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with an Israel ;fthout Israelis . Some Arabs 
would accept (after another sneak war without. 
an eternal vigilance t-y the Israelis), to use what­
ever Israelis remaining, to once again make 
bricks out of straw for them. It would seem then 
that neither the defeatists or the Arabs have 
learned two facts of life, namely, it cannot and 
will not happen. 

Samuel H. Schwalb 

Hamizrachi Women 
Dear Editor: 

In answer to the letter of Rochelle Charles in 
the May issue of The Jewish Week, I am de­
lighted to inform you that there is a Religious 
Women's Organization, the Hapoel Hamizrachi 
Women, which is involved in the total life of 
Israel on every level and which cares about all of 
the children everywhere through its unique sys­
tem of nurseries, kindergartens, day care cen­
ters, vocational training schools throughout the 
length and breadth of Israel. 

This organization is affiliated with the Na­
tional Religious Women's Organization in Is­
rael. it is also part of a world movement known 
as Emuna with similar ideals and ideologies 
composed of tens of thousands of Religious 
Zionist women in many countries throughout the 
world. 

We have influenced thousands of children 
who have played a vital part in the religious 
Zionist character of the States. 

We invite Rochelle Charles and all who feel 
the same as she does to join our organization . 
Call (212) 564-9045, and information will be 
sent to you. 

Sara Ain Flascher 
Chevrona Chapter 

Hapoel Hamizrachi Women's Org. 

Resents Carter dicta 
Dear Editor: 

Your statement in the current issue of The 
Jewish Week was well put when you said that 
' 'the Jews of America must remember ... that 
their support belongs to all the people of Israel , 
not to any one party or combination of parties. '' 
Why, oh why, are the American Jewish leaders 
so silent when Carter makes false statements at a 
press conference to the effect that Israel must 
permit a Palestinian State in the West Bank; 
compensate the Arabs for properties in Israel­
held territory, etc. On! Ambassador Simcha 
Dinitz after his co,pti~;;;::;;~ Vance denie 
that Cart 's sta utions of e 
U.N. S urity ncil. Why di 't the Co er-
ence o Maj Organizations peak up? y 

• didn't e he from the late es· e s of 
the erican wis ngress, e B d of 

s Rabbis, the Zionist organizatio who speak so 
"beautifully" at conferences? Does this once 

f again show the ineffective qu ity of our Jewish 
leadership. Even one of our avorite columnists 

- in The Jewish Week de ared this week on 
- Page 17' that Carter "wil undoubtedly put the 

'squeeze' on the Jews wi regard to the Pales­
It tinians, the West Bank d the Golan Heights . 
- (sic!)" But, please Mr Carter save Jerusalem 

for the Jews! This i reminiscent of Rabbi 
f Jochanan ben Zacai' s lea to the Roman em­
- peror in the First Cent ry. "You may take all of 
ti the state but leave e city of Yavneh ! " 

l
~I It appears Menahem Beigin shows 

"Ahavat Yisr "Ahavat Eretz Israel!" 
will soften in due time -

brethren in Israel. 
soi.can Jewry take 

,tions clear to 
more and 

bulwark against Arab designs for the destruction 
of . Israel, be they outright wars or 
"Palestinian" -guised subversion, it is Israel's 
national will to assert sovereignty over that ter­
ritory in the Middle East which is legally and 
historically the Jewish homeland of Eretz Yis­
rael. That is the basic reality which is the first' 
step toward achieving the peace of Jerusalem. 

Let not American Jewry fear an uncom­
promising Israel. Israel has shown us that the(; 
desire strong and firm leadership to guide them 
at this time. The drift of the past ten years will 
soon be countered and.a misinformed public will 
be set right . Jerusalem's Peace depends on our 
own combined inner resolve . We dare not 
weaken that truth which is our might. 

Yisrael Winkelman Medad 

Outraged by pressure 
( 

Dear Editor: 

The silence of the organized American Jewish 
community continues, in the face of expliciJ 
pressure on Israel by the American government. 

But now President Carter wants e en more. 
Using the election in Israel as a pre xt , he ex­
pects "Jewish Americans" to joi him in put­
ting pressure on the Israelis w n Menachem 
Beigin visits here . (Carter Pr s Confe~ence, 
May 26.) 

Where are the cries of outr ge fro the Amer­
ican Jewish leaders? Whe is th large-scale 
mobilization of the Amer" an Jew· h commun­
ity which is now require . Where s the call for 
public demonstrations Jews ainst the im­
moral policies of appe sem nt 
ernment? 

Are we so intimi ated by our own govern­
ment, or so convin ed of our own political im­
potence, that we c do nothing more than sit in 
silence, and regar that as an act of courage or 
of pruden e? 

Our ene • es sf I want to destroy us , and their 
chances of s ce ing are stronger now than at 
any time since Holocaust. 

Isn't now the time for the American Jewish 
community to act? 

It still may not be too late. 
Rabbi Hillel A. Cohen 

Subservience to Saudis 
Dear Editor: , 

The Saudi Arabian Foreign Minister appeared 
on ABC television yesterday (Sunday). As 
usual, the interviewers treated im as if they 
were subjects of that absolute onarchy, rather 
than free American citizens d representatives 
of a craft which is suppo d to ascertain and 
promulgate the truth at all osts . They were very 
concerned about an oil e bargo - perhaps they 
thought one would be declared on the spot if 
they displeased His cellency. 

If one doesn't ber ve that truth is an absolute 
value, there are pra ical reasons for objecting to-. 
this kind of cond t. I list a few: 

- It destroys e networks' pretensions to the 
First Amendmen • protections. 

- It helps mi ead the American public about ~ 

the true nature f the Saudi government, the . 
problem pea in the Middle East, and the , 
economic e ical problems created by acts 
of the oil cart . 

- It aggravates the Saudis' already oppres­
sive self-righteousness. 

Arthur H. Kahn 
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WEEK ENDING: 5/18/77 Editor: W.A. "John" Johnson 

U.S. FORCES IN TROUBLE 

Vol. 3, No. 30 

The Soviet Union could cross the Iron Curtain today and conquer 
Western Europe in 2 weeks, barreling over an underequipped, undermanned, 
and ill-trained United States force, said Gen. (Ret.) Lewis w. Walt, the 
man who led the first U.S. Marines into combat in Viet Nam. 

In an interview on the state of the United States' military forces, 
Walt, known as "the marines' marine,'' said the country's military leaders 
are not telling Congress and the people the truth about the poor condi­
tions of America's armed forces. 

Walt, who says he has been on the front lines as much as any living 
marine, retired in 1971 with a reputation among his troops as the general 
who walked, talked, and fought with them on the front lines of three 
wars. 

He is now a consultant to the Army and Navy, is briefed regularly 
by the Pentagon, and is privy to classified documents. But Walt says 
he came to his conclusion about U.S. military capabilities by "talking 
to the troops, seeing what their job is, and their capabilities to do 
it." 

Following is an edited transcript of The Chicago Tribune's interview 
with Walt: 

Q. Do you think the all-volunteer concept and the so-called total 
force concept of the U.S. armed forces is working? 

A. No. And the thing that hurts us the most in the long run is the 
National Guard and the reserves. They are literally -- I hate to use 
the word shambles -- a total disaster because of a lack of training, a 
lack of materiel, and, most of all, a lack of people. We're just not 
getting enough people. The reserves are so important and they're so 
cheap, at one-fifth the cost of regular forces. 

Q. The reserve and National Guard are supposed to be the backup 
part of the total force, but do you think the active Volunteer Force 
concept is working? 

A. No. Definitely not. I think it is so wrong for our services 
to try to fool the public. Doggone it. Some of the higher-ups don't 
care for me for this reason, but why don't they come out and tell the 
truth? How can they expect to get their backing? How can they expect 
to get Congress' backing? 

Q. What is the truth, as you see it? 
A. First of all we're not getting the kind of people in the armed 

forces we need. At the time when we got to the all-volunteer forces, 
weapons sophistication increased and sophistication of personnel went 
down. 

Q. But the services say their Gis are smarter and better trained 
than ever. 
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A. That's not true. I have been to those bases and have been 
measuring the troops and talking to them, seeing what their jobs are, for 
4 years. They don't have the capabilities. We're putting 60¢ on a 
dollar into recruiting, bonuses, nice barracks, and conveniences. And 
discipline is going down. They're not training them the way they used 
to. I'm telling you what the generals are telling me. The people who 
know. 

Q. Do you think the American troops are ready to defend an attack, 
for instance, in Western Europe? 

A. In my best opinion -- and I've made a study of the Western Europe 
situation -- the Soviet Union has the military capability to take Western 
Europe in 14 days. I don't think they will now, because of China. But 
with the lack of vehicles and the lack of tanks we have there, our 
capabilities to defend are extremely limited. We are terribly out-num­
bered and, in fact, we don't have enough trucks over there to carry the 
ammunition up to the guns. Furthermore, I saw all the Russian vehicles 
captured by the Israelis and I was amazed. All of their battle vehicles 
were prepared to fight on an atomic battlefield or a chemical battlefield. 
(The general said Soviet tanks, amphibious vehicles, and armored per­
sonnel carriers, have a ventilation and life support system to protect 
troops in the event of such battles.) We have nothing like that. We 
are not prepared to fight on an atomic or a chemical battlefield. 

Q. Do you think the combat-ready divisions in the states could get 
to Europe in time to help? 

A. Of course not. I've been very close to Reforger (Operation 
Reforger, an annual NATO maneuver in which an American division is air­
lifted to Germany) and in my estimation is has never proven to me it 
could stop a Soviet attack. 

Q. Why do you think people are ignoring your warnings? 
A. People think that when the time comes we'll be alerted and be 

able to build up in Europe. Well, we won't have time to get built up. 
The world is too small now. The advantage the Soviets have is that they 
maneuver on the western border all the time with 135 divisions. They 
could mass on one front and break right through. Furthermore, they con­
trol the seas. We couldn't resupply or reinforce. 

Q. Is a draft the solution? And how could the draft be brought 
back in the present political climate? 

A. In the first place, if you had a draft, what would it amount to? 
With the President's amnesty they would say "if they got away with it, 
why can't I?" The country has to talk up the military to our young people 
instead of talking it down. This is what killed the all-volunteer con­
cept, the attitude of the American people since Viet Nam. The only way 
it will work is to turn the people around. 

Q. Do you think people would join the reserves out of a sense of 
patriotism? 

A. I think so. I've got a lot of faith in the young people of today, 
if they are given proper leadership. 

Q. What are your thoughts about unions and the military? 
A. I don't think it would be a good thing for the military. But I 

can understand the people who are looking toward it as a possible solution 
to some of the problems they are having in the military ..... . 

Q. How is morale in the armed forces? 
A. Not good. And Mr. Carter's declaration of amnesty will undoubted­

ly lower the morale, fighting spirit, and dependability of men in our 
fighting forces. Why should they risk their lives when others have found 
a way out? I believe that what he has done to placate a few thousand 
disloyal, unpatriotic, infidel law breakers, as a result of bad advice 
and pressure from pressure groups, has done a great irreparable damage 
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to our country now and in the future. 
4) 

(Chicago Tribune, 5/9/77, sec 1, p. 

DIGEST OPINION: It's been some time since we allowed our lead 
article to exceed 2 pages. But the comments of General Walt are 
astounding. He flatly says "We can't defend Europe." H~ says 
the Soviets control the seas so we can't resupply or reinforce. 
The air-lift-to-Europe-idea is no good, he says. The Digest has 
pointed out in previous articles that it would take a minimum of 
24 hours for our NATO forces to get permission to shoot back at 
the Soviets if they did start something. And in at least one instance, 
it would take some 14 hours to get to the ammunition bunker to get 
the ammo needed once permission was received to "fire at will!" 
Was Gen. Walt contacted by the major TV networks to offer his 
analysis of our situation? Did the New York Times or Washington 
Post interview the man? And General Walt did not mention the 
survey taken at Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio, Texas. 
Recruits were asked a number of questions and their answers were 
published in a report titled "Basic Airmen's Values and Perceptions 
of Society -- 1976." Asked whether, given a choice, they would 
evacuate a base under attack or stay and fight, only 49% of the 
recruits said they would fight. The other 51% either said they 
would run or they weren't sure what they would do. And 37% said 
they wouldn't have joined the service at all if the country were 
at war! Now, add all of the above to the present fouled up energy 
situation and what have you got? One heck of a mess! And it gets 
worse daily thanks to ineptness in Washington at the highest levels. 
Or maybe it's not ineptness. Maybe this is the way they want it. 
In order to merge our government into a One World Government, we 
would have to be backed into such a corner that this solution would 
be the only way out! Is this possible? And the final kicker is 
the rampant political instability in France, Italy, Spain, Portugal. 
When push comes to shove, the Italian Reds have already said they 
would back the USSR. If France slides into a communist coalition 
government following the spring elections, where does that leave 
the West? These are questions deserving of answers from the highest 
Washington officials. But silence is what we're treated to. The 
TV networks are too busy with other projects to concern themselves 
with our very survival. Businessmen are scrambling to sell the 
Communists anything they want. Labor is concerned only with higher 
wages and more benefits. Politicians want only to be re-elected. 
That small group of informed and concerned Americans that know 
what's happening are ignored by nearly everyone except others like 
themselves. Based on the current speed with which things are moving, 
we would give the West no rrore than 5 years before it's in trouble "eyeball 
deep." The U.S. included. 

JIMMY CARTER, CONSERVATIVE?: The Digest has noted a low-keyed campaign 
taking off to label President Carter a "fiscal conservative." The 
press is slipping this "accusation" into news stories; "conservative" 
spokesmen like Barry Goldwater are "talking it up." And the whole thing 
is being bought by the public. Even "liberal" Congressmen and labor 
leaders are charging Carter with being a "fiscal conservative," much to 
their dismay. He gets big press on moving his entourage from an expensive 
hotel to one a little cheaper (15%) and you'd think he'd saved the country 
millions. It's all phony. We be,lieve it's "programmed" to fit the mood 
of the country, which is largely conservative. It's style, not substance. 
Anyone who wants some perspective on Carter should read "Jimmy Carter, 
Jimmy Carter," by friend Gary Allen ('76 Press, PO Box 2686, Seal Beach, 
CA 90740 $1.00). You'll n"'be among those fooled by this campaign. 
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GUN CONTROL THOTS: "Firearms stand next in importance to the Constitu­
tion itself. They are the American people's liberty teeth and keystone 

under independence ... From the hour the Pilgrims landed, to the present 
day, events,occurrences and tendencies prove that to ensure peace, security 
and happiness, the rifle and the pistol are equally indispensable ... The 
very atmosphere of firearms anywhere and everywhere restrains evil inter­
ference -- they deserve a place of honor with all that's good ... " 
(Statement attributed to George Washington, quoted in quarterly magazine, 
The Vigilante, Spring Issue, 1977, $2.00, p.6, PO Box 31085, Phoenix, 
AZ 85046) 

DIGEST NOTE: Those of you interested in personal security would 
do well to send for a copy of this magazine. All manner of self 
protection, from cane fighting to Posse Comitatus, are discussed 
in this issue. It's a unique publication of which there is nothing 
else like. There's an especially good evaluation of "tear gas" 
devices starting on page 18. The writers test everything they 
write about. A most unusual and useful magazine. 

TRILATERALIST TO CHINA: According to President Carter, he hasn't any 
timetable for establishing full relations with China but expects eventually 
to name United Auto Workers President Leonard Woodcock as the first U.S. 
ambassador. Woodcock would become the 18th Trilateral Commission Member 
appointed to high office by the President, himself a founding member. 
This Commission, designed to improve relations and cooperation between 
Japan, the U.S. and Europe, is a spin-off from the Council on Foreign 
Relations. David Rockefeller plays an all-important role in both and 
personally selected Jimmy Carter to be a member bf the TC. Can you 
imagine the hue and cry that would have been raised if a president had 
appointed 18 members of the John Birch Society to positions of such high 
trust as Vice-President, Secretary of State, Secretary of Defense, Sec­
retary of Treasury, Disarmament Negotiator, National Security Advisor, 
and so on? To whom does Jimmy Carter owe his loyalty? The American 
people or David Rockefeller? By the way, to keep Red China "on the line," 
we still have exchanged Ambassadors with Free China and have refused to 
accept the credentials of their Ambassador to the U.S. Cute? 

LEROI JONES PROMOTES REVOLUTION: LeRoi Jones, the black playwright and 
agitator who now goes by the name of Imamu Amiri Baraka, was recently 
in San Francisco to adress a group of artists. Baraka declared: "All 
art is political ... All art is propaganda ... It is time for the artists and 
writers and intellectuals in the U.S. to choose sides openly and fiercely 
and begin to struggle with no holds barred, to carry the revolution to 
the end ... " Jones (Baraka) wrote the scatological plays "The Toilet" 
and "The Dutchman." (The Review Of The News, 5/11/77, p.41) 

BUDGET TARGETS SET FOR GOV.: A compromise budget of $461 billion was 
passed by the Senate 5/13 and awaits House approval. The non-binding 
target budget for fiscal year 1978 (beginning Oct. 1) carries a federal 
deficit of $64.7 billion, the second highest in history, topped only by 
1976, and nearly $7 billion more than Carter's latest estimate. (Phx 
Gaz, 5/13/77, fnt pg) 

ECONOMIC STIMULATION BILLS SIGNED: President Carter signed a bill 5/13 
authorizing $20 billion for general economic stimulation and a $4 billion 
public works bill, calling the legislation "a major move in the right 
direction." (Phx Gaz, 5/13/77, fnt pg) 

DIGEST OPINION: The above two items should remove any doubt that 
inflation is to be our lot by next year. Serious inflation. 

... 
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BUSINESS INVENTORIES, MARCH: Business inventories increased 0.9% in March. 
The Commerce Department said total business i ventories -- stocks on 
shelves and in warehouses ready for sale -- 'ncreased $2.8 billion during 
March compared with a revised $2 billion ga·n in February. The March 
statistics, broken down, sho ed that inven cries increased $715 -million 
at the manufacturing level, 557 million t wholesale and $1.519 billion 
at the retail level. The ret il increas was the second largest on 
record, topped only by the $1 564 billi climb in Oct. 1975 (Phx Gaz 
5 / 16 / 7 7 , p . D- 6 ) 

DIGEST OPINION: This was repor by much of the press as "good 
news." However, we at the Dige t look at it from another viewpoint. 
It is commonly accepted th co sumer spending spree is about to 
run out of steam. Even U.S ews & World Report concurs with this 
view (5/23/77 issue). What e believe has happened is that retail 
stocks built up due to ean r ordering by the stores while at the 
same time sales have slack d ff. This leaves the retailer with 
an inventory overhang. I th consumer suddenly tightens up now, 
some retail stores will e in world of hurt. Additionally, the 
Federal Reserve Bank is openly wondering why people are holding 
so much cash, estimateq at $50 BILLION! As stated by U.S. News: 
"Nobody is sure why~'=. hoarders want to stash funds where they 
draw no interest." C uld it be lack of faith in the banking system? 
We have openly asked in previous issues if consumers have been 
on a buying stamped to beat what they deeply feel will be higher 
prices in the mont~ ahead. If this is the case and if the business­
man has misjudged {or been mislead), he's going to get hung with 
excess inventory nd you'll see sales to beat all sales popping up 
everywhere. Wit the savings rate at an 8 year low and retail 
sales lagging an businesses not expanding and prices rising, it 
looks like the • flationary/depression is going to be with us for 
many months. S atistics may show things looking pretty good, but 
bedrock streng is simply lacking. For these and other reasons 
we are not to pleased with this latest increase in business in­
ventories. 

BERLIN, NEW HOT SPOT?: Last week, at the bottom of p. 6, the Digest ran 
this brief item: "If the Soviets bother West Berlin, 'detente would be 
seriously threatened,' according to President Carter, Prime Minister 
Callaghan and Premier Giscard d'Estaing. In other words, we won't like 
it but we'll live with it. A disastrous statement, in the Digest's opinion." 
Well, it's starting. While the world press directs our attention at 
southern Africa, the Communist Party newspaper Pravda on 5/15 rejected 
the western position that Berlin must remain a four-sector city administ­
ered by the U.S., France, Britain and the U.S.S.R. The Pravda article, 
commenting on a communique issued by the western powers last week, said 
there were no longer 4 sectors of Berlin, as was the case under post-
WW II agreements among the 4 Allied countries. Pravda says East Berlin 
is the capital "of the sovereign state of the German Democratic Republic 
(East Germany)," and "Such is the reality and to try to ignore it is 
a vain waste of time." The story appeared in Arizona Republic, 5/16/77, 
p. A-4. Nowhere else did we read it. Like a slight-of-hand artist, the 
press has all eyes turned on southern Africa (which deserves our close 
attention) but potentially serious events are quietly taking place in 
Europe. About the time things start getting too hot in southern Africa, 
the "Berlin button" will be pushed, we'll start watching that "crisis" 
and things will move quietly ahead in southern Africa. And when the 
Berlin "crisis" simmers down, the Mid East will flare up or Panama will 
erupt or, because of our ineptness, the oil producing nations will cut 
us off. Diversionary tactics. The Soviets are very good at it. 

7 
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ROMANIAN CHANGES: In a striking change of policy, Romania has decided 
to give workers higher take-home pay but at the cost of slowing down the 
growth of social services. Production of consumer goods will be boosted 
to meet the resulting growth in purchasing power. The new policy was 
first mentioned briefly in a speech by President Nocolae Ceausescu. He 
said that it was "abnormal" for spending on social services to rise 
faster than wages, so priorities were to be reversed. He declared: "We 
must let the people themselves run their affairs and we should not be­
lieve that we are better able to manage things for them." (London 
Financial Times, 4/20/77) 

DIGEST OPINION: Ludwig von Mises' ghost must be whispering in 
Ceausescu's ear. When he's through there, perhaps he could visit 
Washington. 

AIRPLANE DISASTER TERRORIST CAUSED: Antonio Cubillo, leader of the 
Movement for Self-determination and Independence of the Canaries (MPAIC), 
has a headquarters in Algiers, and it was one of his Algerian-trained 
teams that bombed the Las Palmas airport on March 27th. This in turn 
diverted a KLM 747 and Pan Arn 747 to Tenerife, where the two planes 
collided, killing nearly 600 people. Cubillo's motive for selecting 
the Las Palmas airport as a target was to strike at the tourist industry 
on the island and keep hitting until Spain grants independence. (The 
Review Of The News, 5/11/77, p.44-45) 

DIGEST OPINION: H. du B. wrote this for the quoted source and had 
previously spoken of it in his own H. du B. Reports. We thought 
surely some national publication would pick it up, but such was 
not the case. A story this big and it goes unreported by TV and 
the print giants. Why? The death toll has now reached 583! 

SOUTH AFRICA TO GET WARNING: Vice President Walter F. Mondale flew to 
Europe 5/14 with a stark warning for Prime Minister John Vorster: 
South Africa must modify its system of racial apartheid or face U.S. 
hostility. White House officials say Mondale will bang no tables and 
make no demands, but merely will convey the U.S. assessment of the sit­
uation that confronts the West in Africa now. In essence, the message 
is that white supremacy has had its day and there will be a parting of 
the ways between the U.S. and the South African republic unless there 
are early and visible signs of fundamental changes in its racial system. 
(Phx Gaz, 5/14/77, fnt pg) 

DIGEST OPINION: Will we tell the USSR to modify its system? Or 
Cuba? Or Vietnam? Or do we limit our interference into other 
countries affairs to our allies only? All the evidence points to 
the latter. Strange. 

BRAZIL/URUGUAY TROUBLES BREWING?: A recent official map issued by the 
Brazilian Government failed to depict Uruguay as a separate country; 
instead it had been merged into Brazilian territory. (Defense & Foreign 
Affairs Weekly Report on Strategic Latin American Affairs, 5/13/77, 
Suite 602, 2030 M St. NW, Washington, DC 20036 $150) 

DIGEST OPINION: This kind of "mistake" can cause monumental 
diplomatic troubles in that part of the world. Uruguay doubtlessly 
has some strong feelings about being ''absorbed" by Brazil. Where 
will it all end? 

BOLIVIA WANTS WHITES FROM RHODESIA & SOUTH AFRICA: Bolivia has submitted 
a request to the Intergovernmental Committee for European Migration that 
they be included in the pians for ~assive migration of ~hite settlers 
from Rhodesia and South Africa. (D&FAWRSLAA, op cit) 



CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

515 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Plaza 2-1616 Cable Address : COJOGRA 

A united American Jewish community will remain committed to support the policies of the democratically-elected government of Israel, the head of the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations said Friday, (June 3). 
Reporting on a meeting held earlier today attended by representatives of all 32 of the Conference's constituent member-organizations, Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler declared: 

"The sense of unity and identification that binds American Jews to the people of Israel was expressed at our meeting by speaker after speaker, representing the broadest spectrum of American Jewish life. 
"There was broad recognition that the indissoluble links between our two communities are independent of the political party or the political leader that forms the Government of Israel. 
11 American Jews support Israel's cause -- and we will continue to do so -­because we are part of the Jewish people, because we share Israel's goal of peace for all the countries of the Middle East, and because a strong and secure Israel is essential to the security of our own country. 11 

Rabbi Schindler said he was "deeply encouraged" by his meetings in Israel earlier this week with Menachem Begin, leader of the Likud Party in Israel who has been asked to form a government by President Ephraim Katzir, and by the response by Presidents Conference member-organizations to his report of those conversations. 
"The Prime Minister-designate," Rabbi Schindler said, "is a man of peace, a man of integrity, a man of profound devotion to the Jewish people and to their security. To call him an 'extremist' and P.L.O. terrorist chief Arafat and Syrian President Assad 'moderates' -- as Jlmerican news media have done within the past two weeks -- is a slander of an honoraf>le and distinguished personality, a profound disservice to the truth and a grave danger to the cause of peace. 11 

Rabbi Schindler said he was disturbed by speculation in the press that American Jews were 0 divided 11 over whether to support the new government and that efforts might be made to drive a wedge between American Jews and Israel as part of an effort to pressure the government of Israel into accepting an American-imposed peace plan. 
11 ! do not know whether any such effort is being planned or is under way," Rabbi Schindler said, "but it will without question be rejected by American Jews and the organizations that represent them. 
"This great Jewish conmunity,i• he said, "is bound to the people Israel by age-old ties of faith, of history, of destiny, ties t hat cannot and will not be sundered by any political pressure." 
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Rabbi Schindler said it was his view that the present period of 
"interregnum" -- between the formal resignation of the Rabin government and 
the formation of a new governnent by Mr. Begin -- was "a time when it was 
particularly important to make clear to American friends of Israel in the 
Administration, in Congress, in the labor movement, among black and Christian 
leaders, academicians and other groups -- the enduring policy of all Israeli 
gover11T1ents: a policy that seeks peace with justice for all the peoples of 
the Middle East. 

"This policy remains constant no matter who heads the goverrvnent of 
Israel," Rabbi Schfodler said. 11 It will be the goal of Mr. Begin as it has 
been the goal of all of his predecessors. 

"It is not Israel 1s policy but the refusal of the Arab world to reconcile 
itself to the legitimacy of the Jewish State and the right of its citizens to 
live in dignity that has prevented a settlement of the Arab-Israel conflict. 

"Mr. Begin made clear to me that he is a man of peace and that he will 
continue to follow a policy that seeks peace with Israel's neighbors. And 
he is supremely confident that he will be able to persuade President Carter 
of the fundamental principles on which a peace must be based." 

Rabbi Schindler saM he felt 11 some concern 11 over what appeared to be a 
"shift" in Jlmerican pol icy from one that began with a call for honest 
negotiations between the parties leading toward a full-fledged peace and that 
seems recently to have developed into a specific set of guidelines that 
include specific concessions by Israel. 

11 No mediator can help the parties to a dispute reach agreement if he 
comes to the negotiations with a plan in hand that both sides are expected 
to accept, 11 Rabbi Schindler said. 

3 June 1977 



1 

I 

June 8, 1977 

Mr. Bert E. Rosenstock 
Berint Trading, Ltd. 
12 Westchester Avenue 
White Plains, N.Y. 10601 

Dear ¥r. Rosenstock: 

Thank you for your recent letter. I appreciate 
your taking the time to share your concerns with 
me. 

In regard to the recent Elections in Israel, I 
enclose herewith a copy of a Statement iss•ed 
by the Presi ents' Conference. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 
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12 WESTCHESTER AVENUE 

WHITE PLAINS, NEW YORK 10601 U.S.A. 

EXPORT - IMPORT • LICENSING • CONSULTING 
TE L EPHONE, 914-948-0030 

CABLE ADDRESS, B ERINT. WHITEPLAI NSNY 

May JO, 1977 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, 
President, 
CON. OF PRESIDENTS OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

The New York Times reported on your meeting with Andrew 
Young. It was most interesting and revealing of Mr. Young's 
attitude, to compare his suggestion to you to treat the 
UNESCO with 'love', with the suggestion he made to African 
leaders on his recent trip 1 to use economic force to achieve 
their goals. 

It seems quite obvious to me, and presumably also to Jewish 
leaders, that the method suggested to African leaders was more 
in accord with Mr. Young's true feelings. while the suggestion 
to the Jewish leaders was no doubt more an attempt to keep 
Jewish leaders 'in line• than to help the Jewish cause. It is 
in fact rather insulting, I would say, to suggest 'love• as 
a political force in the world. 

I think one should also keep in mind that Mr, Lowenstein, 
who no doubt agrees with Mr. Young, has extensive experience 
in domestic ~olities of one sort or another, but has tone 
very little (to my knowledge) that indicates his awareness of 
and accord with the needs of the Jewish community in the United 
States. 

One further point, Rabbi Schindler, relating to the recent Israeli 
elections. I do not know what the views of Jewish leaders are on 
this subject, but I hope that they will refrain from critisizing 
the new government, before and as it takes office, while the new 
leaders begin to formulate policy. TheNew York Times may be 'shocked' 
or entertain similar sentiments, but the Jewish leaders will, I hope, 
find some uplift of soul and greater potential for future peace, throgh 
a new and strong voice in the Israeli leadership. 

~~' 
BER/lm Bert E. 
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CONFERENCE OF PREStDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

515 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Cable Address : COJOGRA 

June 3, 1977 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Members associated with the Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations 

FROM: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman 

Enclosed please find a statement of consensus which was issued following 

the meeting of the Presidents Conference which took place today, Friday, 

June 3, 1977. 



.. 
CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR 

515 PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Plaza 2-1616 
AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS Cable Addresa: COJOGRA 

AfflllA TED ORGANIZATIONS: 

American Israel Public 
Aff1in Committee 

American Jewish Congress 

Amerian Mizrachi Women 

American Zionist Federation 

Anti-Defamation League 

B'nai B'rith 

B'nai B'rith Women 

Bnai Zion 

Centr.il Conference of 
American Rabbis 

Council of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare Funds (observer) 

Hadassah 

Jewish Labor Committee 

Jewish Reconstructionist 
Foundation 

Jewish Wu Veterans 
of the U.S.A. 

Labor Zionist Alliance 

Mizrachi-Hapoel H.imizrachi 

National Committee for 
Labor Israel, Inc. 

National Council of 
Jewish Women 

National Council of 
Young Israel 

National Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods 

Nation.ii Jewish Community 
Relations Advisory Council 

National Jewish Welfare Boud 

North American Jewish 
Youth Council 

Pioneer Women 

The R.ibbinical Assembly 

Rabbinical Council of America 

Union of American Hebrew 
Congreg.itions 

Union of Orthodox Jewish 
Congregations of America 

United Synagogue of Ameriu 

Women's American ORT 

Women's League for 
Conservative Judaism 

World Zionist Organization 
American Section, Inc. 

Zionist Organization of America 

Statement by 
RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER, CHAIRMAN 

Conference of Presidents 
of Major American Jewish Organizations 

ON THE ELECTIONS IN ISRAEL 

The people of Israel have chosen a new Parliament 

in a democratic expression of the nation's will. We 

congratulate the country's leaders and pledge to them 

the support and commitment that the American Jewish 

community has given since the day the Jewish State was 

born. 

American Jews have never sought to speak for the 

government of Israel, but rather for the welfare of its 

people and its security as a nation. As new l8aders 

take the helm we renew the sense of unity and identi­

fication that form the indisoluble ties that bind 

American Jewry with the people of Israel. 

XXX 

5/18/77 



DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION FOR ISRAEL 

From the Office of 

SAMUEL ROTHBERG 

G ENE RAL CHA I RMAN 

STATE OF ISRAEL BONDS 

215 PARK AVENUE SOUTH 

NEW YORK , N. Y. 1000 3 

May 25, 1977 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of Major American 

Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear Alex: 

I thought that your statement said everything that could 
and should be said about the results of the election in 
Israel. 

Accordingly, we sent copies together with the enclosed 
letter to our community chairmen and top national officers 
around the country. 

With warmest personal regards to you and to Rhea. 

Sam Rothberg 
SR/mfl 

f 



From the Office of 

SAMUEL ROTHBERG 

G ENER A L CHAIRMAN 

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION FOR ISRAEL 

STATE OF ISRAEL BONDS 

215 PARK AVENUE SOUTH 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10003 

May 20, 1977 

In the past several days we have received a number of 
inquiries and comments from various parts of the country 
about the results of last Tuesday's elections in Israel. 

I can think of no better way of answering those queries 
than by sending you the enclosed copy of a statement by 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman of the Conference 
of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations. 

In tenns of our program, nothing has changed except 
the need to do more and to work harder to strengthen 
the econom.y of Israel in this transition period .• 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

SR/mn 
enc. 

f 



June 6, 1977 

Rabbi David Polish 
Beth Emet The Free Synagogue 
1200 Lee Street 
Evanston, Illinois 60202 

Dear David: 

I agree with you on he "tw fold process" which you 
recommend in your letter of May 31st. This is precisely 
why I went to Israel a few ays after the election. 

My meeting with the Presid nts' Conference immediately 
upon my return and all ubsequent actions, such as to­
morrow's trip to the State D partment and White House and 
a possible larger meeting with Carter, are designed to s 
serve your first purpose (note the enclosed press release 
in behalf of the Presidents' Conference). 

On your second point, I made this request of Begin and 
returned from him rather optimistic concerning his will­
ingness to listen to the Jewish people as a whole. There 
is a much greater sense of peoplehood which emanates from 
him than ever did from Rabin. This i, of course, for 
your eyes only but I will he glad to discuss it with you 
at greater length when we meet. 

Looking forward to seeing you soon and with warmest regards 
from hou e to house, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encl. 



12 □□ LEE STREET 
EVANSTON, ILLIN □ IS 
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RABBI DAVID POLISH 
BETH EMET THE FREE SYNAGOGUE 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Shalom, Alex, 
,, ,, 

May 31, 1977 
14 Sivan 5737 

I am sure that it is no·chiddush to you that not only Israel but 
American Jewry will be subjected to increasing political pressure 
by the present Administration . Carter's reference to American Jews 
in a recent statement is disturbing. While many of us are distressed 
by the results of the election in Israel, the essential policy of the 
American Administration toward Israel has not changed, but has only 
gained an added opportunity for pressing Israel and .American Jewry 
without offering anything substantive in return. 

I would urge that a two-fold process be undertaken. The first would 
involve a demonstration by hnerican Jewry that it intends to stand 
by Israel 1 s right to hold fast as long as there are no clear indica­
tions of Arab readiness to accept Israel as a sovereign State. The 
need for such a demonstration is based on two factors: first, the 
real danger of polarizing American Jewry, and second, the possibility, as hinted in a statement by Carter, that the Administration may take 
a hand in that polarization. 

Second, there should be an equally strong indication to Israeli 
leadership that more intensive consultation and collaboration be­
tween them and us in the political area is required. The imple­
mentation of this process clearly requires careful study but I am 
persuaded that literally day by day conditions are moving us toward 
that necessity. 

Thanks for your suggestion about including part of the Reform Com­
mentary on the Jerusalem Platform in my report to the CCAR. I will 
attempt to do so either by condensing it or citing a portion of it. 

Best wishes. 

Shalom, 

~~ 
RABBI DAVID POLISH 
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

1800 Pacific Avenue 
San Francisco CA 94109 

June 1, 1977 

I was talking with your niece Miriam this afternoon, since we work 
together at the same mental health clinic. We happened to discuss Israel 
and she suggested I write you , otherwise I would not presume to do so. 

Although I am a very secularized Jew, I do hope for lsrael 1 s well-being 
and would be prepared to write to Washington in that regard, should American 
pol icy change or show signs to that effect. 

However, I feel the new Israeli Government should be told that the 
American Jewish community-----or at least large segments of it-----will 
not support Israel regardless of whatever pol icy she chooses to persue. 
I believe that at least the appearance of a will ingless to compromise is 
essential (and perhaps the reality may be, also). The picture given by 
the new Government is exactly opposite to that picture, at least as it 
appears in the US (including the Prime Minister 1 s television appearance). 

Miriam said to tell you she sends her love. 
With best wishes for your valuable work for peace, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

Martin Hoffman, M.D. 



Dr. Martin Hoffman 
1800 Pacific Avenue 
San Francisco, CA. 94109 

Dear Dr. Hoffman: 

June 7, 1977 

First of all, my love to Miriam and my 
best to you. 

I have just r turned from a journey to 
Israel where I had a chance to meet Mr. Begin and where, 
of course, I gave him a frank assessment of the American 
Jwwish community in all of its multi-faceted splendor. 

I must tell you quite frankly that I 
returned from several meetings with Mr. Begin and his 
associates much assured. He does have some strong views, 
to be sure, but he is not the ind of reckless extremist 
which the media has portrayed him to be (these are the 
same media people, mind you, who call Assad and even 
Arafat "Arab moderat s"). I cannot guarantee the future, 
of course, but I do have the c nviction that Mr. Begin 
can make an effective transition from the leader of the 
party to be the leader of a nation and a people, with all 
that this transformation implies. 

In any event, so it seems to me, we 
American Jews have a two-fold duty now; (A) to give Mr. 
Begin an opportunity to form his government, to evolve 
his policies and to present them to the American Jewish 
community, to his own people and indeed to the world. 
(B) it is our obligation to make certain that in the 
period of interregnum there will be no erosion of support 
for Israel on the American scene 

With very godd wish and warmest 
greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Rabbi David Poll1h 

minority 
repo_rt 

Moment of Jerusalem's reunification 

a memory that cannot be taken.away 
m ditMion on th 10th an• 

nivcr. ary ·of the unification of 
Jerusalem. 

We will never forget how 10 
year ago lh people .uf Israel and 
Jews from all ovtir the world came 
streaming up Jud_ea'11 hiU11, in buses, 
trucks,. on foot, toward Jerusalem. 
Toward .a Jerusalem which had 
been torn in half, the old mother 
-sector ravaged, the young daughter 
sector isolated. We converged at 
the Kotel and walked jubilant 
wherever our feet would take us in 
a liberated and united Jerusalem. 
Tha.t moment is ours forever, in the 
samr-~ eategory with other 
miraculous moments in our history. 
The memory of that moment will 
not be torn from us, nor win that 
city in it.a fullness ever be torn from 
us again. 

On this 10th anniversary we 
confront those who would have us 
negotiate, not borders or territory, 
but the existence of the State of 
lsrael. At every sign of a con­
ciliatory attitude to!'7ard Israel, we 
should be receptive; . but for every 
indication of destructive hidden 
agenda, we shoulct be on guard. The 
world is being conditioned to see 
Israel u an obstacle to a peace 
wh.kh reasonable Arab nations are 
being denied. Except primarily in 
this country, only the duties of 
Israel are being urgently put for­
ward, while no me ntion of 
equ.iv'alent Arab duties are 
suggested. For our ref~I to 
relinquish land without peace we 
are branded as intransigent. Among 
many, Arab refusal to abandon 
destructive designs against Israel, 
is 'met with understanding, com­
passion and empty rhetoric. We are 
the intransigents. They are the 
moderates, because they do · not 
press for Israel's 'dismemberment 
for five years. . . 

lf it is intransigent to refuse to 
budge unless there is a clear signal 
oi accept.i.bc.J of our right. to 
national sovereignty and ,.security, 
then we· are _ intransigent. This 
intransigent people will not bargain 
away it.a right to live. Those 
moderates have yet to say an 
unambiguoua pord, ~ whispered 
in the ears of senator, but in the 
hearing of the .world, that they want 
to live at peace with a. sovereign 
State of Israel. 

The just.ice of our' posit.ion may at 
last have impresaed the leadership 
of this nation. Ne•erthelesa, in the 
times ahead, the pressures upon us 
coul~ increase. Every effort could 
be made to lure us into a vulnerable 
position. Every effort could be made 
to divide us from Israel and to 
April 21, 1977 
SENTI'NEL 

divide us from on, anot.h r in this 
ountry. This i a danger gr at r 

than th divi ion of Jerusalem in 
1948. ow is a time for intorn11I 
conOid to ubsido. Let there be no 
war of the Jews for th r joicing of 
ur adversarie . 
Now is. a time for American 

ewry to declare its solidarity with 
ur fe Uow Jews in Israel. Now is the 

time to let it be known that this 
people, which passionately wants 
peace, will not be seduced out of its 
defenses by entrapme nt , by 
coercion, by counsels for imposing a 
peace which can only be a 
prescription for disaster both for 
the Middle-East and the world. 
Now is the time for a demonstration 
of our solidarity and for the creation 
of a national structure which will 
make that • olidarity work 
morally and politi ally, involving 
the grt>ate t, not th lea t num r 
of American Jews. 

Yes, there are divided counsels 
among us, as there are in Israel, and 
what free people does not live amid 
divided counsels. But from one end 
of the spectrum to 'the other, we are 
united on this proposition - no real 
peace, no concessions. Without 
peace, not an inch. 

We are united on .yet another 
core - our conviction that Israel 

and the J ewish people wilJ emerge 
through these treacherou and 
morally distressing times into an 
era of unchallenged freedom and 
sovereignty, that however ctiff'icult 
th pangs, peace will be born in the 
Middl East, that a resurrected and 
morally strengthened Jewish 
people will enter upon a new age·in 
its own land, and none shall make 
them afraid. 

This is our faith and this is our 
declaration to a world which must 
come some day to recognize that its 
own security is bound up with the 
security of Israel, that it.a own peace 
is joined to the peace of israel. This 
is our urgent message, and this is 
our commitment, that "for the sake 
of Zion we will not be stilJ and for 
the sake of Jerusalem we will not be 
silent, until her triumph go forth as 
brightness and her salvation u a 
burning torch." 

Ya-din sues for libel 
JERUSALEM (JCNS) - Uri 

Avneri, the editor of the weekly 
magazine Haolam Hueh, and a 
former Knesset member, and Yigal 
Laviv, a reporter, are being sued for 
libel by Prof. Yigael Yadin, the 
archaeologist, who beads the ·new 
political party, the Democratic 
Movement for Change. Prof. 
Yadin's action is over an article in 
the magazine. 

f 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D .C. 20520 

May 7, 1977 

Dear Alex: 

I want to say belatedly how enormously I appre­
ciated your arranging the highly useful session with 
the Conference of Presidents in New York, and your 
gracious hospitality at dinner thereafter. I found 
the session helpful in the extreme, and I particularly 
enjoyed the separate talks with you. I do hope that 
we can stay in close touch in the months ahead. 

I am off on Tuesday . Wish me luck! 

With warmest personal regards , 
I 

Siner Yy, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 



:,',~,:,::, ~!/(, 
THE PRIME MINISTER 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, 
President, 

Jerusalem, April 26, 1977 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
838 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 10021. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

It was most kind of you to write to me and I wish 
you to know that I greatly appreciate your expressions of 
encouragement and support. 

I consider the national challenges ahead to be too 
great to permit abdication from public life and, therefore, 
I feel duty-bound t o continue my public involvement albeit 
inevitably at a lower key. 

Again, my gratitude for your generous remarks and 
may I add that I have greatly valued our association. 

With every good wish, 

Sincerely, 



His Excellency Yitzhak Rabin 
Prime Minister of Israel 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear Mr. Rabin: 

April 14, 1977 

There is little one can say at a time like this. Words bring scant 
comfort. 

I do want you to know, though, that I am deeply saddened by the events 
of the past days. My heart goes out to you. 

You have every reason to be proud of what you have accomplished. Your 
services to Israel, the nation and the people, were manifold and largely 
of inestimable worth. The judgment of history will bear this out. 

I am satisfied that you are enabled and have the strength to remain in 
the political arena. Your knowledge and your understanding should not 
be lost to our cause. 

My very best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



April 22, 1977 

ma Exce11ency ta Allllarlcan Atrd>Maador 
to X. l, Slnliil,1, x..,t.a 
U.S. 1vat!•¥1"'-at f State 
Wahf.agt:oo, D.C. 

Dear ~Ndor LWtas' 

There have betm 90 1Qllny Cbla ... 
with the OO'llL.rio:.:ac• of betMlrala 
zatiOaa. I wnt to be eure 
fOZ'lllatM>'A• 

'J.'lt1a NN1" WS.11 be held Wei 1s4q, 
SIS Ink A'YlrllUa, ._, York. N.Y. 

l 7 t 4 P••• at 

the Pnatdeats 1 Collfuw bu a to be cllacuaNd 
ad w will do follwf. y01a p-.ei11•ua. l am looking fo,... 
ward to bavi1lg dinner with )'O\t later t e ning, hope that it 
wll1 be ~t to _., at 7:00 p.m. f let me~ "11at 
hotel YOU ¥111 " taytug at eo can make tona at 
a 'l'•ta1ahllt ~t to the bot • 

Loold.ng fONUd to ·••f.na JOU OD Wed:GN~ W with khde1t re&Dde, 
I• 

S1Dcenly, 
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s. Frank • Opton 
15 East 9th S reet, #8-F 

:w York, New York 10021 

ar "a-a. Opton: 

December 1, 1976 

Tha you for your l tt r 'O 
with me. 

fo • ing your thoughts 

t rankly admit 
adv tis or t 

placed during my bs nee f 
I could . not make my vS.ew• ~n1-

r apo~ibility. I would 
you d$.streas. 

This 'doea not at all an 
I absolutely convinced 

Bagr 

the rld 18 ind 
resolutions against 
for he various aitua ns ex an. 

of Y'OU" ccm.carna. 
t Q T'A1r"AT!LC.4 

1'hua. 

ew York 
d and 
ppreciate, 

t t .is 
ch caused 

nt . 
nst 
r 

ed 
that 

of recent U. N. 
e.ly r aponsibl 

While I feel strongly regarding I•rael and the United Nations, I till 
feel atro11$1Y that we lllUat eve-rr continue to hope. that the U. t will 
beqOllle the organizatiouthe world had~ it to be and we must cc.n­
tiuue to work towards that end. 

ind.eat greetings. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



MRS. FRANK G. OPTON 
150 EAST 69TH STREET, APT. 8-F 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10021 

Rabbi Alexander M. S c hindler 
5:i-5 Park Ave . 
New York , . Y. 10022 

Dear Rabbi S c hindler 

Nov. 28, 1976 

I am outrag ed about the advertisement in today's 
ew York Times . The attack a gainst the United Nations 

appeals to the lowest hate instincts of the readers a~ 
forces me to regard it as p olitical p ornog raphy. The a:l 
also plays on ignorance and uncritical acceptance of 
innuendos and therefore, must be regarded as demagog ic. 
I suggest that no clerg yman should associate himself 
with suc h publicity . 

I am a NGO (non-g overnmental organization) vol­
unteer representative at the UN, representing the 
Unitarian Universalist Women of the United S tates and 
Canada . 

All students of the UN know that the organiz­
ation suffers from the inadequacies, prejudices and 
predelictions of its members . We also k now, that if a 
membership organization is operated democratically, 
the maj ority controls. If that is a farce, our 01tm 
g overnmental system is a farce. I am aware that the 
theory of democracy is under attack, and that a sub­
stantial number of people prefer an authoritarian 
form of g overnment. I, too, deplore the Arab- Soviet 
Axis but I do not believe it can be disrupted by 
scurillous advertisements in the N. Y. Times. The 
question is, d o you and your organization prefer an 
undemocratic f orm of o r g anization f or the ur and d o 
you think that Israel would fare better under a non­
democratic system~ 

Or else, would y ou want to abolish the worldwi de 
organization of the UN or restrict membership to those 
who a g ree with the view whi ch you (and I) favor? S o 
far, n ob ody has even proposed another system of inter­
national organization. I also note that Israel (1) has 
not propsed to resig n from the UN (2) has not objected 
t o t h e UN peacekeeping activities on the Golan Heig hts 
and on t h e S inai Peninsula. Israel has participated in 
and benifited from numerous UN activities and these 
were not a ij farce 11 • I recall the praises from Mr. Abba 
Eban . It is shameful that the many positive a ccom­
plishments of the UN are i gnored by zealots who should 
know better . 



MRS. FRANK G. OPTON 

150 EAST 69TH STREET, APT. 8-F 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10021 
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I will now turn to s ome o f t he specifics which 
a re us ed as jus tification for t h e a dvertisement. 

I t em Racism : I a m married to a man of ,Jewis h 
ances try • . •,l e hav e fou r c h ild ren. I need not protest that 
anti-S emitism i s a nath ema to me. However, I k now, t hat 
i t would b e mo s t difficult for me to marry my husband 
i n I s rael, a nd t hat n e ither I nor my c h ildren wou l d b e 
r egarded a s equal to t h e J ews , i f we were living in 
I srael. Th e d i s tin ction i s purely racial. I t heref ore 
f ind it d e f ens i ble to s p eak of I s rael racism, even 
thoug h t h e word is od ious in lig h t of events el s ewhere. 
I t ma y be a d ebatable term, but t h e hysterical reaction 
to t h e wor d is wholly unjus t if ied . Bes i d e s , t h e f ac t 
t hat a temporary ma j ori t y of t h e UN members h i p has com­
p l a ined of r a cism in I s rael in no wa y ex cus e s t h e 
attack on t h e UN organiza tion as suc h . 

I t em UNES CO : Th e trouble s tarted when Is rael d e­
cl ine a to compl y with t h e r eq ues t to di s con tinu e ar­
c h eolog ica l a ctiv ities in the conquered territory . I t 
i s wholly i mma t er i al whe t h e r , a s the a d implies , t h e ex­
cavations were 11 educ a t i ona 1 11 • Dictators of all a g e s have 
sai d and s ome times even p rov ed that their i mposed ac­
t i v i t ies were b enefici ent. I c a n fin d n o fault with 
tho s e who ob ject t o thi s k ind of mentality . 

Item t he Amer i can Taxpa y er : Your pock et book 
appeal i s ,of cours e , a f a vorite p olit ical weap on . It 
i s al s o a n uneth ical below t h e belt hucksterism, 
esp ecially as it i s obvious l y d esign ed to fo s ter t h e 
notion t hat t h e UN lives off t h e American taxpa yers 
who s upport the UN. On a p er cap ita basis, the American 
taxpa yer is Nr. 14, far beh ind the S candinavian countries, 
the Lowlands, not to speak of four Arab countries. The 
fact is also, t hat the UN is g ood business for t h e US A 
and especially New York , where muc h of t h e money of the 
UN and its sta ff is s p ent. 

The UN organization is manag ed by a staff of devoted 
international civil servants who have not displayed any 
b ias and are striving to bring a b out international p eace 
iM tAe f~00 in t h e f ace of t h e intractability of stiff­
n eck ed partis a n s , including your organization. The ad 
does no t b e speak t h e etho s and t h e rationality wh ich I 
hav e b een taught is e s sential to Jewis h tradition. It is 
a n unfortunate laps e and I call u p on you to send an 
a p ology to S ecretary General Ku r t Wa ldheim. 

S inc erely , 

Eva K. Op ton 
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inister ,Hanen Bar-On 
Embassy of I ,erael 
Washington. p.c. 20008 

Dear Hanan: 
' 

October 28, 1976 

Yes, I had seen Allon's addre3s to the U.N. C~neral Assembly. But I 
much appreciate your sending a copy to me with your own comments, 
they were of much interest. 

I'm also ple.ased to have another copy of the address for sharing with 
members of my staff. 

With warmea,t regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

f 
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PERSONAL 

/ 
October 15, 1976 

~V"' v 

.~ 
~ j L✓Rabb1· cy/. /J Alexander Schindler 
[ . v Union of American Hebrew 
\}../ Congregations 

·'\ 
1 

L, L c 838 Fifth A venue, 
r New York, New York 10021 

yr~~ Dear Alex, 

I am certain that you have already seen i\Nlr l 
V O~ Allen's recent speech to the U.N. General Assembly. 

V Nevertheless, I take the liberty of letting you 
. v)Lv have another copy in order to draw your attention 
1~ fv\ ,,( .V ( in particular to the paragraphs dealing with the 
0

' , ~~ , ( r rms race in the Middle East. I believe that this 
~rv\)¼ is particularly timely in view of the rather unbridled 

r 
l' attacks against the recent decision by the President 

. to authorize the release of some rather important 
rwY\ items of armaments, items which had been under 
~ \ l discussion for many months. 

I believe that Israel's proposal for the 
moderation of the arms race, which has been repeated 
for years, is the real answer to some of the substance 
of the accusations levelled against us. In other 
words, as long as there is no balanced and mutual 
reduction of the imports of armaments into the area, 
there is no choice but to keep up Israel's deterrent 
strength. 

Passing to another matter in Allen's speech, 

f 
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I believe also that his words on rascism and 
apartheid are significant. 

With the kindest and wannest regards. 

Yours, 

Hanan Bar-On 

f 



CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
Of MAJOR 

515 PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Plaza 2-1616 
AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS uble Address: COJOGRA 

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS: 

American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee 

American Jewish Congress 

American Mizrachi Women 

American Zionist Federation 

Anti-Defam.ition League 

B'nai B'rith 

B'nai B'rith Women 

Bnai Zion 

Central Conference of 
American Rabbis 

Council of Jewish Federations 
.1nd Welfare Funds (observer) 

Hadassah 

Jewish Labor Committee 

Jewish Reconstructionist 
Foundation 

Jewish War Veterans 
of the U.S.A. 

Labor Zionist Alliance 

Mizrachi-Hapoel Hamizrachi 

National Committee for 
Labor Israel, Inc. 

National Council of 
Jewish Women 

National Council of 
Young Israel 

National Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods 

National Jewish Community 
Relations Advisory Council 

National Jewish Welfare Board 

North American Jewish 
Youth Council 

Pioneer Women 

The Rabbinical Assembly 

Rabbinical Council of America 

Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations 

Union of Orthodox Jewish 
Congregat ions of America 

United Synagogue of America 

Women's American ORT 

Women's League for 
Conservative Judaism 

World Zion ist Organ ization 
American Section, Inc. 

Zion ist Organ ization of America 

Mr. Kalman Seigel, Editor 
Letters to the Editor 
New York Times 
229 West 43rd Street 
New York, - New York 10036 

To The Editor: 

21 October 1976 

Publication by the Commerce Department of the names 
of U.S. companies that comply with the Arab boycott 
fails to meet the need for strong legislation that 
makes the Arab boycott in this country unlawful . 

We need a law that protects American companies from 
Arab pressure to stop trading with Israel. We need 
a law that protects American companies from Arab 
pressure to stop trading with other U.S. companies 
that trade with Israel. Such legislation should 
become a top priority of the next Congress and 
Administration, no matter who is elected President. 

Without such laws, the Arab states will remain free 
to exploit American i n dustry as a weapon in their 
economic war against Israel, America's friend and 
ally in the Middle East. 

Without such laws, the quality of citizenship of 
American Jews and all who support or trade with Israel 
will continue to be under growing Arab attack. 

Without such laws, U. S. corporatj_ons will face ever­
increasing Arab demands to choose between profit and 
principle -- the profit of lucrative Arab business 
versus the principle of free trade and equal opportunity. 

Strong anti-boycott legislation is necessary not only 
to guard against the importation into American life 
of foreign discrimination. Tough laws against the 
boycott are needed by U.S. companies to shield them 
from Arab pressure that would distort their business 
judgements and twist their business decisions to 
accommodate the Arab world's continuing aim of 
destroying the State of Israel. 

' a ;Bi;;erely, 

fl-t~ M~dler 
Chairman 



PERSONAL 

Ambassador Sim.cha Dinltz 
Embassy of Israel 
Washington, D.C. 20008 

Dear Simcha: 

October 1, 1976 

Thank you for your kin pr nal note in r gard o my ZOA speech. I 
understood the inference which might be drawn fx-om that one phrase; I 
only object to the headline which ac used me of enouncing the Israel 
Government as "treat:I.JMJ Jews like milk cows, that they want their 
money and nothing els ." That w not ex ctly what I said. 

If you must know, I felt abu,e by lda1s remarks about me in Maariv 
last Friday, where he said something to th effect that "Schi n:iler 
will not succeed in ali nating American Jews f Israel." That was 
an unkind cut. I think you know what I feel and what I tried to do 
and it hurts especially becaus only the d y b for my 13 year old 
cried and when I asked him why he said, "I hav no f ther, you are 
going away again. '' And where do you think I was going, to alienate 
Jews from Israel? But there was a COIDl~etwating ble sing too, for on 
Tuesday of last week, with David's a sent, I interv ned with Nicolae 
in behalf of a Romanian Jew who long had been refused a visa or even 
an appointment with Rosen. On Frid y, Rosh Hashonah, Nicolae 
called up to tell me that h had received his visa that every dayt 

Golda• remarks were a low blow on sev r l counts but I am not going 
to even write her a personal note, never mind a public letter. I hav 
too much respect for what she has done and for her age. 

On a more official matter, I enclose herewith a letter from one of our 
Houston congregants which makes an interesting uggest1on. If you 
agree, please fo~ard it to the Israel Ambassador to Mexico, maybe 
your good colleague can do something along these linea. In this con­
nection and in regard to Argentinian Jewry, I asked our man in Washington 
-- Rabbi David Saperstein of the Reform Jewish Religious Action Center -­
to begin quiet conversations with legislators toward the end of readying 
appropriate inmigration legislation should it be needed in a hurry. 
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INC. OF TEXAS 6867 Wynnwood Drive, Houston, Texas 77008 . Phone 713-869-8371 
September 27, 1976 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President, Union of American 

Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Thank you for your letter of September 23rd, verifying the 
conversation that I had with Al Vorspan concerning the relation­
ship between the American Jewish community and the Government of 
Mexico. I certainly concur that at the present time patience is 
indicated. 

I do, however, feel that there are some things which, in the absence 
of effectiveness on the part of ADL, that the UAHC should begin 
working on immediately. I have discussed this point with Ted Freedman 
at ADL and belabored it for the last seven (7) years concerning Jewery 
in Latin America. I think that it is imperative, not only for the 
self-survival of the Jews in Mexico, but in particular for the Jews 
of Argentine,that PR in Mexico be immediately implemented. There 
is no question in my mind that should an exodus occur from Argentina 
that the doors must be kept opened, as this is the natural country 
to which the Spanish-speaking Jews of Argentina would want to immigrate. 

I believe that the UAHC, through the reform synagogues can do a much 
more effective job than outside agencies, such as ADL. The case 
could be strengthened considerably, should you be able to get the 
cooperation of the heads of the conservative and orthodox movements 
in New York City, so that together, through the synagogues, an 
education and course of action by the Jews of Mexico could be 
initiated. I think at the present time, where there is tremendous 
concern and fear in the minds and hearts of the Jews of Mexico, that 
you and your colleagues could make the point much more emphatically 
than during times of non-strife. Therefore, I feel the time is now 
not three months from now, after things are quiet, for the Jewish 
communities of Latin America to recognize that, in many cases, they 
are their own worst enemies and are to a certain extent, sealing 
their own fate. 



,, 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
September 27, 1976 
Page Two 

The Jews of Mexico City have "ghettoized" themselves, not only 
physically, but emotionally. They are not actively involved 
enough in the total betterment of the Mexican society through 
organizations, such as Rotary, Kiwanis, Lions Club, women's 
auxiliaries for Catholic charities and hospitals, etc., etc. 
Yes, there is some involvement - - And, yes, it is difficult 
in the Mexican political society to be accepted, even if a 
person wants, but that situation parallels the American scene 
thirty years ago, and I do feel that through the synagogues 
and through the Rabbis, that this point of getting more involved in 
the total social welfare of Mexico, as opposed to just the Jewish 
issues, is a strong point in raising the profile of the Jews in 
Mexico among their fellow citizens. ADL has been unable to get 
this point across beyond a few leaders. It is now up to the Rabbis 
and synagogues. 

Two weeks ago, there was a large editorial in the Guadalaraja 
newspaper, blaming the Jews for the economic ills of Mexico and 
this seems to be spreading. We are encountering some of it in 
Houston and San Antonio from some of the more radical Chicano 
leadership. I think this current anti-Semitism wave is a much 
more important issue to stem today, than the question of how 
Mexico votes on the subject of Zionism and I am deeply concerned 
that it be nipped in the bud. 

To you and your family, I wish a year of health, happiness and 
fulfillment. 

Sincerely, 

- d cJ:J ~-
Sanford Lack 

SLe 

cc - Mr. Ted Freedman, ADL, 315 Lexington, New York, New York 10016 
Rabbi Robert I. Kahn, Temple Emanu El, 1500 Sunset, Houston 
Mr. Al Vorspan,UAHC,838 Fifth Ave., New York, New York l002i 
Mr. Tom Newman, ADL, 4211 Southwest Freeway, Houston 77029 
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PERSONAL 28 September 1976 

Rabbi Alexander m. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Thank you for your letter of September 14th 
with which you enclosed your address to the ZOA. 
As I was not present at the meeting, I have read 
your remarks with great interest. 

With regard to that section which you say was 
treated critically by the Israel press, I can only 
offer to you the following comment for what it is 
worth: 

I agree with you on the first part of this 
paragraph where you said that you were "employing 
a metaphor which may not be too elegant ... " I 
also agree with you that Israel does not need or, 
for that matter, wish to have a cow as her compan-
ion. Where I think the source of the misunderstanding 
lies is by the inference that might be drawn from your 
remark that Israel believes that the American Jewish 
community is a cow to be milked, or that the American 
Jewish community considers itself to be so. 

In all my long association with American Jewry 
I have found it to be Jewry with a heart, Jewry with 
a mind, Jewry capable of independent thought as well 

2/ .. 
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PERSONAL 28 September 1976 

Rabbi Alexander m. Schindler, 
page 2. 

as united action. I don't think anyone of us thinks 
of American Jewry in different terms and that, I am 
sure, includes you, too. 

Thank you very much for sharing your thoughts 
with me. 

Sincerely, 

51--d-
Simcha Dinitz 
Ambassador 



I 
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September 14, 1976 

Hia Excellency, The Israel Ambusador 
Simcha Dinitz 
Embassy of Israel 
1621 22nd St., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20008 

Dear SittJCha: 

Yehuda Hellman tel11 Jne there ha• ~ a uegati presa reaction in 
Israel to wy ddr a the ZOA. I'm at a loss to aee how anything 
I sa • could outr aa lug cr:I. ·ical o I ael. I ~ close • 
copy of my remark for your "ruaal, if you can t 11 me where I am 
critical I'd like to knowl 

With warmest regard 

Encl. 

oho e, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alex r . chi 1 r 
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TELEG •· September 27, 1976 - Telephone for Innnediate Deliv~ry 

President r ld . Fo 
The White Hou 
Washington, D.C. 

Th of&aui.ted ewish community urgently requests your Admini tration 

t t all po sibl a ures to a sure the final ad6ption of the 

nti:- ycot:t l gi lation now before Congre s. Economic blackmail 

t be r 

o:U mon y. 

ic cannot ell t mo 1 ri iple for 

t come h 1 t umen t e 

nimi 

'l'h Co fere ce Jewish Or anizations 

ra I 1 

n l r 

Rick Brown (Accounting) / 
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• From the desk of: 
RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER 

The organizaed American .Jewish community K 
v~~~ Io" ~v:.s+,·J'-<.h hb. ~ ~~ c9' 

ur~ently ~ks y :;:_o take lceaersl:iiirffi a:FJ~ the fi:xa 

final adoption of anti-boycott legislatidnM~~~trrz:, A \ -- ' , '~ 
must be resisted/ America cannot sell 

its moral principles for oil money, It must 

not become the intrument for furthering 

the foreign policy aims of nations whose 

purposes are inimical to ours. The 

Conference of Presidents of Major American J ewish 

Or ganizations asks your personal intervention 

to that end. 
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'lsr,ael treating 
U.S. Jews like 

milk cows' 
By MALKA RABINOWITZ 

Jerusalem Po.st Correspondent 
it NEW Y'OR'K. - Rabbi Alexander 

Schindler, chairman of the Con­
in ference of Presidents of Major Jew-
3e ish Organlzation1S, criticized Israel 
>f on Friday night for its concentra­
o, tion on the fund-raising function of 
1t American Jewry. 
al "Some American Jews," said 
1- Schindler, "have the feeling that 

they are cows to be milked, walked 
around a bit for some exercise and 

e- then let o'ff to pasture." 
ot Addressing delegates to a con­
m vention of the Zionist Organization 
n- of America here, Schindler said that 
al "cows have their limitations. 
0- •~when I am in trouble, I do not 

want a cow. I want a man with 
the capacity f o r independent 
thought. Truth is the highest form 
of supp·ort fur 'Israel." 

Given the ·strong basic support of 
American Jewry for Israel, it was a 
healthy, perhaps even required de­
velopment that there was ,criticism 
of Israel poUcy. • 

In an address on Saturday even­
ing, ZOA leader Jacques Torczyner 
pointed to a power struggle in the 
American Jewish community in 
which "the fund-ra isers" were seek­
ing to establish dominance "without 
a democratic base." 

B-G University 
honour for K 

Jerusalem P ost Reporter 
BEERSHEBA. - The Ben-Gurion 
University of the Negev will make 
U.S. Secretary of Sta te H enry 
Kissinger an Honorary F ellow a t a 
dmner in New York on September 
20, the universify announced yes­
terday . 

Kissinger has agreed to attend the 
, dinner and receive the award from 

thC' university president, Yosef 
Tekoah. Kissinger was chosen for 
th e honour for his contributions to 
"r.cademic and diplomatic endeavours 
and to the security of the S tate of 
Israel," the university said . 

MOSHE 
DAYAN'S 

"Story of 
My Life" 

reveals 
never-before­
published details 
of his career as ,a 
soldier-politician 
and his private 
life. 

Serialization 
of this 
important 
autobiography 
continues tomorrow 



September 22, 1976 

Dear Dicks 

Your •te ad die ciU.ppiap Jut amvecl ad I am pataful for ,our 
tbouptflllDUa. I alao nat JOU te bow tbat I Ml:, aane with 
,-r caweat,. 

By .., I trut you have tbe full text of -, addnae • lt vu NUt to 
,ou via airadl expn••• ad that can Ne how bopelual:, I vu 
ataca,uotecl ill the t t of •••ae. r. IOaa • , die ZOl la 
napoulbla m thf.a tlalM t.1M.1P tllllPuatt •11•a..,.•111nt eo that 
die platform hurt - pn•• which 
.... on df.ecord. 

You allo 1hotald kMw 
Patf.r, u well u .. .._ f 
dirt. 

1'11 be f.ater••ted in hurilli f 

A blt belated• but aoMthl 
•fff lbu &aid I oouldn't • 
a Joy for \II both. 

lt. aaul tov on your 50tlll I'• 
•--• lt would have bMa auch 

lbea and the ldda join 1n 1Qdlng at reprda to JGU ad tlle fail:, 
aacl ._. beat wl•he• for• bdutiflll, _,,, _. laealthy •• Year . 

labbf. l~prd G. Hinch 
13 Uag Dllvid Stl'Mt 
Jerual.•• ISBAIL 

.lffeotioutely, 

Alexandet' M. &chi.Diller 
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CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF fv1AJOR 

515 PARK AVE, 1U E 

NEV\/ YORK, NE\V YORK 10022 
Plaza 2-1616 AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS Cable Addre-ss: COJOGRA 

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS: 

Amc-rican Israel Public 
Affairs Committee 

American Jewish Congress 

American M,zrachi \Vomen 

American Zion is t Federation 

Anti-Defamation League 

B'nai B'ri th 

B'nai B'ri th Women 

Bna i Zion 

Central Conierence of 
American Rabbis 

Council of Jewish Federations 
and We lfa re ~unds (observer) 

Hadassah 

JeNish Labor Committee 

Jew,sh Reconstructionist 
Founda tion 

Jewish War Veterans 
of the U.S.A. 

Labor Zionist Alliance 

'vl,zrachi-Hapoel Hamizrachi 

National Comm ittee for 
Labor Israel, Inc. 

National Council of 
Jewish v\'omen 

National Council of 
Young Israel 

National Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods 

National Jewish Community 
Relat ions Advisory Council 

Nat ional Jewish Welfare Board 

North American Jewish 
Yo:Jth Counci l 

Pioneer \Vomen 

The Rabbinica l Assembly 

Rabbinical Council of America 

Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations 

Union of Orthodox Jewish 
Congregations of America 

United Synagogue of America 

Women's American ORT 

Women's League for 
Conservat ive Judaism 

World Zionist Organization 
American Section, Inc. 

Zionist Organization of America 

.. -

Mr. Josef A1mog i 
World Zioni st Organization 
P.O . Box 92 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Dear Mr. Al mogi: 

August 27, 1976 

I was both astonished and disturbed to read the artic e , 
"American Je\•1s and Israel," in the 1976 Number l issue of 
Forum , published by the World Zionist Organization: It is 
the kind of reportage 1·1hich one might expe ct to be published 
in a Thi rd World journal -- replete with half-truths, i accuracies, 
misinterpretations and essentially anti - Zionist material of a 
kind that one certainly does not expect to see in a magazi ne 
bearing the impri ma tur of the \o!.Z.O . 

Particul arly troubling is the author ' s treatment of t he so­
called "I srael Task Force" of the NJCRAC and CJFl,,/F, which is 
described as representing "recogn ition on the part of the 
fundrais ers that deve lo pin g beneficial pro-Israel alliances 
and promoting a pro-Israe l public opinion climate is a spe cialized 
skill best handled by exp~rts in the field of community relations. " 

I was startl ed to learn--as I am sure you v10uld be on re ading 
the article--that "the bul k of pro-Israel conmunity relat ions 
activiti es are con ducted not by the Zionist bodies but by the 
officially non-Zionist and pro-Israel American Jewish coITIDlunity 
relations agencies. " 

You may wish to consult Charlotte Jacobson on the accuracy of 
this statement. But even that is not necessary. The author 
reveals his ovm ignorance--an d anti-Zionist bias--in asserting 
that "relatively few" American Jews (he places the number at 
480,000) "are members of officially Zionist organizations. " 
The fact is that this figure is far greater than the ~P-mbership 
of the non-Zionist community relations agencies v,hom he regards 
as the major proponents of pro-Israel sentiment in the U.S. 
The further fact is that 480,000 "members" equals 480,000 
famili es--nearly one out of three Jewish families in the country. 
Not a "relatively few" number at all'. But in his eagerness to 
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justify ignoring the Zionist movement, the author must disr:iiss all Zionist 
pro-Israel activity and argue that "indirect" pro-Israel political activity 
is "conducted la 1-ge ly by the voluntary, mass - membership and tax-exempt local 
and national Jeh1ish 'conJnunity relations' agencies." 

That Hadassah has a far larger "mass membership" F 111 any of the crnm1unity 
rel ations agencies the author mentions is not revealed to the unsuspecting 
reader, nor that the activities of the American Zionist Federation are a so 
"tax exempt," nor that the Zionist moverrenti svi gorously engaged in poli--ical 
action for Israel. 

The author is so eager to vaunt th€ various programs of the "Israel Task 
Force" that he comnits a series of breaches of security. 14e are told, for 
example, that "a national speakers bureau to coordinate the appearance of 
pro-Israel speakers across the country was set up (at a cost of $150,000) as 
an independent agency with no ostensible Jewish identification, so as not to 
impugn its credibility in the general coliiilunity . " There is a descripti"n of 
another project to prepare interpretive mater ial on Israel for Washington ­
based columnists, "commentators and reporters ($30,000). There is also a 
description of efforts "to in troduce the news of Israel" into "specialized 
trade and technical publications." 

Is it necessary for a Zionist magazine to publish such facts and thus reveal 
strategy and tactics to the Arab League, the Senator Abourezks and the enemies 
of Israel l'iherever they may be? 

Finally, I must tell you, in all candor, that I am offended by the author's 
description of the Presidents Conference. \·Jhat is particularly infuriating is 
to read the author's comments on the admitted fact that the Presidents Conference 
"to a certain extent has been recognized by successive Administrations as ... 
official spokesman for American Je.,.1ry on Israel and related matters ." 

One would have thought that any objective observer writing on the subject of 
"American Jews and Israel" might underscore the significance of this historic 
development, both for American Jewry and for Israel. Instead, the author 
dismisses the very idea of it. "The reality of the situation," he writes, 
"is somewhat different from appearances." 

In other vmrds, the "successive Administrations" that have been foolish enough 
to regard the Conference of Presidents as the "official spokes filan for American 
Jeviry" ought nov, to withdrav, that recognition. Perhaps after reading such a· 
statement in an official 1·/.Z.O. publication, the Arabists in the State Cepartment 
may be emboldened to propose a change in policy. If the Presidents Conference 
does not represent American Jewry, why should the President and the Secretary 
of State bother to meet with it? Far from being the authentic voice of American 
Jewry on issues affecting the security and dignity of Jev1s abroad, according 
to the author, the Presidents Conference serves merely as "an occasional forum 
for discussion--particularly convenient for visiting Israeli dignitaries who 
wish to address 'the American Jewish Community' at one fell s1-10op- - and as an 
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occasional spokesman in rare cases of unity . 11 

Is American Je\vish unity so "rare" as to make the Pres idents Conference 
only an "occasional II spokesman? You and I kno1v better . And is the 
"diverse" composition of the Presidents Conference a drawback that 
operates "to prec lude any meaningfu l functional role?" Or is not the 
Presidents Conference able to speak for American Jewry--a nd has not t he 
Presidents Conference been recognized by "successive Admin is tration s "- ­
precisely because it is so di verse and so broadly representative ? The broad 
range of ideologies and function among the constituent organizations of the 
Presidents Conference lies at the heart of its strength and significance; 
1"hen t he Presidents Conference speaks, it s peaks for all AITErican Jewry. 
That is why it is regarded correctly as the authe ntic voice of the lar ; est 
and riches t Jewish co mnunity in the ,..,,orld . And it is this recognitio n that 
is so resented by the "Profes sor of Je1-1ish Studies and Politica·1 Scien~e" 
who is published by the W.Z.O. to ''examine the political relationship of the 
American J e\vi sh coITmun i ty to Is rae 1 . " 

It is intri gu ing to note that the author bases his assessments exclusively 
on inte rv ie1•1s l'lith "many staff members of the various community relat·on s 
agencies" co mpris ing the Israel Task Force . He sought no intervie•..is v, ith 
leaders of the Presidents Confere nce, or of the Zioni st organizations, or 
any of the many other major organizations whose membershi p encompasses th e 
bulk of f.merican· Je\'iry . Did the good doctor realiy expect an obj ective 
assessme nt from those wh o are subjectively involved? As a CClY alur,,n•.;s , I 
am particularly pa ined by s uc h shoddy meth odology . Meritocracy cle arly has 

its day , not jus t when i t comes to admissions but on the faculty level 

I will not fatigue you by listing th e many other errors of fact and i nter ­
pretation to which um-,ary readers of the Forum have been expos ed in this 
article. Suffice it to say that they are innuri~rabl e. It is oisheartening 
and puzzling that the WZO shou ld give them currency . 

I am av1are that the magazine includes the standard disclai mer that "the views 
presented in the articles are thos e of the authors' only. " Bu t I do not 
regard this as absclving the editors or Forum of re sponsibili ty for 
publishing materia l that is dan0ging--indeed , dangerous--to the cause of 
Israel. 

AMS:arf 

cc: Mrs. Charlotte Jacobson 
Mr. Zvi Yaron 
Mr. A. Schenker 

bee: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



HABBI ALE~A~DER .M. SCHll\DLEll e C!\10~ OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGHEGATlONS 

Mrs. Max N. Matzkin 
National President 
Hadassah 
New York, N.Y. 10019 

Dear Rose: 

PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021 (212) 249-0100 

Augus t 11, 1976 

First of all, do not be "saddened" by having to write as you did. Why 
should a letter taking issue with what I said sadden you? l certainly 
am not in any sense offended by it, all the more so because I respect 
your judgments much, I always have and even in this instance you are 
just and wise in some of the points you make . 

Let me deal with the various points you raise ad seriatim: 

1/ Sorry I gave you 150,000 more members than you have, ascribe it to 
a rabbinic proneness to hyperbole which is exceedingly difficult to shake. 
I don't have the San Francisco interview before me -- as a matter of fact, 
I rarely do more than scan these clippings, not wanting to be annoyed by 
the usual garble -- but as I recall it the question to which I responded 
was the following, "Are the presidents of the Presidents' Conference 
really representative of organized American Jewry?" and my response was 
that we are, I am elected, David Blumberg is elected, and you, of course , 
are an added shining example. 

2/ You are right on the National Conference on Soviet Jewry question and 
I was clearly under a misapprehens ion. I checked this matter now fully 
and the formation was not quite the way I was given to understand it was. 
On the other hand, I stand by my conviction that a separate organization 
for this and other like efforts merely serves further to fragmentize the 
American Jewish connnunity and that the entire Soviet Jewry issue should 
be handled by one of the umbrella organizations, to wit the Presidents' 
Conference. 

3/ On the matter of Vietnam you will have to take my word for it. The 
UAHC, as you know, was the Jewish organization most closely identified with 
the anti-war movement. At that tiIT.e I was Vice President and I give you my 
word that I received call after call and messenger after messenger enjoin­
ing us to tone down our public statements if not to eliminate them entirely 
since "those guns which face America in Vietnam are the guns which will face 
us in Israel." There were times when in response to these pleas and just 
for the sake of "Sholom Bayis," Al Vorspan and I marched into Maurice to 
plead with him to cooperate. True, neither Rabin nor anyone else of that 
rank ever said this to me directly, but their ministers did and certainly 
gave the impression that they were not speaking for themselves. 



d but not at the expense o our 

When will the leaders of Ame1. 

the offensive and make their posh 

r President Carter who is becoming ._ 

n more autocratic and more "even-handed" than 

any of our previous presidents. 
Dr. Solomon Colodner 

d 
Back to '48 partition 

s Dear Editor: 

st I found Rabbi Raclanan' s icle of May 29th 

extremely disturbing. His eliance on President 

Carter has now been o ertaken by the Presi­

dent's press conference of May 27th. His state­

ments there indicate t t we are, in effect, back 

st to the 1947 Partitioro Resolution. Here Rabbi 

a Rademan discusses Jefrusalem as a birthday pre-

ent (!), while C r is essentially at square 

d one, questioning Isr el's establishment. 

... S Rabbi Rae an' line of thought - " that 

d l raeli Jews . . . become obsessed with tht'. 

notion of sovereignty ... facts, not ab tract 

concepts' - i even more remarkable in the 

J- light of current event . I trust that a Ramat Gan 

t. per pective rather than that of New York will 

eJ c nv-ince Rabbi Rackman that if there i any 
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4/ I really do think that there was a kind of worshipful attitude toward 
Golda on the American Jewish scene which led most among us to give her 
unquestioned obeisance. But you are right, it is probably wiser if I do 
not say so publicly and I won't in the future, but I still believe it. 
The feet of clay did not become too widely apparent until 1973 and while 
there were undoubtedly some who had doubts before then, those doubts 
were not voiced. 

5/ I, t oo, am tired of all this discussion about dissent and I must tell 
you that I am getting clobbered from both sides . On the one hand people 
say I am really a messenger for Breira and on the other hand people say 
that what I am trying to do i s t o exercise censorship on the American 
Jewish community . Obviously , neither is the case . It may be true for 
others but I for one do not use word s like "open discussion" and "dissent" 
as a code word for Breira . Joe Sternstein and Jacques Torczyner have had 
as much say in the conduct of the Presidents ' Conference, if not more, than 
they did in any prior administration . When I say open discussion, I mean 
open discussion for everyone . 

6/ In regard to the CCAR resolution, let me assure you at once that I had 
absolutely nothing to do with it, I did not even participate in the debate 
nor in a special meeting which was convened past midnight one night to dis­
cuss the subject at greater length. As I understand it, the final version 
was a kind of "amalgam" designed to compromise a number of forces, the 
doves on the one hand and the hawks on the other. The doves wanted to 
have the Social Action resolution, which you will recall, affirmed and the 
hawks and centrists would have none of it. Moreo/ver, in his final address 
Arthur Lelyveld came down pretty heavy on the "critics of Israel," so much 
so that the press misrepresented him as having labeled them treasonous if 
not more. This led to the insistence on the reaffinnation of a free dis­
cussion. What I am really trying to say is that most of the problems were 
internal CCAR rather than external Israel vis a vis the American Jewish 
community. 

I think that I have pretty much covered everything you raised. Again, let 
me say how deeply I appreciate your constructive comments. 

Good luck with your convention and warmest regards . 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Mrs. Max N. Matskin 
National President 
Hadassah 
New York, N.Y. 10019 

Dear !lose: 

August 11, 1976 

First of all, do t be "sa dene " by having to write aa you did. Why 
should a letter taking i i,ue with what I &al udden you? ! certainly 
am not in any H11H offe-1ed by lt, all 1:be re 80 becau•• I respect 
your judgments much, I l: ray, hb and even in: this instance you are 
jus't and wise in Olll8 of the points you make. 

Let me deal with the various 1 ta you rai1e ad s rt.atim: 

1/ Sorry I gave ou you rutve, ascribe it to 
a rabbinic pronene o ceedin ty difficult to shake. 
I don't have the Sa Fr --~ a matter of fact, 
I rarely do more th n t e c lipp , t wa11ti to be annoyed by 
the usual rble - but I recall it ~h ques ion to which I responded 
was the followia,g, ''Are the p~id61lts of the President•' COn.ference 
really representativ of orGllnized Ame. can Jewry?" nnd my response wae 
that wear, I am elected, David Bl er is ct d, nd you, of course, 
are an add shining e..~l~. 

2/ You are right on th¥ National Confe ence o 
I was clearly under... sa r n ion. I hec t 1 matter now fully 
and the formation was not ui t e :, y I wa uiv n o und rataud it wu. 
On the other hand, I stand by my' conviction that a separate organization 
for thia and other like efforts merely serves further to tragmenti~e the 
American Jewiah community and that the entlre Soviet Jewry iaaue should 
be band.led by one m9bthllumbrella organizations, to wit the Presidents' 
Conference. 

3/ On the atter of Vietnam you will have to take I'll)' word for ,it. The 
UAHC, a1 you know• wu the Jewi1h organization moat closely idadt.iUed with 
the anti-war movement. At that tilaiI waa Vice President and I gtve you my 
word that I received call after call aud meaaenger after ••••nser enjoin­
ing us to tone down our public atatemanta if not to eU.minate them ntirely 
since "those gun.a which face A.rica in Vietnam are the gum whic.b "111 face 
us in Israel." There were ti•• when in response to theH •~••• and just 
for the sake of "Sholom Bayia • " Al Vonpan and I •rched iu.:o Maurice to 
plead vith him to cooperate. ~. neither Rabin nor anyone-~l•• of that 
rallk ever said thia to me din4tly, but their m1nlaten did~ certainly 
,ave the tm,reaaion that they -t,ere not speaking for theuelvea . \ 
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4/ I really dO think that thin wa a ktnd Of vonlalptul attitude tOlftid 
Golcla • tlae Aartcan .J•isla .... vhiola led -t ...._ us te alw bar 
-.-.ttwd obelNDC4t. 111t ,- an riglat, lt u frobabl1 viNI' tf I do 
•tea, ao publicly and I voa't ta die future, but I ltlll belt.ft tt. 
The t t f lay did mt bee tDo widely appannt uattl 1973 aa4 vb11e 
than undoubtedly.._ vu 1-4 cloubta befon then, thN• doubt• 

not voiced. 

5/ I, too, ma tf. nnt and I ... t tel1 
~ that I a g·aet!i-1.Nt t• ODe band ~le 
say I really •IINnatlJ: ther had peop NY 
Jbat what I am ~ffl• •ll'C'1.ae ..... .,.lip oo. the Aaan.cu 
J•tah -i01111aity WD'lFMIU9•iY°• ... 11:aar It •Y be true for 
others but I for WJ ion' .and ''du qt" 
.u a code word Tol'ca,-r have llil 
ae aaacl:a -, 111 the colllluc • Collfenace, if IIOt mon, tMll 
they did in an, rlor ~-- I NY open dianuioa, I 91ND, 
op$11 d:l.acuu! n for e.vM:'YtJ!I•. 

6/ In regard to the CCAR me assUft you at 011C6 that I had 
abeelutely notht to do • 1 not participate in th$ debate 
nor in aped.al convened t micbdght nipt to dis-
c a the subject at 111.1:111H11o Aa I und• tend it, the final venioq 
vu a kind of "amalgam" ro.ml•e n~r of force•• the 
dovu on the om nd and ~ o tiler. The 4 Wf,llted to 

e th SOClal Action resolut , which you ¥111 r 11, ffll'lled and tta. 
---- and triata would have QOM f it. reoever. ta final adctr .. • 
Arthur Lelyveld down pre ty ~ en tbe ''en.ties of Isnel,' .. h 

that the preu m1erepnaeated him having lab led t tnunou9 tf 
mt .... t'ld4' led to die i.uu~ oa the naffizmation of a free dla• 
CNMioa. What I nally tl')'laa c. ay ta tbat ••t of t roblesu r,e 
iatena1 CCAa r• than t mal I nel vu a ri tlle Alltrtoan Jewt•h 
COIMIJdty, 

I thl. that I - pntty ..ch covencl ....,,thlna nt.ed. Agaifl, l•t 
- .., .., deeplJ I appnelate ,-r OOMt ft e&4•-DE 

Good luck with JOUI' OOIIVfttloa 11114 WUIIHt regucle. 

Siaoe 1ft 

Alexaader M. Sahl.1141er 
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Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Alex: 

August 5, 1976 

The combination of your interview in the San Francisco Jewish 
Bulletin and the resolutions passed at the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis leads me to write the kind of letter which I did 
not believe I would ever have occasion t o send to you . 

Let me first deal with the interview . I thank you for your free 
gift to Hadassah of an additional 150,000 members, but our member­
ship still has attained only the glorious number of 350 , 000. And 
while it is true that I won a contested election, I did not have to 
"fight my way up the ladder . " 

I think the issue of dissent has taken on the aspect of an attempt 
to muzzle people's opinions . The question is what does dissent 
represent? Dissent, according to the dictionary means, "to differ 
in belief or opinion or to reject the doctrine of an established 
church." Dissent need not necessarily be only on the part of 
BREIRA, JDL, or - in Israel - the group which calls itself 
Gush Emunim . 

There is a great difference of opinion in Israel on how to achieve 
peace and security, just as there is a difference of opinion in this 
country on how we can help Israel to achieve that peace and security . 
However, to make it appear that dissent in the Jewish connnunity is 
a virtue only because it is dissent and therefore must be respected , 
is doing ourselves a disservice . 

I could disagree with you about whether or not American Jewry should 
have a say in Israel's policy decisions. But when you say publicly 
that Israel told us that we should not oppose the Vietnam War, I 
think you will have to document for me who the "they" are , when it 
was told to us, and why you feel it necessary to make a statement 
such as this, undocumented, in a public newspaper . Your facts about 
the formation of the National Council for Soviet Jewry are incorrect . 
Golda Meir had little or nothing to do with its formation, even 
though she was the Foreign Minister . 
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Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations - 2 - August 5, 1976 

Your facts about the formation of the National Council for Soviet 
Jewry are incorrect. Golda Meir had little or nothing to do with 
its formation, even though she was the Foreign Minister. 

I believe that you do yourself and Israel a disservice when you say 
that "everything Golda wanted, Golda got," etc. There were many who 
questioned what was happening both in Israel and in the Jewish 
communities during the years between 1967 and 1973. I am not nervous 
about you, Alex, as you claim some Zionists are. But I think you 
do yourself and the Presidents' Conference an injustice with this 
kind of flip statement . 

As you know, I am a member of a Reform congregation, and no one was 
happier than I when I began to see the acceptance of Zionist ideology 
by all bodies within the Reform Movement, whether members of the 
Reform Movement were members of Zionist organizations, or not. However, 
I consider it horrendous that the CCAR has adopted the kind of resolu­
tions which were reported in the press. 

I am particularly distressed to find that the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis passed a resolution in which it called for the 
encouragement of a full discussion in the North American Jewish 
community for alternatives, and to support forums for every subject 
including options for the solution of the "Palestine" problem . The 
implication seems to be that there is presently , no place or 
opportunity for such discussions. That resolution ends with a 
statement that dissent is not disloyal and then reaffirms commitment 
to and support for open discussion on ways to bring about a secure 
peace for Israel. It strengthens my opinion that the word "dissent" 
has now become a new synonym for BREIRA and that it is not simply a 
question of who dissents from prevailing opinion but that dissent for 
the sake of dissent shall now become a glorious achievement . 

I am saddened , Alex, by having to write this , but I feel that I 
must, if only because I respect your ability , your integrity, and your 
ability to be a leader . 

Sincerely , 

N. Matzkin 
President 
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CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS i~ 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONSY 

515 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Plaza 2-1616 Cable Address: COJOGRA 

"DISSENT IN THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY 
ISSUES AND RESPONSIBILITIES" 

(Summary of a discussion---- June 15, 1976) 

:-... :: . 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, chairman, opened the discussion, 
explaining that the meeting had been called because of a growing 
interest in the subject and a general feeling that it would be 
useful to explore both the areas of dissent of American Jews from 
Israel's policies and the responsibilities that necessarily 
ac_company expressions of dissent. 

Rabbi Eugene Borowitz of Hebrew Union College, editor of 
Sh 'ma;. and a member of Breira, made the opening presentation. 

Dissenters feel that the Jewish "Establishment" has manifested 
a monolithic attitude of defensiveness on the West Bank issue, 
Rabbi Borowitz said. They believe that . the establishment does not 
encourage open discussion and very rarely allows for genuine debate. 
Because most organizations want something from the State of Israel . -­
money, program assistance, or the kovod of being publicly 
associated with the State of Israel and its leaders -- the inevitable 
result is a muffling of dissent, he said. 

In support of this argument, Dr. Borowitz noted that all 
Jewish magazines of over 10,000 circulation are organizationally 
controlled and that most Anglo-Jewish newspapers are part of the 
Federation-UJA structure and that large-scale community gatherings 
do not provide for debates on policy alternatives or possibilities. 

Rabbi Borowitz said a variety of tactics were used to discredit 
dissenters, including personal attacks on their professional and . 
Jewish credentials and guilt by association -- the use of the sneer 
and epithets such as "self-hating Jew," "Marxist fellow-traveller," 
"neo-Nazi," etc. Ultimately, Dr. Borowitz argued, issues are never 
discussed -- only the personalities involved. Yet, in his view, 
dissent was not only morally desirable, but in fact a particularly 
Jewish virtue. 

Dr. Borowitz contended that because of a commonly-held view 
that "the Jewish people needs a united front in order to survive," 
no issue can be debated since every debate is bad for Israel. 
Increasing numbers of dissenters believe, however, that a perpetual 
united .front ~is "bad politics." Moreover, American Jewish dissenters 
did not invent the issues; they are only raising issues that first 
arose in Israel. Meanwhile, if and when the Israeli government 
changes its composition or its policies, the American Jewish 
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community would be unprepared because of a lack of informed public 
discussion 0£ issues. 

Dr. Borowitz expressed the view that the American Jewish 
community tended either to over-react or to react over-zealously 
to "cues" from Israel. An example cited was the Mexican situation, 
where he said the reaction was . such that not even the Israelis 
were happy. In addition, he said, a stricture on public dissent 
was particularly difficult because the boundaries between what is 
public and what is private becomes blurred. Suppressing public· 
debate and holding private debates "within the c~ub," he added, 
leaves the vast majority of the Jewish community ill-informed and 
uneducated. 

A vacuum exists and, as in nature, groups spring up to fill 
it, Dr. Borowitz observed. As the Jewish Defense League filled a 
vacuum for a while -- albeit not by methods or tactics approved of 
by most of organized Jewry -- so, to, were new groups springing 
up unlikely to abide by the rules set up by the organized community. 
The very nature of dissent presupposed that, unless co-opted by 
the community, dissenters could not "abide by the rules" because 
they were already marginal to the community. The question was, 
with the minority growing 1a·rger and more vocal, what could be 
done to stimulate proper debate? 

Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld, immediate past president of the 
Rabbinical Council of American, made the second presentation. 

Rabbi Schonfeld held that such events as the Salute to Israel 
Parade and the Soviet Jewry Solidarity Day march represented, with 
their enormous crowds, the "gut feelings" of the vast majority of 
American Jews. Dissent in the Jewish community, he said, did not 
mean the same as it did with respect to Vietnam. To the Jews, 
dissent conjured up memories of Auschwitz. As a result, Rabbi 
Schonfeld said, dissent was appropriate only when it did not help 
the enemies of the Jewish people. 

We live in a time of unprecedented danger for the Jewish 
people, Rabbi Schonfeld went on to say. To the extent that Israel 
survived, we would. Israel's security was ours. Therefore, while 
we had a right and an obligation to speak out and voice our 
criticisms of Israel, the ultimate decisions could be made only by 
the Israelis themselves. 

Rabbi Schonfeld said he was concerned not so much by what the 
dissenters were saying as by where they were saying it -- in the 
pages of the New York Times and the Washington Post. And he 
charged dissenters with behaving as they did because, as he put it, 
they had not forgiven either the State of Israel or Prime Minister 
Rabin for having supported former President Nixon. 

Rabbi Schonfeld concluded by asserting the belief that dissent 
was valuable so long as it was not made public. He recalled that 
the Sinai Pact divided the Presidents Conference but that for public 
consumption a consensus had been hammered out. We must, therefore, 
iron out our differences beforehand so as not to give aid and 
comfort to our enemies. 
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During the discussion that followed the two opening presentations 1 

Rabbi Louis Bernstein (RZA) expressed the view that the "so-called" 
dissenters were · trying to force Israel into showing her hand before 
peace .negotiations were undertaken, thereby abetting Israel's 
enemies. . . 

. \ . ~'; .----:·' 
.•. ., -~:.:: 

Rabbi Sol . Roth (RCA) argued that dissent could and should be 
encouraged when the issue was not one of survival but that a united 
front must be presented when _ the issue was one of survival. • 

. .. 

Harold Grubard (LZA) supported Rabbi Schonfeld's contention 
that the ultimate responsibility was on the heads of the Israelis 
and that American Jews, living in the United States, could not 
presume to decide what the major or :minor issues concerning survival 
were. 

Rabbi Amiel Wohl (CCAR) held that the real problem was not the 
issue of dissent from Israel's policies but how to mobilize 
support for them, and that the major issue confronting the Jewish 
.community today was how to build a real Zionist movement and a 
-real ideology of commitment in the Jewish community. 

Mrs. Rose Halperin agreed with Rabbi Wohl that the really . 
important question was how to educate the Jewish community 
affirmatively rather than negatively. On the issue at hand, the 
real question was how and when dissent was expressed. Why, she 
asked, were the dissenters so anxious to publicly express their 
·views? · 

Rabbi Israel Miller expressed the view that while the 
dissenters did love Israel they were misguided and, because of their 
lack of judgement, could be dangerous ~ "Be wise but be careful of 
your words," he suggested. He noted that Breira was not the only 

' dissenting group and that we were not a monolithic community. 
American Jews had a right and an obligation to a point of view; \ 
however, in being supportive of Israel, we acted most effectively 
when we arrived at a consensus. 

Rabbi Emanuel Holzer (RCA) expressed the opinion that Dr. 
Borowitz' argument was a straw man. He endorsed Rabbi Miller's 
argument that the guiding principle in the Jewish community was 
consensus and that it was not a monolith·.-

Rabbi Joseph Glaser (CCAR) agreed with Dr. Borowitz that there 
was a vacuum in the American Jewish community. But he voiced 
concern about "going public," noting the pitfalls involved. · Items • 
in the Anglo-Jewish press -- ads, news releases, notices -- intended 
for "internal" consumption were often picked up by the daily press. 
The Breira ad which helped trigger the present concern with dissent . 
had appeared in the Jerusalem Post and was timed to coincide with 
the anti-Kadum rally held in Tel Aviv. Unhappily, it was then 
picked up by the New York Times as a straight news story. Where 
then does "internal" dissent leave off and "public" dissent begin? 

·Rabbi Glaser felt that with a minimal United Nations and a weak and 
frightened Europe, the only guarantee of Israel's survival was the 
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United States. The Jewish people was therefore in great danger. 

Consequently, if the minority failed to win adherents to its views 

within the Jew.ish community and went outside -- ~. Washington 

they were not only being irresponsible but were indulging in a 

tyranny of the minority. 

Following .the free discussion, Dr. Borowitz rose to deliver 

his final remarks. He had not suggested, he said, that we in the 

American Jewish community should make decisions for Israel but that 

we make them for ourselves. For that we needed an informed, 

educated American Jewry, something we did not now have. The pity 

of it was that once the Israeli government made a decision, it 

counted on us for support. But American Jews, not having been 

i~volved in the process, were left bewildered. 

, Agreeing with Rabbi Miller that on major matters there was a 

need for unity and an instrumentality such as the Presidents 

Conference, he called upon the Conference to help set up guide­

lines for appropriate dissent in the American Jewish community to 

be directed to the organized Jewish community. These guidelines, 

he said, should be directed at exploring three questions: When 

can one dissent? On what can one dissent? How can one dissent? 

Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg, president of the American Jewish . 

Congress, was called on by Rabbi Schindler to summarize and weave 

together the varying strands of the discussion. · 

Rabbi Hertzberg prefaced his remarks with what he called "two 

factual observations" -- first, that the vast majority of American 

Jews were to the right of Jewish leadership on issues concerning 

Israel. In the minds of the majority, unfailing support of Israel 

was The Religion. 
( 

As an example, Rabbi Hertzberg cited the case of the tourism 

boycott against Mexico instituted by Jewish organizations after 

that country's vote in support of the U.N. General Assembly 

resolution condemning Zionism. When the organizations decided to 

·reinstitute Mexican tourism, their members simply refused to follow. 

Rabbi Hertzberg's second observation was that abuses of 

consensus and pressures on the ~onsensus stem not only from the 

left but from the right as well. He noted, for example, that the 

whole issue of Kadum was brought to the attention of the press by 

the fact of the settlement itself -- in direct opposition to 

government policy -- and the march through ·.the West Bank. The left 

wing became involved only after the debate was initiated by the 

right. 

The difficulty was that no one had yet adequately defined the 

meaning of "community" -- and the American Jewish community in 

particular. If we accepted the community of Ben-Gurion, where the 

Galut is peripheral, the American Jewish community was simply a 

"claque" existing only to shout "hurray" to all that the State of 

Israel does. If, however, we believe that Jews are "One People," 

then we in the American Jewish community have the right and 

responsibility to help decide ~he future course of Jewish life. 
• ••, I • I 
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The difficulty arises when we realize that the Jewish community is 
neither centered in Jerusalem nor multi-polar. In Rabbi Hertzberg's 
mind, the community could be defined, for want of a better term, 
as "a community of not-quiteness" -- not quite parity between 
Jerusalem and the Golab and not quite non-parity. 

Given this imprecise condition, what is our role? Rabbi 
Hertzberg expressed the view that we must constantly make clear to 
Jerusalem what are the real issues and events in the American Jewish 
community. While Israel ha~ its own agenda, there is also an agenda 
in Kansas City -- and it may not always agree with the one in 
Jerusalem. It is our duty, therefore, to make the Israelis listen · 
to and understand what Kansas City is concerned about. 

• At the same time, there are dangers to dissent. Thus, in the 
1956~57 Suez crisis, the U.S. Secretary of State took advantage of 
deep divisions within the American Jewish community to achieve 
certain political goals he perceived to be the needs of American 
foreign policy but that seriously damaged Israel's position. 

Regardles~ of the code words one uses, Rabbi Hertzberg 
continued, be it "survival," "defense," "security," etc., what 
Israel .· does and how it acts has a powerful effect on American 
Jewish life. Therefore, the American Jewish community has the 
right and obligation to have its own opinions and to dissent if 
necessary from Israel's positions -- bearing in mind, however, 
that one must be willing to pay the price of that dissent. 

What Rabbi Hertzberg did find objectionable were those 
dissenters who used outside power or influence to impose .·their 
perception of "What's good for the Jews" on the Jews. Thus, he 
continued, the real problem was not with those Jews who dissent 
within the American Jewish community but with those, marginal to 
the community, who take their arguments and disagreements with the 
community to the general American public. This "messirah" goes 
beyond the acceptable boundaries of debate. Alluding inter alia 
to Kurt Lewin's concept of identity, Rabbi Hertzberg pointedtothe 
danger represented by prominent Jews who are :_looked upon by the 
general public as Jewish leaders by virtue of their positions .. 
within the general community and who seek to impose the "tyranny 
of the minority" upon the majority of the Jewish community by their 
manipulation of the American press and American policy-makers to 
gain coverage for their dissenting views on Israel. Here it was 
no longer a question of seeking to influence Israeli policy through 
legitimate dissent but rather of influencing American policy 
toward Israel through public criticism that attacked Israel '.s 
position and thereby weakening the Jewish State. • 

Rabbi Hertzberg felt that those who felt strongly about the 
right to dissent should do so -- but to "fight the good fight" 
meant to fight from within and to be willing to take the lumps 
which are the inevitable result of dissent. (He saw no reason why 
the Jewish "Establishment" had to make it easy for dissenters by 
supporting their publications or paying for their opinions.) 
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Rabbi Hertzberg concluded by asserting that the issue of 
dissent within the American Jewish community might best be 
approached by asking two questions: (1) What is community? and 
(2) What are the sources of power? 

submitted by Joanne Jahr 
20 July 1976 
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Mr. Ben L. Kaufman 
Cincinnati Inquirer 
617 Vine Street 
Cincinn ti, Ohio 45202 

Dear Ben: 

July 29, 1976 

I just returned from Israel and your column of July 17th was called to my 
attention. l do think t t your statement. at 1 ast in its tone and with 
its reference to "censorship of public Jewish debate," misrepre ents the 
consensus of the Presidents' Confer nee. 

I a writing these lines not for the sake of eliciting any kind of correction 
from you. It is more of person 1 note because I nat you to understand what 
our position is. 

To begin ith, I think you ust ee our tatement in its proper context of an 
erican Jewish community hich, p to 1 7 at 1 at, ave unque tioned alle­

giance to the policies as they w re enunc ated by the Israeli government. 
Whatever Golda wanted, Golda got. In 1973, all that was changed *lid the idol 
of old proved to have fee of clay. ile there wa no erosion of support for 
lsr el among erican Jew, thee was som erosion of confidence. Que tions 
concerning the wisdo of this or that Ir eli overnmental policy began to be 
heard here as they did in I rael. In Israel, these d ssenting voices were freely 
heard and could not be stiffled. On tli American scene the Israeli e tablishment, 
mostly domestic, trove to do so. 

Seen in this context, our call for a full and free discussion of all views con­
cerning Israel represents in effect a declaration of independence, a erting the 
ri ht swell as the responsibility of the American Jewish community to assert 
it ~vies and to give the full opportunity for the expression of divergence. 

Concomitant with these rights and responsibilities come the duty to communicate 
these views in all their patterned divergence to the I raeli leadership and I am 
in the process of establishing the means for such a communication which I hope 
will obtain not only on the national level, but on every level of the American 
Jewish community in its contacts with Israel. 
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.Now to the issue of "public" dissent. Quite obviously, once these matters 
are debated among Jewish organizations and on various Jewish platforms 
throughout the country, divergences cannot be kept secret. They are public 
property and no attempt has been made or is being made or will be made (at 
least insofar as I am concerned) to prevent their public disclosure. Ob­
viously some of these divergences may give "aid and comfort'' to the enemy 
but that is the price of freedom and I choose the honey even with its sting. 

I draw the line only on that kind of public criticism whose sole intent it 
is to garner U.S. public support or even U.S. governmental support for a 
particular ideological position. This, it seems to me, consti tutes "Messira" 
which our tradition has always eschewed. 

Three further comments in this connec tion: 

a) I include in both my freedom and my strictures the right and the 
left. Criticism of Israeli governmenta l policy does not only come from 
the Bereira . When the JDL stages public demonstrations, it does not seek 
to make its views known e i the ~ to the Jewish c ommunit y or t o the Israel 
leadership; it addresses itself solely to U.S. pub l ic opinion. In other 
words, my use of the word "open discussion" is not a code word to encourage 
criticism from the l e ft alone, and the established leadership of the right 
will be able to tes tify that, under my a dministration as chairman of the 
Presidents' Confer enc e, they have had more ample opportunity for the ex­
pression of their view than they've ever had before . 

b) Those differences which obtain in the American community are not any ­
where as wide as they are portrayed to be in the press . The terms 11dove 11 

and "hawk II are misapplied once transferred from the Viet Nam experience 
to the Middle East situation. No Jewish hawk argues for the leveling of 
Damascus or for the mining of the Alexandria harbor; nor does a Jewish dove 
propose that we abandon Israel altogether. What separates the two are ·the 
risks that should be taken for peac e. 

c) One of the matters which troubles me greatly, especially concerning that 
criticism of Israeli policy which comes from the left and with which I would 
normally sympathize, is that there is not even a shadow of a response from 
the Arab side, no indication whatsoever that any kind of a give on Israel's 
side will elicit a responsive give in the Arab world. Here is Israel 's pro ­
blem in its quintessenc e. 

I hope that my lines will give you some idea on where I stand and why I was 
offended by your designation of our actions as "censorship" writing further 
that "Christians will be angered" by our action. I real l y do not . k,now o r 
understand how this can be a consequenc e. 

Again, let me tell you this is a personal letter wh ich seeks no reaction or 
retraction, merely a better understanding on your part of our position. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

c c : Mr. Albert Vorspan 





CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

515 PARK AVENUE 

Plaza 2-1616 

Mr. Richard Ostling 
Religion Editor 
Time Magazine 
Time Life Building 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Mr. Ostling: 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Cable Address : COJOGRA 

July 29, 1976 

In accordance with our conversation, I enclose a news release issued 
on June 17, 1976, at a news conference called by Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, 
Chairman of the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations. 

The material summarizes a meeting called by the Presidents Conference 
on June 15, 1976. The subject of "dissent" within the Jewish Community may 
be found on pages two and three. 

If you wish to speak with Rabbi Schindler further on the subject, may I 
suggest that you call him at his office at the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, of which he is president, at (212) 249-0100. Should you wish 
to reach him over the weekend his home number is (203) 227-0232. 

RC:jd 
Enc. 

With all good wishes, 

cc: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Sincerely, 

~ ~JA_/ 

Richard Cohen 
Press Officer 



.. CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

515 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Plaza 2-1616 Cable Address: COJOGRA 

Contact: Richard Cohen 

For Immediate Release 

NEW YOR.T{, June 17 -- The chairman of the Conference of Presidents of 

Major 'American Je·,lish Organizations today called on the Ford Administration and 

"all candidates for the Presidency" to adopt a Middle East strategy that would 

emphasize "the,-kind of peace which the Arab states must accept and the method 
(/ 

by which agreement on that peace is to be reached." 

At a news conference prior to his departure for meetings in Israel, Rabbi 

Alexander M. Schindler declared: "The debate on how best to reduce tensions in 

the Middle East has centered in recent months on the extent of territorial con­

cessions that Israel must make. 

"It is time that the makers of our country's Middle East policy -- and 

those who hope to make it -- recognize that if there is to be a just and lasting 

peace in the M::.ddle East three essential conditions must be met: 

"They are: (1) Economic and cultural relations -- the free movement of 

goods and people; (2) Diplom~tic relations between Israel and her Arab neighbors; 

(3) Secure borders as the guarantee of the sovereignty and territorial integrity 

of all the nations in ' the area." 

Rabbi Schindler added that "American policy must be based on recognition 

that these goals can be reached only in direct negotiations between the parties -­

not by any imposed settlement." 

He co,1tinued: "Direct negotiations between the parties are not merely more 

conducive to the establislunent of normal, :f'riendly internstional relations; they 

are symbolic of that act of mutual recoe;nition which is the essential pre-requisite 

(MORE) 

-~T_,_., __ r.,.....-
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to a Middle East peace." 

Rabbi Schindler said that "The focus of discussion must shi.ft frmn the 

r.eturn of territories to the nature of peace, from a one-sided demand for Israeli 

concessions to the insistence that the Arab states take steps now -- not a gen­

eration from nm, -- to normalize their relations wi tl-:J. the Je',;ish state and to 

make clear they have abandoned their refusal to accept Israel's sovereignty. 

,:We intend 'to make this approach known to the Presidential candidates of 

bo'th major . parties,"· the Presidents Conference leader declared. 

Yehuda ~ellman, executive director of the Presidents Conference, said 

/f 
both the Repu'&fican and Democratic nominees for the Presidency would make formal 

addresses to the Presidents Conference following their respective party conven­

tions. He recalled that in 1972 Richard Nixon and George McGovern had accepted 

invitations from the Presidents Conference to speak. 

Ori Jewish 11Dissent 11 

On the question of "dissent" within the Jewish comnunity, Rabbi Schindl2r 

disclosed details of a special meeting on the subject called by the Conference of 

Presidents Tuesday (June 15). 

At that meeting Rabbi Eugene Borowitz of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish 

Institute of Religion spoke in favor of a policy that would encourage dissent from 

and criticism of Israeli policies. Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld, former president of 

the Rabbinical Council of America, are:,rued against that position. Rabbi Arthur 

Hertzberg, president of the American Jewish 9ongress, summarized the arguments 

and expressed the concensus of the discussion that followed the opening presenta­

tions. 

"The overwhelming opinion of the more than 100 representatives who atten­

ded," Rabbi Schindler said, "was to support free expression of the widest variety 

f'.) 
' ,, of views and opinions on Israel's policies -- provlded that such views were voiced 
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within the Jewish community. 

uAmerican Jews have not only the rignt but the responsibility to express 
,· 

their vlews to their organizations so that these view;,5 may in turn be communicat-=J to the 

governrent and peoplf> of Israel, 11 Rabbi Schindler said in describing the cor.sensus 

of the Presidents Conference meeting. "But when Jewish dissent 'goes public' 

that is, when criticism of Israel's policies is expressed in the daily press or 

in the halls of gov-ernment, rt Rabbi Schindler said, 11 i t was the near-unanimous 

opinion that t)}~ result is to give aid and comfort to the enemy and to weaken that 
,.J 

Jewish unity which is essential for the security of the Jewish state, and, indeed, 

of the Jewish community of America." 

Rabbi Schindler opened the news conference by dzplo:ring the "senseless 

murder 11 or the American ambassador to Lebanon, Francis E. Meloy, Jr., and his 

economic counselor, Roberto. Waring, yesterday. 

"This act of blind violence is still another example of the Arab terror 

that decent people evel"JWhere abhor, but that ~overnments appear unwilling to era­

dicate," Rabbi Schindler said. He disclosed that he had sent a messa5e of condo­

lence to Secretary of State Henry A. Kissinger to be transmitted to the families 

of the two muruered American diplomats. 

Rabbi Schindler will attend several international Jewish gatherings in 

Israel, including the meeting of the World Conference of Jewish Organizations 

(COJO) in Jerusalem June 30 to July 2. 

61776 
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and . Finally, there i t -
tng th means of comnunication to Israeli lead.era which will assure 
that th dt rgant iew , what ver th y ar , reach 11 toni 
ear. 

I you q ti t 11 in th1 o ection pl don't 
h it te o ca 1 me. I look oiward to se ing you on th 15th. 
With w st r rd , I am 

Sincer ly1 

bbi Alex.ander M. chindl r 
Chat 



Dr. Werner J. Cahnman 
67-71 Yellowstone Boulevard 
Forest Hilla, N.Y. 

Dear Dr. Cahnman: 

June 7, 1977 

I regret the delay in contac'ting you in regard to your letter of 
May 29th. It waa reaeived while :twas in Israel ancl awaited me 
on my return to my office jus't thia day. 

Your analysis intriguea • and you will N 1ntereate4 1n knowing 
that it received some ooatinaation from 1:he oonveraationa which 
I had with Prime Minister-Elect Begin. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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To the Editor: Regarding the Mideast, we observe a remarkable convergence 

between Arafat and Begin. Both want the whole undivided Palestine, or 

Israel. Indeed, the whole country is a unit and is felt to be a unit. 

But ~~her the Arafat nor the Begin plan will work because passions run 

too high to make a genuine sharing possible. However, it may be to the 

good that the discussion has reached the point where a variety of optio~s 

begins to emerge. Among them is the option of Federation, by which I 

mean the creation of two states, an Israeli state and an Arab-Palestinian 

state, L~cluding Jordan. These states, whose internal organization must 

be left to themselves, would be politically separate, but economically 

linked through specifically concluded treaties. A Palestinian{rab 

ought to be free to l}I~ and work and acquire property in Israel and 

a Jew ought to be able to do the same in the Arab state. The Jew will have 

to be given the chance to retain Israeli citizenship, even if he resides 

• outside the State of Israel and an Arab may ,hve the equivalent oppor-
~ 

tunity, if he resides in Israel. Both Arab and Jew will _then be able to 

settle anywhere in the country without foregoing the protection of their 

respective governments. There will have to be federal -authorities, to 

adjudicate controversial cases and mutually agreed sanctions for any 

violation of the elaborate arrangements which will become necessary. 

There might be a federal district in Jerusalem, although Israeli sover­

eignty in a unified city is to be maintained. The acceptance of princi­

ples of this kind will not mean peace, but the start of peace negotiations. 

It ought to be understood on all sides that peace itself is a proposition 

which will take a long time to be consUl'.:l.IIlated. 

New York, May 29, 1977 
Werner J. Cahnman 
Professor Emeritus 
Rutgers University 



June 7, 1977 

Mr. John B. Maasen, Director 
Northern California Diviaion, UNA-USA 
152 St. Francis Boulevard 
Daly City, California 94015 

Dear Mr. Maaaena 

Please forgive the delay in reapon4in9 to your letter of May 28. I 
have juat returned fna a viait 1:o Iarul and thi• waa my first 
opportunity to review your letter and reapond. 

I thank you for shad.119 the varioua aaterJ.ala with• and I want you 
to know I am intrigued by your proposal. I am taking the liberty of 
■haring all the matllriala you provided 1'fith Mr. Albert Vorapan, Vice 
Preaident of the UABC and Director of the Coaaliaaion on Soci&l Action 
of the Reform Movement. Ha will be COD.tacting you directly and will 
diacusa your proposal at greaur lenvt:h onee be has had an opportunity 
to study the information. 

With appreciation for your effort• and with every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

CCI Mr. A. Vorapan 



Mr. Palik Gorenetein 
Gevat Eahkol 
Uar Saba, X•rael 

Dear Mr. Gorenateln 

May 24, 1977 

Your leitter Adden• - dMply. % • ...-,ally 4iatreaHd for 
there i• no •••iataDCNt X eaa f,-. to 1p aolve yoar problMU 
and make like a bit ea•ler t= Y011 11114 • Gor......,_. I do 
regret tbia very muoh. 

Your altwation i• one which t !iandlec:1 internally in Ianll 
by thoH in authority. Un.fortuna ly, JIii' haad• are tied in nch 
a aJ:tuation aDd I aimply cannot be of aid. 

With regret and every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Al xander M. Schindler 

CCI Mr. I. Agatatein 
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From: FALIC GuRENSTEIN GEVAT ESf!KuL 

~KF-.AR ~ ~ SABA-,- ' I "S RAEL. 
-------------------------------------------------

u •- r 

Rabby Schindler ! 

I am 

not sure that you wouid be abie to assist meo 

My famiiy ( my wife, my sun, and I ) 

I3o 

arrived 

I972o 

An appa.rtament- 'was assignet to us as soon as 

we . , anded at" the Israei-, '- A1rport. 

At that time we did not have any knoi.tiedge 

donsequentiy, our 

present r -.1 situation is " as - ;- f oici ows r _ _, 1,e ;. ,. , ive - - in Gevat -

Eshkoi ~(i<far Saba); My wife works in Bnei Brak, and I 

work in -r.:z-ui ito Bnei Brak is pretty far away from 

Kfar Saba, and my wife has to spend about 2½ hours every 

day just commuting to and from work, Which is very difficuit 

for hero 

I have repeatediy asked the authorities t o assighn us 

an appartment that wouid bs cioser to my wifes piace of emp1 oy-

ment but my appeais produced no resuits. Moreover, the iast ietter 

of refusai I have received , I am not a new-

comer anymore and therefore I am no ionger entitied to any bene­

fitso I couid never imagine that after 2I years of my fight ing 

for Freedom in Russia I wouid find myseif in exi1e, I wouid 

becor~ a siave totaiiy dependent from the appart. 
- :lo 



I tryejl. _ everything I couic! -- in Isra.e"f and I got nowhere. 

Appea1 ing to you for he1p s the iast I haveo 
v , v '1 

With deep respect, 

Faiik Gorenstein 
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Plaza 2-1616 

CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

515 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

April 19, 1977 

TO: Presidents and Executive D·irectors 

FROM: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman 
Yehuda Hellman, Executive Director 

Cable Address: COJOGRA 

ihe Presidents Conference' meeting with Samue1 Lewis, Ambassador 
to Israel from the United States, which will take place on Wednesday, 
April 27, at 4:30, has been moved to the penthouse meeting room at 
515 Park Avenue, New York City. 

·Each organization is invited to send either its president or its 
executive director to the meeting. If you have not already done 
so, please let us have the name of your representative, so that 
appropriate accreditation can be arranged. 

• 



Mr. E. Peter Goldring 
4560 Prairie Avenue 
Miami Beach, Fla. 33140 

Dear Peter: 

April 26, 1977 

It was good hearing from you and I deeply appreciate your 
taking the time to write and share your concerns with me. 
Your oonments and the varioua materials are of interest 
and I am grateful for your thoughtfulne••• 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



March 29 , 1977 

Dr . Alex M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregation 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York , N. Y. 10021 

Dear Dr . Schindler : 

I had the pleasure of meeting you on Thursday of l ast week, 
right after your lecture at Temple Emanuel, when I handed you 
a copy of a lette r written to Prime l i nister Rabin . 

During the last few years I ave written more than a dozen let­
ters regarding the policy whi ch Israel s hould take to be able to 
withstand the pressure of the Arab on slaught . It is my content­
ion that first and above all t he policy of Israel should be 
friendship toward the Arabs in general , preaching it and organiz­
ing friendship manifestations toward the Arab population in 
general . Such a move is especially important toward the Pales ­
tinian Arabs , who are in so - called "occupied territory 11 , and 
cr eate leadership of friendly rabs who should be committed to 
an Israeli - rab friendshi p . 

There are many ways to create such an Arab l eadership, and no 
way should be left untried in order to have this kind of nu cl eus 
who would be willing t o accept Israel, not only th eir existence 
but also their frien dship and protection . 

If such a leadership is created an independent Palestine would 
be possible and wo uld then have a Friendship Pact with Israe l and 
be able to be independent b having the protection of Israel and 
not be devoured by the neighboring Arab ~ount r ies like Syria or 
Jordan . There is no reas on why I srael should throw the We s t Bank 
or Gaza into the lap of Jordan and then by revolution Jor an 
be come a LO country, creat i ng a t hreat t o the existenc e of Isra el . 

If we can creat e a fri endly Palestine , which is of course very 
difficult, if we can do it by any 1eans, t l en a solution would be 
that we ave the borders guaranteed , like creating Isra li mili­
tary bases in the independ ent Palestine on the borders of J ordan 
and Syria, in order t o protect them fro m being annexed . 

If we would take a concensus t oday in the ' est Bank and Gaza 
asking for a plebescite where th r ee questions will be put to 
the voters on the following basis : 

1 . Would you like to be annexed to Jordan? 
2. ~•Jould you like to have an independent Palestine 

with friendship toward Israel? 
3 . Would you like to keep the gtatus-quo as it is now? 

f and when we . ave such a nuc l eus of Arabs who would preach 
friendship toward Israel , we could get the majority of t he 
people in the vest Bank and in Gaza to vote for Proposition #2 . 
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1fe should also advise the popula tion that the people not voting 
are voting for status - qu o. 

Nevert heles s, the first and most important part of this pl an 
would be that we shou l d create t he friendship of certain Ara b 
l eadership , which co uld be 50 names, who would get t he protect­
ion of the Israeli Army . 

Russia did it in Czecho~S l ovakia , and the world was crying ~ape 
for four months and then eve r ybody acc epted it . We did it in 
Santa Domingo and Chil e and j ust lately Cuba did it for Russi a 
in Angola . 

We are in the West Bank and we are in Gaza, and t here is no 
reason why we should not be able to do it . 

However , all my calls for this idea are without echo . If you 
wish , I would send you copi es of my letters with hundreds of 
arguments for t his project i n order to convince you of t he 
possibility of such pro j ect . You being in the position you a r e , 
I am sure your voice won ' t go unheard if you fe el t hat t his plan 
has merit , and would like to hea r from you regarding the above . 

I am also enclosing the s tatement made by Rabin , which I r e­
f erred to in my lett er which I gave you . I wa s introduced to 
you by Dr . Lehrman, who is a very clos e friend of ours . 

Thank you very mu ch for the att ention given to me , and wishing 
you a Happy Pas sover , 

EPG : al 
enc . 

cc : Rabbi Irving Lehrman 

• 

t regards , 

E. Peter G ldring 
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JOSEPH M. DREXLER and PETER GOLDRING 

Drexler, G-oldring Step Up 
To Chair Hei;itage Dinner 
Yeshiva University · will hold 

its annual Heritage Aw~d dinner 
Tuesday, March 22, at Temple 
Emanu-El on Miami Beach, it 
was announced by Joseph M. 
Drexler and Peter Goldring, 
chairmen. 

The dinner wilJ be in honor of 
Louis Berkowitz, a Master 
Builder of Yeshiva University, 
who will be presented with the 
Heritage Award, the highest 
accolade for voluntary leadership 
to be bestowed by America's 
oldest center of higher learning 
founded under Jewish auspices. 
. Dr. Norman Lamm, the newly 

, elected president of Yeshiva Uni­
versity, will be the guest speaker. 

Among Yeshiva University's 
fourteen graduate and under­
graduate schools are· the 
Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine, the newly estab-­
lished Benjamin N. • Cardozo 
School of Luw and the Rabbi 

Serving as cochairmen of the 
dinner are Rabbi Max A. Lip­
schitz, Judie Steven D. 
Robinson and Commissioner 
Barry D. Schreiber. Among the 
associate chairmen are Moses J. 
Grundwerg, Robert C. ·Josefs­
berg, Herbert S. Shapiro, Joseph 
L. Sharpe and Leonard Zilbert. 

Peter Goldring has served as 1 
chairman of the Florida Friends 
of Yeshiva University for th 
past three years. He is well 
known in communal and philan­
thropic circles th,ough his work 
for the Greater Miami Jewish 
Federation and many other char­
itable causes. 

Joseph M. Drexler, honorary 
chairman of the dinner, is a fellow . I 
of the Benjamin N. Cardozo I 
School of Law and is a founder of \ 
the Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine of •Yeshiva University. / His . philanthropies cover the 
O'!l"""''"'" ,...t ....... -A.L . - . 1 •1 
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Syrian . Troops Try to Calm 
I 
I 

From Herald Wir• Strvices 

BEIRUT - Syria poured fresh 
troops into Lebanon today to quell 
a rash of killings in the mountain 
villages southeast of here avenging 
the assassination \Vednesday of 
Moslem leftist leader Kamal Jum: 
blatt. 

At least 200- Christians have 

WORLD 
BRIEFS 

been killed over the past two days an shift in U.S. Middle East policy 
by members of Ju1'nblatt's • Druze and a possible . "unprecedented 

• sect. Syrian officials fear the kill- fight" with Washing~on over ~e­
ings could plunge Lebanon back marcation of borders m the region 
into civil war. in a final settlement. • 

According to Maroni'te officials "There is a grave danger of ero-
here, at least 7,000 Christian villag- sion in the positions of the U.S. ad­
ers have tred from their villages ministration, public and Congress r, near Jumblatt's home in the moun- on the issues of the Palestine Liber-

1 tain town of MukhtaEa. ation Organization and a Palestini-
·-. • Tough. Syrian troops fo battle an state," Rabin said in an inter­
':,; , drt"s~ supported by tanks and artil- view in the newspapr Ma'ariv. 
• __ : Jery," ,moved into the Chouf today "We shall have to mount an infor-

to secl'lre the villages. According to,, mation campaign to expose the real 
reports _here, at least 40 persons. . face of the PLO," he said. 
were arr"ested. Terming "very serious" .Carter's 

Desoite' the violence against the· call for a near-total Israeli with­
Christ!ians. there is no evidence drawal from captured Arab territo-_ 
that they h'<td anything to do with ry in a final Middle East settle­
the-- m;achine _gun killings of Jum- ment, Rabin said Israel faced "an 

;=:;2:~::::===========;:.;"#-unprecedented fight with the 
• Americans on this score." A Israel ]~~eader Fears. , 

tinian guerrilla chief Yasir Arafat, 
have withdrawn a proposal to ~ive I 
him sweeping powers to negotiate , 
with Israel, Palestine Liberation 
Organization sources said Friday. : 

The sources, members of the 1 
PLO's parliament-in-exile meeting 
here, said every guerrilla faction ; 
except Arafat's Al Fatah opposed , 
the plan. One source said Zuheir , 
Mohsen, leader of the Syrian-con­
trolled Saiqa guerrilla group, had ' 
threatened to resign from the PLO • 
executive committee if the Pales­
tine National Council (parliament) 
passed the proposal. 

The measure also would have let 
Arafat choose the PLO leadership. 

President of Congo 
Seriou~ly Wounded 

KINSHASA, Zaire - President 
Marien Ngouabi of the Congo ·was , 
seriously wounded by shots fired in 
his living quarters in Brazzaville 
Friday, according ta. reports reach­
ing Zaire and Paris. 

·1~ Sl11·_ft 1·11·. U.S. Poli .. <~ PLO Chief Denied 
- Diplomatic sources in Paris said 'i\ TEL AVIV :, _ Prim~ _Mini$te/ • Negotiating Po,rers l :~~ft::;~~ir!~\~oan!°y~~~g \~: 

: Yitzhak Rabin warned 1'r1day t~tl · • fantry lieutenant and that the pres: 
[ there is a danger,of a pro-Palesti!1ll-1 CAIRO - Supporters of Pales- ident was seriously wounded. 1-: ______ __, ______ ,___·-----------,-----------------7-,.., _____________ ....,., ______________________________ _ 

' 



Mrs. Magda Ben Mose 
Givat Ada 
Harhave 7 - 37808 
Israel 

Dear Mrs. Ben Mose: 

April 25, 1977 

Many thanks for your kind letter. I am grateful to you for aharing 
with me your appreciation of my activities in -behalf of Klal Yisroel 
and the activities of the Conference of Presidents' of Major American 
Jewish Organizations. I assure you we all seek to do our very best 
to secure peace and security for Israel and for the Jewish people1 we 
look upon out activities as of a service of the heart. 

While you write that you are not young, from .the wealth of facts and 
figures and quotations you share it is obvious that you are indeed 
young in heart and spirit and mind. The concerns . you voiee are shared 
by many and I thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts with 
me. 

' Alas, I fear I am "1lable to assist you in your request to appear on 
television to take your concerns to the peo~le. : unfortunately, I have 
no connections llhich might help you gain this wiah. 

With repeated thanks and every good wish, I am \ • 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
I 
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