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YEHUDA HELLMAN
1920 — 1986

ve Vice Chairman of the Conference of Pre
from its founding in 1959 to his passing
May 17, 1986

sort of the Conference of Presidents is dedic
Hellman’s memory, in honor of the devo

. to its work and in recognition of his achiev

ing the Conference into an instrument that spcans
dcan Jewry to our government, to Israel and to the
ichrono I’vracha.




ek
and Kenneth . Bialkin at White House briefing |
iter, Richard W. Murphy, Assistant Secretary

INTRODUCTION

IT WAS a tumultuous and anxiety-provoking period, marked by a risin
directed against America no less than at Israel, by continuing frustratior
ment of Soviet Jews and the almost total refusal of Soviet authorities to oper
Jews seeking to emigrate. There were accusations against Israel involving
of American export laws, more U.S. arms sales to Saudi Arabia, an ala:
Israel from the United States — caused in large part by fear of Arab te
tension between various groups in Israel that deeply disturbed the Ame
Yet it was a period that also witnessed an ever-greater appreciation by
ministration of the value of America’s friendship with Israel. The warm
evidenced in many ways, including increased strategic cooperation betweer

vailitaw: tha hicdh mavcanal vavand that Daactdact Dancae aend Dot 2 W22



atan Sharansky, Soviet Jewish hero (second frc
nference. Left to right: Chairman Bialkin, Yeh

: period under review also saw the release to U.!

ic exchange on a bridge between East and West
2an Jews and Mr. Sharansky himself clearly underst

of Jews to be repatriated to Israel and that the Kre
ing even so renowned a hero of our time.

sverely damaged Israel’s economy, the period und
gress in reducing Israel's runaway inflation — at §
mployment than had been feared.

armitted to buy advanced weapons from America,
iminate the sale of Stinger missiles from an alreac
ninistration from introducing a proposal to sell soph
wence of any announced decision by King Hussein tc
ng had appeared willing to come to the peace tabl
=d; but Arafat vetoed the idea in February, and further progress toward

nge in the cold peace between Israel and Egypt, there were signs at mid-
and Cairo were moving closer toward agreement on the terms of an

ettle the thorny issue of Taba — and thus toward the return to his post
Terael
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When it was first announced that the President’s
proposed trip to West Germany would include a visit
to the German military cemetery in Bitburg, protests
by Jewish groups, veterans’ organizations and others
caused Presidential aides to reconsider. What especially
cHimrad anoar oo thot sho Densident had several weeks
former Nazi concentra-
eterv of Allied war dead,
nference chairman Ken-
ecision to visit the Ger-

au “deeply offensive.”

Cirkpatrick
luncheon given by the
wil 19, 1985 to honor

..... pasiion weio s
Koch; Linda Chay
Reagan for public |
of Commentary; a
Ambassador to the
In responding to
Bialkin for her cour
terests in the UN a
tolerate attacks agai
that anti-Semitism al
revolting.” In the Ul
to “ineredibly vitriol
is rejected is Israel
existence.”
Ambassador Kirky
ship with Israel we



rTible happened and
lid not care enough,
1gh.”
appeared to criticize
Reagan that most of
in Bitburg “were vic-
of the concentration
ests: “We are not all
r remember and learn
olocaust.”
yresented Mrs. Kirk-
of the Encvclopedia
ier for “extraordinary
v and America-Israel

dkin also deplored the
the Jewish victims of
ho died during World
Bialkin said, “dimin-
ificance of the Holo-

my other, has shown
motional concern for
1d an appreciation of
are bonds between us
his support for Israel
of the best interests of
siation of the burdens
slace as a refuge from

srote directly to the
tburg. “At a meeting
Mr. Bialkin wrote.

Morris Abram, Max Fisher, Hichard Fox, klie Wiesel
and Gordon Zachs. At the meeting, the Jewish group
strenuously urged again that the President not visit Bit-
burg, noting in part that while the Jewish community
fully supported improving relations with the present
West German government, the President must under-
stand the hurt he would cause and the confusing signals
he would be giving were he to honor the German dead
of World War II by visiting the cemetery.

The meeting of the Presidents Conference to which
Mr. Bialkin referred had heard a spontaneous outpour-
ing of coneern by the heads of member-oreanizations
at the prospect that the
would place a wreath
At that meeting plans v
vigils, rallies and other
through with his visit.
attended by Greville |
of Deputies of British
president of the Jewish
reports from the Nation
Advisory Council that Ji
the country were planr
cemeteries on Sunday
Reagan was scheduled

In Washington, it w:

Cemetery would be the

dav “to honor the her

defense of freedom froi ) o )
the Washington Jewish Community Council and at-
tended by leaders of the Jewish community from all
parts of the country. The Presidents Conference helped
coordinate this event, which took place with the par-
ticipation of Catholic and Protestant church groups,
labor unions. veterans organizations. civil rights oronns
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News conference at 515 Park Avenue to protest President Reagan’s prc
of table, left to right: Richard Cohen, Kenneth J. Bialkin, Yehuda Hel

an advertisement in The New York Times on Sunday,
May 5 — the day President Reagan visited Bitburg,

= of Nazi outrages is to
ions of American Allied
to liberate Europe from
mocks the suffering and
ts, including six million
nds."” The advertisement
rrence of Presidents with
i led by the NJCRAC.
t, which included a U.S.
ed by 82 members, the
th his plan. Chairman
t regrettable,” adding:
erman government was
1g the Bitburg visit, and
1 plan when U.S. public
time, I was touched by
the deep sincerity of the President's statements of con-
cern, while in Germany, for the victims of Nazism,
and by the commitment he expressed to the remem-
brance of the Holocaust and the lessons to be drawn
from it.” Mr. Bialkin’s statement continued:
“We do not accuse the President of ill will; it was
a failure to recognize how deeply we feel — and
millions of other Americans as well — that led to the
regrettable series of errors. He may have made a choice
with which we disagree; yet in fairness we must state

that the policies of his Administration have streng-
himenimd dlvn mnilabee: mwidl mwasevatlios ol $lox: Obmfe =l FPomaesl

degradation of Na
past. We live in the
future — maost parti
economic strength «
Israel, and the defen
Union.™

U.S. Strategy in
The Administrati
dle East were spell
members of the Pr
General Edwin L. ?
of staff and a close ac
7, 1985 in New Yorl
military supremaey
White House polic
endanger Israel’s ahi
commitment,”

Mr. Meese said t]
was to protect the M
or domination by Sor
peace negotiations °
with Israel.” Discu-
Attorney General «
“balancing act” bet
military superiority
viding weapons to :
can strings attachec
in the USSR, “whe
whatsoever.”
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" instability into the
rve neither American

re is good reason to
een our country and
ons and to encourage
ninistration is indeed
to Jordan, it should
1as entered into direct
ly after such negotia-
lts.”
Mr. Bialkin noted fur-
sapons to Jordan “will
1 by placing an added
1y that could severely
¢ recovery. Because its
heavily armed,” the
1 wrote, “Israel would
teps to maintain its
is means that it must
itary strength to assure
Arab states would not
dvantage that Israel

@l would be severely
o Arab states includes
the advanced fighters
inmic threat posed by
v arms could prove

ecause arms sales to
| to direct talks with
1al to the Arab states
sgotiate remains the

The Flight of TWA 847

In mid-June of 1985, just minutes after taking off
from Athens for Rome, TWA flight 847 was com-
mandeered by two heavily-armed members of an
Islamic terrorist group. Their purpose: to force Israel
to release 766 Shi'ite prisoners held at the Atlit prison
camp. In the hope of accomplishing this aim, the hi-
jackers forced the plane to fly to Beirut and, after kill-
ing a U.S. Navy man aboard, spirited away the 39
remaining American passengers and singled out
passengers with “Jewish-sounding” names, holding
them separately.

In a statement assai
Failing to enforee adequ
have prevented the ten
the Presidents Confere
those governments, p
welcomed terrorist lea
ol states, thus validati
evervwhere.” Chairm

“We express our rev
that is the essence of A
and killers — whether
bers are not fre
maotivated by hate, A
destroyed lest it destro
will never be eliminat
ments and politicians |
leaders.”

Mr. Bialkin also sent a message to the chairman of
TWA, L.E. Smart, requesting a meeting to learn “the
full story of what took place so we can be reassured
that the crew did not actively play a role in singling
out the Jewish passengers.” Such a meeting was held,



that supplies and supports terrorism. These govern-
ments cannot escape responsibility for furnishing the
arms, the money and the political backing that make
it possible for Arab terrorists to bomb our embassy,
destroy our Marine barracks and now to hijack an
American airliner and kidnap its passengers. Our coun-
to avoid accountability
ouraged.
1e culpability of those
ned terrorist leaders and
, thus validating and en-
re. They too stand guilty

i and the racism and hate
r demonstrated by their
assengers with so-called
iwlding them separately.
mericans share our pain
scess, with its echoes of
t.
w that the terrible events
iphasize the importance
g and reliable ally in the
region, a nation whose democratic values are consis-
tent with our own and which joins with us in reject-
ing any surrender to terrorist blackmail. This is a time
for the United States and Israel to draw closer together
in common refusal to buckle under to those who seek
to humble America.”

As the crisis continued, the Presidents Conference
grew disturbed that, while U.S. policy ruled out
negotiations or compromises with the hijackers — re-
jecting any link between the fate of the hostages and
that of the Lebanese prisoners in Israeli hands — the

adimvminlle wlesmen dm Bl Asovmslvanemismvanliasoman axfend M

Israel of 31 Shi’ites
freed. In a stateme
Presidents Confere
with all Americans
victims, and we ex
family of the brutally
aboard. If there is a
freedom-loving cow
war against terroris

“It seems clear t
disturbing relations
salem, in fact drew
refusal to surrender

From Israel Mr. B
congratulations of th
strong leadership anc
joice,” Mr, Bialkin sai
not to yield to the
resolve to fight terro
extend our sincere aj

During this perio
second one-vear tert
of Presidents.

Terrorism and T
The hostage crisis
made worse by tele-
the hijack victims i
in Israel, whom Isr
home — a promise
had been freed. In
CBS and NBC New
Bialkin requested t
network’s news chi

g



:d tor expressing sym-
mmew Arabic, lived in
1 business with Arab
1s during which Amal
victims to the Shi'ite
correspondents failed
en taken into custody
ts perpetrated against
1 Lebanon; that before
unced its intention to
tearly 300 of them had

sidents Conference told
ften the “experts™ and
pret the hijacking ap-
the lawlessness of the
of Israel, At the same
ved that by refusing to
ids for the Lebanese
| was guilty of hurting
ing the fate of the
contrary to Washing-
vietims,

. the exchanves often
eutives admitted their
eir choice of “experts”

residents Conference

1 succeeded in sensitiz-
community’s concerns
verage was being and
itored. After the CBS
of its hostage-crisis
ation of the criticism,
y citing numerous in-
»mpolete or inaccurate

its perspectives on the world. Among the examples is
the fact that Romania alone among Warsaw Pact
countries maintains formal diplomatic and commer-
cial ties with Israel. These ties, along with its ties with
the Arab world, have enabled Romania to play a
special role in advancing the cause of peace in the Mid-
dle East.

“From time to time, we have been deeply concerned
about manifestations of anti-Semitism in Romania,
particularly in published writings. However, we note
with gratification that President Ceaucescu, in an ad-
dress to the Romanian Partv Conorece lack Navemhar
and on two other put
to combat anti-Semil
statements and hope
manifestations of a
future.”

A Warm Welcom

Late in July, Thom
Samuel Lewis as U.S,
ed a meeting of the Py
of his departure for Te
in the Middle East. /
that the Administrati
“package deal” betwe
return the Egvptian ar
up the “cold peace’ b
friendly meeting — hi .

Jewish group prior to his departure to Israel — Am-
bassador Pickering stated:

“Our main objective is to promote direct Arab-Israel
talks. We are here to help, but we understand that the
primary decisions must be made by the countries
themselves.”



members by Kenneth J. Bialkin.

ple and the Jewish state, who won the affection and
respect of all of Israel and the Jewish community.”
In his impromptu response, Ambassador Lewis
spoke of the “roller coaster relationship between
A T — from love feasts to
ceremonies of peace with
war in Lebanon™ — dur-

led:
nship between lsrael and
r, more solid and more
before. Of course, there
fered sharply, as we will
t such moments that vou
its play so erucial a role,
. connection among our
wish community and the

stablishing the tone and
anique relationship. In
swish community to the
sitating to give us the
venerIt ur your aavice, you nave proved an indispen-
sible voice and are playing a vital role in building
understanding between the United States and Israel.”

That role was cited by Secretary of State Shultz,
himself in responding to a Presidents Conference let-
ter voicing concern over possible new arms sales to
Jordan. Secretary of State Shultz wrote in part on
July 1, 1985:

“In reaching any decisions we will be guided by our
fundamental commitment to the security of Israel and
the maintenance of its qualitative military superiority
against potential threats in the region posed by anv

nation of these act
national Jewish reli
make up the Conf
and solidarity we fe
for your safety and
these heinous dee
punished.”

Nairobi Women'
At the end of July,
Shultz, the Conferer
of the UN women's «
Kenya, and voiced a
for “firm and dedica
posing efforts there
racism. Chairman |
“We extend our
preciation to vou
chairperson of our
End-of-the-Decade
Kenya, The firm and
by our country’s reg
the policy set by Pre
firmed America’s o
and to the support
“At the same time
to make the Nairob’
ing the causes of |
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vith the Soviet Union.
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| Soviet leader Mikhail
ssed by the status of
it offer any prediction
1 some frustration in
ting that they deeply
wn-rights violations. He
e issue of Soviet Jewry
hope that he could do
might have greater ef-
expected no change in

or the Seerctary briefly
rris Abram, chairman
Soviet Jewry, had held
Ambassador Anatoly
ference chairman told
'« Ambassador Dobry-
vement in the United
gly outspoken, aggres-
Jnion. Mr. Bialkin ex-
i view that the Jewish
of support for detente
1at a more effective ap-
o become outspokenly

d the issue of Israel’s
“uch better about the
ng made although a
and that the leader-
erved praise. He also
id received from Max
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ner.” The United States, Mr. Shultz said, was trying
to develop the PLO as that partner. Egyptian-Israeli
relations also needed strengthening, Secretary Shultz
said, for their own sake and also to promote and ex-
tend the Arab-Israeli peace process.

The Secretary vigorously affirmed, however, that
U.S. policy towards the PLO had not changed, that
it was well-known, and that the Administration would
not enter into discussions with the PLO except on its
clearly expressed previously announced conditions:
That any PLO acceptance of Israel’s right to exist and
of United Nations Re * ~ ~*~ 77" '
clear and uneguivoca

The Wrong Sale

On September 19, 1
publicly called on the
proposed sale of arms |
wrong sale, at the wro
The sale will not serve
of Middle East peace,
friend and allv Israel

In a statement, Mr.
of course that there is
relations between o
moderate Arab nation
long as it rejects direc
ing arms to Jordan wi
sein in his refusal to come w we peace woie.

The Conference of Presidents statement, noting
“King Hussein’s insistence on an international con-
ference that would include the Soviet Union,” con-
tinued: “For some 30 years the USSR has sought a
recognized role in the Middle East. Giving it a place
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Chairman Bialkin also said the Presidents Con-
ference was gratified by Poland’s recent efforts to
recognize the Jewish contribution to Polish life and
culture over the centuries, both in preserving the Jewish
past and in governmental attempts to meet the cultural

o T 7 s Jewish community in

Zonference delegation met
France, Roland Dumas,
1e French ambassador to
dealt principally with dif-
States and France on at-
East peace process and,
ench officials stressed that
from that of the United
ude toward Israel had
ndly and favorable since
imed office. Thev never-
lians did have a right to
e, although they pointed
ther the character of such
iation it would have with
1 NEe1gnpors.

The Presidents Conference representatives expressed
their concern and disagreement with this policy. They
also reviewed the Jewish community’s concerns regard-
ing the human rights policies of the Soviet Union and
urged that Foreign Minister Dumas ask President Mit-
terand to take the issue up with Premier Gorbachev
during their forthcoming meeting. M. Dumas in-
dicated that the French were supportive on the issue
of Soviet Jewry and would do what they could al-
though he was skeptical of any immediate progress out-
side of the context of improvement in U.S.-Soviet

Foreign Minister
Presidents Confer

behind all recent a
stated, and Israel w
find a way to put
We will overcome
Noting that Israe
had just marked its
of its “considerable
and the Lebanon |
had not yet fully re
“we feel we are mal
said the situation w
Israeli forees still o
Despite differem
ment, he continued,
of principles, amor
PLO, no Palestiniar
Camp David accor
dan without precc
tions with a joint ]
addition, he said,
opposition to an ir
Middle East confl

Terrorist War,
On October 2.



’s determination to
:ed and found want-

i act of self-defense
Administration has
7's willingness to seek
k and murder U.S.
diplomat William

is been shaken and the
:nt in the war against

¢ and the Jewish peo-
after the UN resolu-
7, an arm of the PLO
Achille Lauro in the
a wheelchair-bound
n Klinghotfer of New
rd. Three days later,
permitted to go free
ied, Mr. Bialkin held
ton assailing all such
:alling on the United
sition not only toward
ttries that harbor and
the position of the
g with terrorists, Mr.,

“her American citizen
?alestine Liberation
lon: Is the Western
rab terrorism?

r other democracies

1 O

[This meeting was cancelled by Foreign Secretary
Howe when the PLO representatives refused a British
request to accept UN Resolutions 242 and 338 and to
abjure terrorism. ]

“Finally,” Mr. Bialkin said, “we must as a nation
take our stand with those who have had the courage
to strike at terrorists, wherever they may be — and
we must seek to emulate them.

“Strong words are effective only if they lead to strong
action. As a nation, we can no longer permit those who
murder Americans to make deals that guarantee thexr
safe haven. The escape ——-+ - -1 *=- -0 b
denied, the punishmer

“Only then will terro

The following day &
tion that met with !

Washington. As they n
the Mediterranean we
plane carrying the four
had been released b
Mubarak — to freedor
led to the capture of the
trial by Italian authorit
Abbas, who was unace
government) marked
response to terrorism. |
President Reagan as cor
wrote:

“Both you and Secretiuy v vaw vuwe nave aucu
that the war against terrorism carries with it the
necessity of striking vigorously against terrorists when
they can be identified and where they can be found
with some certainty; clearly this was the case here, as
it also was in the Israeli raid on PLO headquarters in

m o ~a 1 11 1
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Shark jets or 40 F-16Cs, plus 12 mobile Hawk surface-
to-air missile batteries, 108 shoulder-fired Stinger anti-
aircraft missile launchers, 200 Sidewinder air-to-air
missile launchers, 32 M-3 Bradley tanks and equipment
to transform Jordan’s 14 fixed Hawk batteries into
overwhelmingly passed a
farch 1 any action on the
. The resolution, said Mr.
s press, “gives King Hus-
o direct negotiations with
v between the two coun-
be a significant contribu-
tv in the Middle East and
stions in Congress to the

1.5. Senators had publicly
*he proposed Administra-
inder present conditions.
: said, “now affords Jor-
to reverse its policy of re-

answer session wi
offices in 515 Par
Mr. Peres said
Reagan and other
week he had been ..
relations between
“never been better,
in his Washington n
ministration’s prop
of peace should pr
dan,” he said. Mr. |
thanked President F
had brought to Isra
who had fled to th
On his new peag
he hoped that King
tually understand
negotiations, we di
The Israeli leade
Jordan and the PL
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embly hall, site of conference marking 10th anniversary of UN resolution

il

ir freeze in diplomatic

e 10th anniversary of
| Assembly of Resolu-
racism. To repudiate
he UN in cooperation
e sponsored a “Con-
1e United Nations™ at
wre than 1,000 Jewish,
wving as co-chairmen
in Netanyahu, Israel’s
itor Daniel P. Moyni-
» former United States
. The Conference of
ating agency for the

outdoor rally at the

rdinated by the New

ns Council. The in-

ed by Ambassador

led out its purpose:

Zionism and the Jewisl
most suceesshul instance
since the time of the b
“We will meet to e
determination that the
tions be reversed and th
original vision of its fo
The highlight of the »
a message sent by Presi
port “for the removal o
tions record.” The Pr
events have so offende
“Zionism Is Racism’ res
It was as if all Americ
of our chief delegate, T
United States rises to
Assembly of the United Nations and before the world
that it does not acknowledge, it will never abide by,
it will never acquiesce in this infamous act.””
The President’s message continued: “The United
States, under the leadership of three different
Presidents, has remained true to that pledge. Today
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time and attention of the United Na-
tions and its various bodies than any
other subject — more time than the
problems of world hunger, poverty,
genocide, human rights violations,
the threat of nuclear war, terrorism
or the fight against disease and social

n and [s-
g the con-
ds one? It
1 Middle
n, or that
laces are
e world.
oncentra-
zal of the
ress thelr

through

nd Israel
1 hostility
Jews'an-
above all

iwyer, is

' of Presi-

rwish Or-

drman of
tne conjerence on “‘Israel, Zionism
and Racism,"” being held today at the
United Nations.

UL Cgypt, [EIuse [0 accept ue legiu-
macy of Israel or to resolve differ-
ences through negotiation. Their
media and government spokesmen
maintain a drumbeat of anti-Semi-
tism, sometimes crude, sometimes
subtle, that poisons the minds and in-
flames the passion of their peoples.
Little free debate or dis-

agreement

tries. With few exceptions, the small
Jewish communities that remain in
mbnlﬂﬂm live in fear of persecu-

Moreover, the anti-Semitism of the
Arab world has spread beyond the
Middle East, into the third world and
the Soviet bloc, which, to its eternal
discredit, lends its full weight to these
calumnies.

The Soviet Union practices its
brand of anti-Semitism with cat-like
perversity. It torments those Jews
who wish to live a Jewish life in the
Soviet Union yet refuses to let them

Jews whose only “offense’”
is to ask to leave risk being sent to in-
ternal exile and labor camp. The au-
thorities arrest teachers of the He-

even flimsier charges mpn-m.m
Jewish activists. Jews live in an at-
mosphere of fear and intimidation,
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all, will survive the shameful exhibition in the UN and
the proponents of the resolution.”
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The New

non-aligned natior
resolution could |



solution “obscures the
has impeded the fight
luding many African
sne resolution — dealt
i and to everyone op-
cularly blacks who are
1 Africa,” he said. Mr,
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ack spiritual, “Let My
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ity of the Jewish peo.
‘ed States and for the
tions. The United Na-
peace, When it is used
e, it not only injures
1 discourages and cor-
1at is the mainstay of
he fight against the
iited Nations is a key
nst this corruption.”
er deputy chief of
itions (and author of
> note. “Israel’s posi-

Costa Rica to the Unitea vauons, urgea tne conrerence
to “continue fighting and strengthening your hearts for
the sacred ideals and dreams of Zion. Nothing and
fiobody will be able to: oread o (e, S L
it is not only vour figh
of good will. In vour |
worse resolutions, and
Don't lose vour faith, 1
decency of human be

Rahmin Eliezar, an
to Israel and who is nc
tional Couneil of Ethic
“l am an equal amon
Jews. My life is proo
Zionism is equality.”

And Ambassador Nel
rescue of the black Jev
“Zionism-Is-Racism® s
preposterous to toleral

At the outdoor ral
Presidents Conference cuairman prain presentea a
definition of Zionism that many in the audience would
agree with.

“Zionism,” he said “is the desire of Jews to live in
peace and freedom in their ancient homeland. It holds
no animosity to others; it threatens no one who would
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sion and our pride in its achievements  scientific intelligence. Ui
are not diminished, but Israel must Nevertheless, Israel’s many Amer- in
not test that support by actions that ican friends remain confused and ic
may harm the United States. shaken by recent events. They won- an
Israel has apologized to the United der why Israel would risk harmingits ali
States and has said that it is a viola- relationships in the United Statesand m

tion of Israel’s policy to engage in es-  are hopeful that Israel's leaders fully R

’ ST T . Jerusa- appreciate the importance of not per-  feel

0 investi- mitting this kind of activity to be re-  The

5, punish peated. not

ithorized Every nation has legitimate needs  jusi

involved  for intelligence — as much as it can  and

ssistance  get — and Israel has particularly wvolr

rs. .The pressing needs because it is a small spe

this apol-  nation surrounded by peoples who Isn

rendship wish it harm. But even such need does  jeay

the two  not justify resorting to illegal and ille- me

gitimate conduct against a main tod

-Thetwo friend. Actions that compromise the

tonships  United States security are simply not  pre

national acceptable. ma

have not Unfortunately, there will be those B

ere isno  who will use this episode for theirown  are

tommon  purposes — to undermine support for mu

Israel and challenge American Jews. lea

wyer, is But the good sense of the American sho

of Presi-  people must not be diverted by such  der

wish Or-  efforts, tod

irman of American Jews do not believe that 1o |

= mym e ———p—- Of B'nai  their suppert for Israel and Zionism  est:

B'rith. is in any way inconsistent with their , the

The New Y

against the United States in behalf of Israel. His name
was Jonathan Pollard, he was Jewish, and he was a
government employee with access to secret Navy
documents that he allegedly sold to the Government
of Israel.

must not test that
the United States.

Another Terror
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tv Council to censure
uing support of ter-
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Noting that on December 11 the UN General
Assembly and on December 18 the Security Council
had adopted resolutions condemning abduction, hos-
tage-taking and other forms of terrorism, and had
called for international cooperation to prevent, pro-
secute and punish all acts of hostage-taking, abduc-
tion and other forms of international terrorism, Mr.
Bialkin said in his message: “You have eloquently
expressed on numerous occasions your abhorrence of
terrorism. We ask you now to seek the good offices of
the UN to free all the remaining hostages and to halt
the terrorists’ unspeakable acts of violence. Now that
the UN has spoken, w
appropriate to deman
the UN, in behalf of .
fellow-Jews.”

‘Soviet Disinforma
The new year 1986
Conference by Meir R
the United States, on
Branding as “Soviet (
USSR would renew di
and reverse its policy t
bassador Rosenne said
change” in Moscow’s al
and the demand of Sc
Israel.
The Israeli envoy A A
Kremlin propaganda effort, launched prior to the
Geneva summit conference, to win sympathy for the
Soviet cause.” He added:
“The Soviet disinformation campaign has already
had considerable success. Even worse, the leaders of
the TISSR mav he convineed that thev ran oet Ameri-
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tian ambassador would return to Israel. He added that
Egypt remained strongly committed to peace and
would resist any efforts to cool relations with Israel.

In a memorandum to the Conference reporting on
his conversation, Mr. Bialkin said he had taken issue
writh tha Tovmbine ~nosboees doge's ctatement that Yasir
ed to recognition of Israel
tions on the Middle East.
ington, Mr. Bialkin held
'hite House chief of staff,
ins were set for a White
nts Conference on March
i, director of the Federal
sues affecting the Pollard
rnational terrorism and
e U.S. of Jewish involve-
ks in California and

in and Yehuda Hellman

acost, Undersecretary of

d Philip Wilcox, head of

Jepartment. In this con-
s rvmcavas srass sassseuos vaps E558d his appreciation of
the cooperation being provided by Israel in the Pollard
affair. The Presidents Conference leaders also raised
the proposed American arms sale to Jordan and the
deteriorating situation confronting Jews in the Soviet
Union. This visit was followed by a brief chat with
Judge Abraham Sofaer, legal advisor to the State
Department, on his recently-completed mission to
Israel in connection with the Pollard matter.

Sanctions Against Libya
In mid-January President Reagan, in a nationwide
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Shcharansky after nine years of imprisonment and per-
mitted the Jewish activist to emigrate to Israel. Jewish
communities around the world rejoiced. Speaking for
the Presidents Conference, Mr. Bialkin said: “Our joy
at Anatoly Shcharansky’s freedom is matched only by
our gratitude to President Reagan and Secretary Shultz
for their unremitting and ultimately successful efforts
to win his release. Their commitment to the cause of
Soviet Jewry merits our deepest appreciation.” He
continued:

“We pray that Mr. Shcharansky’s departure for
Israel will be the harki-—-— - -0 st — oo oo
from the Soviet Union:
who have waited, ma
to emigrate to Israel,

Nudel; an end to the hs
activists; and an openii
of thousands who have
tions from Israel to jo

“If the departure ¢
rethinking of the Soviet
a development would
Americans. Until then,
call to world attention
Soviet Union of the s
made in signing the F
vears ago.”

The Presidents Conl
the notion that the Sheuaiausny 1eicase wugue siguny
a broader change in Soviet policy towards Jews and
thus soften American Jewish pressure on the USSR.
“On the contrary,” he said, “it shows there is hope only
in keeping the pressure on the Soviets. They clearly
have not changed their attitude on human rights.”
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spoke of the “ties to terrorist groups in the Middle East”
of the Sandinistas, which he said “go back more than
a decade-and-a-half.” Mr. Reagan added:

“Thomas Borge, Nicaragua’s Minister of the Interior,
was one of many Sandinista Communists to train in
PO momem e T b= - Y %ria and Libya. To quote

your brother Arafat that
t PLO cause is the cause
fat returned the compli-
f the Nicaraguans is the
vhat the Sandinista com-
hom they call ‘our great
wdship with Libya is eter-
in accordance with our
darity without frontiers.’
s been openly sending
ns, because, he says, the
:with Libya. ‘They fight
wn ground.””
“The Sandinista Com-
vords with actions, join-
ults in the Middle East,
wauuig wie awcpe w o overthrow the Hussein
Government and the hijacking of an El Al airliner. The
Sandinista terrorist killed in the El Al hijacking, Patrick
Arguayo Ryan, is revered as a hero by the Nicaraguan
government. They even named a large power dam
after him.

“The Nicaraguan Communists desecrated
Managua’s synagogue and drove the small Jewish com-
munity into exile. Isaac Stavisky, who was there, tells
of the anti-Jewish Sandinista graffiti: ‘Death to the
Jewish pigs,” with red and black FSLN initials next to
it, and ‘Beware Sandinista justice.””

JCWIDII UUllllllulllly
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and would support
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negotiation.

“The principal bz
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development and o1
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fr. Bialkin declared in
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Gulf of Sidra. By cross-
" American naval forces
¢ Muammar Qaddafi’s

his rhetoric. Having
xd States now foolishly
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icoherent promise of

ates a weakening of
arism, It is exactly the
vorld and to terrorists
he unwarranted action
ring Senators Hart and
Congress from visiting
@ar of Libyan terrorist
“vernment should be

e Conference

lents Conference on
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in Israel for its forces in Europe, he noted.

“We have now reached such a good set of relation-
ships between Israel and the U.S. that it is almost hard
to imagine,” Peres said. He described in glowing terms
the warmth he encountered from President Reagan
and from other U.S. officials. He praised Secretary of
State Shultz in particular, calling him “an extraor-
dinary human being and friend of Israel.”

America Bombs Libya
On the night of April 14, 1986 American warplanes
launched a retaliator- -+ -~ - -
of a Berlin nightelub
were killed. In a te
Reagan, Kenneth J.
“Your firm action
rorism should be su
Americans and by fri
everywhere, We app
use foree, but there ar
and international coc
with lawless and eyni
of force has become
“We support your |
in rejection of intimic
terrorists are made tc
lawless conduct and
quences of their acts 1
of law. Until then, you: cuuiw suvwu ve appreciatea
by all of us who understand the dangers of
appeasement.
“We also express our appreciation to the government
of the United Kingdom for its understanding and sup-
port, and wish to express our disappointment with the



Dear Mr. Bialkin:

I want to thank you for your message of support
recent actions to counter and deter international -

puts on notice those who openly ad
3 of violence against the United Stat
t slow to anger and reluctant to use
temperament, we seek to resolve evi
nflicts by the steady application of «
But where these fail, and a governr
its citizens for terror, our love of
aken for fear to act. We will do wh
ally or in concert with others, to dt
ir way of life.

you for this demonstration of love f
eat deal to me, and even more to th
our Armed Forces. God bless you.

Sincerely,

(Cons ( Sroge-

Mr. Kenneth J. Bialkin
Chairman
Conference of Presidents of Major




Uy be credibility and cordiality with both ing, it is known, comes largely from
those sides in the Arab-Israeli conflict, Saudi Arabia — ‘“‘insurance’’ extorted
alter- often to the frustration and despairof by the Palestinians — Libya and
errin  both. In 1956, 1967, 1973 and 1982, Syria, among other places.
American restraint prevented Israel Why is so much money required?
Ifrom from exploiting opportunities that Terrorists are rarely fanatic reli-
th ter- might have given it a considerable gious idealists intent on suicide. Quite
itified advantage in future conflicts. Fur- the contrary, very few of those cap-
ertat- ther, the United States’ concern for tured are suicidally inclined. Much
>omb- its relationship with the Arabs hasef- more often, they are mercenaries or
-2solve  fectively prevented us from insisting misguided youths who have been
tvent a  that they accept Israel’s right to exist drugged or otherwise manipulated by
taswe in the Middle East. guerrilla leaders. Cut off their fund-
norder The real reasons for terrorist anger  ing, and terrorism will abate.
ilogical  at the West are much more compli- “Moderate’’ Arab states like Saudi
minals, cated — rooted in Arab radicalism, Arabi
onse to  religious fundamentalism, frustrated  their
nationalism and xenophobic hatreds. and 3
ounsel A “solution’ to the Israeli-Palestin-  econo
causes  fan conflict would do nothing to end  tenan
whodo the terrorism inspired by Shiite radi- which
calism, the Iran-Iraq war or the East-  with
thatin. West tensions in the Persian Gulf. shouli
paway More likely, such a solution would fers |
bundto  only reveal the vast disarray of the which
rargue  Arab world and accelerate the andd
cted at  clash of religious and national differ. Som
S WETE  ences. ambi
Finally, those who argue for look- andg
#r, is ing at underlying causes usually have r
‘Presi-  the wrong causes in mind. forcet
ish Or- The common denominator of ter- ror. B
manof rorism is the training and arming of tenan
fB'nai terrorists — elaborate preparation is one
that requires considerble sums of notafl
The New __

itic relations with

used the occasion to strongly deny a spate of new




Israel’s Defense Minister, Yitzhak Rabin, briefs the
Presidents Conference. Seated: Kenneth |, Bialkin,
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planning and prepara-
n El Al plane bound for
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n intelligence establish-
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f tension in the region.”
sm could be “wiped out
port — financing, arms,
and other assistance —
rom Iran, Libya, Svria,
mg as such support con-
:main the target of ter-
inderstand that and are
prepared w nve wiui 1t as wey have for 100 vears.”

Sharansky in New York

On the occasion of his first visit to the United States,
Natan Sharansky (who had taken the Hebrew name
to replace the Russian Anatoly) addressed the Con-
ference of Presidents May 12 at an overflow meeting
of more than 200 leaders of Jewish organizations and
Soviet Jewry activists.

In introducing Mr. Sharansky to the gathering, Mr.
Bialkin said in part: “We do not know why it is that
the Soviets finally freed Natan Sharansky. We do know

LI1USE WIIU wdlll W0
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of the United States
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diplomacy and open
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sure, the Soviets wi
During my impriso:
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meeting with Gor
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People went to Mo
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ky accepts the applause of Conference members as he takes the podium
left to right: Israel Consul-General Moshe Yegar, Morey Shapiro of the Union

i, Kenneth |. Bialkin, Yehuda Hellman and M~rric 2 Alene
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declaring: “It's very im-
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joy a visit to Greece,”
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reestablish the form
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appropriate for thos
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this time. I do want
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A New Chairmai

On June 10 Morris
and chairman of the
Jewrv, was elected b
as chairman of the C
July 1, 1986. He suc

had served the customary two one-year terms. Mr.
Abram, a former president of Brandeis University,
resigned as vice-chairman of the United States Com-
mission on Human Rights, to which he had been ap-
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Shortly after Natan Sharansky’s visit to the United
States, some news media carried stories report-
ing that — as a gesture to the Soviet Union aimed at
promoting trade and better relations — support was
developing for repeal of the Jackson-Vanik Amend-
ot * " wed-nation trade conces-
ts to Communist [non-
their citizens of the right

mself rejected this course

rish community strongly
=Vanik, a joint statement
: of Presidents, National
, Union of Councils of
s Soviet Jews, Center for
dent Struggle for Soviet
igress. The full statement
sion of unity by all the
wry — read:
dment, which is known
ion Amendment to the
flects U.S. commitment
w wie runuamenta principie of free emigration, a prin-
ciple on which American society was built. The
Amendment denies favorable trade status and
commercial credit to the Soviet Union and other Com-
munist countries that restrict emigration. The Amend-
ment provides that its restrictions may be waived, year
by year, if the President and Congress find that there
is a significant change in these restrictive policies. The
Amendment remains the clearest and most effective ex-
pression of that commitment as it pertains to the rights
of Soviet Jews and others.
“The campaign for and passage of the Freedom of

pose any legislative
Soviet Union must
has complied with f
policy will remair
unilateral gestures 1.
willing to abide by 1
rights to which they
look for significant ¢
resolve the refusenik
ending the present ha
and study group pa
substantial climb ir
envisioned by Senat
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While the Jacksor
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past number of ye
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On June 10, Alfred I
testimony to the Sub
of Representatives i
Presidents stating in
“Emigration proc
waiting period for pe
has been reduced a
ing passports to e
a result, over the l:
the Romanian Jew:
For these reason
ings in Romania’s h
Romania continue
emigrate,” the Pres
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the alternative to ex-
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ifluence conditions in

ats Conference did not
FN for Romania as a
g anti-Semitic incidents

tion-proposed arms sale
ipply of Stinger missiles
f the package — went
ticulate Congressional
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s narrow victory, Mr.,

sustaining by only one
he Saudi arms package
rulers of Saudi Arabia,
terrorism and start sup-
n the Middle East. To
+ has come to demand
ig-promised role as a
b-Israel peace and thus
as the Administration

bus and patient with
is long passed for the
ises to America.”

e e 1t
commenting on the order by Interior Minister Peretz
that the word “converted” be stamped on the identity
card of any convert who immigrates to Israel: “The
internecine struggle in Israel — now intensified by the
mischievous and unacceptable order requiring the
legending of Jews according to the quality of their
Jewish origin — does serious harm to the unity of the
Jewish people and thus threatens the support that Israel
enjoys from every quarter of the Jewish world.

“Israel’s friends everywhere are deeply disappointed
by all those actions, whether from the left or from the
right, that divide the] - ’ S
lenge the Jewish tradi
and respect for the

On June 27, in ate
the Conference of P
support of your effort
unity among Israel’s p
text of a cable he had «
ing a meeting of th
declared:

“In behalf of the 40
ference of President:

Organizations, [ am s

press our unanimous st

alarming breach of u

manifested by recent o

ing of bus stops and |

synagogues and yeshivow, uesecrauons tnat nave
shocked and appalled us all.

“We therefore applaud your efforts to foster a sense
of klal yisrael and ahavath yisrael in the life of the
Jewish community, and to condemn and isolate those
forces, whether on the left or on the right, that divide
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Minister declared that the episode was counter to
Israeli policy and promised both to break up the unit
responsible and punish those guilty of violating direc-
tives of the Israeli government.
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di official to meet with
orning in the Jerusalem
ind-answer session, the
n that the Pollard case
mt that had created an
ituation representing a
d be investigated so that
‘es revealed for the first
wir telephone conversa-
orge Shultz at 3:00 a.m.
which the Pollard issue
1 said the political and
| and the United States
n before the incident

1e Prime Minister then
gave nis views on a numpoer of key issues affecting
Israel. Despite the dispute over Taba and other prob-
lems, Egypt appeared eager to develop a warmer rela-
tionship with Israel, he said, but King Hussein con-
tinued to be vague and non-commital about coming
to the peace table. Israel’s main adversary, Mr. Peres
said, was Syria, which was intent on derailing any ef-
forts to set up direct peace negotiations between Jor-
dan and Israel.
The Prime Minister also asked support of his pro-
posal to declare a 10-year moratorium on the divisive
issue of “Who Is a Jew” and efforts to amend the Law

T
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e
group had been briefed by Defense Minister Yitzhak
Rabin and General Ehud Barak, chief of Army Intel-
ligence. Mr. Rabin stressed the fact that while Israel
had been forced to cut its defense budget by $650
million because of the economic crunch, the Arab na-
tions had combined military budgets totalling $29
billion. Gen. Barak had harsh words for the Arab arms
build-up, especially by Syria. He reported that
enlarged Syrian military forces were heavily equipped
with the most modern Soviet tanks, aircraft, missile-
carrying submarines and a variety of short- and long-
range missiles.

Ceneral Moshe Le
Defense Forees, also di
mission, pointing out
forces near the Golan
cern in Israel. Gen. L
reductions in the defe
dangered the country

At a dinner that eve
Minister Yitzhak Shan
discussing the stagna
stated: “We must no
statements to the med
come to the peace tabl
from us and allies hims
Shamir went on to no
preventing direct attacl
and is keeping a close
his kingdom."

That night several hundred Jerusalemites joined the
mission at a Presidents Conference-sponsored sym-
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independence, whic
five or six years, Mi1
to “cut to the bone”
reducing purchasin
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Histadrut Secreta

In Beit Hanassi, President Chaim Herzog greets
Kenneth J. Bialkin.

can Jewry: Reciprocity was upset and worri
icipant — Moshe Arens, ment (then T perce
d former Ambassador to satisfaction with th
ien differences arose be- economy. A differen
mmunity and the Israeli Hurvitz, president of
attempt to “meet half- tion, who stressed th
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mtended that American vear; he urged the d
) remain silent on issues home that Israel wa
| policy at a time when The mission then ¢
to intercede with the ing Mevasseret Zion,

and public opinion in
dealing with such 1ssues.

Other participants in the lively discussion were
Rabbi David Hartman, professor of philosophy at
Hebrew University; Jacob Stein and Julius Berman,
former chairmen of the Presidents Conference; Yehuda
Ben-Meir, formerly Israel’s Deputy Minister of Foreigr:
Affairs; David Sidorsky, professor of philosophy at Col-
umbia University; and Simcha Dinitz, a member of
the Knesset and former Ambassador to the U.S.

The Third Day

The final Aav af the miccinn anenad with a hreal-fact
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The Case of Kurt Waldheim

In the early spring of 1986, former UN Secretary
General Kurt Waldheim was a candidate in Austria’s
Presidential election when evidence linking him to Nazi
war crimes was unearthed by the World Jewish
Congress.

Documents made public by the W]C, as well as in-
formation provided by the Yuooslav and 17 S oavern.
ments, revealed that t
about his wartime ser
the weeks passed, mo
Mr. Waldheim's invol
slav partisans and the
Greek Jews from Salc

Despite a stream o
complicity in the w:
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quest the UN to turn
sion files on the Austria
Benjamin Netanvahu;

In a letter to UN Se
Cuellar, Mr. Bialkin .
was “gratified” that t
available to Israel. ]
regarding Mr. Wald]
covered, the Conference urged Mr. Perez de Cuellar
to make public all documents in the UN archives that
would shed light on the charges.

Mr. Bialkin also wrote to Attorney General Edwin

Meese urging the Department of Justice to place Mr.
Waldheim on the “watch list” of nercanc harred fram




nal UN memorandum that served to seal the vault on
a huge dossier of war criminals. Israel is now demand-
ing that the bureaucratic decision of more than a
quarter-century ago be revoked and that the public,
scholars, international organizations and bodies such
ac Yad Vachom ha allawad fy]] access to the files.”
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HELLMALI

The Conference of Presidents suffered a tragic loss
on May 17, 1986 with the sudden death of Yehuda
Hellman, executive vice chairman of the Conference
since its founding in 1959. Mr. Hellman, who was 66
years old, collapsed and died of a heart attack in St.
Louis while addressing a meeting of the board of trustees
of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations.
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