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November 1, 1976 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Schindler: 

As the result of the elections held on July 4 
of this year, Mr. Jose Lopez Portillo will be inaugu­
rated as President of the United States of Mexico on 
December 1, 1976 in Mexico City. 

President-elect Lopez Portillo, aware of your 
friendship and interest in our country, has asked me 
to extend to you his cordial invitation to this cere­
mony and to the other public functions celebrating his 
inauguration, confident that this occasion will serve 
to strengthen these ties even further. 

Please let me know if you will attend, so that 
we can send you the corresponding program. Also, please 
advise if you will be accompanied by a member of your 
family, in order that we may make the necessary arrange­
ments. 

We look forward to hearing from you and to the 
opportunity of being with you on that occasion. 

---~·$):'c) 

• 
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Mft RABINO SCHINDLER 
515 PARK AVE NEWYOftK CITY NY 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE TRANSMISSION OF THE EXEC UT IVE 
POWEft AND KNOWING YOUJI INTEREST IN MEXICO MR JOSE 
LOFEZ PORTILLO PRESIDENT ELLECI OF MEXICO HAS INSTRUCTED 
ME TO INVITE YOU ro THIS SIGNIFICATIVE EVENT THE 1ST OF 
DECEMliEft EXPECT ING YOU WILL BE ABLE TO ATTEND THE MEI lONED 
CEJtEMONY I WILL AWAIT YOUR REPLY BEF'ORE THE 15TH OF 
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Mr. S. Lack 
6867 Wynnwood Drive 
Housto~ Texas 77008 

Dear Mr. Lack: 

September 23, 6976 

Al Vorspan has told me of his conversation with you and your concern 
regarding the relationship between the American Jewiah conmunity and 
the government of .exico. I was pleased to learn of your interest 
and your desire to share some of your thought• aa to a process which 
might lead to amelioration of the problem. 

I believe when Al spoke with you he indicated that we are quite hope­
ful that there will be a change in the relationsh~ once the electiona 
take place in Hexico and a new president is inaugurated. During recent 
days I have had some meetings with a few people who are very close to 
the president-elect, people who may well be quite important in the 
new administration, and I am indeed hopefeul ,that the very near future 
will bring a positive change. , 

/ 

Needless to note, should this not be t he case, I would welcome an op­
portunity to hear some of your suggestions as to ways and means of 
asserting pressure which might be of assistance. We could chat by 
telephone or, if you visit New York with any frequency, I would moat! 
ce~ta1nly be delighted to meet you and have .a chance to speak with you 
d)'ring such a visit to our city. 
',. 

/· ?1&Y I · take this opportunity to extend to you and your dear ones every 
good wish for a happy, healthy and fulfilling llew Year. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

P.S. After dictating thia letter I had occaaion to meet with the 
Mexican Ambassador and the president-elect o:& ?-;exico. with whom I was 
very much impressed. While the,:e are no guarantees, I do feel that 
patience on out part is indicated. 



, 
MEMORANDUM 

To Rabbi A. M. Sch ind ]er From ___ A_. ___ v_o_r_s_pa_n ________ _ Date 912at16 

((: __________________ _ 
Sandy Lack, a member of the board of Temple Emanuel of Houston, is deeply involved 
in the subject of our relationship with Mexico. He wants some ideas from us on 
how to use "backdoor Influence", such as working with the Roman Catholic church, 
to put pressure on the Mexican government. I told him not to do anything unti I I 
talked with you. 

He is very wealthy and very pro-Union, and I think we should give him some atten­
tion. His address is 6867 Wynnwood Drive, Houston 77008. 

Anyway, I told him to cool everything because of its deltcacy, unti I Echeverria 
goes out at least. Nonetheless, I think a thoughtful letter from you would be 
much appreicated. 
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Mr.Eward T. Wilkes 
Aparta o Postal 90 
Aj.:.jic, Jal. Mexico 

Dea :.r. 

August 5, 1976 

hi f th re id nts' Conference, 
•1th me /Our letter of July 20. 

I ,1 n. to . r ciation to you or writing as you 
did and for • r. . ur thought.... W arc ecply grateful 
nnd I want you o tnow t at many o tt f el just a.s you do 
in rear' to the it tion. It was thus good to have your 
co nts n e score our in tinctive r action. 

With evet .,o ·w indcst greetings, I 

cercly, 

bbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Ch . nan 



The Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of 
Major Jewish Organizations 

Esteemed Sir: 

Apartado Postal 90 
jijic, Jal. Mexico 

July 20, 1976 

The enclosed cancelled check is only a meAns I chose 
to get you to listen to me. Those who help you when 
you need it have already proved that they are friends. 
I am concerned that three times this country has placed 
itself by its vote in the U.N., as well as a recent state­
ment condemning the Israeli rescue in Uganda, on the side 
of the enemies of Israel. 

WhRt I WAnt to emphasize is thAt neither in the gevern­
ment here, or among the people is tbere anything that 
can be properly described RS anti-Semitism. What there 
is, no doubt is somet'hing as bad or 1.vorse. I fear that 
certain persons, in order to further treir personal am­
bitions, and achieve power in the Third ¼orld, with the 
help of Arabs and Cornumnists, will continue to issue 
tbese unfriendly stAtements, and are willing to risk 
Jewish boycotts to achieve their ends. 
It comes down to this - against the anti-Semite one can 
be constantly on the alert, but against people who 
hypocritically profess friendship, and then knife you 
wben you least expect it, what can you do? 

This is the situation as I see it. 

Sincerely, 

Edward ·r. V, ilkes 

f 



Graubard delighted you want meeting as he 
has 1 p.m. date with Alemain ..... set our 
meeting earlier at his request ... . 

11 a.m. pres, con£, office - Karen to contact: 
..,,-Graubard 

Matzkin 
Miller 
xv~ 
Torczyner 

y--Rosenthal 
,,,,Hellman 

Chernin 
Baum or Maslow or someone from Congress 
plus AMS 

told her if anyone else special from the 
committee should be included she should 
do so ........ . • 
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REPORT TO THE CONFER WCE OF PRESD:l~!TS OF MA.i/OR 

AMERICAN JENISH ORC,-,A.'!I( ·;ATIONd 

by 

• The De.legation to Mexico· 

January 1.4, 1976 

On November 10, 1975, the United Nations General. Assembly adopted a resolution 
declaring that Zionisnt is ·eq1.u.valent to racism. Mexico was one of f ,_ -:,se voting 

• for the resolution.. Subsequent.J.¥, thousands o:f' Americans of e :· .l. d ;minations 
. ce.ncelled scheduled vacation trips to Mexico. At the request ..,f tll.~ir memberships, 
Jewish organizations that schedu1e ·tours to Mexico suspended their tours. ~ 
major American firms a.lso cancelled conventions scheduled for Mexico. · 

. . 
A former President of Mexico, Miguel Aleman, who is now the Director of 

the Mexican National. Tourist Council, requested a. meeting with leaa.-li!:rs of Jewish 
orgs.nizations. On November 25, such a meeting was held in New York.. Mr. Aleman 
assured them of Mexico's friendship for Israel and Jews and suggested reinstating 
tours to Mexico. Mr. Aleman invited the group to come to Mexico that weekend to 
discuss the probl.em with President Echeverria.. 

Refusa.l to accept an invitation e.."'rte~dcd ty the Pr~sident of a country with 
close ties .to the United States and Israel might be interpreted as a gesture of 
ill-will. On the other hand, there::: was reJ.uctance to accept without assurances 
that the government of Mexico would no longer siw.port anti-Zionist mea.sures 
Bl .d. a positive statement from the President 0£ Me.xico. 

. . 
By December lO, we had assurance that this would be forthcardng, and it 

was decided · to accept the invitation. Isra.el.'s Foreign J.H.nister, Yi.gel. Allon 
had expressed to the press satisfa.ction with Mexico's "retraction" on ·che . issue 
of raci sm a.s e.:x;pressed by Mexico's Foreign Minister, Emilio Ruba.sa., then on a 
visit to Israel.. 

On December ll, ·11 del.egati9n o:f representatives of major Jewish organiza­
tions with the approval of Rabbi Israel. Miller, Chairman ot the Presidents' 
Conference 1.ef't for Me.xi co. 

• In Mexico, we were further encouraged by the tone and content of the joint 
ccimmmique issued the previous day, a.t the end of Mr. Rabaf:m's visit to Israe1. 
It stressed mutual. interest in closer cooperation and enumerated a number of 
positive developments: the opening of air routes betwee.n Mex1.co and Israel was ' 
to be negotiated; the Israe1i theatre group was to visit· Mexico; Mexico pledged 
to support efforts to secure peace :f.n the Middle Ea.st in·accord with UeN• 
ResoJ.utions 242 a.nd 338 and Foreign Minister Y1gal Allon was offi~ia.l.ly invited 
to visit Mexico. 

. On the following d.8¥, we ha.d a.n ·extended conference with President Echeverria. . 
The rem.arks ma.de by President Echeverria :Jn the cCf-.u-ee of tho.t conference were 
recorded; quotations set forth below we.re ta.ken :ttam the offlcia.l transcript of 

• the conference: 



' " • • Now, we a.re not &nti-Zionist. • We understand the historical. and 
b~able meaning of Zionism. Mexico ha.a al.so suffered much and the 
huian conscience rebels asain.ct ·t:he persecution ot the Jews; the 
ancient persecu,tion and p.a.rticula.r.11 that of Hit.l.~r, and we know 
what 1s the historical Md moral signif":lcance o:f Zionimn.a.nd we 
profoundly respect.it." 

"But it you ask me: 'What do you think of Zionism?' I tell you that 
it is prof'oundlyhonore.ble; that it bas_ been a. pilla.r of salvation and 

• . a ~~ to survival tor the Jewish people ••• " 

''N9w, I tell you.;,._ and this is being recorded and you can puhli&tl 
it -- that Zionism 1a profoundly honorable, the Jewish people, their 
historical struggle. For ina.ny years, Jews distinguished in sciences, 
a.rt', research, teclmology and business have been among our best :friends. 

• We have sent ... and :f.f they allow WI we shall. continue to send .... lD!mY' 
s~ts to Is~&~. ~ere has never 'been -any problems." 

... lJl turtb~ discussion with members ot the delegation, th~ President a.tt:L:nned 
• that J'oreign Minieter ·Rabasa, in the course of his visits to JerusaJ.ea last month, 
. acted under his instructions When he stated that Zionism is-not raciam,and entered 

the various agreements mentioned 1n the joint camnmique. He also a.ttimed that 
Mexico, in the future, will" not BUiP.POrt &n1' other a.nti .. Zionism reaolu,ions. 

After the meet:J.ng with President Echever:da., a public statement was prepared 
in ~liah, translated into Spa.niah and a.."101:m to the President, who agreed that 
it _WU a fair representation of his position. This statement, which wa,,· read at 
an official press conterence, said, in pa?"t, "The President told that delegation 
tbat he 1n no~ identifies Zionism with racism and that the votes ot his govern­
ment at the United Nations were not intended to convey that impression. He em­
liiasized the right o'f the Jewish people to a natio~ ban.eland in Iara.el." H' 
also told us that he bed t&keJ.l steps "to inSU't"e that future votes by Mexico can­
not be m:J.ainterpreted or misunderstood e.s equs.ting Zionism with racism." 

Since then, there have been several international. meetings at which Mexico 
did not support resol.utions which included references ·to the November lO resolution 
atta.cld.ng Zionism. Mexico absented hersel.f fr.an the vote at the December 17 
UNF.SCO mtet:l.Dg in Paris on a resolution calling tor insertion into an offlciaJ. 
tmmOO docmnent of references to the Noif6Uber 10 resolution. Mexico, as well. as 
the United Ste.tea and other western powers, was absent fran the vote at the Inter­
nationaJ. Civil Aviation Organ1zation meeting in Mmtre&J. last mo.nth 'Whf'Jl a. s:lmUar 
•situation arose. 

Contrary to the belief expressed by sane that the resignation ot Foreign 
Minister Ra.bass. meant a change 1n policy regarding Zionism and Israel, the new 
Foreign Minister, Al.fonao ·aa.rcia Robles, stated that the_ change of ministers • 
"does not imply _any modification 1n the foreign policy of Mexico". President 
Echeverria, on January 2, si:mUa.rly stated 11'!be interna.tional policy will be 
tlte same, he who conducts it is the President of the Republic, who is the one 
responsible for foreign pol.icy". : · . 
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. • Spea.l.ting to reporters on JM.Uf{..,7 8, Ga.roie. Robles blamed the international. 
news Dedie.. ,;to~ . 41..etQ:r.t;~ . ,Mexl,g0c' J: P,Ofit~ ~ -Zioni.•• .. Ref'e~4ng :tC?. -.~ • 
December 15 .:vote, :be 'repe-.-ted :tll:e s:t,,it•~'f;.,,~~:,by. ~e -~iP~ -del,e9.~f ,.,-: 
"our vote shOlilq .·_by •UO,UIWI '~ ~ en»:et~ ~ ~.,~~-:Pt.-~ .~Wl.tiQP.:,',, 
which some wouJA... ~e be~ .iiMi.-. and ether ,l\Q.l.ic~s , :, ~ -• -J.Ute ,;ool~ 
al.ism a.nd "apa.rth.i.C,r., ,. ~CG, b"',;.i,ntUa· ,'COJ:l~ed--·'', :; -: .. ,, .. ' ·,, . ::' ' . ' · ···: 

Another indication of Mexico's adherence to ·the pol.1.cy -~unc1ated by 
Forei3n Mird.ater 8a'bua. .lffl..~ :.!iJl ··,;r.sr~ an,d by -t.lJe.:h'eaid~t ~ -our ,del,(Ca.t1cm 

• is the . ta®- that. ,itb~·. offlq;t.;J. _-t~cx-j.pt .Qf :--our. •~tµ1g ~ . deUyere4 t ,o. 1-M. by 
.a speciaJ. emissary of tbe gov~t. ),9t, Menoo .o.n ,~ce,nber :24, -$~.,da¥.CJ •,a.fter 
~e U.N~ vote which was acccnpan1ed by m.ch m.sunderstanding and contusion. 



NATIONAL JEWISH COMMUNITY RI;T,A':i:'ICNS ADVISORY COUNCIL 

K,;:ECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Meeting of January l h, 1~)76 

Report on Status of 
FnREIGN AID BILL* 

Tomorrow, the Congress will reconvene after its long mid-winter recess 
and at+ention will he focused once again on what should be a priority for all 
of us; ~amely, passage of the Foreign Aid Bill, including the full $2 and a 
quarter billion for Israel. 

'I'hus far, 1.rogress on the bill has been satisfactory from our point of 
view. Just prior to the Congressional recess, the Senate Foreign Relations Sub­
committee on F,Jre ign Assistance, chaired by Senator Hum:r;hrey, completed its 
consideration of the aid bill and a~proved the full $1 and a half billion in 
Administration-re~ueGted military credits and $740 million in economic assistance 
for Israel. 

This action is all the more encouraging when you consider the fact that 
in order to meet the guidelines set by the recently created Senate Budget Com­
rrittee, it was necessary to reduce the overall foreign aid bill by almost half 
a billion dollars. 

Insofar as aid to Middle Eastern countries is concerned, Egypt's assistance 
was reduced from $750 million to $725 million; Syria was cut from $90 million 
to $35 million; and Jordan was cut from $77.5 million to $52.5 million in econ­
omic aid and from $176 million to $126 million in military aid. Israel was the 
only country which suffered no cuts whatsoever. 

In addition, the Senate SubcotllI!i.ittee adorted an amendment by Senator 
McGee requiring the Adrc.inistration to waive rerJayment of one half of the one 
and one half billion dollars military credits to Israel and also requiring that 
the remaining $7J0 million be lent to Israel on favorable terrr:.s with a ten year 
grace period to be followed by a twenty year repayment period . 

Action by the House Interr.atj_ona.1 Relations Committee was no less en­
couraging. 'Ihe House Committee ado1ted an amendment by Representative Fascell 
of Florida that essentially paralleJed the McGee amendment. Moreover, the House 
Cornrr:.i ttee not only approved the full arr,ount for Israel but added an additional 
$15 million in economic aid. 

Over and beyond the doll8.r amounts involved, the Senate Subcommittee 
adopted an amendment cutt:Lng off military sales or l1rograms in which a foreign 
country discriminates against U.S. citizens on the basis of race, religion, 
sex or national origin. The amendment does not provide for an overall hlln 
'hut on a project by project basis. In the House, where an overall non-discrim­
ination amendment has been defeated, an effort will be made to add the language 
of the Senate amendment. Consideration is '3.lso being given in the House to an 
amendment dealing with emigration of Syrian Jews. 

The full Senate Foreign Relations Committee is likely to complete action 
on the bill within the next two weeks and floor action can be expected sometime 

*Based on information obtained from the Amerj_~13.n-Israel Public Affairs 
Committee (AIPAC) and its Director, l/io1ris knitay 

(0 VER) 
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arounn mid-.F'chnrn.ry. As of nowJ it appears likely that the full authorization 
will be ap1_,roved .. 

However, as you knowJ authorization is only one stage in the legislative 
process . Action must then be taken by the respective House and Senate Appropri­
ations Committee and, of course, by both bodies as a whole. In the light of 
the economic situation here at home and the pressures on members of Congress in 
an election year to show budgetary restraints, it is very likely that cuts 
will be made in che appropriations stage. From all indicationsJ it ap1:-ears 
that the Adroir,istration will not 01,pose all cuts andJ indeed, passage of the 
bill with less than a 10 per cent cut would represent .a very significant victory. 
On the other hand, cuts above that amount would be disastrous for Israel and 
would require an all-out effort on our part. 

There is one additional com~licating factor that could have very serious 
consequences. The hill now under consideration is for the current fiscal year 
ending June 30. The Administration is called upon now to submit its budget 
requests for the 1977 fiscal year (beginning July 1) and there is a move to com­
bine the 1976 and 1977 aid measures in a single package. 

Such a move would be disastrous. If the Congress is presented with a 
re<J.uest for $7 to $8 billion in foreign aid j_n a single package, the pressures 
for cuts, including cuts for Iorael, will be overwhelming. Efforts are being 
made with the AdministrA.tion and with Chairman Morgan of the H.,use International 
Relations C,.1mmittee not to follow this route. We shc,uld know the results of 
these efforts within the next week or ten days. 

The immediate target, as indicated before, is the full Senate Foreign 
Relations C anmi ttee. Senators who are members of that Cammi ttee should receive 
a significant volume of mail from their constituencies urging them to support 
the bill as reported on by the Subcommittee. 

Senate Foreign Relations Committee 

!'.Dohn Sr,arkman, Alabama 
Howard H. Baker, Jr. , Tennessee 
Jose1,h R . Bi den, Jr. J Delaware 
Clifford P. Case, Jew Jersey 
Frank Church, Idaho 
Dick Clark, Iowa 
Robert Po Griffin) Michigan 
Hubert H. Humphrey, Minnesota 
Jacob K. Javits, New Y0rk 

hn 
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Mike Mansfield, Montana 
Gale W. McGeeJ Wycming 
Georges. McGovern , South Dakota 
James B. PearsonJ Kansas 
Claiborne Pell, Rhode Island 
Cl:1arles H. Percy, Illinois 
Hugh Scott, Pennsylvania 
Stuart Symington, Missouri 



NATIONAL JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 

memo 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE : 

55 WEST 42 STREET NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10036 • LO 4-3450 

January 19, 1976 

NJCRAC and CJFWF Member Agencies 

Albert D. Chernin, Executive Vice Chairman 

Important Timely Information from Executive Committee W-~eting 
of January 18 

This is the first of several contemplated transmittals of reports of 
proceedings of the NJCRAC Executive Corranittee meeting held yesterday (Sunday) 
in New York City. Included at this time are materials on: 

Policy on Mexico 

Status of Foreign Aid Legislation 

Resolution on Attempted UN Bombings in New York City. 

POLICY ON MEXICO 

Last Wednesday (January 14) the Conference of Presidents, after receiving 
a report from the delegation that had gone to Mexico last December 12 to confer 
with Mexican President Echeverria about Mexico's support of anti-Zionist UN 
resolutions, took the following action: 

.-
1The Conference of Presidents of Uajor American Jewish Organizations 

notes an encouraging series of actions recently taken by the government 
of Mexico in its relationship to the Jewish people . 

F7n the light of these developments, a special committee has been appointed 
to reassess the Presidents Conference policy and to make appropriate 
recommenda,tions in the near future. n 

At our Executive Committee meeting yesterday, Seymour Graubard, Chairman 
of the National Commission of the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, who had 
been chairman of the delegation to Mexico , reported on the background of that 
action by the Presidents Conference. The gist of his presentation is emobied in 
the enclosed report , which was distributed to organizations comprising the Presi­
dents Conference ( of which the NJCRAC is one) by Rabbi Morton Rosenthal of ADL, 
as Secretary of the Presidents Conference Committee on Mexico. It reached us today . 

Our Executive Committee directed that the member agencies be promptly ap­
prized of this development , so that they would be in position to convey the infor­
mation to their respective constituencies and others, in preparation for a possible 
change in policy. Please note, however, that the enclosed report is for your in­
formation , to be drawn upon to inform your membership, but not for reproduction , 
dissemination or release. 
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We shall continue to keep all of you closely informed, of course, as 
further developments occur. 

THE FOREIGN AID BILL 

The report to the Executive Committee by Theodore R. Mann, NJCRAC Israel 
Task Force Chairman, on the status of the legislation, is enclosed. 

Also enclosed, as an aid in addressing communications to members of 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, is a list of the members of that 
committee. They may be addressed at : Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 

We shall continue to keep you informed of developments , and will 
recommend interpretive activities when and as required. 

RESOLUTION ON ATTEMPTED UN BOMBINGS 

As most of you know from news reports , explosive devises were found 
last week in one of the UN buildings and at headquarters of foreign legations . 
The timing and locations of the attempted bombings led to speculation that 
they might have been the work of pro-Israel, anti-Arab elements. The Executive 
Committee wished to make clear the total opposition of the Jewish community 
relations agencies to terroristic violence , whatever its source , its motives 
or its objects. A copy of the resolution of the Executive Committee is en­
closed. It is being released to the press and anything you can do to give 
i t currency will be helpful. 

zc 
011976 

We wiU send you further reports in the near f uture, from the 
Executive Committee proceedings_. about t he UN Security Council 
Mid.d.Ze East debate (with an ad.d.ress by Ambassador Simcha DinitzJ s 
Soviet Jewry~ and changing interreligious relati onships . 

O,X,A,R, INT( c), ITF( c ), EAC.,:CJF-EX 



~ational Jewish ©onununity Llietations ~dvisory ©oanci: 
CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS: American Jewish Committee, Amer· 
icon Jewish Congress, B'nai B'rith Anti-Defamation League, Jewish Laoo, 
Committee, Jewish Wm Veterans of the USA, National Council of Jewisi: 
Women, Union of American Hebrew Congregations, Union of Orthodoi 
Jewish Cons:-egations of America, United Synagogue of America - anc 
state, county and local Jewish community relations councils in cities 
throughout tho United States 

55 West 42nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 (212) 564-3450 
Samuel Spiegler, Director of Information 

FOR RELEASE ON RECEIPT 

New York, N. Y., January 19, 1976 -- A broadly representative council of 

Jewish organizations yesterday (Sunday) denounced those responsible for 

the attempted bombings last week of the UN and offices of foreign nations 
.. 

in-New York City. 

The Executive Committee of the National Jewish Community Relations 

Advisory Council, at its quarterly meeting, said that, while it deemed the 

presence of the "murderously terroristic PLon at the UN Security Council 

"morally indefensible and injurious to progress toward Middle East peace," 

this does not justify violence in protest. 

The national organizations that are affiliated with the NJ~CRAC, 

and all of which joined in the statement, are 

American Jewish Committee 

American Jewish Congress 

B'nai B1 rith--Anti-Defamation League 

Jewish Labor Committee 

Jewish War Veterans of the UQSeA. 

National Council of Jewish Women 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America 

United Synagogue of America 

The text of the statement of denunciation follows: 

"Terrorism in all its manifestations is abhorrent, whoever its 

perpetrators or its victims and whatever its objectives. The national 

Jewish organizations and Jewish community relations councils in cities 

throughout the United States that comprise the National Jewish Community 

Relations Advisory Council have consistently denounced and condenmed all 

forms of terrorism. 

(m o r e) 
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nwe now join in condemnation of the attempted bombings of 

UN buildings and foreign consulates last week during the meeting of the 

UN Security Council. 

T!The presence at the Security Council meeting of the murder­

ously terrorist PLO -- the participation of which we regard as morally 

indefensible and injurious to all hopes for progress toward Middle East 

peace, as well as contrary to the UN Charter -- does not justify the use 

of violence in protest. 

TT Such violence is not only reprehensible. I ts perpetrators 

are grossly mistaken in their calculation of its effects. It can only 

inflame passions and impede peaceful resolutions. 

nHappily, discovery of the bombs last week before they detonated 

prevented loss of life or injury or severe damage to property. Their 

placement nevertheless were criminal acts and we hope that those respon­

sible will be apprehended and punished.n 

hn 
011976 
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February 25t 1976 

~ • Bennet K1e1uman 
1300 Bond Coun Building 
Eut 9th St et at St. Clair 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 

Dear t,r. Kleiman: 

1'be JDU¥ quutlona 1111.11MA 

a detailed answer 
t r of re~ 10 merit 

lf I give you a 
kind f telegraphi rea11>C1ue to 11111111:u:sre t I do not take 

lta aubatanee of your req,,ae$t for 
importance. 

1) I d1d not aay of Major American 
Jewish otgam.Utions desir a and the 
requeat• of the GoYe y w.a that "lt 
doea not serve the caus erence wer to be 
regarded 1n 'Washi ton oi- nstrumentality 
of the State of I• e.1 ai~--Ju for the r1can 
J'ewish COanunity. 11 

I hope that you fully under tand the force 
the statement as I e. it and s er t 

2) I did mt aay that th 
tion t Iara 11 p • 
obliptton to tell I the truth 
tbe very beat of our thinking and mver t 
think I•tael wants to bear." 

take a stand in QPpc,■i-
he foll.vw~ ... , •'It la our 

it. to off to Israel 
y to Iaraell only what we 

l think that ,ou will ~ that uch an honNt "1Ptoaell l moat helpful. 
Self ... delualon arowa when lt U re-ecboect. ualiapplly, I have too often 
been at meatlnp with nneu., durtng vhlch Allen.can lead re Nld om 
thiug anct then when they met &Z'Ound dlffereat table they .. 1d an 
entirely dlffennt thing and when cballellPd napended by aaylng, "oh, 
what'• the ue." 
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• ~tKlelmoan 
Pap -2• 
February 2s. 1976 

3) I do aot agree wlu yeu if I really uader•tand you coxnctly, tbat 
I.arael ad the Alnericau .1awuh c:oanmt ty an CCllllllPl•t ly iaterdepelldant, 
that vbatever Israel doe• ef fecta the Auaancan JwUh ¢om,,m1 ty ud 

tever ~can Jewry doe• •ffecta our brother• :Ln Iarael. We both 
o us. it aeems to•• have the right to NY to ou anothei- juat how 
thue action$ m!ght btve their ~t one •f tbNe tw interiepndant 
group and then ch our deciaiou tnd~ntly with that further 
knowledge. 

4) NJ t• die •ttU 0 
e it clear th.a 

and therefor eoul 
did 110t do in the 
rogra,u d 

in_, t lnetaacea 
boyco·..:t. 

Th re was sub-c 
th1 matter and they 
that a cha 1n tl 
J'ew1s le has 
tion boyeot 
it deems flt. 11'he 
them ed Jews 
that reac 
there t'QtUlJ' .....,....l-' ... ~ 
of poU.cy • man 

With kindest greeti • I 

boyeott I I want to 
11 the boycott 

wdue wb4t it 
with tour 

'al O anci 
lled for the 

en ltudie4 
eon£ enc• 

-
rt 

that 
al 

Alexader M. sebiadler 
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. Bennet Kleinman 
300 Bond Court u11ding 

Est 9th Str t t St. Clair 
level nd, Ohio 44114 

hbruary 13, 1976 

bi achi r t ~~~Ill! ta in t e mid-
west to be lOW'ell.l -country. He 
1 ill t r st of arch. 

YQUr letter of 1 • whic rriv-1 fter bU departure, 'will 
be held or his 

,ith kindest , I 

d ·th J. 11 
Assistant to the Preaident 
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B E R NARD J . S TU P LINSKI 

LAW RE N CE C . SHE R MAN 

R O BER T G . M A RKEY 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

1300 BOND COURT BU I LDI N G 

EAS T NIN T H STREET AT ST. CLAIR AVENUE 

CLEVELAND , OHIO 44114 

HAR O LD H . KAHN 
( 19 0 6 · 1970) 

NE I L KU R IT 

T HO MAS L. D E T T E L B AC H 

G E RALD I. AR N SON 

LAUR E NC E GLAZER 

JEFFREY L. KL E IN 

MICHA E L H . DIAMANT 

GARY 0. G R EENWALD 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, 
838 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, New York 10021. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler:-

(2 16) 696 - 33 11 

February 10, 1976 

I have been reading recently some of the releases in 
the newspapers quoting you with regard to several matters which 
have given me some concern. 

I am sure you are aware that your statement, that you 
believe that the Conference of Presidents of Major Jewish Organiza­
tions has been too subservient to the desires and requests of the 
Government of Israel, has received considerable circulation. 

You indicate that the Conference would now take a 
different stand in this respect and the implication is that it 
would not be as agreeable with Israeli proposals as has been true 
in the past. 

I am much concerned about these kind of expressions, 
since I believe that no one who does not live in Israel can 
conscientiously tell Israel how they should run their affairs, 
particularly as they regard mat ters of security. 

I would, therefore, like very much to hear from you 
as to precisely what activities of the Conference you have refer­
ence to, and as to what matters you would take different positions 
than has been true in the past. It would also interest me to know 
just how the opinions and positions of the Conference would be made 
available to the Israeli Government, that is to say, whether in 
private conferences or in public statements. 

The other matter I have reference to relates to the 
change in position of the Conference with regard to tourism to 
Mexico. 

It appears to me that if the Jewish "boycott" of 
tourism to Mexico was ever justified - and I believe that most 
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Rabbi Alexander Schindler -2- February 10, 1976 

American Jews believe that to be so - then there does not appear 
to me to be any change in the attitude of the Mexican Government 
towards Israel and the Zionist movement which would call for an 
elimination of the "boycott." 

If you have information to the contrary, it would be 
of great interest to me to hear from you just what changes have 
taken place to call for this change in position. 

Your response to these questions would be greatly 
appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

Bennet Kleinman 

BK:MA 



bruary 13, 1976 

• Joel Kinch 
139 EVana Road 
Bloomfield, .J. 07003 

r .r. irach: 

newr cal boycott 
\iO?u:e:ir:en e ,,_,... eanc the boy-

t t the 

'Conference recom­
f.n the ican 
Jewish people 

rranted 't"GCOWli -
or niaatio ia 

who 
Jews 
heart 

uite 
Jews 

thout at-

c) Obviously, there many and i. ici nt ruaons 
1ch cannot apt lnto fo rsi our stand, many of 

print. 

A1.ex.1U¥1~r . ~hindler 
Chairman 
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CON FE Et (CE OF PRESIDENTS 

OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

515 PARK AVENU E NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Plaza 2-1616 

Cable Address: COJOGRA 

TO: Members associated in the Conference of Presidents 

of Major American Jewish Organizations 

From: Arthur Levine, Acting Chairman 

We be~ieve you will be interested in the following 

statement issued today by the Presidents Couference. 

The Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish 

Organizations deplores the letter sent on July 9 to the Presitient 

of the United Nations Security Council by Mexico's Permanent 

Representative to the U.N. 

In that letter, the Mexican Ambassador to the U.N. -- who 

made clear that he was acting under the direct instructions of 

President Echevarria -- expressed t he view that Israel's act of 

self-defense in rescuing its citizens from Uganda was a "flagrant 

violation" of the U. N. Charter and of international law and would 

"create precedents of incalculable -danger for all civilized 

coexistence." 

We regard that com..~ent as a false and misleading statement 

of international law and an immoral assessment of the meaning 

of the rescue at Entebbe, an assessment which can serve only to 

encourage future terrorist activity. In condemning Israel for 

striking a blow against Arab terrorism, President Echevarria 

condones the action of governments that cooperate with terrorists, 

as Uganda clearly did in the case of the hijacked Air France 

plane. In opposing the right of Israel to defend the lives of 

-- more --



its citizens, P resi dent Echevarria joins hands with t ae very 

terrorists he claims to oppose. 

/2 

We are confident that these views do not represent the 

sentiments of t h e Mexican people but rather the personal ambition 

of Mr. Echevarria, a lame-duck president whose term expires within 

a few months and who is apparently still seeking to court favor 

with the Afro-Asian bloc whose votes he needs to win election to 

a sought-after U.N. post. 

Earlier this year, Mr. Echevarria gave assurances to American 

Jewish community leaders that Mexico's vote in support of the 

anti-Zionism resolution at the United Nations did not represent 

any anti-Israel sentiment on the part of his government. These 

assurances have now been violated. Indeed, the statement in his 

letter to the U.N., which accepts at face value the denial by the 

terrorist P.L.O. of any responsibility for the hijacking, is 

nothing less than a whitewash of the P.L.O.,which has vowed to 

destroy Israel. Mr. Echevarria knows that responsibility for the 

hijacking was claimed by t~e Popular Front for the Liberation of 

Palestine, a member of the P.L.O. 

That part of the Bchevarria letter to the U.N. professing to 

condemn terrorism is hollow and empty of meanin~. Well­

established principles of international law accept the right of 

a state to rescue its citizens from any other state unwilling to 

ryrotect them against terrorism. 

A new President will take office in Mexico in December. We 

look forward to a more enlightened policy when that new 

administration assumes power, one that is in keepiug with the long 

and honorable tradition of the Mexican people in support of the 

principles of international law, respect and friendship among 

nations, and human dignity. XX X 7/14/76 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

September 9, 1976 

His Excellency, The Israel Ambassador Simcha Dinitz 
Embassy of I rael 
W hington, D.C. 

Dear Simcha: 

Mr. Zapata from M xico came to see 
po sibly fruitful conver tion. 

and we had a very pleasant and 

The thrust of his rema.rkij wa two old: 

A/ That there are absolutely no racial overtones to anything which Mexico did. Everything hich it did was rooted in its overall forei n policy approach; and 

B/ That one or two swallows do ta s 
actions must be mea ur din wider te 

r make and that Mexico' 

In my response I pointed to that pecial bond which binds us to th .Jewish people a a whole, making an attack on one of its parts all attack on the whole. I bit very hard on th f ct that neither the anti-Zionist vote nor th p t-Entebbe t tement could be under tood inEforeign policy terms but, of cour , I gr ed with him that the pat is the past, th futur is i~ort nt and that we on our part de­sire nothing mor th n ull ormaliz tion of our relationship and a return to the friendship which obtain din the past. 

We spoke a little bit about the issue which will come up before the United Nations in it coming session and I urged him to execute great care let any action ex cerbate the situation. I also suggested to him that the new President, in his inaugural address, might seize the occasion to say something and that if either of these were to tran­spite ---something positive in the U.N. and on the President's part the American Jewish leadership would c rtainly react favorably nd publicly. 
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Ambassador Simcha Dinitz 
Spptember 9, 1976 
Page -2-

I told Mr. Zapata how much we appreciate hie paet helpfulnea1 (Cha.nan 
Aynor called me a day or so ago to tell me '1iia ia in fact ao). Mr. 
Zapata expects to be in Israel in December. He speaks with a self­
assurance and an authority which b lie his years, he is a young man 
clearly on the move and with good aponsorship. His first wife was 
Jewish. 

Witlt warmest regarda, I 411 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Plaza 2-1616 

CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS _ t~ 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS1) 

515 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

MEETING OF THE PRESIDENTS CONFERENCE 
Wednesday, 21 July 1976 

Cable Address : COJOGRA 

The meeting was called to order by Acting Chairman Arthur 
Levine at 3:00 p.m. 

Last week, on Wednesday, 14 July, a meeting was convened of 
those organizations maintaining travel programs to and offices in 
Mexico for the purpose of drawing up some guidelines in the wake 
of Mexico's submission of an unsolicited letter to the U.N. Security 
Council which accused Israel of having violated Uganda's sovereignty 
by means of its raid on Entebbe airport. A statement and a press 
release were prepared on the basis of that meeting. Normal 
Presidents Conference procedures were not followed in order to 
forestall accusations of being "the tail on the dog." 

While the Mexican protest delivered by Ambassador Roberto 
de Rosenzweig Diaz was directed against Israel as a nation, the 
Presidents Conference statement was carefully worded so its thrust 
was not directed against either the Mexican people or the Mexican 
government but against President Luis Echeverria as a person. 
Nowhere in the statement was there any mention of a boycott. 

Mr. Levine went into a brief analysis of the status of the 
Mexican Jewish community and their fears of a boycott and discussed 
the recen·t overt indications of what may well be the beginnings of 
a concerted anti-Semitic campaign in that country (the principals 
involved in a tax-fraud investigation now receiving prominent 
headlines in the Mexican press are, by chance, only Jewish; anti­
Semitic cartoons are appearing in the Mexican dailies; and the 
silencing of Excelsior, a leading liberal Mexican newspaper and its 
conversion into little more than a house-organ for the Echeverria 
government which took place only days before the letter to the U.N. 
Security Council. Excelsior had criticized Mexico's anti-Zionist 
stand in-the U.N. General Assembly and it had been anticipated that 
it would renew its criticism and oppose Echeverria's policy over 
Uganda; hence, the take-over.) 

It was Mr. Levine·' s hope that out of this meeting the 
Presidents Conference would evolve some course of action based on 
what we know is happening and what we can reasonably predict may 
happen, thereby anticipating events rather than behaving reactively. 

Rabbi Joseph Karasick (WJC) called the 30, 000-member Je,vish 
community living in Mexico a "hostage community" and stated his 
belief that it would be a bad idea to become embroiled in a 
"Mexican situation" without prior consultation with its Jewish 
community. 
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It was Judge Paul Ribner's contention (JWV) that, inasmuch 
as Mexico is as anti-American as it is anti-Israel, we should 
appeal to the larger American community not to travel to Mexico. 
Judge Rihner went on to say that the Presidents Conference should 
issue a statement, the gist of which would be that until we see 
positive action on Mexico's part we shall encourage the American 
people to avoid, Mexican travels. 

Charlotte Jacobson (WZO) opposed proclaiming a boycott, 
stating that one should ·simply and quietly not travel to Mexico. 

Rabbi Balfour Brickner (UAHC) expressed the opinion that the 
Presidents Conference statement was "garnish." He went on to say 
that the people are way ahead of us. They feel they've been gulled 
and conned and, on their own, aren't going. We should, therefore, 
also follow our instincts and go along with what our constituents 
are saying and doing. 

Bernard Weisberg (LZA) stated that he had been extremely 
disturbed to read about last week's Presidents Conference meeting 
in the New York Times rather learn about it from the Conference. 
"Thank God the statement was meaningless." Mr. Weisberg concurred 
with Rabbi Brickner about the memberships being ahead of their 
leaders. The LZA has received many phone calls from travel 
agencies as well as from its members asking for guidance. 

Charlotte Stein (Pioneer Women) said that her organization has 
been swamped with calls and letters with regard to Mexico and 
emphasized that Pioneer Women has very quietly cut out its 
Mexican trips even though there is a Pioneer Women chapter in that 
country. 

Rabbi Wolfe Kelman (RA) stated "it would be tragic if the 
Presidents Conference becomes involved" and felt that it was up 
to the individual organizations to make a decision. 

Rabbi Walter Wurzburger (RCA) agreed with Rabbi Kelman, feeling 
it would not be a tragedy if the Presidents Conference did not 
take a stand. He felt that the best thing in this situation would 
be not to take action, leaving it up to the individual organizations. 
It was also his feeling that all mention of this particular meeting 
be striken from the record. 

David Steifel (NAJYC) relt we should take extreme measures. 
The boycott was effective the last time and should be continued. 

Al Chernin (NJCRAC) hoped we would examine this issue in a 
less charged atmosphere. Who is responsible for Mexico's p6licies 
today, he asked. Echeverria is ·a lame-duck president and will be 
relinquishing his position in December. Despite that, the mood of 
the Jewish community is right out of Clifford Odets' "Waiting for 
Lefty" -- "Strike!" Mr. Chernin also asked "What is the best 
strategy?" It was his feeling that we should quietly wait for the 
new president to take office. If we take a public stance we are 
going to force the incoming president into a corner whereby he'll 
feel he has no choice but to leap to Mexico's defense. 
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Consequently; perhaps it would be best for us to plan for a meeting 
with the Mexicans in December rather than lunge for the jugular to 
achieve an immediate catharsis. 

Rose Matzkin (Hadassah) said "if we think that a Presidents 
Conference delegation to Mexico is going to affect Mexico's foreign 
policy, then we are deceiving ourselves." She stated that we 
should be just as angry with other nations (Brazil, other South 
American countries) and -shouldn't act as though Mexico is the only 
unfriendly nation. But, she asked, what is the purpose of this 
meeting? What are we going to do? Issue another statement? 
Boycott? Indi~idual organizational reactions? Would someone please 
clarify. 

Rabbi Ira Youdovin (RA) said that now is not the time for a 
boycott; rather we should search for a half-way measure with which 
to establish credibility. In the meanwhile, organizations should 
quietly, without publicity, cancel travel arrangements to Mexico. 

.. ' 

Dr~ Harris Schonberg (B'nai B'rith) also felt that any 
contemplated actions should be left up to the individual organizations 
and, Arthur Levine, speaking in his capacity as president of the 
United Synagogue of America, agreed. 

Phil Baum (AJCongress) interjected with a clarification of 
terminology, explaining that there is crucial difference between 
a boycott and a decision not to send tours to Mexico. 

Rabbi Brickner suggested that the Presidents Conference issue 
a private memorandum fir dissemination among its constituent 

members, fully cognizant that it would become public knowledge. 
The statement he suggested was in effect that "while the Presidents 
Conference itself does not sponsor travel to Mexico, it does not 
look with disfavor upon those organizations who decide not to 
encourage further tourism to Mexico." 

Rabbi Morton Rosenthal (ADL) reminded the Presidents Conference 
that the incoming president of Mexico wants greater American 
investments in that country and also wants the friendship of the 
American Jewish community. Rabbi Rosenthal went on to state that, 
while Mexico is an ostensible democracy, in actuality it is a 
dictatorship and its government is the rule of one man. For us 
to take an action which would create an unfavorable climate for 
him, he said, would make things that much more difficult. Therefore, 
the Presidents Conference should stand by _the statement as is. 

Dr. Aron Weinberger (JNF) said that while we should not 
encourage tourism to Mexico, the last thing we should do is take 
the public utterances of a "captive community" (as exists in Mex_ico) 
at face value. As a refugee from Poland he knows full well that 
minority communities often issue statements their governments wish 

to hear. 

Rabbi Kelman once again stated that we should be quiet and 

leave well enough alone. 
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Charlotte Jacobson's feeling was that silence is wrong and 
extremism is also wrong. The dliemma facing us, however, is that 
our silence may be misinterpreted and therefore some statement 
should be made. 

Phil Baum expressed the opinion that the meeting was "turning 
in on itself" and that further discussion ,vould be fruitless. 
Nevertheless, he emphasized, the most salt~tory point would be to 
remain silent at this j~ncture. 

Rabbi Brickner returned to his original suggestion, turning 
it into a motion for consideration by the Presidents Conference. 

• The motion he proposed was that a statement be issued by the 
Presidents Conference for the use of its own constituents "not 
looking with disfavor upon those organizations who decide not to 
encourage further tourism to Mexico." 

The motion was seconded. 

With one person per organization voting on the motion, the 
vote was five in favor and twelve opposed. 

The motion was defeated. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:45 p.m. 

respectfully submitted by Joanne Jahr 



August 24, 1979 

Mr. Theodore R. Mann, Chairman 
National Jewish Comm,mity Relations 

Advisory Council 
55 West 42nd Street 
New York, New York 1:0036 

Dear Ted, 

Once again, I urgently and formally reque•t that a ... ting of the NJCRAC 
Executive Board be conwned. In addition to a full cli•cua•ion of the 
substantive issues confrontin9 our COB111Wtity, I au that procedures also 
be placed on the agenda for careful scrutiny. 

1/ Now nearly two weeks into the crisis, the organizations of the NJCRAC 
have not been convened in full to chieve a consensus of thought and ac­
tion. Requests ~t such a meeting be called have consistently been ig­
nored. 

2/ RUfl1i' meetings f!f individual org nizations were held in which the lay 
and/or profession,1 leaders of the "JCRAC participated, but as of this 
writing the constituent organizations of the NJCRAC have not been informed 
concerning the iaeaa and directions emerging from these discussions. 

3/ The ?UCRAC ' published a statement in whose development we were not in­
volved and whtdh we never approved. And yet, the Union's name appears in 
these public dt.>cuments as co-endorsee. 

;t ls clear that the NJCRAC has failed to function in this crisis either 
effectively b~ in a professional manner. 

Kindest greetings. 

I' 
Siacerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

I 



Once again, I urgent;y and formally request that an ea meeting of the 
NJCRAC ~xecutive Board be convened. In addition to a full discussion of the ...-4= ,­
subsntative issues confronting our comminity, I ask that tkextkexN~RRAR~KX p:::...c,P0•~T 

procedures also be placed on the agenda for careful scrutiny. Ilre:N'd-&~n.o.t 
f-Y.J'.1-G-tioA-i-A-t~~,s-cl' i -s i s eii: h-e~.fF.~..e.ly__o.r_:i-Aa-13-r--efos-s-'i-ona-1-ma-nner----- ~ 

1. Now nearly two weeks into ;e,\risis, the organizations of the 
NJCRAC have not been convened to a~~i~;(.e~,a con~s,&! thought and action. 
Requeststs that such a meetin be ~~- have been ignored. 

/"-
2. Rump meeting_;?,f individual orgainzations were held in which the 
professional anYlllay leaders~f the NJCRAC participated, but as of this 
writing the constituent organization) of the NJCRAC have not been informed 
concering the tho~ and directions emerging from ikiK these discussions. 

~,___ 
3. The NJCRAC pUblished a statement iRxaMxxRamex in whose development ~ CJ-€­
not involved and which we never approved. And yet, the Union's name appears 
in these public documents a co-endorsee. 

It is clear, that tee NJRAC failed to function in this criss 
'7ither effectively or in a professional manner. 



Hr. Theodore Mann 
Hann & Ung r 
1711 Rittenhouse Square 
Phlladelphfa, PA. 19103 

Dear Ted: 

August 14, 1979 

Our brief conversation at the conclusion of last Friday's meeting did 
not give us sufficient tlu to resolve he tter we dl1cu1s•-· In 
any event, I raised a procedural matter and the substantive Issues which 
confronted us then were too lmportan to be del yed. Still, the fssue 
I raised Is of sufficient weight from he long range point of view to 
compel me to voice my objection In writing. 

As I told you, I do not want to have the sldents' Conference reduced 
to be an adjunct of the NJC C. As the meeting evolved this Is pre­
cisely what took place. In your penln remark you Indicated that you 
convened the Israel Task Foree to pre-dlge t the proble and to recom­
mend actfon to the Presidents• Conf rence. Al Cherntn then got up and 
announc:.ed what '4we were goln to lo... A no point were we asked to 
approve or disapprove these suggestions, we were merely to comment, to 
modify, but not to decide. 

This Impression Is further reinforce by your nationally distributed 
memorandum on the letterhead of th UCRAC which begJns wl th the sen .. 
tence 11The Presidents Conference, acttn on the recommendations from 
the Stntegy Comm I ttte of the NJCRAC h rae 1 Task Foree .•. 11

• 

A11 of this Is denigration of the role of the Presidents• Conference. 
Why should any president of a natfonal organization attend a meeting fn 
whl~h he or she Is ask d merely to rubberstamp the action of others. You 
left us with a veto, maybe; but you certainly denied us any deliberative 
role. 

I am efaald that you are confounding your two-fold function as chairman 
of the Presidents' Conference and ch lrman of the HJCRAC and you will 
have to make up your mind as to which master you are serving. You have 
no right unllaterally to strengthen the NJCRAC at the expense of the 
Presidents' Conference. As chairman of the Presidents' Conference you 
represent all of the national organizations which Join that body and not 
only the NJCRAC nor only the defense agencies . 

....--"'-"-....:.••Y• you would I Ike to see a formal connecting I Ink between the 
r Conf. nd the Israel Task F•rce, you have every right to have the 

procedural alteration considered by the Presidents• Conference but then 
you should formally present th matter to us for consideration. You 



Mr. Theodore Mann 
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have no right to e1tabll1h thl linkage by flat. 

On fdher 11111tter entlrely, t .. not happy to IMrn that the plans whlc:h 
were evolved la t ,rlday and before that by the Israel Task Force have 
now be~" unlleterally discontinued (ads, etc.). I think that this 11 a 
serious ml tak. I do not believe that anything that transpired over 
the week-end Indicates• change In the Administration's position. It 
.- • tactical -,ve no a substantive 1 ration. The pressures should 
lte continued. 

Aloancler chlNl r 

cc: Mr. Yehuda He1111111n 

bee: Mrs. Charlotte Jacobson 



l'O; 

RE: 

TIONAL J 
C O ~ M U IT Y R -.,,J ~- 'f I 
ADVISORY cou~~ _;, 

' 55 WEST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK, , ':.-:' YO K 10036 • LOngacre 4-3450 

U R G E N T ! 

REQUIRES YOUR lMMEDIA f~ ACTION ! 

NJCRAC and CJF Member Agencies 

Theodore R. Mann , Chairman 

August 10, 1979 

PLO , Arab Blackmail, Carter Administration and the Security Council 

The Presidents Confere,1ce, acting on the recom'":"Hiations from th~ Strategy Committee 

of the NJC.RAC Israel ':2.s.r: Force , call~d. tod~· . __ - 9- major nat ional effort to convey 

to the W'ni te 3:ouse pri :)r to the meec;:ircg of th"- ., . '. Security Council on August 23 

the :profourci apprehen.::-::..on of t::ie Je,dsh co:'.'lm'.lili , ~-out a possible shift i n American 

f'oreign policy towa:-d O :.,e PLO. 

T'nis c.ecis:.on :::-eflec~s -:t.e concern -we expressed ,.!". Al C1,ernin I s memorandum of 

August: 3 "that the Adl:d.1 :.stration' s eagerness to i.:ivolve the Palestinians in nego­

tiations could lead t.o U.S . accommodations that 'i-'Ould in the end legitimize t he 

PLO .'.' ln short , what we fear is a t endency to ap:pease the PLO in response to Arab 

blackmail . -

This tende..-ricy centers today on the negotiatio:i c;, a resolution on t he Palestinians 
~o be consi:ered by the Security CounciJ on Auu· • 23. Thus, the innnediate goal 

should be a clear and ~arn.biguous demonstratic:. ~'- tl:e U. S . rejection of cooperation 

with the PLO through Rn American veto on August 2-3 :-:fa Security Council resolution 
on the Pa.:estinians, even if such a resolution sl:c·-ld use cosmetic language that 

might disguise its intent of enabling the PLO to~-~ ect the negotiating process. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

This is a f'undamenta.1. • ssue and -..rill go beyond Au.sust 23 but what is .:required new 
in the next seven ueys are i ntensive· activities on a national and local level t hat 

the White House will hear the message that tbe Un:.ted States must 'nct cooperate~ 

directly or indirectly, with the PLO a.~d change ~~e ground rules of t he Middle EL:t 

peace process so car~i'ully constructed in Resolutions 242 04d 338 and at Camp David. 

To this end, we are c~..lling £or: 

1. Massive outpo~i~g of thousands of letters ~rom the grassroots throughout 
the United States to the President of the :::iited States; it means a con­

centrated use of !'esources, locally -and fna-; ionally, in t n e next 7 days to 

activate the membership oi' constituent Ort"· ,lizations of CRCs and chapters 

of national organizations. In August, mec:,.::::s by mail are not su:t:'ficient; 

it means direct contact wi tb your constitue~cies ~ s t least by ~ elephone ' 
squads "10rltj.ng nationally and locally. 
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2. Stimulate page one editorials in the Anglo-Jewish press for publication 

the weekend of August 17 -- the White House press digest includes the 

Anglos. Such -editorial also should. call for letters to the White House. 

3. .Special emphasis shoul-d be given to finding a prominent and authoritative 

voice in yoi..µ- -.area, pos•sibly in academia or public affairs, to do an 

op.:..ed piece on the dangers of the U.S. drift toward the PLO. Nationally, 

similar efforts are bein3 undertaken. ; 

4: Encourage letters to the editor, particularly from prestige figures 

including members of Congress. 

5. Daily newspapers also should be encouraged to editorialize abqut the 

PLO and Arab blackmail. 

6. As we recommended in our August 3 memorandum, use the August recess of 

Congress as opportunity -to meet with ·-Conuressmen on · • this is sue ( enclosed 

is a report from Houston about such a me;ting). • 

-
Within the n~xt ,10, -days, the Conference of Preside:qts will _publish an ad in 

The New York Times on the them·es of Yno appeasement of _PLO ·terror and no surrender 

to Arab blackmail. :! · If' communities are interested in running similar ads, plea,e 

call our .office for. the text. 

We know it's difficult this time of year, but we cannot underestimate the im~ 

portance of undertaking this crash seven-day program now. 

J.J·rA:LYSIS 

Currently before the Security Council is a resolution on the Palestinians drafted 

with the approval of Arafat and introduced by Kuwait. , That resolution, _nodding 

to Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338. in its Preamble, calls for _self­

determination and national independence for the Palestinians .. • While the United 

State~ has stated that it -will veto this .resolution, it successflil_iy sought a 

postponement 9f the previously scheduled meeting of the Security Council on t his 

resolution in the hope that it could reach an understanding with the PLO through 

intermediaries on a mutually acceptable alternative resolution. 

Even the attempt to reach agreement with the PLO on such a resolution is one more 

step in the "greening' ' of the PLO . ( as j:Jathan Perlmutter of the ADL put it) and 

one more step away from a clearly defined U.S. commitment to Israel that it will 

not deal with the PLO, unless two critical conditions were met. Those conditions 

are that the PLO must accept Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338 _as the frame­

work for negotiations and, equally important, recognize Israel 1 s right to exist 

as a sovereign state. That commitment was explicitly statedin a U.S.-Israel 

Memorandum of Agreement. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger pJedged to Israel 

Foreign Minister Yigal Allon in September 19'75, in connection with the second 

Sinai Disengagement Agreement, that the United States would not recognize or 

negotiate with the PLO so long as it does not rec ognize Isr~el's right to exist 

and does not accept Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338. The Carter Ad.mini­

stration has reaffirmed this commitment as recently as this past week. 

Despite the reaffirmation of this commitment, Administration officials appear to 

continue to harbor the hope that it might get the PLO to implicitly accept Reso­

lution 242 and Israel's~ right -to exist through a ne;w .:_Security .Council resolution 

whose operative paragraphs ·would make seemingly innocuous statements on the 

rights of Palestinians. This would represent an ·end around run of the U.S. com­

mitment to Israel. 
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The reasoning of the United States seems to be along the following lines: 

~-\ -
1. Essential progress must be made in the negotiations and that progress must be 

made soon -- reportedly in the next 10 weeks, according to The New York Times 
article of August 2. 

2.Such progress requires the participation of the Palestinians. 

3.To get the Palestinians to participate requires the cooperat~on or at least 
the acquiescence of the PLO. 

4. This would induce Palestinian moderates to step fo'rward to participate in 
the negotiations. 

5.This would .lead to an agreement which would cause the PLO to lose its grip 
and then disappear .. 

This scenario looks at the PLO and the Middle East through "rose colored glasses,!! 
but it is not the reality of the Middle East. Moderates have been intimidated 
into silence by PLO terrorism and the acceptance of the PLO by the U.S. would 
reinfo"rce that sil_ence. Rather than cause the PLO to lose its grip, it wo·uld 
increase the power of the PLO over the Palestinian role in the negotiations 
ending in the emergence of a new Palestinian state, which President Carter him­

self believes would be a source of instability and a radical threat to other 
Arab states. 

The framework for peace and responding to Palestinian aspirations exists in 
Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338, and is spelled out in detail in the 
Camp David agreement. Pulling a few phrases out of their Camp· David context 
would undermine the significant achievement of Camp David of giving meaning in 
precise definitions to those phrases and thus retard the fulfillment o~ Pales­
tinian aspirations. Palestinian moderates understand this; increasing the 
stature and influcence of PLO will not embolden moderates to sp·eak on behalf 
of the Palestinians; just the opposite. 

Despite the statement by Assistant Secretary of State Harold Saunders that there 
is an "evolution" in PLO attitudes towards Israel, even the State Department still 
concedes that Fatah, headed by Arafat, is the dominant element of the PLO and that 
1'therefore major elements and important leaders of the PLO clearly advocate terror­
ism. 11 It is known that Secretary of State Vance himself recognizes that a third 
condition, in addition to 242 and recognition· of Israel's right to exist, that he 

stipulated in February 1977 is unlikely to be i mplemented, namely, that the PLO 
must revise its national covenant calling for Israel's elimination. What should 

be clear is that the PLO has not abandoned its goals nor its terrorist tactics. 
In its posture at the U. N. or Western Europe, it may trim its sails in order to 
appear respectable to the civilized world, following Lenin's tactics of two steps 
forward, one step backward, as it moves towards its ultimate goal of the destruc­
tion of Israel. 

The Administration's justifiable concern about U.S. oil supplies has led them to 
analyses that blur these realities. The fact is that the long run U.S. energy 
crisis is not a function of the Arab-Israel conflict. The soaring cost of oil 
and its increasing scarcity is a direct result of economic considerations and the 
inherent instability of the suppliers as witness what took place in Iran. Thus 
caving into the Arab blackmail ' neither advances the movement toward peace in the 



4 4. 

Middle East nor meets the energy needs of the U.S. It is a high price to pay just 
to meet temporary, short run dislocations·. The American people understand that 
tbis great nation, if it is to continue its greatness, cannot permit itself to 
be a pawn of tinhorn despots. 

* * * * * * 

This is the message to get across to the White Houseprior to August 23. Obviously, 
it is a message which we will have to continue to stress after August 23 because 
of the fundamental nature of the problem. 

Enclosed is a memorandum that the American Jewish Committee has sent to editors 
and broadcasters throughout the U.S. that provides a compendium of the key state­
ments of U.S. officials concerning the Palestinians and the PLO. We also refer 
you to the material we sent with our August 3 memorandum, including a backgrounder, 
prepared by the San Francisco Jewish Community Relations Council on 11 The West 
Bank, the PLO and the U.S." 

The NJCRAC Israel Task Force will meet on Friday morning, August 24, the day after 
the meeting of the Security Council, and we, of course, will continue to keep yv•l 
advised of its assessments. In the meantime, please share with us reports of your 
letter-writing campaign; of meetings with members of Congress; and clippings of 
editorials, letters-to-the-editor and 11 op-ed' ; pieces . 

O,X,X-EC,A,R,CJF-EX,CJF-BD,EAC,PCO,ITF-NJ , I(c) 



Mr. Ely I. Bergmann 
Executive Director 
Bergmann Enterprises, Ltd. 
215 North Flores Street 
San Antonio, Texas 

Dear Mr. Bermann: 

April 7, 1976 

Your letter of 3/11 which reached me on my return from a brief 
journey to Israel, still does not persuade that we were in error 
in our judgment on Aexico, .or does it ~lter my view that there 
arc reasons for this ction which db tter not appear in public 
print. I did not say th· t I would not share these r asons with 
you (that's the CIA way of which you ccuse ). I'll be glad 
to share them with you - if you are in New York or I an San 
Antonio - or else you can feel free to pick up the phone. 

Sincerely, 

lexander . Schindler 
Chairman 



From the desk of 

YEHUDA HELLMAN 

YH has already read this. 

515 Park Avenue New York 22, N. Y. 



ELY I . BERGMANN 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES 

215 N . FLORES ST. 

March 11, 19?6 

Mr. Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of Major 

American Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Ave. 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear Mr. Schindler: 

SAN ANTONIO , TEXAS 

Your letter of March 5th makes many assumptions 
which are erroneous, and it would be helpful for everyone 
concerned if you were to ascertain the facts before you be-
gan to preach. First of all, the information that was ob­
tained, was so noted in the press and the press alone, without 
any qualifiers or qualifications such as you stated. If the 
news was so reported as to cause me to react, blame the bad 
press and not me. I am tired of having Jews become second 
rate citizens by extending their other cheek after the other 
had been duly slapped by a world body, and, at the same time 
the nation (Mexico) who voted against us, still maintains 
the integrity of her negative vote against Zionism. 

Your lofty allusion to "many good and sufficient 
reasons for reversing our stand, MANY OF WHICH CANNOT BE PUT 
INTO PRINT", smaaks of CIA-type stands taken to justify ille­
gal actions. What are you now af~aid of putting into print? 
Mexico put her vote on the line in the open, what you are do­
ing is no better by being afraid to put it into print. 

Let me tell you Eastern liberals something ... my son 
went to the University of the Americas in Mexico City for 1 
year; I have friends who have lived there for 30 continuous 
years and have been to Mexico over 100 times both as a tourist, 
and to visit my son at the university. The stories then, some 
6 years ago, about that nation, reflect the most dictatorial 
police state second only to BP.azi. In the event your press 
up there did not print the story bout the situation in Mexican 
jails, I am enclosing an artial or you to read. You want me 
to act more judiciously??? Don t be hilarious ... I know a bit 
too much about Mexico, more tha the average person, having 
attendea Presidential inaugura • n of Lopez Mateos as a guest 
of the government and other of • ial funations ... over 10 years. 
It was good hearing from you, 

• 

Ely I. Bergmann 

EIB:PERSONAL 



San An nio,Light 
FIRST IN TEXAS COMMUNITY SERVICE 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 1976 

Torture 
Revealed 
On Tapes 

By LARRY D. HATFIELD 
Sllecial ·• The Lillllt 

SAN F R A N C I S C O - A young 
American committed suicide in a 
Mexican jail last month rather than 
face t o r t u re for his part in an 
aborted escape attempt, according to 
tape recordings made by his fellow 
prisoners and smuggled to America. 

The tapes, which were smuggled to 
the San F r a n c i s c o Examiner, a 
Hearst newspaper, are from some of 
the 39 Americans in the federal 
prison in Mazatlan. They contain 
charges that U.S. agents stood by 
while Mexican police tortured ar­
rested Americans and that a U.S. 
consular official advised prisoners 
not to complain to visiting state 
department investigators or there 
would be serious repercussions. 

The Americans - mostly young and 
serving terms of five years or more 
for drug violations - repeated 
charges heard from other Mexican 
prisons of extortion, subhuman health 
and sanitation conditions and constant 
physical abuse. 

Copies of the smuggled tapes are 
being supplied to Rep. Fortney Stark, 
(D-Calif.), who has been demanding 
that the U.S. government pressure 
Mexico to end widespread abuse of 
Americans in Mexican jails. 

The information also will be 
furnished to the State Department, 
which has been attempting to 
document charges - of blackmail , 
torture and other abuses that were 
exposed m a series of Examiner 
stories from Mexico City 14 months 
ago. 

Accounts of the suicide were carried 
in the Mazatlan papers. The tape 
recorder was smuggled into the prison 
after a substantial bribe was paid to a 
prison guard. The recording sessions 
themselves were conducted at night, 
with lookouts watching for guards and 
loud music being played to conceal the 
interviews. 

Names, ages and hometowns in the 
following account have been disguised 
to protect, insofar as possible, the 
American prisoners involved from 
retaliation. 

"This is no joke," said one of the 
Americans involved in the clandestine 
taping. "This could get us killed. 
People in the States have a hard time 
realizing that." 

In the compendium of terror on the 
contraband tapes, the most chilling 
story is that of Jack Closse, an 
American about 30 years old who shot 
himself to death Jan. 30 following an 
aborted escape attempt. 

Vice Consul Don Parker, at the U.S. 
{ " nf'\c_.1.l-:lo+n i.-. 1\,1r,,...,,...,;..ln .... ... ~ ~.J l... - ____ ,....1 

Consulate in Mazatlan, said he could 
not give details, including his 
hometown, about Closse because of 
newly enacted privacy laws. He said 
he could not discuss details of either 
Closse's incarceration or his death. 

The Mazatlan tapes, however, offer 
a dramatic telling of what happened 

(Con~ Page 20, Col. 1.) 

- -
WCI 

r 

f 

-e ID 
-

81 



Tapes T~ll of Suicid.e 
(Continued from Page 1.) 

to Closse, who was serving a 19-year 
prison term for drug and escape 
charges. 

"The reason the guy committed 
suicide is because he didn't want to be 
tortured again," said a fellow 
American who said he watched Closse 
go into his cell following the break-up 
of the Jan. 30 escape attempt in which 
two Mexican prisoners were shot and 
killed. 

Seconds later, there was a shot and 
when other inmates reached the cell, 
Closse's body was found laying face 
down in a pool of blood. He had shot 
himself with a 9mm pistol said to have 
been smuggled in by a Mexican 
inmate. 

Fellow inmates in the "grande" • 
section of the prison said Closse had 
"confessed" to a previous escape 
attempt two years ago. "Every 
escape in here always comes down on 
the Americans," said one prisoner. 
" The Americans always get the 
blame." That apparently is what 
happened in the 1974 attempt. 

Closse was not involved in that 
attempt, other inmates said, but he 
was questioned about it by prison 
guards. During the questioning, they 
said, his arm was broken. The arm 
had been crippled and malformed in 
childhood by polio. 

He confessed and his sentence was 
doubled to 19 years. " He jus~ couldn't 
face going through it again," said a 
bitter fellow inmate. 

Other Americans were tortured 
following the latest escape attempt, 
according to the tapes. One inmate, it 
was said, was "put in a burlap sack 
and dunked in the ocean until he 

Mazatlan were beaten when arrested, 
the young American reported. 

Typical was a San Francisco 
resident who said he was arrested on 
drug possession charges, even though 
no marijuana or other drugs were 
found in his apartment. 

He was beaten for two hours, he 
said, including being shocked on the 
testicles with electric prods and being 
pistol whipped "closing one eye and 
tearing my ear really bad." He said 
he signed a confession in Spanish, and 
was never offered the services of 
either a lawyer or interpreter. 

Not until 10 days later did a 
representative of the U.S. Consulate 
show up, he said. "He (the vice 
consul) has caused more problems 
than he has straightened problems 
out," this inmate said. 

Vice Consul Parker was the target 
of most of the prisoners' criticisms. 
Several of those speaking on the tapes 
said Parker repeatedly told them 
there was "nothing I can do." 

A group of several of the American 
inmates said they had made what they 
considered confidential reports to 
Parker, only to suffere repercussions 
from the prison administration and 
the inmate committee which 
effectively runs the prison. 

They also claimed Parker warned 
them about making complaints to 
visiting state department officials 
who visited various Mexican jails 
recently seeking to authenticate 
charges of abuse. The prisoners said 
as a result of the warning, they were 
circumspect with the investigators. 

Several Americans also said agents 
of the U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration stood by, and in a 
couple of instances offered advice, 

confessed." 
Most of those incarcerated 

while they were being tortured after 
in their arrests. 

There were also reports ot evil ~ 
sanitation conditions. One inmate said 
he had run out of money so was forced 
to house himself in "the pit," a 
tar-paper covered, concrete-floored 
area between the two main cellblocks 
of the prison. If an inmate can pay 
enough to the Mexican convicts who 
run the prison under the aegis of the 
warden, they can have private or 
semi-private cells, American inmates 
said. If not, they go to-the pit. 

" It isn't so bad," this inmate said, 
"you get used to sleeping skin-to-skin 
with fellow inmates and to being 
kicked in the head and other parts by 
people making it to the john. But it has 
some drawbacks. 

"As a matter of fact, there are two 
sick guys upstairs with hepatitis," he 
said. "And they wash all their fecal 
matter and vomit down on top of us 
and it leaks on my bed and 
everywhere, on the ground. It's pretty 
gross." 

The question of health care was one 
of the inmates' most urgent concerns. 
Several said they were denied 
medical care for various ailments, 
including one who has suffered from 
symptoms of amoebic dysentary for 
five months without. being treated. 
Frequent appeals. to American 
consular officials have yielded no 
results, the inmates charged. 

Like in most Mexican (and 
American) prisons, drug traffic is 
unregulated. One midwestem inmate 
in his mid-20s said on the tape he has 
become a junkie since going to the 
Mazatlan prison. 

He was arrested on drug charges 
but was not a heavy drug user, the 
inmate said. He did confess to being 
an addict because under Mexican law, 
that carries lighter penalties. 

• 



• Ely t. Bergmann 
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ELY I. BERGMANN 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES 

215 N. FLORES ST. 

February 25, 1976 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman 
Presidents' Conference 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

\.fl-

Conference of Presidents of Major American 
Jewish Organizations 

838 5th Ave. 
New York 10021 

~~~ 
~~~[,,,Ar 

1 rl. 
Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

When I opened my Temple Beth-El Bulletin, I noted an a~:: )) /4~ r 
on Page 2 wherein you and other members saw fit to reverse the attitude ? 
of American Jews towards Mexico, after Mexico's vote in the General Assem- J ~~ 
bly regarding Zionism and their abstention on the SAME ISSUE in the UNESCO 1v- _.,fp 
vote, they did not have the decency to abrogate their vote. $ 

Where do you people get the audacity and authority to speak for 
the Jewish people? You do not speak for me or my family; you are nothing 
but a pack of blind group of well-meaning souls who are totally ignorant .~-
on the real Mexico. Your farcical pronouncement is ludicrous as well as lv- ~ 
ill-timed. Mexican Jews have never, REPEAT, NEVER been fully acceptable ~,-v-- / 
as first class citizens as Mexicans; in the press they are referred to as 
"extranjeros" or foreigners although they have been fully naturalized and/or 
born in Mexico. Furthermore, hundreds of Americans are languishing in fil-
thy jails waiting for trials on trumped up charges and have to bribe jailers 
and wardens to get food. You call this a liberal country? What are you Rabbis 
doing up there, thinking with your hearts or with your brains? 

This was an excellent opportunity to wrong many rights; it showed 
that we Jews have a clout but you misguided religious liberals, totally ig­
norant in the facts of life decided that "we are no longer confronting an 
adversary, but have regained a friend." You are frankly nuts or crazy or 
both. There are some 40,000 Jews in Mexico but Mexico affronted millions of 
Jews in the United States and throughout the world and you have the chutzpah 
to overlook this? Mexico's vote is a matter of legal record and until she 
abrogates her vote publically, I do not intend to follow your instructions; 
furthermore, my wife and I belong to some 6 Jewish organizations, and the first 
one that organizes trips to Mexico will cause me to resign at once and each 
group that goes into Mexico will lose a member. Once I am called a racist, 
and my enthic group is so identified, nothing will change my mind until the 
scum who made the prouncement is out of office, official apologies are made 
and a positive stand is taken •.. Mex o has not done that. If you and your 
ilk wish to love Mexico and go ther that's your business but don't you ever 
presume that you are talking for a Jews and especially me. 

yours, 

PERSONAL Ely I. Bergmann 



Mr~ Ely I. Bei-gmann 
215 NOl:'t .. Flores Street 
San Antoiu.o, T.e,:ae 

• r M· • Bergmann: 

rch 5, 1976 

Your letter of bruacy 25 makes assumptions which are erroneous 
and it would be helpful for ev ryone coneerned if you 1ere t,;, 
a.seer ain the facts ef re you con~e.'Iln. 
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d) Obviouply, there were 11iany . o l ~rr ouf fi .. c:".cnt rc:-:.:.:ions for 
reversing o r stand·, tr.any of wh~.cb .·ttmo .. le ~ut int" • ·int. 

e) In terms of the U.o\HC tour 1>rogrum and travel to l' icov. the 
matter received full and thorough diaausaion by ouJ Officers 
and Executive Contnittee. '!bey made the decision t(j r sume tours 
to ico, tt was not a unilateral decieic:m on my part. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. SChindler 
Chairman 



Mrs. Daniel Nathans 
2227 Crest Road 
Baltimore, Md. 21209 

Dear Mrs. Nathans: 

March 30, 1976 

Please forgive the delay in responding to ~r letter in reaar• to travel to 
Mexico. I have been doing a eat l of travelling durug the put few 
JDD1\tha and I trust you will t.n"gtve tide late rupo111e. 

First I must clarify the fact that tba Pruidezata' Confenace never called 
a boycott of travel to MeXtco. ?his was done by tile varioue organuationa 
with travel programs. The Preaideau' Cottf.,..e itself la not involved in 
any way in tour programs to any count~. 

A sub-committee of tbe Presidents' Conference did rtake a study of the 
situation regarding Mexican travel and they rec~nded to the conatituency 
that a change in the Mexican Gov4an1Dlllnt' policy toward Israel and the .Jewish 
people bad taken place and that tide chlage varrauted reconsideration. How-
ever, each organization had to det ne its own policy. I can tell you 
that the men and women who sit on the nb-CGllllllittee ara all of them devoted 
Jews and they reached their decision only after a real struggle of mind and 
heart. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler, Rabbi 
Chairman 
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'Mr. A. D. Simons 
210 No. Maguire 
Tues u. ri oua 85710 

Dear r. im ne: 

March 8, 1976 

It was thou htful of y • 
and I apprec u~ 
can ttnd o 
offical ca 
and I f 
letter• h . 

As it happens, I am going 
and this g ve • 
loathe to put i 
on Friday 1 ht­
the moment Id 
a call tote~ 
are at serv c 
the Oneg h~ 
not cert in 

With kindest eeting • 

Alexander M. Schind r 

l 
7 
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PHONE 51 2 /54 6- 3850 

TH£ BROWNSVILLE SECOND HAND STORE 
1125 EAST ADAMS STRE ET 

BROWNSVILLE, TEX AS 785 2 0 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
c/o Union American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 10021. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

March 3, 1976. 

I need your help. Not general help. Explicit help. 

SAUL A ND GERTRUDE LEVI NSON 

My wife and I live in Brownsville, Texas, which is on the border with 
Mexico. We know Mexico and have traveled there extensively. But we have 
not entered Mexico since its anti-Israel display at the United Nations. 

Now we have read that you and your organization say it is fine to travel 
in Mexico and spend our money there. 

But you do not say why. 

I am interested in the !Siz:• Yes, I read the news stories that spoke of a 
meeting some Jews had with some officials of Mexico. But so far as I can 
find, there is no mention of what was said at that meeting. Just some 
vague generalities have been reported. 

I am asking you to tell me what the Mexicans said that made you and your 
group feel that tourism to Mexico is fine again. I am not trying to contest 
you. My wife and I are anxious to go back to Mexico. We enjoy traveling 
there. 

But first I want to know what changed your feeling on the matter. And as 
I say, I want something concrete, not just an announcement that some people 
met together and all is now well. 

I see that many Jewish organizations are divided on the subject. That 
is why I feel it is important to have some specifics. 

I realize that you are a busy man. Nevertheless, I am asking that you sit 
clown to your typewriter and explain this Ao me. I is important. 

Muchas gracias y buena suerte. M~W-U"""""'""-c!llllill!~--...,_. 
aul Levinson 

1125 E. Adams st. 
Brownsville, Texas 78520. 



SPBCW. JaLIVUY 
IBGIS'DIID MAIL 

February 18, 1976 

t Ria Excell.-cy, TIie Mexicaa Ambuaadoi- JON Jun de Olloqui 
labal)' of Mmdco 
2829 16th Street, llorthweat 
Waahinaton, D.C. 

My Dear Mr. Aabas ..... t 

Rabbi Schindler ha1 J t te,JA!llMllle4 
1ni an tatenatloul --,:enaoe 

Where be u attencl­
tban OQII thouaand 

f,patilll Iii Chu Collfennce. del ... tn f1'0la ~ • 

labbi SchiDtllar bu uke ma to adv ,-,u • gr•t dietn .. , shared 
by CollfereMe ,-t1c1pan~, at 1.euld.aa tbit a l'.L.O. office la to be 
«.aad la Malce Cf.ty. Be wu ... t 4iauaPH by thia apon ad oa hl• 
ntuft to the Satu Rabbi 11111 Vlll aeeking to ... t with :,au 1a 
ol'der to tucn.11■ thit •~tar. • u14 back by the end of next ek 
ad will be telepbmuug :,ou in ordft' to t a tw11ly cosweaiaut 11Uti111 
t1-, 

With ld.nclut &l'Ntlnga. 

Youn Ve-;y Truly, 

Edith J. ller 
Aaaiataat t• the hut.dent 
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RABBl ALE:\.A?\DER .:\l . SCJ:11?\lJLEH • t:!\JO?\ OF A.MEHlCA!\ HEBREW CO!\GREGATJO?\S 

SPECIAL DELIVERY 
REGISTERED MAIL 

PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK. NY 10021 

February 18, 1976 

I 

His Excellency , The Mexican Ambassador 
Embassy of Mexico 

Jose Juan de Olloqui 

2829 16th Street , Northwest 
Washington, D.C . 

My Dear Mr . Ambassador : 

(212 ) 249-0100 

Rabbi Schindler has just telephoned me from Brussels where he is attend­

ing an international Conference on Soviet Jewry. More than one thousand 

delegates from thirty-two nations are participating in this Conference. 

Rabbi Schindler bas asked me to advise you of his great distress, shared 

by Conference participants , at learning that a P.L . O. office is to be 

opened in Mexico City. He was most disturbed by this report and on his 

return to the States Rabbi Schindler will be seeking to meet with you in 

orcier to discuss this matter. Re should be back by the end of next week 

and will be telephoning you in order to set a mutually convenient meeting 

time. 

With kindest greetings . 

Yours Very ?ruly, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 
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Mat• 
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los Judios Ponen 
fin al Boicot 

Se Recomienda Normalizar las 
Relaciones con Nuestro Pais 

NUEVA YORK, enero 27 (UPI). - "No solo he­

mos dejado de confrontar a un adversario, sino que 

hemos recuperado un ami~o", declar6 hoy el rabfoo 

Alexander N. Schindler hac1endo referencia a Mexico. 

Al reunirse la conferencia de presidentes de orga­

nizaciones judias de Estados Unidos, el rabino 

Schindler, que la preside, recomend6 que las relacio­

nes entre los grupos judios que actuan en este pais y 

Mexico se normahcen plenamente. 
Schindler dio a conocer a 

los delegados a la reunion un 
informe s.::bre las relaciones 
con Mexico , el que dice en 
parte: 

"Hemos estudiado las accio­
nes pertinentes y declaracio­
nes del gobierno de Mexico, y 
especialmente las del Pres1-
dente Luis Echeverria , y esta­
mos satisfechos de que ha 
ocurrido un viraje decidido 
en la actitud de Mexico hacia 
el sionismo, Israel y el pueblo 
judio. 

"Es nuestra recomendacion, 
por consiguiente, que nues­
tras relaciones se normalicen 
plenamente". 

Las treinta y ocho organiza­
ciones reunidas hoy en Nueva 
York, fueron las mismas que 
hicieron un llamamiento a los 
judios residentes de este pals, 
para que boicotearan los via­
Jes de turismo a Mexico, como 
consecuencia del voto de Me­
xico en las Naciones Unidas, 
el diez de noviembre , en fa­
vor de una resolucion que 
equiparaba al sionismo con el 
racismo. 

En la conferencia se indico 
que despues de ese voto, Me­
xico se ausento el diecisiete 
de diciembre de una reunion 
de la Organizacion ~ara la 

1 Educacion, la Cienc1a y la 
Cultura de las Naciones Uni­
das (UNESCO), en Paris, en 
que se sometio a votacion una 

, resolucion! por la que UNES­
CO adoptaria como documen­
to prop10 la resolucion contra 

) el sionismo, adoptada por la 
Asamblea General de la orga­

:> nizacl6n tnundial. 
~ Tamblen qued6 evidenciado 
s que Mexico se habia absteni-

do c,ando fue sometida a 

1 votachn en la Asamblea Ge­
p...-dl I.Ina ponencia que p"dia 
a s estados miembros/ en 

,. - ~ ... -
"\ V 

1or los arabes; que rrs1al- . 

Los Judfos 
(Viene de la Primera P6gina) 

gener~l. q ue desistieran de 
) sumln1s_trar armas O ayuda 

econ~m1ca a Israel ; y que 
1 tamb1en se abstuvo de votar 
s en _una reunion de la Organi-

z~cion In~ernacional de Avia­
:> c1on C1v1l , en Montreal, en 
J q ue se propuso la adopcion 
:.i como d(!~umento propio de la 1 

r resoluc1on de la Asamblea 
General contra el sionismo. 



. . 
J . SEYMOUR MARGULES 

APARTADO POSTAL 5-126 

GUADAL AJARA, JALISCO 

MEXICO 
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• Shir Ha-Ma'alot 
harbor reform temple bernard p. king, rabbi 

1400 w. balboa blvd . ■ newport beach , california 92663 ■ (714) 675-7230 

February 13, 1976 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
838 - 5th Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

I'm writing in response to an article written in the "B'Nai B'Rith 
Messenger" in the Friday, January 30, 1976 issue. In the article 
entitled, "Presidents Call Off Mexico Ban", you were quoted as follows: 

"We are satisfied that a decided reversal of Mexico's 
attitude toward Zionism and the Jewish people has, in 
fact, taken place." 

As the President of Shir Ha-Ma'alot Harbor Reform Temple, I've been 
called on by many in our community to respond to the current position 
toward the Mexico vote in the United Nations regarding the Zionism issue. 

Because of our close proximity to Mexico and my responsibility in my 
community, this issue is of paramount importance to me. 

As spokesman for Presidents of major American Jewish organizations, I'd 
appreciate your letting me know what the official position toward the 
issue is. As important, I would appreciate any official statement made 
by any organization that you might possess -- particularly those made 
official by B-Nai B'Rith or the Anti-Defamation League. 

I understand from Norm Eichberg, President of the Pacific Southwest Region 
of UAHC that you are currently visiting Israel. I know that you'll be 
trying to catch up upon your return and would appreciate your answer as 
soon as conveniently possible. 

Thanking you in advance. 

Si~ 

Leonard Levy t'j._ 
President, Board ~ Trustees 
Shir Ha-Ma'alot 



Ms. Naomi Levine 
An ric n Je ish Con ress 
15 East 84th Street 

York, N.Y. 10028 

Dear Naomi: 

January 30, 1976 

I have your letter ot January 28, and I hUten to uaure you that 
the press r port as it peared in th !)Mes of the New York Times 
dismayed m~ as m ch as it dismayed you. It c rtainly did not 
reflect the ntent of o rele se, or even its letter, for that 
atter. 

I am told that you ar out of town. Pleaae call e when you re­
turn so that I can tell you. I am certain that you will be satis~ 
fied with my expl tion. 

I ttach a copy of th tat m t which r lcaaed immediately on 
my return from Washington. 

itb armeat reg rds, I am 

incerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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AMERICAN H CONGRESS 

STEPHEN WISE CONGRESS HOUSE• 15 EAST 84TH STREET• NEW YORK, N. Y. 1002B, (212> 879-4500 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Chairman 
Presidents Conference 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Alex: 

January 28, 1976 

I was surprised t o read in this morning's Times the statement 
allegedly emanating from the Presidents Conference that 
"American Jewish l eaders have decided to call off their travel 
boycott t o Mexico ." The Times story specifically cites you as 
issuing a statement "explaining the ending of the boycott." 

Phil and Will tell me that you presided at the meeting of the 
Subcommittee at which there was a unanimous decision not to 
announce the lifting of the travel ban at this point. You will 
recall that some organizations voiced the need for time t o pre­
pare their membership for this decision. I understood that it 
was agreed further that at the appropriate time those organi­
zations that had travel programs would together decide how and 
when to announce the revocation of the policy of suspending 
tours to Mexico . 

The Presidents Conference runs no travel programs nor did it 
initially announce the imposition of a suspension of travel. 

I therefore cannot understand how this story could have emerged 
in the form in which it was published or how you could have 
permitted yourself t o be associated with the announcement it 
contains. 

This places us all in a strange and equivocal position. You are 
depicted as having declared an end t o the travel suspension while 
the rest of us who actually run such programs have yet to announce 
such action . 

It is all very puzzling and disturbing; and I >ilOnder i f you could 
be good. enough to tell me how it all came about. 

Sincerely, 

N
,,:J;1~L . ,· 

a'o'mi. evine 



Rabbi ~lexander Schindler, President 
Presi ent's Conference on Major Jewish 

Organizations 
515 Park Avenu 
New York, Jew York 10022 

Dear Alex: 

ay I extend person l congratulation and best wishes upon your 
election to ~~is hig et office i th rican Jewish Community. 
You need no reminder from me of the critical riod which we face 
and will challenge American Jewi h leadership in th days ahead. 
The task you have ace pte i formidable d I know that it will 
be skillfully dealt with. You can expect the utmost cooperation 
from all of us. 

In regard to th question of xico, I am ure that it is recog­
nized there will be difficulty to convey a positive image to the 
American Jewish conuuW1ity even if the facts ubstanti te and 
warrant this shift in attitude. I have no sp oific recommenda­
tion exc pt that it i my feeling that stat ments by themselves 
will not suffice. The ideal answ r would ho a new ction or 
statement by iexico. The Jewish community grass roots would 
find it nuch easier to understand.:. new shift in attitude and 
I believe we can then logically accept a positive action. un­
til this is forthcoming I believe that it will b a difficult 
task to change moods in the for eable future. 

-iany good wi hes in your important new office and hopefully you 
will be able to make your engag ment to be at Temple Israel in 
Dayton as scheduled. 

lith best wishes. 

PF:JG 
cc: Yehuda nellm n 

Sine rely, 

• 
Paul Flacks, Director 
Public Affairs D partment 



• VJ'. L£ ionist @rganization of ill merica 
u,,-,. ZOA HOUSE 

4 EAST 34th STREET • NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 

ZIONISM 
A BADGE 

OF 
HONOR 

J%ar it With Pride! 

WE ~R IT W1TH PRIDE! 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 




