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SU'it-T1mes Editorials 
Friday, Feb. 6, 1976 Page 41 

Figh ing fire-and fear 
Mayor Daley, acting on recommendations 

made by a special committee that in­
vestigated last week's nursing home fire on 
the North Side, has proposed three ordinances 
that wolild help assure the safety of nursing 
home patients. These three measures should 
be promptly enacted and strictly enforced. 

The fiirst would require all new and existing 
nursing homes to install sprinkler systems. 
The Chicago nursing home where 15 persons 
died last Friday had no such system. The Ci­
cero home where six persons were killed 
Wednesday had no sprinkler on the floor 
where the fire broke out. Sprinkler systems 
might have saved live in both fires. 

Under the second proposal, new nursing 
homes would be required to build stairwells 
at the end of corridors. Stairwells would help 

speed evacuation ln case or emergency -a 
critical need in situations involving persons 
whose advanced age and frail health makes 
them most vulnerable to fires. 

The special needs of the aged also are rec­
ognized in the third measure, which would 
require periodic t'rainlng of nursing home em­
ployes in basic fire prevention, evacuation 
and palient care during an emergency. 

The need for these reforms ls highlighted by 
the fact that both tragic fires broke out in 
home that had been found 1n strict com­
pliance with existing safety standards. 

If the three ordinances planned for Chicago 
will help assure safett· nursing homes locally, 
adoption of similar laws on a federal level 
will make the entire nation's nursing homes 

safer. We hope Congress remembers that. 

CT A needs a full-time chief 
James J. McDonough is a longtime crony o! 

Mayor Daley, a former public servant of ex­
perience (streets and sanitation commission­
er) and president of the Murphy Engineering 
Co., where he earns a lot of money. 

Thursday he was named "acting chair­
man" of the Chicago Transit Authority by hls 
fellow board members and thus the vacancy 
created last February when Milton Plkarsky 
moved to the Regional Transportation Au­
thority is filled. 

left and a committee has run the system. 
The CT A now needs a full-time chairman to 

supervise the rehabilitation as well as a gen­
eral manager to run things day by day. That 
chairma:nship. a yearlong victim of the Da­
ley-Gov. Walker Crosstown Expressway feud, 
is too important to go to someone who wlll 
regard it as only secondary. 

A bar to iustice 
It was filled badly. McDonough and George 

Krambles, who was appointed CTA general 
manager, may both be good men for their 
jobs. But there is a problem with the word 
"acting" in McDonough' title. He turned 
down the chairmanship because the law pro• 
vides that the chairman must be a full-time 
official without outside financial interests. 
McDonough was unwilling to give up his cor­
porate presidency. 

It took a story in The Sun-Times to get the 
owners of a Near 1or tl1 Side singles bar, the 
Hangge-Uppe Inc., to promise to let Steve 
Reggi come in for a drink on Fridays. "Control T ewer to Concorde- land Concorde . . . " 

Reggi, a polio victim who walks with 
crutches, had been denied entry - for his 
own safety, the bar said. ow it says Reggi 
and others with handicaps are welcome to do 
what an. one else does al a singles bar on a 
busy, noisy, roistering Friday night. 

Letters: Zionist's clarification 
That .fiurts becau~c the CT\ is not exactly 

your model of a problemless transit system. 
Schedules are unmet. Equipment ls rundown 
and dirty. Many L lines are in bad .repute. 
The problems have worsened since Pikarsky 

Will they really be welcome? The ·'d better 
be. Denying a handicapped person entry to a 
public place meirely becau e of the handicap 
ought to cost that place its public license. 

That's the real hangge-uppe: equality. 

Colem · n's Concorde clumsiness 
If Transportation Sec. William T. Coleman 

Jr. has his way, the British-French super­
sonic transport will begin making six flights 
a day between the L'nited States and Europe 
next month. 

He said this country needed all those trials 
to determine the feasibility of making faster­
than-sound air travel permanent. 

That's not so. The tests need not be done in 
the United States. The British and French, 
who have invested so much time, money and 
prestige in their Concorde, have the respon­
sibility for proving that the plane's noise, vi­
brations and other environmental problem 
are surmountable. The United States can 
monitor those tests elsewhere. 

The Concorde builders reaJJy want to estab­
lish supersonic travel over the lucrative 
North Atlantic airways and undoubtedly feel 
that the 16--month trial Coleman authorized 
will help them establish a market. 

They probably can. The recession aside, 
there are enough rich and foolish travelers 

around to fill some of the Concorde seats In 
the hope of saving a couple of hours in the air 
on an already short flight. 

Coleman's decision missed the point tl1at 
unjustified luxuries are pitted against hard 
realities in this matter. The lu~ry of such 
fast flight should not be permitted at the ex­
pense of extra noise for those living around 
airports. Nor at the expense of the ozone lay­
er, which protects us all. Nor at the expense 
of more quickly using up oil wells, which 
could be drained dry in the lifetimes of chi!· 
dren born this year. • 

The Concorde is noisy, dangerous to the en­
vironment and wasteful. It does not deserve 
approval at a time when air travel should be 
made cheaper, not more expensive; more 
economical in fuel use, not more wasteful; 
more respectful of the environment, not more 
insulting. 

Coleman' decision was not the la t word. 
It should be reversed. 

End bribery's dirty business 
The seam\· side of International business Some agent commissions are legitimate 

was brought to light again Wednesday by a business expenses. But others are no more or 
Senate subcommittee on multinational corpo• less than bribes. And when bribes are paid by 
rations. subsidized companies, they are paid by U.S. 

Documents subpenaed by the committee taxpa~ers. 
showed that Lockheed Aircraft Corp. paid up Unsubsidized companies have done the 

Your editorial, "A Zio11lst on Palestinians," 
misrepresents my pos ition on this issue in the 
Following ways: 
• I never called on the Israeli go\'crnmenL to 
make a major shift in its policies on the Pal­
estinian problem. 
• If I were to recommend a shift on this or 
any other issue, I would do so privately and 
direct!) to the Israeli leadership and not 
through the pages of the public press. 
• I fully concur with the lsraeli position that 
the Palestine Liberation Organization is a ter­
rorist organization pledged to seek Israel's 
destruction and, a such, does not qua!Hy as a 
fit partner in any negotiations. 
• What I did say was that Lhe interests or 
Arab refugees and of the Palestinians can not 
be ignored in the effort to achleve a solutlon 
and that there is no responsible Israeli leader 
who has denied this. Indeed, Israel has done 
more for the Arab refugees than all Arab gov­
ernments with all th ir petrodollars com­
bined. 

I express my dismay that the "distinction" 
between the interests of the Palestinians and 
the PLO has become "blurred in the Ameri­
can mind" and I venture the hope that Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin would address him­
self to this question In order to clarify It, as 
Indeed he did during his address to a 1oint 
session of Congre s. 

Alexander M. chindler, Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of Major 

American Jewish Organizations, ey; York 
EDITO ' OTE: Tl1e assessment that 

Schindler was calling Jor a major policy shift 
1\'as ours. It was based 011 his call for Israel 
lo mal~e "a posilive slatement" on Pales­
tinian refLLgees. The editorial noled t1iat 
Schindler and Lhe Israeli government were i11 
agreeme11t on Paleslinian terrorism,. 

to $7 million to Yoshlo Kodama, described by same ldnd of thing. The chairman ,and chief 
the committee as a leader of a right-wing executive officer of Gulf Oil Co. resigned last Patien t /D's a must 
militarist political faction in Japan. Some of month after disclosures that Gul! had a slush Reports on the fire in the Wincrest ur ing 
the money was used to help Lockheed sell its fund that paid $12.3 million to politicians in Home indicate the anguish because there was 
airplanes in Japan. the United States and abroad. no quick way to positively identify patients 

The payments, moreover, were part of , The first step in ending this dirty bus).ness ' taken to the tour hospitals in the area .. Posi.-
some $15.4 million in commrssloris listed , by ' ls full Investigation· and dlscl9sute- of its na• tive identifi~tlonJlPparently had to wait vls• .:.-
Lockheed -as. havlhg BeE-n paid-=to agents~.nr -=-~tu xten . -The-next ~rep-lJ:=-caref.unr ...:.. ual Identification by nursing-home personnel. 
several foreign countries. drafted laws to help make sure they end. This caused delay and left the door open 

to mistakes in lc.ientification due to human er­
ror. 

The Sun-Times report rnted. "Identi­
fication of patients wa madt! difficult be­
cause of two main factors - death and in• 
ability of the surviving patients to speak be­
cause they were comatose or in shock." 

I realize that many nursing homes do rou­
ti'nely apply Identification bands to patients 
and residents primarily in the interest of pre­
venting patient-identification errors, but this 
recent tragic experience makes me hope that 
the Board of Health will give serious consid­
eration to making chis practice a mandatory 
requirement for safe patient care. 

Doris Gleason 

Congressional backfire 
Looks like last year's congressional arms 

ban to Turkey has reaped the whirlwind: 
Pravda reported recently that Turkey bas ac­
cepted a Soviet invitation to send observers to 
Turkish military maneuvers. Turkey has al­
ready contracted to purchase 60 Soviet heli­
copters. 

Sometimes I wonder exactly whose inter­
ests our repre entatives in Congress are look­
ing out after. 

Joe Borysowicz. ormal 

Chicago and Plato 
Plato observed, "What is honored in a 

country will be cultivated there." What docs 
the unanimous re-election of Ralph G. New­
man as president of the Chicago Public Li­
brary Board say about our country? How can 
we accept this? I am shocked! 

Lillian Lipson 
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March 3. 1976 

Rabbi Herbert Broutein 
North Shore Congregation Israel 
1185 Sheri<lan Road 
Glencoe, Illino::.s (,0022 

Dear Uerh: 

It was good of you to writ,e regarding my new post as chairman of 
the Presidents' Conference. I ai 1 deeply vrateful for your wnt 
mazal tov and good wishes. 

The Sun•Iimea (:!di orkl was c1harc<l ri · h rue by a number of people• 
some pleased with it> some aot eo pleased. It waa, however, u you 
assume not quite accurate and lest you mi11ed it I enclose here­
with a copy of CJ:J 

1 etter t ~ t he ~· tor. 

With repeated thanks and w rm~st regards, T a1 

Sincerely, 

Alexander . . Schindler 

Encl. 

f 

I 



.". nontb sbor.ie congnegation isuael 

February 24, 1976 
23 Adar, 5736 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York, 10021 

Dear Alex: 

I often have wanted to write to you how grateful 

HERBERT BRO'\J<;T,·1111 
Rabbi 

I am that you are president of the Conference of 
1 

·- IA l. 
Presidents. I think a new stage has to emerge on V"J~' 

the relationship of American Jewry and Israel. 
The idea that there is no future for Jews except 
in Israel could be a self-fulfilling prophecy and 
it is about time that we had some autonomy rather 
than everything here being a reflex of a message 
from Israel. 

I wanted to tell you that this is a growing 
feeling here and somehow Israeli Jewry with all 
the support we give it ought to know this. 

I have kept this editorial for a long time. You 
probably have seen a copy. I know it is not quite 
accurate but I thought you might like to have it. 

jg 
enc. 

f 



Stitt.Times Editorials 
Monday, Jan. 26, 1976 Page 31 

A Zionist on Palestinians 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, chairman of 

the Conference of Presidents of Major Ameri­
can Jewish Organizations and president of the 
Unfon of American HebTew Congregations, 
believes the time has come for a major shift 
in Israeli policy on the Palestinian issue. 

Rabbi Schindler is hardly an anti-Zionist. 
The organization he heads represents many 
Zionist organizations, including the American 
Zionist Federation, the Zionist Organization 
of America and the Hadassah. Moreover, his 
views are shared by many Israelis, some of 
them in the Israeli parliament. 

Rabbi Schindler and other Jewish leaders 
meeting in Washington last week urged Is­
raeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin to make 
a "positive" statement on the Palestinian is­
sue when he visits the United States this 
week. He said the statement should be made 
to con-ect what he said was an unjustified 
feeling among the American people that Is-

rael is being stubborn In dealing with this 
issue. 

One of the "positive" statements recom­
mended by the Jewish leaders would have Is­
rael declare its willingness to negotiate with 
the Palestine Liberation Organization If that 
group recognizes Israel's right to exist and 
renounces terrorism. Present government 
policy rejects any negotiations with the PLO 
under any circumstances on the grounds tha~ 
the group ls a terrorist organization. (Rabbi 
Schindler agrees with that description of the 
PLO.) 

A stated willingness by Israel to negotiate 
with the PLO would be of enormous benefit to 
Isrnel. If the offer were taken up by the Pa­
lestinians, then the negotiating process could 
begin. That surely squares with Israeli in­
terests. If the offer were rejected, then the 
PLO would be subject to the accusation that 
is being. leveled at the Israelis at the United 
Nations and elsewhere: the accusation of in• 
transigence. The Palestinians, not the Is­
raelis, would be seen as the enemies of peace. 

The policy change would have another Im­
portant benefit. It would encourage the mod­
erates in the Palestinian movement who are 
working for a ll'ealistic alternative to blood­
shed. And if the P'llestinian issue is to be 
resolved fairly and peacefully, these nonvio­
lent alternatives must be vigorously exploited 
by both sides. 



Editors 
Chicago Sun Time 
401 North Wabash Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Sirs: 

January 30, 1976 

Your editorial of January 26 entitled "A Zionist on Palestinians" 
misrepre enta my pos tion on this issue in the following ways: 

1) l never called on the lsraeli Government to 1i1ake a major 
shift in ·ts polici son the Palestinian pr~blem. 

2) If I were to recomm nd hift on thi or any other i sue. l 
would do so privately and directly to the Israeli leadership and 
~ through th3 ~ s of the public press. 

3) As it happens, I ully concur 1th the Israeli position that 
the PLO is a t rror1 t organization pledged to seek Israel's de­
struction and ass h, does not qualify as a fit p rtner in any 
negotiations. 

4) hat I did say was that the intere ts of Arb refugee and of 
the Palestinians con not e ignore in '£he effo1·t to achieve a 
sol tion, at:d th t t re no r spon ible Israell. le::>.der who has 
denied this. ndeed, Israel a done more for the Al"ab refugees 
than all Arab government ith all their petro-dollars combined. 

I expres~~my dismay that the ~istinction" between the interests 
of the Palestinians nd the PU) has become "blurx-ed in the American 
mind 11 and l venture the hope th t Prime Minis te;x, Rabin would ad­
dre,is himself to this que tion in order to clarify it, as indeed 
he d1d during his address to a Joint ession of Congress. 

l would much appreciate it if you were to bring my letter to the 
attention of your readers. 

Respectfully yours, 

• Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 

bee: Yehudah Hellman 



MEMORANDUM 

To Edi th Miller From Mollie Mot ch Date 1/29/75 --------------

[[: __________________ _ 

En closed please f ind several cop ies of the edi t orial tha t appeared i n the 

newspaper ...... . 
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