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Mr. Richard Maas 
President 

Februaey 27, 1978 

The .Arilerican Jewish Comi.ttee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Mr. Maas: 

Thank you for your recent letter to bbi chindle~. un~ortunately, 
it ar i ed urin3 his absence iu Israel, ut on his return late 
nest waek, I will surely bring it to his attention. 

Please accept this explanation in the interim. I am 

Sincerely, 

Secretary to the President 



l.nstitute of Human Relations • 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 • 212/751-4000 • Cable Wishcom, N.Y. 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
The Union of Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear Alex: 

I have had an opportunity to report to our Board of 
Governors at its recent meeting your invitation to the American 
Jewish Committee to participate in the study process you are 
planning to initiate. 

I am glad to report that the Board approved the Committee's 
participation in that process. At the same time they asked that 
it be made clear that in authorizing such action there was no im
plicit commitment to change our present status as observers within 
the Presidents Conference . 

I look forward to seeing you upon my return from a brief 
vacation. 

RM/pcb 

cc: Bertram H. Gold 

Cordi ally, 

Richard Maass 
President 
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January 28, 197 

Mr. Harry S. Taubenfeld, Chairman 
Unit d Zionists-Revisionists of America, Inc. 
41 East 42nd Street 

ew York, N.Y. 10017 

Der Mr. Taubenfeld: 

I am forwarding yo r letter of J nuary 27 to Vehuda H 11man 
for handling. 

As I have indicated to you In the past, I do not get Involved 
fn organizational aspects of day-to-day Presidents' Conference 
matters. The Executive Director and th Chalrp rson of the 
M mbership Committees t sessions of that group. 

With kindest greetings, I a 

Slncer 1y, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Yehuda Hellraan 
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January 27, 1978 

Mr. Morris Aroitay 
America-Israel Public Affairs Committee 
444 North Capital Street, i. W. 
Washington, o.c. 

Dar orri : 

As yo my os ibly know, the Jewish St t 
l islators of our land h ve for ed Nation
al Association which provides Jewish State 
representative• and senators from many Stats 
with a form w re they n exchange experi
enc sad i formation. They have .. embership 
of everal hund e l gislators and tn y are a 
ource o~ great potential uaefuln ss to our work. 

The curr nt pr Senate President Matthew 
eldman f w rs y, 790 Grange Road, Teaneck, 

N.J. 07666. The Ex cutive Director i l Abrams, 
form r Secretary of th New York Senate, who can 
be reach.ed at the headquarter of th ssociation, 
311 U ck tt oul v rd, Albany, N.Y. 12208. 

I wold appreciate it it you were to ssign a 
ember 0£ your staff bri f them r gularly on 

issu&s - pr onally or y tel phon or letter -
in which thy are vitally interested and in which 
they c .n h lp further our efforts. 

rely I don't have to tell you how i portant this 
group 1s in it otenti 1, not only for its own 
sake in the help they can provide with State 
1 gislation , but both in contacts whi1,;i:1 they have 
with their resp ctive parties and because of the 
fact that they are a breeding ground £or future 
national leadership. 

I'm counting on you to follow through on this. 
Wi h war .est regaras, I a 

cc1 s nator M tth w Feldman 
Mr. Yehuda llman 

Sincerely# 

Rabbi Alexandr M. Schin ler 
Chairman 



January 27, 197 

-• Albert Chemin 
tlonal Jewish Commmity lations Advisory Couuc11 

5S est 42nd Street 
Mew York, New York 10036 

Al: 

A t ly w, t State 
1eata t o our land mecl a tion-
al Aaaoc:1.atloll which prcwidea Jewf.ah State npreaen-
tat1 • seutora f State, with a orum 
where they ca exehaage experleacaa in ormation. 
They a Dalberahl of se nl bunc1red legislator and 
they ue a eource o great pot atial uae:C-ulnesa to our 
work. 

ident Matthew 
Fe 01:,w:e , Teaneck, New 
~ lsilb~, 
f tmer Sec k nato. who can e 
,:e t Asaoc:1.atlon, 
31 ~M York 1220 • 

I wou r • y to as :l.p a member of 
your t r on issues• son.ally 
or by .. tn which they are vitally 
int r hey 1p urther our e"forts ♦-

Surely I n•t have to tell you bow impol'tal'lt thia group 
is in its potential, DOt only fot' its own aak in the 
he1 they can provide with State le lslations, but both 
in contact whlch they ba111 with their respectt parties 
an caus of the fact that they are a breeding ground 
-or ut national leadership. 

on you to 'ollow through on this. 1th 
rds; I 

c: S nator Matthew el 
Mr. Y huda Hellman 

bi Alexander . Gehl 1 r 
Cbelnlln 



Senator Matthew Feldman 
790 Grange Road 
Teaneck, N.J. 07666 

Dear Senator Feldman: 

January 27, 1978 

It was good meeting you and your colleagues 
the other day. 

Enclosed arP copies of my letters to the 
m~ric~-Israel Public A~- irs Conmittee and 

the Nationa. J wis" Co11m ni ty Relations Ad
visory Counci . I hope tlat there will be 
follo,-up ,y tne orga i .at!ons for it can 
be nu_tally be,eficial to all concerned. 

With e".Tery goot wi ; I dla 

Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chai rr.,an 



For adoption by the 50 state legislatures. 
To be offered by members of the National Association 
of Jewish Legislators through the leadership of each 
state legislature. 

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION ON THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
ISRAEL'S ESTABLISHMENT AS A STATE 

Whereas, thirty years ago the tiny nation of_ Israel \vas born 
out of the yearning of the Jewish people to return 
to their ancient homeland, out of the dire necessity 
to provide a refuge secure against possible 
reoccurrence of another Holocaust, and out of the 
sacrifices and hard labor and zeal of great Israeli 
leaders such as David Ben-Gurion, Golda Meier, Yitzchach 
Rabin, Menachem Begin, Chaim Weizman, Moshe Dayan 

, and others, and 

Whereas, the United States under the leadership of President 
Harry Truman provided the support that led the United 
Nations to accept the reality and legality of Israel 
as the homeland of the Jewish people, and 

Whereas, since that historic period of the creation of the 
state of Israel that nation has been a foremost 
bastion of strength for democratic ideals, representa
tive government, and democratic practices, and 

Whereas, since that ·historic period Israel has been a strong 
front-line in the American effort to curb Soviet 
impe rialism in the Middle East, and 

Whereas, despite the enormous portions of her national budget 
and sustenance that has ha.a to be committed to 
defense, despite the horrendous toll that wars have 
taken of her sons, Israel has succeeded in raising 
the standard of living and quality of life of her 
people beyond that of any other people of the Middle 
East, and 

Whereas, despite the many years during which her enemies have 
surrounded her with overwhelming ground forces and 
air forces, Israel has maintained a courageous stance 
reminiscent of our own history when we~re confronted 
with superior British forces in our colonial period, 
now, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, Tl1at the legislature of (insert 
~-----,-------------:-:-

does hereby salute the St,ite of Israel, pay tribute 
to its courage, express support for its constancy in 
fighting for democratic ideals, voice its admiration 
for its quest for peace despite numerous obstacles 
and for what it has done to make the desert bloom 
with fruit and flowers and trees and for what it has 
done to make the hearts of mankind soar with hope 
that justice will prevail, that the right can 
overcome might, that all the children of God can 
live together in peace. 

++ ++ 



NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
JEWISH LEGISLATORS 

311 Hackett Boulevard 
Albany, New York 12208 

WHAT IT IS 
The National Association of Jewish Legisla· 

tors, founded in 1977, is designed as a loose· 
knit organization of state legislators of Jewish 
descent, to provide an occasional forum where 
they may exchange experiences and information, 
and provide a forum for the Israeli Ambassador 
to the United States, our own United States 
Department of State officials and others on 
matters affecting Israel. 

It will serve as a quick referral source for any 
Jewish legislator seeking information, pro or con, 
on any issue affecting Jews, and act as a channel 
of communication between legislators and Jewish 
national groups, if asked. It is expected to serve as 
a data bank on issues pertinent to Jewish legisla· 
tors, and issue from time to time a newsletter. 

It is expected to be a strong supporter of Israel. 
Hopefully it will give Jewish legislators from small 
states and large states a sense of identity with each 
other. It will be a voice that will be heard for pro· 
tection of the human rights of Jews wherever they 
may be assailed or discriminated against. 

WHAT IT IS NOT 
It is not a caucus. It doesn't seek power. It will 

have no "I ine". It will not take stands on partic· 
ular legislation or specific bills. It is a non-profit, 
educational organization. It recognizes that 
Jewish legislators, represent a diversity of Jewish 
background, a diversity of constituencies, and 
often differ on many domestic issues. It will 
therefore not take stands on issues which divide 
the Jewish community, whether orthodox, con· 
servative or reform. 

WHO ORGANIZED IT 
A mid-west legislative leader came to Al 

Abrams, then Chairman of the National Legislative 
Conference and said, "Why don't you get the 
Jewish Legislators together?" The idea lingered in 
his mind and when he retired as Secretary of the 
New York Senate, he approached Senate Presi· 
dent Matthew Feldman of New Jersey and Senate 
Majority Leader Joseph Lieberman of Connect· 
icut and New York Assembly Speaker Stanley 
Steingut to gain their views. They were enthusi· 
astic and agreed to become founders. 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS INCLUDE: 
Publications: 

A newsletter will be issued periodically. 
Information on Israeli issues will be sent 

periodically; informative, analytical. 
Periodic issue briefs will provide pro and con 

data. 

Conferences: 
The organization will meet once a year at the 

same time and place as the National Con· 
ference of State Legislatures. 

It will also meet once a year in Washington 
with the Israeli Ambassador, U.S. State 
Department officials, and Congressional 
leaders. 

Missions to Israel: 
It will help arrange study m1ss1ons to Israel, 

provide introductions to Knesset officials, 
and help in arranging for Knesset officials to 
visit your state legislature. 

Information and Referral: 
It will set up a data bank of material so that 

any member who seeks information on any 
pertinent issue will have access to such in· 
formation without charge or will have such 
information sent to him by relevant Jewish 
organizations which may already have such 
data. 

CHARTER MEMBER 

MEMBERSHIP CARD 

National Association of Jewish Legislators 
311 Hackett Blvd., Albany, N.Y. 12208 

Hon ....... . 

Dues Paid ................ 1977 ...... . 

Keep this stub for your record 

National Association of Jewish Legislators 
311 Hackett Blvd., Albany, N.Y. 12208 

Yes, sign me up as a Charter Member. I think I 
can make the August 2 • 4 meeting in Detroit ....... 

Enclosed please find check for $5 to help get the 
organization rolling ....... 

The best mailing address for me is. 

Name ................... . 

street and number state and zip 

( ) Senate ( ) Assembly 



I. 

Your 

NATIONAL 
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January 25, 1978 

~rs. Toby Willig, President 
Hapoel Hamizrachi Womens' Organizations 
370 Seventh Avenue - Suite 11 N 
New Yerk, New York 10001 

Oe a r Mrs . WI t 1 i g : 

Your letter of J nuary 18 has Just come to my 
attention nd I re ret th t so much tlm has 
gone by with no response to your organizations 
application for me bership. 

As you kn w, I ave not b en involved tn the 
membership process and requests for affiliation 
are han led by Vehud H 11 an and the Membership 
Commltte. At this tlm, when my own chairman• 
ship will be coming to an end. I feel it would 
be improper for me to undertake the responsibili
ties of the Membership Committee. Thus, I am 
sending your le er on to V hud Hellman and I 
will ask him to move towards a determination In 
regard to Hapoel ~ mizrachi Womens' Organfzation•s 
appl icatJon. 

With every good wish nd warmest regards, I am 

SI nee re 1 y, 

cc: Mr. Yehuda Hellman 

Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 



APOEL 
AMIZRACHI WOMENS' ORGANIZATION 
370 SEVENTH AVENUE SUITE 11 N NEW YORK , N .Y . 10001 TELEPHONE (212) 564-9045 

AFFILIATED WITH NATIONAL RELIGIOUS WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION-N.R.W.O. 

January 18, 1977 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Org. 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

National President 
Toby Willig 

Hapoel Hamizrachi Women's Organization has been applying 
for membership in the Presidents Conference since June 
of 1975. I am writing to you now requesting a meeting 
with yourself and a small committee of our topmost 
executives to discuss this entire matter. 

In May of 1977, we re-submitted all pertinent information 
as requested by the Presidents Conference. We certainly 
qualify for full membership. As yet, the Membership 
Committee has not been convened. It is imperative that 
we meet to discuss this entire situation which pains us 
greatly. We are troubled and dismayed that our request 
for membership goes unanswered. 

We read and know of your personal outstanding record as 
the head of the Presidents Conference for which you have 
earned the admiration of ourselves and of the American 
Jewish community at large. We realize how busy you are. 
Nevertheless, we urgently appeal to you to please set 
aside a time slot for us. I sincerely hope that I will 
hear from you shortly. 

I express my best wishes for your continued success in 
your multi-faceted endeavors for all of Israel. 

TW:ms 

Chairman of the Board 
Bernice Mermelstein 

Vice Presidents 
Dorothy Bernstein 
Ruth Chernofsky 
Ruth Cogan 
Betty Roseman 
Hilda Stern 

Cordially yours, . 

-:[;~ w':?i{!Lo 
National President 

Regional Vice Presidents 
Sara Ain Flascher (Brooklyn) 
Eleanor Itzkowitz (Queens) 
lnterorganizational Vice Presidents 
Lila Bernstein 
Ruth Schnall 
Irene Zelikow 
Treasurer 
Renee Weiss 

Financial Secretary 
Charlotte Dachs 

Recording Secretaries 
Beverly Bernstein 
Suri Granek 

Secretary 
Judy Gruenbaum 



World President 
N.R.W.O. 
Rabanit Sarah Herzog 

Chairman of the Board 
N.R.W.O. 
Hon. Tova Sanhedrai 

Chairman Foreign Dept. 
N.R.W.O. 
Channa Michael 

Vice President for 
Israeli Affairs 
Eva Adelman 

*deceased 

Honorary Presidents 
Miriam Federbush 
Rebecca Cooper* 
Esther Maidenbaum 
Miriam Karlin 
Eva Adelman 
Sylvia Feine 
Lila Bernstein 
Ruth Chernofsky 
Melanie Oelbaum 
Jean Teichman 
Channa Cohen 
Blanche Gershbaum* 
Betty Roseman 
Renee Weiss 
Charlotte Dachs 
Dorothy Bernstein 

Honorary Vice Presidents 
Sunny Alpert 
Gussie Eisen 
Ettie Leifer 
Clara Magence 
Ruth Mayer 
Judith Levenson 
Minerva Levin 
Pni na Schacter 
Sarah Weintraub 
Rivka Friedman 
Yetta Weg 
Honey Weiss 
Ruth Levin 

Menorah Editors 
Shelly Levine 
Tamar Zeltzer 

Advertising Manager 
laura Stein 

Executive Director 
Shirley Singer 

Tour Director 
Melanie Oelbaum 

Field Director 
Chana Rubin 



Mr. Harry s. Taubenfeld 
123 Grove Avenue 
Cedarhurst, ~.Y. 11516 

Der Mr. Taubenfelds 

November 11, 1977 

Yoas l r of oveaber 8 a retard to the 
• ••~•hi appll•ation of •h• USll baa juet 
reaohed ••• I a■ f rwar4ing l~ to Mra. 
Charlo•~• Jaoobaon, who ohaira the Member-
ahlp coaa1~t•• oft• Pr ai4• •' Conference, 
and•••• 1 9 her to follow- on thia matter. 

With kin eat gre tings, I m 

lncerely, 

Ale a er M. Schindler 
Chairman 

cc• Mra. Charlotte Jacobson 
Yehuda Bellman 
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Ms. l!aomi Levine 
American Jewi h Con reas 
15 East 84th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10028 

Dear Naomi· 

ovember 2, 1977 

In response to your query regarding the presence 
of Mr. Taubenfeld at the recent Presidents' Con
ference meeting, to the best of my knowledge he 
was representing th A erican Zionist Federation. 
As you can appr_ciate, we have no control over 
selection of re res ntativee to meetings by our 
constituents un ss the seasion is one to which 
only presidents and executive directors are to 
be invited. You •~Y be certain he was not invited 
to represent the Revisionists. 

With kindest gre tings, I am 

cc, Yehuda Hellman 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 
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OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Presidents Conference 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Alex: 

October 21, 1977 

Dick Cohen told me about the attack on you and 
Rabbi Hertzberg by Beinish Epstein and the charges of' 
11betrayal 11 by Mr . Taubenfeld of' the Revisionists. I have 
sent the attached letter to Beinish Epstein. But I am more 
disturbed about the presence at our Presidents Conference 
table of' spokesmen f'or an organization ( the Revisionists) 
that is not a constituent member. By what right does he sit 
there? Who authorizes his presence? Who gave him the right 
to speak? 

I would appreciate it if' you would cal.l when you have a 
moment to discuss this with me. I have tried to reach you but 
I know you are inordinately busy. Perhaps you and Yehuda and 
I could meet on this, at an appropriate time. 

Sincerely, 

Naomi Levine 

enc. 

cc: Yehuda Hellman 
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Mr. Beinish Epstein 
Zionist Orcanization of America 
4 East 34th Street 
New Yorks Hew York 10016 

Dear Mr. Epstein: 

October 20, 19TI 

I was rlisturbed to hee.r of your public criticism of Dr. Hertzberg 
at the President's Co!lf\~rence la.st .,~ek, not o~- because crf 11llat 
you said but of where you said it. 

D'.£'. Hertzberg does uot. need me or anyone else to def er,d his 
record as a. Zionist anc1 his co-,::em.✓1,2:ie:tt to ·tJ.le State of Israel . 
Only the nost un.inf'or:::ecl and ignorant would question his lifelong 
devotion to and his work en behalf o:r Israel. Hor does the American 
Jewish Con,:-;ress need. me to defend. its record t'l..S an outspoken. ad• 
vocate of the rieht of Israel to lh-e and survive in peace and 
security. l!-:Ven before the state was founded and long before this 
wns a popular A.:~ricn..~ Jeuis~ position> the AJCongress spolm out un
equivocally on this issue. 

As for our cc--~~nts on the U.s.-Soviet agreement, ma;y I suggest 
that you read the enclosed stater,:,.ent which assailed this declarat.ion 
as a ttajor reversal. of: U .s. policy tha.t, .nbrir..gs into question the 
reliabili·ty of om· cou.ntry's soler.m international obligations.•' 
In tbat st,ater::ent- Dr. Rert~berg declared :furtr.er: . 

• -
We deeply regret that the u.s. has now appeared. to Join 
with the USSR in a. disastrous alteration of the terms of' 
the ~neva Conference that elevates the Palestinians ~o 
the status of a .,o.rty and that. cont'ers upon them 1legitima.te 
rights '--'righ'ts' vhich those who cl.aim to speak far the 
Pal.e::rtinians have dei'ined to r~an the liquidation of the 
State of Israel. 

Folloving the issuance of that re1ease Dr. Hertzberg was in 
touch with the "White House criticizing the President e.nd urging that 

f 
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Mr. E1mte1n, ZOA October 20~ 1977 

he cla:rifY the u.s.-Saviet statement making clear that the u.s. 
believes that ruzy C-eneva. Conference o.u.st be bound by UN Resolution 242 
and that there would be no imposed peace on Israel.. 'When President 
Carter included those two poirrlis in his Ull speech we :felt that sound 
political. strat~egy called for us to acknowledge this acceptance C1f 
our posture!' We believe in "yelling" ,men the President or any 
political fig.ire says or does anything about ·which we dis~ .. ee. 
But it is equall.y i.LipQrt.ant to acknowledge when he accedes to our 
wishes and demands. In any event., the AJCongress prides itself in 
its knowledge and ef'fectiveness as to the utilization of the politi
eal process. 

As for your bringing this attaclt bef'ore the P-J."esident' s Conference, 
I believe you did a. disservice to the coordinating process. The 
Presiclen-t 's Colli'erence e:d.st,s in order to bring together di verse vie-;,1s 
and opiru.ons in American Jew'"ish life and. atterr:.vt to vork ou·t a. con
sensus and agreewent so that"~ can all bring our totaJ. strength to 
bear on behalf of Israel. It is not a f'orum for divisive, acrimon-
ious r.>ersonal attacks that do nothing to help the unity of the Jewish 
co:rruillllli ty. If you were critical 01' anything tha:~ Dr. Hertzberg ar 
the .AJCongress said o-c did and ii' you were truly iuterested in 
arguing substance and tactic, you should have called 1-ae or 
Dr. Hertzberg for a meet,ing and then as adults we could ha;vc dis
cussed this matter in an iutelligent and serious fashion. 

I would hope that in the .futui·e you woul.d bear this in mind. 

Sincerely, 

Naomi Levine 

enc. 

/ 
cc-; Rabbi A. Schindler 
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United Zionists - Revisionists Inc. 
HERUT u. s. A. - i"i1Ji1- n,,n n,,~ 

41 E 42nd St., New York, N, Y. 10017 • Phone 697-8450 • Cable Revzion 

CHAIRMAN: 
Harry T aubenfeld September 29, 1977 
NATIONAL SECRETARY: 
Morris Giloni 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear Rabbi: 

In July, Menahem Begin, the Prime Minister of the State of Israel, 
spoke before the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations. 

At that time, he stated that there were four points behind which 
almost all the people of the State of Israel were united. These points 
are: 

1 - The need for defensible boundaries. 
2 - The righ t for Israel to negotiate its own 

Peace Treaty with its Arab neighbors. 
3 - The right for Is r ael not to negotiate with 

the P. L. O., whose objective is to abolish 
the State of Israel. 

4 - The right of Jews to live anywhere in the 
world, including Judea and Samaria. 

Subsequently, I attended two additional meetings, one wh ere we were 
greeted by the former Foreign Minister of the State of Israel, 
Abba Eban, and another meeting last week, when Moshe Dayan gave 
us a briefing. The one thing that was clear at all these meetings was 
that there was unanimity on the part of all the speakers as to the 
importance of the support by American Jews for these positions. It 
seems odd to me that the Conference of Presidents has not, as yet 
seen fit to publicly state its position that it supports Menahem Begin 
and the State of Israel specifically on these four elementary yet 
crucial points . 

... ~ 
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Rabbi Schindler -2- September 29, 1977 

I am, therefore, writing this letter to you, and forwarding copies 
to all constituent organizations asking that we join together and 
place an ad in all the major American Newspapers, stating how 
strongly we support these positions, a nd calling upon President 
Carter and all the citizens of the United States to do the same. 

Your response and expedient handling of this position would be 
greatly appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

H~£ubenf eld, 
HST/ay Chairman - U ZRA 

... , l't ,. 



TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 
American Section, Inc. 

M E M O R A N D U M 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler - Mr. Yehuda Hellman 

Mrs. Charlotte Jacobson 

October 3, 1977 

LETTER FROM MR. TAUBENFELD OF THE UNITED ZIONISTS REVISIONISTS OF AMERICA 

I received a copy of the letter sent to Rabbi Schindler by Mr. Taubenfeld, 
the Chairman of the United Zionists Revisionists of America. Frankly, 
I found this a political ploy for these are the same four points that were 
the basis of the Rabin Government. We did not issue public statements at 
that time and I would be opposed to doing it at this time. I think the 
activities of the Presidents' Conference must represent our own thinking 
and not that of any Israel Government. 

Since I received a copy of the letter, I shall also reply along these lines. 



September 26, 1977 

Rabbi Paul L. Halt, Executive Director 
The New York Board of Rabbis, Inc. 
10 Est 73rd Street 
New York, New York 10021 

Oear Rabbi Hait: 

Your l tter of September 20 Is being forwarded to the 
Presidents' Conference office for action as such mat
ters are handl~d directly by that office. I do know 
that following your telephon call to thrs office in 
July, my assist nt, Ms. Mill r. notiffed Yehuda Hellman 
of yowr interest in having Th New York Board of Rabbis 
given observer status t the Presidents' Conference. 

I also want to note that at he meeting with Foreign 
Minister Dayan this past rid y Judah Cahn was on the 
list of invitees and he was fnd ed pr sent t the sesslo". 

With every good wish for the w Ye r, I am 

Slncerety, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Mr. Yehuda Hellman 
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8 Tishri 5738 

Rabbi Alexander A. Schindler 
Executive Director 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Founded 1881 

Rabbi Harold H. Gordon 
Executive Vice President 
Director, Chaplaincy Services 

Rabbi Paul L. Hait 
Associate Director 

Rabbi Eugene J. Cohen 

Coordinator, Brith Mi/ah Board 
Chaplain, International Synagogue 

In past years the New York Board of Rabbis enjoyed the 
privilege of attending meetings of the Conference of 
Presidents of Major Ameri can Jewish Organizations. 
However, it now appears that the privilege of attend
ing meetings has been withdrawn from us. While the 
NYBR is not a national organization, it is a major 
organization and force in the larger New York metro
politan area, with influence on the national and inter
national Jewish scene as well. I believe that our 
presence, even as observers, would advance the goals 
and purposes for which the Conference was established. 

The NYBR, 
invited to 

therefore, respectfully 
attend future meetings 

of Presidents. 
an affirmative 

We trust that you 
reply. 

requests that it be 
of the Conference 
will favor us with 

May the New Year hold in store for you 
and fulfillment, and 

and your dear 
our brethren ones good health may 

in Israel know 

PLH:ml 

•Rabbi Henry S. Jacobs, 1881-93 
•Rabbi Kaufmann Kohler , 1893-1902 
•Rabbi H. Pereira Mendes, 1902-06 
•Rabbi Joseph Silverman, 1906-07 
•Rabbi F. de Sola Mendes, 1908-09 
•Rabbi Maurice H. Harris, 1910-11 
•Rabbi Bernard Drachman. 1912-13 
•Rabbi Rudolph Grossman, 1914-15 
•Rabbi David de Sola Pool, 1916-17 
•Rabbi Isaac S. Moses, 1918 

·o«eas«J 

the blessings of peace. 

Si:.Y~ours ,_ 

Ralbi Paul ~ it 
Executive Director 

PAST PRESIDENTS-----------------------

•Ral>bl Moses Hyamson, 1919 
•Rabbi Nathan Stern, 1920 
"Rabbi Clifton H Levy, 192122 
•Rabbi Simon A. Cohen, 1923-24 
Rabhi Israel Goldstein, 1925-26 

•Rabbi Barnett A . Elzas. 1927-28 
'Rabbi Ella, L. Solomon. 1929-30 
"Rabbi Harry Weiss. 1931-32 
•Rabbi Max Drob, T933-34 
•Rabbi Samuel J. Levinson. 1935,36 
•Rabbi Israel Goldfarb. 1937-38 

•Rabbi J. X. Cohen, 1939,40 
•Rabbi Joseph Suachek, 1941-42 
Rabbi Joseph H . Lookstein, 1943-44 

'Rabbi A. M. Heller. 1945-46 
Rabbi Theodore N. Lewis. 1947-48 

•Rabbi Simon G. Kra"ler, 1949-50 
Rabbi Morris M. Goldberg, 1951-52 
Rabbi David J. Seligson, 7953.54 
Rabbi Emanuel Rackman, 1955-56 

"Rabbi Joseph MIiier. 1957 

Rabbi A. Alan Steinbach , 1958 
Rabbi David I. Golovensky. 1959-60 
Rabbi Harry Halpern, 1961 
Rabbi Israel Mowshowitz, 1962-63 

•Rabbi Max Schenk, 1964-65 
•Rabbi Edward T . Sandrow. 1966-67 
Rabbi GIibert Klaperman. 1968-69 
Rabbi Harold I. Saperstein, 1970.71 
Rabbi WIiiiam Berkowitz, 1972-73 
Rabbi Sol Roth. 1974-75 



September 19, 1977 

Rabbi W. Gunther Plaut, President 
Canadian Jewish Congress 
c/o Holy Blossom Temple 
1950 Bathurst Street 
Toronto M5P 3K9, Ontari , Canada 

Ocar Gunther: 

J have no objection in principle to having the Cana ian 
Jewish Congress given obs rver status at the Presidents' 
Conference. There is a problem, however, which stems 
from the fact the many of our meeti 19s ar called on a 
last minute basis. This Is not b_c~use of any lack of 
planning but is due to the f c tlat visitors from Israel 
oft n make their plans at the last minute and even when 
plans are made in advance, s w1th the Dayan visit, the 
time for a meeting with th Prestdents 1 Conference can 
not be set unt11 all Washington sessions hav been con
cluded. Thus ours ssion are held on a last minute ca11 
or are dictated by crises. This, of course, makes it 
difficult for anyone comlng in from ·anada br meetings. 

ln any event I am sharing your letter and my response with 
Yehuda Hellman, Executive Director of the Pr sldents' 
Conferenc~ for appropriate action. 

Wtth fondest regards from our borne to your home, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Mr. Yehuda Hellman 
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CANADIAN JEWISH CONGRESS CONGRES JUIF CANADIEN 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT BUREAU DU PRESIDENT 

Holy Blossom Temple, 
1950 Bathurst Street,Toronto MSP 3K9 

September 12,1977 

Dear Alex: 

I believe that some time ago the question of 
closer liaison between Canadian Jewish Congress and the 
Presidents' Conference was raised, and I would like to put 
it on the table once again. I am thinking of a represent
ative of Congress being invited as an observer to meetings 
of the Conference -- an arrangement we would be glad to 
make mutual if that is of interest to you. Quite obviously, 
Canadian Jewry is greatly influenced by what happens south 
of the border, and being privy to the thoughts and plans of 
American leadership would be of great assistance to us. 

May I take this occasion to wish you a G'mar 
tov and God's blessing on your undertakings. 

{& V£ 

Cordially, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
838 Fifth Avenue, 
NEW YORK CITY, N.Y. 10021 

f 
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AMERJCAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS uble Add~,: COJOGRA 

AFfll.lATfD OJ!GANIZA T!ONS: 

American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee 

American Jewish Congress 

American i',·\izrJchi Women's 
Organization 

American Zionist Federation 

Anti-Defamation league 

B'nai B'rith 

B'nai B'rith Women 

Bnai Zion 

Central Conference of 
American Rabbis 

Council of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare Funds (observer} 

Hadassah 

Jewish labor Committee · 

Jewish Reconstructionist 
Foundation 

Jewish War Veterans 
of the U.S.A. 

labor Zionist Alliance 

Mizrachi-Hapoel Hamizrachi 

National Committee for 
Labor Israel, Inc. 

National Council of 
Jewish Women 

National Council of 
Young Israel 

National Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods 

National Jewish Community 
Relations Advisory Council • 

National Jewish Welfare Board 

North American Jewish 
Youth Council 

Pioneer Women 

The Rabbinical Assembly 

Rabbinical Council of America 

Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations 

Union of Orthodox Jewish 
. Congrega_tions of America 

United Synagogue of America 

Women's American ORT 

Women's League for 
Conservative Judaism 

.World Zionist Organization 
American Sectio;i, Inc. 

Zion is t Organiiation of America 

Dr. Manuel M. Glazier 
National Secretary 
American Physicians Fellowship, Inc. · 
1622 Beacon Street 
Brookline, Mass. 02146 

Dear Dr. Glazier: 

October 26, 1976 

Edith J. Miller, assistant to our chairman, Rabbi Alexander 
Schindler, hds written to you on October 15, in connection 
with your letter concerning membership in Presidents Conference. 
Enclosed please find our annual report detailing the 
acti vi ti es of the Presidents Conference. 

As you can see the Presidents Conference is composed of 
Major American Jewish Organizations and none of our organ
izations are · professional in their orientation. I doubt 
very much whether your organization would really qua 1 i fy 
for membership in the Presidents Conference. 

However, we would be happy to submit your application to 
the membership committee of the Confe~ence. In the ~~an
time would you kindly drop us a note and let us know 
a - Whether your organization is local or national in scope? 

If it is national, how many chapters do you have, and 
in how many states and cities do you function? 

b What is your budget? 

c - Do you have a professional staff, and if so, do they 
deal with problems of Jewish Communities abroad? n 

(__'·-~ -~-S~ ely yours, , //l' 
-{; {-.p -~ /-,,( ,l.-'z ., -

Ye uda Hellman, 
f xecuti ve Di rector 

YH:cm 

cc: 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler, Chairman 
Charlotte Jacobson. Chairwoman, Membership Committee 
Edi th J . Mi 11 er 
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Edith J. Miller 

Yehuda Hellman 

Ju}y 15, 1977 

Just a note to remind ,au that Rabbi Paul Halt, newly elected Executive 
Director of the New York Board of Rabbis, called to ask that the NYBR 
be restored to observer status In the Presidents' Conference. I had 
told him this was handled through your office. 

Hfs phone number ts 879-8415. 
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AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS Cable Addres,: COJOGAA 

AFflllA TED OllGANIZA TIONS: 

Amerian Israel Public 
Afbin Committe.e 

American Jewish Congre1s 

American MiZrilchi Women 

American Zionist Federation 

Anti-Defamation League 

B'nai B'rith 

a·nai B'rith Women 

Bnai Zion 

Central Conference of 
American Rabbis 

Council of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare Funds (observer) 

Hadassah 

Jewish Labor Committee 

Jewish Reconstructionist 
Foundation 

Jewish War Veterans 
of the U.S.A. 

Labor Zionist Alliance 

Mizrachi-Hapoel Hamizrachi 

Nation;rl Committee for 
Labor Israel, Inc. 

National Council of 
• Jewish Women 

National Council of 
Young Israel 

National Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods 

National Jewish Community 
Relations Advisory Council 

National Jewish Welfare Board 

North American Jewish 
Youth Council 

Pioneer Women 

The Rabbinical Assembly 

Rabbinical Council of America 

Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations 

Union of Orthodox Jewish 
Congregations of America 

Un,ted Synagogue of America 

Women's American ORT 

Women's League for 
Conservative Judilism 

World Zionist Organization 
American Section, Inc. 

Zionist Organization · of America 

January 20, 1977 

Manuel M. Glazier, M.D. 
Americans Physicians Fellowiship, Inc. 
1622 Beacon Street 
Brookline, Massachusetts 02146 

Dear Dr. Glazier: 

Rabbi Schindler has asked me to respond to your letter 
dated January 17, 1977, concerning membership in the 
Conference of Presidents. 

I am enclosing, once more, a copy of my letter addressed 
to you and dated October 26, 1976. For your addtional 
information, I am also enclosing a copy of the Annual 
Report of the Presidents Conference . 

YH:arf 

Enclosure 

cc: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Sincerely yours, 

Yehuda Hellman 
Executive Director 
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•Nf'non Spritz. M .D .. New York 
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January 13, 1977.---· 

/ \/W 
Rabbi 

,r~~ r,V-0 
Alexander Schindler D 

Conference of the Presidents of Major Jewish Organizations 
c/o Un ion of American Hebrew Cong regat ions 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York. New Yor k J002J 

v 

As the rw,tl ona l !> creta ry of the Ame rican Physicians Fellowshi 1 
Inc. for the l srcei Medical Associat ion, I represent over 8700 
phys ic ian tnembers - t he largest organization of physicians 
worki ng to lmp rov med icine in Israel in the history of Judaisr 

It ls regrettable tha t two previous letters and repeated phone 
ca ll s to your offi ce in a seven month period have failed to 
secure an answer to our request pertaining to information 
about t he Presidents ' Conference organization. 

Ou r Oc t ober 13, 1976 letter was answered by your assistant, 
Ms. Edith Mil l e:- , who lnfonned us t ha t she was sharing our 
lette r "with t he Execu t ive Direc t o r of the Presidents' 
Conf rcnce, Mr. Yehuda He llman, and as king him to respond 
by return mall. " It i s exactly t hree months,and we have had 
no f ur the r co:n,un ication. 

Your pub l ic rel ~tion propaga nda states that your organization 
is a •~entra l fo rum whos e pu r pose It is to make more secure t ht 
posi t ion o f t h~ J~w by sharing lnforTnc) tion, exchanging views 
and pursui ng co,_>peratlon . 11 

We would appreciate some of t hat 11cooperation11 in the fonn of 
a prompt reply f r om either you or Mr. Hellman. 

MMG/g 

A Tax Exempt Charitable Organization 

Sincerely yours, 

k ~ u . ~ 
Manuel M. Glazier, M.D. 
National Secretary 
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Rabbi Israel Miller, Chairman 

1. A .. lviERICAN ISRA:::::L PUBLIC AFF.AI~S CO~-I:-~7·1. .:..:::: 
Colorado Building Suite 720 
1341 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20005 
(202) 638- 2256 

Ed Sanders , C~!..!Il.Il -
Morris Amitay, Exec. Dir . 

2. AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 
15 East 84th Street 
New York, N. Y. 10028 
(212) 879- 4500 

/ 

3. 

4. 

Rabbi Arthur 5ertzberg , Pr es . 
Jtrrs . Naomi Levine , :Sxec . Di r. 

AMERICAN MIZRACHI WOMEN 
817 Broadway 
New York, N. Y. 10003 
(212) 477-4720 

~rrs . Louis Schreiber, Pres . 
Mr . Judah Klein , Exec . Dir . 

.AMERICAN ZIONIST FEDERATIOi',S 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 1 0022 
( 212) 371- 7750 

Mrs . Faye Schenk , Pres . 
Dr . Samuel I . Cohen, :SXec . Dir . 

5 . .A .. .NTI- DEFAMATION LEAGUE 
315 Lexington Avenue 
New York , IL Y. 10016 

/(21 2) MU 9- 7400 

Seymour Graub2.rd , Nat' l . Chc;: ... >c . 

3enjamin Epstein, Hat'l . Dir . 

, . p . .-::::,.., 

Cable ~daiess: COJOGRA 

Yehuda HelLnan , Executive Director 

6 . B' NAI B'RITH 
1640 Rhade Island Avenue, N.W. 
Washin0 ~on , D. C. 20036 
(202 ) 393- 5284 

Davi d E . Blumberg , Pres . 
Rabbi Benjamin M. Kahn, Exec. Dir . 

7 . B ' NAI B' RITH WOHEN. 

8. 

9. 

j 

1640 Rbode I sland Avenue, N.W. 
Wa shington , D.C. 20036 
(202 ) 393- 5284 

Mr s . Milton T. Smith , Pres ; 
Miss Miriam Albert, Exec. Dir . 

B' NAI ZION 
136 East 39th Street 
New York , N.Y. 10016 
( 212 ) 725- 1211 

Hon . Ab~aham J . Multer, Chmn . 
P.enn.an Z. Quitt~an, Nat'l. Sec'y . 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AJ~ICAN 
RABBIS ... 

790 Madison Avenue 
New York , N. Y. 10021 
( 212 ) AG 9- 2811 

Rabbi .. ".rthur J . Lel:yveld, Pres . 
Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser, Exec. V.P . 

10 . COTJNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS 
A~rn ":Ti::LF AJ~E FUNDS 

315 P~r~ Avenue, South 
New Yor:C-:, N. Y. 10010 
(212) 673- 8200 

Raymonc ~pstein, Pres . 
Philip ~ernstein, Exec . V. P . 



11 . HADASSAH 
65 East 52nd Street 
New York, N. Y. 10022 
(212) EL 5-7900 

M:.".'s . Max Matzkin, Pres. 
· Miss Aline Kaplan, Exec . DiY . 

12 . JEWISH LABOR COMMITTEE 
25 East 78th Street 
New York, N. Y. 10021 
(212) LE 5- 3700 

Jacob Shein_1anan, Pres . 
Emanuel Muravchik, Exec . DiY. 
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13 . JEWISH RECONSIBUCTIONIST FOU:WATIOiI 
15 West 86th Street 
New York, N. Y. 10024 
(212) 787- 1500 

Rabbi Ira Eisenstein , Pres . 
Rabbi Ludw~g Nadelmann , Exec . V.P. 

14 . JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF 'YnE U. S.A. 
1 712 New Hampshire Avenue , :I . W. 
Washington , D. C. 20009 
(202) co 5- 6280 

Judge Paul Ribner , Nat'l . Coiill!lildr . 
Irwin Robert Ziff , Nat ' l . Gxec . Dir . 

15 . LABOR ZIONIST ALLIANCE 
575 Si:x--th Avenue 
New York, N.Y . 10011 
(212) YU 9- 0300 

Dr. Judah J . Shapiro, Pre s. 
Jacob Katzman, Exec. V. P . 

16. MIZu~CHI- F..APOEL HAMIZRACHI 
25 West 26th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10010 
( 212) 689-1414 

Dr . Maurice Sage, Pres . 
Israel Friedman, Exec . V. P. 

17 . NATIONAL COl•fMITTEE FOR LABOil 
ISRAEL , INC . 
33 East 67th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10021 
(212) 628-1000 

Dr. Judah J . Shapiro , Pres . 
Bernard B. Jacobson, Exec . V. P . 

13 . NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOI-IEH 
1 West 47th Street 
New York , ~;. Y. 10036 

/ (212) CI 603175 

¥.irs . Esther R. Landa, Pres . 
Mrs . Rena P. Button, Exec . Dir~ 

19 . NATIONAL COUNCIL OF YOUNG ISRAEL 
3 West 16th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10011 
( 212) WA 9-1525 

Herman Rosenbaum, Pres . 
Rabbi Ephraim Sturm, Exec . V.P. 

20 . NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TE.i\WLE 
SISTERHOODS 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York , H. Y. 10021 
(212) 249- 0100 

V.irs . Irving S. Benjanin , Pres . 
Miss Jane Evans , Exec . Dir. 

2l. NATIONAL JSHSH COMi-fl.JNITY REL..l',.TIONS 
ADVISORY COUNCIL 
55 West 42nd Street 
New York, N.Y . 10036 
(212) LO 4-3450 

Lewis D. Cole, Chm.n . 
Al Chemin, Exec . V. Chmn . 

22 . NATIONAL JEWISH WELFL"RE BOARD 
15 East 26th Street 
New York, ~.Y . 10010 
(212) LE 2-4949 

Daniel Rose , Pres . 
Herbert Mill.I!!an, Exec. V. P. 
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23 . NORTH AMERIC~~ JE'tlISH YOUTH COUNCIL 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10022 
( 212) 751-6070 

Edward Price, Chairman 
Ms . Sandee Rovner, Exec. Dir. 

24. PIONEER WOMEN 
315 Fifth Avenue 

✓ New York, N.Y. 10016 
(212) 725-8010 

Mrs. Charlotte Stein, Pres. 
Mrs . Lucette Hall, Exec . Dir. 

25. RI\BBINICAL ASSEMBLY 
3080 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 10027 
(212) RI 9-8000 

Rabbi Mordecai Waxman, Pres. 
Rabbi Wolfe Kelman, Exec. V.P. 

26. RABBINICAL COUNCIL OF AMERICA 
220 Park Avenue, South 
New York, N.Y. 10011 
(212) 260-0700 

Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld, Pres . 
Rabbi Israel Klavan, Exec. V.P. 

27. UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
838 Fifth Avenue 

29 . UNITED SYNAGOGUE O? .AJ@ICA 
3080 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 10027 
(212) RI 9-8000 

Arthur Levine, Pres. 
Rabbi Bernard Segal, Exec. V.P. 

30. WOMEN'S A.~ICAN OR'I' 
1250 Broadway 
New York, r~. Y. 10001 
(212) 594-8500 

Mrs. Patricia Goldri~g, Pres. 
Mr. Nathan Gould, Exec. Dir. 

31. WOMEN'S LEAGUE FOR CONSERVATIVE 
JUDAISM 
48 East 74th Street 
New York, N.Y. 100?1 
(212) 628-1600 

Mrs. Mil ton Perry, P:ces. 
Mrs. Harold M. Kamsler, Exec. Dir. 

32. WORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 
AMERICAN SECTION' n:c. 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10022 
(212) PL 2-0600 

Mrs. Charlotte Jacobson, Chrnn. 
Isadore Hamlin, Exec.V. Cblnn. 

New York, N.Y. 10021 33. ZIONIST ORGA..,_1'HZATIOH O.F A.MERICA 
4 East 34th Street ( 212) 249-0100 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, Pres. 
Albert Vorspan, Exec. V. Chmn. 

28. UNION OF ORTHODOX JEWIS5 CONGREGATIONS 
OF AMERICA 
116 East 27th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10016 
(212) 725-3400 

Harold Jacobs, Pres. 
Rabbi David Cohen, Exec. Dir. 

AMERICAN JEWISn COMMITTtE 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, N.Y . 10022 
(212) PL 1-hooo 

Elmer L. Win~e~, Pres. 
Bertram 5 . Go:'..d, Exec . V.~. 

New York, N.Y. 10016 
(212) MU 3-9200 

Rabbi Joseph P. Sternstein, Pres . 
Leon Ilutovich, Exec . Dir. 

( 

SYNAGOGW COUNCIL 0:5' AMERICA 
432 Park Avenue Sou~h 
New York, H.Y. 100:'..6 
(212) MU 6-8670 

Rabbi Joseph Lookstein, Pres. 
Rabbi Henry Siegman, ::::xec. V.P. 



PRESIDENTS' CONFERENCE - CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE 

Arthur Levine, Chairman 

Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg 

David M. Blumberg 

Rabbi Joseph B. Glaser 

Rabbi Wolfe Kelman 

Rabbi Israel Klavan 

Emanuel Muravchik 

Daniel Rose 

Isaiah Minkoff 

Isadore Hamlin 

Faye Schenk 
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MIEM(Q)~AJMlD)lUJM 
Date October 10, 1973 

From __ _.S~}c¥-' ..... 1..,,,,~a ...... n.__.L-e_b_ow~------------

To 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler / 

Copy for information of __ M_ o_r_t_o_n_ L_ . _ K_e_m-=p'-e_r---'--, _ B_e_r_n_a_r_d_ H_ i _r_s_h_,_ H_a_r _r_y_ K_._ G_u_ t _m_a_n_n __ 

Subject JCS REPRESENTATION ON PRESIDENTS CONFERENCE 

Because of the significant service it renders to the Jewish 
community, THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 
should be a constituent body of the Conference of Presiden ts 
of Major Jewish Organizations. 

/ 

It would seem that this should have been enterprised previously, 
particularly 'When it was arranged recently for THE NATIONAL 
FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS to be represented. 

It is unfortunate that we are cut off from the mainstream of 
Jewish communication and decision making, particularly in times 
of crisis, like the present situation in Israel. 

Twice before, our JEWISH CHAUTAUQUA SOCIETY was called upon by 
the Conference to render an important service to the Jewish 
community and each time we came through with massive accomplish
ments. The first was when we helped to alert world conscience 
to the plight of Soviet Jewry by producing "The Price of Silence", 
a half-hour documentary motion picture starring the late Edward 
G. Robinson. The second was when we counteracted the Arab League 
propaganda line branding Israel as the aggressor by producing 
"Beyond the Mirage" with Lorne Greene, which documents the 
opportunities for peaceful coexistence and understanding between 
Arabs and Jews in Israel. These films won several major awards 
and had hundreds of telecasts and thousands of group showings. 
"Beyond the Mirage" is still in popular demand and is the No. 1 
film on a list of 40 motion pictures about Israel recommended 
by the State of Israel for showing in English-speaking countries. 

Now more than ever, it is essential to maintain better under
standing of Jews and Judaism by people of all faiths. This is 
the task the JEWISH CHAUTAUQUA SOCIETY has been doing so well 
for the past 80 years. This important function merits recogni
tion by representation on the Conference of Presidents, which it 
does not presently have. We would appreciate your recommendation 
and support to accomplish this. 

Thanks. ~~ 



August 7, 1973 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Joshua M. Dwork 

I didn't know that the Presidents' Conference had raised 
it dues to $6,000. and will have to check on it. In the 
interim, I would send them another $500. for 1973-74. 
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CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
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OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 
. . 
!: · 515 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Plaza 2-1616 
Cable Address: COJOGRA 

' • 

.•• 

.·.[) 1 h-,n ,A( .. 
~ (A/V., , ) 

July 10, 1973 

TO: UNION OF AMERICANHEBREW CONGREGATIONS . • 

Dr. Maurice Ei sendra.th; • Rab~i Alexa.nder Schindler 

FROM: Mr. Jacob Stein, chairman 

STATEMENT 

Your share of the expenses of the Presidents Conference during the . 

period April 1, 1973, through March 31, 1974 ............. .- ...... $E;;ooo 

. .. . 

Kindly remit~• 

Amount received to date • ...... • ............ ~. $ __ _ 

Total amount due ............. .- ...... $ 6,000 

1,500• ~ / 
$7,500 )(-

• $1,500 stil.Y outstanding ror riscal year 1972-1973 

· • • • . · . JS/ rb _ • •• ·: - . \ . •. _· . . .. . . '. ..: .· # 

: _·;~;_:·.:._,:· :_ :,~ ... : :,. · ...... ·:_ . .-· < · . . ~ ., :: ·. : · ~----- ...... _ .. -~- : :- . <· ... -.. -.. ~---:--
•· .• _, 

: •. , _.~ -~1-.:_- . •• ., ... ... --~- : . .:~ .. - ~- • . .. • 

... - - r~ .. ----· . . .... '"" .. -

.. / 

' / ;- .. 



4 . CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

515 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Plaza 2-1616 Cable Address: COJOGRA 

April 11, 1973 

TO: UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
Dr. Maurice Eisendrath; Rabbi Al'exander S-chindler 

FROM: Mr. Jacob Ste.in, chairman 

STATE1-illNT 

Your share o~ the expenses of the Presidents Conference during the 
perioct April 1, 1973 through Harch 31, 1974 ................... $ 6,000 

Amount received to date .................... . 

Total amount due .............. • ..... $ 6,000 

Kindly remit. 

JS:sgs 
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February 9, 1973 

Mr. Jacob Stein 
Pre idents• Conference 
515 Park Avenue 
Ne Yor ~ N.Y. 10022 

Dear Jack: 

I 1m enclosing erewith our check for $500. 
to the Presidents' r..onferenc. If we ca 
arrange to btain additional fu s you y 
be sure I iill dQ my best to send them on. 
At this ime 1 this is hat r allocati n 
pe its in accord with t bud t. 

Encit. 

' \ 

st e ards, I a 

Sincerel , 

. 1 x de . s indler 
Presid nt•Ele t 

--



,. 

.... 

February 6, 1973 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Jo hua M. Dwork 

PRESIDEN S111 CONFERENCE 

In view of your note of the 5th, please issue a check for 
$500. from the Con 'ngency Bund for the Presidents' 
Conference. Send the check to my office for transmittal 
with a letter of explanation. Thank.s 



•• 

... Rabbi Alexander M Schindler 

Joah Dwork 

Please send a pa 
The sum can be 

$1,0 
e 

February S, 1973 

nt ' COnferP.nc . 



CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS Ter 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS _A/r-:1 f 

515 PARK AVENUE \ NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Plaza 2-1616 Cable Address : COJOGRA 

February 1 2, 1973 

TO: UNI ON OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
Dr . Maur i ce Eis endrath; Rabb i Alexander Schindl er 

FROM: Mr. Jacob Stein, chairman 

" 

STATEMENT 

Your share of the expenses of the Presidents Conference durlng the 
period April 1, 1972, through March 31, 1973 ......... ~ ........... $ 3,000 

Amount received to date..................... 1,000 

Total amount due ..................... $ 2,000 

Kindly renli t. 

JS:rb 



,, 

Plaza 2-1616 

CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

515 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Cable Address: COJOGRA 

April· 12, 1971 

Dr. Maurice Eisendrath 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
8:JS Fifth Avenue 
Ne'tf York, New York 10021 

Dear Dr. Eisendrath: 

In accordance with the report rendered by the Budget and Finance 
Committee at the April 12 meeting of the Presidents Conference, 
enclosed please find a bill in the amount of $ 4,000 , repre
senting your fair share of the expenses of the Presidents 
Conference during the period April 1, 1971, through March 31, 1972. 

In light of the great responsibilities placed upon our Conference, 
we are confident that you will make every effort to remit the 
above amount as soon as possible, and we therefore thank you in 
advance for your cooperation. 

With best wishes, 

cc: Rabbi Alex Schindler 
Mr. Joshua Dwork 

WAW:MLL: rab 

Sincerely yours, 

Dr. William A. Wexler 
Chairman of the Presidents Conference 

Morton L. London 
Chairman of the Budget and 
Finance Committee 



CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR A~JlERICI-\N JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

515 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Plaza 2-1616 Cable Address: COJOGRA 

TO: UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
Dr. Maurice Eisendrath; Rabbi Alex Schindler; Mr. Joshua Dwork 

FROM: Dr. William A. Wexler, Chairman 

STATEMENT 

Your share of the expenses of the Presidents Conference during the 
period April 1, 1971, through March 31, 1972 ...................... . $3,000 

Additional amount requested ................... 1,000 

Amount received to date ...................... ---

Balance . .................................... ~ . f, 000 

Kindly remit. 

WAW: rb 



April 17, 1970 

Rabbi A.N. Scbincllar 

Al Vorepan 

There is a epect.1 memberallip ccmmitt e of the Pr aident• 
Conference, aai4 tehudiah 1111111811 n • to ppoint aomeom. 
Whom ahould we appoint? !rofaasional or layman! And, if 
ao, who? 



be: Rabbi Wolf Kelman 
Al Vorspan 
Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
Rabbi M.N. Eisendrath 

Rabbi Herschel Schacter, Chairman 
Conference of President• 
515 Park Avenue 
Nev York, H.Y. 10022 

Dear Herschel, 

December 18, 1969 

Wolf ICelman was good enough to send me a copy of his letter in which he voiced his 
plaint about the nominations procedures of the Presidents Conference. Needless to 
say, we associate ourselves completely with his views and admire him for expressing 
the aenae of outrage which fills us as well. 

Do you really blame us for th aenae of outrage1 
plain and simple• one which we cannot be expected 
unified cormnunity or we are not. If ve are. then 
recognized. 

It ia an institutional slur, 
to countenance. lither we are a 
its plural character ought to be 

I know that we have had discuaaions, but I do not for one moment recognize the 
validity of the problema 'llhich have been raised. We are perfectly willing to work 
with organizations whose views diverge from ours. Other organizations ought to be 
equally willing to nrk with men and institutione whose views diverge from theirs. 

I juat chanced to complete Nah Goldmann's re-eently published autobiography. In it 
he repeats a statement he made to the Pre•idents Conference not too long ago. to wit, 
that Maurice Eisendrath together with Phil Klutznick helped him establish the 
Presidents Conference. Does this count for nothing? And what of our cooperation 
throughout these years? Bas anything ever been denied? Have ve not given both 

terial, and in the labors of our profeuional ilay leaders, everything that 
waa ever asked of us? 

Throughout these years, mo-ceover, promises were made of Chairmanships or recently of 
Vice Chainnanships. If our work is of no avail, are the woris of the Presidents 
Conference's professional and lay leadership of no account either? 

In a word, my friend and colleague Bersehel, we have just about had it, and becauae 
I know that you are a thoroughly decent human being, you will understand our chagrin 
and dismay. 

Cordially, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

p.s. Heedless to say, all this should not be interpreted to be a reflection on 
Dr. Wexler and B'nai B'rith. We have nothing taut the highest regard for him 
personally and for the institution which he repreaents. 

cc: Kr. Yehudah Hellman 



November 22, 1968 

Rabbi Herschel Schacter, Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations 
515 Park A.am1e 
New York, ■.Y. 10022 

Dear Rabbi Schacter, 

This will confirm our telephone instructions to 
Mr. Bellman• a offiee of this day, wherein we agreed 
to the use of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations• 
name among the signatories of the IJJA Emergency Fund ad. 

Sincerely yours, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MA.JOR 

515 PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK. NEW YORK 10022 

PLaza 2-1616 

AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS Cable Address: COJOGRA 

-----------------------------··--------------------

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS: 

AMERICAN ISRAEL PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 

AMER ICAN TRADE UNION 
COUNCIL for HISTADRUT 

AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 

B'NAI B'RITH 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF 
AMERICAN RABBIS 

COUNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS 
and WELFARE FUNDS (observer) 

HADASSAH 

JEWISH AGENCY FOR ISRAEL
AMERICAN SECTION 

JEWISH LABOR COMMITTEE 

JEWISH WAR VETERANS 
OF THE U.S.A. 

LABOR ZIONIST MOVEMENT-
Poale Zion, Farband, Pioneer Women 

MIZRACHI-HAPOEL HAMIZRACHI 

NATIONAL COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
ADVISORY COUNCIL 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
JEWISH WOMEN 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
YOUNG ISRAEL 

NATIONAL JEWISH WELFARE BOARD 

THE RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY 

RABBINICAL COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW 
CONGREGATIONS 

UNION OF ORTHODOX JEWISH 
CONGREGATIONS OF AMERICA 

UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

November 15, 1968 

Rabbi Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath 
President, Union of American 

Hebrew Congregation 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Rabbi Eisendrath: 

You will undoubtedly recall a recent meeting of the 
Presidents Conference, at which time Rabbi Herbert 
Friedman asked that we endorse the United Jewish 
Appeal Emergency Fund campaign. The consensus of all 
those present was that we do so. 

Enclosed you will find the copy of a full-page ad, 
which UJA has prepared and to which will be affixed 
the names of all our constituent bodies. I trust that 
you will approve of this copy and will let me know 
promptly that we can include the name of your organi
zation among the signatories. 

Thank you very much for your prompt attention and 
cooperation_. With warmest good wishes, I remain, 

HS:bak 

Enc. 

Cordially yours, 

~1£k 
Rabbi Herschel Schacter 
Chairman 

cc: Rabbi Alex Schindler, Exec. Dir. 



BECAUSE the survival of the People of Israel is our profound concern--

BECAUSE we understand the strain on the People of Israel of holding 
firm while seeking pe a ce, of enduring guerilla attacks, 
barrages and urban terrorism--

BECAUSE it has been and continues to be our solemn obligation to meet 
the burden of the humanitarian needs of our Israeli brethren: 
the care of new immigrants who will arrive in the tens of 
thousands in the year ahead; housing, teaching and rehabilitating 
those who came in years past but are not as yet fully self-sufficient--

BECAUSE the People of the State of Israel, completely overburde ned in 
providing for their own defens e in the face of a relentless 
clamor for their annihilation, can no longer bear a share of 
the cost of UJA-supported humanitarian programs--

BECAUSE now we must meet this burden in full--

BECAUSE we are resolved that 

ISRAEL MUST LIVE 

WE, the undersigned organizations, representing the vast majority of 
American Jewry, pledge full support of our leadership and our members 
to the humanitarian goals of 

THE 1969 ISRAEL EMERGENCY FUND CAMPAIGN 
and 

REGULAR CAMPAIGN 
of 

THE .UNITED JEWISH APPEAL 



'' The history and Structure of the French Jewish community 

a presentation by Baron Alain de Rothschild, president of the 
Consistoire Central Israelite de France et d'Algerio 

at the December 11, 1967 rneetine of the Conference of 
Presidents of ·1ajor Anerican Jewish Organizations 

First I wisl1 to say how much I appreciate the possibility 
that is bein g offered me to address this nost learned and 
dedicated body of men who is responsible for the welfare 
and the development of Jewry not only in this country but 
practically everywhere in the world. 

forget 
I cannot/that if in Durope and more particularly in France 
the Jewish communities have come back to existence and arc 
now flourishing, it is thanks to the most generous and 
liberal help both financial and spiritual of the American 
Jewry. ilay I once again express to you all my most sincere 
gratitude. 

I do not know exactly what you would like to hear from me. 
I know that quite a number of organizations here have a 
very good and broad knowledge of the organization, and of 
the needs of the French communities; some have offices in 
France and as f or U.J.A. or the Joint, I would say that 
they arc practically partners . 

Nevertheless, some of you are less conversant and if the 
French experts here will excuse me I s nall try and make a 
very rapid expose of our situation. 

Historically the Je ws in France came to full citizenhood 
in 1790, by a decree of th(;) • Convention '' the democratic 
house of representatives of t he French revolution. 

The French community as a whole was orgaHized by :'Japoleon 
and has retained more or less the same status si nce then. 
Th c 1 o ca 1 co r.im unit i e s \v ere or g an i zed in 1 o ca 1 ·' Cons i s to ire 11 

who were the aclministrative council of these communities . 
The members were elected and had an official status. 
They represented the community vis-a-vis the public author
ities and they governed the community and ran the various 
charities. They nominated their Rabbis. 

ileading all the local '' Consistoires " there was a 1'Consistoire 
Central' ' . There were seated elected representatives of 
each local Consistoire. The Juty of the Consistoire Cen-
tral was firstly to nol:linate the Chief !iabbi of France. 
It was on t he top level the political an<l religious mouth
piece of the Community. It was the Central who <liscussed 
with the Governnent. It was through the Consistoire Cen-
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tral that instructions were passed on by the Government 
to the community. It was also through the Central that 
relationship was established witn the other religious con
gregations. 

Last but not least, it was responsible for the rabbinical 
school who formed the rabbis and all religious assistants 
for the local communities. 

It is important to know so to understand the official 
status of the Consistoires that the rabbis were paid by 
the Government as were the catholic and protestants priests. 

This has gone on until now with the exception that in 1905 
the state decided to split with the churches of all creed. 
These then became independant bodies. They had not offi
cial status and their priests were no more taken care for 
by the state. 

With this last exception the administrative organization 
of the Jewish community has remained the same up to today. 

Local consistoires administrate the local communities-
of which the Consistoire of Paris is by far the most 
important - and a Consistoire Central, formed by the union 
of the local ones, nominates the Chief Rabbi, runs the 
Seminaire and settles the conflicts within or between the 
communities. Together with the Chief Rabbi, it keeps 
in touch with the Government on all religious and moral 
and also political problems. To be absolutely complete 
I must add that this law of separation between state and 
church has one exception. In the three " departments" of 
Alsace and Lorraine that were taken away from France after 
the 1870 defeat by the Germans, and have been returned after 
1918, this law does not apply and in those three " departments i: 
the priests are still paid by the state. 

Up to a few years ago, the organized judaism centered around 
the local Consistoires and the Consistoire Central of 
France and Algerie. The local charities were independant 
and went about in an incoherent way, collecting money 
for their budgets. 

About 15 years ago, following the very successful example 
of U.J.A., the Fonds Social Juif Unifie was founded. 
After a short period of trial and error, it turned out as 
the main collecting and distributing organization for social 
cultural and charitable organizations. It did not collect 
for the religious need nor for Israel. 
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Most of the charities joined the Fonds Social - accepting 
the term of a charter - voluntarily stopping to rai30 funds, 
and depending practically entirely on the F.S.J.U. to ful
fill their bud get. This F.S.J.U. was heavily supported 
by the claims conference who contributed up to over a half of 
the money distributed by this orpanization. 

Backed by the technical know-how of fund raisine of the U.S., 
the F.S.J.U. little by little educated the Jewish coramunity 
to be more generous and when the claims conference went out 
of being, the French community was more or less able to take 
care of its social, charitable and cultural needs. 

As I mentioned before, the appeal for Israel and other pro 
Israel organizations conducted separate drives; neither 
were the Consistoires included in t he F.S.J.U. and had to 
go about it alone to ~eet their needs. 

This they di<l through the dues paid by their members and 
by the services rendered to the community - Cashrouth, 
weddin g , funeral, leasing of seats in synagogues and vol
untary contribution. 

The Consistoire Central depended mainly on the contribu
tions of the local communities and voluntary contributions. 
That is to say that it lead a h~nd to mouth life mostly 
because since my cousin Guy resi gn ed his presidency no 
leadership showed up and no consistent policy was followed. 

Such is, the administrative background of the French community. 

It might interest you to know a bit of the general aspect 
of this community. 

In number f roR 250,000 known Jews prior to the war, 150,000 
about remaineJ or returned when t l1e war ended. Through five 
waves of immigration - namely : the dispersed persons and 
remnants of interned Jews : the Hungarians after Budapest, 
the Tunisians after the Bizerte, the Egyptians after the 
Suez campaign of '56, the Algerians after the Evian treaty 
that put an end to the Algerian rebellian and now the 
Tunisians and ' loroccans who though they are not in im
mediate danger <lon't feel secure in these Arab countries 
and are leaving. 

Through these five waves the Jewish population has risen to 
about 500,000 of which more tl1an half are Nort ~ African and 
belong to the medium to low proletariat. 

These newly comers settled in the Paris suburbs where new 
townships were being built. In the provinces they settled 
in preexisting communities and, in many cases, in places 

w;1ere no communities ever existed. Thus, the pattern of 
Jewish demography was deeply modified. 
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flow did the existing community cope with these immigrations? 

As far as Paris was concerned it was mainly the task of 

the Paris Consistoire, who being a recognized official body 

was able to borrow from the state and local authorities; 

the Paris Lonsistoire, fearin~ a split between the two 

communities that would endanger the very existence of tl1e 

community as a whole, started a rush program of organizing 

the ne~ comers in local communities, giving the~ every 

facility to find again their identity : synagogues, com

munity centers, classrooms were built, bought or rented -

religious leaders were providec - local councils were or

ganized under the Consistoire's auspices. In ten years, 

32 new communities came into existence, each with its 

typical traditional identity but all adhering to the central 

organization. Ten seats in the Consistoire were created 

specially for representatives of the 'lorth African . 

Thus, the unity of the community was saved. This pro-

gram was carried out without the help of the Fonds Social. 

As far as the provinces are concernc~, it was the res

ponsibility of the Consistoire Central to ta ke care of the 

problem. Unfortunately its means were more than limited, 

both in money and man power. Thus, tl1e F.S.J.U. and the 

Joint came in as partners and helped organize the life of 

those communities, providing community centers, synagogues; 

helping the Consistoirc to form and send out educators and 

religious assistants and organize reli ~ious life. A 

few days ago, I accompanied the Chief Rabbi Kaplan in a 

tour of t¾e South li est of France where we inaugurated 

3 synagogues centers in two Jays in p laces where Jewish 

life before the arrival of the North Africans has prac

tically disappeared. 

What is today the image of the community? 

the active community of those who manifest 

a way or another, who regularly contribute 

their time, or worship in synagogues. 

I am speaking of 
themselves in 
their money, or 

In general, a part from the North African elements who are 

still very attached to their traditional practices and 

melodics and habits epitomizetl by tlae synaroguo, the com

munity is rather <letache<l from religion. The prevailing 

atheist attitude stemming from the pre-revolution philo

sophers and has been for many synoniraous of democracy, 

has contaminated the French Jewry. 

And in opposition to the U.S. where it is a social ~ust to 

belong to a rclir,ious entity, in France such an associa

tion is consid ered somewhat of an oddity. 

The belonging to the Jewish com~unity ste11s more from the 

opposition and reaction to antisemitism, and respect from 

the millions of Jews slaugl1tercd during the war, than from 

the positive attitude of adherence to the Jcwisl1 heritage 

and spirituality. 
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Nevertheless an increasing number of younger people are 
clamouring for knowledge of the Jewish spiritual, reli
gious and philosophical values. 

For them, university student centers are being organized. 
The last one in date bein g thecenter Edmond Fleg created 
by the Consistoire de Paris in the Latin quarter and 
which has a fantastic attendance of intensely interested 
and dedicated students. 

Generally speaking the urgent problems of resettling 
physically and morally t h e new comers have overshadowed 
and monopolized the resources of the community and, thus, 
the religious needs have found little support from the 
public or t h e F.S.J.U. 

Paris Consistoire has mana ged to pull through, but for 
instance the rabbinical school is leading a hand to mouth 
life very detrimental to the essential role it should 
assume in the building up of a learned and consistent body 
of Rabbis and educators without whom all traditional and 
religious life is in danger of disappearin g . 

iJ evertheless we have maintained in Paris four day schools 
and 50 talmud e Thor a s. 

Now what happened since June when it became clear that 
war was inevitab le and that the risk of annihil a tion of 
Israel was t h e ai m of Egypt? A unanimous upsurge took 
place, both amo ngst the J ewish population as, I must 
say, amongst the non Jewish population. 

As far as the Jew i sh or ganizations were concerned, a 
Coordinating Committee was created, he aded by my cousin, 
Guy. (To this Committee all the or ganizations, Zionist , 
political, religi ous or charitable surrendered a ll ini
tiative as far as the fund raisin g . and more important, the 
propaganda and public relations were concerned.) This 
Committee hea ded by the most pro u inent Jewish citizens and by 
technicians in the newspaper, radio and television field 
did marvels, and though as you know, the Government took 
a neutral position, as did all other nations, the press 
and radio backed the Israel cause, with the exception of 
communist papers, and even these, under public pressure 
had to shift their position. 

As far as fund raising, millions were collected in a 
week or so rnultiglying more than ten fold the usual con
tributions. 
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Following this extraordinary enthusiasm and reawakening 
to Jewish identity of a great segment of otherwise de
tached Jews in France, it was decided this fall to per
petuate tl1e coordination committee and, more important, 
to merge the Fonds Social and what corresponds to United 
Palestine Appeal into one single fund raisin g campaign 
that took the name of Appel Juif Unifie. 

It is certain that the June six day war and, maybe rnore 
so, the anxiety packed week, prior to the out break of 
fighting proper has broug ,1t to the fore, whole new seg
ments of Jewish life. It is up to us to see that they do 
not sink back to their apathy. 

As far as the General's press conference is concerned, 
I think the public protest of Rabbi taplan expressed in a 
nutshell the emotion and the reaction of the French 
Jewish population. 

As usual it is impossible to understand the motive of 
suclt a move and even more impossible to guess what the 
future policy of the present Government of France towards 
Israel would be. 

One thing I am certain of, it is that however unfortunate 
the remarks of the head of the State could have been and 
the use that could be made of them by the alw~ys present 
though small antisemitic portion of the population, the 
General himself is certainly not antisemitic and no 
antisemitic action or discrimination is to be feared' 
concerning the French community. 

Whatever our feelings may be, however upset we may feel, 
we must keep a cold head and stay away from hasty action. To 

e~enmention nazism in the present context is ludicrous. 

As I said, I have not the slightest idea of what are the 
plans of the Government but there is one thing I am certain 
of, it is that a boycott by U.S. industry stemming from 
the General's stand towards Israel or his remarks about 
the Jews in general could only have an adverse effect. 

However slim the possibility of the lifting of the embargo 
could be, it is certain that a boycott could bring about 
a change of mind and as far as the Jewish communities 
are concerned it may be a catastrophe. 

If on account of Israel or of the Jews, business falls 
off in France, there is no doubt that it will be blamed 
on us and not on the Government and, as far as the com
munity is concerned, it risks to put it in a very diffi
cult and ambiguous position. I am afraid the proposed 
remedy could be far worse than the ill. 
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May I end up by giving the reasons of :ny visit her
1
e: 

As head of the rAJigious community in France, I came at 
the invitation of the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congre
gations to see if in the religious sphere an intimate col
laboration between our communities could not be brought 
about. 

As a beginning, we are considering sending over young 
men at the end of their formation stage so as to study 
here and get acquainted with the methods ~hat have so 
well succeeded in the United States. 

Let me say again how grateful I am for the marvellous and 
generous reception I was given here. The will to per
petuate in the world the love of the Thora and the develop
ment of its knowledge is everywhere evident and I come 
back confident that we can depend on your religious 
communities to help solve our local problems. Again 
nmerci n to all. 

December 1967 
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Albert Vorspan 
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Rabbi Alex Schindler 

PRESIDENTS CONFERENCE 

December 13, 1967 

Rabbi Maurice Eisendrath 

The new chairman of the Presidents Conference is Rabbi Schachter, who 
is from Mizrachi Hapoel. 

There had been a deal to make Henry Rappaport president, but he spoke 
up a few times at meetings and that soured the Conference on him. Ap
parently this fellow Schachter hasn't spoken in a few years, and this 
is a measure of the stature of the Presidents Conference leadership. 



February 2, 1970 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi urice N. Eisendreth - CONFIDENTIAL 

Do you want me to e present at you luncheon with 
Wexler? 

I am not asking for n invitation; on the contrary, 
it wold e easier from y schedule' po t of view 
if I were not to be present. On the other hand, I 
thought that I coul more readily oice the kind of 
more personal pl ints we have than could you. 

In a word: I am your to co nd. 



January 20, 1970 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Rabbi Maurice N. Ei sendrath 

I just had the following telephone call from Yehudah Hellman: 

"Please assure Dr. Ei endreth that he will have a central 
place in Washington, Herschel Schacter is determined to 
fulfill his promise. We will be in touch with him in all 
likelihood by tonight r tlomorrow." 
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December 6, 1967 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Earl Morse (CONFIDENTIAL) 

I spoke to Al Vorspan concerning the Chairmanship 
election of th Presidents Conference. He did not 
know the details but when I told him who cautioned 
us concerning this matter he said, "Little wonder 
-- the only reason Rapaport is upset is because he 
desparately wanted the Chairmabi~ip of the Confer
ence. " 

I thought you might want to have this little tidbit 
of information. I asked Al Vorspan to follow up on 
the matter and he pr ised to do so. Obviously, if 
I hear more from him I will let you know. 



Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Al Vorspan (CONFIDENTIAL) 

Please check into the matter of the Presidents 
Conference chairmanship. I think at least we 
ought to be on the "in" as far as their decisions 
are concerned. 

December 6, 1967 



Mr. Yehuda Heitman 
Presidents• Conference 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Yehuda: 

November 30, 1961+ 

Unfortunately, I find that It wlll not be po11lble for me to 
attend the Membership Committee ... ting on Dec:8111ber 2nd. I 
am, therefore, writing to bdYlse that under no clrcmstances 
will we agree to have Wollen 1s Auxlltarle1 admitted as separate 
units In the Presidents• Conference. 

Should an organization wish to have a ec,men' group represent•• 
tlve as one of lts delegates that wt I, of course, be satlsfac• 
tory but we cannot mak this an official posftlon because we 
have many affiliates who would seek representation If we had• 
delegate from our women's affiliate. 

WI th warmest regards. I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
JK/ejm 



May 1, 1964 
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STUDY 
CONGREGATION SONS OF ISRAEL 

WOODMERE, LONG ISLAND 

RABBI IRVING MILLER 
WOODMERE, LONG ISLAND 

1/ 

December 24, 1963 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York 21, N. Y. 

Dear Jay: 

It was most kind of you to write me. I can 1 t tell you how much I appreciate your thou~htfulness as wel as the very generous observations you make concerning my Chairmanshi of the Presidents' Conference . 

At the same time, I should like you to know that if I had some rneasur of success, it was due in no small part to the sup ort and understanding I received from you and a few others. 

At any rate, my tans again for your kindness. With warm regards, 

IM:d 

Sincerely, (, 2 • 
1/L-,,-~ --

Irving Miller ) 
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Tel. : PL 5-1820 

CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

515 PARK A VENUE • NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 
Cable Address: COJOGRA 

OC:toller 14, 1963 
TO; a.1,1,1 lwiaa Kille,: and labbl J•y KaufaM111. 

rn-, •• Yehuda a.11m. &uoutiv• Dlnctor. 

laW.1 Dni4 11111, 1:bla Pn•ldat o! tbe llatioaal Cowacll of 
t•~ i_..1, •• wn.t1:t1a c. • ~ auu••t ltbat tu 
follcnrilig dine (J) !!¥DiHtioU1 '11ould al• be iswltefl 
to Joill tbe l'neidellta Ccmf•nac•~ 

1 .. Aai,i4atb ter .. l •• Mild.ea 
:2 .. !fie 1.Jld.• •f Ortbadox .. bb1• of the Uait•ct SU.tea 
3. l'Nt.S. ApcLlth l•t:Al 

t wul.4 like to .-te tba follow1Dg paragraph fna 
&alibi 11111 '• 1-tt41• wb1c:h ..... for lt•lf: 

•• ·• chne ora-1-1:to••• in ay oplilu.n .• r~dllt 
"" •t'IODI ,,..111e _.t• •d play• •ital roi. :t.n 
tbe 1-tncat• patten of J.wiab lite. n. fabrlo of 
Aaftioa JfMffY wutd DOt \le -,let• w1tbout iacl~iq 
Cha .. three IIIIJn .poup,. ln ~ -,.~i.Nc:• t-, an 
co.pel'ati.M, hilpfi:l _. ca •fffl' -..c;h to ou. act ••. " 

tlblld 



UNITED . SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA 
3080 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 27, N. Y. • Riverside 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

January 14, 1963 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Dear Jay: 

Per our conversation yesterday, I am sending you 
enclosed herewith a copy of a self-explanatory 
letter which Mr. Maislen wrote to Rabbi Miller. 

My best to you for a pleasant and healthful trip 
to the West and a safe ret rn home. 

BS/ws 

f 
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I Date .... -------J .. an,MuHlaz..,ey?J-,Al~6..,., ,l..,,9iw6.J-,,----

From Rabbi Jq Kaufman 

T<o..> ___ ___!R:!!ab~b!:'.:i!!!!.....!;Mauri~~ce~N:!.!.l--E:!::!:16!19_ndPIIIM.JiaUit~h--=-~J-u.d111.1ge!o"I--Ern ..... • .... i ... J_N ...... ..-B-aar-----------

Copy for information of __ ~R!lilabl!!!lb~i..__Ba-J ... f....,o-ll1'.__.Br:l ........ c...,lmA.....,..rL--,:,-~Mr ..... .........,AJ ... be.-..1!-t_.Y. .... o-Z!~ap&~in1---------

Subjea.------------------------------
1 
'l'h Pres:Ld nt Confi rence haa become a most successful ,ehicle for coordinating the 
activ.ltie ot all major national Jewish organisations, excepting the American Jewish 
Cor.rnittee which insists on ttgoing it a1o •" There is constant - •ekq and often dai:q - communication between the United st s State Department and the office of 
th Pr sid nts Conference, i. . , with the pr aid nt (pr tq Irving Miller) and 
the executiw director (Yehuda Hellman). 

Last week I r cei 'Ved call trom • Herbert rman of the Orthodox Union that they were going to in.-s.vn the Prea:ldenta Confl rence, re going to isr.iue a s releue 
'llhich would indicate not onq their departure but t the si dents Confe nee no 
longer represents rican J rry. Tb ir 'l,;UIJ&_v.L1:;u.i1t that the Presidents Conference 
was too much dominated by' Zioni t or zatio achum Goldmann, th t Con-
ference v but "the tail of the Zioni t og," t.hat the organisations in it wre 
being inwsti ted by Senator Fullbright for this 

I asked th t t q wi t.bhold ... uch an announcement until I return from Calif'Drnia but 
they re unable to. Benn then .aH".1:-Bed to further diacussion and me ting between Berman, Rabbi Bernard Segal., e.:mcutive director of t United Synagogue, and IV&elr. 
We t on Sund and R bi gal e:xpr ss d "d8V s1m:J l ar though not identical with those of Mr. Berman. 

After a lengtq and fru:l.ttul discussion it was e d that it a first step could be 
taken in o rhaul .j.ng the Presidents Conference, they would withhold action. The 
first step was to be a reconstitution of the Presidents Conference so th :t the 
"paper Zionist organizations" which have no constituency evident but which build up 
tb Zionist position wouldbe elim1nated. Thia seemed to be the major consid ration, 
though the other otijections 'Which would bed al.t with later. 

Con.er tions with Irving Miller and Yehuda U,.J Jman, and through them with L l 
Kata, brought agreement a meeting of the Presidents Conference be called, that 
the presid nt rec011111end ,q>point.ment of a cODlllittee to stud,Y Structure, Constituency 
and Scope. Rabbi Segal Wt..:" pleased with this dewloPl8Jlt• Mr. Berman is out-o.t
the-city at the Inter-religious Race and liglon Conference in Chicago. 



Label Kats 1iho doea asi- to Roh a reatructure and NOrmnit\lting ot trhl PNad.dlUlta 
Conference was,. hcNlr'ftlr,. outr-.4 at the Orthodox VniOD •• ~ that the President. 
Conference be broke». vplf tbq do not get the1P W}" and be Nconstituted t.hro• tbe 
ICRlC and t.he ~ C-ounnU ill t.bt - .~Oil • the p:-eamt Joillt AdY:1"°17 Co-f+,t.ae. Bl 1:ndlcat.ed t.hat nab etiml wt datinit.elJ JCMltpom the N-att.lliatiml 
ot ADL vit.b the ?«m&.C. 

A&ldn md acatn 'tOioea .. bemg ra1.let1 reqmatt.Dg that Rabbi EteendratJl acaept tbl 
PNaldenq of the Pread.dlmtll ~. I CtXPtct theft wlll be a ~ de urcba 
to acbiew tbill end. 
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CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 
515 P AllK. A VENUE 

NEw Yon 22, NEw Yon 
Tel.: PL 5-9316-7-8 

Date: 
March 11th, 1965 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Members Associated in the Conference of Presidents 

From: 
Yehuda Hellman 

The following is a short summary of the proceedings of 
the meeting of the Presidents Conference which took place on 
February 12, 1965. 

Mr. Lewis Weinstein, the Chairman of the Presidents Con
ference, called the meeting to order at 11:30 a.m. 

The first item on the agenda was a report by the Chair
man of the Committee on new members, Dr. Joachim Prinz. Dr. 
Prinz informed the Conference that the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis and the Rabbinical Assembly have joined the 
Presidents Conference. He also reported for his Committee that 
no final recommendation would be made at this time as far as 
membership of 't.vomen 's organizations in the Presidents Conf e
rence is concerned, instead the Committee proposed that i11omen 's 
auxiliary organizations participate in the delegation of their 
parent organizations in the Presidents Conference. 

The second item on the agenda included a report on the si
tuation of Sou th An~erican Jewry. Mr. Marc Turkow, the represen
tative of the World Jewish Congress in South America and one of 
the leaders of the DAIA (the representative Board of Argentine 
Jewry) from Buenos Aires reported to the Conference on latest 
developments in South America and particularly about recent 
anti-Semitic outbreaks in the Argentine.* 

Next on the agenda was a report by Mr. George Maislen, 
the Chairman of the Committee on the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. 
Mr. Maislen recommended in the name of his Committee that the 
participating organizations in the Presidents Conference review 
their own relationship with the Jewish Telegraphic Agency in 
order that this important instrumentality be strengthened as 
much as possible by means of subscriptions and grants wherever 
feasible. Mr. Maislen called the JTA "an essential tool for 
Jewish leadership in our time". The Conference took note of 
Mr. Maislen's report. 

*Enclosed please find(by courtesy of the World Conference of 
Jewish Organizations) a statement in connection with these events. 
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The fourth item on the agenda included a short review 

and report by the Chairman, Mr. Lewis Weinstein, on his recent 

trip through various parts of Africa including a visit with 

the Jewish community of South Africa. Mr. Weinstein returned 

deeply impressed with the work done by the State of Israel in 

various Af rican countries. Mr. Weinstein reported that the com

mon people in those countries seemed to appreciate Israel's 

contribution towards their own welfare. 

The Conference then turned to the German question. Mr. 

Weinstein introduced Dr. Goldmann who gave a detailed report 

in connection with recent developments in the German question. 

Dr. Goldmann spoke among others about problems of Reparation 

and Restitution, presence of German scientists in Egypt and 

the issue of the extension of the Statute of Limitations. Dr. 

Goldmann expressed appreciation for the work done by the Pre

sidents Conference in connection with the German problem. 

Following Dr. Goldmann's report Dr. Weisman of the Jewish 

War Veterans reported on behalf of the Presidents Conference 

Technical Sub-Committee on Germany. The following proposals 

were made: 

1) An extensive letter writing campaign be started add

ressed to the German Embassy in Washington. 

2) That our case be explained to the leaders of the non

Jewish community - Catholic, Protestant and Negro• - in order 

to secure their support in connection with the extension of. 

the Statute of Limitations and other matters on our agenda. 

3) The Committee recommended that local meetings take 

place so that the community be fully informed about the issues 

involved. 

4) It was suggested that the Presidents Conference call 

a press conference to inform public opinion about our position. 

Dr. Weisman also suggested that the idea cf an international 

Jewish delegation to Bonn be further considered by the Presi

dents Conference. 

5) The Sub-Committee proposed that organizations con

sider the possibility of publishing full page ads in connection 

with this problem. 

Mr. Tabachinsky of the Jewish Labor Committee informed 

the Conference that his organization would do everything poss

ible to involve the American Labor Movement in this program 

of action which would also then include direct contacts with 

the Labor Movement and progressive forces in Germany. 
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Mr. Lewis Weinstein called on Mr. Label Katz to make a re
port in the n~me of the Nominations Committee of the Presidents 
Conference. 

Mr. Katz informed the Conference that he would like to put 

the name of Dr. Joachim Prinz in nomination as Chairman of the 
Conference for the next year. He stated that this represented 
the unanimous choice of his colleagues on the Ncminations Com
mittee. 

Following the report, Dr. Prinz was elected by acclamation 

as the Chairman of the Conference of Presidents of Major Ame
rican Jewish Organizations £or the coming year. 

Dr. Prinz thanked the Conference and pledged his best 
efforts on behalf of the Conference. He hailed the work of his 

predecessors and thanked particularly Mr. Lewis Weinstein, the 
outgoing Chairman. He stressed Mr. Weinstein's accomp:ishments 
on behalf of the Conference during the preceding year. 



TEL.: PL 5-1820 CABLE. ADDRESS: COJOGRA 

WORLD CONFERENCE OF JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 
515 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 

TO: Organizations Affiliated with the World Conference of Jewish Organizations 

FROM: Yehuda Hellman 

Please be informed that the North American organizations participating in C,O.J,O. 
held a special meeting Sunday, February 7th in order to consider recent anti
Semitic developments in the Argentine and other Latin American countries. 

The meeting was benefited by the presence of Mr, Mark Turkov, the Director of the 
World Jewish Congress for Latin American countries, who rendered a detailed report. 
Mr. Turkov documented conclusively the link between the activities of anti-Jewish 
terrorist groups and Arab League representatives in the Argentine. The Egyptian 
general El Masri is now fully in charge of the activities conducted by Chusein 
Tricki, who was his predecessor in the same office. 

Also, reports were given by Dr. Nathan Lerner of the World Jewish Congress and 
Mr. Philip Katz of Il'nai B'rith on their meeting with the Argentine embassador in 
Washington, which took place Thursday, February 5th. Dr. Lerner and Mr. Katz had 
expressed to the Ambassador appreciation of Jewish communities all over the world 
for the recent police action which lead to the discovery of a Nazi anti-Semitic 
plot in the Argentine, 

The delegation representing C,0,J,O, had also expressed anxiety over the continued 
activities of terrorist anti-Jewish groups in that country. The Ambassador Dr. 
Norberto Barrenechea issued to the delegation a determination by the government 
of President Illia to put an end to any terrorist activities threatening the peace
ful coexistence of the Jewish community, which he described as an integral part of 
the Argentinian democratic society. The delegation had submitted to the Ambassador 
documents revealing the nature of anti-Semitic and Nazi literature and action in 
Argentina, as well as their international implications. The Ambassador had prom
ised the delegation that he would transmit to his government the views expressed. 

Turkov also told the assembled representatives in the C.O.J.O. meeting that simi
lar documentation was submitted by Argentinian Jewish leaders to the government 
in Iluenos Aires, During his stay in the United States, Turkov has maintained a 
day to day telephone contact with the leaders of the D.A.I.A. 

At the conclusion of the meeting the groups represented (American Jewish Congress, 
n'nai B'rith, Canadian Jewish Congress, Jewish Labor Committee and World Jewish 
Congress) approved the following statement which was made public and issued to 

the press: 

"The World Conference of Jewish Organizations (COJO) notes with grave disquiet 
the increasing activities of international Nazi organizations which, in coopera
tion with local terrorist groups, have established operational centers in several 
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February 9, 1965 (cont.) 

Latin American countries. The evident purpose of these clandestine activities 
is to subvert democratic institutions and ordered governments; and in obedience 
to the evil tradition established by their predecessors, in Nazi Germany, to 
foment and exploit anti-Semitism as a political instrument to further these ends. 

"The recent discovery of a secret Nazi conspiracy by Argentine security forces, 
with evidences of preparation for a campaign of terror and violence against the 
Jewish community and the assassination of prominent Jewish citizens, has inevit
ably given rise to anxiety not only in Jewish communities but among friends of 
democracy everywhere. This discovery underscores the repeated warnings from 
responsible Jewish sources in Argentina of the mounting danger presented by the 
activities of these anti-Semitic groups. 

"We note with appreciation that the Argentine government has not only adopted 
legislative measures in the recent past to deal with these subversive activities, 
but has given urgent instructions to the federal police to apprehend the con
spirators and bring them to justice. 

"And we draw reassurance from the firm and repeated declarations of responsible 
members of the Government that they are resolved both to eradicate subversion 
and terrorism and to protect the security and human rights of all their citizens. 

"We are confident that in harmony with the highest ideals of the Argentine nation
al tradition, which has been hospitable to men of all faiths and given them an 
equal place in the service of the common welfare and national interest, thet the 
Government will press forward with the measures necessary to bring to an end 
the subversive conspiracies which seek to undermine the rule of law and threaten 
the equal rights of Argentine citizens." 
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• CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR NOV 3 0 1964 

515 PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK 22, NEW YORK 

Plaza 5-9316-7-8 

AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS Cable Address: COJOGRA 

Chairman, 
AMEIUCAN ISRAEL PUBLIC AFFAIJIS 

COMMITTEE 

Prssidsnl, 
A><DICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 

Chairman 
AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 

Chairman, 
AYERICAN TRADE UNION COUNCIL 

FOR liISTADRUT 

President, 
B'NAI B'RITH 

Prssidsnl, 
CouNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS 

AND WELFARE FUNDS (observer) 

President, 
HADASSAH 

Prssidsnl, 
JEWISH AGEN CY FOR ISRAEL--

AMERICAN SECTION 

Prssidsnl 
JEwisu LABOR Coin.nTTEE 

Commander, 
JEWISH WAR VETERANS 

OF THE U.S.A. 

President 
LABOR ZIONIST MovE><ENT 

Prssidsnl, 
MIZRACHI-HAPOEL HAMIZRACHI 

Chairman, 
NATIONAL COMMUNITY RELATIONS 

ADVISORY CoUNCIL 

President, 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 

JEWISH WOMEN 

Pr,sidsnl, 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 

YouNG ISRAEL 

President, 
UNION OF ORTHODOX JEWISH 

CONGREGATIONS OF AMERICA 

President, 
UNION OP AMERICAN HEBREW 

CONGREGATIONS 

President, 
UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMEllICA 

Prssidsnl, 
ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMEltICA 

November 25,1964 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York 21, N.Y. 

Dear Rabbi Kaufman: 

I would like to inform you that the meeting of the Member
ship Committee of the Presidents' Conference originally 
scheduled for Monday, November 30th has been postponed. 

This meeting will, however, take place on Wednesday, 
December 2nd at 10:00 A.M. in the meeting room on the 9th 
floor at 515 Park Avenue. 

We hope that this change doesn't inconvenience you too 
much and that you will be able to attend on Wednesday. 

With kindest personal regards. 

JP/ss 

CC: Rabbi B. Brickner 
Y. Hellman 

Yours, 

~ • ~e /µAµ. P;::Y 
Dr. Joachim Prinz 



Tel.: PL 5-1820 

CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

515 PARK A VENUE • NEW YORK 22, N. Y . 
Cable Address: COJOGRA 

FOR RELEASE ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1963 

LEWIS H. WEINSTEIN, BOSTON ATTORNEY AND CIVIC LEADER ELECTED 

CHAIRMAN OF CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH 

ORGANIZATIONS. 

New York, Dec . 2, 1963 -- Lewis H. Weinstein, Boston Attorney 
and civic leader, today was elected chairman of the Conference 
of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations. He was 
the unanimous choice of the eighteen presidents of Jewish 
Organizations that comprise the Conference. His name was placed 
in nomination by George Maislen, president of the United 
Synagogue of America, on the unanimous recommendation of the 
nominating committee. 

The eighteen organizations whose principal elected officers 
comprise the Conference are American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee, American Jewish Congress, American Zionist Council, 
American Trade Union Council for Histadrut, B'nai B'rith, 
Hadassah, Jewish Agency for Israel, Jewish Labor Committee, 
Jewish War Veterans of the U.S.A., Labor Zionist Movement, 
Misrachi Hapoel Misrachi, National Community Relations Advisory 
Council, National Council of Jewish Women, National Council of 
Young Israel, Union of Orthadox Jewish Congregations of 
America, Union of American Hebrew Congregations, United 
Synagogue of America, and Zionist Organization of America. 
The President of the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare 
Funds participated as an observer. 

Mr. Weinstein, who is chairman of the National Community 
Relations Advisory Council, succeeds Rabbi Irving Miller, 
president of the American Zionist Council, as Conference 
chairman. He will be the first chairman to serve in that 
capacity since the Conference expanded the scope of its concern 
last September, from American-Israel matters exclusively, to 
issues affecting Jews in other lands throughout the world. The 
Conference has been deeply preoccupied since then with the problem 
of the situation of Jewish life within the Soviet Union to which 
all the participating Jewish organizations gave a very high 
priority. 

-1-
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Other predeccessors of Mr. Weinstein in the office have been, 
in order of incumbency, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, chairman of the 
Jewish Agency for Israel; Mr. Philip M. Klutznick and 
Mr. Label A. Katz, respectuvely former and present president 
of B1nai B'rith. 

In addition to occupying many positions of distinction in 
American Jewish Organizations and in the Jewish Community 
of Boston, } 'lr. Weinstein has been prominent in Boston's 
civic life and is a Presidential appointee to an important 
:federal agency. 

An authority on housing, he was named last Spring by the late 
Pre s:i_dent John F. Kennedy to the President's Committee on 
Equal Opportunity in Housing and as a member of its three-
member executive committee. A former assi stant corporation 
counsel of the City of Boston, he has servad as general counsel 
of the Boston Housing Authority and of a number of other 
municipal housing and redevelopment authorities in Massachusetts. 
He drafted the first Massachusetts laws outlawing segregation 
in housing and the state's first urban renewal legislation. 

A tireless worker in communal causes, Mr. Weinstein has attained 
many distinctions both in Jewish life and in the general commun
ity. In addition being chairman of the NCRAC, he is a member of 
the executive of the Jewish Agency for Israel, Inc., he is 
secretary of the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds, 
vice president of the American Association of Jewish Education, 
a member of the executive committee of the United Jewish Appeal, 
and a member of the Board of Overseers of the Florence Heller 
Graduate School of Social Welfare of Brandeis University. 

In Greater Boston Jewish activities, Mr. Weinstein is a former 
vice president of the Associated Jewish Philanthropies and 
former President of the Hebrew Teachers College and the Jewish 
Community Council. He is a Trustee of Beth Israel Hospital, a 
member of the Board of Directors of Temple Mishkan Tefila, and 
the Hebrew Home for the Aged, and other Jewish Organizations. 

Mr. Weinstein is a partner in the Boston law firm of Foley, Hoag, 
and Eliot. He is on the faculty of the Harvard Law School of which 
he is a graduate, and of the Massachusetts Instutite of Technology, 
where he lectures on land law in the Graduate Department of 
Regional and City Planning. An honor graduate of Harvard College, 
he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa and was the recipient of numerous 
scholarships and prizes. 

- MORE -
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A member of the Boston Mayor 1s Committee on Civic Improvement 
and Delinquency Prevention, Mr. Weinstein was co-chairman -
with Father Robert Drinan, Dean of Boston Law School, and 
Harold Russell - of the Massachusetts Committee on the Tenth 
Anniversary of the Declaration of Human Rights, and, in 1957, 
he received the National Brotherhood Award of the National 
Conference of Christians and Jews, in which he has been active 
as a member of the Executive Commi~ee and Board of Directors 
of the Northeast Region. 

He is a member of the Board of Directors of the Massachusetts 
Federation of Taxpayers Associations, of the Governing Council 
of the Boston Bar Association, and educational, cultural and 
civic groups in Boston. 

During World War II, Mr. Weinstein served in the Army, ending 
two and a half years of service in North Africa, England, 
Normandy, France, Belgium, Holland, Germany, and Italy, as 
Chief of the Liaison Section of the European Theater of 
Operations, on the staff of General Dwight D. Eisenhower. He 
entered Paris on the Day of Liberation as I:iaison Officer to 
General Charles De Gaulle, and supervised American Liaison 
activities with all the Allied Forces and with other American 
headquarters. He is a graduate of the Army General Staff and 
Command College in Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, and of the school 
of Military Government in Charlettesville, Virginia. 

Mr. Weinstein received various military medals and awards, 
ir:cluding the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star Medal with 
Oak Leaf Cluster, the French Legion of Honor, the French 
Croix de Guerre, and citations from British Marshall Montgomery, 
and Generals Eisenhower and De Gaulle. In a private audience 
with Pope Pius XII, he was presented with a Vatican Military 
Medal. 

Until recently, Mr. Weinstein served as a Colonel in the 
Judge Advocate General 1 s Department of the Army Reserve and 
as Legal Officer of the 357th Civil Affairs Area Headquarters. 
He is a former chairman of the Armed Forces Advisory Committee 
of Greater Boston, a member of the Advisory Council of Naval 
Affairs, and of the Board of Directors of the Massachusetts 
chapter of the Association of the United States Ar~y. 

Mr. Weinstein is married to the former Selma Yeslawsky, a 
Radcliffe graduate. They have two children, David, 28; and 
Louise 18. He resides at 56 Varick Road, Waban. His bobbies 
include music, the theater, and writing. His publications 
include a play, poems, and numerous legal articles. 
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Rabbi lrvl119 M11 ler 
69 Neptune Avenue 
Woocllllere, L.I., N.Y. 

Dear lrvl119: 

Decaber 17, 196 3 

Ivery two years I di,.,,.., between Rosh Haahonah and our Biennial. 
It 11 such a ....,th enterprise, attracting thr• to four thousand 
delegates, enc:aapa11l119 w fin red ,ertlcl,_ .. In the pro
gr•• all of whall IYve te N brlefe4 and trained. Al• couequenc:e, 
I have been unable to be with you In the Prealt1at1• Conference en
deavors th•• last 11011th1. Whlle I ■l11ecl lloth the plNSUre and 
value I gained fro■ the - lftl•• ev• mre I regrette4., lnabll lty 
to wish you a hearty y~ ~ -,res,., OIM rlOfllll sense 
of deep grat ltude to yoi,o;.r , ......... wy h1 "'91ch you led us as 
our cha I l'lllln. 

At I ti when I understand you wer pl ued with lntel'lllttent 111-
ness, which I pray has abated, y c tlnued to pour your energl• 
and devotion without stint Into the affal of the Conference. So 
much 1kl1I and ti• Is required not only for the essential tasks but 
for the lnc•sant placation of organization ego. You spared your
••lf not at all. 

Of greatest l11p0rtance to the American Jewish connunlty, you gave us 
such eloquent and dignified l•dershlp, wonderous eoaprehenshlon of 
the probl•s and such sound Judgement. Because of your leadersllp 
and the confidence you Inspired, the Presidents' Conference Is IICIW • 
sound and sturdy vehicle, capable of and perfol'lllng uny ucNdlngly 
valuable services for kla1 ylsroel. Ve are deeply And forever In 
your debt. 

With wa,...t regards, I • 

Slncerely yours, 

Rabbi Jay Kaufun 

JK/eJ• 



CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

515 PARK A VENUE • NEW YORK 22, N. Y. 
Tel.: PL 5-1820 

December 11, 1963 

Rabbi Jay Kaufman 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York 21, New York 

Dear Rabbi Kaufman: 

I would like to share with you the contents of a letter 

which I received from Rabbi Irving Miller dated 

December 4th, 1963. 

YH:md 
Enc:letter 

s 

1 ' 
Y huda Hellman, 
E ecutive Director 

Cable Address: COJOGRA 



November 16, 1973 

Edith J. Miller 

Joshua M. Dwork 

Rabbi Schindler asks that you ask no questions and find 
$2,000, to be sent to the Presidents' Conference immediately. 
This payment is towards our dues. /Please send it directly 
to the Presidents' Conference, 515 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 
10022. 

Thanks muhcly. 



llabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Joahua M. Dwork 

can you arr•na• to 1500. 
need tm fuJMla an4 our remit 

• September 24, 1973 

,_,ideate• Coaference. 'l'bey 
ill be mo1t hel 1. 



r 

DR WILLIAM A WEXLER 

President 

B 'N AI B 'RI TH 1640 RHODE ISLAND AVENUE,NORTHWEST, WASHINGTON,DC 20036 

December 31, 1969 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Vice President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex ander: 

I deeply appreciate your very thoughtful 
letter of December_ 9, both~}lour warm ex
pression of £Ondolence and your g nerous 
c~ son my election as chairman ~ f 

//'Che Presidents' c: .. ~::::~e~. ..... ~-
(.______ ~~--····• 

This new post represents a tremendous 
challenge and I hope that it will afford 
me the opportunity to make a genuine 
contribution to Israel's search for a 
just peace. 

I look forward to working with you in 
the year ahead. 

Sincerely, 

' 

~ JJL -
Dr. William A. Wexler 

WAW/s 

f 
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Mr. Albert J. Abrams 
National Association of 

Jewish Legislatora 
311 Hackett Boulevard 
Albany, New York 12208 

Dear Mr. Abrams: 

• 

November 2, 1977 

I was delighted to receive your letter of October 12 describing 
the work of the National A■■ooiation of Jewi ■h Leqislators. I 
am very pleased to learn of your formation and development. 

It would be a delight to meet with you1D learn more about your 
group and to discuss av nuea of coordination with the Presidents' 
Conference. My own situation for the next few weeks is most d.ufi
cult for the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, of which I am 
president, will be meeting in Biennial Convention in San Franciaco 
from November 18-22, 1977 and I am deeply involved in last minute 
preparations for this major assembly. Hopefully, we will be able 
to meet on my return in Dece~ber. 

Should you wish to meet earlier, you might contact the Executive 
Director of the Presidents' Conference, Yehuda Hellman, and ar
ran9e to meet with him at an earlier time in order to discuss 
organizational cooperation. 

With every good wish, I am 

cc, Yehuda Hellman 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 



NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LEGISLATORS 
311 HACKETT BOULEVARD 

ALBANY, NEW YORK 12208 

October 12, 1977 

(518) 489-7983 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Conference of Presidents of Major Jewish Organizations 
15 Park 'Ave. 
New York, New York 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

During 1977 we organized across America the Jewish legislators 
who served from coast to coast in their respective states. 
There are in all a little over 200 Jewish legislators in the 
U.S. and already over 105 have become members of our new 
organization. Our members include Jews who are Speakers or 
Senate Presidents of Missouri, Connecticut, New York, New 
Jersey and Maryland as well as rank and file members of 34 
states including two from Hawaii, one from Alaska and one from 
the Virgin Islands. This network was set up to accelerate 
legislation of importance to the Jewish community in our 
country, and to unite Jewish solons behind Israel. 

Our first National convention was held in Detroit on August 4 
and had Ambassador Simcha Dinitz as our key speaker and two 
Canadian Jewish legislators as guests. We are having a regional 
meeting in St. Thomas this December and are planning to have an 
orientation session with Secretary of State Vance and Assistant 
Secretary Atherton in the near future. 

I would like to arrange to meet with you to see how our group 
may coordinate its effort in support of the great work which 
you are doing. If you will let me know a time convenient to 
you, I shall be glad to come to New York City to confer with you. 

AJA:l 

Sincerely yours, 

1y~~ 




