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with an Israel ;I°thout Israelis . Some Arabs 
would accept (after another ~eak war without. 
an eternal vigilance l>y the Israelis), to use what
ever Israelis remaining, to once again make 
bricks out of straw for them. It would seem then 
that neither the defeatists or the Arabs have 
learned two facts of life, namely, it cannot and 
will not happen. 

Samuel H. Schwalb 

Hamizrachi Women 
Dear Editor: 

In answer to the letter of Rochelle Charles in 
the May issue of The Jewish Week, I am de
lighted to inform you that there is a Religious 
Women's Organization, the Hapoel Hamizrachi 
Women, which is involved in the total life of 
Israel on every level and which cares about all of 
the children everywhere through its unique sys
tem of nurseries, kindergartens, day care cen
ters, vocational training schools throughout the 
length and breadth of Israel. 

This organization is affiliated with the Na
tional Religious Women's Organization in Is
rael. it is also part of a world movement known· 
as Emuna with similar ideals and ideologies 
composed of tens 0f thousands of Religious 
Zionist women in many countries throughout the 
world. 

We have influenced thousands of children 
who have played a vital part in the religious 
Zionist character of the States. 

We invite Rochelle Charles and all who feel 
the same as she does to join our organization . 
Call (212) 564-9045, and information will be 
sent to you. 

Sara Ain Fl.1scher 
Chevrona Chapter 

Hapoel Hamizrachi Women's Org. 

Resents Carter dicta 
Dear Editor: 

Your statement in the current issue of The 
Jewish Week was well put when you said that 
"the Jews of America must remember ... that 
their support belongs to all the people of Israel, 
not to any one party or combination of parties.' ' 
Why, oh why, are the American Jewish leaders 
so silent when Carter makes false statements at a 
press conference to the effect that Israel must 
permit a Palestinian State in the West Bank; 
compensate the Arabs for properties "in Israel-

' held territory, etc. Onl mbassador Simcha 
Dinitz after his co,pti~;;;:;;~ Vance denie 

, that Cart 's sta utions of e 
U.N. S urity ncil. Why di 't the Co er-
ence o Maj Organizations peak up? y 

• didn't e he from the • late es· e s of 
the erican wis ngress,/4 e B d of 

s Rabbis, the Zionist organizatio who speak so 
"beautifully" at conferences7 Does this once 

f again show the ineffective qu ity of our Jewish 
leadership. Even one of our avorite columnists 

' in The Jewish Week de ared this week on 
- Page 17' that Carter "wil undoubtedly put the 

'squeeze' on the Jews wi regard to the Pales-

[-
t tinians, the West Bank d the Golan Heights . 

(sic!)" But, please Mr Carter save Jerusalem 
I" for the Jews! This i reminiscent of Rabbi 
•f Jochanan ben Zacai' s lea to the Roman em
[_ peror in the First Cent . "You may take all of e the state but leave e city of Yavneh!" 
f It appears • at on! 1 Menahem Beigin shows 
U "Ahavat Yisr " "Ahavat Eretz Israel!" 

will soften in due time -
brethren in Israel. 

soi.can Jewry take 
ttions clear to 

more and 

bulwark against Arab designs for the destruction 
of . Israel, be they outright wars or 
"Palestinian" -guised subversion, it is Israel's 
national will to assert sovereignty over that ter
ritory in the Middle East which is legally and 
historically the Jewish homeland of Eretz Yis
rael. That is the basic reality which is the first' 
step toward achieving the peace of Jerusalem. 

Let not American Jewry fear an uncom
promising Israel. Israel has shown us that the~ 
desire strong and firm leadership to guide them 
at this time. The drift of the past ten years will 
soon be countered ancla misinformed public·will 
be set right . Jerusalem's Peace depends on our 
own combined inner resolve. We dare not 
weaken that truth which is our might. 

Yisrael Winkelman Medad 

Outraged by pressure 
( 

Dear Editor: 

The silence of the organized American Jewish 
community continues, in the face of expliciJ 
pressure on Israel by the American government . 

But now President Carter wants e en more. 
Using the election in Israel as a pre xt , he ex
pects " Jewish Americans" to joi him in put
ting pressure on the Israelis w n Menachem 
Beigin visits here . (Carter Pr • s Confe~ence, 
May 26.) 

Where are the cries of outr ge fro the Amer
ican Jewish leaders? Whe is th large-scale 
mobilization of the Amer" an Jew· h commun
ity which is now require . Where s the call for 
public demonstrations Jews ainst the im
moral policies of appe sem nt 
ernment? • 

Are we so intimi ated by our own govern
ment, or so convin ed of our own political im
potence, that we c do nothing more than sit in 
silence, and regar that as an act of courage or 
of pruden e? 

Our ene • es sf I want to destroy us, and their 
chances of s ce ing are stronger now than at 
any time since Holocaust. 

Isn't now the time for the American Jewish 
community to act? 

It still may not be too late. 
Rabbi Hillel A. Cohen 

Subservience to Saudis 
Dear Editor: , 

The Saudi Arabian Foreign Minister appeared 
on ABC television yesterday (Sunday). As 
usual, the interviewers treated im as if they 
were subjects of that absolute onarchy, rather 
than free American citizens d representatives 
of a craft which is suppo d to ascertain and 
promulgate the truth at all osts. They were very 
concerned about an oil e bargo - perhaps they 
thought one would be declared on the spot if 
they displeas~d His cellency . 

If one doesn't be!" v,e that truth is an absolute 
value, there are pra ical reasons for objecting tO'-
this kind of cond t. I list a few: • 

- It destroys networks' pretensions to the 
First Amendmen protections. 

- It helps mi ead the American public about : 
the true nature f the Saudi government, the . 
problem pea in the Middle East, and the , 
economic e ical problems created by acts 
of the oil cart . 

- It aggravates the Saudis' already oppres
sive self-righteousness. 

Arthur H. Kahn 
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U.S. FORCES IN TROUBLE 

Vol. 3, No. 30 

The Soviet Union could cross the Iron Curtain today and conquer 
Western Europe in 2 weeks, barreling over an underequipped, undermanned, 
and ill-trained United States force, said Gen. (Ret.) Lewis w. Walt, the 
man who led the first U.S. Marines into combat in Viet Nam. 

In an interview on the state of the United States' military forces, 
Walt, known as "the marines' marine,'' said the country's military leaders 
are not telling Congress and the people the truth about the poor condi
tions of America's armed forces. 

Walt, who says he has been on the front lines as much as any living 
marine, retired in 1971 with a reputation among his troops as the general 
who walked, .talked, and fought with them on the front lines of three 
wars. 

He is now a consultant to the Army and Navy, is briefed regularly 
by the Pentagon, and is privy to classified documents. But Walt says 
he came to his conclusion about U.S. military capabilities by "talking 
to the troops, seeing what their job is, and their capabilities to do 
it." 

Following is an edited transcript of The Chicago Tribune's interview 
with Walt: 

Q. Do you think the all-volunteer concept and the so-called total 
force concept of the U.S. armed forces is working? 

A. No. And the thing that hurts us the most in the long run is the 
National Guard and the reserves. They are literally -- I hate to use 
the word shambles -- a total disaster because of a lack of training, a 
lack of materiel, and, most of all, a lack of people. We're just not 
getting enough people. The reserves are so important and they're so 
cheap, at one-fifth the cost of regular forces. 

Q. The reserve and National Guard are supposed to be the backup 
part of the total force, but do you think the active Volunteer Force 
concept is working? 

A. No. Definitely not. I think it is so wrong for our services 
to try to fool the public. Doggone it. Some of the higher-ups don't 
care for me for this reason, but why don't they come out and tell the 
truth? How can they expect to get their backing? How can they expect 
to get Congress' backing? 

Q. What is the truth, as you see it? 
A. First of all we're not getting the kind of people in the armed 

forces we need. At the time when we got to the all-volunteer forces, 
weapons sophistication increased and sophistication of personnel went 
down. 

Q. But the services say their Gis are smarter and better trained 
than ever. 
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A. That's not true. I have been to those bases and have been 
measuring the troops and talking to them, seeing what their jobs are, for 
4 years. They don't have the capabilities. We're putting 60¢ on a 
dollar into recruiting, bonuses, nice barracks, and conveniences. And 
discipline is going down. They're not training them the way they used 
to. I'm telling you what the generals are telling me. The people who 
know. 

Q. Do you think the American troops are ready to defend an attack, 
for instance, in Western Europe? 

A. In my best opinion -- and I've made a study of the Western Europe 
situation -- the -Soviet Union has the military capability to take Western 
Europe in 14 days. I don't think they will now, because of China. But 
with the lack of vehicles and the lack of tanks we have there, our 
capabilities to defend are extremely limited. We are terribly out-num
bered and, in fact, we don't have enough trucks over there to carry the 
ammunition up to the guns. Furthermore, I saw all the Russian vehicles 
captured by the Israelis and I was amazed. All of their battle vehicles 
were prepared to fight on an atomic battlefield or a chemical battlefield. 
(The general said Soviet tanks, amphibious vehicles, and armored per
sonnel carriers, have a ventilation and life support system to protect 
troops in the event of such battles.) We have nothing like that. We 
are not prepared to fight on an atomic or a chemical battlefield. 

Q. Do you think the combat-ready divisions in the states could get 
to Europe in time to help? 

A. Of course not. I've been very close to Reforger (Operation 
Reforger, an annual NATO maneuver in which an American division is air
lifted to Germany) and in my estimation is has never proven to me it 
could stop a Soviet attack. 

Q. Why do you think people are ignoring your warnings? 
A. People think that when the time comes we'll be alerted and be 

able to build up in Europe. Well, we won't have time to get built up. 
The world is too small now. The advantage the Soviets have is that they 
maneuver on the western border all the time with 135 divisions. They 
could mass on one front and break right through. Furthermore, they con
trol the seas. We couldn't resupply or reinforce. 

Q. Is a draft the solution? And how could the draft be brought 
back in the present political climate? 

A. In the first place, if you had a draft, what would it amount to? 
With the President's amnesty they would say "if they got away with it, 
why can't I?" The country has to talk up the military to our young people 
instead of talking it down. This is what killed the all-volunteer con
cept, the attitude of the American people since Viet Nam. The only way 
it will work is to turn the people around. 

Q. Do you think people would join the reserves out of a sense of 
patriotism? 

A. I think so. I've got a lot of faith in the young people of today, 
if they are given proper leadership. 

Q. What are your thoughts about unions and the military? 
A. I don't think it would be a good thing for the military. But I 

can understand the people who are looking toward it as a possible solution 
to some of the problems they are having in the military ..... . 

Q. How is morale in the armed forces? 
A. Not good. And Mr. Carter's declaration of amnesty will undoubted

ly lower the morale, fighting spirit, and dependability of men in our 
fighting forces. Why should they risk their lives when others have found 
a way out? I believe that what he has done to placate a few thousand 
disloyal, unpatriotic, infidel law breakers, as a result of bad advice 
and pressure from pressure groups, has done a great irreparable damage 
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to our country now and in the future. 
4) 

(Chicago Tribune, 5/9/77, sec 1, p. 

DIGEST OPINION: It's been some time since we allowed our lead 
article to exceed 2 pages. But the comments of General Walt are 
astounding. He flatly says "We can't defend Europe." H~ says 
the Soviets control the seas so we can't resupply or reinforce. 
The air-lift-to-Europe-idea is no good, he says. The Digest has 
pointed out in previous articles that it would take a minimum of 
24 hours for our NATO forces to get permission to shoot back at 
the Soviets if they did start something. And in at least one instance, 
it would take some 14 hours to get to the ammunition bunker to get 
the ammo needed once permission was received to "fire at will!" 
Was Gen. Walt contacted by the major TV networks to offer his 
analysis of our situation? Did the New York Times or Washington 
Post interview the man? And General Walt did not mention the 
survey taken at Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio, Texas. 
Recruits were asked a number of questions and their answers were 
published in a report titled "Basic Airmen's Values and Perceptions 
of Society -- 1976." Asked whether, given a choice, they would 
evacuate a base under attack or stay and fight, only 49% of the 
recruits said they would fight. The other 51% either said they 
would run or they weren't sure what they would do. And 37% said 
they wouldn't have joined the service at all if the country were 
at war! Now, add all of the above to the present fouled up energy 
situation and what have you got? One heck of a mess! And it gets 
worse daily thanks to ineptness in Washington at the highest levels. 
Or maybe it's not ineptness. Maybe this is the way they want it. 
In order to merge our government into a One World Government, we 
would have to be backed into such a corner that this solution would 
be the only way out! Is this possible? And the final kicker is 
the rampant political instability in France, Italy, Spain, Portugal. 
When push comes to shove, the Italian Reds have already said they 
would back the USSR. If France slides into a communist coalition 
government following the spring elections, where does that leave 
the West? These are questions deserving of answers from the highest 
Washington officials. But silence is what we're treated to. The 
TV networks are too busy with other projects to concern themselves 
with our very survival. Businessmen are scrambling to sell the 
Communists anything they want. Labor is concerned only with higher 
wages and more benefits. Politicians want only to be re-elected. 
That small group of informed and concerned Americans that know 
what's happening are ignored by nearly everyone except others like 
themselves. Based on the current speed with which things are moving, 
we would give the West no rrore than 5 years before it's in trouble "eyeball 
deep." The U.S. included. 

JIMMY CARTER, CONSERVATIVE?: The Digest has noted a low-keyed campaign 
taking off to label President Carter a "fiscal conservative." The 
press is slipping this "accusation" into news stories; "conservative" 
spokesmen like Barry Goldwater are "talking it up." And the whole thing 
is being bought by the public. Even "liberal" Congressmen and labor 
leaders are charging Carter with being a ''fiscal conservative," much to 
their dismay. He gets big press on moving his entourage from an expensive 
hotel to one a little cheaper (15%) and you'd think he'd saved the country 
millions. It's all phony. We berlieve it's "programmed" to fit the mood 
of the country, which is largel1 conservative. It's style, not substance. 
Anyone who wants some perspective on Carter should read "Jimmy Carter, 
Jimmy Carter," by friend Gary Allen ('76 Press, PO Box 2686, Seal Beach, 

I 

CA 90740 $1.00). You'll nv e among those fooled by this campaign. 

_ __j 
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GUN CONTROL THOTS: "Firearms stand next in importance to the Constitu
tion itself. They are the American people's liberty teeth and keystone 

under independence ... From the hour the Pilgrims landed, to the present 
day, events,occurrences and tendencies prove that to ensure peace, security 
and happiness, the rifle and the pistol are equally indispensable ... The 
very atmosphere of firearms anywhere and everywhere restrains evil inter
ference -- they deserve a place of honor with all that's good ... " 
(Statement attributed to George Washington, quoted in quarterly magazine, 
The Vigilante, Spring Issue, 1977, $2.00, p.6, PO Box 31085, Phoenix, 
AZ 85046) 

DIGEST NOTE: Those of you interested in personal security would 
do well to send for a copy of this magazine. All manner of self 
protection, from cane fighting to Posse Comitatus, are discussed 
in this issue. It's a unique publication of which there is nothing 
else like. There's an especially good evaluation of "tear gas" 
devices starting on page 18. The writers test everything they 
write about. A most unusual and useful magazine. 

TRILATERALIST TO CHINA: According to President Carter, he hasn't any 
timetable for establishing full relations with China but expects eventually 
to name United Auto Workers President Leonard Woodcock as the first U.S. 
ambassador. Woodcock would become the 18th Trilateral Commission Member 
appointed to high office by the President, himself a founding member. 
This Commission, designed to improve relations and cooperation between 
Japan, the U.S. and Europe, is a spin-off from the Council on Foreign 
Relations. David Rockefeller plays an all-important role in both and 
personally selected Jimmy Carter to be a member bf the TC. Can you 
imagine the hue and cry that would have been raised if a president had 
appointed 18 members of the John Birch Society to positions of such high 
trust as Vice-President, Secretary of State, Secretary of Defense, Sec
retary of Treasury, Disarmament Negotiator, National Security Advisor, 
and so on? To whom does Jimmy Carter owe his loyalty? The American 
people or David Rockefeller? By the way, to keep Red China "on the line," 
we still have exchanged Ambassadors with Free China and have refused to 
accept the credentials of their Ambassador to the U.S. Cute? 

LEROI JONES PROMOTES REVOLUTION: LeRoi Jones, the black playwright and 
agitator who now goes by the name of Imamu Amiri Baraka, was recently 
in San Francisco to adress a group of artists. Baraka declared: "All 
art is political ... All art is propaganda ... It is time for the artists and 
writers and intellectuals in the U.S. to choose sides openly and fiercely 
and begin to struggle with no holds barred, to carry the revolution to 
the end ... " Jones (Baraka) wrote the scatological plays "The Toilet" 
and "The Dutchman." (The Review Of The News, 5/11/77, p.41) 

BUDGET TARGETS SET FOR GOV.: A compromise budget of $461 billion was 
passed by the Senate 5/13 and awaits House approval. The non-binding 
target budget for fiscal year 1978 (beginning Oct. 1) carries a federal 
deficit of $64.7 billion, the second highest in history, topped only by 
1976, and nearly $7 billion more than Carter's latest estimate. (Phx 
Gaz, 5/13/77, fnt pg) 

ECONOMIC STIMULATION BILLS SIGNED: President Carter signed a bill 5/13 
authorizing $20 billion for general economic stimulation and a $4 billion 
public works bill, calling the legislation "a major move in the right 
direction." (Phx Gaz, 5/13/77, fnt pg) 

DIGEST OPINION: The above two items should remove any doubt that 
inflation is to be our lot by next year. Serious inflation. 

... 
' 
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BUSINESS INVENTORIES, MARCH: Business inventories increased 0.9% in March. 
The Commerce Department said total business i ventories -- stocks on 
shelves and in warehouses ready for sale -- ·ncreased $2.8 billion during 
March compared with a revised $2 billion ga·n in February. The March 
statistics, broken down, sho ed that inven ories increased $715 -million 
at the manufacturing level, 557 million t wholesale and $1.519 billion 
at the retail level. The ret il increas was the second largest on 
record, topped only by the $1 564 billi climb in Oct. 1975 (Phx Gaz 
5/16/77, p. D-6) 

DIGEST OPINION: This was repor by much of the press as "good 
news." However, we at the Dige t look at it from another viewpoint. 
It is commonly accepted th co sumer spending spree is about to 
run out of steam. Even U.S ews & World Report concurs with this 
view (5/23/77 issue). What e believe has happened is that retail 
stocks built up due to ear r ordering by the stores while at the 
same time sales have slack d ff. This leaves the retailer with 
an inventory overhang. I th consumer suddenly tightens up now, 
some retail stores wilHe in world of hurt. Additionally, the 
Federal Reserve Bank is openly wondering why people are holding 
so much cash, estimate at $50 BILLION! As stated by U.S. News: 
"Nobody is sure why t hoarders want to stash funds where they 
draw no interest." C uld it be lack of faith in the banking system? 
We have openly asked in previous issues if consumers have been 
on a buying stamped to beat what t ey deeply feel will be higher 
prices in the montlyf; ahead. If this is the case and if the business
man has misjudged (or been mislead), he's going to get hung with 
excess inventory nd you'll see sales to beat all sales popping up 
everywhere. Wit the savings rate at an 8 year low and retail 
sales lagging an businesses not expanding and prices rising, it 
looks like the • flationary/depression is going to be with us for 
many months. S atistics may show things looking pretty good, but 
bedrock streng is simply lacking. For these and other reasons 
we are not to pleased with this latest increase in business in
ventories. 

BERLIN, NEW HOT SPOT?: Last week, at the bottom of p. 6, the Digest ran 
this brief item: "If the Soviets bother West Berlin, 'detente would be 
seriously threatened,' according to President Carter, Prime Minister 
Callaghan and Premier Giscard d'Estaing. In other words, we won't like 
it but we'll live with it. A disastrous statement, in the Digest's opinion." 
Well, it's starting. While the world press directs our attention at 
southern Africa, the Communist Party newspaper Pravda on 5/15 rejected 
the western position that Berlin must remain a four-sector city administ
ered by the U.S., France, Britain and the U.S.S.R. The Pravda article, 
commenting on a communique issued by the western powers last week, said 
there were no longer 4 sectors of Berlin, as was the case under post-
WW II agreements among the 4 Allied countries. Pravda says East Berlin 
is the capital "of the sovereign state of the German Democratic Republic 
(East Germany)," and "Such is the reality and to try to ignore it is 
a vain waste of time." The story appeared in Arizona Republic, 5/16/77, 
p. A-4. Nowhere else did we read it. Like a slight-of-hand artist, the 
press has all eyes turned on southern Africa (which deserves our close 
attention) but potentially serious events are quietly taking place in 
Europe. About the time things start getting too hot in southern Africa, 
the "Berlin button" will be pushed, we'll start watching that "crisis" 
and things will move quietly ahead in southern Africa. And when the 
Berlin "crisis" simmers down, the Mid East will flare up or Panama will 
erupt or, because of our ineptness, the oil producing nations will cut 
us off. Diversionary tactics. The Soviets are very good at it. 
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ROMANIAN CHANGES: In a striking change of policy, Romania has decided 
to give workers higher take-home pay but at the cost of slowing down the 
growth of social services. Production of consumer goods will be boosted 
to meet the resulting growth in purchasing power. The new policy was 
first mentioned briefly in a speech by President Nocolae Ceausescu. He 
said that it was "abnormal" for spending on social services to rise 
faster than wages, so priorities were to be reversed. He declared: "We 
must let the people themselves run their affairs and we should not be
lieve that we are better able to manage things for them." (London 
Financial Times, 4/20/77) 

DIGEST OPINION: Ludwig von Mises' ghost must be whispering in 
Ceausescu's ear. When he's through there, perhaps he could visit 
Washington. 

AIRPLANE DISASTER TERRORIST CAUSED: Antonio Cubillo, leader of the 
Movement for Self-determination and Independence of the Canaries (MPAIC), 
has a headquarters in Algiers, and it was one of his Algerian-trained 
teams that bombed the Las Palmas airport on March 27th. This in turn 
diverted a KLM 747 and Pan Am 747 to Tenerife, where the two planes 
collided, killing nearly 600 people. Cubillo's motive for selecting 
the Las Palmas airport as a target was to strike at the tourist industry 
on the island and keep hitting until Spain grants independence. (The 
Review Of The News, 5/11/77, p.44-45) 

DIGEST OPINION: H. du B. wrote this for the quoted source and had 
previously spoken of it in his own H. du B. Reports. We thought 
surely some national publication would pick it up, but such was 
not the case. A story this big and it goes unreported by TV and 
the print giants. Why? The death toll has now reached 583! 

SOUTH AFRICA TO GET WARNING: Vice President Walter F. Mondale flew to 
Europe 5/14 with a stark warning for Prime Minister John Vorster: 
South Africa must modify its system of racial apartheid or face U.S. 
hostility. White House officials say Mondale will bang no tables and 
make no demands, but merely will convey the U.S. assessment of the sit
uation that confronts the West in Africa now. In essence, the message 
is that white supremacy has had its day and there will be a parting of 
the ways between the U.S. and the South African republic unless there 
are early and visible signs of fundamental changes in its racial system. 
(Phx Gaz, 5/14/77, fnt pg) 

DIGEST OPINION: Will we tell the USSR to modify its system? Or 
Cuba? Or Vietnam? Or do we limit our interference into other 
countries affairs to our allies only? All the evidence points to 
the latter. Strange. 

BRAZIL/URUGUAY TROUBLES BREWING?: A recent official map issued by the 
Brazilian Government failed to depict Uruguay as a separate country; 
instead it had been merged into Brazilian territory. (Defense & Foreign 
Affairs Weekly Report on Strategic Latin American Affairs, 5/13/77, 
Suite 602, 2030 M St. NW, Washington, DC 20036 $150) 

DIGEST OPINION: This kind of "mistake" can cause monumental 
diplomatic troubles in that part of the world. Uruguay doubtlessly 
has some strong feelings about being ''absorbed" by Brazil. Where 
will it all end? 

BOLIVIA WANTS WHITES FROM RHODESIA & SOUTH AFRICA: Bolivia has submitted 
a request to the Intergovernmental Committee for European Migration that 
they be included in the pians for ~assive migration of ~hite settlers 
from Rhodesia and South Africa. (D&FAWRSLAA, op cit) 



CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

515 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Plaza 2-1616 Cable Address : COJOGRA 

A united l'imerican Jewish community will remain committed to support the policies of the democratically-elected government of Israel, the head of the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations said Friday, (June 3). 
Reporting on a meeting held earlier today attended by representatives of all 32 of the Conference's constituent member-organizations, Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler declared: 

"The sense of unity and identification that binds American Jews to the people of Israel was expressed at our meeting by speaker after speaker, representing the broadest spectrum of American Jewish life. 
"There was broad recognition that the indissoluble links between our two communities are independent of the political party or the political leader that forms the Government of Israel. 
"American Jews support Israel 1 s cause -- and we will continue to do so -because we are part of the Jewish people, because we share Israel's goal of peace for all the countries of the Middle East, and because a strong and secure Israel is essential to the security of our own country. 11 

Rabbi Schindler said he was "deeply encouraged" by his meetings in Israel earlier this week with Menachem Begin, leader of the Likud Party in Israel who has been asked to form a government by President Ephraim Katzir, and by the response by Presidents Conference member-organizations to his report of those conversations. 

1 

11 The Pr1me Minister-designate, 11 Rabbi Schindler said, 11 is a man of peace, a man of integrity, a man of profound devotion to the Jewish people and to their security. To call him an 'extremist' and P.L.O. terrorist chief Arafat and Syrian President Assad 'moderates' -- as American news media have done within the past two weeks -- is a slander of an honorable and distinguished personality, a profound disservice to the truth and a grave danger to the cause of peace. 11 

1,J) 

Rabbi Schindler said he was disturbed by speculation in the press that American Jews were 0 divided 11 over whether to support the new government and that efforts might be made to drive a wedge between American Jews and Israel as part of an effort to pressure the government of Israel into accepting an American-imposed peace plan. 

y 

11 ! do not know whether any such effort is being planned or is under way," Rabbi Schindler said, 11 but it will without question be rejected by American Jews and the organizations that represent them. 
"This great Jewish conmunity, 11 he said, 11 is bound to the people Israel by age-old ties of faith, of history, of destiny, ties t hat cannot and will not be sundered by any political pressure." 
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Rabbi Schindler said it was his view that the present period of 
"interregnum" -- between the formal resignation of the Rabin government and 
the formation of a new governnent by Mr. Begin -- was "a time when it was 
particularly important to make clear to American friends of Israel in the 
Administration, in Congress, in the labor movement, among black and Christian 
leaders, academicians and other groups -- the enduring policy of all Israeli 
governments: a policy that seeks peace with justice for all the peoples of 
the Middle East. 

"This policy remains constant no matter who heads the government of 
Israel," Rabbi Schindler said. 11 It will be the goal of Mr. Begin as it has 
been the goal of all of his predecessors. 

11 lt is not Israel 1s policy but the refusal of the Arab world to reconcile 
itself to the legitimacy of the Jewish State and the right of its citizens to 
live in dignity that has prevented a settlement of the Arab-Israel conflict. 

11Mr. Begin made clear to me that he is a man of peace and that he will 
continue to follow a policy that seeks peace with Israel's neighbors. And 
he is supremely confident that he will be able to persuade President Carter 
of the fundamental principles on which a peace must be based." 

Rabbi Schindler said he felt 11 some concern" over what appeared to be a 
11 shift" in American policy from one that began with a call for honest 
negotiations between the parties leading toward a full-fledged peace and that 
seems recently to have developed into a specific set of guidelines that 
include specific concessions by Israel. 

"No mediator can help the parties to a dispute reach agreement if he 
comes to the negotiations with a plan in hand that both sides are expected 
to accept, 11 Rabbi Schindler said. 

X X X-· 

3 June 1977 
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June 8, 1977 

Mr. Bert E. Rosenstock 
Berint Trading, Ltd. 
12 Westchester Avenue 
White Plains, N.Y. 10601 

Dear ~r. Rosenstock: 

Thank you for your recent letter. I appreciate 
your taking the time to share your concerns with 
me. 

In regard to the recent Elections in Israel, I 
enclose herewith a copy of a Statement isseed 
by the Presieents' Conference. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 
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, 12 WESTCHESTER AVENUE 

WHITE PLAINS, NEW YORK 10601 U.S.A. 

EXPORT - IMPORT • LICENSING • CONSULTING 
TELEPHONE, 914-948-0030 

CABLE ADDRESS , BERINT • WHITEPLAINSNY 

May JO, 1977 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, 
President, 
CON. OF PRESIDENTS OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

The New York Times reported on your meeting with Andrew 
Young. It was most interesting and revealing of Mr. Young's 
attitude, to compare his suggestion to you to treat the 
UNESCO with 'love', with the suggestion he made to African 
leaders on his recent trip, to use economic force to achieve 
their goals. 

It seems quite obvious to me, and presumably also to Jewish 
leaders, that the method suggested to African leaders was more 
in accord with Mr. Young's true feelings, while the suggestion 
to the Jewish leaders was no doubt more an attempt to keep 
Jewish leaders 'in line• than to help the Jewish cause. It is 
in fact rather insulting, I would say, to suggest 'love• as 
a political force in the world. 

I think one should also keep in mind that Mr. Lowenstein, 
who no doubt agrees with Mr. Young, has extensive experience 
in domestic ~olitics of one sort or another, but has done 
very little (to my knowledge) that indicates his awareness of 
and accord with the needs of the Jewish community in the United 
States. 

One further point, Rabbi Schindler, relating to the recent Israeli 
elections. I do not know what the views of Jewish leaders are on 
this subject, but I hope that they will refrain from critisizing 
the new government, before and as it takes office, while the new 
leaders begin to formulate policy. TheNew York Times may be 'shocked' 
or entertain similar sentiments, but the Jewish leaders will, I hope, 
f i nd some uplift of soul and greater potential for future peace, throgh 
a new and strong voice in the Israeli leadership. 

76:~ ' 
BER/lm Bert E. 
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CONFERENCE OF PREStDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

515 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Cable Address : COJOGRA 

June 3, 1977 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: r-1embers associated with the Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations 

FROM: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman 

Enclosed please find a statement of consensus which was issued following 

the meeting of the Presidents Conference which took place today, Friday, 

June 3, 1977. 



CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR 

515 PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Plaza 2-1616 
AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS Cable Addresa: COJOGRA 

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS: 

American Israel Public 
Aff1in Committee 

American Jewish Congress 

American Mizrachi Women 

American Zionist Federation 

Anti-Defamation League 

B'nai B'rith 

B'nai B'rith Women 

Bnai Zion 

Centr.il Conference of 
American Rabbis 

Council of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare Funds (observer) 

Hadass.ih 

Jewish Labor Committee 

Jewish Reconstructionist 
Found.ition 

Jewish War Veterans 
of the U.S.A. 

Labor Zionist Alliance 

Mizrachi-H.ipoel H.imizrachi 

National Committee for 
Labor Israel, Inc. 

National Council of 
Jewish Women 

National Council of 
Young Israel 

National Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods 

Nation.ii Jewish Community 
Relations Advisory Council 

National Jewish Welfare Board 

North American Jewish 
Youth Council 

Pioneer Women 

The Rabbinical Assembly 

Rabbinical Council of America 

Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations 

Union of Orthodox Jewish 
Congreg.itions of America 

United Syn.igogue of America 

Women's American ORT 

Women's League for 
Conservative Judaism 

World Zionist Organization 
American Section, Inc. 

Zionist Organization · of America 

Statement by 
RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER, CHAIRMAN 

Conference of Presidents 
of Major American Jewish Organizations 

ON THE ELECTIONS IN ISRAEL 

The people of Israel have chosen a new Parliament 

in a democratic expression of the nation's will. We 

congratulate the country's leaders and pledge to them 

the support and commitment that the American Jewish 

community has given since the day the Jewish State was 

born. 

American Jews have never sought to speak for the 

government of Israel, but rather for the welfare of its 

people and its security as a nation. As new l8aders 

take the helm we renew the sense of unity and identi

fication that form the indisoluble ties that bind 

American Jewry with the people of Israel. 

XXX 

5/18/77 



DE V ELOPMENT CORPORATION FOR ISRAEL 

From the Office of 

SAMUEL ROTHBERG 

GENERAL C HA I RMAN 

STATE OF ISRAEL BONDS 

215 PAR K A V ENUE SOUTH 

NEW YO R K, N . Y. 10 003 

May 25, 1977 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of Major American 

Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear Alex: 

I thought that your statement said everything that could 
and should be said about the results of the election in 
Israel. 

Accordingly, we sent copies together with the enclosed 
letter to our community chairmen and top national officers 
around the country. 

With warmest personal regards to you and to Rhea. 

Sam Rothberg 
SR/mfl 

f 



From the Office of 

SAMUEL ROTH BERG 

G ENER A L CHAIRMAN 

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION FOR ISRAEL 

STATE OF ISRAEL BONDS 

215 PARK AVENUE SOUTH 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10003 

May 20, 1977 

In the past several days we have received a number of 
inquiries and comments from various parts of the country 
about the results of last Tuesday's elections in Israel. 

I can think of no better way of answering those queries 
than by sending you the enclosed copy of a statement by 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman of the Conference 
of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations. 

In terms of our program, nothing has changed except 
the need to do more end to work harder to strengthen 
the econom.y of Israel in this transition period. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

SR/mn 
enc. 

f 



June 6, 1977 

Rabbi David Polish 
Beth Emet The Free Synagogue 
1200 Lee Street 
Evanston, Illinois 60202 

Dear David: 

I agree with you on the "two-fold process" which you 
recommend in your letter of May 31st. This is precisely 
why I went to Israel a few days after the election. 

My meeting with the Presidents' Conference immediately 
upon my return and all subsequent actions, such as to
morrow's trip to the State Department and White House and 
a possible larger meeting with Carter, are designed to s 
serve your first purpose (note the enclosed press release 
in behalf of the Presidents' Conference). 

On your second point, I made this request of Begin and 
returned from him rather optimistic concerning his will
ingness to listen to the Jewish people as a whole. There 
is a much greater sense of peoplehood which emanates from 
him than ever did from Rabin. This is, of course, for 
your eyes only but I will be glad to discuss it with you 
at greater length when we meet. 

Looking forward to seeing you soon and with warmest regards 
from house to house, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encl. 



1200 LEE STREET 
EVANSTON, ILLINDIS 

60202 

RABBI DAVID POLISH 
BETH EMET THE FREE SYNAGOGUE 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Shalom, Alex, 

May 31, 1977 
14 Sivan 5737 

~ ,, 
I am sure that it is no chiddush to you that not only Israel but 
American Jewry will be subjected to increasing • political pressure 
by the present Administration. Carter's reference to American Jews 
in a recent statement is disturbing. While many of us are distressed 
by the results of the election in Israel, the essential policy of the 
American Administration toward Israel has not changed, but has only 
gained an added opportunity for pressing Israel and American Jewry 
without offering anything substantive in return. 

I would urge that a two-fold process be undertaken. The first would involve a demonstration by American Jewry that it intends to stand 
by Israel's right to hold fast as long as there are no clear indica
tions of Arab readiness to accept Israel as a sovereign State. The 
need for such a demonstration is based on two factors: first, the 
real danger of polarizing American Jewry, and second, the possibility, 
as hinted in a statement by Carter, that the Administration may take 
a hand in that polarization. 

Second, there should be an equally strong indication to Israeli 
leadership that more intensive consultation and collaboration be
tween them and us in the political area is required. The imple
mentation of this process clearly requires careful study but I am 
persuaded that literally day by day conditions are moving us toward 
that necessity. 

Thanks for your suggestion about including part of the Reform Com
mentary on the Jerusalem Platform in my report to the CCAR. I will 
attempt to do so either by condensing it or citing a portion of it. 

Best wishes. 

Shalom, 

~~ 
RABBI DAVID POLISH 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

1800 Pacific Avenue 
San Francisco CA 94109 

June 1, 1977 

I was talking with your niece Miriam this afternoon, since we work 
together at the same mental health clinic. We happened to discuss Israel , 
and she suggested I write you , otherwise I would not presume to do so. 

Although I am a very secularized Jew, I do hope for lsrael 1 s well-being 
and would be prepared to write to Washington in that regard, should American 
pol icy change or show signs to that effect. 

However, I feel the new Israeli Government should be told that the 
American Jewish community-----or at least large segments of it-----will 
not support Israel regardless of whatever pol icy she chooses to persue. 
I believe that at least the appearance of a will ingless to compromise is 
essential (and perhaps the reality may be, also). The picture given by 
the new Government is exactly opposite to that picture, at least as it 
appears in the US (including the Prime Minister 1 s television appearance). 

Miriam said to tell you she sends her love. 
With best wishes for your valuable work for peace, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

Martin Hoffman, M.D. 



Dr. Martin Hoffman 
1800 Pacific Avenue 
San Francisco, CA. 94109 

Dear Dr. Hoffman: 

June 7, 1977 

First of all, my love to Miriam and my 
best to you. 

I have just returned from a journey to 
Israel where I had a chance to meet Mr. Begin and where, 
of course, I gave him a frank assessment of the American 
Jwwish community in all of its multi-faceted splendor. 

I must tell you quite frankly that I 
returned from several meetings with Mr. Begin and his 
associates much assured. He does have some strong views, 
to be sure, but he is not the kind of reckless extremist 
which the media has portrayed him to be (these are the 
same media people, m•nd you, who call Assad and even 
Arafat "Arab moderates"). I cannot guarantee the future, 
of course, but I do have the conviction that Mr. Begin 
can make an effective transition from the leader of the 
party to be the leader of a nation and a people, with all 
that this transformation implies. 

In any event, so it seems to me, we 
American Jews have a two-fold duty now; (A) to give Mr. 
Begin an opportunity to form his government, to evolve 
his policies and to present them to the American Jewish 
community, to his own people and indeed to the world. 
(B) it is our obligation to make certain that in the 
period of interregnum there will be no erosion of support 
for Israel on the American scene 

With every godd wish and warmest 
greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Rabbi David Polish 

minority 
repo_rt 

Moment · of Jerusalem's reunification 

a memory that cannot be taken .away 
A m ditat.ion. on th 10th an• 

nivor. ary ·of the unification of 
Jerusalem. 

We will .never forget how 10 
year ago the people .uf Israel and 
Jews from. all ovttr the world came 
streaming up ,Jud.ea's hills, in buses, 
trucks,. on foot, toward Jerusalem. 
Toward ..a Je!'\lsalem which had 
been torJl in half, the old mother 
11ector ravaged, the y~ung daughter 
sector isolated. We converged at 
the Kotel and walked jubilant 
wherever our feet would take us in 
a liberated and uri'ited Jerusalem. 
Tha.t moment i11 ours forever, in the 
samr-~ utegory with other 
miraculous momenta in our history. 
Tl\e memory of that moment will 
not be torn fN,m us, nor win that 
city in. iu fullness ever be torn Crom 
ui again. 

On thia 10th anniversary we 
confront those who would have u 
negotiate, not borders or territory, 
but the exiatence of the State of 
Israel. At every sign of a con
ciliatory attitude to~ard Israel, we 
should be receptive;. but for every 
indication of destructive hidden 
agenda, we ,should be on guard. The 
world is being conditioned to aee 

• Israel u an obstacle to a peace 
wl\k:h reasonable Arab nations are 
l>eing denied. Except primarily in 
this country, only the duties of 
Israei are being urgently put for
ward, while no mention of 
equiv'alent Arab duties ,are 
suggested. For our ref"9&1 to 
relinquish land without peace we 
are branded as intransigent. Among 
many, Arab refusal to abandon 
destructive designs against Israel; 
is· 'mei with understanding, com
passion and empty rhetoric. We are 
the intransigents. They are the 
moderates, • beduse they do · not 
press 'for Is~J's 'dismemberment 
for five years. . . 

lf it is int-ransigent to refuse to 
budge unless there is a clear signal 
oi atce~l'lc1J • of our right. to 
nati®&l sovereignty and 

4
security, 

then we· are•. intransigent. This 
intransigent people will not bllrgain 
away ita right to live. Those 
moderatea bave yet to say an 
un.-mb~ pord, f!9t whispered 
in the ears of aenatora but in the 
hearing of the .world, that they want 
to live at peace with a, sovereign 
State of Israel. 

The justice of our·position may 11t 
last hlve impresaed the leadership 
of this nation. Ne•erthelesa, in the 
times abead, the pressures upon us 
coul~ increase. Every effort could 
be made to lure ua into a vulnerable 
position. Every effort could be made 
to divide ua from Israel and to 
April 21, 1977 
SENTI'NEL 

divido us from on • anot.h r in this-
ountry. Thi i a danger gr at r 

tha11 th divi ion of J1,rusalem in 
1948. Now is a time for internal 
conflict to ubsido. Let there be no 
wa.r of the J ews for the rejoicing of 
ur adversarie . 
Now is.. a time for American 

ewry to declare its solidarity with 
ur feUow Jews in Israel. Now is the 

time to Let it be known that this 
people, which passionately wants 
peace, will not be seduced out of it.s 
defenses by entrapment, by 
coercion, by counsels for imposing a 
peace which can • only be a 
prescription for disaster both for 
the Middle-East and the world. 
Now is the time for a demonstration 
of our solidarity and for the creation 
of a national structure which will 
make that olidarity work 
morally and politi ally, involving 
the greate t, not th I .ast number 
of American Jews. 

Yes, there are divided counsels 
among us, as there are in Israel, and 
what free people does not live amid 
divided counsels. But from one end 
of the spectrum to 'the other, we are 
united on this proposition - no real 
peace, no concessions. Without 
peace, not an inch. 

We are united on .yet another 
score - our conviction that Israel 
and the Jewish people will emerge 
through these treacherou~ and 
morally distressing times into an 
era of unchallenged freedom and 
sovereignty, that however difficult 
th pangs, peace wiJI be born in the 
Middle East, that a resurrected and 
morally strengthened Jewish 
people will enter upon a new age-in 
its own land, and none shall make 
them afraid. 

This is our faith and this is our 
declaration to a world which must 
come some day to recognize that its 
own security is bound up with the 
security of Israel, that its own peace 
is joined to the peace of israel. This 
is our urgent message, and this is 
our commitment, that "for the sake 
of Zion we will not be still and for 
the sake of Jerusalem we will not be 
silent, until her triumph go forth as 
brightness and her salv11tion as a 
burning torch." 

Ya-din sues for libel 
JERUSALEM (JCNS) - Uri 

Avneri, the editor of ,the weekly 
magazine Haolam Hueh, and a . 
former Knesset member, and Yigal 
Laviv, a reporter, are being sued fo, 
libel by Prof. Yigael Yadin, the 
archaeologist, who heada the ·new 
political party, the Democratic 
Movement for Change. Prof. 
Yadin's action ia over an article in 
the magu:ine. 

f 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

May 7, 1977 

Dear Alex: 

I want to say belatedly how enormously I appre
ciated your arranging the highly useful session with 
the Conference of Presidents in New York, and your 
gracious hospitality at dinner thereafter. I found 
the session helpful in the extreme, and I particularly 
enjoyed the separate talks with you. I do hope that 
we can stay in close touch in the months ahead. 

I am off on Tuesday . Wish me luck! 

With warmest personal 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 
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THE PRIME MINISTER 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, 
President, 

Jerusalem, April 26, 1977 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
838 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 10021. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

It was most kind of you to write to me and I wish 
you to know that I greatly appreciate your expressions of 
encouragement and support. 

I consider the national challenges ahead to be too 
great to permit abdication from public life and, therefore, 
I feel duty-bound to continue my public involvement albeit 
inevitably at a lower key. 

Again, my gratitude for your generous remarks and 
may I add that I have greatly valued our association. 

With every good wish, 

Sincerely, 



His Excellency Yitzhak Rabin 
Prime Minister of Israel 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear Mr. Rabin: 

April 14, 1977 

There is little one can say at a time like this. Words bring scant 
~omfort. 

I do want you to know, though, that I am deeply saddened by the events 
of the past days. My heart goes out to you. 

You have every reason to be proud of what you have accomplished. Your 
services to Israel, the nation and the people, were manifold and largely 
of inestimable worth. The judgment of history will bear this out. 

I am satisfied that you are enabled and have the strength to remain in 
the political arena. Your knowledge and your understanding should not 
be lost to our cause. 

My very best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Hts 
·o 
u.s. 
w hington, n.c. 
Dear Amb s ador Lewis: ' 

AP-ril 2 • 1977 

·11 been o l'llC1nY ch.ml n n..., .. "'.,•~. nts for· your ooet no-
., Co ... ran of Pre i . r ric jdish OJ:"ga.ni• 
s I want t b sure you ha the neces a:,:y an co tin-
f • 

Thi o sion will b held on W d day, pri1 27 at 4: 30 p. . t 
515 Pa.rt Avenu , New Yor , N.Y. 

Th IT sidents' Confer~nce has f auen<l items to be discus 
till d o ollow!ng your pres ntation. I nm lool·ing or

w: d to having dinner with you ter that ev ning, I lto tha t 
,1111 be couvenient to me t at 7:00 p. . Pleas let me k1.1.0W what 
hotel YQU will be tay1n.,. t sol can • di r J;"O rvations at 

r tat: nt convenient to the hotel. 

L oking forwar t se in you on Wed"Q.e day and with kind t re ard. 
I 

SI.nearly, 

Alexander M. Schindl r 
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~rs. Frank G. Op ton 
150 East 69t l Street, #8-F 
Ne'W' York, New York 10021 

ar }:rs. Opton: 

December l, 1976 
I 

/ 
I 

Thanit you for your lett r of Nov !llb r 28th and for sharing your thoughts 
with • 

I 

t t I sha • some of your concerns. Th New Yprk 
T v tio=•nt for the Pr id nt ' Conf ence was repar d d , 
placed during ~Y absence from the country. Thus, as you can appreciate, 
I could / llOt make my view~ known to the g ~oup wh1c • de.leg te.d this 
respon$1bility. I would ha.v del ted ~ i c ,. the ording which ca.use4\ 
you distre s. 

I 

This1does not at all an tha not r t mai ar~ ntation. 
I 4i;l absolutely convinced that the U.N. is frightfully stacked a ain t 
Is~ el. &egretfully, it is not a court in which thiu lau~ will v r 
have fair heari g. b onces th c i th ·ab u tion 

v d a lut n ~tat n · th~ tlc worl is f lat it oul<l be carr 'ed 
by a ~jority vote in the United Nationa. But this rould not mean that 
th~ wpdd is indeed flat. ln th c ~ vein, the paa age of recent U.N. 
resotutions against Ir l do not n-iean tl t Is~ael is ole.ly re ponsible 
for the v rious situations extant. 

While I feel strongly regarding Isra~l and the United Nations, r till 
feel et:ro~ly that we must evet'r continue to hope that the U, t-1. will 
be:;Ol'ile the organizationathe world had hoped it to be and we nmst con
tinue to work tow4rds that end, 

tndes t gr etings . 
/ · 

Sincerely, 

Alexandet' M. Schindler 

\ 

1\ 
\ 



MRS. FRANK G. OPTON 
150 EAST 69TH STREET, APT. 8-F 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10021 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
SiS Park Ave. 
New York , . Y. 10022 

Dear Rabbi Schindler 

Nov. 28 , 1976 

I am outraged about t he advertisement in today's 
ew York Times . The attack against the United Nations 

appeals to the lowest hate instincts of the readers a~ 
forces me to regard it as political pornography. The a:l 
also plays on i gnorance and uncritical acceptance of 
innuendos and therefore, must be regarded as demagog ic. 
I suggest that no clergyman should associate himself 
with such publicity . 

I am a NGO (non- governmental organization) vol
unteer representative at the UN, representing the 
Unitarian Universalist Women of the United States and 
Canada . 

All students of the UN know that the organiz
ation suffers from the inadequacies, prejudices and 
predelictions of its members . We also know, that if a 
membership organization is operated democratically, 
the maj ority controls . If that is a farce, our oi-m 
governmental system is a farce. I am aware that the 
theory of democracy is under attack, and that a sub
stantial number of people prefer an authoritarian 
form of government . I, t oo, deplore the Arab- Soviet 
Axis but I do not believe it can be disrupted by 
s cur illous advertisements in the N. Y. Times. The 
question is, do you and your organization prefer an 
undemocratic f orm of or ganization f or the ur and do 
you think that Israel would fare better under a non
democratic system. 

Or else, would you want to abolish the worldwi de 
organization of the UN or restrict membership to those 
who ag ree with the view which you (and I) favor? So 
far, nobody has even proposed another system of inter
national organizat ion. I also note that Israel (1) has 
not propsed to resign from the UN (2) has not objected 
t o t he UK peacekeep i ng activities on the Golan Heights 
and on t he S inai Peninsula. Israel has participated in 
and benifited from numerous UN activities and these 
were not a ij farce 11 • I recall the praises from Mr. Abba 
Eban . It is shameful that the many positive a ccom
plishments of the UN are i gnored by zealots who should 
know better . 



MRS. FRANK G. OPTON 

150 EAST 69TH STREET, APT. 8-F 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10021 

2 

I will now turn to s ome of the specifics which 
are us ed as justification for the advertisement. 

Item Racism: I am married to a man of Jewish 
ancestry . We have four children. I need not protest that 
anti - Semitism is anathema to me. However, I know, that 
it would be most difficult for me to marry my husband 
in Israel, and t hat neither I nor my children would be 
regarded as equal to the Jews , if we were living in 
Israel . The d i s tinction i s purely racial. I therefore 
find it defensible to s peak of Israel racism, even 
though t he word is odious in light of events el s ewhere. 
It may be a debatable term, but the hysterical reaction 
to the word is wholly unjustified . Besides, t he fac t 
t hat a temporary maj ority of the UN membership has com
plained of racism in I s rael in no way excus es t he 
attack on the UN organization as such . 

Item UNES CO : The trouble started when Israel de 
clinea to comply with t he reques t to discontinue ar
cheolog ical activities in the conquered territory. It 
is wholly immaterial whe t her, a s the ad implies, t he ex
cavations were "educational". Dictators of all ag es have 
said and s ometimes even proved that their i mposed ac
t ivities were beneficient. I can find no fault with 
those who ob ject to this kind of mentality . 

Item t he American Taxpayer: Your pock et book 
appeal is,of cours e, a favorite political weapon. It 
is also an unethical below t he belt hucksterism, 
especially as it is obviously designed to foster the 
notion that the UN lives off the American taxpayers 
who support the UN. On a per capita basis, the American 
taxpayer is Nr. 14, far behind the Scandinavian countries, 
the Lowlands, not to speak of four Arab countries. The 
fact is also, that the UN is good business for the USA 
and especially New York , where muc h of the money of the 
UN and its staff is spent. 

The UN organization is manag ed by a staff of devoted 
international civil servants who have not displayed any 
bias and are striving to bring about international peace 
iM ~As f~00 in t he f ace of the intractability of stiff
necked partisans , including your organization. The ad 
does not bespeak the ethos and t he rationality wh ich I 
have been taugh t is essential to Jewish tradition. It is 
an unfortunate lapse and I call upon you to send an 
apology to Secretary General Kurt Waldheim. 

S incerely , 

Eva K. Op ton 



I 
I 

I ' M1nister ,Han41n Bar-On 
Embassy of ~•rael 
Washington, p.c. 20008 

Dear Hanan: 
I 

October 28, 1976 

Yes, I had seen Alton's address to the U.N. General Assembly. But I 
much appreciate your sending a copy to me with your own comments, 
they were of much interest. 

I'm also ple.ased to have another copy of the address for sharing with 
members of rrty staff. 

With warme~ regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

f 
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PERSONAL 

/ 
October 15, 1976 

~lY ~ 
J -~ ~ Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
• \ \)-i [ , v Union of American Hebrew 

\}/ Congregations 
·1 L c 838 Fifth Avenue, 

'r New York, New York 10021 

~~'~ Dear Alex, 

~~.~ l I am certain that you have already seen 
\Jlvv o~ Allan's recent speech to the U.N. General Assembly. 

· V Nevertheless, I take the liberty of letting you 
1
.~v have another copy in order to draw your attention 

~~f / .V ( in particular to the paragraphs dealing with the 
0

' • ~I , f r rms race in the Middle East. I believe that this 
~~If'<, is particularly timely in view of the rather unbridled 

r 

(' attacks against the recent decision by the President 
. to authorize the release of some rather important 

rwY\ items of armaments, items which had been under 
~ \ l discussion for many months. 

I believe that Israel's proposal for the 
moderation of the arms race, which has been repeated 
for years, is the real answer to some of the substance 
of the accusations levelled against us. In other 
words, as long as there is no balanced and mutual 
reduction of the imports of armaments into the area, 
there is no choice but to keep up Israel's deterrent 
strength. 

Passing to another matter in Allen's speech, 

f 
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I believe also that his words on rascism and 
apartheid are significant. 

With the kindest and wannest regards. 

Yours, 

Hanan Bar-On 

f 
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Mr. Kalman Seigel, Editor 
Letters to the Editor 
New York Times 
229 West 43rd Street 
New York, - New York 10036 

To The Edi tor: 

21 October 1976 

Publication by the Commerce Department of the names 
of U.S. companies that comply with the Arab boycott 
fails to meet the need for strong legislation that 
makes the Arab boycott in this country unlawful . 

We need a law that protects American companies from 
Arab pressure to stop trading with Israel. We need 
a law that protects American companies from Arab 
pressure to stop trading with other U.S. companies 
that trade with Israel. Such legislation should 
become a top priority of the next Congress and 
Administration, no matter who is elected President. 

Without such laws, the Arab states will remain free 
to exploit American industry as a weapon in their 
economic war against Israel, America's friend and 
ally in the Middle East. 

Without such laws, the quality of citizenship of 
American Jews and all who support or trade with Israel 
will continue to be under growing Arab attack. 

Without such laws, U. S. corporatj_ons will face ever
increasing Arab demands to choose between profit and 
principle -- the profit of lucrative Arab business 
versus the principle of free trade and equal opportunity. 

Strong anti-boycott legislation is necessary not only 
to guard against the importation into American life 
of foreign discrimination. Tough laws against the 
boycott are needed by U.S. companies to shield them 
from Arab pressure that would distort their business 
judgements and twist their business decisions to 
accommodate the Arab world's continuing aim of 
destroying the State of Israel. 

' ;jf3i;~erely, 

fl-t~ M~dler 
Chairman 
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Ambassador S:l.m.cha Dinitz 
Embassy of Israel 
Washington, D.C. 20008 

Dear Simcha: 

October l, 1976 

Thank you for your kind personal note in regard to my ZOA speech. I 
understood the inference which might be drawn from that one phrase; I 
only object to the headline which accused me of denouncing the Israel 
Govei-nment as "treating Jews like milk cows, that they want their 
money and nothing else." That was not exactly what I said. 

If you must know, I felt abused by Golda's remarks about me in Maariv 
last Friday, where she said something to the effect tbat "Sc:h:f.n:ller 
will not succeed in alienating American Jews from Israel." That was 
an unkind cut. l think you know what I feel and what I tried to do 
and it hui:ts especially because only the day before my 13 year old 
cried and when I asked him why~ said, "I have no father, you are 
going away again." And where do you think I was going, to alienate 
Jews f~om Israel? But there was a compensating blessing too, for on 
Tuesday of last week, with David's assent, I intervened with Nicolae 
in behalf of a Romanian Jew who long had been refused a visa or even 
an appointment with Rosen. On Friday, ercv Rosh Hashonah, Nicolae 
called up to tel1 me that he had received his vtsa t1-t every dayf 

Golda's remarks were a low blow on several counts but I am not going 
to even write her a personal note, never mind a public letter. I have 
too much respect for what he has done and for her age. 

On a more official matter, I enclose herewith a letter from one of our 
Houston congregants which makes an interesting suggestion. If you 
agree, please fo:,:ward it to the Israel Alnbassador to Mexico, maybe 
your good colleague can do somethiµ.g along these lines. In this con
nection and in regard to Argentinian Jewry, I asked our man in Washangton 
--- Rabbi David Saperstein of the Reform Jewish Religious Action Center -
to begin quiet conversations with legislators toward the end of readying 
appropriate inmigration legislation should it be needed in a hurry. 



Ambassador S:lmcha: Dinitz 
Page -2-
0ctober 1. 1976 

Simcha. again my thanks for your comments. I want you to know that I 
deeply value your friendahtp ~ Rhea joins me in sending warmest regarda 
to you and Vivian and we reciprocate your good wishes for a Gemar Tov. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander l'. Schindler 

bee: Yehuda Hellman 
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INC. OF TEXAS 6867 Wynnwood Drive, Houston, Texas 77008 . Phone 713-869-8371 
September 27, 1976 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President, Union of American 

Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Thank you for your letter of September 23rd, verifying the 
conversation that I had with Al Vorspan concerning the relation
ship between the American Jewish community and the Government of 
Mexico. I certainly concur that at the present time patience is 
indicated. 

I do, however, feel that there are some things which, in the absence 
of effectiveness on the part of ADL, that the UAHC should begin 
working on immediately. I have discussed this point with Ted Fre edman 
at ADL and belabored it for the last seven (7) years concerning Jewery 
in Latin America. I think that it is imperative, not only for the 
self-survival of the Jews in Mexico, but in particular for the Jews 
of Argentine,that PR in Mexico be immediately implemented. There 
is no question in my mind that should an exodus occur from Argentina 
that the doors must be kept opened, as this is the natural country 
to which the Spanish-speaking Jews of Argentina would want to immigrate. 

I believe that the UAHC, through the reform synagogues can do a much 
more effective job than outside agencies, such as ADL. The case 
could be strengthened considerably, should you be able to get the 
cooperation of the heads of the conservative and orthodox movements 
in New York City, so that together, through the synagogues, an 
education and course of action by the Jews of Mexico could be 
initiated. I think at the present time, where there is tremendous 
concern and fear in the minds and hearts of the Jews of Mexico, that 
you and your colleagues could make the point much more emphatically 
than during times of non-strife. Therefore, I feel the time is now 
not three months from now, after things are quiet, for the Jewish 
communities of Latin America to recognize that, in many cases, they 
are their own worst enemies and are to a certain extent, sealing 
their own fate. 



,. 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
September 27, 1976 
Page Two 

The Jews of Mexico City have "ghettoized" themselves, not only 
physically, but emotionally. They are not actively involved 
enough in the total betterment of the Mexican society through 
organizations, such as Rotary, Kiwanis, Lions Club, women's 
auxiliaries for Catholic charities and hospitals, etc., etc. 
Yes, there is some involvement - - And, yes, it is difficult 
in the Mexican poli tic al society to be accepted, even if a 
person wants, but that situation parallels the American scene 
thirty years ago, and I do feel that through the synago gues 
and through the Rabbis, that this point of getting more involved in 
the total social welfare of Mexico, as opposed to just the Jewish 
issues, is a strong point in raising the profile of the Jews in 
Mexico among their fellow citizens. AD L has been unable to get 
this point across beyond a few leaders. It is now up to the Rabbis 
and synagogues. 

Two weeks ago, there was a large editorial in the Guadalaraja 
newspaper, blaming the Jews for the economic ills of Mexico and 
this seems to be spreading. We are encountering some of it in 
Houston and San Antonio from some of the more radical Chicano 
leadership. I think this current anti-Semitism wave is a much 
more important issue to stem today, than the question of how 
Mexico votes on the subject of Zionism and I am deeply concerned 
that it be nipped in the bud. 

To you and your family, I wish a year of health, happiness and 
fulfillment. 

Sincerely, 

SLe 

cc - Mr. Ted Freedman, ADL, 315 Lexington, New York, New York 10016 
Rabbi Robert I. Kahn, Temple Emanu El, 1500 Sunset, Houston 
Mr. Al Vorspan,UAHC,838 Fifth Ave. , New York, New York l002i 
Mr. Tom Newman, ADL, 4211 Southwest Freeway, Houston 77029 



EMBASSY OF ISRAEL 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

PERSONAL 28 September 1976 

Rabbi Alexander m. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Thank you for your letter of September 14th 
with which you enclosed your address to the ZOA. 
As I was not present at the meeting, I have read 
your remarks with great interest. 

With regard to that section which you say was 
treated critically by the Israel press, I can only 
offer to you the following comment for what it is 
worth: 

I agree with you on the first part of this 
paragraph where you said that you were "employing 
a metaphor which may not be too elegant ... " I 
also agree with you that Israel does not need or, 
for that matter, wish to have a cow as her compan-
ion. Where I think the source of the misunderstanding 
lies is by the inference that might be drawn from your 
remark that Israel believes that the American Jewish 
community is a cow to be milked, or that the American 
Jewish community considers itself to be so. 

In all my long association with American Jewry 
I have found it to be Jewry with a heart, Jewry with 
a mind, Jewry capable of independent thought as well 

2/ .. 
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PERSONAL 28 September 1976 

Rabbi Alexander m. Schindler, 
page 2. 

as united action. I don't think anyone of us thinks 
of American Jewry in different terms and that, I am 
sure, includes you, too. 

Thank you very much for sharing your thoughts 
with me. 

Sincerely, 

~1--d--
Simcha Dinitz 
Ambassador 
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September ·14, 1976 

His ExcEhlency, The Israel Ambassador 
Simcha Dinitz 
'Embassy pf Israel 
1621 22~d St., N.W. 
Washing~on. D.C. 20008 

Dear Si¥1Cha: 

Yehuda ,Hellman tells me there has be~n a negative press reaction in 
Isli'ael , to my addr s at the ZOA. I'm at a loss to see how anything 
Isa d could construed as being critical of Israel. I enclose a 
copy of my remarkrl for your perusal, if yo can tell me whete I am 
critical I ' d like to knowl 

With warmest regards froin house to hotls ... , I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexandc~ .. Schindler 

Encl. 

I 
I 

/ 
f ii 
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TELEGRAM -- September 27, 1976 • Telephone for Imoediate Delivery 

President rald R. Ford 
The lfuite House 
Washington, D.C. ~ 

I . \ The organized Jewish community urgently requests your Administration 
I 

to take all po sible I asures to assure the final ad6ption of the 

anti-boycott legi lation now before Congress. Economic blackmail 

must be resisted; Americ cannot sell its moral principles for 

oS.J. mo. y. It must ot co ·h i t·ument for f theriug the 

foreign po icy aims of 1ti.m:1 l o OU '$, 

I I 
The Co f'!rence of t>res1.d nts of -· jor r!can Jewish Or anizations 

1 usl ;_• Ol . . 
bl>i Sc 1indler 

c~: Rick Btown (Accounting) j 

I 

I 
I 
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• From the desk of: 
~ RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER 

The or anizaed American Jewish community ft" k 
v~~i:;- l o" ~ , s+,·J"'-<-.h hb.. a.!.e ~~ C"'-

ur~ently ~ks y ,:_a take leeaersR~ a~FJEtf, the fixa 

final adoption of anti-boycott legislatidn-M~~~trm 
, .... A. \ - ' , 

must be resistedj America cannot sell 

its moral principles for oil money, It must 

not become the intrument for furthering 

the foreign policy aims of nations whose 

purposes are inimical to ours. The 

Conference of Presidents of Major American J ewish 

Or ganizations asks your personal intervention 

to that end. 
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'lsr,ael treating 
U.S. Jews like 

milk cows' 
By MALKA RABINOWITZ 

Jerusalem Po.st Correspondent 
it NEW Y'OR!K. - Rabbi Alexander 

Schindler, chairman of the Con
ln ference of Presidents of Major Jew-
3e ish Organization1S, criticized Israel 
>f on Friday night for its concentra
o, tlon on the fund-raising function of 
1t American Jewry. 
al "'Some American Jews," said 
1- Schindler, ·"have the feeling that 

they are cows to be · milked, walked 
around a bit for some exercise and 

e- then let dff to ,pasture." 
ot Addressing delegates to a con
m venti'on of the Zionist Organization 
n- of America here, Schindler said that 
al "cows have their · limitations. 
0- •~when I am in trouble, I do not 

want a cow. I want a man with 
the capacity f o r independent 
thought. Truth is the highest form 
of supp·ort fur 'Israel." 

Given the strong basic support of 
American Jewry for Israel, it was a 
healthy, perhaps even required de
velopment tha t there was !Criticism 
of Israel poUcy. • 

In an address on Saturday even
ing, ZOA leader Jacques Torczyner 
pointed to a power struggle in the 
American Jewish community in 
which "the fund-raisers" were seek
ing to establish dominance "without 
a democratic base." 

B-G University 
honour for K 

Jerusalem Post R epor.ter 
BEERSHEBA. The Ben-Gurion 
University of the Negev will make 
U.S. Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger an Honorary F ellow at a 
dmner in New York on September 
20, the universify announced yes
terday. 

Kissinger has agreed to attend the 
, dinner and receive the award from 

thC' university president, Yo~ef 
Tekoah. Kissinger was chosen for 
the honour fo r •his contributions to 
"r.cademic and diplomatic endeavours 
-and to the security of the State of 
Israel," the university said . 

MOSHE 
DAYAN'S 

"Story of 
My Life" 
reveals 
never-before
published details 
of his career as ,a 
soldier-politician 
and his private 
life. 

Serialization 
of this 
important 
autobiography 
continues tomorrow 



September 22, 1976 

Dear Dick: 

Your note and the clippings just arrived and I am grateful for your 
thoughtfulness. I also want you to know that I fully agree with 
your connnents. 

By now I trust you have the full text of my address, it vas sent to 
you via airmail express, and that you can see how hopelessly I was 
misquoted in the thrust of my message. To soMe extent, the ZOA 1s 
responsible for thle since their thrust is anti-government so that 
the platform hurt - but the big problem for me is the press which 
,eeds on discord. 

You also should kn.ow that the full text of my speech was sent to Dan 
Patir, as well as Rath of the Jerusalem Post which did me the most 
dirt. 

I'll be interested in hearing from you after you've read my t-.Xt. 

A bit belated, but nonethless heartfelt, mazal tov on your 50th! I'm 
sorry Rhea and I couldn't share in the simcha, it would have been such 
a joy for us both. 

Rhea and the kids join in sending fondest regards to you and the family 
and our best wishes for a beautiful, happy and healthy New Year. 

Rabbi Riahard G. Hirsch 
13 King David Street 
Jerusalem, ISRAEL 

Affectionately, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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CONFER ·NCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF fv1AJOR 

515 PAR ,, AVE 1UE 

NE\i\/ YORK, NE .Y YORK 10022 
Plaza 2-1 616 AMERICA JE\\/ISH ORGANIZATIONS uble Address: COJOGRA 

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS: 

Amer ican Is rael Public 
Affairs Committee 

American Jewish Congress 

Amerie<1n ,'.1 izrachi \,Vornen 

American Zion ist Federat ion 

Anti-Defamation League 

B'na i B'rith 

B'nai B' rith Women 

Bnai Zion 

Central Co nierence of 
American Rabbis 

Council of Jewish Federat ions 
and We lfare ~unds (observer) 

Hadassah 

Jewish Labor Commi ttee 

Jew,sh Reconstructionis·t 
Fou ndation 

Jewish War Veterans 
of the U .S.A. 

Labor Z ionist A lli ance 

M,zrachi-H apoel Hamizrachi 

National Comm ittee for 
Labor Israel, Inc. 

Na t ional Counci l of 
Jewish Women 

Na t ional Council of 
Young Israel 

National Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods 

Nat ional Jewish Community 
Re lations Advisory Council 

Nat ional Jewish Wel fare Board 

North American Jewish 
Yo:Jth Council 

Pioneer \Vomen 

The Rabbinical Assembly 

Rabbin ica l Council of Ameri ca 

Union .of Amer ican Hebrew 
Congregations 

Union of Orthodox Jewish 
Congregat ions of America 

Uni ted Synagogue of America 

Women's American ORT 

Women's League for 
Conservat ive Judaism 

World Z ionist Organization 
Ameri can Section, Inc. 

Zionist Organ iza tion of America 

... 

Mr. Jose f Al mog i 
World Zioni st Organization 
P.O . Box 92 
Jerusal em , Israel 

Dear Mr. Almogi: 

August 27, 1976 

I was both astonis hed and dis turbed to read the artic e , 
"American Je 1,·1s and Israel , " in the 1976 ,Jumber l i ss ue of 
Fo rum, publ ished by the World Zionist Organ ization: It is 
the kind of reportage 11hich one mi gh t expe ct to be publ ished 
in a Third Wor l d journa l--replete with half- truths, i accuracies, 
misinte rpretations and essentially anti - Zionist materi al of a 
kind that one certainly does not expect to see in a maga zine 
bearing the i mpri ma tur of t he \.l.Z.O . 

Particul ar ly troubling is the author 's treatment of t he so
called "Israel Tas k Force" of the NJCRAC and CJF1tlF, Hhich is 
described as representing "recognition on the part of the 
fundraisers that developin g benefi cial pro-Israel alliances 
and promoting a pro-Israel pub lic opinion climate is a spe cial ized 
skill best handled by exp~rts in the fJeld of community relations." 

I was startled to learn--as I am sure you v✓0uld be on re ading 
the article--that "the bul k of pro-Israel co r.rnunity relations 
activities are con ducted not by the Zionist bodies but by the 
officially non-Zionist and pro-Israel American Jewish co rrrnunity 
relations agencies. " 

You may wish to consult Charlotte Jacobson on the acc uracy of 
this statement. But even that is not necessary. The author 
reveal s his ovm ignorance--and anti-Zionist bias--in asserting 
that "relatively f ew" American Jews (he places the numbe r at 
480,000) "are membe rs of officially Zionist organizati ons. " 
The fact is that this figure is far greater than the membership 
of the non-Zionist community relations agencie s v,hom he regards 
as the major proponents of pro-Israel senti me nt in the U.S. 
The further fact is that 480,000 "members" equals 480, 000 
famili es--nearly one out of three Jewish fa mi lies in the country_ 
Not a "relatively few" number at all'. But in his eagerness to 

....... ~~ ... ., _ , .. 
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justify ignoring the Zionist movement, the author n.ust disr.iiss all Zionist 
pro-Israel activity and argue that " indirec t" pro-I srael political activity 
is "conducted lai·gely by the voluntary, ma ss-men,be rship and tax - exempt local 
and national Je\vi s h 'conr.1unity relations' agencies. " 

That Hadassah has a far larger "mass membe rship" tr .:in any of the collTI un y 
rel ations agencies the author mentions i s not revealed to the unsu s pec~ · ng 
reader , nor th at the activities of the Arnerican Zionist Federation are a so 
"tax exempt," nor that the Zionist movem::nti s vigorously engaged in poli--ical 
action for Israel. 

The a uthor is so eager to vaunt th€ various programs of the "I srael Task 
Force" that he comnits a serie s of breaches of security. 14e are told, for 
exampl e, that "a nat ion al s peakers bureau to coordi nate the appearance of 
pro-Israel spea kers across the country was set up (at a cost of S150,00 , as 
an independent agency v;ith no ostensible Jewish ident ification , so as n t to 
impugn its credibility in the general comn unity . " There is a description of 
anot her proj e ct to prepare i nterpretive material on Israel for Wa s hin gton 
base d columnists, . commentators and reporters ($30,000). There is also a 
descr i ption of efforts "to i ntroduce the news of Israel" in to "specialized 
trade and technical publications." 

Is it neces sary for a Zionist magazine to publish such facts and thus re 1ea l 
strategy and tac tics to the Arab League, the Senator Abourezks and the enemies 
of Israel l'ihere ver they may be? 

Finally, I must t el l you, i n all ca ndor , that I am offended by the aut hor 's 
description of t he Presidents Confe r ence. \•/hat is - part icula rly infuri2--ing is 
to read the author 's comments on the admit te d fact that the President s Confe rence 
"to a certain extent has be en recognized by successive Admi nis tra tions as ... 
official spokesman for American Je,,.iry on I srael and related mat ters." 

One would have tho ugh t that any objecti ve observer writ ing on the subject of 
"American Jev-1s and Israel" might underscore the significance of this histo r ic 
develop me nt, both for American Jewry and for Israel. Instead, the aut hor 
dismisses the very idea of it. "The reality of the situation, " he wri te s, 
"is somewhat different fro m appearances." 

In other v,ords, the "successive Administrations" that have been foolish enough 
to regard the Conference of Presidents as the "official spo kesr.1an for Arrer ican 
Jev1ry 11 ought nov1 to withdrav, that reco gn ition. Perhaps after reading s uch a· 
statement in an official 1·1.Z.O. publication, the Arabists in the State Cepartrrent 
may be emboldened to propose a change in policy. If the Presidents Conference 
does not represent American Jev✓ry, why should the President and the Secre tary 
of State bother to meet with it? Far from being the authentic voice of American 
Jeviry on issues affecting the security and dignity of Jev,s abroad, according 
to the author, the Presidents Conference serves rre rely as "an occasional forum 
for discussion- -particularly con venient for visiting Israeli dignitaries who 
wish to address 'the American Jewish Community' at one fell s1-10op--and as an 

.... 
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occasional spokesman in rare cases of unity . " 

Is American Je\vish unity so "rare" as to make the Pres idents Conference 
only an "occasional" spokesma n? You and I kno1v better . And is the 
"diverse" compo sition of the Presidents onference a dra\vback that 
operates "to prec lude any mea ningful functional role?" Or is not the 
Presidents Conference ab 1 e to speak for American Jewry- -and has not the 
Presidents Conference been recognized by "successive Administrations"-
precisely because it is so diverse and so broadly representative? The broad 
range of ideologies and function among the constituent organizations a~ the 
Presidents Conference lies at the heart of its strength and significance; 
\'<'hen the Presidents Conference speaks, it s peaks for all AITErican ewry. 
That is why it is regarded correctly as the authe nti c voi ce of the lar;est 
and richest Jewish co rrrnunity in the i'<'Orld . And it is this recogniti on that 
is so resented by the "Profes sor of Jev1ish Studies and Politica·1 Scie ~e" 
who is published by the \~ .Z.O. to "exami ne the politi cal relationship of the 
American Je1vi sh comnunity to Israe l. " 

It is intri gu ing to note that the author bases his assessments exclusively 
on intervie1•1s l'lith "many staff members of the various community relat ·ons 
agencies" co mprising the Israel Task Force . He sought no intervie\•1s vtith 
leaders of the Presidents Confere nce, or of the Zionist organizations, or 
any of the ma ny other major organizations 1vhose membership encompasses th e 
bulk of Pmericarv Jeviry . Did the good doctor really expect an obj ect i ,1e 

assess me nt from those v,ho a re subjecti vely in volved? As a CCNY al urn •Js, I 
am parti cu larly pained by such shoddy methodol ogy . Meritocracy clearly has 

its day, not just 1-1hen it comes to admissions but on t he faculty le el 

I will not fatigue you by listing the many other errors of fact and i nter 
pretation to which unwary readers of the Forum have been exposed in this 
article. Suffice it to say that they are innumerab le. It is disheartening 
and puzzling that the WZO should give them currency . 

I am av1are that the magazine i ncl udes the standard disclaime r that "the views 
presented in the art ic les are those of the authors' only." But I do not 
regard this as absolving the editors or Forum of re sponsibility f or 
publi sh ing materia l that is da nra ging--indeed, dange rous--to the cause of 
Israel. 

AMS:arf 

cc: Mrs. Charl otte J aco bson 
Mr. Zvi Yaron 
Mr. A. Schenker 

bee: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



HABBI ALEXA~DER M. SCHl1'DLElt e C:'\JO~ OF A;'l1EHICA1\ HEBREW CONGHEGATIOKS 

Mrs. Max N. Matzkin 
National President 
Hadassah 
New York, N.Y . 10019 

Dear Rose: 

PR ESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK , N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 

Augus t 11, 1976 

First of all, do not be "saddened" by having to write as you did. Why 
should a letter taking issue with what I said sadden you? l certainly 
am not in any sense offended by it, all the more so because I respect 
your judgments much, I always have and even in this instance you are 
just and wise in some of the points you make. 

Let me deal with the various points you raise ad seriatim: 

1/ Sorry I gave you 150,000 more members than you have, ascribe it t o 
a rabbinic proneness to hyperbole which is exceedingly difficult to shake. 
I don't have the San Francisco interview before me -- as a matter of fact, 
I rarely do more than scan these clippings, not wanting to be annoyed by 
the usual garble -- but as I recall it the question to which I responded 
was the following, "Are the presidents of the Presidents' Conferenc e 
really representative of organized American Jewry?" and my response was 
that we are, I am elected, David Blumberg is elected, and you, of course, 
are an added shining example. 

2/ You are right on the National Conference on Soviet Jewry question and 
I was clearly under a misapprehension. I checked this matter now fully 
and the formation was not quite the way I was given to understand it was. 
On the other hand, I stand by my conviction that a separate organization 
for this and other like efforts merely serves further to fragment ize the 
American Jewish community and that the entire Soviet Jewry issue should 
be handled by one of the umbrella organizations, to wit the Presidents ' 
Conference. 

3/ On the matter of Vietnam you will have to take my word for it. The 
UAHC, as you know, was the Jewish organization most closely identified with 
the anti-war movement. At that tiITe I was Vice President and I give you my 
word that I received call after call and messenger after messenger enjoin
ing us to tone down our public statement s if not to eliminate them entirely 
since "those guns which face America in Vietnam are the guns which will face 
us in Israel." There were times when in response to these pleas and just 
for the sake of "Sholom Bayis," Al Vorspan and I marched into Maurice to 
plead with him to cooperate. True, neither Rabin nor anyone else of that 
rank ever said this to me directly, but their ministers did and certainly 
gave the impression that they were not speaking for themselves. 
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Dear Editor: 
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4/ I really do think that there was a kind of worshipful attitude toward 
Golda on the American J ewish scene which led most among us to give her 
unquestioned obeisance . But you are right, it is probably wiser if I do 
no t say so publicly and I won 't in the future, but I still believe it. 
The feet of clay did not become too widely apparent until 1973 and while 
there were undoubtedly some who had doubts before then, those doubts 
were not voiced . 

5/ I, t oo, am tired of all this discussion about dissent and I must tell 
you that I am getting clobbered from both sides. On the one hand people 
say I am r eally a me ssenger for Breira and on the other hand people say 
that what I am trying to do is t o exercise censorship on the American 
Jewish communi ty. Obviously, neither is the case . It may be true fo r 
others but I for one do not use words like "open discussion" and "dissent" 
as a code word for Breira . Joe Sternstein and Jacques Torczyner have had 
a s much say in the conduct of the Presidents' Conference, if not more , than 
they did in any prior administration . When I say open discussion, I mean 
open discussion f or everyone. 

6/ In regard to the CCAR resolution, let me assure you at once that I had 
absolutely nothing to do with it, I did no t even participate in the debate 
nor in a special meeting which was convened past midni ght one night to dis
cuss the subject at greater l ength. As I understand it, the fina l version 
was a kind of "amalgam" designed to compromise a numbe r of force s, the 
dove s on the one hand and the hawks on the other . The doves wanted to 
have the Social Action resolution, which you will recall, affirmed and the 
hawks and centrists would have none of it . Moreo/ver, in his final address 
Arthur Lelyveld came down pretty heavy on the "critics of Israel," so much 
so that the press misrepresented him as having labeled them treasonous if 
not more . This l ed to the insistence on the reaffirmation of a free dis
cussion. What I am really trying to say is that most of the problems were 
internal CCAR rather than external Israel vis a vis the American Jewish 
cormnunity . 

I think that I have pretty much covered everything you raised. Again, let 
me say how deeply I appreciate your constructive comments. 

Good luck with your convention and warmest regards. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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1rs . ¥.ax N. 1-'.a.tzkin 
National President 
Hadassah 
New York, N.Y. 10019 

Dear Rose; 

August 11, 1976 

i 
FJ.r t of all, do not be "sadden d" by having to write as you did. 'Why 

' should a letter t ting isi:,ue with what I said sadden you? .!. CP.rtai. ly 
am not in any sense offen,ded by it, all the lmQre so becau e I espect 
your judg".nents tilllch, I ah~ays have and even in this instan~e you are 
just and wise in some of the points you make. 

Let r-e de--1 vith the various poi ts you raise ad qeriatim: 

l/ Sorey I gave yo 150,000 ~e members th~n you ¥ve, ascribe it to 
a rabbin c proneness to hy er o e whic exceed ni1Y ifficult to shake. 
I don't have the Sa. & a._cisco i tervi • be ... ore me -- ·..a.c a matter of fact, 
I raraly do nore. th"n can t1ese clip.,:. .gs, .ot wanting, tc c annoyed by 
the usual garb ... e -- but as I recall .t f.he que.s-1on to which I responded 
was the following, ''Are the presidents of the Presidents' Conference 
really represent"'t vc of oricnizcd American Jeiry?" nnd my response we 
that we are, I am e. ected, David Blumber is electc.d nd you, of course, 
are .an adde shining cxami le. 

2/ You a.:e right on th, National Conf ·en"'e on oviet Jewry question and 
I was clearly un er c m:!.sa prehension, I clec e• thi matter now fully 
and the formation 10.s not uLe t1e rmy I was given o un e stand it was. 
On the other hand, I stand by ny conviction that eparate organization 
for this and other like efforts merely serves further to tragment1ze the 
American Jewish community and that the entire Soviet Jewry issue should 
be handled by one Ol6bthl1Uwbrclla organizations. to wit th~ Pr.s1.dent ' 
Conferenc. 

3/ on the matter of Vietnam you will have to take P:fY word for it. The 
UAHC, as you know, was the Jewish organization mo t closely ide dHed with 
the anti-war movement. At that tilllleI was Vice President and I g\ve you my 
word that I received call after call and messenger after mes~enger enjoin
ing us to tone down our public statements if not to eliminate them entirely 
since "those guns which £ace America in Vietnam are the guns' which \fill face 
us in Israel. II There were times when in response to these p eas anct just 
for the sake of "Sholom Bayis, " Al Vorspan and I marched in..:o Maurice to 
plead with him to cooperate. True, neither Rabin nor anyone lse of that 
rahk ever said this to me direqtly, but their ministers did an~ certainly 
iave the im:,ression that they 111ere not speaking for themselves . \ 

I 
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4/ I really do think that there was a kind of worshipful attitude toward 
Golda on the American Jewish scene which led most aroong us to give her ' 
unquestioned obeisance. But you are right, it is probably wiser if I do 
not say so publicly and 1 won't in the future, but I still believe it. 
Th1:1 f . t of clay did not become too widely apparent until 1973 and while 
there were undoubtedly some who had doubts before then, those doubts 
wer,l not v iced. 

5/ I, too, am tired o all th~s discussion about dissent and I must tell 
yo, th.t I am getting clobbered from both sides. On the one h nd people 
say I really n messenger fox Breira an on th oth r hand pe le say 
)hat whrtt I am trying to do is to exerctse censorship on the Amertcan 
Jewish community. Obviously. neither is the case. It lT'.ay be tt"ue for 
others but I for o e do not use words like 11open diacussio1111 and "di ent" 
,'ls a code wo d for Breira. J'oe Sternstein and Jacques Torczynt:r • a17e ha._d 
as much say it1 the conduct of the Presidents I Conference, if not more, then 
they d:ld in any prior administration. When I s y open discussion, I mean, 
open di cussi n o everyone. 

6/ In regard to the er.AR r~solution, let me a aure you at once that I ha~· 
absolutely nothin to do with it. I did not ev n participate in the debate 
nor in special meeting hich iv'as conven. pa t mi night one night to dis
cu~s th subject t ~reater length. s I underst nd it, th final ver~ion 
was a kind of "amalgam0 dceigi10d to compromise a numbe:,.· of orces, the 
cloves 011 the one " d and th ... hawks o the otl er. 'l'he doves t,; nted to 
have the Social Action resolution, which you will r call, affirmed and the 
h ~ks nd centrists would have none of it. Koreoever, in his final address 
Arthur Lelyveld ca down pre ·ty heavy en the "critics of Israel, " o much 

o that the press misrepresented him ns having labeled them t ea.sonous if 
not mcn:e. This led to the insistence 011 the reaffirmation of a free dis
cussion. What I am really trying to say is that most of the roblcms were 
internal CCAR rather than external Israel vis a vis the American Jewish 
comnunity. 

I think that l: have pretty much covered everything you raised. 
me say how deeply I appreciate your conatrut eive comments. 

Good luck with your convention and wannest regards. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Again• let 
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Rabbi Alexander Schindler , President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Alex: 

August 5 , 1976 

The combination of your interview in the San Francisco Jewish 
Bulletin and the resolutions passed at the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis leads me to write the kind of letter which I did 
not believe I would ever have occasion to send to you . 

Let me first deal with the interview . I thank you for your free 
gift to Hadassah of an additional 150 , 000 members, but our member
ship still has attained only the glorious number of 350 , 000 . And 
while it is true that I won a contested election, I did not have to 
"fight my way up the ladder . " 

I think the issue of dissent has taken on the aspect of an attempt 
to muzzle people's opinions . The question is what does dissent 
represent? Dissent, according to the dictionary means , "to differ 
in belief or opinion or to reject the doctrine of an established 
church . " Dissent need not necessarily be only on the part of 
BREIRA, JDL, or - in Israel - the group which calls itself 
Gush Emunim . 

There is a great difference of opinion in Israel on how to achieve 
peace and security, just as there is a difference of opinion in this 
country on how we can help Israel to achieve that peace and security . 
However, to make it appear that dissent in the Jewish community is 
a virtue only because it is dissent and therefore must be respected , 
is doing ourselves a disservice . 

I could disagree with you about whether or not American Jewry should 
have a say in Israel's policy decisions . But when you say publicly 
that Israel told us that we should not oppose the Vietnam War, I 
think you will have to document for me who the "they" are , when it 
was told to us , and why you feel it necessary to make a staten\'ent 
such as this, undocumented , in a public newspaper . Your facts about 
the formation of the National Council for Soviet Jewry are incorrect . 
Golda Meir had little or nothing to do with its formation , even 
though she was the Foreign Minister . 
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Rabbi Alexander Schindler , President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations - 2 - August 5, 1976 

Your facts about the formation of the National Council for Soviet 
Jewry are incorrect . Golda Meir had little or nothing to do with 
its formation, even though she was the Foreign Minister . 

I believe that you do yourself and Israel a disservice when you say 
that "everything Golda wanted , Golda got , " etc . There were many who 
questioned what was happening both in Israel and in the Jewish 
communities during the years between 1967 and 1973 . I am not nervous 
about you, Alex, as you claim some Zionists are . But I think you 
do yourself and the Presidents' Conference an injustice with this 
kind of flip statement . 

As you know, I am a member of a Reform congregation , and no one was 
happier than I when I began to see the acceptance of Zionist ideology 
by all bodies within the Reform Movement, whether members of the 
Reform Movement were members of Zionist organizations, or not. However, 
I consider it horrendous that the CCAR has adopted the kind of resolu
tions which were reported in the press. 

I am particularly distressed to find that the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis passed a resolution in which it called for the 
encouragement of a full discussion in the North American Jewish 
community for alternatives, and to support forums for every subject 
including options for the solution of the "Palestine" problem . The 
implication seems to be that there is presently , no place or 
opportunity for such discussions . That resolution ends with a 
statement that dissent is not disloyal and then reaffirms commitment 
to and support for open discussion on ways to bring about a secure 
peace for Israel . It strengthens my opinion that the word "dissent" 
has now become a new synonym for BREIRA and that it is not simply a 
question of who dissents from prevailing opinion but that dissent for 
the sake of dissent shall now become a glorious achievement . 

I am saddened , Alex, by having to write this , but I feel that I 
must, if only because I respect your ability , your integrity , and your 
ability to be a leader . 

Sincerely , 

N. Matzkin 
President 
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CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS i~ 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONSY 

515 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Plaza 2-1616 Cable Address: COJOGRA 

"DISSENT IN THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY 
ISSUES AND RESPONSIBILITIES" 

(Summary of a discussion---- June 15, 1976) 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, chairman, opened the discussion, 
explaining that the meeting had been called because of a growing 
interest in the subject and a general feeling that it would be 
useful to explore both the areas of dissent of American Jews from 
Israel's policies and the responsibilities that necessarily 
ac_company expressions of dissent. 

Rabbi Eugene Borowitz of Hebrew Union College, editor of 
Sh 'ma;. and a member of Breira, made the opening presentation. 

Dissenters feel that the Jewish "Establishment" has manifested 
a monolithic attitude of defensiveness on the West Bank issue, 
Rabbi Borowitz said. They believe that . the establishment does not 
encourage open discussion and very rarely allows for genuine debate. 
Because most organizations want something from the State of Israel . -
money, program assistance, or the kovod of being publicly 
associated with the State of Israel and its leaders -- the inevitable 
result is a muffling of dissent, he said. 

In support of this argument, Dr. Borowitz noted that all 
Jewish magazines of over 10,000 circulation are organizationally 
controlled and that most Anglo-Jewish newspapers are part of the 
Federation-UJA structure and that large-scale community gatherings 
do not provide for debates on policy alternatives or possibilities. 

Rabbi Borowitz said a variety of tactics were used to discredit 
dissenters, including personal attacks on their professional and 
Jewish credentials and guilt by association -- the use of the sneer 
and epithets such as "self-hating Jew," "Marxist fellow-traveller," 
"neo-Nazi," etc. Ultimately, Dr. Borowitz argued, issues are never 
discussed -- only the personalities involved. Yet, in his view, 
dissent was not only morally desirable, but in fact a particularly 
Jewish virtue. 

Dr. Borowitz contended that because of a commonly-held view 
that "the Jewish people needs a united front in order to survive," 
no issue can be debated since every debate is bad for Israel. 
Increasing numbers of dissenters believe, however, that a perpetual 
united .front ~is "bad politics." Moreover, American Jewish dissenters 
did not invent the issues; they are only raising issues that first 
arose in Israel. Meanwhile, if and when the Israeli government 
changes its composition or its policies, the American Jewish 
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community would be unprepared because of a lack of informed public 
discussion ax issues. 

Dr. Borowitz expressed the view that the American Jewish 
community tended either to over-react or to react over-zealously 
to "cues" from Israel. An example cited was the Mexican situation, 
where he said the reaction was . such that not even the Israelis 
were happy. In addition, he said, a stricture on public dissent 
was particularly difficult because the boundaries between what is 
public and what is private becomes blurred. Suppressing public· 
debate and holding private debates "within the club," he added, 
leaves the vast majority of the Jewish community ill-informed and 
uneducated. 

. A vacuum exists and, as in nature, groups spring up to fill 
it, Dr. Borowitz observed. As the Jewish Defense League filled a 
vacuum for a while -- albeit not by methods or tactics approved of 
by most of organized Jewry .-- so, to, were new groups springing 
up unlikely to abide by the rules set up by the organized community. 
The very nature of dissent presupposed that, unless co-opted by 
the community, dissenters could not "abide by the rules" because 
they were already marginal to the community. The question was, 
with the minority growing 1a·rger and more vocal, what could be 
done to stimulate proper debate? 

Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld, immediate past president of the 
Rabbinical Council of American, made the second presentation. 

Rabbi Schonfeld held that such events as the Salute to Israel 
Parade and the Soviet Jewry Solidarity Day march represented, with 
their enormous crowds, the "gut feelings" of the vast majority of 
American Jews. Dissent in the Jewish community, he said, did not 
mean the same as it did with respect to Vietnam. To the Jews, 
dissent conjured up memories of Auschwitz. As a result, Rabbi 
Schonfeld said, dissent was appropriate only when it did not help 
the enemies of the Jewish people. 

We live in a time of unprecedented danger for the Jewish 
people, Rabbi Schonfeld went on to say. To the extent that Israel 
survived, we would. Israel's security was ours. Therefore, while 
we had a right and an obligation to speak out and voice our 
criticisms of Israel, the ultimate decisions could be made only by 
the Israelis themselves. 

Rabbi Schonfeld said he was concerned not so much by what the 
dissenters were saying as by where they were saying it -- in the 
pages of the New York Times and the Washington Post. And he 
charged dissenters with behaving as they did because, as he put it, 
they had not forgiven either the State of Israel or Prime Minister 
Rabin for having supported former President Nixon. 

Rabbi Schonfeld concluded by asserting the belief that dissent 
was valuable so long as it was not made public. He recalled that 
the Sinai Pact divided the Presidents Conference but that for public 
consumption a consensus bad been hammered out. We must, therefore, 
iron out our differences beforehand so as not to give aid and 
comfort to our enemies. 
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During the discussion that followed the two opening presentations 1 

Rabbi Louis Bernstein (RZA) expressed the view that the "so-called" 
dissenters were · trying to force Israel into showing her hand before 
peace .negotiations were undertaken, thereby abetting Israel's 
enemies. 

• • : • ,J :·..:. ~ 
··- . ,. .•. . .. -~:.:: 

Rabbi Sol . Roth (RCA) argued that dissent could and should be 
• encouraged when the issue was not one of survival but that a united 
front must be presented when _ the issue was one of survival. • 

. • · 

Harold Grubard (LZA) supported Rabbi Schonfeld's contention 
that the ultimate responsibility was on the heads of the Israelis .. , ,, ... ,_ .. 
and that American Jews, living in the United States, could not · , 
presume .to decide what the major or:minor issues concerning survival 
were. 

Rabbi Amiel Wohl (CCAR) held that the real problem was not the 
issue of dissent from Israel's policies but how to mobilize 
support for them, and that the major issue confronting the Jewish 
.community today was how to build a real Zionist movement and a 
-real ideology of commitment in the Jewish community. 

_ Mrs. Rose Halperin agreed with Rabbi Wohl that the really -
·important question was how to educate the Jewish community 
·affirmatively rather than negatively. On the issue at hand, the 
real question was how and when dissent was expressed. Why, she 

·asked, were the dissenters so anxious to publicly express their 
·views? · 

Rabbi Israel Miller expressed the view that while the 
dissenters did love Israel they were misguided and, because of their 
lack of judgement, could be dangerous l "Be wise but be careful of 
your words," he suggested. He noted that Breira was not the only 

' dissenting group and that we were not a monolithic community. 
American Jews had a right and an obligation to a point of view; \ 
however, in being supportive of Israel, we acted most effectively 
when we arrived at a consensus. 

Rabbi Emanuel Holzer (RCA) expressed the opinion that Dr. 
Borowitz' argument was a straw man. He endorsed Rabbi Miller's 
argument that the guiding principle in the Jewish community was 
consensus and that it was not a monolith·.-

Rabbi Joseph Glaser (CCAR) agreed with Dr. Borowitz that there 
was a vacuum in the American Jewish community. But he voiced 
concern about "going public," noting the pitfalls involved. · Items • 
in the Anglo-Jewish press -- ads, news releases, notices -- intended 
for "internal" consumption were often picked up by the daily press. 
The Breira ad which helped trigger the present concern with dissent . 
had appeared in the Jerusalem Post and was timed to coincide with 
the anti-Kadum rally held in Tel Aviv. Unhappily, it was then 
picked up by the New York Times as a straight news story. Where 
then does "internal" dissent leave off and "public" dissent begin? 

·Rabbi Glaser felt that with a minimal United Nations and a weak and 
frightened Europe, the only guarantee of Israel's survival was the 
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United States. The Jewish people was therefore in great danger. 

Consequently, if the minority failed to win adherents to its views 

within the Jew.ish community and went outside -- ~. Washington 

they were not only being irresponsible but were indulging in a 

tyranny of the minority. 

Following .the free discussion, Dr. Borowitz rose to deliver 

his final remarks. He had not suggested, he said, that we in the 

American Jewish community should make decisions for Israel but that 

we make them for ourselves. For that we needed an informed, 

educated American Jewry, something we did not now have. The pity 

of it was that once the Israeli government made a decision, it 

counted on us for support. But American Jews, not having been 

i~volved in the process, were left bewildered. 

i Agreeing with Rabbi Miller that on major matters there was a 

need for unity and an instrumentality such as the Presidents 

Conference, he called upon the Conference to help set up guide

lines for appropriate dissent in the American Jewish community to 

. be directed to the organized Jewish community. These guidelines, 

he said, should be directed at exploring three questions: When 

can one dissent? On what can one dissent? How can one dissent? 

. Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg, president of the American Jewish . 

Congress, was called on by Rabbi Schindler to summarize and weave 

together the varying strands of the discussion. · 

Rabbi Hertzberg prefaced his remarks with what he called "two 

factual observations" -- first, that the vast majority of American 

Jews were to the right of Jewish leadership on issues concerning 

Israel. In the minds of the majority, unfailing support of Israel 

was The Religion. 
( 

As an example, Rabbi Hertzberg cited the case of the tourism 

boycott against Mexico instituted by Jewish organizations after 

that country's vote in support of the U.N. General Assembly 

resolution condemning Zionism. When the organizations decided to 

·reinstitute Mexican tourism, their members simply refused to follow. 

Rabbi Hertzberg's second observation was that abuses of 

consensus and pressures on the ~onsensus stem not only from the 

left but from the right as well. He noted, for example, that the 

whole issue of Kadum was brought to the attention of the press by 

the fact of the settlement itself -- in direct opposition to 

government policy -- and the march through : .. the West Bank. The left 

wing became involved only after the debate was initiated by the 

right. 

The difficulty was that no one had yet adequately defined the 

meaning of "community" -- and the American Jewish community in 

particular. If we accepted the community of Ben-Gurion, where the 

Galut is peripheral, the American Jewish community was simply a 

"claque" existing only to shout "hurray" to all that the State of 

Israel does. If, however, we believe that Jews are "One People," 

then we in the American Jewish community have the right and 

responsibility to help decide ~he future course of Jewish life. 
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The difficulty arises when we realize that the Jewish community is 
neither centered in Jerusalem nor multi-polar. In Rabbi Hertzberg's 
mind, the community could be defined, for want of a better term, 
as "a community of not-quiteness" -- not quite parity between 
Jerusalem and the Golab and not quite non-parity. 

Given this imprecise condition, what is our role? Rabbi 
Hertzberg expressed the view that we must constantly make clear to 
Jerusalem what are the real issues and events in the American Jewish 
community. While Israel ha~ its own agenda, there is also an agenda 
in Kansas City -- and it may not always agree with the one in 
Jerusalem. It is our duty, therefore, to make the Israelis listen · 
to and understand what Kansas City is concerned about. 

• At the same time, there are dangers to dissent. Thus, in the 
1956~57 Suez crisis, the U.S. Secretary of State took advantage of 
deep divisions within the American Jewish community to achieve 
certain political goals he perceived to be the needs of American . 
foreign policy but that seriously damaged Israel's position. 

Regardles1:; of the code words one uses, Rabbi Hertzberg 
continued, be it "survival," "defense," "security," etc., what 
Israel .· does and how it acts has a powerful effect on American 
Jewish life. Therefore, the American Jewish community has the 
right and obligation to have its own opinions and to dissent if 
necessary from Israel's positions -- bearing in mind, however, 
that one must be willing to pay the price of that dissent. 

What Rabbi Hertzberg did find objectionable were those 
dissenters who used outside power or influence to impose~their 
perception of "What's good for the Jews" on the Jews. Thus, he 
continued, the real problem was not with those Jews who dissent 
within the American Jewish community but with those, marginal to 
the community, who take their arguments and disagreements with the 
community to the general American public. This "messirah" goes 
beyond the acceptable boundaries of debate. Alluding inter alia 
to Kurt Lewin's concept of identity, Rabbi Hertzberg pointedtothe 
danger represented by prominent Jews who are :_looked upon by the 
general public as Jewish leaders by virtue of their positions .:. 
within the general community and who seek to impose the "tyranny 
of the minority" upon the majority of the Jewish community by their 
manipulation of the American press and American policy-makers to 
gain coverage for their dissenting views on Israel. Here it was 
no longer a question of seeking to influence Israeli policy through 
legitimate dissent but rather of influencing American policy 
toward Israel through public criticism that attacked Israel '.s 
position and thereby weakening the Jewish State. • 

Rabbi Hertzberg felt that those who felt strongly about the 
right to dissent should do so -- but to "fight the good fight" 
meant to fight from within and to be willing to take the lumps 
which are the inevitable result of dissent. (He saw no reason why 
the Jewish "Establishment" had to make it easy for dissenters by 
supporting their publications or paying -for their opinions.) 
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Rabbi Hertzberg concluded by asserting that the issue of 
dissent within the American Jewish community might best be 
approached by asking two questions: (1) What is community? and 
(2) What are the sources of power? 

submitted by Joanne Jahr 
20 July 1976 
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Mr. Ben L. Kaufman 
Cincinnati Inquirer 
617 Vine Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

Dear Ben: 

July 29, 1976 

I just returned from Israel and yo\J.1" column of July 17th was called to my 
attention. l do think that your statement. at least in its tone and with 

" • .~ " its reference to censorship o~ public Jewish debate, misrepresents the 
consensus of the Presidents' Conference. 

I am writing these lines not for the sake of eliciting any kind of correction 
from you. It is more of a personal note because I waa~ you to understand what 
our position is. 

To begin with, I think you must see our statement in its proper context of an 
American Jewish community which, up to 1973 at least, gave unquestioned alle
giance to the policies as they were enunciated by the Israeli government. 
Whatever Golda wanted, Golda got. In 1973, all that was changed *nd the idols 
of old proved to have feet of clay. While there was no erosion of support for 
Israel among American Jews, theee was some erosion of confidence. Questions 
concerning the wisdom of this o~ tiiat Israeli governmental policy began to be 
heard here as they did in Israel. In Israel, these dissenting voices were freely 
heard and could not be stiffled. On the American scene the Israeli establishment, 
mostly domestic, strove to do so. 

Seen in this context, our call for a full and free discussion of all views con
cerning Israel represents in effect a declaration of independence, asserting the 
right as well as the responsibility of the American Jewish community to assert 
its 2!! views and to give the full opportunity for the expression of divergence. 

Concomitant with these rights and responsibilities conies the duty to communicate 
these views in all their patte.-ned divergence to the Israeli leadership and lam 
in the proeesa of establishing the means for such a communication which I hope 
will obtain not only on the national level, but on every level of the American 
Jewish community in its contacts with Israel. 
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.!\o\, to the issue of "public " dissent . Quite obviously, once thc 5C' mat t e rs 
are debated among Jewish organiza tions and on var ious J ewish platforms 
throughout the country, dive rgences cannot b e kept secret. They are public 
property and no attempt has b een m:..de or is being made or will b e made (at 
least insofar a s I am c oncerned) to prevent the ir public discl osure. Ob 
vious l y some of these divergences may give "aid and comfort'' to tll e enemy 
but that is the price of fre e dom and I choose t he honey even with its sting. 

I draw the line only on that kind of public crit icis m whose sol e intent it 
is to garner U.S. public support or even U.S. g overnmental support for a 
particular ideologic a l position. Tlns, it seems to me, cons ti tut es "Mess ira 11 

which our traditi on has always eschewed. 

Three further comments in this c onnec tion: 

a) I includ e in both my fre ed om and my strictures the right and the 
l eft . Criticism of Israeli g-ove rnmenta l policy does not only c ome from 
the Bereira. When the JDL stages public demons trations, it does not seek 
to make its views known eithe~ to the Jewish community or to the Israel 
leadership; it addresses its elf solely to U.S. public opinion. In other 
words, my use of the word "open discussion" is not a code word to encourage 
criticism from the left alone, and the established l ead ership of the right 
will be able to testify that, under my ad min istration as chairman of the 
Presidents' Conference, they have had mor e ample opportunity for the ex
pression of their view than they 've ever had before. 

b) Those differences which obtain in the Ame rican communit y are not any 
where as wide as they are portrayed to b e in the press . The t erms "dove" 
and "hawk" are misapplied once transferred from the Viet Nam experience 
to the Midd le East situation. No Jewish hawk argues for the leveling of 
Damascus or for the mining of the Alexandria harbor; nor does a J ew ish dove 
propose that we abandon Israel altogether. What separates the two are the 
risks that should be taken for peace. • 

c) One of the matters which troubles me g reatly, especially concerning that 
criticism of Israeli policy which comes from the left and with which I would 
normally s ympathize, is that there is not even a sha dow of a response from 
the Arab side, no indication whatsoever that anv k i nd of a give on Israel's 
side will elicit a responsive give in the Arab world. Here is Israel's pro
blem in its quintessence. 

I hope that my lines will give you some id ea on where I stand and why I was 
offended by your designation of our actions as "censorship" writing further 
that "Christians will be angered" by our action. I really do not k,now or 
understand how this can be a consequence. 

Again, l et me tell you this is a personal l etter wh ich seeks no r eaction or 
retraction, merely a better understanding on your part of our position . 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Mr. Albert Vorspan 



Mr. Ben L. Kaufman 
July 29, 1976 
Page -3-

P.S, Your charge that I "delivered Reform Judaism" to the WZO "as the 
price" for the chairmanship of the Presidents' Conference is also 
in serious error. 

The recommendation to do so emanated from the South African delega
tion to the World Union. It received fervent support from every 
other constituency and anyone involved will be able to tell you that 
I was one of the last holdouts -- not for idellogical reasons but 
rather for practical political considerations. 

The move to join the WZO was proposed in 1969 or 1970. It was ap
proved by all other elements of the Reform Jewish community before 
the Union eave its assent in 1974. I was made chairman of the 
Presidents' Conference in 1976. 



CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

515 PARK AVENUE 

Plaza 2-1616 

Mr. Richard Ostling 
Religion Editor 
Time Magazine 
Time Life Building 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Mr. Ostling: 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Cable Address : COJOGRA 

July 29, 1976 

In accordance with our conversation, I -enclose a news release issued 
on June 17, 1976, at a news conference called by Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler5 
Chairman of the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations. 

The material summarizes a meeting called by the Presidents Conference 
on June 15, 1976. The subject of "dissent" within the Jewish Community may 
be found on pages two and three. 

If you wish to speak with Rabbi Schindler further on the subject, may I 
suggest that you call him at his office at the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, of which he is president, at (212) 249-0100. Should you wish 
to reach him over the weekend his home number is (203) 227-0232. 

RC:jd 
Enc. 

With all good wishes, 

cc: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Sincerely, 

~ &/4vJ/\.__/ 
Richard Cohen 
Press Officer 



.. CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

515 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Plaza 2-1616 Cable Address : COJOGRA 

Contact: Richard Cohen 

For Immediate Release 

NEW YOR.'<, June 17 -- The chairman of the Conference of Presidents of 

Major ·American Je·,lish Organizations today called on the Ford Administration and 

11all candidates for the Presidency" to adopt a Middle East strategy that would 

emphasize "the,-ki.nd of peace which the Arab states must accept and the method 
(/ 

by which agreement on that peace is to be reached." 

At a news conference prior to his departure for meetings in Israel, Rabbi 

Alexander M. Schindler declared: "The debate on how best to reduce tensions in 

the Middle East has centered in recent months on the extent of territorial con

cessions that Israel must make. 

11It is time that the makers of our country's Middle East policy -- and 

those who hope to make it -- recognize that if there is to be a just and lasting 

peace in the M::.ddle East three essential conditions must be met: 

"They are: (1) Economic and cultural relations -- the free movement of 

goods and people; (2) Diplom~tic relations between Israel and her Arab neighbors; 

(3) Secure borders as the guarantee of the sovereignty and territorial integrity 

of all the nations in . the area." 

Rabbi Schindler added that "American policy must be based on recognition 

that these goals can be reached only in direct negotiations between the parties -

not by any imposed settlement." 

He co,1tinued: "Direct negotiations between the parties are not merely more 

conducive to the establislunent of normal, friendly internstional relat.ions; they 

are symbolic of that act of mutual recognition which is the essential pre-requisite 

(MORE) 
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to a Middle East peace." 

Rabbi Schindler said thnt "The focus of discussion must shi.ft frotn the 

r.eturn of territories to the nature of peace, from a one-sided demand for Is raeli 

concessions to the insistence that the Arab states take steps now -- not a gen

eration from now -- to normalize their relations wit}.J the Je',iish s tate and to 

make clear they have abandoned their refusal to accept I srael's sovereignty . 

,:We . intend ·to make this approach knmm to the Presidential candidates of 

both major . parties,"· the Presidents Conference leader declared. 

Yehuda ~ell.man, executive director of the Presidents Conference, said 

/f 
both the Repuo'fican and Democratic nominees for the Presidency would make formal 

addresses to the Presidents Conference following their respective party conven

tions. He recalled that in 1972 Richard Nixon and ·George McGovern had accepted 

invitati ons from the Presidents Confe r en ce to speak. 

On Jewish "Dissent" 

On the question of "dissent" within the Jewish comnunity , Rabbi Schindl2r 

disclosed details of a special meeting on the subject called by the Conference of 

Presidents Tuesday (June 15). 

At that meeting Rabbi Eugene Borowitz of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish 

Institute of Religion spoke in favor of a policy that would encourage dissent from 

and criticism of Israeli policies. Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld, former president of 

the Rabbinical Council of America, are:,rued against that position. Rabbi Arthur 

Hertzberg, president of the American Jewish 9ongress, surnmarized the arguments 

and expressed the concensus of the discussion that followed the opening presenta

tions. 

"The overwhelming opinion of the more than 100 representatives who atten

ded," Rabbi Schindler said, "was to support free expression of the widest variety 

rr:) of views and opinions on Israel's policies -- provlded that such views were voiced 
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within the Jewish community. 

uAmerican Jews huve not only the ri gnt but the r esponslbility to express 
,· 

their views to their organizations so that these view;.5 may in turn be communicat :::J to the 

governrent and people of Israel, 11 Rabbi Schindler said in describing the cor.s ensus 

,· 

of the Presidents Conference meeting . "But when Jewish dissent 'goes public' 

that is, when criticism of Israel's policies is expressed in the daily press or 

in the · halls of gov-ernment, 1t Rabbi Schindler said, 11it was the near-unanimous 

opinion that t)}~ result is to give aid and comfort to the enemy and to weaken that 
,.J 

Jewish unity which is essential for the security of the Jewish state, and, indeed, 

of the Jewish community of America." 

Rabbi Schindler opened the news conference by deplo:ring the "senseless 

murder" or the American ambassador to Lebanon, Francis E. Meloy, Jr., and his 

economic counselor, Robert O. Waring, yesterday. 

"This act of blind violence is still another example of the Arab terror 

that decent people everywhere abhor, but that tiOvernments appear unwilling to era

dicate," Rabbi Schindler said. He disclosed that he had sent a messa5e of condo

lence to Secretary of State Henry A. Kissin3er to be transmitted to the families 

of the two muruered American diplomats . 

Rabbi Schindler will attend several international J ewish gatherings in 

Israel, including the meeting of the World Conference of J ewish Organizations 

(COJO) in Jerusalem June 30 to July 2. 

61776 
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June 17, 1976 

Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg 
Templ Em.an el 
147 T.na.fly R.c 
Enalol ood, u. J. • 7631 

Dear rthu--: 

Your e • ... 
di cUS i 
noth:f. Q 

on sh.a # 

,rap • o - our Pr oi ,:.nts' Confereace 
bsolutely bril i You ft~ wit1 

e vu,:Y ~a~ evunt iri.d ed. Yo a~e 
Gal.: :dan r. 

A dee to • ~~o~ 11 
t rd ti You pu th 
d to you some very impo -
tan nd cogent pointa n:i.d you1: ry 1a ~terr· . 

Know t 
,OU to 

. i 1 n ving in ited 

With ! rt .. 1 
and rcfr shil,g 

tha.mt3 .1.nd cve:cy 
ummcr, I ara 

ood wish or a rewarding 

Sincerely, 

Aloxand r M. Schindler 
Chai 

I \ 

I 
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June 17, 1976 

Rabb! Fabian Schonfeld 
Young Israel of Kew Garden Hills 
150-05 70th Street 
Ka,;-, Gr1rden Hills, N. Y. 

You gave en extremely fine presentation. at the i,}8eting 
of th~ Pr 1dcntn' COnfc c . . or cy-- f r,onally 
aud =o th Conference I want to ~xpro s heartfelt ap
precirttion to you. 

The topic a. hand is a mo t difficult one and a ve 
ioportant on. While min~ may not nv been eheng d, 
I do .lieva a ~asurc. of und rstand1ns d~veloped among 
those f varyf.ng vlews. Tb,at in ita 1f is dalutary, ao 
f.s the opportunity to have e fr,udt and open dia~ussion 
on n ir1portant iseu . ' 

With repeated thaw• and every good wish for a rev♦rding 
and relaxing surmner: I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 

'I 
'. 



June. 10, 1976 

Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld 
Young Ierael of Kew Garden Hills 
150-05 70th Stree 
Kew Garden Ht11a, N.Y . 

Dear Fabian: 

I $'ll delishted that you hava accepted re&po~atbility for being 
one of th two initial diseuseante at th P-cesidents • Conference 
meeting on •tnusent arid the American Jewish Coumuuity .. Issues 
and ResonslbiU.tie . u I und rstand that you had something of a 
dry run at the Synagogue Council last night and that ia to the 
SoQd, it ,1tll meMi th4t you will ~ome to our me ting a little 
better 'iJntergegartlet. 11 

The title t.o broad and in ite sub-title the wc>rdiaauea ia included. 
l certainly do not want you to onit.t their discu sion rom your pre
sentation, especially sinc4 I t1m personally pledged to the idea of 
an open discus ion of issues round the table of the Presidents' 
Conference, Nonethel ss, I do want to empl\aaize that I do l\Ot 
begin to believe that we can hav an up and down vote or ~v nap
proach a conaensus on the 1s&ue level. Therefore, the focus of 
the discussion as I will conduct it aitd as I want to see it develop 
will be not as 1DUch on the issues as on the process of dissent as 
w~ ought to encourage it on th~ American Jewish scene. Aceord111f,.y, 
1 wuld be very much beholden t you if a subMportion Qf your re
marks were to be devoted to this particular ls sue. Moreover, there 
are t\lC> levels of the process which must be conaidere.d. The fir t 
is ,,,hether thete should be QPen d:1.$CUS on or not becaus there is 
assuredly :no 'Ul141\imity of opinion on that s-.:or oither. Secondly, 
there is the question of the. p1-oper tneQ1l8 of expression of these 
divergncy of views, shall it be public or private and if so how 
and when and to whom. Finally, there is the question of establish
ing the means of eomnunication to Israeli lead.era which will assure 
that these d1vergant views, whatever they are,. reach a U. ten.ins 
ear. 

If you have any questions at all in this connection pleas• don't 
hesitate to call me. I look foiward to seeing you on the 15th. 
With wumest regards, I am 

Sincer ly1 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 



.... 

Dr. Werner J. Cahnman 
67-71 Yellowstone Boulevard 
Forest Hills, N.Y. 

Dear Dr. Cahnmari: 

June 7, 1977 

I regret the delay in contacting you in regard to your letter of 
May 29th. It was received while I was in Israel and awaited me 
on my return to my office just this day. 

Your analysis intrigues me and you will be interested in knowing 
that it received some confirmation from the conversations which 
I had with Prime Minister-Elect Begin. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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To the Editor: Regarding the Mideast, we observe a remarkable convergence 

between Arafat and Begin. Both want the whole undivided Palestine, or 

Israel. Indeed, the whole country is a unit and is felt to be a unit. 

But ~~her the Arafat nor the Begin plan will work because passions run 

too high to make a genuine sharing possible . However, it may be to the 

good that the discussion has reached the point where a variety of optio~s 

begins to emerge . Among them is the option of Federation, by which I 

mean the creation of two states, an Israeli state and an Arab-Palestinian 

state, L~cluding Jordan. These states, whose internal organization must 

be left to themselves, would be politically separate, but economically 

linked through specifically concluded treaties. A Palestinian{rab 

ought to be free to l~I~ and work and acquire property in Israel and 

a Jew ought to be able to do the same in the Arab state. The Jew will have 

to be given the chance to retain Israeli citizenship, even if he resides 
41, 

outside the State of Israel and an Arab may ,hve the equivalent oppor,. . 

tunity, if he resides in Israel. Both Arab and Jew will .- then be able to 

settle anywhere in the country without foregoing the protection of their 

respective governments. There will have to be federal -authorities, to 

adjudicate controversial cases and mutually agreed sanctions for any 

violation of the elaborate arrangements which will become necessary. 

There might be a federal district in Jerusalem, although Israeli sover

eignty in a unified city is to be maintained . The acceptance of princi

ples of this kind will not mean peace, but the start of peace negotiations. 

It ought to be understood on all sides that peace itself is a proposition 

which will take a long time to be consurn.mated. 

New York, May 29, 1977 
Werner J. Cahnman 
Professor Emeritus 
Rutgers University 



JWle 7, 1977 

Mr. John B. Massen, Director 
Northern California Division, UNA-USA 
152 St. Francis Boul vard 
Daly City, California 94015 

Dear Mr. Mas sen: 

Pl ase forgive the delay in responding to your letter of May 28. I 
have just returned from a visit to Israel and this was my first 
opportW'lity to review your letter and respond. 

I thank you for sharing the various materials with me and I want you 
to know I am intrigued by your proposal. I am taking the liberty of 
sharing all the materials you provided with Mr. Albert Vorspan, Vice 
President of the UAHC and Director of the Commission on Social Action 
of the Reform Movement. He will be contacting you directly and will 
discuss your proposal at greater length once he has bad an opportunity 
to study the information. 

With appreciation for your efforts and with every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Mr. A. Vorspan 



... 

Mr. Falik Gorenstein 
Geva.t Eshkol 
Kfar Saba, Israel 

Dear Mr. Gorenatein: 

May 24, 1977 

Your 1 tter sa dens me de ply. I am especially di tress d or 
there is no assistance I can offer to help solve your problems 
and make like a bit easier for you and s. Gorenstein. I do 
regret this very much. 

Your situation is one which must be handled internally in Israll 
by those in authority. Unfortunately, my hands are tied in such 
a situation and I simply cannot be of aid. 

With regret and every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Hr. I. Agatstein 
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From: FALIC GuRllNSTEIN GEVAT ESHKuL 

----------------------------------------------
u 

•- r , 

Rabby Schindler ! 

I am bogging ,you ,r for heip even ' though I am 

net sure that you wouid be abie to assist meo 

My famiiy ( my wife, my sun , and I ) arrived 

to IsrM1 tfrol!l tl{e ~ .,,Soviet Uni"'oti r~on '1 Dec o I3o I972o 

An ··•1 app&-tamenti' 'was ~as signet to us as soon as 

we . ianded a-f . - the · Israei., :- .lrirport. 

At that time we did not have any kno"11edge 

cqric-erning: r 'Our c p1 aces donsequentiy, our 

Eshkoi ~(rKfar, Saba); My wife works in Bnei Brak, and I 

work in -r.::z-ui ito Bnei Brak is pretty far away from 

Kfar Saba, and my wife has to spend about 2½ hours every 

day just COI!llJlUting to and from work, 'Which is very difficui t 

for her., 

I have repeatediy asked the authorities t o assighn us 

an appartment that wouid bs eioser to my wifes piace of empioy-

ment but my appeais produced no resuits. Moreover , the iast ietter 

of refusai I have received, eiea~iy stated that I am not a new

con=!r anymore and therefore I am no ionger entitied to any bene

fitso I couid never imagine that after 2I years of my fighting 

for Freedom in Russia I wouid find myseif in exi1e ., I wouid 

becorre a siave tota, , y dependent from the appart. 
- :l o 
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Plaza 2-1616 

CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

515 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

April 19, 1977 

TO: Presidents and Executive D·i rectors 

FROM: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman 
Yehuda Hellman, Exe~utive Director 

Cable Address: COJOGRA 

The Presidents Conference' meeting with Samue1 Lewis, Ambassador 
to Israel from the United States, which will take place on Wednesday, 
April 27, at 4:30, has been moved to the penthouse meeting room at 
515 Park Avenue, New York City. 

·Each organization is invited to send either its president or its 
executive director to the meeting. If you have not already done 
so, please let us have the name of your representative, so that 
appropriate accreditation can be arranged. 



Mr. E. Peter Goldring 
4560 Prairie Avenue 
Miami Beach, Fla. 33140 

Dear Peters 

April 26, 1977 

It waa good hearing from you and I deeply appreciate your 
taking the time to write and ehare your concerns with me. 
Your oonnenta and the varioua materials are of interest 
and I am grateful for your thoughtfuln•••• 

With every good wiah, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

• 



March 29 , 1977 

Dr . Alex M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregation 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York , N. Y. 10021 

Dear Dr . Schindl er : 

I had the pleasure of meeting you on Thursday of last week, 
right af ter your lecture at Temple Emanuel, when I handed yo u 
a copy of a l etter wri tten to Prime l i nister Rabin . 

During the last few years I ave written mor e than a dozen l et 
ters regard ing the pol icy whi ch Isra el s hould take to be able to 
withstand the pressure of t he Arab onslaught . It is my content
ion that first and above all t he poli cy of Is r a el should be 
friendsh ip t oward the Arabs in general , preaching it and or ganiz
ing friendship manifestations toward the Arab population in 
general . Such a move is especial l y i mportant toward the Pales
tinian Arabs , who are i n so - ca lled "occupi ed t erritory 11 , and 
cr eate lead ership of friendly Arabs who should be committed t o 
an Isra eli - rab fri endshi p . 

There are many ways t o crea te such an Arab l ead ership , and no 
way should be l eft untried in orde r to have this ki nd of nu cl eus 
who would be wi l ling t o accept Israel , not only th eir exi stence 
but als o their f riendship and protect i on . 

If s uch a leadershi p is created an ind ependent Pa lestine wou l d 
be possibl e and would then have a Fri end ship Pact with Is rael and 
be able t o be independent b having the protection of I srael an d 
not be devoured by the neighboring Arab ~ount r ie s like Syria or 
J ordan . The r e is no reason why s ra el shou l d throw the We s t Bank 
or Gaza into the lap of Jordan and then by r evol ution Jo r an 
be come a LO country, crea ting a t hreat t o t he existence of Isra el . 

If we can cr eat e a fri end ly Palestine , which is of cour se very 
diffi cult , if we can do it by any eans , t i en a so lution wou l d be 
t hat we ave t he border s guaranteed , like crea ting Isra li mili
t ary bases in the ind ependent Pales tine on t he borde rs of J or dan 
and Syria, in order t o pro te ct them from being ann exed . 

If we would take a concens us t oday int e qes t Bank and Gaza 
asking for a pl ebe s cite whe r e th r ee questions wil l be put to 
the voters on th e fo ll owing basi s : 

1 . Woul d you like to be annexed t o J or dan? 
2 . l'✓ould you like t o have an independen t Pa lestine 

wi th friends hip t oward Isra el? 
3 . Woul d you like to keep the ~tatus- quo as it is now? 

f and when we ave s uch a nuc l eus of Arabs who would preach 
friendship toward Israel , we could get the r: ,a jor i ty of t he 
people i n the vest Bank and in Gaza to vote for Propos i tion #2 . 
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e should also advise the population that the people not voting 
are voting for status - quo . 

Nevertheles s, the first and most important part of this plan 
would be that we shou ld creat e t he friendship of certain Ara b 
l eadership , which co uld be 50 names, who would get the protect 
ion of the Israeli Army . 

Russia did it in Czecho~Slovakia , and the world wa s crying rape 
for four mon ths and then everybody accepted it . We did it in 
Santa Domingo and Chile and just lately Cuba did it for Russ ia 
in Angola . 

We are in the West Bank and we are in Gaza , and there is no 
reason why we shou l d not be able to do it . 

However, all my calls for this idea are without echo . If you 
wish , I would send you copi es of my letters with hundreds of 
arguments for t his pro j ect in order to convince you of t he 
possibility of such pro j ect . You being in the position you are , 
I am sure your voice won ' t go unheard if you feel t hat t his plan 
has merit , and would like to hear from you regarding the above . 

I am also enclosing the statement made by Rabin , which I re
ferred to in my letter which I gave you . I was introduced to 
you by Dr . Lehrman , who is a very close friend of ours . 

Thank you very mu ch for the attention given to me , and wishing 
you a Happy Passover , 

EPG : al 
enc . 

cc : Rabbi Irving Lehrman 

• 

t regards , 

yours , · 

E. Peter G ldring 
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JOSEPH M. DREXLER and PETER GOLDRING 

Drexler, G·oldring Step Up 
To Chair Hei;itage Dinner 
Yeshiva University · will hold 

its annual Heritage Aw~d dinner 
Tuesday, March 22, at Temple 
Emanu-El on Miami Beach, it 
was announced by Joseph M. 
Drexler and Peter Goldring, 
chairmen. 

The dinner wilJ be in honor of 
Louis Berkowitz, a Master 
Builder of Yeshiva University, 
who will be presented with the 
Heritage Award, the highest 
accolade for voluntary leadership 
to be bestowed by America's 
oldest center of higher learning 
founded under Jewish auspices. 
. Dr. Norman Lamm, the newly 

·, elected president of Yeshiva Uni
versity, will be the guest speaker. 

Among Yeshiva University's 
fourteen graduate and under
graduate schools are· the 
Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine, the newly estab-
lished Benjamin N. • Cardozo 
School of Luw and the Rabbi 

Serving as cochairmen of the 
dinner are Rabbi Max A. Lip
schitz, Judie Steven D. 
Robinson and Commissioner 
Barry D. Schreiber. Among the 
associate chairmen are Moses J. 
Grundwerg, Robert C. ·Josefs
berg, Herbert S. Shapiro, Joseph 
L. Sharpe and Leonard Zilbert. 

Peter Goldring has served as 1 
chairman of the Florida Friends' 
of Yeshiva University for th ' 
past three years. He is well 
known in communal and philan
thropic circles th,ough his work 
for the Greater Miami Jewish 
Federation and many other char
itable causes. 

Joseph M. Drexler, honorary 
chairman of the dinner, is a fellow . I 
of the Benjamin N. Cardozo I 
School of Law and is a founder of \ 
the Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine of •Yeshiva University. / His . philanthropies cover the 
(l'!)m, .. ~ ,,....t .... -.-A,.L . _ . 1 • 1 
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Syrian . Troops Try to Calm 
l 
I 

I 

From Herald Wir• Strvices 

BEIRUT - Syria poured fresh 
troops into Lebanon today to quell 
a rash of killings in the mountain 
villages southeast of here avenging 
the assassination \Vednesday of 
Moslem leftist leader Kamal Jum: 
blatt. 

At least 200- Christians have 

WORLD 
BRIEFS 

been killed over the past two days an shift in U.S. Middle East policy 
by members of Ju1'nblatt's • Druze and a possible . "unprecedented 

• sect. Syrian officials fear the kill- fight" with Washing~on over ~e
ings could plunge Lebanon back marcation of borders m the reg10n 
into civil war. in a final settlement. • 

According to Maroni'te officials "There is a grave danger of ero-
here, at least 7,000 Christian villag- sion in the positions of the U.S. ad
ers have fled from their villages ministration, public and Congress 

; , near Jumblatt's home i'n the moun- on the issues of the Palestine Liber-
1 fain town of MukhtaEa- ation Organization and a Palestini-

;·. • Tough. Syrian troops in battle an state," Rabin said in an inter
'::; [ drt~S, supported by tanks and artil- view in the newspapr Ma'ariv. 
: ,, 1 Jery," ,moved into the Chouf today "We shall have to mount an infor-

to secl'lre the villages. According to,, mation campaign to expose the real 
reports _here, at least 40 persons . face of the PLO," he said. 
were arr"ested. Terming "very serious" .Carter's 

Desoite' the violence against the· call for a near-total Israeli with
Christ!ians. there is no evidence drawal from captured Arab territo-. 
that they h-ad anything to do with ry in a final Middle East settle
the- m•,achine' _gun killings of Jum- ment, Rabin said Israel faced "an 

;==;2:=::::::===========~·unprecedented fight with the 
- Americans on this score." 

~

' Isra'el J\.eader Fears ,PLO Chief Denied 
i , Shi.ft in._ U.S. Polic .· 

tinian guerrilla chief Yasir Arafat , 
have withdrawn a proposal to ~i ve I 
him sweeping powers to negotiate , 
with Israel, Palestine Liberation 1 

Organization sources said Friday. : 

The sources, members of the 1 
PLO's parliament-in-exile meeting 
here, said every guerrilla faction : 
except Arafat's Al Fatah opposed 1 
the plan. One source said Zuheir : 
Mohsen, leader of the Syrian-con
trolled Saiqa guerrilla group, had ' 
threatened to resign from the PLO • 
executive committee if the Pales
tine National Council (parliament) 
passed the proposal. 

The measure also would have let 
Arafat choose the PLO leadership. 

President of Congo 

Seriously Wounded 
KINSHASA, Zaire - President 

Marien Ngouabi of the Congo was 
seriously wounded by shots fired in 
his living quarters in Brazzaville 
Friday, according to. reports reach
ing Zaire and Paris. 

Diplomatic sources in Paris said l reports from the Congo said the 
shots were fired by a a young in- 1 

fantry lieutenant and that the pres: 

ii '·\ TEL AVIV ,- Prime Mini$teJ .• Negotiating Po,rers 
:· Yitzhak Rabin warned Friday tha~ .: 
( there is a clanger,of a pro-Palestimi-1 CAIRO - Supporters of Pales-
1-: ______ , ______ ,....,.:._ -_::_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_::_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-c_-_-_-_-_:-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_:-_-_-_-_-_-_:-_-_-_-_-:_:;.:,-_-_: ,.., _____________ .,...._ 

ident was seriously wounded. 

• 

I 



Mrs. Magda Ben Mose 
Givat Ada 
Harhave 7 - 37808 
Israel 

Dear Mrs. Ben Moses 

April 25, 1977 

Many thanks for your kind letter. I am grateful to you for sharing 
with me your appreciation of my activities in -behalf of Klal Yisroel 
and the activitiea of the Conference of Prea,idents' of Major American 
Jewish Organizations. I assure you we all seek to do our very best 
to secure peace and security for Israel and for ' th• Jewish people1 we 
look upon out: activities•• of a aerviee of the heart. 

While you write that you are not young, from ,the wealth of faota and 
figures and quotations you share it ia obviou,s ,that you are indeed 
young in heart and spirit and mind. The ·conc;:ern■ .. you voiM are shared 
by many and I thank you for taking the time to -share your thoughts with 
me. 

I Alas, I fear I am 11nable to assist you in your r~~••t to appear on 
television to take your concern■ to the peo~le. 1Unfortunately, I have 
no connections tddch might help you gain thi■ wish. 

With repeated thank■ and every good wish, I am \, 

Sincerely, 

I' 

Alexander M. Schindler 
I 

• 
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Mr. Moshe Rosenbluth 
Shivte Israel, 43 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear Mr. Rosenbluth: 

April 4, 1977 

Thank you for sharing with me your letter to Dr. Kissinger. 
While I do not share your views, I do appreciate your having 
taken the time to bring them to my attention. 

with kindest good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

f 
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Mr• Henry Kissinger 
Tk White House, 
Washington, D• C• 
.u. S• A· 

Dear Mr• Kissinger, 

December 10th, 1976. 

I am a l~an, one of the inhabitants of Israel, loho lives in Jerusalem, who is involved 
with tm people and one who knows the public opinion. 

I would like you to know how the Israeli citizen reacts towards your operations. This, in 
view of the forthcomingl3nnination of your of.fice, as the politician architect of the united 
states. MY declaration is unbiased, nor directed by any influential party. 

Please note, that the conclusion of the people residing in Zion, is that your involvement 
in the Arab dispute, was always to depress than, break their spirit and hopes, as a consequence 
of your politic al pressure. You have, in our opinion, entered the Al rum of our foes of all 
times. 

You have caused our two retreats from strategical territories and abundance of the oil wells, 
which resulted in a convenient spring boa.rd for our enemies to attack us. You filled tm Arab 
stores with sophisticated ammunition, for our destruction and abolishment. '!he P•L•O• lifted 
its head in your "reign"• You withheld our total victory, when we had encirculed the Third 
Army ani were close to destroyil\3' both tre Fir st aIIl Third A;t,Die s . we have realised , with 
great sorrm and pain, that you have re\lnciated your nation's interest to those wo with to 
annjbi late us. 

According to Jewish conception and ethics, however, man is to be judged by the scale of his 
merits and as man is only blood and flesh and can err, in view of his luscious desires, or 
wrong judgement, you cannot be excommunicated, nor can the si~ of ~e be attached to your fore
head forever. you have a chance to amend your ways, you can change your deeds to good ones yet. 

Sir, your chance lies in the interval period, between the 11cha.q;-e of guardsn at the white 
House, to do good deeds, for the nation you come from. You may, if you comply, .go down in 
the Jewish History, as its benefactor. you may for instance, see to it, that we get an abund'f' 
ance of sophisticated weapons, oothat when woe caoos unto Jacob, the nation shall be in a posi
tion to defend itself ani hit back the foe. You may use your influence with the friendly .Arabs, 
mollify their standing and force them to make peace with us. A further alternative for assist
ance, may be your disclosing to the Leaders of Israel, facts hitherto unknown to them. 

And the nation of Israel shall be happy to embrace his lost chiJd and take him back to its 
bosom. You are our brother ani the past shall be forgotten, as is well for a man 1-ho has been 
enlightened by the Lord Al.mighty, to overcome the momentary pleasures of this world and the 
imaginary popularity. May God be with you II 

our sages have said ; there is one who buys the world in om hour. You~ be the one. 

I have written the above in naivete and sincerity. 

• 

TIUly yours, 

Mr. Moshe Rosenbluth, 
Shivte Israel 43, 
Jerusalem, Israel 



March 11, 1977 

Hi Honor th yor Walter Washill8ton 
Di tr1ct Building 
W hington. D.C. 

Dear ~r Washington: 

I nt to express sincere co ndations nd appreciation to you, the 
D.C. Police Department and employ es of the Di trict for the great 
s~Il3itivity and calm authority displayed by one and all during he 
rec nt seige . I thank God that the hostages l ve been rleased. that 
thy ar fe and sound and r turn d to th ir lov one. I pry 
that those who suff red injuries will soon b returned to strength 
and health . 

We w re honor d to have you with us or the :Pr sid n ' Con£ r nee 
luncheon in honor of Prime Minister Rabin. In view of the circum
stamre f the day, I am doubly grateful to you for taking the time 
to be with us . Some of th p ople at the lu cheon had heard th 
new reports and your pre ence ,ms a calmin fa or. 

With very good wi hand warm t regard. I 

s·nc r ly, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

' 



rch 15, 1977 

Hi Excellency The Israeli Amba sa or 
Ehud Avriel 
111 Eat Wacker Drive - uite 1308 
Chic o, Illinois 60601 

Dear Ehud: 

It ing you in Washington and I am delighted that 
r able to join us at the luncheon in honor of Prime 

Minister bin. You pr nc meant gr at d l to e nd 
I w nt to expr s my appreciation to you for making th trip 
to Washin ton. 

I also l nt o convey my heartfelt thanks to you for your 
effort in behalf of Kibbutz Yah 1. All of us re deeply 
grateful to you for your sup ort and consider t on. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander . Schindler 

' 



---·--
,_. A.L:Af;) L£VI l½:_ SAl..f.5 ! -

~t{R. MQL~L (l!,,lt I ) I":>. R.tAl..L'{ 

.t:orPG -A-JD13 ~DR. LY:,cD . 
~u,J/' 

~L'=>~ -A ~L6. ~OH. • ~ 

Pl=>. 6l~ -HI K ~~f\1\L-

-r-tt A0t--. e,d-t L LE- ( U IX:-

z) '' \ ~ ~ P lT~ Of- f ~Rm1N<; 

~(bfl.YTD tu.JTZJ)lt:- I 

l ~DO -APP. ti LS 

~ s ~w Ttte 

-r 



.,, 

► 

MAILGRAM SERVICc CfNTER 
MIDDLETOWN, VA. 22645 111ILI 

western union 

2•01b737E0b6002 03/07177 ICS IPMMTZZ CSP NYBB 
1 2127521616 MGM TDMT NEW YORK NY 03•07 1133A EST 

CONF RENCE OF PR SIOENTS OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS J 
JAHR 
515 PARK AVE 
NEW YORK NV 10022 

THIS MAILGRAM IS A CONFIRMATION COPY OF THE FOLLOWING MESSAG I 

2127521616 TDMT NEW YORK NY 29 03•07 1133A EST 
PMS ISRAELI CONSULATE 

ATTN EHUD AVRIEL 

CONSUL GENERAL, ROM REPORT DELIVER Y BY MAILGRAM, DLR 
111 EAST WACKER DR SUITE 1308 
CHICAGO IL 00601 
CORDIALLY INVITING YOU TO PRESIDENTS CONFERENCE LUNCHEON FOR PRIME 
MINISTER RABIN IN WASHINGTON DC WEDNESDAY MARCH 9 1230 PM AT THE 
SHOREHAM HOTEL, PALLADIAN ROOM WARM REGARDS 

RAB I ALEXANDER M SCHINDLER, CHAIRMAN, CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS (515 PARK AVE NEW YORK 
NY 10022) 

11133 ST 

MGMCClMP MGM 

• 

TC y RA 0 N 



~ightletter 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
Jerusalem, Israel 

2/24/77 

Mazaltov. I look £01-ward to our continued warm relationship. 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 



Reverend Robert W. Haney 
Minister of Education 

March 3, 1977 

The First & Second Church in Boston 
64966 Marlborough Street 
Boston. Massachusetts 12116 

Dear Reverend Haney: 

Many thanks for your recent letter. I am grateful to you for your 
expression of support and friendship . 

Your concern for human rights in gener l a.nd the death of Mrs. Dora 
Bloch in particular is heartening. I feel that you r kindred 
spirit and I am gratified that you continu to peak out for justice 
and humanity. 

With appreciation and every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



The First and 
Second Church 
in Boston163o 

A Unitarian Universalist Church 

64-66 Marlborough Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 
Telephone: (617) 267-6730 

February 17, 1977 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations 
.51.5 Park Avenue 
New York City; New York 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Your advertisement in The New York Times several months ago caught my 
attention. Unfortunately, the onset of church holidays and illness was even 
more efficient . in catching my attention. Consequently, this letter is tardy 
in the extreme. 

Being a poor, assistant parish parson in a church that does not involve 
itself in public issues, I am in no position to contribute much of anything 
to your campaign against the incredible anti-Jewish actions of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations and of other related international bodies. 
Hrnvever, I want very much to express to you my personal regrets at these 
actions and to assure you that I shall do all that I can to alert the people 
Ylith whom I deal to the dangers inherent in such actions. 

I would call to your attention the enclosed address concerning the cnse 
o.f Mrs. Dora Bloch. It is unfortunate that any person's living and dying 
should ever become a II case, 11 but so it is vii th Mrs . Bloch. 

Ambassador Herzog has been quick to complain about my characterization 
of the remarks of Foreign Minister Allon on page .5, but, alas, I cannot 
alter what the Foreign Minister said, nor should his rema.:.:1ks be thought 
exceptional. A Jewish state is still a state and is, like all other states, 
easily tempted to think of its subjects as objects, to be manipulated for 
reasons-of-state. 

Despite all such trivia, I am still very much concerned about Mrs. 
Bloch and continue an active correspondence in her behalf. Nothing may come 
of it--indeed, in this insane world, it seems almost certain that nothing 
will come of it--but, nevertheless, the effort must be made. Without it 
weare all doomed. 

Sincerely, 

~a~ 
Minister of Education 



THE SECOND DYING OF DORA BLOCH 

Text of a sermon delivered at the First and Second Church in Boston on the occasion 
of United Nations Day, October 24, 1976, by the Reverend Robert W. Haney 

It is sometimes said of those of us who walk the liberal pathway in religion-
surely the road "less traveled by"l--that the one belief we generally share is a 
serious connnitment to freedom. Yet anyone who talks extensively with religious 
liberals will qui~kly discover that there are other beliefs that we share almost as 
fervently. One of these is a belief in the worth of the United Nations. Consistent 
with that belief, we are annually encouraged to observe this date as United Nations 
Day, a day when we "join together in a connnon af f irmation of the goals of world peace 
and social justice embodied in the U. N. Charter and the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights." 2 I suppose that many, if not most of us have joined enthusiastically 
in such observances in the past--and with good reason. The specialized · agencies of 
the United Nations have probably done more for the well-being of the poor, the hungry, 
and the homeless than any single government has ever done, or could have done, or 
might even have wanted to do. Throughout its history, the United Nations has often 
served the needs of great masses of people very well. For its woik for them we shall 
be ever grateful. 

But as religious liberals we believe in other things as well as freedom and the 
worth of the United Nations. We believe in the worth of individual human beings; we 
believe in the inviolable sanctity of human beings. We believe that people have 
rights that governments individuallr and collec~ively should respect and protect. 
And we, believe that whoeve r violates those human rights most be called to account. 

If we truly wish to honor these beliefs, if we wish to maintain them as central 
to our system of values, then we must face one fact honestly, clear-headedly, with 
what Albert Camus liked to call lucidity. We must confront the fact that the United 
Nations, which claims to honor these same principles, is unwilling to act upon them. 

To set the stage for our examining together a particular case-study, I would ask 
you to reflect on an old myth and its treatment in painting and poetry. You all know, 
I'm sure, the story of Daedalus and his son, Icarus. You remember the story of their 
escape from Crete by means of wings ingeniously created to imitate those of birds. 
Father and son soar into the sky, the first men to rise above the earth in flight. 

Far off, far down, some fisherman is watching . 
Some shepherd rests his weight upon his crodk, 
Some plowman on the handl e s of the plowshare, 
And all look up, in absolute amazement, 

3 At thos e air borne above . 

But as the enthusiasm of the young Icarus increases, he flies higher, and higher still, 
until the wax that holds his wings together melts, and he plunnnets into the sea. 

What of the bystanders? In a justly famous painting, Pieter Bruegel the Elder 
captures the moment when Icarus sinks fearfully into the dark green waters. We see 
the young man's thrashing legs and glimpse a portion of his hand. But they are small 
details in a large composition. "On the mirror-smooth sea Bruegel has set a ship with 
bellying sails, imperturbably following its course .... " 4 The plowman, the shepherd, 
and the fisherman "quietly attend to their work without taking notice of the unfortunate 
aviator .... 115 A foolhardy but brave young man is dying, and no one notices. So 
Bruegel portrays the scene. 
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. 
However, the poet W. H. Auden has chosen to interpret the painting in a different 

way. In his well-known poem, "Mus~e des Beaux Arts," he declares that the drowning of 
Icarus was noticed by the bystanders, but no one cared. 

About suffering they were never wrong, 
The Old Masters: how well they understood 
Its human position; how it takes place 
While someone else is eating or opening a window 

or just walking dully along ... 

In Brueghel's Icarus, for instance: how everything 
turns away 

Quite leisurely from the disaster; the ploughman may 
Have heard the splash, the fors~ken cry, 
But for him it was not an important failure; the 

sun shone 
As it had to on the white legs disappearing into 

the green 
Water; and the expensive delicate ship that must 

have seen 
Something amazing, a boy falling out of the sky, 
Had somewhere to get to and sailed calmly on. 

Of the two interpretations--Bruegel's and Auden's--clearly Auden's is the more 
disturbing--indeed, terrifying. Surely we have cause to grieve when some calamity 
befalls a fellow creature while we are otherwise engaged. How much more intense must 
be our pain, our sense of guilt, when we and those we trust glimpse that calamity and 
then, for whatever reason, look away. 

When you and I awoke on the fourth of July, we found ourselves celebrating not 
only the two hundredth anniversary of our country's independence, but also the end of 
another episode in international terrorism--or so we thought. For a week, a group of 
passengers and crewmembers aboard an Air France jet liner had been held captive in an 
abandoned, squalid building at Entebbe airport in Uganda. For some of them, the flight 
had begun in Bahrain, a small island nation in the Persian Gulf; the passengers had 
transferred to the Air France plane at Tel Aviv, where other travelers had joined them, 
and the plane had stopped at Athens airport on its way to Paris. But instead of going 
to France, more than 250 human beings found themselves diverted to Benghazi, Libya, 
and finally imprisoned at Entebbe, with the full knowledge and co-operation of the

6 President of Uganda, the self-styled Field Marshal Doctor President Idi Amin Dada. 
The air-pirates, who claimed a variety of nationalities, also claimed loyalty to the 
cause of the Palestine Liberation Organization. By July 3, 104 passengers and crew
members were still being held prisoner; the great majority of them had been singled 
out by their captors as being Jewish. 

In the depth of the night of July 3 and 4, Israeli soldiers landed at Entebbe, 
freed the captives, slew many of their captors, and transported all the remaining 
victims of this sordid act of piracy to Israel. All, that is, but one. 

On July 5, the Jerusalem Post reported that one passenger had not been rescued. 
She was a 75-year-old grandmother. Her name was Dora Bloch. On July 3 she had been 
rushed to the hospital from her prison at Entebbe after choking on some food. She was 
still hospitalized when the other hostages were freed and flown to Israel. The govern-
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• ment of Israel expressed concern for her well-being. The government of Uganda testily 
replied that, at the moment of the Israeli incursion into Ugandan territory, Israel 

• had assumed full responsibility for all hostages, and Uganda was no longer responsible 
for anyone. 

Discovering that Mrs. Bloch held both Israeli and British citizenship, the 
government of the United Kingdom next expressed concern for her welfare. Uganda 
declared that she had been returned to Entebbe before the raid. Its foreign .minister 
made the same claim before the Security Council of the United Nations a few days later. 
And this was a callous, cynical lie. 

Addressing the House of Commons on July 7, the British Minister of State for 
Foreign and Comrnonwealth Affairs reported that a member of the staff of the British 
Embassy in Uganda had "visited Mrs. Bloch on the evening of the fourth of July in the 
hospital [many hours after the completion of the Israeli raid at Entebbe]. She was 
guarded by two men in plain clothes who indicated that she would shortly be taken to 
the Imperial Hotel in Kampala. An hour later the same evening the same official took 
food to the hospital for Mrs. Bloch but was denied entry at the main gate. 117 Follow
ing the public disclosure of his visit, that official was ordered out of the country 
by President Amin.8 

Diplomatic sources in Washington reported that Mrs. Bloch had been dragged scream
ing from her hospital room a few minutes after the visit of the British official. They 
surmised that she may ha~e choked to death on a gag that had been placed in her mouth 
to silence her protests. A refugee from Uganda reported seeing Mrs. Bloch's half
burned body in a forest on July 5. Said Field Marshal Doctor President Idi Amin Dada, 
"Why are the British talking so much about this lady? 11 lO 

Who was Dora Bloch? The startling fact is that no one ever asked that question 
seriously at the time. The newspapers and magazines never even agreed on her age. 
The Jerusalem Post reported that her late husband had been Welsh. She had two sons. 
One was married, and she was on her way to New Yo~k from Israel to be present at the 
wedding of the other when she was kidnapped to Uganda. What had she done in her life? 
What did she like to do? How did she feel about this and that? Nobody ever cared to 
enquire. To the world press, she was unimportant and unworthy of a reporter's time. 
Ironically, it is a question from President Amin that tells us most about her. During 
one of his visits to the hostages, he enquired about her occupation. "Oh," she said, 
"I am just an old mother. 11 11 

When Dora Bloch first disappeared, the government of Israel appealed to a number 
of other governments for assistance in discovering what had happened to her. Similar 
requests were made to major religious and diplomatic leaders by the Ashkenazi chief 
rabbi. In late summer, as a mere private citizen, I repeated some of those appeals, 
both to governments involved in the hijacking, governments representative of the inter
national community at large, religious leaders, and leaders of major international 
organizations. I was particularly interested in discovering what various governments 
and world leaders had said or done about Mrs. B\och's disappearance. The results of 
all these enquiries have been most instructive. la 

I am sure that I do not need to catalogue for you the fundamental precepts of 
Judaism and Christianity that pertain to her case. The first reading for this morning's 
service is representative of the hundreds of appeals for the compassionate and respect
ful treatment of human beings that resound through the Old and New Testaments . .' Surely 
some of the world's religious leaders should have something to~. at least. 
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From His Holiness Pope Paul VI: Silence 

From the President of the World Council of Churches: Silence 

Perhaps their silence does not matter very much. Perhaps nothing would have been 
accomplished by their having said something or done something. The religious leaders 
of the world do not lead much--or many--anymore. 

But it is otherwise with the governments of the world. By the terms of the Uni
versal Declaration of Human Rights, to which all states subscribe upon becoming members 
of the United Nations, they are committed to protecting a number of rights that appear 
to have been violated in the case of Dora Bloch. 

Let us listen to some of those rights and to the responses of some of those 
governments, and the response of the Secretary General of the United Nations. 

"Everyone has the right to life, liberty, and security of person." So reads 
Article 3 

From the Ambassadors to the United Nations 
of Japan, Kenya, India, Egypt, and the Soviet 
Union: Silence 

"No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman, or degrading treat
ment or punishment." So reads Article 5. 

From the Ambassadors of Bahrain, Greece, 
France: Silence 

"Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law." 
So reads Article 6. 

From the Ambassador of Uganda: Silence 

"Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights 
and freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fully realized." So reads Article 
28.12 

After repeated requests; from the Secretary General 
of the United Nations: Silence 

Dora Bloch was a passenger in international commerce at the time she and others 
were kidnapped. She disappeared while a prisoner in a country other than her own. 
There is testimony that she was murdered in that country. The voices of most of the 
governments of the world assembled as the United Nations are silent, as is the voice 
of the Secretary General. Their silence is deafening, and it teaches us a very simple 
lesson. "Everyone" may have "the right to life, liberty, and security of person," etc. 
but no one should expect the governments of the world or the United Nations itself to 
do anything at all to protect that right or any other--especially, perhaps, if the 
victim of injustice is old, female, white·, and Jewish. 

Most of the people who will talk about the case now believe that Dora Bloch died 
in Uganda at the order of President Amin. And, symbolically, she is dying a second 
time--on the banks of the East River in Manhattan. 

How can this be? How can the organization of governments that came into being to 
ensure both peace and ·justice in the world turn its back on Dora Bloch? 
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• A general answer can be found, I think, in a recent book by one of the world's 
.~eading authorities on international organizations. Professor ~eland M. Goodrich 

~ has this to say about the place of human rights in the work of the United Nations. 
"In the field of human rights, the approach of the United Nations has been selective 
and highly political. While it has succeeded in listing the basic human rights which 
should be protected and in drafting covenants for their legal protection, its concern 
with specific instances of violation have been dictated by political considerations 
and majority votes father than an interest in securing wide and equal respect for 
recognized rights." 3 

If we had the time and the insight, I am sure that we could discover the specific 
political reasons that have inspired the overwhelming majority of the governments of 
the world and the United Nations itself to turn their backs on Dora Bloch. In general 
terms, some governments want to maintain friendly relations with President Amin and 
are willing to ignore whatever he does. Some governments are interested in doing 
whatever will embarrass, annoy, or insult Israel. And Mr. Kurt Waldheim, the cur£ent 
Secretary General, is a very eager candidate for re-election to that position and is 
evidently unwilling to antagonize anybody by being fussy about the life and liberties 
of a Jewish grandmother. 

But let it be noted as well that those governments that have worked the hardest 
to discover what happened to Dora Bloch and to bring her case to the world's attention-
the government of Israel and the government of the United Kingdom--have also dealt 
with her case in a highly political way. Israel relentlessly tried to associate her 
fate with the pr£gable fate of the other hostages, in order to justify the connnando 
raid at Entebbe. As for the behavior of the United Kingdom, the speed and intensity 
of its approach to the question of what had happened to Mrs. Bloch were considerably 
moderated by the government's desire to remain in President Amin's good graces, and 
thus to protect--albeit ineffectively--the lives and property of the 500 British 
subjects who had chosen to remain in Uganda. 

Politicians and journalists like to think that whenever they have explained some 
course of action in political terms, they have thereby justified it. That kind of 
thinking has even acquired a not inconsiderable measure of popularity among private 
citizens. J The result of this practice can only be the undermining of our fundamental 
humanity. 

The practice of justifying action or inaction in terms of political self-interest 
is based upon the assumption that there are no significant differences between public 
interests and private ones, national concerns and individual rights. It "altogether 
denies that there is any private sphere, that individuals have any rights or integrity 
separate from or beyond politics. 1115But this, of course, is precisely the principle by 
which terrorists justify their kidnappings and bombings, and tyrants justify their 
murders. There is a higher law than the laws of politics, and unless we are willing 
to serve it, we shall be utterly destroyed. 

I wish I could close these remarks by bringing the case of Dora Bloch to a happy 
or at least sure conclusion. Even so, her family and her government continue to hope 
that somehow it will be possible "to return her body for a proper Jewish funeral and 
burial in Israel. 1116 But to their pleas, to the pleas of all who care about the in
violable sanctity of a human being, there are no responses from those who could act. 

But there is something that you and I can do. We can reshape our thinking about 
those who remain silent. I invite you to ponder again the words of Albert Camus. 
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[A]ll I ask is that, in the midst of a murderous world, 
we agree to reflect on murder and to make a choice. After 
that, we can distinguish those who accept the consequences 
of being murderers themselves or the accomplices of 
murderers, and those who refuse to do so with all their force 
and being. Since this terrible dividing line does actually 
exist, it will be a gain if it be clearly ma~ked.17 

• 

This may seem like a very modest goal, but we have avoided seeking it for a very long 
time. 18 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Readings 

1) Isaiah 42:5-7; Exodus 22:21-24; Amos 5:14-15a, 5:21,24 
2) Albert Camus, "Homage to an Exile," in Resistance, 

Rebellion, and Death, p. 100; and Neither Victims nor 
Executioners, pp. 20-21, 55 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

NOTES 

1 Robe rt Frost, "The Road not Ta ken." 
2 Undated letter from Robert W. C. Brown, Director of the Unitarian Universalist 

UN Office. 
3 Ovid, Metamorphoses, tr. by Rolfe Humphries (Bloomington, 1961), pp. 188-89. 
4 M. Seidel and R.H. Marijnissen, Bruegel (New Yo~k, 1971), p. 75. 
5 Otto Benesch, The Art of the Renaissance in Northern Europe, rev. ed. (London, 

1965), p. 113. 
6 William Stevenson, 90 Minutes at Entebbe (New York, 1976), p. 108. 
7 London Press Servic~ VerbatimService, 140/76, Wednesday, 7th July 1976. Made 

available by the United Kingdom Mission to the United Nations. 
8 The London Times, July 14, 1976, p. 1. See also the Security Council debates 

between July 9 and 14, summarized in the UN Monthl'y Chronicle, XIII: 8, August
September, 1976, p. 70. 

9 - The New York Times, July S, 1976, p. 4. 
10 The Jerusalem Post, July 14, 1976, p. 1. 
11 Quoted in Newsweek, July 19, 1976, p. 45. 
lla To the original twelve letters sent to ambassadors, answers were eventually 

received by me from the permanent UN missions of the United States, the 
United Kingdom, and Israel. Newspaper reports and private communications 
supply no evidence of responses to the pleas by Israeli religious and 
political officials. 

12 Treaties and Alliances of the World, rev. ed. (New York, 1974), pp. 15-16. 
13 Leland M. Goodrich, The United Nations in~ Changing World (New York, 1974), 

p. 270. 
14 See the remarks of Foreign Minister Allon, quoted by Stevenson, .2.P.· cit., p. 196. 
15 Daniel P. Moynihan, "The Totalitarian Terrorists," New York, July 26, 1976, p. 40. 
16 Personal letter from Tuvia Saar, First Secretary--Press, in the office of the 

permanent representative of Israel to the United Nation, dated September 30, 1976. 
17 Albert Camus, Neither Victims .!!£I Executioners (Chicago, 1972), p. 55. 
18 Paraphrase from Anthony Lewis, "Morality in Foreign Policy," The New York Times, 

October 21, 1976, p. 39. 
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GIDEON HAUSNER 

CABINET MINISTER 
ilT1Xil p.V,l ituil 

November 19, 1976 

Rabbi D,i;.Alex and Schindler 
6 River Lane, 
Westport, Conn, 06880 
U. S. A. 

Dear Alex, 

It was a pleasure to meet you again, this time in New-York. 
I hope that we will be able to maintain a regular and steady 
contact, in spite of my party's probable stepping out of the 
coalition in Israel, in the nearest future. 

Thank you ever so much for the most informative and instructive 
meeting arranged with some leading members of the Presidents' 
Conference. 

With warmest regards for you and for Rh.ea in which Yehudith 
joins me, 

PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 

JERUSALEM 

Cordially, 

GIDEON HAUSNER 

il7llltll:Jil W.Ki ,,wr.i 

c,7w1,, 



Plaza 2-1616 

CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

515 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Cable Address : COJOGRA 

No vember 16, 1976 

Please be informed t ha t the Minister of Defense of the State of Israel, 
The Honorable Shimon Peres, will participate in a special meeting of ~~t 
the Presidents Conference. The meeting will take place at~ A.M. 
on December 8, 1976, at the Harmonie Club, 4 East 60th Street, New York 
City, and will last until noon. 

Participation in the meeting will be limited to one delegate per 
organization, preferably the president or the executive director. 
Please call our office to let us know if you can attend. 

AMS:arf 

cc: Mr. Al Vorspan 

Cordi a 1ly yours, 

a_/~ 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 
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bee: Y. Bellman 

Mr. P.. • -, ·i 
Harmonie Cluh 
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November 23, 1976 
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bee: Tehuda Hellman 

i •. Fra.ru:. Sari.$ 
lb1: • e CltJ.i 
4 Ease 0th Str t 
Nc.1 Y~l.1., !i. Y. 10022 

a: . a.ris: 

Th-e meetL,g b o b.£: poste au 
American Jmrl.sh Oreani ... at1.ons. 

Please don' :1- si at c l 
regard to thi r uc.t. 

ov r 16, 1976 

y u :ve a y 

With appreciation and kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. tiller 

r.1 I 
lLtce to 

·L.ic q ie ions .n 

l\sSi tant to the President 
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Mr. Herma~ L. Sainer 
.Jewish Agency 
515 Park Avenue 
New York~ N.Y. 10022 

Dear Hj: 

NOvember 91 1976 

J 
It wa~ thQug..~tful of 7ou ·o ahare with me the item from Harper's 
on th9 Mic¥1~ East aitd Israel. I am grateful •nd thank you for 
thinki~ o~ me. 

With ~arme t regards. I am 

1 
I 

/, 

I 

JI 

, II 

JI 
; 
; 

Sincerely. 

Alexander M, Schindler 

\ 

\ ,. 

\ 



National Committee on Control and Authorization of Campaigns 

Member Organizations 

Council of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare Funds 

Jewish Agency for Israel 
Joint Distribution Committee 
United Israel Appeal 
United Jewish Appeal 
United Jewish Appeal of 

Greater New York 
World Zionist Organization-

American Section 

Co-Chairmen 

Charlotte Jacobson 
Jack D. Weiler 

Co-Ordinator 

Isadore Hamlin 

Sta ff Consultant 
Herman L. Sainer 

of the 

Jewish Agency for Israel 

November 4, 1976 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Alex, 

515 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10022 
T el.: PLaza 2-0600 
Cable Address JEVAGENCY 

Methinks you'll enjoy the enclosed think-piece from 
Harper's for November, on the Middle East and Israel 
in the midst thereof. 

Perhaps those sensible paragraphs might constitute a 
position paper for y our beloved Presidents Conference? 

Stay well, and deli g htfully loose . 

Cordially , 



October 28, 1976 

Professor Zbignie~~ Brzezinski 
Research Institute on Rutlsian Affairs 
Columbia University 
622 West 113th Street 
New York, New York 10025 

Dear Pr fessor Brzezinski: 

For myself p rsonally, and for the COnf rence of Presid nt of jor 
American Jewish Organizations, I want to express r~ofound gratitude 
to you. We thank you for ha,;ing taken time from your very busy 
chedule to meet with u. It was a great pleasure and privileg to 

have you in our dst. 

You made a great iut>ac t on your audience and I know that we all 
gained new insights from you. Yout" presentation was thought!-ul and 
lucid, really a superb address, 

With repeated thanks and warme t regards, I am 

Sinc<:rely, 

Alaxander M. Schindler 



CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 
515 PAllK AVENUE 

To: EDIE MILLER 

From: Joanne Jahr 

FYI 

NBw You:. 22, NEw You. 
Tel.: PLaza 2-1616 

Date: 22 October 1976 

MEMORANDUM 

The enclosed copy of Ambassador Herzog's speech was sent 
to Rabbi Schindler by Ambassador Herzog. 

I ordered extra copies from the Consulate/Mission -- enough 
to send out across-the-board ~to the Presidents Conference 
and to COJO (World Conference of Jewish Organizations, ·m 
which the Presidents Conference is an observer). 

To the Presidents Conference people I am simply stamping 
the front cover "l)isbributed by the Presidents Conference" 
as the title is self-explanatory. To the COJO people, I 
stamped the front cover "Distributed by the World Conference 
of Jewish Organizations" and enclosed a covering memo (as 
you '· can see from the attached sample). 

Best wishes. 



PLaza 2-1616 Cable Address : COJOGRA 

WORLD CONFERENCE OF JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

l'orlicipal/nw Or11111/zollon,: 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 
B'NAI B'RITH 
BOARD OF DEPUTIES OF 

BRITISH JEWS 
CANADIAN JEWISH CONGRESS 
CONSEIL REPRESENTATIF DES 

JUIVES DE FRANCE (C.R.I.F. i 
DELEGACION DE ASOCJACIONES 

ISRAELIT AS ARGENTIN AS 
(D.A.I.A.) 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF 
AUSTRALIAN JEWRY 

JEWISH LABOR COMMITTEE 
SOUTH AF.RICAN JEWISH 

BOARD OF DEPUTIES 
WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 
WORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 

515 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 

22 October 1976 

TO: i'.lEitfBERS OF COJO 
FROM: Yehuda Hellman, Secretary-General 

Enclosed please find the text of an address 
delivered by Israel's Ambassador to the United 
Nations, His Excellency Chaim Herzog , at a meeting 
of the Conference of Presidents of Major American 
Jewish Organizations on Tuesday, 19 October 1976. 

We believe you will find it useful for background 
purposes in your activities in connection with 
the United Nations. 

Encl. 
YH:jj 



M;.. " on. C. 
Liber:y rr.c 
Buffa ... o . Y. 
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October 26, 1976 
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SAPERSTON, ,V-ILTSE, DAY & '\TILSON 

WILLARD W . SAPERSTON 1663• 1956 

DANIEL N. McNAUGHTAN 1869 - 1952 

RICHARD H . WILE 1904-1968 

ALFRED M . SAPERSTON 

DONALD S . DAY 

.JOHN L KIRSCHNER 

WARREN S . RADLER 

WELLS E. KN I BLOE 

LAWRENCE .J. GALLICK 

DONALD P . SHELDON 

FRANK T GAGLIONE 

HOWARD T. SAPERSTON 

R . KERFORO WILSON 

FRANCIS W. GREUNE 

MORTON MENDELSOHN 

ROGER B . SIMON 

HERBERT ,J. LUSTIG 

BRUCE 0 . DRUCKER 

W I LLIAM LERNER 

CLIFF"ORO R. FULTON, .JR. WARREN B . GELMAN 

THOMAS F". SEGALLA NEIL A . GOLDBERG 

GARY L . MUCCI PHILIP B . ABRAMOWITZ 

.ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

LIBERTY BANK BUILDING 

BUFF.A.LO, N. Y. 14 2 0 2 

HARRY H . WILTSE 

OF COUNSEL 

AREA 716 856 - S400 
BRIAN P . FITZGERALD 

October 20, 1976 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

I received the enclosed reprint in a mailing 
which was sent to me as President of the United Jewish 
Federation of Buffalo. 

I assume that you have already seen the article 
but did not know whether you were aware of its widespread 
distribution. 

I know that you have many other more important 
things on your mind but did feel that I should at least let 
you know that I had received a copy. 

Very best personal regards. 

I am looking forward to seeing you in Cleveland 
early next month. 

DSD/kk 
enc. 

h 
Donald S. Day 



JOINING THE JACKALS 
by Robert A. Riesman, president, Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

This article was reprinted from the Community Voice , September 15, 19 76, published by the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island (reprinted at no cost to the Federation). 

What follows is a personal statement. Perhaps I am pre-empting too much 
space in your newspaper when I express at this length my individual views and 
concerns . I tell myself that the issues dealt with are issues that engage us all: the 
survival of the State of Israel , the integrity and communality of American Jewish life. 

Some of it makes unattractive reading, as indeed it made for unhappy writing . It 
is not an agreeable task, to show that statements were made that gave aid and 
comfort to those who wish ill to Israel and were subsequently disclaimed, to 
speculate on the motives for making statements and later denying them. 

Nowhere do I question the right of anyone to criticize, to dissent, to speak out, 
however recklessly or irresponsibly. Apart from taking the Name of the Lord in vain 
or bearing false witness , Judaism has placed a high value on free speech , long 
before the First Amendment to our Constitution. But the speaker must be prepared 
to meet with future disbelief, should his words prove untrue. 

Rabbi Arthur Lelyveld , a battle-scarred 
veteran of the civil rights marches of the 
sixties and a biting critic of the " Jewish estab
lishment," has voiced his anxiety over un
balanced and reckless public criticism of 
Israel by a small but vocal element in the 
American Jewish community. " When we join 
the jackals who are tearing at Israel's body," 
he warned the Reform rabbinate in his presi
dent's message to the annual convention 
of the Central Conference of American Rabbis 
this June, "we give aid and comfort ... to 
those who would cut aid to Israel and leave her 
defenseless before murderers and terrorists ." 

His concerns were well-founded and his 
words prophetic. Within a month, former Vice 
President Spiro Agnew, now head of a tax
exempt foundation , Education for Democracy, 
conducted a nationwide mailing of the 
foundation 's newsletter Memoranda , featuring 
an attack on Israel entitled " Mideast Time 
Bomb." The most cogent element in the 
article-otherwise a rehash of the distortions 
and untruths we have come to expect from 
Arab propagandists-was a paragraph of 
quotations, hostile to Israel and supporting Mr. 
Agnew's position , all attributed to Jewish 
sources. They read , in full: 

Several Jewish organizations in 
the United States are even more em
phatic in their criticism of Israeli im-

11 
perilaism . The Social Action Com
mission of Reform Judaism has de
nounced the " irresponsible 

practices" and " provocative actions" 
of the Israeli Government in 
occupied Arab territories. A new 
organization , Breira (Hebrew for 
" Alternative" ), sent an open letter to 
Israeli leaders condemning the 
" unfortunate killing " of Arabs in Gali 
lee and deploring "violations of civil 
rights and loss of life" in the West 
Bank. Rabbi Prinz, chairman of the 
World Council of Jewish Organiza
tions and a director of Breira, was 
one of the signers of the open letter. 
Rabbi Henry Siegman , executive 
director of the Synagogue Council of 
America, roundly criticizes Israel for 
the treatment of the Arabs living in 
the territories conquered in the 1967 
war and is finding American Jews 
" very receptive" to his position . In 
short , the Israelis can no longer 
count on the automatic support of 
either The United States or the 
American Jewish community. 

The Social Action Commission, Breira, and 
Rabbi Siegman repudiated the remarks 
ascribed•to them , claiming that they had been 
misquoted and their positions on Israel dis
torted. But painful as it is to say, it appears to 
me that whoever wrote the article in Spiro 
Agnew's Memoranda had reason to regard 
these. quotations as authentic. Even more 
painful to relate, the disclaimers by our Jewish 
friends sound unconvincing and, in some 
cases, disingenuous. 



Let us start with the Soc ial Action 
Commission. Did they say it or didn 't they? 
Does the Memoranda quotation above fairly 
reflect the sense of their resolution or were 
their statements, as the Commission told the 
Anti-Defamation League, distorted and taken 
out of the context of a resolution " that is 
supportive of Israel"? 

The sorry fact is that there was no 
distortion . As for the context , Rabbi Lelyveld 's 
appraisal follows : 

As a Conference , we have 
affirmed our right to hear every 
Israeli point of view including those 
of the "dissidents." We shall not 
relinquish our right as Jews and 
supporters of the State of Israel to 
express our concern , and even our 
specific criticisms. It goes beyond 
criticism, however, and becomes 
irresponsibility when we join the 
jackals who are tearing at Israel's 
body, as when we enact one-sided 
resolutions accusing the government 
of Israel of provocation when it has 
been acting with exemplary modera
tion both in the instance of prayer on 
the Temple Mount, and in regard to 
demonstrations in behalf of the right 
to settle in Judaea and Samaria. 

It is one th ing to call for 
negotiations and concessions which 
will advance the cause of peace. It is 
another, and to my mind totally inad
missable, for a Jew to give aid and 
comfort through ill-calculated formu
lations to those who would cut aid to 
Israel and leave her defenseless 
before murderers and terrorists. 
Such a resolution as that adopted by 
our own Commission on Social 
Action shows a lamentable lack of 
understanding both of Jewish history 
and of the contemporary history of 
the Middle East. 

The resolution to which 'Rabbi Lelyveld 
refers was passed late this April at a media 
event staged during a meeting in Warrenton, 
Virginia, of the Commission of Social Action , 
under the professional leadership of Rabbi 
Balfour Brickner, who together with his 
assistant, Rabbi David Saperstein , sits on the 
executive board of Breira. Marjorie Hyer, a 
staff writer for the Washington Post , was 
invited to the meeting and used the resolution 
as !j]e keynote for her May 3 nationally 
syndicated article , " U. S. Jews Beginning to 
Go Public in Criticism of Israel." Her account 
of the resolution reads : 

mission of Reform Judaism adopted 
a resolution alleging "irresponsible 
practices" and "provocative actions" 
by the Israeli government in dealing 
with Arabs in the occupied territories. 

Specifically , the resolution cited 
the provocative Passover weekend 
march through the West Bank by the 
ultra-rightist religious group, Gush 
Emunim, which set off demon
strations in which one Arab was killed 
and at least five injured by Israeli 
security forces ' gunfire ; the estab
lishment of new Israeli settlements in 
the occupied territories and the 
"politicization of the Tempie Mount," 
a Jerusalem area sacred to both 
Jews and Moslems. 

Rabbi Brickner's comment, as quoted by 
Ms. Hyer, indicates how "supportive of Israel" 
was the resolut ion : 

Brickner pointed out that " the rest 
of the world is bringing out the 
issue-as well as the fact that some 
of the thihgs Israel is doing has 
shocked the American Jewish 
community. " 

He cited " the expropriation of Arab 
lands in the Galilee, the activities of 
Gush Emunim, the harsh way in 
which the (Arab) demonstrators (on 
the West Bank) were dealt with , the 
deportation of two Arab Israelis 
(radical candidates for West Bank 
town offices before the April 1 2 
elections)-these are the kinds of 
things that are public knowledge and 
that create tremendous concerns. " 

Nowhere is the resolution or Rabbi Brickner 
critical of the Arab role in the Mid-East 
problem , except for the boycott and 
petrodollars, and nowhere is there balance. 
The complaint about the "politicization of the 
Tempie Mount" makes no mention of the fact 
that, out of respect for the rule of law, the 
Israeli government let stand the ruling of the 
local magistrate permitting Jewish access to 
the Temple Mount for prayer, awaiting a 
reversal from the Jerusalem District Court. 
Israel was begrudged the credit as a 
democracy for holding the West Bank 
elections, unthinkable in the Arab world: free 
elections that also enfranchised women , as 
they wf!re never enfranchised under 
Jordanian rule; the results accepted by Israel, 
even though hostile candidates were elected. 
What ever else we may say about the Agnew 
hate sheet, we cannot charge that he has "dis
torted" the statements of the Social Action 
Commission or of its professional head. 

Rabbi Lelyveld continues, "Fortunately, that 
resolution -was appropriately amended by the 
UAHC Board of Trustees, but not before it had . . - --



The last is an understatement. The resolution 
,reinforced other anti-Israel statements 
accumulated by Ms. Hyer from Jewish 
sources , which later appeared in the 
Memoranda article . Here is a fuller text of the 
statement quoted in the Agnew document, 
Briera's "Open Letter to Israel's Leaders" of 
April 7, signed by Rabbi Prinz, among others : 

"We are grieved by the tragic 
events of the past weeks in the 
occupied West Bank and within 
Israel proper. In particular we mourn 
the unfortunate killings of six Arab 
Israeli citizens in the Galilee. We also 
deplore the violations of civil rights 
and the loss of life which have taken 
place in the West Bank." 

Once again we find the onesided attack on 
Israel. Breira would let the Arabs riot in the 
West Bank towns without Israeli intervention. 
Such a policy might well have ae'stroye'd' the 
lives and property of an overwhelming majority 
of Arab residents who opposed and abstained 
from the rioting and whom the government 
was obliged to protect. In a part of the world 
where civil rights are otherwise non-existent, 
and loss of life-or hundreds of lives-a daily 
occurrence, Breira chooses to castigate Israel 
and only Israel for what in fairness was a 
restrained response to a virtually unmanage
able situation. 

Confronted with the Agnew article, Robert 
Loeb, executive director of Breira, was quoted 
by Mary Breasted of the New York Times on 
July 30 as acknowledging that his group was 
sometimes critical of Israeli "imperialism," 
though the newsletter "distorted" the views of 
his organization. Breira later pulled itself 
together and issued a statement. 

"We unequivocally denounce such 
manipulation of responsible Jewish 
dissent," it began , and went on to 
describe the characterization of 
"imperialism" as "absurd." 

Breira first came to the attention of the 
general Jewish community when it sponsored 
an advertisement, dated November 4, 197 4, 
signed by prominent rabbis and other Jews, 
criticizing those who peacefully demonstrated 
against Arafat's appearance before the United 
Nations. Breira calls itself a "national Jewish 
organization representing a growing and in
creasingly significant voice within the Jewish 
community calling for an overall peace settle
ment as the basis for Israeli security." Claiming 
"nearly 1,000" members as of this spring, it 
surfaced after the Yorn Kippur War, apparently 
as an offshoot of the Committee on New 
Alternatives in the Middle East (CONAME), 
taking on Robert Loeb from the staff of 
CONAME as executive director of Breira. A 
number of the CONAME steering committee . . . 

positions on its advisory board, and other 
CONAME affiliates listed as members. 

CONAME distinguished itself on October 
25, 1973, as a signatory, along with 19 Arab 
organizations, of a telegram to members of 
both Houses of Congress, which read, in part: 
"We the undersigned representatives of 
millions of American citizens from all over the 
United States strongly urge you to vote 
absolutely no arms or advisers to Israel. 
Prevent the diversion of massive funds from 
American needs to a foreign state's military 
expansionism . . . The U. S. Congress, not 
Israel, repeat not Israel, should decide how 
American tax dollars should be spent." Six 
weeks later, CONAME disavowed the use of 
its name, but Time magazine, in a June 23, 
1975, article, "Pushing the Arab Cause in 
America," listed CONAME among the "some 
20 organizations" that were "carrying the 
Arabs' message." 

Breira's message is often indistinguishable 
from the Arabs' message. Rabbi David 
Sapirstein , a member of the Breira executive 
board (and of the staff of the Social Action 
Commission) was quoted in the Jewish Post 
and Opinion of February 1 6, 1976 as saying . 
that some Israelis believe that Israel should 
talk to the PLO "if the Arab group first agrees 
to recognize Israel's right to exist" but that 
Breira posed "no such precondition." It is 
Israeli intransigence and lack of "initiatives," 
according to Breira, that present the major 
obstacle to peace in the Middle East. Back to 
the 1967 borders, turn the West Bank over to 
the PLO and all will be well. According to 
Rabbi Albert Axelrad, member of the Breira 
executive board and chaplain and Hillel 
director of Brandeis University, writing in the 
Boston Jewish Advocate of August 19, 1976, 
the PLO emerged only after Israel failed to 
advance "political initiatives" following the 
1967 war. This would come as a surprise to 
Ahmed Shukeiry, who was chosen chairman 
of the PLO upon its founding in 1964 at the 
first Palestinian National Congress and 
endorsed by all the Arab states. It would come 
as a surprise to the survivors of the PLO's 
20th Palestinian Division, two brigades of 
which were concentrated in the Gaza strip in 
May of 1 967, awaiting Nasser's command to 
attack Israel. One would think that Breira 
executive board member, Rabbi Max Ticktin, 
director~ National Department of Field 
Services and Leadership Training of B'nai 
B'rith Hillel Foundations, would have provided 
better field service and training in history to his 
proteges among the many Hillel rabbis who 
have joined Breira. 

The sad fact is that, not only did Breira say 
what Agnew said it said, but that the entire 
Agnew article says little about Israel or the 
Middle East that has not already been 



by its staff or executive board members. _ 
Rabbi Siegman has announced that he will 

press for a libel action against Mr. Agnew, 
denouncing as "a total fabrication " the 
statement attributed to him in the excerpt 
above. The Agnew excerpt was apparently 
taken from the May 3 Washington Post article 
in which Ms. Hyer characterizes an essay by 
Rabbi Siegman as "criticizing Israel for its 
failure , over the past nine years, to come to 
grips with problems of the territories and 
people it conquered in the 1967 war." Ms. 
Hyer goes on to quote Rabbi Sieg man: 

In discussing the article last week, 
Sieg man half laughed and observed : 
" I had half expected to become a 
martyr, you know, for saying those 
things. I felt it would bring down all 
kinds of wrath on me. But nothing of 
the sort has happened . I discovered 
that people have been very receptive 
to those ideas." 

Since Rabbi Siegman 's suit may come 
before the courts, I do not think it appropriate 
to comment on whether the "fabrication " is 
indeed total or whether the issue is one of 
nuance rather then substance. 

Perhaps Spiro Agnew has rendered the 
American Jewish community-and Israel-a 
service by showing some American Jews how 
close they had come to the brink. The shock 
of recognition , of hearing one's own words 
used by an enemy of Israel against Israel, may 
well cause many Breira members to part 
company with the jackals. Perhaps they will re
evaluate their support of the hard core of 
Breira who hold "seminars" for members of 
the United States Congress " to open new per
spectives," which translates into undermining 
American support for Israel and increased 
pressure on her for unilateral concessions. 
Perhaps it is time for members of Breira to 
stop lending their name to communications to 
Congress, calling for American recognition of 
the PLO and a Palestinian state . 

According to the Jewish Post and Opinion 
of July 9 , 1976, Rabbi Prinz has complained of 
actions taken by Breira officials , without con
sulting the board . Other eyes have been 
opened by recent events. Rabbi Axelrad tells 
how he was shocked by the Palestinian terror
ists when all Jewish hostages at Entebbe, 
including those Jews who proclaimed their 
anit-Zionism to the hijackers, were separated 
from those to be released . To his credit , Rabbi 
Axelrad writes : 

. . . this terrorist action succeeded 
once and for all in burying the myth 
that they are solely and strictly anti 
Zionist , anti-Israel, but not anti 
Jewish, anti-Semitic. 

I must confess that for a time I was 

and sympathizers who were taken in 
by th is colossal deception This act, 
however, exposes the lie and places 
in the open the fact that at least to 
these terrorists the enemy is not 
Israel, the geo-political nation-state , 
but Israel, the transnational Jewish 
people . For them, at least , it is clear 
that anti -Zionism is but a cloak for 
anti-Semitism. 

To those rabbis and intellectuals now 
trapped in the blind alley of Breira, those who 
are not basically anti-Israel but whose 
standards are not met by all actions of the 
Israeli government, a " breira," an alternative 
must be found to the shrill , self-righteous, 
reckless, corrosive Breira. It is incumbent on 
American Jewish leadership to make good on 
the pledge of Rabbi Alexander Schindler, 
president of the Conference of the Presidents 
of American Jewish Organization , as well as of 
the Union of American Hebrew Con
gregations, to open discussion of divergent 
viewpoints and responsible dissent. 

For the moment, Israel is enjoying a 
remission from outside pressure. As the con
tradictions in the Arab world emerge, Egypt 
is sending troops west to the Libyan border. 
while major elements of the Syrian army are 
engaged in Lebanon . No American demarche 
is expected until early next year. However, the 
next few months can bring new challenges to 
Israel. No one can foretell the outcome of the 
Lebanese crisis : whether the PLO will survive , 
and if it does, who will control it and what 
course it will take. The General Assembly of 
the UN will soon convene , with Yugoslavia 
and Cuba leading a renewed assault on Israel. 
The Libyan representative will preside over 
the Security Council. A President of the United 
States will be elected. For American Jewry, 
this is a time for flexibility , not for rigid 
doctrinaire formulas; for watchful waiting ; but 
above all for communality , not divisiveness. 

We must seek and find what unites us as 
Jews. In Rabbi Lelyveld 's words : 

Let us be as fair to our Israeli 
brethren who have overwhelmingly 
opted for reconciliation and peace as 
we are to the as-yet scarcely audible 
Arab voices calling for recognition 
and•co-existence. A people that has 
all but died in our time cannot in 
conscience be asked to barter away 
the miracle of its rebirth . A people 
that dwells amid the undeserved 
enmity of more than half the world 
cannot win approval by exposing 
itself to potential destruction . 
Courting martyrdom and adopting a 
posture of renunciation do not lead 



Mr. Peter a. Bergson 
58 Haoranim 
Kfa,; Shmaryahu 
Israel 46910 

Dear l· r. Bergson: 

Octobor 26» 1976 

Thank you £or your letter of October 11 and for fuirin your thoughts 
and oncerns with•· 

I, too, ould hope we might have .an opportunity to di cu the., mat
ters p reonally. Whil I will i Is:-e-1 1A. :-ro,-.r,:,.tnh""r, it will be 
for bu w da a and my schedule t 4lr a y boo oli. Howev r, 
I hop tl when I a in Ir el in J ttuary, s I plan to be, we will 
have chance to ch4t. 

W~th kind.es regard• I am 

Sincerely. 

Alexander M. Schindler 

' 



Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

58 ·HAORANIM 
KFAR SHMARYAHU 

ISRAEL 46910 
TEL. (03) 930·625 

October 11, 1976 

The Israeli press has been sn1 p1nn at you for raring to say some thinas 
which are not quite in line with the "Zionist Doqma" of our establishment. 
In fact, they believe that you, being a "Jew in exile/ have no riqht to say 
anything at all. You just have the duty to a::ho what they say !'ere. 

I am sure that you realize how much 1he situation ms deteriorated since 
we last met. Yet, all Israeli parties are already involved in manoeuvers 
towards the elections that are thirteen months away. We ~ve no Tidependent, 
countervaling institutions. The academic world aid even the press are subser
viant to the parties. Discussion, such as there t, becomes divided accordino 
to party line - and ~rtually no one speaks to basic ~ational issues. 

Many thinking Israelis are deeply concerned, but the gd fact is that 
we just don't have the wherewithall to extrtate ourselves. The structure 
and leadership which got us into the presen~mess is Ticapable of takino the 
i::c. I L&Me steps which might save us. 

We can survive without financial help from American Jews. I don't 
think we can survive without their intellectual involvement. That's what 
makes your courageous initiative of such major im ortance. It is a ray of 
hope in an otherwise bleak horizon. 

As you know, I believe in the inevitable necessity of separatinq Judais111 
as a world religion from the Israeli nation-state. 'et a common Jewish destiny 
has once again assumed a real meaning after twenty-eight years of screamina 
"We are one. 11 One cannot s i111nlv disengage. The survival of Israel t there
fore not merely an emotional concern for American Jews. The future of Israel 
will determine in a much more practical S:!nse the quality and the way of life 
of Jews in America. That's why I believe you not only have the riaht, but 
the duty of independent analysis to plan a common action between the Jews of 
America and the people of Israel. 

To let the system operate as it did these past twenty-efoht years i.s 
in my opinion a betrayal cf responsib,¼itycf American Jewish leaders to their 
own communities as well as to us here. Aisraeli establishment rules largely 
with the moral and practical power which is given to it by the Jews cf the 
world, especially the Jews of the United 3::ates. This backing, this power, is 
given to an inept and shallow group of politicians of all parties1 without ay 
serious examination on the part cf the Jewish leaders as to what is really 
going on in this country. 

Just as your ~edecessors, Rabbis Wise and Silver and the others, must 
have been condemned before the "Bet Din Shel Ma'alah" for their crimes of 
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58HAORANIM 
KFAR SHMARYAHU 

ISRAEL 46910 
TEL. (03) 930·625 

inaction during the destruction of over 80% of the Jews of Europe (and not 
the deceiving "third cf the Jewish people 11

), the p-esent leadernip of tlmerican 
Jews will have to carry the blame for standino idly by once again while 
Israel, which was established to solve the Jewish problem, becomes the qreatest 
Jewish problem in the world today. Of course, I am not drawinq a simple 
comparison. We don't face physical extermination and we have a powerful 
defense capability, but we are in a deep crisis of internal disintearation, of 
confused identity, of political paralysis which leaves the initiative to others. 

After some more Israeli concessions there will develop a stalemate which 
will lead to war of a much greater magnitude than we have ever known before. 
There is already a dangerous erosion in American-Israeli relations and such a 
major war may endanger our relations with America to a point which miqht be 
fatal for Israel and tragic for the Jews of America. 

Please forgive me for inflicting upon you this sad missive, but I feel 
that events since we first met have justified my W1rninqs. While I am an 
optimist by nature, I feel compelled to sound this additional warnina since we 
have been losinq precious time by "tragic passivity and inaction. 

I would very much like to meet with you in person. Are you planninq any 
visit here in the near future? I would greatly c:Wreciate hearing from you. 

With high regards and every good wish. 

PHB:ss 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
New York City 



Mrs. Br cha opstein 
53 L&Guardia Street 
Tel-Aviv, Israel 

ar Bracha: 

October 14, 1976; 
I 

thanks for your warm good vishes. 
wish to you and your dear ones for the 
of happiness, good health and shalom. 

I re'ciprocate every ood 
w Year, , y it be a year 

Your article was excellent and I am v ry rateful to you. It was 

a pleasure meeting you and I hope we will have an ~portun1ty to 
meet again in the future. 

With kindest greetings, I ant 

Sincerely, 

Al: ruler 1. chin ler 

I 

I 

f 
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Mr. JosQf Mochly 
P.O. Box 55 
Shave Ztyyon, Iaraal 

DeaJ;' Mr. llochly: 

October 7, 1976 

I I 
I ; 
' j 

! I 
:/ 
I 

/'Y 

I appreciate your writing Jo share with me your thoughts in te~rd 
to the pres• rePort& of my _.cent addreaa to the Zionist orgalli\'a· 
t1on of America. ', 

\ 
As you probably know. a uumbel" of people spoke the aame eveutng u \ 
I did and some of our comMnte were mixed up a bf.t. I muat •lao ' \ 
note that port!lc,na. of my addna• were reported out of context aJtc1 ' 
thus changed the entire meanit13 of what I bad to ·••Y. 

I 

I .assure you •11 that I do I do out of a 1ov. of I1rael and Klal 
Yiaroel and I epeak aa I do becav.a• of that lc,ve. I aeek mt onil,y 
frankraeaa between Iarul and the Di .. pora, but also •tua1 re•~~t 
and • relationship o•f understanding and integrity. ' 

With evexy ~ w~ for tM NfJW Ye,u, I • 

Sincenly, 

Alexander M. ~hindler 
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JO'iEF MOCHLY 

ARCHITECT 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Chairman of the Conference of 
Presidents of Major Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue, 
New York, N. Y.C ., N.Y. 10023 
U. S. A . 

Dear Sir, 

I am a jew, with one c4tizenship: Israel. 

Shave Ziyyon, 19 Septembe~ 1976 
P.O.Box 55 , ISRAEL 

I arrived in this country , as a zionist, at the age of eighteen. Today, 

thirty nine years after, I a1still serving in the army six to eight weeks 

every year and I still pay to the State, through taxes direct and indirect 

about seventy agorot from every lira. 

In the years past , I have - like most others - served in the Irgun against 

the British, in the British Army against the Germans, in the 1956, 1967 and 

1973 wars against the Arabs . Not to mention the interim small wars, and that 

even today, I have guard duties, like everybody else in my village, once 
in two weeks. 

I am an architect, with professional interests which include material ones . 

How much was worth my time investment in US dollars? 

I have five children, two right now through their conscription period, one 

for three and the other for seven years. How much is the worth of their best 

years spent in the army? 
And how much is the value of the trepidations six times a day, to hear the 

radio news, when your children are there ...... somewhere? 

I still work ten to fourteen hours a day and from eyery lira I make the State 

demands - through direct and indirect taxes - a minimum of seventy agorot. 

How much does this contribution adds to? 

I will have to work all my life , as I will not be able to retire, since 

my retirement fund I have contributed to the defence fund. Any value? 

All the above was not done for my own sake only, .... but still I have 

no milking-cow complex. 

. . /2 



JOSEF MOCtlL Y 

ARCHITECT 

- 2 -

I am sure that your metaphore was intended as a hyperbolic argument, 
well intentioned , an admonition from a wise brother and rabbi. 
But even so , it is an insult to those dear, sincere personal friends, 
deeply involved in our lives, I have in your country. It is an insult 
to me. 

The Baron and his family distributed their money, once upon a time, 
as a well meant, public spirited contribut·ion through PICA, which also 
administrated the above funds. They were successful in creating a 
colony, a jewish colony. Internal matters can not be controlled from 
abroad without putting in jeopardy the whole idea of the Zionist State, 
growing in its own soil and to its own ideals. 

There is a desperate need for money. All the time more and more money. 
But even the money is not as important as our selfrespect. We make many 
mistakes, we are arrogant, we need advice and we need the help of everyone. 
But please treat us as people, normal working people, like you. 
We are not cowboys and no professional milkmen. 

I thank you for your attention and I send to you and your congregation 
the best wishes for the coming year, SHANA TOVA. 

Respectfully yours, 
-( , 

• 



'lsr.ael treating 
Ui'S. Jews like 

milk cows' 
By MALKA RABINOWITZ 

Jerusalem Post Oo.rrespondent 
NEW Y'OR1K. - Rabbi Alexander 
Schindler, chairman of the Con
ference of Presidents o'f Major Jew
ish Organizations, criticized Israel 
on Friday night for its concentae.
tion on the fund-raising function 'Of 
Amerkan Jewry. 

"Some American Jews," said 
Schindler, '"have the feeling that 
they are cows to be milked, walked 
around a bit for some exercise and 
then let o'M to ,pasture." 

Addressing delegates to . a con
ven tron o f the Zionist Organization 
of America here, Schindler said that 
"cows have their limitations. 

"·When I am in trouble, I do not 
want a cow. I want a man with 
the capacity f o r independent 
thought. Truth is 'the highest form 
of supp-ort f'or 'Israel." 

Given the ·strong .basic support of 
American Jewry for Israel, it was a 
healthy, perhaps even required de
VE'lopment that there was ~riticism 
of Israel poli'cy. 

In an ,address on Saturday even
ing, ZOA leader Jacques Torczyner 
pointed to a power struggle in the 
American Jewish community in 
which "the fund-raisers" were seek
ing to establish dominance "without 
a democratic base." 



Mr. Natan Lerner 
World Jewi h Congress 
123 Yehud levi St. 
P.O. Box 14177 
Tel-Aviv, I rael 

Dear Natan: 

October 5, 1976 

It was thoughtful o,: YoU to end 1I1e a copy of the lda i>: 
interview and I thank you f~ so doing, 

I also want to take this ~ortunity to expreaa my warm good 
wishes ,o you and all your 1oved ones for a happy, healthy and 
fulfilling New Year. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander } . Schindler 

• 



WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 
lSRAEL BRANCH 

TEL-AVIV, UJ, Yehuda Halevi St., Tel, 22'11' 22552S C.bl, Address: : ll•PUD'J nllll 22S52S 22909 11!1~1> ,U> •r'>n i11li1' lJn1 ,l•lM·',n 

P,0.8,14177 WORLDGRESS TEL AVIV 14177 • 1 ..11 

1211 GENEVE 
I, RUE DE VAREMBE 

TEL., H1JJ5 

NEW-YORK N, Y. 
15, EAST U th STREET 
TEL: TRAFALGAR 9-4500 

LONDON W. 1 
55, NEW CAVENDISH STREET 
TEL.: · WELBECK OUS 

P A R I S Se 
71, AV. CHAMPS-ELYSEES 
TEL.: ELYSEES 9461 

Tel Aviv , September 27 , 1976 

Rabbi Dr. Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Concregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New , York , N.Y 0 10021 

Dear Dr . Schindler , 

I thought you would be interested in the full text of 
Mrs. Meir ' s New Year iQterview , attached hereto, in which 
she takes you to task . 

With best wishes for the New Year and with kind reeards 

Yours sincerely 

f 

BUENOS AIRES 
PASTEUR 611 
TEL. : 47-4582 



13 King David Sfreet 

Jerusalem, Israel 

Office of Executive Director • 

nr.1,pnr.J n,,i1,, ,r.1,1.vi1 ,,,. ,xi1 

WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

Tel. 234-748, 232-444 . ':iv 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, 
President -~ 
838 F~fth Avenue, 
New York, N.Y.10021 

Dear Alex, 

13 111 1':ion ·n1 

o>':1W17' 

29th September, 1976 

I hope that you, Rhea and the kids are well. Bella joins in extending to 
you best wishes for a good and creative New Year. 

Enclosed is an interview with Golda Meir which was in the Erev Rosh Hashanah 
issue of Maariv. I am told that Golda also made reference in several oral 
presentations to "the milk cows". 

I talked with Moshe Rivlin about it who had told me that he had discussed 
the matter with you when he was in New York and that he had suggested or 
was about to suggest to you that you should meet with Golda Meir when you 
are here. I told him that I thought it would be a good idea and suggested 
to him that he set it up. You can follow through with Y~huda

0
Hef lm~n 

ther e, to make sure that the meeting takes place. '1"'- ~~d/.J..Ji,. -
~ , 

Except for this comment of Golda's, the issue has died down. There are 
many more important things which concern us. 

In the meantime, I received the complete text of your talk and find there 
a number of matters which one could anticipate would have created some 
difficulty. Rather than my writing you about them, I will keep the talk 
here and when you are here in November we can have a brief discussion 
about certain nuances which raise the hackles of Israelis. 

In the meantime we are looking forward to the Conference which I hope will 
prove to be successful. 

Bivracha, 

o&d4 
Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

• 



DEPUTY PR I ME MINISTE R 

AND 

MINISTER F O R F O REIGN AFFAIRS 

il.,'UDDil 'UN1 l.\t7 

V1"i1 1'lll 

Jerusalem, September 12, 1976 

I should like to thank you for your letter of September 1st 
' and for your thoughtful concern to find the best suitable modus for my 

meeting with the Presidents' Conference. I was glad to learn that in 
the meantime Ambassador Dinitz and you have found a good solution and 
agreed on the date. 

I am looking forward also to have a personal meeting with 
you. For practical purposes I would suggest that we work-out a date 
when I shall be in New York. 

With my best wishes and warm regards. 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 • 

Yours sincerely, 

\~JUL£ 
Yigal Allon 



I 

Yigal Allon, Foreign Minister 
Foreign Office 
Jerusalent, Israel 

Dear Mr. Allon: 

September 1, lY76 

As you are aware, we have been in touch with the office of Ambassador 
Dinitz in an effort to work out the etalls of your visit insofar as 
the Presidents' Conference is concerned. We are holding two Jates 
for you: 

Thursday; September 23 - A luncheon meeting an public welcome on your 
arrival, involving the top lea ership of the Presidents' Conference, 
its allie ' associate&, as well as the press. 

Tues 'ay, October 5 - To have you as the keynote peaker at our pro• 
jected Conference whi¢h will deal essentially with those issues of 
vital concern to the Jewish cOU111Unity which are likely to come before 
the Unite Nations Assembly (suspension, Palestine Report. Zionism, 
the South African connection, terror, etc.). 

Needless to say, we are very eager to have you and we ar-e pleased that 
you have respon eu favorably to our invitation. I hope, too, that it 
will be possible for a brief private meeting with you during your 
visit, perhaps atten.iant upon one of the above note sessions. 

I t O have some secon - thoughts concerning the October 5 engagement which 
di d not occu~ to me when I discussed the matter with Simcha. But since 
talking to him t learned that your appearance before the U.N. General 
Assembly is sche 'uled for October 7. To have a major a dress rom you 
on October 5 and then again on October 7 might put you in competition 
with yourself and lead to a disinterest on the part of the press. It 
is a risk to which I am loathe to expose you. This also puts us in 
something of a dilenma because we ha hoped ,O have our Conferenc ur
ing that week and it woult' be unthinkable for us to have you in New 
York ·uring the Conference and not have you aa a featured speaker. I 
suppose it wuld be possible for us to postpone our Conference for a 
week pr two or three so that we will not have this problem. 



'f 
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Yigal Allon., Foreign Minister 
September 1. 1976 
Page -2-

Please ,1.on' t t'lis .. mders tand me, we are anxioua to have you twice but I 
feel conscience bound to call the problem of overelq>oaure to your atten
tion. We will, of cours , abide most happily with your ecision. what
ever it may be. 

All of us look forward tow lcoming you in our dst. An I hope that 
you will let me know aa soon as pos ible your th nlting in regard to the 
problem I have raised. 

With every good wisb and warmest r ear ·a , I am 

cc: Ambassador Simcha Dinit~ 
Mr. Yehuda Hellman 

bee: Ambassador Chaim Herzog 

Alexander M. Schindler 



JEROME ABRAMS, M. D. 

~MK J.---cAOD0...,l'El, M. B . , P.A. 

DIPLOMATES OF THE AMERICAN BOARD 

OF OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY 

190 GREENBROOK ROAD 

NORTH PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07060 

TELEPHONE 7!56-8!113 

Dear Rabbi Schindler : 
1ay 2 , 1977 

Thank you f or your clear and succinct s t a tement 
( t hat I received from Sam Rothber g ) conc erning the 
Is r aeli elect i ons . 

l ermit me t o inform you of my rebutta l lett er 
t o the I'-ay 20th letter t o the Ldi t or of the New York 
mimes f r om awfi g Hasou of Charlottesvi l le , Vir inia . 

11 i'he May2Ct l etter f rom r awfi g Ha sou f roin Virgini a 
off er s the fo rmula for another Vi · ddle . s t State s i milar 
t o the one Tawf i g Hasou has lef t f or the mor e favorable 
economic and p&litic 1 climate of the U ited St a t e s . 
• NR::K'E ~1h.e Arabs ' anger about Begin ' s el ection i s a f arce 
when the Arabs ha treat ed the pr evious Israeli offici a l ~ 
with bovc ott , terrorist attacks u~ n children , and ut 
ri ght re f usal to negotiate or reco gni ze . Tawfi g f cr got 
t o inclue compensat ion f or 600 , 000 Jewish r efuxge es 
from Arab countri es . 11 

S1 ch letters should be sent by indi vi duals as 
well as by organi zat i ons. 

All of our effort s fo r Israel r e lo s t if we do 
not try har der to create significant l1'orth American 
J lmyah . vi nce all ot her met hods have fa i led , the l ast 
re sort i s the cre·tion of Earth Am er i can gh et tos i n 
I srael. We are active in R §·roup ±~ t hat can suppl y 
r orth meri can doctors ( volunteer s on a r ota tion 1 
bas i s to a new a rea where North Americans can receive 
the same t ype of ca re to hich they hav e become accus
t omed but a t no cost~ the t ype of medic al care whic h i s 
not available i n Israel un ili ess at prohi bitive cost . 

Sinc erel y , 

• 



Mr. Jo --ph Vllrdi, Co ul 
North American Di ecto 

Juno 1, 1976 

Government of I r stme .t Aut. r· ty 
641 Lexington Av n 
New York, New Yor~ 

Dear Mr. Vardi: 

Your letter of Jt 
during Rabbi Sch 
,n-i ting to ackrt0\,1 

Rabbi Schindler i 
in time to depart 
back in the off c 
mRteriab enclo 
tum. 

s just:
a .,~ .ee 

P.CC.ipt. 
C ty n 

u ortunately 
us 

return only 
Ile fa not tl 

1 tter nd he 
u- _ntion n his re-

With kindest reetin s, I m 

S n .e ly, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 

f 



Committee for Economic Growth of Israel 
(CEG-I) 

For further information on investments, 
please call: 

Joseph Vardi - (212) 486-8530 

For imports from Israel: 
Yeheskel Kassi£ - (212) 594-5215 

For general information: 
Elmer L. Winter - (414) 961-1000 



UV 
·• ~O~N::~T~~F ISRAEL 

~7.~~~STMENT AUTHORITY 

641 LEXINGTON AVENUE 
NEW YORK, N. Y, 10022 

CABLE ADDRESS: MEMISKAL, NSW YORI( 

June 2, 1976 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman 
Conference of Presidents Of Major 
American Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Mr. Schindler: 

It was very nice seeing you last week at the Committee for the Economic 

Growth of Israel national board of director's meeting. 

We are very pleased that you have agreed to serve on the national 

board of directors of the Committee for the Economic Growth of Israel. 

Your skills and experience will contribute greatly to the effectiveness 

of the committee. 

The task that CEG-I has undertaken is essential to Israel's economic 

well-being. Israel must greatly increase its exports and much of this 

increase must come f'rom foreign investment. 

The Israel Government both here and in Israel, supports CEG-I in all its 

efforts. The enclosed article discusses a new mechanism which the Government 

has created to deal with a particularly serious problem: devaluations. The 

Ronnel Commission's recommendations provide a realistic solution to that 

problem. 

enc. 

Please feel f'ree to call me for any information you may require. 

~~~ncl!JL 
. ~ ~-'~di, Consul 

North American Director 

Offices: Atlanta. Ga. {404) 875-<,947. Chicago. Ill . { 312) 644-4140 
Los Angeles, Calif. {2131658-7945. Toronto, Canada {4161 %1-1242 



mic Growth of Israel (CEG-1) 
Elmer L. Winter 
Chai rman 

1 June 1976 

Dear Friend: 

CEG-I is now officially launched. We had our opening luncheon on 
May 18 in New York. We reviewed our goals and we are now set to carry 
out our commitments to Israel, as fully and completely as possible. 
There is no question that Israel needs our help and I know, from the spirit 
that our members have demonstrated, we have the organization to deliver 
the goods to Israel. 

Much to my very pleasant surprise, 109 people out of 150 invited have 
consented to serve on our Board of Directors. Does anyone need any 
further evidence of a deep interest in Israel on the part of our members. 

Now, I ask you to assist Israel in your individual capacity. We need 
your help, stimulating either your own company or your business associates 
or your friends to invest in Israel and to buy products made in Israel. You 
will be surprised at how many people will respond favorably to your asking, 
"Would you like to have some information about the many advantages that 
Israel offers to you if you open a plant in Israel?" or "Would you be 
interested in purchasing Israeli-made goods? 11 By asking these questions, 
you will develop leads for the Israel government officials to follow. 

There are three people and three telephone numbers on the attached card. 
I would appreciate your keeping this card in your wallet. These are the 
people that can handle inquiries. 

I rely heavily upon you to help us meet our objectives -- making the 
economy of Israel a viable one. 

ELW/ls 
Enclosure 

5301 N. Ironwood Road , Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201 □ (414)961-1000 

f 
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FORBES Magazine on March 1 5, 197 6 well 
described Israel's economic challenge: 

"Israel is fighting for survival on two 
fronts. Victory on the first will be 
empty without victory on the 
second. 
Even if Israel finally wins its battle 
for political survival, that alone will 
not be enough. It must also win its 
battle for economic survival. 
Right now the Israeli economy is not 
viable. With imports at $8 billion and 
exports at $3. 9 billion, its balance
of-payments deficit has soared to $4 
billion - a staggering total for a 
nation of 3.4 million people." 

To meet this challenge, the COMMITTEE 
FOR THE ECONOMIC GROWTH OF ISRAEL 
(CEG-1) was created. 

CEG-1 was formed at the suggestion of 
Elmer Winter, a concerned American business
man and founder and past president of Man
power, with the active encouragement of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, Minister of Commerce 
and Industry Haim Bar-Lev, Minister of Finance 
Yehoshua Rabinowitz, the Israel Investment 
Authority, the Israel Trade Center and the 
Israeli Manufacturers Association. 

CEG-1 is an autonomous, voluntary 
organization of American and Israeli business 
people who have joined forces to promote 
exports and investments in Israel. 

CEG-1 cooperates with both the Israeli and 
United States Governments, but it is an 
independent body which speaks only for itself. 

CEG-1 replaces the Prime Minister's 
Economic Conference and incorporates the 
existing structure of the Conference. 



THE GOALS OF CEG-1 

CEG-1 will concentrate on achieving the 
following goals : 

I Development of Investments in Israel 

CEG-I seeks to attract additional American 
manufacturing plants to Israel, especially those 
which operate primarily for the export market. 

II Expansion of Existing Industry 

CEG-I seeks to assist Israeli manufacturers in 
improving production techniques, marketing of 
products and management skills. CEG-I also 
seeks to interest American manufacturers in 
joint ventures, know-how and licensing 
agreements with Israeli industry. 

III Expansion of Imports into the United States 
of Products "Made in Israel" 

CEG-I seeks to increase the sales of products 
"Made in Israel" in American markets. 

THE STRUCTURE OF CEG-1 

The work of CEG-I will be carried out as 
follows: 

CEG-1 Board of Directors in U.S. 

CEG-I will have a Board of Directors consisting 
of leading American business men and 
women, academicians and professionals. The 
Board will develop programs to carry out the 
previously defined goals. Those people selected 
to serve on the Board will have special business 
skills and expertise; some will have direct 
experience operating a branch of their company 
in Israel. 

CEG-1 Board of Directors in Israel 

CEG-I will have a Board of Directors consisting 
of leading Israeli business men and women, 
academicians and professionals, to assist 
Americans wishing to invest in Israel or develop 
export-import relations. The Board will work 
closely with the Government of Israel to: 

-Continuously improve the business 
climate for American firms doing business in 
Israel. 

J 
\ 
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-Make certain that all American requests 
are expeditiously handled. 

- Periodically review incentives, tax laws 
and administrative rules relating to investments 
in Israel, import of products needed for 
manufacture in Israel and export of products 
from Israel. 

LOCAL CEG-1 BRANCHES IN THE UNITED 
STATES 

The National Office of the CEG-I will establish 
local CEG-I task forces in 20 major American 
cities. These task forces will be made up of 
leading business men and women, and profes
sionals who will carry out the goals of CEG-I in 
the local community. The members of the task 
forces will pinpoint and contact local business 
firms in an effort to interest them in the 
expansion of their plants to Israel, and to 
develop relationships leading to the import of 
Israeli-made products into their community. 

The local CEG-I task forces will assist in 
the development of Trade Missions to Israel, will 
organize "Israel Weeks," and will provide public 
relations services. 

THE STAFF OF CEG-1 

CEG-I will have headquarters in both New York 
and Israel. 

New York 

An experienced American businessman will serve 
as executive director of the New York office of 
the CEG-1. He will execute the program designed 
by the Board of Directors in the United States. 
He will work closely with the Israeli director to 
make certain that there is an appropriate 
followup in Israel of projects initiated in the 
United States. 

In addition, one or more experienced 
Israeli businessmen will be assigned to the CEG-I 
New York office to provide first-hand informa
tion on Israeli business conditions to American 
businessmen. 



Israel 

Headquarters of the CEG-1 in Israel will employ 
an American executive director who will be 
responsible for executing the policies created by 
the Board of Directors in Israel. He will expedite 
all requests for action from CEG-1 in the United 
States. 

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF GOAL I 
Development of Investments in Israel 

CEG-1, on a nation-wide basis will introduce 
American manufacturers to the potential of 
manufacturing products in Israel, primarily for 
the export market. CEG-1 will work closely with 
the Government of Israel Investment Authority 
in the United States and in Israel to not only 
develop introductions, but to bring about 
commitments leading to the opening of plants 
by American manufacturers in Israel. 

Through a well-targeted campaign, CEG-1 
will first select those fields of industry which 
have the best potential for success in Israel, and 
will then try to reach companies in those fields 
in the United States. 

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF GOAL II 

CEG-1 will serve as a catalyst in providing to 
Israeli manufacturers advice and counsel, 
financial assistance, as well as in bringing to their 
attention opportunities for joint ventures, new 
markets and improved technology. Through an 
Assistance Program for Israeli Industry, the 
needs of various companies will be determined 
and aid will be sought for them in the United 
States. 

CEG-1 will also design programs for 
American management experts to lecture, hold 
seminars and be available for consultation in 
Israel. 

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF GOAL 111 
Expansion of Imports into the United States of 
Products "Made in Israel" 

CEG-1 will, throughout America, assist Israeli 
manufacturers and U.S. distributors in increasing 

'!' 

the sale of products "Made in Israel." CEG-1 will 
' cooperate with the Government of Israel Trade 

Center and Israeli manufacturers in the 
development and implementation of programs 
to increase Israel's share of the U.S. market. 

CEG-1 will work to create a desire on the 
part of American buyers to purchase products 
"Made in Israel," through a campaign of 
advertising and active marketing. 

As a first step, CEG-I will call for a 
marketing study of the problems and oppor
tunities relating to the import of Israeli-made 
products in the United States. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP CEG-1 
As a volunteer organization CEG-I welcomes any 
help that will assist it in meeting its goals. CEG-1 
needs: 

1. $ I-a-Year Men and Women who can 
serve as Executive Directors of local CEG-I task 
forces. 

2. $ I-a-Year Men and Women who can 
assist CEG-I in carrying out specific projects, 
and who can provide administrative assistance 
and contacts with manufacturers and retailers. 

3. Specialists in various industries who can 
review projects from Israel to determine their 
applicability to the American market. 

4. Specialists with special skills in 
marketing, management, production, quality 
control who are available to train personnel in 
Israel. 

WHERE TO GET MORE INFORMATION 

Mr. Elmer Winter 
5301 North Ironwood Road 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201 

( 414) 9 61-1 000 
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EMBASSY OF ISRAEL 

OFFICE OF THE ECONOMIC MINISTER 

641 LEXINGTON AVENUE NEW YORK 10022 (212) 486-8506 

July 28, 1976 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of 

Major American Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

Enclosed please find a copy of letter to me by Eugene 
Blum of Baltimore and my reply. 

We deal here with an uncoordinated and independent 
initiative to combat the Arab boycott, and, as you will see, 
I hesitate very much to encourage it in this form. On the 
other hand, good will and initiative should not be discouraged 
and therefore you may be interested in contacting him. 

Incidentally, my letter includes various activities 
that everyone could engage in to strengthen our economy 
and you might find it useful to draw the attention of your 
members to it. 

yours, 

Ze 1 



.. , 

, : 
J c\ii ~;g,iins t- ; the 
.l\rab Boycott .. .. - , 

, C Attn. Eugene Blum 
6806 Harrowdalc Rd . 
Baltimore, Md~21209 

• • ••• ' -• ••••• -·· _· ••. , ' ' ~_:,..··-.:.._-•·-·_::,July 1, 19 7 6 

~ 

Mr. Ze'ev Sher 
Economic Minister of Israe l 
to the United States 
641 Lexington Avenue 
New York City, New York 10022 

Dear Nr. Sher: 

Enclosed you will find some of the literature and 
information concerning our effort to help hoister 
Israel's economic picture. · 

Basically our qoncept is a very simple one and does 
not involve any boycott on our part. We are simply 
asking Jews to buy from those companies that are 
aiding the Israeli economy (even though the Arabs 
don't like the idea). • 

As per our telephone conversation I would appreciate 
from your office, as quickly as possible, a letter -
outlining your concept of how this problem should b e 
handled and what the aims of such a campaign should 
be. 

I would think it necessary that the letter cover the 
following points: . 1) the p eri l of Israel's economic 
situation caused by the boycott; .2) the need for some 
type of action on the part of the Jewish commur,ity; 

·, 

3) that congressional nor state legislation have any 
effect on the consumer level; and 4) as you suggested, 
that the action taken should be to encourage n ew economic 
v en tures into Israel and that local friends of Israel can 
and should be recognized on a local b a sis as not to be 
injured by an action taken on a national l eve l_ 

Our organization h as , as a result of four ads in the 
J ewish Times , evoked responses from not only the Baltimore 
area but also from such far away pl aces as Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina, Atlanta, Georgia, and Orlando, Florida. 
It seems that the average Jew is anxious to do what he can 
for Israel on a consumer l ev~r 

~incei:_e_J-f-~ . c • 

~~~- -)._,.._' ----
Eu9-2ne Blu:n 

EB : ln 
En c l os ure 
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JAABing 'I.he 
Arab Boycott 

be safe to s3y that t he· averogt! that support ls1·~•el, wt: are mak

Jew d oes not know the com - • inf. evc:ry bit as significant 3 con

p;nies supporting Israel. Our trihution :is th (• one wr. m:ikP. 

aim is to m:ike thi:. infoz:motion throu ;::h our favorite 1.:haritv. 

available and to do everything • "AmonJ:! the companie; we 

possibl e to show that it's profit- should heavily support arc 

able to belong to the boycott." Coc;i-Cola, Ford. HCA. Zenith, 

This can be done, JAAB mem- l\lotorola. Revlon. Helena 

bers feel. by concentrating Jew- . Ruhinstein. Scagrams, and !'ia

ish purchasing pow.er and sell- tion al Brewing: · 

.,,. 

.IAAR. an ac·rc ►nym fnr .Jews 

:\!!a inst The Arah Boycott. is an 

id(•a lhiit for some three years 

hc1.-; h~•en hauntin_g the mind of 

!ora l puhlir relations executive 

Gent' Rlum. a former officer in 

the I~racli Air Force during the 

JY-18 War for Independence. wri

ter. 2nd lay scholar of econom

in. The irll'a hecame a ned_ging 

or~anization n~eently when ten 

concerned .lt-ws pledged time. 

ralent and financi:il support to 

initiatt- a campaign at a grass 

roots level. 

economic struggle that ts 1.:ur

rently ragin g world wide. 

JAAB"s thru~t is to organize and 

~ducate J ews about how their 

fi~ying dollars can henefit Is

rael. .. It"s not enough to make 

-contributions to Is rael through 

charitable sources," stresses 

Blum. ··whether we're aware of 

it or not. what we buy positively 

helps Jsrael and what we buy 

negatively hurts her." By nega

t ively, he means products from 

companies that may support 

Arab interests. By positively, he 

means products that lire on the 

Arab boycott list. And here is the 

crux ofJAAB: To spend the Jew

ish buying dollar exclusively in 

support of Israel. 

i ng power on selected items It is with a product like Na

manufa ctured by companies tiona! Boh or National Premium 

that are proven friends of Israel. ne:wr-"""" . 11 nsn ··w,W;r ;a; ·· u,n, 

And thi s can be accomplished 

most successfully by directing .JAAB's ih'l"~ ~: •• is io 

emphasis on a few products at a 
o:rgani:ze and erll• 

time. 
..., 

A sad story tha t Gene Blurri cz~e Je~ - @ho~i 

tells is about the disappearance 

from the shelves of Jewish . how ih.eiir t.:lU}.(n£ cl.o~-

A simple concept in a complex . TDIE magazine recently 

printed an article that high

lighted companies on the Arab 

blacklisl These were companies 

that are boycotted by the Arabs 

for doing business with Israel. 

Laments Gene Blum, '"As far as 

we know, our Jewish organiza

t ions haven't begun to fight on a 

product level as y~t- And it rnay 

own ed supermarkets of many !zrs c~n bene-;~! es~ 

Hudson paper products. •·This is j 

a com pany that heavily supports r.ae • 

Israel. Thev even built a factory i:e• x:•=~-: o.'!!!l!llll!l!l!!!!'ilfil~lillw~~•illi•--•-•""·~1o1·~'"'t,i,Jt 1~1",.,.-,.~,w;!il,1,1 

in Is:-ael ca-lled Israel-American 

Paper Company. But when they 

were overtaken by larger manu

facturers. the American Jewish 

com mun itv allowed them to 

slide. By ;upporting business 

The Jewish community has ·been 

waiting forJAAB. JAAB is the highly 

appropriate acronym for Jews 

Against The Arab Boycott, a newly 

formed organization which seeks to 

organize and educate Jews about how 

their buying dollars can benefit Is-

, rael, and it has generated an over

whelming response in the two weeks 

it has b2en active. Although the group 

is based in Baltimore, and has solely 

been publicized in this magazine, 

calls have come in from such states as 

North Carolina and Pennsylvania. 

"They've asked for speakers, for 

information on companies they aren't 

certain about, on how to begin chap

ters in their areas," reports Gene 

Blum, a local public relations execu

tive who started J AAB. "B'nai B'rith, 

Histadrut, the Baltimore Jewish 

Council, and the J ew ish Identity 

Center have also contacted us. Many 

leading businesses \vant to join the 

campaign as well.'.' 

This past week, JAAB received a 

copy of the list of 1,500 names on the 

Arab Boycott, names of companies 

which do business with Israel.The list 

is now available throl!gh JAAB , as are 

speakers and additional information 

on the Boycott. 

JAAB has a promising future 

ahead of it. We congratulate Gene 

Blum for taking the time and effort to 

begin the group, and for publishing 

ac:curate lists of companies. And \Ve 

hope the Jewish co mmuni ty ,vill con

tinue to support th e efforts of JAAB. 

~, --':i .i':1. ~ 
~l~~!.!=:~~ 

that Gene Blum hopes to begin 

the JAAB consumer campaign. 

··The success of these products:· 

he explains. "'in terms of profit 

growth based on Jewi sh support. 

is easily measurable:· He 

recommend:; that not only do 

.Tews buy the products. th e ,· can 

• bavetheirfavorit~ retail o~tlcls 

promote the products. as well. 

··And when vou attend a soc: i:il 

function:· he adds. ··ask vou1 

host to serve thc-m. and fr he 

doesn't: tell him why he should. 

"By pro\·idini:: consumer 

info rmation. by helpi n~ Jews t o 

understa nd how to effC?rtivel) 

direct their buying power. and 

by getting organization. behinc 

promoting purchasing 3nd seil 

in ?( for Israel projects. ;:ind b: 

h av ing a JAAG Soea ke r ·s Bu 

rcaU spea!-er C"Ome to }'(>Ur fu nc 

tinns _with ndditional inform" 

t ion on the importance of co 

structive purchasing. yoll c::: 

h e lp strengthe n Isr:iers ec( 

nom ic position in tnday·s tou g! 

pragm;itic husiness world:· s:i: 

Gene Blum. 
Lists and spe;:ikers and arlc' 

tic,nal inl'nrmatio n oi. the .-\r, 

Royr.ott can hp oht:iinecf by C;! 

in!! J.-\A.B. Jl'WS Agai n;;t .-\ r; 

Boycott at 301-653-13 I l. 



1\s the ftn:111.::ial pow..:r of the J\ r:ib 
oil sl.'llt:s h:is rrown. so has tht:ir mus
cl.: in \sor!J t~:it.k . l.lul in using their 
new slren~th, some Arab iovernmt:nts 
have been pursuing;,. policy th:it is d.:c:p
ly inimical to the kga l and so-:ial prin
ciples of the industri:ll dempcraci~. 
Financial and pol.iticat capit:i{l; wae 
shocked by the revdations 1:tst month 
L'1J.t Arab bankers in Libya and Kuwait 
had threat-ned to pull their money out 
of major intemation:il bond issues un
less cert:ii.n U.S. and Europe:in bank
ing hous.es with Jewish ties were barred 
from particip:ition. Now the economic 
issi.;es raised by such tactics are rapidly 
becoming a major diplomatic concern 
as well. 

During his press conference in Hol
lywood, Fla., bst week, President Ford 
made the U.S. position clear. "Such dis
c rimination," he ~id, "is totally con
trary to the American tradition and re
pugn:mt to American principles." Ford 
asked the Jt.:.stice, Commerce, State and· 
Defe~ departments to investigate, sug
gesting that the U.S. may take some eco
norn.ic counteractions against these who 
disc ri.mina te. 

A day earlier, the Anti-Defamation 
Le.ague of the· ffn1i B'rith accused a 
number of priv;ite compan.ies and U.S. 

• VJ ho's On the list 
The 1,500 entries in the Arab 

Le.:tgl.le·s eclectic 1970 boycott list in
clude many of the nation·s biggest 
corpontiom:, as well as a wide va
riety of other firms, foundations, in
dividu:ils and products. A sampler: 

Air Pro ducts & 
Cnemicoh 

Allstate lnsurcnce 
A me rican 8onx & 

Trust Co . , 
Bon,,.,i: Teller 

Burlington 

Industries 

css 
Club 

M.~diterrcn:!'e 

Coca-Colo 
De Soto 
E.J. l<orv,:lle 

Ford Motor 
Four Ro,,,, 
G ene rol Tire 
G enesco 
Hort= Moun loi n 

Pet Food, 
Hel ,:no 

Rub~nsre;n 

Henri Bende l 
l nter;iorionol 

P :,pe r 

Keiser Aluminum 
& Chemical 

Koi,-,r Steel 
Alfred A. Knop f 
l ord & Taylor 
Mdes Laboratories 

Minute Maid 

Monson lo 
Motorola 
Notional Srewing 

Notional Steel 
Owen.-lllirioi, 

Poul Mo Hon 
Philod:?lphia 

Norionol Corp. 

RCA 
Republic Steel 
Revlon 
Seogror., 
Seers, Roebucl<
S .H. l<res. 
\Vh irlpoo l 
Y/irco Ch emical 
Xerox 

Zenirh Radio 

0, 

Soyc-011 
:ie:.:ncit:s of di~crimin;i.ting :l:::1i1:s: k,\s. 
and at ,,J prnvidt:d p:lrt of an Ar:ib tx,y
coll list lh ;i t nt:.:m!cd b<:yond t~:.: bank
ing commu:iity into the r;inks of Amer
ican business. And only a few hvtirs ;i.ft::r 
the Prc~id:.:nt's fl orid:i press c0nfc:ren-:e, 
Idaho Dt:mocr:it Frank Chu.ch, ch:iir
m;in of the St.:nJ.te Subcorn.mitte!: on 
MultinJ.tional Corporations, prcx:luc::d a 
copy of the entire blacklist. 

According to the ffnai B'riL-:, four 
private firms• and two U.S. G:ivem
m::nt agencies had viobted U.S. civil 
rights laws by excluding Jews fro:.1 em
ployment in Arab countries in order to 
do business or carry out aid p~ogra.rns 
there. Not all the companies responded 
immedi;:itely to the charges, but those 
that did so deruo::d .them. So did one of 
the federal agencies: the Overse.1S Pri
vate Investment Corporation, which 
promotes U.S. trade projects abroad. 
The other agency, tile U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers. which m:im.ges construc
tion projects in Sauc!i Arabia for Ll-ie U.S. 
Govemraent, acknowledged t.:?.cit com
pliance with the boycott. 

Going Along. At a hearir.5 of Sen
ator Church·s subconunittee two Army 
colonels, William L. Durham a:id Jo
seph D. Ben;,ett, explai..,ed th.at i.n def
erence to Saudi wishes, the Corps of En
gineers made a practice of not assig:n.i.ng 
Jewish perso:mel to S:iudi Arabia and 
also s:iw to it that its civilian contr-.c
tors did the s;ime. But ooth dc:iie<i ever 
having seen the .A.r1b boycott !..ist. 

U nti.l last week, few America;is had. 
At th.e hearing, Church sho..,.ed off a 
copy of the 1970 edition, ,..,hich he h:i.d 
obtai.ned from the State De;:::artsent. 
Published in D1mascus, the vol...:.rne-::on
t 3.L'1S the n:i.m~ of 1,500 Americ::,.n ::or.1-
p:rnies. individu:ils and organi.n.tions 
with whictl the Arnbs reft..:Se to co bi.;si
ness, suppo-se<lly because they a,e ·or 
have been involved with Isr-aci i..., c:-:e 
way or an0ther. But in rn:.iny w:iys the 
list is b:iRli.ng. The entri!S ra:-:~ from 
gi:.tnt firms •;.i,h worldwid;! proe:'lce l.i..1< :! 
RCA and Coc::i--Cola. to local U.S. de
partment stores like Lord & Taylor. 
Some comoanies were unaw:i.re ;.r.:i.t 
they were c:~ the Arabs· eneirj~ iis t un
til it ,v;:,.s published in the newsp:ipe.s 
!:1st v.e~'<. For exampl e:. the A:.1e:-ic:1n 
Electric Power Co. turned up on the ii.st, 
even thoug'1 the utility hokiing ::~n;::a
ny h:i.s no intae-st:; anywhere in th:: Mid
dle East. T he Ford Motor Co. and Xerox. 
Corp .. bvth bvycotted since i 9f.S. :ire 
only two of m:i.ny finns th;:i.t !-:2 '✓ :! b<..-en 
t,J!ng to h:i.,.·e theu- n:i.mes rer.;o·,ed 

• from the b:J.cklist. 
The President's der:unciv.t :on of 

Ar:ib di sc ri:,1in :1tion and t_he Church 
he:iri..-,g. t-cth of which too', p::i.-::e on 

the same day, were clearly .intended.as a 
signal of bipartis.:l.n U.S. concern about 
the boycott. In Cairo, where the Arab 
boycott committee is currently holding 
its semiannual review of the blackl.:st 
Mohammed M:ibgaub, cornm.issione; 
general of the boycott office, defond.-::d 
the list as ":1 legi timate me:ins of legiti
mate self-<lefen.se." At the boycott com
rnit tee·s opcni...-ig session lJ.St week, Mah-
goub insisted that companies are listed 
only if they "play a roie in helping Isr.i.
et's economic, indu.stri:ll. or military 
efforts." 

Legel Tool-:s. Was:-Ungcon has only 
begun to explore what leg:il tools a:-e 
avaihble to combat the boycoa. Many 

• antitrust 1::iw e:qxrts beli;ve Lf:t:i.t Section 
1 of the Sherman Act, wh.ich forbids con• 
tr:ict combinations or conspi~cy in re
straint of trade, could be used against. 
say, an Arab b:in.'< th:n refl!Sed to d~I 
with U.S. comp:mies that have tie3 with 
Isra:;l: but enforc::ment •..:•oulci I::<:: impos
sible unless the b::lnk had assets locited 
within the jurisdiction of a U.S. court. 
.Some J u.stic!! offici::il:; are discussing :in
oiher approach: :l th:-!::it of ;iction under 
civil rights Jaws against U.S. companie:; 
that l,ow to th<! bbc!di.st by deliber:itely 
excluding Jewish employtt:1 from their 
Arab opera tions. 

Ultimately, the ar~ur.icnt th:it is 
most likely to force the Arab eov::m
inents to reconsidt;r their i:;olicy of eth
nic eco~omic di.scri.-nination is th;:i.t they 
rnn the risk of :i back!J.Sh. ~g:i.inst the 
boycott when they tRg-1n to inv::st their 
oil bi!lions in \\/estcm countries in a bio 
way. As President Ford put it blunt!; 
I.is l wc:::k: '·Foreign busin<!SSrnen and in
' cstors are wc:lcomc in the United StJ.tes 
\~h:::n th:.:y arc willir.g to confonn to the 
princip!:.: ::; L1f cur s0-:i::ty. •• 

39 
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• HUDSON P,WEA PRODUCTS 
o l<O!JAl( CAM:RAS A)ID fiLM 

• HELE?l;\ RUBEHSTEI~ o FORD PilOTOR PRODUCTS 

• FOUR ROSES o H:l:iicl<ll'I 

• HATIOlUL BEER. Ct.Rll/1GS, TU90RG 

• BARTO 'S CA~OY 
o RCA 

• MlLES LABORATORY PRODUCTS o HARTZ MDU>HAl;,i PET FOODS • 

• WHIRLPOOL 
.. zEmrn 

• CLUB MEDITcRRA),IEf 
• MOTOROLA 

., SEAGMMS o REVLO~ o KAISER AlUMIHUM 

• ISRAEl Wl/1ES AUD FOOD PROiJUCTS 

~rroilucts and filt:G'"'ls 0~ the 

Arab rsoycctt LSsi. 

T~:1EY [)£1.:9:E 70 !DO f8[1JS3~!HESS 

\.?JJ7H ~SBAEL! 

Patronize companies ON the Boycott List! 

BUY products and S~lt products on the List! 

Now is the time to take firm consumer action. The 

economic survival of Israel depends on it. 

" Arrange for s;::iea:<ers f::ir your organization. 

• Arrange for mailing ir.ser.s of boycott lists to r you r organization_ 
I 

o Arrange commit~eas in you r organization to c2iJ on merchants. rest.1urants. " 
,. d iJ 

. ho~els. motels c:,scoun t houses and superr.iari<ets to carry pro'-'ucts an ,, µ, 
p:ish sales of companies on the Boycot t Li s,. r 

" Tell friends to 10:n th"! bat tle aga inst the A rab Boycott. j· 

For further information on how to turn shopping dorlais into 

victor; dollars, OR FOR SPEAKERS, CALL: 
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e National Beer 
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Patronize companies a:3:~ the Boycott List! 

BUV products and SELL ·products on the List! 

Now is the time to take firm consumer action. The 

economic survival of Israel depends on it. 

o Arrange far Sf::-:?al<ers for your organiz2.tion. 

~ Arrange for mailing inserts of boycott lis~s for your organization. 

o Arrange committees in your organizat ion to call on merchants. 

restaurants, hotels. motels. discount houses and supermar~ets 

to carry products and push sales of companies on the Boycott 

List. 

For further information on how to turn shopping dollars into 

victor; dollars, OR FOR SPEAKERS, CALL: 

I 
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E~IBAS SY OF ISRAEL 

OFFICE OF THE ECOI 0)11C l\IINISTER 

641 LEXINGTON AVE NUE N E W YORK 10022 (21 2) 486 -8506 

Mr. Eugene Blum 
Jews Against the Arab Boycott 
6806 Harrowdale Road 
Baltimore, Md. 21209 

Dear Mr. Blum, 

July 28~ 1976 

Thank you very much for your letter of July 1, 1976 
informing me about JAAB activities, and asking me to outline 
our concepts of how to help bolster Israel's economic picture. 

Clearly, your colleagues and yourself must be congratulated, 

and we indeed appreciate very much what you are doing. We hope 

indeed that many other communities will follow your example 
and get together to assist Israel's economy . 

In this area there are two main activities: first, assisting 

Israel's effort to reduce its current balance of payment deficit 

and making the US business community more open and ready to buy 
from Israel and to invest in Israel ; second, fighting Arab 
economic coercion in this country, mainly the Arab boycott. 

Jewish activities are carried on in both areas, by individuals, 

as well as by the various Jewish organizations . On the positive 

side, i.e. promoting Israeli goods and investments in Israel, the 

following activities could be undertaken : 

(a) Think Israel - look for goods produced in Israel and 
buy them (a catalogue is enc losed ) 

(b) Suggest to producers, wholesalers and retailers to use 
and sell goods produced in Israel 

(c) Use in your home, and encourage your friends and neighbors, 
to buy and use in their homes goods produced in Israel; 

... /2 



, O FF ICE O F T HE ECON O M IC M I N IST E R - 2 -
July 28, 1976 

Mr. Eugene Blum 

(d) 

(e) 

Jo in communa l activities aimed to strengthen the economy 
of Israel, such as CEG-I headed by Elmer Winter (I am 
sending a copy of this letter to h.1.m so he may be able. 
to contact you) 

Suggest to businessmen and industrialists t o consider 
Israel as a base of production. In this connection 
you should emphasize the relative advantages of Israel, 
s uch as our association with the European Community, 
Israe l's eligibility f or t ariff preferences in the US 
under GS P , highly skilled and sophisticated l abor , 
financial and o ther incentives for foreign investors 
and approved investment, and many more. Further information 
can be obtained from the Trade Commissioner or the 
Investment Authority in my office , or in the various 
regiona l offices (addresses attached) 

(f) Encourage trade and professional organizations in y our 
area to organize businessmen 's missions to Israel or 
open their platforms to speakers on behalf of Israel; 

(g) Encourage tourism t o Israel and fly Israel's national 
airline, El-Al. 

(h) Continue t o assist and solicit others to assist Is rael 
financially by contributing to the UJA o r by purchasing 
Israe l Bonds (the local offices will gladly accept y our 
advice or volunteer work). 

There are of c ourse many other activities in these area. 

and you and those with whom you coopera te, may choose those 

most suitable. 

Success in the said activities is also success in combatting 

the Arab Boycott. I srael 's economic growth is the best evidance 
that we repe lled the attack the Arabs have launched , in particular 

because o f the financial strength of the Arab o il producing 

countries, and that they have been de f e ated. 
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July 28, 1976 

Mr. Eugene Blum 

Our policy in connection wit.h the boycott in the US has been 
explained in my speech in Austin, made sometime ago. This speech 
is attached. In addition, the various Jewish organiza tions, in 
particular the ADL, American Jewish Committee and American Jewish 
Congress,are actively engaged in various activities such as 
promotion of Federal and State legislation, adoption of Anti
Boycott policies by U.S. corporations and businessmen and 
exposing those complying with the boycott rules. Since all 
these activities are carried on nationally and as a coordinated 
effort, it seems adviseable to join them rather than act alone. 
Furthermore, these actions require more than catches the eye, 
e.g. why prefer companies which are on the blacklist over those 
which have excellent business relations with us or even invest 
in Israel, but for one reason or another are not on the list. 

Our target should be to respect and reward all those who 
oppose the boycott o r disregard it, and call on others to follow 
them. However, as you have seen from my speech, we do not advocate 
counter boycotting or creating an impression that we encourage or 
foster it. 

You have ~lso asked for guidance concerning the efforts to 
pass legislation. It would be improper on my part to give such 
guidance, but I am sure the various organizations, as well as the 
American Israel Public Affairs Committee, will be able to assist 
you in that. 

May .I again thank you for your efforts, and I hope that all 
of you will find the right way to assist us in our effort to make 
Israel's economy stronger . 

I am at your disposal for any further clarification. 

With kindest regards, 

)' 

SincerYtly, 

).. x~ 
ze• ~~jSher 
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GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL POLICY IN THE U.S. 

ON THE ARAB BOYCOTT 

Ze'ev Sher 

Economic Minister 

to the U.S. and Canada 

Austin, Texas 

February 19, 1976 



The Government of Israel's Position on the Boycott Issues in the U.S. 

The purpose of this paper is to explain the position the GOI takes 

in the United States on the various issues that arise here in connection 

with the Arab Boycott or as a result of it. In particular I would like to 

c oncentrate on the policy in relation to the Arab boycott we consider 

that the U.S. business community and the Administration ought to adopt. 

In principle, we agree and hope that all issues will be solved 

once peace will be achieved in the region. However, as you know, it 

takes two to make peace and our efforts in this respect have not yet 

been successful. 

It goes without saying that the goal we would like to achieve in 

this country is the total elimination of any boycotting activity or 

discriminatory policy toward Israel, the Israeli business community 

and the Jewish community around the world. Thus, every action we may 

take, including counter attack, should be considered as an act of self 

defence in the economic warfare that the Arab states have lodged against 

us. 

Other speakers have discussed the legal ity - or rather illegality 

of complying with Arab economic warfare activities carried on in this 

country, or even outside this country,but in relation to US citizens or 

corporations. As far as I am informed, a nd in our opin ion , compliance 
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by US citizens and residents with Arab boycott rules is illegal, both 

under international law and under domestic law, as well as iinrr).oral and 

contrary to US tradition and policy. It seems to me almost obvious ·that 

US firms,which cooperate with the Arabs in their efforts to boycott 

Israeli goods as well as businessmen who deal with Israel or in activities 

designed to damage Israel's economy, will find themselves involved in a 

legal action of one kind or another, whether anti-trust, violation of 

civil rights, non-disclosure of material information to shareholders, 

or under all or some of the statutes that have been referred to by other 

speakers. It should be noted, however, that in all such events it is 

not the fact that Israel has been the victim that gives the cause of 

action, but rather the cause of action is a violation of a legal 

principle of this country, a damage that has been caused to a · person 

here, or the violation of rights of a person in this country. This 

would also explain why the Arab Boycott and discriminatory activities 

are a source of _concern and reason for action in this country, in 

particular US Administration,the Congress and the various organizations 

concerned with the protection of civil rights and minority liberties. 

In other words, warfare activities are carried on, in this country, 

by official and semi official representatives of the Arab countries, in 

addition to overt and covert activities undertak en by the Arabs through 

economic means or by economic coercion, by members of the business 

communi t y and several US service bodies. 
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The question may be raised as to what legal right, as distinguished 

from a moral or political one, we have to request the US to combat the 

boycott activities including establishing certain policies, implementing 

domestic laws, and even i ntroducing new legislation, all intended to 

combat the economic warfare lodged by the Arabs. 

I have explicitly emphasized legal rights, since it is obvious that 

within the friendly relation which exist between Israel and the US one 

should expect that the US will do whatever feasible to eliminate hostile 

acts directed against Israel, in the form of participation by some 

members of the business community in the economic warfare. 

The US and Israel agreed in various instances that the policy of 

the two governments is to oppose restrictive trade practices against 

countries friendly to either. Such opposition can be achieved only 

through appropriate steps to be undertaken in this country. We do not, 

however, rely on the statements alone, but also on a Treaty. 

The US-Israel Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation provides 

in Article VII : , 

"Nationals and companies of either Party shall be accorded 
national treatment with respect to engaging in all types of 
commercial, industrial, financial and other activity for 
profit (business activities) within the territories of the 
other Party.... " 
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Permitting the enforcement of boycott rules does _limit this right. 

Article IX grants the right to acquire and dispose any type of property. 

The boycott limits these rights. Articles XIV and XVI grant MFN treatment 

to prod.ucts produced in either country, and the boycott may make Israel i 

goods least favored. Therefore we have to refer to the remedies provided 

by the Treaty. 

Art. XVIII provides : 

"The two parties will, upon the request of either of them, have 
discussions regarding the actual prospective existence of 
business practices which may have harmful effects upon_ commerce 

between their respective territories; and each will take such 

measures as it deems appropriate with a view to eliminating 
such undesirable practices. Business practices which may have 
harmful effects are those which restrain competition, limit 
access to markets ... and which are engaged in or made effective 
by one or more private or public commercial enterprises or by 
combination, agreement, or other arrangement among such 
enterprises." 

The policy of Israel is therefore the one we may raise in such 

discussion. In order to understand the policy let us first discuss 

the various factors which may affect our policy -

(a) The current impact of the boycott on Israel's economy is 

immaterial insofar as our request to take steps to eliminate 

it. The overriding principle is that no country friendly to us 

should permit host ile acts against us within its jurisdiction . 

... Is 
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(b) Since Arab activities, pressures and possible potentials and 

rewards have created awarness of the issue that may affect the 

future attitude of the business community, it is necessary that 

steps to curb possible future developments will be taken as early 

as possible. 

(c) Israel, as well as the US, are committed to the general principle 

that world progress can be achieved by a continued reliance on 

free economic markets, by promotion of a free, cooperative and 

open order of world trade - and therefore, to continue resistance, 

in principle, to the application of restrictive trade practices. 

(d) Awareness of the problem, but without proper information on its 

applicability, possible impact and effect, and the lack of 

informational and educational effort by the responsible bodies 

in the US, have created a voluntary boycott and shying away, by 

US interests, from business opportunities, that Israel has to 

offer, a matter that is neither justified by reason, nor by fact. 

(e) Progress toward peace in the Middle East will be achieved only 

by creating the right atmosphere of credibility, trust and 

recognition by all parties concerned that peaceful coexistence 

is feasible and practical. Any act, attitude or illusion that 

creates the impression that,at this s tage, no posibility exists 
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to cooperate, at one and the same time, with the two adversaries 

in the Middle East, that business identification must be with one 

of the parties only, is harmful to the effort to achieve peace in 

our area. 

These factors stated above determined our policy to be as follows -

(a) We believe that ways and means should be found to enhance commercial 

intercourse between Israel and tne Arabs even before a formal peace 

is established. In fact, economic cooperation and commercial 

activities have since WW II, in almost all cases, preceded a 

formal peace between former enemies. 

(b) We oppose the notion that economic activity can be undertaken in 

one of the camps only. We welcome every party willing to do 

business with us, whether he has business interests in Arab world 

or not. We do not believe in counter boycotting of any kind. We 

do not request as others, that volume or extent of doing business 

with us should have a size relative to the size and extent of 

business somewhere else. 

(c) we believe it is necessary to fight boycotting activities advocated, 

forced or advocated by others. A nation cannot, and should not, 

tolerate its being considered a pariah and unwanted in a business 

community or any segment thereof. A country should resist any 

attempt to be defined as a second rate citizen, with whom you do 

business in the back alley only. 
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(d} We are a sovereign nation ·entitled to equal treatment. We do not 

want to be singled out in any way or form. Therefore, we object 

that within the jurisdiction of friendly nations businessmen should 

be required, by hostile forces, to submit information not required 

about other nations. 

(e) It is intolerable that hostile activities by other should be carried 

out against us by threat or economic coercion. We have to fight 

this practice and in this connection we oppose -our being singled 

out by any one, in any manner, in connection with business 

transactions carried on with us, or as a matter of fact, in 

connection with business transacted with third parties. 

We are in full agreement with the US Government that boycotting 

activities in this country against us are intolerable. The State 

Department declared in a release of April 2, 1975 that "the US opposes 

the Arab Boycott. We do not support or condone it in any way". 

This declaration is in accordance with the policy embodied in 

Sec. 3(5) of the Export Administration Act which provides : 

(1) The policy of the US is to oppose boycotts fostered or imposed 
against other countries friendly to the US, and 

(2) to encourage and request domestic concerns in the export trade to 
refuse to take any action, including furnishing of information or 

signing agreements, which has the effect of furthering or support ing 

such boycotts. 
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There are, however, more t~an one opinion on the most appropriate 

steps to be taken at this time to combat the boycott. In th is context 

I would like to comment on some of the statements forwarded by 

Administration spokesmen: 

The US position is basically that without in any way affecting the 

friendship between US and Israel (a) the boycott issue can be solved only 

within the framework of a peace settlement in the ME; (b) steps to be 

taken now by the US may create confrontation with the Arab world; 

(c) the interests of the US business community are in the Arab markets, 

and creating the situation that they could not comply with the Arab 

boycott rules will jeopardize their competitiveness in the Arab markets. 

This position has been demonstrated today in Secretary's Baker 

speech where he said:"The questions (of the boycott are) intertwined with 

some of the most vital interests of the US". 

These interests include - "The paramount issue of peace ... we (the 

US) do not believe that actions such as the boycott, which increase 

tension, are in the best interest of any of the countries involved .. . 

on the other hand ... these interests are not served by precipitous or 

emotional reactions ... which could produce a climate of confrontation~ .. 

second, one of the issues involved is 'our national secutiry'. Since 

sixty percent of the known oil reserves are in the Middle East a cut 

off from those suppliers ... could have adverse implications for the US 

nat i onal security". 
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There is an "enduring fri~ndship for the State of Israel", but 

there are "important economic considerations". The Arab countries now 

represent the fastest growing market in the world economy. US exports 

to the Arab countries more than tripled in the past three years, reaching 

$5.3 billion, (and) are expected to exceed 10 bil. $ before 1980. 

This, in the words of Secretary Bak er represent jobs ... but also 

"we serve the interests of both sides - both economic and political ... 

to the extent that transfers of superior American technology and products 

help these countries to develop and raise the living standards of .their 

people. Efforts to expand (the US) commercial relations with the Arab 

countries, more than just a cynical chase after the Petrodollar ... " 

With due respect to the honorable speaker, who clearly expounded 

his bona fide thoughts, I beg to differ -

First, we cannot believe the argument that US foreign and internal 

policy are so vulnerable. Is it really true that the dependency on Arab 

oil has made the US subject to coercion by others, so that the US is 

unable to maintain its way of life? Is it r eally conceivable that the 

US has lost its position in the world and at h ome which makes the US so 

big and so strong? Is there no world freedom of determination, freedom 

of c h o ice and equal opportunity? It is hard to believe! And if so, i s 

it really true that only the freedom to seek business opportunity in Is r ael 

is jeopardized? Thus, is the price of assurance of oil supply really not 
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only trading with Israel but, may be, tomorrow, the State of Israel itself 

and then after tomorrow, the well being of the US and the world? 

I am afraid that even the speaker would not like to agree with 

his argument. 

Second, is fighting for better business relationship, where Israeli 

and Arab business interests may eventually get indirectly together, 

affecting the chances for peace? 

We would think that this should be one of the means to be used 

toward peace. If today there exists mistrust and hatred, the way to 

choose is the one which may get people together. We prefer open bridges 

rather than stonewalling. 

Thirdly, it is legitimate to question whether there will really be 

a confrontation between the Arab world and the US in the event the US 

takes appropriate steps against the enforcement of the Arab boycott in 

the US? Undoubtly, Arab Governments just as probably they have done in 

the past, will express the ir . opposition and present their protest, against 

future steps, but it is hardly believable that a confrontation which 

may either weaken the US-Arab relationship o r have recognizeable impact 

on us business will result. Let us look at this very importantpoint wi th 

respect to two countries Egypt and Saudi-Arabia 
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First, Egypt . It is evident from the various discussions taking 

place on economic cooperation between the US and . Egypt that Egypt is 

interested in US investments, know-how and managerial capabilities. 

Would Egypt turn its back on all this, if US business, as a rule, do~s 

not discriminate against Israel and carries on business with Israel? 

Of course, they may be able to discriminate against companies which do 

business with Israel, as long as they are able to find out, when 

companies are permitted to inform the Egyptian authorities about their 

relationship with Israel and as long as the US will tolerate this. But 

should they? Furthermore, clearly when US public monies are involved, 

the US will be in a position to ascertain that non-discriminatory 

practices will be adopted. 

With regard to Saudi-Arabia the situation seems to be different. 

Because of their wealth they might have the freedom of choice. However, 

even here it seems to be otherwise. The implementation of the ambitious 

development plan of the country, as well as their regretable arms 

purchase program, require close connection and access to the US market. 

Furthermore, in many areas US industry and business are the leaders. 

Is it reasonable to believe that they will prevent themselves from 

utilizing this market because of its relationship with Israel? In fact, 

speakers from that country have said time and aga i n that their national 

interest to get the best available goods and services will prevail. 

Furthermore, it was sta ted in a joint c ommunique between the US 

and Saudi-Arabia as follows : 
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"In reviewing the atmosphere within which economic relations 
between the two countries have been progressing, the Saudi 
side reiterated the Saudi Government's posi~ion concerning 
the League of Arab States' boycott of Israel, it· reaffirmed 
that this boycott is a non-violent economic measure which is 
a product of the absence of a just and lasting peace in the 
Middle East ; that it is not based on any form of discrimination 

relating to race, color, religion, national origin, sex or age; 
and that ever since it was started in the late 1940's, this 

boycott was not - and is not today - intended against the United 
States. The Saudi side further expressed its hope that the 
existing and potential economic cooperation between the two 
countries will not be disrupted by any misinterpretation of 
the Arab boycott of Israel. The American side was pleased with 

the reaffirmation of this policy of not discriminating on the 
basis of race, color, religion, sex and national origin. The 
American side further noted that President Ford's statement of 
November 20, 1975 with respect to discrimination and subsequent 

executive actions were not directed against any particular 
country. Both sides agreed to make these policies more widely 
understood and further agreed that any action based on 
misinterpretation of this policy could hinder cooperation 
between both countries." 

These arguments of course are valid for the other Arab countries 

as well. Thus, I believe that introducing the relationship with Israel 

as a factor in the competitiveness of US industry vis-a-vis the rest of 

the world is not substantiated. 

I would like to add that, of course, if participation in boycotting 

of Israel is permisable, then it becomes part of the competition between 

US firms - but is this ~the ,kind of competition which should be tolerated? 

It is the kind of competition which is contrary to US tradition and 

should be eliminated. 

What would we like to a chieve - We would like to see that US firms 

are able to do business in all parts of the region. We would like that 

companies should not deterred from doing business with us because of their 
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business interests in the Arab world or because of their hopes to do 

business there in the future. On the other hand, we hope that companies 

which are actively engaged in business in Israel today or may be so in 

the future will not be discriminated against because of this, and no 

retaliatory stpes should be taken for . doing business with Israel. 

Therefore, all we ask is that US Government should protect US 

business so that it can maximize its profits and avail itself of all 

opportunities equally. 

This can be achieved in various ways -

First by direct approach to the Governments concerned. This, as far 

as we know, is being done. The degree of success is evident from 

dec larations made by spokesmen of the Administration. 

In another area, we ask the USG to create the situation whereby 

companies here shall not be able to participate in the implementation 

of the boycott rules, and among this we include - (a) refraining either 

e xpl icity or implied, from doing business with Israel because of 

considerations not connected with business or economics; (b) answering 

questions specifically concerning relations with Israel or Israeli fi rms. 

In addi tion, steps should be taken so that the USG itself and its 

agencies should not participate, in any way or f orm, in furthering 

boycott activities. 
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We believe that these ends can be achieved in various ways -

(a) An educational process through which US business should be told 

the facts, and should be encouraged to further non-discriminatory 

policies. 

(b) By introducing legislation that will eliminate the necessity for 

companies to decide whether to follow boycott practices or not, 

and make all turn down boycotting requests and reinstate equality. 

(c) By more forcibly protecting the interests of US business through 

reducing the possibility of foreigners utilizing US advantages, 

while otherwise discriminating against US business. 

We have followed with interest and are appreciative of the many 

suggestions for legislation and the other legal steps taken or proposed 

to be taken. However, we believe that simple legislation to the point 

is the only meaningful solution which eventually will have to pursued. 

Otherwise, the complexities of the situation will deter the business 

community from doing business in the Middle East altogether. 

Having said this I cannot close my eyes to other activities 

undertaken in this country by various civic groups, in particular 

Jewish, which fight against the boycott. We, of course, support this 

action and appreciate all the steps that they take, since it serves our 

purpose and assists in reaching the goals we have set ourselves. 

/ 15 
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However, it must be unders~ood that the basic philosophy and 

justification for their activity is much broader than our own, and 

exceeds our "narrow" interests. Their campaigns are not intended solely 

to preserve the legitimate interests of Israel, but as American, protect 

the American tradition of non-discrimination, equality of opportunity 

and free competition. Therefore, their activity must not necessarily 

be identified with ours, but should rather be identified with the struggle 

here to maintain the spirit of the Constitution and American way of life. 

To sum up -

(1) We have a legal right to request USG active steps against the 

boycott; 

(2) We believe that taking these steps is necessary not only to protect 

our own interest, but the interests of those in the US business 

community who do, or will do, business with us; 

(3) We believe that the best way to stop the implementation of 

boycott rules in this country, or by people of this country, 

is by legislation; 

(4) According to our assesment, the benefits from adopting this policy 

are greater and more advantageous than a ny possible damage from 

retaliatory steps that might possibly be taken by the Arabs; 

... I 16 
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(5) Eventually opposit ion t o the boycott may create new bridges and 

avenues for communication between the nations of the Middle East 

and thus assist in bringing the peace we all long for; 

(6) We believe that US firms wi ll only benefit from doing business 

with us as well as with others and many opportunities are now 

lost for US business and industry. 

American tradition, fr e edom and non-discriminatory practices 

made the US so strong and affluent. , We believe that it . is strong 

enough today to continue to pursue this policy, for its own benefit, 

as well as for the advancement of peace and human society. 



Mr . Eli A.yt..l 
17 JaboUns ·y St . 
Jerusalem 
Israel 

Dear Eli: 

July 29 , lt76 

I finally returned to the atates . Yehuda is still gamboling about 
Eu1•ope, .... lthcugh he expect to be i:>ack in the states towai·d the end 
of this week . 

We did enjoy our Israel j urney much . The spirit was o different 
this time round, understandably enough . I hope that it will per.sist . 

Rhea. ad I found our evening in your home a highlight oi our Journey . 
You a.re both so wa:rm n11d wonderful and tte respond to you i11 like 
manner. I hope you :feel that. rt was certainly thoughtful of you 
to ext nd yourself and we are both beholden to you and Miriam. 

How did the televil3ion show go? Yehuda gave me a positive response 
but I can never really believe him. He hates to make me feel bad . 
In any event, for your sake more than mine I hope that it came across 
well . 

Again, my thanks for everything you did and my admiration for what 
you are. 

Affectiona.tely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



July 28, 1976 

Mr. Den Patir, Press Minister 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
Prime Minister's Office 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear Den: 

Just~ note to let you know how grateful I 
am for all your helpfulness . You were most 
thou~htful in eTery way . 

Rhea and I were really unhappy that we couldn't 
stay for your party. Yehuda told me how very 
beautiful it was. Another time! 

My best to you and yours. Hopefully we will be 
seeing one another soon. Cordial greetings to 
your wife, in which Rhea joins me. 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

AMS:tb 



Mr. Jeffrey Paul 
Jewish Chronicle 
25 Furnival Street 
London, E.C. 4A IJT 

])ear Jeffrey: 

July 28, 1976 

Just a note to let you know how nice it was 
to see you and to have a chance to chat with 
you. It seems to me, at least, that we are 
reasonably well attuned to one another .. 

Hopefully something will transpire along the 
lines which we discussed for our Presidents 
Conference journey. If you have some thoughts, 
write me or Yehuda. 

Keep well and warm good wishes. 

cordially, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
AMSstb 

c.c: Mr. Yehuda Hell~n 



The Honorable Zeev Suffot, 
Consul General 
Embassy of Israel 
2 Palace Green 
London, W,8, England 

Dear Zeev1 

July 28, 1976 

Just a note to tell you how good it was to see 
you. I found your briefing on British Jewry 
and its commitment to Israel. most constructive .. 

Of couise, tam aost grateful to you for your 
personal qourtesies, 

cordially, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
AMS:tb 



Y.il:'. • Be:rnard E<lel.11!!\U 
22730 N. Nottingham Dd.ve. 
Birmingham, Mich, 48010 

june 14, 1976 

Your letter o Ju 9th h c jufit r ached me au<i': I hasten 
po , . . I t-rant to tl1&1..'< y fol' ·ak!ng the till'.te to 

cl ohar' yo·~ ;on: . 

I alao went 
'liUi.1 

ct 1 
\101 ,, 

f:ac, ll 

ited 

Ao yo t 

it 
act p-c va 
,.)'tO., L c.C 
0 Ut:r.lOG 
know , •• 

. 
i 

tl1 . American Jewich com .. 
• ~tiativu o~ itJ 

esp ctive • 
As a matter of 

r • reseni:u all 
we elt to 

nity -::hon 

ins 
0 

iw .. :i. u~ce, 
t 1osc • ;:;r orr; .n zu on 

ox- action. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler. Rabbi 
Chairman 



./ 
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June 9, 1976 

Bernard Ede1man 
22730 N . NOTTINGHAM DRIVE 

BIRMINGHAM , MICHIGAN 48010 

Conference of Presidents of 
Major American Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Gentlemen: 

Jews appear to be losing both the initiative and determination 
necessary to help put events in their proper perspective. There 
appears to be a lesser effort at a time when an even greater 
dedication is required. 

I had occasion to write to two national Jewish organizations 
about important matters and got no response from either. 

Spokesmen for Arab views, on the other hand, appear to be taking 
some initiative and getting more attention. 

In recent days headlines such as "Israelis kill Arab boy" and 
"Israelis kill Arab school girl" have appeared as news headlines 
by Associated Press. Such headlines do not tell the total story 
and serve to harm the Israeli image. 

There should be a clearing house so that sound ideas c a n be quickly 
f ~ e ed to the 
p me t lose. 

--r--

proper organization for prompt action. We have no 

ially yours, ,..,P" 

/' \ 
I / / e_/-t, ~ ~ --Z~J 

Bernard Edelman 

BE:lb 
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June 14, 1976 

Dear Joachim: 

l'hank you for your note of June 9th. I, too. regret that you 
are unable to be at the Presidents' Conference meeting totnQrroti', 
for 1 uoul much have wa11ted our leadership to have an oppor.
tunity to hear from you. Porhaps at omo oth r ti w. nll 
have a chancti to have you with u . 

Undoubtedly, we will _ ao • .tg ea h other in Israel in few 
weeks nd ! luok forward to that. In the meantime. Rhea joins 
me in sending wa:rmest reeards from hou::io to house. 

Rabbi .JoachJ.m FriM 
306 El.nuynd D~ive 
Orange, N.J. 07050 

AlcU.t1der M. Schindler 

\ 
\ 

/ 



.JOACHIM PRINZ 

June 9, 1976 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Conference of Presidents of Major 

American Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Alex: 

I can't tell you how sorry I am that I had 
to cancel my speaking engagement. For very 
personal reasons I have to leave on the 14th and 
had to cancel not merely my meeting with the 
Presidents Conference but also several imporb ant 
meetings with the World Jewish Congress. 

I was very much looking forward to appearing 
before the Presidents Conference. A public de
bate of the issues is long overdue, but, unfortun
ately, if I am ever to appear it will have to be 
postponed until I return in the fall. 

With every good wish for a healthy summer, I 
am 

Yours, 

• 



Mr. Walter P.- Stern 
capital Research Company 
299 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10017 

Dear Wallie: 

May 10, 1976 

I'm juet back from a week of travel and f ound the promiaed copy 
of the American Jewish ColQlllitte.e JDeIDOtan awaiting me. Many 
thanks for your thoughtfulnes, in sharing it with•· 

It was good meeting with you aud I am grateful to you for taking 
the time from your very buay schedule to chat. It was a inoat 
helpful get together. 

With repeated thanks and warmest regards, I am 

SU1Cerely. 

Alexander M. Schindler 

' 

I ' 

\ 

I/ 
'I 

t 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Institute of Human Relations, 165 E. 6, ., ew Yori<, N.l. 0022, L ~ -4000 

• AMERICAN BUSINESS CAN WELL AFFORD TO SAY NO TO~ T: D1NDS » 
A Background Memorandum 

With petrodollars continuing to flow like oil into the coffers of the Arab 
oil nations, U.S. companies are vying for business opportunities in Arab 
lands. Does that mean they have to bow to Arab boycott pressures? Most 
evidence indicates this does not follow at all. 

Acquiescence in the Arab boycott against Israel not only calls for refusal 
to buy from, sell to or invest in the Jewish state; it also requires a will
ingness to discriminate against American Jewish manufacturers, suppliers, 
subcontractors, investors--even against Jewish board members, executives, 
managers and technological experts. The U.S. Government, the American busi
ness community and the many civic and religious groups that keep watch over 
American policies and practices have all made it clear that they are not 
prepared to agree to such demands. 

The Export Administration Act of 1969 declares it the policy of the U.S. "to 
oppose restrictive trade practices or boycotts fostered or imposed by for
eign countries against other countries friendly to the U.S." The Sherman 
Anti-Trust Act prohibits restraint of trade. Employment discrimination vio
lates the Federal Civil Rights Law as well as numerous other Federal, state 
and local statutes. And new laws and regulations are under consideration to 
tighten restrictions and increase the penalties against companies complying 
with boycott demands. 

To counter this trend, a new series of rumors seem to have been floated by 
the Arabs and their friends. Anti-boycott requirements, it is said, are 
costing American companies contracts, investment capital and orders. Is 
this true? The widely respected Mitchell, Hutchins Inc., in a report issued 
in August 1975 analyzing OPEC Expenditures: Size, Timing, Nature and Benefi
ciaries, points out th~· the largest current OPEC markets are Iran, Venezu
ela and Indonesia--nor. of them involved in the boycott. And The New York 
Times, in a report fro. Paris dated April 4, 1976, notes that the Netherlands 
and the United States--special targets of the 1973 Arab oil embargo because 
of their pro-Israel stance--both increased their exports to the Mideast in 
1974 and 1975, while France, its pro-Arab policies notwithstanding, has fall
en behind. The same pragmatism marks most of the Arabs' business dealings. 

By far the largest Arab purchases in the U.S. involve military weapons, hard
ware and parts. As of March 1976, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers was au
thorized to subcontract and supervise the building of $18 billion-worth of 
military facilities in Saudi Arabia alone. There are 3,000 Saudis studying 
in the U.S., and many of that country's highest officials were educated 
here. The Saudis are buying 110 Northrop F-5E jet fighters, and want our 
tanks, anti-tank missiles and armored personnel carriers. Only American 
companies can provide the technology for this sophisticated equipment, and 
the personnel to teach the Arabs how to use and maintain it. A decision to 
shift this business to other countries because U.S. companies will not bow 
to the boycott would mean not only scrapping and replacing expensive equip
ment but retraining pilots, aircraft technicians and artillerymen as well as 
essential civilian workers--an enormous waste of petrodollaFs. And in 
sparsely populated countries like Saudi Arabia .and Kuwait, the limited labor 
supply would make such a switch particularly difficult and unlikely. 

Of course, military supplies are not all the Arabs buy. In the next few 
years they are expected to increase their imports from the West in order to 
build schools, housing, hospitals and other facilities their countries are 
now lacking. For these goods and services too, the Arab states are most 
likely to look to the U.S., for neither Japan nor Europe nor both together 
have the industrial capacity to meet this high-priority need. "Despite 
anti-American sentiment in some of the Near and Middle East countries 
through the past decade, and sharp Japanese and European competition, there 
is marked preference for American products," Mitchell, Hutchins declares. 
"U.S. products are often the standard by which all other industrial machine
ry, transport equipment and consumer durable goods are evaluated." In the 
two most dynamic markets, Iran and Saudi Arabia, no single supplier is domi
nant, the study indicates, "but the U.S. has a commanding leading position 
in both of these countries." 
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Virtually all the Saudi development plans have been worked out by American 
experts and are based on contracts with American firms; many are already 
being implemented. Thus, a shift to other suppliers could cripple expensive 
projects under way. Indeed, as U.S. News and World Report reported in Feb
ruary 1976, despite their insistence on boycott compliance, the Saudis are 
worried that some large American firms will avoid business deals that may 
conflict with American law. 

American equity markets also enjoy a special advantage. The Arabs are cau
tious investors, very much concerned with the diversity, stability and safe
ty of their holdings, and the American capital market is the largest and 
most liquid in the world, more capable of accommodating big investments than 
any other. OPEC nations invested about $1.5 billion in U.S. equities in 
1975, up sharply from $360 million in 1974. There was also a large increase 
in the flow of Arab money into U.S. Treasury notes, bank certificates of de
posit, corporate stocks and bonds, real estate and other instruments. 

The dollar, despite its vicissitudes in recent years, remains the most im
portant reserve currency in international finance. As large holders of 
dollar-denominated .securities, it is doubtful that the Arabs would follow 
a money policy that could do damage to their own wealth. But even if they 
chose to place their funds in foreign markets, that money would still be 
available to borrowers here. And realistically, as an Arab banker said in 
an interview reported in Business Week (March 15, 1976), even if there is 
no direct contact, a "pro-Israel" bank cannot with any certainty be elimi
nated from an underwriting: "It's like driving a train. You can choose 
who is going to run it, but you can't select the passengers." 

Further, as Mitchell, Hutchins documents, while OPEC purchases of Western 
goods and services have increased sharply since 1973, "exports to the oil
producing countries still occupy only a small place in the trading activi
ties of the developed world. [In 1974] exports to OPEC represented only 
about 5.5 per cent of total OECD exports." If the U.S. maintains its cur
rent market share, such OPEC purchases "could represent about 0.7 of 1 per 
cent of GNP in 1976." Similarly, the $1. 5 billion the Arab states investe_d 
in equities here is a minuscule portion of the well over $800 billion in 
shares on U.S. stock exchanges. 

It is also evident that when the Arab states need American goods, services 
or know-how they are ready to overlook or evade their own boycott rules. 
Many American companies--including IBM, TRW, General Electric, Textron, 
General Telephone and Electronics, Raytheon, McDonnell Douglas, United Air
craft, TWA, Boeing, Hilton, Hertz, Avis--are doing business with both Israel 
and the Arab world. Ford, Bacon & Davis, a large engineering firm on Al
geria's blacklist, was chosen by Saudi Arabia for a new $4 million contract; 
and Air Products & Chemical, which is on the Saudi list, is supplying the 
technology for a big plant in Algeria. Egypt is negotiating with the Ford 
Motor Company, which has been on the Arab League blacklist since 1966, for 
a $150 million joint venture to build diesel engines and assemble trucks and 
tractors, even though Ford has said it will not stop dealing with Israel. 

At the same time, the Administration is clamping down on U.S. companies that 
violate the law by overt or covert boycott compliance. The Justice Depart
ment has filed a civil anti-trust suit against the Bechtel Corporation, a 
construction company charged with excluding blacklisted subcontractors from 
its Middle East work. The Government argues that an American company oper
ating under U.S. law may not do harm to other Americans in order to comply 
with the business conditions set by a foreign state, and that consent to 
such practices is tantamount to relinquishing this nation's sovereign right 
to make the laws controlling our commerce. 

Thus, it is clear that Arab boycott demands are likely to meet growing re
sistance on both legal and moral grounds. But there is little danger that 
American businesses rejecting those demands will suffer for standing firm. 

76-965-7 
PUB:RF/SFK 

April 1976 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Institute of Human Relations,165 E. 56 St.,New York, N.Y.10022, Plaza 1-4000 

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations 
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and relig ious rights of Jews here 
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people. 

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 12 NOON 
TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 1976 

NEW YORK, April 27 ... Three speakers at a news conference of the 

American Jewish Committee declared here today that the American 

economy would not be hurt if American business took a strong stand 

against the Arab boycott. 

They were Peter B. Kenen, Professor of International Finance 

at Princeton University; Dr. Jess N. Hordes, Executive Director, 

Research Project on Energy and Economic Policy; and Daniel Shapiro, 

Chairman of the American Jewish Committee's Task Force on Arab 

Economic Warfare. 

Professor Kenen said that despite "rumors that seem to have 

been floated by the Arabs and their friends," defiance of boycott 

requirements were not likely to cost American companies contracts, 

investment capital, or orders. 

He pointed to the Netherlands and the United States, which he 

described as "special targets of the 1973 Arab oil embargo because 

of their pro-Israel stance," stating that both countries had increased 

their exports to the Mideast in 1974 and 1975, "while France, its 

pro-Arab policies notwithstanding, had fallen behind." 

"The same pragmatism marks most of the Arabs' business dealings ," 

he continued, arguing that the Arab states apparently were prepared 

to overlook or evade their own boycott rules when they needed Ameri

can goods. He added that many companies were doing business with 

both Israel and the Arab world, among them: IBM, TRW, General Elec-

tric, Textron, General Telephone and Electronics, Raytheon, McDonnell 

Douglas, United Aircraft, TWA, Boeing, Hilton, Hertz and Avis. 

Elmer L. Winter, President; Richard Maass, Chairman, Board of Governors; Maynard I. Wishner, Chairman, National Executive Council; Theodore Ellenoff, Chairman, Board of Trustees 

Bertram H. Gold, Executive Vice President 

Washington Office: 818 18th St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006 • European hq.: 30 Rue la Boetie, Paris, France 75008 • Israel hq.: 9 Ethiopia St., Jerusalem, Israel 95149 

So. Amer. hq.: Bartolome Mitre 1943, Buenos Aires, Argentina • Brazil: Av. Rio Branco 18, s/1109, Rio de Janeiro • Mexico-Cent. Amer. hq.: Av. E. National 533, Mexico 5, D.F. 
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Ford, Bacon & David, a large engineering firm on Algeria's 

blacklist, Professor Kenen said, was chosen by Saudi Arabia for a 

new $4 million contract; and Air Products & Chemical, which is on 

the Saudi list, is supplying the technology for a big plant in Alge

ria. Egypt is negotiating with the Ford Motor Company, which has 

been on the Arab League blacklist since 1966, for a $150 million joint 

venture to build diesel engines and assemble trucks and tractors, 

even though Ford said it would not stop dealing with Israel. 

By far the larges Arab purchases in the United States involved 

military weapons, hardware and parts, Professor Kenen said, pointing 

out that "the Saudis are buying 110 Northrop F-SE jet fighters and 

want our tanks, anti-tank missiles and armored personnel _carriers. 

Only American companies can provide the technology for this sophis

ticated equipment, and the personnel to teach the Arabs how to use 

and maintain it." 

Any Arab decision to transfer this business to other countries, 

Professor Kenen said, would be expensive for the Arabs. Moreover, 

he added, the lack of skilled labor in countries like Saudi Arabia 

and Kuwait added to the difficulty of such a move. 

Aside from their military purchases, Professor Kenen stated, 

the Arabs would undoubtedly want to increase their import of mate

rials needed to build schools, housing, hospitals and other structures. 

Other countries cannot supply all the Arab needs in the quantities 

desired. On this point he quoted a report by Mitchell, Hutchins, 

Inc., a leading investment house, to the effect that U.S. products 

were considered by Middle East countries to be superior to any others. 

With regard to Saudi Arabia, Professor Kenen stated that "virtu

ally all the Saudi development plans have been worked out by American 

experts and are based on contracts with American firms; many are 

already being implemented. Thus, a shift to other suppliers could 

cripple expensive projects under way." 

American equity markets were also favored in the Middle East, 

Professor Kenen said, because of their diversity, stability and 

safety. The American capital market, he said, is more capable than 

any other of accommodating large investments and OPEC countries 
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invested about $1.5 billion in U.S. equities last year, a sharp rise 

from 1974's $360 million. 

Mr. Shapiro, a member of the New York Bar, stated that the 

American Jewish Committee did not believe that the only way to do 

business with the Arabs was to give in to demands that conflict with 

United States policy, and with Federal, state and local laws against 

unfair business practices. 

"If the American people and the Congress, as they should, find 

corporate kickbacks and bribery and special favoritism unacceptable," 

Mr. Shapiro said, "even if it means some business deals are frus

trated, we believe they must also find discrimination against Jewish 

companies, Jewish professionals, Jewish subcontractors equally un

acceptable. And we will be supporting measures both national and 

local that make this position clear to all." 

Dr. Hordes .said that despite growing evidence of increased Arab 

boycott requests in the United States, the Ford Administration had 

opposed Congressional efforts to strengthen anti-boycott legislation. 

"Concerned with adverse economic and foreign policy consequences 

in the Arab world," Dr. Hordes stated, "the Administration has ob

jected to Congress's attempts to insure that implementing provisions 

reflect stated U.S. policy in opposition to the boycott. Although 

the Administration has indicated a willingness to act against boycott

induced religious discrimination against American Jews, it has opposed 

action to protect U.S. firms from the Arabs' secondary boycott 

against Israel." 

The U.S. Government has maintained, Dr. Hordes asserted, that 

a solution to the secondary boycott must await a political settlement 

between the parties. In so doing, he said, the United States in 

effect acquiesces in and in a sense becomes a party to an instrument 

of Arab pressure against Israel. 

4/27/76 
76-961-42 
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Mr. Yehuda Leket 
Aliyah Desk 
The Jew:.sh Aeency 
515 l'-:-k Aven e 
New York, N.Y.. 10022 

Dear Mr . Lek.et: 

May 14, 1976 

The cncloee lett:c:- £rom D. Y~a.r of Haifa. v:ia aent 
to me and 1a ,-,. indicat d '"'o Jr. Yaar that I would 
share it with the appropriate forum. I do believe 
thi$ is a matter to be h:.mdled y yoitr office. 

With kindest regards, I "1ll 

Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Ale.--cander M. Schindler 
Chairman 



.. 
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Dr. Shieradztei Yaari 
Leon Bloom 14/7 
Haifa, Israel 

Dear Dr. Yaari: 

May 13, 1976 

I write to acknowledge receipt of your recent letter 
and to thank you for your comments. 

I assure you that I will relay them to the appropriate 
forum. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 



Rabbi Paul J. Citrin 
Temple Isl' el 
Boston, ti ss • :>.215 

Dear Paul: 
I 

f 
I 
I 

May 3. 1976 

It was good h.~r n~ fr~~ you. I regret that I don't hav the 
text of~ sermon at Beth Elohim and thus cannot share a copy 
with you. 

You pught to kt ow o 
and the thrust: of a 
Confer.cnce tr.:co t ss c . ) "• newspaper re o ts are no a wnyz ~ccura n . d th1$ 
was certainl t. t e scant quota.t d 1ith 
me . 

i 
l , appreciate I your shhriug your though ts t1ith 
~egards, ,l rup 

iti.c :eel > 

) 
·' 
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/ 
1• 
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RABBI PAUL J. CITRIN 

TEMPLEISRAEL 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02215 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

If you have a full text of the remarks you made at Temple Beth 
Elohim on April 23rd, I would appreciate receiving a copy. I am 
enclosing the BOS'IDN GLOBE 1 S scanty report of your address; of 
course, it hardly says enough to transmit a fair picture. 

Even without seeing the full text of your sermon, I would like to 
react to the sentence which quotes you as saying that you would 
like the Israeli government 11 to be more forthcoming" in efforts 
to reach a peaceful settlement with the Arabs. I agree with you, 
because I believe that Israel will never fully know the true 
intentions of the Arabs until it tests them with fomal, detailed, 
public proposals for settlement. I would very much like to see 
Israel lob the political ball back into Arab courts by making what 
Aryeh Eli~ calls a declaration of intent which would be carried 
out when the Arabs eJq>licitly accept Israel's right to exist. 
However, without such simultaneous concrete, active evidence from 
the Arabs, it seems that being more forthcoming is no less a recipe 
for suicide than doing nothing. 

Recently a GLOBE editorial also suggested that Israel must assume 
greater responsibility for peace and more flexibility in its 
position. I am concerned by such statements because they fail to 
mention the minimal Arab responsibility to renounce warfare and to 
recognize Israel• s legitimacy. Pressure on Israel alone from the 
United States, whether from the government or from the media, is un
balanced and unjust. Furthennore, one imagines that indeed Israel 
might be "more forthcoming" if the United States would apply some 
pressure, however slight, in the direction of the Arabs. Those who 
refrain from discussing the Arab share of responsibility for peace 
reduce their moral credibility. 

I am not interested in having the leadership of the .American Jewish 

• 



~ 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler April 28., 1976 

community act as aye-sayers and uncritical defenders of Israeli 
policy. Yet., I fear that in our efforts to regain some inde
pendence., we may become tools of those who really wish us no 
good. Therefore., I hope that you., as President of our Union., and 
as Chairman of the Council of Presidents., are using your leadership 
privately and publicly to influence our government to press the 
Arabs, too., toward their peace-illaking responsibilities. 

Though I have some inkling of your hectic schedule., I look forward 
to hearing from you at your convenience. With appreciation for 
your labors, I am 

Cordially yours, 

/d Rabbi Paul J. Citrin 

• 



Jewish leader 
favors Israeli 
pact with Arabs 

The leader of the more 
than 1 miJlion Reform 
Jews in the United States 
said yesterday US Jews 
are becoming less one
minded on Israeli policy in 
the Mideast. 

Rabbi Alexander M. 
Schinler said the reform 
movement specifically 
would like the Israeli gov
ernment "to be more 
forthcoming" in efforts to 
reach a peaceful settle
ment with its Arab neigh
bors. He would not specify 
on which issues he advo
cated this attitude, but he 
indicated · tensions on the 
West Bank ·and possiible 
talks with Palestinians 
were topics on which Jew
ish Americans might have 
divergent views. 

"I personally am a dove 
and always have been," 
Schinler said. 

The New York-based 
rabbi is president of the 
Union of American He
brew Congregations and 
recently returned from 
talks with government 
leaders in Isr ael. He par
ticipated in services last I 
night at Temple Beth Elo
him of Wellesley, honoring 
Howard M. Wilkoff of 
Weston, past congregation 
president. 



HERBERT l\lILLMAN 
National Jewi sh Welfare Board 

Fifteen East Twenty-Sixth Street 
New York, N.Y . 10010 

Of /ice of the E xecutive Vice-President Apri 1 30, 1976 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

I received a copy of your letter to presidents sharing a 
reaction by a Knesset member to your recent visit to 
Israel in behalf of the Conference of Presidents. I found 
this most rewarding. 

It is evident that you have initiated a new constructive 
dimension of dialogue between the organizational leader
ship of American Jewry and the approximate counterpart in 
Is rae 1 . 

This can only be good. 

Thanks for sharing. 

Warm regards. 

cc: Daniel Rose 
Yehuda He 11 man 

Sincerely, 

• 



i1":lltl'C'Cl"111)e,(, T'\~U,", 
PRIME MINISTER•S BUREAU 

Jerusalem, April 23, 1976 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of Major 

American Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Alex, 

The Prime Minister has asked me to acknowledge 
with thanks your letter to him of April 6 and to state 
that he was most happy at the opportunity of meeting you 
during your recent visit. 

Your letter to me of April 6 crossed with mine 
and I am delighted to note that we both concur that 
your first visit as Chairman of the President's Conference 
was most successful. 

You can count on me to be of service to you 
as best I can. 

Warm regards, 

Sfnc rely, 

\....,,' LL 
Yl huda Avner 
Adviser to the 

rime Minister 

• 
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thoughtful latter of ril . I appreciate your 
o ahare your vi w th 

t aaa that your views 
the ts• Conference. 

c fact that in mak1 
chai ference, b 1 

h opinion. 

1th r peat thanks a kind at eti s, I 

bee: Al Vorspan 
Yehuda Hellman 

incerely, 

Ale· nder . 

f 

eaton 
truat you 
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Rabbi Alexander Shindler, 
President, 
Union of American Hebrew 
838 , 5t h Avenue, 
New York , N. Y. 10021 , 
U. S. A. 

Dear Rabbi Shindler, 

AARON NORMAND 

J 22 Ha~ichon Street , 

Congregations , 

I am taking the liberty of t urning to y ou as the l eader of the 

grea t Zionist communi ties of Ameri can Jewry . 

I am following with grave doubts both my Government 1 s and my fellow 

countrymen 's views and attitude s on t he present state of t he Arab

Isr aeli conflict. 

My country is in a constant ly increasing danger and I turn t o you , 

as the leader of a gr ea t Jewish community in a grea t country , to 
try to help us in our p ligh t. 

The present stat e of mi nd in the count r y precludes the pos s ibility 

that Isr ael ' s leadership should be able t o reverse t he prevailing 

extremist religio- nationalistic t rends t hat are nourished by a mixt ure 

of hopes and fear s for t he country ' s secur ity . 

This way of t hought is based on t he concept that t he pr e - six day war 

Israel has to be discar de d as an unre a lis t i c and unmaint a inab le 

na t ional unit. Therefore, annexat ion or permane nt occupation of 
new territories!, coupled wi t h population and land- ownership changes 

involving t he Ar ab population , is a prerequisite for t he continuing 

existence of a Jewish State. 

This belief is shared by the vast major ity of t he Jewish population 

in Isr ael and is supported by histori cal, r el i gious, na t iona l economic 

and , last but no t l e as t, national defence and security arguments . 

The execution of t his policy is sanc t ioned by all the Zionist politic al 

par ties, except Moke d. 

This pol icy is strongly opp osed both by the surrounding Arab countries 

as well as by t he l ocal Arabs - mostly Palestini ans - who are the 

obj ects of t his policy and in t he las t analysis expected to foot 

t he bill . Al t hough t he policy of annelation , population and property 

change was ac t ually oppose d all along , even by the s t aunchest friends 

of I ... 



r 
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friends of Israel, it is only recently that friendly nations voice 
openly their dissent. This openly declared attitude of Israel's 
friends amongst the world's nations, coupled with the dramatic 
increase in Arab financial power, puts a rather grave question mark 
to the validity of the almost unanimously-held belief here that 
"if the Arabs are unwilling to accept our conditions voluntarily, 
we can continue to impose same on them, whether the rest of the world 
agrees with us or not . 11 

This attitude was taken for granted here before the Yorn Kippur War 
and has not really changed since. Neither the tragic consequences 
of the Yorn Kippur War nor the continuing retreat of the economy, 
aliyah and standards of morali ty make the population and the 
country's leadership reflect whether we have not embarked on the 
wrong course. 

Every new setback and disappointment causes more determination to 
act by sentimental motiv~tions, with an ever-increasing disregard 
for facts that are piiing up against us. 

We are , in my opinion, approaching a Massadah spirit, which is 
engulfing the whole nation . 

It is only a strong leadership of world Jewry that can still have a 
sobering and constructive influence on our country. 

Friendly nations are unable to help us because disagreement with 
our nationally accepted policy brandishes them either as anti 
Semites or as cowards who surrender to petrodollars. 

Israelis disagreeing with the accepted national policy are brandished 
as de~eatists and i~ftists, i.e. Communists and the day may not be 
far when they will be considered traitors. 

American Jewish leadership has so far not committed itself 
politically . Except for giving every possible material and moral 
help to Israel, the attitude appears to be that "after all , nobody 
knows better than the Israelis themselves what is good for them, and 
it is our duty , therefore, to support them when they ask for our help ." 

I would venture the remark that has been - within limits - until 
recently the attitude of t he U.S. Administration, as well. 

It is a humiliating admission to make, but I indeed have grave doubts 
if we in Israel are in a position today to judge and to decide what 
is good for this country. 

Those who are led and those who lead us have fallen victim to rosy 
dreams and dark fears that blur the boundjl.ries between rea lity and 
imagination. 

We/ ... 



We are victims of protracted stress and ha~dship which result in 
confusion, similar to that which caused the loss of moral and logical 
balance of hundreds of millions of people in Europe at periods of 
wars and deprivation . 

I have no doubt that to try and help Israel against its will cannot 
by any means be called an easy task. 

But, taking a long view, the challenge and hope to indeed be able 
to help Israel in its plight should make the risk worth while . 

Your Honour may be able to help this country more than Rabbi 
Jochanan Ben Zakkai did at the time, by saving Yavneµ and its sages. 

It is not too late yet to help this country to avoid the tragic 
circumstances that necessitated Rabbi Jochanan Ben Zakkai 's dramatic 
action. 

Constructive action has its dynamics not less than destructive 
fanaticism. 

I am therefore convinced that, once started, a constructive movement 
to enable Israel to continue living and developing within the 
limits of reality will eventually find wide support amongst my 
countrymen as well. 

One more hope I wish to express and that is that 

may also apply to this letter. .~\'!' _j'°),.)J 

With best wishes for a !>ti~ _f,J')I) c_/', 

our sages saying : -

1' J,"l / /"' j • ff J I ' ,7 J' , ? fJ 'J 

Yours sincerely, 

Aaron Normand 

• 



Mr. Ra.phael Bashan 
Yediot Achronot 
Tel-Aviv, Israel 

Dear Raphael: 

April 6, 1976 

It was wonderful to meet you and I was d Hehted with the report of 
our interview. You wcr3 faithful in recording and reporting my view 
and I want you to know hOW' grateful I am. 

I also enjoyed the interview very nt.1ch. It _s always .r. delight to be 
interviewed hy someon~ not o.ly r,ercc tive but cxce dingly well pre
pared. It was a dc.Lightful experience. 

I relish the opportunity to co100 to know you on a more personal level 
for I feel we are kindred spirits. It is my fond hope that we will 
have an opportunity in the future to ren~1 our friendship and to come 
to knm-1 each other better. 

With repeated thanks and warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Alc:~~~der M. Schindler 
Chair.nan 



Mr. ~.ax Varon 
Foreign Ministry 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear l x: 

April 6, 1976 

Ms.ny thanks for your help 1n arranging the various 
ctings during my recent visit to Israel . I mn 

g at ful ~o~ or cons'<le ti.on ud assista.?}Ce. 

The party at your home was so lovely nd I am be
holden to you nd Rosie for your warm and gracious 
hospitality. 

With every good wish and warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi le:cander M. Schindler 
Chairman 



Mrs. Golda Meir 
Prime Minister's Office 
Jerusalem, ISRAEL 

My Dear Mrs. Meir: 

April 6, 1976 

It ,:-1as so very 0 00d to sec you again and I deeply 
appreciate your taking the time to meet with me. 
It is always a pleasure to be with you and I am 
grateful for your considei;ation. 

With every good wish and warmest personal regards, 
I am 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 
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Al)ril 6, 1976 

The Honorable Yitchak Rabin 
Prime Minister of Israel 
Jerusalem, Israel 

My Dear Mr. Rabin: 

/ 

It was very good seeing you ag4in and l want to thank you 
for taking the time to meet with me. lam delighted that 
we had an opportunity to talk. 

Your many personal kindnesses to me are lll.lch apPreciated 
and I also want to tell you how grateful I am to your 
staff for their consideration. They were all most help
ful and gracious to me. 

With eveey good wish and warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 



Mr. Shimon Peres 
Minister of Defense 
Prime Minister's Office 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear Mr. Peres: 

April 6, 1976 

I am truly sorry that we didn't really have a chance to 
chat with one another. I certainly would have benefitted 
from the opportunity to exchange views with you. 1 dp 
hope the future will provide an opportunity for such~ 
get t03ether. 1 

' 
I have not forgotten the subject of the telephone call 
to me and if I hear anything at all I certainly will get 
on to it at once and be in touch. 

With every good wish and kindest reg•rds, I am 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 



I 

April 6, 1976 

Mr. Yehuda Avner 
Prime Minister's Office 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear Yehuda: 

I 
I 
I 

I hope you will understand and forgive me for not calling 
to say goodbye before I left Israel. Needless to say, I 
8.1ll deeply grateful to you for your many personal courtesies 
and especially for your manifest desire to make certain 
that my meeting with the Prime Minister worked out well. 

You ought to know that I said some very nice things about 
your boss in many places and that includes press conferences, 
television appearances, etc. but those mamaerim invariably 
cut those comnents out. I believe Halaretz included one 
brief paragraph and I hope that he saw it, but in any event 
I think you ought to know that I tried and my comments were 
favorable. 

With repeated thanks and warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 



Mr. Don Patir 
Prime ~U.nister's Office 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear Don: 

April 6, 1976 

I am deeply grateful to you for your many courtesies to me 
during my visit to Israel. You were so helpful and so very 
kind in every way. I hope you will fotgtve Qle for not call
ing you before I left the country, but I need not tell you 
what time limitations we-re mine and I hope you will under
stand. 

I look forward to seeing you on many occasions in the 
future. I responded to you with warmth and friendship 
and it was a joy to be with you. 

With repeated thanks for all your effort, •nd with warmest 
regards, I am 

Sincerely. 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 
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Mr. Leon Fine, Advocate 
Fine~ Dagan 
6 t Ki l.k· y Israel Square 

1 A1iv, Israel 

from you 
,., 

te.nc.c. 

February 21. 1976 

;! I , of course, recall 
! traduced us so years 

1 ct.ion as chair
ucl app eciated, 

o • a i-

of February 16 
ly; duri the 

be ou 
, I am 
Dir ctor 
n, and 

a to e tng hia 
call and loo,~! 

~ir..cer ly, 

chin e 

cc: .r. Yehuda Hellman 



FI N E & DAGAN, ADVOCATES & ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW 

6 Malkay Israel Square, Tel-Aviv 

LEON FINE, 8. A., LL. 8. (New York) 

SHIMON DAGAN, LL. 8. (Jerusalem) 

Telephone 25 75 25, 25 93 55 
Cables: EASTLAW Tel Aviv 

Our File ..... .... ... ................. ... ... ........... . . 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of Reform Congregations 

Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 
U.S.A. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 
/\j✓ 

I would like to take the liberty to introduce Y-ou to Mr. 
a former Member of Knesseth and President of t he Israeli 
Movement. 

wf v 
Shalom Cohen, \},✓ \ 
Black Panther ~---, 

As you may know, the Israeli government - through the Ministerial 
Committee for Social Betterment, the Histadrut and the Jewish Agency -
have agreed to the setting up of a Youth Village for the training 
of leaders and youth workers from the underpiivileged and margi~al 
neighborhoods. This worthy and timely project has received the 
support of Justice Minister Zadok, Police Minister Hillel, Jewish 
Agency Chairman Almogi and many esteemed and distinguished leaders 
of the Jewish CommJnity in Israel. • 

Mr. Cohen will be visiting the U.S.A. commencing March 15 to April 15 
and he is very anxious to make your acquaintance and that of your 
associates in the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations. 

He has asked me to introduce him to you and will be writing to you 
directly hereafter to arrange to meet you following his arrival in 
the U.S.A. 

I would be very grateful if you would do whatever you can to be of 
assistance to Mr. Cohen. 

With thanks, 

LF /bk ( 

cc: Mr. Shalom Cohen 
Kiryat Matalon 
Petah Tikva, Israel. 

Sincerely/yours, 

~~~ 
Leon Fine, Advocate 

r · 
' 1?1 

( I y 
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FINE & DAGAN, ADVOCATES & ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW 

6 Malkay Israel Square, Tel-Aviv 

LEON FINE, B. A., LL. B. (New York) 

SHIMON DAGAN, LL. B. (Jerusalem) 

Telephone 25 75 25, 25 93 55 
Cables: EASTLA W Tel Aviv 

Our File ....... .... ......................... ........... . Date .. .. .f.~.l?.r. 9.~X.Y.. ).f?. , .... 1.9.7. f? ..... .... . 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of Reform Congregations 

Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 
U.S.A. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

I would like to add my congratulations and best wishes to you on your 

election as chairman of the Conference of Presidents of Major American 

Jewish Organizations. 

All of us in Israel are aware of the important challenges ahead and 

of the vi ta l role your organizations fu l f i 11 in matters of concern 

to Israel and the Jewish people. 

If I can ever be of any help in any way, please do not hesitate to 

let me know . 

With best wishes, 

P.S. I hope you remember meeting me on several occasions; we were 

LF/bk 

introduced by my cousin, the late Jay Kaufman while 

shl ichut in America on behalf of Israel Magazine , 

was on 
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CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR 

515 PARK AVENUE 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10012 
Plaza 2-1616 AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS Cable Address: COJOGRA 

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS: 

American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee 

American Jewish Congress 

American Mizrachi Women's 
Organization 

American Zionist Federation 

Ant i-Defamation League 

B'nai B' rith 

B'nai B' rith Women 

Bnai Zion 

Central Conference of 
American Rabbis 

Council of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare Funds (observer) 

Hadassah 

Jewish Labor Committee 

Jew ish Reconstructionist 
Foundation 

Jewi sh War Veterans 
of the U.S.A. 

Labor Zioni st Alliance 

Mizrachi-Hapoel Hamizrachi 

National Committee for 
Labor Israel, Inc. 

National Council of 
Jewish Women 

National Council of 
Young Israel 

National Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods 

National Jewish Community 
Relations Advisory Council 

National Jew ish Welfare Board 

North American Jewish 
Youth Council 

Pioneer Women 

The Rabb inical Assembly 

Rabb ini ca l Council of America 

Un ion of American Hebrew 
Congregations 

Union of Orthodox Jewish 
Congregations of America 

United Synagogue of America 

Women's American ORT 

Women's League for 
Conservative Judaism 

World Zionist Organization 
American Section, Inc. 

Zionist Organization of America 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr . President: 

February 11, 1976 

I write to convey t o you our Conference's grave concern 
with the reports given wide circulation in the public 
press that the administration is giving serious 
consideration, indeed , is about to reach a decision on 
a program of arms aid and sales to Egypt. 

As you know, we have been understanding of and sympa
thetic with the general thrust of American foreign polic y 
which seeks to strengthen the moderate forces in the Arab 
world and which has been so successful in drawing Egypt 
more c l osely into the orbit of U.S. influence. As a 
conseq uence, we have a c ce pted and even s upported the 
granting of extensive e con omic a i d to Egypt. Not only is 
this wise, but it is also morally right. 

But the sale of arms to Egypt is another matter in its 
entirety. 

To begin with, we see~ justifiable need for such aid. 
Egypt, even n ow, and thanks to the lavish rearmament 
pr ogram of the U.S.S.R., enjoys a vast superiority in 
arms and pers onnel over Israel. Does Egypt really need 
more military equipment? Does it stand under the threat 
of imminent attack? In a word, we fear that such sales 
to Egypt will only further impair that tenuous balance of 
power which presently obtains and which is the necessary 
precondition of peace. Military supplies for Egypt must 
be seen in the context of the arms which are supplied t o 
Syria, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and a host of o ther Arab 
countries from a variety of sources. 

Moreover, the experience of the past has taught America 
that once such arms are dispatched, their disposition can 
never really be restrained, all promises to the contrary 
n otwithstanding. No one can be certain where this 
equipment will be sent or h ow it wi l l ultimately be used. 
All e ffective American control might well be lost. 



These, then, are some of the reasons among others 
which give rise to our concerns, and we would much 
appreciate your thoughtful response to them. 

Again, we have no objection in principle to economic 
aid, and I write even from the more personal experience 
of a recent lengthy journey through that land. What 
Egypt needs are tractors and not tanks; what its people 
desperately need and want is bread and not more bullets. 

AMS:arf 

Very sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 
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EMBA S SY OF ISRAEL 

WA S H INGTON . D . C. 
.... '""' .............. .. 

Rabbi Alex ander M. Schindler 
Chair man 
Conference of Presidents 
of Major Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Alex: 

I take great pleasure in extendin~ an 
invitation to you and Mr. Yehuda Hellman t o 
be our guests in Israel from Sund 2y , Marc h 2 3 
to Thursday, April 1, 1976. 

I am enclosing copy of an 2~iner2r y uhi: ~ 
includes meetings with the Prime Minis t e r , t ~a 
Minister for Foreign Affairs an d t he Ch2ir m2n 
of the Jewish Agency. 

I am confident that the visit will sna b~s 
you to obtain at first hand, the th ou ~h t s a nc 
vieus of the Israeli le aders an d people. 

Wishing you a very success f ul trip an d ~i ~n 
warmest personal regards, 

En c .-

Sincer e lyr 

Si r1ch 2. Di :: :. :.z 
Amb2.ss2,do ::-

- ,.. ~ - . 

1976 



March 29 , Monday 

8 :00 am 

9 :00 am 

11:00 am 

1:00 pm 

3:00 pm 

8:30 pm 

Brea kfas t with Mr. Moshe Ri vl in , 
Direc tor General of the Jew i sh Age n=y 

Meeting with the Prime Minister 

' Meeting with Monsignor recovers } 

Lunch with Mr. Y. Na van 
Chairm an of the Securit y & Fo rei;n 
Affairs Co r.i mittse of t : e Knesset 

and other membersof the Co ~~i tt ee 

Meeting with Mr. W. A. Gafni 
Director General of t he Treasu~y . 

At the home of Mr. M. Var on 

March 30, Tuesday 

8:30 am Meeting with Mr. y. .C-.lmogi 

11:00 am Meeting with the Foreign f•1i n is t e ::-

1:30 pm Lunch with Mr. A. Du lchin 

afternoon travel to Tel Aviv 

Overnight HILTON Hotel, Tel Aviv 

Ma rch 3L, Llednesday 

8:30 am 

10:00 am 

2 :30 pm 

5:00 pm 

7:30 pm 

Meeting with General Shlo8J Gazi~ 

Meeting with Mr. A. Een-N2 t hen 

Meeting with Mr. A. Shavit 
Chairman, Israe li Manu facturers Ass:ciation 

and other Manu f actur ers of t ha I . M. ~ . 

Meeting with Editors 



-2-

April 1, Thursday 

Mornin g Visit an Army Cam p 

if there is time, visit a develo pm ent town 

Evening Press Conference 

April 2 2 Friday 

Morning departure from Israel 



Global Telegram 
Full Rate D Letter Telegram D Press D (Full Rate unless otherwise marked). This telegram will be transmitted electronically by cable, radio, or satellite. 
Sender's Name and Address ______________________________ Account Number _____ _ 

All telegrams are accepted subject to the rates, rules, and regulations as set forth in the applicable tariff of RCA Global Communications, Inc. on file with the F.C.C. 

To Via TRB 5211 
RABBI ALEXANDER SCHINDLER lnsert"RCA" 

GREATLY REGRET MISUNDERSTANDING AND NOW LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AT 8 : 30 A.M. 

AT MY OFFICE JERUSALEM 30th MARCH AS PER APPOINTMENT SET UP THROUGH FOREIGN OFFICE. 

REGARDS, 

YOSEF ALMOGI 

Over) 



TO FILE INTERNATIONAL TELEGRAMS VIA RCA ... 

From anywhere in the United States, 

Telephone: 212--363-4141 or the Western Union office 

nearest you, specifying "VIA RCA" 
immediately following the city destination. 

TWX machine: Dial the toll-free number 810-621-7850, or 

the RCA office nearest you: 
New York-710-581-5151 
Washington, D. C.-710-822-1917 
San Francisco-910-372-7390 

Western Union domestic telex: 

Dial the toll-free number 1042. If 1042 is 
busy, dial 1044 and specify "VIA RCA." 
Or dial the RCA office nearest you: 
New York-12-7276 
Washington, D. C.-89-2678 
San i=rancisco-34-0968 

Traffic Offices, Continental U.S.A. 

In NEW YORK CITY, 

Main Office: 60 Broad Street, New York 10004 

To Send International Telegrams: 
Telephone: 363-4141 
Western Union telex: 12-7276 
TWX (60 WPM): 212-571-1970 
TWX (100 WPM): 710-581-5151 
WATS Dataphone: 212-747-0113 
Facsimile: 212-269-0111/1323 
Messenger: 363-4272 

You may also stop in or telephone 
any of these convenient Public Offices: 
111 Broadway ...................... 732-3377 
35 West 31st St. ....... . ............ 695-2472 
25 West 43rd St. .................... 279-0572 
405 Lexington Ave ...... . ........... 986-6580 
30 Rockefeller Plaza ..... . .... . ..... 247-5525 
330 West 58th St. .......... . . . . . . . .. 247-6210 
204 East 58th St. ................... 755-8109 
U.N. Headquarters .................. 355-6940 
J. F. Kennedy Airport ............... 656-5787 

In SAN FRANCISCO, 
Main Office : 135 Market St., San Francisco 94105 
To Send International Telegrams: 

Telephone: 415-421-4200 
Western Union Telex: 34-0968 
TWX (100 WPM): 910-372-7390 
Dataphone: 415-433-3264 
For Messenger Pick-Up: 415-421-4200 

In WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Main Office: 2030 M St., N.W., Wash., D.C. 20036 
To Send International Telegrams: 

Telephone: 703-558-4321 
Western Union Telex: 89-2678 
TWX (60 WPM): 202-965-0833 
TWX (10U WPM): 710-822-1917 
For Messenger Pick-Up: 703-558-4325 

Overseas Traffic Offices 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, SANTO DOMINGO 
Edificio Diez, Calle Conde 35, Tel. 682-2887 

GUAM,AGANA 
Ada Plaza Center, Tel. 7916 

HAITI, PORT-AU-PRINCE 
Maison Leger, Place Geffrard, Tel. 3322 

HAWAII, HONOLULU 
223 South King Street, Tel. 537-2521 

MARIANA ISLANDS, SAIPAN 
Joeten Center Tel. 6456 

PHILIPPINE REPUBLIC, MANILA 
Commercial Center, P.O. Box 750, 
Makati, Rizal, Tel. 89-18-61 

PUERTO RICO, SAN JUAN 
701 Avenida Ponce de Leon, 
Miramar, P.R., Tel. 723-6170 

Liability limited to $500 except for repeated or specially 
valued service which is available upon request. 

non 
Global 
Communications 

910101 
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ALEXANDER SCHINDLER 
515 PARK AVE 
NEW YORK NY 10021 

ANGELES CA 03•1A 0710P EST 

THIS MAILGRAM IS A CONFIRMATION COPY OF THE FOLLOWING MESSAGEt 

INT LT TDRN LOS ANGELES CA 03•18 0710P EST 
!NT LT ALM GI CARE JEWISH AGENCY 
PO BDX Q2 
JERU ALM (I RAEL) 
REQUESTED MEETING WITH you w EKS AGO SORRY THE~E HAS BEEN A 

REAKDOWN N COMMUNICATIONS HAVE URGED FOREIGN MI ISTRY TO CONSULT 
WITH YOUNT O LY IN REGARDS TO OUR MEETING BUT ALSO WITH REFERENCE 
TO EVERY ASPECT OF' OlJR PROGRAM IN ISRAEL, WARMEST REGARDS 

SCHINDLER 

MGMNYBT HSB 
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• • TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM, PHONE WESTERN UNION TOLL FREE ANY TIME, DAY OR NIGHT: 

• ALABA A .................. 800 325 5300 NEW YORK • ARIZONA ....... , .......... 800 648 4100 Areas 315,518,607 & 716 ........ 800 257 2221 
ARKANSAS . . . . . . . . . . ...... 800 325 5100 Areas 212, 516 & 914 .......... 800 257 2211 

• CALIF OR IA ................. 800 648 4100 
COLORAOO ............. 8003255400 

Except Manhattan ............. 962 7111 
Bronx ............... 962 7111 • CO ECTICUL ............... 800 257 2211 Queens ............... 459 8100 

• DHAWARf.. . . . . . . . . . . ... 800 257 2211 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA ......... 800 257 2211 
FLORIDA . . . . . . . . . . . ... 8003255500 

Brooklyn .............. 459 81 DO 
NORTH CAROLINA ............ 800 257 2231 
NORTH DAKOTA .............. 800 325 5400 • 

GEORGIA ................... 800 257 2231 OHIO ...................... 800 325 5300 

• IDAHO .................... 800 648 4100 
ILLINOIS ................... 800 325 5100 

OKLAHOMA .................. 800 325 5100 
OREGON .................... 800 648 4100 • INDIANA . . . . . . . . ....... 800 325 5200 PENNSYLVANIA 

10 NA ...................... 800 325 5100 Areas 215 & 717 .............. 800 257 2211 • KANSAS ............ 800 325 5100 
KE TUC.KV .................. 800 325 5100 

Areas 412 & 814 .............. 800 257 2221 
RHODE ISLAND ............... 800 257 2221 • OUISIANA ................. 800 32:i 5.mo SOUTH CAROLINA ............. 800 257 2231 

• MAI E .................... 800 257 2231 
MARV AND . . . . . . . . . . . 800 257 2211 

SOUTH DAKOTA .............. 800 325 5300 
TENNESSEE .................. 800 325 5100 • MASSA HUSETTS. . . .......... 800 257 2221 TEXAS .................... 800 325 5300 

ICHI AN ................. 800 325 5300 UTAH ...................... 800 648 4100 

• MINN£SOTA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800 325 5300 
ISSISSIPPI .................. 800 325 5200 

VERMONT .................. 800 257 2221 
VIRGINIA .................. 800 257 2221 • MISSOURI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800 342 5700 WASHING TON ............... 800 648 4500 

0 TANA .................. 80 325 5500 WEST VIRGINIA ............... 800 257 2221 • N£BRASKA. . . . . . . ... 800 325 5100 
NEVADA ................... 800 992 5700 

WISCONSIN . . . . . . . . . . . ...... 800 325 5200 
WYOMING ................... 800 648 4500 • 

NEW HAMPSHIRE . . ....... 800 257 2221 

• NEW JfRSEV . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800 632 2211 
NEW MEXICO ................. 800 325 5400 • 
OR DIAL WESTERN UNION'S INFOMASTER SYSTEM DIRECTLY . • • FROM HLEX ................. 6161 FROM TWX ............. 910 420 1212 
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,Ni\!J' -"<iN, 11,11n,n nu:ntm 
THE EXECUTIVE OF THE JEWISH AGENCY 

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 

JERUSALEM November 2, 1978 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, 
President, 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
838 Fifth Avenue, 
New York. N .Y. 10021 
U. S. A. 

Dear Alex: 

n i, n .t-n n ., • , , n ~ 111 i, 

a,i,111,.,, 

Many thanks for your letter of October 
13, and for your good wishes for the New Year, 
which are reciprocated in full measure, as I'm sure 
you know. 

With warmest house-to-house greetings, 

Sincerely, 

p, O, B, 92 - TEL. 39261 • CABLES I JEVAGENCY I D'i>'1~1:1 • 3 9 2 6 1 ,',u • 9 2 -,•n 



December 8, 1978 

The Honor1ble Vltzhak Navon 
President of the State of Israel 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear Mr. Navon: 

For myself personally, as well as the families of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations, I write to express heartfelt condolences to our 
brothers and sisters In Israel, Indeed to Jews in every far-flung corner 
of the world. 

In the passing of Golda Meir the human family bas lost a giant, a woman 
of valor who embodied the indomitable spirit of the Jewish people. 

She gave Inspiration to the Zionist movement and the men and women she 
led in helping found and build the State of Israel. She gave pride to 
her fellow Jews In every corner of the globe for the ~ity with which 
she led her cause and the commitment that made it ours./ She fave heart 
to people everywhere who seek to live In freedom and who are called upon 
to defend freedom 1s cause, as her countrymen defended theirs. 

With great courage she led the people of Israel through a period of 
tragic war. With great vision she led her country through two crucial 
negotiations that we now know was the beginning of the long journ~~• 
not yet completed, toward peace and reconciliation between Arab a66 Jew 
fn the Middle East. There could be no more fitting valedictory for this 
modern day matriarch and prophet of her people. 

We mounr her passing; we are all diminished by it. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Mr. Harry Barnard 
801 Lavergne Avenue 
Wilmette, Ill. 60091 

Dear Mr. Barnard: 

April 27, 1978 

Many thanks for your most gracious and warm 
letter of support. It was thoughtful of you 
to take the time to write. 

My efforts in behalf of Klal Yisroel are a 
service of the heart. It is gratifying to know 
that I rwach other hearts. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler, Rabbi 
Chairman 



P&rsonll 

April 12 , 1978 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Your magnifDcent leadership in American 
~ewry in the preseny crisis concerning Israel 
11s a source of grPat satisfaction t,o me c1nc' I ~Pnd 
this note to tell you so . 

I was bromght up to be an anti - Zionist Jew , 
put in Colorado , eventhough Stephens . Wise , seeming like 

God to me , installed the rabbi there , but I have seen the 
light . The leadership you are giving f or sympa hetic 
understanding of Israel's prime minister , Menachem Begin , 
and of Israel ' s needs , and your courage in pinpointing 
disturbing att~tudes these days in the White House and 

the State Department , is tremendously important . 

No doubt some American Jews are diffident 
in these matters , but I believe the great majority of 
Jews support you . You o ~ course know that both Herzl 

and Brandeis learned that the "ordinary" Jews , as 
distinct from so- called "big names , " are the backbone of 
the Jewish community: it is so today also and you have 

become their strong voice . 

Sincerely , 

Harry Barnard 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, 
Chairman , Conference of Major 
American Jewish Organiza tions , 
515 Park Avenue , 
New York , N. Y. 10022 



•• ..a:.1 .U .. : : :·_.HARRY BARNARD is rcco9nl~cd as an outstanding Journn-list and biogra~hcr of Amcric~n ~olilicnl fi~urcs. Hio firD i - ~
10c\1;ifhpub'ftS10t\G6,~grg81¥i%rrt~ krr~hac1f1fo1'ir-·~{1ci1-1.aJG· Rutherford B. Haya's arid His AmeriC::11 \.;hich \'ms hcclaimccl In the Saturday Review as a landmark biography for Hs use of modern psychologicnl insights, c1nd Independent Man: The _Lite of S~nator James C,ouzens, which the New. York Times included in its list of "100 Best Books of the Year." Mr. Barnard was chief editorial writer of the former Chicago .Times and author of a·nationally syndicated editorial page column 1 "Liberal at Large," which was sponsored by • • the -Chicago Dai/y News and the Des Moines Register Syndicate. He began · his newspaper career' with the Chicago Herald and Examiner, where he served as rewrite man, travel editor, and assistant Sunday editor. He was also on the editorial staffs of the Detroit' Times and the Chicago Sun. His book reviews have appeared in the Saturday Review, •. The Nation, · Panorama of the Chicago Daily News, Book W~ek of the Chicago Sun-Times, and tho Chicago Tribun~. 1 ··He has also cont~ibuted to such encyclopedias and ref er• ence works as Encyclopedia Americana, The Dictionary of ' •• ~merican Biography, and Encyclopedia Juda/ca. :~ : Mr. Barnard has tho distinction .of having his biographies = .of Altgeld and .Hayes included in the collection of rnpre- ! ' sentative American books selected for tho White House 

I. , . 
. • 1 :.:-'Library of President John F. Kennedy. • ,. \} : Mr. Barnard ·ha~ been· o·n the faculties of the Univer~ity.,. : Xof Chicago, Roosevelt University, · and Co!Ltmbia College, . tChfoago. He is a graduate of the University of Chicago. ·:: .. ·.·· He is currently at·wc,rk on a biography of the late W~nd~lt • Willkie, having- just published THJ FORGING OF AN . ~'fZRIO.,llr J~l'T, t1he- :Life and Timeo o! Jul1nn.i'7. M8Jf:.:.. . 0,ec nlpv ...:.X:_~_.: ;,~ C, o,. 

l .• '/ . " 1r--~;r·1o~•;;c:: A~en~.-- --.. l' · Wilmette, Ill, 60091 

~ - ----------



Rabbi Rav A. Soloff 
Beth Sholom Congregation 
700 Indiana Street 
Johnstown, Penna. 15905 

Dear Rav: 

May 2, 1978 

It was thoughtful of you to share with me the item by Cooley 
in the Christian Science Monitor. Many thanks. 

I had no idea of the degree of isolation in Johnstown, al
though I must note the news of Navon's election did not get 
too much coverage in the general press here. It was covered 
extensively in the Anglo-Jewish press. 

With warmest regards from house to house, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

f 



,.. ,. 
j . ,· . . t Beth Sh I o om Congregation 

700 Indiana Street 
' ennsy vama 15905 Johnstown p 1 • 

' R abbi Rav A. Solo££ Ph D ' , ., D.D. 



pril 26 , 197 

)r si o t Ji y C rtex 
'rhe W • te House 
1600 .Pennsyl ania. ve . 

·W hi gton, D. C. 20006 

Der Pre i ct C rt r, 

Wit r -unr~ tot pr scd sale of war pl nes to Saudi Ar bi , ish to remind yoµ •tiethe st teme t by Saudi Crown PriPc s yi nnual Saudi ilitary _ expcnditu-e billio "ims at making the audi army c a.bl to int rvene wh rever national daty would c 11" . Pr· "' ma e . it clea.r th the was referrin to the vnst t · n r acti n . inst Israel. ( rince wi h the )aris Mag ziaa Pori s atch i • Cole o p ~ 12 of The Cristian S ___ o da. , A. ril 2 , 1978:,-

T i 
w r 
pln. 
wit 
urge 

1h y 

R.AS:bl. 

o tim 1ite Stutes t s 11 dvance to ~un· I f th sale o war a.el , E0 y ,. t ad a i Arn.bin c nnot he deo.lt ch count separately on its merits I ould le b ruthorized at thi moment . 

very uch f or your consider tion . 

oincorely , 

bbi R v . Soloff 

• 
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, These hav,t,-·rpc}.udec,t,;.,~;,.wl 
Fah(\d that ·•wa~ ,i~ Jh~'9g,li;:,al forts fail . ,. _ _. ,;i,: ,,,.r1rr,,,.,,,,;;· 

• • There ·a1~{ ~y(~ign~:f f J}~: 
dµcing states,- with a ,conseq .. . , 

ussein .of.Jordan tQ forge· a new Arab _alli,a11cei t~:; ~?~,q, 
~ces of Ar~b oil" against either· Israeli ac~~fl-or ~U~V; . Arab radicals. , .. , , -.. , .-·· . ,' • . ,. ,, ~ .. .) .). f/ 
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eakin_g the deadlock then. -~''? y··.,: ,.. f• 
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ill sel#ng warplanes'.J 0:; Isr~e1,,;..JtW..P.fr· .' .• .~abia, .. s. ~dmutj*ation_ ~ -!!fging: tn8rf) ij,~~a!l ~.~ . .m~.c 
•. rtot'geated (o Jigli(Israel). : ,i):-;,};:.;~F-' _:··::c,:£/4\.t,, 
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Dr. Abraham Gootnick 
105 Milburn Lane 
Roslyn, N.Y. 11577 

Dear Dr. Gootnick: 

May 2, 1978 

Thank you for your letter of April 23. I am grateful for 
your continuen concern and for your sharing your thoughts 
with me. Unforunately, my schedule is such that it is 
simply not possible for me to meet with the many who seek 
to discuss the Middle East situation with me personally. 
Time simply does not permit me to do so. 

You ought to know, however, that some new progrRms have 
been set in motion and I continue to do all that I can 
to serve the cause of Israel, even as my colleagues in the 
Presidents' Conference continue to strive in behalf of 
Israel. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



ABRAHAM G□□TN I CK, M . D., F. A . C. P . 

~~M%~ ~cXiXitwaiiJ:fo 
X¥aX}:i~~1ii£~ 

N~~m@C:X 

Xt~K:XNX 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y.10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

April 23, 1978 

Thank you for the acknowledgment of my letter. But I 
am greatly troubled that at this late hour, when a massive protest 
against the Carter policy may stave off the worst of what's coming, 
the question of using our major weapon is still "under consideration!' 
We have not yet resorted to the open reminder of the political op
tions open to millions of American Jews. What more can we possibly 
be waiting for? What more need the administration do to convince 
our Jewish leaders of its implacable intentions toward Israel? 
Surely our present passivity has done nothing but encourage our 
enemies to ever more open assaults on Israel . What more is there 
to lose? 

l"1hom can we turn to for the mobilization and organization 
of our fi ght for the survival of Israel? In your present position, 
even if some of your colleagues are misguided or fearful, you alone 
could set in motion the mass demonstrations needed to convince 
Washington ( the Cong r ess even more than the White House) that there 
will be an unacceptable political price to pay for pushing Israel 
to the wall . The voice of our people would also serve to show up 
our intellectual defeatists for the insignificant splinter they are . 
I am sure you have read today ' s full-page advertisement in the Times 
over the signatures of Zumwalt, Keegan , Amory, Foley , and others. 
Can we ourselves do less, when it is almost too late? 

Rabbi Schindler, we turn to you in this moment of terrible 
danger for our people . I would very much appreciate the opportunity 
to talk with you, and to share with you my sense of desperate urgency. 

AG:tm 

Sincerely, 

~< Abr am Gootnick, M. D. 
10 Milburn Lane 
rslyn, N. Y. 11577 



Mr. Itshak E. Zeeter 
Askan Zioni 
Ramat Joseph (Bat Yam) 
Henrietta Szold Street 17A 
Israel 

Dear Mr. Zeeter: 

April 24, 1978 

I have your recent letter and 

it is with regret that I must advise I am unable to be 

of assistanee. Our organization simply does not have 

the resources to aid you in your plea. 

regret. 

This I deeply 

I 

J,r 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Mr. Paul Duling 
61 Hillandale Road 
Westport, CT. 06880 

Dear Mr. Duling: 

I 
t 
!; 

January 26, 1978 

I have your letter of January 5 and I thank you for sharing 
your concerns. I an afraid I do not perceive the actions 
of our community as you do. Indeed, our perceptions are so 
far apart it would be difficult to carry on a meaningful dia
logue by mail. 

Sufficed~ say only that our goal is to achieve peace in 
the Mid~ie East. This above all is what we yearn for and 
work for and we will support any and every effort,whatever 
its source, which in our judgment truly works toward that 
goal. We resist only those forces which under the guise of 
seeking peace are merely trying to scuttle it. 

Perhaps one day we will have an opportunity meet and discuss 
this matter personally. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 



I 

President 
Conference of Presidents 

of Major American Jewish Organizations 
New York NY 

Dear Mr. President, 

January 5 1978 

I must express myself on your work. For many years, I have 
worked with Jewish organizations and Jews and admire the 
scholarly way they have approached problems - seeking the 
truth, the facts. 

My friends - not all, but some - have become so emotionally 
involved in the Zion-Israeli situation that they no longer 
look at the problems of the Middle Ea.st with the same detach
ment that I have come to admire them for. 

In private and public meetings, ihey have become an embarassment 
because of their lack of facts, usually quoting biased Jewish 
propaganda sources. At times, I have had to bail them out of 
situations that only would make them look uninformed or even 
foolish. Perhaps I have come to expect too much of Jews. 

Your ads, press releases and actions, along with the Anti
Defamation groups are so obviously one-sided that they defame 
a good number of non-Jews, and distort their true stands. 

Surely the present aim for peace did not originate with the 
Israelis. For JO years they have created endless problems, 
most of their own making, most because of their insensitive 
attitudes and actions against the local people they have 
replaced. 

The Israelis' opposing UN peace keeping efforts over the years 
and creating new instances of problems is well recognized, and 
I have been appali.ed at such actions. 

I appeal to you to turn the corner, change your tactics, take a 
new look at what you have done and are doing, to support President 
Carter and Sedat - to support Prime Minister Begin in efforts 
to back away from past war provoking actions and attitudes. 

I have been really sorry to see what has been happening to 
the Jewish Cause, Jewish reputation, and Jewish influence for 
the past three decades. It has been a steady deterioration, 
and your organization and those with you have brought much of 
this about. Return to Jewish Principles - you can be a beacon 
to the rest of nations. Or, again, have I come to expect too 
much of Jews? 

Paul Duling 
61 Hillandale Rd 
Westport, Ct 06880 

Sincerely, 
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Mr. Robert K. Bucher 
Route 3 
Mechanicsburg, PA. 17055 

Dear MR. Bucher: 

January 23, 1978 

Thank you for your letter of the 18th. Rabbi 
Schindler Is out-of-the-city and your letter 
wfll be brought to his attention on his return. 
I am certain he will be grateful to you for 
sharing your concerns with him. 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 
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Mr. Emanuel Schwartz 
605 Lexington Aver.ue 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Mr. Schwartz: 

December 15, 1977 

I am returning herewith your mailgrams to Ambassador Oinl~nd 
President Sadat. 

That Israel's leaders take such a peace Initiative seriously 
Inclines me to do so .1lso. There comes a time when you must 
must;er the courage to take yes for an answer. This does not 
mean that you can relax all guards, but some risks for peace 
must be taken and I agree with Hr. Begin's policy fully. 

Witb kindest greetings, I am 

SI nee rely, 

/ 
I 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encl. 

• 
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Mr. Emanuel Schwartz 
605 Lexington Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Mr. Schwartz: 

December 27, 1977 

Your letter of December 22 is mis-directed for I do not 
negotiate for Israel. I would suggest that you express 
your concerns and suggestions to Mr. Begin and not to 
me for my role is not one of a negotiator. 

With kindest greetings. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. SChindler 
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~~ 
~ 10th• October,1977 .. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

Many thanks for your reply to my previous letter regarding the 

necessity of having the right of all ~ews wishing to return to Israe] confinned should 

t here be any tampering with the Resolutions 242 and 238 by inserting the phrase that 

the legitimate rights of the Palestinians must be respeoted;as also my very insistent 

feeling that the total mobilisation of the scientific and technical resources of the 

Jewish people is absolutely essential now in order to devise ways and means to break the 

Arab energy monopoly within the next five to ten years,before Arab financial power is 

used to strangle the state of Israel. 

Now that it has become apparent that the United States is interested in breakingg)r:t• 

the log-jam at any price,compromising their previou s undertakings to Israel if necessary 

should they stand in the way of the American policy clearly enunciated in the June 1977 

issue of the Readen Digest-Resolve the Middle F.ast Crisis-Now.The major point of the 

article was the dependence of the States on Arab oil for the foreseeable future as well1 

as the fact that US aid iis essential to keep Israel going.Not much training in logic is 

required to see that he who pays the piper calls the tune. 

It now is becoming crystal clear that American Jewry will have to bear the increasing 

burden of keeping the Silate of Israel going to undercut the influence that the US must 

have should Israel keep on surviving by means of her hand-outs alone.So that what is now 

required as never before is a total and increasing commitment by American Jewry io rally 

to the support of Israel in such a way that she can r etain her flexibility in dealing 

with all the very involved issues that are to be met soon at Geneva or elsewhere.It is 

here that influential leaders like yourself will have to use your influence with your 

congregants and suppartvters to regard the present situation as the greatest crisis the 

Jewish State has yet faced,and one in which only a total commitment to its increasing 
f 

independence from foreign financial support will give it th~ strength to survive the 
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new Arab onslaught on its freedoa,independence,security and financial stability.This as 

onslaught is even disguised/a peace offensive ,giving our enemies and lukewann friends the 

chance to accuse us of sabotaging peace if we do not go along with their proposals that 

must ultimately lead us into bondage or should I say further bondage as it is clear that 

our dependence on US aid i s just the beginning of the vassal even slave state we are 

going to become should we be unable to shake off the growing dependence on foreign aid. 

Even here in South Africa the Prime Minister keeps on saying tha t South Africa owes 

nobody any money and cannot be bought and does not ask the US for any hand-outs-it ~s 

clear that Israel has allowed herself to lose some of that precious independence we 

have all struggled so hard to achieve and the reason is simply that the Jewhsh people 

have had insufficient pride and self-reliance to rally to the support of Israel in a way 

that will make even our enemies realise that we mean business.I wi sh you all the 

success you need should you decide to lead such a movement to recover the lo s t 

independence of Israel.Should there eventually be interference with Jewish contributions 

to Israel f rom the US then I assume there will be a mass-immigration of Jews to Isra el 

from America,for then the writing will truJy be on the wall-we do not have to remain 

prisoners of t he Diaspora for ever. 

Ther e is another,more involved point that I would like to raise. 

When the joint big power statement was made on the legitimate rights of the Palestinians 

it became clear to me that the Arabs regarded this as a victory for them as it gives 

them one more prop to refuse to accept the fact that the Jewish people have an 

inalienable right to the land of Israel by virtue of our i ntimate,prolonged and unwaver

ing attachment to the land of Israel a s ref•lected i n our religious,national and' 

cultural history.To accept t his rather than that Israel is a plaything i nvented by 

UNO to assuage the sense of guilt of Euro pe over the 6 mil lion dead,and thus not of 

• 
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any consequenoe,has never been possible by the Arabs and therefore has inevitably given 

rise to the devel opment of terrorist movements to eliminate the unwelcome intruder 

whom they never have and never will grant equal rights to freedom and independence, 

except on their own terms,which would make Israel their vassal at best or turn it into 

another ghetto at worst.This inability to accept Israel on equal terms,i.e.that she has 

equal rights to freedom and indepe-ndenoe in the land of Israel as the Arabs have in the 

rest of the a rea is the crux of the Middle F..ast problem and not the Pseudo-problem of tl 

the Palestinians,which never existed till,in desperation the Arabs fell back on this 

ploy to enable them to keep on denying the valid historical,religious and cultural ties 

that ~ gave Israel as much right to exist in the area as they themselves had. 

I also note that Carter and his men seem very reluctant to acknowledge this inali enable 

r ight of the Jewish people to their ancient homeland for which so many of our people 

perished and so many sacrifices were made to ~escue it from the semi-desert it had 

become, through neglect-clearly indicating that no people other than the Jewish people 

felt the intimate and unbreakable tie to the land of Israel.I think that the US is 

not willing to accept our inalienable rights a s this will clearly lose them the Arab 

support they have,so that this particular point is far more important than is generally 

realised by us-of course the Arabs realise it very well and it t s the cornerstone of 

t heir policy to deny t his inalienable right of the Jewi sh people to t he land of Israel. 

Should there be any doubt on thi s point , I refer you to Perspectives on a Tr oubled 

Decade:Science,Philo sophy and Religi.on,1939-1949 .A sympo si um published by Harper, New 

York-i t was the Tenth Symposium and edited by Lyman Bryson, Louis Finkelstein and; R.M. 

Maci ver. Chapter Ten on Attempts at Self-Interpretation in Co ntemporary Islam,Sectio~ 

clearly enunciates the total rejection by Arab intellectuals and their religious 

l eaders of any rights that t he Jewish people might have to the land of Israel.Arab 

po licy has been totally consistent on this point both before and since those statements 

• 
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were made.Thu s we can expect demands by the Arabs , such as r etur n of the Pa l estinians 
~~ 

to their homes rathe?j to J!X accept the reali ti es of t he popul a t ion exchange,in order 

t o further tramp]e underfoot our rights to the land of Israel-in addi t ion we can 

expect attempts to limit immigration th Israel,thereby further limiting our freedom and 

independence and other efforts to sabotage our inalienable rights to the land of Israel, 

We can make certain compromises for the sake of peace, but never can we compromise on t hi 

fact of our inalienable right to the land of Israel-to do so would be to deny all our 

hist ory,culture and national rights and would be tantamount to commiting national 

suicide.This is well recognised by the Arabs who are attempting to achieve this state 

by denying us our inalienable rights through the IRMl•x• use of the PLO as the 

aggrieved party who have to be compensated for the violation of their rights at the 

expense of Israel to the point where it totally denies the Jewish people their own 

far deeper,far longer and iar more legitimate rights to the land of Israel than any 

contender,in particular the PLg whose nationalism is a true reflection of the whore 

Ara1- worlds total inability to accept that the Jewish people have certain in

alienable rights to the lant of Israel that must be respected in any seltlement-withol.t 

which recognition there can never be peace.The above issue was clearly high-lighted 

r ecently in the General Assembly when one delegate made this point that Israel owed 

i ts existence to UNO,thus giving UNO the right to tamper with it in any way it~ 

saw f it,possibly even to de-establisft.The Israeli delegate made the correct response 

_ i n that these and other resolutions merely affirmed the inalienable rights of the 

J ewi sh people to the land of Israel,but i* is so rarely that this point is made t hat 

it has largely been ignored.Let President Carter not put his political future on the 

line for the sake of Israel-we do not need his sacrifices to ensure our existence-

but only his recognition of our inalienable rights to the land of Israel,come what 

may.If he chooses not to give this recognition,it is not the end of the road for us, 

only the end of a false friendship that we are bet{er off withouto 
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May the leaders of the J ewish people not throw away our ancient and G-d given right s 

because they beli eve that we cannot survive without being propped up artificially by 

others who only grudgingly,if at all,can grant us the right to exist-a right that we 

have struggled tctstablish for ourselves through the ages of persecution and that we seem 

t omhave i n our grasp if only we can weather the storm that is now raging around us and 

will continue to do so for some time yet,till the rest of the world is convinced we can 
u.s 

stand up for our rights no matter what is thrown against/in the struggle to try and 

mould us in the image that will suit others,but will spell the end of Jewish history 

and its significance for us and the world.In this struggle,I wish you God-speed • 

. 84 Second Road, Kew, 

Johannesburg,South Africa. 

f 



Professor Emile Benoit 
Elka Pnrk, N.Y. 12427 

Dear Professor Benoit: 

November 11, 1977 

Thank you for your note of November 2 and for sharing your 
sentiments with me. I am grateful for the candor and the 
expression of your views. 

Thank you, too, for your gracious contribution. I assure 
you your name will not appear in our list of contributors, 
in accordance with your request you will remain anonymous. 

'ith kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Mr. Yehuda Hellman 

f 
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EMILE BENOIT 
Professor Emile B~~~~; 
Elka Park, N. Y. 12427 

(518) 589-5318 

November 2 

Gentlemen: 
I am a member of the Society 

of Friends . I am deeply convinced 
that terrorist organizations like 
the PLO should be outlawed , and 
should not be rewarded for their 
terroristic activities by being allowed 
to pla a role in diplomatic decisions . 

It is my belieY that an organ
ization should be formed , which is 
interdenominational , and can not 
be discounted as merely representing 
Jewish self- interest , and which seeks 
to abo ish terrorism, and to oppose 
all demands of terroristic organizations . 
I think you would attract a good deal 
of support that way which is not 
necessarily pro-Jewish . I for example 
have always been anti-Zionist , but I am 
rr ·1c more anti- terrorist . 

I regret that as a retired 
person , I can make only a nominal 
contri ution . and I would prefer not to be 
on your l i st ' of c]>.ntri.but_or-_,sy __ ;• _, 

Sincerely yours , 
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From the desk of 

YEHUDA HELLMAN 

515 Park Avenue 
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Samuel E. Seigel, Esq. 
225 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 10007 

Dear Mr. Seigel: 

November ll, 1977 

Many thanks for your gracious contribution to the Presidents' 
Conference. We are grateful for your support. 

The Presidents' Conference works with representatives of the 
many member-organizations and they, in turn, provide pro-
gram ideas and projects for their inditidual constituencies. 
We are delighted to have your offer of assistance and suggest 
that you step up your efforts in behalf of Klal Yisroel in 
your organizational work or synagogue projects. 

With repeated thanks and war est regards, I am 

cc: Mr. Yehuda Hellman 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 
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SAMUEL E. SEIGEL 
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Conference of Presidents 

225 ~ BROADWAY 

NEW YORK 1 N. Y . 1000, 

November '"' 2,1977 

Major American Jewish Orga.niza!;ions 
515 Park Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Att: Rabbi Schindler. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Enclosed herewith please find my check and 
coupon concerning the PLO. 

As a resident and community worker in Nassau 
County for the past 25 years, I would like very much to 
lend my efforts on behalf of Israel and the American 
Jewish Community. 

Please contact me either at my home or office 
since I would like very much to lend whatever time and 
work in this vital problem. 

I shall expect to hear from you at your earl
iest. 

SES:es 
enc. 

Thank you. 

540 Conway Road, 
Elmont, N.Y. 1100 
519/PR 5/5191 



October 6, 1977 

Dr. I. Graeber 
Professor of Social Science 
Yeshiva University 
500 West 185th Street 
New York, New York 10033 

Dear Dr. Graeber: 

Thank you for your words of advice. Let me 
assure you that I am doing and will do every
thing In my power to assure the security and 
survival of the State of Israel. I certainly 
want to make certain that we will not commlt 
the sin of silence a sec.and time in our 
generation. 

I only hope that the Hashem Yisborach Shemo 
will gfve me the strength required &oe the 
task. 

Your good wishes for the New Year are fully 
reciprocated. 

Sincerely, 

I 

I 

I 

; 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 

cc: Yehuda Hellman 



YESHIVA COLLEGE 

YESHIVA UNIVERSITY 

500 West 185th Street / New York , N.Y. 10033 / (212) 568-8400 
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Rabbi Amfel Wohl 
Temple Israel 
1000 Plnebrook Boulevard 
New Rochelle, N.Y. 10804 

Dear Ami el: 

October 10, 1977 

This is to advise that I am sharing your letter of 
October 5 and the pamphlet enclosed therein with 
Yehuda Hellman. As the professional for the Presi
dents' Conference, the distribution of materials to 
our constituency comes under his purvi w. Thus, I 
would ask that you have Mr. Zwelbon discuss the 
matter directly with Yehuda. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Yehuda Hellman 



Statement by Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman, Presidents' 

Conference - October 5, 1977 ..... 

We are deeply gratified that our country and Israel have apparently 

settled their · differences over the conditions for re~uming the 

Geneva Peace Conference. That Conference can only succeed if it is 

based on UN Resolutions 242 and 338 and if it concludes with the 

signing of formal peace treaties that lead to the establishment of 

diplomatic, trade and cultural relations between Israel and the 

Arab States. There can be no peace in the . Middle East if the so-

called Palestine Liberation Organization is granted the status · of party 

to the negotiations and if those negotiations become embroiled in 

dispute over an independent Palest~nian State on the West Bank. 

Any such Palestinian State would destroy the chances for peace in the 

Middle East by providing a base for Soviet penetration and for 

terrorist incursions a~ainst both Israel and Jo-rdan. 

America has a vital stake in the security of Israel and in the peace 

and stability of the Middle East. The reported agreement by the 

President and the Foreign Minister of Israel on how that peace is 

to be negotiated is an encouraging and _ gratifying development which 

we welc~m~ and support. 



Ms. Jane Rosen 
The Manchester Guardfan 
425 E. 58th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Ms. Rosen: 

September 23, 1977 

Many thanks for sending me a copy of your article 
on the Jewish lobby. You handled it very well 
and I want to express my appreciation. 

With every good wish, aQ 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Mr. Arthur Rabin 
146 Webb Avenue 
River Edge, N.J. 07661 

Dear MR. Rabin: 

September 19, 1977 

Many thanks for your letter of September]. I appreciate 
your having taken the time to share with me your thoughts 
and suggestions in regard to the security of Israel. 

With every good wish for the New Year and with kindest 
greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Rabbi Alexander Schindler, Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of Major 

American Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Arthur Rabin 
146 Webb Avenue 
River Edge, New Jersey 

07661 
September 7, 1977 

Although there may be cogent arguments against integrating 
districts heavily populated by Arabs into the Jewish State, 
it is obvious that for its future security Israel will need 
to permanently maintain a substantial, effective physical 
presence there. We can already see, however, the promotion 
of a "solution" envisaging . no more than electronic devices 
and guarantees. 

In this situation merely referring to Munich might be enough 
for people who were adults during that time. But it is just 
a name to most of those who were not even born until years 
later. Therefore I ask that the Presidents conference, perhaps 
in cooperation with the American Professors for Peace in the 
Middle East, the American Jewish Students Network and the 
Hillel Foundations, encourage and sponsor nationwide research 
into the period. Detail by detail the parallels to the current 
developing situation will startle and alarm even you if you 
haven't reviewed them recently. 

I realize that there are factors present today which were not 
present in 1938 and that history never exactly repeats but 
often takes unpredictable turns. However, there is enough 
similarity here to hopefully awaken a public and a congress 
apparently willing to slip into the same pattern behind the 
leadership of a well-intentioned Administration . 

• A researcher will find that, contrary to what most people 
believe, British Prime Minister Chamberlain was neither weak 
nor evil. He was strong and obstinate, dismissing opposition 
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warnings. He adopted a policy that he was sincerely convinced 
would serve Britain's long range interests, settle a dangerous 
dispute and guarantee peace. 

A student who researches the summer of 1938 will learn that 
the British government basically 

- viewed the Sudeten German nationalist leader, Konrad 
Henlein, as a (compared to Hitler) relative moderate 
with whom the Czechs should deal; 

- saw much justice in Henlein's demands for the .. rights 
of the Sudeten Germans": 

- did not realize that Henlein was operating under Hitler's 
personal direction; 

- began to view Czechoslovakia's borders as an unfortunate 
mistake; 

- considered Czechoslovakia's Benes government obstinate, 
"unrealistic," "intransigent," annoying and standing in 
the way of peace; 

- downgraded the validity of Czech insistence on keeping 
its excellent army entrenched on its strong Sudeten 
mountain defense line; 

- had as its main aim the keeping of the Soviet Union out 
of the area; 

- felt that carrying out the commitments to Czechoslovakia 
would no longer serve Allied interests: 

- carried on negotiations with the Germans behind Czecho
slovakia's back: 

- claimed that giving up Sudetenland would actually better 
serve Czechoslovakia's own long range interests and 
existence. 

Along with the many events and details that point up the above, 
the researcher will see that the dislodging of the big Czech 
army from its mountain fortifications not only left that country 
indefensible and demoralized but strengthened the Nazi regime 
both strategically and militarily and gave that regime much more 
confidence and prestige. 

The following year the remnant of Czechoslovakia was swept away. 
Its other two enemies (it was literally surrounded by enemies), 
Poland and Hungary, grabbed chunks before they themselves were 
later overrun. Freed of a major concern on its southern flank 
and convinced of Allied weakness, Germany next struck at Poland. 
World War II began less than a year after Britain and France 
finally accepted the Nazi version of the rights of the Sudeten Germans. 
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I am not writing this to teach you history with which you are 
already familiar. I want to point out that actual study of 
this period would be an effective object lesson for viewing 
current events. 

Therefore I suggest that a drive to emphasize the study of 
1938-39 begin on college, and even high school, campuses as 
we go into the 40th anniversary year of Munich. Each campus 
should try to function as a radial awareness center for the 
surrounding communities and media. 

An appropriate committee activated by the Presidents conference 
should begin as soon as possible to 
- contact receptive history department chairmen, teachers and 

school newspapers to ask that they focus on this period: 
distribute recommended reading lists and extracts: (Reprints 
of pertinent sections of the September and October 1938 issues 
of Time Magazine alone would be instructive: mixed in with the 
coverage of the Czech-German crisis are graphic items about 
the plight of the stateless Jews fleeing the Nazis and finding 
most doors closed to them): 
have Hillel and other student groups set up displays, seminars 
and lectures commemorating the 40th anniversary of the Munich 
disaster; 
seek out Czech-American groups to jointly publicize any 
memorial activities they may be planning: 
search for records of voices and for film strips relating 
to the Munich sell-out and its ultimate result. For example, 
Chamberlain defending his policy in Parliament after the March 
1939 occupation of ·Prague is on a record entitled "Into the 
Storm - 1939" put out by CMS Records, 14 Warren Street, New 
York, N. Y. 1007. 

Possibly recordings exist of talks by Churchill, Roosevelt, 
Eisenhower and/or others commenting upon the events preceding 
and following the Munich Pact. Segments should be assembled 
on tape for distribution. Where only writings are available 
perhaps well known actors or renowned historians and philosophers 
could read them onto tapes. 

Naturally the point, expressed or implied, should be the parallels 
between 

- the deceptive western public relations images of Hitler 
and Henlein and those of Assad, Arafat and others regarding 
their desire for peace: 

- the agitation, sometimes violent, for the "rights" of the 
Sudeten Germans and those of the Palestinian Arabs: 
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- the gross exaggeration in propaganda of the disabilities 
of these two ethnic minorities; 

- the continuation of the instigated agitation even after 
the Czech government granted !!!-Prior Sudeten demands 
and the already pledged renewal of "the anti-Zionist 
struggle" by the PLO when it gains freedom of action in 
a "Palestine entity:" 

- the German armed and subsidized military and terrorist 
arms of the Sudeten German Nazis operating primarily from 
across Czechoslovakia's northern border and the Arab 
armed and subsidized PLA and terrorist groups operating 
across Israel's northern border; 

- the value of the guarantees and commitments given to the 
Czechs both before and after Munich and those already 
given to Israel after every cease-fire since 1948; 

- the proven need of Czechoslovakia for its Sudeten mountain 
defense line and of Israel for the Golan Heights and the 
Judean and Samarian mountains; 

- both countries surrounded by enemies wishing to dismember 
them: 

- the criticism of both countries for being unrealistic, 
intransigent and unmindful of the rights of the Germans/ 
Arabs within their borders: 

- the propaganda ploy of Hitler and Henlein in emphasizing 
a fraudulent Sudeten goal of self-rule to cover their 
true aim of absorption of the territory and its people 
by Greater Germany and the already known desire of Arab 
countries such as Syria and Iraq and of major elements of 
the PLO to incorporate Palestine into a Greater Syria or 
similar united Arab nation: 

- the British and French reassessments of their commitments 
to Czechoslovakia in the light of newer interests and out 
of fear of war with Germany and the present U.S. wavering 
because of its dependence on Saudi Arabia and fear of 
Soviet intervention: 

- the "good intentions" toward Czechoslovakia with the 
promise of "lasting peace" for acceptance of the pact 
and the same in relation to Israel; 

- the theory that the guarantees and massive loans would 
be of greater importance to ultimate security then geography 
for Czechoslovakia and for Israel: 

- the actual plans of Germany and of the Arabs for their 
victims as opposed to their pronouncements to western 
newsmen. 

Students in every locality should be put to work researching the 
morgues of area newspapers and magazines to cull their editorials 
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of 1938 and 1939, particularly the summer of 1938. Did they 
support a version of evenhandedness then? Did they also 
portray Hitler as just another nationalist leader or even as 
a statesman with "valid arguments?" Did they support the 
"avoidance of war" by the "recognition of the rights of the 
Sudeten Germans" and criticize Czech government "intransigence" 
and "hard-liners?" 

Photocopies of such editorials could be made part of displays 
alongside similar current attitudes toward Assad, Sadat, Arafat, 
the PLO, etal. vis-a-vis the Israelis. The horror which began 
in September 1939 as a result of September 1938 should of course 
be the climax of each display and program. 

On the other hand, papers which opposed the sell-out of 
Czechoslovakia then and are supporting Israel's position now 
should be publicly complimented on their clearsighted 
consistency. 

Incidentally, it is a bit jarring to find that right after 
the Munich Pact the "intransigent" Czech President Benes and 
his prime minister, Hodza, resigned and turned the reins of 
government over to a one-eyed general, Jan Syrovy, who was the 
hero of the Czech Legion of twenty years before. General 
Syrovy had been mobilizing the Czech army and people for 
resistance but by then he realized that it would be futile and 
instead undertook the implementation of the terms of the Pact 
and the rebuilding of the now truncated country. 

Again, I fully realize that history does not repeat itself in 
every detail and that elements can and do enter into a situation 
to change its course. And I certainly do not want to see the 
1938/39 course of history repeat. That is why we must set about 
now to do the changing. 

After the Yorn Kippur War it was estimated that the Arab states 
would need about five years to rearm and retrain for the next 
round of war. It may be only coincidental that both disengagement 
agreements are scheduled to end at about that time. In any case, 
the buildup of political, economic and psychological pressure is 
clearly developing. By next summer it will be extremely intense. 
Let us not wait until then to counter it. 

You and your staff can probably think of more facets and applications 
of the above recommendations. They may also be drawbacks and 
difficulties which I overlooked. But I hope that you will consider 
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them at your next planning session. 

I apologize for the length of this letter and appreciate your 
taking the time to read it. 

Thank you for your attention. 

cc Prof. Seymour M. Lipset 



Arthur Rabin 

J 

From ENCYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA (15th Edition - 1977), Volume 2, Page 1196: 

"(Czech) Prime Minister Hodza devoted all his talents to a 
search for a compromise that would satisfy the Sudeten Germans 
and held long conferences with (Sudeten German leader) Henlein's 
lieutenants ... Henlein played his hand so skillfully that the 
influential circles, especially in London, believed that he was 
a free agent and not Hitler's stooge. The advocates of 'appeasement,' 
then rapidly gaining ground in Great Britain and in France, failed 
to realize that the Sudeten German negotiators had no intention of 
compromise and acted on instructions from Berlin. The main task 
of Henlein's party was to give Hitler a better chance to dislocate 
the republic without recourse to war ... 

"Although presented as a measure to make Czechoslovakia more 
homogeneous and viable the (Munich) pact and its ruthless 
implementation sealed the fate of the country.• 

• • • • 
From THE GATHERING fil'.Q.!Y1 by Winston S. Churchill (Houghton Mifflin 

company, Boston, 1948), Book I, Chapter 17, Pages 299-303: 

• ... the Czech leaders could not believe ... that at the very moment 
when for the f i rst time they had the internal situation in the 
Sudeten areas in hand, the British Prime Minister (Chamberlain) 
should himself pay a direct visit to Hitler. This they felt 
would weaken their position with Germany ... 

"Both the Prime Minister and Lord Runciman (the British envoy 
previously sent to mediate between the Czechs and Germans) were 
convinced that only the cession of the Sudeten areas to Germany 
would dissuade Hitler from ordering the invasion of Czechoslovakia. 
Mr. Chamberlain had been strongly impressed at his meeting with 
Hitler 'that the latter was in a fighting mood.' ... Some ministers 
found consolation in such phrases as 'the rights of self-determination,' 
'the claims of a national minority to just treatment'; and even the 
mood appeared of 'championing the small man against the Czech bully.' 

"The French ministers brought with them a set of draft proposals 
which ... favoured an outright cession of the Sudetenland to Germany. 
They added, however, that the British Government with France, and 
with Russia, whom they had not consulted, should guarantee the 
new frontiers of the mutilated CZechoslovakia ... 

"I have always believed that (Czech President) Benes was wrong 
to yield. He should have defended his fortress line (in the 
Sudeten Mountains).• 

(From Winston Churchill's statement to the press on Sept. 21, 1938): 

"The partition of Czechoslovakia under pressure from England and 
France amounts to the complete surrender of the Western Democracies 
to the Nazi threat of force. Such a collapse will bring peace or 
security neither to England nor to France. On the contrary, it 
will place these two nations in an ever-weaker and more dangerous 
situation ... It is not Czechoslovakia alone which is menaced, but 
also the freedom and democracy of all nations. The belief that 
security can be obtained by throwing a small state to the wolves 
is a fatal delusion ... " 

• • • • 



Mr. Shepherd Lippa 
323 Narrow Lane 
Orange, Conn. 06477 

Dear Mr. Lippa: 

September 14, 1977 

Your letter of August 25th has just reached me and I hasten to reply. 
While I appreciate your letter and its sarcasm, it should properly 
have been directed to the person who was res;>onsible for the admoni
tion. As it happens I \vas ;1ot at the particular session of the CCAR 
Conference for I was i. Washington giving direct and public ex-
pr.:!ss I on to my v I e\'-lf. 

I counse 1 you to f Ind out \vho is gu 11 ty before your condemn. This 
counsel, too, is 'tJOrthy of the "gre2t teachers of our time. 11 

Sincerely, 

/\lexander M. Schi'ldler 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of 

Major American Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

323 Narrow Lane 
Orange, Conn. 06477 
August 25, 1977 

We now have a new expression of wisdom and morality to add to the Pirkei 
Avot: "Don't voice such thoughts, even to yourself, even if they are 
right". It has a fine ring to it, worthy of being included with the 
wisdom of the elders. 

Since this statement is not ascribed to anyone by name, and since it 
accurately describes your attitude and actions, why don't you adopt it 
as your own. Just think, your name can be recorded alongside those of 
Hillel and the other great teachers of our past. 

SH/kl 
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GROSSINGER, N.Y. Shmuel Katz was on his ~1th •• 
visit to America but his first to that state of mind, 
rather than nature, known as "the Mountains." As 
the car from the Israeli Consulate passed the biU
boards on Route 17 his eye.fell on pne that wasn't 
pressing an invita~ion to gluttony. "Keep Israel' 
Strong," it urged. Enemy territo~. ; ," the Mountains" 
weren't. . ½' '.I, • · 

Katz was on a mission, as he ha<! been on his first 
American visit back in 1948, the m~nth before Israel 
came into existence as an independent state. llten he 
was trying to buy arms for the Irgun, the force of 
Jewish irregulars in Palestine who were.commonly 
described in those days as terrorists . That very 
month, April 1948, they were being condemned-not 
only by the Arabs, British and Red Cross but I?~ -~ 
David Ben-Gurion and the chief rabbi-for the dea -
struction of a village called Deir:Yassin, where 25(t -
Arabs, women and children included, were killed in 
an Irgun assault. Katz, an ·expatriated South Afri
can, was a member of the Irgun high command. 

Half a lifetime later, he was again an emissary 
from· Menahem Begin, the dominant figure- in the 
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el 's Chief Rabbi Schlomo Goren at a Salute to Israel parade in New York. 

M- - \ . . . Inmn. and now unex ctedly, Israel's Prime 1ms- : . __ .. ,., .. ~ . t -,.. -~ --· -
ter. Katz 's mission was to ease American misgivings ·it permissable to atscuss their doubts openly? Or But the question remained-who would decide -in particular, American Jew/sh -. misgivings- were those who did so putting t ' mselves. in league when it became necessary, Israel or the American which had been aroused by journdJistic excavations with the P.L.O.? -,- • Jews? The next morning, in the rear acreage of ,from Begin's underground .past,(.\.&.;.91..aJl!ia~•liLll•~;..11aa:a,_.,.._.__,.;,. _____ ~~-x---,u, .Carter Grossinger's vast dining room, a group of rabbis lis-pr.c,spect of a diplomatic clash between the new Ad- pressing for a bargain that would end Israeli occupa- tened intently-as a -Visiting srcho!~ght.s4 • • ministration in Washington and the newer aammis- tion of the West Bank of the Jordan River-where the that had been unspoken, th~t Shmuel Katz would •• 'tration in Jerusalem. S.ince the Six-Day War in 1967, population is 99. 7 percent Ara~nd Menahem consider unspeakable. His ertiotional conflict was ob-the word "terrorist" has again been part of the usage Begin proclaiming the West Bank to be "liberated" vious , but his points were bluntly made : that Ameri-and gruesome experience of the Middle East but, Israeli territory, the questions are being asked by can Jews had a responsibility to assessf<rrthem-until the Israeli election, the term was applied exclu- American Jews with an urgency they haven't had for selves MenahemBegin's past an.d p;;sent views as sively to Yassir Arafat and the Palestine Liberation 20 years. The desire to shield:and preserve Israel well as the Ca!:l~ pro~sals and that "after 29 Y.ears Organization. Sticking it on an Israeli Prime Minis- from outside pressure is as strong as ever, but it con- of yes-manship," they were. failing to do so. He him-ter seemed to imply a rough moral equation that flicts with the fear that intransigence could prove as self, the scholar said, believed the Carter approach Katz-.-a man of scholarly mien and diction who, like inept and indefensible a policy for Israelis as it has to be reasonable-:aiicf that American Jewsnad to find Begin, never personally used a gun-had now to .re- been, all these years, for Aram; that the time to ac- a w ay to ~ y ~ t2_ the Isq~elis. However, he wasn't fute. _ ir knowledge the existence of ·qie claim of Palestine prepared to say it publicly, not yet. A ·or rabbi There was a time when the epithet "terrorist" did- Arabs is -at hand, or overdue. One troubled rabbi t~ e to rebuke him gently, for ~oicing such n't bother the Irgun veteran. Then it had romantic · quoted scripture: "You knowthe heart of a stranger, thoughts even in private, even if he was ri ht. -associations to East European movements of the for you were strangers in the land of Egypt." Shmuel Katz's assessment had evidently been ac-19th century,_~atz's wife wrote a memoir entitled That wasn't Shmuel Katz_i,text, however. Facing curate: that the misgivings of American Jews would "The Lady Was a Terrorist." ("We thought that was the rabbis, he expressed -a]gentlemanly revulsion not soon amount to much, that those who could not rather piquant," he said.) But the epithet no longer over characterizations in ~the American press of support Israeli positions would mostly keep their flatters, not with the P .L.O. and the indiscriminate Begin as a former terronst-"lurid attacks" he doubtstothemselves,countingonMenahemBeginto hostage taking and killing of civilians that has made called them. The claims of:Palestine Arabs were "a resolve them. The appearance, if not the reality, terrorism an evermore sickening phenomenon. hoax," he said; the Carter Administration's emerg- would still be a near-solid support. Shmuel Katz was ready to defend the Irgun with pas- ing proposals, "recipes tofwar." It was a hard-line sion and pride. When I asked whethe~it wasn't a fact speech, but itdidn'truleou _,territorial concessions- Thus some Jews who six months ago would have· ,., . that it retaliated against Arab civilians at a time of didn't really sounds different from what the rabbis shuddered at the th0ught of Menahem Begin as ls-random violence against .Jews i{I the 30's, he replied were used to hearing frorrljlsraeli spokesmen---so rael's Prime MiniSter/will welcome him to America tartly: "Not enough." But he .wasn't here to justify most of them were able to leave with the thought that next week in the hope that he'll break the impasse the past. He was here'. t6·present Menahem Begin as maybe nothing much had -changed.- The possibility wi th the Arabs the way de Gaulle did in Algeria. Like a man of humane principle and reason, to demand that they might be shifting to a harder line them- Nixon in his opening to China, they are saying, he en- '- 1 f h• h • th I 1· selves 1·n order to f1·nd some,accommodat1·on with the joys a freedom of action his. more moderate ••• or 1m t e same unswerving support at srae 1 predecessors lacked; 1 tried that .line.on his emis-leaders have been accustomed . to receive from new Israeli reality was not, for the moment, ac-American Jews. The most effective way , therefore, knowledged. .• sary. "I know," Shmuel Katz replied sarcastically, "de Gaulle made peace· in Algeria, Nixon went to to deal with the idea that Begin had been a terrorist Katz was pleased, even.amused, by the failure of Was to denounce th•ose who purveyed 1·t . bb' f d . h . chall h ' . . d ' China, so Begin is the man to commit suicide-he'll ra is o ov1s views to enge is pos1t1ons i- .. give the country aw~'y. Never! .. At Grossinger's, a roadside cruise ship, Katz faced rectly. "I was told I wouldthave a rough time with ~ an audience of Reform rabbis who were eager as a them," he said. "But, youj;ee, they're just weak.':.- "Never" is also when the Arabs will accept Israel. group to be rallied and reassured but who· were torn By this time, he was at_:-a kosher hostelry in Falls- The flimsy hope is that these "nevers" can begin to and troubled as individuals. In private, the rabbis burgh, preparing to addresS a gathering of Orthodox cancel out, but that'hope begs numberless questions: agonized over fundamental questions in the relations rabbis among whom no doves were likely to appear_ among them, whether Menahem Begin, in a life-of American Jews to Israel. Could they influence Is- And, indeed, he was met with applause when he de-· time's devotion to- militant principle, has allowed .,,.;. ,, raeli policy if they thought it unrealistic or danger- clared: "We are confident that the Jewish com- himself any vision<of peace. Those supporters of Is-ous? Or, since the dangers had to be borne by Israe- munity in America will stand out courageously and rael ":ho ask thaf question are more worried thari tis, should they even try? If they tried and failed, was challenge its Gove~ent_ • it becomes necessary.~• . they admit, for th y have no answer. ■ _,,,/ 
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Mrs. Liba Weingarten 
Schmuel Hanavi Street 
Block 107/56 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear Mrs. Weingarten: 

September 8, 1977 

Thank you for your kind comments about my activities In 
behalf of Israel. It was thoughtful of you to write. 

While I do not fully shars Prime Minister Begin's con
victJons and therefore your concurr~nce with them, I do 
believe him to be a patriot, fully devoted to serving 
not Just the State ~ut the people everywhere and moved 
only by the desire to secure the safety of the Jewish 
people. 

In answer to your specific question, I would agree that 
a German translation of his book would be deslreable. 
The writings of any head of a state ought ~o be examined, 
although to be sure this oarticular book records his 
thoughts and deeds in the early struggle for the establish
ment of the State cf Israel.and fts consolldatlon. One 
would imagine that such a work, therefore, would find Its 
readership in Germany. 

With warm good wishes for the New Year, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



TEMPLE ISRAEL 
LONGWOOD AVENUE and PLYMOUTH STREET • BOSTON, MASS. 02215 

Telephone 566 - 3960 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
UAHC 
838 Fif.'th Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

August 
24th 
1977 

Rabbi 

ROLAND B. GITTELSOHN, D.D., Sc.D. 

Auistant Rabbi 

PAUL J. CITRIN, M.A.H.L. 

Cantor 

MURRAY E. SIMON, B. Sac. Mus. 

Executive Director 

BERNARD I. PINCUS, F.T.A. 

Religious School Principal 

~ 
LI LLIAN A. BEAUVAIS, B.J.Ed., B.Sc.Ed. 

My apologies for having opened the enclosed by mistake. I 
didn't realize until af.'ter starting to read it that it was 
actually addressed to you. 

I don't know Mrs . Weingarten personally but through the years 
have received a nt111ber of very long, Orthodox-oriented 
letters f'.rom her. Do what you wish with the enclosed. 

Needless to say, along with this come my affectionate best 
wishes to Rhea, the kids and yourself for a wonderful new -~ 
year, one in which I hope you will be able to achieve some 
personal relaxation and pleasure along with the incomparable 
contribution you are making almost daily to the security<£ 
Israel and the welai)T.re of Jews everywhere. 

I hope to see you soon and of.'ten! 

Rabbi Roland B. Gittelsolm 

/b 
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Buc:hclub 
Grammoclub 
Verlag 

Haupts1tz 
Hermetsch loostrasse n 
Zurlch-Altstetten 

Postadresse 
Ex Llbris Verlag AG 
8023 Zurich-Postfach 

Schwelz. Bankgesellsc:haft Zurich 
Zurcher Kantonalbank Zurich 
Mlgros Bank Zurich 

Telefon 051 - 62 51 00 
Fernschrelber 52 501 
Postcheck 80 - 29 684 

Mrs Liba Weingarten 
Foreign Correspondent 
Schmuel Hanavi St. Block 107/56 

Jerusalem 

Israel 

~l. Juni 1977 
Dr.La/ja 

MENACHEM BEGIN, The Revolt Story 

Sehr geehrte Frau Weingarten, 

Wir zweifeln nicht, dass das Buch jetzt bereits einen 

Verleger gefunden hat , deres im gesamtdeutschen Sprach

gebiet vertreiben kann. 

Wenn das nicht so ist, bitte ich um Nachricht. Wir wiirden 

uns dann an den Droemer-Verlag wenden. 

Mit freundlichen Grilssen 

EX LIBRIS VERLAG 
;,1 

) 
Dr. F. Lamprecht 

• 



ZENTRALRAT DER JUDEN IN DEUTSCHLAND 

Frau Rechtsanwaltin 
Liba Weingarten 

Korperschaft des offentlichen Recht, 

Schrr.uel Hanavi St. Block 107/56 
Jerusalem/Israel 

Sehr geehrte Frau Weingarten, 

SEKRETARIAT 

4 Diisseldorf-Nord 
Fischerstrafie 49 

Telefon 44 86 97 / 44 3108 

Fernschreiher 8-584 7Z'/ 

3.8.1977 
Gi/ho 

aus dem Urlaub zurlick, fand ich Ihr Schreiben vom 19.7.1977. 
Der von Ihnen erwahnte Droemer-Verlag gehort zu den Bekann
testen hierzulande. Insofern waren die Voraussetzungen flir 
einen Vertrieb im deutschsprachigen Raum gewahrleistet. 

Ich gehe davon aus, daB Ihre Bernilhungen konkrete Ergebnisse 
zeigen werden und verbleibe 

mit freundlichen GrilBen 

/{0 [UU1 '-r 
Alexander GinsbuJ g 

Generalsekretar 
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Mr. Adolf Loebel 
67-71 Yellowstone Blvd. 
Apt. 2-L 
Forest Hills, N.Y. 11375 

Dear Mr. Loebel: 

August 29, 1977 

Please forgive me for not responding to you sooner but I was away 
most of the sun1I11er. 

Thank you for sending me a copy of that historic page bearing the 
news of the San Remo Conference, which is indeed of great signifi
cance. I do not know how much these past decisions carry weight 
today for an entirely new set of geopolitical factors has come to 
the fore but we will save this material and make use of it when 
and if we can. 

Thank you very, very much . 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Dr. Gerhard Schmidt 
Hotel Greystone 
Room 1511 
Broadway & 91st Street 
New York, N.Y. 10024 

Dear Dr. Schmidt: 

August 24, 1977 

Thank you for your letter of August 21 telling me 
of the articles you have written on the Middle East. 

While I appreciate your inviting me to forward these 
items to President Carter, I would suggest that you 
direct them to his office personally. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



.,,. .. DR. GERHARD SCHMIDT 

PROFESSOR 

HOTEL GREYST ONE 

ROOM 1511 

BROADWAY AT 91 ST STREET 

~EW YOR K, N . Y. 1002 4 

SC 4 - 1800 

Rabbi Alexander ~chindler 
838 5th Avenue 
New York, 
N. Y.10021. 

Dear Rabbi dchindler: 
AUG 211977 

( 1 ) 

( 2) 

(3) 

I have written the following articles; 
w/ 

From Canaan to Israel.Contemporary Revie/.vol.229 ff 1331 LJecember 
1976 p.324/5. 
"Tut nichts,der Jude wird verbrannt. 11 Aufbau.vol.XLIII ff 25,p . 
18. 6/24/1977 
Lessing's pr~lecy.Jewish •eek. vol.187 ff 6.7/16/77,p.20 . 

In (1) I tried to show on the basis of the ~ible that tiegin's sta
tement Judaea and ~amaria are old Jewish territory is correct. 

In (2) and (3) {which are identical)I tried to show that the Jews 
are always condemned,whatever they do,using the authority of Lessing. 

I want to submit photostats of these papers to the ~resident of 
U. ~ . As you are handling the present case of Israel against the Arabs 
with the U. b . Government,I would like to ask you whether I should send 
the photostats to you for fowarding,so that the matter stays in the 
same hands,or whether you prefer that I send the papers directly to 
the President . 

Very interesting is a letter sent to the New York times and pub
lished on 8/20/77 , p . 20 , which states that if Israel has to return terri
tory to the Arabs , then the U. b . have to return conquered territory like 
California , Arizona ,Utah , l: ew Mexico ,1\iaine to ~lexico and to the Indians . 

Thank you . clincerely yours, 

.~${\Rt ~·di, 



August 24, 1977 

Stephen J. Solarz, M.C. 
Congress of the United States 
1530 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Stephen: 

It was thoughtful of you to share with me your report 
on the Middle East. I am grateful to you. 

I look forward to some quiet moments when I may have 
an opportunity to study your report and tive it the 
attention such a paper merits. 

With every good wish and warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



STEPHEN J. SOLARZ 
13TH DISTRICT. NEW YORI{ 

COMMITTEES: 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

POST OFFICE AND 
CIVIL SERVICE 

WASHINGTON OFFICE, 

MICHAEL LEWAN 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

1530 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20515 
(ZOZ) ZZ5-Z361 

<ttongress of tbe Wniteb ~tates 
1!,ou.se of 3L\epre~entatibt~ 

Rla~ington, :m.~. 20515 

August 15, 1977 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Conference of Presidents 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 
KENNETH LOWENSTEIN 
DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE 

1628 KINGS HIGHWAY 

BROOKLYN, NEW YOH 11229 
(212) 965-5100 

117 BRIGHTON BEACH AVENUE 

BROOIILYN. NEW YOR< 11235 
(212) 965-5105 

Well, at long last, here it is: my 
"magnum opus" on the Middle East. 

Needless to say, I'd very much appreciate 
any thoughts you might have on it. 

Cordially, 

SOLARZ 

Enclosure 

SJS:cid 
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FOREWORD 

HousE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

COMMITTEE O N INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, 

Washington, D.O., August 15, 1977~ 
This report has been submitted to the Committee on Internatio~al 

Relations by Hon. Stephen J . Solarz, a member of the Committee on 
International Relations, who conducted a factfinding mission to 
Ismel between June 30 and July 7, 1977. 

The findings in this report are those of Representative Solars and 
do not necessarily reflect the views of the membership of the Commit
tee on International Relations. 

CLEMENT J. ZABLOCKI, 

Chairman. 
(III) 
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 

HousE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, 

Washington, D.C., August 15, 1977. 
Hon. CLEMENTJ.ZABLOCKI, 
Chairman, Committee on International Relations, U.S. House of Repre

sentatices, Washington, D.C. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Enclosed is a report on the factfinding 

mission to Israel which I undertook on behalf of the Committee on 
International Relations from June 30 to July 7, 1977. 

The principal objective of this visit was to examine firsthand the 
policies of the government which recently took office in Israel and to 
assess the prospects for peace in the Middle East. During my stay 
in Israel, I met with a wide variety of Israeli political leaders, academic 
experts, journalists, and diplomats in order to discuss in detail the 
various components of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

I have returned from my trip more convinced than ever of the 
justness of our historic commitment to the survival and security 
of Israel as our one reliable democratic alJy in the Middle East. 
I believe that our policy has been both morally justified and strate
gically sound. If the Arab States ever come to the conclusion that the 
United States has turned its back on Israel, the prospects for the 
establishment of a real and lasting peace will be significantly 
diminished. 

I am hopeful that this report will be useful to our coHeagues on the 
Committee on International Relations, and in the Congress, as we 
consider the latest diplomatic efforts underway to find some solution 
to the longstanding conflict in the Middle East. What I have tried 
to do in this report is to describe the positions of the Israelis and the 
Arabs on each and every issue in dispute, together with my own 
analysis of the prospects for an agreement on the difficult points in 
dispute. I hope that this report will also lead to a greater under
standing of the difficulties that confront us in our effort to secure a 
settlement of the conflict between Israel and its Arab neighbors. 
And, in the process, to engender a greater measure of patience on the 
pa.rt of those who would prefer a quick fix to what may well be an 
intractable problem. 

Sincerely, 

(V) 

STEPHEN J. Sou.Rz, 
Member of Congress. 
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THE PROSPECTS FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST: 
A FIRSTHAND REPORT 

I NTRODUCTION 

There are few areas of the world where peace is more needed or war 
more likely than the turbulent Middle East. 

For almost 30 years now, ever since the establishment of Israel in 
1948, the countries of the region have been embroiled in a continuing 
conflict which has not only taken the lives of more than 55,000 Arabs 
nnd Israelis alike, but has also wreaked havoc with the economies of 
the nations involved. 

A growing recognition on the part of the people and politicians of 
the region that their mutual objectives can better be achieved by 
diplomacy than by war, has lent new momentum to the movement for 
a resumption of the Geneva Conference. And while it is by no means 
clear that the procedural obstacles on the path to Geneva can be 
surmounted-with the Arabs arguing that the PLO should be invited 
and the Israelis insisting that they be kept out-it is absolutely clear 
that the parties to the conflict would like to go there. 

In an effort to make a firsthand assessment of the prospects for 
peace in the Middle East, I recer:.tly went on a factfinding mission to 
Israel for the Committee on International R elations. On previous 
trips to the region, I had explored Arab as well as Israeli attitudes 
toward the conflict in great depth. But now that a new government 
had taken office in Israel, I thought it would be particularly useful to 
discuss in detail the various components of the conflict with them. 

It was a most productive mission. In 5 days, I met with a wide 
variety of Israeli leaders, including Prime Minister Menachem Begin, 
Defense Minister Ezer Weizman, Foreign Minister Moshe Dayan, 
Interior Minister Josef Burg, Education Minister Zvulen H ammer, 
Agriculture Minister Ariel Sharon, Opposition Leader Shimon Peres, 
former Prime Minister Yitzak R abin, as well as Yigal Yadin, Shmuel 
T amir, and Amnon Rubinstein of the Democratic Movement for 
Change, Zalman Shoval and Moshe Arens of the Likud, Y ehuda Ben 
Meir of the National Religious Party, Lova Eliav of the Peace and 
Freedom Party, and Rabbi Menachem Porush of the Agudat Yisra'el. 
In addition, I met with a number of leading intellectuals, journalists, 
and diplomats, including Y ehoshafat Harkabi, the Intelligence 
Adviser to the Prime Minister, Moshe Ma'oz, the director of the 
Truman Institute at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, Louis 
Guttmann, the director of the Institute for Applied Social R esearch, 
Hanna Zemmer, the editor of Davar, William Farrell, the Jerusalem 
correspondent of the New York Times, and our own Ambassador to 
Israel, Sam Lewis, who in a very brief time has already established 
himself as one of the most effective plenipotentiaries we have ever 
sent there. 

(1) 
94- 225-77-2 
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Lest anyone doubt the extent to which Israel is completely com
mitted to the principles of liberty and freedom ?n which our own 
country was founded 200 years ago, the recent elect10ns-as a result of 
which the ruling Labor Party was removed ! ro!Il office after . 29 
uninterrupted years in power-provided a convn~c~ng de1:11onstra~10n 
of the depth of democracy in Israel. From a political pomt of view, 
there are few more sio-nificant events than a peaceful and orderly 
transfer of power. And the shift of responsibility f ?r the fate and !u_t1;1re 
of Israel from Labor to the Likud-without a smgle shot or divisive 
demonstration-reflects the extent to which our I sraeli friends share 
with us a deeply rooted commitment to the democr_atic way of life. 

But beyond our moral obligations to Israel 3:s a sister democ~·acy, 
in a world in which the number of democracies seems to dwmdle 
daily, there are significant geopolitical circumsta:nces which have 
historically justified our strong support for the J ewish st ate. 

A STRATEGIC J USTIFI CATION 

First and foremost is our stake in the survival and security of Israel 
itself. Israel does, after all, have the most powerful military !Ilarhrr:e 
in the Middle East. As a faithful and reliable ally, whose fnendship 
has been demonstrated over and over again, it would presumably be 
available to assist us in a variety of contingencies, 1:ang~ng ~rom the 
Mediterranean Sea to the Persian Gulf. Indeed, I thmk 1t fair to say 
that Israel constitutes not only the most significant bulwark against 
the advance of communism in the region but is also the most important 
conventional deterrent to a direct Soviet incursion into the area. The 
Persian Gulf contains more thitn half the world's proven petroleum 
reserves. Virtually all of our West ~uropea!l allie~ and J a ran are 
dependent on the gulf states for the oil on which then· ec?nomies_ run. 
And it would have catastrophic consequences fo!· the_ mter1:1at1011al 
balance of power if the Russians, through ex~ernal mv:as10n o~ u1;ternal 
subversion were able to gain control of this strategically sigmficant 
area. Israel, in these terms, is potentially in a position to do as much 
for us as we have been doing for them. 

Israel's role as a friend and ally of the United States was perhaps 
most effectively demonstrated in 1970 ~h_el_l, at the height of the 
Jordanian civil war, Syria sent two tank d1vis10ns across the bor~er to 
provide support to the Palestinian guerrillas_who w~~·e e~gaged m an 
effort to overthrow King Hussein. Only a partial mobi~izat10n ~y Israel, 
at the request of our own country , persuaded the Syrians to withdraw, 
thereby saving the throne of the most moderate ~rab leade~· of_ them 
all. H ad the Palestinians succeeded in overthrowmg Hus em, it not 
only mio-ht have transformed the East Bank into a Sov_iet ~ase, bu~ 
would also have posed a real threat to the current r~gn:~e 111 Saudi 
Arabia which, like Jordan, has been a force for moderat10n 111 the Arab 
world. And in the more recent civil war in the Lebanon, had Israel not 
warned Sy{ia of the consequences of a move. in force into south~rn 
Lebanon the chances are that all, rather than Just part, of that stnfe
torn nation would today be occupied by Syrian troops. 

These are particularly important considerations be?ause there see~s 
to be a tendency on the part of s<?me analysts t<;> slight_ the stra~egic 
sio-nificance of Israel as our one reliable democratic ally 111 the Middle b 
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E ast. To these American Arabists, Israel is at best a burden which 
we have to bear at the price of alienating our natural allies in the A~·ab 
world. Nothing, of course, could be further from the trnth. In spite, 
and to some extent because of, oui· strong support for Israel, our rela
tions with the Arab world have improved considerably since 1973. 

And even if we were to abP.ndon our obligations to Israel, as England 
once turned its back on Czechoslovakia, and Israel were somehow 
exorcised out of existence, the chances are that the Middle East 
would be ns unstable tomorrow as it is today. The fa ct is that the 
dispute between Israel and the Arabs is only one- and by no means the 
most enduring-source of conflict in the region. The persi tence of 
unpopular feudal regimes alongside strong modernizin~ forces; 3:n 
ancient religion in conflict with powerful secular tendencies; dynastic 
rivalries such as the one between the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
and the Royal F amily in Saudi Arabia; the mon?polization of _wealth 
and power by small elites threatened by the n smg expectatwns of 
impoverished millions; longstanding communal and ethnic animosities 
such as those between the Kurd s and Iraqis, the Bedouins and P ales
tinians, and the Maronites and Moslems-much more than the exist
ence of Israel , are the trne source of instability in the Middle East. 

Imposed upon all these present and potential conflicts is the most 
dangerous of them all: the concentration of fabulous wealth in four 
militarily insignificant Persian Gulf States. While nations remote 
from the region may be reluctant to resort to force in order to seize the 
vast treasure which the sheikdoms posse ·s, neighboring states may not 
necessarily be troubled by such scruples. In these terms, it is t.he very 
presence of Ismel, whose existence crystallizes Arab animosity, which 
tends to prevent what otherwise might be an ineluctable descent into 
disintegration. 

But perhaps most importantly, were we to repudiate the commit
ments of every Congress, and every President, since the establishment 
of Israel in 1948, it would completely undermine the credibility of 
our commitments elsewhere throughout the world. Our allies in 
Western Europe and Northeast Asia could discount the significance 
of our failure to live up to our presumptive obligations to South 
Vietnam. But they could not, and would not, lightly dismiss a repudia
tion of our commitments to a country like Israel, which both shares 
our values, and has so much support among the American people. 

PROSPEC'l1S FOR PEACE 

At the same time that we have a significant stake in the survival 
and security of Israel, we also have a consider:able interest in the 
n,voidance of another war. And I know few ser10us students of the 
region who do not believe that in the absence of any real movement 
toward peace another war is virtually inevitable. Should the peace
making process collapse, and the Arabs decide to launch another 
attack, we would probably have to implement anothe~ airlift to 
Israel. This, in turn, would probably provoke another 011 embargo 
by the Arabs and create the possibility of another great power con
frontation with the Russians. In short, another war in the Middle 
E ast could result in a catastrophe not only for the countries of the 
region but for ourselves and the rest of the world as well. 
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All of these considerations militate mightily in favor of a comprehensive settlement which would enable the countries of the region to begin the process of diverting their resources from cont~ued preparations for war into meaningful development fo_r peace._ Such a settlement would, of course, also advance_ our own interest _m. the region by presumably providing for the security of I srael, the drmmution of the chances of war the removal of the threat of another embargo and the reduction of the possibility of a serious conflic~ wi~h the Russians. Indeed, since the political influence of the Soviets m t~e Arab world is largely a function of their ~ee~ for Ru~sian arm~, it would also result in a serious setback for Soviet influence in the region. No one, of course, would quarrel with the_ need-indeed, t~e necessity-for a just and lasting peace in the Mid~le East. ~at is open for discussion and debate i~ the extent to wh!ch a resolution of the conflict is possible and, more rmportant~y, how it can be achieved. While it may be true that the chances for a settlement are better today than they've been at any time in the last 30 years-largely as a result of a continued yearning on the part of Israel for peac_e, and an emerf'"ino· recognition on the part of the Arabs that I srael is here to stay_::_th
0

e fact is tha,t they are still not very good .. The mt~t~al mistrust which exists in the region has genera~ed a gulf of s~sp1cion so broad that even the President of the Umted States, with the best of intentions, may not be able to bridge !t· A~~ th~ sa~ but significant truth is that the most moderate I sraeli position is still far apart from the most moderate Arab position on the terms of a settlement. 

ARAB AT'l'ITUDES 

One cannot of course talk about an Arab position toward the conflict with any ~easure of confidence. Between the rejectionists and the responsibles there is no collliI1;on ground . What would presumably be acceptable to Jordan, what m1gh~ be acceptable to E gypt, what could conceivably be acceptable to Syria, would clearly never be accepti:i,ble to either Libya or Iraq. And for all the talk about U_.N. Resolutions 242 and 338 which one hears these days from the ?ap1_tals o~ the _confrontation states the Palestine Liberation Orgamzatwn still reJects them. Indeed, th~ leadership of the PLO-which ev:e~· since the Rabat Conference in 1973 has been designated as the legitimate spokesman for the Palestinian people-continues to conten~ that a final settlement will require the elimination of Israel and its replacement by a so-called secular democratic state. 
But even if we assume that the Iraqis and the Libyan~ can be isolated and the P alestinians delivered, should the front hne Arab States r~ach a comprehensive agreement with Israel, ~here is relati".'ely little reason to believe that it is about to happen. Without exception, the confrontation states contend that the minimum basis for an agreement is an Israeli withdrawal to the 1967 borders in Sinai and the Golan the establishment of a Palestinian state on the West Bank and Gaza 'and the return of East Jerusalem to Arab sovereignty and jurisdiction. In exchanae for these tangible territorial concessions, t~e Arab leaders have so 

O 
far publicly indicated a ~illingness to ofier nothino- more than an end to the state of belligerency, and ~ave explicitly rejected th~ kind ~f "real p~~ce," involving trade, touns1:1, open borders, and diplomatic recogmtion called for by the Israelis. 
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Israel, on the other hand, has taken the position that while it is prepared to make substantial territorial concessions in the context of a final settlement, it is not willing to withdraw to the borders which prevailed prior to the 1967 war, even in the unlikely event the Arabs offered them a "real peace" in exchange. 
Since any settlement bet-ween Israel and the Arabs designed to bring the conflict to an end will necessarily be subject to the vagaries and vicissitudes of politics in the Arab world-which means it could easily · be repudiated before the ink on the document ratifying the agreement was dry-the Israelis feel very strongly that whatever borders are finally agreed upon must leave them in a position to defend themselves should the agreement break down. It may, therefore , be useful to take a closer look at the political problems anrl security situation that prevails on each of the fronts currently in dispute. 

THE NORTHERN FRONT 

Anyone familiar with the terrain on the Golan-and the difficulty which Israel would confront in scaling the Heights should it become necessary to recapture them-must realize that were Israel to withdraw completely from the Golan, as demanded by the Syrians, it would be in a far less effective position to defend itself than it is at present should another war break out in the future. The I sraelis also feel that they need the kind of str:1tegic depth vis-a-vis the Syrians which a military presence on the Golan makes possible. Indeed, from the Israeli point of view, had the 1973 war broken out from the 1967 borders, the early fighting would have taken place on Israeli rather than o:i Syrian soil, within shelling distance of Haifa rather than Damascus. Since I srael has a large part of its population within easy tank and artillery range of the Heights, it is not likely to readily relinquish the natural advantages it now possesses by virtue of its present position on the Golan. 
Of course, one has to assume that were Israel to withdraw from the Golan, it would insist on the demilitarization of the area from which it had withdrawn. Since Israel's main concern with the Golan is to prevent the Syrian Army from occupying the Heights, rather than watching the Israeli flag fly there instead, a number of people have suggested that demilitarization would go a long way toward satisfying the territorial demands of the Syrians, while assua,ging the security concerns of the Israelis. The problem is that the Golan is such a small piece of property-there are only 29 kilometers between the present Syrian position and the edge of the Heights-it could be remilitarized, should Syria decide to break the agreement, within a matter of hours. Consequently, from Israel's point of view, the only way to make sure they are not confronted with a Syi-ian Army on top of the Golan, prepared a,nd ready to strike at the heartl and of I srael itself, is for t,hem to maintain at least some kind of military presence there themselves. One is forced to conclude, therefore, that between the Syrian demand for a total withdrawal from every square inch of the Golan, and the determination of the Israelis, even in the context of a final settlement, to maintain at least a small military presence on the Heights for strategic purposes, there is not much room for the kind of compromise which might make an agreement between them possible. 
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THE SOUTHERN FRONT 

In the Sinai where the vast distances involved implicitly provide 
the kind of st1:ategic depth which Israel fee_ls it needs on the Golan, 
there is much more room for accommodation. But even here there 
are sharply conflicting views about what would ?onstitut~ a ter
ritorially acceptable agreement. From_ Egypt's pomt o~ view, the 
Sinai is Egyptian territory and, as President Sadat _h~s said o!l many 
occasions if the Israelis want peace they must be willmg to withdraw 
from all ~fit. From Israel's point of view, there would_be n? probl~m, 
assumino- Eo-ypt were willing to offer a real peace, m _ w1thdrawmg 
from al~ost°a.!l of the Sinai. Now that Egypt has been given back the 
oil wells n,t Abu Rodeis as well as the Suez Canal it has, after all, 
possession of the only economically signi~cant assets in this ~iblical 
wilderness. But the two blockades established by Egypt agamst the 
I sraeli port of Eilat, in b<;>th 1967_ an~ 19~3, ha~e convinced the 
Israelis that in order to avoid such situat10ns m the future, they must 
remain at Sharm al-Sheikh in the southern Sinai. This in turn would 
require an access route along ~he eastern coast of S~nai _n~nning from 
Sha.rm in the south to Eilat m the north. By mamtammg a naval 
pr~sence in Sharm, the Israelis would be in a positio~ to ~o_tentially 
prevent another Egyptian blockade at Bab al-Mandeb. Failmg that, 
they would hopefully still be able to deter an Ei;;yptian. e~ort to close 
their southern port to foreign shipping by being 111 a posi~10n to mount 
a counterblockade of the Gulf of Suez, thereby closmg the Suez 
Canal for as long as the Arabs closed Eilat. . 

Just as the underlying differences between I srael and _Syria make a 
final disposition of the Golan unlikely at the pre~ent time, th~ con
flicting positions of Israel and Egypt make_ an ult~mate reso~ut10n of 
the Sinai difficult to envision as well. All things be111g equal, it should 
probably be easier to resolve the ~iff~rences over the Sinai than the 
clisao-reement over the Golan. This is partly because Egypt has a 
o-reater economic incentive to reach a settlement than Syria, and 
partly beca use returning the Sinai would pose less of_ 8: security 
threat to Israel than giving back the Golan. But the unwil_lmgness of 
President Sadat to opt out of the larger Arab stru_ggle ag_amst Isr11:el, 
by making a separate peace, means t~at the fore1g~1 policy of Call'o 
is effectively circumscribed by what 1s acceptabl~ 111 pamascus. In 
effect the insistence of the Arabs on a settlement mvolvmg all of the 
issue; makes it much more difficult to solve problems which, if they 
could 
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be disposed of separately, would be far easier to resolve. 

THE EASTERN FRONT 

Even assumino- that the territorial differences over the Sinai and 
Golan could som~how be resolved-it is not, after all, unheard of for 
countries to agree to a settlement at the conclusion of a negotiation 
which they explicitly rejected prior to the time it began-there would 
still be a need to work out an agreement on the West Bank and Ga.za, 
the complexity of which makes the problem of the Sinai and Golan 
look simple by comparison. . . 

The Arabs have taken the position that the return of these tern tones 
is an essential precondition for pe~ce. Unlike the Sinai and Gol~n, 
however, where the Arabs have insisted on the return of all occupied 
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land, there appears to be a willingness on the part of most Arab 
leaders to consider minor modifications in the truce lines that pre
vailed on the West Bank and Gaza from 1949 to 1967. Essentially, 
this is because these territories never constituted part of the historic 
homeland of an officially constituted Arab sovereignty as did Sinai 
and Golan. But whereas the Arabs have insisted on the return of 
Sinai to Eo-ypt, and the Golan to Syria, they have not demanded a 
return of the West Bank to Jordan. Indeed, while there is some divi
sion in Arab ranks over whether the West Bank (and presumably 
Gaza) should be loosely linked to Jordan in the context of a final 
settlement, they all see it as the appropriate area for the establish
ment of a Palestinian state. And ever since the Rabat Conference in 
1973, at which the Arabs unanimously removed the right to negotiate 
for the future of the West Bank from King Hussein of Jordan and 
gave it to Y assir Arafat of the PLO, it has been the Palestinians 
rather than the Jordanians who have held the presumptive political 
title to this particular piece of property. 

From Israel's point of view, however, the establishment of an 
independent Palestinian state on the West Bank and Gaza would 
be completely unacceptable. Such a state, in their judgment, would 
inevitably come under the control of the Palestine Liberation Or&'ani
zation whose National Covenant, which is to them what the Declara
tion of Independence and the Constitution are to us, clearly and 
unequivocally calls for the elimination of I srael and its replacement 
by a so-called secular democratic state. It is extremely doubtful 
that the Palestinians would be willing to repudiate the Covenant 
even if Israel were willing to permit the establishment of such a state. 
But even if they were prepared to acknowledge formally the right of 
Israel to exist as an independent Jewish state, and to abandon their 
"dream" of a "secular democratic state," the Israeli Government 
is convinced that the inherent political dynamics of the Palestinian 
movement would inevitably and ineluctably bring the irredentist 
forces within the PLO to the fore. lt would not, after all, be easy for 
Arafat to defend himself against the accusation that, by accepting 
an emasculated ministate on the West Bank and Gaza, he had be
trayed the very cause on behalf of which he had fought. No <;>ne, 
rejectionists like Habash and Hawatmah would argue, has the nght 
to barter away the patrimony of the Palestinian people. Haifa, they 
would contend, is as much theirs as Hebron. And there is little doubt 
that they would not rest until Arab sovereignty had been estab
lished over both. In plain language, they would probably seek to use 
the West Bank and Gaza, not as a vehicle for the expression of their 
legitimate national interests, but as a base for an expanded and 
continuing war of terror against Israel. 

THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM 

The establishment of an independeO:t Palestinian state on the 
West Bank and Gaza would, therefore, pose an unacceptable political 
and military risk to Israel, in the judgment of almost all the Israeli 
leaders I have ever met. From the West Bank, literally every air
field in Israel would be within easy range of handheld antiaircraft 
missiles. All of Israel's major population centers would be within 
the reach of Arab artillery. And Fedayeen guerrillas, emanating from ' 
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bases on the \Vest Bank and Gaza, would be in a position to launch 
murdero~s missions against t~e people of Israel. This is not a purely 
hypothetical horror. The fact 1s that between 1949 and 1967 a,pproxi
mately 1,300 Israelis lost their lives in terrorists attacks which origi
nated from the West Bank and Gaza. Since then hundreds of other 
Israelis have been bruta.Uy murdered by Palestinian terrorists. And 
for perfectly understandable reasons, the I sraelis have no intention 
of permitting such a situation to develop again. 

It isn't, ?f course, just the fear of the Fedayeen that has persuaded 
Israel that 1t cannot afford to permit the establishment of a Palestinian 
state on the West Bank and Gaza. They are also concerned about the 
extent to which their previous eastern border is inherently indefensible 
from a military point of view. Given the shifting contours of the 1967 
border, there were points along the West Bank where Israel was 
only 9 miles wide, and at N atanya in the north and Oalqiliya in the 
south, it wou~d take mechanized Arab armies only 20 minutes literally 
to cut Isr0,el m half, should another full-scale war break out from the 
dividing line which prevailed prior to the 6-day war . 

Some have suggested that were I srael to return the West Bank and 
Gaza it would have rela,tively little to fear, since the area from which 
it withdrew would undoubtedly be demilitarized. Even assumino
this to be the case, and it is hard to envision an Israeli withdrawtJ 
without demilitarization, the Israelis are by no means convinced that 
such an arrangement would safeguard their interests. The more 
experienced among them believe that, while it may be possible to 
demilitarize unpopulated areas, it is impossible to demilitarize popu
lated ones. Guns, artillery, antiaircraft missiles, bombs, and even 
tanks, could all be smuggled in by terrorists determined to use them. 
The Israelis have little confidence that the Jordanians would have the 
ability, or even the willingness, to prevent the transfer of arms from 
the E ast to the West Bank of the Jordan River. And once I srael is 
deprived of the right to station its own forces in the area, in order to 
prevent and punish any acts of terrorism that might develop, it would 
lose effective control over the situation. 

It might be argued that Israel , like any country, would ultimately 
do_ whatever it needed to do_ for its own defense. And if the only way to 
bnng a resurgence of terronsm to an end was to send the Israeli army 
on search and destroy missions across the new border , an ao-reement 
to the contrary notwithstanding, it would undoubtedly do ~o. What 
this assessment fails to take into account, however, is the extent to 
which such raids by I srael would only inflame the very passions the 
peace agr~ement was supposed to extinguish, thereby creating real 
pressures m the Arab world to bring what would be considered in
tolerable intrusions to an end. 

But perhaps more importantly, with only 40 kilometers separating 
the 1967 border from the Jordan River , the West Bank could easily 
be remilitarized within 24 hours. The reorganization of the Jordanian 
Army since the 1973 wa.r into four, rather than two, mechanized 
divisions, has given the kingdom a military capacity to translate 
such a possibility into a reality. And the developing relationship 
between Jordan and Syria, under which the former is moving into the 
embrace of the latter, increases the political potential for such a 
development. For Israel, which has a very small standing army, and 
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which needs 48 to 72 hours to mobilize its reserves, the demilitarization 
of the West Bank does not, therefore, represent a permanent solution 
to the problem of a surprise attack on the Eastern front . 

AMERICAN GUARANTEES 

S?me h0:ve sug~ested that the United States, and possibly even the 
Soviet Umon, might be persuaded to guarantee the inviolabilitv of 
whatever new borders emerged from a settlemen t . But Israel which 
doesi~'t even enjoy the benefits of diplomatic relations with the 
Russians, understandably puts little stock in Soviet guarantees. And 
who can blame them? w_ ould we, or an y of our West European allies, 
want to make our secunty dependent on assurances from the Soviet 
Union? The question, of course, answers itself. 

This leaves the United States as the only possible gua.rantor of 
sue~ a_n arrangement. But ho~ reli::i,ble wou_ld an_ American guarantee 
realistically be? From Israel s pomt of view, m the post-Vietnam 
era, not very much. It isn't just that in their eyes we failed to meet 
o~r commitments to Vie~nam. Historical1y, they believe, we've even 
failed to meet ~ur commitments to them. B3:ck in 1956, for example, 
w_hel_l I srael withdrew under heavy Amen can pressure from the 
Sm3:i a?d _the Gaza Strip, _foll?wing i_ts lightning conquest of these 
ternto!·ies m the Suez war, 1t did so with the understanding that the 
Egyptmn Army would not return to Gaza. Twenty-four hours after 
I srael pulled out of (i:aza, however , the E gyptian Army moved in. 
And when Golda Mell', who was then Foreign Minister of Israel 
forcefully protested the remilitarization of Gaza to John Foste; 
Dulles, w!:10 was _then in his ~eyday as Secretary of State, that re
nowned mternat10n al moralist told her there was nothing we 
could do about it. 

But even worse than the refusal of the Eisenhower administration 
to do. anything about the E gyptian move into Gaza in 1956 was 
the failure of _the ~ohnson administration_ to do anything aboL{t the 
blockade of Eilat m 1967. When I srael withdrew from Sinai in 1956 
it did so, to a significant extent, because of an American promise to 
guara~tee free~om of passage through the Strait of Tiran. But when 
Egyptia.~ ~\e 1den_t Nasser ordered the U.N. peacekeeping force 
out of Sma.i m Apnl of 1967, and announced that the Strait of Tiran 
wou~d henceforth ?e closed to Israe!i ship:ping, Pr~sident Johnson, 
outside_ ?f a putative effort to organize an mternat10nal consortium 
of mantrme po,vers to. run the blockade, did nothing. 

. The fact that Presiden t Johnson, preoccupied with events in 
V_iet~am, fe~t himself politically incapable of coming to their aid, 
cl1~n t pro~1de much solace to the Israelis. And however history 
ul~rmately mterpr~ts ~his unfortunate incident, it has understandably 
remforced the feelmg m Israel that American guarantees can at best 
be ~ supplement to, r 3:ther than a substitute for, security arra~gement~ 
whic~ enable them , if the agreement breaks down, to defend their 
own mterests. 

THE FUTURE OF THE w E ST BANK 

Some have suggested that the security problems which would be 
created by an independent Palestinian state on the West Bank and 
Gaza, even a demilitarized one, could be solved if it were somehow 



10 

linked to Jordan. President Sadat and Kina- Hussein have both 
spoken publicly about such a linkage and, to the extent a constitu
t10na.l connect10n between a Piilestinian entity and Jordan would 
~eJ?-d to leo-i timize th~ _demi~tarization of the West Bank and Gaza, 
it 1s probn'.bly the political sme qua non for the establishment of such 
~state.What Sadat an1 Hussein undoubtedly have in mind, however, 
is at best a confec~erat10n_ of rough_ly equal sovereignties, which is a 
far cry from the tig~t-km~ federat10n, conceived of by the previous 
Israeli Government, m which the West Bank would be nothing more 
tha1:1 a _Paies~in_ian province within the framework of a larger Jor
daman Jtmsd1ct10n. 

The_ ]~resent. Israeli Government, however, is convinced that any 
Pales~m19:n ~nt!tY_ on the West Bank and Gaza, once removed from the 
secunty 3un_-d1ct10n of Israel, _would inevitably and ineluctably be 
t~ansfor~ed m~o a_base for contmued hostilities against them. Hu sein 
1:1-imself, m thell' view, would be put in mortal personal and political 
Jeopardy by such ~n arrangement. The leadership of the PLO is, after 
all,_as_m uch corm~ut~ed to the overthrow of the Government of Jordan 
as 1_t is_ to the elimmation of Israel. And with the West Bank once 
agam !mke<l ~o _Jordan, the Palestinians would constitute an over
w~elmmg ma1onty of the population of a reconstituted Hashemite 
Kmg<l~n~1, thereby imperiling the survival of the King. Even if the 
Palestmmns were not abl~ to ~ake over the kingdom, however, there is 
no gt~ar_antee that Hussem might not be pressured or persuaded into 
per~ittmg the West_ Bank to seced_e from the confederation, thereby 
leadm~ ~o the e~tabhs~ment of precisely the same kind of independent 
Palestinian entity a lm_kag~ to Jordan was supposed to avoid. The 
breakup of a confederat10u m the Arab world is, after all, not exactly 
an unheard of phenomenon. 

So far I have J?-Ot even mentioned the very strong belief on the part 
of the_new Israeli Governme~t that Judea and Samaria are part of the 
histonc homela:1d of the Jewish people. For many Americans indeed 
fo_r ~any _Israelis, the fact that these t~rritories were once a pa{·t of the 
B1~li~al kmgdom of the Judean people is not a matter of the most vital 
poht1c~l relevance. But to the new Government of Israel, Judea and 
Sama.rm are as muc~ a _part <?f the patrimony of the Jewish people, as 
the Golan and th~ Smai are, ~ the eyes of the Syrians and Egyptians, 
a part of the patnmony of their people. 

~<? those w~o argue that it is Jordan, not Israel, which has the most 
legitimat~ clarm to the West Bank, the answer is that Jordan seized 
the area m the first ~rab-Isra~li waF in 1948. The partition resolution 
adopt~d by the Umt~d Nat10ns m 1947, which provided for the 
establishment of a J ewish state in Palestine, set aside most of the West 
Bank for a separate Arab state as well. In other words, Jordan occupied 
~he West Bank from 1949 to 1967 as a result of the fortunes of war 
Just as Israel has occupied it from 1967 to the present for the sam~ 
reasons. And if Israel isn't entitled to be there as the Arabs have 
argued, then neither is Jordan. What all this me~ns is that the future 
of the West Bank, or Judea and Samaria as the Israelis call it should 
not ~e det~rmined_ by 9:n_ objective search for its historic title,' but by 
how its ultimate <;iispos1t10n can best contribute to an enduring settle
ment of the conflict between Israel and its Arab neighbors. 

f 
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WHITHER JERUSALEM? 

If a lasting peace is going to be achieved- and it is difficult to be 
excessively sanguine that it will-an agreem·ent on the future statu of 
Jerusalem will somehow have to be reached. Yet of all the issues cur
rently in dispute, Jerusalem is probably the most complex and con
troversial of them all. For more than 100 years, ever since the Turkish 
census of the city in 1844, Jernsalem has had a Jewish majority. And 
for the la. t 2,000 years, ever since the destruction of the second temple 
by Titus in 70 A.D., Jews the world over have prayed for a return to 
the capital of their ancient homeland. Needless to say, now that they 
have it, the Israelis have no intention of giving it up. 

Yet Jerusalem, while it does not appear to be quite as important in 
historic and religious terms to the Moslerns as it is to the Jews is till 
a matter of great significance to the \rahs. And they have an' aro-ued 
that East Jerusalem, which includes not only the Moslem but° the 
J ewish and Christian holy places as well, must be returned to Arab 
sovereignty and jurisdiction. The Israelis, on the other hand while 
willing to give the Arabs functional control over the Al Aksa Mosque 
and t?e Dome of ~~e Rock on ~he T emple Mount, are not prepared to 
permit the repartition of the city. w·hat the Arabs want, however is 
political rat~er than just religious sovereignty over the Old City ~nd 
the predommantly Arab areas of J erusalem. But the Israelis who 
have already fully incorporated East Jerusalem into the lea-al f;·ame
,rnrk of the nation, are determined to make sure that it re~nains the 
undivided capital of the country. -

Both sides have forcefully rejected the internationalization of 
Jerusalem, as a means of solving the problem, on the grounds that it 
would be inimical to their own interests. And given the emotional 
symbolism which both Arabs and Israelis attach to the status of the 
Holy City, and the apparently irreconcilable positions which they 
have advanced, it is difficult to envision the basis for an ao-reement 
between them. Clearly, the Israelis will never agree to o, ret~·n to the 
tatus quo ante. By the same token, the Arabs will never agree to a 

settlement in which the status quo is legitimized. About all one can 
say, therefore, is that if they are able to reach an ao-reement on 
all of the other issues that divide them-the Sinai, the Golan the West 
B ank, the problem of the Pales tinians, and the nature of pe~ce-then 
the good will " ·hich will have been generated in the process may make 
possible some kind of compromise over the future of Jeru alem. 
·whatever that agreement may entail, however, it will necessarily have 
to maintain the principle of Jerusalem as a united city in which the 
capital of I srael is located. 

In the meantime, unlike the situation that prevailed prior to 1967, 
when Jerusalem was under Jordanian control, and Israelis were not 
permitted to visit the Western Wall, the people of all nations and reli
gions are at least able to pray at their holy places. 

U.N. RES OLUTIONS 242 AND 338 

So far the commonly accepted diplomatic framework for a settle
ment of the conflict is embodied in U.N. Resolutions 242 and 338. 
These two resolutions set forth the principle that, in exchange for a 
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withdrawal by Israel from territories occupied in the 1967 war the 
A!·a~s should agrne to recognize the sovereign existence of I~rael 
within the framework of secure and recocrnized borders. 

The Arabs have insisted that Resolution 242 requires a retmn of 
all the territories occupied by Israel in the 1967 war. The Israelis 
pointing to the deliberate omission of the definite article "the'; 
before "territories" in the resolution, have contended that while it, 
does require them to withdraw, it does not obligate them 'to O'O all 
the way back to the insecure and indefensible borders that e;isted 
prior to 1967. 

Israel's readiness to withdraw at all , however is dependent on the 
willingness of the Arabs to give them a real peace'rather than a tempo
rary truce in exchange. And so far, the most Sadat and As ad have 
been_ prep_ared to pu~licly offer in return for a complete and compre
hensive ,v:ithdrawal, 1s a peace agreement in which the state of belliger
ency between Israel and its Arab neighbors would be formally ended. 
With an end to t_he state of belligerency, they have contended, the 
Arab boycott agamst Israel would also be terminated since the leo·al 
basis for it would be eliminated as well. ' 

0 

Sadat, who is much more explicit on these matters than Assad 
has also indicated that, in the context of a final set tlement he would 
be willing to agree to the demilitarization of a large p:u-t of the Sinai 
(so Jong as Israel agreed to a proportionate demilitarization of the 
~ egev), _the presen~e of intema tiona 1 peacekeeping forces in the area 
horn w~l_ch Israel withdrew, and even n mutunl defense treaty between 
the_ Umted States and ~sr3:el, i[ an American mili tary gunnmtce is 
desll"ecl by them. There 1s little doubt that Kina- Hussein wonkl also 
be willing to agree to such l1 settlement, thouo-h it is less clear that 
President Assael would us well. The Syrian 1i acler has to be sure 
indica~ecl a willingness ~o. agree t<? an encl of the state of'belligerency: 
assummg Israel were w1llmg to withdraw to the 1967 borders in Sinai 
and the Golan, and permit the establ"shment of" a Palest ini an state 
on the West Bank and Gaza. But he has so far refrained unlike Sadat 
from publicly expressing a wiJlingnes to accept either cl~militarizatio1~ 
of the territories from which Isr:wl withdraws, or the establishment of 
:_1n inte1pational peacekeeping force to patrol the territories, once 
l sra:e\ withdraws f"~·om then:i. ~ince it is difficult, if not impossible, to 
env1s10n even partrnJ Israeli w1thclrawa1s without the demilitarization 
of the areas it has left behind, the reluctance of President Assael to 
accept in principle the possibility of demilitarization does not auo-ur 
well for a settlement of the conflict. 0 

END OF BELLIGERENCY 

But whatever the differences and disagreements between Sadat 
and Assael over such questions as demilitarization and whether or 
not a Palestinian entity on the West Bank and Gaz~ should be linked 
to Jordan, they have both ritually rejected the Israelis' demand for a 
peace ~;".eaty involving trade, tourism, open borders, and diplomatic 
recogmu10n. Accordmg to them, the accumulated antao-onisms of the 
last 30 years make the kind of real peace which the Isn~elis want both 
unjustified and unrealistic. Let Israel just withdraw from the terri
tories it occupied in 1967, and give the Palestinians their rights, they 

13 

contend, and these things will inevitably develop over time. In any 
case, the Arabs argue, an encl to the state of belligerency should be 
enough to satify the I sraelis. After all, they contend, the mere exist
ence of trade, and tourism, and even diplomatic recognition, hardly 
constitutes a guarantee that peace will prevail. Most wars, they say, 
have broken out between nations that enjoyed commercial relations 
and diplomatic recognition. And the fact that countries don't trade 
and talk with each other, as we didn't for many years with the Peoples 
Republic of China, and still don't with Cuba, hardly means that war 
is inevitable. 

Yet no one can realistically expect the I sraelis to accept the terri
torial demands put forth by the Arabs, thereby leaving themselves 
in a far less defensible position than at present, without an agreement 
by the Arabs to completely normalize their relationship with I srael. 
There is, to be sure, no guarantee that trade, tourism, open borders, 
and diplomatic recognition will result in the establishment of a per
manent peace. But there can be little doubt that it would maximize 
the prospects for peace and minimize the chances of war. More than 
anything else, what the I sraelis have always wanted from the Arabs 
is acceptance-not so much of their right to exist as of their existence 
itself. In this sense, the kind of cultural and commercial relations, • 
together with diplomatic recognition, which the Israelis seek , are 
designed first and foremost as a symbol of their acceptance by the 
Arabs. So long as it is kept in political and economic isolation, Israel 
contends, the underlying Ara.b attitude toward the presence of r1 
Jewish state in the Moslem Middle E ast is unlikely to change. And 
iJ the Arab masses continue to see Israel as a historic anomalv whose 
very existence constitutes an unacceptable insult to the pride and 
honor of the Arab nation, then the long-term prospects for a modus 
vivendi between them will be dim indeed. 

It is important to distinguish here among the different schools of 
thought that have emerged in the Arab world toward Israel over the 
last 30 years. First, there are those who have come to the conclusion 
that, for better or worse, Israel is a reality that is here to stay. For 
them, however unjustified the establishment oJ Israel may have been, 
there is nothing which the Arabs can realistically do about it. And, 
instead oJ continuing a futile and foredoomed effort to eliminate 
Israel, they believe they should try to come to terms with it. Second, 
there are those who, recognizing the futility of war, are prepared to 
make peace-not in order to come to terms with the existence of 
I srael as a Zionist state, but in order to shiJt the conflict from the 
field of battle to the realm oJ ideas. According to this school of thought, 
once the expansionist dynamic of Zionism is broken, and Israel is 
forced to withdraw to the shrunken borders which prevailed prior to 
1967, it will inevitably wither away and diplomatically disappear. 
Finally, there are those who, never having come to terms with the 
reality of I srael, are still determined to destroy it. For them, the 'very 
existence of Israel as a sovereign Jewish polity constitutes an in
tolerable intrusion on Islam: the idea of a settlement with I srael an 
[lnat.hema. What they seek is not an accommodation with Zionism but 
its elimination. And they can be counted on to do everything in their 
power to disrupt any settlement which appears to legitimize the 
existence of Israel as a permanent presence in the Middle East. 
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THE NEED FOR REAL PEACE 

In these terms, the process of peace involves, as much as anything 
else, a struggle to shape public opinion within the Arab world . 1£ an 
a&'reement designed to bring the conflict to an end is going to last, it 
will have to produce a lasting change in the underlying Arab attitudes 
toward Israel. There is little that can be done to win over the "re
jectionists." But there is much that can be done to shore up the de 
~acto accep.tance of Israel by the ."re~ponsibles." And, pe~-h~ps most 
importantly, those Arabs who seem diplomacy a more realistic means 
of achieving their objectives than war, can be persuaded that their 
interests would better be served by a lasting accommodation than by a 
continuation of the confli ct. 

Real peace thus becomes both a manifestation of the Arab willing
ness to live in harmony with Israel as well as a cultural, political, and 
~conomic dynamic designed to reinforce and strengthen those forces 
m the Arab world which are the best and only hope for a lasting peace. 
Were Israel to withdraw from territories which are essential to i ts 
own defense without a real peace, it would only serve to Jea,ve the 
conflict open ended thereby lending legitimacy and encouragement 
to those forces in the Arab world who still reject the existence of 
Israel and are determined to destroy it. As time went on, and it became 
clear that I srael was neither falling a,part nor withering away, they 
would be sorely tempted to try once again to win by war what they 
had been unable to achieve through peace. And if a settlement fails 
to produce a just and lasting peace, most Israelis believe, it would 
be far better for the next war to break out from bound aries thnt are 
defensible than from borders that are not. 

THE RoLE OF THE UNITED S·rA'rEs 

Where does this rather gloomy analysis of the prospects for peace 
in the Middle E ast leave us? And what are its implications for the 
role of our own country in the search for a settlement between Israel 
and its Arab neighbors? 

Whatever the theoretical merits of the President's proposal
according to which I srael would more or less return to the 1967 
borders, and permit the establishment of a Palestinian homeland 
presumably linked to Jordan, in exchange for which the Arabs wonld 
agree to give Israel a real peace including trade, tourism, open borders, 
and diplomatic recognition-I fear that it is simply not rooted in 
reality. The purpose of diplomacy, after all , is not to articulate ideal 
or even idealistic solutions, but to reconcile conflicting points of view 
within the framework of mutually acceptable agreements. For better 
or worse, the Ismelis are no more likely to withdraw all the way to the 
1967 borders than the Arabs are to make a. complete commitment to 
peace. And the Arabs are no more likely to accept a permanent Israeli 
presence in the occupied territories than the Israelis are likely to 
accept an end to the state of belligerency in lieu of a real and lasting 
peace. 

Under these circumstances, given the consequences for our own 
country of a failure to reach an a.greement, there will be a real temp
tation on the part of the President to impose a settlement rather than 
wait for the parties to conclude one on their own. Fortunately, 
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President Carter has so far carefully and deliberately precluded such a 
possibility. I say fortunately because it is extremely unlikely that the 
Israelis would ever acquiesce to such pressure. And any effort to 
force the I sraeli Government to accept a settlement it felt was not 
in its ow-.n interest would only have a unifying effect on Israel and a 
divisive effect on America. But even if we somehow succeeded in 
imposing a settlement, however momenta.rily attractive such a strategy 
might be, it would ultimately contain the seeds of its own undoing. 
In effect, since we have far more leverage on the Israelis than the Arabs 
such a settlement would clearly be one which was forced on Israel 
against its better judgment. Dependent on us as they are for arms and 
assistance, the Israelis might feel they had no alternative but to 
accept an a,greement that they never would have accepted on their 
own. But if Israel were forced to give more territorially, or get less 
politically, as a result of American pressure, it would inevitably lead 
to excessive expectations on the part of the Ara.bs and political 
demoralization on the part of the Israelis-neither of which are sound 
or strong found ations for a just and lastinO' peace. 

What we need to do is use our O'OOd offices to secure a settlement 
that leads to a real peace rather than a temporary truce. It would, 
after all, avail us little if we were to get an agreement which constituted 
a way station between wars rather than a prelude to peace. And in the 
search for a settlement there is probably nothing more counterpro
ductive we could do than attempt to force our own conception of a 
compromise-no matter how equitable it ma,y be-on the partie. to 
the conflict. 

THE NEED FOR DrnEC'l' NEGOTIATIONS 

The history of the dispute between the J ews and the Arabs for a 
piece of Palestine could easily be written in the prose of the proposals 
designed to resolve it. The Peel Commission in 1937, the Anglo
American proposal in 1946, the Partition Resolution in 1947, the 
Rogers plan in 1971, and the Brookings report in 1975, have all at
tempted to reconcile the conflicting interests involved without success. 
Whatever the theoretical virtues of these various plans and proposals 
and some of them were not without merit-they all had one failing in 
common: By attempting to impose a settlement on the parties, in
stead of embodying a solution agreed upon by the parties, they only 
served to exacerbate instead of eliminate the differences between them. 

It may well be that no settlement is possible in the foreseeable 
future. This is, fifter all, a conflict which has been going on for over 
half a century. And it could conceivably continue for another 50 years, 
if not longer, before it is finally resolved. But the lesson of history is 
clear: If a solution is to be found, it will have to come from the parties 
themselves,' on the basis of the kind of mutual reconciliation and recog
nition that can emerge only from direct and detailed negotiations 
between them. 

This is not to say or suggest that we don't ha,ve an important role 
to play in the effort to bring the parties together, and once they have 
been brought to the negotiating table, to facilitate the sort of creative 
compromises that will be necessary for peace. We are, in the final 
analysis, the only country · which enjoys the confidence of all the 
countries involved. And we clearly have a very real stake in a settle
ment. But how we go about this essential effort will determine, in a 
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very sign~ficant way, its chances for success. Given the political 
obstacles m the path of a settlement, and the extent to which public 
opinion makes it difficult for each of the countries involved to make the 
necessary compromises, the more we speak out publicly the less 
flexible they can be privately. Particularly now that we may be 
approaching a resumption of negotiations, the time has come to 
diplomatically and politically cool it. Whatever suggestions we have 
to make should be made behind closed doors rather than in front of 
television cameras. Instead of forcing the leaders on both sides to 
publicly reject those parts of our proposals which are least acceptable 
to them, we should be quietly trying to nar row the differences between 
them. 

w HAT KIND OF AGREEMENT? 

There is little doubt that a comprehensive settlement would 
be in everyone's interest. For reasons I have already described, how
ever, such a settlement is exceedingly unlikely in the foreseeable 
f_uture. Since a collapse of the effort to achieve an agreement is 
likely to lead to another war-with potentially devastating con
sequences for the countries of the region as well as ourselves-we 
have a significant interest in maintaining the momentum for a diplo
matic resolution of the conflict. If, and when, it turns out that a 
comprehensive settlement is not possible, we should use our good 
offices to explore the possibilities for additional interim agreemen ts 
instead. It is not easy to be overly optimistic about the possibility 
for a partial, as distinguished from a comprehensive, agreement 
between them. But if it is not possible to get an agreement on a 
final settlement, it may still be possible to get an agreement on some 
of the territorial and political concessions that will have to be made 
if a final settlement is ever achieved . The advantage of such a.n 
approach is that it would presumably buy time for the forces of 
moderation on both sides to generate support for the kind of com
promises that will be necessary for peace. Another advantage is that 
by reaching a tentative territorial accord it would presumably post
pone the outbreak of another war. But most importantly, if we 
assume that in exchange for whatever territorial withdrawals were 
agreed to by Israel, the Arabs would be obligated to provide some of the 
political components of peace, it would be extremely helpful in induc
ing a greater measure of acceptance of Israel by the Arabs, and in 
generating a greater sense of confidence in the ultimate intentions of 
the Arabs on the part of the Israelis. 

I'm not suggesting that the effort to secure such an agreement will 
be easy. Clearly a comprehensive settlement would be preferable. 
But it would be far better to get a partial agreement between some 
of the parties than to end up with a war involving all of the parties. 

The problem, of course, is that even if Egypt were willing to accept 
another interim agreement in the Sinai, which in view of its economic 
difficulties it might find tempting, it probably would not be prepared to 
do so without a simultaneous agreement on the Golan. The last time 
Sadat moved on his own, in September of 1975, he received so much 
criticism in the Arab world, it is most unlikely he would again agree 
to a separate settlement. And with so little territory left on the Golan, 
between Israel's present position and the edge of the Heights, it is 
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not only difficult to envision what Israel has to give territorially, but 
it is even harder to figure out what Syria would be willing to give 
politically. 

If it should turn out that progress on the Palestinian problem 
becomes an essential condition for movement on the other issues as 
well-and I think it fair to say that the Arabs can no more make a 
lasting peace without the Palestinians than they can effectively 
wage war without the Egyptians-it will undoubtedly be necessary 
to reach some kind of agreement on the future of the West Bank and 
Gaza. Needless to say, this will not be easy to do. Even King Solomon 
himself would have difficulty reconciling the demand of the Arabs 
for the establishment of a Palestinian state and the determination 
of the Israelis to prevent it. It may well be that there is no middle 
ground between them. But if there is, our ability to find it will depend 
on the kind of conceptual breakthrough which will enable Israel, as 
well as the Arabs, to view what is essentially an old problem in a 
new perspective. 

So long as both sides see the future of the West Bank and Gaza as 
a zero-sum game in which what each loses the other gains, there 
will never be a solution. But if a formula for the future of these 
territories can be devised, in which each side gets most, if not all, 
of what it wants, then a settlement of the Palestinian problem may 
be possible. 

PEACE Is NOT A PANACEA 

From Israel's point of view, the days ahead will be difficult ones 
indeed. There are real risks no matter what it does. If the negotiations 
collapse, or never even get off the ground, the chances are that another 
war will sooner or later become inevitable. Yet even if it decides to 
make the territorial concessions demanded by the Arabs, in exchange 
for a real peace, there is no guarantee that the settlement will last. 
Even assuming that the current crop of Arab leaders are perfectly 
sincere in accepting an agreement along these lines, it is entirely 
possible that they could be replaced by a new generation of leaders 
who do not. And no one can preclude the possibility that the Arabs, 
if the expected economic benefits of a settlement fail to materialize, 
will feel politically obligated to go to war once again, if only to divert 
the attention of the masses from the pervasive poverty in which 
they are trapped. Certainly, in the aftermath of a settlement, a 
massive and bitter struggle will erupt in the Arab world. On one 
side would be the "moderates"-Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, 
and Saudi Arabia-who had finally decided to come to terms with 
the existence of Israel. On the other would be the "rejectionists"
Iraq, Libya, and parts of the PLO-who would argue that the con
frontation states had sold out the Arab cause and betrayed the 
Palestinian people. What the outcome of such a debate would be no 
one can predict. 

But it is clearly not beyond the realm of possibility that the forces 
of extremism would triumph, and that those who had committed 
themselves to live in peace with Israel, would be repudiated by their 
own people. 

All of these considerations argue, it seems to me, in favor of an 
effort to reach an agreement that will produce the basis for a just and 
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lasting peace in the Middle East. The chances of securing such 'a 
settlement are, of course, not very good. But we really have no 
alte1:native but to try. For us to wash our hands of the whole business, 
or to wallow in our own1 sense of despair, would be to invite the 
very di aster we should be doing everything in our power to prevent. 

In this sense, I think it is terribly important for us to continually 
reaffirm our historic commitment to the survival and security of 
I srael. If the _·\.rahs ever get. the idea we are in the process of turning 
our backs on Israel, the prospects for peace, which are already dim, 
will significantly diminish. It is, in the final analysis, a growing 
recognition on the part of the Arabs that I srael is here to stay, which 
has inclined the more moderate among them to opt for a diplomatic 
resolution of the conflict. Let them come to the conclusion that they 
can defeat Israel on the field of battle, and the chances of another 
,rnr in the Middle East will increase dramatically. And it is precisely 
for this reason that I think it i so important for us to provide Israel 
with all of the arms and assistance it needs, not only to deter, but if 
neces ary to defeat, another Arab attack in the future. 

·when it comes to foreign affairs, countries rarely have an oppor
tunity to adopt a course of action that is both principled and prag
matic. In the case of Israel, I believe that our policy has been both 
morally justified and strategically sound. I only hope, in the difficult 
days that lie ahead, that we have the strength and wisdom to stay 
the course, using our influence not only to protect the interests of 
Israel, but to secure a settlement in which all the people of this 
troubled area of the world can enjoy the benefits of peace instead of 
suffering from the ravages of war. 
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I·'or y e ... rs , I was t ne c u , ervisor of "th e··~ii.! T::£P'"''n1.:·:i.: : ,e-pt .. ; ,: ::..;a:i.1..ed 
ins t-ruc t i o.r.. .forms to t he Eanagers oi our offi ces. 7.he main purpos e of t h ese i ns tructi ons were to i...'1vestigate and to a s cert a i n t l.e 
f. i anci :: i a!.,· moral r e s ponsibilities of t he a:ppl ic~ t r. L . t h e U . !J . A 

T.hes -'J?G:? '..L;;:; a-rere accept-ed uy t h e ~ tate Ilept at ~-;'asbi nGton I .c a c 
well us , b;v American Consulates locat ed i n li'or e i c;h v our.t r i e s . 

I belie, t:> that t his service assi.sting prospective i m:ri rT~r..t s ' c: i c:. . 
not r::eet wi t b. t he approval of some people who are e~e i es o i ' : i ·.-i l 

i 5,nts a.!1<.i .. F·r eedom, Lovin ..., peop l e , and one of t hese ant ugoni.z er .s 
, wa!: ":::rf!. i _ ::ed.i ::;; t c a ssistant '"' a les Manager, who \: 'c-s trans feree. to-

- .h ew York 'vi t y off ice f :imt pe.rt of 1956. 

-I ,:a.c o ::..:.e o t en ::-·ai e s r enresentatives tLTl.der his ,.:.upervi i o:::. .c:_dl. 
the u r.:l ·c~:;; one , to suffer and to lose .my v;or ~ . It .r::.::; cu r: -~ ~ ·&i\: 
: or -.:.1- ;.,· 1es Ee r sent a t i ves to -phone a..".lC: r epor t t ~.r.:::..::.0 

.-.: ·. ~ c 
ci c t-".\ • t :.. .;~ to t l ~ i :,7edi a t6 a;;;si s t ant Salee i:u~-· '-,··I' , ~o o~. i.: ;..: :::..~, 
dur _:_ ng ~-:urc~ l ~-.56 , whil e r eporting my s ales a c t i vitie ~ t c ,~::•· t,u ;'Je -
r i or , 1 asked i i' t h"'r e wcr:z an v t elep. one calls i"cr :-. 10 . : H.: ::..~.s-:·,'".".:E·cc 
' :i.:; verr:d n c ubout your .: ~ 0 !1e c a lls , I wan t y ou to dro 1) a i l .:..- our 
acti vitie s and .co ... e o _.:....mz,• o f f i c e at 3 .-GC -p .--, ·-od -; . ' I yr v::ii zcc. to 
be at t he office on ti:-.ie • . l:1h e n I arrived a t t he oi' f i ce., I wE:: :1 t to 
see ::nj· an t at,on ..:..z •- \,: o i r....:..ed.i atel.,r told m G , and I quo t; .., : 11 .B i nallv l c . e f a c e t o f ace with the orig inator and t be 1r:.dr✓ .:..cx .. c.l 
rho e s t a bl i sh ed t he l1!i~nigr a.t ion Vi sa Report . e r-v i e f or "the 1.:.. e1-vf ::.. • 



American Civil L:i..berties Union -2- 3rd August, 1976 • 

.... of jews migrating to America. I always wanted to KILL"'That 
man and I mean I want to KILL YOU." 

I was shocked and felt nervous listening to this man's accusations and TiffiEATS. My only comment was that the Visa Reports Service was 
helping Jewish people, as . well as non-Jewish. 

It is my firm belief that my Immediate Sales Manager engineered and 
ploted the dismisal of my employment with Dun & Bradstreet Inc., 
in conjuction with the formeh Executive Vice President of the Sales 
Dept, Mr. the miserable J.J.Smith. 

My antagonizer continued and told me: "Now you can leave y"our .Sales Brief-Case and its contents on top of your desk and go to see Mr. 
J.J. Smith at his office." 

Mr. J.J. Smith without any comments, handed to me a typed letter ,. terminating my employment with Dun .&· Bradstreet Inc. It was a 
letter of forced resignation. After reading the letter, I was 
shaking and crying and asked Mr. J.J.Smith: 'Why am I loosing my Job? . There should be a reason. Why this unfair untimely resignation?' He answered and I quote: "The company has nothing against 
you but has the PROVOGATIVE to dismiss anybody of its employees 
without any reason." I continued 1>leading and .crying, shaking I ask him if my work was satisfactory. and he answered that my work 
was O.K. He handed to me a typed letter stating that my forced 
resignation will take effect immediately and Dun & Bradstreet Co., will pay to me six month wages for severing your employinent relations before r .etirement time. • 

For further details pleaE>e see copy of my ·1etter addressed to 
Haward -Kr.aetz, Assistant Vice Preside.n.t of the Employees Group 
Benefit Division, Dun & Bradstreet Inc., 299 Park Avenue, New York Ci~y. r .Y. I trust you will find this letter self explanatory. 

RECORD OF 
From 1922 

1933 

1944 

MY EMPLOTI""~T : 
Employed by the Bradstreet Company, New Yord City, Head 
Quarters Until the. Merger o·f the Bradstreet Company with 
R.G.Dun & Co in 1933 
After the merger I was employed by the Credit Clearing 
House until the merger of Dun & Bradstreet tnc, with 
Credit Clearing house when I was again employed in 
By Dun & Bradstreet Companies Inc., a total of 35 years 
of active employment. 

My date of Birth is: February 12th, 1899 

My dear Florence Isbell, 

The reason for thi~ letter is to pres~n\. to you the real facts of my 20 years of trying to prevent public Knowledge of my former . employer DISCRIMI NATION against me after about 35 years for employment and qualifications. Because I am a tourist in this beautiful country of Greece, I am not permitted to earn any money and I must pay about 800 (eight hundred) drachmas each year tourist taxes. 
My total monthly income is about $300 Retirement cheque from Dun & Bradstreet Co Inc $72.19 U.S.Social Security monthly$21i.60 
For further details to prove my dire meed J_g:r:- fi!lancial help pleq,~e see copy of ·my letter~-addressed to Mr. Howard Kraetz, Vice President 
in charge of employees retirement Group and Insurance Copy of letter 
from KINGS PARK PSYCHIATRIC Center, KINGS PARK NEW YORK, where my 
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Mr. Gates Barnet Stern 
1059 Harris Drive 
Emmaus, PA. 18049 

Dear Mr. Stern: 

August 17, 1977 

Thank you for your Jetter in regard to "Le Paradoxe Julf" by Dr. 
Nahum Goldmann. I am, of course, aware of the publication of 
this book but must confess that I have not personally read the 
volume~ Thus, I simply cannot comment on the book or the review 
which you were kind enough to share with me. 

As to your query in regard to the UAHC's failure to take public 
cognizance of the book, I must note that we have. very I imlted 
space In UAHC publications for the review of books. There are 
so many volumes of Jewish content and Interest appearing on the 
scene these days we simply cannot call them all to the attention 
of our readers and we also limit reviews to books which appear 
In the Entllsh language. 

With repeated thanks for your thoughtfulness and with kindest 
greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

f 



GATES BARNET STERN 
1 □59 HARRIS DRIVE 

EMMAUS, PENNSYLVANIA 1 B049 

August 12, 1977 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Pres. 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear RABBI SCHINDLER: 

It would be enlightening to know how or why the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations has failed to take 
public cognizance of "Le Paradoxe Juif" by Nahum 
Goldmann. Mr. Goldmann played such an important role 
in the creation of the State of Israel and has been so 
significant in the Zionist movement that, even though 
the book has not appeared in an English edition, his 
latest work must be familiar to you. 

If the enclosed review from THE ECONOMIST (London) is 
a reasonable interpretation of Mr. Goldmann's thesis, 
we Jews in America are unwilling to face the painful 
reality that Israel is just another secular state. 
Israel is neither the paladin nor the guardian of the 
prophetic tradition which has been the historic basis 
for Jewish survival. 

That such a staunch Zionist as Mr. Goldmann should sub
stantiate my own anti-Zionist attitude is a personal 
paradox that underlines my concern that Israel may be a 
home land for Jewish people but does not offer a home 
to Judaism. 

Your comments would be appreciated. 

STERN 

• 
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Israel 

Another view of Zion 
Nahum Goldniann's book, Le Paradoxe 
Julf (Editions Stock, 14 rue de l'An
cienne-Comtdie, 75006 Paris; Fr 38) , 
wns published in France last November. 
It has yet to appeur in English . When it 
does, it is likely to come as a shock to 
many Jews, notably in America, for its 
.attack on the mistakes being made by 

• modem Israel. Nahum Goldmann, is the 
president of the World Jewish Congress , 
and one of that handful of men truly 
respo nsible for the creation of Israel. He • 
i5 a traditionalist and a Zionist . Born in 
Lithuania in 1895, he was brought up in 
the Jewistr ' financial and intellectual 
stronghold of Frankfurt from the age of 
five . The Goldmann parents were schol
ars of Juda ism and members of Ahad 
Haam's ''Bent Moshe" (Children of 
Moses) movement. But Mr Goldmann 
has never been the darling of the Israe li 
government. After the publication of 
"Le Paradoxe Juif" and the arrival of Mr 
Begin to power, the prospect of Mr 
Goldmann's ideas being welcome in Je
rusalem is even more remote. 

Judaism was the first religion to con
ceive the notion of one God. Yet for all 
its universalism, its people are deliber
ately sepnratist . This is but one of the 
paradoxes ~1r Goldmann delights in and 
uses to illustrate his difficulties in com
ing to terms l'{ith the tangents, as he sees 
them, which Israel has led Judaism 
along. Since, he says, there is no logical 
reason for the existence of Israel , its 
only defensible raison d '~tre would be as 
propagator of Judaic values . A political
ly "non-aligned" Israel could become 
the spiritual, philosophical and cultural 
centre which would keep alive the Jew
ish traditions and strengths which have 
flourished fpr the past 2,000 years. The 
Jews, he writes, have no political past, 
"no diplomat except for the Messiah". 
This fact hes made them tum inwards , 
drawing exhaustively on their own re
sources and producing more men who 
have contributed to human progress 
than any other "political" or power
conscioll!I rnce. And so, he argues , they 
should have continued. Israel would do 
better, in Mr Goldmann's view, to have 
followed the c_oad suggested by the Tal
mudic scholar, Ahad Haam, who 
preached the necessity for a spiritual 
centre for the Jews, over and above the 
pattern drown for it by Theodore Herzl. 

Until Israel becomes Ahad Haamist , 
Mr Goldmann says , it will not have 
fulfilled the Zionist mission . He fears 
that, by choosing to function as any 
other country does, Israel has ignored its 
spiritual heritage &o completely that it 
will produce people devoid of the par
ticular strengths which have made their 
race so ·c: specially gifted . 

Mr Goldmann recounts conversations 
and transac tions with people like Roose
velt, Adenauer, Truman , Mussolini and 
Henry Kissinger. Of Ernest Bevin, he 
writes: "His strong perso nality filled in 
the one huge gap that eruditio n had 
never occupied" . He reports Lloyd 
George, reared on the bib le , saying to 
Cha"im \Veizmann at the ir first mee ti ng : • 
"As a child , I knew the streets of Jerusa 
lem better than those of London". Ben 
Gurion, Mr Goldmann thinks, was the 
only great man Israel has produced but 
"the one man responsible for instilling 
anti-Arab feelings in generations of Is·
raelis- I said to him one day: 'You have 
succeeded in doing one thing that only 
God had achieved before you . . . you 
have succeeded in creating the Israeli in 
your own image!' " 1 

Mr Goldmann accuses Mrs Golda 
Meir of promoting the same anti-Arab 
feelings and being insensitive to moral 
and religious values. He de scribes Rabbi 
Prinz (president of the American Jewish 
Congress) putting Mrs Meir in her place 
when she chided him for risking making 
President Nixon anti-Israeli by his publi
cised opposition to the Vietnam war: 
"All my life I have worked for Zio n
ism ... the teachings of our prophets 
seem more important to me than your 
politics". It was Israel's immobility un
der four years of Mrs Meir's premiership 
which led, in Mr Goldmann's view, to 
the 1973 war and Israel's isol ation . 

Mr Goldmann is distressed by the 
"Masada complex" rife in Israel. The 
Jewish people have survived because 
they considered survival a Judaic duty . 
Had they suffered from a Masada com
plex, he suggests, there would be no 
Jews alive today. "Should Jerusalem be 
fought for?" he once asked a rabbi. an 
authority on Talmudic law. No it should 
not, came the reply. "The supreme Ju
daic law is to respect your life in two 
cases: if you are forced to deny the 
existence of God or forced to kill an
other man . Then it is better to die ... To 
sacrifice the life of even one soldier for 
Jerusalem is against our religious law". 

Mr Goldmann will be accused of being 
an idealist and a dreamer. Ne•,c:rtheless 
he is the same man who in one calculat
ed move after another wrested three 
billion marks from the German govern
ment as "official" reparation payment to 
Israel and an "unofficial" annual pay
ment of 1.2 billion marks which is still 
being paid today . He wa11ts :in Isr:iel 
that is not only more Judaic but is also 
more aware of its Middle-Eastemness: a 
syruhesis of Israeli culture with the 
2,000-year-old culture of the Diaspora, 
linking the Jewish world to the renais
sance of ~1:ddle Eastern culture . 

- - - ----------



BOB DOLE 
KANSAS 

WASHINGTON, D .C . 20510 

June 27, 1977 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

STANDING COM M ITTEES: 

AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY 

BUDGET 

FINANCE 

SELECT AND SPEC IAL COMMITTEE: 

NUTRIT ION AND HUMAN NEEDS 

Many thanks for your thoughtful letter of June 20. Needless 
to say, I appreciate very much your taking the time to 
contact the head of the North American Desk of the Israel 
Foreign Ministry regarding my upcoming visit. 

Am also grateful for your comments with reference to items 
of interest both to the American delegates and to the Israeli 
public, and will certainly keep your thoughts in mind in 
preparation of my remarks. 

Thanks again. Hope to see you in Israel unless, as you 
indicated was a possibility, your duties call you back to 
the States earlier. 

Best wishes. 

BD:jc 

Since l 

BOB DOLE 
U.S . Sena 

• 
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The Honorable Bob Oole 
unrted States Senate 
Washington, O.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Dole: 

June 20, 1977 

My good friend Rudi Scheidt has to1d me of your impending trip to 
Israel. I am sure that you wi11 be well taken care of by the 
leadership of the ZOA. They are we11 known for the excellence of 
their arrangements and your visit will undoubtedly be instructive 
and fulfilling. 

Nonetheless, I have written to the head of the North American Desk 
of the Israel Forelgn Ministry to alert him of your visit. Again, 
I am certain he will already know of your visit but two lines of 
co~.municatfon are better than one. 

Insofar as what will Interest the Amerfcan delegates, as well as 
the Israeli public, their main concern obviously ts what I have 
called a seeming step~by-step dfsengagement from the traditional 
American stance In fts Mid-East policy calling for negotiations 
without preconditions. In publ le statements, in press conferences, 
an American blue-print does seem to be emerging - peac6 for the 
Jews, territories for theArabs, and a third State for the PLO. 
The Administration insists that these are mere "conceptual frame
works" within which the negotiations can take place but the Jewish 
community, while still not questioning the intentions of Mr. Carter, 
Is worried about how these statements are eerceived and the truth 
of the matter Is that they are perceived by one and all as policy 
and not just the delineation of areas of concern. This frightens 
the American Jewish community, stiffens the backs of the Israel is, 
andt worst of allt It raises the expectations of the Arabs, which 
if frustrated In the slightest degree will at the very least Impede 
the process of peace, If not plunge us all Into disaster. 

There is a s1 ight chance that I wi 11 see you fn Israel during your 
visit, although my duties here may oompell me to return to the States 
even before your arrival. t am due to leave for Israel at the end 
of the week. If I do see you there, wonderful. If .not, I want to 
wish you wel 1. AJ 1 good wishes for a very meaningful trip. 



The Honorable Bob Dole 
June 2.0, 1977 
Page 2 

With kindest greetings, I am 

cc: Mr. Rudi E. Scheidt 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



• - I 

WASHINGTON. O.C . 20510 

Mr. Rudi E. Scheidt 
Post Office Box 193 
Memphis, Tennessee 38101 

Dear Rudi: 

June 1, 1977 

STANDING COMMITTEES: 

AQRICULTUIIE, NUTRITION, ANO f'ORE ST RY 

BUDGET 

FINANCE 

SELECT ANO SPEC IAL COMM ITTEE : 

NUTRITIOl)I ANO HUMAN N EEDS 

Many thanks for your letter of May 25, and it was good seeing 
you at the Salute to Gerald Ford Dinner. 

We are checking out the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD), and I will have someone contact 
you by telephone to see what can be done. 

Elizabeth and I will be going to Israel over the Fourth of 
July Recess, where on July 7th I will be addressing the 80th 
Anniversary Annual Convention of the Zionist Organization of 
Pmerica. Apparently 1,000 delegates from the United States 
are expected to attend, as well as President Ephraim Katzir 
and Prime Minister Menachem Begin. If you have any comments 
or suggestions which might be helpful, I will appreciate 
hearing from you. 

Thanks again, and kindest regards. Hope to see you again soon. 

Sin';Pt 
BOB DOLE 
U. S. Senate 

BD:jc 

i 

I 

I 

I. 
I 
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Dear Bob, 

H11n1 E. Seu r-:,n-r 
POST OFFICC IJOX l ':) 3 

M F:M Pit IS, TENN E ~;::",£ C .3010 I 

June 9, 1977 

I rnuchly appreciated your kind letter of June 1. 
I had a good t a 1 k ,-d th D a 1 c Sh c ri.v in r c~ g a r cling 
UNCTAD and what we have to do is formulate a plan 
of action. The worst thing is that, if we don't 
do something soon, : we will have all of UNCTAD's 
schemes adopte<l by default on our part. 

I was delighted to learn tha t Elizabeth and you 
are going to Israel. I have asked my good friend, 
Rabbi Alex Schindlci who is Prcsi<lent of the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations and also currently 
head of the Presidents' Conference of all major 
Jewish organizations , to cont ac t you as I am sure 
he can be most helpful to you on your trip. 

With very best regards .. 

The Honorable Bob Dole 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Sincerely, 

I . 
l 



Mrs. Genie Silkes 
341 West 24 Street 
New York, N.Y. 10011 

Dear Mrs. Silkes: 

July 26. 1977 

I am deeply appreciative of your understanding of my problem. My work 
for Israel has to take an bsolute priority at thi time. I simply 
have no other choice. I've been back ani forth between Europe nd Isr el 
three times in the past month. Neverm1nd my Wahington. D.C. trips 
which persist even now. I'm off again totnQrrow foe meetings at tbe State 
Department. the White House, etc, I was even suppos d to tak a vacation 
in August and it does not look like I will be able to make it. What •m 
I to do? I can only promise you th ta soon sit is humanly possible 
I will call you up for a meeting of sufficient time. I certainly want to. 

With wai-mest greetings, I am 

Sine rely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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July 19, 1977 /. 

Mr. Larry L. Fabian 
Caniegie Endowment Mr Internaticm.1 
11 Dupont Circle m 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Mr . Fabian: 

Peace/ 
I 

J 

/ 
l' 

I 
I 

I 
/ 

1 
i 

\ 
\ 
\ 

I \ 
Thank you so much for ehe copy of ISWLIS SPEAK: AbOut Th~elves and 

the Palestinians, edited by yourself and Ze'ev Schiff. I look forwerd 
to reading it as soon as I have a free moment. 

With warmest r-egards, I am 

Sincerely, 

AleX11,nder M. Schindler 



Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 

Director 
Middle East Program 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
President 

1 July 1977 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
2027 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I recently returned from Israel, where Ze'ev Schiff 
told me that neither you nor Mr. Hellman received the 
copies of ISRAELIS SPEAK: About Themselves and the 
Palestinians, that we sent you at the time of the book's 
publication by the Carnegie Endowment. 

Our records show that the President of the Endowment, 
Thomas L. Hughes, sent you an early copy with his compli
ments on February 25th. We have no explanation for why 
you did not receive it, but I do want you to have another 
personal copy, which I am sending you under separate 
cover. 

LLF:mel 
~~~~ 

Larry L. Fabian 

11 Dupont Circle, N.W. Washington, D. C. 20036 / Phone (202)797-6445 / Telex 248329 / Cable lnterpeace 



Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 

Larry L. Fabian 
Director, Middle East Program 

11 Dupont Circle, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20036 
Phone: (202) 797-6400 Cable: lnterpeace Telex: 248329 



Mr. Addis Gutmann, Jr. 
and 
Ms. Shirley Bridge 
co-Chairpersons 
Social Action COtIIDittee 
Temple De Hirsch Sinai 
1511 East Pike Street 
Seattle, Washington 98122 

July 18, 1977 

Dear Mr. Gutmann and Ms. Bridge: 

Thank you for your letter of July 5th. My statements were completely 
torn out of context . I never called for and am unalterably opposed to 
~ total pull back and my reco~d of that 1s both public and uuequivocal. 
This 1s an outrageous misrepresentation of my comments . Only God knows 
where they got it fromJ 

Thank you for your concern. With warmest wishes I an1, 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Mr. Addis Gutmann, Jr. 
and 
Ms. Shirley Bridge 
Co-Chairpersons 
Social Actfon Committee 
Temple De Hirsch Sinai 
1511 East Pike Street 
Seattle, Washington 98122 

Dear Mr. Gutmann & Ms. Bridge: 

July 7, 1977 

Your letter of July 5 
departure for Israel. 
of the month and your 
immedtat attention . 

arrived after Rabbi Schlndler's 
He will be returning at the end 

letter will be brought to his 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 

cc: MR. Albert Vorspan 



Dr. Eul S. St.arr 
Senior R.abbl 

Temple De Hirsch Sinai -----

July 5, 1977 

Rabbi Alexander Schlinder 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
83 8 - 5th A venue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schlinder: 

Raymond M. G.al.ante 
President 

I was appalled at the remarks attributed to you in a recent article in 
the Seattle Post-Intelligencer (copy enclosed), and am looking 
forward to your advising our committee by letter that you were quoted 
out of context. 

An accommodation on the West Bank? Unthinkable! 

AG/dm 

Enclosure 

;;:;; trru~~ 

Social Action Committee J 
Temple De Hirsch Sinai 
Addis Gutmann, Jr. and Shirley Bridge, 
Co-chairpersons 

1511 EAST PIKE STREET SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98122 323-8486 
556 -124th N.E. BELLEVUE, WASHINGTON 98005 454-5085 



• I _,, 

• • ,,. 

J 

' I 

' ' 



Professor Martin Lipset 
Department of Political Science 
Stanford University 
Stanford, California 94305 

Dear Professor Lipset: 

July 21, lt77 

Thank you very much Mr your letter of June 30th and the draft 

report on y~ur findings. I find it v ry, very helpful. I will be 

in touch, 

With warmest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



• 

STANFORD UNIVERSITY 
STANFORD, CALIFORNIA 94305 

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 

June 30 , 19 77 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler , Chairman 
Presidents ' Conference 
515 Park Avenue , 9th Floor 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Thank you for your kind invitation to consult with you. I will, 
of course, be glad to do so. Please do not hesitate to call me 
whenever you would like to discuss anything. My home phone is 
(415) 326-9319 , and my office number if (415) 497-4741. The 
best way to be sure of reaching me is to call me at home between 
11 and 11:30 a.m. your time. 

I have just finished a draft of a report on the findings of public 
opinion studies dealing with the Middle East from the 1940s to the 
present. I am enclosing a copy. I hope that you find it of interest. 

Cordially, 

Seymour Martin Lipset 
Professor of Political Science 
and Sociology 

Enclosure ~ 

SML,bwm ~ ~{lv-rr-
f--~ ,J--~ 
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July 18, 1977 

Mr. Max Kampelman 
Fried. Frank, Harris, Shriver & Kampelmian 
Suite 1000, The Watergate 600 
600 New Hampshire Avenue. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20037 

Dear Max: 

Thanks so much for your letter of July 11th. I appreciate your kind 
words on my role as ebairman of the Conf-.nce and of my leadership 
at the meeting lost week with the President. 

I do indeed hope that we can get together and do some talking next time 
I am in your neck of the woods. I will let you know as the time ap 9 

proaches. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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EDWARD J. BECKWITH 
HARVEY N. BERNSTEIN 
BUNYAN BRYANT 
S. BOBO DEAN 
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THEODORE C. HIRT 
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HOWARD M. WEINMAN 
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ERIC J . ZAHLER 

July 11, 1977 OUR REFERENCE 
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MARTIN A . KAMARCK 
JAY R . KRAEMER 

rREOERIClt SASS , JR. 
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President, Union of American 

Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

On Wednesday, after your meeting with the President, I 
received a rather thorough briefing as to what took place there. 
It became very clear to me that your own leadership at the 
session, coup led with what were obviously effective comments 
by you at the outset of the session, played a vital role in 
help i ng to make the session a successful one. 

On Thursday, I had lunch and then later spent part of 
the evening with Roberta Peters here in Washington. She then 
told me of her friendship with you and your family and the 
high regard she had for you. 

With all of this, it is long past time for me to tell you 
how pleased I am with your role as President of the Conference 
of American Presidents. We are all grateful to you for the 
impressive manner in which you have grown to the immense respon
sibilities. 

I do hop e that you will let me know when you are nex t in 
Washington so that we might have the conversation we once pro
mised each other. There are many thoughts we ought to be 
e xchanging and I want you to know of my desire to be of assist
ance to you in any way that might be fruitful. 

All my best. 

Sincerely, 

Kampelman 



August 4, 1977 

Rabbi George B. Lieberman 
Central Synagogue of Nassau County 
Rockville Centn, N.Y. 11570 

Dear Georgw: 

Thank you for your thoughtful note. 

We too enjoyed meeting David. He is a chip off th old block. 

With warmest good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



I 
RABBI GEORGE B. LIEBERMAN, D. D., Litt. D. 

Central Synagogue of Nassau County 

Dear Alex:-

Rockville Centre, New York 11570 

Southampton 
July 29, 1977 

1 have been on the go, and on reaching this day 
our summer place, I found a copy of a letter which Mr. 
Sydney J. Schwartz, President of the New York Federation 
of Reform Synagogues, circulated with reference to your 
appointment of Rabbi Stuart A. Gertman as Director of 
the New York Federation of Reform Synagogues. 

I want to salute you on this appointment. It so 
happens that I have had several contacts with him in his 
official capacity on challenging occasions. I have been 
very much impressed with him. The more I am in his 
presence the more I feel that he ranks very high in 
ability and sense of duty among the rabbis of the young 
generation. I have learned to esteem him for his gifts 
of logical reasoning, brilliant articulation and htnnan 
quality. He deserves our encouragement and recognition. 

May I also take this moment to tell you that with 
others I have been following your singularly effective 
spokesmanship in the Begin-Carter involvement. You are 
wearing the mantle of Jewish leadership with distinguished 
effectiveness. More power to you! 

My son, David, who is pursuing higher studies at 
the University of London, and teaching at Cambridge, 
recently told me that he had met you in the home of Hugo 
Gryn one Shabbat. He was so excited about it. The 
impact of your prefSl.ce touches many. 

Sylvia joins me in warmest sentiments and best wishes 
for you, your Rhea and your precious family. 

Faithfully, . 1
1 Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, President /J(,c 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, No Yo 10021 • 

GBL:MRB 

cc: Mr. Sydney J. Schwartz 
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au1y 25, 1911 

Dear Fred: 

Thank you for your thoughtful note. You are most kind and I am 

grateful to you. 

With warmest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Alfred Got tschalk 
HUC•JIR 
3101 Clifton Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 

f 

II 
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

PERSONAL 

Ve.all. A.R..e.x: 

3101 CLIFTON A VENUE • CINCINNATI , OH IO 45220 
(513) 221-1875 

J ultj 1 9 , 7 9 77 

Sinc.e. I ha.ve. no:t done. :thM be.6one., I :think. .:thM le.tie.IL 
qu.ali6ie.t> 6on l.ncl.Mion in :the. Ame.lLic.a.n Jewl6h Mc.hivu. 

I wa..n:t :to :ta.k.e. :thM oc.c.a..6ion l.n W!l.-U:,.i__ng :to :te.U IJOU 06 
mlJ de.e.p a.nd 6uU g1La.ti6ic.a.tion in IJOUIL le.a.de.Mhip a..6 
Pnuide.n:t 06 :the. Con6e.1Le.nc.e. 06 Pnuide.nu 06 Ma.Jon Ame.lLi-
c.a.n Jewl6h Onga.niza.tion.6. You ha.ve. be.e.n mane. :tha.n e.qua.l 
6on :the. .:ta..6 k., whic.h I know ,u., a. glLUe.Ung, c.ha.Ue.nging 
a.nd, a.:t :the. .6a.me. fue., a.n e.xhUafta.ting one.. 

I know how IJOU ne.U.6h wha.:t you a11.e. doing a.nd how g1La.ti-
6ie.d IJOU mU-6:t 6e.e.l btj :the. lall.ge. me.a..6UILe. 06 .6UC.C.e6.6 IJOU 
ha.ve. a.c.hie.ve.d l.n IJOUIL Mle. 06 .6pok.uma.n 6on :the. onga.nize.d 
Ame.lLic.a.n Je.w.u.,h c.ommuni:tlj. 

I a.m de.e.pllf pnoud 06 :the. r,oonk. :tha.:t IJOU Me. dol.ng a.nd w,u.,h 
IJOU he.a.Uh a.nd .6.:tlLe.ng.:th :to c.onilnue. in be.ha.lo ofi OUIL 
people.. 

one.d Go:tt.6 c.ha.lk. 
AG:tuV Pnuide.n:t 

Ra.bbi A.R..e.xa.nde.lL Sc.hindle.lL 
Union ofi Ame.lLic.a.n He.bne.w Congne.ga.tion.6 
838 Fifi:th Avenue. 
Ne.w Yank., Ne.w Yank. 10021 

• 

Under th e Patronage of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
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July 14, 1977 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York NY 

Dear Alex: 

Someone once said something to the effect that the needs of a 
time period give birth to a man capable of meeting those needs. 

After reading this week's TIME, and learning of the role you 
are currently playing in American-Israeli relations, I'm con
vinced of the truth of the above observation: Certainly, I 
have never known anyone I would deem more likely to bring 
some kind of orderly conclusion to affairs in the Mideast! 

It is very fortunate that someone of your compassion, under
standing, and persuasive ability has the ear of President 
Carter, as you obviously do. 

And I'm proud to have known you well enough to address this 
letter to Alex! Best wishes for a long-lasting success in 
your current political role. 

And Marge and I both send our 

(_ 

mjc :c 

P.S. My presence in Cleveland doesn't imply abrogation of 
my status as a retiree -- I'm just being summer help 
back at the old stand! We return to Sarasota in Sept
ember. 

Lang, Fisher & Stashower Advertising, Inc. 1010 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115 Phone 771-0300 
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uly 25, 1977 

Judge Ger ld Adler 
Brooklyn Jewi h Co nity Council 
16 Court Str et 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 1124~ 

Dear Judge Adler; 

Thank you so much for your l tter of July 19th. It it so kind of you 
to offer your help a Presid nt of the Brooklyn Jc ish Community Council 
. d I truly appreci te it . 

With warm greetings, I .:lll1 

Sin ely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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16 COURT STREET, 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 11241 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

TELEPHONE 
TRIANGLE 5-8324 

July 19, 1977 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I have been following your activities with great interest. 

Please be advised that, in my capacity as President of 
the Brooklyn Jewish Community Council, I should be pleased 
to participate wi th you wherever necessary at the Conferences 
of Jewish Leaders, especially as it involves the State of 
Israel. 

Very truly yours, 

~U ?4Luu 
- (Judge) Gerald Adler 

GA:lg President 

Encl. - CCN 
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ACTING SUPREME COURT JUSTICE GERALD ADLER ELECTED PRESIDENT OF 
BROOKLYN JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL--CALLS FOR SUPPORT OF ISRAEL 

****************************************************** 

HARRY BEARMAN, OUTGOING PRESIDENT, HANDS OVER GAVEL TO JUDGE 
GERALD ADLER, WHO WILL LEAD THE COUNCIL FOR THE NEXT YEAR 

REVIEWS PROBLEMS OF JEWS 
IN BROOKLYN THAT REQUIRE 
COUNCIL'S ATTENTION NOW 

"Le t there be Sholom for 
Israel and there will be 
Sholom for us". Thus spoke 
Acting Supreme Court Justice 
Gerald Adler after he was 
inducted as President of the 
Brooklyn Jewish Community Coun
cil at the Council's annual 
meeting and installation of 
officers held at the East 
Midwood Jewish Center, 1625 
Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn, on 
the evening of June 7th. 

-----------------r---------------------1-Jus tice Arthur S. Hirsch was 
ISRAEL CONSUL YAAKOV LEVY 
STATES THAT ISRAEL WILL MAKE 
STRONG PEACE EFFORT 

Israe l Consul, Yaakov Levy, 
head of the New York City 
Information Department, and 
formerly Vice Consul of Univer
si ty Affairs, emphasized four 
points that may lead to peace 
in the Middle East. 

He spoke at the annual meeting 
of the Brooklyn Jewish Commun
ity Council. 

Consul Levy, after reviewing 
the historic events since 
Israel's inception 29 years 
ago, said that "the overwhelm
ing issue is still with us --
a strong desire for peace". 

Continued on P. 2 

HARRY BEARMAN ADVISES---
"CARE AND BE ALERT" IN HIS 
VALEDICTORY MESSAGE 

Harry Bearman, outgoing Pres
ident of the Council, in 
reviewing the Council's act
ivities during the past year, 
highlighted the following to 
the delegates attending the 
annual meeting at the East 
Midwood Jewish Center: 

"l. W k d e wore to ease neigh-
borhood tensions in East 
Flatbush. We conducted, 
under the auspices of 
the BJCC '~eighborhood 
Preservation Town Hall", 
meeting at the East • Flatbush Y. We also met 
with the Hispanic commun
ity in the Williamsburgh 
area to bring about a 
better understanding. 
This said -- WE DO CARE! 

Continued on P. 2 

chairman of the meeting. 

Judge Adler noted that Israel's 
strength is maintained by 
"faith and willingness of the 
armed forces ready to fight 
and die for Israel's freedom 
and security--regardless of 
what party is in power. In 
Israel to carry a machine gun 
is a mitzvah. It is a mitzvah 
for us to support Israel. ThE 
same holds true in giving 
support to our Council, which 
is ready at all times, to go 
to the front and fight for 
Jewish rights. 

"The Council has a great re
sponsibility. We are saddened 
over the plight o.f a few Jews 
left in Brownsville. They are 

Continued on P. 3 
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Sam Rub enstein - Editor 

HARRY BEARMAN ADVISES 
Cont. from P. 1 

"2. We s upported anti-boyco tt 
legisla tion; we contacted 
our l eg islatures, includ
ing Senator Javits and 
Senator Moynihan, to voice 
our strong support for 
Fede r al legislation, and 
urge d their s upport of 
arms to Israel. We supp
orted our Jewish brethren 
in Russian Jewry, notify
ing all our affi liates of 
forthcoming events. This 
said -- WE 00 CARE! 

"3. We interceded with the 
proper a uthorities with 
letters of protest on 
behalf of Prof. Jane 
Gerber when she was denie d 
tenure of office to teach 
Judaic s tudies and the 
Holacus t. This said --
WE DO CARE! 

"4. Mindful of the rights of 
Senior Citizens, we parti
cipated in the relocation 
of Senior Citizens. We 
distributed Jewish Holiday 
calendars to colleges, 
museums and other groups. 
This said WE DO CARE! 

"5. Th ere was an operation 
Recognition of the Mogen 
David Adorn. We sent tele
grams to the International 
Red Cross Headquarters 
asking for the recognition 
of the Mogen David. This 
said -- WE DO CARE! 

"6. Our rep re sen tati ves met in 

Page 2 

BOROUGH PRESIDENT HOWARD GOLDEN PRAISES COUNCIL 

PHOTO SHOWS BOROUGH PRESIDENT HOWARD GOLDEN (RIGHT) 
PRESENTING A PROCLAMATION TO JUDGE GERALD ADLER, 
WHILE HARRY BEARMAN CENTER LOOKS ON WITH GLEE 

PROCLAMATION HAILS COUNCIL 
FOR HELPING TO MAKE BROOKLYN 
A BETTER PLACE TO LIVE IN 

Brooklyn Borough President 
Howard Golden, in a proclama
tion, hailed the Brooklyn 
Jewish Community Council for 
sponsoring programs designed 
to make the borough a "better 
place to live in, regardless 
of race, creed or color, or 
national origin". Mrs. 
Yvette Scharfman, Assistant 
to Mr. Golden, read the 

·Proclamation. 

a group session with the 
Conference of Christians 
& Jews on the question of 
Zionism Vs. Racism, and 
exchanged valuable ideas 
with Christian Blacks and 
Whites in our community. 
This said -- WE DO CARE! 

"7. Many of our activities 
have been the subject of 
report in our Community 
Council News, which is so 
ably edited by our dedi
cated director, Sam 
Rubenstein, whose service 
we appreciate. 

Mr. Bearman's Grandson, Scott 
London, who came here from 

California to attend the 
meeting, agreed -- "WE SHOULD 
CARE''. 

ISRAEL CONSUL YAAKOV LEVY 
Cont . from P . 1 

"The t errori s t group (PLO) 
calls for the ruination of 
Israel," he said. "Ten ye ars 
ago, Egyp t threatened t o 
destroy Israel. The City of 
Jerusalem was divided until 
1967. Prior to then, Sy nago
g ues were burned and destroyed" 

He then highlighted four points 
that could be the basi s for 
Peace negotiations. 

1. The solution of a peaceful 
settlement may be found 
through n ego tiations. 

2. Since the inception of 
Israel 29 years ago, not one 
Arab leader was willing to 
sit down and meet with 
Israel to negotiate. 

3. Defensable borders a re 
needed because of the new 
weapons made available to 
the Arabs. 

4. We object to a second 
Palestinian State. There 
is now a Palestinian State 
in connection with Jordan. 

"Israel will not leave one stone 
unturned to gain peace," he 
concluded. 



JUDGE ADLER REVIEWS NEEDS OF 
JEWS IN BORO OF BKLYN 

Cont. f rem P . 1 

isolated in their homes, un
able to shop and must live as 
recluses. We are going to do 
something about it . 

"The unemployment problem of 
Orthodox Jews in Crown Heights 
will also receive our atten
tion. 

"The problems facing the 
Chasidic Jews in Wi lliams
burg section of t he Boro are 
serious and the Council is 
now involved in an effort to 
adjudicate them." 

Judge Adler called upon the 
delegates at the meeting for 
their cooperation. He noted 
an outpouring of Jewish War 
Veterans, headed by Connnander 
Allan Liebowitz and the 
Women's Auxiliary, headed by 
Phyllis Wugman, President. 
Also former Connnander Mel 
Horowitz was present; more 
than a score of Rabbis; numer
ous judges and public offic
ials . 

Former Supreme Court Justice 
Abraham. J. Multer, who was 
the installing officer, also 
gave the oath to the following 
elected officials: 

Marvin W. Epstein, Justice 
Arthur S. Hirsch, Allan 
Lashley and Rabbi Solomon 
Shoulson, Vice Presidents; 
Ned Miller, Treasurer; 
Stanley I. Clark, Financial 
Secretary and Mrs. Esther 
Swiller, Secretary. 

Also Honorary Presidents --. 
Rabbi Israel Levinthal, Harry 
Zeitz, Abraham M. Lindenbaum 

' Harold M. Jacobs, Sol A. 
Liebman, Justice Abraham J. 
ulter, Dr. Benjamin z. 
reitman and Harry Bearman. 

Also Honorary Vice Presidents -
,Judge Emil N. Baar, Sidney L. 
Schiff, Samuel Rothstein, and 
Honorary Treasurer Louis 
Zarowitz. 
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PHOTO SHOWS THREE TOP ELECTED OFFICIALS OF THE COUNCIL 
WHO PLEDGED FULL SUPPORT OF THE NEW ADMINISTRATION. 
RIGHT TO LEFT -- STANLEY I. CLARK, FINANCIAL SEC'Y: 
MRS. ESTHER SWILLER SEC'Y AND NED MILLER TREASURER 

DR. JACOB L. BERNSTEIN PAYS 
TRIBUTE TO COUNCIL 

Dr. Jacob L. Bernstein, Presi
dent of East Midwood Jewish 
Center, host to the Council's 
meeting, greeted the attending 
delegates and added: 

"We in East Midwood and our 
officers are united to serve 
our Community. We look at our 
Community Council as an arm in 
our efforts to solve our prob
lems." 

He noted that Judge Adler, the 
newly elected President of the 
Council, is a member of the 
Jewish Center and, in behalf 
of the officers and directors, 
congratulated Judge Adler. 

Judge Adler, in behalf of the 
Council, thanked Dr. Bernstein, 
the Congregation and the Sister
hood of East Midwood Jewish 
Center for their support and 
cooperation. 

Mr. Liebman was Installation 
Chairman. 

Sixty-seven members of the ' 
Board of Directors had their 
terms extended for one year. 

PHOTO SHOWS DR. J. BERNSTEIN, 
CANTOR JOSEPH EIDELSON AND 
ABRAHAM NADEL PIANIST 

DR. HARRY HALPERN DELIVERS THE 
INVOCATION 

Dr. Harry Halpern, spiritual 
head of the East Midwood 
Jewish Center, in his invoca
tion, at the annu.al meeting, 
noted the manifold problems 
confronting the Jewish people 
and the need of observing 
peace. 
"We must speak out boldly in 
behalf of our people in 
Israel", he said. 
Rabbi Halpern invoked bless
ings to the Council and offic
ers to carry on with wisdom to 

lead "this organization succ
essfully in all of its ob
jectives." 

-



HAROLD M. JACOBS PAYS TRIBUTE 
TO JUDGE ADLER 

Harold M. Jacobs, President 
of the Union of Orthodox 
Jewish Congregations of Amer
ica, who was prevented from 
attending the Council's annual 
meeting because of a family 
wedding, in a telegram stated: 

"No one more richly deserves 
this great honor of leadership 
which is being bestowed upon 
you. Congratulations to you 
and yo ur distinguished office. 
and may the almighty grant 
you good health for many years 
to come so that you can con
tinue to serve our community.'·' 

********************** 
MAYOR ABRAHAM D. BEAME HAILS 
COUNCIL 'S OBJECTIVES 

The Mayor, in a message to 
Mr. Harry Bearman, s ai d : 

"The Council's sweepi ng scope 
of activi ties and br oad range 
of religious and social con~ 
cerns are truly remarkable, 
As the rep,resentative voice 
of nearl y one million Jews, 
the Council has not only un
ited Brooklyn Jewry and f ost
ered the spiritual, cultural 
and educational needs for the 
enhancement of Jewish life, 
it has extended these object
ives by fighting for ht.nnan 
rights and justice everywhere." 

"REDLINING" ATTACKED BY 
COUNCILMAN ROBERT STEINGUT 
The Council is fully in accord 
with the current fight against 
"redlining" practices which has 
been declared to directly in
hibit the growth and vitality 
of our neighborhood. 
Councilman- at-large Robert 
Steingut, a Community Council 
Board Member, introduced a 
resolution in the City Council 
hich attacks the dis cr i mi na

tory and outrageous practi ces 
of redlining. 
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Officers and Board Members of the Brooklyn Jewish Community 
Council are shown on the dais with their distinguished 
guests at the Annual Meeting of the Council, held at the 
East Midwood Jewi sh Center on June 7th. Rabbi Harry Halpern 
is s hown t he benedictio 

MRS. ANNE REISS I S SALUTED FOR 
DEDICATED SERVICES 

Harry Bearman, Council's Honor
ary President, s t ated that the 
Council is very gr a t eful to 
Mrs. Anne Reiss, who came back 
after retirement, to help out 
in office work. 

Mrs. Reiss faithfully served 
the Council for 18 years. 

Photo shows J us tice Arthur S . Hirs ch , Chai rman of the Annual 
Meeting , discussing the Program wi th Board Officials. Le f t 
to righ t: Louis Zarowitz, Samue l Ro thstein, Judge Hirsch, 
Sol A. Liebman, Judge Abraham J. Multer and Allan Lashley 
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HE MAXIMILIAN MOSS FOUNDATION AWARD 

TIME WELL Sl'.t:NT . .. The.Maximilian Moss Foundation Award, a unique tJmelock, ls 
presented to Sol Liebman, honorary president of the Brooklyn Jewish Community Council, by 
Mrs. Grace Moss at the recent scholarship dinner of Brooklyn ORT. Flanking the two are Daniel 
Eisenberg, left, former president of the Brooklyn Bar Association, and Max Welner, Brooklyn 
ORT president. The late Judge Moss, whose widow made the presentation, was a founder of the 
ORT group more than 30 years ago, a founder of BJCC as well, and a president of the lloard of 
Education. 

JUDGE SIDNEY SQUIRE HONORED 

JUDGE SIDNEY SQUIRE (seated) WAS THE HAPPY RECIPIENT of an 
award for his decade s of leadership in the Jewish Community. 
The tribute was presented to him at the United Jewish 
Appeal-Federation of Jewish Philanthropies Joint campaign 
of the Brooklyn Lawye rs Division. Judge Squire is a pioneer 
of the Council and a Board Member. 

Seated with him (1. tor.) President of the Brooklyn 
Lawyers Club, Miriam Newman; Chairperson, Martha Gibbell 
and Mrs. Squire. (Standing) are Rabbi Benjamin Z. 
Kreitman, Hon. A. David Benjamin, Judge Bernard M. Bloom, 
New York City Corporation Counsel W. Bernard Richland, 
and guest speaker Dr. Aryeh Plotkin. 

CARTER URGED BY COUNCIL 'S 
RESOLUTION TO PURSUE HIS POLICY 
FOR A FULL PEACE IN MIDDLE- EAST 
BY DIRECT ISRAEL-ARAB NEGO
TIATIONS 

Delegates attending the 39th 
annual convention and ins tall
ation of officers of the Coun
cil passed two resolutions 
pertaining to Israel. Samuel 
Rothstein, Council's Honorary 
Vice President, presented the 
resolutions. 

One resolution voiced "great 
concern over President Carter' s 
recent call for the creation 
of a Palestinian "homeland" 
with only minor adjustments 
in Israel's 1967 borders, and 
for compensation to Arab re
f ugees ." 

"These sta tements undermine 
the goal of direct Arab-Israeli 
negotiations ; obscure the basic 
middle-east problem", the 
r esolution emphasized. "We 
r espectfully call upon Presi
dent Carter to implement t he 
promises he made on these 
matters during his campaign 
fo r the Pres idency of the U.S." 

The resolution further urges 
the President to direct the 
Secretary of State, the State 
Department and all persons en
gaged in these matters "to 
pursue as the policy of the 
United States consistent with 
the President's previous 
corrnnitments for a full peace 
based on direct negotiations 
between the parties." 

The second resolution dealt 
ith the election of a new 

Knesset in a democratic manner. 
The Council stated that it was 
proud that the people of Israel 
exercised their rights and 
that Israel is the only State 
in the Mideast that conducts 
free electoral contests. 



SOL LEVY , PUBLISHER , HONORED 

BY YM & YWHA FOR 50 YEARS OF 
SERVICE TO JEWRY AND COMMUN I TY 

Sol Levy , r e tire d Exe cutive 
Direct or of the Williamsburg 
YM and YWHA, was honored by 
the "Y" Board of Dire ctors on 
J une 8th at a testimonial 
di nne r held a t the La Mer 
Cat e r e rs, 1060 Ocean Parkway , 
Br ooklyn. 

The tribute to Mr . Levy was in 
"recognition of more t han a 

ha l f century of exemplary and 
di stinguished leadership, and 
community service". 

Mr . Levy ' s r ecogni tion em
bra ced many years of service 

in behalf of Jew r y and scores 
of worthy charities . He was a 
s trong s uppor t e r of the United 

J ewish Appeal , Fe de ration of 

Jewish Philanthropies and Nat
i onal Jewish Welfar e Board. He 

i s publisher and editor of the 
illiamsb urg News and Coney 

I s land Times, both weekly news

Dapers . Among his a:Ccomplish
ents a t the "Y", he 'pi oneere d 

new programs with governmental 
f unding in Head Start; Youth 
Leadership Training : Home Camp 

for Childr en ; Homemakers Holi
day for Orthodox Women, and 
many othe r p r oj ects . 

Mr . Levy is curren tly V.C. of 

the Held Weinberg Torah Instit

ute Yeshiva in Israel. He also 

t aught physi ca l education at 
the Yeshiva Tora of Vodaath. 

e is a staunch supporter of 
srae l. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* * * * * * * * * * 
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AFTER 40 YEARS .. . Cantor Chukele Ritter celebrated 40 years as a cantor at a reception held 

on Tues., May 17th, at Congregation Ahavath Israel, 2818 E. 29th St. Congratulating RJtter Is 

Rabbi Bernard Berzon, spiritual leader of the temple, as Ben Ketover, left, chairman of the 

affair_, and Norman Flerer, president of the congregation, look on. [Staff Photo by Tom 

McMuu) 

CANTOR RITTER IS A COUNCIL BOARD MEMBER 

where you find people \V ho care ... 
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Mr. Judah Dick 
955 50th Street 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219 

Dear Mr. Dick: 

June 22, 1977 

Your letter of June 8 addressed to Rabbi Schindler has just 
been received at t.~is office. I hasten to ad*ise that he 
is out of the city and your letter will be held for his 
return. 

I know Rabbi Schindler will be grateful to you for sharing 
your comments with him. 

Sincerely, 

Edi th ~T. Miller 
Assistant to the President 

• 



JUDAH DICK 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

JUI).e 8,1m 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

955 50TH STREET 

BROOKLYN, N . Y . 112 19 

TEL. 853-0 6 39 

AREA CODE 2 12 

President, Conf erence of Presidents of Major Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

near Sir: 

I read t he story in today's NEW YORK TIMF..S over t ·.e relationship 

of .American Jewry with Mr.Menachem Begin and prospects f or peace. 1 t hought 

you might be interested in an original proposal I sent to Mr.Begin a f ew 

weeks on how to offer t he Pa.lestiliien.1 a homeland without giving up Jewish 

sovereignty over all of ERETZ ISRAEL. I am sending you a copy t hereof . 

Very truly yours, 

JUDAH DICK~ 



✓ 

.. 
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JUDAH DICK 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

May 26,1977 
Hon.Menachem Begin 
Memb_~_r of the Knesset 
Tel Aviv,ISRAFIT.. 

955 50TH STREET 

BROOKLYN, N . Y. 11219 

TEL. 853-0639 

AREA CODE 2 I 2 

re: SUGGESTED SOLl!rION TO ARAB HOMELAND PROBLEM 
Dear Mr.Begin: 

I was very pleasantly surprised by the outcome of the recent election 
in Israel and the prospects of an Israeli Government headed by a G-d fearing 
Jew who believes in the deep pr1nc1,plesof our faith: -, •/ / ( , [ 'j 

f 1 ' , , r ,) e..¥ , ) ,.; i (., c (, • 
lllile I would like to be an optimist and accept the belief that the 

liberation of the entire Eretz y,rael in the Six DaJ'.: War :_was a vital step 
in the process of Cj ')/c ,) ..1'\ ·J, )( c and f-f ,) ../\. f1 le~ , I fully realize 
that the next Government of Israel will be under t~emendous pressures from 
the United States and other world powers to ag--ree to a Pa.lestianian homeland 
on the West Bank and in t he Gaza Strip if and when the P.L.O. announce t hat 
they are willin~ to accept Israel's right to exist. So far, it can be said: 

f ,?'Vi ,) ? , ,,,Ale 1') l ") ...:> , ) , and t he Israeli Government has been abl~ 
to defer making any commitments on this matter. 

I would like to take the liberty of making a suggestion which you 
may want to consider as a fallback position in the event Israel has to make 
some consssions on t he West Bank in order to secure a true ·and lasting peace. 
I am thinking of having a COMMONWEALTH under Arab autonomy but Israel sovereignty 
in the West Bank and t lie Gaza Strip- similar to the status of Puerto Rico, 
The Virgin Islands, Guam and fonnerly the Phil:J_ipines (up to 1946). All of 
t hese territories have special relationships with t he United States which 
allow a great degree of local home rule but full assumption of all defense 
and fore!gn policy by t he United States. All citizens of t he United States 
are free to settle in t hese territories and no passport or visa is required 
to settle t here. And t he inhabitants of t hese terrltor~es are full fledged 
citizens of t he United States. Nevertheless, t hey are not states and not 
considered integral parts of t he United states. I am ready to send you texts 
of t he applicable Rtatutes of t he United States and Constitution of Puerto Rico 
so t hat you can examine t he provisions for yourself to see whether t hey can be 
adapted to an Arab Commonwealth within t he State of Israel,but I believe that 
these materials are available in U .e Law Libraries of t he Hebrew University, 
Tel Aviv Law School and Bar Ilan Law School.They may be found in Title 48,United 
States Code, Chapter 4 to Chapter 8A. Ultimate control of legislative affairs 
rests with t he r.ongress of the United States and t he President but for t he 
most part, t he national government leaves t he people of t hese territories 
to exercise t heir own right of self-government. 

Ir such a form of government were granted t t e Arabs, Jews would still 
have t he inalienable right to settle on t he West Bank which is of course part &f l{' t, -ltl'""' ~ j ? fl • Nevertheless, it would be best for t l:e time being for uc se emen s to be in those parts of the West Bank which are not densely 



, 

2 . 

populated by t he Arabs. As relations between the Arabs and Jews improve, t hese 
restrictions can be dissolved and each citizen of t he country permitted to settle 
wherever he pleases. 

Creation of a Commonwealth may resolve the demographic problem which 
will ·race Israel in two decades if the West Bank and the Gaza Strip with all 
of its Arabs are granted Israeli citizenship. Based on present population 
trends, and t he much greater Arab birth rate, t he Arabs could acheive a 
majority status in so short a period of time and change t l1e very nature of 
Israel as a Jewish state. This is a very serious problem which cannot be 
brushed aside lightly. If an Arab Coounonwealth is created, t he Arabs can 
be offered citizenship in the Commonwealth without being made full fledged 
citizens of Israel for t he first 50 years - until relationships between the 
groups improve considerably. This will defer t he population issue for several 
generations by which time more Jews would undoubtedly settle in Israel since 
a peace economy will be much stronger and attract many more Jews. It may also 
be possible to induce greater internal growth of t he Jewish population 
and teac~ the Arabs t he virtues of s~ller fami~ies. 

While I am sure t tiat this plan will be rejected by t he Arabs out 
of hand, it will not be easy for President Carter to reject it since it will 
offer t l;e Arabs a homeland which t hey have not had in Eretz Tsrael for 
centuries,if ever. Since Israel has good reason for not trusting t he Arabs, 
at least in t he forseeable future, any Arab homeland will of necessity have 
tobesubject to some degree of Israeli controls to prevent serious security 
problems. 

I also f eel t l:at t his plan is not necessarily. inconsistent with 
t lie Torah's. prohibition of f .J t'-A le I . The retention of Israeli sovere;tgg1;y 
and t he rigl: t of Jews to settle in all parts of Eretz Israel it would seem 
would be sufficient re-assertion of t he Jewish rights to ~et the requirements 

frn~ ' 4 '":>IC ') 1 t.1 ,which ~s defined as 
I 

r-.;,, ,; d ~It ) €J?, ~ CI }/I"> ) ~ ;> [io e... ,; e ., 
The Halachic questions on t his point have been discussed in t he 

Responsa dealing with the sale of fields to an Arab for .,.., C,J.Je purposes. 

Wishing_ you a ~,..,, re > ftld ) and C ;'I ')/ ? ~ ? A y /' ~ 

Very truly yours' 

~~(~ 



Mr. J. St 
15 Washington Pl c 
New York, N.Y. 10003 

Dear Mr. StSIIlll: 

June 17, 1977 

Thank you for your recent note and kind words r ga.rding my chairmanship of the President Conference. It was thoughtful of you to tak th 
time to write. 

Thank you too for sharing your concerns ith me. I assure you I agree with you. Unfortunately, w cannot control the press and very often they misquot or utilize words out of conte~t. 

With every good wish. I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexnder M. Schindler 



June 13/77 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 
(please forgive the informality) 

Many ~i of us are gratified wit1the high 
level diplomacy,statesmanship of your 
leadership. 

Something new (and dangerous) has been added 
to our troubles--the "geshr~i" that Carter 
is anti-Israel. I think sucHnoise should 
be promptly throttled . \ 

Well-meaning Carter,lover of mankind,farmer 
from Georgia, a novice, relies on computers 
and others for his knowledge of the real --. . world,th1.nk1.ng you c an apply 11 Zero-Base-
Budgeting 11 ideas to realpolitik and t he 
Arab mentality--and so can sell Israel 
l.,v~eM down the river quicker than you can 
say " Begin . " 

He is NOT anti-Israel, and Jews should 
stop this clamor. They should yell loud 
for the d~mage he is doing . In his zero
budgeted (and blind-spotted) mind t he 
Arab petrodollar~ loom large and weighty . 

Withrvery good wish, and prayers for 
your good health, 

Respectfully, 

J . Sialmm 

and do forgive, i 
hurried writing . 

can, the 



, 

June 11. 1976 

:Ra bi Euzen B. Borowitz 
1 id t,. c 
Port Washi:.1gton., N. Y. 11050 

Dear Gene: 

You wer thoui !::ful a.nd thou ht provoking yesterday, as 
you alway~ ere. I d~eply sta~ ful to you 40~ ta.kin 
the ti.tne o jo i1 ·r·.th . h ~~ tin.g of t!i.e re:iid nta' 
C nfer~.eA • . for rin~ yo vi w~ ~,ith our d legatus. 

A you k 1, the..:-e is s v ry t]idc s~ c;:urm oz views .1g 
the ..,ani:?ation and the represe.i1tatives. While I did 
not for a moment think anyone would have a ch3,nga of heart, 
I feel the me ting :'I~ in:port:int f r rot ;cl13.nge of views 
and an opportunity to he3r haw oth~rs .each their point of 
view 11d ;,erhaps ;ind .. i ·:. f un. ri;t:auding i regar.f to 
those •wi::!l whom they differ. Such an op~:,. give and take 
is alway sal tary. 

t, !th repeated thankG and cv~ry go'3d 'W1.;3b for & wonderful 
sunmer, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 



Mr. Jacob Stein 
20 Jerusalem Avenue 
Hickaville, N.Y_ 11801 

Dear Jack: 

June 14, 1976 

I, too, r6gret that you were unable to attend the luncheon in honor 
of Joe Sisco. It waa a vary 111Nningful and warm occa:,ion Md YQU 
would ve enjo7ed it very much. 

I'm also sorry that you can t be at t e meetin.s tomorrow when we will \ 
diac.uss "<liaaent. u You would have a great deal to c:Qntribute 1:0 the 
diacusaion and I am grateful to you f bavtng ~ the t:i.ms t¢ :.!' ...... 
with me your viewa on the topic. Uany thanks. 

Alu, our a1chtldulea don't seem to •eh too well. I'll b in the cit;y 
for about another week and then I leave for the CCAR Con erer1ce in 
San i'mac.iaco and go al.moat directly from there to the various meet
ings in Israel. Bopw£ully, our path• will cros at suaner'a end, if 
not before. Until tbell9l my re"4ted thanks and all good l.'1.ahes. 

Sincerely, 

AlelC4!1deru. Schindler 



I 
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June 10, 1967 

Rabbi Eugen B. Borowitz 
19 Reid Avenue 
Port Washington, N.Y. 11050 

Dear Gene; 

I am aelighted that you have accepted reeporuJib111ty fo~ bing one 
of the •two initial d:lscussants at the Presidents' Con~renc.e t:\Oet• 
ing on "Diss ... nt and the Ame lean Jewish Community ... Is ues and 
_ pon ibili,ti<'.s." ! undel:'atand that you had something of a dry 
ru n.t the Synag02t,te Coun il meeting last night an that i to the 
fl d, it will mean that y will come to our meeting lit l b t
ter ''unt,rrgceartlet. 11 

Tile title is broad a.nd in ite sub•title the ,-rord issue~ ta included. 
- c¢-rtainly do not ,~., nt y u t Oi41t theb: df.scuss-ion fro your pr -
ontatiot:. e:1 ecially si e I am p rsonally pledged to tho t ea ~f 

an open dit'!cus ion ef issues around the. table of the Pre idents' 
Co iorenc. oncthel as. I do want to emphasbe that I do not h -

g·n to clicve that .,e c h«v~ an up and down vote or v n oppro.ich 
c. eonsc ~un on th is~u level. '.!'herefore, the focus o th~ die-
eus""ion as! will cond ct it and as I want to .it v lo will 
be r.ot as much on th ia,ures ~ on the proce s o ... dissent . we 
ought to encourag i on the American Jewish scene. Accor<$ingly. 
I would very much b • ho1don to you if a uh-portion of your re
marks ,:rore to be devoted to this. p rticular issue.- More~vtr. t;here 
ar ~10 lcv 1 of the proc s whieh mat be consider~ . Thi) first 
is 1mether their sh uld b op n discus on or not hecaus tbere 
assuredly is no unanimity of opinion on that ocore either. Secondly, 
the1.4e 18 the question of the proper means of e."q>res&ion of t ,ese 
divergency of views. shall it be p blio or private and if $0 hQW 
and when and to whom. F nally, there is the question of establi hing 
the means of Coml.ll(lnicatio11 to Israeli leaders which will 4saure that 
these divergant views, whatever they are, reach a U.aten:Lng ear. 

Don't hesitate to call me if you have. an questions to pose· tn regard 
to your pr s ntatio . I loo fonrard to seeing you on ,J'\U1 15th and 
until then, Rhea joins me in pcndins fondest regard mee bayit l' 
bayit. 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chai'r!llan 



JACOB STEIN 

20 .JERUSALEM AVENUE 

HICKSVILLE, N . Y. 11801 

WELLS 8-6012 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 11021 

Dear Alex: 

June 9, 1976 

I hope that this letter finds you and yours enjoying 
good health. 

I am sorry that I was unable to join you at the luncheon 
for Mr. Sisco but a court matter in which I had to appear 
as a witness was scheduled for that date and I was mandated 
to appear. 

There appears to be an increasing discussion in the American 
Jewish Community about what is erroneously termed the right 
of dissent. I submit that it is an erroneous and even harm
ful term because our function is not dissent - our function 
must be constructive thought and programs within the capa
bilities of the American political system to support those 
plans which we desire to have supported. 

It is unfortunate that some in Israel become very agitated 
when an American Jewish leader states an opinion which he 
believes represents the opinion of his membership and which 
opinion is not exactly in accord with the prevailing opinion 
of the Israeli Government on the same issue. Such reactions 
dare not inhibit us from supporting positions we think 
merit our support. 

I would hope that you could turn away from the term "dissent" 
and move toward putting our positions in a positive frame
work. • 



Rabbi Alexander Schindler -2- June 9, 1976 

If I sit together in Synagogue with my wife, it is not 
because of dissent with the Orthodox but because I believe 
that I am doing the right thing. 

And, if we urge a political position in American-Israel 
relationships, it is not because of dissent with Israel 
but because we believe in the soundness and effectiveness 
of our position. 

Of course, there exists within our community some organi
zations which for ideological or financial reasons feel 
obligated to voice a monolithic "line" on any issue. This 
is their prerogative and I don't think we should challenge 
it any more than we should be challenged by these groups 
shou'ld we differ from this "line." 

Now we come to our role of being critics of Israel's 
domestic and foreign policies. Here, I think, there are 
two levels which must be recognized. I do not think the 
Presidents Conference should be publicly critical of Israeli 
domestic or foreign policies. After all, if Israeli secur
ity is ever challenged, it is Israeli lives which will be 
on the line to defend the validity of their foreign policy 
decisions. And, if there are internal social problems, it 
could be said that if we want to have an influence, we 
should settle in Israel. 

Yet, Alex, I cannot fully accept these strictures on my 
right to speak out. For, if I am considered to be a part 
of one Jewish people, some of whom live in Israel, and, 
if I am considered to be a partner in this great historic 
undertaking that is Israel, contributing my material 
resources and my time, then I must also contribute the 
best thought of which I am capable. 

But, these thoughts I must convey to those in a position of 
leadership in Israel who are capable of constructing the 
desired policy, not to the general public. 

f 



. . . 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler -3- June 9, 1976 

I believe that general public statements critical of 
Israel's foreign· or domestic policies are seized upon in 
this Country by those seeking to divide our legislature 
in its support for Israel and it weakens the effectiveness 
of the Presidents Conference in achieving its goals. 

Alex, I wish I could be more specific and I would very 
much enjoy meeting with you to discuss this further. 

I will be in Florida for the next ten days. After that, 
I will be in town for several weeks. 

Kindest personal regards. 

JS:dl JACOB STEIN 

f 



.June 8, 1976 

SCHINDLER SAYS AMERICAN JEWRY'S 
SUPPORT OF ISRAEL UNDIMINISHED 
DESPITE CRITICISM OF POLICIES 

NEW YORK, June 7 (JTA)--Rabbi Alexander 
M. Schindler, chairman of the Conference of • 
Presidents of Major American Jewish Organiza
tions, declared today that criticism of certain 
Israeli governmental:policies by American Jews 
in no way implies any diminution of their commit 
ment to Israel. "Let no one be mistaken and mis 
read our · occasional questioning of this or that 
Israeli governmental policy as disunity or weak
ness. We remain committed with our very lives, 
all of us, to Israel's survival in security and in 
peace," Schindler said. • 

He spoke at a farewell luncJ1eon .tendere.d ,by 
the Presidents Conference to retiring Undersec
retary of State Joseph J. Sicso. "Those differen
ces thai; dv e~ist a:mcr.g American Jews .about 
Israel's foreign policy are nowhere near as seri
ous as they are portrayed," Schindler stressed. 

· He took issue with the labeling of Jews as .• 
"doves" or "hawksH with respect to their views 
on Israeli policies. He said those terms were ~ 
throwback to the Vietnam War and "applied to the 
Middle -East, they evoke dangerous and misleadin 
comparisons.'' 

Dispute Is Over 'Kind Of Peace' 

Schindler observed, "I for one have never 
heard a Jewish 'hawk' demand that Damascus be 
levelled or that the harbor of Alexandria be 
mined. Nor have I heard any 'dove' question Is
rael's right to be. What divides the 'doves' and 
'hawks' on Israel is not the ultimate goal of peace 
but the kind of risks that should be taken to 
achieve that peace," Schindler said. 

-~ 0 The real issue 1.s not 'hawk' versus 'dove' b 
rather what is the 'quo' that Israel has the right 
to expect for its 'quid?' The debate of late has 
focussed on those territories that Israel should o 
should not surrender. But the essential ques
tions are thes t::: Vv'b.at kh,d of pee.ce will result 
from Israel's concessions? ls there to be a mere 
mouthing of phrases like 'the non-use of force' 
which in the final analysis means nothing at all? 
Or should that peace include opening of trade, 
travel and cultural contacts between Israel and 
her Arab neighbors as the foundation on which a 
just and lasting peace can be built?" Schindler 
asked. • 

He concluded, ''When the Arab states answer 
these questions, Israel and the world will know 
whether there will be a genuine peace in the Mid
dle East or the kind of 'peace' that the Muslims 
and Christians of Lebanon are enduring as Arab 
slaughters Arab." 



June 15, 1976 

Mr. Abraham Frank, Vice President 
Association of Orthodox Jewish Teachers 
5012 - 13th Avenue 
Brooklyn, New York 11219 

Dear Mr. Frank: 

Thank you very much for your letter of June 9 and the spirit 
of helpfulness which it reflects. That cause which evokes 
our concern requires help from every quarter and offers of 
help are always welcome. 

Let me also tell you at once that I share your high esti
mate of Malcolm Honlein. Although my association with him 
has not been close over the years I have always been very 
much impressed with his ability, so much so that when 
several months ago the Presidents' Conference determined to 
add another executive to its staff, to serve as associate to 
Mr. Hellman, I immediately contacted him to explore with him 
the possibility of bis fulfilling this important position. 
Unfortunately, he was so fully conmitted to his present posi
tion and some other possible developments on the New York 
Jewish scene we could not carry our discussion further. 

I must tell you, though, that despite the high regard which I 
have for him I do not begin to believe that the professional 
leadership of an organization, however effecient, is going to 
determine the course and success of its work. Objective factors 
come into play and I am afraid that Malcolm Honlein is a perfect 
case in point. The cause of Soviet Jewry, unhappily, is in 
serious disarray; there is a malaise in this field which pre
sently obtains and certainly the "bottom line" is saddening 
for the number of Jews who emerge from the Soviet Union to 
freedom and especially those who find their way from Russia 
to Israel and not to the flesh pots of America is steal'ily de
clining and makes us all weep. Please do not misunderstand this 
as a slur against Malcolm or anyone else for that matter chas v' 
chal61ah. All I really want to say is that there are factors 
which are at Jlay against which even a staff leader as talented 
as Malcolm cannot prevail. 



Mr. Abraham Frank 
June lS, 1976 
Page -2 .. 

Your letter suggests that you have a plan which can "resolve 
the present crisis in Jewish leadership." If you do, I am 
eager to meet with you and learn of it. I for one know full 
well that all wiadom does not reside with me and I need all 
the advice and help which I can possibly get. Accordiqf.y, I 
would very much like to get together with you to have the 
benefit of your ideas. Please be gooJ enough to call my 
associate, Mr. Yehuda Hellman. to seek a mutually convenient 
time to meet. I must non the possibility of an early meet
ing is dim for I will be leaving for the west coast in but a 
few days and leave almost dir&ctly on my return from the 
coast to meetings in Israel and I wanted to forewarn you of 
this schedule. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

cc: Mr. Yehuda Hellman 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler, Rabbi 
Chairman 
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Lillian Rottenstein 
Pearl Rosenblum 

Education lnttUult 
Helen klein 
Esther Fine,rone 

l,rael 
Marcel Weinberger 

Jtiolth Studlc, 

te:.i:~~~ Sorscher 
Memb,nhlp 

Brooklyn 
HelenWelu 
Sheelah Silberstein 

Bronx 
Simon Schlanger 
Martin Weinstein 

Manhattan 
,\deline Mandelbaum 
Ezra Fleischmann 

0UHftl 

Sarah Bildman 
David Goldkran11 

Staltn ltland 
Martin Friederwitz.er 

National MembtNhip 
Hyman Z. Cohen 

Olfic• 
Mordechai Pessin 
Avinoam Walles 

Political Action 
Louis Galinsky 
Dr. Bernice Brooks 

ProfeuH>nal Actioi0e1 
Leonard Foael 
Helen Garfinkel 

Publications 
Joshua Weinttein 
Julius Liebb 

Publicity 
Herman Keilson 
Kai Tuchman 

Rtllglou• Guldanct 
J. David lief! 
David Aberboch 

· !7/ssociafion oj Ori.hodox Jewish :Jeac.hers 
OF THE NEW YORk CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

5012 - 13th AVENUE 

Dr. Alexander Schindler , 
Conference of Presidents 
515 Park Avenue South 
New York , N.Y. 10001 

Dear Dr. Schindler: 

BROOKLYN, N. Y. 11219 
(lll) 436-1600 -I 

June 9 , 1976 

President 
of Nat'l Jewish Organizations 

The Association of Or thodox Jewish Teachers represents 
over 5,000 teachers and supervisors in the New York City 
public school system. Among its many projects is the only 
network of Jewish culture clubs in the public high schools. 

I take this opportunity to inform you that our members 
are becoming increasingly worried about the unprecedented 
drift in U.S. foreign policy and by unfair criticism and 
tainted journalism used by the nt\'S media which has veered 
somewhat away from its former strong support of Israel. Our 
concern is over the apparent inability of Jewish organizational 
leadership to make significant positive changes in this policy. 

We find it shocking to hear that Greek-Americans can 
succeed in curtailing U.S. aid to Turkey and the United 
Federation of Teachers in New York is able to get a legislative 
override of Gov. Carey's veto but National Jewish Organizational 
leadership, which is supposedly well-organized and high ly effec
tive, is unable to influence U.S. foreign policy toward greater 
support of Israel in its current political hour of need. 

In the case of the teachers' union , our members are kept 
closely infor med of the progress key bills · make in the New York 
legislature and at crucial moments all 150 , 000 teachers are urged 
to write , telephone and visit their legislators , participate in 
rallies , or take part in a cavalcade and descend upon Albany. 
We have yet to be urged to take similar action in behalf of Israel. 

The AOJT would like to recommend a possible solution to 
this problem. 

RetJrtd T eot htrt 
Louis Wald 
Samuel K. Tanenbaum 

Social 
Ru1h Stillman 

T Nthtr Grffuonct , legol 
MeierSaslow 
Melvin Steinhordl 

continued 

Tour, i T rautl 

~~~l l~ann 

w,,,.,. 
Dr. Fred Bohensky 
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June 9, 1976 
Dr. Alexander Schindler 

We have been impressed by the ability Mr. Malcolm Honlein of the 
New York Conference of Soviet Jewry in presenting the cause of Russian 
emigrants. He uses tact with professionalism and finesse. The news 
media continually focus on the plight of the unfortunate Jews who 
wish to leave or who remain in Russia. In contrast tw0 of New York 
City's major daily newspapers sympathize with the plight of the Arab 
refugees who wish to return to their homes. We are confident that 
if Mr. Honlein's talents were harnessed to serve the cause of Israel, 
or if the mandate of the New York Conference were broadened to 
include the defense of Israel, that government circles and the news 
media would quickly take positive action. 

We are not suggesting that this is the only solution. But we 
do feel that the present situation can not be allowed to continue 
and that something must be done to resolve the present crisis in 
Jewish leadership. 

We trust that the above will meet with your kind and careful 
consideration. With all good wishes for your continued success, I am, 

AF/rl 

Very sincerely yours, 

~F~ 
Abraham Frank 
Vice President 

P.S. Please let us know how the Akiva Clubs and their members can 
be of help to you. 



General Julius Klein 
35 Eitst Wacker Drive 
Chicago, Ill. 60601 

Dear General ne1n: 

June 10, 1976 

I fully agree With your assessment. I am absolutely eoirri.nced that the matter of economics is crucia h re and I have pushed this view bO within and ,-,ithout the Pres:i.dl.lnta' Conference, to the tter of energy au issu of central concern for the American Jewish comnmity in its ef or.ts to achieve continu.1.n,a V. s. support for Ierae,1. As I have often stated in pu Uc and private tnterviewa, one of my nightmares ta that 1so.ooo Jews and friends of Iara.el will de1110Utrate before The White Bouse and 10 representatives of industry and finance will walk through one of the side oors of The White How,e and counter ... balance our appeal on moral grounds with a warning that by heeding this ap-peal Amen.ca' 1 ocooom!c health will diminish. I struclt a somewhat mor balanced tone in this particular article for ea1 ntia11.y two raaaons: a) political. and moral efforts cannot be escbewedJ!.while not our most potent force. it ia nonetheless not 1naignificant in retaining the good will of the vast majority o America's people. b) Beeauae I do not want to be too gloomy in adc!reasing a re general audience lest they say ''how in lteaven'a name cttn ,:m fight 70 billion olla.rs, ar lost." and then~' words '-'Cone a s lf fulfilling prophecy. 

I hnvc atal>U. bed a Task Forc-.e within th Presidents' Conference o make the entire energy picture a force of its eoncern and certainly I would welcome your helpfulness in directing t'lle attention of Jewish organi:ationa, and in particular the JWV, to the taak of eMNf.aing pressure in an area which mat11 couider at,aneous to Jewish inte.rest. -ro uit: the entire economic picture vitb. 411 of ita manifold need• of furtharing a program of emrgy couervatton, incentives in domestic production of 011, a diminUtlOn of ~rte of oil, a greater purchue of importa from non-Arab countries and a !intensive progra of developmet of alternative iourcea of energy. 

I appreciate your comnents aocl your eoncern very 'mtlch. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander ~. Schindler 

cc: Mr. Yehuda Hellman 



HA' ARETZ 

JEWISH POWER IN THE U.S. TODAY 

The Presidents Conference Adopts a Moderate Tone Tm-1ards Future Struggles 

Many intellectuals think that the "Yorn Kippur War" has not only c·hanged cease-fire 
borders in the Middle East, but also the status of Jews in American society. 
Professor Arthur Hertzberg has been since 1974, of the opinion that the results of 
the war increased both the scepticism and the obligation which U.S. Jews feel 
towards Israel. Israel Miller, the previous chairman of the Presidents Conference, 
was criticized for frequently "obeying" recommendations which originated in 
Jerusalem during his term of office. Miller, who was aware of this, had his reasons: 
the problems facing Israel are too complex and intricate for him to take the 
responsiblity upon himself and ignore the solutions offered by ·the government in 
Jerusalem. His successor, Alex Schindler, attempts to lead the Presidents Conference 
into forming an independent position which will · transform the united organization of 
American Jewry into an equal partner in policy formulation towards the U.S. The 
most picturesque and inclusive is proably the definition of Nathan Glazer, the 
philosopher. He claims that when American Jews come to ask their Christian neighbors 
to support the safe existence of Israel they resemble 11 a man exposed to the wind. 11 

i do not know"how many of those versions actually represent the .condition of A~~r~c~~ •
Jewry. This state, full of contradictions, has experienced an endless number of 
generalized definitions, all of which disintegrated without leaving a trace. Often, 
he who speaks of a 11 United-Nation 11 does not represent more than a few millions who 
still salute the stars and stripes. Whoever claims that he knows what 11 all-America 11 

is thinking voices only the opinion of a few thousand intellectuals, politically 
oriented, who lived along the eastern coast of the U.S. and pretend to evaluate the 
position and strength of America's Jewry, even if they relate only to its establishment 
sectors and find themselves dealing with misleading generalizations. 

Misleading Generalizations 

Maping the Jewish forces in the U.S encounters many diffiulties in evaluation. 
Without sophisticated tools which may clear up the situation, it can be al~Jst 
simultaneously debated that they are getting constantly stronger and that have now 
reached a peak, from which they are bound to decline. Recently I have listed some 
Jewish 11 facts 11

, in chronological order of occurance, only to discover that they 
contradict one another, like a list made by a damaged modern calculator. 

* In the elections headquarters of Senator Birch Bayh, who in the meantime has 
withdrawn from the Democratic race, I have found only Jewish campaigners, a strong 
indication of their known tendency to influence politics from "behind the screen." 
In Jimmy Carter's campaign organization, I saw a list on the wall giving the names 
of campaign activists through the U. S. Although Carter is apparently the Democratic 
candidate most detached from the Jews, many of the listed names were Lifschitz, Segal 
and Mandelbaum, etc. 

The Agressive Lobby 

* More Senators and members of the House complain that the Jewish "lobby" is 
aggressive, arm-twisting and unpleasant. It presses and demands. Believes in power, 
noise and shows of strength. Gone is the modesty which characterized it in the past. 
They wonder whether this is a new tactic agreed upon by the heads of organizations. 



It is difficult to know, but there are doubtless signs of uncomfortable dissatisfaction 
in the Congress in reaction to the activities of the Jewish "lobby." 

* • In New York, Jewish architects are being avoided. Companies with Jewish names 
don't mention these names in the telephone (book) because the fat contracts are divided 
among architectural firms representing the Arab countries. Names of Jewish architects 
don't help in getting those projects. What is new and worrying is that many Jews prefer 
to let the affair pass quietly. They take monitary compensations or are satisfied with 
a mr-e modest assignment only to avoid a scandal. The Village Voice, which exposed 
the facts, explains that its cboice of investigating architecture was coincidental. 
When reading the report, an Israeli tourist said that during his visits to the U.S. 
he had heard of a number of enterprises which received large orders from Arab countries 
who literally purchase all they produce. Jewish salesmeD who were previously employed 
by those manufacturers have quietly disappeared. 

* Twenty-two giant corporations have given their obligation to the American Jewish 
Congress that they will not yield to the Arab boycott. But hundreds and maybe thousands 
of companies have complied with the conditions of the boycott. Some of the companies 
justify their compliance in the duty to respect the laws of countries in which Ameri
cans wish to develop their businesses. One of the large corporations, which was 
brought to trial, did not deny that it gave in to Arab boycott conditions. It ·claimed 
that yield to the Arabs is not considered a felony according to American law . . 
Three months ago, when he entered his office as chairman of the Presidents Conference, 
Alex Schindler, leader of the Reform movement, granted an exclusive interview to 
Ha-aretz in which two arguments were emphasizes: American Jewry has to formulate an 
independent policy, without blinding obedience to Jerusalem, in an effort to encourage 
the dialogue with Israel. In another topic, he trusts the support of the American 
publice for Israel, but is apprehensive about Arab money entering the U.S. economy. 
This money has a negative influence on the attitude of the business world to the 
Middle Eastern conflict. This new reality limits U.S. Jewry. 

On the following day, after the interview was copied all over the world, there were 
requests to Schindler to deny, to explain, to correct the statements, which might have 
been taken out of context. He refused. Some clerks in Jerusalem toyed with the 
presumption that the new leader wants to enter into office with the public rumble and 
that this excitement will subside shortly. 

But approximately two weeks ago, both Schindler and his political advisor, Yehuda 
Hellman, were called to Israel. The Prime Minister, Itzhak Rabin, has heard (of) 
the conmunique from him. If a clear conflict of interests will be formed between the 
United States and Israel, American Jewry wiii not be able to change the White House 
and State Department attitude. 

It could not be inferred from him that American Jews' strength has vanished but rather 
that Schindler chose to put them in the right perspective. It seems that many Israelis 
see only the great strength of the Jewish "lobby"., and deliberately ignore the argument 
that even an inmense power has distinct limitations. A senior person on the Capitol 
Hill has told me that awhile ago that the Jewish "lobby" forgets sometimes that the 
U.S.A. is a Christian society. A bold show of strength is foreign to its. mentality. 

Cold Meeting 

In the Presidents Conference a different attitude is emphasized. There is an awareness 
of the Jewish voters powers, yet it is evident that the leaders have some misgivings 
about the unplanned and excessive manner in which it is used. The most eminent recent 
example for it is the cold meeting between the President·and Jewish leaders who came 
to protest the sale of six cnrgo planes to Egypt. Not only did the Jews leave empt.Y 



handed, but it was also largely publicized. This harmed the prestige of the Presidents Conference. In order to repair it, Schindler tries now the restrained style as a political method. 

The voice of the Jewish forces is often heard now. From the "lobby" in Washington, there is a strong, 1 oud voice, 1,hi 1 e from the presidents Conference in New York there comes a more moderate tone. Both voices help to understand the Jewish forces in the United States for the difficult struggle awaiting us on the morfow of the November, 1976 presidential election. 
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Dear Alex, 

P. 0. B. 23130 .1 .n 
TEL . 239587 .'111 

April 16th 1976 

I was extremely pleased to receive your letter of the 
6th which reflects some of your recent experiences in Israel. 

Let me befin with the last part of your letter and 
attempt an assessment of your visit. Having had occasion to 

• 

hear many views on this subject,I would summarise it as follows; 

(a)To many Israelis,your style of action represented a 
novel and welcome phenomenon, particularly your policy of extending 
your contacts beyond officialdom and politicians. It is an 
innovation worth pursuing and intensifying. 

(b) Ypu have injected a new line of political thinking, 
i.e. that u.s. Jewry is not omnipotent,that important as its 
influence may be,it is limited,and that its efficacy is confined 
to its functioning within the broad framework of the American 
national interest. I used the word "initiated" advisedly,for it is 
a mere beginning,and therj:rore, much more will have to done to make 
Israeli public opinion fully grasp the signifi€ance of this point. 
Only then will our public opinion be able to evolve a realistic and 
sober approach to the grave problems facing this country. 

(c)Your utterances have made some thoughtful Israelis 
realize, that Israel must choose very judiciously the issues on 
which it seeks the support of u.s. Jewry in its confrontation 
with Wahington. 

These points , I believe, sum up the results of your first 
visit to Israel in your capacity as President of C.P.M.J.o. What 
neither the Israeli leadership nor public opinion have so far 
comprehended,was that it is incumbent on the Israelis to hold frank 
and meaningful consultations with the spokesmen of U.S.Jewry,prior to 
s ,.unmoning then to public action; this will not be an easy "educational" 
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task. It must,however, be done.It their p resent moo d ,the reluctance 

and even resistance of the Israeli leaders can be overcome. This is 

a unique opportunity of initiating a consbructive and meaningful 

dialogue between the two great Jewries of today,which is long overdue. 

And now a few remarks concerning the wider ssene which 11ou 

have found "not to be trouble free". This scene, as you realize, 

embraces many facets of our national life and it exhibits even to 

the inexperienced observer, certain negative ingredients,which make 

many people here depressed and even despondent. These negative 

ingredients have developed• over a long period; they merely now come to 

the fore. It is this broader seene that u.s. Jewry has preferred to 

ignore,and raither than incur the displeasure of the Israeli establish

ment,it chose to remain silent on issues and developments which it 

would not tolerate in t h e U.S. This was a grave disservice to Israel. 

By WaY of illustration,I will cite a recent utterance by 

Ambassador Toon,which Israeli officialaon resented, but many Israelis 

felt was proper and warranted. He called upon the Israelis to work 

harder to reduce their depemdence o~ the u.s. It was indeed a pity that 

such an ajpeal was not issued by U.S.Jewry; it was their duty to tell 

this unpleasant truth to their brethren in Israel. What is plaguing 

Issael is not so much the social gap- but a major malaise afflicting 

us-the loss of the work ethic,very much the malaise afflicting 

England todaY• US Jwwry should have reminded the Israelis that unless 

begin to treat work seriously,eradicate mass parasitism and make 

effort and productivity a hational priority,the resultant situation will 

be graver than the external menaces. Without a move in this direction 

it will be difficult to either raise the natimnal moral nor to 

strenthen national cohesion. Such a move,I believe, would not be 

resented even by the Israeli establshment. 
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I cited the decline of the work ethich as an illustration, 
one of several,aspects of our national life that need be remedied, 
painful as t he proce s s may be. On all of t h ese issues,u.s. Jewry 
has not only the right,but owes a duty to speak up in a friendly 
and constructive manner, to be sure. Their views on crucial internal 
issues will not be ignored; they will,I am sure, carry greater 
weight than the exhortations of our leaders. The leaders of Israel 
are not in a position to day to ignore external Jewish criticism; 
unlike in the past,they are not now immune to views expressed 
by the s p okesmen for t h e Di~spora. 

The present predicament and t h e growing dependence on t h e 
Diasp ora seem to indicate t hat the stage is rip e for the kind 
of dialogue whic h you have,in you own way,initiated on your last 
visit in Israel,from which,there may gradually evolve that partnership 
to which Israel has,so far,paid lip service,but which, i~ f a ct,has 
been a one way traffic,where U.S. Jewry has pliantly and uncritically 
accep ted Israeli policies and practices,whether in the domainm~ of 
foreign or of domestic affairs. The initiative towards a new 
development must obviously come from the U.S,and you have made a 
beginning in the direction of taking a more comprehensive view of 
Israeli external and intern al realities. The furt h er pursuit of a 
new p olicy dalls,of course,for careful planning,including the choice 
of issue to be put on the public agenda. 

I have written a longer letter than I had intended.I felt, 
however,that time and circumstances have placed you in a position, 
or rather have afforded you t h e unique opportunity of inLtiating 
a new departure of historic dimensions in the relationshipidmrtlmlBlllll 
between Israel and U.S.Jewry. 

With warmest regards to you and Rhea, 

Cordially, 

j.L-
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April 27, 1976 

FROM: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman 

TO: Presidents of Constituent Organizations 

During my recent visit to Israel in behalf of the 
Presidents' Conference, I asked a member of the 
Knesset to give me an honest evaluation of my 
meetings in Israel. I am enclosing herewith a 
copy of his response which I believe will be of 
interest to you. 

I call your particular attention to the latter 
paragraphs, especially in light of the discussion 
we had the other day as to whether the Presidents' 
Conference should or should not express views on 
Israeli internal matters. 

Cordial greetings. 

Encl. 

\ 



Letter to Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler from member of the Knesset 

April 16, 1976 

I was extremely pleased to receive your letter of the 6th which reflects some 
of your recent experiences in Israel. 

Let me begin with the last part of your letter and attempt an assessment of your 
visit. Having had occasion to hear many views on this subject, I would summarize 
it as follows: 

a) To many Israelis, your style of action represented a novel and welcome phenom
enon, particularly your policy oI extending your contacts beyond officialdom and 
politicians. It is an innovation worth pursuing and intensifying. 

b) You have injected a new line of political thinking, i.e. that U.S. Jewry is 
not omnipotent, that important as its influence may be, it is limited, and that 
its efficacy is confined to its functioning within the broad framework of the 
American national interest. I used the word •~nitiated'' advisedly, for it is a 
mere beginning, and therefore, much more will have to be done to make Israeli 
public opinion fully grasp the significance of this point. Only then will our 
public opinion be able to evolve a realistic and sober approach to the grave pro
blems facing this country. 

c) Your utterances have made some thoughtful Israelis realize, that Israel must 
choose very judiciously the issues on which it seeks the support of U.S. Jewry 
in its confrontation with Washington. 

These points, I believe, sum up the results of your first visit to Israel in 
your capacity as President of C.P.M.J.0. What neither the Israeli leadership nor 
public opinion have so far comprehended, was that it is incumbent on the Israelis 
to hold frank and meaningful consultations with the spokesmen of U.S. Jewry, prior 
to summoning then to public action; this will not be an easy "educational" task. 
It must, h0wever, be done. In their present mood, the reluctance and even resis
tance of the Israeli leaders can be overcome. This is a unique opportunity of 
initiating a constructive and meaningful dialogue between the two great Jewries 
of today, which is long overdue. 

And now a few remarks concerning the wider scene which you have found "not to be 
trouble free." This scene, as you realize, embraces many facets of our national 
life and it exhibits even to the inexperienced observer, certain negative in
gredients, which make many people here depressed and even despondent. These 
negative ingredients have developed over a long period; they merely now come to 
the fore. It is this broader scene that U.S. Jewry has preferred to ignore, and 
rather than incur the displeasure of the Israeli establishment, it chose to remain 
silent on issues and developments which it would not tolerate in the U.S. This 

was a grave disservice to Israel. 
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By way of illustration, I will cite a recent utterance by Ambassador Toon, 
which Israeli officialdom resented, but many Israelis felt was proper and 
warranted. He called upon the Israelis to work harder to reduce their de
pendence on the U.S. It was indeed a pity that such an appeal was not 
issued by U.S. Jewry; it was their duty to tell t his unpleasant truth to their 
brethren in Israel. What is plaguing Israel is not so much the social gap 
-- but a major malaise afflicting us -- the loss of the work ethic, very much 
the malaise afflicting England today. U.S. Jewry should have reminded the 
Israelis that unless they begin to treat work seriously, eradicate mass par
asitism and make effort and productivity a national priority, the resultant 
situation will be graver than the external menaces. Without a move in this 
direction it will be difficult to either raise the national moral nor to 
strengthen national cohesion. Such a move, I believe, would not be resented 
even by the Israeli establishment. 

I cited the decline of the work ethic as an illustration, one of several 
aspects of our national life that need be remedied, painful as the process may 
be. On all of these issues, U.S. Jewry has not only the right, but owes a duty 
to speak up in a friendly and constructive manner, to be sure. Their views on 
crucial internal issues will not be ignored; they will, I am sure, carry greater 
weight than the exhortations of our leaders. The leaders of Israel are not in 
a position toda y to ignore external Jewish criticism; unlike in the past, they 
are not now immune to views expressed by the spokesmen for the Diaspora. 

The present predicament and the growing dependence on the Diaspora seem to indi
cate that the stage is ripe for the kind of dialogue which you have, in your 
own way, initiated on your last visit in Israel, from which, there may gradually 
evolve that partnership to which Israel has, so far, paid lip service, but which, 
in fact, has been a one way traffic, where U.S. Jewry has pliantly and uncritically 
accepted Israeli policies and practices, whether in the domain of foreign or of 
domestic affairs. The initiative towards a new development must obviously come 
from the U.S., and you have made a beginning in the direction of taking a more 
comprehensive view of Israeli external and internal realities. The further pur
suit of a new policy calls, of course, for careful planning, including the choice 
of issue to be put on the public agenda. 

I have written a longer letter than I had intended. I felt, however, that time 
and circumstances have placed you in a position, or rather have afforded you the 
unique opportunity of initiating a new departure of historic dimensions in the 
relationship between Israel and U.S. Jewry. 



Mr. Zvi Ephron 
Reche;v Feiveli 13 
Tel-Aviv, tsrael 

Dei;tr Zvi: 

April 6, 1976 

I am deeply grateful to you for your many kindnesses to me. 
And :t want to thank you a.ud your lovely wife for yQur most 
warm and &+acious hoopitality. 

My conv~rsetion with Sharon was ~tremely interesting, His 
well conceived position, ·which he articulates well, is one 
with which I have a probl,em but only because I deem it to 
be really u11re.:..listic in terms of th present geo-political 
facts. But that does not mean tlu.\t I underestitnat~ the 
S$riousn~as of his view nor do I underestimate th~ worth 
it Ghould ba given by the Jewish people in weighing its 
opttons. 

I surely need not tell you how terrible I feel about my re
action to Ezer Weizma.n's pronouncements. lf I had only been 
a little less tired my guard would b4ve been up and I wo\lld 
probably have chosen to ignore the com.uents. I had gone 
without sleep for two or th~ee nights and was totally ex
hausted and thus my reaction. 

I was not really angry at Ezez-, I hav·e .someone very much 
like him on my staff, a kind of ~nfant terrible who often 
speaks not only impulsively but with a desire tc, shock. But 
it is true that the attitude which Ezer reflected is not 
absent £~om Israel.oon the contrary it may well be the pre~ 
dominant view and :Lt does no one any good. 

The only thing I really feel terrible about is not my having 
answered Ezer but because my response kind of put a pall over 
the spirit which you and your wife ttied to c~eate, ,._of which 
I was most aware and fo"t which I am moat grateful. 

With warmest rega~ds to you both, I am 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 



S.Z. Abramov, M.K. 
P.O. Box 231.30 
Tel-Aviv, Israel 

Dear Zalman: 

April 6, 1976 

It was wonderful to see you; it always is a joy to me 
to b. with you. But I am sorry that both the message 
which I brought and tho spirit which I found were not 
exactly trouble-free. 

The backward glance of the past Bevaral days has not 
diminished m'/ pe~ception that something must be done 
about giving greate~ coluisivenesa and unity both to 
the program and to the leadership of the government. 
If there is anything at 11 I can do, in your judgment, 
to help in this process do let me know. I will be 
grateful for your advice and more than willing to be 
of aid. 

I would al o ask that you give me your honest assess
ment and since I trust your judgment very much I ask 
that you 110t mine words in responding to me. I am 
eager to have your open opinion. 

Rhea j~ina me in sending fondest regards. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 



February U, .1976 

Ilia Exulle:acy, 'l'be Ilr•l .bbaa1adoi: Simcha Dlllitz 
Embaa■y of Iarael 
1621 22nd Stre4t 1 Northweat 
Waahiagton, D.C. 20008 

Deal" Simcha1 

Enclosed i1 a copy of oui- letter to ~ident Ford, 
It waa hand dellvend to David Lls•y and .Joe Sileo. 

I ·hope you are feelf.na better. 

With warmaet regards from house to house. I am 

Babb1 Alexander M. Sehindlei
Chatrman 

Encl. 

f 

J 

I' 



515 PARK AVENUE 

CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 

OF MAJOR 

AMERICAN JEVVISH ORGANIZATIONS 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 1 O(U2 

Plaza 2-1616 

- AFFILIAT£D ORGANIZATIONS: 

American ls,ael Public 

Affairs Committee 

American Jewish Congress 

American Mizrachi Women 's 

Organization 

AmeriQn Zion ist Federation 

Anti-Defamation league 

B'nai B'rith 

B'nai B'rith Women 

Bnai Zion 

Central Conference of 

American Rabbis 

Council of Jewish Federations 

and Welfare Funds (observer) 

H1da.ssah 

Jewish Labor Committee 

Jewish Reconstructionist 

foundation 

Jewish \Var Veterans 

of the U.SA 

labor Zionist Alliance 

Mizrachi-Hapoel Hamizrach i 

National Committee for 

labor Israel, Inc. 

National Council of 

Jewish Women 

National Council of 

Young Israel 

National federation of 

Temple Sisterhoods 

National Jewish Community 

Relations Advisory Council 

National Jewish Welfare Board 

North American Jewish 

Youth Council 

Fioneci \V.::men 

The Rabbinical Assembly 

Rabbinical Council of America 

Union of A~erican Hebrew 

Congregations 

Union of O rthodox Jewish 

Congr~gations of Amcric.i 

United Synagogue of America 

Women's Americ.1n ORT 

Women's league for 

Conserv.1t1ve Judaism 

World Zionist Or~miution 

Ameriun Sec11on, Inc. 

Zionist Org.1niuhon of America 

The President 

The White House 

Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

uble Address: COJOGRA 

February 11, 1976 

I -write to convey to you our Conference's grave concern 

vitb the reports given wide circulation in the public 

press that the administration is giving serious 

consideration, indeed, is about to reach a decision on 

a program of arms aid and sales to Egypt. 

As you know, we have been understanding of and sympa

thetic with the general thrust of American foreign policy 

which seeks to strengthen the moderate forces in the Arab 

world and vhich has been so successful in drawing Egypt 

more closely into the orbit of U.S. influence. As a 

consequence, we have accepted and even supported the 

granting of extensive economic aid to Egypt. Not only is 

this wise, but it is also morally right. 

But the sale of arms to Egypt is another matter in its 

entirety. 

To begin with, ve see no justifiable need for such aid. 

Egypt, even now, and thanks to the lavish rearmament 

program of the U.S.S.R., enjoys a vast superiority in 

arms and personnel over Israel. Does Egypt really need 

more military equipment? Does it stand u.~der the threat 

of imminent attack? In a word, we fear that such sales 

to Egypt will only further impair that tenuous balance of 

power which presently obtains and which is the necessary 

precondition of peace. Military supplies for Eeypt must 

be seen in the context of the a..-rns which are supplied to 

Syria, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and a host of other Arab 

cou.~tries from a variety of sources. 

Moreover, the e::iq:,erience of the past has taught America 

that once such arms·. are dispatched, their disposition can 

never really be restrained, all promises to the contrary 

notwithstanding. No one can be certain where this 

equipment will be sent or how it will ultimately be used. 

All effective A.~erican control might well be lost. 

""'1!·--- ·• .. ,. • .. , . ., · -.· ·•· .......,...~ 
' 

I 



' .. 
uJ ..... • ... .... . , 

These, then, are some of the reasons among others 

which give ri se to our concerns, and we would much 

appreciate your thoughtful response to them. 

Again, we have no objection in principle to economic 

aid, and I write even from the more personal experience 

of a recent lengthy journey through that land. What 

Egypt needs are tractors and not tanks; what its people 

desperately need and want is bread and not more bullets. 

AMS:arf 

Very sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Chairman 

A 
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