 

,· . ~ 

Exhibition at students' "museum" in Tucson, Arizona 

Summer 1990 

put prayers and wishes, so 
we used "Post-It" notes in
stead. The prayers were 

Continued on page 12 
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Joel S. Adelberg ('88), who teaches in 
Greenwich, Connecticut, reports that a 
small group of committed students were 
key in organizing a Holocaust Remem
brance Week program at the end of 

nwick, Northumberland, in Great Brit
ain. (For a description of the program, 
see Alumni Newsletter Number 7, Winter 
1989/1990.) 

*** 
April. "This was significant, especially Grace Caporino ('87), who teaches in 
considering the small number of Jewish Yorktown Heights, New York, was one 
students." A total of between 600 and of the judges in this year's National Writ-
700 students heard one or more of the ing on the Holocaust, sponsored by the 

English Curriculum". Grace also notes 
that her work designing a successful 
Masterwork Study Grant from the Na
tional Endowment for the Humanities, 
an advanced seminar on Holocaust film 
and literature, is enabling her and ten 
colleagues to study film and text with em
inent scholars in the field. 

*** 
four guest speakers who spoke to numer- U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council. She Charles Caputo ('87), who teaches in 
ous classes. Posters and signs were up all has been appointed to the Put- Burton, Ohio, shared the welcome news 
over the school, with quotes from chil- nam/Northern Westchester Teacher Tal- with us that a poem submitted by one of 
dren about the Holocaust. The school li- ent Bank for her work in "Teaching his students won the Cleveland Heights 
brary displayed a good number of the Holocaust and Jewish Resistance in the Jewish Community Center's Yorn Hashoa 
many books available on the.--------------------------. V'Hagvura Commemoration 
Holocaust and resistance, and Creative Arts Contest for high 
ran a videotape throughout the It Was a Cold, Cold Day in Warsaw school students. (See poem 
week. Greenwich High School Kevin Kessinger boxed on this page.) He and his 
Drama Students presented student, Kevin Kessinger, "have 
scenes from "I Never Saw An- It was a cold, cold day in Warsaw, responded with sensitivity and 
other Butterfly'' at the Green- as the snow started fa/ling again. understanding to the challeng-
wich Jewish community's The snow was as cold as ever, ing theme 'And Thou Shalt 
annual Holocaust Remem- but not as cold as the hearts of men. Teach Thy Children The Leg
brance. 

*** 
Herb Brodsky ('85), who 

works in the Harry S. Truman 
High School in New York City, 
told us that Alfred Lipson, for
mer concentration camp in
mate and current editor of 
Together, the newspaper of the 
American Gathering/Federa
tion of Jewish Holocaust Survi
vors, met with students in May 
at Truman High School, to 
conduct two sessions relating 
to his Holocaust experience. 
His presentation is one of the 
culminating activities in Herb's 
department, which has been 
working on Holocaust and 
Jewish resistance topics 
throughout the year. 

*** 
Lynn Bryce ('88), who 

teaches in St. Cloud, Minne
sota, is putting together the 
program for the 1990 St. Cloud 
State University's Workshop 
and Holocaust Study Tour of 
Poland and Germany. As in 
the past, it will be based at the 
SCSU Study Center in Al-
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For on this cold, cold day in Warsaw, 
the Jews were suffering hard. 
The walls around the ghetto, 
were covered with wires and shards. 

On this cold, cold day in Warsaw, 
Jewish children were hungry and cried. 
The parents had less than the children, 
and all of them slowly died. 

And on this cold, cold day in Warsaw, 
God's people were sent to the showers, 
So why were the Jews wearing yellow, 
When the Nazis were really the cowards? 

For on this cold, cold day in Warsaw, 
Millions sat idly by. 
They could not see their torture, 
They would not hear their cry. 

It was a cold, cold day in Warsaw, 
as the snow started fa/ling again. 
111e snow was as cold as ever, 
but not as cold as the hearts of men. 

Kevin Kessinger, a student at Berkshire High School in Cleveland 
Heights, Ohio, won the high school division writing award of the Cleve
land Heights Jewish Community Center creative arts contest. Kevin is a 
student in Charles Caputo's American history class. 

Summer 1990 

acy from Generation to 
Generation'." In recognition of 
his participation and achieve
ment, Charles was awarded a 
scholarship toward a Holocaust 
Education seminar at a local 
university; his high school is re
ceiving a plaque of honor high
lighting the names of student 
and teacher. 

Additionally, Charles has 
given presentations on "Teaching 
the Holocaust: Bringing Light 
into Darkness" to two commu
nity groups, and also spoken to 
three English classes on Anne 
Frank and the Holocaust. 

*** 
Ruth Ann Cooper ('89), who 

teaches in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
began a nine-week Holocaust 
unit at the end of February with a 
visitor from the Fenster Museum 
of Jewish Culture to give her stu
dents a broad overview before 
they receive the story in detail. 
Other guest speakers were 
planned as well. On April 26th, 
between Remembrance Day and 
Israel Independence Day, a spe
cial "Lessons of the Holocaust: 
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From Holocaust to Hope" program took 
place, which was followed by an Israel 
Festival in the afternoon. (See article, 
page 9.) 

*** 
Amelia Hernandez ('88), who teaches 

in Ogden, Utah, is very much involved in 
the Teachers' Academy, a group of 40 
teachers from across the state. In Janu
ary, she presented a paper on "Human 
Rights and the Holocaust," which is part 
of her work to propagate the teaching of 
the Holocaust within the Academy's 
teachers' classes. 

*** 

working with the Facing History and 
Ourselves foundation, travelling to vari
ous parts of the United States to facili
tate workshops for teachers. 

*** 
Ilene Karp ('88), who teaches in 

Staten Island, New York, brought stu
dents from her Holocaust and Literature 
classes to the Holocaust Remembrance 
Ceremony held at the office of the 
Staten Island Borough President in 
April. In addition to the Borough Presi
dent, a resident of Staten Island who sur
vived Auschwitz was a principal speaker. 

*** 

Lauren Kempton ('86) now works as 
Staff Development Specialist at Cooper
ative Education Services. She is working 
to coordinate interdistrict educational 
activities throughout Fairfield County, 
Connecticut, integrating the information 
she learned as a participant in the Holo
caust and Jewish Resistance Summer 
Fellowship Program in her work to ad
dress the growth of ethnic, racial and re
ligious tensions in the county. 

*** 
Rita Kimmey ('88), who teaches in 

Mt. Gilead, Ohio, did two in-service pre
sentations, each lasting two sessions long, 

Alfred Hooker ('89), who about the Holocaust, in Octa---------------------------. teaches in Jacksonville, Florida, ber and January; both were in 
will be lecturing on the Halo- What Have We Learned her school district. She has been 
caust to first-year undergradu- Brinoy Speth asked to do a whole day in-ser-
ates at the University of North vice on the Holocaust for an-
Florida this summer. This April, I saw a man. other district in the Columbus 
he gave two-week long sessions He screamed, he yelled, he hated. area. 
on the Holocaust and Jewish re- Destruction was his name. Last summer, Rita partici-
sistance to his four American His bigotry almost destroyed the world. pated in the Kent State Univer-
History classes. In May, he sity Holocaust Workshop, a 
began a six-week course at the I saw a fortress, four-day program held at the 
Jacksonville Jewish Community covered in barbed wire. University of Toledo. It is of-
Alliance, as well as a six-week It held captive the tortured innocent fered at several universities 
class at the community school behind its frigid stone walls. throughout Ohio. This summer, 
evening program at Lee High she is one of 15 alumni from 
School. At the end of the I saw a smokestack. this program who were selected 
school year, he reports that he It spewed forth noxious smoke, filling the air with the to go on a two-week trip to 
is teaching a two-week session putrid evidence of its crime. West Germany in June, and will 
as part of his A. P. European visit Bonn, Berlin and Ham-
History class. I saw a soldier. burg. They will also stop in 

*** 
Jimmie Robert Jones ('88), 

who teaches in San Antonio, 
Texas, has been active in estab
lishing a local four-day summer 
seminar for 25 area 8th - 12th 
grade teachers. "The Holocaust: 
Prejudice Out of Control" will 
be held at the beginning of Au
gust, and is cosponsored by the 
Bexar County Federation of 
Teachers, in conjunction with 
the Community Relations Coun
cil of the Jewish Federation of 
San Antonio. 

*** 
Joyce Kazanjian ('87), who 

teaches in Somerville, Massa
chusetts, reports that she is 
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He was sickened by what he had found. Donaueschingen, where they 
He infomied a shocked planet will attend a teacher training 
of his discovery. institute to see how West Ger

man teachers are trained in 
I saw a crowd. 
171ey linked am1S -
Black, White, Jew, Gentile, 
and cried for the end of intolerance. 

I see a man. 
He screams, he yells, he hates. 
Destrnction· is his name. 
His bigotry will conquor the world. 

Brinoy Speth is a sophomore in Poway High School, in Poway, Califor

nia. A student of Evan Holz ('85) , she is active in the model United Na

tions, and the California Scholarship Federation, and is interested in both 

JX>litics and medicine. 

Summer 1990 

dealing with and teaching the 
Holocaust. 

*** 
Mary Ann McCue ('89), who 

teaches in Kansas City, Mis
souri, will be studying at Oxford 
University in England for six 
weeks this summer; she won a 
scholarship from the local 
branch of the English Speaking 
Union. Mary Ann did a number 
of presentations about the Ho
locaust to students in her high 
school during the Days of Re
membrance week. She also re-

11 



ports that she has given similar presenta
tions to nearby Middle School for two 
days, four hours per day, on the Holo
caust and Jewish resistance. 

••• 

caust and Jewish resistance, and a gen
eral overview of her impressions, as a 
non-Jew, of the trip to Israel. 

tant inroad in teaching the Holocaust 
throughout the entire county." 

••• 
••• Leslie Chan Singer ('89), who .teaches 

Robert Schnurman ('87), who teaches in West Valley, Utah, was part of a 
Gerald Melnick ('87), who teaches in in St. Louis, has finished writing a Holo- group of six teachers who brought ap

Tinton Falls, New Jersey, was recently caust unit. He has presented the unit, proximately 400 of their students to an 
appointed as a consultant/trainer to Gov- with the assistance of Rabbi Robert exhibit on Anne Frank which "visited" 
ernor James Florio's Advisory Council Sternberg, Director of the St. Louis Cen- the city. There also were related units 
on Holocaust/Genocide Education. He ter for Holocaust Studies, and a local in the classroom on the subject. After 
also reports that a colleague and he were survivor, to 120 students in his school. the field-trip, Leslie taught three-week
awarded a New Jersey State Grant to es- This is the third year that Robert has long units on the Holocaust and Jewish 
tablish a Demonstration Site at their high presented this program to his students, resistance to her Sociology and World 
school for teaching ------------------------------ Studies classes of 
Holocaust studies to nearly 180 students. 
teachers in surround- • ** 
ing counties. Not only 
will they be available 
for teachers to visit 
them to see what they 
are doing, but they 
will be travelling to 
other schools and 
conducting work
shops for teachers on 
the Holocaust and 
Jewish resistance. 

*** 

the 
We note with sadness 

death of one of our alumni, 
Otis L. Bolden ('87), 

from St. Louis, Missouri. 

Paul Wieser ('88), 
who teaches in Glen
dale, Arizona, re
cently shared the 
news with us that for a 
fifth year his students, 
staging a play based 
on life in the Ghetto, 
were state champions 
in the competitions 
connected with Na
tional History Day. 

Carol Mendenhall The competition con-
('89), who teaches in tinues with students 
Perry, Ohio, used her from across the coun-
experiences during try convening m 
her time in Israel to Washington, DC, 
discuss the Holocaust ------------------------------ from June 6th 
and Jewish resistance in school. She also who are virtually all gentiles. "I honestly through the 14th. Paul also reports that 
spoke before the Canton, Ohio Rotary believe," he writes, "that we have he received a scholarship that will enable 
Club and the local Hadassah chapter, changed a good deal of bigotry in our him to travel to the Library of Congress 
sharing her experiences in Israel, dis- school system as a consequence of our in July, where he will explore Holocaust
cussing both her teaching of the Holo- Holocaust unit. I have made an impor- related material. 

stuck to the wall and included everything 
from "Please let me win the Ed 
McMahon Sweepstakes" to "Let no 
person in the world ever go hungry 
again." One station was Israeli 
folkdancing taught by a visitor from Is
rael. Another station had name tags 
for each student. A local Hebrew edu
cation director wrote each of their 

12 

names on the tags and then they were 
worn all day. In the middle of the gym, 
with a background of sheets hung over 
tall stands (the sheets were decorated 
with my Israeli souvenirs and posters), 
an assembly line of seven parents 
served nearly 700 felafel sandwi~hes 
and fruit punch! At each station, the 
passports had to be stamped in 
order for the students to receive a 
plastic Israeli flag upon their depar
ture. It was impressive to see the 

Summer 1990 

flags waving all over the school. 
... A TV station showed segments 

[ of this programming] for two days, a 
radio station played a part every hour 
with the news, and an evening paper, 
The Tulsa Tribune, carried a large cap
tioned picture of the museum the stu
dents set up. Yesterday, a truck came 
to move all the exhibits ( after we had 
packed them) to the Jewish Commu
nity Center to be displayed for two 
weeks. Isn't that super? 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK . N.Y. 10021 

Mr. Benjamin Meed 

August 15, 1990 
24 Av 5750 

Warsaw Ghetto Resistance Organization 
122 West 30th Street 
New York, NY 10001 

Dear Ben: 

(2121 249-0100 

Rabbi Sobel was in the city today for a funeral and I 
chanced to run into him. Thus, I had an opportunity to 
discuss with him your letter with regard to the use of 
Temple Emanu-El. 

While Rabbi Sobel is more than willing to host the 1991 
Commemoration at Temple Emanu-El, his Board of 
Directors has indicated they are unwilling to do so. 
There is little, if anything, he can do to change their 
minds in this connection. It is obviously out of Rabbi 
Sobel's hands. 

I have been giving thought to other locales which might 
be fitting. Temple Rodeph Sholom at 7 West 83rd Street 
has a large an beautiful sanctuary and also has the 
ability to pipe the program into a large auditorium 
located in the basement of the synagogue building. 
They are very close to Central Park and given good 
weather, a commemoration at Rodeph Sholom could also 
involve a possibility of piping the ceremony to a 
larger audience located outdoors. 

If you · wish me to pursue this matter with the leaders 
of Temple Rodeph Sholom, I will be happy to do so. 
That would undoubtedly be a fine location for the 
Commemoration. 

I look forward to hearing from you. Be assured I will 
seek to render any assistance I can with regard to the 
1991 gathering. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Rat' ,1 lexander M. Sch i ndler 
i,u n o f American Hebr ew c ongr egations 

83 8 Fifth Avenue 
e w Y rk, N.Y. 1 00 2 1 I 

l~ 

When I met you yeste rday, I briefl y dis s sed ur prob~em 
WJt Temple Emanu-El. 

Enclosed p l ease fi nd the exchange o f our letters , whi ~h I 
would appreciate your t aking the time to l o o k ver . I a lso rote 
a letter to Bob M rgenthau today, a c opy o f h 'ch I'm enclosing . 

I woul d appreciate h e ar i ng from you as to how o u cou ld 
help . 

Sincerely yuurs, 

J5i~, .. __ .. J~ 

( ~ j amin Meed 

• 
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WARSAW GH ET TO RESISTAN CE ORG ANIZATIO N 

122 WE ST 30T,.. STF=!EET. NEW YORK. N.Y 10001 

Tel: (212) 239-4230 Fa .11 . (212) 279-2926 

Rabbi Ronald Sobel 
Temple Emanu-El 
One East 65t h St r eet 
New York , Ne~ York 10021 

Dear Ra bbi : 

August 2, 1990 

( via FAX & Mail ) 

I just came back f r om a four weeks' trip where I 
accompanied, as a volunteer, 50 American teachers - Jews and non
Jews - t o study t he Hol oc aust a nd Jewish Resistance . We visited 
Poland a nd Israel where we were addre sse d by scholars, c l e r gy, 
r abbis a nd pr i ests r egarding t he i mplement ation of teaching about 
t he Holoc aust a nd Jewis h Re sista nce in public high schools . 

Upon my return, I was ve ry much s hocke d, a f ter having been 
informed that despite my pe rsonal visit with you and letter writing 
asking you f or permi ssion t o hold our Commemor ation in Templ e 
Ema nu-El on Sunday , April 7, 1991, that the a nswer to my letter of 
June 18th was given verbally over the phone that your Board turned 
down our r equest of holding the Commemorat ion in Temple Emanu-E l. 

Rabbi Sobel, in my letter of June 18th, I roade it c lear that 
a t this t i me we haven't any place to hold the commemoration, so I 
have no othe r cho ice but to appeal to you personally again to he l p 
us a nd reconsider the de c i sion of those who made it, and allow us 
t o hold t he Commemoration in Temple Emanu-El. 

Should there be a need of a meeting to discuss wha ever 
problems t her e may be, and I'm sure that they could be resolved, 
I would be more than happy to meet with you again. In any case, 
I would appreciate hearing from you directly. 

Sincerely yours, 
• 

Benjamin Meed 
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August 2, l 9GO 

Robert M Morgenthau , Fsq. ( via FA & Mail ) 

Dis rict At orney 
Ne Yt"'rlc County 
One Hogan Place, 18 4 
New York, New York 10 3 

Dear Bob: 

h n we met e dedica ion of the mon~ ~en , I wasp eased 
to l e arn f rom you that would hear ·rom Temple Eman1- 1 allo j ~ 

us to hold the Commemoration in the sane uiry i 199 . 

Un o r una e y, while I was away, my offic received a 
telephone call informing s tha the Bo rd tu.,..1 P ... dow1 our req..i.e- t. 
There£ re, I am enclosing a copy of a letter which I wrote today 
to Rabbi Sobel, al ong with previous ccp ~,., of correspo11 CP. 
between us. 

I would really appreciate your in erven i on 
as we don ' t have, at this late da e, any place 
Commemoration in 1991. 

Thank you fo r your h lp . 

I remain, 

incere l y yours, 

Benjamin Meed • 

our l°Je al , 
hold our 

l4l 002 
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W G ET O E I TA CE Tl 

122 WEST 30n-, S•REET NEW VORK N .,, '0001 

Tel 2121 239-4230 Fax· (212) ~79-2926 

Dr. M rk w. Weisstuch 
Director. 
congreqat1on Emanu-El 
One East 65th street 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Dr . eisstuch: 

June 1 cl, l ~ :.I J 

As much as I underst nd ho~ unple s nl ·twas for y?u anct 
Rabbi. Ron ld Sobel to conv y the mess g . to me regarding the 
decision made by the m mbers of the Board no t_ JT:MLl.b. s.fill_Ctuar L 
QL_Temple Emanu~E;l a_vi!_il ble _fQJ.: nn al NY Me -~..2.l..i.ts.u 
CQlDW.ittee'~ ~c,..,,o~ml!.!rnllie~-~-.:loU.A, I us sav that I was person~l 1 y shock 
by the message. Fo erson who has devoted hi elf to memory, 
your d c ision caused me great pain. 

Therefore, I would l i e to appeal erco 1 11:i •·v abb :ic.ibel, 
you and the memb s of the Board to reco sider our req1est . 

.I__would like you to b aware that_=,.___,.=-='-=--=== 
any place to hold the commemoration. 

Should yo r grievances whic promp ed you to flak~ sch a 
dec-1s ion be so serious, I would ppre i ate your advising s of 
t ese in de ail. 

I personalli wou d 
verbally o the Cammi ttee 
Rabbi ~oJ:,el, to return 
comme or~ions. 

not like to car y t.he me sage back 
who unanimous y voted, as t infer ed 
to Temple Emanu-El for our annu 1 

In the name of memory, I'm ppealing to you ore ons'd r 
your decision. 

Sincerely yours, 

• 
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WARSAW GHETTO RESISTANCE ORGANIZA TI ON 

122 WEST 30TH STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10001 
i3£N. /\IIII IN MCE:D 

Rabbi Ronald Sobel 
Temple Emanu-El 
One East 65th Street 

Tel. (2 12) 239•4230 Fax. (212) ?79-2926 

May 16 , 1990 

New York, New York 1002 1 

Dea r Rabbi: 

We were pr i vileged to have our annual commemorat i ons for 12 
years in the sanctuary of Temple Emanu-El. Thousands of people 
attended the commemorations, and it became symbolic that the 
community-at-large, and especially the survivors, woul d c ome 
together during the week of Remembrance at Temple Emanu-El. 

After four years of conducting our servi ces in the Felt 
FJ u , and most recent l y Avery Fisher Ha l l , we f ind ourse lves in 
a s t uation where the Felt Forum is under reconstruction , and Aver y 
Fisher Hall is not available to us due to previous commitments o f 
soheduled concerts. 

The Executive Committee met last week, and I made a proposal 
that we should return to Temple Emanu-El, which I personally think 
is a most appropriate place t o ho l d such commemorations. May I 
also say that when we start ed the commemorat i ons at Temple Ema nu
El, we were a unique group nationwide. Today, it i s being echoed 
throughout the country . It is also estimated that over a million 
people attended this year's conunemorat ions, including the nat i onal 
events held in the the Capi tol's Rotund a , Pent agon, St a t e D~pt. , 
Interior Dept., and every major military installa tion throughout 
the world. We hope that it wi ll cont i nue the s ame way i n the years 
to coJne. 

• 
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6 / 1990 

My visit with you today is to ask you t o make 1t pvssibl 
us t o hold our annual commemoration i n your sane 1.. ...tary o r: 
ay, April 7 1 1991. 

I promised the Executive Committee that I would IT'ee i r. 
discuss the matter, and come back to them with your decision . 

Dear Rabbi, I've put my thoughts i n writing in order to make 
our request very clear. I ' m s ure that you have compassion and 
understanding for your's a nd our cause, and that your nswer w i 1 

"' ositi ve. 

Benjamin Meed 

• 
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April 17, 1990 
22 Nisan 5750 

Prof. Bernard Reisman 
Director - Hornstein Program 

Prof. Gerald Showstack 
Faculty Coordinator 
Continuing Education Institutes 

Brandeis University 
Waltham, MA 02254-9110 

Dear Bernie and Gerry: 

I have had an opportunity to give thought to your request for 
nominees for the Sherman Seminar for Outstanding Young 
Professionals. Thank you for taking note of the fact that there 
were no names from the UAHC. 

It is a pleasure to correct this oversight and I am pleased to 
name two members of the UAHC staff. 

Rabbi Gary Bretton-Granatoor has been a member of the UAHC staff 
since his ordination from HUC-JIR in 1984. He started in our 
Youth Division and has served in several positions. At this time 
he is the Director of Interreligious Affairs and also an 
Assistant Director of the Commission on Social Action. 

It pleases me also to nominate Rabbi Lynne Landsberg, Assistant 
Director of the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism. Prior 
to corning on the Union staff, Lynne has served as Assistant Rabbi 
and Rabbi of several UAHC member congregations. 

I am enclosing herewith the vita for each and I presume that this 
letter of nomination will serve as my own letter of endorsement. 

With every good wish and warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Brandeis University 
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Rabb i Alexander M. 
President, UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex, 

:. () 

Schindler 
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April 3, 1990 

In a few weeks, we will be reviewing this year's applicants for 
our annual Sherman Seminar for Outstanding Young Professionals. 
In looking over the list of candidates, I note no nominees this 
year from UAHC. 

I want to afford you the opportunity to take advantage of this 
special program and nominate one of your agency professionals. 

This will be the sixth annual Sherman Seminar for Outstanding 
Young Professionals and will be held on the campus of Brandeis 
University, July 16-18, 1990 on the theme "Conflict and 
Collaboration in Jewish Organizational Life: Leadership for 
Effective Interagency Work." Faculty for the institute will 
include Irving Bernstein, past Executive Vice Chairman of United 
Jewish Appeal; Steven Nasatir, Executive Vice President, Jewish 
United Fund of Metropolitan Chicago; and Professors Bernard 
Reisman and Gerald Showstack of the Hornstein Program. 

This seminar has become a standard feature of the Hornstein 
Program's schedule of Continuing Education Institutes. It is 
aimed at bringing together young professionals in the field of 
Jewish communal service who display exceptional promise as 
communal leaders. To participate in the seminar, candidates must 
be nominated by the director of their agency or organization, 
have served in the field between five and ten years, and have 
demonstrated significant potential for professional growth. 

Nominations, including a vita and letter of endorsement by the 
agency director, must be submitted by April 18, 1990 and are 
reviewed by an academic committee. Full scholarships are 
available for twenty-five participants covering tuition, lodging 
and meals. 

If you wish to nominate someone on your staff, please send the 
name to us together with a letter indicating the basis of your 
recommendation and the candidate's vita. 

Pro 6 d Reisman 
Director 
Hornstein Program 

Sincerely, AJ g( ,~A 

--~ . Geral ~~s 
Facu y Coordinator 
Con inuing Education 
Institutes 

ck 
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PROFESSIO~AL EXPERIENCE : 

RAC ➔➔➔ AL & ALEX 

Lynne Fredya Landsberg 
611 Lexington Pl., N. E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 
202- 547 677 8 (home) 
202 -387 - 2800 ( office) 

Associa te Director, Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism, Washington, 
r,' August, 1Y88 - present 

'Q • '~ House of Israel , Staunton, VA, August 1984 - J~ly 1988 

~ Lb~, Congregation Beth El, Harri sonburg, VA, August 984 - July 19 88 

A~~o~iate Rabbi, Central Synagogue, ~ew Yo k, NY, 1981 - 1984 

~9S l Rabbinic Ordination, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, 
ew York , New York 

1979 11aster of Arts in Hebrew Literature, Hebrew Union College -Jewish 
Institut" e of Re ligion 

l976 Master of Theological Study. Harvard University Divinit-f School 

1973 Bachelor of Science , Education, Boston U ·vers ity 

PROFESS IONAL ACTIVITIES· 

Executive Boa.rd Member, wa.sbingtor, Inte:.-resligi ous Sta.ff Council, 1988 - present 

Member , Board of Directors, Re igioas Coaliti n ~or Abortion Rights, 1988 -
present.:. 

Execu tive Board Member, Natio-ru;.l I!-iPACT , 19 88 - present 

Co-Pres ident, ~omen's Rabbinic Network, 1986 -19 89 

Secretary , Mid -Atlantic Council, Central Conference of American Rabb is, 1986 
- 1988 

Adjunct Professor , University of Virginia, Religi on Department, 1 986 • 1987 

Memb~r , Central Con£erence of American Rabbis, Committee on Patrilineal 
Descent, 1986 - 1988 

Member , Cener~l Conference of Ar.1erican R~bbis, Committee on Rabbinic Standards, 
1984 - 1986 

Member , Jewish welfare Board, Commission on Jewish Chaplaincy, 1982 - 1988 

141002 
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l'vl.ember , Advisory Board, Jewish wo:nen' s lil ~source Ceni..er, N@w York, !)i"y, 1982 
19% 

Member, Execut1. ve ColllIUitree, Gertr:iJ Con-"'!=>r"'n,.."' o:!: Amer• r.l"n Rabbis , 1982 - 1984 

M.ember, J ewish/Lut:.¾era.n(Roman C's.t"b.n, ic 1:0 l, ,:,o,~1 ·Jl!!, ';• ,,,_y::noo.,.. Ec1.!men.ical 
lnstitute, 19 81 1984 

COM'MDNAT ACTIVI IES: - • -
Secretary. Democr~tic Committee. Cit:y o-"' Stau~t~r ~~, 1985 - 198 8 

Actor , D~~eccor, Produce r, Our Litt:e Raio Show, w"MRA, fublic Broadcasting 
t;i •( ::. , 1987 • 1988 

P:::oc:.uc~r- and Host' nr.on.s'idei- '!1->•s n 'ilM.RA Pi.!b1;c ~rn,dca.~-:.;,.., 6 R.,i. i o. 
?.rr sbur5, v~ 1988 

~en:ber, harr1.sonburg-Po~ ir.g>-:.:..."' Ass0 ;,- ...., of CLu:r"'~~s a.,rl CC'~grP-gati ons, 1984 
- 1988 

.effi~er , Staunron Fine Arts Association, 1984 • present 

~·• .:.sh Chaplain, West •::n ... --;s,+ e t:i" • .,~ ta. 1 • S-:,o -~rr, ·;,;_, 19"1"1 - 7.98:.. and 1984 -
p resenr 

JawL.,"1 Cnaplain. Staunton CorrectioDa.1 Ce.ite , S::auntoo., VA, 1980 • 1 981 and 
l.lJ3~ • J:.,-l'"E'T1 ::-

1 CJ88 

The 'T'oda_y Show, NBC-TV. ~•arch 1988 

• 
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RESUME 

Rabbi Gary M. Bretton-Granatoor 
351 Eleventh Street 

Brooklyn, NV 11215-4010 
718-768-7125 

DATE OF BIRTH: JULY 20, 1956 
MARITAL STATUS: MARRIED 

SPOUSE'S NAME: MARIANNE J. BRETTON-GRANATOOR 

CHILDREN: SAMANTHA ARIEL D.O.B. 2-24-87 

EDUCATION 

JACOB DANIEL D.O.B. 3-24-90 

Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion 
New York Campus, Rabbinic Ordination, May 1984 
Rabbinic Thesis: "An Analysis of Hasda i Crescas' 
Bittul Ikare HaNotzrim ( A Refutation of the Root 
Principles of the Christians): A Study in Polemics" 

Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion 
New York Campus, M.A.H.L., October 1982 

Sarah Lawrence College, New York, B.A. with concentration 
in Philosophy and Comparative Religions, 1978 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Director, Department of Interreligious Affairs and 
Associate Director, Commission on Social Action 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
January 1990 - Present 

Associate Director, Commission on Jewish Education and 
Director of Adult Jewish Studies, UAHC 

1987 - 1990 

Associate Director, New York Federation of Reform 
Synagogues, UAHC 
1986 - 1987 .. ~ 

Assistant Director, New York Federation of Reform 
Synagogues, UAHC 
1984 - 1986 

PULPIT EXPERIENCE 

Rabbi, Chavurah Beth Chai, Mahopac, NY (Monthly Pulpit) 
1987 - Present 
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RESUME - RABBI GARV M. BRETTON-GRANATOOR 

Temple Beth Shalom, Reform Congregation of Puerto Rico 
(Quarterly Visits with High Holydays) 
1986 - Present 

Guest Rabbi, Temple Sinai, ~~tamford, CT 
(Sabbatical Replacemen~) 
February and March 1987 

Temple Emanu-el, East Meadow, NY 
High Holydays, 1985 

Central Reform Congregation, St. Louis, MO 
High Holydays 1984 

Temple Beth-El, Elizabeth, NJ 
Student Pulpit, 1982 - 1984 

'I 
SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDEN9E .',,::i 

·~ .. }' • 1 "1l 

National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods District #3 
Albany Convention: "The Jewish Family" 1988 

Central Reform Congregation, St. Louis, MO 
"Religious Commitment" 1986 

Temple Beth Shalom, Reform Congregation of Puerto Rico 
"The Future of Reform Judaism" 1986 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE (Highlights) 

"Religion: Balm or Bomb" New York University School of 
Continuing Education, 1989 

"New Modalities of Adult Learning" National Association 
of Temple Educators, Miami Conference, 1989 and 
Coalition for the Advancement of Jewish Education, 
Seattle Conference, 1989 

"Joseph and His Family" Central Synagogue, NYC 1989 

"Fundamenta 1 ism in Re 1 i g ion" NYU Schoo 1 of Continuing 
Education, 1988 

"Judaism and Christianity" NYU School of Continuing 
Education , 1988 

"Religious Law in Ritual Circumcision " HUC-JIR / UAHC 
Berit Mila School 1987 

2 



RESUME - RABBI GARY M. BRETTON-GRANATOOR 

LECTURES 

"Jewish Ethics" Central Synagogue Adult Education 
Program, Central Synagogue, NYC 1986 - 1987 

"Jewish Ethics" HUC - J IR Schoo 1 of Education, Queens 
Center, 1986 

"Judaism and Christianity" HUC - JIR School of Education, 
Long Island Center, 1986 

"The Laws of Kashrut" NYU School of Continuing Education, 
1986 

"The Jewish Life Cycle" Congregation Shaaray Tefilah, 
NYC, 1985 

"Teaching the Adult Learner" and 
"Teaching About God in the Classroom" 

Various Conferences including: UAHC Boston Area 
Education Conference, Westchester Association of 
Temple Educators, NATE Conference, 1987 - 1989 

"Our Problem with God" The Conference on Spirituality, 
NYFRS, 1986 

"Spirituality in Reform Judaism" Congregation Beth 
Elohim, Brooklyn, NY, 1985 

"Religion in Contemporary Life" Union Temple Brooklyn, 
1984 

"How Reform Keeps its Youth in the Fold" Metropolitan 
B'nai B'rith Annual Conference, 1984 

CAMPING AND YOUTH EXPERIENCE 

UAHC Kutz Camp, Rabbi~ni ,c Fac;:ulty, 1988 - Present 

NYFRS Mitzvah Corps Program for Deaf Teenagers, Director 
1982 - 1987 

Director of CRaFTY (NYC Region of the North American 
Federation of Temple Youth), 1980 - 1982 

Judaic Studies Specialist and Unit Head, UAHC Eisner 
Camp, Great Barrington, MA 1981 

Youth Director, Temple Emanu-El, Yonkers, NY 1974 - 1976 
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RESUME - RABBI GARY M. BRETTON-GRANATOOR 

PUBLICATIONS 

"Peer-Guided Adult Education" Pedagogic Reporter, Spring 
1990 

"Directions for Adult Jewish Study" :~P:?, 1989 

Editor, William and Francis Schuster Curriculum 
Guidelines on Adult Jewish Study, UAHC Press, 1989 

"Love and Holiness" Keeping Posted, Spring 1989 

"Adult Jewish Study" Compass Magazine, Spring 1988 

"Our Problem With God" The American Rabbi, 1987 

PUBLIC EDUCATION < I 
,I 

ACTIVITIES 

"'/ 

Instructo'~,: of 
College, 

Lighting and Set Design, 
Bronxville, NY 1978 - 1979 

Sarah Lawrence 

Technical Director of the Workshop Theatre, Sarah 
Lawrence College, 1978 - 1979 

Dean, Rabbinic Aide Program, UAHC 1989 - Present 

Staff Director, UAHC Ethics Committee, 1987 - Present 

Staff Director, BerltMi~ Board of Reform Judaism, 1987 -
Present 

Staff Director, Interreligious Affairs Committee, UAHC 
1990 - Present 

Director, Task Force on Cults and Missionaries, UAHC 1990 
- Present ~ 

Member, International Jewish Committee on Interreligious 
Consultations, 1990 - Present 

Member, Interreligious Affairs Committee, Synagogue 
Council of America, 1990 - Present 

Advisory Board, Street News, NYC 1989 - Present 

Chair, Interfaith Assembly on Homelessness and Housing, 
New York City, 1985 - 1988 

4 



RESUME - RABBI GARY M. BRETTON-GRANATOOR 

Member of Board, Homes for the Home 1 ess, NYC 1986 -
Present 

Member of Alumni/ae Board of Sarah Lawrence College, 
Bronxville, NY 1986 - 1988 

Member of Tri-State Economic Network, NYC 1985 - 1988 

President, Rabbinic Students' Association, HUC - JIR, 
1983 - 1984 

ACADEMIC AWARDS AND HONORS 

Horace J. Wolf Prize in Social Justice, 1984 

Rabbi Jacob Philip Rudin Award in Homiletics, 1983 

Stephen S. Wise Memorial Award for General Excellence, 
1982 

Jacob Trachtenberg Award in Talmudic Studies, Emanu-El 
Center, Mt. Vernon, NY 1981 

References Furnished Upon Request 
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Rabbi Gary M. Bretton-Granatoor 

Rabbi Gary M. Bretton·-Granat·oor is the Director of Interreligious 
Affairs -at the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, and the 
Associate Director of the Commission on Social Action of Reform 
Judaism. He has most recently served as the Associate Director 
of the Commission on Jewish Edu·cation and the Director of Adult 
Education for the UAHC Department of Religious Education. 

A graduate of the New Y·ork ·campus of the Hebrew Union College
Jewish Institute of Religion, he is a Lecturer at the New York 
University Scho·ol of Continuing Edu·cati·on and was a member of the 
faculty of the HUC-JIR School of Education as Lecturer in 
Intertestamental Literature and Jewish Ethics. Rabbi Bretton
Granatoor serves as Rabbi at Havurah Beth Chai in Mahopac, N.Y. 
and at Temple Beth Sholom in San Juan, Puert·o Ric·o; he has served 
at Central Reform Congregation in St. Louis, Missouri; and Temple 
Beth-El in Elizabeth, New Jersey. 

Rabbi Bretton-Granatoor also serves as the Dean of the UAHC 
Rabbinic Aide Program and serves as Staff Director ·of the UAHC 
Committee on Ethics, as well as the Staff Director of the Berit 
Milah Board of Ref·orm Judaism. He previously served as Ass·ociate 
Director of the New York Federation of Reform Synagogues, one of 
the thirteen regions of the Uni·on of American Hebrew 
Congregations. He was the Director of the New York City Region 
·of the North American Federation ·of Temple Youth (NFTY) . He 
designed and led a special program for deaf Jewish youth known as 
the NYFRS MITZVAH CORPS. 

He served on the Alumni Board of the Sarah Lawrence College, and 
was the founding Chair of the Interfaith Assembly on 
Homelessness and_ Housing, and is currently a member of the Board 
of Homes -for the H-omeless in New York City and Street Aid of NYC. 

Recently he produced and arranged the North Ame·rican Federation 
of Temple Youth's latest ·compilati·on of musi·c entitled "Fifty 
Years in the Making" on which he is also a featured performer.· 

Gary Bretton·-Granat·oor is married t ·o Marianne Bretton·-Granatoor, 
a native of Pacific Palisades, California:. Marianne Bretton
Granatoor is an attorney in Manhattan. They have a daughter, 
Samantha Ariel, and the family resides in Brooklyn, New York. 

biostaff.adb 
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National Projects 
Nat'l Hotline Network 

FA Support Groups 
Anti-Censorship Project 

FA Legal Task Force 
Media Outreach Project 

FA Communications 

co-founders 
Richard Yao, Esq. 
James J.D. Luce 

Executive 
Committee 
Joan Arnow 

Swig, Weiler & 
Arnow 

Henry Luce m, 
The Henry Luce 

Foundation 

Natfonal 
Advisory Board 

The Rev. Dr. Ruth 
Tiffany-Barnhouse, 

M.D., 
Perkins School 

of Theology 
Rev. Arthur Caliaodro, 

Marble Collegiate 
Oiurch 

Dr. Richard Childs, 
M.D., 

Psychiatrist 
Dr. Henry Coffin 

Everett Ill, M.D., 
Psychiatrist 

Gary Crawford, Esq. 
Skadden, Arps 

Thomas Fontana 
Tattlnger's/ 

St. Elsewhere 
Bishop Paul Moore, 
Episcopal Diocese 

ofNewYork 
EdwardP. Morgan, 

In The Public 
Interest Radio 

Rev. Dr. David OSboro, 
North Shore 

Unitarian Church 
Dr. Roger Plantikow, 

Institutes of 
Religion & Health 

Rev. Dr. David Raokln, 
Fountain St. Church 
Dr. Frank Riessman, 

National Self-Help 
Clearinghouse 

Rev. Dr. Donald 
Shriver, 

Union Theological 
Seminary 

Rev. Dr. George 
Webber, 

New York Theological 
Seminary 

- - - ------------ --------------

1989 

M. Schindler 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 11021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

We greatly appreciate your supporting us in 
our recent effort to combat IRS harassment. 

Our battle was waged on several fronts. We 
had top clergy write letters to the IRS in support 
of FA's work. The offices of prominent senators, 
congresspersons and politicians were notified. And 
we had our national media contacts primed to report 
the story had the IRS followed through with their 
threat to send their marshals to seal off our 
national office. 

Thanks to you and our other friends and 
supporters, we not only got an installment payment 
agreement on our terms, but the head of the IRS 
Manhattan office sent us a written apology for the 
"unprofessional" behavior of his subordinates! 

In case you missed The New York Times Magazine 
article on the history of politically-motivated 
harassment through use of the IRS, we have enclosed 
a copy. After reading it, we are even more 
convinced that the IRS is being manipulated to 
paralyze or destroy FA. 

With your help, we taught them that FA will 
not take it lying down. In a time of crisis, you 
proved to be a true friend of FA and we will not 
forget it! 

Sincerely, 

(larU. 
Richard Yao Luce 

LTF2 : IRS -Supporters Ltr - 9/2 0/ 8 9 
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Tax officials, on their own or under 

pressure from the ouse,have 

used the agency for po.■tical ends. 

By David Burnham 

PETER K. BROS - CHIEF OF THE RULINGS 
section No. 2, exempt organization techrucal branch of 
the Internal Revenue Se!"Vlce, in Washington - was 
respond.mg to an application for rax-exempt status. 
Some months earlier, the Minnesota Association for 
the Improvement of Science Education had applied for 
such status, including in its statement of pur1)0se the 
desire to encourage the continued "teaching or evolu
tion m the public schools as the only recognized sc1en
t1f1c theory of the origin of life on earth." 

In his Oct. 23, 1981, letter, Bros seemed personally 
affronted by lhe request. "When you advocate that 
'evoluuon' should be taught in the schools, state 
spec1f1cally what you mean by 'evolution· or what 
'theory of evolution' should be taught," Bros wrote. 
"What gives you the standmg or the prerogative to 
deem certain version[s} of the origin of life on 
earth as pseudo-scientific? Why are you opposed to 
permmmg the granting of equal time in school curricula to the teaching 
of the theory of creationism?" 

Sister Lucy Knoll, a science teacher in the Roman Catholic school sys
tem of Minneapolis who was also the association's secretary, understood 
the power of the I.R.S. and its individual bureaucrats. Within two weeks, 
she dispatched a low-keyed, six-page response to Bros's questions. 

"The pseudo-scientific versions of the origin of life on earth," she In-

David Burnham 1s a former New York Times reporter. This article Is 
adapted from his book "The 1.R.S.: A Law Unto Itself," to be published next 
January by Random House. Copyright© 1989 by David Bwrrt.ham. 
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TARGETS 

CRITICS 
Senators Joseph M . 

Montoya, left, and 

Edward V. long, 
below, both headed 

cc.mmlttees critical 
of the r,.R.S. 
Information about 

them leaked to 

the press by the 

aeency subsequently 

short-circuited 
their careeri.. 

Clvll right~ leader Martin 
Luther King Jr., left, 

and llberal Southern 
pubilsher Hoddlng 

Carter, right, were 

among these targeted 
for I.R.S. scrutiny In 

the 19S0's and 60's. 

F.D.R. '5 TOUCH 
The lnffuonce of 
Fra."\klln D. R-11.at. 
left, helped Lyndoll 

B. Johnson when 
the agency was 
investigatln& L,B.J. 
But the RooHvelt 
Administration had 
used the aa;ency to 
harau ex-Treasury 
Secretary Andrew 
Mellon, below. 

The I.R.S., which in rudes on more mericans than any other Federal agenc 

26 

formed the tax man, "are those that are derived{rom other 

than scientific data. Pseudo-scientific versions are put for

ward by numerous groups in our society, especially by reli

gious fundamentalists whose views of what the Bible 

teaches are contrary to those of modern science." 

Sister Knoll's formal response to Bros was dispassionate. 

But the complaint she wrote to Roscoe L. Egger Jr .. l.R.S. 

Commissioner during most of the Reagan Administration, 

had a different tone. "The letter from Mr. Bros is partisan in 

the extreme and expresses his hostility toward the scien

tific view of the origin of life on earth," she informed Egger. 

"The questions he asks a,e those one might expect from a 

totalitarian regime." 
Sister Knoll demanded the association's request for tax 

exemption be assigned LO another official. She and the as

sociation's board meml}e,s also shol ofr angry letters lO 

their Congressmen, who contacted the l.R.S. A few months 

later, the association was granted tax-exempt status. 

In the grand tradition of _g,eat bureaucracies, the I.R.S_ 

blandly insisted that it had all been a misunderstanding. 

Bros's original response, the agency said, was merely in

tended to make sure that the association was presenting a 

"full and fair exposition oT the facts" of the case. 

Although Sister Knoll and her colleagues won, in man_y 

ca.;es the -personal views of !.R.S. officials nave deter

mined how the tax.agency.Interpreted tax laws. The result: 

The I,R.S .• which regularly irutudes on the lives of more 

Americans -than any other Federal aiency, bas arguably 

become -the single m~t po·. uful instrument -of SOcial 

comrol in the United States, deciding on a wide range of 

matters that are far removed from the collection of taxes_ 

The power of the LR.S. is based on a number of factors: 

• Size. With 123,000 employees, the !.R.S. is the largest Fed

eral law-enforcement agency. It is generally acknowledged 

.as the greatest tax-collection system in the world, bringing 

to the United States Treasury an annual $1 trillion from 200 

million taxpayers. 
• Information. It is a truism that the institution with the 

most information usually has the most power, and the I.R_s. 

has a computerized national data base unmatched by any 

other Federal agency. Today, with the help of h~h-speed ~ 

computers, information presented by taxpayers on their i0r 

come tax returns is compared with the billions of !lits o£ 

data given the I.R.S. by the nation's employers, banks, cor

porations, universities. car de:!llers, state tax agencies, real

estate agents and other assorted record keepers. To coltecs. 

the information it deems necessary, lhe l.R.S. has the power 

to order - without a warrant - banks, employers and olber 

ir.stitutions to provilie clata about a taxpayer. (Ail -OlbeE

Fecteral, stare and local police forces are required toQbtu 

a warranttoget such information;) 

• Legal authority. One unique Ut.S, weapon is ir.s independ,: • 

ent authority to impcse ti.vii penalties. ff a t.n~yer feels 

·the ~nalty 1s not justified, !'le can c..'J<l;;enge it. bilt ~I.\Se 

of Ute special nature et civ';J .~ la:1,V, the legal bt!tden .A' 

proYi.ng his innocence ,~~ atwaj,"li rests wirh b.im.. T::1!5 

~u:-.... sts wHh criminal c=,;. inJ,l.hl::t\ the hur&m at~· 
mg ,he Sl!Spect'E guilt rest. ;A:tl th'e~Y;:frmr,ent; • • 



may be the most powerful ins 
The I.R .S. can grant or refuse tax-exempt srntus to vari

ous kinds of educational and charitable organizations, 
which means the agency's decisions can affect a broad 
range of social activities, including the practice of religion, 
the role of private schools, the availability of b1rth--control 
counseling, and the right of various groups to present their 
sometimes unpopular views. 

Furthermore, the l.R.S. is empowered to make a "jeop
ardy assessment" - that is, without prior approval of a 
Judge, co seize the assets of any taxpayer who, it believes, 
m1ghl be contemplating flight. In fact, a Federal law makes 
it extremely difficult for Federal judges to enjoin the 
agency from making such a seizure. 
• Complexity and ambiguity of tax laws. The Revenue Code 
of the Unned Slates, the law that is passed by Congress, is 
printed on some 2,200 pages. The l.R.S. regulations inter
preting the law require an addiuonal 7,600 pages. 

Last year , Money magazine asked 50 tax preparers to 
complete the tax return of a hypothetical couple with three 
children who earned a combined salary of $100,000. The 
make-believe family's investments included stocks, mutual 
funds and corporate and municipal bonds, as well as a sec
ond home that was occasionally rented out. 

The 50 tax pros came up with 50 different tax bills. When 
the magazine conducted the same survey with 50 other tax 
preparers this year, the confusion was even greater. 

The confusion extends to l.R.S. agents as well. A 1987 
study- conducl.ed by the I.R.S. and ttie General Accounting 
Offict, an investigative arm of Congr-ess - of nearly 1,000 
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ument of social control in the United States. 
I.R.S. employees assigrted to answer taxpayer questions, 
found that more than .one-third of the answers were incor
rect or incomplete. 

The result is a Kafkaesque world in which neither the en
forcers nor the citizens understand the law. This gives l.R.S. 
agents a free hand to pick and choose their targets. 
• Nothing must stop the collection of taJces . Federal cash 
payments - to the nation's highway builders, welfare and 
Social Security recipients, defense contractors, and public 
and private institutions that provide an assortment of serv
ices vital to the well-being of American citizens - are the 
lifeblood of Congressional politics. To guarantee their re
election, incumbent members of Congress must deliver the 
goods to their constituents, but Congress cannot give away 
money unless the Treasury is continually replenished. 

This political imperative of not messing with the I.R.S. 
comes close to being a law of nature almost as unbending as 
the force of gravity. The I.R.S. is, therefore, rarely exam-
ined by Congress, which has the major responsibility of in-
suring that the agency is working fairly and effectively. 

Throughout the history of the tax agency (which began as 
a continuing organization during the Civil War}, very few 
commissioners - who are appointed by the President and 
confirmed by the Senate - remained in office long enough 
to understand and lead the agency .. This prevented the-uax 
agency from becoming the personal 'k1ngdom of one man, 
but It also meant that only a few commissioners gained sUf

ficient knOW,edge of the agency'ta be faltly held accOIUlt· 
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its failures. The rapid turn

over at the top has guaran
teed that the agency is run by 
a small cadre of senior civil 
servants who have spent 
their entire careers slowly 
inching up the promotion lad
der. Not surprisingly, most of 
them are cautious men who 
have adopted the I.R.S.'s gen
erally conservative view of 
the world. 

Largely left to their own de
vices, I.R .S. agents have, on 
many occasions, abused their 
authority for private or politi
cal ends. This summer, a 
House subcommittee dis
closed that some high offi
cials at the Internal Revenue 
Service had, from the early 
1980's through last year, en
gaged in questionable and 
unethical practices. Further
more, said the House panel, 
the tax agency's amicorrup
tion unit had lost a great deal 
of its effectiveness. 

Abusive and arbitrary acts 
by l.R.S. agents are nothing 
new, and charges of corrup
tion among agents in such 
cities as Los Angeles, Cleve
land, New York and Chicago 
have been regularly investi
gated. But more serious, per
haps, than such corruption 
(given the agency's size, most 
employees appear to be doing 
an honorable job) is the mis

use of the agency when it 
comes to political or ideologi
cal issues. The history of the 
l.R.S. is riddled with repeated 
instances of agents acting out 
of self-interest or pursuing 
their own ideological agenda, 
as well as examples of Presi
dents, White House staff and 
Cabinet officials pressuring 
the tax agency to take political 
actions. 

0 CCASlONALL Y, THE 
actions that the I.R.S. 
fails to take have as 

much significance as those it 
takes. In 1981, an umbrella 
group of organizations favor
ing abortion rights filed a 
Federal suit against the 
Roman Catholic Church, the 
l.R.S. and the agency's boss, 
the Treasury Secretary. The 
suit accused the church of 
using tax-exempt contribu
tions for improper political 
purposes. It also charged that 
the l.R.S. and the Treasury 
Secretary had ."consistently 
overlooked these violations 
and failed and refused to per
form their statutory duty to 
enforce the (Tax) Co(ie and 
the Constitution." 
_As one instance of what it 

view.ed as a violation of 

the church's tax-exempt 

status, the abortion-rights 
group cited "A Pastoral Plan 
for Pro-Life Activities" that 
the United States Catholic 
Conference and the National 
Conference of Catholic Bish
ops had adopted in 1975. One 
section of this plan called for 
the creation of Congressional 
pro-life action groups that 
would "work for qualified 
candidates who will vote for a 
constitutional amendment 
and other pro-life issues." 

By failing to withdraw the 
church's tax~empt status 
because of these activities, 
the pro-<:hoice group contend
ed, the l.R.S. in effect pro
vided the church with a sub
stantial illegal subsidy for its 
political campaigns. 

The l.R.S. has yet to take 
any public action against the 
Catholic Church, and the suit 
is still pending in Federal 
court . For the entire eight 
years ol the Reagan Adminis
tration, say its critics, the 
inaction of the l.R.S. 
strengthened the hand of the 
Administration's strongest 
political ally on the abortion 
issue. 

Over the years, the actions 
the l.R.S. has taken against 
"unpopular" groups and 

movements have assumed 
various forms. The agency 
has brought tax-evasion 
charges, taken away or 
denied tax-exempt status, or 
resoned to the annual audit. 
Often, the targeted organiza
tions will exhaust themselves 
mentally and financially de
fending against these actions. 

For many yean., civil 
rights activities 'were a 
major agency concern. In 
19!>4, the liberal Mississippi 
publisher Hodding Carter 
took the then-daring step for 
a Southern newspaper of en
dorsing the Supreme Court's 
school-<lesegregation deci
sion. Almost immediately, 
Carter's newspaper, The 
Delta Democrat-Times, be
came the subject of a long 
series of annual I.R.S. audits. 
Like many who are selected 
for intense l.R.S. attention, 
the Carter family has never 
been able to uncover docu
ments that would support 
their belief that the audits 
were politically motivated. 

The Carters were not the 
only l.R.S. targets as the 
South moved into this diffi
cult period of social change. 
In the late 1950's, the l.R.S. 
began auditing Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Years later, 
s,:veral j)fJiis lawyers and the 

Southern Christian Leader
ship Conference were audited 
as well. After the auditors 
raised questions about some 
deductions he was unable to 
document, King settled, pay
ing the l.R.S. $!>00 in back 
taxes. He settled as well with 
the state of Alabama, which 
had also brought civil tax 

charges against him. 
Then Alabama had second 

thoughts . King became the 
first person ever prosecuted 
by the state on criminal tax 
charges. The civil rights 
leader and his lawyers were 
forced to expend a great deal 
of time and money on refut
ing those charges. Just be
fore the case went to trial, 
King's lawyers discovered 
that he had kept a personal 
diary that had detailed con
temporaneous notes disprov
ing the charges. The notes 
were so persuasive, in fact, 
that on May 28, 1960, an Ala
bama jury defied the preju
dices of those times and ac
quited King. 

0 N MANY OCCA
sions, the pressure to 
use the agency as an 

instrument to curb dissent 
came from the White House. 
John F . Kennedy mobilized 
the I.R.S. against the right
wing, fundamentalist Chris
tian ministers who had been 
so critical of his religion dur
ing his Presidential cam
paign and his first months in 
office. 

The first warning was in a 
speech by Kennedy on Nov. 
18, 1961. The subject: the cold 
war. The President called on 
the nation to ignore the voices 
of fear and suspicion: "Let 
our patriotism be reflected in 

the creation of confidence in 
one another, rather than cru

sades of suspicion." 
A week later, the President 

suggested how this new 
enemy should be dealt with. 
At a news conference, a re
porter sought !}is views on the 
legality of campaign contri
butions supporting "right
wing extremist groups." 

u As long as they meet the 

requirements or the tax law," 
Kennedy responded, "I .don't 
think that the Federal Gov
ernment can interfere or 
should interfere with the 
right of any individual to take 
any position be wants. 1be 
only thing we should be con
cerned about is that it does 
not represent a diversion of 
funds which might be taxable 
to - for nontaxable pur
poses. But that Is another 
quesUon, and 1 am sure the 
Internal ~evenue system ex
ammes that." 

Several days -!Ater. the Wt 
agency be,=an an eudit or n 
•i~remlst organh:atlons." 

Subsequently, several of the 
targeted groups lost their 
tax-exempt status. 

During the Johnson and 
Nixon Administrations, the 
focus of the I.R.S.'s effort at 
political control was individu• 
als and organizations demon
strating for civil rights and 

against the American pre&

ence in Vietnam. (Publicly, 
Lyndon B. Johnson worked 
hard for welfare legislation 
11.nd signed the 1964 civil 

rights bill.) 
On June 16, 1969, Randolph 

W. Thrower, l.R.S. Commis
sioner during the Nixon Ad
ministration, wrote a memo
randum for the record about 
a meeting he bad had that 
day with Arthur F. Burns, 
then counselor to the Presi
dent. According to Thrower, 
Burns said that Richard M. 

Nixon was concerned "over 
the fact that tax-exempt 
funds may be supporting ac
tivist groups engaged in 
stimulating riots both on the 
campus and within our inner 
cities.'' 

In late July, Donald Bacon, 
assistant commissioner for 
compliance, sent the other 
l.R.S. assistant commission
ers and the agency's chief 
counsel a confidential state
ment about the formation of a 
group to coordinate all LR.S. 
monitoring of "ideological, 
militant, subversive, radical 
and similar type organiza
tions.'' This unit was soon of
ficially named tbe Special 
Service Staff (S.S.S.) . 

I.R.S. opposition extended 
as well to a handful of law
yers who sought to use the 
Federal courts as a forum 
where important questions of 

social equity could be de
cided. The l.R.S. was initially 
baffled by these groups. 

which challenged the per
formance of both business 
and government regulatory 
agencies. Some requests for 
tax-exempt status were 
stalled, some were granted 
and others were denied. 

One such public-interest 
group was the Project GD 

Corporate .Responsibility. ' 
which first filed its applica
tion for tax-exempt statwi ca 

SepL 3, 1970. Over the next 
two years, the I.R.S. asked 
time and again for additional 
information, and lawyers for 
the project .kept asking the 
I.R.S. for a decision. Finally. 
on May 2, 1973, the group filed 
a suit asking a Federal coun 
to order the Ul.S. to rule aae 
way or the otber. Two weells 
later, the project was denied 
tax-eitempt status. . 

The lead lawyer fdr Ille 

group •- now the CeQu,; • 

Corp,or te ResJIOnsibiltlY -
was 'Thomas ·A. Tn,yer, W1llt 

cquttaw.r~~,!~~-
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discovery proceedings in the files of 

lhe J.R .S. and the White House. He 

soon found clear indications of politi• 

cal intervention. The center's appli

cation had, in fact , been approved 

within the l .R.S. That decision was 

reversed, however, after it was re
ferred to Roger V. Barth, a former 

Nixon operative who had recently 

been appointed the tax agency's 

assistant to the Commissioner. 
On Dec. 12, 1973, Federal Judge 

Charles R. Richey handed down his 

decision, one of the rare instances the 

agency has been formally repri

manded for engaging in political 

manipulations. 
"A showing of political influence 

renders the Service's ruling null and 

void," Judge Richey wrote. "It is out

side the law. The court is concerned 

not only with direct political interven
tion, but also with the creation of a 

political atmosphere generated by 

the White House in the Internal Reve

nue Service which may have affected 

the objectivity of those participating 

in the ruling in the plaintifrs case." 
The following year, the group won 

tax-exempt status. 

A
LTHOUGH NIXON WAS 
notorious for treating the 
I.R.S. as though it were his 

private domain, the records show 

that Franklin Delano Roosevelt may 

have set the stage for the use of the 

tax agency for political purposes by 

most subsequent Presidents. 
One of the most brazen instances 

of a political vendetta during a Presi

dency was the Roosevelt Adminis

tration's attack on Andrew Mellon. 

No historian has been able to deter

mine why Mellon so enraged F.D.R., 

but there is speculation that the New 

Deal President saw the millionaire 

who served as Republican Treasury 

Secretary from 1921 to 1932- a time 

of Wall Street excesses followed by 

the Great Depression - as the sym

bolic enemy. Nor has a document 

emerged that directly links Roose

velt to the decision to go after 

Mellon. 
·Elmer L. Irey, head of the criminal 

division of the Treasury's tax en

forcement branch in Washington 

from 1919 to 1946, acknowledged in 

his 1948 autobiography that Treasury 

Secretary Henry Morgenthau Jr. or

dered him to develop tax charges 

against Mellon even though he, Irey, 

knew that the former Treasury Sec

retary was'\nnocent. 
A Justice Department memo writ

ten about the case in early 1934 
shared Irey's sentiment: the charges 

against Mellon were either invalid or 

could not be proved. Nonetheless, on 

March 11, 1934, the Roosevelt Admin

istration announced it would seek 

criminal taX-evasion charges against 

Mellon. According to the Justice De

partment, he owed the Government 

additional taXes for 1931 of about $1.3 

million, plus a 50 percent fraud pen

alty. The Bureau of Internal Revenue, 
as the tax agency was then known, 

subsequently upped MeJlon's alleged 

tax debt to more than $3 million. 
The Roosevelt Administration then 

suffered o~ rebuff afte_r another. • 

In Pittsburgh, Mellon's hometown, 

a Federal grand jury (comprising 

five laborers, two mechanics, two 

farmers, two clerks, two engineers, a 

carpenter, plumber. writer, lumber 

dealer and one banker) refused to in· 

dict Mellon on any charge. 
The case moved to a new battle

ground - the Board of Tax Appeals, 

in Washington. At the time, the tax 

board, theoretically an independent 

agency, was housed within the execu

tive branch, and board members 

tended to side with the Government. 

But after weeks of hearings and after 

reading voluminous legal briefs, the 

board on Dec. 7, 1937, issued a ruling 

that rejected the most significant 

aspects of the charges. Mellon was 

found to owe $485,809 - about one

sixth of the tax agency's claim - but 

the board dismissed all the criminal 

and civil fraud penalties. 
On another occasion, President 

Roosevelt himself, using his influence 

over the tax agency, came to the aid 

of a favored member of the Demo

cratic Party. 
In July 1942, the tax agency began 

a routine examination of the books of 

Brown & Root, a Texas defense con

tractor. What had caught the atten

tion of the local agents were some 

company "bonuses" and "attorney's 

fees" that the recipients were bard

pressed to explain. The year before, 

Lyndon Baines Johnson, an ambi
tious young Texas Congressman 

with close ties to the company, had 

run for the Senate. I.R.S. auditors 

had an informed hunch that the bo

nuses and fees, which the company 

had deducted as business expenses, 

were actually campaign contribu
tions, which, of course, were not de
ductible. 

The agent in charge of the investi

gation was Elmer C. Werner. During 
the next 18 months, Johnson and his 
allies made repeated efforts to per
suade the White House to order the 
l.R.S. to drop the inquiry. Johnson 

convinced James H. Rowe Jr., then a 

White House staff member, that the 
investigation had been inspired by en
emies of the New Deal in Texas. 

Rowe sent Roosevelt a memo urging 
that the investigation be halted. 

For a while, I.R.S. invesqgators 

refused to be deflected. By January 
1944, Werner and his colleagues cal

culated that Brown & Root owed 
more than $1 million in back taxes, 

plus a 50 percent fraud penalty. 
On Jan. 13, 1944, Johnson met with 

Roosevelt in the White House. A few 
hours later, Elmer Irey, -Werner's 

boss, telephoned the investigating 

agent in Texas. Irey said he bad Just 

been ordered to brief the President 

on the Brown & Root inquiry l:be next 
morning. lrey asked Werner to send 
him "deta'iled information on pollUc:al 

payments made by Brown • Roat 
Inc. to the Lyndon Johnson l!Ml Sena
torial campaign." 

Three days after lrey's meeU. 
with Roosevelt, an I.R.S. agent dis

patched from Atlanta to look '-r,ver 
Werner's material found the evidellce • 

insufficient for criminal prosecutJm. 
All Brown A Root wu ..,. 

•• (Continued9"PoJ•JI) 
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quired to do was pay $372,000 
in back taxes in a civil pro
ceedmg that, by law, was con
fidential. 

Johnson, with the Presi
dent's help, had avoided a 
public scandal that almost 
certainly would have ended 
his political career. 

F EW CONGRESSMEN 
doubt the I.R.S. will 
strike back if suffi

ciently provoked. 1be fear of 
the tax agency is so great 
that many would prefer to 
give 1L a wide berth. Among 
the cases in which the l .R.S. 
used its power to squelch or 
threaten its Congressional 
crnics are two in which infor
mation leaked by the l .R.S. 
short-c1rcuned the careers of 
Senators heading commit
tees that had dared to criti
cize the agency. 

On Aug. 6, 1968, William 
Lambert, an associate editor 
of Life magazine and an in
vestigative reporter, re
ceived a phone call from Shel
don S. Cohen, then l.R.S. Com
missioner. Lambert remem
bers that Cohen was ecstatic. 
"He JUSt wanted to offer me 
the l.R.S.'s congratulations." 

The occasion of the call, 
says Lambert, was the defeat 
m a Democratic primary of 
Senator Edward V. Long, a 
noisy and difficult critic of 
the l .R.S. It was an article 
written by Lambert linking 
the Missoun Senator to the 
president of the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters, 
James R. Hoffa, that had led 
to Long's defeaL 

Long, a wealthy banker and 
lawyer, had been Missouri's 
Lieutenant Governor when 
he was appointed United 
States Senator oo Sept. 23, 
1960, after the death of the in
cumbent Thomas Hennings. 
Three years later, Long was 
named chairman of the Sen
ate Judiciary SUbcommittee 
on Administrative Practice 
and Procedure, a post his 
predecessor had held. 

The broad mandate of the 
subcommittee allowed it to 
investigate almost any sub
ject. Long and the subcom
mittee's chief counsel, Ber
nard Fensterwald Jr., de
cided to hold hearings on how 
several Federal enforcement 
agencies were improperly in
vading the privacy of Amer
ican citizens. 

Long's hearings durin& the 
mid· lO late 1960's on the im
proper use of wiretapS and 
bu&&ln& devices by IOllle 
qencles, lneludiqa die Ul.S., 

were given considerable 
coverage m the press. In Feb
ruary 1967, Long published 
"The Intruders," a book that 
described how Federal 
agents had been rouunely ig
noring Government rules in 
their secret surveillance. 

I.R.S. and Justice Depart
ment bureaucrats involved in 
ordering the buggings were 
outraged by Long's hearings. 
Although most of the im
proper surveillance had 
taken place dunng the Ken
nedy Administration, it fell 
upon Sheldon Cohen, ap
pointed Commissioner by 
President Johnson, to defend 
the l.R.S. 

In late 1966, according to 
Lambert, an official in the 
Justice Department who 
worked closely with the l.R.S. 
and who was an old friend, 
provided him with a juicy 
lead about Long. The official 
told Lambert he should inves-

Ligate the connections be
tween Long and Jimmy 
Hoffa. The link, the mfonnant 
said, was Morris A. Shenker, 
a well-known Missouri crimi
nal lawyer with ties to the 
teamsters ' union. 

"I went to St. Louis, met 
Shenker and did a lot of other 
reporting," Lambert recalls. 
"Then I came back to Wash
ington and began pumping 
people I knew in the Justice 
Department." That was when 
Lambert was given the final 
tip that quickly led to the pub
lication of his story: during 
1963-64, Shenker had paid 
Long a $48,000 fee (the cir
cumstances of this payment 
was to become a subject of 
controversy). 

Lambert says that, al
though this second bit of in
formation also came from 
"someone in Justice," the 
original source had to be the 
l .R.S. Lambert was confident 
of his source because the tax 
agency and Justice Depart
ment were then conducting a 
joint investigation of the 
teamsters. He emphasizes, 

(Continued on Page 61) 

Solutions to Last Week's Puzzles 
• u CH El E I I E D ■ C E DA R ■ s " I I , 

AS N E s1 T U L L E ■ II N A S E ■ T I t t E 

s" 0 R T F 0 R 0 L I I/ E D I A I I D L I I 
p E S 0 ■ L IG N E I A g s NI S A R D I I 

f AR E■ A I L f D • 0 U E • T R E I --- · II P E R S 0 NA L p I 0 N 0 U II 
CA s' I S l1 -. 10 S S• • II 0 II ,. I I 
AS I A AG E• • II I e A S A I j I 
S T II I 11 L II A L II Ill N U II • T I 1 I 

TE L E _, L II E II • II 0 I E - I 0 D I E I 
$ T A L E11 A TE AC I s- A I I P IC I 1 -- - A 11 G E L I S or ■ A L A II 0 I --S T I I I/ E ,_ 

• II IU I/•• 10 II A T 0. Ill I 
C II AV E D 

- 0 
II 0 1 ■ E I I I I I I ■ E II I 

II 0 T J - u s A I ;1 I' 1 I CE AC A D Ell 1 
EV EI •• C I TE I I I T ·a- D £ I I I I I 
WE D I II I U E - ,1 A I A • F L E El I Y 

011 I' A I T I 0 II f !IJ R I AM 
I C AR T E 

I I I~ N A I 0 V O L I ■ '! '<I I 
IA L I NA CA • T T I I I E ■ s I 1 I, 
AN I S E S 0 U II • 0 F N E I I T A T Ii C 11 
NE I/ E 111 IIU 1• E S ■ It 0 Ii A •- D 0 I I I 

DR E • •• I ' It L •• CI oc ,_ 5 , I E E 

In the Aug. 27 puzzle ("Nou:r Bene: Scale Back") the 
seven notes in the clues represent the notes of the scale. 
in reverse order. The spellings of the notes are also 
reversed. Thus, at 25 Across, the note is "do," which be
comes "od." which in tum is "short for olive drab.• 
Next. at 38 Across, the note is "ti," becomes "it." and 
then "impersonal pronoun.• Etc. 
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how~ver, that he was not ac
tually shown a copy of the tax 
returns of either Long or 
Shenker. (There was one 
later case, says Lambert, 
when the l.R.S. actually pro
vided him with the tax return 
of a member of the House.) 

Lambert's article ran in the 
Ma y 26, 1967, issue of Life. 
There were several charges: 
Senator Long was strongly 
influenced to take up the in
vestigation of Federal snoop
ing by his friends in the team-

~ sters' union. Hts hearings on 
• the I.R.S.'s improper wiretap
ping had blunted the Govern
ment's war against organized 

' crime. He could have ac-
cepted an illegal payoff. 

Long denied any impropri
ety. He said that Morris 
Shenker was a d1St1.nguished 
Missouri criminal lawyer 
with ma.ny clients, that the 
$48,000 payment was a legal 
finder's fee, and that the 
I.R.S. had previously not 
found fault with it. The Sena
tor also noted tha1 innuendos 
were raised about his bus i
ness and legal assoc1auons 
only after he had exposed un
lawful activ1ues on the part 
of Government agencies. 

1be Senate's Select Commit
tee on Sta.ndards and Conduct 
investigated Lambert's 
charges against Long and 
found no impropnety. Long 
had been an open booster of 
Hoffa, whom he once de
scribed as a dynamic and 
fighting union president, a 
man he was proud to support. 
And though Morris Shenker 
did have close connections 
with the teamsters' union, he 
was also a longtlme political 
figure in the state's Demo
cratic Party. 

1be Life magazine article, 
however, had a devastating ef
fect on Long's career. Fifteen 
months after its publication, 
an ambitious young politician 
named Thomas Eagleton de
f eated Long in the 1968 Demo
cratic primary and went on to 
win the general election. Long 
retired to his 1,600-acre farm 
and died in 1972. 

Another Senator who in
curred the wrath of the I.R.S. 
-was Joseph M. Montoya, the 
amiable old-line Democratic 
politician who had begun his 
career as a state legislator in 
the 1930's. In December 1972, 
the director of the I.R.S. dis
trict in New Mexico began a 
search of the agency's files 
for information about him. 

The search was begun • 
shortly after Montoya, chair
man of the appropriations 
subcommittee that approved 

l .R.S.'s funds , announced that 
he planned to hold hearings 
on the agency's performance. 

For an agency that had 
largely escaped regular Con
gressional oversight, Mon
toya 's announced plan may 
well have sounded like an open 
declaration of war. And it was, 
in fact, one of the most difficult 
moments in the history of the 
l .R.S. 11le Montoya subcom
mittee had !med up a number 
of powerful witnesses who 
were prepared to present evi
dence that the agency man
agers were inept. In addition, 
the first stories about how the 
Nixon Administration had 
misused the I.R.S. were begin
ning to surface. 

By the time the Montoya 
hearings got under way in 
Washington, in February 
1973, the I.R.S. investigation 
of the Senator was rolling 
along. At one point, Donald C. 
Alexander, the new I.R.S. 
Commissioner, was reported 
by the Southwest regional 
commissioner as being de
lighted by the search of the 
agency files on Montoya. In 
the summer of 1973, however, 
Alexander ordered the South
west regional commissioner 
to drop the investigation. 

In October 1975, The Wash
ington Post ran a front-page 
story by its investigative re
porter Bob Woodward, in 
which several officials of the 
I.R.S. accused Alexander of 
improperly halting the inves
tigation. The article quoted 
agency officials as saying 
they believed Alexander had 
halted the audit of Montoya 
because of the Senator's in
fluence over the I.R.S. 

Woodward reported the 
story had been leaked by 
I.R.S. agents. To this day, it is 
unclear whether the target 
was Alexander or Montoya or 
both. Alexander himself says 
a key motive was the hostility 
some l.R.S. supervisors in the 
Southwest felt toward the 
Senator, a leading Hispanic 
politician. 

(Because of the high sensi
tivity of the late Nixon years 
to all questions of secret 
deals, and because Montoya 
had been a member of the 
Senate Watergate commit
tee, Alexander's decision was 
then examined by both the 
Treasury and the Justice De
partments. The verdict: Alex
ander had violated no laws, 
but his handling of the case 
left much to be deslred.) 

In a speech on the Senate 
floor on Nov. 20, 1975, Mon
toya insisted that his hear• 
angs an the I.R.S. were fair. •1 

do not consider myself to be 
an enemy of the l.R.S. and 1 
do not believe that the sub
committee has given any 
I.R.S. employee reason to be 
fearful of our power." But 
some I.R.S. employees were 
fearful, he suggested, and 1t 
appeared that they had de
cided to strike. 

Although Woodward's 
story had noted that there 
was no evidence that Mon
toya had illegally evaded 
taxes or was aware of or 
sought special treatment 
from the J.R.S., the mere ex
istence of a preliminary tax 
investigation was politically 
damaging. One year later, 
Harrison H. Schmitt, a con
servative Republican and 
former astronaut, unseated 
the two-term Senator. 

Since Montoya 's departure 
from Washington, the Senate 
appropriations subcommit
tee has not held extensive 
oversight hearings on the tax 
agency. 

A
T THIS SUMMER'S 
House hearings on 
corruption within the 

l.R.S., the former bead of the 
agency's criminal investiga
tions division in Los Angeles 
was, among other charges, 
accused of harassing a blue
jeans company at the instiga
tion of a rival that had offered 
him a job; a Washington offi
cial was cited for routing 
many of his trips through At
lanta to visit a girlfriend; a 
Chicago supervisor was 
charged With accepting 
gratuities from a delinquent 
.taxpayer. 

Two years ago, a study of 
I.R.S. managers by the 
agency itself found that they 
saw organizatiorial policy as 
"too authoritarian .. . too con
servative and too demanding 
of conformity." As for tax
payers, a 1987 Louis Harris 
and Associates survey for the 
I.R.S. showed that about one 
out of five Americans viewed • 
I.R.S. employees as dishonest 
or not knowledgeable. 

On July 5, Fred T. Goldberg 
Jr., a tax lawyer, became the 
new Commissioner of the 
I.R.S. Whether he can suc
cessfully build on the work or 
his 41 predecessors remains 
to be seen. But he and Con
gress could do much worse 
than to carry out the sugges
tions of the great 18th-cen
tury economist Adam Smith. 

"The tax which each indi
vidual is bound to pay ought 
to be cenaln, and not arbi
trary," he wrote. "The time of 
payment, the manner of pay
ment, the quantity to be paid, 
ought all to be clear and plain 
to the contributor, and to 
every other person, 10 that 
the tax payer la not put In the 
power of the tax ptherer.• ■ 
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1-C\HBI ALEXANOE K t\1. SC I IINDLEI{ e UN ION OF AMER ICAN HEBREW CONGREG.\ T IO:S.:S 
f'HE:SIDH, l 

Mr. Yizhak Halbrecht 

8:l8 f IFTH AVENUE NlWYOHK . NY 1002 1 

November 2, 1988 
22 Heshvan 5749 

Institute for Interdisci~linary Research 
of the Jewish Family Heritage 

P.O. Box 121 
Petah-Tikva, Israel 

Dear Professor Halbrecht: 

12 171 7-l I Olll\J 

Your letter of October 25, reached my office at about the 
same time I returned from meetings in Israel. I, too, re
gret that we have not been able to see each other again. 
We both lead busy lives and my own visits to Israel usually 
revolve around meetings and give me precious little time to 
see people I would like to spend time with. This I much re
gret. Your new project sound s very intere sting and I will 
do my best to see what we can do to be of a ssistance . At 
the moment, I am preparing to leave the country once again 
in a few days to lead a UAHC mission to East Ge rma ny. When 
I return from that our Board of ~rustees will meet. So as 
you can see, my schedule is frenetic. Thus, I cannot even 
give thought to ways and means of making known your project 
until I have opportunity to study the material more fully. 
Perhaps we can do something through our publications which 
go our to members of Reform congregations throughout North 
America. 

Yes, you are correct about my name and my ancestry. I do 
stem from Hassidim. With warmest regards and every qood 
wish, I am . 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Rabbi Alexander M.Schindler 
President 
Union of American Jewish Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 
U.S.A. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

October 25th, 1988 

I am sorry that ~I have so far been unsuccesful ~a~ see you face to 
face, since we last met in your office in New York many years ago 
despite your frequent visits -to Israel ,but I am glad that at least we 
keep our correspondence alive. 
I still hope that I shall have the pleasure of seeing you . during your 
next visit tdJERUSALEM ~nd shall then be able to have a long talk with 
you. 
In the meantime I wish to bring to your kind attention our last project 
of JEWISH FAM LY REUNIONS in Israel which our 
Institute is organizing in cooperation with the BETH HATEFUTSOTH in 
Tel Aviv and under the auspices of The Ministries of Culture, Education 
and Tourism and many other central Jewish organizations (Hadassah, 
Wiza, Bnei Brith et cet.) in Israel and the Diaspora. 
I am taking the liberty of sending you the draft of the English version 
of our appeal which we intend to launch to JEWS AND Jewish Communities 
abroad and to ask them to join us in the venture of having as many 
Jewish families meet in Israel and join in efforts . to study ways and 
means of preserving their Jewish Famil y Heritage. 
This is ,of course , not intended to be a substitute for Zionism but if 
may nevertheless be of not less importance for the struggle of our 
survival as Jews, both in Israel and more so in the Diaspora. 
Your personal support of our project and even more so that of the 
the Reformed Mouvement of our mission would be of great help . 
We would '. iherefor{ be most grateftii if our project would be brought in 
one way or another to the members of all the Reformed Sypagogues. 
WHAT ABOUT THE SCHINDLER FAMILY, who's ancestors were probably 
shPile makers for the galician-podolian peasants huts. I still rem ~)llber 
this industry in the hands of many Jews in the Buc~vinian Carp~tian 
forests where I used to wander with my friends in the footsteps of t~e 
Bal Shemtov who acording to the legend lived and meditaded there. 
Myancestors where Hassidim and so where, I assume yours.What to you 
know about them? 
1ooking forward with anticipation to hear from you and hopefully also 
to see you in the not too distant future~ I wish you all the best 
~-
Cordially yours 

) \ -zf/._,:>-2r_ fl-- J 

Yizhak Halbrecht 
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OF THE JEWISH FAMILY HERITAGE 
• 

Petah,..l ikva, P. 0 . B. 121, luael ,l li7 ff fUl!J , 121 . "J .n 

·clor: Prof. YlZHAK HALBRECHT 

J E W I S H F A M I L Y R E U N I O N S T O B E H E L D I N 

I S R A E L 

The Institute for the Research of the Jewish Family and its Heritage is 

organizing, in cooperatio~ with the Museum of the Diaspora, BETH HATE

FUTSOTH in Tel Aviv, REUNIONS OF JEWISH FAMILIES inisrael, which all the 

descendants of common Jewish ancestors will be invited to attend. 

Bearers of the same,or very similar FAMILY NAMES.w¾ll also be invited to 

meet in Israel and whether they are,or are not related they may find out 

when meeting in Israel. 

The purpose of these reunions, which it is intended to repeat evey four 
el · 

years, is to strr.gthen the ties of all the descendants of the same an-

cestors between themselves and between them and Israel. 

IJ is also hoped that these reunions will contribute to a growing moti~ 

vation of preserving .. the JEWISH IDENTITY of all the descendants of Je

wish ancestors and also induce them to preserve and cherish their JEWISH 

HERTIAGE. 

During the reunions,lectures on all the aspects and problems of the 

Jewish Family will be given,and Seminars will be held at the Beth Hate

futsoth on practical aspects of preserving the common Jewish Heritage. 
w/ 

The Reunions will be folloetl by historical, archeological and cultural 

tours throughout Israel, under the auspices of the Israeli Ministr.y of_ 

Culture and Education and other cultural and educational institutions. 

in Israel. 

Following ~he reunions in Israel it is planned to organize tours in 

Europe and Africa,under the guidance of competent scholars, to visit 

Je;ds·I". . hist'o'i--ical . s ·i' t~s ,~nd:, .,ar.,c ~ s t r .al lc(:a•les. of the families. 

Many central Jewish organiition and Jewish communities in the Oiaspora 

have already expressed their keen interest in our project and it is 

hoped that it.will sone become a world wi~e all-Jewish project. 

For further informations on the project, please contact Prof.Yizhak 

Halbrecht at The Institute for the Research of the Jewish Family 

P.O.B. 121, Petah Tikva, Israel Tel. 03-781 989 

·--- . ------
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r.aram Stern 
Chairperson 

November 5, 1987 

European Union of Jewish Students 
Chaussee de Vleurgat 89 
8-1050 
Brussels, Belgium 

Dear Maram: 

I profoundly regret that we will be unable to help you financially with 
your forthcoming project. This is not to say that it isn't entirely 
worthy and we would want to encourage you. 

Unhappily, our funds are eanr4rked for specific activities and we are 
not authorized to expend them for ones not specifically designated by 
our Budget Committee. I hope you understand. 

Cordially, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

AS:jc 

f 
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EUROPEAN UNION O F JEW ISH STUDENTS 
U NION EUROP~ENNE DES ~TUDIANTS JUIFS 
EUROPAISCHE UNION JUDISCHER STUDENTEN 

CHAUSSEE DE VLEURGAT 8 9 - B -1050 BRUSSELS - BELGIU M - TEL. 647 72 79 - TELEX 20625 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler BSS, 
DHL 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York 
NY 10021, USA* 

Brussels, October 26, 1987 (jm) 

As you may be aware 1988 will be the 50th Anniversary of the 
"Anschluss" of Austria, and the "Reichskristallnacht", the night 
when the first vicious attacks where made on Synagogues and Jewish 
property in Austria and Germany. 

These events marked the beginning of the Holocaust and so are of 
such importance that we, the European Union of Jewish Students, 
will be concentrating all our activities for the year 1988 on 
them. 

We hope to bring together students from 23 countries in a series 
of seminars spanning the whole year. At these we will study the 
rise of fascism and analyse what has been learned in the last 50 
years. 

We are enclosing a presentation of our project which outlines what 
we hope to achieve during the year. 

You will no doubt appreciate that such a project as this requires 
an enormous financial commitment from our organisation, and 
therefore we are making an appeal to you for financial support. 
Without your contribution it may not be possible for us to realise 
what we feel is a necessity if we are to educate our generation. 
We would like this project to reach as many students as possible 
throughout Europe, and we hope that it will not have to be 
restricted due to lack of finance. 

We take this opportunity to thank you in advance for your help. 

Yours sincerely, 

EUROPEAN UNION OF JEWISH STUDENTS • 
~A~r 

Maram Stern 
chairperson 

AUSTRIA . BELGIUM . DENMARK . FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY - FINLAND FRANCE* - GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC* • GIBRALTAR* - GREECE • 

HUNGARY* . IRELANO . ITALY . LU XEMBOURG • NETHERLANDS - NORWAY • PORTUGAL • SPAIN • SWEDEN • SWITZERLAND • UNITED KINGDOM - YUGOSLAVIA* 

!::ilan-l!f',, GENERALE DE BANQUE 210-CQ48990-57 AG ENCE LOUISE - BRUS SELS - BELGIUM 



Mr. Morris U. Schappes, 
Editor 
JEWISH CURRENTS 
22 East 17th Street 
r1ew York, NV 10003 

Dear Morris: 

December 28, 1987 
7 Tevet 5748 

It was good to learn of the plans you have made to celebrate the 
49th Anniversary of the State of Israel at the annual dinner in behalf of JEWISH CURRENTS. I wish you well in this endeavor and 
hope it is a successful and beautiful function. 

Unfortunately, it will not be possible for me to accept your most gracious invitation to be one of the speakers at this dinner. I am committed to be in r,,assachusetts on May l, 1988 and thus ttcannot attend your function. This fddo reqret. 

With warm good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Jewish Currents~! APROGR-ESSIVEMO--+--NTHLY: 

22 EAST 17th STREET NEW YORK, N.Y. 10003 (212)WA4·5740 

Ed,rori~I B~rd 

~R.LOUIS HARA? DR. ELLIOT L. JUf:ST 
SAM PEVZ'.~~ DAVID PLA7T,Emeri:ws 
MAX ROSE NFELD PROF.NEIL SALZMAN 

~ &01 

MORRIS U. SCHAPPES,Editor 

December 22, 1987 

Rabbi ~lexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, ~Y 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Since our Annual Dinner is always held in May, our Dinner this 
year will of course have as its theme the 40th annive f 
the State of Israel. Our date is Sunday, May 1 the locale 
is the Ansche Chased Synagogue at Broadway and 00th street. 

Our plan is to have two speakers, one an Israeli. Since the 
American Friends of reace Now have informed us that they will 
be having a conference here at that time, we are at present in 
the process of arranging to have an Israeli ¥eace Now activist 
as that speaker. The second speaker would present an American 
view of the 40th anniversary. We should be honored is you would 
ac capt our inv'i tat ion to be that SJ:.>eaker. 

Each s~eaker would be asked to ~resent a 15-minute address, the 
text of which would be published in our periodical. 

It may be of interest for us to recall that the late Rabbi Jacob 
J. Weinstein was our dinner speaker in 1966, while he was presi~ 
dent of the COAR. 

Our publication does go regularly to your headquarters, but since 
you may not have seen it recently I enclose the current issue. 

With best wishes, 

111~u~--
Morris TJ. 3ohappJln-o 

MUS/CJ 

- A publication of 1 he Association for Promotion of Jewish Secularism, Inc. -
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AMERICAN ZIONIST YOUTH FOUNDATION, INC. 
-,s,u', ,.tep,.,tucn ,,1,,yn -,i:,,'3n 515 PARK AVENUE 

AZYF BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
LEON LEVY, Chairman 
New York, NY 
JULIUS BERMAN, Vice-Chairman 
New York, NY 
RABBI ISRAEL MILLER. Vice-Chairman 
New York, NY 
RAYMOND PATT. Vice-Chairman 
New York, NY. 
RUTH POPKIN, Vice-Chairman 
New York, N.Y. 
RABBI JOSEPH STERNSTEIN, Vice-Chairman 
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NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022 
TELEPHONE (212) 751-6070 

December 17, 1987 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President 
American Hebrew Congregations Union of 

838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler , 

Shalom. My name is Jeannie Wollenberg and I am the 
coordinator of the 40th Anniversary celebration of the state 
Israel for shlichim at the American Zionist Youth Foundation. 
am presently collecting 
throughout the United 

material to send to all our shlichim 
States. 

of 
I 

Each month I add more and more material to my mailings 
and send it to the shlichim. I would appreciate it very much if 
you could send me any material you have for the 40th. What I 
am referring to are lecturers, movies or exhibits that you are 
sponsoring. The information you give me will be sent out to all 
our shlichim to help them plan events m their communities. 

If you have any questions or need any information please 
don't hesitate to call me at 212-751-6070 ext. 247. Thank you 
for your assistance. 

cerely, li)/PJJu" 
nnie W ollenb;ig' ) 

S ordinator of the 40th 
flor Shlichim 



Mr. Sinai Leichter 
88A Herzel Boulevard 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear Mr. Leichter: 

December 16, 1987 
25 Kislev 5748 

I tegret the delay in responding to your letter of 
November 16, My travel schedule has been exceedingly 
hectic, inclu~ing, as you know, a visit to Israel for 
the World Zionist Congre,s. I have just returned and 
hasten tp respond to you. 

I contatted all those I discussed with you to urge their 
participation in the work of Yad LaYeled. I spoke to them 
personally as well but in each instance, alas, they plea~ed 
over-commitment. Their resources simply cannot assume any 
new projects. Needless to note, should any other possible 
donors come to mind I will aake contact in your behalf. 

With every good wish and warm regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



SINAI LEICHTER 
SSA Herz! Bvd • Jerusalem o>'.:>l!J1"1' • 'N88 '.:>Sii1 ' 1\!J 

Tel. (02) 521659 11!l'.:>I:> 

Member of Committee, YAD LaYELED 1?'? 1' 1))1i1 ,:m 
Ghetto Fighters House mr-<1:>>m mm'.:> n>:i 
D.N. ASHERAT, Tel. (03)228696 (04)920412 .'.:>1:> ,nwr-< .l.1 
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BEil • LOHAMEI HAGHETAOT • GHETTO FIGHTERS' HOUSE 
Kibbutz Lohamei Haghetaot, D.N. Asherat 25 220. ISRAEL TEL. 04·920412 .~ ; 25220 ni'tlN )I) nx,, 

November 16 1987 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of Hebrew Congregations 
83 '3 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 1002J 

lv ~ . V'y 

/. ' ,I 11 " ~ ! ,,,.,,. 111:~ I 

I '\ /'; ~v-~Fw~ (}~ r (J-"4,.' ' \),,r • 'V ,/\1\1 v" Dear Rabbi Schindler , t;1 \ \(_)Y o)-' L / 
(o__,l,L• v/ 

I wrot~ to you befo~e Rosh Hashanah and am not sure whether my letter reached you since ~ 
1 
~ 

I received no react10n from you. I hereby enclose copy of that letter just in case it did not ✓ 
reach you. ~ lJ-N 

We here in Israel have been working hard during these last few months to crystallize the °J.~.Y"' 
Program of activities for Yad Layeled as well as making the final touches to the plans of , 9-)-

1/,, -r constructing the Mishkan building for the Childrens Memorial Institute. You will recall ✓ , 0.. 
that it is our in tention to hold the ground breaking ceremony at the end of April 1988 to ,, r· 
coincide with the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. Our CommLtee has decided that we hav.e to 'VJ 7 
have at least one third of the cost of ,he building namely one million dollars secured in 1)1" 
cash or firm pledges before we may go ahead with the ceremony and subsequent construction v ,{) 
work. Unfortunately we are s till very far away from that target and I recall your comments v,v> ,,f' 
on the possibility or rather impossibility of raising 'his kind of money by small contributions. ~ 
You are absolutely right in your assessment of the situation namely that we must find one or \ 
two or three major donors of one million dollars each or something in those dimensions 
that will secure our project and enable us to implement the idealogical program and educational 
program of the sponsors. 

"-'--.· When I was at your office you mentioned several names of friends of yours who you would approach 
for meaningful participation. Among those names were Jack Hyatt and Seymour Pristine. I hope 
you are in contact with them and in order to provide you with some''ammunitio:J'for your approach 
we are sending you the plans and some other relevant material in a separate envelope. 
I would also like to remind you of the idea of Mr. Sigfried Wallach of Scarsdale who intended to 
call a parlour meeting of people of means in that community with you as Guest Speaker. I am 
writing to Mr. Wallach in order to encourage him to implement this idea in the hope that it will 
produce results. I think we have to work in all dierections in the hope that results will be yielded 
to enable the people of Lohamei Haghetaot and the committee of volunteers to go ahead with the 
implementation of our plans. 

Thank you very much for your interest and your cooperation and wishing you success in your 
endeavors, 

Cordially yours 

Sinai Leichter 



•. 
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September 3, 1987 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
~3R Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

It was very kind of you to receive me at your offiC'e and discuss the ways and -neans 
that you and your friends call help to implement the idea of Yad Layeled - Children·s 
Memorial Institute at the Ghetto Fighters' Kibbutz north of Haifa. 

I followed up your introductions and I hope that at least some of them will bear fruit. 
However real tachlis can only come from substantial donors such as Jack ~att and 
Seymour Pristine whom you mentioned. Dr. Hochbaum promised to look into the matter 
after his visit to Israel but his participation will only be limited to educational projects 
not to the cost of the building itself. I could not reach Mr. Rosensaft but left word with 
his secretary. 

With cordial wishes to you and your family for the New Year and looking forward to 
seeing you in Israel. 

Sinai Leichter 
Member of Steering Committee 

• 




