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July 3, 1986 
26 Sivan 5746 

Br. Benjamin Hirsch, Executive Director 
David Ben-Gurion Centennial Committee 
823 United Nations Plaza - Suite 318 
New York, New York 10017-3510 

Dear Dr. Hirsch: 

Rabbi Schindler has not yet returned to his desk following 
his recent illness. However, I do talk with him daily and 
I have discussed your letter of June 26 in regard to a very 
special mission to Israel to be sponsored by the Centennial 
Committee. 

While the UAHC has some confl ictlng meetings during the time 
of the planned mission, there is no reason to seek a change 
in date. Enough organizations are involved to assure a good 
participation in this mission. 

With warm good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 



, 

David Ben-Gurion Centennial Committee 1886-1986 
OF THE UNITED STATES, INC. 

823 UNITED NATIONS PLAZA, SUITE 318, NEW YORK, NY 10017-3510 (212) 883-9500 

June 26, 1986 

Dear Friends: 

We are considering a m1ss1on to Israel, "In the Footsteps of Ben-Gurion," which will 
coincide with the opening of the Centennial Celebration on October 20 through October 
30, 1986. 

Two major events will highlight this trip: 

The worldwide Centennial Celebration will be launched by the President and Prime 
Minister of Israel at the Jerusalem Theater. We will conclude our trip by participating in 
an international symposium at Sde Boker entitled "The Suez Crisis: A Retrospective 
(1956-1986)." 

Both of these events, as you can imagine, will be exciting and intellectually stimulating_ 
In addition, we will visit the areas in Israel that were so important in Ben-Gurion's life_ 
Our mission will have a tour guide specifically expert in the life and work of David Ben­
Gurion. 

Would you be kind enough to call us or drop us a line before July 10th so that we may 
move ahead on planning the trip? r 

BH/dh 

CHAIRMAN 
JACK J. SPITZER 

HONORARY CHAIRMAN 
PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

Co-CHAIRMAN 
MEIR ROSENNE 

Ambassador of Israel 

t;~ff 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
DR. BENJAMIN H IRSCH 

l 
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Mr. Mark Rosenblum 
Peace Now 
27 W. 20th Street 
9th Floor 
New York, N. Y. 10011 

Dear Mr. Rosenblum: 

June 18, 1 986 
11 Sivan 5746 

Youe letter of June 11 reached our office during the absence of 
Rabbi Schindler. You may have heard that he suffered a heart 
attack while visiting Israel with a UAHC Board Mission. After 
a few aeeks of hespitalizat1on in Israel, Rabbi Schindler was 
discharged and,happil.>ii returned to his home this past Monday. 
He is doing very well but he will be taking some time during 
the coming weeks to recuperate and fully regain his health and 
strength. 

Rabbi Schindler is loath to lend his name to a specific cause, 
no matter how worthy, when •e is unable to give any time and/or 
effort to the work of the organization. Hh1le I know he is aware 
of the fine work being undertaken by Peace Nowi I cannot provide 
permission to include his name on your Advisory Board. That is a 
decision which must await his return to his desk, At the moment, 
I am unable to tell you just when that will be. But, I will cer­
tainly bring your request to his attention at that time. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. r1111 er 
Assistant to the Presideee 



PEACE NOW 
ISRAEL 
P.O. Box 108, Jerusalem 

NORTH AMERICAN 
REPRESENTATIVE 
Mark Rosenblum 

11 June 1986 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

27 W. 20th Street, 9th Floor 
New York, New York 10011 

(212) 645-6262 

North American Friends of Peace Now is attempting to form an Advisory Board 
at this difficult but important juncture. As you know, the peace process 
on both the Egyptian and Palestinian fronts has stalled. Cynics abound, 
asserting that the latest breakdown in negotiations demonstrates that peace 
between Israel and her Arab neighbors is an illusion. 

Extremist nationalist and messianic forces within both the Arab world 
and Israel welcome these voices of cynicism in their own struggle to 
undermine any peace process. Caught in the crossfire between cynics and 
rejectionists, Peace Now is trying to (1) encourage and support Prime 
Minister Peres' peace initiative and (2) educate Israelis, particularly 
youth, about the devastating internal costs of Israel's occupation of 
the West Bank and the erosion of the peace treaty with Egypt. 

In particular, Peace Now has become a central educating and organizing force 
defending Israeli democracy. On February 12, Peace Now led thousands of 
Israelis in support of democracy in response to Kahane's first party 
convention. On February 19, at the request of the Ministry of Education, 
Peace Now organized a special educational program on "Democracy and Personal 
Commitment" for junior and senior high school students in Jerusalem. Peace 
Now has also been commissioned by the Tel Aviv and Beer Sheva school 
districts to develop ten learning modules on the themes of pluralism, 
democracy, Jewish-Arab relations, etc. 4,000 students are currently 
participating in these modules and 70 instructors have been trained and placed 

in the schools. 

On April 14, Peace Now organized a conference in Hebron which brought 
together over 400 Palestinian Arabs and Israeli Jews to explore the 
possibilities for reconciliation and peace. Participation in this historic 
conference included eight Knesset members from six parties and scores of 
the most prominent political and intellectual figures. They condemned 
all violence and called for a peace settlement that would recognize the 
national rights of both peoples. This was the first public meeting ever 
held between Jews and Arabs in the West Bank. 

I . .. 

'· 



Many of Israel's leading military and diplomatic figures are leading 
activists in the Peace Now movement. They include historian Saul Fried­
lander, novelist Amos Oz, Weizman Institute President Arieh Dvoretski, 
and Professor Yehoshafat Harkabi. Abba Eban and Teddy Kolleck have 
supported the work of Peace Now and both have written supporting letters 
nominating Peace Now for the Nobel Peace Prize. 

The formation of a Friends of Peace Now Advisory Board will lend credibility 
and authority to our efforts at raising consciousness and funds. We would 
be honored if you would join us in spreading Peace Now's message of hope 
without delusion and providing support for Israel's quest for peace and 
democracy by becoming a member of the Advisory Board. 

I have enclosed a copy of our Statement of Purpose .and look forward to 
hearing your response. If you have any questions, I can be reached at 
the Peace Now office in New York (212/645-6262) or at my home (914/834-7928). 

Sincerely, 

Mark Rosenblum 

encl. 



.... 
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Friends of Peace Now 
Statement of Purpose 

North American Friends of PEACE NOW (SH~LOM ACHSHAV) was formed to support 

the policies and activities of the SHALOM ACHSHAV peace movement in Israel. 

SHALOM ACHSHAV believes that Israel's pursuit of peace must advance by means of 

diplomacy and negotiation and that reliance on military force only guarantees­

years of endless strife. 

Since its founding in 1978 by 350 reserve soldiers and officers of the 

Israel . Defense Forces, SHALOM ACHSHAV has grown into a nonpartisan grass-roots · . 

movement that draws its support from across Israel's political, religious, and 

social spectrum. SHALOM ACHSHAV has become Israel's largest and most influential 

force for a negotiated settlement between Israelis and Palestinians. 

SHALOM ACHSHAV and its North American supporters believe that such a 

settlement can be reached based upon the following principles: 1) Both sides 

must accept territorial compromise as the only long-term guarantee of peace. 

2) All peoples, including the Palestinians, must recognize Israel's right to 

a sovereign existence within secure and mutually acceptable borders. 3) Israel 

must recognize the right of the Palestinian people to a national existence to be 

realized in a manner agreeable to all concerned parties. 4) A peace agreement 

must assure Israel's security. 5) Jerusalem, the capital of Israel, must remain 

united, and Moslem and Christian religious interests must continue to be respected. 

SHALOM ACHSHAV's demonstrations have drawn hundreds of thousands of Israelis 

in support of its quest for peace. It has led opposition to West Bank expropriations 

and settlements, and it was the most visible and effective protest movement 

against the Lebanese war. Through its Education for Peace Program, SHALOM ACHSHAV 

conducts forums on tolerance, democracy, and security. In high schools and community 

centers, SHALOM ACHSHAV has brought together thousands of Jewish and Arab youth, 

while also providing private and public settings for dialogue between prominent 

Israelis and Palestinians. The hundreds of thousands of Israelis who participate 

in SHALOM ACHSHAV activities serve as a democratic bulwark against the forces of 

racism and extremism. Thirty-eight Knesset members have signed SHALOM ACHSHAV 

petitions, and the movement counts among its supporters such prominent Israelis 

as Abba Eban, novelist Amos Oz, and historian Saul Friedlander. 

North American Friends of PEACE NOW, functioning through more than seventeen 

local chapters, has three interrelated tasks. The first is to inform the American 

Jewish community about the issues and concerns facing the peace movement in Israel. 

The second task is to argue forcefully in local Jewish communities in support of 

the policies and programs of SHALOM ACHSHAV in Israel. Third, Friends of PEACE 

NOW raises funds to further the PEACE NOW educational activities in Israel, the 

United States, and Canada , Friends of PEACE NOW has conducted speaking tours by 

prominent Arab and Jewish Israelis and sympathetic Palestinians. It initiates 

public discussions and presents its views to numerous groups within the organized 

Jewish community while developing educational materials on issues of peace, 

democracy, and security in Israel. By supporting those in Israel who share our 

own democratic and Jewish values, Friends of PEACE NOW works to strengthen the 

commitment of North American Jews to Israel while helping to build the humanistic 

Jewish state that was the dream of the Zionist pioneers. 
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Mr. Gerald Strober 
25 East End Avenue 
New York, NV 10028 

Dear Jerry: 

March 14, 1986 
3 Adar +1 5746 

Thank you for your gracious invitation to serve on the Advisory 
Board of Youth Towns of Israel. This is a very worthy organiza­
tion and I know of its program. 

I really do not like to say yes to invitations such as yours when 
I know it will not be possible for me to attend meetings or be of 
assistance. I am reluctant to do so and I hope you understand. 
However, if you merely want to have my name on the letterhead - if 
that will help - knowing that my hectic schedule will preclude my 
participation on the Board, you may certainly feel free to add my 
name to the roster. 

Warm regards. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Deborah Hart 
Gerald Strober 
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Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex, 

~ v . vr r"" <ef'{1.._ 

~~/t1/ 

I am writing to you on behalf of Youth Towns of Israel, an 
organization that for more than three decades has provided 
educational opportunities and vocational training for 
Israel's disadvantaged youngsters, many of them orphans who 
came on Aliyah from backward nations and societies where 
their families faced severe persecution. 

I am not asking for funds at this time. I am asking that 
you join a new Advisory Board we are forming to give Youth 
Towns for the first time in the United States, a major lead­
ership connection. What I would ask is that as a member of 
the Advisory Board you agree within the next six months to 
visit one of the Youth Towns facilities in Israel. 

Youth Towns conducts programs in aeronautical technology, 
agriculture and nursing and its graduates enjoy careers in 
the aircraft industry, the health care field, on kibbutzim 
and moshavim and in all areas of Israel's economic and 
social infrastructure. One of Youth Towns graduates, Moshe 
Katsav who came from Iran at age five, is today, as you 
know, Minister of Labor and Social Welfare. 

Currently there are about eight hundred youngsters on the 
Youth Towns waiting list and the organization is attempting 
to add new dormitory and classroom space. While Youth Towns 
enjoys an excellent reputation in Israel for its delivery of 
services and operational expertise, the organization has 
never been able to enlist major support in the United 
States, either in terms of people who identify with Youth 
Towns important tasks or on the fund raising level. 

You can play a role in helping Youth Towns develop its 
potential in the United States. I hope the advisory board 
would meet at least once a year to discuss ways in which the 
organization can intensify its informational and fund 
raising efforts. 



, 
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Page 2 

Youth Towns was founded by leaders of the revisionist move­
ment, including Menachem Begin. While many of the leaders 
of the organization are associated with the movement, Youth 
Towns facilities have always been open to all deserving 
youngsters and its programs have no political or ideological 
content. Youth Towns simply has the mission of bringing 
children from disadvantaged circumstances into the 
mainstream of Israeli society. 

I hope you will join the Advisory Board and I look forward 
to hearing from you. 

Cordially, 



Mr. YitEchak Korn, President 
Mt. Atephen Grayek, Chairman 
World Council for Yiddish 

and Jewish Culture 
9 Mendele Street 
Tel-Aviv 63 431 Israel 

Dear Friends: 

February 24, 1986 
15 Adar l 5746 

In response to your recent letter I hasten to advise that I am agreeable 
to be of assistance in any way I can. However, I do hope you onderstand 
that my travel and meeting schedule is quite frenetic and I am not always 
available. Given the constraints on my time, I will, of co~, try my ut­
most to be of ~~lp. 

With warm regards and every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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George KJein 

December 24, 1985 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Thank you for your promptness in taking care 
of the matter we discussed. I've asked our Executive 
Director to forward the information to the Leo Baeck 
Institute and we will follow through. 

Again, my thanks for your help. 

Sincerely, 

""? 

CC: Dr. David Blumenfeld 

• 

499 Park Avenue New York, NY 10022 

/ 





Mr. George Klein 
499 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear George: 

December 23, 1985 

I have just received the copy of Haskell Lookstein's ''Were W 
Our Brothe Keepers?" which you and Rob rt Morg nthau were 
kind enough to send in behalf of the New York City Holocaust 
Memorial Commission. I write to express heartfelt thanks for 
your thoughtfulness. I look forward to reading this boo, which 
I understand has been highly prais d. 

I finally heard from the Lo Baec Ins itut people (my contact 
Gerald Meyer1 was out of the country for ometim. He is a 
promin nt international lawyer). 

Be that as it may, the information I relayed to them was not ntirely 
new since they had a call from the YIVO p ople, who wanted to know 
wh t the Leo Baeck Institute had in mind. 

In a manner so typical of the Germanic bred {I say that with love 
since I am at least in part of that breed)l 'they would like a letter 
spelling out the details of the project which you described to me. 
The letter is to be directed to Dr. Fred Grub 1, Secretary, Leo Baeck 
Institute, 129 East 73rd Street, New York, NY 10021, with a copy to 
Gerald Meyer, Esq. Phillips, Nieer, Benjamin, Krim & Ballon, 40 West 
57th Street, New York, NY 10019. 

Again, my thanks and my warm regards. 

Sincerely, 

• Alexander M. Schindler 
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Memo 

LEO BAECK INSTITUTE 

GERALD MEYER ... 

From the desk of 
EDITH J. MILLER 

GEORGE KLEIN INVOLVED IN CREATION OF HOLOCAUST 
MUSEUM/MEMORIAL NYC - BATTERY PARK -- MAJOR EFFORT--

HAS -IDEA WHICH MIGHT MAKE FOR SPACE AND ENDOWMENT 
(NO RENTAL) FOR LEO BAECK INSTITUTE~---- ALEX WANTS TO 
HAVE THIS BROUGHT TO LB BOARD BUT MOST BE BY SONEONE 
WHO UNDERSTANDS AND CAN PROJECT THE MEANING .... GERRY 
OR CAN HE RECOMMEND AND WILL PUT GEO KLEIN IN TOUCH ... 



LEO BAE CK INSTITUTE 
129 ~:AST 73rd STREET • NEW YORK, N. Y. 100.21 • RHinclander 4-6400 ., 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE as of Board Meeting May 23, 1985 

Prof. Alexander Altmann 
126 Glen Avenue 
Newton Center, Mass. 02169 
(617) 647-2644 

Prof. Werner T. Angress (EC) 
Dept. of History 
SUNY at Stony Brook 
Stony Brook, NY 11790 
3 Woodbine Avenue 
Stony Brook, NY 11790 
(516) 246-6514 of. 
(516) 751-7010 h. 

Michael A. Bamberger 
Finley, Kumble, Wagner, Heine & 

Underberg 
425 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 
371-5900 
172 East 93rd St 
New York, NY 10028 

Prof. Salo W. Baron 
29 Claremont Avenue 
New York, NY 10027 
662-4867 
R.D.#1, Box 473 
Honeyhill Road 
Canaan, CT 06018 
(203) 824-5337 

Mrs. Ilse Blumenthal-Weiss 
35-15 7~th Street 
Jackson Heights, NY 11172 
(718) IL8-6889 

Dr. Friedrich Brodnitz 
157 West 57th Street 
New York, NY 10019 
TE8-9130 
118 East 91st Street 
New York, NY 10028 
SA2-5574 

~rof. Gerson D. Cohen 
The J~with Theological Seminary 
of America 

3080 Broadway 
New York , NY 10027 
416 West 255th Street 
Riverdale, NY 10471 
678-8000 of. 
KI9-4003 

Eva Cohn 
4448 Tibet Avenue 
Riverdale, NY 10471 
543-8489 

Ernst J. Cramer 
Kochstrasse 50 
D-1000 Berlin 61 
W. Germany 
( GJO, 25 91- 2203 

Prof . Lucy S . Dawidowicz 
200 West 86th Street 
New York , NY 10024 
799-6531 

Herman Z. Elbin 
14 Saadya Gaon 
92267 Jerusalem - Rehavia 

Charlotte Elsas 
48 Wickford Road 
Now Rochelle , NY 10801 
(914) NE2-0269 

G0rtru~e Feuerring 
55 Central Park West 
New York, NY 10023 
877-7268 

Howard J. Fields 
112-20 72nd Drive 
Forest Hills, NY 11375 
(718) LI4-8217 
of. 233-2747 
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Ernst L. Frank 
85-19 Abingdon Road 
Kew Gardens, N.Y. 11415 
(718)849-6563 

Prof. Nahum N. Glatzer 
379 School street 
Watertown, Mass. 02172 
(617) WA4-0270 

Dr. Martin G. 
1597 Edgewood 
Palo Alto, CA 
(415) 327-0275 

Goldner 
Drive 

94303 

Prof. Alfred Gottschalk 
Hebrew Union College - Jewi s h 

Institute of Religion 
3101 Clifton Ave. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
(513) 221-1875 
h. 17 Belsaw Place 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 

Fred Grubel ( EC) 
Se cre tary 
2600-19 Ne the rland Ave. south 
Riverdale, N.Y. 10463 
543-1582 

Dr. Ma x Gruenewald ( EC) 
Honorary President 
18 Ha ran Circle 
Millburn, N.J. 07041 
(201) DR6-0238 

Edith Hirsch 
400 East 56th Street 
New York, N.Y. 
593-0618 

Dr. Hans George Hirsch 
6513 Kenhowe Drive 
Bethe s da, MD 2003 4 
(202) 382-1330 of. 
(301) 229-2249 h. 

~ 

Prof: Paula Hyman 
( t-Irs. .Stanley Rosenbaum ) 
148 Stonehurst Drive 
Tenaf ly, N.J. 07670 
Jewish Theological Seminary 

of America 
3080 Broadway 
Tew York, N.Y. 10027 
h. Tel: ( 201) 56 7-3319 

Dr. Gustav Jacoby I~_ g-5 
70 Pine Street 58th floor 
New York, K.Y. 10005 
h. 321 west 78th Street 
JJew York, N. Y. 10024 
EN2 -9226 

Dr. Alfred Jospe 
3001 Veazy Terrace N.W. 
Apt. 1330 
Washington, D.C. 20008 

Dr . Al fred Kl~stadt 
144 59 T·foshington Blvd 
Universi ty Heights 
Clc vclanc, Ohio 44118 

Fred u. Lessing , Treasurer (EC) 
630 Central Park hvenue 
Yonl;:ers , H .Y. 10704 
(914 ) YOS-2267 
h . 29 Penn Blvd. 
Scardale , N.Y. 10583 
( 914 ) SC3-1313 

Charlotte Levinger 
(llonorary Director) 
710 Par1;: Avenue 
New York , N.Y. 10025 
758-0637 

Dr . Ernst Lowenthal 
Kaunstrasse 33 
D-1000 ncrlin 37 
1!cst Germany 
8 0- 26-722 

_ _j 



Martin Mal;,nEer 
LBI CHIGAGO 
1509 Edgewood Lane 
Winnetka, Ill. 60093 
(312) 856-0200 

Gerald Meyer, Esq. (EC) 
40 West 57th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10019 
977-9700 
h. 18 Mitchell Drive 
Great Neck, N.Y. 11024 
(516) HU2-5002 

Prof. Michael A. Meyer (EC) 
Hebrew Union College Jewish 

Institute of Religion 
3101 Clifton Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(513) 221-1875 

Prof. George L. Nossc 
Department of History 
3211 Humanities Bldg. 
425 North Part Street 
University of 'dinconsin 
Hadison, Wisc. 53706 
h. 36 Glenway 
Madison, Hise. 53705 
(608) 263-1826 of. 
(608) 233-0915 

Mr. Alfreds. Oppenheimer 
3219 Timberficld Lane 
Pikesville, Maryland 
Tel: (301) 486-5610 
r.-;ri te to: 
P.O. Box 193 
Brookland ville, r1n 21022 
LBI Baltimore 

nr. Joachim Prinz 
P .O.B.466 
Woodland Ave. 
Dr nokside, NJ 07926 
(201) 543-4177 

Mrs. Dora Scho ci:en 
117 Old .Army Road 
Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583 
(914) SC3-7839 

,.. 
n rof. Ismar Schorsch (EC) 
.i:'resident 
The Jewish Theological Seminary 
3080 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 10027 
G78-8065 
h. 5430 Ne therland Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10471 
549-3426 

Prof. Kurt Schwerin 
6007 n. Sheridan Road 
Chicago, IL 60660 
(312) 275-6776 

Dr. Curt c. Silberman 
Floral Park Plaza 
25 Hanover Road 
Floral Park, N.J. 07932 
h. 11 Aspen Road 
·. lest Orange, N .J. 07052 
(201) 822-2222 

Dr. Hans Steinitz 
75 Park Terrace Hest 
P G\·.' York, ~-J p Y. 10034 
5G 7-9033 

Prof. Guy Stern (EC) 
• ;;-iync state University 
Detroit, r:ich . 48202 
( 31 3) 5 77-3129 
206 72 Knob l~ods Drive 
~outh ficld , Mi ch. 4 G076 
( 31 ]} 355-0757 
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December 23, 1985 

The H8n. Bobert M. Rorgenthau, Chairman 
New Yori City Holoc~t Memorial Commission 
lll West 40th Street 
New York, New York 10018 

Dear Mr. Morgenthau: 

I had occasion to be in touch with George Klein on another matter 
and expressed my gratitude to him fo_r the copy of "Were We Our 
Bothers' Kt:tSlpers?" It was thoughtful of the two of you to share 
this book with members of the Holocaust Memorial Commission and _I 
write to extend my gratitude to you. 

I have headd that this is a very fine volume and I look forward to 
some quiet time to peruse its pages. 

With thanks and every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



NEW YORK CITY HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL COMMISSION 

FOUNDING CHAIRMAN 

Hon. Edward I. Koch 

HONORARY CHAIRMEN 

Hon. Jacob K. Javits 

Prof. Elie Wiesel 

CHAIRMEN 

George Klein 

Hon . Robert M. Morgenthau 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Dr. David L. Blumenfeld 

December 16, 1985 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

The enclosed book, "Were We Our Brothers' 
Keepers?" by Rabbi Haskel Lookstein, has 
just been published, and has received high 
critical acclaim. It is a perceptive 
analysis of the American Jewish community's 
response to the Holocaust. 

As a member of the Holocaust Memorial 
Commission, we thought you might find it 
interesting and enlightening. 

With our very best wishes, 

/)]£-- -~--- ~ l-~ ~--
George Klein Robert M. Morgenthau 

111 West 40th Street, New York, New York 10018 
(212) 221-1574 



Mr. Charles Bronfman 
1430 Peel Street 
Montreal, Quebec H3A 1S9 
Canada 

Dear Charles: 

• 
• 

December 23, 1985 

The Golde Metr Foundation of Israel has undertaken a major program for 
Israeli high school youth on Democracy In Israel. I saw a film-strip 
describing the program and have heard reports concerning it from Israel. 
The program Is quite effective and very much needed at the present state 
of Israel's development. 

The Reform Movement has determined to cooperate with the Israel Labor 
Party In this venture for Its own sake and also because the Idea of 
religious pluralism can well be inserted into this program and made a 
part of It. 

Obviously, support Is needed for this venture and I suggested to the 
Labor Party leadership that Just conceivably you might be inclined to 
land a hand. If you can, I will be grateful. 

Uzi Baram. Secretary-General of the Labor Party, will be in Canada soon 
and he would like to see you to seek your help on this and a related 
venture. A Bavld Freilich wt11 call you In the next iew weeks to make 
an ,ppointment. Hopefully, you will make the time to give Hr. Baram at 
least a hearing. 

With warm regards and all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely. 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Mr. Paul Zuckerman 
Velvet O'Donnell Corp. 
P.O.B. 2368 
Livonia, Ml 48151 

Dear Paul: 

December 23, 1985 

The Golda Meir Foundation of Israel has undertaken a major program 
for Israeli high school youth on Democracy In Israel. I saw a film­
strip describing the program and have heard reports concerning It from 
Israel. The program Is quite effective and very much needed at the 
present stage of Israel's development. 

The Reform Movement has determined to cooperate with the Israel labor 
Party in the venture for Its own sake and also because the idea of 
religious pluralism can well be Inserted fnto this program and made a 
part of It. 

Obviously, support Is needed for this venture and someone suggested 
that Sam Frankel of your community could conceivably be persuaded to 
support this venture. Here then Is the reason for my letter: would 
you be willing to Introduce the Labor Party leadership f>O Sam Frankel? 

Uzi Baram, Secretary-General of the Labor Party, wll1 be In American soon 
and would like to see Mr. Frankel to seek his help on this and a related 
veeture. A David Freilich will call you In the next fe,,, weeks to see If 
an appointment ~an be made with Mr. Frankel. Hopefully, you will be 
willing to discuss this with him and prevail upon him to give Mr. Baran 
at least a hearing. 

Hope you're feeling well again. Rhea Joins me In sending warmest regards. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander H. Schindler 



Mr. Jack D. Weiler 
1114 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, New York 10036 

Dear Jack: 

December 23, 1985 

The Golda Meir Foundation of Israel has undertaken a major program 
for Israeli high school youth on Democracy in Israel. I saw a film­
strip describing the program and have heard reports concerning it 
from Israel. The program is quite effective and v ry much needed 
at the present stage of Israel's development. 

The Reform MoVIIID.ent has determined to cooperate with the Israel 
Labor Party in this ventur for its own sake and also because the 
idea of religious pluralism can well be inserted into this program 
and made a part of it. 

Obviously, support is needed for this venture and I &uggested to the 
Labor Party leadership that just conceivably you might be inclined to 
lend a hand. If you can, I will be grateful. 

Uzi Baram, Secretary-General of the Labor Party, will be in Aaerica 
soon and would like to see you to seek your help on this and a related 
venture. A David Freilich will call you in the next few weeks to make 
an appointment. Hopefully, you will make the time to give Mr. Baram 
at least a hearing. 

With warmest regards, in which Rhea joins, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Mr. Morris L. Levinson 
625 Madison Avenue 
12th Floor 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Morrie: 

December 23, 1985 

The Golda Meir Foundation of Israel aas undertaken a major program 
for Israeli Wh school youth on Democracy in Israel. I saw a film­
strip describing the program and have heard reports concerning it 
from Israel. The program is quite effective and very much needed 
at the present stage of Israel's development. 

The Reform Movement has determined to cooperate with the Israel 
Labor Party in this venture for its own sake and also because the 
idea of religious pluralism can well be inserted into this program 
and made a part of it. 

Obviously, support is needed for this venture and I suggested to the 
tabor Party leadership that just conceivably you might be inclined to 
lend a hand. If you can, I will be grateful. 

Uzi Baram, Secretary-General of the Labor Party, will be in America 
soon and would like to see you to seek your help on this and a related 
venture. A David Freilich will call you in the next few weeks to make 
an appointment. Hopefully. you will make the time to give Mr. Baram 
at least a hearing. 

With warmest regards, in which Rhea joins, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Mr. Jacob Hiatt 
20 Woodhaven Road 
Qorcester, MA 01609 

Dear Jack: 

December 23, 1985 

The Golda Meir Foundation of Israel ha undertaken a major program for 
Israel I high school youth on Democracy In Israel. I saw a film-strip 
describing the program and have heard reports concerning It from Israel. 
The program Is quite effective and very much needed at the present stage 
of Israel's development. 

The Reform Movement has determined to cooperate with the Israel Labor 
Party in this venture,Jer Its own sake and iiso because the Ideal of 
religious pluralism can well be fnserted Into this program and made a 
part of It. 

Obvleoaly, support is needed for this ventureaand I suggested to the 
Labor Party leadership that Just conceivably you might be inellned to 
lend a hand. If you can, I will be grateful. 

Uzi Baram, Secretary-General of the labor Party, will be ln America soon 
and would like to see ,ou to seek your help on this and a related venture. 
A David Freilich will call you In the next few weeks to make an appoint­
ment. Hopefully, you will make the time to give Mr. Baram at least a 
hearing. 

With warmest regards, In which Rhea Joins, I am 

t Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



,. 

.. 

Mr. Morris Dweck, 
National Director 
Public Relations 
State of Israel Bonds 
730 Broadway 
New Yorks NY 10003 

Dear Mr. Dweck: 

December 4, 1985 

Thank you for your letter of November 29 advising me that the 
35th Anniversary of Israel Bonds and David Ben-Gurion's 
Centennial will be celebrated at a gala international dinner 
on June 1, 1986. 

Let me assure you that we will not plan any special events 
on that date. In fact, we are 1n the midst of preparation 
for a Board Mission to Israel and our group will not return 
from this journey until May 31, 1986. As you can appreciate, 
this certainly precludes a major UAHC function on June 1, 1986. 

With every good wish and kindest greetings, I 111t1 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



... 

STATE OF ISRAEL BONDS 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION FOR ISRAEL 

730 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10003 • (212) 677-9650 

MORRIS DWECK 
National Di rector 
Public Relations 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
83 8 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

November 29, 1985 

We are writing to advise you that on Sunday evming, 
Jme 1, 1986, State of Israel Bonds will commemorate David 
Ben-Gurion 's Cmtennial and the 35th Anniversary of Israel 
Bends at a gala international dirmer. 

en that occasicn, we will be honoring a nwnber of 
rutstanding Jewish leaders from arotmd the world. We will 
be inviting the nation's most prominmt national and local 
Jewish leaders to the dirmer wii ch will be held in the Grand 
Ballroom of the Waldorf Astoria. 

Because it will be an event with great significance for 
Israel, we are requesting that you do everything possible 
not to schedule any major event on that date. 

Your cooperation is appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

~11~ 
.Morr is Dweck 

• 

PARTNERS WITH ISRAEL/ BUILDING ITS ECONOMIC FUTURE 



Mr. Daniel L. Ritchie 
EOD Dinner Chairman 
Group W 
888 Seventh Avenue 
New York, NY 10106 

Dear Mr. Ritchie: 

August 12, 1985 

Your letter of July 29 awaited me on my r&turn from travels out of the 
country. I hope you will understand and forgive the delayed response. 

Whl&lol would be pleased to serve on the Dinner Committee for the 29th 
Annual Equal Opportunity Day Dinner of the National Urgan League, I am 
unable to attend the September 10 meeting due to a prior commitment out 
of town. Indeed, I am not even certain that ft will be possible for me 
to be at the November 21 dinner because of a cobflic,tin schedule. Given 
these problems, I will certainlf understand If you deem it proper not to 
list me as a member of the Dinner Committe. However, if you feel that 
my name will be helpful in any way in regard to the EOD Dinner, please do 
list me as a member of the committee. 

With kindest greetings and every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



. ,. 

al thought you should add your name but we have 

to be careful not to getinvolved in buying a 

table for the dinner ..... 





DANIEL L. RITCHIE 
Chairman 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

GROUP ,v 
WESTINGHOUSE BROADCASTING AND CABLE, INC. 
888 SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10106 (212) 307-3100 

July 29, 1985 

I have agreed to serve as Chairman of the National Urban League's 
29th Annual Equal Opportunity Day Dinner to be held on Thursday, 
November 21, 1985 at 6:00 p.m., in the Grand Ballroom of The New 
York Hilton Hotel. I would like to invite you to serve with me as 
a member of the Dinner Committee. 

The National Urban League annually presents its Equal Opportunity 
Award to leading citizens. This year's honorees will be Mr. James 
E. Burke, Chairman, Johnson & Johnson and Dr. Jerome H. Holland, 
who will be honored posthumously. 

The Dinner Committee will hold only one meeting prior to the EOD 
Dinner. We will meet on Tuesday, September 10, 1985 at 4:30 p.m. 
at The Four Seasons, (private dining room 2 and 3), at which time 
Mr. John E. Jacob, President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
National Urban League, will join us. 

I do hope that you will serve with me on the 1985 Equal Opportunity 
Day Dinner Committee. The enclosed r esponse card is included for 
your convenience . 

Encls. 

Sincerely, 

./c__p1:;;;?7-::-----
~, L. ~ itchie 

EOD Dinner Chairman 

• 

Group W Television • Group W Radio • Group W Cable 
Filmation Associates • Group W Productions • Group W Satellite Communications • Group W Telev1sIon Sales 

Home Theater Network • Muzak • TVSC 



1 «u,,U. .oe/l.ve. on :the. 1985 EOV V.wneJt· Cornnu:Ue.e.. 

Re.gJt.e,t 1 c..a.nno.t .6 eJtv e.. 

1 «u,,U. [ ] «u,,U. no.t [ ] be. a.ble. .to attend :the. Cornmd:te.e. 
me.e,t,i.ng on Se.p.te.mbe.Jt 10.th, 4:30 p.m., The. FouJt Se.Mon6, 
99 Ea-6.t 52nd SVte.e,t, Vin.big Room.6 2 & 3. 

[ J You. c..a.n c..ou.n.t on OUA p~pa.wn nOJt. ta.ble.(.6) OJt. 

plac.e..o. T a.ble..o Mating ten $ 2, 50 0, ti.ck.eh $ 2 5 0 e.a.c.h. 

Na.me. 

Compa.ny/OJt.ga.n,A,Za..tion _________________ _ 

Addltu.o _____________________ _ 

Te.le.phone. NumbeJt __________________ _ 



14th Floo~ 

Mlt. Varuel L . R.1.-tdue 
EOV V.btneJt. Ch(U)Unan 
Na.Uona..l Ultban League, Inc.. 
5 0 0 EMt: 6 2nd Stlted. 
New Yo~k, New Yo~k 10021 



Memo 

i,n•N 
11m1ry 

m:,,;,111.3 
m,,,r.,H:J FROM _______________ _ 

David said this one icky and we should 

ignore it. Should they telephone to find out 

if you are willing to sign, we will tell them 

that it was something about which we did not 

have sufficient information and that we were 

going to be in touch with the LCCR to determine 

from them, .ior 1°1e knew i:iothi ng about this Q 

w~ be able to get 01Jt of it. 



NATIONAL ALLIANCE AGAINST RACIST & POLITICAL REPRESSION 
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Political Prisoner 
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GENERAL COUNSEL 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

FRANK CHAPMAN 
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Rabbi Alex Schindler 
Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10012 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

August 16, 1985 

We are writing to urge you to join us in signing 
the enclosed open letter to Attorney General Edwin 
Meese III calling for an end to the Justice 
Department's attack on Black elected officials and 
voting rights activists in Alabama. (See enclosed 
material for more details.) 

Since the Democratic Primaries last year, the FBI 
has conducted a massive investigation in Alabama's five 
Black majority counties based on allegations that 
altered absentee ballots had been cast. Eight people 
have been indicted so far. The first three, Perry 
County activists Albert and Evelyn Turner and Spencer 
Hogue, were acquitted of all charges on July 5. 

The Perry County trial demonstrated beyond any 
reasonable doubt that the government had no case, that 
in fact these are racially and politically motivated 
prosecutions designed to intimidate Black voters and 
put a chilling effect on the Voting Rights Act. 

Yet the Justice Department continues its attack on 
Spencer Hogue, charging him with attempting to 
influence a witness. Five Greene County activists 
begin facing trial on voting fraud charges August 26: 
Union, Alabama Mayor James Colvin, Bessie Jones 
Underwood, Frederick Douglass Daniels, Bobby Nell 
Simpson, and local SCLC leader Spiver Gordon. 

Time is short. We plan to release the open letter 
to the media on August 26 from the steps of the Justice 
Department. Please sign the enclosed authorization 
form and return it to the NAARPR office today. 

Sincerely, 

l ~(/~,,~~ 
Hon. ~ene "Gus" Newport 
Mayor, Berkeley, CA 
NAARPR Executive Board 

. 

~Pry~ y 
Mississippi Senate 
NAARPR Board 

Unity + Struggle + Organization = VICTORIES! 



National Executive Board 
Elected May 15th, i983-Chitago, Illinois 

RITA ANTHONY 
Birmingham, AL Branch 

ROSE CHERNIN 
Los Angeles , CA 

LLENDA .JACKSON 
Detroit, Ml Branch 

FLORENCE JOHNSON 
Women's International League for Peace & 

Freedom, St. 1,ouis, MO 

KENNETH JONES 
Washington, D.C. Branch 

MATTIE JONES 
Kentucky Branch 

WILHELM JOSEPH 
National Conference of Black Lawyers 

LUPE LOZANO 
Chicago, IL 

RAY McCOY 
Minnesota Branch 

CORAMINITA MAHR 
New York. NY Branch 

CHARLENE MITCHELL 
Communist Party, U.S.A. 

JUDGE CLAUDIA MORCOM 
Detroit, Ml 
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GUS NEWPORT 
Mayor, Berkeley, CA 

PATRICE O'NEILL 
Bay Area, CA 

ROSE PAULL 
Atlantic County, 1'(J Branch 

STEPHANIE AUTUMN PELTIER 
Leonard Peltier Defense Committee/ 
American Indian Movement 

MARSHALL PERLIN 
New York. NY 

JUDGE ROY ROULHAC 
Detroit, Ml 

JEAN RUBINSTEIN 
Essex County, NJ Branch 

REV. FRED SHUTTLESWORTH 
Cincinnati, OH 

JOHN STREATER 
Tampa Bay, Fl, Branch 

PAM TALLEY 
St. Louis MO Branch 

OPIO TOURE 
Oklahoma 

BARBARA TRUE 
Oklahoma, OK Branch 

DANIEL WALKER 
Bay Area, CA Branch 

JOSEPHINE WYATT 
Chicago, IL Branch 



Open Letter to Attorney General Edwin Meese III: 

Stop Justice Department Attacks on Voting Rights Activists 

Dear Attorney General Meese: 

We the undersigned to this open letter have followed 
the cases of Black civil rights leaders and Black elected 
officials in Perry and Greene Counties in Alabama with 
g~atinterest and concern. These are the so-call~d voter 
fraud cases involving the alleged altering of absentee 
ballots during the September 4, 1984 Democratic Primary 
election in Alabama. 

To date three people have been indicted in Perry County 
Spencer Hogue, Albert Turner and Evelyn Turner; and five 
people from Greene County -- Union, Alabama Mayor James 
Colvin, Bessie Jones Underwood, Frederick Douglass Daniels, 
Bobby Nell Simpson, and Spiver Gordon. 

On July 5 Spencer Hogue, Albert Turner and Evelyn 
Turner were acquitted by a multiracial jury. The govern­
ment failed to prove fraud. However, defense counsel did 
prove from our point of view that the Justice Department 
is more concerned with making presumptuous charges of voter 
fraud than with enforcing the Voting Rights Act. 

We vigorously protest the unscrupulous and vindictive 
way in which the Criminal Division of the Justice Department 
is currently being used to unjustly prosecute Black elected 
officials and civil rights leaders in Alabama. 

We are concerned about your role in Alabama because it 
is reflective of a basic policy shift to non-enforcement of 
the Voting Rights Act and Justice Department inspired and 
conspired legal l ynching of Black elected officials and 
human rights activists. Throughout the South in Georgia, 
South Carolina, Mississippi, etc., the Justice Department is 
attacking Black political leaders on phony voter fraud charges. 

The Justice Department has even continued its attack on 
Spencer Hogue by bringing new charges of attempting to in­
fluence a witness. 

We demand that all pending charges against the above 
named defendants be dropped and the FBI cease and desist 
from its dragnet of spurious allegations of voter fraud. 

We demand that the Justice Department return to the 
role designated by the Congress as chief enforcer of the 
Voting Rights Act not chief attacker. 



18,500 people were registered to vote ... : __ .: . . _ _. . ·-·--. residents of the local ~met~ry to vote.' .. :;:···: ........... • ,.i'4-1;· In fact, in the Second Congressional District of Missis- : . Proposals for reform offered by registration boards and s!ppi, the state's only disvict with~ maj_mjty bl'!~.~ popula•!f their political allies ~ould often have t~e same effect as t_~e~­hon, one-half of its twenty counties have mor~ registered -~· problems they are supposed to correct. In southwest Ala:,'' . voters on the rolls than people ·ofvoting age.,~ ••,,~,"' ~,~~ f ;:t bama, for example; recent proposats'of refonn would have Mississippi is not the exception·. In Vvilco'i Co~ty; .:.""•wiped away all names from the voting roils and required all Alabama, eighty-five percent of the total_ population ·was:~ citizens to re-register to vpte within ·a few months. Oppor:­registered· to vote in 1980, according to the reports of.the.. tunities for registration in most of these counties ire county'sboardofregistrars;however,onlysixty-twopercent . restricted to less than ten days a month and usually only • of the county was old enough to vote that year. In predomi-• from nine to five (and closed at lunch time). Most registration nantly black Lowndes County, where whites also control can only occur at the local courthouse. , : • . • ·t: the registration board, eighty-two percer\l of the total _ While farmers doing seasonal work might once have population of the county was registered tc>~vote in 1980,-. been able to re-register under these conditions, the fact ·is although only sixty percent of the population was of voting that most blacks in these rural areas now work regular age. 
shifts and must get the permission of white employers and In other Southern counties where registration rolls are miss a day's work to register. And for a large part of the better kept, some local officials know more than they are elderly blacks who have no transportation, this type of re­telling. In Alabama, the Secretary of State's office says that registration would mean no registration. most counties do not keep· voter registration data by race. In effect, these reforms would eliminate in two months a Yet, in Sumter County, local white registrars - appointed level of black registration that has required twenty years to by the governor of Alabama - have the information. They build. Thus, blacks in these counties have been offered a just don't distribute it. Less than two years ago, an SRC politicaiHobson'schoice:uselessregistrationdataorcrippled representative discovered on his third visit to that registrar's black registration. Most blacks have chosen to block the office that registration data was being kept for each precinct, devastating reforms and live without hard, accurate regis• by race on computer. White officials simply did not wish to tration data which could often help them target registration distribute the information and had denied its existence until drives. ; _ .! " it was inadvertently seen. Thirty-five years ago, V. 0. Key stated in his authoritative These inaccuracies and duplicities retard local efforts to study, Southern Politics, that "every local registration increase real voter registration and turn-out; they hide local officer is a law unto himself .... "In different circumstances officials' caprice and hostility to black voters; and, too often, today, the same conclusion applies to much of the South's they permit former residents of a county and current Black Belt. Southern local and state governments must 
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begin to collect accurate information on registration by race and to implement procedures that help - not hinder -people to register. Until we know how many blacks and whites are registered to vote in the South's precincts, we should assume that officials continue to hide mischievous practices which prompted the passage of the Voting Rights Act twenty years ago. 
■ 

Crackdown in the Black Belt 
:· Not-So-Simple Justice 

By ALLEN TULLOS 

In a trial that should reveal the distance the Reagan Justice Department will travel to cooperate with local white officials in suppressing the voting rights of black citizens, the case of United States of America v. Albert Turner, Spencer Hogue, Jr., and Evelyn Turner moved into a federal courtroom in Selma, Alabama, on June 19. Meanwhile, US attorneys continue to supervise investi· gations and bring similar indictments against grassroots civil rights leaders for alleged violations of absentee voting laws in five west Alabama Black Belt counties. Indicted in • Birmingham on June 11 were five Greene Countians, including longtime activist and Eutaw city council member Spiver Gordon, the black mayor of the town of Union.James Colvin, and three voting rights workers. 

Southern Changes May/June 1985 



~ t. (1 .. t~:~) Bobby Joe Johnson, Wilcox County Commissioner; Ralph Erving, tax assessor; Charles Prejean, Black Belt 
• Defense Committee; Wendell Paris, Sumter County Schoolboard Chairman; in front of the Wilcox County Courthouse,­

Camden, Alabama. "Twenty years ago we wouldn't have even been allowed to sit here." .. ~, _: . .,._~ -<-· · ·. / 1 ,.~·: . , 
. .. , , ~~ :· I, •• i ,..~ qr._· .•. • ~ :.·... ; • ;• •. ~:· .. " •. • • ·~ -~~- .,/t"). :r~J•~i~.~-'1:~f ;l ~ _;·i~ :t :':~\r,.··!~i ..... 

Other targets of the investigations include sheriff John Prince Arnold, one of the pl~intiffs .. '.~~1': l; ,1 :·s :J} '.;,f: :•'/. - ~ 
Hulett of Lowndes County, and - from Wilcox County- . The civil suit charges that Justice Department officials 
Rev. Thomas Threadgill (often regarded as the spiritual and US Attorneys "are engaged in a concerted effort to 
leader of the Black Belt) and county commissioner Bobby Joe unlawfully interfere with black citizens' associational and 
Johnson. . • political activities"·in the Black Belt, and that the current 

Arguing that the Justice Department's investigations of investigations discourage citizens from . exercisin~ their 
. absentee voting practices in Alabama arise from a Reagan right to vote. Federal and local officials are also accused of. 

Administration policy of singling out black votingrights ignoring numerous citizens' complaints as well as other 
activists for prosecution•, a group of nine black citizens information (such as that collected by federal election 
(including four elected officials) from Greene, Lowndes, observers) wxth regard to electoral fraud and intimidation 
Perry, Sumter and Wilcox counties filed a class action suit committed by whites and by black political opponents of the 
on June 11 in federal district court in Montgomery challeng• targets of the investigations. • • ·, 
ing this policy and asking that the current, discriminatory, _. _. -~- .. 
·investigations be stopped. < I~-;ec~t w~ks, a clutch of FBI agents operating out of 

Named as defendants in the federal suit are US Attorney Mobile, Montgomery and Tuscaloosa offices have questioned 
General Edwin Meese; William Bradford Reynolds, Acting as many as a thousand black absentee voters about the 
Associate Attorney General and head of the Justice Depart- casting of their ballots 'in September 1984 elections, Civil 
ment's Civil Rights Division; Stephen S. Trott, who oversees rights leaders in the region wonder where these agents have 
Justice's Criminal Division; and the US Attorneys for the been during the long years of white intimidation and 
Northern, Middle and Southern Districts of Alabama. The violence that have accompanied the challenge to minority 
Southern Poverty Law Center and the Southeastern Office rule in the Black Belt.· 
of the American Civil Liberties Union are representing the The involvement of US Attorneys - whom local black 
Black Belt citizens who have brought the complaint. citizens have taken to calling "federal persecutors" - in 

"We think it's unfair the way the investigation is being actions that intimidate voting rights organizations and 
conducted and felt this was the only way to let the people voters in this majority black region of the South presents yet 
know what was going on," said Wilcox County Sheriff anothe~ face of the Reagan Administration's national effort 
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to push back two decades of civil rights gains. While not as 
·widely known as Justice's moves to overturn affirmative 
.action progr·ams in state and local governments across the 
country, or its recent decision to oppose (in a US Supreme 
Court brief) North Carolina's singlemember redistricting 
plan, the trial of the "Marion Three" and the ongoing Black 
Belt investigations threaten to reverse the substantial 
electoral gains made by grassroots black majorities since the 

• passage of the 1965 Voting Rights Act. 

Southwest Alabama Black Belt Counties 

· • ' - . . 
. . 

The discriminatory nature of the Justice Department's 
Black Belt investigations can be traced to a Reagan Admini­
stration policy change. Prior to 1984,Justicedeferred to local 
authorities in cases of mixed federal-state elections in which 
an alleged crime had no effect on the outcome of a federal 
election. Just such an election was the September, 1984 
primary from which the current indictments have sprung. 
In the summer of 1984, Justice Department officials -
including William Bradford Reynolds and Stephen Trott 

• - ~ - 1 

-devised a new policy for federal investigations of cl~ti~~' • 
offenses. Now, 1federal~ officials ·could begin to· inve.tlgate 

• "political participants_~• who "seek out the elderly ,'socially 
disadvantaged, or th~ illiterate, for the purpose 9f subju­
gating their electoral will'' or under whose "watchftileye., a 
voter happened to "markhis or her ballot." According to 
Justice's manual on election crimes, this policy is aimed at 
persons who "exploit . -~ . the franchise of . • .. .. socially 
dependent voters." • . • . . • • . • - :::f,-l;. 

The Justice Department has applied this superfically 
helpful new policy in an .explicitly racial and regional 
manner, targeting for investigation only black civil rights 
activists in Alabama Black Belt and other Southern majority­
black counties. According to materials filed by the NAACP 
Legal Defense Fund in a pre-trial motion on behalf of Perry 
County defendant Spencer Hogue.Jr., Assistant Director of 
Justice's Office of Public Affairs John Russell is quoted as 
saying that "civil rights leaders and religious leaders" have 
been targeted for investigation because of "arrogance on the 
part of blacks" in the region. • . 

"They have come in here; with their indictment papers 
in their pockets, to wipe us out," says Sumter County 
schoolboard member Wendell Paris, one target of the 
investigation. "There's another Reconstruction headed this 
way. If they get the people they're after, that's the end for 
the foreseeable future of black sheriffs in the Black Belt of 
Alabama, that's the end of black state legislators, that's the 
end of officials elected by the majority of black people." 

At stake in the Black Belt is the coalescence of black 
political power over a multi-county region which has 
historically been dominated by some of the Deep South's 
strongest white politicos. At stake are scores oflocal elective 
offices, administrative control of revenues, resources and 
policies, sufficient clout to secure black participation in 
government public works contracts and programs, several 
seats in the Alabama legislature, influence upon the outcome 
of a US Congressional candidacy, and the margin of difference 
in a close Senate race. •• • 

Over the past twenty years, blacks in the ten southwest. 
Alabama counties affected most by the current prosecutions 
have gradually won local elective offices. Prior to 1965, 
whites controlled all ten county commissions, eleven boards 
of education and thirty-four town governments. Since the 
Voting Rights Act, blacks have emerged to fill the majority 
of the seats on five county commissions and five school 
boards. Blacks now direct the municipal governments of 
nine towns, while whites still remain in control of five 
county governments and thirty-three of forty-two towns, 
including every county seat. The 138 black elected officials 
in the ten west Alabama Black Belt counties account for 
forty-four percent of all of Alabama's black elected office 
h9lders. Among this number are three sheriffs, one probate 
judge, three state representatives and one state senator. 

Although anything close to exact voting registration 
figures for blacks and whites in this ten county area (indeed, 
throughout the South) are both hard to come by and reflect 
voting rolls from which the dead, departed and duplicitous 
of both races have not been cleared, the relative numbers tell 
a story. From the pre-1965 era when there were essentially 
no registered black voters in the Black Belt, 1982 registration 
figures show more than 70,000 black voters and 62,659 
whites. 
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Albert Turner 

"The local white powers and the feds have said that the 
Black Belt has gotten too politically strong," says Wendell 
Paris. "That's what this is about. This isn't really about a 
few absentee ballots. And they've begun by indicting Albert 
Turner because he is the bellcow of the Black Belt. 

"Do you think that they're going to come through here 
and put Albert and Evelyn in jail, Spencer Hogue in jail, 
Spiver Gordon and Rosie Carpenter in jail, John Hulett, 
Reverend Threadgill in jail - and you think black folks 
would come back to the polls?" 

The success of the strategy of collaboration between 
local and federal officials to thwart the emergence of black • 
political power in this majority-black region of the South 
will be significantly affected by the outcome and the public 
reaction to the trial of the three defendants from Perry 
County. ' • 

After months of a joint local-federal investigation in 
which white law enforcement officials, US attorneys and 
FBI agents targeted black civil rights leaders, violated the 
secrecy of black voters' ballots, evesdropped upon the 
activities of a grassroots voting organization, intimidated 
grand jury witnesses, and ignored evidence of election 
wrong.doing committed by the largely white, political oppo­
nents of the defendants, federal prosecutors have assembled 
the approximately two dozen absentee ballots which the 
Turners and Hogue are accused of altering, falsely witnessing 

t- -- .. • .. -
.~ ... 

! t: ~- '~ :..·. -~~: 

and mailing and for which they face years in prison and tens 
of thousands of dollars in fines. . 

Like Black Belt circumstances in general, • the Perry 
County situation must be understood in an historical 
context. For twenty years Albert Turner, Evelyn Turner 
and Spencer Hogue,Jr.,haveworked through the community 
organization which they founded, the Perry County Civil 
League, to improve the lot of black citizens in their home 
county and region. From 1965 until 1972, Albert Turner 
directed the Alabama activities of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC). He was a chief lieutenant 
and confidant of Martin Luther King, Jr., driving the 
highways and backroads of Alabama during the height of 
modern white resistance. 

• "There's no explanation in the world as to how I'm still 
living," Turner has said. I ran the state SCLC office. I was 
the top nigger. And I didn't back off of nothing. I went in 
every county in this Black Belt and preached and left at 
twelve o'clock that night and drove home by myself. And 
ain't never looked back. Now you tell me there ain't no God. I 
don't listen to that kind of talk." 

In the mid-1960s, voting rights activities of the Perry 
County Civic League first began to move the county toward 
political democracy.The group faced an intransigent land­
holding class, descendants of antebellum Black Belt planters, 
who owned the area's resources, and controlled the local 
governmental offices.Supporters of the Perry County Civic 
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. -.··,- . .... , .. . . ..t,,.,--, .. - ·' .. ...... :• , °'!- "" ~ League also faced the deferential customs, deep fears and • nghts act1vtst was murdered. When racial violence dimi• historical powerlessness of the ·black population in this • nish 0 d, white resistance continued with public and ·private _.region where economic survival has been tied for generations , institutions fighting against .integration and democratic }o the fortunes of local white families. ~ ·._ :· ' ~ ·: .:-; ' .:·. control. Today, Perry County, like th~ rest of the Black Belt • -;;~,The PCCL helped_ local blacks to fight the oattles for~r- remains at the heart ·of Dixie's private school, "Christian integration of public facilities and institutions. It assisted '. 'academy" movement. .. • • •• • ◄ • ~ ' ; poor, elderly and disabled black citizens .ii:i, making applica- •. . • i ."The effects of this history," observes Steve Suitts, SRC tion for federal food, medical and financial aid. And, over a executive director, "are real and direct upon many elderly period' o_f years, using the wedge provided by the Voting blacks who have been victimized by a history of racial Rights Act, the PCCL chipped away at white rule in this exclusion and violence - and by the low levels of education county where today sixty percent of the population is black. obtained as a result of government-enforced segregation. . Throughout the Black Belt prior to t965, blacks were "_For example, a black woman at the age of sixty-seven shut-out of the electoral process. No blacks were elected to today in Perry County has spent almost three-fourths of her public office in these counties for nearly a century following life in segregation where blacks could not vote. ould not Reconstruction. The Turners, now under indictment for attend white schools, could not use public toilets, ~ :1d had to alleged voting law violations, initiated the lawsuits that have a white person vouch for her in order to obtain loans or first brought federal registrars into Perry County to aid government services. This is why it is important that the blacks in becoming registered voters. PCCL suporters have black elderly, who make up fiften percent of the Perry carried voters to the polls, accompanied them past the County population have private citizens.whom they trustto uniformed presence of armed white lawmen, and upon assist in exercising the right to vote. For many of these request, have gone with them into the voting booth.As in blacks, merely approaching a courthouse or polling place surrounding counties where similar efforts were underway, means overcoming a lifetime of custom." . black registration in Perry County grew steadily, increasing "We have problems," says voting rights worker Rosie from twelve voters in 1965 to the over five-thousand names Carpenter of Greene County, "because we are competing that are on the current rolls. with white bankers, doctors, lawyers and businessmen. Blacks who protested their historical inability to vote in They sit near the polls to intimidate the black voters. Dr.Joe Perry County were met first with hostility, arrest arid P.Smith,alocaldoctorhere,cameoverto'theblackprecinct • violen~. In March 1965,Jimmie LeeJackson, a black voting at the Eutaw Activity Center and there were black people • • afraid to vote their conviction because he was sitting at that 

Annie Thomas and Rosie Carpenter of Greene County. 

table.' 
"A black lady told me when I went to show her how we 

were voting, 'I tell you what I'm going to do. Dr.Joe P. been to 
my house and he gave me this card and showed me how to 
vote. You know he's us doctor. I'm going to vote the way that 
the black people are voting, but I can't let him know it 
because he is us doctor and we will need him.' ~ 

"This same doctor," Ms. Carpenter continues, " had 
white folks picking up and hauling black folks. Out at the 
armory I saw white ladies bringing in their cooks and maids. 
I had never seen that before in history. The white mistresses 
were bringing their cooks in. 

"When Spiver Gordon was running to be the first black 
elected to the Eutaw city council," recalls Ms. Carpenter, 
white policemen were posted at black voting boxes, in their 
uniforms and with pistols." 

Absentee balloting emerged as a matter of serious 
concern to whites in the Black Belt during the late 1960s, as 
black registration became more common. For at least a 
decade.white absentee landowners and former residents 
who have ties of kin and friends ''down home," but who now 
live anywhere from Birmingham to Chicago to New York 
have continued to vote in Black Belt contests at the request 
of local white officeholders and candidates. (See "Crackdown 
in the Black Belt," Southern Changes, March/April, 1985.) 
On election nights throughout the early 1970s, white 
officials found electoral deliverance inside dependable ab­
sentee voting boxes filled with lopsided margins. Federal 
and state authorities took no notice, and sought no indict­
ments, against any whites on charges of absentee voter fraud. 

"Do you kriow why the roads to white folks' cemeteries 
are paved in the Black Belt?," Wilcox County Commissioner 
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Bobby Joe Johnson asks. "It's so people won't get their feet 
wet if it rains on election day." : - • '< ••• 

•• Black support groups such as the Perry County Cfvic 
League sought to counter white abuse of absentee balloting 
not only by registering complaints, but by registering a 
greater number of black absentee voters. They have worked 
to make the election process easier and more accessible for 
elderly blacks, for those attendin~ college away tram home, 
and for the many county residents who must commute to 
manufacturing and wood-cutting jobs across county lines. 

"You can't win an election in the Black Belt of Alabama if · 
you don't have a sophisticated get-out-the-absW1tee vote 
effort," points out Annie Thomas, Rosie Carpenter's sister 
and another experienced organizer in Greene County. 

Among the black absentee voters in the Black Belt 
counties are a disproportionately high number of voters who 
are illiterate or otherwise incapable by themselves of 
understanding the intricate procedures required in order to 
apply for, fill out , witness and return absentee ballots in the 
proper form. "Without the assistance of persons knowl­
edgeable about absentee voting procedures and the issues 
and candidates involved," says the SRC's Suitts, "many 
rural black voters in the Black Belt counties of Alabama, 
although fully qualified to vote absentee, would be unable to 
do so and accordingly would be deprived of the franchise." 

Virtually all blacks in the Black Belt over the age of 
twenty-five were educated, if at all, in substantially inferior, 
segregated · schools. The level of education for the adult 
population, especially the elderly, is very low. By the 1980 
census, only forty-three percent of the total population over 

This Publication 
is available in Microform. 
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Rev. Thomas Threadgill 

the age of twenty-five in Perry ·county had a high school 
diploma, although fifty-seven percent of all Alabamians of 
that age had high school diplomas. For the elderly and black 
the level of education is much lower. For example, the , 
number of persons twenty-five years or older with four 
years of high school education in 1950 in Perry County 
-those who would be fifty-five years or older today:_ was 
only 110 of 5,780 blacks. 

Black Belt counties are the state's poorest. To find jobs, 
many workers must travel out of their home county 
everyday. Census data for 1980 shows that thirty-one 
percent of the working population in Perry County (home of 
the Turners and Hogue) work outside the county. In nearby 
Lowndes County, the number reaches almost fifty percent. 
To vote, these commuting workers must miss work - and 
jeopardize their jobs with white employers - or obtain 
absentee ballots. . , . 

Job arid housing discrimin~tion in Black Belt counties 
has restricted many blacks to housing in widely dispersed 
rural areas, distant from voting locations. For these cit, -is, 
absentee balloting has meant increased participati .i , in 
elections. · . 

The right to vote in the Black Belt also remains irr aed 
by practical barriers. The number of days, the location and 
the times at which a citizen can register to vote this region 
are limited severly in comparison to more urbar: ... nd 
suburban locations in Alabama. 
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,·. ;-~ ~ ,~;:';,Y.~•,~,-04 ,,,.~jP~ , .. ,~• . .; .. -•~":- ., i · •·•• ;'"- ; :· - -,. • ~ • . ~-J.\.:~-;:. -?-,_.tfz.:i,..:v.. ": .• ~ _.,.~-~ ~ :f.-;· "'-';~[:1"'··.-:-. • .... r _ • ., , .. • \-·--: ·~ . __ ; ferrt o,!,lnty Ciyic teague's ·get-out-the-absentee: •• ~ • vote organization merits awards rather than indictments;: • The_PCCJ,. has taken a foothold in the Voting Rights Act and 
cfi~be<ftoward political power by squeezing every possible vote from the county's blackrommuniti~ . ... •• • • 
~- About ten or fifteen group leaders are ~sponsible for the · different communities of Perry County. Group captains first identify potential absentee voters and help them fill out 

applications for ballots. State law requires county officials to post, daily, the names of persons requesting absentee 
ballots and also requires the ballot to be sent on the day the county clerk receives the request. Black Belt voting rights workers watch the courthouse bulletin board to see wl)en a ballot is in the mail. •• · 

"And we get out there," says Rosie Carpenter, who performs a similar task in Greene County, "and make sure the voters get their ballots before anybody else can get them.": 
"Over the last several years, "says Steve Suitts, "elderly 
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black ~~ters _in th~ Black Bel! ha;;~ ~~e-~~ _d~pt;n~ ·t;~ i •~J 
black ~!izens, o~ten civµ rights a~v~tes, t~ assi~~-~~J;D ~ l : : c filling out their. ballots.. The relationship betweeif·. the : -' activists_ :•aiid el~li bl~cks. is ba~ ·upoi( i~~i~tC,~~ , , communication~ an~ shared assumpt!OllS.:__Th~. ~d~~t!?~ - ._ . must often interpret the oral instructions of the voter in,.. •• light of their pas~ relationship and unders~ding.~ :_~f~~_; f ._."For instance, several years ago, I travelled with1a black- i civil rights worker in the Black Belt as he visited with an9.., 1 assisted absentee voters. I remember in particula~ on~ :; : person we stopped to see, . . · . . . .. . •• :"" • i . , '"I want it done like last time,' said an elderly black : voter, telling the organizer how she wished to vote. Yet, on .. this election's ballot there were fewer candidates than 'last time.' 

"Because I was present," Suitts continues, "the black organizer asked the woman a question he later told me he already had answered for himself. _ •·· 
'You want to vote for the blacks that are running?' , 'You know that's it,' she said. 'Don •t you make fun ofan . old woman like me."' -

Oral tradition and black community consensus inform the political culture of the Black Belt. To be effective, civil rights advocates must make make good faith interpretations of oral instructions, which may not be plain in meaning to t others who do not know the assumptions established over time in their relationship. Yet, if community organizers approached many elderly and non-literate voters differently, they would discourage many of these folk from voting, and 
they would noJ have achieved the increased registration and turnout in the Black Belt since 1965. • 

Not all elderly black voters who need and ask for assistance fit the customary image. "We ·have some very •• shrewd and determined old folks among the elderly popula-
tion in this Black Belt,'' says Wendell Paris. "They are our best voters because they were the ones out there in the i l. 

~ streets getting their heads beaten in 1965. Anybody who was • fifty years old in the movement is seventy years old today. t_. They are our best voters. They'll get on the telephone and-: • call you and say, 'When are you going to come and get my . 
1 

vote?' They are serious about voting:•· _ '' 
After ballots are marked, they are collected door to door ' • by the group captains and brought to a central meeting. Perhaps one person picks up twenty-five ballots in her.' community. A man in another community may gather . seventy-five or a hundred ballots. All the ballots are brought together in order to know exactly who has been contacted ., and how many will be mailed. In Perry County, the marked i ballots are then taken to the county seat of Marion to be \ mailed, using postage purchased by the PCCL. In the ; ,. September 4, 1984 primary Albert and Evelyn Turner . mailed about 350 ballots; Spencer Hogue.Jr. mailed perhaps • 

150. 
"If you mailed a ballot from the end of the county, out in the rural area," says Rosie Carpenter, speaking from her experience in Greene County, "it probably never would get • 

to town." . White opponents have been known to go through the , backwoods roads of Perry County and take enough ballots . out of the mailbox to change an election. 
"This is what folks like Albert Turner went through the 
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Black Belt teaching people," say Wend~llParis. That's wlir.~ , • : • ••• 

. ·, ~~ . tl_le white folks consider ?i_m ~s the inst~gal?r of ~his..~-'.~'.f?f . ~.: , . 
. ·,.,;,,_;.::.": When black communities ar:e organized so thoroughly,? .-~­
. • / ·f . all the potential absentee voters are easily identified.-. '.'W~f,. , ..... ·i 
:.~:.,. kriowt say!;AnnieThomas, .. whoisgoingto college, who's:<, .. '";:·· 

_:-,.f • : sick~·wlio goes out of the county to work. .And that's what~;: f. /­~-..i. • the FBI can't understand. That's the reason they·took for.\- • ;_f' 
-~,_;·· . conspiracies and think there's.so much fraud. They know · ~ ~--

: • • thatthere is noway for any a single individualto honestly be ' 
able t6 go out in all' these places· and know who's sick or • 
who's going out of the county to work. What surprises the · 
FBI is the fact that we have a system whereby a l~l person 
who knows the community gets people these applications 
and ballots. They don't believe anybody could know all these 
people and their situations. But you can't do it any other 
way and hope to win elections." · 

With gradual but steady success, the Perry County Civic 
League has identified, promoted and help elect candidates 
that represent the majority of the county's black voters. Yet, 
as the current prosecutions demonstrate, the PCCL con· 
tinues to face a core of diehard enemies among the cou.ity's 
traditional white leadership, as well as a small but significant 
number of black political rivals who at one time or another 
failed to get PCCL endorsement for their candidacies. 

White powerholders in the town of Marion and the 
county of Perry have not .taken kindly to the PCCL's 
persistent attempts to perpetrate democracy. The beginnings 
of the current trial go back to the fall and winter of 1982-83 
when state district attorney Roy Johnson of Marion convened 
a grand jury to consider his allegations that the PCCL's 
voter'.assistance programs were not conducted lawfully. 
This investigation targeted Albert Turner and Spencer 
Hogue, Jr., and arose from the successful efforts of PCCL­
endorsed candidates in. the September, 1982 primary ·and 
run-off elections. Throughout the Perry County drama, 
District Attorney Johnson has acted the defender for the 
interests of the county's good white society. 

After Johnson ·presented his evidence against Turner, 
Hogue and other PCCL supporters, the grand jury found no 
grounds for any indictments. In preparing t\le final report of 
the grand jury, however, he inserted a passage referring to 
vote "tampering" and requested an "outside agency, pr~ 
ferably federal to monitor ·our elections." Subsequently, 
Johnson .and others in Perry County, including Probate 
Judge F1oyd Cooke appearing on local television, have relied 
upon this statement in the grand jury report as proof of a 
local desire and need for a federal criminal investigation. 

, Interviews with the grand jurors themselves, however, 
have established that they did not intend to request a federal 
criminal investigation, but were merely endorsing the kind 
of routine federal voter assistance and monitoring which 
blacks in the area have been requesting and receiving since 
passage of the Voting Rights Act. 

By the time that the majority black, locally constituted, 
state grand jury had failed to indict any members of the 
Perry County Civic League, District Attorney Johnson was 
already looking for federal friends in high prosecutorial 
places. In October of 1982 he wrote to Assistant Attorney 
General William Bradford Reynolds of the Civil Rights 
Division of the Justice Department. Johnson charged that 
the situation in Perry County with regard to absentee voting 

Bobby Joe Johnson 

; ' 
abuse and intimidation at the polls was "becoming explo-
sive." He said the county sheriff's office was unable to 
protect citizens' voting rights. Johnson suggested the need 
for a federal investigation and asked, not for the usual 
federal observers, but for federal marshalls to supervise 
upcoming elections. In reply, Assistant Attorney General 
Reynolds wrote Johnson that under provisions of the Voting 
Rights Act, the office of Attorney General could not send 
federal marshalls to conduct local elections. Reynolds sug• 
gested that Johnson take his information to the FBI or the 
US Attorney for the Southern District. 

Roy Johnson persisted. Sometime in 1984, the Justice 
Department and US Attorney Jeff Sessions of Mobile (who 
came to his prosecutorial office the grace of Alabama's firsts 
term Republican Senator Jeremiah Denton), agreed to join 
Roy Johnson in a federal-local investigation of members and 
supporters of the Perry County Civic League. Conveniently, 
this effort coincided with thechange in US Department of 
Justice selectiv~prosecution policies with regard to alleged 
voter fraud, and with the 1984 federal elections. 

In the summer and fall of 1984, with the encouragement 
of the Department of Justice, District Attorney Johnson 
began to pursue an investigation of the political and voter 
assistance activities of PCCL supporters. County officials 
and would-be officials worked in concert with the US 
Attorney and FBI agents to secure prosecution of PCCL 

May I June 1985 Southern Changes 9 



' 

I 
t 
I 

l 

i;: ,· I' 

I I 
1' 
I 

I .. 

i I 
! L 

i I 

I' 

! 

'' I . 

I 

which occurred in the Perry County investigation. •. • 1 ·.:. 
T he next step in the federal-local eff,ort was the convening 

- in the fall of 1984_.,..... of a federal grand jury, not in the 
Perry County area where all the relevant documents, 
witnesses and targets were, but in Mobile. Unlike the state 
grand jury convened in the Black Belt by District Attorney 
Johnson in 1982, selection of members of a federal grand jury 
- as well as the jury for the Selma trial - drew upon a jury 

... roll heavily weighted with white, male, Mobilians. •• . 

Spiver Gordon 

.. 
f. . 
• J, ., . 

supporters in order to undercut the organization's political 
effectiveness. The investigation included the assigning of 
the local law enforcement officials to monitor PCCL meetings 
with listening devices and to conduct surveillance of PCCL 
voter-assistance activities leading up to the September 4, 
1984 primary election. 

In addition, after consulting with US Attorney Sessions 
in Mobile and Department of]ustice officials in Washington, 
District Attorney Johnson advised several Perry County 
candidates or former candidates for local public office - all 
of whose candidacies had been or were being opposed by the 
PCCL- to file a lawsuit in September of 1984 with Circuit 
Judge Anne McKelvy. This suit's request, which was 
granted, permitted white Perry County Circuit Clerk Mary 
Auburtin (a long time PCCL opponent) to number all 
absentee ballots and envelopes - without the knowledge or 
consent of absentee voters - in such a way that the names 
of each voter and the candidates they voted for could be 
known to law enforcement officials. 

After the September election, FBI agents took the 
numbered absentee ballots, went to the homes of dozens of 
elderly black citizens, confronting them with ballots which 
they thought had been cast in secret, and began questioning 
them about "ballot tampering." By law, federal actions 
affecting the custody, secrecy and integrity of ballots must 
be supported by probable cause and authorized both by 
federal court order and the prior approval of the Public 
Integrity Section of the Department of Justice - none of 

In the weeks between the September, 1984, primary and 
the November general election, dozens of elderly, black 
Perry County absentee voters were interrogated at their 
homes, then - with the help of FBI agents, Alabama State 
Troopers, several Marion city police officers and a game 
warden -were loaded on buses, and with a Trooper escort, 
were transported two-hundred miles to testify about who· 
they had voted for and who had given them assistance in 
casting their ballots. 

These tactics of threatening, frightening and intimidating 
elderly and uneducated witnesses , and of leading many of 
them to believe that their absentee voting somehow violated 
the law, resulted in inaccurate and misleading testimony. 
Among the witnesses whom the Government carried to 
Mobile were several whose health was threatened by the 
trip; a man in his nineties suffered a stroke and a woman, a 
ninety-year-old woman had a relapse of heart trouble. The 
Mobile ordeal has convinced some black citizens of Perry 
County never to vote again. 

Alabama Black Belt 
Defense Committee • 

Financial support is urgently needed for the legal 
defense of the Black Belt community organizers 
indicted in the current federal investigations. The 
Alabama Black Belt Defense Committee has been 
established to raise funds and engage in other activities 
of support. Contributions should be sent to: 

Alabama Black Belt Defense Committee 
P.O. Box5 
Gainesville, Alabama 35464 
Phone: 205-652-6298 or 652-9676 

Mobile is not the Black Belt and the federal white grand 
jurors who were selected there had little understanding of or 
sympathy with the defendants' voter-assistance and voter• 
advocacy activities. Although members of the Perry County 
Civic League - and participants in similar groups across 
the South - engage in constitutionally protected activnies 
in helping voters obtain absentee ballots, by endorsing 
candidates, and by aiding elderly and illiterate voters to cast 
their ballots, these practices offended some of the Mobile 
grand jurors' strongly felt beliefs that voting is only proper 
when each individual voter votes in total isolation and 
privacy without the knowledge or assistance of anyone else. 
A twenty-nine count indictment was brought and the trial 
set for Selma. 
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Bulletin board, Greene County 

One other theme must be wound into the present story of 
the Marion Three and the Black Belt's prospects for political 
democracy. By 1982, two iocal groups - the White Citizens· 
Council and Concerned Citizens of Perry County - were 
working actively against the Perry County Civic League to 
elert white candidates and the few black candidates willing 
to fly a flag of convenience. The appearance of a number of 

'black "coalition" candidates, as they currently describe 
themselves in the Black Belt, represents the most recent 

·innovation in ·. the effort of white elites to ignore the 
handwriting on the wall. 

In Greene County, where the "coalition" movement 
stirred to life 1n early 1984 (and where blacks, who count for 
seventy-eight percent of the population, have held all of the 
county's elective offices since 1968), a published handbill 
announcing the "coalition's" organizational meeting argued 
that "if the forces of the radical Black front " were to be 
defeated, the "key for the 1984 County election is to support 
good, responsible Blacks and to keep Whites out of the race." 
This stragegy of combining white votes from the town of 
Eutaw with an obliging minority of black votes led to several 
victories in the 1984 Greene County election. 

"In the long run," Wendell Paris observes with regard to 
the white strategy of divide and cc 1quer, ."single-member 
districting is the best way. Ain't r doubt about about it. 
You see, you can always get a few 01 these blacks who ain't 
into nothing, who just want prestige, and a white man tells 
him, TU elect you, cause you are a good guy.' 

"Of course, what hurts these white folks so bad is that 
we did that to them. When we first got started we couldn't 
beat the entrenched white politicians. So what we did as 
black people was vote for a milder white man to move out the 
giant. And came back then with a black to beat the rookie 
white. They're reversing that on us. 

"What they're doing at this point is getting a Torn black 
elected and next time they're going in themselves because 

they hope to have us split,"• .•. - -: = ·,,.,. . .... , .,_ , .. _. :·,-;_: 
: To head off the "coalition" stragegy that'cripples black: . 
voting strength, Alabarn'a state senator Hank Sande.is of .',.­
Selma along with state representatives Lucius Black of 
York, and Jenkins Bryant of Newbern (black legislators . 
whose own elections testify to the growing self-determination 
movement in the Black Belt), n~vigated a redistricting bill 
through the Alabama legislature during the 1985 session. _ 
The new law provides for the replacement of the presenf 
at-large· method of electing county commissioners withnew 
single-member district plans for the counties of Greene, 
Wilcox, Sumter, Lowndes and Perry. Already, white probate 
judge Floyd Cook of Perry County- a stalwart of old guard 
opposition - has asked the Justice Department (under the 
preclearance provisions of the Voting Rights Act.1 to object to 
the new state law. 

"The local people in Marion," observes Wendell Paris, 
"would almost rather have war than for the legislature to 
have passed the single-member district plan. They believe 
that Albert Turner will run for one of the soon-to-be created 
districts and be elected. If he does, he could turn out to be 
chairman of the county commission, which would be 
tantamount to being probate judge. They were hoping 
Albert would be in jail by now, or on probation with his 
record ruined and his influence at a dead end." 

The prospect of representation on Black Belt county'.'~ 
commissions in proportion to the racial distribution of the 
population is unprecedented in the region. Supporters of the 
Perry County Civic League and voting rights groups in the 
neighboring counties soon to apply the colored pencils of 
redistricting to huge county maps like the one which fills a 
Jiving room wall at Albert and Evelyn Turner's home in 
Marion. 

"Free the Marion Three" reads the 1960s-style slogan on 
a tee shirt now being seen from Selma to Port Epes on the 
'Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway. Above the slogan appears 
a black and white drawing of the Turners and Spencer 
Hogue.Jr., as they pose in front of a map of Marion drawn in 
single-member districts. Will the census tracts belong to the 
peopll? 

"So now," hopes Sumter County schoolboard member 
Paris, "white voters in Perry County will get their two seats 
and we will get our three. In Greene they will get their one_ 
and we will get our four. In Sumter they will get their two 
and we will get our four . One person, one vote and a surer 
chance at fairness for black and white." 

And so the importance of the current trial in Selma. ■ 

Annual Meeting 
The 1985 Annual Meeting of the Sou them Regional 

Council will be held in Atlanta, Georgia, November 8, 
9, and 10. 

Please reserve these dates. More information will 
be sent to you later in the summer. ■ 
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Marion ·Fraud Tria/.Proof,Didn't Jell 
By JOE McFAbDEN The Judge ·pro~riy hid .fronf t_he . 

1
cleilr :~nd confu11lng statements. In 

Much or Alabama wu stunned by jury a 1usplclou1 fire at Turner'• ieveral cases, they have stunned pros• 
the acquittal or the Marlon 3. No one home and lndlcatlons that other coun- . ecutors by dlr.eclly contradicting pre-
ever really believes "Innocent until . lies•· voling might be just 88 bad If the' • vlous gran4 Jury teaUmony. • • , 1 
proven gullly," Mere Indictment FBI looked aa closely. Neither had: • "Many ·have spokin ·1n nearly ln• . 
ralaes·susplclons that at least some of . 1 anyth1ng to do • audible tones. At least alx were ac• 
those 26 ·quealloned ballots were false. • with whether• companied by a nurse, one was blind, 

Yet a multiracial jury, sequestered ,·these particular one toothless. another wheelchair-
from suspicions of arson and con- ballots· had been bound and several carrying canes. At 
tempt-of-court alarums, found all a 1 t e r e d • least two praised the defendents, call-
three innocent of all charges In less fraudulently. Ing them 'fine boys' and friends who 
than three hours of d.ellberatlon. • But the rest of had helped them plant seeds and run 

"Now the federal court says you us dwelled on errands over the years .... 
can vote as man times as you like," · -~· ·)i : thplcetsuerpea, r1tsncloufd' th

1
neg "When Eva Lou Smith took the 

was not an unusudl reaction. "When· ~II stand, for Instance, she first told the 
things get hot, start a fire." lawyers on both• proseculor she didn't vote In the prl• 

None of the working press who sat aides 88 much as mary. 'I aln't gonna lie,' she said 
through the presentation of court.rC?OJJl McFadden the Judge let felsUly, her gray hair covered with a 
evidence expressed much surprise. them. People farther away In this kind 'yellow kerchief. 
Nobody proved vote fraud. The rest of of situation sometimes get • plainer . '' 'You know nothing about this 
us succumbed to the volatile nature of view. ballot?' asked the prosecutor, Gloria 
the subject and grasped at any straw Consider this resume for . Ute . Bedwell. 
which 11ur-1"10rted whatever we held as readers of Newsday, a newspaper ·on " 'No, I don't,'. Smith answered. 
a preconceived notion. Long Island. Reporter Marilyn Milloy : Asked later lf she voted In September, 

There were plenty to grasp. Person- described the trial at the point where ' , ahe said, 'Yes, I think I did.' 
tried by Albert Turner, the defendants the prosecution witnesses had testl• , -!'She then told a defense attorney 
were the same Individuals who had fied and court was closed on Sunday, ·,he had authorized (a defendant) to 
. overturned an entire social system, June 30. help her 'decide how to vote.' Asked lf 
forced the same revolutionary voting "Government witnesses, partlcu- .her ballot lndlcat(d the same choices 
law they were accu1ed of violating larly elderly resldenu on whom prose- she'd made when she voted, 1he said 

agreed on two main points. The 
evidence was doubtful. Prosecutori. 
weren't very convincing. 

Aa the Advertiser's Al BeM wrote 
afterward, defense lawyers. exulted 
when the government Insisted on read~ 
Ing SWO!'Jl grand jury testimony Into 
the record - there lay their defense, 
engraved, sealed and Impervious to 
questions. Proceed to Atlanta's Mayor 
Young as a character witness and then 
closing arguments. 

"A popgun versus cannon," another 
reporter described this part of the 
trial. The government lady stumbled. . 
from one document to another reading 
her halting argument when she could 
lay hands on the right paper. 

By contrast, any one of the row of 
defense attorneys was prepared to 
spellbind anything from a Sunday 
nlghl congregation to a recalcitrant 
juror. 

But suppose they'd ~n evenly 
matched. What of the evidence ltseU7 
ln that case, surmised a reporter, 
acquittal might have taken as much as, 
four hours . 

and 20 yellrs lat.er still sometimes cutora were relying for much of their .after a pause, 'I can't see It good.' " 1'11e writer Js aenior editor of Tbe 
agitate have-nots agaln.st the haves. strongest testimony, have offered un• Local or vl~ltlng; reporters seemed Adverti,er. 

·t :· 1· • •• .: • -~--- - ·-!.;.,,~---------
__ ......,.~""----------------- -------'-'..,.,,;'.f. 

:.-.:·•· -·~ : ·.• ... •. 



N J10 AL ALLI NCE AGAlNST 
RACIST POLITICAL REPRESSION 
126 West 119th Street - Suite 101 

New York, NY 10026 



SI GNATURE' AUTHORIZATION / OPEN LETTER TO ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Please include my name as a signer of the open l et ter t o Attorney Ge ne ­
ral Meese pro t esting government att a cks on v o ting ri ght s activ i sts i n 
Alabama. 

Name ---------------------------------------
Address 

City State Zip Tel. -------------- ---- ------ -----------

Organization(or other)identification ---------------------

---Organization for Identification Only 

Signature ------------------------------------
____ I want to work with you around this issue. Please contact me . 

Return To: National Alliance Against Racist & Political Repression 
126 West 119th St. Suite 101 
New York NY 100 26 
( 212) 866-8600 
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RELIGIOUS COALITION FOR ABORTION RIGHTS , INC. 
100 Maryland Avenue, N. E . 

/ Washington , D. C. 20002 

To : RC R Denominational Leaders and Board Members 

(202) 543- 7032 

From : Mark A. Bartner , Legislative Coordinator (\'\ 1'.¥?/ 
Date : August 8, 1985 

I , 
j 

Re : Letter in response to assault on family planning funding 
r")I Cb-

The latest manifestation of the fight for abortion rights is the assault on 
family planning in the guise of opposing abortion . Anti-choice forces have joined 
with opponents of family planning in a new strategy aimed at ending all U.S . 
support for family planning, both domestic and international . This campnign has 
already lead to the dcfunding of the International Planned Parenthood Federation 
(IPPF) and possibly the United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA), and 
threatens the reauthorization of Title X, the national family planning program. 

The assault on family planning has been led by the usual anti-abortion 
activists -- Jesse Helms, Chris Smith , Henry Hyde , etc. They have succeeded in 
turning debate on family planning programs into debates on abortion . Arguing that 
funding any agency which uses even its non-U . S. funds for abortions is to support 
abortion , Hyde and others have jeopardized these programs , which do more to prevent 
unintended pregnancies , and t hus abortions , t han a l l the moralizing of 
right-to- lifers . 

In June , the House failed to reauthorize Title X on a suspension vote . 
Although a bare majority supported reauthorization , a two- thirds majority was 
required for passage under suspension . The narrowness of the vote indicates that 
there has been a significant drop in Congressional support for Title X. The Senate 
version has 32 cosponsors, but the bill is being blocked by Sen . Orrin Hatch 
(R-UT) . Title Xis due to expire on October 1 if it is not reauthorized. 

The FY 1986-87 foreign aid authorization bill, while still granting $290 
billion in budget authority for family planning programs , nevertheless earmarks no 
funds for UNFPA and IPPF, which traditionally receive a set share of the funds . 
This frees the Administration to pursue its "Mexico City" population policy , which 
denies funding to any non-governmental agency which directly or indirectly suports 
abortion; and to withhold funding from UNFPA in the guise of protesting coerced 
abortion and infanticide in the People ' s Republic of China. It is important to 
remember that U. S . funds have been prohibited from being used for abortions since 
1973. 

Since Congress has heard from religious leaders opposed to family planning, 
it is imperative for religious leaders who support the U. S. commitment to famiJ.y 
planning to speak out . We are therefore planning to send the enclosed letter to 
all Members of Congress, signed by the heads of each organization or denomination 
within RCAR . We would also welcome denominations and groups which are not RCAR 
members , but support family planning . At this time , it is vital for religious 
leaders of diverse faiths to express their s upport for family planning . 

We have compiled a list of denominational leaders whom we would like to sign 
the letter . In order to save time , a copy of the letter and this memo is going to 
RCAR Board members and those denominational leaders ( please refer to enclosed 
list ). RCAR Please also refer t he letter to other denominational leaders whom you 
believe should sign the letter . Board members are asked to follow up to get 
leaders of your denomination to sign the letter . In addition , Board members are 
asked to notify us if there is a better procedure for obtaining signatures from 

\ 



RCAR Denominational Leaders & Board Members 2 - August 8, 1985 

your denominational leaders . We would like your response by Friday , August 23 , so 
that the letter can be mailed before Congress returns in September . Enclosed are 
two labels which we will use for your signature on the letter . Please sign them 
and return them to RCAR . Please indicate your correct title if different from that 
on the enclosed list . 

Please contact Mark Bartner or Freddie Hodges for more information . Thank 
you for your cooperation . 

-



DRAFT LETTER ON FAMILY PLANNING 

Dear Representative: 

As representatives of a number of diverse faith groups, we are 
writing to express our unwavering support for international and 
domestic family planning funding by the United States. We are deeply 
concerned about the outcome of recent votes concerning international 
family planning services and Title X, the national family planning 
program. We remain committed to these programs, and are particularly 
concerned that the abortion issue is being used to smokescreen 
opposition to family planning. 

It cannot be stated strongly enough that family planning is the 
single most effective method of reducing the need for abortion 
services. We, too, are concerned about maintaining traditional family 
values, but we do not believe that the defunding of population programs 
is the answer to these concerns. Family planning is one of the most 
"pro-family" issues of our time. 

Internationally, many religious organizations work in developing 
nations, where they witness daily the poverty and starvation which 
accompanies worldwide drought. It is a blessing for men and women to 
be able to plan for the children for which they can adequately care, 
and not to have to suffer the agony of watching malnourished children 
die slowly in their arms. 

The foreign aid authorization bill passed by Congress this year 
will restrict funding to the International Planned Parenthood 
Federation and the United Nations Fund for Population Activities. The 
result will be to increase misery and suffering, and may ultimately 
result in the need for increased abortion services. Reducing aid to 
effective international population programs will not reduce the 
abortion rate. We should not punish more than 100 countries which 
benefit from UNFPA population funds because of our concern about 
coercion in China, which has a lower abortion rate than the U.S. No 
UNFPA funds are used for abortions anywhere in the world, including 
China. 

The attempt to weaken or defund Title X will not increase morality 
or reduce the number of abortions. It will, however, increase the 
number of teenagers who become pregnant and subsequently have abortions 
because they are too poor or too scared to obtain family planning 
services another way. The confidentiality of Title X guarantees to 
millions of teenage girls and low-income women the availability of 
contraceptives and counseling, thereby making it less likely that they 
will become pregnant unintentionally. 

Title X also provides funds for fertility services, which give 
childless couples a real chance to have wanted children; prenatal care, 
which leads to the delivery of healthy babies; and research to improve 
the safety and effectiveness of contraceptives. All of these 
activities are "pro-family," because the purpose of Title Xis to help 
people plan for the children and families they can afford to love and 
cherish. 



DRAFT PAGE 2 

Responsible people must be permitted to make responsible choices 
concerning their reproductive lives. The right to privacy should be 
protected, and the vital humanitarian aid provided through UNFPA and 
IPPF must continue to be available, as it has been for two decades. We 
urge you to encourage the President to continue funding UNFPA at 
current levels and to restore funding to IPPF at the earliest possible 
opportunity. 

As religious leaders representing numerous Protestant, Jewish and 
other faith groups, we encourage you to vote to restore both domestic 
and international family planning funding as a means to enhance the 
quality of life for the entire world community. 

BECAUSE OF RECENT AIMINISTRATION ACTIONS (SEE ENCLOSED ARTICLE) REGARDlliG 
.. ,. INTERNATIONAL FAMILY TIANNING FUNDlliG, WE HAVE ADDED TI-IE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPH, 

TO BE lliSERTED AFTER TI-IE FOUR.lli PARAGRAPH ON PAGE ONE: 

We are also concerned by the recent decision by Agency for International 
Development (AID) Administrator M. Peter McPherson to dramatically increase 
funding to agencies which promote only "natural" family planning. We believe 
that people have the right ·to make an informed decision on what method of 
family planning suits them best, based upon complete and accurate information 
about all options available to them. Promoting "natural" family planning, 
which studies have proven to be highly ineffective, denies women the 
opportunity to make an informed choice. By doing so, AID is imposing one 
religious belief concerning contraception to the detriment of views of other 
religious traditions. The withdrawal of the informed consent guidelines, 
which have effectively guided AID policy for 20 years, threatens the 
effectiveness of birth control programs throughout the world. For this 
reason, as well, it is vital for Congress to take a stand in favor of 
maintaining longstanding U.S. support for family planning programs as part of 
our longstanding commitment to development assistance. 
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'Natural' Family Planning Groups Funded 
Maj9r Shift by AID, Effective Immediat~ly, Follows Vigorous Lobbying Campaign 

By Lionel Barber 
Wastunaron Post St•!f Writer 

In a break with a long-established 
policy, the Agency for International 
Development has agreed to fund 
groups that promote only "natural" 
family planning in underdeveloped. 
countries, without reference to oth­
er available fonns of contraception. 

In the past, AID required all its 
grant recipients to supply couples 
with a wide choice of contraceptive 
methods, such as birth-control pills, 
intrauterine devices, spermicides 
and condoms. 

The agency's shift means that 
the natural family planning advo­
cates will be able to promote just 
their own method, which i!wolves 
refraining, from sexual intercourse 
during about half of a woman's men­
strual cycle. 

Some of the groups oppose the 
use of other contraceptive methods, 
saying that they destroy life in its 
earliest forms through mechanical 
or chemical means. 

The policy change comes after a 
vigorous lobbying campaign by 
some na'tural family planning 
groups that involved Vice President 
Bush and former White House aide 
Faith Ryan Whittlesey, who is now 
the U.S. ambassador to Switzer­
land, 

AID is the federal agency most 
involved with channeling foreign aid 
and information for family planning 
to the Third World. 

The new policy will apply imme­
diately to a $20 million AID pro­
gram for five years that will pro­
mote this method. 

Since 1981, AID funding for nat­
ural family planning has mush­
roomed from $800,000 to $7 mil­
lion. 

The oatnral tami!v planning 
groups who lobbied for the chang~ 
are opposed to abortion and al] 

forms of coorcaceptiao arbec than promoting abortion in China-a 
periodic abstinence. charge denied by McPherson, who 

I hey now encourage use of the has repeatedly emphasized that 
so-called Billings method, in which AID promotes all forms of family 
women test their cervical mucus to planning except abortion. 
determine when they are fertile and According to Capitol Hill sources, 

pr·essure to change the agency's 
thus when they must abstain from . "informed-consent" policy came 
intercourse. first in a March 13 letter to 

But the effectiveness of the McPherson from Whittlesey' then 
method has been challenged. A re- special assistant to the president for 
cent World Health Organization public liaison. 
survey in El Salvador, India, Ire- Whittlesey voiced the concern of 
land, New Zealand and the Philip- the Catholic League for Reli iou 
pines found that even though 93 and 1vi ights t at AID was dis­
percent of the women were able to cnmmatmg against natural family 
recognize when they were fertile, planning organizations that were 
the method was only 78 percent seeking agency grants. ' 
effective because couples did not "I would appreciate your guid­
abstain from intercourse when they a~ce regarding these allegation_s 

smce they would affect . the pres1-
were supposed_ to. • - - • - -_- ·- - • ' - dent's credibility with the pro-life 

The change m the Af? pohcy ~as movement, which has been so sup­
angered groups,. com1:11tted to m- portive of the president," she 
formed consent, the idea that peo- wrote. "It would be unfortunate if 
pie receiving family planning advice any coriflict developed between the 
should be given information on a administration's pro-life policies and 
wide range of birth-control choices. its population assistance policies." 

"For 20 years, AID has strongly Whittlesey asked McPherson 
supported freedom of choice in fam- ~hether informe_d consent was an 
ily planning programs. It has now internal AI? pohcy or ~e~mred by 
adopted a policy that will deny wo- Con~ress. If N_FP recipients are 
men abroad freedom of choice in req~1re_d to provide refe~rals to or­
th · th d f f mil 1 • " gam.zat1ons that engage m abortion 

~ir me O O a Y P anmng, or provide chemical or mechanical 
said Kathleen M~co,_ ~pokes- techniques, we will be excluding the 
m:m fo~ the Population Cns1s Com- very groups that are more effective 
nuttee in Washington. in promoting NFP ... ," she wrote. 

But the decision has delighted On March 15, McPherson met 
the groups that lobbied for it. "I am with representatives of antiabortion 
still boggled that we won on this groups. Among them was Mercedes 
issue; I never expected it," said Arzu Wilson, executive director of 
Mike Marker co-director of the the Family of the Americas Foun­
Minnesota-bas~d Human Life Cen- dation, which lists as one of its ob­

jectives "the rejection of contracep­
tion, abortion and sterilization." 

ter. 
Since he was appointed in 1981, 

AID Director M. Peter McPherson 
has been under pressure from con­
servatives and antiabortion groups. 
They have criticized AID for pro­
viding foreign aid to famine-struck 
Marxist regimes in Mozambique 
and Ethiopia and accused the agen­
cy of being indirectly involved in 

According to an internal AID 
memorandum, Wilson asked if AID 
intended to change its policy on in­
formed consent. When McPherson 
said it did not, Wilson replied: 
"Then we are out of it." 

On May 21, Wilson and Rep. 
Henry J. Hyde (R-111.), a vocal op­
ponent of abortion, met with the 

vice president. On May 29, Wilson 
wrote Bush: 

"As you so rightly commented, 
Mr. Vice President, the internal 
regulations that Mr. McPherson 
refuses to change are absolutely 
irrational and are channelling tax­
payers' monies to the wrong 
hands." 

According to Bush spokesman 
Shirley Green, the vice president 
thought that government regula­
tions were standing in the way of a 
worthy goal. "He thought the policy 
should be reviewed," said Green, 
"but he did not lean on McPherson." 

In mid-June, AID softened its line 
on "infonned consent," saying that 
to qualify for agency funds, natu-ral 
family planning groups only had to 
refer clients · to other family plan­
ning services if they specifically . 
asked for such information. 

But • on Jurie 18, eight natural 
family planning groups, led by 
Marker and Wilson, wired McPher­
son to say that their "conscience" 
prevented them from going along 
with this policy. 

By July 8, McPherson had altered 
the agency's position, saying the 
groups did not have to provide in­
formation on other methods. 

"I struggled with this decision a 
lot," McPherson said last week. "It 
was not taken in a day. But I feel 
this modification is an advance of 
family planning overall." 

He said that the policy had ex­
cluded · many of the groups most 
knowledgeable about natural family 
planning from ·qualifying for the 

. agency's expanded grant program 
in that area. 

Asked if Bush had pressed him to 
change the policy, McPherson re­
plied, "His office did talk to me 
when they referred Mrs. Wilson's 
letter to me. I called the vice pres­
ident after I had made my decision. 
He said 'Fine.' " 
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Killing Popul(ition Aid • 

REP. DAVID OBEY, chairman of the House 
subcommittee dealing with foreign aid appro­
priations, says he won't recommend any 

money for international family planning programs 
next year until Congress decides what if any policy 
it wants to pursue. :Mr. Obey is no foe of these pro­
grams. But, he points out, amendments added to 
other bills, together with new restrictive adminis­
_ tration regulations, may have put most family plan-
• ning programs out of business already. As a result, 

the need for continued funding is unclear . 
It would be nothing less than a tragedy if the 

United States, for more than a generation the 
world's principal sponsor of population aid for de­
veloping c,ountries, ended its support. No small ele­
ment of the tragedy would be the increases in in­
fanticide, abortion and infant mortality that would 
inevitably result. But Congress cannot go on pre­
tending to respond to widespread public support 
for voluntary family planning programs while also 
making it impossible for ~ose programs to oper-
ate. , • 

U.S. family planning aid has always operated on the 
premise that deference should be paid to local laws 
and a.JStoms and personal preferences. Channeling 
aid through voluntary and multilateral organizations 
has been the preferred approach to avoid the appear­
ance or the reality of interference by the U.S. gov­
ernment Developing a trustworthy network of ser­
vice providers in impoverished and remote areas has 
not been easy. But the cooperation of church groups, 
vohmtary organizations and local governments has 

produced significant progress in recent years. • 
No U.S. money-for that matter, no United Na­

tions money-is used for legal abortions, much less 
for coerced abortions or infanticide. The Reagan 
administration itself has investigated and certiiied 
that. Nonetheless, in the name of combating al-

• leged coercive practices in China, both houses have 
adopted aJTiendments to a supplemental appropria­
tions bill and to the foreign aid authorization bill 
that may make it impossible for many family plan­
ning programs to operate. 
. The Agency for International Dev~lopment, 
moreover, having already cut off aid to the Interna­
tional Planned Parenthood Federation, the major 
operator of programs in developing countries, has 
now issued rules giving favored treatment to pro­
grams that counsel sexual abstinence as the only 
method of birth control. The new rules also require 
all other local agencies to stop dealing with doctors, 
hospitals and ·other medical service providers that 
perf onn legal abortions. • • 
. The most vocal groups advocating these restric­
tions make no bones about the fact that they op­
pose all "artificial" birth control. That's not a posi­
tion that would ,vin much support among U.S. 
families and certainly not one that Congress should 
be imposing on·. people in other countries, directly 
or indirectly. If Con·gress doesn' t believe the Chi­
nese government's assurances that it opposes in­
fanticide and other abuses, it should deal with that 
issue head on instead of using it as an_ excuse to 
obliterate an immensely valuable world program. 

Family_-.Planning Scare Tactics 
' • I • , I f you want to clear a room of congressmen these 
; . days, all you have to do is whisper "abortion." 
: That's the technique that foes of birth control are • 
: using to block legislation-such as the domestic fami-
: ly-planning programs supported by Title X • of the 
-: Public Health Service Act-that, jcdged on merit, 
: would enjoy wide support in both parties. 
• No money under Title X has been used for abortion­

related activities for more than a decade. In fact, as 
senior Republicans and Democrats on the House 
health subcommittee agree, money spent on family 
planning is one of the most effoctive ways of reducing 
abortions. An estimated 430,000 abortions are avoided 
in this country each year because of these programs. 

_,, Title X has been the target of the part of the 
anti-abortion movement that also opposes all "un-

• natural" birth control. Directly presented, this 
position would 'win little support in a country in 
which women use contraceptives widely. So oppo­
nents c~ip away at the programs by offering 
amendments _that they hope will label program sup­
porters as bemg "pro-abortion" or "anti-familv." 

One amendment would prevent subsidized familv­
planning senices from being offered in places wne;e 
abortions are also carried out. This would have little 
effect on abortion clinics, but it would ch.--e d0\"'11 

. fa.rnily-planning services at a- substantial number of 

. hospitals-a foolish disruption of useful services .. 

Another amendment would prevent doctors from 
discussing legal abortions as an option for patients -
probably a First Amendment violation. Another 
would require family-planning centers to notify par­
entS' if their teen-age daughters seek services-a rule 
far more likely to encourage sexual activity than not. 

Hoping to avoid a fight, bipartisan supporters of 
Title X tried last week to bring the measure to the 
House floor under a procedure · preventing any 
amendments. While .the vote won majority support 
-which would not have been possible if abortion had 
really been at issue-it failed to get the two-thirds 
majority needed to block amendments. Now sponsors 
may sidestep reauthorizing Title Xi and simply ccn­
tinue funding through the usual last-minute omnibus 
appropriation bill . 

Avoiding debate on an easily distorted issue is 
tempting. But Congress ought to be 'willing to stand 
up and be counted on a measure where public sup­
port is real. There is wide agreement that parents 
ought to encourage their children to behave responsi­
bly and that family-planning clinics should, as they do, 
encourage f3fi1ily participation. But the evidence from 
this and similar cmmtries shows that· wider cultural 
factors-and not family planning-<letennine the 
level of teen-age sexual activity, and that family plan­
ning is the best way to avoid the sad consequences of 
much of that acti\ity. 



PARTIAL LIST OF DENOMINATIONAL LEADERS 

ucc 

UCC-BHM 
UCC-OCIS 
UCC-CCW 

USA 

UMC 

NCJW 

BBW 

AEU 

PC(USA) 

PC-COWAC 
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Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

6 May 1985 

I am writing to you on behalf of the bssa.f_Harofeh 
Medical Center which I understand you have vis:tted 
ana.-; towards which you have expressed support. 

As you may knCM, I am in the process of creating the 
American chapter of the Friends of Assaf Harofeh 
in an effort to coordinate fund raising activities 
nationwide for this very exciting health care 
institution which provides rredical care in all major 
disciplines. 

I am planning to be in Israel during the first part of 
June so that I may finalize plans for the American effort 
and establish goals to insure the success of our 
a:mnibnent to the institution and to the people of Israel. 

Please accept my heartfelt thanks for your interest in 
the Assaf Harofeh M2dical Center. American support is 
surely vital to its success. 

y, 

4~~ 
Roland J. Kalb 

RJK:a 

rolondj . kolb twoeoton lone, scorsdole, newyork 10583 
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Affiliated to the Saclder School of Medicine 
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Da~ M~y ?7, 1985 

Ref. No. p:nno 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 
U.S.A. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

First of all let me thank you again for your interest in Assaf Harofeh 
Medical Center, for your effort to visit the hospital and to look at 
first hand at our facilities, our problems and our hopes for the future. 

It is indeed very comfortable to know that leaders of the Jewish 
Community like yourself are interested in us and are actively supporting 
our so much needed hospitalizati on project. 

I am writing t o report t o you that so far1 inspite of all t he fina llcial 
diffi c ulties1 we manage to keep on the building process of the Aliza 
Beg in Project, we have invested in it more than 1 million dollars already, 
and the government is actively supporting this project by matching every 
dollar that we manag e to raise from our friends in Israel and abroad. 
However, our limited resources are now nearing the exhaustion point and 
every help that you can possibly extend to us morally, financially or 
by your outstanding organizing capability is very much needed and will 
be sincerely appreciated. 

We have now a newly appointed representative in the U.S. - Mr. Roland 
Kalb of N.Y. who was elected Pre si dent of the American Chapter of the 
Friends of Assaf Harofeh and we a ll hope that he will be very useful to 
you in your efforts on behalf of the Aliza Begin Building Project in 
Assaf Harofeh. 

Thanking you again for all your e oodwill and wishing you all the best in 
health and happiness. 

Copy: Mr. Yehiel Kadishai, 
Prime Minister's Office Je r usalem 

• 

Yours 

M . 
l-Ios 

Mr. Roland Kalb, Represent a tive of the America Friends of Assaf Harofeh 
Hospital, 2 Eaton Lane, Scarsda le N.Y. 10583, U.S.A. 

Tel: 08 - 228111 ":m - ?Ni\!J' ,70300 JPY' iNJ "IN11 ,)'9'"1::1 ,''N91"1i1 ')ON" 'Nl!li D"'lt.J 

Address : "Assaf Harofeh", Medical Center, Zerifin, P.O.B. Beer Yaacov 70300, Israel 
6026405 - 264 ."IJ .).) 
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Texrile Workers Union 
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American Jewish World Service 
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Herberr M . Weiss 
Attorney, Boston 
Hon . Ted Weiss 
United States House of 

Representarives 

Organizauons l~red for 1dentificat1on only 

AMERICAN JEWISH WORLD SERVICE 

March 13, 1985 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I am writing at Al Vorspan's suggestion to request 
that the UAHC serves as a conduit for tax-exempt 
contributions to the American Jewish World Service 
during the period necessary for the IRs- to approve 
our own 501 (c) (3) status. That period may be 
several weeks or months. This is a critical time 
for our fund-raising, thus we would appreciate 
this assistance. I am enclosing letters from 
our attorney and our CPA stating their belief 
that we meet all requirements for IRS approval. 

~,;' 
\ V 

The American Jewish world Service has been established 
as a non-political channel for funding long-term 
development projects and when necessary emergency 
famine relief programs throughout Africa, Asia 
and Latin America. Our programs benefit people 
in need regardless of religious or ethnic background. 

our motivations are quite simple. we believe 
the chronic hunger and poverty facing over 450 
million people in the poor nations will know no 
solution until all people of good will place the 
problem above politics and ideology. Though long-term 
development is our primary purpose, compassion 
compels us to work on emergency relief when necessary. 

This is today necessary in Africa where so many 
people are at serious risk of starvation. We 
have chosen to begin our work in the southern 
African nation of Mozambique which is one of the 
nations hardest hit by the multi-year drought 
and . subsequent famine. our in-country assessment 
in January showed that medicine is the major relief 
need not being met by any of the international 
agencies. Currently there is a total absence 
of basic drugs inside the country. We have committed 
AJWS to emergency provisions while we also work 
with longer-term strategies of primary health 
care and training. 



Rabbi . S·chindler -2 

Emergency supplies will be airlifted to Mozambique in early 
to mid May. Already we have received a donation of approximately 
$100,000 in medicines from a pharmaceutical firm. This is a 
major step toward the airlift. 

I make this request for the UAHC 
channel as the Synagogue Council 
they phase out of this role. Al 
the internal problem at the SCA. 
are also on the SCA Board, it is 
support there. 

to serve as a temporary tax-exempt 
of America has requested that 
Vorspan can fill you in on 

As five members of our Board 
clear that we enjoyed strong 

I am enclosing a current list of our Board of Trustees. To 
this list should be added Elie Wiesel who has just accepted 
Board membership. 

Your early decision on this request would be greatly appreciated 
as our fund-raising efforts have been placed in limbo until 
we find the alternate channel. Please do not hesitate to contact 
me for any additional information you may need. 

With all best wishes, I am 

enclosures 

cc Al Vorspan 



STARR ,FINER, STARR 8 COMPANY 

SH ER MAN H . STARR, C P A 

PAUL TATTELMAN, C . P. A 

M Y R O N GREENS / DE , C . P. A. 

ARTHUR G . GOLDSTE I N , C . P A . 

HA R V E Y SEGA L OF F , C . P . A . 

THOMAS .J , M ARA BELLA,C . P . A. 

LOUIS .J. KATES, C . P . A . 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

1280 SOLDIERS FIELD ROAD 

BOSTON, MASS . 02135 

( 6 17 ) 7 83 - 25 00 

March 8, 1985 

Mr. Lawrence Simon, President 
American Jewish World Service, Inc. 
110 Oxford Street 
Cambridge, MA 02138 

MAX STAR R , C . P. A. ( 1899- 1970) 

.JOS EPH F IN ER , C . P . A . ( 1909 - 19,,9) 

In Re: American Jewish World Service, Inc. 

Dear Larry: 

On behalf of your organization, I have filed the 
application form and related documents with the Internal Revenue 
Service in Brooklyn, New York, in order to obtain a ruling 
declaring the organization to be exempt under Internal Revenue 
Code Section 501(c)(3). Having looked over such documents as 
the Articles of Organization, the Bylaws, and the Prospectus, I 
fully expect the Internal Revenue to issue a favorable ruling 
for the organization, stating it to be a public charity exempt 
under Section 50l(c)(3). 

S inc e.r e 1 y , 

Myron Greenside 

MG/nm 



(617) 451 - 3300 

HERBERT M. WEISS & ASSOCIATES 
50 MILK ST . 

B□STON,MASS.02109 

March 1, 1985 

Mr. Lawrence Simon, President 
American Jewish World Service, Inc. 
110 Oxford Street 
Cambridge, MA 02138 

Dear Larry, 

American Jewish World Service, Inc. has been incorporated 
under the Massachusetts not-for-profit statute (G.L. Ch. 180). 

Myron Greenside, C.P.A., of Starr, Finer, Starr & Co. of 
Boston has advised me that he has applied to the Internal Revenue 
Service for a determination letter to the effect that A.J.W.S. is 
a qualified charity under Internal Revenue Code Section S0l(c) (3). 
While I have not yet seen the application as filed, I am generally 
aware of its contents from discussions with Mr. Greenside, and I 
assume the application described the operation and purposes in a 
manner consistent with its on-going activities. 

I also assume the possibility that the Internal Revenue 
Service may require some modifications or amendments and that 
these will be made and will not be sufficiently material to 
substantially delay or prevent the issuance of a favorable 
determination letter. 

I understand that there are parallel organizations (i.e., 
Catholic Relief Services, Church World Services, Lutheran World 
Relief, and American Friends Service Committee, among others) who 
are qualified charities and that the A.J.W.S. should similarly 
qualify. 

It is my expectation, therefore, that a favorable deter­
mination letter will issue in due course. If you have any 
questions, please call me or Mr. Greenside. 

HMW/el 
cc: Mr. Myron Greenside 

Mr. Lawrence Phillips 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Herbert M. Weiss 



AMERICAN JEWISH WORLD SERVICE 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner 

Rabbi Jerome K. Davidson 

Carola Eisenberg, M.D. 

warren Eisenberg 

Leonard Fein 

Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser 

Henry Harris, M.D. 
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[in formation] 
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Temple Beth El, Great Neck, New York 
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Director, International Council 
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Editor, Moment Magazine 

Executive Vice-President 
Central Conference of American Rabbis 

Stamford, Connecticut 

Executive Vice-President 
Rabbinical Assembly 

Executive Vice-President 
United Synagogue of America 

Author 

Executive Director 
Synagogue Council of America 

Author 

National Director 
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith 

President 
Phillips - Van Heusen Corporation 

Executive Director, Villers Foundation 

PAR Associates, Boston 

New York 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers 
Union 

President 
Reconstructionist Rabbincal College 



. ,. 

Laurence R. Simon 
[President] 

Robert -Simon 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 

Albert Vorspan 

Herbert M. Weiss 

Hon. Ted Weiss 

* as of 3/8/85 

American Jewish World Service 

ben Simon's, Lincoln, Nebraska 

Director of International Relations 
The American Jewish Committee 

Director, Social Action Commission 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Attorney, Boston 

United States House of Representatives 

** organizations listed for identification purposes only. 
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January 24, 1985 

The Hon. Nafta1i Lavie, Ambassador 
Consu 1 Genera 1 
Consul•••eGeneral of Israel 
800 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10017 

Dear Naftali: 

Many thanks for your gracious 1nv1tat1on to serve on the Honorary 
National Committee being formed for the World Assembly in commemo~ 
ration of the 40th anniversary of the victory over the Nazis. Let 
me advise you immediately that I will be delighted to have my name 
appear on this Honorary Committee. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely• 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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CONSULATE GENERAL 

OF ISRAEL IN NEW YORK 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 

January 16, 1985 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

800 SECOND AVENUE 

NEW YORK N Y I 00 I 7 

OX FORD 7-5500 

The World Assembly to commemorate the 40th anniversary of 
the victory over the Nazis will be held in Israel this coming 
May. The Assembly is being organized under the patronage of 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres and an International Honorary Pres­
idium to include Heads of State will be chaired by the President 
of the State of Israel, The Honorable Chaim Herzog. The gather-
ing is being convened to serve as a forum for all those individuals, ~✓ 
bot~ Jewish_and non-Jewish who were instrumental in the battle / ol 
against Nazi Germany. \~ 

It is a privilege for me to extend to you a formal invitation °?JI-
to join an Honorary National Committee now being formed in the ~ 
United States. This Committee will be headed by Dr. Henry Kissin-
ger and will be composed of many outstanding public personalities. 
Your membership on this Committee will lend dignity and stature 
to the thousands of participants who are expected to attend. 

We will be honored if you would kindly respond to this in­
vitation at your earliest convenience. If you would like addition­
al information, please feel free to call me. 

Si~~ 

Na~:i: Lavie 
Ambassador 

Consul General 



Arthur Winograd 
Conductor 

Benita Valente 
Sop,-ano 

Sunday 
March 31, 1985 
8p.m. 
Bushnell Hall 
Hartford, Connecticut 

Sponsoring Organizations 
Peace Educadon, lnc. 
Connecticut Freeze 

American Friends 
Service Committee 

Phy1id1n.1 for 
Social Responsibility 

Lawyers Alliance for 
Nuclear Arms Control 

Nuclear Weapons Education Fund 
National Freeu Campaign 

Musicians Apinst Nuclear Arms 

Peau Center of the Chriad1n 
Conference of Connecticut 

Symphony fDT Peace 
c/o Peace Education, Inc. 
55 Van Dyke Avenue 
Hartford, Connecticut 06106 

(203) 522-7068 

To Benefit WDTk 
fDT a Mutual 
Nuclear Weapons Freeze 

Rabbi Ale xander Schindler 
838 Fi f th Avenue 
New York NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

December 20, 1984 

I am writing to ask you to be an Honorary 
Sponsor of "Symphony for Peace", a benefit concert 
to be held at Bushnell Memorial Hall on the evening 
of March 31, 1985. As Music Director of the Hart­
ford Symphony, I will be conducting this concert 
with members of the Hartford Symphony who are donat­
ing their time and talent. 

This very special event is being sponsored by 
seven organizations--listed on this letterhead-­
which are deeply committed to stopping the arms race 
and which are committed to the concept of a bilater­
al, verifiable nuclear weapons freeze between the 
United States and the Soviet Union. Funds r aised by 
the concert will be used by these organizations, all 
tax-exempt, to further the process of education 
about the vital issue of ending the nuclear arms 
race. 

The inspiration for "Symphony for Peace" origi­
nated with some of the Hartford Symphony members 
themselves, who are part of Musicians Against Nu­
clear Arms (MANA). Similar events have been held in 
other cities over the past two years, including Bos­
ton, New York, Chicago, Cleveland, and Washington. 
In each case, the concerts have been extremely suc­
cessful, both in raising the levels of consciousness 
about the dangers of the arms race and strengthening 
the financial base of the sponsoring organizations. 



• Symphony for Peace 

Page two 

On behalf of the Concert Steering Committee, made up 
of representatives of the sponsoring organizations, I would 
like to ask you to participate in this event by joining 
other leading Connecticut citizens in lending your name to 
the concert letterhead, program, and fundraising appeals as 
an Honorary Sponsor. In this capacity, you will be invited 
to attend the concert, a pre-concert dinner, and a recep­
tion following the concert as a special guest. Your in­
volvement in this event will help make "Symphony for Peace" 
a highlight of the cultural calendar while at the same time 
underscoring the vital importance of working for arms con­
trol. 

The Musicians Against Nuclear Arms have said, "As mu­
sicians we are involved through our music in the affirma­
tion of life. Let us use our voices for the survival of 
civilization rather than be helpless victims of the death 
and destruction promised by nuclear war." We know you 
share our concern and we hope you will be a part of our ef­
fort in putting on "Symphony for Peace". 

Enclosed is a reply form for your convenience. Please 
respond by January 10, 1985, to enable us to list you on 
the concert invitations. 

Sincerely, 

r , J . (. 
t, vit~ : v t, vu--1 1..4 

Arthur Winograd 
Conductor, Hartford 
Symphony Orchestra 

P.S. If you have any questions, please contact Patricia 
Wass, the Concert Coordinator, at 522-7068. 

A Benefit Concert 



... 

Mr. LeRoy Robinson. Jr. 
Chairman 
Family Service America 
44 East 23rd Street 
New York, New York 10010 

Dear Mr. Robinson: 

October 3, 1984 

Thank you for your gracious letter in regard to the 73rd Anniversary 
Celebration of Family Service America. It will please me very much 
to serve as an Honorary Sponsor of "A Salute to Families!" Please 
do feel free to add my name to the 11st of Honorary Sponsors. 

I am making note of the Celebration on February 21, 1985. I am not 
certain it will be possible for me to attend as I have some conflict 
on my schedule, even now. If I am In New York, of course, I will be 
happy to attend. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Si nee rely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



LeRoy Robinson, Jr. 
Chairman 

Franklin Maisano 
Chairman Elect 

C. Richard Polzello 
Vice Chairman 

Adrian Fowler 
Secretary 

James Inzerillo 
Treasurer . 

Geneva B. Johnson 
President and Chief 
Executive Officer 

/ 

A 
FAMILY SERVICE AMERICA 

September 27, 1984 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congresations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I am writing in the hope that you will permit us to include your 
name among- the -Honorary Sponsors of "A Salute to Families!" -­
the -73rd Anniversary Celebration of Family Service America -­
which will be held at the New York Hilton on Thursday evening, 
February 21, 1985. (I am enclosing a list of those who served 
as Honorary Sponsors for last year's occasiort.) 

This year, we will be presenting the Corporate National Distinguished 
Service Awards to two-outstanding industry leaders, Walter V. Shipley, 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Chemical New York Corporation 
and Chemical Bank, and John B. carter, President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Equitable Life Assurance Society of the u. s. and a 
member of its Board of Directors. 

As you may know, since its founding in 1911, Family Service America 
has been the only privately sponsored national organization devoted 
entirely to the strengthening of services for families in 42 states 
and six canadian provinces. With ten thousand volunteers and seven 
thous-and professionals, FSA helped to improve the lives of more than 
three million men, women and children. 

Your serving as an Honorary Sponsor implies no obligation except to 
add -your name to those distinguished men and women who have already 
agreed to join in this year's "A Salute to Families!" 

With deepest appreciation, 

LR/me 
Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

LeRoy Robinson, Jr. 
Chairman • 

44 East 23rd Street, New York, New York 10010 (212)674-6100 
FAMILIES STRENGTHEN AMERICA 

l 
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PAST PARTICIPANTS 

11 A Salute to Families! 11 

72nd Anniversary Celebration - Family Service America 

HONORARY SPONSORS 
Mrs. Ronald Reagan 

The Right Honorable Pierre Trudeau, P.C., M.P. 
The Honorable George Bush & Mrs. Bush 

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford & Mrs. Ford 
The Honorable Walter F. Mondale & Mrs. Mondale 

The Right Honorable Brian Mulroney, M.P. 

The Honorable Malcolm Baldrige 
The Honorable Terrel H. Bell 
The Honorable John R. Block 

The Honorable Raymond J. Donovan 
The Honorable Margaret M. Heckler 
The Honorable Jeane J. Kirkpatrick 
The Honorable Samuel R. Pierce, Jr. 

The Honorable Donald T. Regan 
The Honorable William French Smith 
The Honorable Caspar W. Weinberger 

Sen. James Abnor 
Gov. Lamar Alexander 
Marian Anderson 
Sen. Mark Andrews 
Hon. Walter H. Annenberg 
Gov. George R. Ariyoshi 
Hon. Anne L. Armstrong 
Sen. William L. Armstrong 
Gov. Victor Atiyeh 
Joyce Phillips Austin 
Gov. Bruce Babbitt 
Sen. Max C. Baucus 
Sen. Lloyd Bentsen 
Sen. Jeff Bingaman 
Gov. James J. Blachard 
Mrs. Harry A. Blackmun 
Gov. Christopher 5. Bond 
Sen. David L. Boren 
Sen. Rudolph E. Boschwitz 
Rev. Thomas D. Bowers 
Sen. Bill Bradley 
Gov. Terry E. Branstad 
Mrs. William J. Brennan, Jr. 
Gov. John Y. Brown, Jr. 
Gov. Richard H. Bryan 
Premier John M. Buchanan 
Sen. Dale L. Bumpers 
Sen. Quentin N. Burdick 
Gov. John W. Carlin 
Finn M. W. Caspersen 
James E. Cheek 
Hon. Joe Clark 
Gov. Bill Clinton 
Sen. Thad Cochran 
Dr. Gerson D. Cohen 
Sen. William S. Cohen 
Sen. Alan Cranston 
Gov. Mario M. Cuomo 
Sen. Alfonse M. D'Amato 
Sen. John C. Danforth 
Margaret Truman Daniel 
Premier William G. Davis 
Sen. Dennis DeConcini 

Sen. Jeremiah Denton 
Premier Grant Devine 
Sen. Robert J. Dole 
Sen. Pete V. Domenici 
Sen. Alan J . .Dixon 
Gov. Michael 5. Dukakis 
Gov. Pierre S. Du Pont, IV 
Dr. James R. Dumpson 
Sen. David Durenberger 
Sen. Thomas F. Eagleton 
Gov. Anthony S. Earl 
Hon. John 5. D. Eisenhower 
Gov. John V. Evans 
Sen. J. James Exon 
Eugene H. Freedheim 
Hon. John W. Gardner 
Gov. J. Joseph Garrahy 
Sen. John H. Glenn 
Hon . Arthur J. Goldberg 
Sen. Barry M. Goldwater 
Sen. Slade Gorton 
Gov. Bob Graham 
Sen. Charles E. Grassley 
Gov. Joe Frank Harris 
Sen. Gary W. Hart 
Sen. Orrin G. Hatch 
Sen. Mark 0 . Hatfield 
Sen. Paula Hawkins 
Sen. Howell Heflin 
Gov. Ed Herschler 
Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh 
Sen. Ernest F. Hollings 
Benjamin L. Hooks 
Sen. Walter D. Huddleston 
Sen. Gordon J. Humphrey 
Gov. James B. Hunt, Jr. 
Sen. Daniel K. Inouye 
Sol Morton Isaac 
John E. Jacob 
Sen. Roger W. Jepsen 
Sen. J. Bennett Johnston 
William Kahn 

Sen. Nancy L. Kassebaum 
Sen. Robert W. Kasten, Jr. 
Gov. Thomas H. Kean 
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy 
Gov. Robert Kerrey 
Rev. Dr. Bryant M. Kirkland 
Lane Kirkland 
Gov. Richard D. Lamm 
Sen. Frank Lautenberg 
Sen. Paul Laxalt 
Premier James M. Lee 
Premier Rene Levesque 
Sen. Carl Levin 
Premiere Peter Lougheed 
Sen. Richard G. Lugar 
J. Paul Lyet 
Mrs. Thurgood Marshall 
Gov. Scott M. Matheson 
Sen. Charles McC. Mathias, Jr. 
Sen. Spark M. Matsunaga 
Sen. Mack Mattingly 
Sen. John Melcher 
Sen. Howard M. Metzenbaum 
Dr. Roy E. Morgan 
Sen. Daniel P. Moynihan 
Sen. Frank H. Murkowski 
George D. Nickel 
Sen. Don Nickles 
Gov. George Nigh 
Sen. Sam Nunn 
Gov. Allen I. Olson 
Gov. William A. O'Neill 
Go•, . Robert D. Orr 
Sen. Bob Packwood 
Premier Howard R. Pawley 
Premier A. Brian Peckford 
Sen. Charles H. Percy 
Hon. Justine Wise Polier 
Mrs. Lewis F. Powell, Jr. 
Sen. Larry Pressler 
Sen. Don Quayle 
Sen. Jennings Randolph 

Mrs. William H. Renquist 
Gov. Richard W. Riley 
Gov . Charles S. Robb 
Gov. John D. Rockefeller IV 
Gov. Carlos Romero-Barcelo 
Hon . James Roosevelt 
Bayard Rustin 
Sen. Paul S. Sarbanes 
Sen. James R. Sasser 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Gov. Ted Schwinden 
Gov. William Sheffield 
Hon . Sargent Shriver 
Dr. Harry Siegman 
Hon. William E. Simon 
Gov. Richard A. Snelling 
Sen. Arlen Specter 
Gov. John Spellman 
Sen. Robert T. Stafford 
Mrs. Potter Stewart 
Frederick G. Storey 
Robert A. Stranahan, Ir. 
Hon . Robert S. Strauss 
Rev. Leon H. Sullivan 
Gov. John H. Sununu 
Sen. Steven D. Symms 
Franklin A. Thomas 
Gov. James R. Thompson 
Gov. Richard L. Thornburgh 
Sen. John Tower 
Gov. David C. Treen 
Sen. Paul S. Trible, Jr. 
Hon. Paul A. Volcker 
Gov. George C. Wallace 
Sen. Malcolm Wallop 
Sen. Lowell P. Weicker, Jr. 
Mrs. Byron R. White 
Rabbi David H. Wice 
Mrs. Roy Wilkins 
Sen. Pete Wilson 
Gov. William F. Winter 
Mrs. Whitney M. Young, Jr. 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Vajracarya the Venerable Chogyam 
T rungpa Rinpoche 

Vajrodhatu 

Bishop Seigen H. Yamaoka 
Buddhist Churches of America 

Bishop Yoshiaki Fujitani 
Honpa Hong>,'anji Mission of Ha•'1ii 

Bishop Dwight R. Nakamura 
Jodo Mission of Ha•'1ii 

Hawaii Buddhist Council 

Ven. Dr. Thich Man Giac 
Congregarion of Vietnamese Buddhists in 

the United S111tes 

Ven. Bhante Henepola Gunaratana 
Mahathera 

Buddhist Vihara Society 

Bishop Senchu Murano 
Nichiren Mission of Ha0'1ii 

Bishop Gyokuei Matsuura 
Hawaii Soto Mission 

Ven. Anagarika Muniodtaji 
International MediliJJion Center 

Bishop Keoko Yamashita 
"lenshuji Buddhist Temple 

Los Angeles Buddhist Church Federation 

Rev. Dee-Won Ki 
Dae Won So Temple of Ha•'aii 

Rev. Shih Jen-Chung 
Buddhist Association of the United Sllltes 

Ven. Seung Sahn Soen Sa Nim 
Kwan Um "Zen School 

Ven. Taizan Maezumi Roshi 
"Zen Center of Los Angeles 

Archbishop Nitten Ishida 
Nichiren Buddhist Church of America 

Japanese Buddhist Federation of 
San Francisco 

Ven. Khenpo Kanhar Rinpoche 
Karma Triya11JJ Dharmachakra 

Ven. Maha Ghosananda 
Khmer Buddhist Society of New England 

Ven. Shenpen Dawa Rinpoche 
Y eshe Nyingpo 

Ven. Dr. Havanpola Ratanasara 
Buddhist Sangha Council of Southern 

California 

Ven. Gosung Shin 
American "Zen College 

Joseph Goldstein 
Insight MediliJJion Society 

BOARD OF ADVISORS 

Sen. Claiborne Pell 
Sen. Spark Matsunaga 

Sen. Gary Han 
Sen. Daniel Inouye 
Cong. Charles Rose 

Cong. Timothy Winh 
Cong. Nonnan Mineta 

Cong. Rohen Matsui 
Mayor Tom Bradley 

Rohen Muller 
H. E. Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 

Rt. Rev. Dean James Parks Monon 
Rev. Thomas E. Ahlburn 

Rodrigo Caraw 
Richard Lanier 

Dr. Pratapaditya Pal 
Dr. Agehananda Bharati 

Prof. Huston Smith 
James George 

Maurice Strong 
Pone, McCray 

Nancy Wilson Ross 
Rev. Kenryu T. Tsuji 

Ven. Osei Tendzin 
T etsugen Glassman Seosei 

Hon. Douglas Heck 
Rev. Tilden Edwards 

Edward Bednar 
Richard Blum 

William C. Cassell 
Sunao Miyahara 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Karl G. Springer 

UNITED STATES COMMITTEE 

UNITED NATIONS LUMBINI PROJECT 

Rabbi Alexande r M. Schindler 
President, 

September 25, 1984 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

Thank you very much for your recent letter. I am 
disappointed that you are unable to join the Board of Advisors 
of the United States Committee, United Nations Lumbini Project. 
However, I understand your situation. 

I hope we can work together in the future . With best 
wishes, 

KGS/em 
L4d 

1345 SPR UCE ST RE ET, 

Sincerely, 

~s 
ff,✓ 

Karl G ~ SprWer 
Executive Director 

BO ULD ER, COLORA DO 80302 USA 303-444-0 190 



FRIENDS OF THE KFAR BLUM AMERICAN CLASS PROGRAM n.11• 
PINCHAS RIMON, Director, Al S.S P (r \11X 

Klar Blum \::1. 
EXECUTIVE COMMrrTTEE 
F•adle Freidenreic . Ch ir on 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION & CULTURE 
World Zionist Organization, American Section, Inc. 
515 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y.10022 
Telephone: (212) 752-0600 ext. 385, 386 

11 

flr. j 
YOEL RAPPEL Director ~~ . 

lrvirg Kessler 
Susan Kopelo ,tz 
Barbar9 Later 
Marcia Namerow 
Shlomo Razili 
Linda Schenker 
l\ilichael Schenker 
Rhea Schindler 
Joyce Scheinman 
Chanoch Shudofsky 
Matti Silverstein 
R•ck1 Waldman 

Asher Quell, Staff 

Adele Eliot, Staff 

ADVISORY BOARD 
Julius Eisen 

Upper Saddle River, N.J. 
Leol"ard Fein 

Boston, Mass. 
Rabbi Morns M. Hershman 

Burlingame, Calif. 

Dr. Max Garfinkle 
Montreal, Canada 

Dr. Emanuel Friedman 
Burlingame, Calif. 

Rabbi Ar+.,ur Hertzberg 
lcnglewood, N.J. 

Rabbi Morris Kipper 
Miami,Fla. 

Fred Later 
Wayne, N.J. 

Sarah Lederman 
NV NY 

Jamel \llann 
Washington, D.C. 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
vvestport, Conn. 

Dr. Ezra Sp1cer-andler 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Phyllis Sutker 
Skokie, Ill. 

Dr. Joel Wittstein 
West Bloomfield, Mich. 

,' ~~ 
September 24, 1984 

Dear Committee Member: 

I hope the suITITier has been a pleasant one as we now turn our 
thoughts to the coming school year. 

By the time this letter reaches you, the 16th class wi11 already 
be in Kfar Blum, and it is not to soon for us to be thinking about 
future .classes. 

To that end, we will be holding a meeting on Thursday, Se tenber 13, 
1984 at 6:00 P.M. at the W.Z ~Oo .:. 515 Park Avenue, New York second 
floor auditorium). Yoe1 Rappel, the Director of the Department of 
Education and Culture will join us and you will have an opportunity 
to meet with him, hear reports about the returned class and that 
which has recently left, etc. 

We do hope you and your spouse will join ~s. A 1ight supper of 
sandv1iches and drinks will be available. Please let us know if 
you will attend by returning the enclosed envelope and coupon. 

I look forward 'to seeing you September 13. • 

FF/hs 

Sincerely yours, 

11/tc-L{/4_ 
Fradle Freidenreich 

An American High School Program in a Kibbutz.Setting 
Co-Sponsored by the Labor Zionist Alliance, Inc. 
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Hr. Halm Ben-Shahar 
The Israel-Diaspora I 
Te1 Aviv University ea.pus 
Ramat-Avlv, Tel Aviv. 6'978 
Israel 

Dear Hr. Ben-Shahar: 

September 13, 1984 

Thank you for your letter of Augu t 30 I apprec.late your coaaents 
and I believe that we hold ny slNllar vl11Ws I would 1l~e to be 
of ass I stance and to work with yau on the confer-,.ce on "Who Is a 
Jew?" as a Jewish Survival Is ue. Ky raV&l schedule of course h 
a very hectic one but If I can be Involved In the Steering Conmlttee 
work, I would be delighted. P1ea keep• 1)0sted as plans develop. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincere1y, 

Alexander H. Schindler 



THE ISRAEL·DIASP.ORA INSTITUTE 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, 
President, 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
830 5th Ave., 
New York, 
N.Y. 10021. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

ri,~,~l1-? N7 "-'' ;on,, 1,:,nn 
August 30, 1984, 
Elul 2, 5744. 

I saw you quoted, earlier this month, on the current round of the "Who 
is a Jew?" controversy, to the effect that "Jewish unity must never become a 
bargaining chip on the table of political power". 

I could not agree more, but that table is exactly where the issue rests 
so long as we relate only to its political aspects in Israel. 

We need to try again (despite the frustration of previous, worthy 
attempts) to break the vicious circle of antagonism and non-communication . 
surrounding this critical issue, and to convene a serious deliberation on 
its conceptual~ spiritual, halakhic and ethical dimensions. Most of all, 
we need to create a vehicle which would allow for some dialogue on the matter. 
Without this, the gap will grow, a situation we can ill afford, particularly 
in such a time of political and ideological polarization. Jewish unity is 
truly in the balance. 

The Israel-Diaspora Institute, about which I have written you before, 
(and whose Co-ordinator, Mr. Shelly Schreter, interviewed you last May), is 
proposing a conference on "Who is a Jew?" as a Jewish Survival Issue. In 
effect, we see this as the long-overdue extension of Ben Gurion's famous 
initiative, as described in the -enclosed proposal, to clarify the issue. 

I feel strongly that you should play a central role in this conference, 
from the articulation of the agenda through the implementation and the 
follow-up afterwards. I am, therefore, inviting you to serve on the conference 
steering committee, and will be in touch with you personally next month to 
discuss the matter. Let me add that the President of Israel, Chaim Herzog, 
has taken a deep interest in this conference. He has agreed to deliver the 
keynote address at its opening, to preside at its conclusion and to advise 
the steering committee in formulating the plans. 

342171 : op':J\'.> ,(03)420018 ,420111 : ))£>?\'.) 69978 l'JW':Jn ,J'JWnt.Y"I ,l'JW':Jn n\'.>lO""IJl))N n'""IP 

TEL AVIV UNIVERSITY CAMPUS, RAMAT-AVIV, TEL AVIV, 69978, TEL. (03)420018, 420111, TELEX 342171 VERSY IL. 
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I am well aware of the difficulties in putting together such a 
gathering but am driven by a sense of urgency and anxiety about the cost 
of failing to do so. The Israel-Diaspora Institute, it seems to me, is 
an extremely appropriate sponsor for such a venture, given its non~political 
and non-ideological (in religious , terms) nature, and its raison d'etre 
of reinforcing and enhancing the relations between Israel and Diaspora 
Jewry. 

I sincerely hope to be able to work with you in this important 
undertaking. 

Haim Ben-Shahar. 



,. 

lo 



NATPAC 
~1 

The National PAC ------ I 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

June 29, 1984 

Per your conversation with a member of the NatPAC staff, we 
are including your name in the ad we are running in July. 

We greatly appreciate the authorization for the use of your 
name on our list of distinguished Americans who are standing 
up to be counted as friends of strong u.s.-Israel 
relations. 

Thank you again for your cooperation in this important 
matter. 

With best wishes, 

Sin:;y, ~ 

,,...,,~: r. ~--------------
/ Ira N. or~n 

( Direct r, 
New York Operations 

INF:sl 

MARVIN JOSEPHSON - CHAIRMAN • RICHARD ALTMAN - EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR • IRA FORMAN - NEW YORK DIRECTOR 

308 EAST CAPITOL STREET. S.E. • SUITE 4 • WASHINGTON, D.C. 20003 • (202) 54 7-0045 

1414 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS • 18th FLOOR • NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10019 • (212) 752-2940 



June 26. 1984 

Ms. Nancy Bell, Administrative Coordinator 
Center for Jewish Community Studies 
1017 Gladfelter Hall 
Temple University 
Philadelphia, PA 19122 

Dear Ms. Bell: 

Thank you for your letter of April 10, which has just reached our office. 
We are pleased to learn that you are interested in the work of the Union 
of Amerkan Hebrew Congregations and wil 1 be happy to share pertinent 
materials with you. 

Under separate cover, a copy of our 1982-83 Annual Report is beigg sent 
to you as well asbrochure which describes the programs and services of 
the UAHC. Our major publication is the magazine REFORM JUDAISM and we are 
sending a few back issues for your perasal. We have also asked the editor 
to place the Center for Jewish Community Studies on the mailing roster to 
receive RJ in the future. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Daniel J. Elazar 



• 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Aron Hirt-Manhelmer 

June 26, 1984 

We have received a request from the Center for Jewish Community Studies 

at Temple University to send them our annual report and a newsletter. 

They would like to have an exchange. Would you be kind enough to put 

them on the mailing list for Reform Judaism and send me a few back coples 

of the Magazlne to share with them. The address Js: 1017 Gladfelter Hall, 

Temple University, Philadelphia, PA 19122. 

Some of the names connected with this will be known to you, Including the 

president, Daniel Elazar, and the secretary, Mervin Verbit. 
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CENTER FOR 
JEWISH 

COMMUNITY 
STUDIES 

TJlfJ 
lf]nj 
ilJ'ilf]il 
n1llil1il 

1017 Gladfelter Hall, Temple University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19122, USA. Tel. (215) 787-1459 

President 
Daniel J. Elazar 
Vice Presidents 
David Clayman 
Ernest Stock 
Secretary 
Mervin F. Verbit 
Treasurer 
Stephen R. Goldstein 
Associate 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Rela Geffen Monson 

Executive Committee of 
the Board of Overseers 
Mandell Berman 
Raymond Epstein 
Gary S. Rubin 
Zalman Shoval 
George M. Zelzter 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of Arrerican Hebrew 

Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear. Rabbi Schindler, 

April 10, 1984 

The Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs/Center for 
Jewish Camunity Studies is a ~rld-wide policy 
studies institute devoted to Jewish public affairs. 
The Centers maintain a library, archives and reprint 
materials. In order to up-date the archives, we 
~uld like to receive frcm your organization both an 
annual report and a newsletter. Perhaps we could 
arrange an exchange of newletters? 

We have enclosed a rrore detailed account of the Centers' 
activities. We appreciate your consideration of the 
above request and look forward to hearing fran you in 
the near future. 

Very truly yours, 

(la..nGV\ &LL 
Nancy Bell 
Administrative Coordinator 

7 ',. 
..A (_.}./ 

encl 

cc: Daniel Elazar 
Jerusalem 

The Center for Jewish Community Studies/The Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs 
12 Moshe Hess St., Jerusalem, Israel. Tel. (02) 225874 

1 
I 

J 
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J'ERUSALEM CENTER 

FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

"'0 ',~i,.,M T~i'0M 
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Center for Jewish Community Studies 

c,,,,,!J c,,,n,, a,,w,,, p!ln 

Jerusalem Institute for Federal Studies 

The Center for Jewish Community Studies with its Israel arm, the 
Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs, is in the forefront of the development of 
programs designed to strengthen and promote the interests of Israel, the 
American Jewish community, and the Jewish people all over the world 

WHO ARE WE? 

The Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs/Center for Jewish Community Studies is an 
independent, non-profit institute for policy research and ooucation serving Israel and the 
Jewish people. Policy research has become an established branch of the policy making process 
in the United States and other Western countries. More recently, it has begun to be 
fashionable to establish 'think tanks' within the Jewish community. Because the leadership of 
the Jewish people is of such hig, quality, they too, have come to learn that in a complex 
world, no real leader can rely solely upon being a 'mavin.' The reconstituted Jewish polity of 
the post-war era needs the broad perspectives and exploration of issues in depth that only a 

center such as ours can provide. 

The Jerusalem Center is more than just another such institute. Not only are we one of 
the oldest in a young field tut we are the only successful independent think tank of 
world-wide scope which combines in-depth research and action-oriented policy studies acr~ 
the range of issues on the contemporary Jewish agenda. 

From our founding, we have sought to view the Jewish people in Israel and the diaspora 
as one, whose state and diaspora communities have shared public concerns as well as special 
local ones, all of which need to be given thoughtful consideration by academic and other 
experts drawn from a variety of disciplines, locations and viewpoints who are also regularly 
involved in Jewish public affairs as individuals. We maintain offices in Jerusalem, Philadelphia, 
and Montreal. Our network of Fellows and Associates is spread throughout the world We 
believe that our unique mix gives us the requisite oojectivity and flexibility, within the 
framework of our sharoo commitment to the Jewish people. 

12 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem 94185 Tel,02-225874, 249441 ,')\7 ,a•')~n• ,12 'Oi1 i1VD •ni 

555 Gladfelter Hall, Temple University, Philadelphia, Pa 19122 USA Tel, (2151787-1459 
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-- The Jewish Agency: Our FellONS include the foremost students of the Jewish hence we have been 
working on the future of that body at its request and the request of the diaspora leadership. 

-- Exploring the Jewish Political T1aditio,1: A unique aspect of our work is that all of the foregoing 
are grounded within a carefully thought-through framework based on a sense of the historic destiny and 
responsibility of the Jewish people and an understanding of the Jewish political tradition as underlying 
Jewish public activity since Biblical times. We have pioneered in the exploration of the Jewish political 
tradition with such success that our work has led to the emergence of a rew academic field of Jewish 
political studies, whose practitioners now teach at nearly a dozen universities in Israel and North America. 
This field has become the discipline behind the profession of Jewish communal service and is already 
shaping the thinking of professionals in the Jewish field. 

-- Studyi,1g Jewish Community 01ga11izatio,1: To give our work proper grounding, we not only ~ 
to the rich Jewish past but maintain a range of studies of contemporary Jewish life--mapping Jewish 
community organization throughout the world ( you may know Community aod Polity, one of our 
products); scanning the synagogue as communal institution, probing the rew role of the Federations, and 
the like. 

The Center is particularly qualified to undertake studies across the range of concerns of the 
organized Jewish community, to contrib.Jte to the education of communal leaders, and to deal with 
organizational problems within the Jewish community. 

WHAT DO WE DO OF PARTICULAR INTEREST TO YOU? 

The Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs is uniquely qualified and equipped to provide long-nnJe 
guidarx:e and resources to the world Jewish polity. Through our irNOlvement in Project Renewal, 'Ne have 
been able. to establish strong, productive lines between the sponsor communities and their Israeli project 
communities INhich have enhanced the projoct itself and raised it from just another fund-raising campaign 
to a more participatory experience for the sponsor communities. The Je,usalem Lette1/Viewpoi,1ts is 
widely acclaimed by community leaders all over the world as one of the most reliable, enriching and unique 
sources of information about trends in the current Jewish agenda. Our publications (which our supporters 
and sponsoring institutions receive) serve to keep our readers abreast of the latest findings in Jewish public 
policy research and programming. The informal briefings we provide affiliated key community leaders upon 
their arrival in Israel familiarizes them with aspects of the current Israeli scene and equips them to evaluate 
pressing issues from a more informed perspective. 

We are, in effect, the indeperdent eyes and ears in Israel for American Jewish leaders who feel the 
need for orHhe-scene information ard evaluation free of governmental constraints. 
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FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
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Center for Jewish Community Studies 

President! 
Vice President: 
Vice President: 
Vice President: 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: 

Daniel J. Elazar 
Ilan Greilsammer 
Stephen Goldstein 
Walter Ackerman 
Gabriel Ben Dor 
Lawrence Blidstein 
Gerald B. Bubis 
David Clayman 
Stuart Cohen 
Moshe Hazani 
Leon A. Jick 
Jacob Landau 
Peter Y. Medding 
Rela Geffen Monson 
Moshe Sanbar 

FELLOWS 

ASSOCIATES 

Janet Aviad 
Ella Belfer 
Irwin Cotler 
Eliezer Don-Yehiya 
Moshe Drori 
Robert Freedman 
Gordon Freeman 

-.,:',~ii-ir, T:)i,:r, 
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Jerusalem Institute for Federal Studies 

Daniel J. Elazar 
David Clayman 

.Charles S. Liebman 
Ernest Stock 
Mervin F. Verbit 
Stephen R. Goldstein 

Shmuel Sandler 
Ismar Schorsch 
Eliezer Schweid 
Dan Segre 
Ira Sharkansky 
Marshall Sklare 
Steven L. Spiegel 
Ernest Stock 
Efraim Torgovnik 
Mervin F. Verbit 
Harold M. Waller 
Alex Weingrod 
Jonathan Woocher 

VISITING FELLOW 

Samuel Halperin 

Deborah E. Lipstadt 
Baruch Susser 
Shmuel Trigano 
Morton Weinfeld 

VISITING SCHOLAR 

S l ~•v e n M. Cohen 

12 Moshe Hess St. Jerusalem 94185 Tel, 02-225874, 249441 . '>'17 ,0•'>~11,, ,U tl'i1 i1VD •ni 

555 Gladfelter Hall, Temple University, Philadelphia, Pa 19122 USA Tel, (215)787-1459 



Mr. Yaakov Riz, President 
Operation Truth 
1453 Levick Street 
Philadelphia, PA 

Dear Mr. Riz: 

March 21, 1984 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts with me. I appreciate 
your comments. 

Unfortunately, I do not serve a congregation and therefore 
am not in a position to invtted9ou to address my people. I 
trust you understand my situation. 

With all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



'Ieac 
• By Chaim Potok 

Philadelphia sc/xxJls URre the first in the country the 
olocaust 

TO HELP PREVENT ANOTHER HOLOCAUST 1 

I 

to turn history's 
darkest /xJur into a 
curriculum. Heres 
the reawn wby. 

---------=•' ~-~-~=-=-:-:-.:-~. -------?" - , 
I ' 

\ 
I 

~elp us to saoe Raoul Wattenberg from the 
Red Gulag some~here tn Siberia! J•i~ us/ 
~~ SUPPORT OPERATION TRUTH , _ 
•---•~ - DEDICATED 

SUPPORT 

AAKQ1t1tIZ lives in 
No~st Philadelphia 
in a gray fieldstone 
rowhouse fronted by 
a small raised lawn. It 
seems a quiet street, 
lined now with trees 

that stand bare beneath a chill white '1cy. 

Yaakov Riz 
1453 Levick Street 
Philadelphia, Fa. 19149 

Dear Yaal<ov Riz, 

YlCt'.le l'lOnnlg 
7504 Elm 
Rayto"'1l, ~o. 64138 
(816) 356-1673 

• 

I haw hea~d about this basement. It 
has been con\·erted by Yaakov Riz into a 
museum of Holocaust memorabilia. It is 
a small room and the descent into its midst I read about you in an article in a Philadelphia magazine writte 
is chilling. The walls are lined with pie- , 
tures and posters-bartered, askew, in- by Chai lL Fotok, and because of this article I am very interested eptly mounted-depicting the agomes of 
the Holocaust. Starved faces , skeletal • in learning more about your project, I am a twenty yf:a:r old forms, frozen screa.rns. Placed among the 
pictures ar e slogans in an amateurish 
hand: Ol"R WORST ENEMY JS Ol'R OViN~ student of Spanish and French who wculd love to lea~n Yiddish, but 

_.rw;. A!.L THAT IS l\'ECESSAR\ FOR E\'JL TO 1 
rn1uMrH1STH.nTHEPEOPLEDONoTHLNG.;.. ::;: have had r.o luck in finding books and other rr.aterials to help me THE TE!\' COM',1A.'-O~\E?\'TS 15 THE A."IS\l'ER ' 

in rr.y 

tegin 

studies. Cou}d you possibly send me some books so that I can 

to learn the lar,i· 1age and discover the great Yidd.:..~h culture? 

Anything you can Eya.re for me would be highly appreciated. I am 

!~azism; 

st.bjects? 

Not 

to 

.:..n the 

do you have any particu_ar books to recomwe~d on these 

only affi I interested in stucying Yiddish, I am also eager 

about Jewish histo~y. I also read an article abo~t 

you in ~he Dailv Advance, Remem~ering the Holocaust Helps Insure 

Feace i!l tte .F--utur," •Titten by Dr. Paul Carlson. I think that it's 

i~portant for :ews and non-Jews alike to hear a.tout wha~ you are 

dcing :o in sure tha~ rast injustices do not re occ~r. I n:;yself a ;:n 

a Catholic, and I only hope that you can find the support you need to 
2ontinue your work. Please be aware that I am willing to help inform 

reople about that work. 

Friedman Filti, about Riz to be shown work and u felt t The world pmnierc screening of .. My 
Educator, l«tlll'er and humor. 

lat Jacob Ria. will ffliwialn With 
" ••d•., Promise to God ·• a film about the life of j Ylddiah humor the Ool~n .,,,,. 

•udience-..4 
Yauo,· Riz, fou,ndcr of the Jewish Identity i Club, at the llhawnhul'llt Jn,iJh 

Centar, SUIDD\ffdale A~. and Center and Holocaust Museum, is slated Hoffn.-.Je I~ Tu.S.,,, hb. 27, Promiee tc6 Tuesday·. 11 a.m .. in the Mayor"s Rcceptioo1j at 1:15 D.Jn. 
.. .a.. loom 202 in Cuv Hall . 

-- -. .... ,;- ~ . 
The Yiddish >1us ical and Humor Kapelya Joun -
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Dear Supporter of the JIC - Holocaust Museum, 

We are appealing to you, once again, for your support of our yearly traditional 
Free Passover Seder for youth and college students. As you know from previous years, 
this project is vitally important in as much as it offers an opportunity for young people 
to attend a Seder which they would not have otherwise. Each year, over 100 culturally 
and economically deprived youths are treated to an evening filled with Jewish traditi(Dns, 
music and of course, a Passover meal. This year, your help is needed more than ever 
before in as much as we are extending our invitation to our Soviet Jewish brethren, 
most of which have never experienced the celebration of Passover due to their persecution 
under the Communist government. 

The Jewish Identity Center works all year around to ensure that this project will 
be successful, but it can only work if the needed funds are there. This is a time of 
year when the missionary movements are extremely active in recruiting new members 
through their so called "Passover Seder". We would hate to think that our children 
would end up attending one of their dinners because the funds could not be raised for 
this project. 

The Seder will be held at the Drizin Weiss Jewish War Veteran Post on 
Sunday . April 22, at 5:00 P. M. The Post . which is located at 913 Tyson 
Avenue , has been gracious enough to lend us their facility for the second 
year in a row. 

PASSOVER SEDER 
FOR YOUTH 

Name: 

Street: 

Town: 

Home telephone: __ _ 

Amount enclosed:$ 

Shalom, 
l~A~ 

CHUCK FELDMAN 
President 
JEWISH IDENTITY CENTER 

Apt.#: 

Zip: ________________ _ 

Business telephone: ____ AN APPEAL 

_____ (Checks only please, do not send cash) TO 
____________________________ CON$CIE"ICE 

Jewish Identity Center at 1453 Levick Street, Philadelphia, PA 1'9149 

• 

THE fl\CTION OF THE J I C 
SPS4KS LOUDER 

THANWORDS 

"' 

$ ~ 1 
·!":~~,-~ - JIC Seeks Help 

,-~ (~ In Fund-Raising 
"" ·u1 ~ L~...._ - - The Jewish Identity 

f 
r C:.GS~ -J.Jf)~r Center, where all programs 

Frrf ~I,, 'N and films of J~wish cont~nt 
• f"\[_ - _1. are free, 1s seeking 

,01 """" , voluitteers to help raise 
rot ,ou," • • funds to continue the work 

1453 L evick StreE:t • Philadelphia, PA 19149- • 535-4398 And - fortheJewishyouthandthe 
- · 'HOLOCAUST MUSEUM community . 

BLUE GRASS PLAZA 2417 WELSH ROAD PHILA .. PA. 19114 (21::>J nv-.-~1:1uv - ...-.,--..."""'"'-• 

-Fl'fjle Youth Seder Highlights Passover 
GUESTS AT THE SEDER included Harry Marti~ 

Polis, a writer/philosopher and his wife, Jaynee A. Levy. 
Polis, a prominent local pai"nter. Avi Fuhrman, a folk- ... 
singer, lent his rich, resonant voice aricthIB-presence ·to the'.> 
evening's festivities. •• 

by ltlionda Hoffman 
Jewi..Ji Time., Statl'Writer 

L,ughter and song, and the story of Pa~sover filled the 
roo1u ttl the 1.1. Peretz Workmen's Circle School. 6515 
Bu!!tleton Ave., on Sa(urday evening a~ close to 100 people 
gathered to celebrate PW1sover, the festival of freedom. 
Many were children. both Russian and American. who 
came with I.heir parenL'> and grandparenL'>. to partake of 
this "timele1111 tradition. SpoIL'>ored by the Jewish Identity 
<;enter, founded by Yaakov Riz. t.hiH sixth annual seder 
fe•lured a Hpecial "Identity Haggadah for Contempor­
ark!!!" .compiled by Dr. Philip Rosen. an educator and 
social hil!t.orian. 

The Meder commenced with a reading from t.he 
Haggadjth about the i;ignificance of freedom. by Riz. the 
director of the Jewish Identity Cent.er and Holocaust 
Museum on 1453 Levick St. and the principal of the Work­
men's Circle School. "The seder is the means by which 
families and friends, young and old, are brought together 
and reminded of the heritage <>f I.he Jewish people. This 
provides the content. of Jewish identity. 'for identity is · 
more than a feeling. it. means to know. love and be Pllrt of a ; 
tradition. history and culture of a people . .. As we observe 
the seder celebration and drink to ancient liberation. we 
pray for modern liberation for all those living in political. 
economic and social bondage. As we bring the seder cups 
to our lips, we remember. t.oo. the liberal ion of Jews from 
the Nazi Holocaust and the ending of 2000 years of 
homelessness by the creation of the State of I;rael." 

AFTER RIZ'S THOUGHT-PROVOKING in­
troduction, all seder participants sang a song written by 
Riz, "Sholom is Fain and Gaol" Jiabbi Maurice Nouv~­
seller from Beth Chaim in Feasterv11le conducted the 
seder, reading from port10ns of the Haggadah and instilling 
his own wit and wisdom into the traditional ceremony. His 
rendition of "Let My People Go" was uplifting a;1d in­
spiring. If only the Egyptians had heard him sing it 4000 
yu.rs ago, they indeed might have listened to his plea. 

R1z's daughter. l011a. also led the group in several 
familiar Hebrew songs including "Day-yay-noo." 
Piramidn," and Shoimer Yisroel." His wife. Sheila and " 
eldest daughter, Eschella. also contributed to the success 
of the seder through their efforts. 

The feer ka.'lhes (four questions) were beautifullv recited 
by Igor Butorsky, an eight-year-old student at Beth Jacob 
School. His proud parents and grandparents from I 
Rumania listened as did all the gue~ts. 

T~E CANDLELIGHTING CEREMONY,written by 
Marilyn Krantz, was performed by several of Riz's 
students at tne Workmen's Circle School whe h ·. 
teacher. • re e is a 

1 

Aft.er more readings from the Haggadah. a traditional i 
feast followed. Appetites were satisfied both spuitually 
and physically everyone partook of matzot, kugel. 
chicken, tz1mme and other traditional food'>. marking the 

• tion of I.he sixth annual Free Seder for Youth. 

n a ,.,..,2, a • · · •·• • ·. _:.-~T :....· -·---.-rr., .. -2~ . 

Tilu~1. May 13,•8'2 T'l!!_Jr#fall Tlmea offlte OtNtwNc..■ _wt I also want to thank a dedicated worker of the Jewish ; 
~f . -Th--'- -Yo for Free Seder Contrage _ -- . Identity Center and Holocaust _Museum,~red ~1~· 

a.u& U . . ,.. • :who was the master of ceremomes. Also Chuck ~I~ 
I want to thank the ~ewi.'lh ?'imes and it.I! writer _R~ p~ the Garden of E_arthly Delights, wholped mye i 

-Hoffman for her beautiful articl_e about our free P~r'. \vith the Passover food; my son-in-law Stuart~brama who 
Seder for youth in the April 15 issue. At the same time;-~ lledica~d a song to the project; poet Harry artm ~olia· .J 
want to thank all the good people who donated to the free and Kathy Krantz, the pianist. . _t. 
Seder. Without them we couldn't have had ¥ ~r, Again thanks to the Jewi..Ji. Times for the pubijcity -YOlll 

Many of-the particip~~t.s, e~pecially from the &viet gave us all the time whic~ made it possible to haw th4! r..e• 
Union, this year participated in the first Pusover Seder~ Seder. We~pe to contmue next year. 

eir Jives. 

------------..,..---~ ._ ..... ._.----.. ............ ---~ .t;_- -·v:x:.~~-.::.::::-=-~•ww:<X.;a::&!i fri 

SUPPORT: Yo.ur leadership suppo~tis essential to the_effort t_o move the center out of the _basement a~d to 
allow a grass-roots fund-raising campaign to begin. Jorn the frght against conversion, ass_rmrlatron, racism, 
ignorance, frustration, and the disintegration of cultural art forms. Volunteers and contrrbutrons are vrtal. 
Contact the Jewish lc:tent'ity Center at 1453 Levick Street, Philadelphia, PA 1 9149, or call (21 5) 535-4398. IONA RIZ 

Entertainer 



Friday, March 16, 198~ Phlladelphla Dally NeljV.8 
JEWISH IDENTITY CENTER AND HOLO-
CAUST MUSEUM, 1453 Levick St. 535-4398. 
Educational center for informaijon on Nazi 
atrocities. Visits by appointment orily. . ' .,-~-

MoneylSi'l 'I Enough, Rabbi lay;,_ 
PORT WASHINGTON, N.Y. - Reform Jewish congregations need to be 

more _demanding of their mernbers, says the president of the Union of 
American Hebrew.Congregations. 

In a sermon at the Community Synagogue in Port Washington, Rabbi 
Alexander M. Schindler said, "The only thing that Reform congregations 
demand of their members today is that they pay their dues." He lamented 
that while liberal Jews insist on their right to choose, "all too often, we 
choose nothing at all or, choosing something, we observe it only haphaz­
ardly. We saunter in, we saunter through, we saunter out." 

In the typical Reform synagogue during a Sabbath service, he asked, 
"Will there be more than a corporal's guard of worshipers in attendance? 
Walk Into the typical reform Jewish home on the Sabbath and what do 
you find there? The candles? Well, yes - maybe. The kiddush [blessing 
before a Sabbath meal[ ? Rarely. 

"How do we use the Sabbath to sanctify our space and time? And how in 
heaven's name will the Sabbath preserve us if we do not find even a sin-
gle way to preserve the Sabbath?" 

-~ 

Narch 16, 198L1-

Dear Rabb i Sc h i nd le r : 

Encl os ed in t hi s lette r i s your s t a te ment and y ou ar e s o r i gh t . 

And as t he Talmud te aches us : 11 Mi k ol Melamdo Hi s kalti. 11 I hope y ou 

wil l agree t o our Pr o jec t how t o r eac h out to t he lo st Je wish youth who 

are s e ar ch i ng f or t he i r J ewish i de nt i t y . I opne l y say , tha t God gave me 

the v is i on, opend my ey e s t o see t he Trut h and s howed me a way wha t to 

do. But, he d i dn 't g iv e me t he money t o go wi t h ito Becauee f or 27 years 
I ' m t eaching a Je wish s choo l on $11 . 000 . 00 dollar s a year s a lary , and fo r 
th i s smal l am oun t I al so upkeep t he f irst in America Je wish Iden t i t y and 
Pr ee tial k In Cente r and Operation Tru t h Hol ocau s t Mus eum i n my .. obasement 

b ecaus e I cou l dn~t f i nd t ill t hi s day a Je wis h leader wit h vi s i on to l i sten 

t o my Pro j ect of _.ewish urviva l. 
I appea l t o yo u, f irst , he l p us wit h a dona tio n f or our annua l 

Fre e Pass over Sed er f or los t - e wis h youth. Se e the other si de about one of 

our Se ders. S ec ond, Invi te me to yo ur Congr ega t i on to speak and br ing 

wi t h me t wo VHS Video t ape J i lms abou t my wo rk o 1 ) 11 My Pr omi s e To God" 

Abo u t My Cen ter Muse um and about my l i f e. It is a half hour doc umen t ar y 
J i lm hou; t he f irst Hol ocaus t Museum i n Amer i ca start ed . 2) 11 Israe l­

Amer ica ' s 'Key To S ur viv a l . '' Produc ed by a Chr istian fr i end of Isr ael . 

Rev . Mi ke Ev an. ,-3 . Founde r of Th e II Lovers Of Israe l." I t i s one of the be s t 
film s of a Eye Wi tness in Lebanon . Why Is r ael II invaded 11 Lebanoni 

Can you do t h is for me ? It ~ ll be a gr eat help . Maybe some good pe op l e 
wil l he l p my Project . 

Shal om Ubrac ha , 

Yaakov Ri z , 
~-.., ~ J""-1• 

} Presi d nt Operation Trut h 

~ v , ),)~ / v·:• 1,p 
H. M. 




