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Mr. Moshe Rosenbluth 
Shivte Israel, 43 
Jeru alem, Isra l 

Dear Mr. Rosenbluth: 

April 4, 1977 

Thank you for sharing with e your l tter to Dr. Ki singer. 
While I do not share your views, I o appr ciate your having 
taken the time to bring them to my attention. 

with kindest good wishes, I am 

incerely, 

Alexan er M. chindler 
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r. Henry Kissinger 
Tk {hi te House, 
Washington, D• C• 
u. S• A· 

])ear Mr• Kissinger, 

December 10th, 1976. 

I am a layman, one of the inhabitants of Israel, l-bo lives in Jerusalem, who is involved 
-with tm people and one who knows the public opinion. 

I would like you to know how the Israeli citizen reacts towards your operations. This, in 
view of the forthcoming13nnination of your of-fice, as the politician architect of the united 
states. MY declaration is unbiased, nor directed by 8IJY influential party. 

Please note, that the conclusion of the people residing in Zion, is that your involvement 
in the Arab dispute, was always to depress than, break their spirit and hopes, as a consequence 
of your political pressure. You have, in our opinion, entered the Al rum of our foes of all 
times. 

You have caused our two retreats from strategical territories and abundance of the oil wells, 
which resulted in a convenient spring boa.rd for our enemies to attack us. You filled the Arab 
stores with sophisticated ammunition, for our destruction and abolishment. '!he P•L•O• lifted 
its head in your "reign"• You withheld our total victory, when we had encirouled the Thlrd 
Army and were close to destroyil\S both tre Fir st azrl Third A;tnlie s. we have realised , with 
great sorrm and pain, that you have :re\m.ciated your nation's interest to those wo with to 
annjhi late us. 

According to Jewish conception and ethics, however, man is to be judged by the scale of his 
merits and as man is only blood and flesh and can err, in view of his luscious desires, or 
wrong judgement, you cannot be excommunicated, nor can the sign of .::ane be attached to your fore­
head forever. you have a chance to amend your ways, you can change your deeds to good ones yet. 

Sir, your chance lies in the interval period, between tm 11ch~e of guards" at the White 
House, to do good deeds, for the nation you come from. You may, if you comply, go down in 
the Jewish History, as its benefactor. you may for instance, see to it, that we get an abund't 
ance of sophisticated weapons, oothat when woe caoos unto Jacob, the nation shall be in a posi­
tion to defend itself ani hit back the foe. You may use your influence with the friendly .Arabs, 
mollify their standing and force them to make peace with us. A further alternative for assist­
ance, may be your disclosing to the Leaders of Israel, facts hitherto unknown to them. 

And the nation of Israel shall be happy to embrace his lost child and take him back to its 
bosom. You are our brother ani the past shall be forgotten, as is well for a man -i-ho has been 
enlightened by the Lord Al.mighty, to overcome the momentary pleasures of this world and the 
imaginary popula:ri. ty. May God be with you II 

our sages have said ; there is one who buys the world in om hour. You~ be the one. 

I have written the above in naivete and sincerity. 

• 

TIUly yours, 

Mr. Moshe Rosenbluth, 
Shivte Israel 43, 
Jerusalem, Israel 
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.arch 1s. 1977 

Hi Exe lleney Th Israeli Amba sa or 
Ehud Avriel 
111 Eat Wacker Drive~ uite 1308 
Chic o, Illinois 60601 

Dear Ehud: 

It good a ing you in W ingto 
you ue able to jo us t the lun 
Mini t r bin. Y pre 
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to W in ton. 
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f 2•01a737E0e6002 03/07177 ICS IPMMTZZ CSP NYBB 
1 2127521616 MGM TDMT NEW YORK NY 03•07 1133A EST 

► CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS J 
JAHR 
515 PARK AVE 
NEW YORK NY 10022 

THIS MAILGRAM IS A CONFIRMATION COPY OF TH£ FOLLOWING MESSAGE1 

2127521616 TDMT NEW YORK NY 2Q 03•07 1133A EST 
PMS ISRAELI CONSULATE 

ATTN EHUD AVRIEL 

CONSUL GENERAL, ROM REPORT DELIVERY BY MAILGRAM, DLR 
111 EAST WACKER DR SUITE 1308 
CHICAGO IL b0b01 
CORDIALLY INVITING YOU TO PRESIDENTS CONFERENCE LUNCHEON FOR PRIM[ 
MINISTER RABIN IN WASHINGTON DC WEDNESDAY MARCH Q 1230 PM AT THE 
SHOREHAM HOTEL, PALLADIAN ROOM WARM REGARD$ 

RABBI ALEXANDER M SCHINDLER, CHAIRMAN, CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS (515 PA~K AV~ NEW YORK 
NY 10022) 

11133 EST 
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The First and 
Second Church 
in Boston163o 

A Unitarian Universalist Church 

64-66 Marlborough Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 
Telephone: (617) 267-6730 

February 17, 1977 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York City; New York 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Your advertisement in The New York Times several months ago caught my 
attention. Unfortunately, the onset of church holidays and illness was even 
more efficient in catching my attention. Consequently, this letter is tardy 
in the extreme. 

Being a poor, assistant parish parson in a church that does not involve 
itself in public issues, I am in no position to contribute much of anything 
to your campaign against the incredible anti-Jewish actions of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations and of other related international bodies. 
Hrnvever, I vrant very much to express to you my personal regrets at these 
actions and to assure you that I shall do all that I can to alert the people 
with whom I deal to the dangers inherent in such actions. 

I would call to your attention the enclosed address concerning the cnse 
o.f Mrs. Dora Bloch. It is unfortunate that any person's living and dying 
should ever become a 11case," but so it is with Mrs . Bloch. 

Ambassador Herzog has been quick to complain about my characterization 
of the remarks of Foreign Minister Allon on page 5, but, al.as, I cannot 
alter what the Foreign Minister said, nor should his rema.:1ks be thought 
exceptional. A Jewish state is still a state and is, like all other states, 
easily tempted to think of its subjects as objects, to be manipulated for 
reasons-of-state. 

Despite all such trivia, I am still very much concerned about Mr~. 
Bloch and continue an active correspondence in her behalf. Nothing may come 
of it--indeed, in this insane world, it seems almost certain that nothing 
will come of it--but, nevertheless, the effort must be made. Without it 
we"'are all doomed. 

Sincerely, 

~a~ 
Minister of Zducation 



THE SECOND DYING OF DORA BLOCH 

Text of a sermon delivered at the First and Second Church in Boston on the occasion 
of United Nations Day, October 24, 1976, by the Reverend Robert W. Haney 

It is sometimes said of those of us who walk the liberal pathway in religion-­
surely the road "less traveled by"l--that the one belief we generally share is a 
serious connnitment to freedom. Yet anyone who talks extensively with religious 
liberals will qui~kly discover that there are other beliefs that we share almost as 
fervently. One of these is a belief in the worth of the United Nations. Consistent 
with that belief, we are annually encouraged to observe this date as United Nations 
Day, a day when we "join together in a connnon af f irmation of the goals of world peace 
and social justice embodied in the U. N. Charter and the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights." 2 I suppose that many, if not most of us have joined enthusiastically 
in such observances in the past--and with good reason. The specialized · agencies of 
the United Nations have probably done more for the well-being of the poor, the hungry, 
and the homeless than any single government has ever done, or could have done, or 
might even have wanted to do. Throughout its history, the United Nations has often 
served the needs of great masses of people very well. For its work for them we shall 
be ever grateful. 

But as religious liberals we believe in other things as well as freedom and the 
worth of the United Nations. We believe in the worth of individual human beings; we 
believe in the inviolable sanctity of human beings. We believe that people have 
rights that governments individuallr and collectively should respect and protect. 
And we, believe that whoever violates those human rights most be called to account. 

If we truly wish to honor these beliefs, if we wish to maintain them as central 
to our system of values, then we must face one fact honestly, clear-headedly, with 
what Albert Camus liked to call lucidity. We must confront the fact that the United 
Nations, which claims to honor these same principles, is unwilling to act upon them. 

To set the stage for our examining together a particular case-study, I would ask 
you to reflect on an old myth and its treatment in painting and poetry. You all know, 
I'm sure, the story of Daedalus and his son, Icarus. You remember the story of their 
escape from Crete by means of wings ingeniously created to imitate those of birds. 
Father and son soar into the sky, the first men to rise above the earth in flight. 

Far off, far down, some fisherman is watching . 
Some shepherd rests his weight upon his crodk, 
Some plowman on the handles of the plowshare, 
And all look up, in absolute amazement, 

3 At thos e air borne above . 

But as the enthusiasm of the young Icarus increases, he flies higher, and higher still, 
until the wax that holds his wings together melts, and he plunnnets into the sea. 

What of the bystanders? In a justly famous painting, Pieter Bruegel the Elder 
captures the moment when Icarus sinks fearfully into the dark green waters. We see 
the young man's thrashing legs and glimpse a portion of his hand. But they are small 
details in a large composition. "On the mirror-smooth sea Bruegel has set a ship with 
bellying sails, imperturbably following its course .... 114 The plowman, the shepherd, 
and the fisherman "quietly attend to their work without taking notice of the unfortunate 
aviator .... 115 A foolhardy but brave young man is dying, and no one notices. So 
Bruegel portrays the scene. 
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. 
However, the poet W. H. Auden has chosen to interpret the painting in a different 

way. In his well-known poem, "Mus~e des Beaux Arts," he declares that the drowning of 
Icarus was noticed by the bystanders, but no one cared. 

About suffering they were never wrong, 
The Old Masters: how well they understood 
Its human position; how it takes place 
While someone else is eating or opening a window 

or just walking dully along .... 

In Brueghel's Icarus, for instance: how everything 
turns away 

Quite leisurely from the disaster; the ploughman may 
Have heard the splash, the forsaken cry, 
But for him it was not an important failure; the 

sun shone 
As it had to on the white legs disappearing into 

the green 
Water; and the expensive delicate ship that must 

have seen 
Something amazing, a boy falling out of the sky, 
Had somewhere to get to and sailed calmly on. 

Of the two interpretations--Bruegel's and Auden's--clearly Auden's is the more 
disturbing--indeed, terrifying. Surely we have cause to grieve when some calamity 
befalls a fellow creature while we are otherwise engaged. How much more intense must 
be our pain, our sense of guilt, when we and those we trust glimpse that calamity and 
then, for whatever reason, look away. 

When you and I awoke on the fourth of July, we found ourselves celebrating not 
only the two hundredth anniversary of our country's independence, but also the end of 
another episode in international terrorism--or so we thought. For a week, a group of 
passengers and crewmembers aboard an Air France jet liner had been held captive in an 
abandoned, squalid building at Entebbe airport in Uganda. For some of them, the flight 
had begun in Bahrain, a small island nation in the Persian Gulf; the passengers had 
transferred to the Air France plane at Tel Aviv, where other travelers had joined them, 
and the plane had stopped at Athens airport on its way to Paris. But instead of going 
to France, more than 250 human beings found themselves diverted to Benghazi, Libya, 
and finally imprisoned at Entebbe, with the full knowledge and co-operation of the

6 President of Uganda, the self-styled Field Marshal Doctor President Idi Amin Dada. 
The air-pirates, who claimed a variety of nationalities, also claimed loyalty to the 
cause of the Palestine Liberation Organization. By July 3, 104 passengers and crew­
members were still being held prisoner; the great majority of them had been singled 
out by their captors as being Jewish. 

In the depth of the night of July 3 and 4, 
freed the captives, slew many of their captors, 
victims of this sordid act of piracy to Israel. 

Israeli soldiers landed at Entebbe, 
and transported all the remaining 
All, that is, but one. 

On July 5, the Jerusalem Post reported that one passenger had not been rescued. 
She was a 75-year-old grandmother. Her name was Dora Bloch. On July 3 she had been 
rushed to the hospital from her prison at Entebbe after choking on some food. She was 
still hospitalized when the other hostages were freed and flown to Israel. The govern-
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• ment of Israel expressed concern for her well-being. The government of Uganda testily 
replied that, at the moment of the Israeli incursion into Ugandan territory, Israel 

• had assumed full responsibility for all hostages, and Uganda was no longer responsible 
for anyone. 

Discovering that Mrs. Bloch held both Israeli and British citizenship, the 
government of the United Kingdom next expressed concern for her welfare. Uganda 
declared that she had been returned to Entebbe before the raid. Its foreign .minister 
made the same claim before the Security Council of the United Nations a few days later. 
And this was a callous, cynical lie. 

Addressing the House of Commons on July 7, the British Minister of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs reported that a member of the staff of the British 
Embassy in Uganda had "visited Mrs. Bloch on the evening of the fourth of July in the 
hospital [many hours after the completion of the Israeli raid at Entebbe]. She was 
guarded by two men in plain clothes who indicated that she would shortly be taken to 
the Imperial Hotel in Kampala. An hour later the same evening the same official took 
food to the hospital for Mrs. Bloch but was denied entry at the main gate. 117 Follow­
ing the public disclosure of his visit, that official was ordered out of the country 
by President Amin.8 

Diplomatic sources in Washington reported that Mrs. Bloch had been dragged scream­
ing from her hospital room a few minutes after the visit of the British official. They 
surmised that she may ha~e choked to death on a gag that had been placed in her mouth 
to silence her protests. A refugee from Uganda reported seeing Mrs. Bloch's half­
burned body in a forest on July 5. Said Field Marshal Doctor President Idi Amin Dada, 
"Why are the British talking so much about this lady? 11 lO 

Who was Dora Bloch? The startling fact is that no one ever asked that question 
seriously at the time. The newspapers and magazines never even agreed on her age. 
The Jerusalem Post reported that her late husband had been Welsh. She had two sons. 
One was married, and she was on her way to New York from Israel to be present at the 
wedding of the other when she was kidnapped to Uganda. What had she done in her life? 
What did she like to do? How did she feel about this and that? Nobody ever cared to 
enquire. To the world press, she was unimportant and unworthy of a reporter's time. 
Ironically, it is a question from President Amin that tells us most about her. During 
one of his visits to the hostages, he enquired about her occupation. "Oh," she said, 
"I am just an old mother. 11 11 

When Dora Bloch first disappeared, the government of Israel appealed to a number 
of other governments for assistance in discovering what had happened to her. Similar 
requests were made to major religious and diplomatic leaders by the Ashkenazi chief 
rabbi. In late summer, as a mere private citizen, I repeated some of those appeals, 
both to governments involved in the hijacking, governments representative of the inter­
national community at large, religious leaders, and leaders of major international 
organizations. I was particularly interested in discovering what various governments 
and world leaders had said or done about Mrs. B\och's disappearance. The results of 
all these enquiries have been most instructive. la 

I am sure that I do not need to catalogue for you the fundamental precepts of 
Judaism and Christianity that pertain to her case. The first reading for this morning's 
service is representative of the hundreds of appeals for the compassionate and respect­
ful treatment of human beings that resound through the Old and New Testaments . .' Surely 
some of the world's religious leaders should have something to~. at least. 
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From His Holiness Pope Paul VI: Silence 

From the President of the World Council of Churches: Silence 

Perhaps their silence does not matter very much. Perhaps nothing would have been 
accomplished by their having said something or done something. The religious leaders 
of the world do not lead much--or many--anymore. 

But it is otherwise with the governments of the world. By the terms of the Uni­
versal Declaration of Human Rights, to which all states subscribe upon becoming members 
of the United Nations, they are connnitted to protecting a number of rights that appear 
to have been violated in the case of Dora Bloch. 

Let us listen to some of those rights and to the responses of some of those 
governments, and the response of the Secretary General of the United Nations. 

"Everyone has the right to life, liberty, and security of person." So reads 
Article 3 

From the Ambassadors to the United Nations 
of Japan, Kenya, India, Egypt, and the Soviet 
Union: Silence 

"No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman, or degrading treat­
ment or punishment." So reads Article 5. 

From the Ambassadors of Bahrain, Greece, 
France: Silence 

"Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law." 
So reads Article 6. 

From the Ambassador of Uganda: Silence 

"Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights 
and freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fully realized." So reads Article 
28.12 

After repeated requests; from the Secretary General 
of the United Nations: Silence 

Dora Bloch was a passenger in international connnerce at the time she and others 
were kidnapped. She disappeared while a prisoner in a country other than her own. 
There is testimony that she was murdered in that country. The voices . of most of the 
governments of the world assembled as the United Nations are silent, as is the voice 
of the Secretary General. Their silence is deafening, and it teaches us a very simple 
lesson. "Everyone" may have "the right to life, liberty, and security of person," etc. 
but no one should expect the governments of the world or the United Nations itself to 
do anything at all to protect that right or any other--especially, perhaps, if the 
victim of injustice is old, female, white·, and Jewish. 

Most of the people who will talk about the case now believe that Dora Bloch died 
in Uganda at the order of President Amin. And, symbolically, she is dying a second 
time--on the banks of the East River in Manhattan. 

How can this be? How can the organization of governments that came into being to 
ensure both peace and 'justice in the world turn its back on Dora Bloch? 
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• A general answer can be found, I think, in a recent book by one of the world's 
.' leading authorities on international organizations. Professor Leland M. Goodrich 

. has this to say about the place of human rights in the work of the United Nations. 
"In the field of human rights, the approach of the United Nations has been selective 
and highly political. While it has succeeded in listing the basic human rights which 
should be protected and in drafting covenants for their legal protection, its concern 
with specific instances of violation have been dictated by political considerations 
and majority votes rather than an interest in securing wide and equal respect for 
recognized rights. 111 3 

If we had the time and the insight, I am sure that we could discover the specific 
political reasons that have inspired the overwhelming majority of the governments of 
the world and the United Nations itself to turn their backs on Dora Bloch. In general 
terms, some governments want to maintain friendly relations with President Amin and 
are willing to ignore whatever he does. Some governments are interested in doing 
whatever will embarrass, annoy, or insult Israel. And Mr. Kurt Waldheim, the cur£ent 
Secretary General, is a very eager candidate for re-election to that position and is 
evidently unwilling to antagonize anybody by being fussy about the life and liberties 
of a Jewish grandmother. 

But let it be noted as well that those governments that have worked the hardest 
to discover what happened to Dora Bloch and to bring her case to the world's attention-­
the government of Israel and the government of the United Kingdom--have also dealt 
with her case in a highly political way. Israel relentlessly tried to associate her 
fate with the pr£gable fate of the other hostages, in order to justify the commando 
raid at Entebbe. As for the behavior of the United Kingdom, the speed and intensity 
of its approach to the question of what had happened to Mrs. Bloch were considerably 
moderated by the government's desire to remain in President Amin's good graces, and 
thus to protect--albeit ineffectively--the lives and property of the 500 British 
subjects who had chosen to remain in Uganda. 

Politicians and journalists like to think that whenever they have explained some 
course of action in political terms, they have thereby justified it. That kind of 
thinking has even acquired a not inconsiderable measure of popularity among private 
citizens. 1 The result of this practice can only be the undermining of our fundamental 
humanity. 

The practice of justifying action or inaction in terms of political self-interest 
is based upon the assumption that there are no significant differences between public 
interests and private ones, national concerns and individual rights. It "altogether 
denies that there is any private sphere, that individuals have any rights or integrity 
separate from or beyond politics. 1115But this, of course, is precisely the principle by 
which terrorists justify their kidnappings and bombings, and tyrants justify their 
murders. There is a higher law than the laws of politics, and unless we are willing 
to serve it, we shall be utterly destroyed. 

I wish I could close these remarks by bringing the case of Dora Bloch to a happy 
or at least sure conclusion. Even so, her family and her government continue to hope 
that somehow it will be possible "to return her body for a proper Jewish funeral and 
burial in Israel. 1116 But to their pleas, to the pleas of all who care about the in­
violable sanctity of a human being, there are no responses from those who could act. 

But there is something that you and I can do. We can reshape our thinking about 
those who remain silent. I invite you to ponder again the words of Albert Camus. 



- 6 -

[A]ll I ask is that, in the midst of a murderous world, 
we agree to reflect on murder and to make a choice. After 
that, we can distinguish those who accept the consequences 
of being murderers themselves or the accomplices of 
murderers, and those who refuse to do so with all their force 
and being. Since this terrible dividing line does actually 
exist, it will be a gain if it be clearly ma~ked.17 

• 

This may seem like a very modest goal, but we have avoided seeking it for a very long 
time. 18 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Readings 

1) Isaiah 42:5-7; Exodus 22:21-24; Amos 5:14-15a, 5:21,24 
2) Albert Camus, "Homage to an Exile," in Resistance, 

Rebellion, and Death, p. 100; and Neither Victims nor 
Executioners, pp. 20-21, 55 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

NOTES 

1 Robe rt Frost, "The Road not Ta ken." 
2 Undated letter from Robert W. C. Brown, Director of the Unitarian Universalist 

UN Office. 
3 Ovid, Metamorphoses, tr. by Rolfe Humphries (Bloomington, 1961), pp. 188-89. 
4 M. Seidel and R.H. Marijnissen, Bruegel (New York, 1971), p. 75. 
5 Otto Benesch, The Art of the Renaissance in Northern Europe, rev. ed. (London, 

1965), p. 113. 
6 William Stevenson, 90 Minutes at Entebbe (New York, 1976), p. 108. 
7 London Press Servic;:- VerbatimService, 140/76, Wednesday, 7th July 1976. Made 

available by the United Kingdom Mission to the United Nations. 
8 The London Times, July 14, 1976, p. 1. See also the Security Council debates 

between July 9 and 14, summarized in the UN Monthly Chronicle, XIII:8, August­
September, 1976, p. 70. 

9 - The New York Times, July S, 1976, p. 4. 
10 The Jerusalem Post, July 14, 1976, p. 1. 
11 Quoted in Newsweek, July 19, 1976, p. 45. 
lla To the original twelve letters sent to ambassadors, answers were eventually 

received by me from the permanent UN missions of the United States, the 
United Kingdom, and Israel. Newspaper reports and private corrnnunications 
supply no evidence of responses to the pleas by Israeli religious and 
political officials. 

12 Treaties and Alliances of the World, rev. ed. (New York, 1974), pp. 15-16. 
13 Leland M. Goodrich, The United Nations in~ Changing World (New York, 1974), 

p. 270. 
14 See the remarks of Foreign Minister Allon, quoted by Stevenson, .2.P.· cit., p. 196. 
15 Daniel P. Moynihan, "The Totalitarian Terrorists," New York, July 26, 1976, p. 40. 
16 Personal letter from Tuvia Saar, First Secretary--Press, in the office of the 

permanent representative of Israel to the United Nation, dated September 30, 1976. 
17 Albert Camus, Neither Victims .!!£I Executioners (Chicago, 1972), p. 55. 
18 Paraphrase from Anthony Lewis, "Morality in Foreign Policy," The New York Times, 

October 21, 1976, p. 39. 
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GIDEON HAUSNER 
CABINET MINISTER 

ilTiXil p.v,l ,um 

November 19, 1976 

Rabbi D;J;-.Alex and Schindler 
6 River Lane, 
Westport, Conn, 06880 
U. S. A. 

Dear Alex, 

It was a pleasure to meet you again, this time in New-York. 
I hope that we will be able to maintain a regular and steady 
contact, in spite of my party's probable stepping out of the 
coalition in Israel, in the nearest future. 

Thank you ever so much for the most informative and instructive 
meeting arranged with some l eading members of the Presidents' 
Conference. 

With warmest regards for you and for Rhea in which Yehudith 
joins me, 

PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 

JERUSALEM 

Cordially, 

GIDEON HAUSNER 

i17tvt.l1:Jil wx, ,,wr.i 
c,r,w,,, 



Plaza 2-1616 

CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

515 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Cable Address : COJOGRA 

November 16, 1976 

Please be informed that the Minister of Defense of the State of Israel, 
The Honorable Shimon Peres, will participate in a special meeting of ~t~ 
the Presidents Conference. The meeting will take place at~ A.M. 
on December 8, 1976, at the Harmonie Club, 4 East 60th Street, New York 
City, and will last until noon. 

Participation in the meeting will be limited to one delegate per 
organization, preferably the president or the executive director. 
Please call our office to let us know if you can attend. 

AMS:arf 

cc: Mr. A 1 Vorspan 

Cordi a 1ly yours, 

Cl_/~ 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 
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bee: Y. Bellman 

Nov er 23, 1976 
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bee: Tehuda Hellman 
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Uith appreciation and ki 
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Mr. llerman L. Sainer 
Jewish Agency 
515 Park Avenue 
New York. N.Y. 10022 

ar Hy: 

It wa t u tful of you ·o 
on the lid.dle East and Israel. 
thinkin.g of me. 

With warme t regards. I am 

November 9• 1976 

e with • • it from rper's 
I am grateful and thank you for 

Sincerely. 

Alexander M. Schindler 



National Committee on Control and Authorization of Campaigns 

Member Organizations 

Council of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare Funds 

Jewish Agency for Israel 
Joint Distribution Committee 
United Israel Appeal 
United Jewish Appeal 
United Jewish Appeal of 

Greater New York 
World Zionist Organization-

American Section 

Co-Chairmen 

Charlotte Jacobson 
Jack D. Weiler 

Co-Ordinator 

Isadore Hamlin 

Staff Consultant 
Herman L. Sainer 

of the 

Jewish Agency for Israel 

November 4, 1976 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Alex, 

515 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10022 
Tel.: PLaza 2-0600 
Cable Address JEVAGENCY 

Methinks you'll enjoy the enclosed think-piece from 
Harper's for November, on the Middle East and Israel 
in the midst thereof. 

Perhaps those sensible paragraphs might constitute a 
position paper for your beloved Presidents Conference? 

Stay well, and delightfully loose . 

Cordially, 





CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 
515 P AJUC AVENUE 

To: EDIE MILLER 

From: Joanne Jahr 

FYI 

NEw You 22, NEw Yon 
Tel.: PLaza 2-1616 

Date: 22 October 1976 

MEMORANDUM 

The enclosed copy of Ambassador Herzog's speech was sent 
to Rabbi Schindler by Ambassador Herzog. 

I ordered extra copies from the Consulate/Mission -- enough 
to send out across-the-board to the Presidents Conference 
and to COJO (World Conference of Jewish Organizations, mm 
which the Presidents Conference is an observer). 

To the Presidents Conference people I am simply stamping 
the front cover "Distributed by the Presidents Conference" 
as the title is self-explanatory. To the COJO people, I 
stamped the front cover "Distributed by the World Conference 
of Jewish Organizations" and enclosed a covering memo (as 
your· can see from the attached sample). 

Best wishes. 



PLaza 2-1616 Cable Address : COJOGRA 

WORLD CONFERENCE OF JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

Parliclpat/nt Orronlzallons: 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 
B'NAI B'RITH 
BOARD OF DEPUTIES OF 

BRITISH JEWS 
CANADIAN JEWISH CONGRESS 
CONSEIL REPRESENTATIF DES 

JUIVES DE FRANCE (C.R.l.F. J 
DELEGACION DE ASOCIACIONES 

ISRAELITAS ARGENTINAS 
(D.A.I.A.) 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF 
AUSTRALIAN JEWRY 

JEWISH LABOR COMMITTEE 
SOUTH AFRICAN JEWISH 

BOARD OF DEPUTIES 
WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 
WORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 

515 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 

22 October 1976 

TO: i:.1EI\liBERS OF COJO 
FROM: Yehuda Hellman, Secretary-General 

Enclosed please find the text of an address 
delivered by Israel's Ambassador to the United 
Nations, His Excellency Chaim Herzog , at a meeting 
of the Conference of Presidents of Major American 
Jewish Organizations on Tuesday, 19 October 1976. 

We believe you will find it useful for background 
purposes in your activities in connection with 
the United Nations. 

Encl. 
YH:jj 
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October 20, 1976 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

I received the enclosed reprint in a mailing 
which was sent to me as President of the United Jewish 
Federation of Buffalo. 

I assume that you have already seen the article 
but did not know whether you were aware of its widespread 
distribution. 

I know that you have many other more important 
things on your mind but did feel that I should at least let 
you know that I had received a copy. 

Very best personal regards. 

I am looking forward to seeing you in Cleveland 
early next month. 

DSD/kk 
enc. 

~ 
Donald S. Day 



JOINING THE JACKALS 
by Robert A. Riesman, president, Jewish Federation of Rhode Island 

This article was reprinted from the Community Voice , September 15, 19 76, published by the 
Jewish Federation of Rhode Island (reprinted at no cost to the Federation). 

What follows is a personal statement. Perhaps I am pre-empting too much 
space in your newspaper when I express at this length my individual views and 
concerns . I tell myself that the issues dealt with are issues that engage us all: the 
survival of the State of Israel, the integrity and communality of American Jewish life. 

Some of it makes unattractive reading, as indeed it made for unhappy writing . It 
is not an agreeable task, to show that statements were made that gave aid and 
comfort to those who wish ill to Israel and were subsequently disclaimed, to 
speculate on the motives for making statements and later denying them. 

Nowhere do I question the right of anyone to criticize, to dissent, to speak out, 
however recklessly or irresponsibly. Apart from taking the Name of the Lord in vain 
or bearing false witness , Judaism has placed a high value on free speech, long 
before the First Amendment to our Constitution . But the speaker must be prepared 
to meet with future disbelief, should his words prove untrue. 

Rabbi Arthur Lelyveld , a battle-scarred 
veteran of the civil rights marches of the 
sixties and a biting critic of the "Jewish estab­
lishment," has voiced his anxiety over un­
balanced and reckless public criticism of 
Israel by a small but vocal element in the 
American Jewish community. " When we join 
the jackals who are tearing at Israel 's body," 
he warned the Reform rabbinate in his presi­
dent's message to the annual convention 
of the Central Cont erence of American Rabbis 
this June, "we give aid and comfort . . . to 
those who would cut aid to Israel and leave her 
defenseless before murderers and terrorists ." 

His concerns were well-founded and his 
words prophetic. Within a month, former Vice 
President Spiro Agnew, now head of a tax­
exempt foundation , Education for Democracy, 
conducted a nationwide mailing of the 
foundation's newsletter Memoranda , featuring 
an attack on Israel entitled " Mideast Time 
Bomb." The most cogent element in the 
article-otherwise a rehash of the distortions 
and untruths we have come to expect from 
Arab propagandists-was a paragraph of 
quotations, hostile to Israel and supporting Mr. 
Agnew 's position , all attributed to Jewish 
sources. They read, in full: 

Several Jewish organizations in 
the United States are even more em­
phatic in their criticism of Israeli im-

11 
perilaism . The Social Action Com­
mission of Reform Judaism has de­
nounced the " irresponsible 

practices" and "provocative actions" 
of the Israeli Government in 
occupied Arab territories. A new 
organization , Breira (Hebrew for 
" Alternative" }, sent an open letter to 
Israeli leaders condemning the 
"unfortunate killing " of Arabs in Gali­
lee and deploring "violations of civil 
rights and loss of life" in the West 
Bank. Rabbi Prinz, chairman of the 
World Council of Jewish Organiza­
tions and a director of Breira, was 
one of the signers of the open letter. 
Rabbi Henry Siegman, executive 
director of the Synagogue Council of 
America, roundly criticizes Israel for 
the treatment of the Arabs living in 
the territories conquered in the 1967 
war and is finding American Jews 
"very receptive" to his position . In 
short, the Israelis can no longer 
count on the automatic support of 
either The United States or the 
American Jewish community. 

The Social Action Commission, Breira, and 
Rabbi Siegman repudiated the remarks 
ascribed•to them, claiming that they had been 
misquoted and their positions on Israel dis­
torted. But painful as it is to say, it appears to 
me that whoever wrote the article in Spiro 
Agnew's Memoranda had reason to regard 
these. quotations as authentic. Even more 
painful to relate, the disclaimers by our Jewish 
friends sound unconvincing and, in some 
cases, disingenuous. 



Let us start with the Soc ial Action 
Commission. Did they say it or didn 't they? 
Does the Memoranda quotation above fairly 
reflect the sense of their resolution or were 
their statements, as the Commission told the 
Anti-Defamation League, distorted and taken 
out of the context of a resolution " that is 
supportive of Israel"? 

The sorry fact is that there was no 
distortion . As for the context , Rabbi Lelyveld 's 
appraisal follows: 

As a Conference , we have 
affirmed our right to hear every 
Israeli point of view including those 
of the "dissidents." We shall not 
relinquish our right as Jews and 
supporters of the State of Israel to 
express our concern , and even our 
specific criticisms. It goes beyond 
criticism, however, and becomes 
irresponsibility when we join the 
jackals who are tearing at Israel's 
body, as when we enact one -sided 
resolutions accusing the government 
of Israel of provocation when it has 
been acting with exemplary modera­
tion both in the instance of prayer on 
the Temple Mount, and in regard to 
demonstrations in behalf of the right 
to settle in Judaea and Samaria. 

It is one thing to call for 
negotiations and concessions which 
will advance the cause of peace. It is 
another, and to my mind totally inad­
missable, for a Jew to give aid and 
comfort through ill-calculated formu­
lations to those who would cut aid to 
Israel and leave her defenseless 
before murderers and terrorists. 
Such a resolution as that adopted by 
our own Commission on Social 
Action shows a lamentable lack of 
understanding both of Jewish history 
and of the contemporary history of 
the Middle East. 

The resolution to which 'Rabbi Lelyveld 
refers was passed late this April at a media 
event staged during a meeting in Warrenton, 
Virginia, of the Commission of Social Action, 
under the professional leadership of Rabbi 
Balfour Brickner, who together with his 
assistant, Rabbi David Saperstein , sits on the 
executive board of Breira. Marjorie Hyer, a 
staff writer for the Washington Post , was 
invited to the meeting and used the resolution 
as ltJe keynote for her May 3 nationally 
syndicated article , " U. S. Jews Beginning to 
Go Public in Criticism of Israel." Her account 
of the resolution reads: 

mission of Reform Judaism adopted 
a resolution alleging "irresponsible 
practices" and "provocative actions" 
by the Israeli government in dealing 
with Arabs in the occupied territories. 

Specifically, the resolution cited 
the provocative Passover weekend 
march through the West Bank by the 
ultra-rightist religious group, Gush 
Emunim, which set off demon­
strations in which one Arab was killed 
and at least five injured by Israeli 
security forces ' gunfire ; the estab­
lishment of new Israeli settlements in 
the occupied territories and the 
" politicization of the Tempie Mount, " 
a Jerusalem area sacred to both 
Jews and Moslems. 

Rabbi Brickner's comment, as quoted by 
Ms. Hyer, indicates how "supportive of Israel" 
was the resolution : 

Brickner pointed out that " the rest 
of the world is bringing out the 
issue-as well as the fact that some 
of the thihgs Israel is doing has 
shocked the American Jewish 
community. " 

He cited "the expropriation of Arab 
lands in the Galilee, the activities of 
Gush Emunim, the harsh way in 
which the (Arab) demonstrators (on 
the West Bank) were dealt with , the 
deportation of two Arab Israelis 
(radical candidates for West Bank 
town offices before the April 1 2 
elections)-these are the kinds of 
things that are public knowledge and 
that create tremendous concerns. " 

Nowhere is the resolution or Rabbi Brickner 
critical of the Arab role in the Mid-East 
problem , except for the boycott and 
petrodollars, and nowhere is there balance. 
The complaint about the "politicization of the 
Tempie Mount" makes no mention of the fact 
that, out of respect for the rule of law, the 
Israeli government let stand the ruling of the 
local magistrate permitting Jewish access to 
the Temple Mount for prayer, awaiting a 
reversal from the Jerusalem District Court. 
Israel was begrudged the credit as a 
democracy for holding the West Bank 
elections, unthinkable in the Arab world: free 
elections that also enfranchised women , as 
they wf!re never enfranchised under 
Jordanian rule; the results accepted by Israel, 
even though hostile candidates were elected. 
What ever else we may say about the Agnew 
hate sheet, we cannot charge that he has "dis­
torted" the statements of the Social Action 
Commission or of its professional head. 

Rabbi Lelyveld continues, "Fortunately, that 
resolution -was appropriately amended by the 
UAHC Board of Trustees, but not before it had 



The last is an understatement. The resolution 
,reinforced other anti-Israel statements 
accumulated by Ms. Hyer from Jewish 
sources , which later appeared in the 
Memoranda article . Here is a fuller text of the 
statement quoted in the Agnew document, 
Briera's "Open Letter to Israel 's Leaders" of 
April 7, signed by Rabbi Prinz, among others : 

"We are grieved by the tragic 
events of the past weeks in the 
occupied West Bank and within 
Israel proper. In particular we mourn 
the unfortunate killings of six Arab 
Israeli citizens in the Galilee. We also 
deplore the violations of civil rights 
and the loss of life which have taken 
place in the West Bank. " 

Once again we find the onesided attack on 
Israel. Breira would let the Arabs riot in the 
West Bank towns without Israeli intervention. 
Such a policy might well have destroyed' the 
lives and property of an overwhelming majority 
of Arab residents who opposed and abstained 
from the rioting and whom the government 
was obliged to protect. In a part of the world 
where civil rights are otherwise non-existent, 
and loss of life-or hundreds of lives-a daily 
occurrence, Breira chooses to castigate Israel 
and only Israel for what in fairness was a 
restrained response to a virtually unmanage­
able situation. 

Confronted with the Agnew article, Robert 
Loeb, executive director of Breira, was quoted 
by Mary Breasted of the New York Times on 
July 30 as acknowledging that his group was 
sometimes critical of Israeli " imperialism," 
though the newsletter "distorted" the views of 
his organization . Breira later pulled itself 
together and issued a statement. 

"We unequivocally denounce such 
manipulation of responsible Jewish 
dissent," it began , and went on to 
describe the characterization of 
" imperialism" as "absurd." 

Breira first came to the attention of the 
general Jewish community when it sponsored 
an advertisement, dated November 4, 197 4, 
signed by prominent rabbis and other Jews, 
criticizing those who peacefully demonstrated 
against Arafat's appearance before the United 
Nations. Breira calls itself a "national Jewish 
organization representing a growing and in­
creasingly significant voice within the Jewish 
community calling for an overall peace settle­
ment as the basis for Israeli security. " Claiming 
"nearly 1,000" members as of this spring, it 
surfaced after the Yorn Kippur War, apparently 
as an offshoot of the Committee on New 
Alternatives in the Middle East (CONAME), 
taking on Robert Loeb from the staff of 
CONAME as executive director of Breira. A 
number of the CONAME steering committee . . . 

positions on its advisory board , and other 
CONAME affiliates listed as members. 

CONAME distinguished itself on October 
25, 1973, as a signatory, along with 19 Arab 
organizations, of a telegram to members of 
both Houses of Congress, which read, in part: 
"We the undersigned representatives of 
millions of American citizens from all over the 
United States strongly urge you to vote 
absolutely no arms or advisers to Israel. 
Prevent the diversion of massive funds from 
American needs to a foreign state's military 
expansionism . . . The U. S. Congress, not 
Israel, repeat not Israel, should decide how 
American tax dollars should be spent. " Six 
weeks later, CONAME disavowed the use of 
its name, but Time magazine, in a June 23, 
1975, article , "Pushing the Arab Cause in 
America," listed CONAME among the "some 
20 organizations" that were "carrying the 
Arabs ' message. " 

Breira's message is often indistinguishable 
from the Arabs' message. Rabbi David 
Sapirstein , a member of the Breira executive 
board (and of the staff of the Social Action 
Commission) was quoted in the Jewish Post 
and Opinion of February 1 6, 1976 as saying 
that some Israelis believe that Israel should 
talk to the PLO "if the Arab group first agrees 
to recogn ize Israel's right to exist" but that 
Breira posed " no such precondition." It is 
Israeli intransigence and lack of "initiatives," 
according to Breira, that present the major 
obstacle to peace in the Middle East. Back to 
the 1967 borders, turn the West Bank over to 
the PLO and all will be well. According to 
Rabbi Albert Axelrad, member of the Breira 
executive board and chaplain and Hillel 
director of Brandeis University, writing in the 
Boston Jewish Advocate of August 19, 1976, 
the PLO emerged only after Israel failed to 
advance " political initiatives" following the 
1967 war. This would come as a surprise to 
Ahmed Shukeiry, who was chosen chairman 
of the PLO upon its founding in 1964 at the 
first Palestinian National Congress and 
endorsed by all the Arab states. It would come 
as a surprise to the survivors of the PLO's 
20th Palestinian Division, two brigades of 
which were concentrated in the Gaza strip in 
May of 1 967, awaiting Nasser's command to 
attack Israel. One would think that Breira 
executive board member, Rabbi Max Ticktin, 
director~ National Department of Field 
Services and Leadership Training of B'nai 
B'rith Hillel Foundations, would have provided 
better field service and training in history to his 
proteges among the many Hillel rabbis who 
have joined Breira. 

The sad fact is that, not only did Breira say 
what Agnew said it said, but that the entire 
Agnew article says little about Israel or the 
Middle East that has not already been 



by its staff or executive board members. _ 
Rabbi Siegman has announced that he will 

press for a libel action against Mr. Agnew, 
denouncing as "a total fabrication " the 
statement attributed to him in the excerpt 
above. The Agnew excerpt was apparently 
taken from the May 3 Washington Post article 
in which Ms. Hyer characterizes an essay by 
Rabbi Siegman as " criticizing Israel for its 
failure, over the past nine years, to come to 
grips with problems of the territories and 
people it conquered in the 1967 war." Ms. 
Hyer goes on to quote Rabbi Sieg man: 

In discussing the article last week, 
Sieg man half laughed and observed: 
" I had half expected to become a 
martyr, you know, for saying those 
things. I felt it would bring down all 
kinds of wrath on me. But nothing of 
the sort has happened . I discovered 
that people have been very receptive 
to those ideas." 

Since Rabbi Siegman's suit may come 
before the courts, I do not think it appropriate 
to comment on whether the "fabrication" is 
indeed total or whether the issue is one of 
nuance rather then substance. 

Perhaps Spiro Agnew has rendered the 
American Jewish community-and Israel-a 
service by showing some American Jews how 
close they had come to the brink. The shock 
of recognition, of hearing one 's own words 
used by an enemy of Israel against Israel, may 
well cause many Breira members to part 
company with the jackals. Perhaps they will re­
evaluate their support of the hard core of 
Breira who hold "seminars" for members of 
the United States Congress "to open new per­
spectives," which translates into undermining 
American support for Israel and increased 
pressure on her for unilateral concessions. 
Perhaps it is time for members of Breira to 
stop lending their name to communications to 
Congress, calling for American recognition of 
the PLO and a Palestinian state . 

According to the Jewish Post and Opinion 
of July 9, 1976, Rabbi Prinz has complained of 
actions taken by Breira officials, without con­
sulting the board . Other eyes have been 
opened by recent events. Rabbi Axelrad tells 
how he was shocked by the Palestinian terror­
ists when all Jewish hostages at Entebbe, 
including those Jews who proclaimed their 
anit-Zionism to the hijackers, were separated 
from those to be released . To his credit , Rabbi 
Axelrad writes : 

.. . this terrorist action succeeded 
once and for all in burying the myth 
that they are solely and strictly anti­
Zionist , anti-Israel, but not anti­
Jewish, anti-Semitic. 

I must confess that for a time I was 

and sympathizers who were taken in 
by this colossal deception This act , 
however, exposes the lie and places 
in the open the fact that at least to 
these terrorists the enemy is not 
Israel, the gee-political nation-state , 
but Israel, the transnational Jewish 
people . For them, at least , it is clear 
that anti-Zionism is but a cloak for 
anti-Semitism. 

To those rabbis and intellectuals now 
trapped in the blind alley of Breira, those who 
are not basically anti-Israel but whose 
standards are not met by all actions of the 
Israeli government, a " breira," an alternative 
must be found to the shrill , self-righteous, 
reckless, corrosive Breira. It is incumbent on 
American Jewish leadership to make good on 
the pledge of Rabbi Alexander Schindler, 
president of the Conference of the Presidents 
of American Jewish Organization , as well as of 
the Union of American Hebrew Con­
gregations, to open discussion of divergent 
viewpoints and responsible dissent. 

For the moment, Israel is enjoying a 
remission from outside pressure. As the con­
tradictions in the Arab world emerge, Egypt 
is sending troops west to the Libyan border . 
while major elements of the Syrian army are 
engaged in Lebanon. No American demarche 
is expected until early next year. However, the 
next few months can bring new challenges to 
Israel. No one can foretell the outcome of the 
Lebanese crisis: whether the PLO will survive, 
and if it does, who will control it and what 
course it will take. The General Assembly of 
the UN will soon convene , with Yugoslavia 
and Cuba leading a renewed assault on Israel. 
The Libyan representative will preside over 
the Security Council. A President of the United 
States will be elected. For American Jewry, 
this is a time for flexibility , not for rigid 
doctrinaire formulas; for watchful waiting; but 
above all for communality, not divisiveness. 

We must seek and find what unites us as 
Jews. In Rabbi Lelyveld 's words: 

Let us be as fair to our Israeli 
brethren who have overwhelmingly 
opted for reconciliation and peace as 
we are to the as-yet scarcely audible 
Arab voices calling for recognition 
and•co-existence. A people that has 
all but died in our time cannot in 
conscience be asked to barter away 
the miracle of its rebirth . A people 
that dwells amid the undeserved 
enmity of more than half the world 
cannot win approval by exposing 
itself to potential destruction . 
Courting martyrdom and adopting a 
posture of renunciation do not lead 
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Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

58 ·HAORANIM 
KFAR SHMARYAHU 

ISRAEL 46910 
TEL. (03) 930·625 

October 11, 197~ 

The Israeli press has been sninino at you forrarinq to say some thinas 
which are not quite in line with the "Zionist Dooma 11 of our establishment. 
In fact, they believe that you, being a "Jew in exile/ have no riqht to say 
anything at all. You just have the duty to ~ho what they say !'ere. 

I am sure that you realize how much 1he situation ms deteriorated since 
we last met. Yet, all Israeli parties are already involved in manoeuvers 
towards the elections that are thirteen months away. t,Je hive no "hdeoendent, 
countervaling institutions. The academic world a,d even the press are subser­
viant to the parties. Discussion, such as there t, becomes divided accordino 
to party line - and ~rtually no one speaks to basic national issues. 

Many thinking Israelis are deeply concerned, but the ~d fact is that 
we just don't have the wherewithall to extr!f:ate ourselves. The structure 
and leadership which qot us into the presen~mess is "hcapable of takino the 
i::c. I L&Me steps which miqht save us. 

We can survive without financial help from American Jews. I don't 
think we can survive without their intellectual involvement. That's what 
makes your courageous initiative of such major irnoortance. It is a ray of 
hope in an otherwise bleak horizon. 

As you know, I believe in the inevitable necessity of separatinq Judaisfll 
as a world religion from the Israeli nation-state. 'et a coJT1mon Jewish destiny 
has once again assumed a real meaning after twenty-eight years of screamino 
"We are one. 11 One cannot sin11lv -'isenqaqe. The survival of Israel t there­
fore not merely an emotional concern for American Jews. The future of Israel 
will determine in a much more practical S:!nse the ouality and the way of life 
of Jews in America. That's why I believe you not only have the riaht, hut 
the duty of independent analysis to plan a cofllmon action between the Jews of 
America and the people of Israel. 

To let the system operate as it did these past twenty-eiaht years i.s 
in my opinion a betrayal cf responsib,¼itycf American Jewish leaders to their 
own communities as well as to us here. Aisraeli establishment rules larqely 
with the moral and practical power which is qiven to it by the Jews cf the 
world, especially the Jews of the United ~ates. This backing, this power, is 
given to an inept and shallow group of politicians of all parties,without ay 
serious examination on the part cf the Jewish leaders as to what is really 
going on in this country. 

Just as your ~edecessors, Rabbis Wise and Silver and the others, must 
have been condemned before the "Bet Din Shel Ma'alah 11 for their crimes of 
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58HAORANIM 
KFAR SHMARYAHU 

ISRAEL 46910 
TEL. (03) 930·625 

inaction during the destruction of over 80% of the Jews of Europe (and not 
the deceivinq "third cf the Jewish people"), the i:resent leadernip of tlmerican 
Jews will have to carry the blame for standino idly by once aaain while 
Israel, which was established to solve the Jewish problem, becomes the oreatest 
Jewish problem in the world today. Of course, I am not drawinq a simple 
comparison. We don't face physical extermination and we have a powerful 
defense capability, but we are in a deep crisis of internal disintearation, of 
confused identity, of political paralysis which leaves the initiative to others. 

After some more Israeli concessions there will develop a stalemate which 
will lead to war of a much greater magnitude than we have ever known before. 
There is already a dangerous erosion in American-Israeli relations and such a 
major war may endanger our relations with America to a point which miqht be 
fatal for Israel and tragic for the Jews of America. 

Please forgive me for inflicting upon you this sad missive, but I feel 
that events since we first met have justified my~rninqs. Yhile I am an 
optimist by nature, I feel compelled to sound this additional warnino since we 
have been losinq precious time by 'tragic passivity and inaction. 

I would very much like to meet with you in rerson. Are you planninq any 
visit here in the near future? I would greatly cq:,reciate hearina fro~ you. 

With high regards and every good wish. 

PHB:ss 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
New York City 



Vas. rach3 opstein 
53 L rdia Str t 
Tel-Avtv, Is ael 

ea Br cha: 

M ny thank for your warn1 
w1 h to you and your dear 
of happin ss, good he 1th 

Your article was excellent d I 
a ple ur eting you nd I hp 

et again in the fu ure. 

With kind t greeting • I a.in 

Octob r 14. 1976; 
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ood 
year 

1 o y~u. It wa 
1 n opportunit to 

inc r ly. 
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Mr. Josef Mochly 
P.O. Box 55 
Shave Ziyyon, Israel 

Dear Mr • l1ochly: 

October 7, 1976 

I 

I 

J 
/,, 

I appreciate your writing Jo share vith me your thoughts in re~rd 
to the press report& of my recent address to tba Zionist Orgatti\a-
tion of America. ' 

\ 

As you probably know, a ntm1ber of people spoke the same evening aa\ 
I did and some of our comaente were mixed up a bit. I muat alao , 
note that portions of ray address were reported out of context AJld ' 
thus changed the entire meaning of what I bad to say. 

1 assure you all that I do I do out of a love of Ierael and Klai 
Yiaroel and I apeak •• I do beca\18e of that love. I seek not on,l.y 
frankneaa between Iarael and the Diupor'a, but also inutual re•~~t 
and a relationship o,f understanding and integrity. ' 

With every good wiah for the New Year, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

' 

\ \ 
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1, 

I 

\, 

\: 
I 

I \ 

I 
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JOSE. MOCHLY 

A.RCHITE!C'r 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Chairman of the Conference of 
Presidents of Major Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue, 
New York, N. Y.C ., N.Y. 10023 
U. S. A . 

Dear Sir, 

I am a jew , with one c&tizenship: Israel. 

Shave Ziyyon, 19 Septembe~ 1976 
P.O.Box 55 , ISRAEL 

I arrived in this country , as a zionist, at the age of eighteen. Today, 

thirty nine years after, I an,still serving in the army six to eight weeks 

every year and I still pay to the State, through taxes direct and indirect 

about seventy agorot from every lira. 

In the years past , I have - like most others - served in the Irgun against 

the British, in the British Army against the Germans , in the 1956 , 1967 and 

1973 wars against the Arabs . Not to mention the interim small wars, and that 

even today, I have guard duties, like everybody else in my village, once 
in two weeks. 

I am an architect, with professional interests which include material ones . 

How much was worth my time investment in US dollars? 

I have five children, two right now through their conscription period, one 

for three and the other for seven years. How much is the worth of their best 

years spent in the army? 
And how much is the value of the trepidations six times a day, to hear the 

radio news, when your children are there ...... somewhere? 

I still work ten to fourteen hours a day and from eyery lira I make the State 

demands - through direct and indirect taxes - a minimum of seventy agorot. 

How much does this contribution adds to? 

I will have to work all my life , as I will not be able to retire , since 

my retirement fund I have contributed to the defence fund. Any value? 

All the above was not done for my own sake only, .... but still I have 

no milking-cow complex. 

f 

.. /2 



JOSEF MOCtlL Y 

ARCl-!ITECT 

- 2 -

I am sure that your metaphore was intended as a hyperbolic argument, 
well intentioned , an admonition from a wise brother and rabbi. 
But even so, it is an insult to those dear, sincere personal friends, 
deeply involved in our lives, I have in your country. It is an insult 
to me. 

The Baron and his family distributed their money, once upon a time, 
as a well meant, public spirited contribut·ion through PICA, which also 
administrated the above funds. They were successful in creating a 
colony, a jewish colony. Internal matters can not be controlled from 
abroad without putting in jeopardy the whole idea of the Zionist State, 
growing in its own soil and to its own ideals. 

There is a desperate need for money. All the time more and more money. 
But even the money is not as important as our selfrespect. We make many 
mistakes, we are arrogant, we need advice and we need the help of everyone. 
But please treat us as people, normal working people, like you. 
We are not cowboys and no professional milkmen. 

I thank you for your attention and I send to you and your congregation 
the best wishes for the coming year, SHANA TOVA. 

Respectfully yours, 
-< 
,., " 

- · c. 

• 



'lsr:ael treating 
US. Jews like 

milk cows' 
By MALKA RABINOWITZ 

Jerusalem Post Cocrespondent 
NEW Y'OR'K. - Rabbi Alexander 
Schindler, chairman of the Con­
ference of Presidents o'f Major Jew­
ish Organization\!!, criticized Israel 
on Friday night for its concent.ne.­
tion on the fund-raising function of 
American Jewry. 

"Some American Jews," said 
Schindler, "have the feeling that 
they are cows to be milked, walked 
around a bit for some exercise and 
then let o'ff to pasture." 

Addre~sing delegate\!! to . a con­
vention of the Zionist Organization 
of America here, Schindler said that 
"cows have their limitations. 

"·When I am in trouble, I do not 
want a cow. I want a man with 
the capacity for independent 
thought. Truth is 'the highest form 
of support for Israel." 

Given the ·strong basic support of 
American Jewry for Israel, it was a 
healthy, perhaps even required de­
velopment that there was 1criticism 
of Israel poUcy. 

In an •address on Saturday even­
ing, ZOA leader Jacques Torczyner 
pointed to a power struggle in the 
American Jewish community in 
which "the fund-raisers" were seek-

I 
ing to establish dominance "without 
o democratic base." 



Mr. Natan Lem r 
World Jcwi h congress 
12 Yehud levi St. 
P.O. Box 14177 
Tel-Aviv, l ... rael 

Dear N tan: 

It w thoughtful o: y u t 
interview nd I thank you 

October S, 1976 

copy o 

• 

I lso want to tak this owortunity to expre s 
wishes )o you nd 11 yo r lo do s fol' ah pp, 
fulfilling New Y ar. 

Sincerely, 

da 11: 



WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS 
lSRAEL BRANCH 

TEL-AVIV, UJ, Yehuda Halevi St., Tel, 22'11' 22552S C.bl,o Address: : D•PUD'> nlnl 225S2S 22909 11!1~1> ,U> •r'>n n11n• lJn1 ~•lM·',n 

P,O.B,14177 WORLDGRESS TEL AVIV 14177 ,1.,11 

1211 GENEVE 
1, RUE DE VAREMBE 

TEL., HtJJS 

NEW-YORK N. Y. 
15, EAST U th STREET 
UL: TRAFALGAR 9-4SOO 

LONDON W. 1 
55, NEW CAVENDISH STREET 
TEL.i · WELBECK OUS 

P A R I S Se 
71, AV. CHAMPS.ELYSEES 
TEL., ELYSEES 9461 

Tel Aviv, September 27, 1976 

Rabbi Dr. Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New , York, N.Yo 10021 

Dear Dr. Schindler, 

I thought you would be interested in the full text of 
Mrs. Meir's New Yea iqterview, attached hereto, in whi h 
she takes you t task . 

With best wishes for the New Year and with kind re~ards 

Your-s sincerely 

• 

BUENOS AIRES 
PASTEUR 611 
TEL. : 47-4582 



13 King David Sfreet 

Jerusalem, Israel 

Office of Executive Director • 

nr.i,pnr.i n,,i1,, ,r.i,1yi1 ,,,. ,xi1 

WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

Tel. 234-748, 232-444 . ',l.J 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, 
President - ~~ 
838 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N.Y.10021 

Dear Alex, 

13 111 1,on ·n1 

o>',w11> 

29th September, 1976 

I hope that you, Rhea and the kids are well. Bella joins in extending to 
you best wishes for a good and creative New Year. 

Enclosed is an interview with Golda Meir which was in the Erev Rosh Hashanah 
issue of Maariv. I am told that Golda also made reference in several oral 
presentations to "the milk cows". 

I talked with Moshe Rivlin about it who had told me that he had discussed 
the matter with you when he was in New York and that he had suggested or 
was about to suggest to you that you should meet with Golda Meir when you 
are here. I told him that I thought it would be a good idea and suggested 
to him that he set it up. You can follow through with Y~huda

0
Het lm~n 

ther e, to make sure that the meeting takes place. cf\~ ~ ~ -
~ , 

Except for this comment of Golda's, the issue has died down. There are 
many more important things which concern us. 

In the meantime, I received the complete text of your talk and find there 
a number of matters which one could anticipate would have created some 
difficulty. Rather than my writing you about them, I will keep the talk 
here and when you are here in November we can have a brief discussion 
about certain nuances which raise the hackles of Israelis. 

In the meantime we are looking forward to the Conference which I hope will 
prove to be successful. 

Bivracha, 

o&d4 
Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch 

• 



DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 

AND 

MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

il.,'UDDil 'UN1 l.\t7 

l'lnil 1'lll 

Jerusalem, September 12, 1976 

I should like to thank you for your letter of September 1st 
' and for your thoughtful concern to find the best suitable modus for my 

meeting with the Presidents' Conference. I was glad to learn that in 
the meantime Ambassador Dinitz and you have found a good solution and 
agreed on the date. 

I am looking forward also to have a personal meeting with 
you. For practical purposes I would suggest that we work-out a date 
when I shall be in New York. 

With my best wishes and warm regards. 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 • 

Yours sincerely, 

Allon 
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Ylpl Alloa, fonlp Mlalater 
l'Dnip Office 
Jeruul•, :tar•l 

Dur , All•s 

September 1, 1,76 

Ae ,,_ an avan, have been in 
Mu.ta ill a efforl wrk ou& 
tbehuldellt•' COlllfet-•le ....... llld 
for yous 

'11111n y, Sept ... 
arrival, illwlvlaa 
lta allle ... octaNa, u 

fAabaa I' 
lt haofar u 

,...loll. tw 09 

Tlaea r, October 5 - To ,.. u •••.,. .. rat OIII' pn-
jacted Cnference vblch vlll aal ..... uily wlth tbfN tuuu of 
vital ooDCUD tot Jevt ~mt likelr te come before 
the Ulll.te Ratio• AaHll1>11 (8\IIMIIIA-. Pai.tine _,.rt, Zloldaa, 
the South Africa COIDllectloa, terrol', etc). 

INdlan to NJ, n are '¥1111'1 eapr n an pleaNd that 
you bave napoaded favorAbly to.. tatl . I llope, wo, tllat lt 
will he ,oe•lble for a 11,ri f ri tiaJ with JOU durS.q ,oar 
viait, perbapa attan.:tUt upea one of tlae above mta .... 1eaa. 

I haft•- NCOa thought• conuratna the Octob4tr 5 .......-• vlaleb 
d not occur to • vllea I dlacuued the •tter vtth Sf.aclaa. But •i11Ca 

talklag to lwa l 1aana tbat an-an- befen the V B. anaral 
AaMmbly la ICbe fer Octo r 7. 'to llaft a •Jor addnu ha ,-
on October 5 ad tball apila oa October 7 ldpt put you la ...,.cittoa 
with ,-unelf ad lead to • dlalateftlt - die part of tlle , ••• It 
le a ruk to wb:loll I • loathe te _,_. JOU• ftla al• put• • la ... tJairll of a dl1- 1:,ecauaa boped ,- 1laft our ~ •• 
tq tut wek and tt voul " uathlnk■bla f• u to llaft you ta lfW 
Yolk 111'1111 tlae COllfenDM ad uot un ,n al a f .. tund .,._.r. I 
auppoaa lt wuld be PN•lble for u to put,- our ClafaftDM for a 
wek tr two or thne '° that ve vl11 •t have thu problea. 



Yi al Allon, Foreign ,inister 
September 1, 1976 
Page -2-

Pl as n't s- !llder tand me, we are anxious to have you twice but I 
feel conscience bound to call the problem of overexpoaure to your atten­
tion. We will, of cours , abi e most happily with your eciaion, what­
ever it may be. 

All of us look forward t w le III y in our at. An I hope that 
you will let me know as soon as poHible your thinking in regarc to the 
probl I have raise. 

With every goo ;ish an 

cc: Ambassador Simcha Dinitz 
t'r. Yehu a Hellman 

bee: Ambassador Chaim Herzog 

' I 

Sincer ly, 

Alexanc er . Schin 1 r 



JEROME ABRAMS, M. D. 

~MK :J.--=cAUO0Hl=O;=-M. B . , P.A. 
DIPLOMATES OF THE AMERICAN BOARD 

OF OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY 

190 GREENBROOK ROAD 

NORTH PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07060 

TELEPHONE 7!56-8!5l3 

Dear Rabbi Schindler : 
lay 2 , 1977 

Thank you f or your cl ear and succinct s t a tement 
( :hat I received from Sam Rothber g ) conc erning the 
Is r ae l i elect i ons . 

lermit me t o i nform you of my rebutta l lett er 
to the hay 20th letter t o the d i to r of the New York 
Times f r om awfi g Hasou of Charlottesville , Virginia . 

11 ~'be 1'1ay2C t l etter f rom Tawf i g Ra sou f ro in Virgini a 
offers the fo rmul a for another h • dcl le Ee s t .btate s i milar 
t o the one Tawf i g H sou has left fo r the more favorable 
economic and p&litical climate of the United Stat es . 
xk:e::x-E ~1he 1-1.rabs ' anger about Begin ' s election i s a farc e 
when the J-J.rabs had treated the previous Israeli official~ 
with boyc ott , terrorist attacks u p n children , and out­
ri ght refusal to negotiate or r ecogni ze . Tawfig fcrgot 
to incl11e compensat ion f or 600 , 000 Jewish refuxge es 
from Arab countri es. 11 

31 ch letters should be sent by individuals as 
well as by organizations. 

All of our efforts fo r Israel are lost if we do 
not try harder to create significant i orth American 
l l i yah . vi nce all other methods have fa i led , the l ast 
resort i s the cre·tion of Lorch Ameri can ghet tos i n 
Israel . We are active in R l ·roup ~~ t hat can suppl y 
r orth merican do ct ors ( volunteer s on a r otation 1 
basis to a new area where North Americans can receive 
the same t ype of ca re to hich they hav e become accus ­
tomed but a t no cost~ the type of medical care whi ch i s 
not available i B Israel un ili ess at prohi bitive cost . 

Sincerely , 

• 



1 r. So -Ph V dl, 
North Americ n Di 
Government of I r 
641 Lexington Av 
N York, Ne Yort 

r ?-1r. V rdi: 

Your 1 tt r of Jl 
durin Rabbi Sc 
..rriting to ckn 

bbi Schind 
in time to 
back 

t ri 
t 

With kind st r ti 

tm 

Ju 1, 1976 

A 

tely 

ill only 
. ot d 
tt he 
ti , r -

y, 

Edith J. Miller 
Asst tant to the Presiden 

' 



Committee for Economic Growth of Israel 
(CEG-I) 

For further information on investments, 
please call: 

Joseph Vardi - (212) 486-8530 

For imports from Israel: 
Yeheskel Kassif - (212) 594-5215 

For general information: 
Elmer L. Winter - (414) 961-1000 



LV 
~ l{O~N::~T~~F ISRAEL 

'-1/,~-:,~STMENT AUTHORITY 

641 LEXINGTON AVENUE 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 

CABLE ADDRESS: MEMISKAL. NKW YORK 

June 2, 1976 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman 
Conference of Presidents Of Major 
American Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Mr. Schindler: 

It was very nice seeing you last week at the Committee for the Economic 

Growth of Israel national board of director's meeting. 

We are very pleased that you have agreed to serve on the national 

board of directors of the Committee for the Economic Growth of Israel. 

Your skills and experience will contribute greatly to the effectiveness 

of the committee. 

The task that CEG-I has undertaken is essential to Israel's economic 

well-being. Israel must greatly increase its exports and much of this 

increase must come from foreign investment. 

The Israel Government both here and in Israel, supports CEG-I in all its 

efforts. The enclosed article discusses a new mechanism which the Government 

has created to deal with a particularly serious problem: devaluations. The 

Ronnel Commission's recommendations provide a realistic solution to that 

problem. 

enc. 

Please feel free to call me for any information you may require. 

c~nca:~ 
. ~ ~-'~di, Consul 

North American Director 

Offices: Atlanta. Ga. (404) 875-{,947. Chicago. Ill. (312) 644-4140 
Los Angeles, Calif. (2131 C,58-7945. Toronto, Canada (4l(ll %1-1242 



mic Growth of Israel (CEG-1) 
Elmer L Winter r · 
Chairman 

1 June 1976 

Dear Friend: 

CEG-I is now officially launched. We had our opening luncheon on 
May 18 in New York. We reviewed our goals and we are now set to carry 
out our commitments to Israel, as fully and completely as possible. 
There is no question that Israel needs our help and I know, from the spirit 
that our members have demonstrated, we have the organization to deliver 
the goods to Israel. 

Much to my very pleasant surprise, 109 people out of 150 invited have 
consented to serve on our Board of Directors. Does anyone need any 
further evidence of a deep interest in Israel on the part of our members. 

Now, I ask you to assist Israel in your individual capacity. We need 
your help, stimulating either your own company or your business associates 
or your friends to invest in Israel and to buy products made in Israel. You 
will be surprised at how many people will respond favorably to your asking, 
"Would you like to have some jnformation about the many advantages that 
Israel offers to you if you open a plant in Israel?" or "Would you be 
interested in purchasing Israeli-made goods? 11 By asking these questions, 
you will develop leads for the Israel government officials to follow. 

There are three people and three telephone numbers on the attached card. 
I would appreciate your keeping this card in your wallet. These are the 
people that can handle inquiries. 

I rely heavily upon you to help us meet our objectives -- making the 
economy of Israel a viable one. 

ELW/ls 
Enclosure 

f 

5301 N. Ironwood Road , Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201 □ (414)961-1000 





FORBES Magazine on March 1 5, 197 6 well 
described Israel's economic challenge: 

"Israel is fighting for survival on two 
fronts. Victory on the first will be 
empty without victory on the 
second. 
Even if Israel finally wins its battle 
for political survival, that alone will 
not be enough. It must also win its 
battle for economic survival. 
Right now the Israeli economy is not 
viable. With imports at $8 billion and 
exports at $3. 9 billion, its balance­
of-payments deficit has soared to $4 
billion - a staggering total for a 
nation of 3.4 million people." 

To meet this challenge, the COMMITTEE 
FOR THE ECONOMIC GROWTH OF ISRAEL 
(CEG-I) was created. 

CEG-1 was formed at the suggestion of 
Elmer Winter, a concerned American business­
man and founder and past president of Man­
power, with the active encouragement of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, Minister of Commerce 
and Industry Haim Bar-Lev, Minister of Finance 
Yehoshua Rabinowitz, the Israel Investment 
Authority, the Israel Trade Center and the 
Israeli Manufacturers Association. 

CEG-1 is an autonomous, voluntary 
organization of American and Israeli business 
people who have joined forces to promote 
exports and investments in Israel. 

CEG-1 cooperates with both the Israeli and 
United States Governments, but it is an 
independent body which speaks only for itself. 

CEG-1 replaces the Prime Minister's 
Economic Conference and incorporates the 
existing structure of the Conference. 



THE GOALS OF CEG-1 

CEG-1 will concentrate on achieving the 
following goals: 

I Development of Investments in Israel 

CEG-I seeks to attract additional American 
manufacturing plants to Israel, especially those 
which operate primarily for the export market. 

II Expansion of Existing Industry 

CEG-I seeks to assist Israeli manufacturers in 
improving production techniques, marketing of 
products and management skills. CEG-I also 
seeks to interest American manufacturers in 
joint ventures, know-how and licensing 
agreements with Israeli industry. 

III Expansion of Imports into the United States 
of Products "Made in Israel" 

CEG-I seeks to increase the sales of products 
"Made in Israel" in American markets. 

THE STRUCTURE OF CEG-1 

The work of CEG-I will be carried out as 
follows: 

CEG-1 Board of Directors in U.S. 

CEG-I will have a Board of Directors consisting 
of leading American business men and 
women, academicians and professionals. The 
Board will develop programs to carry out the 
previously defined goals. Those people selected 
to serve on the Board will have special business 
skills and expertise; some will have direct 
experience operating a branch of their company 
in Israel. 

CEG-1 Board of Directors in Israel 

CEG-I will have a Board of Directors consisting 
of leading Israeli business men and women, 
academicians and professionals, to assist 
Americans wishing to invest in Israel or develop 
export-import relations. The Board will work 
closely with the Government of Israel to: 

-Continuously improve the business 
climate for American firms doing business in 
Israel. 

J 
I 

-Make certain that all American requests 
are expeditiously handled. 

-Periodically review incentives, tax laws 
and administrative rules relating to investments 
in Israel, import of products needed for 
manufacture in Israel and export of products 
from Israel. 

LOCAL CEG-1 BRANCHES IN THE UNITED 
STATES 

The National Office of the CEG-I will establish 
local CEG-I task forces in 20 major American 
cities. These task forces will be made up of 
leading business men and women, and profes­
sionals who will carry out the goals of CEG-I in 
the local community. The members of the task 
forces will pinpoint and contact local business 
firms in an effort to interest them in the 
expansion of their plants to Israel, and to 
develop relationships leading to the import of 
Israeli-made products into their community. 

The local CEG-I task forces will assist in 
the development of Trade Missions to Israel, will 
organize "Israel Weeks," and will provide public 
relations services. 

THE STAFF OF CEG-1 

CEG-I will have headquarters in both New York 
and Israel. 

New York 

An experienced American businessman will serve 
as executive director of the New York office of 
the CEG-1. He will execute the program designed 
by the Board of Directors in the United States. 
He will work closely with the Israeli director to 
make certain that there is an appropriate 
followup in Israel of projects initiated in the 
United States. 

In addition, one or more experienced 
Israeli businessmen will be assigned to the CEG-I 
New York office to provide first-hand informa­
tion on Israeli business conditions to American 
businessmen. 



Israel 

Headquarters of the CEG-1 in Israel will employ 
an American executive director who will be 
responsible for executing the policies created by 
the Board of Directors in Israel. He will expedite 
all requests for action from CEG-1 in the United 
States. 

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF GOAL I 
Development of Investments in Israel 

CEG-1, on a nation-wide basis will introduce 
American manufacturers to the potential of 
manufacturing products in Israel, primarily for 
the export market. CEG-1 will work closely with 
the Government of Israel Investment Authority 
in the United States and in Israel to not only 
develop introductions, but to bring about 
commitments leading to the opening of plants 
by American manufacturers in Israel. 

Through a well-targeted campaign , CEG-1 
will first select those fields of industry which 
have the best potential for success in Israel, and 
will then try to reach companies in those fields 
in the United States. 

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF GOAL 11 

CEG-1 will serve as a catalyst in providing to 
Israeli manufacturers advice and counsel, 
financial assistance, as well as in bringing to their 
attention opportunities for joint ventures, new 
markets and improved technology. Through an 
Assistance Program for Israeli Industry, the 
needs of various companies will be determined 
and aid will be sought for them in the United 
States. 

CEG-1 will also design programs for 
American management experts to lecture, hold 
seminars and be available for consultation in 
Israel. 

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF GOAL 111 
Expansion of Imports into the United States of 
Products "Made in Israel" 

CEG-1 will, throughout America, assist Israeli 
manufacturers and U.S. distributors in increasing 

... 

the sale of products "Made in Israel." CEG-1 will 
' cooperate with the Government of Israel Trade 

Center and Israeli manufacturers in the 
development and implementation of programs 
to increase Israel's share of the U.S. market. 

CEG-1 will work to create a desire on the 
part of American buyers to purchase products 
"Made in Israel," through a campaign of 
advertising and active marketing. 

As a first step , CEG-1 will call for a 
marketing study of the problems and oppor­
tunities relating to the import of Israeli-made 
products in the United States. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP CEG-1 

As a volunteer organization CEG-1 welcomes any 
help that will assist it in meeting its goals. CEG-1 
needs: 

1. $1-a-Year Men and Women who can 
serve as Executive Directors of local CEG-1 task 
forces. 

2. $1-a-Year Men and Women who can 
assist CEG-1 in carrying out specific projects, 
and who can provide administrative assistance 
and contacts with manufacturers and retailers. 

3. Specialists in various industries who can 
review projects from Israel to determine their 
applicability to the American market. 

4 . Specialists with special skills in 
marketing, management, production, quality 
control who are available to train personnel in 
Israel. 

WHERE TO GET MOR E INFORMATION 

Mr. Elmer Winter 
5301 North Ironwood Road 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201 

( 414) 961-1000 
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EMBASSY OF ISRAEL 

OFFICE OF THE ECONOMIC MINISTER 

641 LEXINGTON AVENUE NEW YORK 10022 (212) 486-8506 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of 

Major American Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

July 28, 1976 

Enclosed please find a copy of letter to me by Eugene 
Blum of Baltimore and my reply. 

We deal here with an uncoordinated and independent 
initiative to combat the Arab boycott, and, as you will see, 
I hesitate very much to encourage it in this form. On the 
other hand, good will and initiative should not be discouraged 
and therefore you may be interested in contacting him. 

Incidentally, my letter includes various activities 
that everyone could engage in to strengthen our economy 
and you might find it useful to draw the attention of your 
members to it. 
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Jc\i.i ~{g c.1•ins t ·• the 
.l\rab Boycott .. .. 

J 
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. , 
Attn. Eugene Blum 
6806 Harrowddlc Rd . 
Baltimore, Md~21209 

· • •• •, .· • •• ·. -··_· .•. ,,, ~_:.,.··-.:..-··--~:,}Uly 1, 1976 

~ 

r,,1r. Ze' ev Sher 
Economic Minister of Israel 
to the United States 
641 Lexington Avenue 
New York City, New York 10022 

Dear .Mr. Sher: 

Enclosed you will find some of the literature and 
information concerning our effort to help hoister 
Israel's economic picture. 

Basically our qoncept is a very simple one and does 
not involve any boycott on our part. We are simply 
asking Jews to buy from those companies that are 
aiding the Israeli economy (even though the Arabs 
don't like the idea). • 

As per our telephone conversation I would appreciate 
from your office, as quickly as possible, a letter • 
outlining your concept of how this problem should be 
handled and what the aims of such a c ampaign should 
be. • 

I would think it necessary that the letter cover the 
following points: . 1) the peril of Israel's economic 
situation caused by the boycott; 2) the need for some 
type of action on the part of the Jewish commur,ity; 

·, 

3) that congressional nor state legislation have any 
effect on the consumer level; and 4) as you suggested, 
that the action taken should be to encourage n ew economic 
ventures into Israel and that local friends of Israel can 
and should be recognized on a local basis as not to be 
injured by an action t2ken on a national l eve l. 

Our organization has, as a result of four ads ·in the 
J ewish Times, evoked responses from not only the Bal t _i more 
area but also from such far away places as Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina, Atlanta, Georgia, and Orlando, Florida. 
It seems that the average Jew is anxious to do what he can 
for Israel on a cons_urner lev~r 

• ~ince~_lf-~ . / 

~~~•J...,.__'----

Eus 2 ne Blum 
EB : ln 
En c los ure 

. . - • .. 

_.,._ 

- : .._ _ 

.,. ... _ - .. . ~ . 
_:- . • ... - ... ..; 



JAABing The 
Arab Boycott 

.IAAR. an ac·rc ►nym for .Jews 

:\t:ainst The Arah Boycott. is an 

idea lhiit for :-:ome thrt:e years 

ha;; ht•en haunting the mind of 

Joe-al puhlir relations executive 

Gene Rlum. a former officer in 

the I~racli Air Force during the 

l!H8 War for Independence. wri­

ter. 2nd lay scholar of econom­

ic·s. The icte>a became a fledging 

on::anization n•eently when ten 

concerned .lt>ws pledged time. 

ralent and financi:il support to 

initiatt- a campaign at a grass 

roots level. 
A simple concept in a complex 

economic struggle that 1s cur­

rently raging world wide. 

JAAlrs thru~t 1s to or~anize and 

~ducate Jews about how their 

fi~ying dollars can henefit Is­

rael. "It's not enough to make 

-contributions to Is rael through 

charitable sources," stresses 

Blum. "Whether we're aware of 

it or not. what we buy positively 

helps Jsrael and what we buy 

negatively hurts her." By nega­

tively, he means products from 

companies that may support 

Arab interests. By positively, he 

means products that are on the 

Arab boycott list. And here is the 

crux of JAAB: To spend the Jew­

ish buying dollar exclusively in 

support of Israel. 
TDIE magazine recently 

printed an article that high­

lighted companies on the Arab 

blacklisl These were companies 

that are boycotted by the Arabs 

for doing business with Israel. 

Laments Gene Blum, •·As far as 

we know, our Jewish organiza­

tions haven't begun to fight on a 

product level as yet. And it may 

be safe to s:iy that the· avt:!rage that support lsr·~:el, wc- are mak­

J~w does not know the com- • in:-: evc:ry hit .is significant 3 con­

pnnies supporting Israel. Our trihution as lhl• one we m:ikP. 

aim is lo m:ike thi:. infoz:mation throu;::h our favcirite <:harity. 

available and to do everything • "AmonJ? the companies we 

possible to show that it's profit- should heavily support arc 

able to belong to the boycott." Coc;i-Cola, Ford. HCA, Zenith, 

This can be done, JAAB mem- l\Iotorola, Revlon. Helena 

bers feel. by concentrating Jew- . Ruhinstein. Seagrams, and Na­

ish purchasing pow.er and sell- tional Brewing:· 

ing power on selected items It is with a product like Na­

manufactured by companies tional Boh or National Premium 

that are proven friends of Israel. ~r- ,811111 , :m=z ·· - - •-ra~•­

An ct this can be accomplished 

most successfully by directing 

emphasis on a few prod1,1cts at a 

time. 

.JA.AB's ihl'~ ~: •• is to 

(H'ganfa:e and echJ• 

A sad story tha~ Gene Blum cz~e Je~ _ @ho~i 

tells is about the disappearance ~ ;p,.. • • • 3 

from the shelves of Jewish . n~ow r., • .e!l? t:lll}/3!n£ t...O~-

own ed supermarkets of many !iH'S c~n bene-;~! es~ 

Hudson paper products. •·This is rzc.J 

a company that heavily supports ~ • 

Is ra e 1. Th ev even bu i It a factory i:e1 x:, =~-"-'!:ll!!ll!!Mll!!!PllNilill--.Mi••-•111"'""'!11!"·~1o1. ,,,.,~~1 l""""""""'~'ll!o,I,_,. 

in !s:-ael ca-lled Israel-Americat:1 

Pa:;)er Company. But when they 

were overtaken by larger manu­

facturers. the American Jewish 

comrnunitv allowed them to 

slide. By ;upporting business 

that Gene Blum hopes to begin 

the JAAB consumer campaign. 

.. The success of these products." 

he explains. "in terms of profit 

growth based on Jewish support. 

is easily measurable:· He 

recommends that not only do 

.Jews buy the products. the,· can 

v· .?1- • T-;r TD> 
Jl' 1.gild,f;1ng ne n oycott 

• have their favoritt, retail o~tlcts 

promote the products. as well. 

'·And when vou attend a soc:i:il 

function ... he adds. "ask vou1 

host to serve them. and fr he 

doesn·t: tell him why he should. 
The Jewish community has·been 

waiting for JAAB. J AAB is the highly 

appropriate acronym for Jews 

Against The Arab Boycott, a newly 

formed organization which seeks to 

organize and educate Jews about how 

their buying dollars can benefit Is-

, rael, and it has generated an over­

whelming response in the two weeks 

it has b2en active. Although the group 

is based in Baltimore, and has solely 

been publicized in this magazine, 

calls have come in from such states as 

North Carolina and Pennsylvania. 

"They've asked for speakers, for 

information on companies they aren't 

certain about, on how to begin chap­

ters in their areas," reports Gene 

Blum, a local public relations execu­

tive who started JAAB. "B'nai B'rith, 

Histadrut, the Baltimore Jewish 

Council, and the Jewish Identity 

Center have also contacted us. Many 

leading businesses \vant to join the 

campaign as well.'.' 

This past week, JAAB received a 

copy of the list of 1,500 names on the 

Arab Boycott, names of companies 

which do business with Israel. The list 

is now available through JAAB, as are 

speakers and additional information 

on the Boycott. 

JAAB has a promising future 

ahead of it. We congratulate Gene 

Blum for taking the time and effort to 

begin the group, and for publishing 

accurate lists of companies. And \Ve 

hope the Jewish community 1,vill con­

tinue to support the efforts of JAAB. 

M --':i . .'1. ~ 
~lL:i.:.~:l~ 

"By pro\·idinz;:: consumer 

information. by helpin~ JC\\'S to 

understand how to effcrtivel) 

direct their buying power. and 

by getting organizations behinc 

promoting purchasing 3nd sell 

ini? for Israel projects. and b: 

having a JAAG Soeaker·s Bu 

rcau speaker come to )'(>Ur fu nc 

tinns .,vith additional inform s 

lion on the import ance or co 

structive purchasing. you c:i 

h e lp strengthen Isr:iers ec( 

nomic position in today·s tougl 

pr;igm;itic husiness world:· Sil'. 

Gene Blum. 
Lists and spe;ikers and arlc' 

tic,nal information or, the .-\r, 

floyr.ott can he oht:iined by C;! 

in!! J.-\r\B. J l'WS Agai ns-t .-\r ; 

Boycott at 301-653-13 I l. 



J'RADE 

ft") 'l 1 'I be c~<~ csn 
~., ··nn ti ........ 

1\s the ftn:111.::i.d powa of the J\r:ib 
oil slates h;:is rrown. so has their mus­
cl~ in \sorlJ t~:itk. But in using their 
new stren3th, some Arab 1:overnments 
have been pursuing;,. po!tcy th:it is d.:c:p­
ly inimical to the lt.:gal and social prin­
ciples of the im.!ustrial dcmpcracit!S. 
Financial and political capit:i~ were 
shocked by the rcvd:itions J:is t month 
Llut Arab bankers in Libya and Kuwait 
had threat.:ned to pull their money out 
of major international bond issues un­
less cerui.a U.S. and Europe:i.n bank­
ing houses with Jewish ties were barred 
from particip:i.tion. Now the economic 
iss1,;eS raised by such tactics are rapidly 
becoming n m:ijor diplomatic concern 
as well. 

During his press conference in Hol­
lywood, Fla., bst week, President Ford 
made the U.S. position clear. "Such d:.s-­
crimination," he s:i.id, ''is totally con­
trary to the American tradition and re­
pugnmt to American principles." Ford 
asked the Jt.:Slice, Commerce, St.:J.te and 
Defe~ departments to investigate, sug­
gesting that the U.S. m3.y take some eco­
nornic counteractions against these who 
discrimina~ 

A day earlier, the Anti-Defamation 
Lt:.'.!gue of the· B'n1i B'rith accused a 
number of priv:lte companies a nd U.S. 

VJ ho's On the List 
The 1,500 entries in the Arab 

Le:tgl!e·s eclectic 1970 boycott list in­
clude m1ny of the nation·s biggest 
corpontions, as well as a wide va­
riety of other firms, foundations, in­
dividu:ils and products. A sampler. 

Air Products & 
Cnemicols 

Allstol~ lnsurcnce 

American Son'< & 
Trust Co. , 

Bon .... i: Teller 

Burlington 
Industries 

css 
Club 

M~diterrcn:!'e 

Coca-Colo 
De Soto 
E.J. Korv,:He 

Ford Motor 
Four Rosaes 
General Tire 
Gene-,co 
Hort~ Mountain 

Pet Foods 
Hel ena 

Rub.::nsre;o 

Henri Bendel 
l nter:iorionol 

P ~per 

Keiser Aluminum 
& Chemical 

Koi,-,r Steel 
Alfred A. Knopf 
lord & Taylor 
Mdes loborotories 

MinuleMoid 

Monson to 
Motorola 
Notional Srewing 
Notional Steel 
O wens-Illinois 

Poul Monon 
Philadelphia 

Notional Corp. 

RCA 
Republic Steel 
Revlon 
Seagram 
Seers. Roebucl< 
S.H. Kress 
','/hirlpaol 
Y/irco Chemical 
Xerox 

Zenirh Radio 

Boy.co1t 
:iec:ncies of di~c, imin;i.tinK :l:::,i1::;! k,\s. 
nm! ;ii ,<J prnvidt.:d p:lrt of an Ar:ib h.,y­
coll list th:it nt:.:m!cd lxyom! t!,:.: l,;ink­
ing commu:iity into the ranh.s of Amt!r­
ican business. J\nd only a ft!w hvurs 2.ft::r 
the Prc~idc:nt's florid:i press cunf';!ren-:e, 
ld:ihu Democr:i.t Frank Chu,c:-i, ch:iir­
man of the Senate Subcorn.mitte:: on 
Multinational Corporations, prcxluc::d a 
copy of the entire blacklist. 

According to the ffnai ffriL'!, four 
private firms• and two U.S. G:ivem­
m::nt agencies had viohted U.S. civil 
rights laws by excluding Jews fro:.1 em­
ployment in Arab countries in orcer to 
do business or carry out aid p~ograrns 
there. Not all the companies res;:>0nded 
immediately to the charges, but those 
that did so denied .them. So die one of 
the federal agencies: the Overse.1.5 Pri­
vate Investment Corporation, which 
promotes U.S. trade projects abroad. 
The other agency, the U.S. Army Cor;:is 
of Engineers. which m:imges construc­
tion projects in Saudi Arabia fer t.ry.e U.S. 
Govem.r.1c:nt, acknowledged t.J.cit com­
pliance with the boycott. 

Going Along. At a hearir.5 of Sen­
ator Church·s subcommittee two Army 
colonels, William L. Durhar.1 a:id Jo­
seph D. Ben_,ett, expl.:li.ned that i.n def­
erence to Saudi wishes, the Corps of En­
gineers made a pr:ictice of not ~ig:ni.ng 
Jewish perso:i..nel to S:i.udi Ara::-ia and 
also SJ.W to it that its civilian co:1Lr-ac­
tors did the s:ime. But both dc:ued ever 
having seen the .Ar1b boycott !i:;t. 

Until last week, few AmeriC3:13 had. 
At th.e hearing, Church showed off a 
copy of the 1970 edition, \Vh!ch he h1d 
obtained f.rom the State De;:::art:nent. 
Published in D1rnascus, the vob""Tte ,:on­
tJ.L'1S the nama of 1.500 American com­
panies. individuals and organiu:ion.s 
with whict-t the Arabs refl!Se to co busi­
ness, suppo5e<lly because th:!y are ·or 
have been involved with Isr-ad i.., c:--.e 
way or an0ther. But in m:iny w:iys the 
list is baffii.ng. The entri~ ra:-:~ from 
gi:int firms •--ith worldwid:! proe:'lce !.i...t.::: 
RCA and Coca-Cola to loc:il U.S. de­
p:irtment stores like Lord & Taylor. 
Some comoanies were unaw1re ;.r.:it 

they were:::~ the Arabs' enetrj~ ii.s t w::­
til it was published in the news pa pcrs 
!:1st v.e~'<. For example. the A:.1e:-:can 
Ekctric Power Co. turned up on the ii.st, 
eve,, thoug~ the utility holJi:::g ::~r.1;::a­
ny h:1s no intaests anywh:!re in th-:: \lie­
d le E<!st. The Ford Motor Co. ar.d Xerox 
Corp .. beth bvycotted since J 5,f.S. :ire 
only two of many finns that :12 ve b<..--en 
t,}"!ng to h:i:;e their n:irnes rcr.;o·,ed 

• from the b:1cklist. 
Ths:: President's der:uncia, ion of 

Ar:ib discrimination and t_he Church 
he:iri..-,g. t·cth of which too', p::i.cc on 

• Ash!:lnd Ch::mic:tl Ct,. &nc.li "<. Fi'!:d F.:-?;:j!1~r­
l :15 C,.'. ;-~1. P:·.:-i.:,<::" lnJ~tn~ I·, .. • ;~::..! ! i!;::r-n~t­
Lh.,n.!! ~..;:1,,ri ~..,:i\ :..: "::'.) 

Orders. 

the same d:iy, were cl~rly .intended.as a 
signal of bipartis.J.n U.S. concern about 
the boycott. In Cairo, where the Arab 
boycott committee is currently holding 
its semiannual review of the blackl.:.st 
lvloh1mmed M:ihgoub, cornmissione; 
general of the boycott office, dt:fs!nd.:d 
the list as "a legitimate means of kgiti­
mate self-defense_" At the boycott com­
mittee·s opcni...'lg sess:on last week, Mah-• 
goub insisted that companies are listed 
only if they "play a roie in h<!lping Isr.i­
et's economic, industri:tl_ or milit:i.ry 
efforts." 

Legel Tool'5. Washingcon has only 
begun to explore what leg:il tools a:e 
avaihble to combat the boycott. Many 

• antitrust bw e:-pcrts ~u;ve th:i.t Section 
1 oftheShemun Act, which forbids con­
tract combinations or conspiracy i.n re­
straint of trade, could "be used against. 
s:iy, an Arab ban.1< th:u rdll5ed to d-=:il 
with U.S. comp:irues that have tit:3 with 
Israc:l: but enforc::ment •..:•oulci Ix impos­
sible unless the oo.nk had assets lccited 
within th<! jurisdiction of a U.S. court. 
.Some J u.stice offici:ils 2.re discussing an­
other approach: a th:eat of action under 
civil rights Jaws against U.S. companie:; 
that l,ow to the b!ackEst by deliber:itelv 
excluding Jewish employ~ from the(r 
Arab operations. 

Ultimately, the ar~ur.icnt th:it is 
most likely to force the Arab eovem­
inents L.) recor.sidt;r their policy of eth­
nic eco.:omic di.scri..-nination is th:it they 
run the risk of a backlash. against the 
boycott when they ~vn to inv::st their 
oil bi!lions in \\/<!Stem countries in a bi<> 
way. As Presid::r.t Ford put it blunt!; 
!Jst wc:::k: '·Foreign busin~rm:n and in­
' cstors art! welcome in the United St:ites 
,,r:::.:n th.:y :ire willir.g to confonn to the 
princiµk::. L1f 0t.:r s0<:i::ty. •• 
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• HUnsou P1'PEA PRODUCTS • H.ELE?l~ RUBEHSTEI~ 

o l(O!JM( CAM::RAS A~D Fil~ • FOUR ROSES 

• liATIOH.\l BEER. Ct.RLl/,GS, TUBORG • MlLES LABO!UTORY PRODUCTS 

• BARTO:t'S CA~OY 
o RCA 
., SEAGMMS 

~YO ........ ----

• WHlRlPOOL 
.. z1:mrn 
o flEVl0:4 

• ISRAEl Wl>iES AND FOOD PRODUCTS 

o FORD r.lOTOR PRODUCTS 
o HEl;llci<l;.f I 

e HARTZ MDU>HAl?i PET FOOilS • 

• CLUB MEDITi:lHiA1'E!: 
• MOTDROLA 
o KAISER AlUMll'4UM 

------------------------. \~1,1'-r"'~ ~~~ f\ ~~ ' 
'ii,;1;:i J ~n j..,;:;n~!:- ..... ,. 

Patronize companies ON the Boycott List! 

BUY products and S~ll products on the List! 

Now is the time to take firm consumer action. The 

economic survival of Israel depends on it. 

HELP BEAT !HE ARAB BDYC011 
. . 

e Arrange for speakers f::ir your organization. 

• Arrange for mailing ir.ser.s of boycott lists for your organizatio 7 
o Arrange commit:ees in your organization to cail on merchants. restaurants. 3 

. ho:els. motels. Ciscount houses and supermarkets to carry products and ~ 

push sales of companies on the Boycott Lis,. ri 

., Tell friends to !O:n th<:> b2ttle against the Arab Boycott. 

For further information on how to turn shopping dorlars into 

victor; dollars, OR FOR SPEAKERS, CALL: 

.J E: 1?! 5 A Ci~ J }1 S 7 "f:. T-Lei. B 3 {) Y t·; 0 TT 

3Di .,353,.AJ 311 
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rFnDT rPu03TITitfts 
irn tor;11morru? 

o - Lincoln Continental Mark IV 

~ Coca Cola 

e National Beer 

e RCA 

Patronize companies o;~ the Boycott List! 

BUV products and SELl ·products on the List! 

Now is the time to take firm consumer action. The 

economic survival of Israel depends on it. 

HELP BEAT THE AiiAB EOYG01T 

I') Arrange far s~-~akers for your organiz2.tion_ 

~ Arrange far mailing inserts of boycott lis~s for your organization. 

o Arrange comm ittees in your organiz0t ion to call on merchants, 

restaurants, hotels. motels, discount houses and supermar~ets 

to carry products and push sales of companies on the Boycott 

List. 

For further information on how to turn shopping dollars into 

. victor; dollars, OR FOR SPEAKERS, CALL: 



EMBASSY OF ISRAEL 

OFFICE OF THE ECONO)llC :MINISTER 

641 LEXINGTON AVE NUE N E W YORK 10022 (21 2 ) 486 -8506 

Mr. Eugene Blum 
Jews Against the Arab Boycott 
6806 Harrowdale Road 
Baltimore, Md. 21209 

Dear Mr. Blum, 

July 28,. 1976 

Thank you very much for your letter of July 1, 1976 
informing me about JAAB activities, and asking me to outline 
our concepts of how to help bolster Israel's economic picture. 

Clearly, your colleagues and yourself m~st be congratulated, 

and we indeed appreciate very much what you are doing. We hope 

indeed that many other communities will follow your example 
and get together to assist Israel's economy. 

In this area there are two main activities: first, assisting 

Israel's effort to reduce its current balance of payment deficit 

and making the US business community more open and ready to buy 
from Israel and t~ invest in Israe l; second, fighting Arab 
economic coercion in this country, mainly the Arab boycott. 

Jewish activities are carried on in both areas, by individuals, 

as well as by the various Jewish organizations. On the positive 

side, i.e. promoting Israeli goods and investments in Israel, the 

following activitie s could be undertaken: 

(a) Think Israel - look for goods produced in Israel and 
buy them (a catalogue is enclosed) 

(b) Suggest to producers, wholesalers and retailers to use 
and sell goods produced in Israel 

(c) Use in your home, and encourage your friends and neighbors, 
to buy and use in their homes goods produced in Israel; 

... /2 



, O FFICE O F T HE ECON O M IC M I N IST ER - 2 -
July 28, 1976 

Mr. Eugene Blum 

(d) 

(e) 

Join communal activities aimed to strengthen the economy 
of Israel, such as CEG-I headed by Elmer Winter (I am 
sending a copy of this letter to h{m so he may be able 
to contact you) 

Suggest to businessmen and industrialists to consider 
Israel as a base of production. In this connection 
you should emphasize the relative advantages of Israel, 
such as our association with the European Community, 
Israel's eligibility for tariff preferences in the US 
under GSP, highly skilled and sophisticated labor, 
financial and other incentives for foreign investors 
and approved investment, and many more. Further information 
can be obtained from the Trade Commissioner or the 
Investment Authority in my office, or in the various 
regional offices (addresses attached) 

(f) Encourage trade and professional organizations in your 
area to organize businessmen's missions to Israel or 
open their platforms to speakers on behalf of Israel; 

(g) Encourage tourism to Israel and fly Israel's national 
airline, El-Al. 

(h) Continue to assist and solicit others to assist Israel 
financially by contributing to the UJA or by purchasing 
Israel Bonds (the local offices will gladly accept your 
advice or volunteer work). 

There are of course many other activities in these area. 

and you and those with whom you cooperate, may choose those 

most suitable. 

Success in the said activities is also success in combatting 

the Arab Boycott. Israel's economic growth is the best evidance 
that we repelled the attack the Arabs have launched, in particular 

because of the financial strength of the Arab oil producing 

countries, and that they have been de f e ated. 

. .. /3 



O FFICE OF T HC: ECONOMI C M I N ISTER - 3 -
July 28, 1976 

Mr. Eugene Blum 

Our policy in connection with the boycott in the US has been 
explained in my speech in Austin, made sometime ago. This speech 
is attached. In addition, the various Jewish organiza tions, in 
particular the ADL, American Jewish Committee and American Jewish 
Congress,are actively engaged in various activities such as 
promotion of Federal and State legislation, adoption of Anti­
Boycott policies by U.S. corporations and businessmen and 
exposing those complying with the boycott rules. Since all 
these activities are carried on nationally and as a coordinated 
effort, it seems adviseable to join them rather than act alone. 
Furthermore, these actions require more than catches the eye, 
e.g. why prefer companies which are on the blacklist over those 
which have excellent business relations with us or even invest 
in Israel, but for one reason or another are not on the list. 

Our target should be to respect and reward all those who 
oppose the boycott or disregard it, and call on others to follow 
them. However, as you have seen from my speech, we do not advocate 
counter boycotting or creating an impression that we encourage or 
foster it. 

You have ~lso asked for guidance concerning the efforts to 
pass legislation. It would be improper on my part to give such 
guidance, but I am sure the various organizations, as well as the 
American Israel Public Affairs Committee, will be able to assist 
you in that. 

May .I again thank you for your efforts, and I hope that all 
of you will find the right way to assist us in our effort to make 
Israel's economy stronger. 

I am at your disposal for any further clarification. 

With kindest regards, 

SincerYtly, 

~- 1~ 
Ze' e'\ J Sher 
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The Government of Israel's Position on the Boycott Issues in the U.S. 

The purpose of this paper is to explain the position the GOI takes 

in the United States on the various issues that arise here in connection 

with the Arab Boycott or as a result of it. In particular I would like to 

concentrate on the policy in relation to the Arab boycott we consider 

that the U.S. business community and the Administration ought to adopt. 

In principle, we agree and hope that all issues will be solved 

once peace will be achieved in the region. However, as you know, it 

takes two to make peace and our efforts in this respect have not yet 

been successful. 

It goes without saying that the goal we would like to achieve in 

this country is the total elimination of any boycotting activity or 

discriminatory policy toward Israel, the Israeli business community 

and the Jewish community around the world. Thus, every action we may 

take, including counter attack, should be considered as an act of self 

defence in the economic warfare that the Arab states have lodged against 

us. 

Other speakers have discussed the legality - or rather illegality 

of complying with Arab economic warfare activities carried on in this 

country, or even outside this country,but in relation to US citizens or 

corporations. As far as I am informed, and in our opinion, compliance 
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by US citizens and residents with Arab boycott rules is illegal, both 

under international law and under domestic law, as well as immoral and 

contrary to US tradition and policy. It seems to me almost obvious ·that 

US firms,which cooperate with the Arabs in their efforts to boycott 

Israeli goods as well as businessmen who deal with Israel or in activities 

designed to damage Israel's economy, will find themselves involved in a 

legal action of one kind or another, whether anti-trust, violation of 

civil rights, non-disclosure of material information to shareholders, 

or under all or some of the statutes that have been referred to by other 

speakers. It should be noted, however, that in all such events it is 

not the fact that Israel has been the victim that gives the cause of 

action, but rather the cause of action is a violation of a legal 

principle of this country, a damage that has been caused to a · person 

here, or the violation of rights of a person in this country. This 

would also explain why the Arab Boycott and discriminatory activities 

are a source of _concern and reason for action in this country, in 

particular US Administration,the Congress and the various organizations 

concerned with the protection of civil rights and minority liberties. 

In other words, warfare activities are carried on, in this country, 

by official and semi official representatives of the Arab countries, in 

addition to overt and covert activities undertaken by the Arabs through 

economic means or by economic coercion, by members of the business 

community and several US service bodies. 
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The question may be raised as to what legal right, as distinguished 

from a moral or political one, we have to request the US to combat the 

boycott activities including establishing certain policies, implementing 

domestic laws, and even introducing new legislation, all intended to 

combat the economic warfare lodged by the Arabs. 

I have explicitly emphasized legal rights, since it is obvious that 

within the friendly relation which exist between Israel and the US one 

should expect that the US will do whatever feasible to eliminate hostile 

acts directed against Israel, in the form of participation by some 

members of the business community in the economic warfare. 

The US and Israel agreed in various instances that the policy of 

the two governments is to oppose restrictive trade practices against 

countries friendly to either. Such opposition can be achieved only 

through appropriate steps to be undertaken in this country. We do not, 

however, rely on the statements alone, but also on a Treaty. 

The US-Israel Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation provides 

in Article VII : , 

"Nationals and companies of either Party shall be accorded 
national treatment with respect to engaging in all types of 
commercial, industrial, financial and other activity for 
profit (business activities) within the territories of the 
other Party.... " 
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Permitting the enforcement of boycott rules does limit this right. 

Article IX grants the right to acquire and dispose any type of property. 

The boycott limits these rights. Articles XIV and XVI grant MFN treatment 

to prod.ucts produced in either country, and the boycott may make Israeli 

goods least favored. Therefore we have to refer to the remedies provided 

by the Treaty. 

Art. XVIII provides : 

"The two parties will, upon the request of either of them, have 
discussions regarding the actual prospective existence of 
business practices which may have· harmful effects upon_ cormnerce 

between their respective territories; and each will take such 

measures as it deems appropriate with a view to eliminating 
such undesirable practices. Business practices which may have 
harmful effects are those which restrain competition, limit 
access to markets ... and which are engaged in or made effective 
by one or more private or public commercial enterprises or by 
combination, agreement, or other arrangement among such 
enterprises." 

The policy of Israel is therefore the one we may raise in such 

discussion. In order to understand the policy let us first discuss 

the various factors which may affect our policy -

(a) The current impact of the boycott on Israel's economy is 

immaterial insofar as our request to take steps to eliminate 

it. The overriding principle is that no country friendly to us 

should permit hostile acts against us within its jurisdiction . 

... Is 
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(b) Since Arab activities, pressures and possible potentials and 

rewards have created awarness of the issue that may affect the 

future attitude of the business community, it is necessary that 

steps to curb possible future developments will be taken as early 

as possible. 

(c) Israel, as well as the US, are committed to the general principle 

that world progress can be achieved by a continued reliance on 

free economic markets, by promotion of a free, cooperative and 

open order of world trade - and therefore, to continue resistance, 

in principle, to the application of restrictive trade practices. 

(d) Awareness of the problem, but without proper information on its 

applicability, possible impact and effect, and the lack of 

informational and educational effort by the responsible bodies 

in the US, have created a voluntary boycott and shying away, by 

US interests, from business opportunities, that Israel has to 

offer, a matter that is neither justified by reason, nor by fact. 

(e) Progress toward peace in the Middle East will be achieved only 

by creating the right atmosphere of credibility, trust and 

recognition by all parties concerned that peaceful coexistence 

is feasible and practical. Any act, attitude or illusion that 

creates the impression that,at this stage, no posibility exists 
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to cooperate, at one and the same time, with the two adversaries 

in the Middle East, that business identification must be with one 

of the parties only, is harmful to the effort to achieve peace in 

our area. 

These factors stated above determined our policy to be as follows -

(a) We believe that ways and means should be found to enhance commercial 

intercourse between Israel and tne Arabs even before a formal peace 

is established. In fact, economic cooperation and commercial 

activities have since WW II, in almost all cases, preceded a 

formal peace between former enemies. 

(b) We oppose the notion that economic activity can be undertaken in 

one of the camps only. We welcome every party willing to do 

business with us, whether he has business interests in Arab world 

or not. We do not believe in counter boycotting of any kind. We 

do not request as others, that volume or extent of doing business 

with us should have a size relative to the size and extent of 

business somewhere else. 

(c) we believe it is necessary to fight boycotting activities advocated, 

forced or advocated by others. A nation cannot, and should not, 

tolerate its being considered a pariah and unwanted in a business 

community or any segment thereof. A country should resist any 

attempt to be defined as a second rate citizen, with whom you do 

business in the back alley only. 
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(d) We are a sovereign nation ·entitled to equal treatment. We do not 

want to be singled out in any way or form. Therefore, we object 

that within the jurisdiction of friendly nations businessmen should 

be required, by hostile forces, to submit information not required 

about other nations. 

(e) It is intolerable that hostile activities by other should be carried 

out against us by threat or economic coercion. We have to fight 

this practice and in this connection we oppose -our being singled 

out by any one, in any manner, in connection with business 

transactions carried on with us, or as a matter of fact, in 

connection with business transacted with third parties. 

We are in full agreement with the US Government that boycotting 

activities in this country against us are intolerable. The State 

Department declared in a release of April 2, 1975 that "the US opposes 

the Arab Boycott. We do not support or condone it in any way". 

This declaration is in accordance with the policy embodied in 

Sec. 3(5) of the Export Administration Act which provides : 

(1) The policy of the US is to oppose boycotts fostered or imposed 

against other countries friendly to the US, and 

(2) to encourage and request domestic concerns in the export trade to 

refuse to take any action, including furnishing of information or 

signing agreements, which has the effect of furthering or supporting 

such boycotts. · 
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There are, however, more t~an one opinion on the most appropriate 

steps to b e taken at this time to combat the boycott. In this context 

I would like to comment on some of the statements forwarded by 

Administration spokesmen: 

The US position is bas i cally that without in any way affecting the 

friendship between US and Israel (a) the boycott issue can be solved only 

within the framework of a peace settlement in the ME; (b) steps to be 

taken now by the US may create confrontation with the Arab world; 

(c) the interests of the US business community are in the Arab markets, 

and creating the situation that they could not comply with the Arab 

boycott rules will jeopardize their competitiveness in the Arab markets. 

This position has been demonstrated today in Secretary's Baker 

speech where he said:"The questions (of the boycott are) intertwined with 

some of the most vital interests of the US". 

These interests include - "The paramount issue of peace ... we (the 

US) do not believe that actions such as the boycott, which increase 

tension, are in the best interest of any of the countries involved .. . 

on the other hand ... these interests are not served by precipitous or 

emotional reactions ... which could produce a climate of confrontation ... 

second, one of the issues i nvolved is 'our national secutiry'. Since 

sixty percent of the known oil reserves are i n t he Middle East a cut 

off from those suppliers ... could have adverse implications for the US 

national security". 
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The r e is an "enduring fr i ~ndship fo r the State of Israe l", but 

the re are "important economic considerations". The Arab countries now 

represent the fastest growing market in the world economy. US exports 

to the Arab countries more than tripled in the past three years, reaching 

$5.3 bill ion, (and) are expected to excee d 10 bil. $ before 1980. 

This, in the words of Secretary Baker represent jobs ... but also 

"we serve the interests of both sides - both economic and political ... 

to the extent that transfers of superior American technology and products 

help these countries to develop and raise the living standards of their 

people. Efforts to expand (the US) cormnercial relations with the Arab 

countries, more than just a cynical chase after the Petrodollar ... " 

With due respect to the honorable speaker, who clearly expounded 

his bona fide thoughts, I beg to differ -

First, we cannot believe the argument that US foreign and internal 

policy are so vulnerable. Is it really true that the dependency on Arab 

oil has made the US subject to coercion b y others, so that the US is 

unable to maintain its way o f life? Is i t really conceivable that t he 

us has lost its position in the world and at h ome which makes the US so 

big and so strong? Is there no world freedom of determination, freedom 

of cho i ce and equal opportunity? It is hard t o b elieve! And if so, i s 

it really true that only the freedom to s e ek business opportunity in Israel 

is jeopardized? Thus, is the p r ice of assurance of oil supply really not 

... I 10 



- 10 -

only trading with Israel but, may be, tomorrow, the State of Israel itself 

and then after tomorrow, the well being of the US and the world? 

I am afraid that even the speaker would not like to agree with 

his argument. 

Second, is fighting for better business relationship, where Israeli 

and Arab business interests may eventually get indirectly together, 

affecting the chances for peace? 

We would think that this should be one of the means to be used 

toward peace. If today there exists mistrust and hatred, the way to 

choose is the one which may get people together. We prefer open bridges 

rather than stonewalling. 

Thirdly, it is legitimate to question whether there will really be 

a confrontation between the Arab world and the US in the event the US 

takes appropriate steps against the enforcement of the Arab boycott in 

the US? Undoubtly, Arab Governments just as probably they have done in 

the past, will express their opposition and present their protest, against 

future steps, but it is hardly believable that a confrontation which 

may either weaken the US-Arab relationship or have recognizeable impact 

on us business will result. Let us look at this very importantpoint wi th 

respect to two countries Egypt and Saudi-Arabia 
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First, Egypt. It is evident from the various discussions taking 

place on economic cooperation between the US and . Egypt that Egypt is 

interested in US investments, know-how and managerial capabilities. 

Would Egypt turn its back on all this, if US business, as a rule, does 

not discriminate against Israe l and carries on business with Israel? 

Of course, they may be able to discriminate against companies which do 

business with Israel, as long as they are able to find out, when 

companies are permitted to inform the Egyptian authorities about their 

relationship with Israel and as long as the US will tolerate this. But 

should they? Furthermore, clearly when US public monies are involved, 

the US will be in a position to ascertain that non-discriminatory 

practices will be adopted. 

With regard to Saudi-Arabia the situation seems to be different. 

Because of their wealth they might have the freedom of choice. However, 

even here it seems to be otherwise. The implementation of the ambitious 

development plan of the country, as well as their regretable arms 

purchase program, require close connection and access to the US market. 

Furthermore, in many areas US industry and business are the leaders. 

Is it reasonable to believe that they will prevent themselves from 

utilizing this market because of its relationship with Israel? In fact, 

speakers from that country have said time and again that their national 

interest to get the best available goods and services will prevail. 

Furthermore, it was stated in a joint communique between the US 

and Saudi-Arabi a as follows : 
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"In reviewing the atmosphere within which economic relations 
between the two countries have been progressing, the Saudi 
side reiterated the Saudi Government's posi~ion concerning 
the League of Arab States' boycott of Israel, it· reaffirmed 
that this boycott is a non-violent economic measure which is 

a product of the absence of a just and lasting peace in the 
Middle East; that it is not based on any form of discrimination 
relating to race, color, religion, national origin, sex or age; 
and that ever since it was started in the late 1940's, this 

boycott was not - and is not today - intended against the United 
States. The Saudi side further expressed its hope that the 
existing and potential economic cooperation between the two 
countries will not be disrupted by any misinterpretation of 
the Arab boycott of Israel. The American side was pleased with 

the reaffirmation of this policy of not discriminating on the 

basis of race, color, religion, sex and national origin. The 

American side further noted that President Ford's statement of 

November 20, 1975 with respect to discrimination and subsequent 

executive actions were not directed against any particular 
country. Both sides agreed to make these policies more widely 
understood and further agreed that any action based on 
misinterpretation of this policy could hinder cooperation 
between both countries." 

These arguments of course are valid for the other Arab countries 

as well. Thus, I believe that introducing the relationship with Israel 

as a factor in the competitiveness of US industry vis-a-vis the rest of 

the world is not substantiated. 

I would like to add that, of course, if participation in boycotting 

of Israel is permisable, then it becomes part of the competition between 

US firms - but is this the kind of competition whi ,~h should be tolerated? 

It is the kind of competition which is contrary to US tradition and 

should be eliminated. 

What would we like to achieve - We would like to see that US firms 

are able to do business in all parts of the region. We would like that 

companies should not deterred from doing business with us because of their 
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business interests in the Arab world or because of their hopes to do 

business there in the future. On the other hand, we hope that companies 

which are actively engaged in business in Israel today or may be so in 

the future will not be discriminated against because of this, and no 

retaliatory stpes should be taken for doing business with Israel. 

Therefore, all we ask is that US Government should protect US 

business so that it can maximize its profits and avail itself of all 

opportunities equally. 

This can be achieved in various ways -

First by direct approach to the Governments concerned. This, as far 

as we know, is being done. The degree of success is evident from 

declarations made by spokesmen of the Administration. 

In another area, we ask the USG to create the situation whereby 

companies here shall not be able to participate in the implementation 

of the boycott rules, and among this we include - (a) refraining either 

explicity or implied, from doing business with Israel because of 

considerations not connected with business or economics; {b) answering 

questions specifically concerning relations with Israel or Israeli fi rms. 

In addition, steps should be taken so that the USG itself and its 

agencies should not participate, in any way or f orm, in furthering 

boycott activities. 
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We believe that these ends can be achieved in various ways -

(a) An educational process through which US business should be told 

the facts, and should be encouraged to further non-discriminatory 

policies. 

(b) By introducing legislation that will eliminate the necessity for 

companies to decide whether to follow boycott practices or not, 

and make all turn down boycotting requests and reinstate equality. 

(c) By more forcibly protecting the interests of US business through 

reducing the possibility of foreigners utilizing US advantages, 

while otherwise discriminating against US business. 

We have followed with interest and are appreciative of the many 

suggestions for legislation and the other legal steps taken or proposed 

to be taken. However, we believe that simple legislation to the point 

is the only meaningful solution which eventually will have to pursued. 

Otherwise, the complexities of the situation will deter the business 

community from doing business in the Middle East altogether. 

Having said this I cannot close my eyes to other activities 

undertaken in this country by various civic groups, in particular 

Jewish, which fight against the boycott. We, of course, support this 

action and appreciate all the steps that they take, since it serves our 

purpose and assists in reaching the goals we have set ourselves. 
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However, it must be unders"t:ood that the basic philosophy and 

justification for their activity is much broader than our own, and 

exceeds our "narrow" interests. Their campaigns are not intended solely 

to preserve the legitimate interests of Israel, but as American, protect 

the American tradition of non-discrimination, equality of opportunity 

and free competition. Therefore, their activity must not necessarily 

be identified with ours, but should rather be identified with the struggle 

here to maintain the spirit of the Constitution and American way of life. 

To sum up -

(1) We have a legal right to request USG active steps against the 

boycott; 

(2) We believe that taking these steps is necessary not only to protect 

our own interest, but the interests of those in the US business 

community who do, or will do, business with us; 

(3) We believe that the best way to stop the implementation of 

boycott rules in this country, or by people of this country, 

is by legislation; 

(4) According to our assesment, the benefits from adopting this policy 

are greater and more advantageous than a ny possible damage from 

retaliatory steps that might possibly be taken by the Arabs; 

... I 16 



• 

- 16 -

(5) Eventua lly opposit ion t o the boycot t may create new bridges and 

avenues for communicat ion between the nations of the Middle East 

and thus assist in bringing the peace we all long for; 

(6) We believe that US f irms wi ll only benefit from doing business 

with us as well as with others and many opportunities are now 

lost for US business and industry. 

American tradition, fr e edom and non-discriminatory practices 

made the US so strong and affluent. , We believe that it is strong 

enough today to continue to pursue this policy, for its own benefit, 

as well as for the advancement of peace and human society. 
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Dear Eli: 

Eu1• o, 
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manner. I hope you • eel 
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In any event, to yo r 
well . 

J y 2 , 1.,76 

T 'ri s o d fferent 
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of our Journey . 
OU 1.11 11 
h ful of you 
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tfectiona.tely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



July 28, 1976 

Mr • .Den Patir, Presa Mini ter 
Miniatry for Foreign A f•ira 
Prime M r' ice 
Jeruaal , er 

Dear 

Juat a 
am for: all 
thou htful in 

Rbaa and l we 
stay for your 
beautiful it w 

My best to you nd y 
•eeing one anot r 
your wife, in which 

AMSatb 

ful I 

ppy that we couldn't 
da told me how very 

time~ 

Hopefully we will be 
cordial greetings to 

joins me. 

Sinaer ly, 

Rabbi Alexand r M. Schindl r 



Mr. Jeffrey Paul 
Jewish Chronicle 
25 Furnival street 
London, E.C. 4A IJT 

Dear Jeffrey; 

July 28, 1976 

Jut a note to 1 t you know how nice it was 
to see you and to have a chance to chat with 
you. It seems to me, at least, that we are 
rea onably well attu one nother. 

Hopefully something will tran pire along the 
lines which we discu ed r our Pr sidents 
Conference journey. If you hav ome thoughts, 
write m or Yehuda. 

Keep well and warm good wishes. 

Cordially; 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
AMS:tb 

c.c: Mr. Yehuda Hellman 



The Honorable Zeev Suffot, 
Consul General 
Embassy of Israel 
2 Palace Green 
London, W.8, England 

Dear Zeev: 

July 28, 1976 

Just a note to tell you how good it was to see 
you. :x found your briefing n British Jewry 
and its commitment to Isra l most construcLive. 

Of course, I am aost grate ul to you for your 
personal courtesies. 

Cordially, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
AMS:tb 



With kindest greetings, I am 

-une 14, 1976 

a11· I ha ten 
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Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler, Rabbi 
<llairman 
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June 9, 1976 

Bernard Edelman 
22730 N . NOTTINGHAM DRIVE 

BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN 48010 

Conference of Presidents of 
Major American Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Gentlemen: 

Jews appear to be losing both the initiative and determination 
necessary to help put events in their proper perspective. There 
appears to be a lesser effort at a time when an even greater 
dedication is required. 

I had occasion to write to two national Jewish organizations 
about important matters and got no response from either. 

Spokesmen for Arab views, on the other hand, appear to be taking 
some initiative and getting more attention. 

In recent days headlines such as "Israelis kill Arab boy" and 
"Israelis kill Arab school girl" have appear ed as news headlines 
by Associated Press. Such headlines do not tell the total story 
and serve to harm the Israeli image. 

There should be 

f 1:,9,ed to the 
t, ime t lose. __ ,,,__ 

a clearing house so that sound ideas can be quickly 
proper organization for prompt action. We have no 

.,.._. 
Cor ially yours, ./ 

/' \ 
I / ,,- L/-.- -.,L ~ &,;. ~ ..Jd.~ \__/ 

Bernard Edelman 

BE:lb 
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.June 14, 1976 

Dear Jochim: 

11hank you for your note of .June 9th. I, too, r gret that YO.U 
are un le to be at the Pr sidents' Conference meeting to rrow, 
for l ~X>ul h have wantad our eaderahip to have an oppor-
tunity to hear from you. Perhaps t ot r time w fill 
have a chance to have you wi u . 

Undoubtedly, e wll.11 _".._,.,,.._ ot r n 1 in a f 
weeks nd ! look forwar to that. n the -•◄1-, !Ma joins 
me in seuding armest regard• from hous to house. 

Babbi .Joachim rinz 
306 Ebmrynd Dr·ve 
Orange, N.J. 07050 

A 

e .. ly, 

ider . chindl r 

' 
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June 9, 1976 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Conference of Presidents of Major 

American Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Alex: 

I can't tell you how sorry I am that I had 
to cancel my speaking engagement. For very 
personal reasons I have to leave on the 14th and 
had to cancel not merely my meeting with the 
Presidents Conference but also several imporb ant 
meetings with the World Jewish Congress . 

I was very much looking forward to appearing 
before the Presidents Conference. A public de­
bate of the i ssues is long overdue, but, unfortun­
ately, if I am ever to appear it will have to be 
postponed until I return in the fall. 

With every good wish for a healthy summer, I 
am 

Yours, 

• 



Mr. Walter P. Stern 
capital Research Company 
299 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10017 

Dear Wallie: 

May 10, 1976 

I'm just back from a week of travel and found the promiaed copy 
of the American Jewish Committee memoran m awaiting me. Many 
thanks for your thoughtfulness in sharing it with me. 

It was good meeting with you and I am grateful to you for taking 
the time from your very buay schedule to chat. It was a moat 
helpful get together. 

With repeated thanks and warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely. 

Alexander M. Schindler 

\ 

/ 
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AMERICAN BUSINESS CAN WELL AFFORD TO SAY NO TO BOYCOTT DEMANDS 

A Background Memorandum 

With petrodollars continuing to flow like oil into the coffers of the Arab 
oil nations, U.S. companies are vying for business opportunities in Arab 
lands. Does that mean they have to bow to Arab boycott pressures? Most 
evidence indicates this does not follow at all. 

Acquiescence in the Arab boycott against Israel not only calls for refusal 
to buy from, sell to or invest in the Jewish state; it also requires a will­
ingness to discriminate against American Jewish manufacturers, suppliers, 
subcontractors, investors--even against Jewish board members, executives, 
managers and technological experts. The U.S. Government, the American busi­
ness community and the many civic and religious groups that keep watch over 
American policies and practices have all made it clear that they are not 
prepared to agree to such demands. 

The Export Administration Act of 1969 declares it the policy of the U.S. "to 
oppose restrictive trade practices or boycotts fostered or imposed by for­
eign countries against other countries friendly to the U.S." The Sherman 
Anti-Trust Act prohibits restraint of trade. Employment discrimination vio­
lates the Federal Civil Rights Law as well as numerous other Federal, state 
and local statutes. And new laws and regulations are under consideration to 
tighten restrictions and increase the penalties against companies complying 
with boycott demands. 

To counter this trend, a new series of rumors seem to have been floated by 
the Arabs and their friends. Anti-boycott requirements, it is said, are 
costing American companies contracts, investment capital and orders. Is 
this true? The widely respected Mitchell, Hutchins Inc., in a report issued 
in August 1975 analyzing OPEC Expenditures: Size, Timing, Nature and Benefi­
ciaries, points out th~· the largest current OPEC markets are Iran, Venezu­
ela and Indonesia--nor of them involved in the boycott. And The New York 
Times, in a report fro~n Paris dated April 4, 1976, notes that the Netherlands 
and the United States--special targets of the 1973 Arab oil embargo because 
of their pro-Israel stance--both increased their exports to the Mideast in 
1974 and 1975, while France, its pro-Arab policies notwithstanding, has fall­
en behind. The same pragmatism marks most of the Arabs' business dealings. 

By far the largest Arab purchases in the U.S. involve military weapons, hard­
ware and parts. As of March 1976, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers was au­
thorized to subcontract and supervise the building of $18 billion-worth of 
military facilities in Saudi Arabia alone. There are 3,000 Saudis studying 
in the U.S., and many of that country's highest officials were educated 
here. The Saudis are buying 110 Northrop F-5E jet fighters, and want our 
tanks, anti-tank missiles and armored personnel carriers. Only American 
companies can provide the technology for this sophisticated equipment, and 
the personnel to teach the Arabs how to use and maintain it. A decision to 
shift this business to other countries because U.S. companies will not bow 
to the boycott would mean not only scrapping and replacing expensive equip­
ment but retraining pilots, aircraft technicians and artillerymen as well as 
essential civilian workers--an enormous waste of petrodollaus. And in 
sparsely populated countries like Saudi Arabia .and Kuwait, the limited labor 
supply would make such a switch particularly difficult and unlikely. 

Of course, military supplies are not all the Arabs buy. In the next few 
years they are expected to increase their imports from the West in order to 
build schools, housing, hospitals and other facilities their countries are 
now lacking. For these goods and services too, the Arab states are most 
likely to look to the U.S., for neither Japan nor Europe nor both together 
have the industrial capacity to meet this high-priority need. "Despite 
anti-American sentiment in some of the Near and Middle East countries 
through the past decade, and sharp Japanese and European competition, there 
is marked preference for American products," Mitchell, Hutchins declares. 
"U.S. products are often the standard by which all other industrial machine­
ry, transport equipment and consumer durable goods are evaluated." In the 
two most dynamic markets, Iran and Saudi Arabia, no single supplier is domi­
nant, the study indicates, "but the U.S. has a commanding leading position 
in both of these countries." 



NO TO BOYCOTT DEMANDS--2 

Virtually all the Saudi development plans have been worked out by American 
experts and are based on contracts with American firms; many are already 
being implemented. Thus, a shift to other suppliers could cripple expensive 
projects under way. Indeed, as U.S. News and World Report reported in Feb­
ruary 1976, despite their insistence on boycott compliance, the Saudis are 
worried that some large American firms will avoid business deals that ·may 
conflict with American law. 

American equity markets also enjoy a special advantage. The Arabs are cau­
tious investors, very much concerned with the diversity, stability and safe­
ty of their holdings, and the American capital market is the largest and 
most liquid in the world, more capable of accommodating big investments than 
any other. OPEC nations invested about $1.5 billion in U.S. equities in 
1975, up sharply from $360 million in 1974. There was also a large increase 
in the flow of Arab money into U.S. Treasury notes, bank certificates of de­
posit, corporate stocks and bonds, real estate and other instruments. 

· The dollar, despite its vicissitudes in recent years, remains the most im­
portant reserve currency in international finance. As large holders of 
dollar-denominated .securities, it is doubtful that the Arabs would follow 
a money policy that could do damage to their own wealth. But even if they 
chose to place their funds in foreign markets, that money would still be 
available to borrowers here. And realistically, as an Arab banker said in 
an interview reported in Business Week (March 15, 1976), even if there is 
no direct contact, a "pro-Israel" bank cannot with any certainty be elimi­
nated from an underwriting: "It's like driving a train. You can choose 
who is going to run it, but you can't select the passengers." 

Further, as Mitchell, Hutchins documents, while OPEC purchases of Western 
goods and services have increased sharply since 1973, "exports to the oil­
producing countries still occupy only a small place in the trading activi­
ties of the developed world. [In 1974] exports to OPEC represented only 
about 5.5 per cent of total OECD exports." If the U.S. maintains its- cur­
rent market share, such OPEC purchases "could represent about 0.7 of 1 per 
cent of GNP in 1976." Similarly, the $1. 5 billion the Arab states investe_d 
in equities here is a minuscule portion of the well over $800 billion in 
shares on U.S. stock exchanges. 

It is also evident that when the Arab states need American goods, services 
or know-how they are ready to overlook or evade their own boycott rules. 
Many American companies--including IBM, TRW, General Electric, Textron, 
General Telephone and Electronics, Raytheon, McDonnell Douglas, United Air­
craft, TWA, Boeing, Hilton, Hertz, Avis--are doing business with both Israel 
and the Arab world. Ford, Bacon & Davis, a large engineering firm on Al­
geria's blacklist, was chosen by Saudi Arabia for a new $4 million contract; 
and Air Products & Chemical, which is on the Saudi list, is supplying the 
technology for a big plant in Algeria. Egypt is negotiating with the Ford 
Motor Company, which has been on the Arab League blacklist since 1966, for 
a $150 million joint venture to build diesel engines and assemble trucks and 
tractors, even though Ford has said it will not stop dealing with Israel. 

At the same time, the Administration is clamping down on U.S. companies that 
violate the law by overt or covert boycott compliance. The Justice Depart­
ment has filed a civil anti-trust suit against the Bechtel Corporation, a 
construction company charged with excluding blacklisted subcontractors from 
its Middle East work. The Government argues that an American company oper­
ating under U.S. law may not do harm to other Americans in order to comply 
with the business conditions set by a foreign state, and that consent to 
such practices is tantamount to relinquishing this nation's sovereign right 
to make the laws controlling our commerce. 

Thus, it is clear that Arab boycott demands are likely to meet growing re­
sistance on both legal and moral grounds. But there is little danger that 
American businesses rejecting those demands will suffer for standing firm. 

76-965-7 
PUB:RF/SFK 
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The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations 
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here 
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people. 

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 12 NOON 
TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 1976 

NEW YORK, April 27 ... Three speakers at a news conference of the 

American Jewish Committee declared here today that the American 

economy would not be hurt if American business took a strong stand 

against the Arab boycott. 

They were Peter B. Kenen, Professor of International Finance 

at Princeton University; Dr. Jess N. Hordes, Executive Director, 

Research Project on Energy and Economic Policy; and Daniel Shapiro, 

Chairman of the American Jewish Committee's Task Force on Arab 

Economic Warfare. 

Professor Kenen said that despite "rumors that seem to have 

been floated by the Arabs and their friends," defiance of boycott 

r equirements were not likely to cost American companies contracts , 

investment capital, or orders. 

He pointed to the Netherlands and the United States, which he 

described as "special targets of the 1973 Arab oil embargo because 

of their pro-Israel stance," stating that both countries had increased 

their exports to the Mideast in 1974 and 1975, "while France, its 

pro-Arab policies notwithstanding, had fallen behind." 

"The same pragmatism marks most of the Arabs' business dealings , " 

he continued, arguing that the Arab states apparently were prepared 

to overlook or evade their own boycott rules when they needed Ameri ­

can goods. He added that many companies were doing business with 

both Israel and the Arab world, among them: IBM, TRW, General Elec-

tric, Textron, General Telephone and Electronics, Raytheon, McDonnell 

Douglas, United Aircraft, TWA, Boeing, Hilton, Hertz and Avis. 

Elmer L. Winter, President; Richard Maass, Chairman, Board of Governors; Maynard I. Wishner, Chairman, National Executive Council; Theodore Ellenoff, Chairman, Board of Trustees 

Bertram H. Gold, Executive Vice President 

Washington Office: 818 18th St., N.W., Washington, O.C. 20006 • European hq.: 30 Rue la Boetie, Paris, France 75008 • Israel hq.: 9 Ethiopia St., Jerusalem, Israel 95149 

So. Arner. hq.: Bartolome Mitre 1943, Buenos Aires, Argentina • Brazil: Av. Rio Branco 18, s/1109, Rio de Janeiro • Mexico-Cent. Arner. hq.: Av. E. National 533, Mexico 5, D.F. 
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Ford, Bacon & David, a large engineering firm on Algeria's 

blacklist, Professor Kenen said, was chosen by Saudi Arabia for a 

new $4 million contract; and Air Products & Chemical, which is on 

the Saudi list, is supplying the technology for a big plant in Alge­

ria. Egypt is negotiating with the Ford Motor Company, which has 

been on the Arab League blacklist since 1966, for a $150 million joint 

venture to build diesel engines and assemble trucks and tractors, 

even though Ford said it would not stop dealing with Israel. 

By far the larges Arab purchases in the United States involved 

military weapons, hardware and parts, Professor Kenen said, pointing 

out that "the Saudis are buying 110 Northrop F-SE jet fighters and 

want our tanks, anti-tank missiles and armored personnel carriers. 

Only American companies can provide the technology for this sophis­

ticated equipment, and the personnel to teach the Arabs how to use 

and maintain it." 

Any Arab decision to transfer this business to other countries, 

Professor Kenen said, would be expensive for the Arabs. Moreover, 

he added, the lack of skilled labor in countries like Saudi Arabia 

and Kuwait added to the difficulty of such a move. 

Aside from their military purchases, Professor Kenen stated, 

the Arabs would undoubtedly want to increase their import of mate­

rials needed to build schools, housing, hospitals and other structures. 

Other countries cannot supply all the Arab needs in the quantities 

desired. On this point he quoted a report by Mitchell, Hutchins, 

Inc., a leading investment house, to the effect that U.S. products 

were considered by Middle East countries to be superior to any others. 

With regard to Saudi Arabia, Professor Kenen stated that "virtu­

ally all the Saudi development plans have been worked out by American 

experts and are based on contracts with American firms; many are 

already being implemented. Thus, a shift to other suppliers could 

cripple expensive projects under way." 

American equity markets were also favored in the Middle East, 

Professor Kenen said, because of their diversity, stability and 

safety. The American capital market, he said, is more capable than 

any other of accommodating large investments and OPEC countries 



, 

• 
-3-

invested about $1.5 billion in U.S. equities last year, a sharp rise 

from 1974's $360 million. 

Mr. Shapiro, a member of the New York Bar, stated that the 

American Jewish Committee did not believe that the only way to do 

business with the Arabs was to give in to demands that conflict with 

United States policy, and with Federal, state and local laws against 

unfair business practices. 

"If the American people and the Congress, as they should, find 

corporate kickbacks and bribery and special favoritism unacceptable," 

Mr. Shapiro said, "even if it means some business deals are frus­

trated, we believe they must also find discrimination against Jewish 

companies, Jewish professionals, Jewish subcontractors e9ually un­

acceptable. And we will be supporting measures both national and 

local that make this position clear to all." 

Dr. Hordes said that despite growing evidence of increased Arab 

boycott requests in the United States, the Ford Administration had 

opposed Congressional efforts to strengthen anti-boycott legislation. 

"Concerned with adverse economic and foreign policy consequences 

in the Arab world," Dr. Hordes stated, "the Administration has ob­

jected to Congress's attempts to insure that implementing provisions 

reflect stated U.S. policy in opposition to the boycott. Although 

the Administration has indicated a willingness to act against boycott­

induced religious discrimination against American Jews, it has opposed 

action to protect U.S. firms from the Arabs' secondary boycott 

against Israel." 

The U.S. Government has maintained, Dr. Hordes asserted, that 

a solution to the secondary boycott must await a political settlement 

between the parties. In so doing, he said, the United States in 

effect acquiesces in and in a sense becomes a party to an instrument 

of Arab pressure against Israel. 
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