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Prime Minister Begin's attendance at the funeral was 

very brave and meaningful to her. Accordingly, she asked me to con­

vey her fond regards to the Prime Minister. 

Accordingly, I opened the first meeting with the Prime 

Minister by telling him that he must be quite a ladies man. When 

he asked why I told him that I brought fond regards from two very 

impressive women. He said they must be over seventy. When I told 

him that the regards came from Jeane Kirkpatrick and Jihan Sadat, 

he responded with delight . He said that he l oved Jeane Kirkpatrick, 
and thought she was a remarkable woman. He a s ked me to convey an 

invitation to her to come to Israel as his personal guest. 

since done so). 

(I have 

As for Jihan Sadat, he recognized how impressed she was 

by his coming to the funeral of her husband. However, he said that 
it was less brave than it appeared to her, because the decision as 

to the death of anyone is not in his hands, but only in the hands of 
God. However, he did ask Arik Sharon what would happen if somebody 
were to shoot machine guns at them, as they were walking in the funeral 
procession. Sharon said: "Don't worry. We have the fire power to 

handle it." Begin laughed and said : "That is typical of Sharon. We 

only had some pistols . " In any event, according to Begin, the real 

problem with attending Sadat's funeral was that he had to stay near 
the burial place, because he could not ride on the Sabbath. The only 

accommodations were quite primitive, particularly the toilet facilities. 
The odor was so bad that he was delighted to be able to leave as soon 
as the Sabbath ended . 

- 2-



We then talked about the Golan l aw and the official 

American reaction. I asked why he had never answered my letter, 

pointing out the failure to take political consequences into account. 
He referred to it as my "angry letter" which he decided not to 

answer, particularly since I began to criticize the Administration 

for imposing sanctions and that indicated to him that I under­

stood his point of view. When I said that it was still not clear to 

me, he provided a detailed explanation . While he was lying in the 

hospital recovering from his leg injury (we met with him at home in 
his study upstairs and his leg wa s still extended on a chair. He 

was navigating with a walker and was proud that he had been able to 

use it to go to the bathroom by himself for the first time that day), 
Syria undermined the Fez Conference, refused to remove the missiles 

during the Habib visit and announced that even if the PLO negotiated 
with Israel, Syria would never make peace within 100 years . In that 

case, why not clarify the status of the Golan? Besides, it had been 
on the Knesset table months before and it was part of the published 

platform of the coalition government to pass such a law. It was done 
hastily, so as not to put the United States in the position of asking 
Israel not to pass the law, when it absolutely had to be done. 

Finally, it had to be done before April 25th so that the Egyptians 

would not withdraw their Ambassador, or take similar action. 

When I said the Reagan Administration would still have 

difficulty understanding, Beqin responded that Secretary Haig was 

sitting one week earlier in the very chair I was occupying, and had 
never mentioned the Golan. I said that he undoubtedly did not want 

to get into an argument. 
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Begin said that he thought the relations were very good 
and showed me a letter addressed: "Dear Menachem" and signed "Ron" 
that he had received that very day from the President. He placed 
great emphasis on the cordial and familiar tone implied by the 
signature "Ron," rather than "Ronald," etc. He then showed me the 
series of letters between him and the President, following the Golan 
incident, the subsequent American response and his angry statement 
to Amba s sador Lewis. Immediately thereafter, Senator Percy had 
visited and there had been a very sharp discussion, including a 
warning by Percy that any invasion of Southern Lebanon would have 
very serious political c onsequences in the United States. Then, the 
President wrote to Begin saying that he was unhappy about the deter­
ioration in understanding since Begin ' s visit in September . The 
letter said that some wine does not travel well and he hoped that 
the wine reflecting their relationship had not soured on its trip 
back to Israel. However, the President went on to say that Senator 
Percy had reported to him that there would be no invasion of Southern 
Lebanon unless there was a clear provocation of very substantial 
nature, and he was pleased to hear that. Begin responded by saying 
that the wine was still tasty but that Percy had the formulation 

wrong. He and Secretary Haig discussed a proper formulation and it 
was agreed that there would be no invasion of Southern Lebanon un-
less there was a "clear provocation" the words "of a substantial 

nature" were not appropriate. He gave me the letters to read on a 
confidential basis and eventually gave me copies of his portion of 

the correspondence to keeo. 
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We then talked about the prospects for an autonomy 

agreement. On the basis of my visit to Egypt, I expressed doubt 

that any agreement could be reached by April 25th, because Mubarak 

was not willing to take the risk that Sadat might have taken. 

After April 25th, on the basis of the Egyptian formulation that any 

agreement would have to be ''reasonable and acceptable" from the point 

of view of the Palestinians (and therefore the PLO), it appeared 

possible that there would be long and fruitless discussions. Inevi­

tably, there would be pressure on Israel to approach the matter 

differently and I wondered whether the Dayan proposal for unilateral 

autonomy would not have t o be considered. Begin rejected the idea 

and said that Israel was trying to be forthcoming in the autonomy 

negotiations. He gave me a copy of the memorandum that had been 

furnished to Secretary Haig, together with the original Egyptian 

proposal at Camp David, which had been rejected in the final frame­

work agreement but which the Egyptians were still demanding. He 

expressed the view that Israel had made all the concessions it could 

make . 

Between the first and the second visits, I spent several 

hours with Ambassador Sam Lewis. Sam told me that the Prime Minister 

had a stenographer in the room when he went into his tirade against 

the United States action, following the Golan law. The tirade lasted 

about 45 minutes and only about 15 minutes worth were released to 

the press. According to Sam, he picked out the highlights, but the 

entire performance was considerably worse. However, Sam sat quietly, 

correcting an historical error or two and, as Begin had stated that 

this was a message for the American government, he started back to 
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Tel Aviv to transmit the message. On the way, the radio announced 

the message because Begin had released it to the press. This got 

Sam very angry. On the occasion of the Percy visit, Lewis expressed 

his feelings to Begin, emphasizing that he was not a messenger, 

but an Ambassador and that if Begin wished to communicate with his 

government by press release, it was not appropriate to harangue the 

Ambassador first. Begin apol~gized lamely saying that he told the 

members of the Cabinet immediately after Lewis left and that it was 

sure to reach the press so he authorized the release. However, it 

is Sam's view that Begin knows he overdid it, although he will not 

admit it. Further, according to Sam, Syria was becoming increasingly 

isolated in the Arab world and Begin had simply made the Arab 

countries rally around Syria . Sam agreed, as did Roy Atherton in 

Cairo, that the assassination of Sadat had reduced the chances of 

an autonomy agreement very substantially. The possibility of reaching 

such an agreement before April 25th was less than 30%, although Haig 

was due to return within a few days to make a final judgment on the 

possibility. Haig had finally mastered the complexities of the 

autonomy negotiation, and was now able to deal with them. However, 

he would undoubtedly designate some Deputy from the State Depart­

ment to hold things together, until a breakthrough seemed likely . 

When I told Sam how much emphasis Begin was placing on the cordial 

letter from "Ron" he said that was a short letter because Reagan 

did not want to get into a detailed response to Begin's six-page 

letter; but he was sure Haig would convey the response, including 

a repetition of the Administration's concern about any move by Israel 

into Southern Lebanon . Bill Brown, Sam's Deputy, was with us for a 
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good part of the meeting. Both agreed that Begin was stronger than 

ever internally and the Labor Party was in disarray. 

After meeting with Ambassador Lewis, and before the second 

meeting with Prime Minister Begin, I had dinner at the home of Shimon 

Peres. It was a Friday night family dinner, very warm and cordial. 

Apparently Shimon and his brother alternate Friday night family dinners 

for their parents and their children and grandchildren. The other 

outside guests included Simcha and Vivian Dinitz and several women 

journalists. Peres and I spent a half hour talking alone about the 

Reagan Administration, the Labor Party's prospects and the policies 

of the Begin government. There was hardly anything noteworthy in the 

conversation, except the acknowledgment by Peres that the Labor Party 

had reacted very weakly to the Begin blitz on the Golan law. He 

also gave me some advice and insight regarding the meeting I was to 

have three days later with Chancellor Kreisky. He is a thoughtful, 

philosophical man, who would never permit himself an emotional out­

burst such as Begin's with Ambassador Lewis. He has greater breadth 

than Begin but has no idea how to obtain power. 

At the beginninq of our second meeting on Sunday, Begin 

greeted me by saying that he wanted me to give Arthur Hertzberg a 

message. (A story had appeared in the Jerusalem Post that day about 

a Hertzberg article that was due to be published in the New York 

Review of Books, accusing Begin of "provocation politics"). Although 

I assured Begin that I was not in regular touch with Hertzberg, I 

agreed to listen to his message. (And at the subsequent meeting 

with Mubarak in Washington I conveyed it to Hertzberg). The message 

was: 
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(a) Vive la difference; (b) the most provocative policy was that 

of Ben-Gurion who claimed that any Jew who did not come to Israel 

lacked God in his heart; and (c) Ahad Haam referred to slavery in 

freedom. Begin was obviously preoccupied with the Hertzberg article 

because he spoke to Harry Horowitz by telephone during the meeting 

and urged him to get somebody to reply to the article. 

Both in his reaction to the Hertzberg article, and in his 

reaction to the "non-political" convocation of support for Israel, 

Begin demonstrated how thin-skinned he is. He agreed that the 

leaders of the Labor Party should be involved in the Conference, but 

pointed out that he was taken off the list of Israel Bond speakers 

the day following his resignation from Golda's government of National 

Unity. (However, as soon as he complained to Golda, he was rein­

stated.) 

We discussed the Falashas. Begin was passionate about 

the fact that he had insisted on rescuing the Falashas; and he sub­

sequently provided to me on a confidential basis his correspondence 

dating back to 1977 with Mengistu, urging that Ethiopian Jews be 

permitted to leave Ethiopia. During our conversation, he received 

a telephone call confirming that 354 Falashas had been taken out of 

the Sudan onto Israeli navy boats and that they would reach Israel 

safely. He described the operation as a dangerous one in which 

the Falashas were taken out at night with Israeli sailors holding 

children and others over their heads in the water to get to the boats. 

I had been briefed by Jewish Agency and Foreign Ministry repre­

sentatives between the two Begin meetings and assured him that I 

would do my best to persuade skeptical Americans that Israel was 
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sincerely committed to rescuing Falashas and taking risks to that 

end. 

Knowing f rom Sam Lewis that the brief letter from Reagan 

was a way to avoid further discussion of the Golan issue, I repeated 

to Begin that the Administration still did not understand the why, 

the when or the how of the Golan law. He insisted that an important 

agreement had been reached that had eluded three prior Israeli 

Administrations when Haig made his last visit. I made no further 

inquiry but I did point out that the Administration was sure to 

challenge the justification for any move into Southern Lebanon. 

Begin indicated that such a move would be better taken before April 

25th than after. 

A good part of the meeting was devoted to stories about 

Begin's mother and father. Begin was bragging about how patient 

he is, either in connection with the Hertzberg letter or with Southern 

Lebanon and the Syrian missiles. He said he learned his patience 

from his mother who was the most patient person he ever knew. On 

the other hand, his sister, who constantly advises him and bothers 

him about every matter, is more -like his father. His father was 

the Secretary of the Jewish community in Brest-Litovsk. On one 

occasion a policeman grabbed the beard of the Rabbi. Begin's father 

struck the policeman's wrist with his walking stick, was arrested 

and beaten up, but came home and told his son Menachem that he had 

upheld the dignity of the Jewish community and was proud. Subse­

quently, he got a letter of apology from the Police Chief, which h e 

always displayed. On another occasion, he protected the synagogue 
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from hooligans, guns were fired and the family thought he was k il led , 

but he returned home safely and again got a letter of apology, thi s 

time from the Mayor, which he displayed . (Throughout both meeting s, 

Begin was displaying the letter from President Reagan . ) 
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Shoshana S. Cardin 
Chairman 

Malcolm I. Hoenleln 
Executive Director 

~l 
CONFEI{ENCE .OF PJwsIDENTS 

OF MAJO.llj\MEUCAN JEWISH 0QGANIZ6TION5 

August 28, 1992 

To: Presidents & Executive Directors 
From: Shoshana s. Cardin Chairman 

Malcolm Hoenlein, Executive Director 

Re: Israel Mission Dates 

Member agencies were recently polled to determine which dates would 
allow maximum participation in the upcoming Presidents Conference 
Israel mission. As in past years, many mission participants are 
planning to attend the February Jewish Agency meetings and have 
suggested that the Conference mission precede or follow the Agency 
deliberations. 

However, the weeks immediately prior to and after these dates pose 
numerous conflicts for agencies. Three alternative times are under 
consideration: Deceml.:>_e~..,27-31, 1992, January 3-7 or January 10-14, 
1993. o-7<..._ 

These dates reflect the recent Scope Commi tee recommendatio that 
the mission be extended to four days t allow a more in- epth 
examination of issues. 

Please return the enclosed form to us i mediate! by fax, (212) 
644-4135, to indicate your availability. 

SSC 
MH 

110 East 59th Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 • (212) 318-6111 • FAX# (212) 644-4135 



Conference of Presidents 

Israel Mission 1994 Scheduling Preferences 
-t> 

Name Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Organization Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Telephone ( 212 ) ....;2;;;;...4;..;;.9_-0.;;..:1::..;;;0..;;.0 ______________ _ 

PLEASE INDICATE YOUR AVAILABILI1Y FOR EACH DATE 

Availability Feb. 13-17, 1994 Feb. 27-March 3, 1994 

YES Probably Probably 

NO 

Dates of Conflict (Jan., Feb., March) From Edith Miller to 

Carolyn: Rabbi Schindler won't be back until after July 9, but at the moment, 

the dates do not seem to conflict with anything on our schedule. If the message 
changes, I will get back to you. 

Do you plan to attend? 
\~i 11 Try ___ yes no 

-Would you participate in a visit to another country? 
prior to the mission ___ yes _____ no 

following the mission __ _ yes no 

That would depend on the date of the mission and the locale of the visit 

Please return buy mail to the Conference office: 110 E. 59 st., 
New York, NY 10022 or by fax (212) 644-4135. 
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,., 

Lester Pollack 
Chairman 

~l 
CONFEf{ENCE .OF PI{EsIDENTS 

OF Mr\JOI{_j\MB{lCJ\N JEWISH OI{GANI~.TION5 

Malcolm I. Hoenlein 
Executive Vice Chairman 

June 23, 1993 

TO: 
FROM: 

Presidents and Executive Directors 
Lester Pollack, Chairman 
Malcolm Hoenlein, Executive Vice Chairman 
Carolyn Greene, Assistant Director 

RE: PRESIDENTS CONFERENCE 1994 ISRAEL MISSION 

We are in the process of scheduling the 1994 date for the Presidents Conference annual 
Israel Mission. In order to avoid conflicts and ensure maximum participation of our 
leadership, we would like to finalize the dates soon. Please use the enclosed form to notify 
us of any schedule conflicts during the months of January. February and March. 

In the past organizational leaders have preferred that the mission precede or follow the 
Jewish Agency meetings, scheduled for February 17-24, 1994. Please indicate whether 
February 13-17 or February 27 - March 3 would be convenient for you. A pre- or post 
mission trip to another country, as we did to Egypt this year is also being considered. 
Please let us know of your availability. 

Please indicate your preference below. We will try to accommodate everyone to the best 
of our ability. Please return the form to Carolyn Greene at the Conference office by July 
9. 

Ll' 
MH 
CG 

110 East 59th Street, New York, N .Y. 10022 • (212) 318-6111 • FAX# (212) 644-4135 




