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This year, as in the past, the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jew-
ish Organizations enjoyed the cooperation, support and participation of all its 32
constituent members. Without them the achievements recorded in the following
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pages would not have been possible. ' munity, underlined with great pride his country’s vote at the U.N. General As-
sembly the previous November opposing the “Zionism is racism” resolution.

Prepared by JOANNE JAHR




a just and lasting peace; (2) A strong Israel was a necessary precondition tor free
negotiations; (3) Some form of security margin was needed to protect Israel in
the case of enemy attack; (4) No foreign guarantees were accentable as a substi-

In response to a question about his article “Israel: Defer
October 1976 issue of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Allon said his m
to underscore “to our friends as well as to our foes the imp
and topography to the defense of Israel. . . . The point was to stress tnat aeren-
sible borders are indispensible to Israel’s security even in an age of the most so-
phisticated weapons of destruction.” In Mr. Allon’s judgment the development
of advanced ground weaponry made strategic depth more important than ever.
“I also sought to make clear that whatever international guarantees are offered
to Israel in any settlement plan cannot be a substitute for defensible borders but
only an addition to them,” he concluded.

One month later, Ambassador Dinitz addressed the Conference of Presidents,
this time to bring its members up-to-date on the crisis in Lebanon. “Israel’s posi-
tion,” he said, “is a simple one. It is for the independence and integrity of Leba-
non.” The Israeli envoy gave additional details of Israel’s “Good Fence” program
under which medical aid and other assistance was being offered to Arab victims
of the bloodletting in Lebanon.

Hard on the heels of the briefing by Ambassador Dinitz came a meeting that
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over the 1d§l few years which have entailed tangible concessions in return for an
indeterminate future.



divorce. At the same time, he said, it was “unwise” for the U.S. to engage in pres-
sure which imposes threats that may have “counterproductive” and “pernicious”
effects on an intimate relationship.

ment. You know of my interest and concern for the Jewis

abroad. I would appreciate your continued advice and sup

during the many difhcult days which 1 know await me in th

warmest regards and many thanks, (and, handwritten, “I nope we xeep
touch!”) Zbigniew Brzezinski.”

Another appointment welcomed by the Presidents Conference was that of Cy-
rus R. Vance as Secretary of State. In a statement, Rabbi Schindler said he was
“very much pleased” by the appointment of “a man of good judgment, a superb
negotiator.”

In an off-the-record meeting of the Conference of Presidents on December 8,
Israeli Defense Minister Shimon Peres said he was optimistic that President-elect
Carter would honor his commitments to help Israel. Israel was willing and ready
to go to Geneva and prepared to make compromises for peace, Mr. Peres said,
but would not sacrifice its essential interests for the sake of favorable headlines.

Later that month, Ambassador Simcha Dinitz returned to the Presidents Con-
ference for another report on the Lebanese crisis and the political implications
developing from it. The Israeli diplomat drew attention to both the positive and
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been impressedl by the U.‘N. Ambassador’s knowledge of the subject, canddr and
forthrightness.



In addition, meetings were held with six key Ambassado
ed for or abstained on the anti-Zionist resolution and teleg
U.N. Ambassadors of 37 Black African and Asian nation
link Zionism with apartheid and other forms of racial discr.......
of the U.N.’s Decade Against Racism.

On October 19, Chaim Herzog, Israel’s Ambassador to the United Nations,
and Ambassador Scranton addressed the Conference of Presidents at a meeting
attended not only by its 32 constituent members but by the media as well. Gover-
nor Scranton said that if the Arabs tried to link Zionism to apartheid or to revive
the Zionism-is-racism resolution in any other way or form, the United States was
“determined” to fight against it because “it’s wrong, absolutely wrong, and we
will not allow it.” He also stated that the United States would “strongly oppose”
any new effort to adopt the report of the Committee on the Exercise of the In-
alienable Rights of the Palestinian People, the so-called “Committee of Twenty.”
He recalled that the U.S. had already vetoed it in the Security Council.

Ambassador Herzog, speaking after Governor Scranton, charged that the
United Nations Secretariat was being “Arabized” and that this trend threatened
to make it a “world center of anti-Semitism.” This “sinister development,” he
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many of whom told the Arabs they would not support any proposals aimed at
worsening Israel’s position in UNESCO or prevent it from becoming a member
of the European group.



of his Third World colleagues of “double-faced hypocrisy™

for singling out Israel while ignoring South Africak
massive commercial and arms traffic with the rest of the
world, including Arab and Communist states.

Item: UNESCO condemns Israel’s educational policies in
the West Bank and accuses Israel of “cultural assimila-
tion.” In fact, the curriculum, teachers and administrators
in West Bank schools are all Jordanian. When the Arab
states proposed an investigation by UNESCO, Israel
agreed.The Arabs then reversed themselves and UNESCO
voted to condemn Israel without an in igation.

Item: The United Nations General Assembly adopts a
resolution calling on Israel to empty out the modern
homes and apartments it built for the Arabs of Gaza and
return them to the stums and hovels in which they were
forced to live for nearly 20 years under Egyptian rule.
In fact, the Arabs of Gaza are buying the homes Israel
has built for them —buying them with earnings from
Jobs made possible by Israel’s success in ending unem-
ployment in the Gaza Strip.

90-16 TODISMEMBER ISRAEL

Perhaps the most grotesque action taken by the General Assembly
during its current session was Wednesday's 90 to 16 vote (with 30 absten-
tions) to adopt a report by the so-called *UN Committee on the Exer:
of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People.
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It is gratifying that most of the co
minority at the UN —refused to go alo
scheme. But it is profoundly disturbiny
created to secure world peace should
that sees the UN only as a political we: |
and international anti-Semitism.

Today it is the UN itself that poses a grave threat to world peace. The

irony of this sad truth will not be lost upon the citizens of America whose
taxes help keep the UN in business.

If you share our concern about the UN as a grave danger to world peace,
please use this coupon.

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindl

er, Chairman
Conference of Presidents of Major
American Jewish Organizations

Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022

Please send information on what I can do to help. Here is my contribution to
carry this message to others around the country and around the world.

Name___

Address =

City & State — Zip

CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS

Concerned by the invitation to the P.L.O., Arthur J. Levine, acting chairman
of the Conference of Presidents in the absence of Rabbi Schindler, sent a tele-
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ing.
Mr. Young began by reminiscing on his childhood as a dentist’s son in New
Orleans and his realization that the problems of Jews and Rl~cl Amovicane cavn

UIESSES LU UIE FIESIUCILS GOIIIETENce T0HOWING tNEIr respectve party conven-
tions. He recalled that, in 1972, Senator George McGovern, the Democratic
nominee, had addressed the Conference and that in 1968 both Richard M. Nix-
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Rabbi Schindler greets Jimmy Carter at the Presidents Conference meeting with the Dem-
ocratic Presidential nominee in Boston. Left to right: Senator Edwe=? M ¥ ommade /Ty

self-confident community of Jews. We are a contented comn
lot has fallen on pleasant places, because America has been |
this is a great land, a bounteous land, a land of infinite endow:

“But we are also a generation that has been most grievously wounaea. 1n our
lifetime—with our own eyes, as it were—we saw the annihilation of one-third of
our people, the wanton slaughter of six million Jews; men, women, little chil-
dren—one million children. . . . We rose from our ashes, determined to live in
spite of itall. A state, a haven of refuge for our people was created, and we live.

“Wherever there is a Jewish community which is embattled, we will come to its
aid. Wherever there is a single Jew in danger, in whatever country or continent,
in the remotest corner of our far-flung globe, there will we find him, there will
we reach out to him offering our hand, our heart, our very lives. Never more will
it be said: ‘that we had eyes but did not see, that we had ears but did not hear,
that we had mouths, but that we failed to speak.’

“This is the sacred cause which unites us, the Jews of America, and Jews of the
world.

“What do we want in a President?

aegis or under the sovereignty ot Jordan itself.”

Five weeks later, upon Mr. Carter’s election, Rabbi Schindler sent him the fol-

lowing message of congratulations:
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In June 1976, Administration officials revealed that Saudi Arabia was seeking
to purchase massive amounts of sophisticated arms from the United States glv-
ing that country one of the most potent military air system; "
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Atherton, Jr., testlfymg before the Foreign Relations Comr

the proposed sale as “appropriate and responsible” but Se-

(R.-N.J.) and Hubert H. Humphrey (D.-Minn.) charged that

ericks to Saudi Arabia would be a “disturbing and a potentially destabilizing fac-
tor in the balance of power equation in the Middle East.”

Their efforts to halt the sale of these lethal offensive weapons collapsed, how-
ever, in the face of a warning by Secretary of State Kissinger that such an action
could undermine Administration policy in the Middle East. With the Senate
committee unwilling to act, pro-Israel members of the House gave up their at-
tempt to block the sale through the House Committee on International Rela-
tions. Speaking for the Conference of Presidents, Rabbi Schindler accused the
Administration of not exercising “moral leadership” and charged that, on the
contrary, “spokesmen for the executive branch and especially the State Depart-
ment have been actively engaged in appeasement by blocking legislation that
might offend the oil-rich Arab states.”

Thus, in the face of strong White House opposition and the use of delaying
tactics by Ford Administration supporters in Congress, the House and Senate.
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““When the Arab states answer these questions, Israel and the world will know
whether there will be a genuine peace in the Middle East or the kind of ‘peace’
that the Muslims and Christians of Lebanon are endurine
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which perceived these discussions as indicating a serious sct
munity, led the Conference of Presidents to convene a maj
15 on the subject, “Dissent and the American Jewish Commt
sponsibilities.”

To ensure a full airing of the issues, Rabbi Eugene Borowitz of Hebrew Union
College and Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld, immediate past president of the Rabbinical
Council of America, were invited to make comprehensive presentations of their
opposing viewpoints. Rabbi Borowitz argued for full, free and public discussion
of American Jewish differences with Israeli policies. Rabbi Schonfeld held that
any form of dissent was a sign of disunity and therefore dangerous to Israel’s
cause. After a lively discussion from the floor, Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg, presi-
dent of the American Jewish Congress, was called upon by Rabbi Schindler to
summarize and weave together the varying strands of the debate.

Basing himself in part on Rabbi Hertzberg’s summation, Rabbi Schindler said
in a statement issued later that week that “the overwhelming opinion . . . was
that there should be a full and open discussion within the Jewish community of
all the issues pertaining to Israel and its policies. . . . Even as Israel is an open,

— o SRR
el's constant quest for a just, stable and lasting peace based on secure and defen-
sible borders, the Presidents Conference statement said that “this will only come
about through direct discussion by the countries concerned, not by unrepresen-
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the leaders of American ]e-wish organizations and asserted that the issue of meet-
ing with the P.L.O. had been argued intensely. The following day, the Times
corrected the record. “Because of an error in editing,” the Ti—-- '~ '
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o
of Presidents Conference leaders then in Israel.

New Yorkers, marking the American Bicentennial with a
Ships” and sundry flotillas of foreign naval vessels, greeted t
cessful raid with words like “stunning,” “unbelievable, magniticent,” “"a mira-
cle,” and “legendary.” And what had begun as a simple reception on July 6 for
the young crews of two Israeli missile boats docked in New York to participate in
the international naval review was spontaneously transformed into a jubilant
celebration.

The co-sponsors of the reception—the Conference of Presidents and the Isra-
eli Consulate in New York—set a 10:00 p-m. closing hour for the visit, but the
overflow crowd had other ideas. For more than an hour afterward, guests of the
Israeli Naval ships “Yaffo” and “Tarshish” sang and danced with the young Isra-
eli crew members, showering them with kisses and applause and many toasts and
cries of “I'’chayim,” “bravo,” “kol hakavod,” and “hurrah.”

Rabbi Schindler, visiting in Israel on Conference business, declared in a mes-
sage from Jerusalem that the liberation of the hijacked passengers, coming as it
did on the Fourth of July celebration, was of particularly symbolic significance

EEINTS

The C:
of General || fire once again for loose remarks, in October 1976.
During the course of a taped interview with the nationally-syndicated political

Brown . . } . . : ;
cartoonist and writer Ra’anan Lurie, made the previous April and released in
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comments and since the State Department had reaffirmed its “support of Israel,
its security and the close relations that have existed since the founding of Isra-

el concidered the matter tn he claced

UCL TEVIEW. VWILE 1€aVINg ne actalls or ararung and mobiliz
boycott legislation in the capable hands of its constituent ory
the American Jewish Congress and the Anti-Defamation L
ence of Presidents did step in at a crucial moment in its ¢
weight of its 32 members in support of the effort.

The old Export Administration Act had required American companies to re-
port to the Department of Commerce any requests to comply with Arab boycotts
or other demands. And while Jewish groups and Congressional committees had
sought to make these reports public, the Ford Administration refused to do so.
Then, in the second television debate with Jimmy Carter, President Ford an-
nounced that henceforth the names of those companies would be made public.
But, while the Executive Order would call attention to those corporations that
surrendered to the boycott pressures, there was still—in the words of a statement
issued by the Presidents Conference—“no law that protects American companies
from Arab pressure to stop trading with Israel and to stop trading with other
U.S. companies trading with Israel.”

Such a law, said Rabbi Schindler in a letter published in the New York Times,
“must become a top priority for the next Congress and Administration no matter

1
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This assertion found few adherents among the French people or press, but the

Giscard government insisted that it considered the matter closed.
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90-minute meeting, Rabbi Schindler informed the Ambassador that “thousands
of members” of the Conference’s 32 constituent agencies “were urging a ban on
travel to France and a boycott of French products in the TTnited Qtarac ” Qinca

en with a letter signed by representatives of the New York

stituent bodies of the Conference of Presidents. The ¢

Gaussen that there were mounting pressures for a boyco

and a ban on travel to France. Spokesman Reich declared: 1 here can be no
doubt of the revulsion that American Jews—and men and women of goodwill of
every race, religion and ethnic origin—feel at the ignoble act that France has
committed in defiance of its own treaty obligations, in disregard of its professed
adherence to the international campaign against terrorism, and in contempt for
the very respect for life and law that has been the hallmark of French civiliza-
tion.”

The Consul-General claimed that the failure of West Germany to apply
through diplomatic channels for Daoud’s extradition left the French court with
no choice but to release him. But Jack Elkin, president of the New York Met-
ropolitan Council of the American Jewish Congress, replied that “France found
a technicality by which to release Abu Daoud. There is no doubt in our minds
that France could have found a technicality to keep him in custody until the ex-
tradition process had been properly completed.”
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throughout his tenure, adding: "1 need not tell you that [the Conterence]1s com-

posed of a rugged group of individualists united only by a wary suspiciousness of

all forms of government.” Acknowledging Ambassador Dinitz’ remarks. Dr.

vre
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stunned silence. Then, over tumultuous and hearttelt applause, Rabb1 Schin-
dler, speaking for all, concluded the luncheon: “We have sought our brother
and we have found him,” he said, “and we are profoundly orateful for this ex-

ing the Israeli Prime Minister to the United States.

reach a unified position that would avoid polarizing the American Jewish com-
munity and that would also avoid polarization between American Jewry, the
world Jewish community, and Israel.
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ment to human rights in his first address to the American people. In February he
sent an eloquent letter of encouragement to Soviet dissident leader Andrei D.
Sakharov. In a telegram to the White House on Februarv 18. Rabbi Schindler

Rabbi Schindler had disclosed that Secretary Vance woul

with Soviet leaders the issue of Soviet Jewry, especially in

paign of vilification against Russian Jews.” Speaking at ¢

March 22, Rabbi Schindler said that the Secretary woulu ve prescueu wiul a
specific list of hard-core Soviet Jewish refuseniks prepared by the Soviet Jewry
research bureau of the NCSJ] and would be asked to intervene on their behalf
with the Soviet authorities.

After the meeting at the State Department, Rabbi Schindler said he and Mr.
Gold were “most pleased” by the Secretary’s response to their requests on behalf
of the Jews of the USSR. Rabbi Schindler vigorously rejected suggestions that
President Carter’s criticism of the state of human rights in the USSR had led to
mounting pressure against Jews by Soviet authorities, including stepped-up ha-
rassment and persecution of Jewish dissidents and emigration activists in the So-
viet Union. He noted that the barring of symposia on Jewish culture in the Soviet
Union, the screening of anti-Semitic films on Soviet television and beatings of
Jews on park benches in Soviet cities all occurred before the President “said a sol-
itary word about Soviet Jews.”

Unlike the buoyant optimism expressed by the world Jewish community after

|
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other minority groups,” he was nevertheless “distressed to note that emigration
expectations have not been fulfilled.” Therefore, while the Conference of Presi-
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Inlate d>eptember, atter hearings betore both the Senate and the Subcommittee
on Trade of the House Committee on Ways and Means, MFN for Romania was
renewed. Regrettably, however, since that time, Romanian Tewish emioration
o 1 & 1 il .

second highest place among all French government officia

States on a ten-day private visit in his capacity as chairmas

Committee for the Rescue of Jews in Arab Lands. His pu

opinion on the suffering of the Jewish communities in Sy.ia anu vuier vuuue
East countries. His host in the United States: the Conference of Presidents. On
May 4, at a reception in his honor given by the Presidents Conference, the
French leader declared: “The time has come to mobilize American public opin-
ion on behalf of Syrian Jewry.”

A resistance fighter in World War II and a leading layman in the French Cath-
olic Church, M. Poher said he was undertaking the campaign because the situa-
tion of Syrian Jewry had not improved since the Six Day War in 1967, when free-
dom of movement was restricted and the right of Jews to leave the country was
strictly forbidden. “We are determined,” M. Poher declared, “to obtain a change
of policy on this issue from the Syrian government and to convince President As-
sad that itis impossible in 1976 to keep people as hostages.”

M. Poher’s visit, which included meetings with members of the U.S. Congress,
helped to dramatize the world-wide concern for the plight of this hostage com-
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the nation’s press. Others provided interpretive background material for hun-

dreds of editorials and columns published on the Middle East situation.

31



32

COJO

dinner on June 23, 1976. Dr. Sage was formerly president
Hamizrachi and had served as a member of the budget and fu
the Presidents Conference. The entire Jewish community j
mourning his loss.

The Presidents Conference continued its role as an observer at the World
Conference of Jewish Organizations (COJO) which met in Jerusalem June
30-July 2, 1976.












t to

ork

nder-
em again

his
1 pos-
could

have



1978















plenty of blame
ion is vastly improved,

and even in Congressional

L <, e i SRR (RIS [ SIS £

would nave said, nas
.gh public office. And

ssarily go hand in hand





