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MEMO RAN DU 
October 29, 1993 

Alexander M. Schindler .. 
Fred Cohen 

Attached please find a dues statement from the Presidents 

Conference. Please remit. 

Note: I have initialed it for Rabbi Schindler as he 

instructed me by phone. 

' Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
.. ~ ... , SERVING REFORM JUDAISM IN NORTH AMERICA 

~;,'~::~ 838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YOHK, NY 10021-7064 (212) 249-0100 



Lester Pollack 
Chairman 

Malcolm I. Hoenlein 
Executive Vice Chairman 

October 25, 1993 

Mr. Melvin Merians 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
333 Seventh Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10001 

Dear Mel and Alex, 

As you know, an increase in dues for the 1993-94 fiscal year with 
a minimum dues of $5,000 was approved by the Conference last year. 
The Budget and Finance Committee has been working on recommenda
tions for fair and equitable increases as part of an overall 
approach to the Conference's funding. You will receive further 
notice regarding the new dues structure along with the Conference 
budget. 

In the interim, we ask that you continue to pay dues according to 
the current schedule and have enclosed a current statement of your 
account. We ask that you give this your prompt attention. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Lester Pollack 

·M~ 
Malcolm Hoenlein 

Chairman Executive Vice Chairman 

110 East 59th Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 • (212) 318-6111 • FAX# (212) 644-4135 
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CONFEI{ENCE .OF PI{EsIDENTS 

OF MAJOilj\MBUCJ\N JEWISH 01lGANI~TION5 
Lester Pollack 

Chairman 

Malcolm I. Hoenlein 
Executive Vice Chairman 

October 22, 1993 

To: Rabbi Alexander Schindler/Melvin Merians 
UAHC 

From: Lester Pollack 
Malcolm Hoenlein 

DUES STATEMENT 

Annual Dues 1993-1994 Fiscal Year: $ 6,000.00 

Balance Due: $ 2,000.00 

110 East 59th Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 • (212) 318-6111 • FAX# (212) 644-4135 



FROM: 

TO: 

COPY: 

Edith J. Miller 

Fred Cohen 

MEMORANDUM 

April 14, 1992 

If it is possible, can you please make a payment of $3000 to the 

Presidents Conference to complete our subvention this year. If 

you send the check to me, I will forward it. 

Many thanks. 
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FROM: 

TO: 

COPY: 

Edith J. Miller 

Fred Cohen 

MEMORANDUM 

April 13, 1992 

Please let me know where we stand in terms of dues to the 

Presidents' Conference. I just received a call from them about 
( 

our dues and I want to have the correct information at hand. 
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CONFERENCE .OF PI{ESIDENTS 

OF MAJO.llj\MEIUCAN JEWISH 0RGANI~TION5 

Shoshana S. Cardin 
Chairman . \'. • 

Malcolm I. Hoenleln 
Execulive Director 

April 13, 1992 

I 

To: Presidents and Executive Directors 
From: Shoshana s. Cardin, Chairman 

Malcolm Hoenlein, Executive Director 

Pending the upcoming meeting of the Budget Committee, an 
invoice for your agency's annual dues is enclosed. The 
Conference is experiencing severe financial pressures and can 
not continue to function properly or to serve agencies whose 
accounts are not current. 

We ask that you give this your prompt attention. 

SSC 
MH 

I 

110 East 59th Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 • (212) 318-6111 • FAX# (212) 644-4135 
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CONFEf{ENCE .OF PRESIDENTS 

OF AfAJOR._J\ME:l{lCJ\N JEWISH 0R.GANim,.TION5 
Shoshana S. Cardin 

Chairman 

Malcolm I. Hocnleln 
Executive Director 

April 13, 1992 

To: Rabbi Alexander Schindler/Melvin Merians 
UAHC 

From: Shoshana s. Cardin 
Malcolm Hoenlein 

DUES STATEMENT 

Annual Dues 1992-1993 Fiscal 

Past Due: 

Balance Due: 

Year: $ 6,000.00 / 

------ . I -;:v--$ 3,000.00/G\\~ 

$ 9,000.00 

~ 

110 East 59th Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 • (212) 318-6111 • FAX# (212) 644-4135 



Malcolm I. Hoenlein 
Executive Director 
Presidents' Conference 
110 East 59th street 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Malcolm: 

July 19, 1991 
8 Av 5751 

Enclosed herewith is a check for $1,000. from the UAHC. 
This represents the first payment towards our subvention to 
the Presidents' Conference for the 1991-92 fiscal year. 

With warm regards. 

Sincerely , 

Edith J. Miller 
Ass i stant to the President 

Encl. 



MEMORANDUM 

JULY 16, 1991 

From: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

To: Fred Cohen 

RE; 1991-92 SUBVENTION/Presidents' Conference 

Please issue a check for $1000. to the Presidents' 
Conference as a first payment towards our 1991-92 
subventionof $6000. send the check to Edie Miller for 
transmittal. 

Many thanks. 



Presidents' Conference called seeking dues payment ... 1990-91 
budgeted $6000. and paid $6000. 

1991-92 budgeted $6000. - shall we send a payment of $1000. 
or so? 

E 
7/16 
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Shoshana s. Cardin, Chair 
Presidents' Conference 
110 East 59th Street ' 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Shoshana: 

July 15, 1991 
4 Av 5751 

Please note that I wish to have Rabbi Eric H. Yoffie 
represent the UAHC on the National Coordinating Committee 
for Jerusalem 25. Eric is, as you know, Executive Director 
of ARZA and can be reached at 838 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 
10021, 212-249-0100. 

Warm regards. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Shoshana S. Cardin 
Chairman 

Malcolm I. Hoenleln 
Executive Director 

July 1, 1991 

C' .... 3 
CONFEI{ENCE . OF PI{FsIDENTS 

OF MAJOR.j\MEIUC.AN JEWISH OR.GANIZ:\TION5 

Dear Colleague, 

Pursuant to the decisions taken at recent Conference meetings and the recommendation 
of the Scope Committee, I am inviting our member organizations to designate a 
representative to serve on the National Coordinating Committee for Jerusalem 25. May 
30, 1992 will mark 25 years since Jerusalem's reunification. We hope to use the coming 
months to build up to the commemoration through a variety of educational efforts ( similar 
to the National Committee for Israel's 40th anniversary). The celebration will provide us 
with an opportunity to emphasize Jerusalem's significance and the importance of its 
remaining the unified capital of Israel. 

Please submit the name, address, telephone number and any positions held by the designee 
to the Conference office. 

I look forward to hearing from yo 

Sincerely yours, 

Shoshana S. Cardin 
Chairman 

110 East 59th Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 • (212) 318-6111 • FAX# (212) 644-4135 
American Israel Pubhc Affairs 

Comm111ee 
Amencan Gathering/Federation 

Jewish Holocaust Survivors 
American Jewish Committee 
American Jewish Congress 
American ORT Federation 
American Sephardi Federation 
American Zionist Federarton 
American Zionis1 You1h 

Foundation 
AMIT Women 
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America 
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Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations 
Union of Councils for Soviet Jews 
Union of Orthodox Jewish 

Congregations ol Amertca 
·unued Israel Appeal 

United JewtSh Appeal 
United Synagogue ol Amenca 
WIZO USA 
Women 's American ORT 
Women 's League for Conservative 

Judaism 
Women 's League tor Israel 
Workmen's Circle 
World Zionist Organizalion/ 

American 5ection 
Zionist Organization of America 
•01t1ctal Observer 



0_5/14/.91' 17: 05 

~ 

'5'212 570 0895 

TRA~SMISSION OK 

TRA\SACTION # 

CO\~ECTIO~ TEL 

CO\\ECTIO\ ID 

START TBIE 

l'SAGE TDIE 

P_\GES 

U AH C 

ACTIVITY REPORT 

5213 

12026679070 

R A C 

05 / 14 17:04 

01·34 

2 

la)OOl 



05 / 14/91 17:03 t,212 570 0895 U A H C 14)001 

ACT IVITY REPORT 

TRA:\SM I SSION OK 

TR.-\SSACTIO\ ;; 5 21 2 

CO\~ECTIO\ TEL 5177968 ~ 
C0\1'iECTIO\ ID ARZA 

SB.RT TUfE 051 14 17:02 

[SAGE Tl)IE 00 ' 58 

P.-\GES 1 . 



Mf3"1Y-14-91 

Shoehana s. Cudln 
Chairman 

Malcolm I, Hoenleln 
Executlve Dtrector 

TUE 16:39 

<.3 • 
CONFEl{ENCE .OF Pl{EsIDENTS 

OF ~0.lt/Uf BUCAN JEWISH O.ltGANIZ!\TIO~ 

May 14, 1991 

e1eass shar@ with Congregational Babbls and Synagogue Pre,fldents 

Shavuot Mobilization for the 
Israel Absorption Loan Program 

p. 02. 

During the next five years Israel will absorb more than one million 

immigranta. Their successful integration into Israeli life 

requires the development ot housing, infrastructure and jobs. To 

help finance this massive operation, Israel will ask the united 

States Congress and the Administration to "guarantae" or "co-sign" 

a five-year loan package, These guarantees will enable Israel to 

obtain favorable terms for commercial loans. The Conference of 

Presidents and its member agencies are developing strategies for a 

nationally coordinated campaign to sensitize the American Jewish 

community, the Congress and the Administration to the importance of 

the absorption loan program. 

Securing these loan guarantees will require broad Congressional 

oacking. Constituents must help educate their elected 

representatives about Israel's efforts and sacrifices to absorb one 

million immigrants during the next five years and articulate their 

support for American participation in this effort. Babbie And 

synagogue leade,rs .have A crycial role ~o play in JJlQbilizing 

milliqns Q.f synagog~e members acros3 tbt united states t2 
communicate with their congressmen APd senator§, 

During Shavuot pleas~ begin to educate and activate congregants about this crucial humanitarian 

Issue and ask them to communlcatt with members of Congress Immediately. A sample letter /1 

Included. It Is Important that we begin now to communicate support for congressional authorization 

of this absorption loan program. 

In the coming weeks you will receive additional 0ackground 

information and resource mat~rial to asaist your involvement in 

this important community mobilization etfort. Please contact 

movQment leadership or thG conference office, (212) 318-6111, for 

further information. 

I 

I 
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SAMPLE LETTER TO· MEMBERS OF CONGRESS · 

U.S. Senate 
Washingco.n, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator/Representative: 

U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Like the United States, Israel is an irnmiirant society. Today, Israel faces her largest 

immigration challenge. After a several decade campaign by C.Ongress and the Americall public, 

Soviet Jews are finally able to leave the Soviet Union after years of being unable to practice Judaism 

and having to endure government-sanctioned persecution when deslring to emigrate. Whereas 

perestroika has opened rhe doors for immigration-one million Jews are expected to immigrate to 

Israel over the next few years--fears are that the decaying economy and political infrastructure in the 

Soviet Union could result in the resurgence of violent anti-Semitism and a cut-off in emigration. 

Quickenin~ the pace of emigration is essential and depends on Israel's financial ability to 

absorb the Soviet Jews. Although the Soviet Jews are hiahly-educatedprofessionals--40% of them 

have coll~ge degrees•-they can only leave the Soviet Union with the equivalent of $100 and few 

belongings. Israel must pay the cost of bringing them tO brael, provide housing and teach them 

Hebrew. She must also address the staggering $50 billion cost of building homes, expanding the 

infrastrucrure and creating the jobs necessary to integrate them into IS'taeli society. 

Israelis and the world Jewish community will shoulder most of the responsibility for absorbfna 

the immi2rants. This year, for the first time in Israel's history. Israel's defense needs will not be 

her biggest expend.iture--absorption will. In 1991. $6 billion, or 20% of her budget, will go towards 

this. Already amongst the most--taxcd people in the world, Israelis will absorb a 5% increase ln rhe 

income tax. a raise in the tax from 16-18% on mo~1 goods and services, and a 20% taX on savings 

accounts. In addition, the American Jewish com.inunity raised $2 billion last year and agreed in April 

to "co-sign" or "guaranceeu $900 million in loans to Israel. 

Even with these efforts, Istacl will need assistance from the United States. Israel may ask the 

U.S. govemmentto "co•sign,, or II guarantee" afi ve-year loan package. Thise guarantees will enable 

Israel to go to American banks to get $10 billion in loans at low interest and extended repayment rates. 

They will receive 30 years rather than the usual seven to iepay such a loan, thus giving Israel the time 

to reap the benefits of economic expansion that these educated immigrants will help provide. Israel 1 s 

economy hi expected to grow by 9% a year through 1995. 

I urge you to support absorption guarantees for Israel when they are requested this fall. By 

supporting the guarantees you will build on the work you have already done for Soviet Jewry. These 

guarantees will ensure an expansion ofisrael's economy and infrastructure to best utilize the skills 

and talents of the Soviet immigrants. As well. you will be helping to fulfill the Zionist d:ream of a 

land where Jews can live up to their full potential without fear of persecution or prejudice. 

Sincerely, 

Your Name and Address 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Fred Cohen 
October 2, 1989 

I'm glad that we can send our full subvention of $6000. to the 
Presidents' Conference. They are in dire need of funds. Please 
get a check to them as soon as you can. 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Voshua M. Dwork 

June 13, 1984 

We received a call from Yehuda Hellman urging that at least some payment 
be made on UAHC dues to the Presidents' Conference. They are In dire 
need of funds and a payment'ls due on Yehuda's'pension. Anything we can 
send towards our subvention will be most helpful. Please do the best you 
can. Thank you. 



... 

October 26, 1'971 / 

Mr. Y huda Hellman 
8aaierence of Presidents 

of Major Amer·can Ie isb Organization• 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Mr. Hellman: 

I am glad that wer able to eend you $2, 000. 

You persist in ee • g us a 1 for a total of 
, 000. e I r call. we agreed in Geneva that 

our obliga i n fo1· th year is only $3. 000, 
hich means, of cour e, that we owe you 

o ly • 00. 

Please correct your recor s accordingly. 

Sincer ly, 

Alexan er . Schindl r 



Plaza 2-1616 

CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

515 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Cable Address: COJOGRA 

TO: UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
Rabbi Alex Schindler 

~ 

FROM: Dr. William A. Wexler, Chairman 

October 19, 1971 

This is to acknowledge with thanks receipt of your check# 5720 
dated October 14, 1971 , in the amount of $ 2,000. 

Your share · of the expenses of the Presidents Conference during the period 
Apr:il 1, 19 71, through March 31, 19 72 .............................. $ 4,000 

Amount received to date ........ ,..................... 2,000 

• ,Total amount due .. . ............ ~ ... ;· .......... $ 2,000 

. . 

'\ 

WAW:rb 
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PLENARY MEETING 

WORLD CONFERENCE OF JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

The 1969 COJO Plenary Meeting convened in the Hotel 

duRhone, Geneve, Switzerland, July 18-20, 1969. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann opened the first session and 

welcomed the delegates, noting that all the organizations 

participating in COJO were present. He noted with 

satisfaction that the Conference of Presidents of Major 

American Jewish Organizations and the American Jewish 

Committee were represented by observers. 

Dr. Goldmann then delivered his opening remarks .... 

iii 
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* * *DR. NAHUM GOLDMANN*** 

The first item on our agenda is: ISRAEL AND THE MIDDLE-EAST 
--A Discussion Of The Problems Facing Israel . 

It is necessary that Jewish groups take a hard look at 
the world situation vis-a-vis the relations of non-Jews 
towards Jews. We must be aware that as times change, 
our position in the world as Jews, also changes. The 
Germans have for many years (since World War II) leaned 
over backwards towards the Jews because of guilt feel
ings. This is certainly an unnatural relationship; it 
continues today, though Germany's desire to compensate 
is lessening and they now want to 1'normali ze" relations. 
Israel was formed under these unusual circumstances 
f o 11 ow in g th e ho 1 o c au s t ; s h e w as '' s po i 1 e d" in a c er ta in 
sense. Today many nations feel it is no longer necess
ary for Israel to receive special treatment. Recently, 
Le Monde had an article in which Israel was told to 
stop reminding the world of Auschwitz. For these reasons, 
we must reappraise our position in the world and be 
cognizant of the changes that have occurred. 

Years ago we were a minority in the forefront of the 
fight of the ' have nots" and, in general, were on the 
side of minority groups in their struggles. But this 
has changed radically. We lost a genius like Trotsky 
to this fight, and he exemplifies the many intellec
tuals who hav~ left our ranks. Today it seems we are 
interested in maintaining the status quo -- economi
cally, socially and politically. Today the Jews are a 
wealthy and politically emancipated people and many 
are even tied to reactionary anJ dictatorial regimes. 

I say this not as a criticism, but in order to elucidate 
the facts before us so that we may understand our 
altered world-wide position. We are now influential 
in many areas, and what happens in one part of the world 
may have repercussions elsewhere. The world is no 
longer isolated. These are revolutionary times for 
the majority of the people in the world. Hundreds 
of millions of people are today asking for retribution 
from the wealthy; and in this great struggle taking 
place in all parts of the world, we are on the side 
of the wealthy. 

- 1 -



The shape of our Jewish communities is changing and in 
some countries the communities are disappearing. But 
we must se~ this in its proper perspective. In Cuba, 
for example, the Jewish co~munity is disappearing be
cause of the revolutionary movement which has taken 
place there--not because of anti-Semitism. Castro is 
not an anti-Semite. But Cuba, after all, has only a 
small Jewish community. ·· This situation will yet occur 
in parts of Latin America where large and important 
Jewish communities now ~xist. And so, seen in its new 
perspective, we becom~ aware that one of the consequences 
of our siding with ihe · wealthy is that the New Left, now 
on the · rise -, has developed a new "anti-Jewishness", in 
distinct contradiction to the progressive movements 
of the past. The life · of the Jewish communities around 
the - world is boun~ up with the life of Israel. 

We here today, must sit together and discuss this 
matter, though we may not have the answers that will 
solve the problem, for the majority of Jews live in the 
Golah. The Jews in Israel have an independent, sepa
rate existen~e as Israelis that leaves them less 
vulnerable to the problems I have raised. Time does 
not stand still. Today Russia may be considered part 
of the status quo and we do n~t yet know the role China 
will PlaY, Therefore, the ; Jewish people•:s greatest need 
today is foresight and plannin~. •• We ~an~oe discuss 
the problems facihg· individual - cbmmunities without 
puttink them in their broider context, for they can no 
longer be se~n as isolated cas~s. We need statesmanship 
and solidarity among the Jewish · peopie, which- is the 
purpose of , COJO; •Here - we c~n plan together, function-
ing as · a unit where · possible. 

Part of the problem between Israel and the Golah is 
based on our lack of plannin~. It is not good enough 
for --various organiz'ations to- be contacted b-y , ·Israel and 
asked for their he·lp in a ctisis s ·ituation. The Prime 
Minister's Conference · held · in January, 1969, was an 
historic event, but foll6w-up is ' also important. , During 
1967 we fac~d a test of · s6lidarity. But then we had 
the sympathy of the world ·(except · a po·rtion of the left) 
and n ow th at th i s s i tu at ion h-a s ·ch an g e d , we w i 11 have 
to endure a much more severe test of solidarity. 

- 2 -
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Therefore, we must discuss the public relations situ-
, ation of Israel in variouspar~s of the world and 

w~at we ·cAn do about it. We must stand behind Israel 
a1s 1 on g as h e r s u r vi Va I' i S no t al: .,. o l u t e l y s e Cure , Th e 
isolation she now faces will intensify. In 1967 it was 
not necessary for us to justify our· support for Israel 
but. it is becoming more and more necessary for us to 
defend her. It is because of all that I have just said 
to you who are here as~embled around the table of COJO, 
that Israel has been placed as the first item on our 
agenda. 

************** 

Let me now introduce to you Ambassador Z. Divan of the 
Israel Foreign Office; Mr. Zvi Netzer, an advisor to 
the Israel Foreign Office;and Ambassador M. Kidron, 
Permanent Representative of Israel to the United Nations 
in Geneve, who will now greet us. Following his remarks, 
Dr. Yaacov Herzog, Director General of the Prime Minis
ter's Office, will deliver his address. 

*************** 

AMBASSADOR M. KIDRON 

On behalf of the Government of Israel, I would like to 
greet you. I see around me the distinguished leaders 
of world Jewry. 

What is COJO's role? Is it to serve as a meeting place 
alone? If a highly effective COJO had existed during 
the early l930's, perhaps the world situation would 
have turned out differently for the Jews. And so, 
aware of the need for an effective body, we wish this 
meeting well and hope your dcli~erations will bi fruit
ful .. 

************** 

DR. YAACOV HERZOG 

I would like to set up guidelines for this discussion. 
On the negative side, there is the development of Arab 
arms' strength--in light of the three stages enunciated 
by Nasser (Stage 1: initial defense; Stage 2: prepar
ation; Stage 3: offensive), who claims they are now in 
the third stage; also the fact that the Fatah has gained 
great recognition in international consciousness and 
that there has been a dangerous breakdown among intel-
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lectuals, who are conducting an amorphous s~arch which is , takini them further ~way from Isiael~ Ail told, leftists and their fellow traveiler; ~~present a . significant segment of o~position t~ Iirael in the Western World. Finally, the Nestern World in general no 16nger believes that a peac~ s~ttlement can be reached -in the near future and therefore takes for _granted that nothing more · than a slow progression towards · peace can be achieved between the Arabs and Israelis. On the positive side; w~ must re ~lize that Russia does not seem to want war in the M{ddle-East despite her rearming of Cairo and Damascus. She has, after all, given them notice of her plans to talk with the United States and other powers and has therefore moved somewhat from her previous posture of threats, explicit or implied. Finally, there is ihe begi~ning of an historical understanding between the Arabs and Israelis. . . . ~ 

The most important qtiestion which has surfaced over the past year, is whether time is working in favor or against a Middle~E~st peace. Those countries that were our friends in· 1967 (the United States·, the United Kingdom, Latin American countries, Scandinavia, etc. -- with France still in question), are still 11 with us" on the question : "no wit'l-idrawal without peace" as enunciated in the June 1967 Johnson position. But they differ from us in their interpretation of how peace is to be achieved. This raises a public relations. problem. The United States' involve~ents around the world affect their attitude in the Middle East; therefore the conflict existing between us regarding time assessment is highly relevant as it is at the root of the United States' attitude towards the Middle East today. A second public relations problem is evidenced by the . attitude of the intell~ctuals, referred to earlier, for they see Israel as a symbol of all that they are against. To them it is a country in an alien land with "Jewish money", supported by imperialism. These problems must be dealt with by Israel, as she well knows. 

A final point to ke ep in mind, concerning public relations, is that the Catholic church seems thus far to have maintained a position of positive neutrality, even in France, and has not really joined the fight to take _Jerusalem out of Israeli hands. Their entire apparatus of Catholic pub 1 i cat i ans has maintained· s i 1 ence, unlike the Pro t.es -tant church which seems to have a closer meeting of minds with the New Left and others who question the . morality of the existence of th~ State of Israef. • Thus the stlence of the Catholic church is an import~nt phenomenon arid we must watch ae~elopm~n~s i~ these areas for their public relations value cannot be over-emphasized. 
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Let us now turn to relations on the other side, between 
Cairo and _ her ally, Moscow. Nasser has managed to 
convince the Russians that his ouster would mean the 
take-over of his country by a right-wing regime while, 
ironically, he has managed to convince the United States 
of the exact opposite. No man in history has failed 
as much as Nasser and yet retained power. 

I mentioned earlier the .beginning of historical under
standing developing between the Arabs and Israelis. I 
say this because it seems that Arab leaders now speak 
of Israel as a reality. I recall Nasser's pre-1967 
remarks on his image of Israel: " ... we do not need to 
fight this little state, for the logic of time will 
vitiate the state if we consider the birth rate of the 
Arabs and the problem of public relitions towards Israel. 
In this light, how long can this artificial state main
tain itself? Therefore, we will not have to fire a 
shot because the impact of the world will press in on 
this tiny alien body." At Khartoum he said "No recog
nition, no peace, no negotiations. ' · He also has made 
clear: "If we are again defeated the world will never 
hear again of the Arab people," meaning that the Arab 
world would cease to be viewed as a major factor on the 
world scene and would no longer be among the three or 
four major civilizations of our day. When challenged 
by some of his friends to sit at a table with Israel, 
Nasser replied, "I cannot meet with them because as long 
as I do not do so, they have not won the war and are 
not part of the Mi -1 ,11: -East. Therefore, as an Arab 
patriot, I cannot sit down with them and thus recognize 
their existence in the Arab world.n 

This indeed has been the crux of the problem over the 
past two years. And yet, Nasser knows the truth: Nasser 
and Hussein have come to the historical awareness that 
Israel is a reality and that one way or another they 
have to deal with this reality which will neither evapo
rate or disappear.But in order to boost the morale of 
his people, he must continue his line and has therefore 
initiated numerous fights across the Suez. 

Even beyond the question of a growing mutual awareness, 
let us consider the question now constantly being asked: 
Where is Israel going? Classical Zionism never under
stood the problems of the Middle-East: the problem of 
introducing the Jews into the Middle-East. In 1917 the 
Jews thought that the Arabs were anxious for them to come. 
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But this is not the way it actually happened. Perhaps 
the .Jew_s ·would .not . hav.e come ·.~f .they, had. realized .th·e 
problem. Lester Pearson has . said that in the late 
194 0' s _he h·ad thought. th:e p_rob 1 ems be tween the A<rab s and 

.Jews were . only temporary and that he .would not hav~, 
suppor·t~d the estab~ishment o·f the State . of ;1sra·e·l · ·i'f 
he had. realized then that this was not : th·e c·ase. · • Even 
so, I b~lieve the Arab as ; wel.l as the Israeli .today is 
trying to understand each o·thers place · rn· history. · 
This i ·s why I be 1 i eve that toda·y many. Arab . and· Is r:ae1 i 
leaders are beginning t .o· understand, -the his·torical 
dimensions of their peoples. · 

Finally, let me ask , that -we now haye a <liscussion· .. ·on 
these. q u es ti on s . , We a r .e a 11 part of K 1 a 1 Yi s,r o e 1 .. and 
should express th~ doubts we may feel and should-speak 
frankly in private meetings (not publiclyl. 

1. 

QUESTION AND ANSWER P£RI00 

Rabbi Israel M~ .. ller: • Would you please address '· 

yourself to the pioblem ~f Israel's ~o-talled 

"intransigence" as many people feel that some 
. r 

iriitiative on Israel's part cou~d ~~ - tiken on issues 

non-vital to security. I l-iould ' also like to 

hear your views ·on the refuggee question, as it 

is a major problem we face with the Protestant church. 

ANSWER: As an ·example of what we are now trying to do 
• in the ·west Bank, our govirnment has decided 
to foster large-scale ~c6nomic irivestments for 
development there. Agree~~nt has be~n reached 
in this ~egard and factot'ies will be moving 
in. · We are ' trying ~to dejelop investments pref
erably by non-Jewish companies, though some 
investments by Jews may occur. Also, we now 
have 19,000 Arab laborers working in isra~l. 
Conierning the refugee problem, the Primi 
Ministet has · tnstructed a committee to moVe 
ahead with preparations for a pilot project so 
that Israel ;will be able to show wl~t can bi 
d6ne on behalf of· th~ refugees. 
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2. Dr. · Samson · Weiss: What can you tell us about 

the role of the Fatah? 

ANSWER: There is a growing fear in the Arab countries 

3. 

of the Fatah. Lebanon has tried to block them, 
and Hussein is how talking about taking drastic 
action against them. I think he will be able 
to survive even if he does this, but he will 
not be able to seal off the borders; The 
regular Jordanian forces have been helping 
the Fatah--though during the past few weeks 
they have been showing restraint. 

Gordon Hausmann: What is your opinion of the 

problem of the oft-cited 11 Palestinian People"? 

ANSWER: Neither Nasser, Hussein, the Syrians nor 
Shukairy have actually proclaimed a Palestinian 
People. In 1922 the concept was destroyed · 
by Churchill when Jordan was created. The 
term, Palestinian People, is essentially a 
Jewish term. People in the West Bank today generally 
do not support the Fatah. They have a fatal-
istic attitude towards the future. They do not 
want war, but wish to stand aside and wait to 
see what unfolds. The more their autonomy is 
developed by us, the greater will be their feel-
ing that they have a stake in us. So we can see 
that these people are the victims of circum-
stances. We must have harmony with them and 
I think time is working in our favor in this 
regard. 

Gerald Falk: Do you think a solution to the Viet-

nam problem might have an affect on the Middle

East settlement? 

ANSWER: It seems that the United States does not 
correlate the two issues. The fear that the 
Middle-East might become a second Vietnam is 
lessening. 

5. Dr. Simon Segal: Has any movement taken place 

regarding the points raised in the big power 

talks? 
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ANSWER: The great powers should not dictate a settle
ment in the Middle-East. They are vitiating 
the factor of time; they are developing 
illusions and blocking communication. How
ever the Rµssians now are prepared to accept 

6. 

a package settlement in the Middle East and 
this is, step forward because it means they 
can no longer say Israel . is preventing peace by 
not withdrawing. , All elements of the sec
~rity . ~ouncil resolution are interlocking. 
The Russians are not able to move ~asser from 
his , cqmmitment not to make peace, but they have 
been talking with him in this re gard. The 
Egyptians are preventing the other Arab 
countries from negottating for peace because 
it is in their interest to have additional fronts. 

Isaiah Jl.!inkoff: What do you think of Gunnar 

Jarring's role? 

ANSWER: , Gunnar Jar~ing does not move without the great 
powers. We are generally in support of the 
Jarring .Mission. 

************************* 

-DISCUSSION-

* * *RABBI HERSCHEL SCHAtTER* * * 

On January 2, 1969, a delegation of the Presidents Con
ference met with former Secretary of State Dean Rusk. 
It was a fruitful session in which we reviewed the 
positions of the Kennedy-Johnson administrations. At 
the conclusion of . our meeting, Mr. Rusk said off-the-
e u ff : "Why don ' t you p 1 ease t e 11 your I s r a e 1 i friends 
that while the United States does not expect Israel 
to become an American satellite, they must understand 
tha t the United States cannot bec.ome an Israeli satellite." 

This statement has consi.derable implications. I feel 
that we ought to allow enough time for a ~iscussion of 
the complicated problems before us, particularly from 
the point of view of public relations (the image of 
Is~ael and the image of the J ewish people) with regard 
to non-Jews. COJO can act as the instrument through 
which a consensus could be developed. 
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The Prime Minister's Conference held this past Janu
ary was vitally imp6~tant because it was a great 

. demon s t rat i o n ·o :f Jew i s h • s o 1 i d a r i t y at w h i ch t i me s p e c -
'·tfic issu~s· wiii discuss~d and public relations 

_app~oiih~s explored. But foll~w-u~· must take plice. • 
Prime Minister Eshkol made a contribution by convening 
the Conference and Dr . Herzog did a great deal in irnple
me~ting it. But within COJO we must continue so that 
we hammer out a ~ e asure of unanimity, generally miss
ing in leadership councils. 

Almost everyone is interested in su~porting Israel but 
there are Jewish leaders today--even in ·the United 
States--who seek to "save Israel from the Israelis". 
They do so with the b.est of intentions . Therefore, there 
is a need to deve·lop. an approach towards unanimity so as 
to avoid confusion a~d to prevent the spread of ideas 
that can be turn~d agafnst Israel. COJO might serve as 
the framework for in agreed approach to basic problems 
concerning Israel. There must be a greater measure of 
coordination among world Jewish leaders and we must 
devote more tim~ to this process: Israel will need 
the solidarity of world Jewry.· Yet in the past we have 
often used ,different , and conflicting avenues in our 
attempts to achieve our objectives. Thus we need im
proved public ·relations programs. The Conference of 
Presidents of Maj6r Americari Jewish Organizations is 
trying to do this now. 

***DR. JOACHIM PRINZ*** 

I am not expressing my viGws in any official capac-
ity. I am speaking for myself alone. I am not satis
fied with the address I delivered at the Prime Minister's 
Conference in January . I was i 11 at the ·time and took 
the fl~or because friends insisted I do so. Today I 
will :make my position clearer. 

What is the function of this meeting in regard to Dr. 
Herzog's analysis? It is to interpret the mood of the 
Gplah. I want to disassociate myself from what Rabbi 
Schacter said. ~cordination through Jewish organiza
tions h~s been over-emphasized and over-rated. In the 
United States only 15% of the Jewish population is 
organized in secular Jewish organizations. I believe 
the eovernment of Israel is sometimes overwhelmed by 
the patriotism of Jewish leaders, and I consider myself 
among them, but what the leaders stand for is not nec
essarily an expression of what the vast majority 0£ the 
Jews believe. Therefore, I am warning against our 
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over-rating outbursts of patriotism. I want the govern
ment and the people of Israel to accept the expression 
of American Jewish solidarity with Israel as an axiom 
of Jewish life; but for us to repeat this over and over 
again will not help. Oui solidarity consists of many 
irrational, emotional, intellectual, religious and moral 
aspects. 

I am not convinced that there will be an American Jewry 
in 50 years. But I am convinced that the dilution 
of Jewish values is so great, and the enculturation of 
our people with non-Jewish values and involvements is 
so tremendous, that I am obsessed with many fears. The 
only thing which can guarantee the creat~ve develop
ment of the Jewish people, is the State of Israel. 
Therefore a declaration of solidarity with Israel is a 
declaration for the survival of the Jewish people in 
Golah. It ~s one of the tragedies of my life that I do 
not live in Israel. But, when we make our declaration 
of solidarity with Israel, we should realize that it 
does not fully represent the mood of the Golah. When 
I speak of solidarity, I do not mean unanimity of 
opinion on all problems facing Israel. 

For this reason, I was distressed when Golda Meir 
attached me bitterly for my statements at the Prime 
Minister's Conference. Dr. Herzog asks us today to be 
frank; but it is untenable for me to be so if my frank
ness is to be rejected in the manner in which it was 
last January. The Golah must have its own convictions. 
However, I am not a believer in any organized attempt 
on the part of the Golah to become political counselors 
to the State of Israel concerning its foreign policy. 
I think -this is dangerous. Ambassador Eban spoke in 
favor of this, but I opposed him. Such conduct would 
be tragic for the Jews in the Golah and beneath the 
status of the soverignty of Israel for her to allow 
organizations to become advisors and counselors in her 
foreign policy. 

I want now .to make clear the mood of American Jewry 
towards Israel--as I see it. The United States is one 
of the sickest countries in the world, divided by alien
ation within all groups (Jewish as well as Christian), 
with doubts about its national purpose, preoccupation 
with issues that are connected neither with Israel nor 
the Jewish People, but . with the problems of life in the 
Twentieth Century in its broader context: the pre
occupation with injustice, poverty, and so forth. Many 
people do not understand that even though Israel holds 
a position of centrality among organized Jewish thought, 
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Isr~el is oniy peripheral among individual Jewish people. 
UJA substitutes for religion in their eyes. One day~ 
when Israel becomes economi~ally independent, American 
JuJaism may very well become extinct; for this financial 
assistance is to them a . form of occupational therapy. 

The average American Jew thought that Israel had Teject
ed the Four-Power talks even before they had taken place; 
and I do not understand why Israel did so with such 
vehemence and passion. Approximately 80~85% of American 
Jewry did not vote for President Nixon and he knows this. 
Secretary of State Rogers appeared irritated at the 
recent Presidents Conference meeting with him and I 
sensed his uneasiness. He asked us: "What did you want 
the United States to do? Stand back and do n9thing to 
help formulate a settlement?" I personally felt in 
an awkwar d position denouncing the Four-Power talks, 
for it enabled the United States to then ask us if we 
would have preferred them to do nothing. 

DR. HERZOG 

As far as President Nixon is concerned, I would like to 
state clearly that in the period of 1957-60, when Nixon 
was Vice President, he was friendly to Israel. Yet his 
recent assessment that an imminent danger of war--a 
"powder keg" situation-existed points out the differ
ence in our assessments. 

DR. PRINZ 

Let me make another point . Within the liberal forces 
in America, there is dissatisfaction over Israel's inter
pretation of the Fatah. Living in the shadow of Vietnam 
as we do in the United States, with so many of our 
people deeply troubled _over the war, ~e find many of 
our young people identifying the Fatah ~ith the Viet-cong, 
who they see as ~oth int~lligent and dedicat~d. So 
that, when Israel describes the Fat~h as illitetate 
hoodlums, this interpretation is not acceptable to them. 
Recently, Le Monde ~r~te an articlo on th~ Fatah, say-
ing that a majority of them .are educated. In . today's 
world, with approximately 30,000 _Je~ish professors at 
universities, the Jewish community is thinking things 
through for itself. When we speak of public ielations, 
we are referring to the establishment of an image repre
senting the best in Israel.In this regard, I believe it 
is vitally important for a very solemn proclamation or 
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declaration to . be made by Israel stating her national 
goals, in light of her pres~nt situation. I wou~d 
like to see a moral declaration conceiving of herself 
as the guardian _of justice and peace, thus making a 
great contribution to what we here glibly refer to 
as "the image _ of Israel. n The image of Israel is the 
image of the Jew. --

***DR. S. LEVENBERG* * * 

I have but one criticism of what Dr. Prinz said. I 
found a contradiction in his remark on the one hand 
that he disagrees with Ambassador Eban's request for 
u~ to offe~ advise on· policy affairs, and, on the 
other hand, he also criticizes Israel when she demands 
solidarity. I found this unclear. But, what was 
quite clear, was his description of the mood of 
American Jewry. · 

Whenever a government is unsatisfied with Israel 
there _is an uneasiness among Jews and in the United 

••• St a·t es there is a pub 1 i c re 1 at ions prob 1 em . But gene r -
aJly speaki~g. two years after the Six-Day War, I find 
it quite clear that: I-Israel's po~ition among the 
Jews of the -~Orld has been maintained; 2-Jews do not 
say that Iirael should just withdraw; 3-The question 
of Jewish solidarity among American Jews, I feel is 
not necessarily comparable with that of British Jews; 
their situations are different. On behalf of my 
colleagues in England, let me state that they have 
generalJy stood ;6lidly behind Israel and given her 
their support. R~cently, when Golda Heir came to 
England, she said, "We are partners in stubborness." 
I do believe it is right for Israel to act as she does. 
Many people ask, "What will be the outcome of· all this?" 
but I disagiee ~ith the validity of· such i question, 
beca_use there is no ·such thing as "an end." The 
world doesn't function in this manner. The "end" is 
nowhere. One make~ progress here and there and that 
is all. - ·-; 

I do deprecate sta'.te'me.nts by responsible Israeli 
leaders, however, that say the Sovitt Union will not 
intervene. I beliive we should all read carefully 
the Gromyko Statement . presented at the Supreme Soviet. 
The mentality of showing their strength was exempli
fied in c·zechoslovakia. 1· suggest we all read · the 
statements periodically coming out of Russia. The 
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relationship between Russia and the UAR is continually 
being str€.:ngthened. We really ought to take more 
seriously what they ·write and say in regard to Israel. 

There are 36% Arabs in the over-all territory con
trolled by Israel and soon there will be at least 40%. 
If there is no settlement, then the Arabs can con
ceivably say that with a 40% Arab population, a defacto 
bi-national state exists and will therefore demand a 
full voice in the government. 

Arab propaganda has never been so well organized as it 
is today -- which -brings us to the problem of public 
relations. Beirut "research centers" are flooding the 
world with material. They have a great deal of money. 
We have to discuss the problem of the four-power 
talks, the question of the so-called "Palestinians" 
and so forth. What shall we do about these questions? 
The Arabs deal with them and yet we do not formulate 
answers. They are ·surely leading in . this public 
relations campaign. 

Therefore , let me make a suggestion: The best Jewish 
forces available should be mobilized in the sphere 
of mass med ia communications, to convene a confer-
ence of whatever size .necessary, making use of the 
best "br:iins" to ·discuss th e manner in which our views 
should be presented. Country-wide and regional 
conferences s hould be called on these ~atters. Our 
people arc challenging us to allow them to be involved 
in these issues and we must do something about this. 

***MR. LOUIS A. PINCUS*** 

I want to address myself to Dr. Prinz's remarks. The 
problem he raised has for mon t hs also been bothering 
me . When this discussion moves into a higher plane of 
morality and when intellectuals ask, " What right has 
Israel to be there?", then we must look to Classical 
Zionism for our answer. I do not know whether a declar
ation of moral intent should actually be made. But I 
want to tell Or. Prinz that it is important that Jewish 
consciousness accept the Jewish State fully. In this 
regard, I am more concerned with the Jews than non-Jews. 
We will be unable even to hold thos~ Jews now with us 
if we do not turn to a posture of Classical Zionism. 
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We cannot hold them merely by showing how decently we 
are actirig towards the Arabs in ·the occupied areas. 

I believe Dr. Herzog was mistaken wnen he said that at 
the beginning we did not understand fully the Arab 
problem. I believe we did in fact understand it, 
but were not allowed to solve it. We have never been 
permitted to get to the root cause of the problem, and 
to the extent that we have been able to do so, we have 
tackled the problem. We have a case unparalleled in 
th~ treatment of minorities. Just consider how we treat
ed those Arabs who stayed behind during the first Arab
Israeli ·war. In 1917 there were many things we did 
not realize. The Zionists then -thought that Jews 
from all over the world would just get up and ~ome to 
Israel. Did they? 

I am worried lest Jewish strength erode. Regarding the 
question ' ;How long?" I must say, as an Israeli, that as 
far as one can see considering the world situation as 
it is today vis-a-vis Russia, China and the United 
States, there is· no "end" in sight in the immediate 
future. Some problems depend on the change in 
historical circumstances in order to help bring about 
their solution. In this situation, -- as it has 

'developed since the Six-Day War -- Israel must "take 
it on the chin" for a very long time. • This requires 
a different kind of Jewish solidarity. 

As far as the United States is concerned, I don't 
think President Nixon will substantially change the 
American stand on Israel. I believe he is concerned 
about the internal front and does not want to lose 
Jewish support in the United States. Therefore, we must 
find a way to reach those Jews who today criticize 
Israel's "intransigence". We must find a way to reach 
them so that no Jews allow themselves to be used as a 
wedge by th~ forces opposed . to Israel. 

I do believe that there must be a free exchange 
between Israel and the Golah. But, in the present crisis, 
there are limitations on the nature and form it can 
take. Of all the things Israel expects from the Jews 
during this crisis period, it is that Jewish leader-
ship make certain that they themselves understand the 
situation, express their opinions among themselves, 
make a decision and then all should support it. That 
is the meaning of Jewish solidarity today. 
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DR. SI MON SEGAL 

For how long shall we expect this crisis period to con
tinue? 

L. PINCUS 

The crisis period will last for as long as it lasts. The 
point to be made here is that Israel expects from the Jews 
in the Diaspora the same support she expects in Israel. 
Today, in the world of mass media, there are about 14 
Arab states that spend money on public relations against 
Israel. Israel does not have the money to do the same 
job and even if she did, she still has only one embassy 
in a given country, and only one channel through which 
to work. I don't agree with Joachim's (Pr~nz) pessimism 
of American Jewry. I believe there is much potential 
support there which we have not as yet been able to harness. 

In the days to come, those individuals involved in Jewish 
life, should get together country-by-country and make this 
problem their business so that they can stem this anti
Jewish, anti-Israel campaign which challenges the Jewish 
people and their right to support a Jewish state. 

DR. GOLDMAN N 

I thank you all for a fruitful discussion. Let me now 
announce the names of those appointed to the Resolutions 
Committee and ask them to begin their deliberations immed
iately. 

Dr. Perlzweig, Chairman 
Phil Baum 
H. Edelsberg 
S. Levenberg 

The meeting adjourned, to re-convene at 3 ; 00 p.m. 

------------------------------
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FRIDAY AFTER~DON S-ESS·ION. 

The meeting was called to order ··at 3 ': '.o·o p.m. 

* * *SIR BARNETT JANNER~** 

I t h a? b .e en s u g g e s ~ e d h-e re •• , th ~ t ' .. ,~ ~ . i.' n th e . D i as po r a 
should _be il16w~d to express opinio~s that criticize 
or differ from those of Is~ael . . 1 · believe this is 
correct -- but only internaJly ~- ~b~cause we can-
not presume to know enough fa~ts ' ~i.th which to justly 
and public!~ criticize the Government of Israel; they 
possess mo_re · ·fac-ts tha11·. we. do:. • 

There is now 'a ·wonderful opportunity av.-ailable to our 
youth i .n the Dia•spora and · I wish they un'derstood it; 
they can go out ·-- as we did30 years ago -- and try 
to reach otheri, for Arab propaganda is reaching out 
and attracting the attention of many people. In Eng
land for example, . there never were pro-Arabs in the 
House, but there now are. There is ' als~ an enormous 
Arab ca~paign underway, receiving advise from a large 
public relations firm. Advertisements are being issued, 
falsely listing as subscribers to their pro-Arab maga
zine, famous individuals who have not given consent 
for th~ use of their names. Ne must compete with 
these efforts. We should not allow ourselves to be 
divided and must fight attemp~ being made to dis
tinguish between Zionists and non-Zionists. This is 
the very tactic the Arabs would like to see perfected. 

We in England, try to keep up-to-date on articles pub
lished concerning Zionism, Judaism and related sub
jects, so that -- if necessary -- we may answer them 
immediately. In the Board of Deputies of British Jews, 
they do things differently. TheTe the Committees do 
the work -- not the Pre~ident. 

Dr. Levenberg is accepted by the British authorities 
as representing the Board of Qe.puties of British Jews 
and is known to be connected with t~e Zionist movement . 

Contrary to what has been sai4 about the situation in 
the United States, I believe th ~t in Britain, the 
11 man on the street" is with us. When Golda Meir was 
there recently, she made a great impjes~idn on the 
p e op 1 e . Sh e was fa v o r ab 1 y and s ym'p at he t i c a 11 Y· re c e iv e d . 
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I believe we have a jus~ cause; howe~er, the trtith does 

not go as far as a carefully conceived lie and we must 

therefore organize so that our true and just cause will 

become more widely knowfr and understood. 

* * *R~~Bi : JAY KAUFMAN*** 

During the Prime ~inister's Conference many ·of us 

learned ~he dangei of speaking with candor, as Dr. 

Herzog now urges. One is taking a ch an c.e· when he 

does this, for Dr. Herzog ~aid after the January 

• • sessions in Jerusalem ·that Istael is under a nseige 

men ta 1 i ty" and we in· th 'e Diaspora must- :at times "turn 

the other cheek". Perhsps COJO is the proper f"Orum 

for such give-and-take discussions. Yet, if we can-

not have a true dialogue in which we express our 

divergent views, then iet us agree not to exchange 
11 Can d i d II Vi e w s at a 1 1 ' • f O r w h en m a-n y 'O f us h a Ve 

spoke~ our minds in the past we have often been 

interrupted and booed.· Let us not be h-ypocritical. 

I agree with Mr. Pfrtcus's reference to Dr. Prinz's 

remark s as O a cry ·w i thou t w o rd s n - - on e th at 

transcends words. There are many differences in 

approach. 
J ••' 

The c~ntr~lity of Isra~l to Jewish life is now : 

accepted by thos~ withiri Israel; but Israel is not 

·· central 'in the day-to-day lives of American Jews. 

It is the defense of Israel that is at the center of 

their work. · Israelis refuse to believe this, but 

it is true. 

On the is~~e 6f public r~lations, let me mention 

what I believe is ~ ·great mistake being made by most 

people working in the field. Often an Israeli 

spok~sman or newpaper emphasizes military successes, 

glorifying the military, and thus causing an adverse 

reaction among those in the Diaspora. Recently, in 

a TV broadcast in which David Frost interviewed 

Moshe Daya·n, the latteT said that wa:r is "a" most 

exci t'l.ng experience'" ; I do not kfiow if this remark 

is being quoted in its proper context, but I cite it 

in order to emp~asize that ~u6h stat~ments will 

invariably be misinterpreted by some and used 

against us~ Another example, which I quote from 

memory, i? ~i: statement by Dayan: "If I we-re an 

Arab I would feel the same as they do." ·I. writhe to 

hear this. (Expressions of disagreement by some 

delegates were heard.) 
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There ought to be a different enphasis mentioning 
the face 0£ Israel as it r~ally is in other areas. 
So much is happening in Israel which the world 
hungers to know -- especially in this period of 
revolt against the establishment. We in the Galut, 
with our Galut mentalities are m6re self-conscious 
of life among the goyim -- for obvious reasons, as 
is well known. But in Israel, there is a revolt by 
their youth -- a renaissance of idealism and dedi
cation which we never hear about. And much is 
being done on the Arabs' behalf which is also not 
well publicized. For example, who is even aware 
that those most distressed by the Arabs' situation 
in occupied Jerusalem are the Efendi because they 
feel that by treating the Arabs so well, Israel is 
ruining their chances to further exploit the Arabs, 
who will now no longer accept the Efendi's low working 
conditions . 

And so, we do not need simply greater coverage by 
the mass media, but public relations which emphasize 
the heretofore unpublicized true and authentic 
aspects of Jewish life, which Israel exemplifies 
more than any other place in the world. We do not 
merely want correct responses following incidents, 
but long-range planning whch stresses the positive 
morality emanating from Israel. 

***GERALD FALK*** 

I think Australia serves as a good "sounding board" 
to measure the effectiveness of the Arab propaganda 
camp a i g n s b e i n g wa ged, s inc e Aus tr al i a , as a nation , has 
generally shown great support for Israel. On Febru-
ary 3 , 1 9 6 9 , our- Prime i-1 in is _t er stated , "A 11 part i es 
to the dispute Should sit down around the confer-
ence table face-to-face and begin . discussions aimed 
at restoring peace in the Middle-East. Any settle-
ment mus t accept ,I s r a e 1 as a so v ere i g n • nation ... ~ " 

But there has been a change in this attitude by our 
Prime Minister. ··· He has since said that there must 
be some sort of settle~ent but has not mentioned 
the need for face-to-face talks. Arab propaganda 
in Australia is s6mething new and its development 
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must be counter-ac'ted. There is now·· an Arab news-

·paper which dis_tribute·s impre·ssive and expensive 

material through _th_e mail . to interested parties, 

arousing many ~uestions that are left unanswered 

by us. We ou'ght n'ot te·fy to:o· heavily on the use 

of materials emanating from ·Israel ~s they do not 

always represent the · most eff~~tive presentation 

possible. We must ~ealize that while Israel knows 

the facts, . she does not necessarily know the most 

effectiv~ way tp pr~sent them in each cif the various 

localities. Local people in a given area know best 

how to disseminate information. 

***ISAIAH MINKOFF*** 

Our discussion this morning was divided into two 

areas: Or . . Herzog's statement and the discussion 

it aroused; and the subsequent discussion on public 

relatioris and its limitations. 

Dr. Herzog 1·s statement was based on abstractions; 

_it led to a discussion of Classical Zionism, which 

i~ turn evoked some requists fcir complete, unswerv

ing, unquestioning solidarity on our part. This 

may become a new demand on us and it raises a 

problem. Let us suppose Israel had a different 

government with which we disagreed basically. 

Would we still be asked, according to this theory 

and under these circumstances, to give unswerving, 

unquestioning loyalty to that goyernmen~? 

I believe the American Jew today ·is ready to be of 

complete service to Israel; the real tests were 

in pre-1947, in 1957 ~nd again in 1967. Then what 

is the _ dilemma? We - iie ready and willing to support 

Israel .on every issue facing her today, yet what 

has happened? A few voices spoke up in disagreement 

with Israel's attitude on the Four-Power talks 

and look at the strong reaction! But I was sur

prised that so few spoke up! This is a free 

society. The f-;ct tha·t we · have so inany di verse 

opinions is our strength, not our weakness. Mr. 

Eban invited us to voice our criticisms last January. 

Many of us were ieluctant to do so then, as we had 

come to Israel to show solidarity. Yet his was an 

invitation to speak frankly. 

Regarding the second issue before us; let me e~p~a

s i z c. t : . <'. t pub 1 i c re 1 at i on s i s n o t omni po tent . I t 
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can serve p~licies .. We tend to view it as a tool 
for interpreting positions already. taken by Israel 
and through which we can intensify our efforts when 
faced with a particularly difficult position. Thus 
we speak of public relations as a means of helping 
Israel; we do not expect Israel to subordinate 
herself to our public relations. This meeting 

· should be· the forum for our discussion of what 
public relations really means . . If we cann~t do 
this• here, ·with all ofA~s assembled at this table, 
then where? 

Finally, let me state that those who may seek to 
divide American ·Jewry, placing a wedge between us, 
will be unable to do so. The entire Jewish com
munity today is ready to serve and they must be 
addressed in terms relevant to today. 

***RABBI ARTHUR J. LELYVELD* * * 

We have raised a question concerning the nature 
of our dialogue. I think it concerns the manner 
in which we talk to one another, rather _than the 
substance of our discussions. We ought to recog
ni2e the psychology of those in the Golah as well 
as those in Israel. Solidarity must provide the unity 
of discipline necessary in times of crisis as well 
as the understandin g among ourselves of the need 
fGr free expression of opinion and development 
of positions -- an inbred part of our Jewishness. 
We cannot ask Jews not to do this. We m~st talk to 
each other as equalsand as brothers and find 
those forums at which we can ,:let down our hair 11 

and talk thoughtfully. 

There seems to be developing at this meeting a 
sharing of opinions, and I am glad to see it. Ne 
ciust speak up whe n we feel this will . help Isra~l 
thbugh they may feel differently. 

Ours is a just · cause; w~. have th,e tru.th on our side 
and we want to present it ef~iciively to th~ world. 
In my congregation, young people come to me saying 
that we are guilty of lending ourselves to~ c~use 
that has rio j,ustice, in which other peop·le's. land 
has been expropriated. I cannot br~sh the~ side. 
I must answer them persuasively. I believe we have 
a case -- for today's intransigence is caused by the 
other side. 
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We must express the real anguish- that . ~~e ~olah feels. 
We must learn once again to ta-lk intijilately, _speak-
ing with utmost frankne~s on the issue~-~ hammer-
ing out our views and ·presenting . them -_in .. a united 
voice throtigh proper public relations channel&. 

* * *EUGENE WEILL* * * 

The majority of Jews in France receive information 
about Isr~el through the general _ press -- not 
the Jewish press, and in this respect Israel's 
public r~lations in · France is on a low level~ •· 
There should be one central address thrqugh -
which information is disseminated to us, thus 
enabling us to communicate it to the press. On 
the whole, I think we are reaching , public opinion 
which is generally pro-Israel; even much of the 
New Left still supports Israel. Therefore, if 
we could have the right information available 
to us at the right iim~ {~ would be very helpful. 

It was previoQsly stated here that time is -on 
Israei 1 s side. I do not beli~ve. we ~an build a 

.country o~ this premise, for }f such a great 
.m.is _take -was _mad·e by Classical Zionists in 
evaluating th~ Arab question, then how . can we be 
s·ure _the · pr.es~n-t evaluation is , co.rrect? The 
·r ·eact'i.on of the . Golah to Israeli acts differs 
according '•io .th~ specific act. Some of us were 
disiurbed ~i Israel's vehement reaction to the 
Four-Power talks -- and her expectance that we 
would r~act sim~larly. 

When de~~~t: ip~~lligent Amer{cans are at times 
dissatisfied with Israel's acts ·, or. explanations, 
though the people may not be right, Israel 
should nevertheless examine the . reasons behind 

• their cri 'ti'cism. They are often. legitimate. 
We ought not lump together all criticism, claim
ing it ali results from Arab propiganda. It is 
often said that when - 0 issue statements they are 
educational, but whenissued by - the other side, 
they are propaganda. 

In order to counter this "propaganda", Israel 
ought to cooperate more closely with those Jewish 

- 21 -

• 



.. 

organizations with public relations departments 
having expertisa: in the field. If relied on 
judiciously, Israel could increase ten-fold her 
effectiveness in this area. ·· In ' th-e United 
States we expect to have in the near future 
better cooperation and ~oordiriation among the 
organizations themselv~s~ • 

***FRED WORMS* .** 

Many positive aspects of the Arab/Jewish rel~tion
~hip, evident in Israel, ou ght to be brought to 
the attention of the many people anxious to know 
of them. Aside from this iriformation gap , there 
is al~o ~ generation gap. Mr. Pincus has said 
that he envisages a long period of stale-mate 
before us -- perhaps decades. • When COJO convenes 
in ten or twenty years will there be continuity 
with the next generation? How many of us here 
are under SJ years of age? 

Rabbi Lelyveld has raised important questions. 
Our youth in America, Britain, Israel -- must be 
brought to gether. We need an atmosphere of great-
er receptivity towards the youth. . 
Some of our children now go to Israel, seeing it 
first hand; this numbe* must b~ inireased. We 
certainly ought to allocate time at a conference 
such as this for a discussiort of our youth. Why 
isn't this a subject on our agenda? 

DR. YAA~OV HERZOG 

Dr. Segal, it is . my opinion that ti me has thus 
;far worked in our favor. • 

We have discussed he-re the question: "Ho w wil 1 
th i s a 11 e n d? 1

' Th e u n e as in e s s we f e e 1 ,. aft er 
twenty years of statehood, ·con·cerns our sovereignty. 
We had previously thouiht Israel's sovereignty 
was accepted by the world and now basic challenges 
are bein g made to the whole concept of Zionism . 

It is my impression that we did not properly grasp 
the Arab question in the early days of the move
ment ; Classical Zionism did not adequately educate 
the Jewish people to an un derstanding of this problem. 
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The question is: How do we explain to the world 
the historical roots of our .r~lationship with Israel? 

. ~ • ;, ;"t .'. :. - " : .. 

The beginning of an rinderstanding bi the Arabs 
of the reality 6£ the situation see~s n~w to be 
developing. But across the world -- among the New 
Left, which includes many Jewish students .-- we 
are b e i n g ch a 11 en g e d'. • We mus t 'fa c e up to· th i s 
challenge. I was recenily told by~ Frenchman 
that he finds Classical Zionism to be in contra
diction to the modern world of the 20th Century, 
which he feels is represented by the following 
individuals: 

1) ·Cardinal of Paris - Catholic 
2) Mauriac - Liberal 
3) DeGaulle Historical 
4) Malraux - Cultural 
5) Sartre/Camtis - Exist~ntialist 

These individuals· al 1 agree ' on · tM~ mor'ali ty and 
basic right of the Jews to be in the la~d of Israel, 
but they are all deeply troubled by th~ Aiab·· 
problem. They agree that the Jewish people are in 
a unique situa.tion and have a link wi·:th Israel 
ijeyond time ind conventional rnoralitf. In fact, 
if they did no~ see Isr~el as ~n{que they w~uld 
surely oppose the Jews and side with the Ar~bs. 

Our t i"agedy with ' today 1·s you th 'is that ·we· have not 
been able to reach them c~ncerning ~he ·uniqueness 
of the Jewish people ·and the fact tha't contemporary 
Jewish history is the culminition of a 4006 year 
revolt against accepted notions. 

There are two points "re : ought to seriously consider: 

1) The challenge to Israel ·and the nature 
of our respons& in terms of public relations. 

2) The need for total - solidariiy on essential 
points and the question of how we · shall 
·attain it and how · we can implement it. 

These are· the· ~wo central points before us. I know 
that the Prime Minister has definite views about 
them. Perhaps a group of leaders can meet in 
Jerusalem again for basic discussion~ s6 that we 
may reach some conclusions and draw up a program 
of action on these essential points. · 

1''.,e meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m. and delegates 
were asked to return the following day at 4:00 pm 
for an Oneg Shabbat. 
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ONEG SHABBAT 

Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld presided at the O~eg Shabbat., 
which . began at 4:00 p.m. His opening address, as sub
iiti~~ io us by him, was on the subject of 

The _SOth Anniv~rsary of the Committee of Jewi~h Delegations 
· (the s~rug~le . for Jewish rights commencing at Ve~s~illes) 

* * *RABBI ARTHUR J. LELfVELD~ * * 

The Committee of Jewi~h Del~gations whose m~~6randum of 
prop o s a 1 s t o the Pe a c e Con f e re n c e in P a r i s ·w a s s u b mi t t e d 
in May of 1919--just tw6 '. months more thari fifty years 
ago--was an unprecedented demonstration of international 
Jewish unity. The ideological range of · its represen~ation 
we, n t from Z t o A : from th e Z i ·o n i s t O r ga n j. z at i on t o t. he 
American Jewish Committee. Spearheaded by · the American 

. _J _e_\.., ~ sh . Cong res s , which was the ·n .on 1 y one - ye a r o 1 d , i t 
ip~luded the Canadian Jewish Congr~ss, the Constituent 
A~sem~ly of Palestinian Jewry, B'nai B'rith, oiganized 
Italian Jewry and the several national councils of 
Eastern European Jewry . Its presidents were Louis 
Marshall, Leon Reich, Israel Rcisoff, -. Nahum Sokolow and 
Menahem Ussishkin. What this distinguished and repre
sentative body, including the Je~s of the Yishuv, was 
able to unite on was not the question of Jewish s~ate
hood, but something in itse_lf equally as revolutidnarf 
and certainly worthy of commemoration: the espo~s~l of 
so-called minority ri ghts, the defense of the individual 
and corporate freedom of Jews and of . all other minority 
peoples and nationalities. The Committee itself ·' de,fined 
a three-fold objective, as follows: 

"To secure to the people of the newly created or 
enlar ged States of Europe , with adequati consti
tutiona,l guarantees and_ the sanction to ·be 
afforded by the League of Nations., the following 
rights: 

1) their civil, religious and political 
liberty as individuals; 

2) their right of organization and develop
ment as national minorities; and 

3) the attainment of equality of status 
for individuals and for national 
minorities. '' 

The achievement of unity on these points was ·; the more 
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remarkable in the light of the controversy that ,· had been 
raging in the Jewish world. There were Zionists who 
fervently believed and passionately .argued that the battle 
for minority rights would hinder and .delay the establish
ment of a Jewish State and the ingathering of the ' exiles; 
there were Diaspora Nationalists who held the idea of 

· statehopd in Palestirte or · elsewher~ to be a will o'the 
wisp, who with Simon ~µbnov predicted that this YillQsion
ary" goal would produce despair greater than that occasioned 
by the failure of assimilation; and there were those who 
held the Jews to be a sect, a religious group alone, whose 
most secure destiny was to be patriotic nationals of the 
countries in which they resided. 

History has rendered its judgments. We are able to view 
this controversy from the perspective of those who wit
nessed both the unutterable horror of the nadir of Jewish 
suffering in the death of the iix-million and the glorious 
fulfilment of our ~illenial dream in the establishment · of 
the · Jewish State. That cause--the struggle for Statehood 
--had been effectively served at Versailles less than · a year 
earlier by an equally distinguished though · ideologically 
far more homogeneous delegation, which included Chaim • 
Weizmarin,· Louis Brandeis, Stephen Wise as well as Judge 
Mack, ·Louis Marshall and Colonel .Harry Cutler who were part 
of the later Committee of Delegations. Sdmeday a full 
study must be made of Louis •Marshall's role as representative 
of -th~ inner tensions ·of Jewish organization; Denounced 
as a Hof~Jude, a so-ialled non~Zionist, his staunch Jewish 
loyalties could be d~pended · upon to override th~ seething 
ambivalerices of his own constituenciy--ambivalences that 
were not purged until the anti-Zionists withdrew into the 
mislabeled Council for Judaism a · tjuarter~century later. 

At Paris in 1919, other winds were blowing. The euphoria 
of victdry · was linked 'with a me~sianic zeal for the rights 
of man and for a remaking of tlle world so that it would be 
"safe for democracy." This zeal for the rights of oppressed 
peoples and df small nations was most ardently and also 
most naively expressed by the representatives of the 
United States. The country which had played so large a 
part in the military victory, now under the leadership of 
Woodrow Wilson, claimed the right of its self-assumed 
selflessness to speak for its self-proclaimed democratic 
ideals. Nevertheles·s, ·the effort to include in the 
Covenent of the League of Nations itself)- ~rovisions 
for the protection of national, religious and racial 
minorities failed, largely beasuse of the Commonwealth 
interests of Great Britain and because Wilson wanted 
to avoid "embarrassments" and sought, · as he said, 
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'' to · quiet discussion that raises prejudices. :· 

-~his was the background that made · it necessary to in
corporate such protections ·1nto the peace treaties 
themselves and therefore brought the Comrni~tee of Jewish 
D~legations into being. · The time was ripe for the 
effort, for · the victor. nations-. were dedicated to . 
national e,ancipation - as · it . ha~ been envisioned . in the 
19th Century by Maz.zini ,- who. sought "to remake the map 
of Europe and : to rearrange the ' peoples in. ac~ordance 
with the special · mission assigned : t~ eacb of . them by 
geographical, ethnical and historical con-di tions. 11 

While no one then could have predicted the unimaginable 
depths into which Jewish destiny was to be thrust, no 
knowing and self-affirming Jew · in 1919 could have rested 
~asily in the ·situation in which his . peopl~ found itself. 
The n~volution in Russ .ia while it promised the, J.ews 
human · rights seem-ed even then to. be asking fo.r -the 
surrender of Je~ishness in return. In most o( Eastern 
Europe, anti-Semi·fisrn was: a malign reality· . . Fresh 
pogroms had broken out in Polind. The memoran4um it
self pointed out that Roumania had never fulfilled its 
obligations un der the forty-·yea:r .-old Treaty of Berlin 
and that the Jews of Roumania we're still .denied .-citizen
ship tights -- of her quarter-of-a-million Jews less 
than a thousand ·- had been °natural,ized 11 and those. only 
by special legislative acts. 

The one po~itive sign of ,·hope on ·the international 
scene, was that which flowed from the Balfour Q~clar
ation, then only a year and a half .old, and the promise 

'of its incorporation in even stronger form - in the new 
·structure. At that moment, however, it did not , seem to 
men of practical judg~ent that this hope afforded any 
immediate answer to the existing needs and just demands 
of 9,000,000 Jews. - Those demands as phrased by Dubnov, 
were unimpeachable: 11 

••• as inhabi.tants -, of Europe since 
ancient times, (the Jews) demand eqaal political and 
civic rights; as members of a historic nationality united 
by a common culture, they demand as much autonomy as is 
appropriate for any nationality that striv?s to , develop 
freely. " 

This particularly was, for Dubnov, to be used in the 
service of a universal ideal. Like all nationalisms of 
the ~poch, Jewish nationalism whether of the Zionist or 
Diaspora variety was invested with a sense of mission. 
The redeemed people would serve the cause of liberty 
for all men. This became the nub of the dialectical 
problem that plagued the Committee in 1919 and continues 
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to plague us today~-the problem of .harmonizing national 
emanci~ation and .the national freedom it implies, with 
the dream of world order, justice and peace. Let me 
be clear: this is not scilely a Jewish problem. It is 
the problem of mankind. It was madi ; explicit during 
the debate on the Covenant by Premier ·orl~ndo of Italy. 
He said: 

. I ) • 

"We started with twq absolute ·principles ... the prin
ciple of the :sovereignty . qf , state which is supreme 
... and ... the necessity of imposing from above a re
straint on the conduct of states ... in order that 
their liberty should not . include the liberty to do 
evil." (My emphas:i,s). 

It was _a noble goal and a noble effort: For having 
written its basic presuppositions in grea~et or lesser 
degree into the Versailles treaties, the Committee of 
19~9, has earned an honoured place in _the history of our 
people and of our time. The failure of the Versailles 
system was, however, written into the .re~lities of the era. 
It was hastened, to be sur~& by th~ di~gracef~l failure of 
the United States to support its idealistic war-time presi
dent. With the refusal of the United States Senate to 
ratify the Versailles Treaty and the repudiation of the 
League of Nations in the presidential election of 1920, the 
most important foundation stone was pried loose from the 
structure and Europe was left to sink into the anarchy that 
would condemn the world to an even more demonic struggle 
only twenty years later. Orlando's dream of "self-con
straint" controlled by the public opinion of the world was 
whistling in the dark. 

' Thus, . too, the minority rights guaranteed to the Jews were 
a dead end. • In Poland, they ended in the pogroms of 1925. 
And with the mass of the Jews from the Pale of Settlement 
now under the hegemony of the Soviet Union, we were to wit
ness the . complete destruction of their cultural, national 
and religious rights~ • The poignancy of the c~se of Boris 
Kochubiyevsky provides a dramatic epitaph for minority 
rights under unabated natiohal sove~eignty where the liberty 
to do evil still prevails. For Kochubiyevsky, in what must 
be characterized as supreme heroism, dared to assert his 
Jewishness and to demand the right to emigrate to Israel. 
His letter to Brezhnev states his "crime": 

"I want my children to study in a school in the 
Hebrew language. I want to read Jewish papers. 
I want to go ·t~ .a Jewish theatre." 

. ' 

For this demand, Boris Kochubiyevsky has been sentenced 
to three years in prison. 
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One part of the lesson seems clear to me. There will 
be no protection for Je~s or for any other minority: 
blacks, or the toiling masses or Mosl~ms in Yugo-
slavia or Jews in Iraq, until there is a world organ
ization on world government with sufficient power to 
deny to its constituent states the right to do evil. 

Another part of the lesson flows from the fact that 
there exists for the Kochubiyevsky's of the world a 
possibility that did not exist in 1919: A Jewish State 
stands ready to receive them -- and, indeed, ready to 
negotiate for their release. 

This makes our task somewhat easier today. We are not 
faced with an impasse in every direction . But the 
existence of the State does not mean that we can dispense 
with Diaspora organization. T~e interactions between 
a strong, organized Diaspora is necessary to the security 
of both. The State has the advantage of official entree 
to the channels of diplomacy and of international dis
course. The Jews of the Diaspora, to the extent that 
tl1eir governments are responsive to the will of its 
citizens, have influence upon the nations of the world. 
The State promises the possibi]ity of official inter
vention on behalf of Jews who are the victims of authori
tarian governments. The Diaspora is the source of contin
uing necessary support -- political as well as financial -
to the State. Diaspora organization -- such as that which 
brings us together here today to commemorate the beginnings 
of fifty years ago -- combines the potential influence 
of the Jews of the democracies with the voices and the 
needs of all other Jews the world over, to provide a plat
form from which they may be enuniciated to all men. 

This presupposes that there will be those who will listen 
and be capable of response, that some form of meaning-
ful world government committed to the rights of men will 
emerge. Without that basic development, God help not only 
all of us but all of ma~kind. 

neanwhile, in our position of greater advantage as Jews 
and greater peril as human beings, it remains for us to 
unite as did our predecessors in 1919 on two insistent 
affirmations: 

of the right of groups and nations to exist in 
freedom so that they may develop each in accord 
with its own particular national genius; 
and of the right of individuals to live in freedom, 
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that every man may be master of his own 
spirit, at libe~ty to make the choices 
to which his own soul invites him. 

Our task is to clai~ these rights, corporat~ and personal 
for ourselves as Jews and to ·s~ek to write them into the 
basic world structure on behalf of all the children of men. 

Dr. S. Levenberg and Dr. Nahum Goldmann · also spoke at 
this session, but in view of the Shabbat, no minutes 
we re t a k e n . U po n re c e i pt o f th e t e x t o f th e i r a d.d r e s s e s , 
we will distribute them t~ you under s~parate cover. 
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SATURDAY NITE SESSION 

The session was called to order at 9:25 p.m. by Mr. Louis 
Pin cu s , w h o . then in t r o du c 'e d Dr . I s r a e 1 Go 1 d s t e in , as k in g 
him to addrSss the delegates on the subject of the Falashas. His submitted text follows: 

* * *DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN*** 
'·This is not the first time that the subject of the Falashas 
is on the agenda of COJO. Sometime ago, I was privileged 
to hear the address of Professor Bentwich b~fore this 
body on this subject. Professor Bentwich heads a Commit
tee in London, and has for many years given time, thought 
and effort to this subject, including several visits to 
Ethiopia and one or two i~terviews with the Emperor on the 
subject of the Falashas. I listen(d to his report with 
a special dimension of interest, owing to the fact that 
forty years ago I had been enlisted by the late Professor 
Faitlovitch, who was dedicated to the Falashas since the 
time that he had been the pupil of Professor J. Halevy, 
who had ·•discovered" them, and I became the first Chair
man of the American pro-Falasha Committee. 

At that time our project was to raise the funds for a 
school building on a plot donated by the Emperor Haile 
Selassia, who had shortly before this ascended the 
throne and assumed the title of r• Lion of Judah". In 
this school building a number of promising Falasha boys 
were trained. The principal of the school was Professor 
Tamrat Emanuel, one of the distinguished disciples 
whom Professor Faitlovitch had reared. !-le later held an 
important post in the-Government Education Department. 
Professor Faitlovitch had two other distinguished pupils. 
One was Tedasseh Yaakov, who is now a minister in the 
Government, and the other was '. lr. Yonah Boga la, who is 
the present leader of the Falasha group and their contact 
with the outside Jewish world. 

The interest of American Jewry in the Falasha Jews has 
been meager and sporadic across the years. Since the death 
of Professor Faitlovitch in 1954, it has almost waned"en
tirely. 

In the last two or three years, however, there has been a 
sporadic revival of interest, owing partly to the interest 
shown by American Jewish tourists who have visited 
Ethiopia, and by a small local committee. 
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Several months ago, my wife and I fulfilled a long held 
desire to visit the Falashas, and we came there in time 
for Passover. During our visit I also ha<l occasion to 
have an audience with the Emperor, a longer conversa
tion with the Governor of Goodar, th0 province of 
Ethiopia where most of the Falashas live, a lengthy con
versation with Mr. Tedasseh Yaakov, and a thorough 
discussion with the Israel Ambas;ador and the members of 
his staff. • 

What are the number of the Falashas now in Ethiopia? 

When the late Professor Faitlovitch enli~ted my interest 
fifty yeari ago, he estimated that ~umber to be between 
50,000 and 70,000. Today they are about 25,000. Their 
numbers have declined owing chiefly to the extensive 
Christian missionary activity and partly because some of 
them have moved to the cities, or have joined the army and 
have become assimilated. This decline is an indictment 
of the neglect on the part of the Jewish people. It is 
my hope that help e~tended by Jewish _bodies may succeed 
in stemming this trend. 

In appearance the Falashas resemble all the Ethiopians, 
black in color, with finely chiselled features, topped 
by grizzly black hair . . You know, of course, the general 
Ethiopian tradition that they are descended from King 
Solomon and the Queen of Sheba . . Hence the title "Lion 
of Judah'', which was assumed by the Emperor Haile Selassie, 
and the Megen David symbql which one sees, some~imes to
gether with the cross, in various public ,places. 

The word "Falashas" has been interpreted . to mean "stranger" 
or " invader 11

, and there is a feeling among the Falashas 
and their Ethiopian neighbors, that they belong to a 
different lineage. Their origin is a moot question. Many 
of the Falashas themselves believe that they came to 
Ethiopia with Jeremiah from Egypt after the destruction of 
the First Temple. Some· scholars believe that they came to 
Ethiopii in the fourth century l~om Southern Arabia. Books 
on the Falashas ·have been written by Professor Leslaw 
in English, Mr. Eshkoli in Hebrew and Ptofessor Ullen-
dorff in English. Professor Ullendorff claims that there 
are tribes in Ethiopia which are more Semitic in their 
origin than the Fala~has. 

As I see it, however, the important fact is that the 
Falashas are the only group who are more consciously aware 
of their Judaic descent, but who have for many centuries 
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valiantly maintained their Judaism as they see it. 
They prefer to be known ·as ' 1 Betah Israel ;'. The Judaism 
of the Falashas is that of the Torah. The Talmud and 
Rabbinic Judaism has skipped over them. In addition 
to the books on the Torah, they also have other sacred 
books such as the Book of Enoch and the Book of the 
Jubil e e. Their sacred language is Gheez, which is the 
same as the sacred language of the Ethiopians generally. 
They have a sect of Kohanim and also an order of Nazirites, 
who serve as their teachers and religious functionaires. 
They observe the Sabbath very strictly. They observe cir
cumcision, ritual slaughtering and other Torah laws, and 
lay special emphasis on the purity of the family life. 

'.lost of the Falashas are scattered in villages in the 
Gondar region of Ethiopia. The most important village is 
Ambober. They live in primitive huts and eke out their 
livelihood from primitive agriculture supplemented by some 
cattle and sheep raising. Their clothes consist mostly 
of sacks; sandals are a luxury. They travel barefoot 
for days to get from one place to another. A few of them 
are artisans, such as blacksmiths, carpenters and potters. 

Through the years, a number of Jewish organizations have 
shown spora<lic interest in the Falashas. These include 
the Jewish Colonization Association, the Alliance Israelite 
Francaise, the Joint Distribution Committee, ORT, OSE, 
the Jewish Agency and the World Jewish Congress ·. 

In the last several years, Professor Tartakower, in 
addition to Professor Bentwich, has taken an active inter
est. Some years ago a number of Falasha youth were 
brought on Youth Aliyah to Kfar Batyah. Most of them have 
returned, a few have remained in Israel. Among those who 
returned are some who are now teaching t .. e Falasha 
children Hebrew. 

There are several schools, of which Mr. Yonah Bogala is 
the principal, and they are receiving a modest budget 
from the Jewish Agency Education Department. 

Let me say a few words about my recent Passover visit to 
the Falashas. It took us an hour-and-a-half by Landrover 
to cover the thirty kilometers from the city of Gondar to 
the Village of Ambober, as the roads are fit only for 
travel by mules. We arrived a few hours before the onset 
of Passover in time to see some of the young men coming 
from their ablutions in the river. (The Falashas 
usually establish their settlements near some body of water 
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so that they can perform their ritual ablutions). Some 
of the women were still baking their primitive Matzot 
on small outdoor ovens. We were in time to be r ;cef~ed 
by the children in the school, who greeted us with . the 
songs of Zion. Just before sunset we saw groups of _ •• 
Falashas coming from neighboring villages in order to join 
in the Passover services at the Ambober Synagogue, a 
rather substantial structure topped by a Mogen David. 

When we came into the Synagogue we were shown the Book 
of the Torah in Gheez, wrapped in a cloth, and also a 
small Scroll which had been brought by Mr. Bogala from 
Jerusalem. The men, the women and the.children were in 
separate groups in the Synagogue. The service was con
ducted by the Kohanim. It consisted of a chant in 
Gheez accompanied by the gentle beating of a drum and of 
cymbals, and a slow swaying movement of the priestly group. 

The Falashas used to have the Passover sacrifice offered, 
but the lat~ Professor Faitlovitch explained to them that 
it was no longer done among Jewish communities and they 
have discontinµed it in most of their villages. 

After an exchange of greetings betwe~n the Priests and 
the visitors, translated from Amharic, the Ethiopian 
dialect, into Hebrew, and reciprocated by Hebrew trans
lated into Amharic, all of it done through the mediation 
of Mr. Bogala, we went outside the Synagogue where another 
phase of the Passover observance was marked. There, wine 
brought from Jerusalem t~rough the Israel Embassy and 
Matzot, both those baked loGally and those brought from 
Jerusalem, were dis't;ributed. The children asJ<ed the . 
four questions in Hebrew reading them from the Haggadot, 
which had been brought from Jerusalem. The High Priest 
explained the significance of the festival. There were 
one or two songs and then the visitors left. One of the 
Priests whispered into my ear in Hebrew, "Do not forget us". 
This message, I feel compelled to convey .to Jewish groups 
everywhere. 

The problem of what to do about the Falashas is a twofold 
one. First there is the matter .of extending immediate help 
to them wherever they are. M.rs. Rut;h Dayan returned 
recently from a visit to them , and like all of us who 
visited them, come back impressed with the necessity of 
extending immediate help in the way of medical clinics, 
clothing for the children, toys for the children, etc. 
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However, the more important of the longer-range problem 
is essentially that of resettling the Falashas in an 
area where they can improve their economic and social 
status. Where they are presently located in the Gondar 
province, their status is that of . serfs, whu receive only 
one-third of what they produce. the landowners are now 
pressing them to vacate the land, claiming that they need 
it for their own expanding families. Recently, an area 
for re-settlement was proposed which would accommodate 
1,000 to 1,500 families, giving each family a plot of 
100 dunams to c~ltivate. This area is in the north
western part of Gondar. It turned out, unfortunately, 
ttat it is on the border with Sudan, and the border 
is.in dispute. During the time of my visit in Ethiopia, 
there was·, indeed, a border incident. Apparently the 
25 or 30 young FaJ.ashas who were there as a sort of van
guard were not present when the "invasion" took place, 
and, therefore, there was no loss of life, but a tractor 
was burned and a few supplies were destroyed. It is, 
therefore, dubious whether this area would be suitable. 
Negotiations are now going on for a different area, con
siderably east of the first one, and therefore, lying 
in undisputed Ethiopian territory. This area would have 
room for about 1,000 families, giving each family approx
imately 100 dunams for cultivation. It is proposed to , 
start by settling 150 families in 5 or 6 villages. A 
preliminary investigator has been sent from Israel to 
report on the agricultural quality of the land. He reports 
that the land is good, that it is located near water 
supplies, that it is possible to grow a variety of crops 
on it, especially cotton, which is an excellent export 
item, that while it is malarial it is not a very great 
problem to get rid of the malaria. This land could be 
secured on the basis of a leasehold on nominal terms. 
The Government will have to approve. The owners of the 
land, who have received it as a grant from the Government, 
cannot sell it, but can only lease it with the approval 
of the Government, and the Government's approval is 
assured. The rental payment will be nominal. The problem, 
however, would be that of securing a long-term lease. 
It is estimated that the inves.tment _, ecessary for the land 
reclam,tion program for ·the necessary equipment, housing, 
schools, clinics, etc. would require an investment of 
$1,500,000 to enable 1,000 families to settle. It is 
proposed, however, to start with the settlement of 150 
families, and it is estimat~d that this will involve a 
cost of approiimateli $200~000. If tEis program will 
materialize, then agricultural experts from Israel, will, 
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undoubtedly, be made available to help in developing it. 

The question is sometimes asked, "Nhy not bring the 
Falashas to Israel on an Aliyah program?" It is a compli
cated issue. The init~al complication is the fact 
that the Emperor of Ethiopia does not favor a large-
scale program to bring Falashas to Israel. It may, how
ever, be possible to bring in 50 to 100 families and 
settle them in agriculture in some appropriate location 
in the Galil, where the geographical conditions would 
be somewhat similar to those to which they are accustomed. 
The attitude bf the Rabbinate in Israel comes into 
question, but I believe that this difficulty is not in
superable. This program, however, lies within the scope 
of the Jewish Agency and the Government Aliyah and 
Klitah departments, to detetmi~e: 

The important solution, therefore, is that of a resettle
ment program in Ethiopia. Anything which may be done in 
this direction, would certainly help the morale of the 
Falashas, many of whom are beginning to despair. It 
will assure their Jewish future. The attitude of .the 
Governor of Gondar toward a res et t 1 emen t pro gra·m is 
favorable and cooperative. 

May I briefly refer to my conversation with the Emperor 
Haile Selassie. He favors the resettlement program. He 
believes that whatever help is extended to the Falashas 
should be extended also to their immediate neighbors, in 
order not to arouse invidious distinctions. I assured 
him that ' this is, indeed, the principle of Jewish 
philanthropy. He remarked that so far, the Jewish w6rld 
organizations have done very little for the Falashas. 
This remark is a challenge to all of us. 

There is now in Addis Ababa, a small Jewish committee, 
consisting mostly of a few Americans who are serving 
in America's Aid Program. Jewish tourists visiting 
Ethiopia usually come away with a desire to be helpful 
and sometimes they enlist sporadic help. This is a 
proplem, however, which is worthy of the coordinated 
attention of leading Jewish bodies, both for its 
immediate requirements and for its long-range program. 
Therefore, I am pleased to have the opportunity of bringing 
it to the attention of the important Jewish organizations 
represented in COJO. 

May I close with a reference to a document which was my 
privilege to come upon recently, an appeal by the Late 
Chief Rabbi of Israel, Rabbi Kook, of blessed memory, who, 
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impressed by the work -0f Professor Faitlovitch, issued 
a call to the Jewish people to extend their help. 

It was issued . Kislov 3, 5682 and reads as follows: 

"A sacred duty devolves upon us to exert all our efforts 
in order to restore the recognition of : Ju~aism, the 
sanctity of the Faith, the observance of the ·'mitzvoth" in 
their purity, ~nd the unity of our ~acred nation with 
its God, to certain portions of our people who because 
of the trials and tribulations of Galut -have been ~ar 
removed from us both in distance and in views. In 
many corners distant from the centers of Judaism, tens of 
thousands of our brothers .have remained isolated from 
Judaism for hundreds of years where their numbers have 
diminished, many have; be.come assimilated ami_dst those 
in whose midst they dwelt, and those who remain are 
exposed to assimilation and disappearance ·for the lack 
of new forces to infuse them with a stream of Jewish life. 

,;One of these remote corners is Abyssinia, far from 
the center of Jewish life, where for more than 2,000 
years, tens of thousands of Jews have lived, who 
despite the trials and tribulations they endured, have 
remained faithful to their Faith and people. But in the 
course of tim~. all ties with the large Jewish world have 
been cut off, so that their numbers are growing ever 

·smaller, conversion to Christianity endangers them, and 
even those who iemain Jews are in a deteriorated physical 
and spiritual state, ·and m~ny sections of the Torah have 
been forgotten and the crisis of physical and spiritual 
extinction threatens. 

' ·"Dr.J. Faitlbvitch has dedicated his entire life to 
the Falashas, to their physical and spiritual condition. 
With the meager means at his disposal he has succeeded 
in bringing a few young ~en of the Falashas to Eretz 
Israel and ~o Europe, to make available to them Jewish 
and general education, ·so that they may serve as teachers 
to their brother Falashas in Abyssinia. Yet all he has 
done is insignificant in comparison with what he could do 
to fulfill his treat ~ission. 

" We, therefore, urge our fellow Jews everywhere to help 
Dr. Faitlovitch to errable him to continue his sacred work. 
A sacred duty devolves upon our people to contribute 
generously toward improving the cond~ti6n of the Falashas, 
and to bring their young sons to centers of Jewish life 
in the Golah and in Eretz Israel and in general to 
improve their conditions and to educate them in Judaism, 
in the sanctity of Torah and Mitzvoth and in their ties 
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i:. 

.. 

w i th th e en t i re : J -e w i s h .. p e op 1: ~ • .. 

\' Brethren, Dr . . Fai.tlo.v~tch -irs :now .travelling to 
Europe and America to find the finances for implementing 
his program for .the benefi_t -of ,-t;he Falas.,h.:as ... we -ask you 
to receive ,him •W,ith .open arms ;and resp-o-nd .. generou.sly 

.. to• h i s a pp e a 1 . .- 1 . ; 

" B.re .thr .. en, please rescue ou_r brothers, -the Falashas, 
fl_'om extinct-ion. Please help restore to u.s these cast-
off brothers. of ours, so that a tribe of Israel may 
not disappear. _. Re-s1cue S;0,000 ,s;ou-ls of . the house of Israel 
and thus strengthen our people. . The Rock-- of Israel-
will come to Israel's: aid, and will gather our dispersed 
fro:m the four . c-orners of the earth, that they may . come 
with song _to the heights of Zion and bow before the Lord 

, •. in the ho 1 y m.o u n t a i n i n J e r us a.,l em . " 

* * *LOU;IS PINCUS* * * 

I would lik~ to refer back to· a point made ~t y~ste~day's 
session at which time the main thrQst of our debate re
la.ted ·to the questio~ . of .w:hei'h.er -we shoul.d sp~·ak frankly 
tci the Israelis though our . remarks may bi critical. I 
_misun.derstood Ra.bbi Kau·fman's ·pofnt--a..s .did. _others. As I 
now unders.tan.d it, . I believ:e ·he· was s_ayi'. rig that Israel 
should be mindful of remarks sdch as those made by Dayan 
(to which Rabbi Kaufman referred yisterday). ' r · understand 
that t;he point he. w.as mak~ng .. did no:t involve _the meaning 
of Dayari's. words, but .rather concer·ned their ·cor'i'ceivable 
interpre~ation by ·others. 

I would like t~ tell Rabbi iaufman that I have no disa
greem~nt with him .~n ihi~ and w~ sho~id have an o~-going 
dialo~ue .~etw~eri israel and . the Diasporah. Bui we cannot 
discuss this subject in an hour or ·t~o; t~is creates 
te~si~n without clarifying . the issue. We need a .ba~ic 
discussion and must give this matter as much time as • 
necessary. 

(Mr. L. D~l~in ~sked t6 be assocta;ed with the r~marks 
made by Mr. P1ncu~.) 

: i • 
--------~--

- 37 -



Mr. E. Litvinoff was then asked to give his presenta
tion on Soviet Jewry. The following is the text of 
his remarks as submitted to us by him. 

* * *E. LITVINOFF* * * 

One of the most discredited documents of recent history, it 
is .universally agreed, was the "Protocols of the Elders of 
Zion " . A book which appeared about 80 years ago. A month 
ago a leading Soviet newspaper in Bielerussia published an 
article headed 'They Want to Rule the World " . "They" are, 
of course, the Jews, or the ''Z ionist-Jews" or the 11 Interna
tional Zionist Corporation 11

, the Soviet formula that replaces 
the Tsarist Elders of Zion. Nor is this an isolated incident. 
Just one fusillade in a major, world-wide campaign. 

Not in the entire history of the Soviet Union, not even 
at the height of Stalinism , has there been such an out
spoken barrage of anti-semitism. Not since the Nazi 
period has there been such a crude, persistent and wide
spread campai gn of hatred against the Jewish people. It 
preaches that Jews are alien everywhere, that they have 
double loyalties, that they subvert everybody's interest 
for their own ends. 

This is an extroadinary--a frightening --development. And 
one must ask, has t he world re c og n ised its forbidding 
implications? Even more to the point, have we, the Jewish 
people? Is it possible that in the century of Auschwitz 
we are still slow to un derstand that t hose who engage in 
anti-semitic incit ement arc li ghting a fuse that can blow 
up the ground on which we stand? 

If this seems exag gerated to anybody please glance at the 
latest issue of 11 Jews in Ea s t e rn Europe". It gives only 
a partial idea of the h u ndre ds of articles, broadcasts, 
publications of all kin<lswh ose message is that the Jews 
comprise a sinister, po werful international conspiracy 
that represents a major threat to the peace, sec~rity and 
progress of mankind. 

How has this come about? Yes - Zionism is considered an 
old ideological opponent of Co mmunism. But originally it 
was a political dispute between two movements competing for 
influence ever the Jewish masses. In fact the Soviet 
Union and Communist id e olo gists always made a point of 
separating Zionism and the Jewish p e ople. In theory, 
this distinction still holds, but in practice. it is 
nowadays ignore d . One can trace the beginnings of this 
process to t h e Stalinist anti-Jewish terror of 1948 after the 
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establishment of Israel~ but this was subsequently dis
credited and its shamefulness acknowledged. 

The present situation developed rapidly in the past 2 
years. There was the equation with Nazis, the attacks 
on world Jewry - in Italy, ' Britain, the United States, 
France - the invention of the idea of a powerful, ramified 
international Zionism manipulating U. S. and Western im
perialism. At first this was regarded as a reaction to the 
catastrophic Arab defeat, an attempt to ,:r,rove that the 
Arabs were defeated not by Israel's 2 ·1/2 million but by a 
tremendous international consortium. It was seen as a 
political strategy designed to offset . the militarf disaster, 
a~ an expression of Soviet rage and :frustration. · 

But in October 1967 a significant development occured 
that had parallels with September, 1948. In September, 
1948, a fundamental change in Soviet policy towards the 
new State of Israel was publicly inaugurated by a bitter 
anti-Israel, anti-Zionist article in :iizvestia" signed 
by Ehrenburg. This was also the beginning of Stalin's 
ruthless ·anti-Jewish ~ampaign that raged until his death 
in 1952. • 

In October · 1967, on the same day, two key articles 
appeared in the Soviet press - one by Yuri Ivanov in 
'

1 Komsomolskaia Pravda " , the other by the notorious Kichko 
i n th e Uk r a in i an K oms om o 1 new s p a·p e r . The t e x t s w e re 
much the same. Zionism was named ·as an international 
conspiracy of the Jews and as an evil organisation bf 
financiers and rich bourgeoisie - which .posed a threat to 
the security of the socialist world snd countries 
struggling to · throw off the yoke of · colonialism. 
to quote the new Soviet doctrine, the worst enemy 
gress, at least on a par with Western imperialism 
Nazism - and often ~ore disgusting. 

It · was, 
of pro
and neo-

These two articles opened the floodgates bf filth. , What 
in effect they <lid was to legitimis~ a · new : vocabulary of 
a~ti-semitism and make it part of th~ · ideology of present
day ' Soviet communism. 

Why? There are several possibilities. Clearly, one was 
Soviet recognition that a revival of anti-semitism was 
taking place tl .Toughout the ·world and that it could be 
profitably eiploited. Anti-se~itis~ hid b6come an 
important com~onent of the New Left ~pectrum and could 
serve to harness New Left elements to Soviet purposes. 
But the appeal was not confined to these alone. Anti-
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semitism is an all-putpose in~trume~t and can be m~d~ to 
appeal to the subtle and sophisticated as well as to the 
the primitive. 

Nor did the Soviet Union fail to notice that many of the 
most articulate and militant leaders of anti-Communist 
revolutionary sects, Trotskyists, Anarchists, Maoists, etc. 
were Jews. The threat they posed to the international 
Communist movement might be reduced if they could be 
depicted as alien, Zionist agents, as Soviet propaganda 
during the May 1968 events in France depicted Dany the Red. 

More important, perhaps, was the fact that anti-semitism 
could be used against internal oppositionists and dissident 
intellectuals who have recently posed an increasingly serious 
problem to the Soviet security services, and against reform
ist and nationalistic tendencies that threatened the cohe-
sion of the Soviet bloc. • 

Jews and their intellectual associates are very prominent 
among Soviet dissenters, as they are among dissenters in 
the West. Also, it has been a paradox that Eastern European 
resentment at Soviet centralism crystallised in the form of 
widespread resentment over the extreme partisan support for 
the Arabs imposed by the Soviet_ leaders. Even those who had 
no love for Jews rejoiced at the humiliation Israel inflicted 
on the protegees of the U.S.S.R. and on the Soviet military 
equipment so expensively provided for Arab misuse. 

So the antisemitic campaign is used to discredit and per
secute the internal opposition. It was used with Soviet 
approval to crush reformist tendencies in Poland, and to 
crush Communism with a human face in Czechoslovakia. 

These are only some of the reasons the U.S.S.R. has chosen 
to exploit the explosive theme of anti-semitism. But what
ever the motives, there can be no doubt that it has today 
openly declared enmity to world Jewry. It is no long-er a 
question of our being concerned, from a position of happy 
immunity, with the welfare of our persecuted Soviet Jewish 
brothers. We, too, are the target: we, too, are under 
attack. We are reminded once again that when Jews are 
threatened anywhere, they are threatened everywhere. 

I don't ~ant to suggest that our situation is comparable to 
that of Soviet Jews. They are poor, we are rich. Their 
means of defence is severely restricted, whereas we can 
employ all the resources of democracy both on our own 
behalf and, in some ways, on theirs. But the global in
citement of anti-semitism at present carried out by the 
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Soviet Union undermines the security of every Jew. We 
_cannot ;afford to ignore, the implications. Read what the 
Soviet newspapers .write ,,about us. Examine what th'ey 
say about us in broadcasts that are beamed to Africa, the Middle East, America, every important country in EuTope. Ponder the message spelt out in KichkoLs latest book, 
even .more explicitly . in Yuri Ivanov' s ·"Beware: Zionism", 
and . in dozens o;f other hooks published in the U. s·. S-. R. and .PolJnd and circulated abroad in many languages. They 
are the crudest possible incitements to hatred. Not the products of a handful of pathegenic extremists, but 
officjal expressions of policy by one of the two ~ost 
powerful states in the world. 

If this isn't sufficient, think -of the -~rude anti-semitic sledgehammer that was used , to crush the insignificant -
• insignificant in. terms of numbers - Jewish community in 
Poland and it~s irreversible effect. Think of the 
hooligan treatment meted out t~ Kriegel by Brezhnev and other Soviet leaders when the leaders of sovereign inde
pendant .Czeches1ovakia were dragged in chains to· Moscow . 

. · Kri~gel~ as w~ _kpow, refused. to sign the so-called Moscow . agreement .. He was _nqt at the airport when the Czech 
_leaders were . about to return to Prague. Svoboda refused 
to fly. Brezhnev told. him "You'll find your little Jew 
in the -plane .~" They found Kriegel there still ii:i handcuffs. 

• Weare, of course, under no illusion that this situation 
·enjoys the support of everybody in the U.S.S.R. Insofar 
as they have been able to, many Soviet intellectuals 
have expressed qisgust over it. There are forces inside the Soviet Communist Party and in the Government who 
have their misgivings. One could even speculate about 
the attitude of Mikhail Suslov, an old Soviet reactionary and inveterate anti-semite, who is known to have counselled against the Czech invasion hecause he was- worried about 
its disasirous -effect -on the West~rn .Communist movement . 

. For the same reason, Suslov may well be unhappy about the international anti-semitic campaign while emotidnally 
approving it . . 

-But things have changed in the 13 years since 1956 when 
the prob!'em of Soviet .Jews first began to create inter
national concern. Then deStalinisation was in process. 
The power of the Soviet securi~y forces was being 
restricted. Khruschev's government was anxious to move 
~ut of the cold war and establish ·a measure of to-exist
ence with the West. Of course anti-semitism existed, but 
it was denied an:d when ·an anti-semitic book or article 
was picked up in the West, Sovi~t spokesmen were . clearly 
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·e·mbarrassed. It is, af~er -~Jl,: J\P ,_:mor'. e·. than fiv~ years 
ago that Ki chko 's •!Judai $J.ll wi tt,oµ~ . ~rn 'le 11 i$hmerit '' and 
its cartoons caused a g:r~?-t ·r ~.nte~[.ational outcry, not the 
least indignant being protests from Western Communist 
parties. But worse things th~i;i ~J}a,t ,_first Kichko publi-
cation are now commonpl~-i!,C. : .". _:. • .' , : 

•. ,, • • ' '1 •. 

Today deStalinisation ~:as been hal tecl._ a.p? ~.n , ~ome 
respects· -reversed. T·h.e U.S.S.R. and the . lJJ)it'_ed States 
have a general agr,eeme,nt to avoid a dang~·-rou.·~- head-on 
col'li1s 'ic,n, and .a .de·~;fa·cto system of co-exi.st_e'_nce is in 
operation less ~depenaent on public opinion. T~~ growing 
crisis with China, internal opposition, dissension in 
~he Soviet bloc .and the schisms of the intern~~{onal 

, . ' 
Communist movement have given more and more power to the 

, _ :. ~~tU~ity fd~ces represented by the K.G.B. and by the 
• Wtmy. 

d ' • • 1 

In fact, the K.G.B. has been steadily ~egaining influence 
sfnce 1959 at least. This growing influence was seen 
in the predominantly anti-Jewish twist given to the major 
campaign against economic corruption when the synagogues 
were represented as centres of speculation and show
trials emphasized the Jewish origin of defendants. 
With its ingrained traditional suspicion of Jews, whom 
it regarded as an alien element in Soviet society, the 
K.G.B. became more and more open in its policy of harrass
ment. It stepped up the propaganda campaign against 
Israel. It mounted a frontal atback on expressions 
of Jewi~h national feeling, and did its best to isolate 
Soviet Jews ·from - any contact· w\th Jews ·ov·erseas, who 

·were often depicte.d .in the Sov~et _press as agents of 
Zionist·· andu:fmpe:ri.a·list subver-siop.,, r _Thus, the psycho
logical climate for the development o·f the campaign 
after ·the •'Si~ .Joay ~wa,r was· pI'ep.are~. T:he celerity with 

,whi ~h t'.li'~' ·,sovi:ei-t ;,preS:S•, swJ t .ch;ed OV,C:rlj- . t'o genera 1 at tacks 
·on Je·wi's~ll conitnu1H ties ·. in- !the United .St.ates,. Britain, 

. : Fran~! ~a~d ; ~ia~i; -~he g~~te~q~~}x :d(~fort~d ~~eferences 
• to Je-(.Jfsh !wti tings, ,· the :teaching~ of. Judaism, the 
• ' \\fq rk s ··· Q f z i ori is t thinke r-s J !? h EH~ ecL th it ! -~uc}) preparatory 

wo~k had gone : on , to :prepiro ; for this 4~velopment. 
. ~ • • . . . . _, . , .• -~. ' ,· . . . : ·, 

Any doubts that anti-semitism ha~ bee~ pfficially li
censed by the present Soviet leadership could not 
_sur\,t've: ·th~ 'irnb-1:i·ea!t:i;on of.: Yuri Ivanov' s "Beware: Zionism". 
'This.-•· 'f>1<:>'0k · is t ·a: 1ni :le·s-t'one . . Published only at the beginning 
o( th'i-'s ' year! 'a:tfdl gree·ted ·wl th \tumu·i _. tuous praise by 

·.t h,E( ''i e'aai fl.'g 'Sov'ie·t .. p.re,s.s and rad~ 0 , 0-U t lets, 11 Bew a re: 
zrcH1f'sin!' moves- ariti-semi tism int~, the centre of Soviet 

·i£fi: It is now the handbook us~~ by Party journalists 

. t : • 
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up and down the length and breadth of the U.S.S.R. 
Ivanov aban®ns the po,l i te ·:fi.ction tha;t Zionism_ and Jews 
a r e separ~ter concepts ... ~Thft . . e_nemy is piain~y _described 
as an international "Jewish• bourgeoisie" ruthl.~_ssly 
put suing power and paras.i ti~.al prosperity . . 

As the pref ace states: "Mo
0

dern Zion·i:~m is the ideology, 
the ramified system of organisations and the political 
practice of th.e big Jewish bourgeois.:i.~, fused with the 
monopolistic c.:irG.les ,of the U.S. A. and of other imperial
istic powers. The main substance of .Zionism is militant 

• chauvinism and anti-communism' ' , the pref ace empb3is ises 
in italics. "Coming Ol..lt against the socialist :Go.ncord 
and agains.t 1.the int.ernatio,nal communist and wor.ke.rs' 
movement, Zionism is. also, fighti.ng against t)le national
liberation movement ~Qd the peoples . . .. The ruli~g 
circles of Isra~l ent-er the ll)te~nation.a,1, Jew.~sh Concern 
with the rights of junior partners (this is one of the 
main conditions of their existence as ruling circles). 
The Zionist Concern itself ... represe~ts -~imul tan~_ously 
one of . the.,1a.rge'st ~JTla,.lgamations qf capi:tal.-. and . a s~lf
styled :world, ; 'Mi,nistry:..' · on the affairs: ,,o_f .1. 'World Je_wry', 
as well .as a.n Jnt_erna1;-io:nal in tel 1 igene;t:; , centre and a 
well-org;anis~d service :for -~isi'Alormat~Q,Ii . and propaganda. 
The main ,aim : of the 'Conc~,rn '·.:S, 

1 ' 'd.epartments;~., . all acting 
under a I s:t11gLe managem~nt:;_ i.:4S ;_p~ofi t ,,qnq. .~.n=ricqment, 
safeguarding .. within the f~.~me'.iy,Qrk of t~,e' ;_ .~,q.{li.talist 
system,. its; .. power . and paras.tr-t1f<;al prosp,~.r.i_ty" .• 

• • - ·, • • f • •; '.; r1 ' t .• ' ; ' : • • ~ ; • 

Clearly Jewish leadership ,wo~~'d ,:h~,.-. i~ .sertous ~e_reliction 
of duty if ,it ~id not -addres~ 1\~~elf urgent~y to rthis 
situation~ ,A,n-~i-semitism i~ 1~J!. incel),dic!,rY, .. disord'er, as 
we know. and eveQ , if we .can't c~lJ .~~e ,fire~briga4e, 
which is ;u~ually buay elsewher~ .w~e~ J¢ws . are threatened, 
it is ,iour plain responsibiiity to l)lan our own wat~r-pump! . 

•~ . • ) ' 1 J I 1 

Nor a~e the prospects _hopeless. It :i~ a well-known 
characteristic of propaganqi~ts t~at they believe at 
least 50 per cent of , their own li~s. , Soviet anti-~emitic 
writers have claime~ that the Zionists, i.e. Jews, own 
1; 036,,n.ewspapers, h~ve unlimited weal th and immense 
power ._ and influence ~ (We only wisn it Were tru~). Of 
course, they know they are exaggerating but they believe 
enough i of this to regard world Jewry as a formidable inter-
national force. • 

And let's face it. We could be. As the massive and 
effective Jewish suppor~ for Israel in June 1967 sbowed, 
united Jewish action .~an have amazing results. We need 
to marshal! the same ene~gy, inte~ligence and resolution 
to deal with this- . the second greatest problem in Jewish 
life today. Because it is not only the survival of 
Jewish identity in the U.S.S.R. that is being threatened. 
Our own security, our own right to live free and unmolested 

lives, is again being challenged. I am sure that this is 
a challenge none of us is prepared to ignore. 
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·* * *RABBI IS8AEL MILLER*** 

Soviet . Jewry is the seco:1d.:.m-:;st i ,1 p0rta.nt item on our 
agenda. Time is not on our side in this situation and 
there are three million souls at stake. 

Rabb i He rs ch e 1 S ch a c t e r : an d , I - -- on b eh a 1 f o f the C on fer en c e 
of Presidents of Major Ameri~an Jewish Organizations and 
the American Jewish Conference on Soviet Jewry--met with 
Ambassador C. Bohlen- of the United States Government follow
ing the 1nvasion of Czechos.Iovakia. The Ambassador told us 
that aftei havirig studi~d Soviet policies for fifty years, 
he still does not know what the decision-making process is 
in the Soviet Union. 

Since last year's COJO fleeting certain changes have occured, 
whi~h I would like to enumerate. _, 

On the negative side: 

1) Today the USSR is the center for anti
Semitic propaganda, particulariy through 
programs being beamed outside their country. 

2) The Russian invasion of Czechoslovakia 
points out the ruthlessness of the USSR when 
they feel a vital interest is being threatened; 
I hope Israel is not of vital interest to them. 

3) The deadline for repatriation of Jews from 
Poland represents a hardening of attitude. 

On the more positive side: 

1) There has been a trickle of emi~ration from 
the USSR to Isra~l. 

,2) There are signs that the Soviet Jews are 
beginning to take a hand in their fate and 
destiny . and · especially noteworthy are reports 
that there has .. been _a ".Jewish awakening" 

• ~mong'the younger gener~tion there. 

What can we do to help? We ought to have an exchange of 
material from country to country so that we can learn from 
each other's work. I recently attended the London Conference 
and was heartened by the fact that young peopl are be-
coming imbued with this problem. We have continued our 
efforts in the United States and were instrumental in get
ting many people to urge presidential candidates to state 
their position on both Israel and Soviet Jewry. Through 
this effort, I believe the American Jewish Conference on 
Soviet Jewry reached the people and made them aware of the 
problem. We have added the youth to our ranks. (Twenty-
six have been added to the Conference.) 
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Let us remember that it is important for people in each 
country to rise._ and spefiJ out:;.p-ri, ,p.eh.;:1lf of Soviet Jewry 
when necessary. • Simchat' 'Torah s·h'ould be turned into an 
international . ~~wi~h effort ~owards . tha~ end. Finally, 
let m~ erriphas i fe ·tha t the .s:µb j e c·t .. ,of' s.o·vi e_t Jewry is 
import 'ant in it's.~lf and can:~ot. be · Just. ~n_o·'ther· item on 
an organization·1 s agenda. · •. ' • • • • 

• * * * s IR BA~Nifr.T · _J,AN'N'eR * '* ~ 
• •. • . . I• • , ' .( ; • 

. , . 
As you know~ ~e recently · held a · Co~if.e';,e·nc~ ·b.n Soviet 
Jewry in E'nglahd. We ,are con:vinced that _the fight !JlUSt 
continue and we · ~.a,nno.t . af·ford t ,o_ :iJet.'...up":. The pro.tests 
and · constant pubii~ity given the _ matter has affected the 
USSR--acc'ording to . thos 1e coming ·trom there·~- who have : 
indicated to us the necessity of ~ontinuini our fight. 
We_ tave. approached .all British ~inisters going to Russia, 
giving ·them our p'osid.on· on the ·-,-s·i>•v_iet Jews ·, _·and receiving 
their promise to conve~ privat~ly · to the kus~ian authori
ties the concern felt here. 

Jews and non-Jews in Britain are aware of our problem. 
•• iv:e·· hay'e march~d in. Hyde Pa .rk and hav~ . sent messages to 
. th~ Russian Embassy· ~~a ~i)l coh~i~h~ - our efforts. 

***GERALD FALK***. 

The Communist Parti . in Australja ls a small and unpopular 
party. 0~ the issu~ of Soviet Jewiy, we have influenced 
their position to _some degree .. 

We in Au s t r a ·1 i a a r ·e • • con c ·e r n e :d ab o ~ t the move men t o f a 
Russian trawler in our fishing waters; this _ intrusion has 
engendered a great deal of anti-Soviet -f~elihg and 
during such times, . when,, !h.e cl_imate .has . been ripe, we 
have demonstrated on the issue of Soviet Jewry. We are 
continuing our publicity on this iss~e and are keeping 
the relevant politfcians well informed. 

*MAURICE MOCH*** 
. . 

The matter of Spvi~t Jewry is· of highest · priority with 
us. We in the Conseil Representatif des Juifs de 
France ~ave just prepared a document on this, utilizing the 
expertise of th6se of vario~s p~rsuasions, . including the 
left . . We held a press co.nferenc~ · on this i _ssbe; we met 
with leaders ' in the Protestant and C~tholic ' churches; and 
' • • • 1 • • •' ' 

have,, worked _with others, inc 1 udii:ig w~r • v ·et'erans. We 
--alc;rng wi_th. the Board of 'Deputies , of British Jews--

. spon~ored the ~ecent London meetirii 1 ~nd have been in touch 
,, wi'th the .American Jewish Confere·n~e on' 'soviet 'Jewry. 

A~ our · work,' ci'eve.lops·, we. bel;i.eve · "t'iia t French publ 'ic opinion 
• • ' • ... . • ' I ••• _. . I I 

will be rallied . a~d tang~bl~ resul~~ will be ~c~ieved in 
th~ not too distarit future. ' •• 

! •. 
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* * *SOL KANEE* * * 

We in Canada haee been involved in this work and have been 
working closely with Rabbi Israel Miller. At a recent 
meeting in Ottawa, at which time pres~fitations . were 
ma~e to the goveTnruent, one was delivered on the subject 
of the treatment of J~ws in Russia. 

We have been advised by the Minister of External Affairs; 
we have involved students and intellectuals, who have also 
presented a petition on this subject. The Communist Party 
has witnessed the total departure of its Jewish leadership 
precisely because of the Party's position on this issue. 

Finally, a brief presented by us to the government last 
May has been circulated throughout the government, as far 
as I know, from the Prime Minister down. 

* * *ARIEH TARTAKOWER* * * 

I think Russia has become a major exporter of anti-Semitism, 
conducting a policy similar to that during Tsarist Russia days. 
The majority of Jews in Israel feel that there is only one 
realistic solution: eraigration (to Israel). The fundamental 
slogan today should be: "Let my People Go".We should also 
consider what can be done on the spot, adopting a position 
appropriate to the times. Jewish schools are no longer 
the solution to the problem. They are no longer a realistic 
solution. We are trying to bring the Hebrew language to 
Russian Jewry and have ma de significant achievements in 
this regard; however ~ financial means should be made avail
able for such work. 

There ought to be a world cqnference on problems of Soviet 
Jewry--as we had years ago, with intellectuals. This is 
important. 

Finally, regardin g the warning often heard that we . should not 
go "too" f .ar so as not to endanger the situation of the Jews 
in Russia, let me point out that those coming from Russia 
recently have told us that whatever we are able to do has 
considerable significance for them and the more we can do, 
the more we strengthen the feeling of solidarity between 
Soviet Jewry and their fellow Jews outside Russia. 

***DR. SIMON SEGAL*** 

The American Jewish Conference on Soviet Jewry has proven that 
only a coordinated total community effort can be effective. 
Young people, as well as academia and intellectuals, have 
been attracted to this issue. I therefore suggest that other 
countries also concentrate on th~ir youth and try to mobilize 
them. 

I do not believe our program, as it has evolved over several 
years, should be changed radically. We should carefully 
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avoid raising non-existent .. issues or over-exaggerated 
reports; we must raise iss~e~ ~~ly on the basis of 
factual research, _for ther~ now exists a certaiQ degree 
of cyna~tsm · among people reiarding the facts. Therefore, 
the moie carefu~ we ·are, the better it will be in the 
long run. 

National conferences similar to the American Jewish Con
ference .on Soviet Jewry should be created in smaller 
countrie~. I appeal particularly to those more remote 
Jewish communities. Their i~fluence on their governments 
(such as Sweden,_ Brazil or Argentina) is important 
because their .countries' support in the United Nations is 
much sought after: Their voices are also important in 
the realm of public opinion. 

***ISAIAH MINKOFF~** 

I would like to make two points: 1) that while it is true 
the USSR is the greatest anti-Semitic force in the world, 
it would be wise for us to portray it as a cynical force 
being pursued fqr expediency--not as their credo and that 
of the Communist world. Only in this way can we reach the 
liberal ·forces .throughout the wo~ld; and 2) that our de
mands on behalf of Soviet Jewry should remain as they have 
been: we want equal rights under the constitution and a 
full program of liberation f6r the Jews of the USSR even if 

emigration is the only realistic solution, for it is the 
Jews' right to be equal citizens and it is not our place 
to take thii from them by asking only for emigration. 

***LOUIS PINCUS**• · 

· I_als~ do not agree with Dr. Tartakower's approach. Our 
demands must be c6mprehensive--as in the past: We should 
not now change our policy, suddenly coming out with only 
one demand. 

* * *~. LEVENBERG* * * 

There is gen~rally ~nanimity amongst · ourselves on the issue 
of Soviet Jewry. But let us make an attempt to study 

.long-range trends . . I believe the situation is de~eriorating. 
At the time of . the Korean War the Soviet Union regressed 
on liberality and preseitly lives in fear of China. What 
happened in Czechoslovakia is symptomatic; the secret 
police is growing; freedom is dying out, and Solzhenitsyn's 
books attest to this trend. Brezhnev, Kosygin and Podgorny 
are not the only ones determining Soviet policy today-
there are now new men coming to ~ower. And, the more 
the conflict with China grows (and it is frightening to 
read their articles on China) the more serious the problem 
of Soviet Jewry . will become. • 

There is now a nation-wide campaign in the Soviet Union of 
solidarity with the Arabs. One of the speakers at key 
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meetings there has been the well-known Kichko, who's topic 
has been: the Nature of Zionism. He is part of the new 
group coming to power. 

Inevitably, Jews will be pushed out from various geographical 
regions and only recently it was revealed that quite a 
number of Jews who had applied for emigration were 
arrested. According to Soviet law, there is no prohibi-
tion against emigration. (A person wishing to leave must 
make an official application requesting that his citizen-
ship be changed.) I therefore believe we are on strong 
ground when we demand that emigration be allowed. 

Let me now give you an example concerning religious 
freedom. Yuri Alexander, a Soviet expert on religion, 
recently said that the various religious communities there 
have their own publications, are able to send representa
tives abroad, and in general enjoy many rights. However, 
he made an exception regarding the Jews when he said that 
since the Jewish religious community has so far itself 
renounced its desire for a separate spiritual existence, 
in his view the Jewish community must therefore be treated 
differently than other minorities. 

I want to emphasize that Russia is a large country, whose 
practices vary from place to place and are at times 
contradictory. But we must be able to prove with intel
lectually sound arguments that their 11 anti-Zionism" is 
"anti-Semitism" in reality. This can help us in our work 
in the United Nations, as well as in other areas. 

The correct presentation of the facts will speak louder 
than propaganda. 

The debate was summarized by Mr. Zvi Ne tzer of the Israel 
Foreign Office. His remarks were given in Yiddish, and we 
are unable to include them as they have not been submitted 
to our office. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:00 p.m. 
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SUNDAY MORNING SESSION 

The meeting was called to order by Alderman Michael Fidler, 
who introduced the discussion. 

A SUMMARY of t~e .discussion on the COJO COMMISSION ON 
_J_E_l•_JI_S_H_E_· Dc...U..c..1 .... C ____ A'---'T;...I:;;....;..O..:...N'--_· ______ ,__:~b y RABB I JAY , KAUFMAN 

The results of our meeting in Geneva were reported 
successively to the Me morial Foundation and to COJO. 
Jaime Finkielsztejn and I felt that it was essential 
that we keep you informed of what transpired and what 
lies before us. 

You will also find attached at the end of my summary, 
copies of the reso!ution on structure and the state-
ments of the four committees which we passed unanimously. 

Mem orial Foundation - My ~eport to the Memorial Found
ation dealt. brie-fly with the structure which we had 
recommended for the COJO Commission on Jewish Education. 
Jaime Finkielsztejn followed with his· description of 
the mood of the meeting and the benefits which would 
accrue from the cooperative effort we recommended. 

The report was attacked on two levels. The general 
attack was rooted in scepticism concerning the ability 
of such an international educational effort to 
succeed. The World Council on : Jewish Education had 
come before the Memorial Foundation with its request 
for funds on numerous occasions, promising constructive 
action which it had failed to produce. There was no 
condemnation of the integrity or the good will of the 
members of the World Council - just a feeling that 
after so many attempts at an int er-related world-wide 
program the idea itself was not practical. 

In response to this very legitimate concern, it was point
ed out that the scope of the COJO Commission on Jewish 
Education was to be considerably less ambitious and 
that the main thrust of its efforts was to be conducted 
through the existing educational institutions. 

There was a more detailed attack upon the COJO Commission 
which felt that it was folly to make another attempt and 
that there was no likelihood of success. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann spoke at the close of the discussion 
on the subject and indicated his confidence in the for
mat recommended by the people in attendance at the 
COJO Commission meeting . He felt that when educators 
of the competence and wide experience of those who 
attended the sessions reached a unanimous decision, 
further effort should be made to promote international 
educational cooperation. 

- 49 -



Dr. Goldmann mentioned during the course of his comments 
that he thought this Commission on Jewish Education might 
better b~ placed within the structur~ of the Memorial 
Foundatio~. This was a.new thought to all of us and 
was not discussed at great - length. 

The Memorial Foundation voted to release those funds 
which had been appropriated to the World Council on~ 
Jewish Education and which had been unexpended to be 
utilized by the COJO Commission on Jewish Education 
for its activities in the coming year. It . was esti
mated that until a . professional could pe procured, the 
expenditures of the COJO Commissiop will be modest and 
there will be sufficient funds available for its oper
ation until next year's formal presentation to the 
Memorial Foundation. At · that time a full budget will 
be prepared and submitted in ample time to meet the re
quirements of the ·Memorial Foundation . 

COJO The same report was made to the COJO delegates 
by Jaime Finkielsztejn and myself. Much satisfaction 

· was exp~esse~ with the fact that unanimity had been 
reached by so distinguished a group of educators . and that 
a tone of enthusiasm described by Jaime Finki~lsztejn, 
had come out of the meeting. • 

There was more extensive discussion at the COJO meeting 
on the manner in which the educational -agencies will use 
their own facilitiei and staffs to prepare. and sh~re 
the projects emanating fro~ the COJO Commission. 

In that way; it was explained, the li~ited COJO budget 
and staff would not constitute the totality of the 
resources for the educational effort but that this would 
be supplemented by the much broader resources of all 
the agencies who volunteer to participate in the educa
tional projects agreed upon. 

The question of the formal involvement of the educa
tional agencies -themselves was discussed. It wa~ pointed 
out that the members of the COJO Commission had been 
appointed ad hominern. Ultimately the agencies t~em
selves would be asked to be involved formally and 
officially. It was agreed that the people gathered at 
the COJO Commission ' ~ould not . have agreed to action which 
was contrary to the in~erests of their agencies and 
that would fail - to find sympathetic approval from tl1eir 
agencies when approached. H~wever, had the agencies 
been canvassed at the outset, so long a period of time 
would have had to elapse before any action could be under-
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taken, the cause of international educational co
operation would have been lost. It was also pointed 
out that an effort -would be made · to have a COJO . Commission 
operative on a modest basis so that when the various 
educational agencies are approached, there could be 
more than mere explanations set before them for consider
·at ion. 

Dr. Goldmann mentioned the fact thit -it might be wise 
to haye the Commissio_n on f;;ducation. attached .to the 
Memorial Foundation .-in_stead -.. of, ,COJO : pecause t -he 
Memorial Foundation woul~ be t~e majp~ source of its 
funds. The Memorial Foundation had voted $60;-000, the 
Jewish Agency, $20,000, •. and the p{l:rtjcipating member 
a~encies another $20,000 toward the World Council bn 
Jewish Education budget. It was a.nticip~ted. that a 
COJO Commission would ope.rate• wi thr ·the same budget and 
appeal to the Memorial Foundation .for · addi-tional sums 
if a project arose that warranted such a request. This 
proposal received some further airing by the _ COJO members. 
On the one hand it was suggested . ~hat what was important 
was that the Commission nn Jewish-Educatipn b~ permitted 
to function and that its sponsorship not be the key issue. 
The Commission on Education.Is purpose was edu_ca.tion and 
not the strengthening of eitber COJO or the Memorial 
Foundation - and its welfare skoul4, decide where it was 
to be lodged. 

On the other hand, it was · pointed out that the Memor
ial Foundation had a very wide spectrum of ideological 
viewpoints represented and that if the Commission on 
E_d-ucation was to be an official part of the Memorial 
Foundation, its activities might elicit opposition from 
some who found one activity or another ideologically 
unpalatable. At present, the Memorial Foundation 
awards sums of money to worthy projects, judges their 
merit but is not concerned with the nuances of phil
osophy or ideology. Such might not be the case if the 
Memorial Foundation assumed formal jurisdiction over 
the Commission on Education. No such problems exists 
in COJO for the national organizations represent all 
views and the international organizations do likewise. 
Furthermore, it is essential that the educators have a 
channel into each national and hopefully, major loc~l 
community in order to implement some of its activities. 
Hence the relationship with a body like COJO of import
ant community leaders who are not necessarily educators 
is essential. 
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This might well have to be aired further so that our 
future efforts of obtaining a professional and a chair
man are not inhibited by indecision. 

We as members of ·the COJO Commi~si~n on Jewish Education 
have before· us · two immediate tasks: , 

1) To find a profes·si-ona'l · dir:ector. It would be ideal 
if we could find i man who has educational . experience 
in the t' ,futsot already resident in Israel. Ja~·me 
Finkie.lsztejn is going ·to ' conve'ne· a group to see if such 
a man can·· be found li'ving in Israel already. But all 
of us must mak~ our own search for such men wherever 
they are domiciled in o~der that we may make a selection 
from a number of · candid~tes and· so choose the best. 

• Please send your: reconi'mendati'ons:' to me as soon as possible. 

2 ) I b e 1 i eve we o u·•g h t t o - uncle-rt a k e o·n e or two mo de s t 
J educational progr~ms now· ·eve-n , in advance of our finding 

the professio~al ' director. 

I believe · they< car. be· undertaken by ourselves and demon
strate what we· belleve can be done- and how it will be 

• enacted·. Pethaps we might· create a list of materials 
-available in all l~n guages for teaching the holocaust 
to · one ag~ lev~l - oj another for Israel Indeiendence Day, 
utilizing in eit'her - case not only . the text and teaching 
materials · availabl-e but· the audio-visual mat .erials in 
the various media and the unmet needs ~hich require 
fulfillment. What modest projects do you feel might 
be undertaken by; us now? 

Let me teiterate i my gratitude to all of you for your 
splendid contribution to·our ' efforts and reiterate my hope 
that the meeting marked only ih~ beginning of our 
mutuality and it will ultimately produce a substantial 
ehlargement of world ' Jewish education. 

Ii 

- 52 -



STRUCTURAL RESOLUTIONS 

I. That the office and the director shall be in 

Jerusalem. 

II. :1otion "An: That the CC>JO Commission on Jewish 

Education, as presently consti

tuted (ad ho~inem) shall be the 

policy making body, and if nec

essary, additional members can be 

coopted . 

I I I. That the COJO Commission on Jewish Education 

be divided into regional advisory councils; 

that the members in Israel shall be of 

assistance to the director in the discharge 

of his functions; that the number of members 

on the advisory council in Israel be in

creased and that these members may be added 

to the membership of the COJO Commission on 

Jewish Education, however, not all those 

appointed to membership in regional advisory 

councils automatically become members of the 

COJO Commission on Jewish Education. 
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PROPOSALS BY COMMITTEE NUMBER TWO 

Dr. A. Eisenberg, Chairman 

M. Avidor 

J. Finkiels~tejn 

Dr. M. Siegel 

I. THAT THE 1970 CONFERENCE SHOULD BE CALLED IN 

1970 AS SCHEDULED AND WE SHOULD COOPERATE WITH 

THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT IN THIS ENDEAVOR -- BUT 

THEY SHOULD CALL AND COORDINATE THE CONFERENCE. 

II. THAT WE SHOULD CALL A WORLD CONFERENCE ON 

JEWISH EDUCATION AS SUGGESTED DURING THE JULY 

13th SESSION (yesterday). BUT IT SHOULD 

BE UNDERTAKEN AT A LATER DATE (after 1970) 

UNDER THE SPONSORSHIP OF THE COJO _COMMISSION 

ON JEWISH EDUCATION. 
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PROPOSALS BY COM~HTTEE NU~-IBER THREE 

PUBLICAfIONS 

Committee: Miss Barwell, Chairman 
S. Abramovitch 
Prof. r1. Davis 
Rabbi A. Schindler 

The Committee recommends a limited publication program 
comprising two items: 

1) A regular syndicated monthly bulletin entitled 
"World Jei-lish Education Digest" -- (a service of 
the COJO Commissio~ on Jewish Education), to be 
directed to every Jewish educational and major 
general Jewish publication for repToduction in 
whole or in part, to include the following contents: 

a) News of significant Jewish ~d ucational 
activities and developments anywhere in the 
Jewish world and of world-wide interest, 

b) Books for teacher and/or classroom use, 
briefly reviewed, 

c) New pedagogical material reviewed, 
d) Audio-visual aids report, 
e) Research activities indicated, 
f) Personality profiles of tnose professionally 

engaged in significant Jewish educational 
activity. 

and to be in the following languages: HEBREW, 
ENGLISH, SPANISH, and FRENCH. 

2) A series of educational monographs on professional 
subjects relating to the whole ladder of Jewish 
education and forminR a constructive contribution 
to the advancement and development of Jewish 
education. These are to be £!epared by exist-
ing or ganizations operating in the specific fields 
to be presented, for the COJO Commission on Jewish 
Education, and to be translated into Hebrew, Eng
lish, Spanish and French, and dis tributed to J~wish 
educational and major general Jewish press plus 
educators by the Commission. Each monograph is 
to include an annotated bibliography. 

It is envisaged that two or three per annum could be pro
duced in such manner i.e., by working through existing 
agencies. 
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PROPOSALS BY COMMITTEE NUMBER FOUR Dr. Rosenfeld, Chrmn. 
Dr. Rinott 
Dr. Levinas 
D. Schaumann 

A. The survival of Jewry and Judaism is intimately tied 
to the content and extent of its educational structure. 
It is, therefore, imperative: 

1) that J~wish education be assigned top priority in 
all aspects of communal ilanning and funding. It 
is of crucial importance that all relevant arms 
of the Jewish community and all •its interested 
organizations shall mobilize their material resources 
and their communal influencei to expand and enhance 
the role of Jewish education and its organizational 
structure and programs. 

2) that Jewish education be universalized. It must be 
made available and accessible to every Jewish boy 
and girl. 

3) that Jewish education must be made truly meaningful. 
Its essence and design must be fashioned in a manner 
to assure adherence and commitment of Jewish youth 
to Jewry and Judaism. 

4) that Jewish education be expanded to embrace both 
formal schooling and the variety of extra-school 
educational ex?eriences. Similarly, the time 
budget, in terms of hours, weeks and years, which are 
assigned to Jewish education must be dramatically 
increased. 

5) that top Jewish communal leaderihip be convened on 
all levels -- internationai national and local --
and mobilized and involved in behalf of Jewish ed
ucational programs. The influence of this leader-
ship will give added status and prestige to Jewish 
schools. It will also open up valuable organizational 
contacts and the columns of the Jewish press. Finally, 
it will facilitate the proper funding of all types 
of formal and informal educational in~titutions. 

B. Though the quantititive· aspects of J~wish education are 
crucial, yet its ultimate success will be determined by its 
qualitative components. Even the expansion of its scope 
and its acceptability by a ·growing population of parents and 
children will depend ultimately on its essence and content. 
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Successful learning experiences will require candid and 
revolutionary re-app~aisals of all elements of ~ducational 
theory and practice and a critical re-examination of the 
content and structure of traditional Jewish schooling 
patterns . -·• •; ·: .. · 

We shall have to divest ourselves of many prejudices and arm 
ourselves with an indisp~nsible open-mindedness. 

Failures, no matter how prestigiously institutionalized, will 
have to be identified and rejected. Successful e~periences 
and experiments, no matter how unique or radical will have 
to be recognized and affirmed. 

A new and long look at our Jewish youth is long overdue. 
It is imperative that we understand the nature and the 
dynamics of our boys and girls, our young men and women, who 
are the objects of the educational piocess. We shall have 
to search for the cause of their dissatisfaction, to probe 
the source of their restlessness, to identify the roots of 
their rebellion and define the quality of their values. 
We shall have to discover the key which will open up their 
mind and expose thei~ soul and bind them irrevocably to 
Jewry and JuJaism. 

School curricula and courses of study will require a re
examination and revision both -from the perspective of 
consent and priorities. We must make certain that that 
which we seek to teach will enjoy the essence, the meaning 
and the relevance so that it will also be learned and 
en.braced. 

The pedagogic tools and strategies will have to be re
appraised an<l re-designed to assure their efficacy, their 
efficiency and their consonance with this new educational 
formula. 

The whole corps cf educators from its theoreti~al. architects, 
its top directors and down the ranks to include all its 
formal and informal pra~titioners shall have to be sensitized 
and retrained for the new educational content, - tools and 
technique. 

Israel must become a focal e-leme-nt in the Jewish school and 
its program. Every Jewish child must be exposed to Israel 
as an object of study, experience and commitment. 

C. This comprehensive re-evaluation and reconstruction of Jew
ish education is an enormous ta~k. Its success will require -
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the full mobilization 6f all "educitional : res6ur~~s of Jew-
ish · communities t}_lroughout the world ·: · :··:, .. 

It will be the purpose of the newly created edutational office 
to stimulate all Jewish communal, educational and ideological 

r organizations to embark · f6tthwith upon this all~important 
undertaking. They ~ill be best iuited to formul~te educa
tional programs in conformity with the common educational 
goals,· in ton~onance with the particular ideological philosophy 
and in accordance ·with speciil needs of the local _communities. 

PROPOSALS BY ·coMMITTEE NUMBER FIVE 

ON TEACHER PERSONNEL 

Committee Members: Dr. Alvin Schiff, Chairman 
Levi Gertner 
Dr. Klingh.ofer 
J. Halevy 

A. Introduction · 

B. 

In its totality, tbis rep~rt is an ambitious thru~t 
towards the improvement of the Jewish educatidn pro
fession. In a true sense , it is an expression of 
Robert Browning's counsel -- "Oh, but a man's reach 
should exceed his grasp, or what's h·eaven for?" 

This report .has both its technical or procedural dimen
sions and theoretic or substantive aspects. - Of nec
essity, stress here is on the technical phases. 

While personnel questions vary fro~ · community to 
community, the common characteristics of the personnel 
problem seem to dictate the establishment of some· 
guiding principles to help improve the status of Jewish 
educational practitioners. Individual communities will 

·be the deciding factors in the implementation of the 
recommendations contained in this report. 

Perception of Purpose and Challenge of Item Number Five 

The following are the challenges to COJO's Education 
Commission, which derive from the personnel problem in 
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Jewish education. 

1) To serve -as a catalytic agent for improving the 
image of the '' melamed ··· . 

2) To help to bring about necessary steps that will 
make the Jewish teaching profession more attractive 
to young adults, 

3) To motivate action by professional and lay leader
Ship that will help the Jewish teaching profession 
become a more challenging experience, 

4) To motivate the eventual upgrading of the quality 
of instruction in Jewish schools. 

(Items no. 1 and no. 2 are technical in nature. Items no. 
3 and No. 4 are substantive, and relate to Question 
Four in the June 17th MEMORANDUM to the COJO Education 
Commission. 

C . . Definition of the Personnel Problem 

Essentially, the following are the characteristics of 
the personnel problem in Jewish education: 

1) Low social status, 
2) Little or no opportunities for professional advance

ment, 
3) Lack of meaningful professional and academic 

challenge in Jewish teaching, 
4) Low financial status and lack of economic security, 
5) Jewish teaching is increasingly becoming a part

time profession, 
6) Jewish teaching, in most countries, is becoming in

creasingly feminized, 
7) An uncomfortably large percentage of teachers ~re 

unqualified, 
3) Many of the qualified and unqualified teachers have 

a poor self-image as indivlduals and as professionals, 

(Items (1) through (4) above, in the order given, are 
corroborated by Dr ·. Schiff's recent study of Hebrew 
Teachers College stu~~cnts in the United states: "The 
Students in our Hebrew colleges -- Profile and Career 
Choice. ·· Among other things, the findings of the study 
reveal that the vast majority of students in the Hebrew 
Teachers College do not choose Jewish teaching careers. 
The major reasons were items (1) and (2). For the most 
part, the respondents feel that the initial salaries in 
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Jewish education are fairly competitive. However, 
they bemoan the fact that there is . so little oppor
tunity for professional and financial fdvancement.) 

D. Technical Recommendations 

1) A Code of Practice should be prepared by the COJO 
tommission for full-time teachers. This Code must 

take into consideration existing coqes of practice in 
the various Jewish communities. 

DEFINITION OF FOLL-TI ME: a 20 hr. instructional 
.load 

The PREMISE upon which the c~~e is based is 
that there must be differential status ·for 
qualified . teach~rs. The advantages an4 
benefits of a code of practice should be 
reserved for qualified or certificate-holding 
or licensed personnel. The code should include 
the following items: 

a) Security--shared or contribut,o:rY. pension 
plans, 

b) Fringe benefit plans -- health insurance, 
life insurance, and other ~ocal or regional 
benefits, such as social se,cµri ty , . 

c) Improveme n t of financial st~tus -~ The 
C,omrnission should strive t.o _bring about or 
mbtivate conditlons whereby _ ful)-~ime 
teac hers in Jewish schoQls will receive sal
aries at least· 10% hig_he.r than teachers in 
their . nii ghborhood public or state schools, 

d) Sick leave policy including some consideration 
• for accumulated sic!< leave .. 

2) Sabbatical Practices--

After every ten year period of consecutive teaching 
in a school or school system, all qualified teachers 
should be eligible for a full year's sabbatical with 
half salary or a bonus equal to one-half year\s salary. 

3) Inter national Scholarship Fund--

A special fund should be , established to enable 
teachers and their spouses to visit Israel after 
every six years of teaching. 
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4) OrRanization~l In~olvement of Jewish Instructional 
Perso-n.r 01 ; 

Teachers in Jewish ~chools should be ~ncouraged to 
become invol~ed in educational policy making and 
curriculum developm~it. ·· They should be encouraged and 
helped to becom~ i~volved {n Jewish communal life 
and even assume positions . of ' leadership where 
feasible and beneficial. 

5) Licensing and Certification Practices--

The COJO Commission should motivate and guide the 
establishment of licensing and certification pro
cedures in communities and regions where they do 
not exist for Jewish teaching personnel. To this 
end, the Commission might circulate extant licens
ing policies and regulations where needed. 

6) Clearing-house for Teacher Personnel Activities--

COJO Commission should circulate, as often as 
feasible and necessary, information about develop
ments re codes of practice, certification procedures, 
incentive ideas, etc. 

7) Merit Increases--

Where possible, Jewish communities throughout the 
world should be encouraged to provide increments 
on the basis of meritorious performance. Merit is 
to be determined by locally developed criteria. 

E. The Substantive Challen~es--

The question of educational personnel status can
not be resolved effectively without consideration 
of the items below. The Committee recommends 
these items for consideration at a forthcoming 
meeting of the COJO Co~mission: 

1) What kind of teachers do we want to attract? 
2) What kind of preparation do new teachers need 

in order to function effectively? (pre-service 
educ.) 

3) What is the definition of a teacher's job? 
4) What is a desirable school climate? What are 

desirable working conditions for Jewish school 
personnel? 

5) What is the relationship of teaching personnel to 
curriculum planning, curriculum changing, and 
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6) 

7) 

• ·.~ •• ,. • , • • , ·' ,' •. I A !" •, ' l • • ,.. ' \ • . : . 

curri CT.ilum imp'l emen tat i-on? • : How. can . experienced 
teachers be guided to meet the ·changing needs of 
Jewish scho9ls and . Jewish pupils? fin-service 

.education) - .... ,:·· •• -. ,·,_ 
w6ii , shou~d b~ -the r~lationshi~ . between super
visory -persorinel. :--: ; and .- teaching personnel in 
,Jew i sh , s ch o o 1 s ? .. ; .· . . : . . , : .. 
How can the instructional . effectiveness of 
current teaching personnei'be upgraded? (in-
service educ.) r.· 

: ; 

-------------, . . ., 
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Dr. Roth wa~ th~h ·a~kel t~ ia~i the floor and addriss 
the delegates 'on the subject: ,"The ·Situation in Germany 
and the Statute of 1Limt'tations.---

t '. • ~ 

The Germans are still yery sensitive to public opinion 
ab road even though they· ·state otherwise. When the who 1 e 
i .ssue of the Statu-te of L·imi_tations ·was debated in G·ermany, 
the strongest ·criticis~ ~is frpm within Germany--from both 
the press· and the Jewish c~mmµ~~ty. 

: . 
A law was passed in Juhe iiP;iding that the crime of geno
cide does not · fall una&r ~he ~taiut~of Limitations. · How
ever, ihe Statute ' ~£ ti~iiatiins for ~urder was exterided 
from December 31~ i969~io be ce~ber 31, 1970. Further, the 
investigating - judge need cie~el y begin an action-~not con-

,clude ·it~-before ihai ' date, ~rid then . has thirty more years 
in which to corrtinu~ ihe action . . However, a study has 
shown that the lag betw~e~ the fi~st day of an investiga
tion and the first day of the proceedings is generally 
six years, and statistical st~dies regarding the age of 
the defendants make it_ clear that it takes many, many 

. year$ before· a- trial · real.ly begins. Therefore, the new 
ten-year extension me.ets the situation, practically 
speaking in that it is biologically sufficient. This is 
particularly so because the age of the witness is generally 
even greater than that of the •efendant and without ihe 
witness to testify, the trial gene rally ends with ah 
aquittal-.· Over the yeirs~ orily two cases without witnesses 

.Qnded with corivictioni. 

Morally s'peaking, how·ever, the ten-year extension i •s not 
sa_tisfactory. We could ar{d should hav:e expected a clear 
decision that Na~i crimes are not subject to the Statute of 
L i mi tat i on s . But the f o 11 ow i n g two po i n t s . are even more 
s i g n i f i cant : • 

1) The recent judicial decision of the supreme court 
and its grave implications regarding war criminals 

Precedin~ last Octob~r, thi 'ma~imu~ imprisonment for the 
principal or the accomplice was the s~me. • In October", this 
.irn; e qua 1-i t y was corr e c t e d and i t w a s th en s ta t e d that s u b j e c -
tive· criteria must be used for certain crimes. It was 
decided that the principal ~nd the accomplice must each be 
i _n.vestigated separately. Therefore, if the · subjective 
~:rit~ria are· met hy the principa,l, this does not automatically 
tie~~n- the accd~plice. The question is one of motive, the 
cour.t- d-ecided; : ·and th:e're are different motives for -murder. 
Each must be separately investigated for his motive, fol-
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lowing the ruling of June, 1969, in which the supreme 
co:urt ,stat-ed tha,t " ... base_ {llOftiv:e.S . J!l.1:1S:t. ._.be pr,esent in 
th:e person." (~ a p;i.al hatred is a .n e.x.~mp.le of base 
motive.') •• Thu·s; in the case of · an engineer taking a 
trainload of people to Ausch,11i"tz, ·(r ·would b·e · neces
sary--but very difficult--to prove base motive. And 
what of the desk murderers who signed away inumerable 
lives without ever killing , anyone directly? Previously 
they could be tried as accessories and now base motive 
beyond a reasonable doubt must be proved . in all thes~ 
cases . . Yet, how easy it is for someone . to say he simply 

. diµ . not hav·e · base motive and was merely_ a-n a_ccomplice 1 

to the principal and the~efore, without base motive, 
no longer . fits into the category for which tpe St~tute 
of Limitations was extended. We ought to deal with this 
matter, but should not be . too legalistic in c;,ur resolu
tions. . Judges are h1,i'man and_ are se,ns i ti ve to po 1 i ti ca 1 
P!essure abroad. Per~aps ~nother division of t~e court 
will.decide . di.fferently . from tbe first, th.u_s enabling 
the federal court to reconv.ene on this issue . and p.erhaps 
change its ·origin.al. , decision. Theref9re, our_ objectiv~ 
is to have one . c~urt.decide that motive~~ unde~stood 
by ~he nature of th~ c~ime--not by proving base motiv~ 
in, each case. But to ac.complish this, .. we must .have . a 
s itrong expr,essio·n of pubi.i\:. opinion. • •• 

2 ) The fact th a.t • 1 0 0 % ab o 1 it ion of the St at u t e. of 
Limitations was iot obtained 

, .. 
Vihat troubl .es, me here is the reason why we. did not ob ·tain 
100% abol:j.tion. It is pol.itical. . It was based _ on the 
fear of many that the NPD would reieive s, of the vote~ 
in the forthcoming general election if the Statute of · 
Limitations . were abolished. Therefore, the Christiaµ 
Democrats favored a · co1Jlpromise r ,e.soluti~n, namely' th~ 
extension from twen t_y t9 thirty years .· 

Let me add, in this connection, a ·few remarks _ on th~. 
upsurge of German nationalistic feelings. For the first 
time, the. NPD will now. be participat~ng in the general 
election. The Christian Democrats· faile·d to .. submit their 
case before the court asking· for the abolition of the NPD; 
and the Socialist Part~ also f~iled to ask for a change 
in the law regarding the NPD. Therefore it seems clear 
th.at they bot_h a .r .-e , trying to figh ,t the NPU through . 
political mean··s. Both have pu_blished bo.o.kl.ets _on the 
subj ec.t ., . Th~ Bav~_rian . Christian D,emo.c.rat _wf1'g, ._and ot,hers, 
believe t_h,e b_est way tp ta,.k,e .vot~s~ .. from them is ·to be 
almost ,as national,istic as , they .. ,._ But the ·N.Po ·•s .slogans 
are both clever .and .dangerous. ~nd ihe sXudent unrest, 
as we 11 as the th:r:e·a t 5i b _y t~\e, NPQ ,' s . non_-parJ,) ame,n tary oppo
sition to disturb the elections, cause the G~rmans to be 

: even more i _mpre s s ed: -iY.: ".1 aw ,and ord.er·_i: ·· ,canq i d·ates th.an 
_the Ameri.cans. _:, !: ). • • ,·\ . .. , .. 
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The real test of German nationalistic feeling, however, 
wi 11 come when it becomes necess a ry · for ,the people to 
recognize that there is a German· De'mb cr·atie ·Republic. 
The Socialists feel they ,must _ reco knize'- the s,tat:,US-:q-uo; 
but the Nationalis~s call this · kind of ideology "appease
ment"--especially those Germans c·om1ng from the eastern 
territories (approximately ~ t ni million: · six million adults 
and three million chil dren) who feel very strongly on this 
issue. Ideas which were formetly espou~ed only by . extreme , 
elements are now becoming popular again. • • 

Aside from these two points, I wb~ld also like to mention 
the danger we face from left-wing ten<lencies and the cult 
of revolution. The si~dent left-wing is . part of an inter~ 
national trend. I would like to underline:; - however, that , 
official public opinion a_s expressed by the government and ., 
Parliament is favorable to Israel, as is the press--generalJy 
speaking. But the attitude of "the man on the street" is 
worsening for two reasons: 1) Arab propaganda; and 2) because 
the ~iiddle-East constantly presents a picture of crises 
whi 1 e the German peop 1 e want peace. • ' 

Our major problem is countering Arab propaganda and seeing 
to it that German public opinion in ~eheral remains .pro
Israel. 

' * * *Z. DIVO N* * * 

I would like to draw attention to t h e growing cooperation 
between Ea st Germany and the Arab states. Full recognition 
and diplomatic status ex i sts betweeri East Germany and five 
Arab coun tries, including Egypt .. This is an important 
trend. East Germany has been quite ,.active in assisting 
t h e Arabs in t heir violent anti-Israe l tampaigns. Former 
Na zis support the Arabs and t he co up try is now drawing-u~ . 
pr a ctical plans for closer coo p era tion with the Arabs pn 

military matters. We must also witch ca~~fully and bear in 
mind the technical skills of East Germany. 

It is interesting to note, however, that the Arabs estab
lished this close relationship only under Russian pressure, 
for they also want to have relations with West Germany. 
Nasser likes to keep his options open. 

It is imperative that full exposure be given to the violent 
anti-Jewish, anti-Israel position of Ea st Germany. 
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Mr. Reiss, chairman of 
was . then ask~d to ~ake 
foll9wing ari ~x~erpts 
us by . him. 

• • l,, ~ 

the World Federation of Polish Jews, 
his .pr~sentation on Pqland~ . The 
of hi~ tddreis, as . subm~t~~d to 

1 

• . ; ~ t 

***A. REISS*** 

.Two basic facts mus _ guide our i:hin\dri:; about_ ~olish J r:wr'y, , 
First: this is a se~ t lement in the final stages of dissolution. 
Second: the initiative fo.r off:icial P~lish policy on Jews, 
as other policies, comes from Mos.cow rather than Warsaw. 

In view of the first fact, the mass exodus of Jews from Poland, 
I believe we must f ocus on facilitating that emigration, 
rather than conce~ning ourse\ves with s~curity, civic equali~y, 
or other issues i:!ppropriate to a more ·s-table J ewi~h population . . 
In my opinion , ail .th1?

1

Jews still ' ieft in Poland desire to · 
leave, and the Polisl.· Governrrieni: is not opp.osed ·. I consider 
emigration the only acceptable and con~~ructive _res~iut~~~ 
of the situation not only _in Poland 1 but in all of East~rn 
Europe, includiug the Soviet Union. 

. -

By stating, in the second basic fact, that the powe~ center 
of Polish policy often resides in Rcissia, I do not intend to 
suggest that Poland is a country which loves its Jews, 
but has been pressured into anti-Semitism. Al~ost a 
thousand years of Jewish life in Poland, with _all their 
tragedy and heroism, testify against that. Nevertheless, 
when we speak of anti-Semitism in Poland ai: the present 
moment, we speak of an attitude carefully fostered by the 
Soviet Union. 

In its slavish imitation of the _political policy of · the 
Soviet Union toward Jews, Poland has adopted the cynic~l 
Russian dodge of being "ant;i.-Zionist11 rather than anti
Jewish. I i: has become a center for some of the most • • 
~irulent anti-S_emitic propaganda in the world. 

Not content with such distortioni ~s labeling Israel a 
militaristic aggressor and the Jews of the rest of the world, 
champions of' imperialism and reaction, Poland has the audacity 
of rewriting known history. Now it is claimed that the Poles 
did ,not collaborate, to some extent ,. wich the Nazis in their 
country; that they did not enlist ii1 the notorious ' 'Brown 
Constabulary :. and carry out some of ' the worst terror campaigns 
against Jews and o t hers in World War I'.(, The new Polish 
version is--it was the Jews who did this. Polish historians 
insist that the Warsaw Ghetto Revolt and the uprisings in 
other Ghettoes , were organized by the Polish und~rground 
rather than J ewish youth movements, particularly pioneering 
Zionist youth. None other than the Assistant Minister of 
Education and Culture, Casimir Ruc znick, also General Secre t ary 
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of the organLrn '.: i on of World War II par .,::isans, is b2sn irct1ing 

che me.:iory of the Ghe.:to hero es by p~cldling these lies in 

the public press. Eviden t ly he has forgotten his own role 

during ::hat period , as a Kapo in th~ 11a thau,sen Concen tra cion 

Camp. 

For all their zeal in following th~ Russian line, we exp~ct 

that the Poles will ~ot abandon the{~ policy of permitting 

Jewish emigrai:ion. We cannot overlook ' che twenty years, 

from the end of Wodd War II until 1967, w:1en the Jews in 

Poland felt generally s ecure aa~ free, relatively , at least . 

More speci.fical ly , during .that· pei·icd Jews had the r ·ight to 

emigrate to Israel and even take their possessions with them, 

if they ha d any. 

When I hrsi: visited Polnnd toward the encl of l':;46, about 

170,00l· Jews lived ..:here. On my third ·visi::, in 1956, this 

number had declited .:o 50,000; plus probcbly ano ther 10,000 

who had completely Jis carded their idcncity and were not at 

all known a8 Jews. Nost of the 120,000 who had left Poland, 

went to Israel. On my last visit, in April 1967, the Jewish 

population of Poland was ~ot more t~an 25,000 . Again,the 

bulk had gor:e to Israel. Today I es::imate the number of 

Jews in Poland at ·.css than 12,000 . 

Permit me to t ell you a persor.al e:,peri..:mc~ when I visited 

in 1956. One of my personal friends, then Assistant Minister 

of Finance, invited twelve important Jewish Communists to 

dinner with me. Naturally most of the conversation revolved 

around events in Israel, since it was oniy 1..--wo months after 

the Sinai Campai3n . H;owever .in the course of time we began 

discussing the situation in Poland , anci continued until the 

wee hours of the mornL,g. At t he cone lusion of th e conversation, 

I told them that if I were a believin0 Jewish Communis t, I 

would leave Polan~ , in order to enable the Polish proletariat 

to carry out i:;s r -~vo lution unhampered by the presence of so many 

Jews in the ·leacepship of the councry . Practically everyone 

there agreed ·with me, but explained tha:: a true Communist 

cannot leave the firing line. I n other words-- and . this is 

what I want to emphasize--even then, Jews were not reassured 

by their promin~nce in the Governme1.~ and Party. They realized 

the popular ~2scntment of them. 

Eventually, this resentment assumed an iJeological form. 

Jus t ~;c months ago, ~he outstandin~ ideologist of the 

Comraunist Pa.::ty, Andrei Werblin, wrote a s0ries of essays 

in th~ off i •cial Party news paper, laying down a basis for 

anti-Semi t ism i~ the Communist Party , more or less along 

the lines I have indicated. Werblin contributed his own 

"explanation" of why Jews had assumed so many posts of lead2r-
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ship at the oui.:sec. According to him, gentile Communists fought 
the Nazis and were tilled, wounded or captured; whe:-eas Jews 
ran away to Russia and saved themselves. 

A few weeks ago there was a conference in Warsaw of the 
Federation of Fraternal Socialist Societies of the Jews of 
Poland. The organization is little more than a letterhead 
anymore. It has long since ceased publishing books; its 
literary journal , "Yiddishe Shriften'', has been abandoned; 
the daily "Folk.shtimme" has been reduced to a weekly which 
merely reproduces i:he releases of PAT~-the _Polish 
Telegraphic Agency. Actually, t he real business of the 
meeting was to orGanize emigration. That is the trend of 
events, because i:hat is what the Jews want and that is what 
the Polish Governmeut and peo~l~ want. 

The emigration of the remaining Polish Jews involves a 
number of problems. There are some who live off their 
meager Gov-ernmenI: pensions and worry about how they could 
survive in another couutry. Studencs wonder how they · 
could continue their stud~es outside Poland. Some parents 
stay on because they are the sole support of their children. 
Similarly, some parents are dependent on their young. 

These problems require speedy and const~uctive solutions. 
The Government .of Israel, the leadership of the Jewish 
Agency and the Israeli universities are exerting prodigious 
efforts, but they cannot handle these problems by themselves. 
Jewish communities all over the world must also address them
selves to the task. 

I agree with Mr. Kaplan that no special resolution need be 
adopted here, on Poli sh J .ewry. What is needed is action, 
wich the hope that the Polish Government will not place 
barriers in the path of Jews wishing to leave that country. 

A report on Czechoslovakia was then rendered by Mr. 
Armand Kaplan, whose remarks were not recorded--at 
his request. 

The meeting adjourned for lunch and the delegates were 
asked to reconvene in mid-afternoon. 
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SUNDAY AFTERNOON 

The final ses~ipn, was called t -0: - or.der .at 2: 30 p.m., presided over b,y Dr. Willfam'. f-. •. We:xl'er . ...• ; .. • -
: ... 

Mr. Andre Jabes the.11 _ address.~'d the . delegates on the sub
ject: "The situation 'of t_h~- 'Jews _· in Arab .countries". The 
text of hjs ~peeth; , as trarismitted by his of fice to us, follows: · • • 

. * . * *ANDRE JAPES*. * .*· 

Instead of reviewing the situation o~ the . Jews in all 
Ar ab countries, .review ~!1_ich has been made to you six 
months ago, I shall speak only on the two countries 
wher~ ·iom~thing worth repbiting bas happened. ·: I refer 
to IrJq aµd Egypt. May I add that much . of what I shall 
say is al:ready known to most of yo"u. Furthermore, the 
representativ~s of_ AJDC, United Hias and th~ jewish 
Agencj invited at this meeting may want to .add something. 

I R A Q 
. . 

·rt was known oh Jan~ary 27, that 14 Iraqis · hRd'been 
ex~cute~, among them 9 Jews. Together with the sad news 

· of the. hangin~ came the horrible detail~. Everybody knew 
t hat the Jews were innocent and that being under permanent 
strict police control they could materially not act as 
spies. They had only been pr csecut~d as . an alibi for· the 
action taken against political opponents brc:.- ded as spies 
for Israel. It had been a parody of j ustice. The Jews 
had not been enabled to present their defence. When the 
time of tanging came, the rabb i who had been summoned 
was not allowed to recite prayers because,requested to 
recite t hem in Arabic,he answered t hat this could not be 
done. Then the corpses r e~a i ~ed exposed for hours in a 
public square. All Iraqis were r epeatedly invited by 
loudspeakers to gather and participate a l l together 
in that day of victory and joy. Lorries went out to 
collect workers from factories and students from schools 
and universities and bring them on the scene until it 
became a sinister huge gathering at the center of which 
the gallows with the bodies hang ing, the Jews wearing 
the indication that thev were Jews. This last detail 
gave the lie to the Iraqis and to the Arabs and their 
friends who said that the victi~s had not been executed 
as Jews · but as criminals. 

Again the Israeli Gove:-n!Ilen-: and all the Jewish organ
izations appealed to t he leaders of t he world, the Pope, 
and the World Council of Churches, the Emperor of 
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Ethiopia, Marsha11 . tito, · Mr, Ceauses.cu, Mr. Erlander, 
Mr. Klaus, Mrs. Gandhi• Mr. R.ogers·. Mr . .Gromyko, Mr. 
Stewart, Mr. Debre. the appeal went also to U Thant 
and to the UN Human Rights Commission, · to ·the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees, the Council of Europe, the 
Inter.national Committe of the Red Cross, the Trade 
Unions, the World Federation of United Nations Associations, 
the International Commission of Jurists, the 
Quakers, Amnesty International. 

Most Jewish communities called upon to do so intervened 
with their own government, with the United Nations, with 
-their national Red Cross Societies. Religious ceremonies 
were held; meetings and mass rallies of protest took place. 
Dr. Nahum Goldmann and other Jewish leaders visited heads 
of states, prime ministers, Foreign Affairs ministers 
and representatives of the Churches. 

Action by the Jews W?S undertaken in Israel, the USA, 
Canada, France, the UK, Germany, Italy, Switzerland, 
Austria., Belgium, . the · Netherlands, Rumania, Greece, 
Scandinavia including Finland, Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay, 
Chile, Mexico and most Latin American countries, India, 
Australia, South Africa etc .... 

All these approaches and requests had three aims: 

1. To bring about general and public protests against 
the inhuman behaviour of the Iraqis. 

2. To prevent further trials or executions of Jews. 
3. To obtain that· all Jews be allowed to emigrate from 

Iraq -and Syria and Egypt. 

At the Geneva session of the UN Human Rights Commission 
a written statement concerning the right to emigrate 
was submitted by 5 organizations: the World Jewish Con
gress, the International League for the Rights of Man, 
the International Council of Jewish Women, the Co
ordinating Board of Jewish organizations and the Women's 
International League for Peace and Freedom. Later at the 
same sef.sion an oral statement was made by Dr. Perlzweig. 

The responses to all this action was that many public 
statements were made. But also many discrete interventions 
took place and were sometimes more efficient than the 
public utterances. 

Because of the general reaction of horrow and disgust 
even in the Arab countries the honging and its conditions 
were criticized. Not because Jaws had been victims of 
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such savage action, but because according to the words 
of the Egyptian and Lebanese leaders and press agencies, 
it would harm the Arab cause in the propaganda field. 
The Iraqis complained bitterly that their "Arab brothers" 
did not jqin t~em in their - rejoicing for their victory 
but they added with arrogance that they would continue 
to hang Israeli - and · Zionist spies. ~-. 

However, the first result of . the . wor ld.wide Jewish action 
was that no more Jews were prosecuted, although trials 
against Iraqi political _oppoijents continued, ending 
with more hangings . . 

Another immediate result ,was that many countries • 
announced either publicly or in private that they were 
prepared -to receive the Jews who would emigrate from 
Iraq, Syria or Egypt. , 

Some time later . th~ Iraqi · Ieaders instead pf uttering 
only threats against the Iraqi Jews, said that the Jews 
were free citizens equal . to their Moslem brethen and 
lived happily in Iraq. This new theme of propaganda 
went along with publicity given to so~called interviews 
with a terrorized elderly chief rabbi or with some 
pitiful frightened Jew expressing his thanks to the 
Iraqi Government and people for their kindness towards 
the Iraqi Jews. 

However the Jewish action continued. The "Shloshim" was 
commemorated everywhere and interventions were repeated 
concentrating more and more on the departure of the Jews. 

But tirr.e was passing and the material situation of the 
Jews in Iraq was deteriorating. Those who had been 
paupers remained paupers. Those who had been better off 
and had been able to help their brethren were becoming 
paupers themselves. Indeed the material situation of 
the Jews in Iraq has become a cause for deep concern 
for the Jewish organizations and particularly those 
specialized in relief. 

Recently there were two new developments in Iraq that 
are nrobablv due to the Jewish unceasing action: The 
firsi is th~t the Iraqi Government has abrogated 2 anti
Jewish laws. One of 1967 concerning the loss of Iraqi 
nationality for some categories of Jews and the other 
the 1968 law prohibiting the selling by the Jews of 
their immovable property. These two anti-Jewish laws 
were attributed to the previous Arab regim~. 
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Obviously in itself this step may ~ean nothing .since 
harassing, bullying and persecuting is not only done 
by laws. But psychologically it is meaningful inasmuch 
as the Iraqis went out of their way to adopt a new law 
rescinding two anti-Jewish previous laws. 

The second development is that Iraqi Jews have been 
allowed to register for leaving the country. Nearly 

. 60% (1500} have registered ~lready. · Nobody can tell 
what that step means. Maybe it was intended as a trap 
against the Jews, so that later -they may be branded as 
traitors who wanted to betray their country in going to 
Israel? Maybe it was only a propaganda gesture to couter
act our own action demanding th~ right to emigrate? 
Maybe it is just an Iraqi miscalculation because they 
thought only a handful of Jews would dare register which 
would prove that all the others lived happily in Iraq? 
But maybe also the Iraqis really think that for their 
own reasons they should •stop .persecuting t he Jews and . 
let them go. We have been told that the Iraqi ,' :overnment 
will allow 100 to 150 Jews to . depart before the end of 
1969. We shall know better the intentions of the Iraqi 
Government in the near future. For the time being the 
registration has had no follow up. We can only .hope 
for the best in that respect . . 

Meanwhile I think we must continue our action in favour 
of the Jews in Iraq because it is the only way to achieve 
results. Whatever one t~inks of the effectiveness of 
our action, the only alternative is to keep quiet and 
it is certainly not in keeping quiet that we shall bring 
about a solution to the sad situation of the Jews in Iraq. 

E G Y P T 
' . 

There were about 1200 Jews left in Egypt. About 225 
of them were still i n prison in Toura without ever having 

.been accused of anything or tried. Since the end of Dec
ember 1967 almost no Jew was released fron prison. How
ever at that time the non-imprisoned Jews were allowed 
to emigrate. Sudden1y at th~ end of Septemb~r 1968 the 
departure of the ~on-imprisoned Jews was al~o stopped 

-except for those who had a foreign nationality prior to 
June 1967. This last condition is explained QY the fact 
that the . Spanish Government _ offered Spanish passports to 
all Jews desirous to go. -With the above mentioned con
dition the Jews having such a passport as the Spanish 
Consul would provide, would not be allowed to depart. 
However the non-imprisoned Jews are not persecuted. 
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At that time the condition of the Jews in t~e Toura 
prison was not as bad as it had been from June to Nov
ember 1967 in other prisons but it was still a prison 
and even more _a prison maintained on Arab standards. 
On the other hand, by September ·1968 the imprisoned Jews 
:were growing iIT'patient a11d disco1.iraged. The fact that 
there were no more releases was a terrible blow to their 
morale. All the more so because even then neither a 
UN representative nor a delegate of the ICRC was allowed 
to visit them. 

Again the Israeli Government as well as the International 
Jewish Organizations made repeated demarches with United 
Nations and other various international agencies and 
many governments. We also asked our member Jewish Com
munities and organizations to intervene with their 
respective governments requesting them to press the 
Egyptian Government to release the imprisoned Jews and 
to let all Jews depart if they so desire. Of all the 
actions taken in response to the demarches which had 
been made, three of them were apparently particularly 
effective, those taken by the French Government, the 
Spanish Government and the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees. Many other interventions took place but 
these three appeared to be the most energetic, persistent 
and fruitful. 

However for some time no result was achieved. The reason 
for stopping Jewish emigration was not even known. It 
was reported that the decision to resume the departure 
of the Jews needed Nasser's personal_ signature which 
was not forthcoming. On the other hand, the only answer 
received by those ~ho intervened was that the Jews would 
,;oon be re~eased in small groups an·d allowed to leave as 
before. But notwithstanding that repeated promise the 
imprisoned Jews were not set free or allo~ed to depart. 

Then in February 1969 it was reported that 127 Jews had 
been transferred from the Toura prison to the Barrages 
prison. I must explain that for some. mysterious reasons 
the Jews about to be released we~e first transferPed to 
the Barrages prison before their release. Therefore the 
transfer of the 127 Jews was goo4 news because it was 
a sign that they would soon be set free. 

The 127 Jews were all stateless, which might indicate 
that the Egyptian authcri t1 es ~-.1ere mindful of the fact 
that the stateless Jews~ onc6 they ~e parted f~oa Egypt~ 
would iall wit~i~ t~e terms of reference for the High 
Commissioner for Refugees mandate. 
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I must recall that at the end of 1967, at ·a time when 
.the .United Nations Secretary General still thought an 
inquiry could be made in Arab countries concerning the 
Jews living th~re, Mr. Gussing ~as appointed and in 
his report .he states the Egy~tain negative answer to 
_his enquiry. He was told that. the Jews having a foreign 
passport were under the sole authority .of their government; 
those who were stateless were under the sole authority 
of the UN High Commissioner for Ref~gees; those who were 
Egyptians under the sole authority of the Egyptian govern
ment. Thus the latter .recognized the competPnce of the 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees for the stateless Jews 
in Egypt although this could be legally debated. 

But the .~xplanation of the f~ct that only stateless Jews 
were transfene<l could have motives of internal Egyptian 
policy. Some groups (Moslem ·Brotherhood; young officers 
etc.) ' are for the hard line towards the Jews. Some 
other groups feel that Egypt should get rid of the Jews 
in order to avoidc international criticism and become 
stronger in its propaganda and political fight against 
Israel. • In this situation the Egyptian Government 
might have decided for a compromise decision which was 
to free the stateless Jews (which were about 60% to 65% 
of the total) and only them. 

However after the transfer of the 127 Jews from the Toura 
prison to the Barrages prison nothing more happened. 
Still the Jews were .not set free and (unless with a 
foreign passport) they were not allowed to leave the 
country. For many weeks the ·situation remained the same 
and the 127 Jews in the Barrages prison were growing 
desperate because th~ cond i tions iri ' t he Barrages prison 
were worse than in the Toura prison. On the other hand, 
if their stay at the Barrages prison w~s a pre-condition 
to their release, it would have been .. countet-productive 
for them to ask for their return to the Toura prison. 

Then suddenly in April 1969 it was known that a certain 
number of Jews from the Barrages prison were allowed to 
depart and that all the other · Jews from th~t same 
prison would follow in small groups. It was stressed 
that the continuation of that process might be jeopardized 
if there was any indiscreet talk about it. At the same 
time . one of the diplomats appro~ched by the World Jewish 
Congies~ announced to us the same news. He also added 
that utmost discretion w~s indispensable if we wanted to 
avoid a new stoppage of the departure of the Jews. 

Discretion was indeed observed and in a few weeks time 
all the 127 Jewish inmates of the Barrages prison were 
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released and (except for four of them) safely in 
Europe. Most of them carried Spanish passports which 
had been offered by the Spanish consulate. At the same 
time the Egyptian Government let the close members of 
the faillili~s of the freed men emigrate to rejoin their 
bread winners. That means of course that the non
imprisoned Jew who was not related to a released Jew 
or was not dependent for his living on a released Jew 
was not allowed to emigrate. 

More recently anot~er 8 Jews from the Toura jrison were 
also released which brings the total to about 135, as of 
July 11, 1969. As to the total of the members of families, 
it is about 175 to 180. 

We have therefore two questions unanswered: 

1) What will happen with the 80/85 Egyptian Jews 
still in the Toura prison? 

2) What will happen to · the Jews who are not closely 
related to released Jews and therefore have not been 
allowed to leave since September 1968? 

We know that everything is slow in Egypt when administra
tive action is needed, when documents must be collected, 
when evidence must be produced. So whatever our reluc
tance we must be patient. But we should keep the situa
tion under constant review. If Jews continue coming 
out even in limited numbers, we should remain discreet 
as we were asked to. If on the contrary the situation 
becomes frozen again, meaning if in the future we ascer
tain that a certain number of Jews remain in prison and 
that some Jews are not allowed to leave the country, 
then we shall have to resume our action. 

I wish, before ending, to say that in this painful 
problem of the Jews in the Arab countries, cooperation 
has been continuous and harmonious with the representa
tives of Israel both in Jerusalem and abroad, and since 
we are in Geneva, I must mention particularly in this 
respect Ambassador Kidron. The same thing must be said 
of the relations with major Jewish organizations such 
as AJDC, United Hias, and the Jewish Agency, and 
this is most gratifying. 
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Mr. Leonard Seidemann and Mr. Louis Horowitz then gave 
off-the-record supplementary reports. Mssrs. Z. Divon, 

Gerald Falk, Sol Kanee, and Sir Barnett Janner gave addi
tional information as-to - activities undertaken in their 
respective countries on this matter. 

Following these reports, Mr. Herman Edelsberg was asked 
to address the delegates on the NGO's at the United 
Nations and the implications. 

***HERMAN EDELSBERG* * * 

I personally belong to those who have not attributed too 
much importance to our holding NGO status at the United 
Nations. And yet, the Arabs and the Soviets seem to have 
taken a different position. They are doing everything in 
their power to drive the Coordinating Board of Jewish 
Organizations out of the UN. Perhaps, therefore, my 
position has been wrong; perhaps NGO status is important 
after all. 

Two years ago the American press broke the story that the 
CIA was funding various organizations and someone within 
the United Nations suggested a review of the various NGO's 
to see whether they were receiving any funds from the CIA. 
It was quickly established that this suspicion was with
out foundation. But the Russians used this opportunity 
to open the question of the status of the NGO's. 

In March 1969, a relevant UN committee reviewed the status 
of the various NGO's and gave everyone a hard time-
especially Agudath Israel, whose status was lowered. (There 
are various degrees of NGO representation.) The World 
Jewish Congress's status was reconfirmed, as was WIZO's, 
the former by a 4-3 vote. The Coordinating Board 6f 
Jewish Organizations (Board of Deputies of British Jews, 
B'nai B'rith, and the South African Jewish Board of 
Deputies) lost by one vote. At a subsequent vote, the 
issue was deadlocked by a 4-4 vote and the fight around 
the CBJO continued. It is my understanding that the 
Agudath Israel was approached subsequently and told they 
could regain their previous status if they would separate 
themselves co~pletely from their pro-Israel activities; 
the Agudath Israel refused. 

The vulnerable aspect of the CBJO is that some B'nai 
B'rith documents were stolen and delivered into the hands 
of the Arabs and Soviets; these documents only reveal that 
B'nai B'rith is deeply concerned about Israel and the 
welfare of its people. 

The Russians are also opposed to the CBJO because B'nai 
B~~h is in the forefront of the attacks against the 
Soviets in connection with their anti-Semitic policies. 
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At one of the later stages _of this controversy, the 
Arabs suggested an a mend~e nt to o fi e of the p~ndi~ g 
resolutions, t hen asked ~hat this ame n dme n t be sent 
back to corrmittee for ~tudi. ~f t e r thi~ step was in 
fact underta ken, , t h ey fur~~er sµggested that pending 
the co 1amittee' s· :qiport on the re.solution, the CBJO should 
be excluded from United Nations sessions. 

During this wholi debate--despite the fact that the Board 
of Deputies of British Jews is a member of the CBJO--the 
British Governmen~ remained cool. 

s ·rR · ~ARNETT JAN NER 

I am surprised to hear this and will check into it. 

* * *HERMAN EDELSBERG* .* * 

We saw many gov e rnment a l representatives in this connection. 
The American delegation told us that it is their interpre
tation that pending ~he· final decision, B'nai B'rith 
should enjoy its previous status. A vote was taken which 
resulted in a tie (11-11). ~eanwhile, we are awaiting the 
report from the co~mittee and the CBJO is without its 

'·· 

previous status. 

I wish to un derl i ne t hat we have here an attack on all 
the NGO's. If the NGO's will be intimi dated and will 
not be able to s peak out on the issues of concern to them, 
then the c on cep t of NGO's will ha ve b een co mp romised and 
their u s efulne s s eliminated, for all practical purposes. 
The f"i gh t _w_e are ·now con duet i ng is there fore a fight for 
all NGO's and I earnestly ho p e we can count on the support 
cf everyone around t h e tab le of COJO. 

RESOLUTIONS 
Dr. ~aurice Perzwei g was then given the floor to report 
back on the work of the Resolutions Committee. Dr. 
Perl zwei g thanked his committee members for their invalu
able assistance and p=esented the resolutions, which were 
then de b ated. Please see pages I-~I for the full text 
of the variou s resolutions as amended and unanimously 
adopted by t h e plenum. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Mr. i1 onroe Abbey p r oposed t hat all COJO officers continue 
in their present offic e and express e d appreciation for the 
fine work done during th e past yea ~ . Mr. Abbey further 
asked that Ing. Gregorio Faig on a lso serve as an officer. 

The recommendations a s proposed by Mr. Abbey were seconded 
by Mr. Eugene Weill and unanimously approved by the plenum. 
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The following is a list of off{~~isi . 

Dr. Nahum Go.ldmann, chairman 
Mr. Louis Pincus, co-ch~irman , 
Dr. William A. Wexler, co-~hairman 
Ing. Gregorio Faigon, vice-chairman 
Alderman Michael M. Fidler, ·iic~~chairman 
Mr. Yehuda Hellman, secretary-general 

Mr. Abbey gave Mr. Hellman a special word of thanks 
for his key role in continuing the work of COJO and 
keeping this important group together. 

Following the election of officers, Mr. Abbey suggested 
that the role of the youth in Jewish life be discussed 
at the next meeting of COJO. 

Dr. Gerhart M. Riegner then gave an off-the-record 
report on the Second Meeting with the World Council 
of Churches. 

**~discussion*** 

RABBI JAY KAUFMAN 

This is a very difficult problem we are raising because 
relation~ with the Protestant church are worsening. We 
must b e certain to have the subject of Protestant/Jewish 
relations on our agenda again. 

RABBI ISRAEL MILLER 

We need to have in the future a country-by-country report 
to be followed by a general discussion. 

DR. WILLIAM WE XLER 

First, I want to thank Dr. Riegner for his report. 

Next year we must discuss the problem of Protestant/ 
Jewish relations from a general point of view with a 
country-by-country report. Outside experts should also 
be invited because this is a very important subject 
to all of us. 
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s u m m a t i o n 

***DR. WILLIAM WEXLE R*** 

We have just now concluded here three days of important 
discussions. Our agenda was very well prepared and we 
all appreciate the background material and documents 
which were submitted by our secretariat. This was a 
very well organized meeting and I want to express my 
appreciation. 

***ISAIAH MINKOFF* * * 

I want to express my appre ci ation, as a delegate, for 
the interesting three days I have spent here. We had 
good meetings and a very worthwhile agenda. I also 
want express commendations to those who arranged the 
meeting. I hope ~tAt future meetings will be as good. 
On behalf of all the delegates, I e xpress our thanks 
to iehuda Hellman. 

The July 1969 COJO Ple nary Session adjourned at 5:45 p .m. 
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R E S O L U T I O N S 

SOVIET JEWRY 

This Conference, representin9 Jewish communities in all 

parts of the world, expresses its profound indignation at the 

Soviet anti-Semitic campaign, masquerading as ''anti-Zionism". 

It condemns the use of anti-Jewish prejudice as an instrument 

of both Soviet internal and foreign policy; and is particularly 

disturbed by the effects of this propaganda on neighbouring 

countries. Poland is only the most outstanding example of the 

way in which anti-Semitism has been used to undermine and 

destroy organized Jewish life, and East Germany has become 

an instrument of anti-Jewish and anti-Israel propaganda. 

The Conference expresses admiration for the courageous 

and dignified affirmation of Jewish identity made by increasing 

numbers of Soviet Jews and expresses its brotherly solidarity 

with them. 

The Conference appeals urgently to the Soviet leadership 

to halt the dangerous incitement to anti-Jewish prejudice in 

the Soviet Union, to allow the emigration of Jews who feel 

that they could only fulfill their destiny in Israel. It urges 

also that all obstacles should be removed which still prevent 

many people from leaving the country in order to be reunited with 

their families abroad. Finally the Conference urges the Soviet 

Government to implement the constitutional rights of Soviet 

Jews to maintain and develop their national culture, to educate 

their children in the history, languages and traditions of 

their Jewish heritage, to obtain the facilities and the require

ments essential for the practice of Judaism and the maintenance 

of its spiritual tradition. 
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RESOLUTIONS (cont.) 

JEWS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

The Conference records its continued deep concern 

at the situation of Jewish communities in a number of 

Arab countries, particularly Syria and Iraq. Subjected 

as the Jews in these countries are to discriminatory 

administrative and legislative measures, they have been 

reduced to a tragic situation, in which many of them are 

languishing in prison and most are deprived of the oppor

tunity of earning a livelihood, and are in numerous ways 

subjected to the pressures of a hostile environment. 

We address a most urgent appeal to the appropriate 

intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, 

with responsibilities in the field of humanitarian 

assistance, to use all the means available to them to 

seek from these governments the possibility of enabling 

them to emigrate to lands in which they can build a 

new life in freedom. 
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RESOLUTIONS (cont.) 

STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS 

The Conference takes note of the legislation enacted 

by the Federal Republic of Germany which in the future 

outlaws the application of a statute of limitations to 

the crime of genocide, and it notes also the extension 

by ten years of the period before which the existing statute 

can grant immunity to those guilty of murder. 

The Conference must, however, record its shock that 

recent changes in the Penal Law and the interpretation of 

Courts on these changes will provide immunity from prosecu

tion to numerous persons guilty of murder, particularly 

the administrators of the extermination machine of European 

Jewry who are being tried as accessories to their heinous 

crimes. 

It becomes all the more important, therefore, that the 

German authorities should use every legal and administrative 

resource at their command to bring to justice all criminals 

who were associated with murder during the holocaust. 

The memory of the holocaust will remain a factor of 

grave importance in the relations between the German and the 

Jewish people. 
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RESOLUTIONS (cont.) 

NGO CONSULTATIVE STATUS AT THE U.N. 

The Conference deplores and regrets the recent attack 

on the consultative status of non-governmental organizations 

at the United Nations by a group of states. The Conference 

desires to place on record its appreciation of the vigorous 

defence by a number of other states of these non-governmental 

organizations which had made significant contributions to the 

work of the U.N. In particular the Conference expresses its 

satisfaction with the protest of these states against the 

manifest hostility exhibited against Jewish and Catholic 

organizations by certain Communist representatives. 

The Conference draws attention to the fact that the 

Coordinating Body of Jewish Organizations has still not 

been granted normal consultative status and will continue 

to be under attack. The Conference urges its member 

organizations to support the Coordinating Board in its 

affirmation of its right to discharge its duty in the U.N. 

as an organization dedicated to the defence of Jewish 

communities and human rights in general. 
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RESOLUTIONS (cont.) 

INFORMATION ON ISRAEL 

In view of the campaign of misrepresentation 

and distortion unleashed in recent months against 

Israel, the Conference calls on its member organi

zations to redouble their efforts in the fields of 

information and education in order to ensure that 

Israel's just cause and the policy and record on 

which it is based, shall be widely known and under

stood, and that the false and malicious charges 

which have been disseminated shall be refuted by the 

publication of the truth. 

- V -



• 

RESOLUTIONS (cont.) 

ISRAEL 

The Conference reaffirms its wholehearted support 

of the State of Israel in its struggle for security 

within frontiers which shall be both secure and 

recognized. As representatives of Jewish communities 

throughout the world, we see in Israel not only the 

repository of the millenial hopes of the Jewish people 

but the indispensable instrument to ensure the crea

tive survival of the ideals and values which are the 

glory of the Jewish heritage. 

We therefore renew our pledge to support Israel 

in its effort to secure a peace which shall be at 

once just, honourable and genuine. Such a peace 

must be negotiated by the parties to the conflict 

and embodied in a treaty containing provisions which 

shall be contractually binding on the signatories. 
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