
3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
 513.487.3000 

AmericanJewishArchives.org 

MS-630: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler Digital Collection, 1953-1996. 
Series B: Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations, 1962-1996. 

Box Folder 
    23         4 

Task force proposals, 1976. 

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the  
American Jewish Archives website. 



PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL 

His Excellency, Simcha Dinitz 
Ambassador of Isr el to the U.S. 
1621 22nd Street, N.W. 
Washington1 D.C. 20008 

Dear Simcha: 

May 11, 1976 

For what it's worth, I just want you to know that I have a very good and close contact with Brown now. 

With warmest regards, I am 

I 
I 

Sincerely, 

Alexander . Schindler 



PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL 

Mr. Morris Ami tay 
AIPAC 
1341 G Street. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Morrie: 

Mays. 1976 

For what it's worth, I now have a contact with Brown and should you 
wish to utilize it please don't hesitate to let me know. I am also 
beginning to establish closer lines with the Carter ~rgantzation. 

It was good to get such a fine report on the AIPAC Policy CDnference. 
I understand it went well and was a good session. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



~:arch 4, 1976 

Mr. Mor,::f.s J. Jlmitay, Executive Director 
American Israel Public Affair COmmittee 
1341 G. Street, N.W. - Suite 908 
Washington. D.C. 20005 

Dear Morrie: 

Many thanks for you~ letter of Febl"U4ry 27 and the materials 
you shared with me. I am grateful. 

I'll be meeting with Larry Tisch on the 11th of this Month 
and will discuss this matte.r with him. I' 11 keep you posted. 

With repeated thanks &n.d warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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AMERICAN ISRAEL PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
1341 G STREET, N. W. • SUITE 908 • WASHINGTON , D. C. 20005 • (202) 638-2256 

Morris J. Amitay 
Executive Director 

February 27, 1976 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

I am enclosing a number of items which are causes for 
concern on Carter's positions on the Middle East. 
In addition to what there is down on paper, it should 
be noted that Carter's foreign policy adviser is 
Zbigniew Brzezinski, an academic, whose published 
works on the Middle East issue are not encouraging. 

I must stress the extremely confidential nature of 
Ken's memo to me and neither of us should be mentioned 
as well as Alan Baron. Please treat the memo on 
Carter's position on Soviet Jewry and Israel for 
its factual information only -- it has not been 
prepared by us. I have also included a brief 
summary of Carter's appearance before your own 
organization only to present the impressions of 
AIPAC's observer. Finally , there is Carter's descrip
tion of himself as a "Christian" - - a fact, which 
while not in dispute , is usually not put forward 
publicly as a qualification for high office!! 

I enjoyed having our talk at lunch yesterday, 
and I look forward to working closely with you 
in the future . 

With best wishes. 

Morris J. Amitay 



PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL 

M4y 4, 1976 

Ilia EY.cell ncy, Simcha Dinitz 
Israel Ambaasador to the u.s. 
1621 22td ~t., li.W. 
Washµigton, D .. 20008 

Dear i. ha: 

. cl in~ 

• 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 5, 1976 

Dear R~dler, 

I have shared not only your letter of September 28 but 
other similar inquiries as well as my own concern over 
the scheduling of the debates with those of my colleagues 
who work on scheduling matters. 

There is considerable appreciat ion of the problem created 
by the Friday evening presentations. I understand, however, 
that the difficulty of coordinating all the schedules 
involved, especially those of the television network s , 
makes it unlikely that the Presidential debate will be 
moved to a different date. 

id H. Lissy 
Associate Director 
Domestic Council 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York , New York 10021 
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MAILGRAM SERVICE CENTER 
MIDDLETOWN, VA, 22645 ,,, ... M ·1 ® 

western union a1 gram 
2•0401b5E27b002 10/02/76 ICS IPMMTZZ CSP NYBA 

1 2032270232 MGM TDMT WESTPORT CT 10~02 0730P EST 

AM SCHINDLER 
838 SAVE 
NEW YORK NV 10021 

THIS MAILGRAM IS A CONP.IRMATION COPY OP THE FOLLOWING MESSAGES 

2032270232 MGM TOMT WESTPORT CT 168 10•02 0130P EST 
ZIP 
PRESIDENT GERALD FORD 
WHITf HOUSE 
WASHINGTON DC 20500 
IN B HALF OF THE CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH 
ORGANIZATIONS I RESPECTFULLY REITERATE OUR REQUEST FOR A MEETING ~ITH 
VOU 1 WE ARE ANXIOUS TO EXPLORE MATTERS OF URGENT CONCERN TO OUR 
COMMUNITY ANO WE WOULD BE GREATFUL WERE YOU TO ACCEDE TO OU~ REQUEST, 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

AS YOUR PROBABLY KNOW A. L.IKE INVITATION WAS EXTENDED TO AND ACCEPTED BY • 
GOVERNOR CARTER ANO SUCH MEETINGS FOLL.OW THE ?RESIDENCE OF PAST 
PRESIDENTIA~ ELECTION CAMPAIGNS 

OUR CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS AS WELL AS R~PRESENTATIVES OF THE PRESS 
HAVE BEN ASKING ME WHETHER THERE HAS BEEN A RESPONSE TO OUR SEVERAL 
EARLIER ORAL AND WRtTTEN INQUIRYS AND IT WOULD BE MOST HELPFUL TO HAVE 
A DEFINITE ANSWER 

• 
• 

APPRECIAjING THE MANY DEMANDS MADE ON YOU AT THIS TIME WE WOULD BE • 
HAPPY TO MEET WITH YOU IN ANY COMMUNITY TO WHICH Y~UR CAMPAIGN SCHEDULE 
MAY TAKE YOU AND AT ANY TIME CONVENIENT TO YOU PROVIDED OF COURSE THIS 
TIME DOES NOT CONFLICT WITH THE SABBATH OR HOLY DAY • 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION 

RABBI AL!XANDER M SCHIND~ER 
515 PARK AVE 
NEW YORK NY 10021 

1q130 EST 

MGMCOMP MGM 
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2127521616 MGM TORN MANHATTAN NY ~00 09~21 '. 1154A .. . ZIP . . •· • -::.··: --· 
PRES I OENT GER ALO R FORD '. t,:, _ 
WHITE .HOUSE 
WASHINGTON DC 20500 

•: . 

= J"-: ... ·.,..:- • 

I WOULD LIKE TO T-AKE . HUS OPPORTUNITY ON BEHALF· OF ·,. THE CONFERENCE· OF ••. -~ 
PRESIDENTS OF ~AJOR AM~RICAN JEWIS~ ORGANIZATIONS - TO INVITE YOU TO MEET 
WITH OUR CONFERENCE . AT A MUTUALLY AGREEABLE PLACE AND DATE. 

. . . 
·wE WOULD WELCOME THE OPPORTUNITY TO ~EAR YOU PRESENT YOUR VIE~S ON THE 
~REAT ISSUES CONFRONTING OUR ~AT!ON, ··. ~ 

·.\.~}~::-.. . AS YOU KNOW, THE CONFERENCE OF. PRESIDENTS EMBR4CES ·1i · coALITION OF 32 
MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATibNS, OUR LEADERSHIP HAS MET WITH YOU IN-,. 
THE PAST AT VARIOUS TIMES AND WE WOULD BE PLEASED INDEED IF YOU WOULD ;_ ..• _-.. 
ACCEPT OUR INVITATION, RESPECTFULLY YOURS .. ::'--:: :; .... - '·- _,-:·):-fj/'- ,-i)~.\:.'• 
RABBI ALEXANDER M SCHINDLER, CHAIRMAN : · ' ·: -/' • :;~£: •• ) {?~ 
CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS OF .MAJOR A.MERICAN JEWisH•"oRGANIZATIONS .. . .. _, -

11:5Ll .EST 

MGMCOMP. MGM 
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·CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 515 PARK AVENUE . 
-OF fVlAJOR 
AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 
Plaza 2-1616 
C1ble Addren : COJOGRA 

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS: 

American Israel Publ ic 
Affairs Commi ttee 

American Jewi sh Congress 

American Mizrach i Women 

American Zionist Federation 

Ant i-Defamation League 

B'nai B'rith 

B'na i B' rith Women 

Bnai Zion 

Centra l Conference of 
American Rabbis 

Council of Jewish Federations 
and Welfa re Funds (observer) 

Hadassah 

Jewish Labor Committee . 

Jewish Reconstructionist 
Foundation 

Jewish War Veterans 
of the U.S.A. 

Labor Zionist Alliance 

Mizrach i-Hapoel Hamizrachi 

National Commi ttee for 
Labor Israel, Inc. 

National Council of 
Jewish Women 

National Counci l o f 
Young Israel 

National Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods • 

National Jewish Community 
Relat ions Advisory Council 

National Jewish We lfare Board 

North American Jewi sh 
Youth Counci l 

Pioneer Women 

The Rabbinical Assembly 

Rabbinical Counci l of America 

Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations 

Union of Or_thodox Jewish 
Congregations of America 

United Synagogue of America 

Women's American ORT 

Women's League for 
Conservative Judaism 

World Zion ist Organization 
American Section, Inc. 

Zionist Organiza tion· of America 

September 21, 1976 

Mr . David H. Lis sy, As sociate Director 
Domestic Council 
The Whit e House 
Washing t o n , D.C. 20500 

Dear David, 

Please note t hat I have sent the following telegram 
to the Pre sident: 

"I would like to take this opportunity on 
beh alf of the Con f erence of Presidents of 
Major American J ewish Orga nizations to invite 
you to meet with our Conference at a mutually 
ag r eeable place and date. 

We would welcome the opportunity to hear you 
present your views on the great issues con
fronting our nation. 

As you know, the Conference of Presidents 
embr a ces a coalition of 32 major American 
Jewish organiza tions. Our leadership has • met with you in the past at vario us times 
and we would be pleased indeed if you ~o uld 
accept our invitation. 

Respectfully yours , 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman 
Con f erence of Pre sidents of Maj o r Ameri can 

Jewish Organizations 

With all best wishes for the coming New Year I remain, 

AMS:jj 

/,-Jo~dially your-:, . 

C&!t,__,~LL ~---
.. Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Chairman 



Mr. Al Chernin 
Executiv Director 
NJCRAC 
55 est 42nd Street 
New York, N. Y. 10036 

Dear Al: 

May 3, 1976 

I have your letter recommending that the President•' Conference coordinate 
its efforts vie-A vis the platforms ot political parties, which you relayed 
to me on behalf of your executive committee, and I~ perfectly prepared 
to act on thi• now, Moreover, I am glad to be able to tell you that Sy 

ubard bas agreed to ssume the responsibility for this and that further
more, he, on behalf of the Presidents' Conference, will not be working in 
a vacuum, but will be fully coordinated with you and AIPAC as well, the 
latter having traditionally played a leading role in this r lm. 

I have no objection to havin the NJCRAC coordinating platform efforts on 
the matter of Arab economic warfare here in the U.S. As you know, we have 

chairman of our own Task Force on the somewhat broader subject of energy 
in petrodollars and its impact on U.S. policy vis- ~vis Israel. Sam Neaman 
is the chairman ot this Task force and l would appreciate it if you were 
to involv him o at last keep him abreaet of your act1v1tiea. 

With kindeat regards, I am 

cc: Sy Braubard 
Morris itay 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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55 West 42nd Street, New York, N. Y. 10036 (21 2) 564-3450 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Conference of Presidents of Major 

American Jewish Organi zations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, New YOrk 

Dear Alex: 

Apri l 27, 1976 

Al Vorspan probably shared with you the recommendation made 
at the meeting of the NJCRAC Israel Task Force on April 12 
that the Presidents Conference initiate a process now through 
an appropriate subcommittee to draft a plank on Israel for 
submi ssion to the Platform Committees of the national Demo
cratic and Republican Parties. The Task Force felt that 
by beginning this process now we would avoid hasty and 
pressured decisions that have sometimes characterized the 
formulation of planks in previous election years. Obviously, 
AIPAC is critical to such a process and, of course, the NJCRAC 
and i ts member agencies are also deeply interested in whatever 
deliberative process you set in motion. 

That same meeti ng of the Task Force also agreed that t he 
NJCRAC should initiate a process to formulate a plank on 
combatting Arab economic warfare. This reflects the on-going 
coordination in this area of activity that has been undertaken 
by the I.T.F . , and also our belief tha t the planks on Israel 
and Arab economi c warfare should be kep t separate . 

Best wishes. 

ADC:ZC 

cc: Albert Vorspan 
Theodore R. Mann 

Cordi ally , 

0 
Albert D. Chernin 
Execut i ve Vice Chairman 

cooperation in the common cause of Jewish community relations 
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IMlIEIMl (0) ~ANID UM 
Date _ _,l....,2..,_l...,.1.1...L.L..Z6.,__ _____ _ 

From ______ =E_d~i ~e_M==i ~l =le~r"-------------

To Yehuda Hellman 

Copy for information of ______________________________ _ 

Subject _________________________________ _ 

Please note the enclosed from Rabbi Sternstein and let 
us have your suggested response. Many thanks. 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York , N.Y. 10021 212/249-0100 



Zionist Organization of Jlmerir J 

ZOA HOUSE • 4 EAST 34th STREET• NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 • (212) 481-1500 

Office of t he Preside nt 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, Chai rman 
Conference of Presidents of 
Ma jor American Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

Dea r Alex : 

No vember 16, 1976 

I do not know if I am anticipating thoughts which are already in your mind and 
plans which you al ready may have in the works. 

I would strongl y urge that we do not delay in utilizing this i nterregnum period 
in Wa shington for quickly mobilizing a national public relations and education 
effort. 

I believe you share with me the feeling that the last vote by our Government in 
the Security Co unc il was more significant in terms of the signal it may give to 
Carter than in its intrinsic worth. My own feeling is that, if we do not 
respond vigorously, we will be retreating and give Carter an indication that 
the American Jewish community will not respond energetically. 

It would seem to me that you Ought t o convene a select group to hammer out a 
letter for a political offensive in America now -- irrespecti ve of the nego
tiating stance of Israel -- that wo uld speak in terms of Israel 1 s full case . We 
shoul d ana lyze the situation in \~a shington and coordinate it with our attack on 
American public opinion and go to work as soon as possible before January 20. 

Personally , I woul d have no hesitancy about letting such plans leak out to the 
press that the Ameri can Jewish community is preparing a wide-scale public 
education offensive for American public opinion. 

May I respectfully urge you to move seriously on this suggestion. 

With warmest persona l regards, I am 

JPS:mes 

rs, 

p~~- Sternstein 
President 



1' 
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12/1/76 

Edie Miller 

Yehuda Hellman 

Please note the enclosed from Rabbi Sternstein and let 
us have your suggested response. Many thanks . 



Zionist Organization of 'll.merica 
ZOA HOUSE • 4 EAST 34th STREET • NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 • (212) 481-1500 

Of/Lee of the President 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of 
Major American Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Al ex: 

November 16, 1976 

I do not know if I am anticipating thoughts which are already in your mind and 
plans which you already may have in the works. 

I would strongly urge that we do not delay in utilizing this interregnum period 
in Washington for quickly mobilizing a national public relations and education 
effort. 

I believe you share with me the feeling that the last vote by our Government in 
the Security Council was more significant in terms of the signal it may give to 
Carter than in its intrinsic worth. My own feeling is that, if we do not 
respond vigorously, we will be retreating and give Carter an indication that 
the American Jewish community will not respond energetically. 

It would seem to me that you Ought to convene a select group to hammer out a 
letter for a political offensive in America now -- irrespective of the nego
tiating stance of Israel -- that would speak in terms of Israel 1 s full case. We 
should analyze the situation in Washington and coordinate it with our attack on 
American public opinion and go to work as soon as possible before January 20. 

Personally, I would have no hesitancy about letting such plans leak out to the 
press that the American Jewish community is preparing a wide-scale public 
education offensive for American public opinion. 

May I respectfully urge you to move seriously on this suggestion. 

With warmest personal regards, I am 

JPS:mes 

rs, 

p~~- Sternstein 
President 



... 

Mr. Paul J. Flacks 
Public Affairs Dpt. 

July 6, 1976 / 

Zionist Organizationnof America 
4 East 34th Street 
~ew York, New York 10016 

Dear }:r . Flacks: 

\ 

I/ 
\, 

Rabb Schin ..... ler is cu rently atte 11 a eries o '-:: meetings in 
Israel. Ra is due back in August and I know that he will be 
very grateful to you for cl. r • with .1im • 1e NAJ...A es;:L.-no 1y 
presented to the Platfor.-r. Co it tee of the Re ubl1 cation N •ional 
Connnit:tee, The p&per w·n, of course, be ~hared with him on his 
return to the office. 

With kindest greetinss, I am 

Sincerely. 

!'Mith J. M..-tllcr 
Aasist'nt to the President 

I 

' 



ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

NATIONAL DIRECTOR 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS DEPT. 

212 - 481 - 1500 

4 EAST 34TH ST. 

N.Y.,N .Y , 10016 
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NATIONAL Assoc1ATION OF ARAB AMERICANS 

600 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1175 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20037 

Telephone: (202) 333-6575 

AMERICAN POLICY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

TESTIMONY PRESENTED TO THE PLATFORM COMMITTEE OF THE REPUBLICAN 
NATIONAL COMMITTEE BY THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ARAB AMERICANS 

June 22, 1976 
Washington, D. C. 

The National Association of Arab Americans would like to express its 

appreciation for the opportunity of presenting this testimony to the Committeee, 

now engaged in the important task of preparing the election platform of the 

Republican party. In so testifying, we would like to call to the attention of 

the Committee that our Association represent mi 11 ion /\mcri cans of Arab 

long-range interests of the United States in the Middle Eas t . 

The United States is now at an important turning point in its relationship 

to the Middle East. Since the Second World War, Americans have recoqnized that 

the eastern Mediterranean is a vital area in international affairs. Its strategic 

location and rich petroleum rEsources lend it u particular significance . But 

although the West has long held a dominant position in the region, the decline 

of Eurorean in fluence and Lhc aggressive overtures of the Soviet Union in the 

post-World War II years posed a serious threat to American interests. 

The Truman Doctrine, whi ch wa s designed to check Soviet intrus ion into 

Greece and Turkey, marks the beginning of the U.S. Middle East policy. 

,.,. 



y .. ,.. ,. 
•At that same time, the United States took a special interest in the 

e~tablishment and security of IsraeJ. Two concerns -- containment of JI'• 

Russian expansion and support of Israe1 -- became the source of future ... . 
the formulation of American policy. Torn between the need 

to stem the tide of Soviet infiltration and ·a sympathy for the welfare .of 
... 

• Is~ael, ~~he United States was unable to define a clear and corisistent posittb~. 
J ' . , . 

Attitudes toward the territorial status guo, implementation of UN resol~tions, 
~· 

assistan~e ,pro~:ms, . ,. 
and multi-lateral relatfons changed periodically. As 

• ,t • • 

' a result, the parties involved in the developing conflict and the world at . . 

large l_ost faith in America as a force for peace in the Middle East. 
f ~ ',, 

In reality, however, the United States remains the natural peacemaker 

' 
·'tor this 'troubled region. This is not only because of our power and influence, .. ~-, , .. ,, ... 

~~~.w-'·'\~ ~ •~ t but because · America actually does not hav~ any desjgns on the Middle East, 
is not 1nclined by nature to play fast and loose with alternating favorites, 

has no .5take in disorder and strife. 

Why, then, have we found ourselves so maladroit in serving as the world's 
mediator in an area so beset by tension and war? It is largely because we 
have not been able to recognize that there is no essential conflict between 
bur desire to thwart Soviet intentions and our interest in Israel. The kind 
of tability we seek lies in the establishment' of equally cordjal relations • ";Y 

w'th Israel and the Arab countries, ~a~n-.....:::.:,,.~.......,.-....:.:.: understand 

taken root 

i'n A and represents the brightest hope for peace in the -Middle East. 

' 

·~ . 
II,.' .. 'it 

.• 
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"Even-handedness" is not a euphemism for the .destruction of Israel. 

It is the key to peace. As the new basis of American policy, it promises . 

to Serve ·the best interests of Israel, the Arabs, and the world. .. 
doe~ .it mean in terms 

• 'l 

the issues at hand? .. 

But what 

F_i rst of all, it means There are many interests at 

stake -- . interests involving the welfare, security, and rights of different .. 
peopl ~s'. To gi ~i(ij,reference to one is to deny the other. ' Therefore, our 

'. . ...... 
message to the Arabs is that Israel has a right to . ~ .. ~t rael '" is that its right to exist is conditional. 

• ~ Th~ ·conditions of Israel's existence ar~ the crux of the matter, and . 
. th~y have already been broadly defined by Ambassador Scranton, by members of . _..., .,.,. 

, Congres~ from both parties, nd by responsible spokesmen of the Americ~n 
, ~ :-=-=-:::-::-;::-:;--:;-:~-------__:.---community: In essence, they are the following: 

1 . 

. .. 

Israel must establish its clear intention to evacuate the territories occupi~d 

jn 1967 in exchange for recognition by the Arab states. This .includes , , 

.east Jerusalem, with the understanding that the f4ture status and adminis-

1tra~ion of the City of Jerusalem will ;be decided. by international negotiation. 
~ , • .? ' ' I 

' 1n · the ' inte.r,im, Israel, should stricti ' abide QJ ,the princi~ples set down 
~ <f ~S: ,4 ' ,._ ·•, , hi , 1 P • ~ ~ • ;, ... ~ ... .. ;j: " ~ • ·- ~ ~ II, ' , .,!·v.,' •• ... 

by the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 regarding the protection of 

civilians in time of war. Applied to Israel, these principles would require 

teration be made in the ch~racter o~ th~ occupied ·ter~i 
ially in Jerusalem; 

allowed in· the occupied territories; 

c. no infringement of the civil rights of persons under odcupation be'" 
.. cfuthori zed or condoned. ...... 

., 

' ) 

·,).. 

. 
' 

• • I ,,l 

'f ; 

;' J • 
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I~rael 1s record in all of these areas is poor. N?t only has it shown no 
ntentibn of~relinquishing the lands taken . ,. 

aken to secure their permanent rete~tion. 

in 1967, but many steps have been 

This policy first became evident 
• whe'n ·Israel annexed east Jerusalem, declared its resolve to keep the Golan Heights 
and Sharm el-Sheikh, and rejected Ambassador Jarring's plea to ~stablish . 

1 

withdrawal and recognition as inseparable principles. Subsequently Israel 
J 

t began t-0 encourage , Jewish settlements in the occupied territories, a practice ., : . 
• Which h~s recently~c~sed concern in the U~ited States and thr~ughout the world. . ' ' -

here : are a~ present some sixty-eight settlements of this kind, revealing a 

attern of creepi~g annexation. 
, -

s,_recently as May 26th at ~he United Nations, Israel attacked .the United States 
I 

~osition on the settlements and the United Nations Israeli Ambassador rejected 
the "U.S. position that the settlements constitute obstacles for peace." 

' , ·:,, Israel · often says the U.S. cannot impose a solution for peace in the Middle East. ft';"•~..: .. ,. .. 

. ,.i;i;. ·1./ BY the same token, the U.S. cannot permit Israel to dictate t~rms which are ·•t ) ~ [1 I P: • 

~.,:-•!f ,,-~contary to the moral principles, and not in the best interest of the United States, !" t 

\t I 

• . while expecting 'open ended financial and military support. 

Other practices in defiance of the Geneva Convention include alteration in 
. the holy site~ and neighborhood character of Jerusalem, confiscation and "" ~ -'f, • ,,. 

' I• 

destruction of private property in the occupied territories, administrative 

detention on the mere suspicion of resistance, and severe restriction on the 

right of non-violent protest. 

'In his -maiden speech as U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations, William Scranton . 
scored Israel in many of these violations, and his position in this regard has been 

widely•supported in the press and public opinion here. 

' , 

. ' 

'• 
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' '\, # ; 

Similarry~;· ieadJng Jewish spokesmen 3nd Journali~ts ir. the ' ' . ' . 
warned. Is 'rae.1 about the expansion of Je~ish •. settfenient~ and the . . 

..,. ' , " mea .. ures agai,nst the indigenous pop11lation i,n the occupied West Bank. t • ·, 
• Duri.ng 

,May 197&, '. ~r ~~mber of U.S. senators who have recently ·returned ·from, trips to I, • 
• ':the Middle East testified in committee hearings ~that they had found Israel ') ~ . 

i~~t ~nsigen~ and Arab leaders relatively flexible on the crucial points of an 
,. 

T~ese ·are some-~pf the manifestations of a growing~conviction in America that 
Israel should reexamine its policy in the occupied territories and demonstrate 
ts willingness to relinquish these territories as part of an overall settlement. , . 
he

1

Administration has been trying to prod Israel in this direction and has 
evi ewed U.S. assistance policy in terms of the degree to which it contributes .. 
o t he search for p~ace. . .. . 

1n Israel, whose very existence depends upon the generosity of the United 
i States for financial and moral support, we are allowing conditions to €xist 

which never before have gone without condemnation by this country. 
For the first time in 200 years, the U.S. is condoning the occupation of 

ories .acquired through military aggression. 
There is also a new American interest in recognition of the Palestinians .. .. ' . .• 
a legitimate political entity, and a ·convict-ion that any over~l settlement 

i nclude the Palestinians and take into account the possibility of establish-
n state. 

developments represent a heal~hy trend in that they have 
C ·to define a more realistic, consistent, and constructively balanced U.S. 

t ~1 ' in the Middle. E ' ~ 

here can and should be no ·turning baci< to our former 
• 

naivete, vasci11ation, and favoritism. It would .therefore, be useful and appropriate 
' 

,c, ) .·~·? 
, 

.. 

r ,.. 

~ .. . 
,, . .. 
i • ,, 
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for the , Platform of the Republican Party to reflect the mood of the country 
on this, as well as other issues. In so doing, the -Platform would contribute 

• .,1 ~ to a deeper understanding of the Middle East crisis and serve the interests 
.of the United States, the parties _to the conflict, and the cause of peace. 

~ . 
In clos~ng, we ask the Committee to be guided in Jts task by the example .. ,· ... . ) . of President 'Eisenhower, whose grasp of basic principles was particularly " \ ,., 

'· 
sound -at. tM .time of the Suez crisis. ' . . Addressing the American people on 

f 
• . tel~vision, he said: "Should a nation which at;tacks ahd occupies foreign • ' • • ,.i . 

' . ~ --~•_,;, territory in the fa~e of the United Nations disapproval be aJlowed to impose ~ 

f -conaitions on its ·own withdrawal? If we agree that armed attack can properly 
• 

1
achieve the purpose of the assailant, ther1 I fear we wi 11 have turned back the ; t 

• ' - . > •• 

clock of international order. 11 ·, ,. 

" ~ > • .. 
• 

~ ... 
~ , I 

, ' 

.,. 
... . 

" .. . t 
\ ' . ' ~ ¥ . '· ~ .,. . . ',."t ,,. ~ ,. ~ ' . . ~• .. , I • ► 

,. ,, 

f 
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May 14, 1976 

Mr. OVed Ben-Ami 
Modiin Publishing House, Ltd. 
Maariv House 
Carlebach Street, 2 
P.O.B. 20010 
Tel-Aviv 67 132, Israel 

Dear OVed: 

I have your letter of May 3 which I read with a great 
deal of interest. You raise &ssues which I clearly 
would not want to respond to via correspondence. Would 
that we had the chance to meet. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 
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1,,1-1J11,1 CHAIRMAN'S OFFICE 

PUBLISHING HOUSE LTD 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, 
Chairman, 
Presidents Club, 
515 Park Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 10022. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

May 3, 1976. 

As you will remembers on your recent visit to 
Israel, we discussed the subject of the forthcoming 
presidential elections in the USA, ~d we both agreed that 
Hubert Humphrey was the best choice for the presidency. 

It is regretful, but nevertheless a fact, that 
Senator Humphrey withdrew from the race, and unless something 
drastic happens and he changes his mind - I am still of the 
opinion that a Humphrey - Kenndy ticket has the best chance 
to win the Democratic Convention ' - we have to be realistic 
and face the situation in the field. 

As things stand, Jimmy Carter seems to be running 
ahead without any opposition. Only six months ago no one 
knew the name of Jimmy Carter and only in a democratic country 
like America it is possible for an unkown man to capture the 
masses and rise above and against the Establishment. However~ 
Jimmy Carter did it, and as the saying goes 'if you cannot 
beat them - join them'. Now we have to think how to ~urn 
the wheel in our favour. As you know, I am not only concerned 
for Israel, but I am afraid thetthe USA is letting its historical 
role of being the leader of the free world, slip between its 
fingers. 

Jimmy Carter's announcement in his Newsweek interview, 
was not a good omen for Israel, and as I am sure that his final 
victory will, to a great extent, depend on the Jewish vot.Et, he 
should, already at this stage, be made aware of the fact that in 
the final race between the Democrats and the Republicans, the 
Jewish vote will be decisive. There are many ways of achieving 
that, prior to and after the Convention. 
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I propose that Jimmy Carter be met by leaders of the Jewish 
community and that an understanding be reached with him regarding 
three major points: 

1. a policy to secure the existence of the State of Israel. 

2. the choice of the vice president between Senators Jackson, 
Church and Mandel. 

3. the candidates for the office of Secretary of State and 
Secretary of Defence. 

If a clear cut understanding is reached with Garter on these important 
issues, I am sure it will be within our power to mobilize unlimited 
support for his victory. 

I also propose to consider the possibility of organizing 
a committee for the purpose of securing the elction of Senator 
Humphrey as the Senate's Majority Leader. 

I look forward to hear your reaction to my above ideas. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

Oved Ben-Ami 

OBA/ln 



Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

495 West 186 street 
New Yark, N.Y. lOOJJ 
May 5th, 1976 

On this Y•m HaAtzma•t, I appeal t• yo• t• help the State of Iarael 
further. 

On page ene @f today'• New Y•rk Time■ , we learn that Jam•• S•hl•a1•g•r 

admit~ that the United States government ha ■ been d1~er1a1na t1ng, !ere1ng 

.. 

the Vietnam1zat1on •f Israel, fero1ng ene-n1ded aenaes ■1oa■, Now tho aver••• 
AmeriGan 1e learR1ng the truth. 

RGnald Reagan'• attack• en the Ford admin1 ■trat1ea• ■ fere1gn pel1•T ha■ 

al ■• f Gused n disenchantment with a pel1oy whien ha• b••• banknpt for 
th• m~8t part. Ameriean peeple would be prGpared to aecept a •hang• et 
Ameri~an poliey. 

If th• Jewish new■ media, if the Jew1 h orgau1zat1o • were to eall fer 
th• di8m18eal of Henry Kissinger, the aroh1~t•et •f that pol1oy, Israel 
would have a little mGre paace f m1Dd ~ntil a "r as ■essment~ eould be 

made by the ad mini !ltr:;i t1Gn. 

It appears that aimmy Carter will be the Democratic pre ■1d nt1al ean
d1date. Wheever runs against him will have t• r\lD ee~red. Tha t ~111 give 

• fri !9n d. :'I of Iqra~l barg r,. l n1ng rooa fr•• Reagan, Ferd, Carter, and whea
ever. 

A start must eeme new. Demand, as een8erned Amer1eaaa, K1 ■■1Rger•• re
movalt Let'• n t be apelog1st~ fr th1 ■ adm1n1atrat1oa 1 aga1n. 

•• 



Mr. • ' r:t'L !ti t , 
All-·~ 
1341 
Was •• ..,.·"' ..... 

With 'tut "' t 

May 4, 1976 

Alaxaml r !. Schindler 
Clul1rman 

in and 
, Con-
iously, 
• 



TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

CAauc ADOIIIC:M, Ulf'UND 

UNITED ISRAEL APPEAL INC. 
515 PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022 

MEMORANDUM 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Irving Kessler 

AREA CODE 212 
688-0800 

Apri 1 29, 1976 

Eric Moonman, M.P., a leader of British Jev-1ry, spoke to me 
yesterday, as he passed through New York on his return trip 
to London. 

A few days ago he shared the speaking platform with Jimmy 
Carter at a Pennsylvania college. Most of their 20-minute 
private conversation was about Israel. Mr. Moonman found 
Carter to be poorly informed on fundamental issues and urges 
that a concerted effort be made to brief him in the areas 
of our concern. 

I suspect that the above is not news to you, but felt that 
it deserves reporting. 

IK: 1 a 

/ cc: Yehuda Hellman 
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CAau ADDIISN, 1aP'UND 

UNITED ISRAEL APPEAL INC. 
515 PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022 

MEMORANDUM 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Irving Kessler 

AREA CODE 212 
688-0800 

Apri 1 29 , 1976 

Eric Moonman, M.P . , a leader of British Jewry , spoke to me 
yesterday , as he passed through New York on his return trip 
to London . 

A few days ago he shared the speaking platform with Jimmy 
Carter at a Pennsylvania college . Most of their 20-minute 
private conversation was about Israel . Mr . Moonman found 
Carter to be poorly informed on fundamental issues and urges 
t hat a concerted effort be made to brief him in the areas 
of our concern . 

I suspect that the above is not news to you, but felt that 
it deserves reporting . 

IK: la 

cc: Yehuda Hellman 
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Mr. :t'.i0rton Yarmon 
Director of Publi~ Relations 
The American Jewi h Committ e 
165 East 56th ·treet 
New York, New Yoi: 10022 

Dear Mort: 

March 2, 1976 

Your Pl:' rap~ / nd 
grateful tj you . 

ndid ra3p ·e is vs y mu~h app c·iatcd . I 

Be assur & that 
you can re!.y. 

this matter has my complete confidence, on that 

With warm rega_d. 

Sincerely, 

A'.!.ex nd - 'C ~· . <:chi ·1er 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE • 
Institute of Human Relations• 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 • 212/751-4000 • Cable Wishcom, N.Y. 

MAY 13-16, 1976, THE WASHINGTON HI L TO ~ 

February 27, 1976 {(V 'l 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y l 0021 

Dear Alex: 

Please consider this note confidential, for obvious reasons. I had a long talk 
this morning with Azaria Rapoport, Information Counsel at the Israeli Consulate, 
about the so-called Marash matter. Let me say parenthetically that normally I 
don't like to spend undue time on the past; we don't have enough time to worry 
about the present or future. But often there are lessons in the past for the 
future. 

Azaria explains that he did meet with Marash in advance of the trip, and was some
what diverted by the fact that Marash was introduced by Tony Hatch, an old friend 
of ours who served CBS in Israel some years ago and is now assistant news director 
at WCBS-TV. They all met with Chaim Herzog and with Herzog's press man. Herzog 
suggested a number of people whom Marash should meet with in Israel but Marash 
said he wanted to make his own contacts. Azaria should have been made suspicious 
by that. He also should have asked friends in the Jewish community -- myself among 
them, but by no means exclusively -- for anything we knew about Marash. Azaria 
now apologetically explains that he should have done this, but felt Hatch's in
troduction was sanction enough. 

In Israel, again Marash did not want to have appointments made for him. As a 
consequence, while he did meet on his own with Peres, he did not see any people 
in or through the Foreign Office or the Prime Minister's Office. Where a man is 
adamant on a point like that, perhaps little can be done. However, I feel -- and 
so told Azaria -- that where an important correspondent is coming to the country, 
the Foreign Ministry information people should be more aggressive about trying 
to steer him. 

Perhaps nothing could have been done to change what Marash did on camera. But 
I do feel that my conversation with Azaria at least should make him a little more 
sensitive to what is at best a difficult business. 

Separate from all this, we are helping Azaria with a bill of particulars that he 
is passing along to WCBS-TV, detailing where he feels the series was unbalanced, 

continued ..... 
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and this will conclude with suggestions as to how matters might be redressed. 

Thanks for your interest. As Azaria and I agreed, we are in a ticklish area, 
but then that 1 s what we 1 re paid for. 

Cordially yours, 

Morton Yarmon 
Director of Public Relations 

MY:lf 



Mr. Morton Talinon 
Director of Public Relations 
The American Jewish Committ !6 

165 East 56th Street 
New York, lfoP York 10022 

Dear Morton: 

February 25. 1976 

I'm just back from overseas nd want. to m;pr ss y gratitude to 
you for sharing t,ith the nformation o renction to t e r -
cent Mar s reports -0n the Mid-test. Iany tru: •·a or your 
thoughtf:ulm ss. 

Your con ento under item 1,!. :f.nterest me ll. would be st 
grateful if you cou a prov· de mo:;:.., detu:Ued .. nformation on 
this specif c, i i' not too uch trmtb c. 

With repeated thanks nnd wa 1ost rcg·rdo~ a.r; 

I 
{ 

Al-xander ¥. fchindler 

I 

J 
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February 25, 1976 

Uri Ben Ari, Esq., Israel Consul 
Israel Consulate 
800 Se·o d Ave ue 
Nc1 York , N.Y. 10017 

Yo w: 1 be intcres ed in th enclo ed renort, e:tc rpt d fro ~ lett r 
I recently~ ceive. 

Should l her of any new developments I will, of cousec. them 
with you. 

With warme .... t rc:g rds, I '1.rtl 

S'!.~ crely. 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
Institute of Human Relations• 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 • 212/751-4000 • Cable Wishcom, N.Y. 

MAY 13-16, 1976, THE WASHINGTON HILTON 

Rabbi Alexander N. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York,N.Y.10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

February 13, 1976 

The excitement over the Marash shows, which was quite intense that first day, 
seems to have abated. This is a normal pattern of behavior. CBS got calls 
throughout the day, and to one and all the operators told their callers to 
hold their fire until the series was over. 

A few specifics: 

1. Dr. Haddad, head of Iraqi Jews in New York, spoke directly with Marash 
about his apparent misunderstanding of the recent history of Jews in the Arab 
countries. That may make a special follow-up piece. 

2. I learned a little from some Israeli sources how Marash was approached 
both before and during his visit, It does not add up to an ideal case study 
but perhaps there are lessons to be learned that will be learned. 

3. We have excellent relations with WCBS-TV, and I woyld not want them im
paired. After the series is ended, we will approach some of the people there 
to see what, if anything, should be done further. 

In general, I would conclude that the Jewish community has been served not too 
badly by its representatives. With Jews representing so large a percentage of 
the population in New York, and with Jewish matters so much in the news, a high 
degree of media attention of course is inevitable. We must take the bad with 
the good; otherwise we wouldn't be living in a free and pluralist society. 

Cordially yours, 

~~~ 
Morton Yarmon 

MY:LF Director of Public Relations 
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