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CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR 

515 PARK AVENUE 
NE\,V YORK, NEW YORK 1cxn2 
Plaza 2-1616 AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS uble Address : COJOGRA 

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS: 

Amer ican Israel Public 
Affairs Comm ittee 

American Jewish Congress 

American .'- \izrach, Women ·s 
Organization 

American Zionist Federation 

Ant i-Defamation League 

B'na i B'rith 

B'nai B'rith Women 

Bnaa Zion 

Central Conference of 
American Rabbis 

Council oi Jewish Federations 
and Wel fare Funds (observer) 

Hadassah 

Jewish Labor Committee 

Jewish Reconstructionist 
Foundation 

Jewish War Veterans 
of the U.S.A. 

Labor Zionist Alliance 

Mizrachi-Hapoel Hamizrachi 

National Committee ior 
labor Israel, Inc. 

National Council of 
Jewish Women 

National Council of 
Young Israel 

at ional Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods 

National Jewish Community 
Relations Ad asory Council 

National Jewish Welfare Board 

North Ameri can Jewish 
Youth Council 

Pioneer Women 

The Rabbinical Assembly 

Rabbinical ,Council of America. 

Union of Amerian Hebrew 
Congregations 

Union of Orthodox Jewish 
Congregations of Americ.a 

United Synagogue of Ameria 

Women's Am~rican ORT 

Women 's league for 
Conservat ive Judaism 

World Zionist Orginazation 
Amerian Section, Inc. 

Zionist Organization of Americ.a 

--~-,..- --,. -
• 

February 23, 1976 

Dear Colleague : 

I have deter!!lined to. act on the authority unaminously 
given to its chairi_.a.n by our Conference last year to ajd 
an additional meober to our staff to serve as aid to OU!" 

executive director, and to have specific res:;,::msibility 
for a rew York Des~ and to carry out the work of the _:ew 
York Actions Committee of the Presidents Conference. 

I asked Harold Jae bs of the Union of Orthodox Jewish 
Congregations of Acerica to serve as chairma...'1 of our 
personnel selection committee and he has graciously con-
s e nted to assur:.e this responsibility. He a...,d Faye Schen_".( 
of the American Zionist Federation , who will :ie .. :p hi!:! i:i 
this task, have developed the following q_uali fications ::'o:::
this position: 

1) A full coom tment to the cause whic!l I!X)ves us an::. 
is so central to our work - securing the futu=e ~=
Israel and our fellow Jews throughout the worl::.. 

2) A thoroug:- fa.ciliarity with the America., Jewish 
comm.unity in all o::' its diversities, especiall y ~ 
this p:.ura.1.isn rra...1'1.i fes1:s itself on -:he :Iew ':ork .;;cene. 

• 3) A sensiti-rity to, and respect for each of ~nese 
divergent expressions of mdern Jewish life. 

4) Proven co::ipetence in adminis t ration. 

5} Some experience in the work of organizing meetings 
and den:onstrations. 

I write now to seek your recoI!!Illendations for this position. 
Please send all na?!les and pertinent details to Harold Jacobs, 
c/o our Conference office. 

,rr--r ~ ~~· .. __,_~.,..... . ......... ,~. ,.,..~ ,...- ... 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Chairman 
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Union of .hlTlerican ne:I l'C'-.. :or 1-,erations 

838 Fifth Averme 

I:ew York , 1:ew York ll1 121 

.:Jear Rabbi Schindler1 

J':ar1,in Irom 

lh?-36 28th Averrue 

Flushinb 1;ew York 11354 

J•:arch 12 , 1976 

Today ' s JTA 5\llht ~r. E -.:,c.,ry about you r press conference mentioned your 

im.e:ntion to add a St1tft .e::.:..r; r to the }"residents I Conference . I ,,d.sh t o 

~nl ;r, :!.. t ~-. r,s.me as a c L • ,rli ..... -... ~ fo r that position and therefore enclose a 

in ':'eddy }:ollc k I s off1 cc 1 ,._T = ru sa.lem and , presently, ,..-i th the _t,.me:rican 

Zio:ast Yocth Foundation. do not wish to con.fine myself solely to that 

field , howeve r. I do feel, , hough , that this back~round , coupled with my 

inclinations toward and ~t- ... 1 ings for Israel , would enable me to rr.c:.ke a 

siEnificant contribution~- the Fresidents ' Coriference . 

I would welcome an or'· 1 t-unity to meet Kith you to discuss this 

matt.er furthur and look ! 
"' ·d to hearinr from you . 

Sincerely, 

¥.ar t i n Irom 
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---- PERSONAL BACKGROUND : 

OCCUPATIONAL BACKGROUND 

Director , Public Relations 

Director, Public Relations 

Assistant Director, 
Information Department 

Teacher 

Assistant Director 
Subrogation Department 

RESUME 
f 

Date of Birth: October 20, 1945 

Place of Birth : Rochester , N.Y. 
Marital Status: Married 
Children : Two 

.American Zionist Youth Foundation 

515 Park Avenue 
New York,N.Y. 10022 
October, 1975 

Reference , Mr . Don Adelman, Executive Director 

Duties : Writing & placing press releases, 

maintaining contact with media , researching 

background material, writing speeches & reports, 

editing pu lications . 

Jerusalem Foundation, Inc. 

36 Keren Hayesod St. 
Jerusalem, Israel 
May, 1973 - December , 1974 

R ferences : . Teddy Kollek , Mayor of Jerusalem 

Mrs . Ruth Cheshin , Director of the 
Foundation 

tis : riting and diting brochures , booklets 

and newsletters; o erseeing production of publi

cations; writing and placing press releases; 

writing reports on Foundation activities ; corres

ponding with donors and foreign dignitaries ; 

maintai ning contacts with the media ; organizing 

e ents , cer monies and functions; serving as liason 

benieen Mayor's office and visiting foreign dignitaries . 

Karen Hayesod - United Israel Appea l 

P.O.Box 583 
Jerusa em , Israel 
October, 1972 - May 1973 

Reference: Mr . Yitzhak Rogow 

Duties: Similar to those above : writing and editing 

publications; producing films and slide series ; 

writing and laying out advertisements ; organizing 

conventions. 

New York City Board of Education 

I.s. 55 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 
September, 1968 - June, 1971 

References: Mr. P. Jenkins, Mr. R. Ferlanto 

Teacher of Science and Social Studies 

International Adjusters, Ltd . 

John St. 
New York,N.Y. 
June, 1968 - September, 1968; June, 1967 - Sept., 1967 

Reference: Mr. W. Hei j mans 

., 

. Duties: Negotiating and settling marine insurance claim 



Interviewer 

Youth Leader 

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND: 

ACADEMIC AWARDS : 

l.ANGUAGES : 

-2-

Surveys Unlimited 
5th Ave. 
New York,N.Y. 
September, 1966 - June 1967 

Reference: Mrs . C. Paris 

t 

Duties : Field interviewer and surveyor for radio 
and television. 

Congregation Kneseth Israel 
Sage St. and Empire Blvd . 
Far Rockaway, N.Y. 
September, 1963 - June 1966 

Reference: Mr . Dov Gitler 

New York University 
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences 
Washington Square 
New York , N.Y. 
September , 1971 - June 1972 
M.A. Program in Department of Politics with 
specialty in International Politics 

Syracuse University 
College o_f Law 
Syracuse, N.Y. 
September , 1967 - June , 1968 

Queens College - of the City University of New York 
Flushing, N.Y. 
September, 1963 - June, 1967 
B.A. - Political Science 

New York State Regents Scholarship - 1963-1967 
Winner , Moot Court Competition, Syracuse University 
College of Law, 1968 

Hebrew - Excellent 

( 
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~J.l.J\ ~.) . . . 
MAYOR OF JERUSALEM 

November 20th 1974 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 

In my contacts with Martin Irom, serving in his 
position in the department of Public Relations 
in the Jerusalem Foundation, I found him to be most 
co-operative , and creative . In several instances 
we worked closely together on certain programs and 
I found his work to be of upgrade quality. 

He has my personal recommendation, as an individual 
and as a colleague . 

Sincerely, 

• 
eddy Kollek 

Mayor of Jerusalem 
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November 20th 1974 

TO WHOM IT MAY COlCERN 

Martin (Mordechai) Irom has been in charge 
of our public relations section for the past 
18 months, supervising this department in 
a most satisfactory manner. The work involved 
writing, publications, printing, scheduling, 
creation and fostering of an image for our 
Foundation, and working in both Hebrew and 
English with suppliers , artists, and inJ our 
correspondence. 

I fonnd him to be co-operative, helpful and 
creative in this position. He is a most 
reliable colleague'and it has been most pleasant 
working with him. 

I would, therefore, give him my personal 
recommendation . 

Sincere~ 

JL~~ 
Director 

1J90',-e, :c•p1.1n., rvo .66103-4 .66025 119?D .012 1K11 n.1,n .36 11o•n J1P .11n1 .c•,i.111• 
JERUSALEM, KEREN HAYESOD 36, P.O.B. 1312, TEL. 66103-4, 66025, CA~LE ADDRESS: SHALEMFUND 
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Oa ,uN,TCO ,e,P. 

HEAD OFFICE JERUSALEM. CABLES: Kl'RYESO0 JERUSALEM tl'PiJo. lEL. '5222 -~\:>. P.O.B. 58) ., .Jl. CODE 910001lP'D • o•wn• n•\?N"l,, n:re,•,n 

April 11 , 1973 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

Mr. Mordechai Irom served with the Department of Information of the Keren Hayesod -

. United Israel Appeal for a period of six months as a replacement for the permanent 

assistant to the Department, who was rendering his compulsory Army service. 
. . 

. 

Mr. Irom proved himself to be a most competent worker, able to adapt to the needs 

of the Department, and with a flair for public relations' work. He has the ability 

to express himself in written form and.has a sound knowledge of Hebrew . I_• give him 

my h_i ghes t recommendation. 

Sin~1Y-YJ, 

/ (>· 
/ 

Yi tzhak Rogow- -
Di rector{/ .. 

YR/kc 

involvement * 
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Rabbi Charles D. Lippman 
lleth Am Temple 
60 Madison Avenue 
Pearl River, N.Y. 10965 

Dear Chuck: 

June 10, 1977 

Thallk. you for your l tter of May 31st. I was pleased 
to learn of your interest in a past with the Presidents' 
Conference., 

There is a selection conuittee which will be handling 
this matter an I am herefore taking the liberty of 
sharing yow; res with the committee. 

With kindest gree~ings, Ta 

Sincerely, 

Ral;>bi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chiarrnan 
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RABBI lRWI M . BLANK 

TEMPLE 0HABEI SHALOM 

1187 BEACON STREET 

BROOKLI E, MASSACHUSETTS 02146 

March 12, 1976 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, 
Chairman Presidents Conference 
c/o Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Alex: 

I have heard that there is a possibility 
that the Presidents Conference wilt be establish
ing a New York desk. 

Herman Brown, who served admirably as Director 
of the Jewish Community Council of Greater Boston, 
is interested in looking into the possibility of 
fitting that post, should it be establishedo I 
recommend him highly and would suggest that you 
meet with him if it suits your purposeso He has 
considerable experience in community relations and 
is very able in his ability to organize various 
kinds of projects and reaching the media. 

Ellie joins me in sending fond regards to you 
and Rheao 

IMB/fd 

~· 
Irwin Mo Blank 
Rabbi 

f 



.. 
Perry Davis 
131 Riverside Drive 
N.Y.C. 10024 

March 2, 1976 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

The attached is sent for your consideration at the suggestion 
of Mr. Harold Jacobs . 

cc. Mr. Harold Jacobs 



Dr. Perry I. Davis 

Personal 

es 1va College, B.A. magna cum laude in political science (1969) 
Coltunbia University, .~LA. in political science (1972) 

, Coltnnbia University, M.Ph. in political science (1974) 
Coltnnbia Univeristy, Ph.D. in political science (1975) 

Dissertation Topic: 1HE NEW YORK CITY INSTIWTIONALIZED MAYORALTY: 
Development in the Lindsay Years 

Honors 

Woodrow Wilson Fellow (1969), New York State Regents Fellowship, 
New York State Regents Scholarship 

Pi Gamna ~!u (National Social Science Honor Society), Dean's List, 
College awards in political science and speech 
Distinctions in graduate divisional examinations 

Professional ~erience 

AUvJINISTRATION: 
Aug. 1974 - present - Special Assistant to 
Board Member, N.Y.C. Board of Education 

Feb. 1974 - July 1974 - Program Manager, Bureau 
of Purchased Social Services for Adults (Human 
Resources Administration) 

Sept. 1973 - Jan. 1974 - Assistant to the Mayor 
Feb. 1973 - Sept. 1973 - Aide to the . fa.yor 

Sumner and Fall of 1970, Summer, 1972 - .Aide to 
the Mayor's Administrative Assistant (1970 
assigrnne!lt as 217 A.P.S.A. Intern in State and 
Local Gove1Tii!lent.) 

Surr:mers of 1967 - 1969 - Urban Corps Internship 
·work -at N. Y. C. Transportation Acfa1inistration, 
Mayor's Urban Action Task Force, and City 
Administrator's Office 



1EACHil\G: 

RESEARQi: 

Professional Affiliations 

Fall Semester, 1974, Adjtmct Instructor of Poli ti cal SciEmce, ?-feclgar Evers College, City L1:liversity of ?:ew York 

Spring Semester, 1971, Columbia College, taught Seminar-Institute in American Politics and Social Change under Professor Alan \~estin. 
Feb. - JLD1e 1972, Oct. 1972 - Feb. 1973, Columbia's Bureau of Applied Social Research, Graduate Research Assistant with the Bureau's New York Neighborhood Project (The Project is studying the effects of administrative decentralization in addition to ethnic and ftmctional group linkage patterns in var.ious New York City neighborhoods.) 

Fe~er~tion of Jewish Philanthropies - Committee on Government Relations National Jewish Commission on Law and Public Affairs (Board Member) American Political Science Association Academy of Political Science 

Publications 

Co- author, Bibliography of Jewish Commtmal Services 1960 - 1970 (New York, Jewish Federation) 1972 (chapter on Je,~·ish-lHack Relations) 
New York City Urban Corps: The Educational Component. Official report submitted to Urban Corps in the City A~~inistrator's Office, 1969. 

Various articles published in Yeshiva and Columbia publications. Unpublished master's essay - The f-.Iayor' s Administrative System. 
Unpublished monograph - The Economic Opporttmity Act of 1964: Congress and the Institutionalized Presidency. 

Book R:cview of Step}1en Isa.a.cs JeNs and A..rnerica..1. Politics in i-Torldview (July-August 1975) Volume 18, Nu~bers 7-8, 
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February 12,1976 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Conference of Presidents of Major American 

Jewish Organizations 
8J8 5th Avenue 
New York,N,Y. ,10020 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

Two weeks ago I read in the Jewish \leek about your plans as Chair
man of the Conference of Presidents to direct attention to substansive 
issues in American Jewish life and enga~ in intermediate planning, with 
some additional staff, 

As an active Jewish feminist, one from a traditional background, I 
believe that one of the most pressing issues that needs to be dealt with 
is the more complete integration of Jewish Women in equal roles in reli
gious, educational and communal lif'e , 

For 5 months this :fall I worked as staff coordinator (organizer, 
fund raiser, and public relations director) for the Jewish Feminist Or?"
anization, in an attempt to unify the scattered efforts of women in all 
walks of life to gain m.Qre equal participation . Unfortunately, though a 
tremendous amount of interest and concern for womens issues was evident, 
we were unable to gain financial SU:'Jport ,from the Jewish "establishment" 
organizations and had to discontinue for lack of money. This left me not 
only unemployed but very frustrated, knowing the ur~ency of the work that 
remains undone. 

Perhaps the Presidents Conference, concerned with the quality of 
Jewish life an~ Jewish survival sees the importance of developing some 
projects to ~eet the challenge. I read that you plan to add professional 
staff to the Conference to help it operate more effectively, and I thought 
the experience and background that I have had might be helpful in many 
ways. 

I would like the opportunity to meet with you and discuss the nossib
ility of my involvement. Please call me at your earliest convenience to 
set up an appointment. 

Thank you very me.ch. 

Sincerely yours, 

Esther Farber 

P.S. I am enclosing a••copy of a draft of an article I submitted to Breira 
for an upcoming issue of Interchange. 



• 
JDIISH SURVIVAL1 1' HOSG 11.t:!3 ~'CNSIBI1I"''Y? by ~sther ~'arber 

Cur.cently, in the Le,ht 01 the social u;,heava.l of' the wo,;1ens liberation 

movement, the liberation of 9~ worr.en is an c>.S L'E>ct of Je1dsh lije tha.t is of 

increasingly dema.ndin~ concern. Jhile the eyes 01 the civilized world have foc

used on the tangible and iwninent ·thre~.t. to the c1..xvival of the Jewish people:, :..·:t 

hostile enemies, we who are threatened, struf;:;le ~o n.aintain an eouilibrium of 

pere-pective necessa.rf for dealing with our da.y to c.Jay liw?~ while ;ceenin7 si[ht o 

of om· fzrture destiny as Jews. At ti111es the pressure bomb.<:!.rds us on so lll3.llY fronts 

that it becomes almost iinoossible to unscramble priorities. (;n the one h.'!Uld, we 

must ward off the attacks of the :t:rLacherous Arabs while on the other we contin~e 
J .i,0t,sM 

to build from within the positive strengths that insure the continu,ty of eattthm . 

.l.t!ention to family life, ed~cation , and co1 nunlty structure in the f~ce of the 

tfoeld situation requiz-es a balancin~ act of rreat sensitivity. 

Throuehout histoi-y we Jews - whether ghettoized or ~ss1rr~lated - MW main

tained a sense of ourselves as a people apart; thou c-;h neve1· isolated from, the 

secular csoc1etJ that 5urrouz ded t.s. By inter· ctin:, a.'1:J co..,inc: with the forces 
Sr•f"1+.1"(/'1 

of civilization we have emerised morall)I and a,,t1 I; ,all:Y inta<..t in a way that no 

\"cw 
other ancient nation has. To·"-i:7norc the Ude or hictory in the secular i-rorld 

that is dema.ndinc equs.l reco?;nition and responsibility for women or to ..rrltc !t 
~ClJ 1J he. • 

off as a '!}a.Ssing fad or a ••secular bandwaron" -. disn11ssal of 1ncontovert1bltl 

reality. 

1~~ne eveninB :recently my husl-.a.nd and I attended a surprise 20th anni versar.1 

r,arty for a cou:ple who a.re close :frienc.s. The ·11fe, a b:rilllant woJ;an who has been 

3. commun 1 ty leader in J ewb'i. volunteer Orf-a! d .:-.. :,:\ions while rai sine three younr, 

children• is now developing a successful ct •. •. • as a le~21 :!."esearchor. Ae the 

evening progressed and ~imc came for 11aftE:::- .l~ ,ner11 s -:;e(lche·s, my f:dend rose, and 

1n an emotional voice said, 11
--- with due d.polc; ,:;1es to ,ny liberated friend (and -~----

she called out m;y na.:-ie) 1 want to a6mowledg-e 1r.y dee? debt to :ny tieloved and 

scholarly father, and to my loven:.., husband who has bePl"! sc St:.)'.,port5 ve of me t.:1ese 



V 

20 year'5 o f0r everyt.hinr; I o.:n r I Qi;c to t.he :11~. l was mo:;1entarily shoc~d to hep,r 

my name so unexpectedly, but wh~n the surprise of af:p.in find.inf: myself' the token 
+i\~ (. 

"radical" of Mat groun pasa<'d, wha.t struck me was ·th"'..t. r.iy friend'\__ uni versall,,r 

recognized as an intelloct\.lcl.l, ca.;13.ble, and &ccomrlished person) seemed so 
ow,,-lf--, 11 ~ C<-ttJ 

uncomfortable a,'t)l)ut o .Ur l 11 cred.1 t th:1t she mlfht take for her ot-m achievements. 

lias I _..>i•-ojecting my O"lm :raiseJ. consc~ ousness onto her? Perha:,a. 

It appears too fi·eo_uent.ly t.hc::.t educate:i Jewish wo'l'ler. who have achieved ?OS-

1t1ons of responsibility and leadership are re:!.~1cta.nt. to acknowlcdee their own 
~ 

abilities. Speaking on a panel of "Chanpine Roles of 'fomen in Jewish Federations", 

one of the only women presideats of a lar.""8 City Federation stated that she be

lieved that she &ad attained her post "by accident" and confessed that it had 

"never even occured to her" that she rni dlt rea.ch the top. That women bel1 ttlo and 

demean themselves ar.d continue to identify themstlves only through t~e men in their 

livec reflects a serious .roblem , Should not Jewish women be encourae-ed to treat 

themselves more fairly'! Are these models that we would like our daughters to follow? 
~ .... W•bwte.n 

And is it in the best inteJ.'eSts of the strengthening of Jewish lifelto denie;rato 

~elves so? 

On tho other hR.r.d, there are many women who are concerned and who are c:..ues-

tionin ;1 on a more personal lr.vela What does it mean to be n.#conuni tted Jew in the 

1?70's? Uha·~ does it r.iean tc he a feminist? And f'.l'.'e the two recond.leable? These 

a.J.'El the issue:s tna.t 'bt::tp11 to b€ cle3.lt with by l~50 you.l'l.<~ women who attended the ft 

first national Jerri~h ~fo.nens Conference sponsored by the Jewisl'. Students Network 

in februe.ry 1?73, ':'hcsG n:re the issues that led to the fon:18.tion of the Jewish 

Feminist Ortz;,.r.1za.tio, in Ap-r~ 1. 1974 for the -nurpose of joi:ain,:~ to£:ether Jewish 

women of all ar:es and outlooks to "seek full direct anti eoual pa.rt.1cipat1on of womon 

at ~ levels of Jew-ish ltfe - com.rauna.:i., rclil"ious, educational an<l political"• 

This group ains to bring about crea.tive chanfe in thQ Jeuish Community through 

the formation of et:cudy ;r.roupe, consciousness raisir, ~:,; o ~ouns, and distribution of 

educational ma teria.ls, ·th0 develonment of confe::i:-ences, workshops and seminars to 

f d ~ CA ~ ~1 ~ I rt?S' 
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.1 
~ 

e:,cplore issues of concern ·i;o Jewish .,,orr.en, ,. mc.intaining of a speakers btareau, 

and the development of n0n-se:dst cducation.:J.l n.aterb.ls for use in Jeuish schools. 
e.k:(J /v.-e_ 

Till now there has not existed any :Jingle organi:::ad atte:!l~t to c·spJw,ec,ithe chang-

in,J needs of women vis a vis the clia.nginb neods of the Jewish cora:.nuni ty and to seek 

alternatives to existing ssta.blished methods of en~.!lcin :0 Jewish coill!llittnent and 

increasi.1g Je1dsh invc;lvemcmt for women. 

Th~-e are many special pro'bleras that need to be con:frontedo We need to exam-
J~m:11e 

ine J€td.sh law to de:l:01&::Ub views that concern Jewish uomen. An examination and 

thorough understanding of Ha.la.cha. by Je 1sh wo.:ien :;.s essc1 -'.:.ial on t~ro grounds. 

We live 1n revolutionary times. Before .-ie initiates \;hange one has to be a.ware 

of what needs to be changed. And even m&re important, we must learn 112!! change 

can be a:ffected in a way that ,1il:. not undermine or weaken the fiber of that 

heritage that we are seekin~ to strengbi1on by a. more r,,eaningful !>articination. 

No L1a.tter what th" a.i':filiatio.1 - froiJ. ortnodo.;c to roco:.1structionist - ·r.he prin

cipals of religious exprission and oosorva.nce of ruizvot were set do\'m •d inter-

preted by men, and to a great extc~t women are excluded from real yarticipa.tion 

in spiritual life. The restrictions that once served the colll!!'unity well a.re non 

causing deep frustrations and resentmen-" because they keep i,omen 1n a second 

class position unnecessarily, We risk losing the ~orr..:i.itt:nent of women who don't 

find fulfillment 1n Judaism as serious and dire.ct participants. 

In .iewish Synago0,1es, Schools, and Or~iza.tions women can no lonr,er be 

satisfied by their old roles of tea-servers and ,noney raisers. The imbalance of' 

women on decision raaking ooards, absurd in the past, is more absurd tocla.y in,¥' 

view of the desperate need for capable and responsible leadership. When the 

existence of our institutions is threatened daily, we c...n't afford +.o lose 

half of our :potential bu.nan resources. In an ini'ormal survey of Orthodox IA3.y 

Schools in the 1~ew Yor!t a.re:J., it nas found that t.i1e Boards of Directors or 

Trustees were ovezwhellllinc;ly male dominated a.nd in c.ises whero frol:il. 3 to 6 woaen 

were on the board there was a &-eneral :resestance to their ecceptance or to ex-
011B of-~ l"YICSr 

pand11w their numbers. E~ren t:isl , •• i.lrmovati ve set col educa. tionally, until g: 
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eecent.ly cnly "allowed"wi:o".len to sit in on 1J&l.?.'1i. 1:1.eetir,gs "by virtue of their 

affiliation with the PTA, and J yea.ts after mov1-:1g to include women as voting -

members, ~ 5 out of 60 mombers were women. Often rue~bership is denied to 

wcmen who husbands serve on the board, therby irnplying that wom~m cannot reason 

logically, judge competently, or act as thoughtful lndividua.ls on critical issues 

in the presence of their huebends. From a K'lal or community point of view, women 

are considered as an appendage - incapable of acting indepently of the:i.r husbands. 

Unfortunately, we seem to condition women to concur on these beliefs in many 

instances, often subconsciously. A more liberated approach to the recognition 

of women( being more a.ttm1ed to the validity of womens exproaaion and point of 

view) might keep young feminists from leaving the Jewish community by offlrine 

a more satisfying experience and involvement. 

The overall attitude towards Jewish women as W1important in ritual ceremonies 
5vvh c>.5 6r",f' a,,nJ Jl,a,:/-

•• ,, sn lutadall: II tTJBw Mizva relegates female children to an inferior pos-

ition that probably has serious effects on their psychological development. 

Our dau{shters cannot be all that oblivious to the obvlo..is stature and 6tran,d cele

brations that attend their brothers on these occasions. Is it wise to continue 

to "relieve" wo•en of the obll@p.tion (and privilege) of daily prayer a.ta. time 

when the technical aspects of daily living no 'ongcr demand the same restrictions 

as in the pa.at? 

Jetrish e~ucation remains sexist both in staffing and curriculum, Teachers 

are underpaid and underrespected. Few scholarly men enter the ~ield because of 

the low status of teaching, thereby depriving young children of ma.le role models 

tn school. At the ea.me time the attempt to educate younc girls lbs often half

hearted (well. shA's only a girl, she shouldn't be too smart).E lack of factual 

information or serious L,derstanding of Juda.ism accomoda.tes the blind acceptance 

pf the myths a.bout Jewis~'l women, their :personalities, behavior, and potential. 

We thus perpetuate d.estructive attitudes towara.s marriage, sex·..ality, l)a,rt1c1-

pation in religious ritual, and of course the s·c.~reotyped roles of men and women 

in Jewish family lif;.-J w,,: a.re ha"t)e:i:.-ing the very people ir. \-,hose hands will rest 



... 
ct.s:_. the reaponsibility of transmittin~ the traattion to t~e next iS8narat1onA-mothers 

or teaci1ers. 

As long as the text·books _p0,:tray women as p~ople whose place is in the heme, 

who do not dD important noxk or wa.n::e important d.eciaions, who usually sta."ld by 
and observe passtvely while t e ~n t:!,'O -to wo::-k or to shul to provide for the 
family's economic and spiritual well being, wa atiflo ti.1s maximization of the 

no-tta.lent, bra.ins and potential power of our woi;ien. These stereo·:;ypes a.""e Mt 2 mg:x < 
consis~ent with life today. ~ter numoers of women are part of the w~rking 

world an~ there is a steady though slow increase of women in decision making 

roles. Our outmoded educational mate::ials continue to 1mprese upon the minds of 
young .i'ema.le children the confusing message that "this is how things should be0

, 

so that as they grow up their aspL:ations are often dampened by the conflicts 

of meeting unrealistic expectations • .. , 
The image of f\ r>a,ssi ve thouv1 eneri;etic f ema.le whose male dominated home 

surrounds her with all the comforts of life has oven riae to the ugly nega.tive 
stereotype of the Jewish American ~rincess.whose ca...."'8, feedinJ and :pampering are 
all totally dependent upon the good will of the men in her lif-e - father a.nd 

"l-· .. ,, -t. ......... ., ~-, husband. The connotation of JAP, is no lon -;-er e,'Ood f'or a la.ugh. As nomen aea.lize -~ • ·,_ : 

themselves and their hwna.n i)Otential, many find that hhey are totally dissatisfied 

in their olt\ roles. Even a woman who clings to the traditional wa:rs and believes 

herself" sa"'.1sf'1ed cannot remain untouched by the consta.nt prtssure of the changin~~ 
' social climate., She vay soon f:lnj hersllf aware that 1n exchange for comfort 

and security she ma.de success possible for her husband, raising the chil~n 

and establishing a. home she played the cruc1a.l rolo of "enabler" perhaps at the 

expense of her own development, e1 ther socially, intellect...ially or spirH,ua.lly. 

As for continuity of Jewl~h fam!l _: life t one of the most often cited argu.1!.ents 

of opponents to the Jewish Fe:Jinist ;-:ovement is that it is c!estructive to this 

r:dinstay of our survival. The tradit·i.on.a.1 husband-wife relationship fostered 

comfort, a sense of bel'°f:ln.; and a. built in system of dependency. 'I'here were few 

options and feu riaks. It is pleasant -co t hink th::-.t thin::rs were :perfect in the 

. 
.,.,1 
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good old days when roles were clc·arly defined, But it•s be,lin.i,1ng to look lil:e 

--that aystem didn't work for ev cy'hody. Thou2n many ln the modern society are 

trying to hold on to the fortr-..ss of security that Jewish family life was supposed 
r-· ~~~ 

to provide }l~~w does one account for the disturbing ~of the anthor:_ta.r' "Ul 

father, the "perfect" Jewioh husbar,o., the JAP , and the nagging rnatriar~!_::_]rhe 

idea.ls of male-female ~ela.tionships that develope a real sense of mutuality a.~d 

respect and provide and stable and positive background for our offspring have 

been c;enerally elusive . Perl:13.ps we need to~ n:o:re honest about the effective

ness of our J.'8ht1onsh11)s and ouf1}t build into our systcl!!. the sense of ourselves 

as unique individuals ·"'1..-th persor:a.l cont~l o:f our destinies that is inbexent 
+i(,t!.-

in oux basic tea.chir:ce;. Idealo~-!ca.lly, our Torah reco;}lizes ta!t. unil!_ueness and 

dignity of every human bein,>!: crea:~\...d eq_uall~~ in the Ima.e;e of G-d, but in reality 
51r,··,1 

the powerjof societal structuring and 1nterp::-::-etJat1on of our leg.al ststems belcncs 

to only half of our h1.<111.a.n population - the men . 

Hopefully, serious and responsible neo le who are coneemed with Jewish 

identity and survival will confront these and other issues that challenge JeNish 

women today and will work towards a more acco;itable 1:nter;ra.tion of ·,•?men int.o 

Jewish life. 

enc!. 

Esther Farber, active in Jewish communal life, has served as staff coordinator 

for the Jewish Feminist Orc,an1zat.ion, She is the roc-ther of three liberated sonso 




