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,Tel. 725-2345 

Telegra phic Address 

··~fAL 'I A UELU1' lS'EWYOHK"' 

Your Ref.· ...................... . 

ADM 2/2/14· 
Our R ef . .... .................. . 

No ......... : .. .. ... ........ 23301 

Dear Sir, 

PERMANENT l\lJSSION OF MALTA 

TO TllE UNITED NATIONS 

249 East 35th Street 

New York 10016, 

Ne w York 

1 October 1976 

Thank you for your letter dated Sept. 29. 

I am afraid I fail to see how you base your 
assertion that the Report of the "so-called Committee 
on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the 
Palestinian People" constitutes "nothing less than an 
appeal for the destruction of a member-state of the 
U.N. 11

• There is no such suggestion in the report; on 
the contrary, the resolution by which Israel was 
established is singled out as particularly legitimate. 

I also fail to see why the report is desc~ibed 
as "unbalanced or distorted". It cannot be because it 
points out that the Palestinian people also have equal 
rights as human beings. Nor do I believe that such 
fundamental recognition is considered as tantamount to 

. "acquiescence to evil on great moral issues". 

I certainly agree with you, however, that at 
stake are the very principles upon which the U.N. rests. 

, ' 

Acting 

YoUry::::_ere1", 

V. f/~auii 
Permanent Representative 

Rabbi ~lexander M. Schindler, Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of Major 

American Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

:bdl 



;._ 

--

• -· voTED FOR THE RESOLUTION EQUATING ZIONISM WITH RACISM· - 2-2-2-2 ·=~ 

- ---- ·. - . -~-- - ·-. 
--·=-H,~'E. Dr. Roberto de Rosenzweig-Diaz --~-~·--=::::;-...::.- -=-··..:==.-.:-~~ -~·:..::-..:... .::.._ 
-=-- Permanent Representative -to the United -Na ti-ons -...::-=.,::.-_ ~-~-=--.:. :- "'---- ~,.=--:-- -

-· .... Permanent Mission of Mexico t.o -the United Nat ions • - - ~·· _-. --~- -=- • _ 
--- 8 East 41st Street -=--=-=-a===-- . __:::;;._~~·.,-=- _::;::,,..-~ - _.· < ---- • --~ 

• New Yor_k,· New York 10017 ~--=-.:=-" .-~--~::.~ : _--~~-~--~= 

H.E~ Mr. Henryk Jaroszek 
Permanent Representative 

..... Permanent Mission of the 
to- the United- Nations=- _.::.._ - --~-=--· - - __ ___ :.._:_ 
Polish People ! s . Republic- to _ th~ United Nations 

9 East 66th Street -· ...:. ~-'" - ~c:=-=-- - _-:: __ _ 

New York, New York 10021 -- -=--,.,,.... _ - ~ 
- ·-~--........ _.,.. . ...__,.. _ --- ---~ - _-...,,..--~-~ ---- ... · ::----- --

H.E. M. Jose Manuel Galvao Tel.es ------- ·-_·---=---- - .- - - - :-----

Permanent Repr~sentative to the United Nations 
~· -.-

...- Permanent Mission of Portugal to the United Nations 
"'~----777·-- second -Avenue - --- -= ._ - • ~.:.; __ ~_.;...,~ ~ -.:;:"-,--. ~- ,-.~~-~ ... ;_ -7..:.-~~ 

New York, New York 10017 ·-- -· • -·-·. ~- - ·- - -

H.E. Mr. Hamilton Shirl~y Amerasinghe ·- - -~ -~ -~-= -- ·--==::.·_;;-·--:..::. "'.;. ~--= 

Permanent Representative to the United Nations - _ 
:- - - ~-~Permanent Mission of the Republic o·f -sri -Lank~-·-to- the -·Unite.d • Nations 
---=,-c.""' • .,.~.6.3Q .. Third Avenue __ , ....... .,,. _.., .. . - - ~ "=~· .,.,..._--,.- - -.::...---~-.. ----""'=-'L<.:. . ~-==-·---·· 

_ _ ,~-". New Yor.k, _New York __ lOOl 7 . ~=----- ~ - _ _ ____ .. -- ~ 

--·=H.E.:. Mr. Osman Olcay 
__ Permanent Rep res en ta ti ve to ::the United Nations _ ~: _-::_ ;;::::: -
.;;. Permanent Mission of Turkey" ·to ~the United Nations - - - · .:°"~-..=cc-=, ...,,.. •• '" • 

866 Second Avenue - - -
~-2 -Dag HammarskJ"old Plaze --- ~- ::::---s~ --~ .,,._ - -:_;:;~--=-----·- ·- ~-=,=•--cc-_ •• -,~,;~ 0

--. -- - .. -- - -=.., ·= ···- ·--~"'--":".: . - -:::..,.. .:...;=c. .-:_·_-_ ~--= .:::=.- • 
-- New York', New York 10017 - _::_ .:::-:...· - .:-- .::::..·=. -==-----=--- -· • --·=---

- -- . -
- -- -------~ ..,. - _- - =- ----

- --H. E. Mr. Jak~a Petric -- ~--- --- - -·--,_.:::c__ -

Permanent Representative to · tbe.. United Nations 
Permanent Mission of Socialist~ Federal -Republic of Yugoslavia to the 

-~ United Nations ~~- -=-- _-:. ~-::"", - • __ -y --· 

854 Fifth Ave~,.ue --.,.....~-=- -=---~,~ -::. • .=- · :~:=----:::._ . 
New Yo'rk, New York 10021 -- ~',f.:.- - • ~~ -~ ~ -<-=-- :.:o--_:: 

-- -- - ---- - ..=.:. ~:- • - - -~ :~- - - - - --- -·- -- -
- - --- - .._ __ ---"- - ,. __ -- - ~ ---- - __ ,__ - -- - _;;:....,;:;- - -- -· -

• - - - - - - .. - _"' ~. -~-- -;;, -=,--,..._ _~-~- - - __ - -:-- • - - _:= ____ .:...,. ... ·_,::.--.:::__~ -:..- - - --=- -
--- -=-- - ·------ - ...... - - =-~ .. ~- -=--· .... ~ -::=....,. ... __. .. ~ ~~-=--=..=:.:-.- ..-·- _..~: --:,;=---="- -_ _ -- --

- -
• • . - -::- - .. - - ----~-....:- -- -- - .. . 

-~?~-- - - --: _ ~-.:-~ - ~ -- -- .--=-.1 -- -- -- - --- - - .... 

-- - · - · . . 
- - --·-- - - ~~-:~~=-=-:- - -:~-=--~~~~-~-- - -:- ~-~...;.:=--c.,.... ______ - _-;-~~~~ - ,~~~~~=-=~---::----. :~=--=~~~~.:-~:- _-_-,_-

-~ .... ~-=== .... · ~ -. _-: -- ---= =- __ ;,:;:_::;.;.,..:=""_""· a; __ ;;;._. ;;.;_~= - .. -b.:!!-=-~: - -_ •-- ·-=--~-.:-:.::...~-::~-- -""~ •• - --~ 

. -
·-

.. ---- --- -- - ~ -=--_.-::.,_ .... _aa.;_;=,,··~ ---

.. 
. -

-- -~--------- -- - --1~ - ·-·- - - - - ------ -...--~ ::- - _..,_. ___ .;-.... -~----- ---· -- - ~ -- - ___ ___ .. _~---
~ . - ~ .--:::---· -~:---~ - --:· ~ ~ - -=-:,--:=,~ - - •• 



\ 

VOTED FOR THE RESOLUTION EQUATING ZIONISM WITH RACISM 

,,,, ""' H.E. M. Sergio Correa da Co~ta 
Permanent Representative to the United-Nations 
Permanent Mission of Brazil to the United Nations 
747 Third Avenue -
New York, New York 10017 -

H.E. Mr. Huang Hua 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 

i--- Permanent Mission of the People's Republic of China to the United Nations 
155 West 66th Street 
New York, New York 10023 

H.E. Mr. Zenon Rossides 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 

. .. _" Permanent Mission of Cyprus to the __ United Nations . 
820 Second Avenue 
New Y:ork, New York 10017 _____ ~ 

H.E. Mrs. Marie-Jo McIntyre 
__ Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
✓Permanent Mission of Grenada to the United Nations 
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- --_ New York, New York 10017 - ::........~.::. - . 

H.E. Mr. Imre Hollai 
Permanent Representative 
Permanent Mission of the 
10 East 75th Street 

to the United Nations _ 
Hw;igarian People's Republic to the United Nations 

New York, New York 10021 

H.E. Mr. Rikhi Jaipal _ 
Permanent Representative to the Uniterl Nations 
~ermanent Mission of India to the United Nations 
3 East 64th Street 
New York, New York 10021 

H.E. Mr. Chaidir Anwar Sani 
Permanent 

.,,,. Permanent 
733 Third 
New York, 

Representative to the United Nations 
Mission of Indonesia to the United Nations 
Avenue __ __ 
New York 10017 

H.E. M. Fereydoun Hoveyda 
Permanent Represen ta ti vEk to the 

- 622 Third Avenue ----~-=-~ 
New York, New York 10017 -

H.E. M. Blaise Rabetafika _ 

-...... ...· -

Permanent Representative to the Ullited NatiOns - -- --
r Permanent Mission of the Malagasy Repablic to the United Nations 

801 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10017 

H.E. Mr. Joseph Attard Kingswe11 · 
P-ermanent Representative to the United Nations 

V Permanent Mission of Malta to the United Nations 
249 East 35th Street 
New York. New York 1nn,~ 
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\\'odd Zion i<t Organi:,tion 
American ~,cction, Inc. 

Zionist Org.1niz,llion • of America 

515 PARK AVENUE 
NEW YORI(, NEW YORK 10022 

Pt.aza 2-1616 
C.ibl~ /,ddrc,s: COJOGRA 

_.., ____ .,,...,._.._...,._, _____ ,, ___ .., __ ,, __ ....... ..., ••• • _ ... _ __ _ ,... ____ 4_ 

Sc~ptember _29, 1976 

H.E. }tr. Tienryk J aroszek 
Permanent Rcpres ~ntative to the United Na tions 

. Permanent Mission of the Polish People's n.cp ublic 
to the United Nations 

9 East 66th Stree t 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Ambassador Jaroszek: 

On the occasion of these High Holy Days of the Jewish 
_calendar, which coincide with the opening of the General 
Assenili ly, we take the liberty of wri~ing to you with a 
profound sense of urgency an<l concern. 

Last year, the General Assembly adopted a he inous r eso lu
tion which struck at the very h eart of the Jc\•.'ish people, 
thei r religion and tradi;ion. The resolution defining 
Zioni sm as a form of racism and raciRl discrimination had 
the effect of sanction ing anti-Semitism and , thcreliy, 
op cni1~g the floodga tes of ha tred an<l bigotry which the 
U.N. had been called into existence to prevent . We shall 
never forget the evil which was perpetrated ·upon the. 
civilized communi ty by a majority of U.N. r,1emhcr s. 

The General Assembly action subverted the principl es 
of the U.N. Charter even as it contaminated the program 

. of the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Di s crimination. For men of good will, the decision could 
only accelerate the growing dis enchantment with certain 
trends of hostility and malice .within the U.N. system. 

Such trends, regr e ttably, are continuing. They have been 
manifested at rece nt sessions o [ · the U. N. Commission on 
Human Rights and the U.N. Economic and Social Council, at 
conferences sponsored by UNESCO, at the Assembly o[ the 
World Health Organization, and at the U.N. Hab~tat Conference . 

One expression of these trends, on the agenda of the General 
Assembly_, is the report of the so-called Committee on the 
Exercise of the Inalienable Ri~1t s of the Palestinian· People. 
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This unlrn ] anccd ancl ch. f;tortec1 report co11 -;1:1tutcs nothing 
less th .1.n .:-m appea l for the: destruction of a mc,mhc,1:-~:tatc 
of the U. N. , a state which the ,-rorld o r~;i.nlza i:. ion \ Ula; 

instrume ntal in creat.::i.ng. \,Jc arc also very mindful of t:hc 
possibility that the infamous r e solut ion 3379 will be 
extended or applied in a variety of other General Assembly 
decisions. 

Your Government las t year voted · for Resolution 3379. On 
other o ccas ions , however, your Government h.:i.s reje:ctc>d 
anti-S emi tism and has express ed sy"T:lpathy for the Je,-d. sh 
peopl e . It is with this awareness that we write to you 
in ord Eff to rec.all that acquiescence to evil on great 
moral issues only contributes to s trengthcnin g the Lirces 
of darkness . We respectfully ur3e your Gov ~rnment this 
year to oppo se vigorously a ll e fforts that uould, directly 
or indirectly, malign and ~ssault the J ewish people. At 
stake are the very principles upon which th e U.N. Char t·., r 
rests. 

Sincerely yours, ,,.,--, 
/,,/ /' / / /?' f / \ ,, • 

/ / · // . .-1 ! -:-/" ,/ _{:/ 

L
/ // //, / ,'. . !., / I I /2: ,:, ( 

J ,/_ • . · • •• • ,.,( ,. .,,..--,._.,," {,/!, ,- --~-- l.___.. ~ / .,,:----C.- ,~---,:_ <. ~--
/ ...... ~ 1..../ - '-:; - • - -, \ 

./ Rabbi Alexander N . Sch ind lcr, Chainnan 
Conference o f Presidents o f }lajor 

American J eHish Organizat ions 

David M. Blumberg, Chairman 
U.N. Task Force r 



TELEPHONE 421 - 6934 

Dear Mr. Chairman, 

PERMANENT MISSION OF 

IRELAND TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

1 DAG HAMMARSK.JOLD PLAZA 

885 SECOND AVENUE, 19 T..!' FLOOR 

NEW YORK, N . Y. 10017 

'-----
4th October,1976 

I write to acknowledge with very many thanks the 

receipt of your letter of 29th September regarding the report 

of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of 

the Palestinian People. 

The observations in your letter are receiving the closest 

ittention of this Delegation and I should like to express our 

appreciation for the kind reference to our Government's position 

at the last Assembly. 

very sincerely, 

/ ?/ 

Eamonn Kennedy 
; ; ~ 

Ambassador 
Permanent Representative of Ireland 
to the Uni t e d Na ti on s __ 

. _..--------------~-
---

-------·----------
Mr. David M. Blumberg 
Chairman 
U.N. Task Force 
Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organisations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10022. 



MISION PERMANENTE DE EL SALVADOR 

EN LAS NACIONES UNIDAS 

211 EAST 43RD STREET, ROOM 1902 

NEW YORK . N. Y. 10017 

October 1st., 1976 

Bab bi .Alexander M. Schindler, Chainnan 
Conference of Presidents of Major American 
Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N. Y.10022 

Dear Sir: 

I am in receipt of your and Mr. David M. Blumberg's 
letter of September 29, 1976, contents of which I have read 
with the utmost interest. 

Mindful of your concern for the works of the United 
Nations, it pleases me to infonn you that I have already trans
mitted t~ my Government for its consideration the contents of 
the above-mentioned communication. 

With my best wishes for a very happy New Year, I 
am 

jjw/-

Sincerely yours, 

/4-£,,kd~~ ~ 
R?'ynaltlo G;lindo-Pohl 

Ambassador 
Pennanent Representative of 

El Salvador to the United Nations 



... . 
LITERAL TRANSLATION 

Permanent Mission 
of the Dominican Republic before the United Nations 

New York, NY 
30 September 1976 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of Major 

American Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

Distinguished Sir: 

..... received your letter of the 29th of the present 
month of September relative to the Decade for the Fight 
Against Racism and Racial Discrimination; also as to the 
Arab-Israel conflict . 

... .. .. .. to Mr. David M. Blumberg, your amiable expressions 
of recognition for the delegation of my country for your 
position of defense of the legitimate rights of Israel, and for 

opossing the declaration of Zionism as a form of racism and racial 

discrimination. This position was firmly maintained by me and 

by the components of the Dominican delegation at the past XXX 
General Assembly of the United Nations, continuing the 
instructions of government and also with complete personal 
conviction 

. . . . . . . . . . . . peace 

............ defense of HUIJlan Rights, of tae-ee~Htfy and of all 

the legitimate rights of the peoples of the world. 

Desiring also the most complete progress and .... for the 

Jewish people ......... . 

jj/ 

Dr. Alfonso Moreno Martinez 
Ambassador 
Permanent Representative 
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Ml\5ION PERMANENTE 

DE LA REPUBLICA DOMINICANA 

ANTE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS 

New York , N. Y. , 
30 de Septiembre de 1976. 

Sefior 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schinddler, 
Director de la Conferencia de Presidentes de las 
Principales 0rganizaciones Judias Americanas, 
5l5 Park Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 10022. 

Distinguido Senor: 

0003- ·f '> ., b 

Me complace avisar recibo de su.carta del 
29 del presente mes de Septiembre relativa a la Decada para 
la Lucha Contra el Racismo y la Discriminaci6n Racial; asi 
como al Conflicto Arabe-Israeli •. 

Le agradezco a Ud. al igual que al Sr. Da
vid M. Blumberg, sus amables expresiones de reconocimiento 
para la Delegaci6n de mi pais por su posici6n de defensa de 
los legitimos derechos de Israel, y por oponerse a la decla
raci6n del Sionismo como forma de Racismo ode Discriminaci6n 
Racial. Esta posici6n fue mantenida firmemente por mi y por 
los componentes de la Delegaci6n Dominicana a la pasada XXX 
Asamblea General de las Naciones Unidas, siguiendo las ins
trucciones de nuestro Gobierno y tambien con complete con
vencimiento personal. 

Tenga la seguridad de que siempre actuare
mos en defensa de esos principios, asi como lo hacemos en 
de£ensa de las Derechos Humanos, de la Paz y de todos los 
legitimos Derechos de los pueblos del mundo. 

Deseando siempre el mas complete progreso 
y bienestar para el pueblo Judio, disfrutando siempre de 
Paz y Seguridad en una convivencia internacional rodeada de 
reconocimiento y de respeto, 

AMM 
MOM/zdt. 

Le saluda muy atentamente, 

·n 2.J~"--' ~LJ • 

Dr. Alf~?c,~Mo~eno Martinez 
Embajador 

Representante Permanente 
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This unhal.1nccd ancl d:i.stortc:cl r ei-'or t const:il:uto.s noth:i.n~ 
less than an .:1ppe<1l for thC! clcstn;ction of a mcmber -st.Jtc 
of the U.N., a state which the ·:orl d orgnni ~at lon was 
·instrumental in creating. i}e 2r_f al so v ery minc.lft 1l of the 
possibility that t11 e inf.::ir.:8us rc.-. olut ion 33·;9 will be 
extended or applied in a v£ricty of other General Assembly 
decisions. 

Your Government last year played a positive role in opposing 
the endorsement .of anti-Seri'.i.tism, 211 act for which we arc 
deeply grateful. We hope that your Government will similarly 
resist at this Assembly session .all efforts that wuuld, 
directly or indirectly, malign and assault tl1e Jewish people. 
At stake are the very principles upon which the U.N. Charter 
rests. 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Alexander M . . Schindler, Chairman 
Conferenc e of Pr es idents of Major 

Ameri,;:an J i;:,•!ish Or ganizations 
r I . ) .' 
' 

\ --~.Jr~\ 
\ I •, •• I l, .·; •. . - ·-. . • 

• 1 \ · I . I 

; -· I , ',! I i i_ . l ,; /_ 
, ...._ ~ ....... 

David M. Blu~berg , 
U. N. Task Fc1 rce 

Chairman 

I 

i 
! 
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H.E. Mr. Ole i1gard 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 

r Permanent Mission of Norway to the United. Nations 
825 Third Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

H.E. Lie. Aqilino E. Boyd 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 

~Permanent Mission of Panama to the United Nations 
866 United Nations Plaza 
New York, New York 10017 

H.E. Mr. N.M. Malinga 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 

~ Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Swazilanq to the United Nations 
866 United Nations Plaza 
New York, New York 10017 

H.E. Mr. Olof Rydbeck 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 

✓Permanent Mission of Sweden to the United Nations 
825 Third Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

H.E. Mr. Ivor Richards, Q.C. 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 

v Permanent Mission of the United Kingdom to the United Nations 
845 Third Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

H.E. Mr. William W. Scranton 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 

v United States Mission to the United Nations 
799 United Nations Plaza 
New York, New York 10017 

H.E. Dr. Carlos Giambruno 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 

~ Permanent Mission of Uruguay to the United Nations 
301 East 47th Street 
Room 16-J 
New Yor~, New York 10017 



VOTED AGAINST RESOLUTION EQUATING ZIONISM WITH RACISM 

H.E. Mr. Ralph L. Harry, C.B.E. 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
Permanent Mission of Australia to the United Nations 
1 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza 
885 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10017 

H.E. Mr. Peter Jankowitsch 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 

~Permanent Mission of Austria to the United Nations 
809 United Nations Plaza 
New York, New York 10017 

H.E. Mr. Livingston Basil Johnson 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 

' Permanent Mission of the COll'\monwealth of The Bahamas to the United Nations 

1 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza 
New York, New York 10017 

H.E. Mr. Waldo E. Waldron-Ramsey 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 

~Permanent Mission of Barbados to the United Nations 
866 United Nations Plaza 
New York, New York 10017 

H.E. M. Edouard Longerstaey 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 

~Permanent Mission of Belgium to the United Nations 
809 United Nations Plaza 

Bew York, New York 10017 

H.E. Dr. Saul F. Rae 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 

/ Permanent Mission of Canada to the United Nations 
866 United Nations Plaza 
New York, New York 10017 

·H.E. M. Jean-Arthur Bandio 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 

v permanent Mission of the Central African Republic to the United Nations 

386 Park Avenue South 
Room 1614 
New York, New York 10016 

.H.E. Lie. Fernando -Salazar 
Deputy Minister for Foreign Relations 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 

~ Permanent Mission of Costa Rica to the United Nations 
211 East 43rd Street 
Room 1002 
New York, New York 10017 . 

H.E. Mr. Henning Hjorth-Nielsen 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 

✓ Permanent Mission of Denmark to the Uni t .~d Nations 
235 East 42nd Street 
New York, New York 10017 

.r 
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H.E. Dr. Alfonso Moreno-Martinez 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 

✓ Penna~ent Mission of the Dominican Republic to the United Nations 
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801 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10017 

H.E. Ing. Roberto Martinez Ordo1t'ez 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
Permanent Mission of Honduras to the United Nations 
415 Lexington Avenue 
New York, New York 10017 

-

H.E. Mr. Ingvi S. Ingvarsson 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
Permanent Mission of Iceland to the United Nations 
2 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza 
866 Second Avenue 
New York, New York 10017 

... 



VOTED AGAINST RESOLUTION EQUATING ZIONISM WITH RACISM - 3-3-3-3 

... ~ H .E. Dr. Eamonn Kennedy - :- _ 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 

" Permanent Mission of Ireland to the United Nations _ 
,1 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza 
885 Second Avenue 

_:_ •- -:-~- -.-:--- :._- ____ .; - ·· -

-- - -: ... ___ ---- .. 

New York, New York 10017 =- - ... :._--- - -:. - -'--- --:· 

: ~-- ~- -::'!..-- - ~ _-:.--~-
- -.- 4 - - - ·- .::- --

- .:: _ _..,._ H~E. M. Eugenio Plaja 
.. 

Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
~ Permanent Mission of Italy to the United Nations 

747 Third Avenue --~ 
New York, New York 10017 --- ,_ • - ·' 

H.E. M. Simeon Ake 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
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H.E. U Lwin - -. - ---- --- .., ....._ · - - __ .._,._·:-::. . .:__ 

Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
,__ Permanent Mission of the 

• to the United Nations 
10 East 77th Street 

Socialist Republic ~f the Union of Burma 
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Alternate Representative to the United Nations _ 
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Scptc~hcr .29, 197G 

ll.E. Mr . Henning Hjorth-Nielsen 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
Permanent Mi ss ion of Denmark to the United Nations 
235 East 42nd Street 
New York, New York 10017 

Dear Ambassador Hjm:th Nielsen: 

On the occasion of these High Holy Days of the J ewish 
calendar, which coincide with the opening of th e General 
Assemhly, we take the liberty of writing to you with a 
profound sense of urgency and cencern. 

Last y ear , . the General Assembly adopted a heinous resolu
tion which struck at the very heart of the J e,.dsh people, 
their religion and tradition. The resolution defining 
Zionism as R form of racism and racial discrimination had 
the effect of sanctioning anti-S,~mit ism and, there Ly, 
opening the floodgates of hatred and bigotry which the 
U.N. had been called into e~istence to prevent . We shall 
never forget the evil which uas perpetrated upon the 
civilized community by a majority of U.N. mcr.bers. 

The General Assembly action subv ert ed the principles 
of the U.N. Charter even as it contaminated the program 
of the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination. For men of good will, the d (~ cision could 

· only accelerate the growing dis enchantment with certain 
trends of hostility and malice within the U.N. system . 

· such trends, regrettably, are ~ontinuing. They have been 
manifested at recent sessions of the U.N. Cor.uniss ion on 
Human Rights and the U.N. Economic and Social Council , at 
conferences sponsored by UNESCO, at the Assembly of the 
World IleRlth Organization , and at the U.N. Habitat Conferc-nce . 

One expression of these trends, on the agenda of the General 
Assembly, :i.s the report of the so-called Committee on the 
Excrcis~ of the Inali enable Rights of the Palestinian People. 
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This unbalanced and distorted report constitutes nothing less than an appeal for the destruction of a member-state 
of the U.N., a state which the world organization was 
instrumental in creating. We are also very mindful of the possibility that the infamous resolution 3379 will be 
extended or applied in a variety of other General Assembly 
decisions. 

Your Government last year did not vote for Resolution 3379. If resistance, even though passive, to the blandishment of open bigotry, had not gone unnoticed, still abstention or . 
absence, when the issue is profoundly moral, only contributed to strengthening the forces of darkness. We ,;espectfully urge your Government this year to oppose vigorously all efforts that would, directly or indirectly, tnalign and assault the Jewish people. At stake are the very principles upon which the U.N. Charter rest~. 

JZ_;~ //4~ 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman 

••• • . --: _- -- •
0 :=-·::.: ··. Conference of Presidents of Major .·. -·· . --,·:·· --~ .... ·. -··.-, ... ,·.~- -- ·- -, . . , American .Jewish Organizations · -···-·· 

• ~/l,~-LV\/L{c)/Cu~-k,l 
David M. Blumberg, Chairman 
U.N. Task Force 

- --- ---. -----
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September 29, 1976 

H.E. Mr. Paulias Nguna Matane 
·Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
Permanent Mission of Papua New Guinea 
801 Second Avenue - 12th Floor 
New York, New York 10017 

· Dear Ambassador Matane: 

On the occasion of these High Holy Days of the Jewish 
calendar, which coincide with the opening of the General 
Assembly, we take the liberty of writing to you with a 
profound sense of urgency and concern. 

Last year, the General Assembly adopted a heinous resolu
tion which struck at the very heart of the Jewish people, 
their religion and tradition. The resolution defining 
Zionism as a form of racism and racial discrimination had 
the effect of sanctioning anti-Semitism and, thereby, 
opening the floodgates of hatred and bigotry which the 
U.N. had been called into e~istence to prevent. We shall 
never forget the evil which was perpetrated upon the 
civilized community by a majority of U.N. members: 

The General Assembly action subverted the principles 
of the U .N. Charter even as "it contaminated the program 
of the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination. For men of good will, the decision could 
only accelerate the growing disenchantment with certain 
trends o~ hostility and malice within the U .N. system. 

Such trends, regrettably, are continuing. They have been 
manifested at recent sessions of the U.N. Commission on 
Human Rights and the U.N. Economic and Social Council, at 
conferences sponsored by UNESCO, at the Assembly of the 
World Health Organization, and at the U.N. ~abitat Conference. 

One expression of these trends, on the agenda of the General 
Assembly, is the report of the so-called Connnittee on the 
Exercise_ of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People. 
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November 22, 1976 

H .E. Dr. Simon Alberto Consalvi 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
Permanent Mission of Venezuela to the United Nations 
231 East 46th Street 
New York, New York 10017 

Dear Ambass.ador Consal vi: 

We are surprised and distressed to learn of your 
favorable vote on the resolution in the Second 
Committee dealing with the living conditions of the 
Palestinian Arabs ( A/C . 2/31/L.13). This resolution 
is one-sided, imbalanced, biased, and in no way con
t ributes to a p eaceful and just settlement of Middle 
East issues. If there exists a serious question about 
the conditions of the Palestinian Arabs, far more 
appropriate would have been an inquiry into their 
situation in Lebanon. 

The fact that the resolution calls upon the Secretary
General to cooperate with the Palestine Liberatio n 
Organization, a terrorist group, indicates that it does 
not serve the purposes of justice or international law. 

We hold the view that high moral principles ought to 
guide governments in their deliberations and votes in 
international forums. It is for this reason that we 
express our profound concern about your country's vote. 
This matter of high moral principle becomes all the 
more critical when the General Assembly discusses and 
votes upon the report of the "Committee on the Exercise 
of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People." 

-~incerely yo~M;tQJU,iJ 

David M. Blumber~ 
Chairman g \ Chairman 

Conference of Presidents of U.N. Task Force 1 

Major American Jewish Organizations I 

Zionist Organiza_i,on of America AMS: DMB: jbj 
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November 29, 1976 

H.E. Dr. Johan Kaufmann 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands 

to the United Nations 
711 Third Avenue 
9th floor 
New York, New York 10017 

Dear Ambassador Kaufmann: 

Permit us to commend you for the vote you cast in 
the General Assembly last week on the biased report 
of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable 
Rights of the Palestinian People. 

This misguided report is both an appeal for Israel 
to commit suicide and a source of inspiration for 
those seeking to prevent a just and peaceful Middle 
East settlement. Not accidentally, the report avoids 
r eference to Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338, 
the cornerstones of such a settlement. 

As the issue is a profoundly moral one, your posture 
on it was most welcome. It has not gone unnoticed. 

AMS: DlvIB: jbj 

J3·incerely yours, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations 

~~Yi ,J~ 
David M. Blumberg 
Chairman 
U.N. Task Force 
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November 29, 1976 

H.E. M. Piero Vinci 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
Permanent Miss ion of Italy to the United Nations 
747 Third Avenue 
35th floor 
New York, New York 10017 

Dear Ambassador Vinci: 

We are distressed by your abstention on the General 
Assembly vote endorsing the bias ed report of the 
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights 
of the Palestinian People. 

'!'h is misguided report is both an appeal for Israel 
to commit suicide and a source of inspiration for 
those seeking to prevent a just and peaceful Middle 
East settlement. Not accidentally, the report avoids 
re feren ce to Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338, 
th e cornerstones of such a settlement. 

The issue here was a profoundly moral one which goes 
to the very question of peace and of Jewish survival. 
It ··is for this reason that we would have expected a 
more forthright response from your Government. 

AMS : DMB: jbj 

/4tic;rely yours, ' 

v/~ ~-_;> 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of Major 

American Jewish Organizations 

~nc\ .. ,l;~l.1~lc.0 1J~_J . 
David M. Blumberg V 7 
Chairman • 
U.N. Task Force 
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November 30, 1976 

H.E. Mr. T.T.B. Koh 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
Permanent Mission of the Republic of Singapore 

to the United Nations 
711 Third Avenue 
11th floor 
New York, New York 10017 

Dear Ambassador Koh: 

We are shocked and dismayed by the vote cast at the 
U.N. last week on the resolution endorsing the biased 
r eport of the Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People. 

This misguided report is both an appeal for Israel 
to commit suicide and a source of inspiration for 
those seeking to prevent a just and peaceful Middle 
East settlement. Not accidentally, the report 
avoids reference to Security Council Resolutions 
242 and 338, the cornerstones of such a settlement. 

AMS: DMB: jbj 

;;~u 
- Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of Major 

American Jewish Organizations 

David 1L Blumberg 
Chairman 
U.N. Task Force • 
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November 30, 1976 

H.E. Dr. Simon Alberto Consalvi 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
Permanent Mission of Venezuela to the United Nations 
231 East 46th Street 
New York, New York 10017 

Dear Ambassador Co nsalvi: 

We are sh6cked and dismayed by the vote cast at the 
U.N. last week on the resolution endorsing the biased 
report of the Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People. 

This misguided report is both an appeal for Israel 
to commit suicide and a source of inspiration for 
those seeking to prevent a just and peaceful Middle 
East settlement. Not accidentally, the report avoids 
reference to Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338, 
the cornerstones of such a settlement. 

Your favorable vo te on the Committee's report is a 
disservice to peace and to the Jewish people. It 
will not be quickly forgotten. 

AMS:DMB;jbj 
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&rely yours, _.....,.-Cc-~ 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of Major 

American Jewish Organizations 

~1~:£/(4J~ 

David hl. Blumberg 
Chairman 
U.N. Task Force 
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November 17, 1976 

H.E. Sr. Don Jaime de Pinies 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
Perma nent Mission of Spain to the United Nations 
809 United Nations Plaza 
6th f loor 
New York , New York 10017 

Dear Ambassador P inies : 

I n examining t he reco r d of th e U. N. General Assembly 
debate on a parthe id, we were distressed to see t hat 
your Government voted in favor of the r e s olution which 
specifically singled out Is rael f o r its rela tions with 
South Africa. This resolution was clearly one-sided, 
imbalanced and hypocritica l. The fact of the matter 
is that doze ns of othe r nations have far greater 
commercial and military ties to South Africa than Israel. 

Moreover, the resolution was a disservice both to the 
struggle against apartheid and to the search for a 
peaceful and just settleme nt in t he Middle East. Indeed, 
the resolution undermi nes t h e sea rch for a peaceful 
Middle East solution and exacerb a tes tensions between 
states in the area. 

The Jewish community of the United States cannot be but 
stunned by your Government's vote. We would very much 
hope that on future issues of a similar character which 
may arise in the General Assembly, your Government will 
choose to examine objectively, and from a profoundly 
moral perspective, all facets of the question. At the 
present time, we are very much concerned about the report 
of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable 
Rights of the Palestinian People. If that report is 
approved, it will constitute a severe set-back to any 
negotiations of a Middle East settlement. We trust you 
will vote to reject it. 

Sin erely yours, ') / ~ 

~M-JJv\\,{~ ll1.,111,['.-e_, 
Ch airman 
Conference of Presidents of 

Major American Jewish 
Organizations 

David M. Blumberg 
Chairman 
U.N. Task Force 
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November 17, 1976 

H.E. Mr. J.T.X. Muwamba 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
Permanent Mission of the Republic of Malawi 

to the United Nations 
777 Third Avenue 
New York, New York 10017 

Dear Ambassador Muwamba: 

In reading over the records of the U.N. General 
Assembly debate on apartheid, we were enormously 
impressed by the fervent moral quality of your 
perceptive remarks exposing the hypocrisy of :the 
resolution which condemned Israel for its ties 
with South Africa. We wish to add our names to 
those of countless other Americans, Jews and non
Jews alike, who applaud your integrity in high
lighting this sham at the U.N. 

We trust that when the deeply moral issue concerning 
the one-sided and imbalanced report of the Committee 
on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the 
Palestinian People arises in the General Assembly, 
you will be equally eloquent in decis±ve~y rejecting 
it. All clear-thinking persons regard the Committee's 
report as a serious set-back to the negotiations for 
a peaceful and just settlement in the Middle East. 

May we take this opportunity to once again commend 
your initiative and to affirm our organization's 
unalterable opposition to all forms of racial 
discrimination and colonialism. 

. ~u Sincerel~~l~ ~ f~C, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Sc~ David M. Blumberg / 
Ch airman Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of U.N. Task Force 

Major American Jewish Organizations 
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Annex A 
Agenda l~em 27: Qu estion of Palestine 
Statement made in explanation of our vote 
on L.20, before the vote, in the plenary, 
on 24 Nov. 1976~ 

My ciclc:uulion w0u hi like to explain its vote on . the clraft r.esolutic.J11 

l ,d'on: us. 'l11t: b,1u.1·t r) f the dru.rt resolutiou ) ies in Hs operative parai::: raph 

'lhat pa ru :~ 1·&pll tukes note of the report of the Comrni ttee on the e)f:erc:i se 

ol' the i11a 1 icnal1lc..: :l'iglits of the Palestinj an pt"!ople. $ec:onclly, it endorses 

' . the l'ecouunt:wiatio11s of the report, which it describes as a basis for the soluti o 1, 

of tlie questiou of' Pulcstine. 

' . 
It fo] lows Uwt one I s attitude towards the draft resolution depends 

upon one's eva]uatiou of the recommendations contained in the report. The 

r'(![)Ort contains two lllain recommendations. The first affects the rights of thc..: 

Palestiniun A:cab refugees as individuals. 'lbe second affects the right of th<.: 

P~ lestinian Arot. us u nu tion of people. 

In swruum·y, tht.: fh·st recommendation is that all Palestinian Arab 

rct'ugees, disloeated as a result of the 1967 war, should be allowed to return 

to ·· tht:'!ir homeland in -tlk! shortest possible ti.me. · The refugees, who have been 
\ . 
' 

dis1c1c1:1ted betw8en 1948 and 1967, should be given a right to · choose ~ither tc> 

·return to their liomelaud or to be paiJ. compensation for their lost propertie s. 

The seconu recommendation is that an Arab Palestinian State ,, under the lead-2r

ship of · the · PLO, be established in the West Bank and in G~za .. 

The report dea]s exclusively with the rights of the Palestinian Ar<ibs. 

• It doli!; not refer , in relevant respect~, to the rights ;of Israel. The prob ·L~m 

of Palestine is that Loth the Palestinian Arabs and Isr~el ·h,v~ legitimatE 

rights. The cha.llenge is to reconcile the competing rig9ts of the Palestiniirn 

Arabt1, on the one bond and of Israel,' on the other hand._ 

'l'he approa ch ot' my delegation ·1s an even-handed one ._" We believe that 

an acc:cptuLJt:! solution to the qu~stion of Pa.lesti11e must, et one end the sam<~ 

time, vinJicate the ri~1ls of the Palestinia n Artibs a nd . preserye the legitimate 
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:-:y ,J..: 1 c .. :ut iori c-c1n support tl,t proi-,osc:J l t.o estald i sh <-1 Pci lesti ne Arab 
• ~t~tt ir. 1.n ~ ¼..:nt b&nk bDd in G&za. We can also support . the proposal that 

ti,,.: t,Ju,i11i~tn1t.ivc c:ontrul of such & St&te, shou]d, at l1:11st in the first 

i1,stur.,·c, lo,: ir, tt1...: hands of the PLO. \Jc understa11d, howcvt.:r, why · Isrc1el 

i:.; pcl't ,1,-LcJ ry t litse proposals. Is1·ael is perturbed because the PLO has 
rieve1· stl:ittd, in cle&r and unequivocal terms, th&t it is willing to accept 

. tile kt.'. it i111,H.:y or' the State of Israel and to live in peace and arni ty with 

her. In this rtspect, we wish to recall what was said by Ambassador Fall 
·ur ~tr,e,;r. 1, the Chairman of the Palestine Committee, on 15th November. 

11 'l'ht:: Arabs, for their part, must adopt a m?re realistic approach 

tu the question and banish from their minds any idea of 'throwing . 

t°he Jews into the sea'. They must abandon the subjective and 

emot iona 1 approach which has so far characterised their relations 

·with the Jews. The State of Israel is a reality of our time and. 

its 1:xistence cannot be denied." ' .. - -

We can sup~ort the propo~al that the Palestinian _Arab refugees have 

ii · right to · choose either to r .eturn to their homeland or to be paid compensa
tion for lost properties. At the same time, we understand why Israel finds 
this proposal difficult to accept. Obviously, Israel cannot be expected to 

accept the return of those who seek to destroy her. It is _ understandable 

should Israel insist on the right to admit only those who are willing to 

live ~t peace with her. In addition, since the refugees number~ in their 

totality, approximately 1.5 miilion persons, their right to return must be 

phaser! and must be conducted in an. orderly and organised manner; 

••.. Pg 3 
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State ·of t11elr O',-ln; whi 1st wt.: clln ~; 11ppurt. th~ ri1-~ht .r th~ l'(.:fug..:es t0 retun1 

'!'IL.is p.z.ir,1 tl1,c: c:ut;e, our support t'c.,r the repurt u1' the C0mmitte:e is a 4utiJil'iul ;J 1c. 

\·Je I,(! I 2 •...: \.'..: t.uc1'l wt1d1 th<:: Sc:curi ty Cou~c i] meets to l'C.:COJ1sid'er ' tbE: recommeridu Llor1~ 

,::, . 1i1 :~111<:J L1 t11e: r..:port, tht: Council must nec:es:;arily also take into account the 

le~i tl1111 t,...: . dd1t.:.; (Jt' the State of Israel. As the language of operative paragrapt1 

~ Jt;.;tl I' su~ge~ts, the report f'or1~s only . "a" basis, not"the" _ta.sjs for the 

s, , 111t ion ot' th~ question of ·Palestine~ . Security Council resolutions 242 and 33t 
.. ·, . 

mu~t ltc:1ve a rightful pll:1ce in any comp.rehensive frwnewoz·k f'oi· t 'he solution of 
-: , 

·tti~· Middle-East question and the question · of f>e.lestine. .. -.. . 
. •: . 

My delegation's affirmative vot~ must therefore be seen in the light ul' 

lhe ·ab0ve Cl;IV~ats and intel'pretation. 

·· ,.··. : _i ,.: ._ .. '' 
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3 Dec 76 

Rabbi Alexander M Schindler 
Chairman • 
Conference of Presidents of 
Major American Jewish Organiza
tions, and 
Mr David M Blumberg 
Chairman 
UN Task Force 
515 Park Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10022. 

Dear Rabbi Schindler & 
Mr Blumberg 

FA l02--S 0590/73 

PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE 
OF THE REPUllLIC Ol~ SINGAPORE 

TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
1 UN Plaza, 26th Floor, 
New York, N.Y. 10017 

Thank you for your letter of 30 November expressing 
shock and dismay at the positive vote which my delegation 
cast on the resolution concerning the report of the Commit
tee on the Exercise of the lnal ienable Rights of the 
Palestinian People. 

I enclose a copy of the Statement which I made 
in explanation of my vote. I hope that after reading my 
Statement you will be less dismayed and less shocked at my 
delegations voting position. 

Yours sincerely 

T.T.B. KOH i: 

. > 
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the Inalienable fhc;!1t.s ,)~' l i:e t::Lt::st · · .i.:rn thJ \ ie, 

Lo recall that the t~ir.e Cc.-Unt ri <.: C: of l'.I<.:! i.\., l' tJ j L"<l i, r 

., i1nu1 ~: li::e firs t 0f all 

reservations with re t;nrJ to the c~mstitution ,f L!1u1, Cu1,r.1in.ee . 'l'hose 

reservations concerned 1:,c. i nly Tl.e basis o f rl1c Cvu1:itt-ef- ' s te:1T1s of refer enc:e . 

\le were of the opinion, as Ai:.taS'.jaJc r \'inci of I Lal.\' Lltat.ed on l,ebalf of 

cur couptries at t/1e thirtieth ses::;ion c:,f th.: Gc11e1·al i\ss en,:.ly , that the 

t t ~ • l th C • t • f :l t • • ' l • ~)3r,• , ( '.:Y'.•) 
ex s on 11r11c 1 e or:mn \·ee s 1·1anc a e 1.: 1. , . ':.· ':' t, · •'. , _ · , , •. _, ,~ ~,;,ions _,..,. 

and 3236 ( XXIX ), sinL;lcd out onC; cf the as1' ects vr' t he i."iJcil<' utsL 

settlement and thus p cej udicc cl the frnn.::wL1rL fixed in :~ecuri ty Council 

r esolutions 2l12 (1 967 ) and. 33ti ( l9r:i) . 

De::;p~t.e those r esorvat ions our nine Guven11n,nl.s h.'.lve cons i dered with 

inLerest the report of tile Conu1 i ttee 0 1' 211, since- we believe that jt, 1·e1,r esents 

an effort to give concrete expression to t!1e ri ght:; of thE- Palestinian 

:people, the implementation of which must cons tit utc une of tlie fundamental 

elements of .a settleme nt in the ilid,.He ins t. 

Our nine , Governtnents are c: 1_,nvinc ed tl1at a balanced and realistic approach 

to tpe r~oblem of the Hi rldle L.:a.,t must tc1l:e into ac count s i r.:ult aneously all 

the ~sp~cts of the quest. ion, tc '2 '1USP. nll the com:r;o11ent par ts o f a peace 

settlq,1~~t are ~ n:; ,,._, • ._ ., , As I have j u:::t !)Oi nteu out , the E1ar,date which 

was· gtven to the Committ ee of ...:o does nut reflect this ir,div i sit-ili ty . 

fer 1-re note t.hat in surr:rrnri zinc"; the .1"'r',, t •: 1 :1 L. e ('r:?:::·1i, ' .., e t :::c r•..:r,ort 

of the Co1nrnittee, which t.akes i nto n.~co11nt only t\lo of the elernent::; of a 

peace s <: ttlement, m,r,.ely , tltc Israel i ,,it.h-ln:Ll·/3.l :in :'l the Pale:..:t i nians ' 

:r:i5hts . We r egret th::i.t the third elernent uoes not appear air.cng those 

recommendation~. They suffer l:.l1e r efore from a fundarn ent al i mbalance , 

which is why we cannot endorse t.l1em. 

The nipe Governments of tl ,e !:.'uru11ear. Cr. ir~.1E1i ~i, ·,, le: ~e ve t :!at -:he 

implementation of the rights o f the Palestinian people cannot t e ach i eved 

except within the framework of an over-all settler.tent , whict: i s the only 

formula capable of r econc ilinc'; the l e~itirnate ri ~hts and coucerns of all 

the parties, becaus e it does nnt separate the variou~ e l e1aents of the problem . 
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t {_ 

first, tht~ i11 adJ1!i ss i llilit:· c,f t:w uc ,11;.i::;i l i ,i. ,f terriL:ry t:,r fnr r• ,'.; 

s e conilly l the need for Isruel to end ti1e -re rri. tl! 1·i ;,l. u•"'. ::u ·eL iun which it 

has mai ntained since the con flict of 19ci7; thirdly, r ~s~ect fvr t je 

sovereignty, territori a l int egrity a nd independence of eve r y St~t e in 

the area and t heir ri g ht. to li ve in i:,eac~ within secure and 1·eccgni zed 

poundaries; a11d foul'thly , recu c:nition that in the estc1'cl i shmen1.. cf a ·just 

and lasting ri~acl!! ac count must be taken of the let,:i t i ma.te ri ghts of the 

Pµl estini!fils . 11 (A/ 31 / PV .7, r . ~2 ) 

'l'hose fpur principl e s are c1esi,:::ned t o cove r all t.ht::: aspects o f 

settlemeµt oft~~ Niddle t ast crisi s , inclu~in~ those re sultin~ from 

the 1967 ~or\flict and the new awareness of the aspirati ons of the 

fa~eqt inian peuple . 

It i q with r~gret that oµr nine:= countri es note that no procres s has been 

made i µ the past year in the seard. for pE:ace in the lliddle East. 1 fe are of ,. 

the opinion that th.i= situation in the Mtqdle East re quires the i11,mediate 

r esu~ptio~ of qe'gptiat~ons 1rith a. view to fine.ling an over-all settlement t o 

the Mi ddle Ea.st conflict, a confl i c t which cor,t inues to r epr esent '.c :-02r:i 1us . . : . : . 
q.anger t() interq;:i.tional peace and security. Tl , ,-. , necotiations 1aus t be 

b g.sed oµ the e+ements contained in Secµrity Council resolutions 242 (1967) 
13-pd 338 {1973) a,nd oq the princi1,les which I ha ve j ust outlined . 

w~ wish to reaffirm that the nine Goyerµmepts of t he European ~ :~r ~ n i t. i Ls 

remain ready to ~e an active contribµtion to all the effort s to find a 

stressed that t hey p.re ready t o consider part icipating in a syste1 •1 o f 

international guarantees . 

In repeatiµg that t l1e Palestini an p r ol.Jlem has 11. dec.-i s i ve we i GlrL in tlle 

;;earch for -peac:e in the jviiddle :Cast, our countries wi sl·, t u mate it. cl e: , r 

that the exerpi~e of the :pight of t he Palestinian people t o the effective 

express i on of its national identity mi Ght include a t.erritori2l base 

,rith::i.n the fr 1trn1=vork of a, nee-;oqated. settlcr.:ent . The exerc ise o f t:nt right 

r,mst qe compatible with ~be rk;ht of aJ..l the States i n the regi on , i nc ludin~ 

Israel, to li'1e i n peace wiU~in secure and reco~niz ed frontie r s . 
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1 11 ·11 ic:ne.ble Rights ,, f the Pn1cslini,:,. :-'c. ·µ1-::: ·:: d r' ,t: Jy surivrts the 

t·c.:-.:..,mrt!end:it--i ~ns <..:u1,L,!L1t<-d in it s r,::1ll·t . 

Tsn,.el must be rr:aJe t o withJ1·:1,1 fret:·. :, 11 t Le Ar•cu t errit cri E:s cccupied 

,;i 11-..:e 1967, in acccrdunce with the releve.nt resclut i:ms cf the Security Ccunc il. 

Isr.'.lel is tinder fl binJing cbli~9.t i on o 1;E:n:: it tl;E return cf e.11 the 

Pnlestinin.n r e fugees displaced as a reeult c1/the Ar9.b-Israeli h0stilities. 

The in~Jienable right c f the Pnlcstini::i.ns as been ~ffir~ed by the 

Gen1::r£1.l Assembly in its res olution 3236 (XXIX). In t~. c "1',ee r.tirr.e Israel shculd 
/ 

desist from the este.blishment. of neyfettl er::cnts in th..:: o~cns;ic,d t erritories. 

' 
The Security Cnuncil shculd be request ed t n rec, r,sia er its decision on 

/ 

the rec ommendations cf tpe C/mitt.ee en th0 Ex(:rcise .:if the In::i.lic!n-lble Fights 

of the PaleE;tininn Peopl/nd to prepare :-:. time-t.'.lble f or the c cmplete_ 

withdrav~l cf Israeli optupation f orces fr ~~ the ~r~as occupi ed since ' l967 . 
,/ 

in copsultatic n wi~the Palestine Liliernti,, n Organiz:i..tion. 

So l c ng as tlie P2.lestinio..ns rem:i.in a st:i.teless people there can be no 

pee.ce in the !)~le Ee.st. The este.blisr.ment of an independent Palestinian 

St11te is//'ulti.!'lnt e s0lntion of the impasse in th::it war-torn area . 

t-lr. KAUfl.1Arm (N etherlands ) (interpret o.tion frcm French): On beh'l:)..f 
, 

cf the nine rr.ernbe r c ountri es of the Eur0pe.qn Communities, I should like t c 

state our viewpoint on the very important it em before the Assemhly. 

The nine have repeatedly said what importance they att:7.ch to the question 

of PPslestin~ . This pr oblem is on~ of the central que s tions in the Middle Ea.st 

c onflict. No peac e settlement will be achieved unless a solution is found to 

that problem. Jn this context I should like to r ecall that the Foreign Minister 

of the Netherlands, t-1r. Van der Stoel, stressed in the stateIT'.ent he made during 

the general debate that the c ountr ies of the Ccmmuniti c:s attached particular 

importance to the application cf the following principles. 
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PERMANENT MISSION O!" ITALY 

TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

7 4 7 TH IR D A V , E NU E 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 

2 December 1976 

Conference of Presidents of M.ajor American 
Jewish Organizations 

515 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Thank you for your letter of November 29, 1976, whose 
contents I have duly noted. 

May I inform you that the position of my Govern_ment 
on the issue of the report of the Committee on the Exercise 
of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People i11as 
outlined by the Ambassador of the Netherlands to the United 
Nations, Mr. Johan Kaufmann, on 18 November 1976, when he 
spoke in the General Assembly on behalf of the nine member 
States of the European Community. 

I enclose herewith, for your information, the text 
of the speech. 

cc: Mr. David M. Blumberg 
Chairman, U.N. Task Force 

enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 
, - / 
I I 

i - II. 
: V ·,J V /,, , 

Piero v·fnc'. i 
Ambassador 



PERMANENT 

REPRESENTATIVE OF ISRAEL 

TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Conference of Presidents 

of Major Jewish Organizations 
515 Park Avenue 
New York I New York 

Dear Alex, 

2 3 December 19 7 6 

800 SECOND AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N . Y. 10017 

OXFORD 7-5500 

With the conclusion of the current session of the General Assembly 
of the United Nations I write to give credit where credit is due. 

I recall raising the question of our problem in the United Nations a nd 
the necessity for support from the Jewish People, I recall too your 
immediate reaction and decision to set up the United Nations Task 
Force. 

This Task Force under David Blumberg has filled a most needed want 
and has been successful. 

I thought you would like to know this since your instinctive reaction 
has been vindicated. 

Many thanks. 

Sincerely, 

C. Herzog 
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The [T.N.' s Double Standard 
On Human Rights 

By William Korey 

E VERY YEAR some 20,000 petitions detailing viola
tions of human rights reach the United Nations. 

These petitions, euphe111istically called "communica
tions," constitute the tip of an icel;lerg. Gross violations 
often go unreported dqe to fear or the inability to for
ward petitions or the simple inability to write. 

Some of the more vicious forms of abridgement of 
human rights, indeed, have been increasing in the past 
few years. A recent Amnesty International report docu
mented examples of physical and psychological torture 
in some 60 countries. Beginning in 1965, terrifying ins
tances of genocide - the destruction of an ethnic, racial 
er religious group - began reappearing. 

All this despite the fact that specific articles of the 
United Nations Charter, adopted in a moment of univer
sal optimism in 1945, require of member-states that they 
"take joint and separate action in cooperation" with the 
U.N. to promote "universal respect for, and observance 
of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for all with-

out distinction." All this despite the existence of the 
U.N.'s Universal Declaration of Human Rights, theoreti
cally buttressed by 19 separate treaties binding contract
ing parties to observe different facets of human rights. 

The U.N. Commission on Human Rights, which should 
have assumed at least minimal functions for achieving 
compliance with the charter and the declaration, abdi
cated its responsibility for more than 20 years. Tn 1947, 
the Commission adopted a self-denying rule that "it has 
no power to take any action in regard to any complaints 
concerning human rights." Twelve years later the rule 
was reaffirmed by the Commission's superior, the Eco,. 
nomic and Social Council. The literally hundreds of 
thousands of petitioners who have sent their complaints 
to the U.N. were adviSed that the body was powerless to 
''take any action." 

The General Assembly, under the impact of the Afri
can states, did create implementation organs, but only in 
two specific areas: decolonization and apartheid. Perma-



nent committees were established to receive communi
cations from organizations and individuals, hold hear
ings with petitioners and publisk reports on their find
ings. The effective functioning of these Assembly 
mechanisms made it clear, if proof was ever needed. 
that the "domestic jurisdiction" clause of the Charter 
constituted no obstacle to a determined majority. And it 
also demonstrated that the U.N. could develop an elabo
rate machinery for implementation when desired. 

The Commission on Human Rights, too, succumbed to 
the thrust of the Afro-Asian bloc. In 1967, it created an 
Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts on South African 
Prisoners and Detainees. Formal inquiry was to be made 
into the abridgement of the rights of prisoners in South 
Africa, And since then, the powerful Arab bloc has suc
ceeded in adding Israel to the targeted Southern African 
areas as appropriate for formal inquiry. 

Clearly, the machinery for human rights implementa
tion is restricted to those areas in which the new major
ity has a direct political interest. The far broader gamut 
of human rights issues embracing all sectors of the globe 
is treated with deliberate neglect. 

There is a sharply defined double standard in the U.N. 
world. Rights issues with which the majority are con
cerned - to which torture and arbitrary detention in 
Chile have now been added - merit the tnstall~tion of 
compliance machinery; other rights issues w.arrant ll., 
action. 

The double standard explains why the most egregious 
form of human rights violation - genocide - has been 

neglected. Since 1965, at least five instances of genocide 
or massive ethnic killings bordering on genocide have 
occurred - in Indonesia against the Chinese in 1965; in 
Nigeda against the Ibos in 1968; in Pakistan against the 
Bengalis in 1971; in Burundi against the Hutus in 1972; 
and in Iraq against the Kurds in the last two years. No 
U.N. action was taken. 

The wholesale expulsion of masses of Asians from 
Uganda in 1972 was noted by the Sub-Commission on 
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minori
ties but, by a vote of 14 to l, it rejected a proposal to send 
a cable to President Idi Amin expressing concern. When 
the i~ue was again raised by Britain for inclusion in the 
General Assembly's agenda, an African spokesman de
nounced any effort that would have "an African State 
which is exercising its sovereignty to pass before the bar 
of justice of our Organization. . . ." Faced by this de
termined opposition, the British withdrew their pro
posal, and the Ugandan regime has gone on untram
meled to amass a record of human rights abridgements. 

The double standard, together with the fierce ideolog
ical opposition of the Communist countries, also explains 
why the most imaginative suggestion ever advanced at 
the U.N. for implementation machinery in the broad 
human rights field has been repeatedly shunted aside. 
In 1965, Costa Rica first proposed appointment of a U.N. 
high commissioner for human rights who would have 
access to the complaint communications and would, 
with tact and "quiet persuasion," attempt to remedy se
rious grievances. The commissioner was to be a person 



whose integrity and prestige was so great that his rela
tive independence from the buffeting political winds at 
the U.N. would enable him to function effectively_ in a 
difficult job. The post was never created. 

A slmilar fate overtook an effort to adopt a Declara
tion and a Convention barring all forms of religious in
tolerance to parallel the Declaration and the Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 
approved by the General Assembly in 1963 and 1965 re
spectively. The idea of combating both religious and ra
cial bigotry, significantly and ironically, was prompted 
by the extraordinary world-wide anti-Semitic swastika 
epidemic of 1959-60. But the Afro-Asian bloc, supported 
by the Communists, erected an artificial wall between 
the two forms of bigotry and then quickly moved to 
draft appropriate instruments on racial discrimination. 

Promised Instruments on religious discrimination . 
evoke interest only among some Western delegates and 
the drafting process has been repeatedly delayed. Al
though work on this started in 1964, there still exist only 
a preamble and one article of a Declaration. 

An effort was :finally initiated to overcome the double 
standard at least with reference to "gross" violations of 
human rights. Bttt the progress thus far is hardly en
couraging. In 1967, the Economic and Social Council 
called upon the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Dis
·crimination and Protection of Minorities to examine the 
"communications" on human rights violation, for the 
first time, and report to the Commission on situations 
which reveal a "consistent. pattern" of gross violations. 

The Sub-Commission initially performed the required 
function and suggested that such a "pattern" appeared 
In 1968 to exist in Greece and Haiti, but the Commission 
failed to act. 

In 1970, the Economic\and Social Council attempted to 
placate critics by resurrecting, with some modifications, 
the original proposal but enclosing it in virtually total 
confidentiality. The Sub-Commission was to appoint a 5-
man Working Group which would examine the "commu
nications" and determine which complaints "appear to 
reveal a consistent pattern· of gross and reliably attested 
violations." When approved by the Sub-Commission, the 
report was to go to the Commission which would decide 
whether to undertake a thorough study or, with the con
sent of the governments concerned, arrange for an in
vestigation. In the meantime, the entire proceeding was 
to be shrouded in secrecy without even the complain
ant,; knowing what was happening to their petitions. 

Since the Sub-Commission is the first and crucial stage 
of the new procedure, it is important to examine the 
character of the body. When created in the late 1940s. it 
was -designed as a body of "experts" who would be rela
tively immune from direct political pressure of govern
ments. Thi.s conception is widely divorced from current 
reality. As Prof. John Humphrey, former head of the 
U.N. Division on Human Rights, :has testified, most Sub
Commission members take their instructions directly or 
indirectly from the regimes which :nominated them. 

The Commission itself has become "politicized," as 
President Carter suggested in his recent U.N. address. 



Its most notable achievement at the spring 1975 session, 
for example, was a resolution censuring Israel for the ar
rest and conviction of the self-admitted transmitter of 
murder weapons to Palestinian terrorists, Archbishop 
Capucci, the Melkite Catholic vicar of Jerusalem. 

The 1976 session was marked by an e'Wln more distress
ing resolution. Prompted by the Soviet Union, the Com
mission decided that the "right to life" tlook precedence 
over all other human rights. The cynical implication is 
clear: if a state arbitrarily determines tha-.t its "security" 
is threatened, it can suspend all other hwnan rights -
speech, religious exercise, assembly, emigration. The 
most recent session was distinguished by a refusal to 
take any action on the reported massacres in Uganda. 
(Last weelc the International Commission of Jurists re
ported that more than 100,000 people may have been 
killed by Ugandan security forces since Idi Amin be
came president six years ago.) 

In 1973, the Sub-Commission actually approved eight 
human rights cases examined by the Working Group 
and forwarded them to the Commission. But the Com
mission in 1974 decided not to act. Instead, in closed ses
sion, it voted to set up a new 5-member Working Group 
from the Commission itself which would review in 1975 
the eight cases and all subsequent cases filed by the Sub
Commission. An informed observer, Rep. Donald Fraser 
(D-Minn.), commented with irony that the oppressed in 
the cases listed would simply have "to withstand the op
pression for another year," The 1975 session prodaced 

• no action on those cases or on tw,o additional cases. By 

1976, the Commission had swept all these cases involving' 
gross violations into the limbo of history. 

The Reasons Why 

H OW IS the disappointing record in the implementa
tion field to be explained? Two interrelated factors 

throw light on the problem. 
First was the illusory character of the assumption held 

by the U.N.'s founding fathers that liberal democratic 
values, nourished in a cooperative post-war atmosphere, 
would eventually prevail. Today, only 39 of the 147 mem
ber-states of the United Nations - as a Freedom House 
survey reveals - can be considered free societies in 
terms of political and civil rights. If the overwhelming 
majority of the U.N. member-states lack the fundamen
tals of a liberal democratic structure, it can hardly be ex
pected that they will champion broad human rights ob
jectives. In the Commission on Human Rights. only 9 of 
32 represent free societies. Even Uganda is a member. 

Communist countries from the very beginning, of 
course, held to a fundamentally different conception of 
the relationship between the individual and the state 
from that in democratic countries. At a world peace con
gress in Moscow in 1973, Leonid Brezhnev referred to 
"talk of freedom ... and human rights" in the West as 
only an attempt "to interfere in the internal affairs of 
the socialist countries.'' 

A not too dissimilar view prevails among many of the 
developing countries. If they have opted for programs of 
moderni:zation and Industrialization, the usual method 



chosen has been authoritarian. Thus, 18 of the 35 Afri

can states south of the Sahara are governed by military 
dictatorships; most of the rest are one-party states. 

A revealing document is the official summary o! the 

U.N.-sponsored "Seminar on the Study of New Ways and 

Means for Promoting Human Rights with Special Atten

tion to the Problems and Needs of Africa," held in Tan

zania in 1973. Protection of the rights of the individual 

was frankly a1;knowledged to be secondary to the needs 

of the state. As a result, "some violatioru, of human 

rights were inevitable." Indeed, a number of African 

participants argued, "there was no point in talking about 

human rights as long as the serious economic problems 

had not been solved and that, on the whole, the interna

tional standards concerning human rights as set out in 

the various instruments of the United Nations were 

alien to African reality." 
The strength of this view is augmented many times 

over as a result of the tendency at the U.N. for countries 

to group together and vote in blocs. With regionalism as 

the dominant political mechanism of the U.N. system, 

countries within a bloc have a stake in supporting over

all bloc objectives and warding off embarrassment to 

others within the bloc. 

A second reason for the reluctance to develop imple

mentation machinery springs from the very nature or 

foreign policy-making in virtually all countries. As Prof. 

Richard Bilder has argued, the responsibility of a gov

ernment official in foreign affairs lies, first and fore-

most, in the protection and promotion uf hil> ovi"n SU!te·s 

interests, and not in _advancing human rights elsewhere. 

Further, many officials consider human rights to be a 

dangerous Pandora's box. If it were opened, no govern

ment would be safe from attack. For this reason, Nobel 

Laureate Sean McBride contended that there exists a 

"conspiracy of governments" to evade and avoid giving 

effect to the international rights of man. 
Raison d'etat will preclude, for example, subjecting a 

friendly government to criticism in the human rights 

field at the U.N. A State Department official was espe

cially candid when he told a congressional subcommit

tee two years ago that "it is obvfously much easier for us 

to attach special weight to an adverse finding of an in

ternational body when that finding relates to a country 

with which we do not have a particularly close relation." 

Two former U.S. representatives to the U.N. Human 

Rights Commission, Morris Abram and Rita Hauser, 

have said the State Department did not permit them to 

speak out on human rights violations in the Greece or 

the colonels and in Northern Ireland. Similarly, the 

policy of detente, under Henry Kissinger's guidance, re

quired silence about Soviet non-compliance in the 

human rights field. William Buckley, U.S. representative 

on the General Assembly's Third Committee, learned 

that he was "to ignore Soviet infractions against the 

stated goals of the U.N. organization." 
This attitude is, of course, antithetical to the Carter ap

proach. Human rights are proclaimed as central to the 

new administration~s posture in international affairs. As 



both psychologically and administratively." 
Observers were aware that a large num~er of the most 

.active human rights non-governmental organizations 
are based in New York. Equally important is the pres
ence at U.N. Headquarters of numerous newspaper cor
respondents whose disclosures and proddings have fre-
9uently prompted positive human rights action, The per
manent press corps in Geneva, in contrast, is almost neg
ligible. A high U.N. official commented at the time that 
the Division "will be more asleep" in Geneva. 

Carter noted that the return of the 68-member Divi
sion to New York would permit its activities to be "in the 
forefront of our attention" and enable the press corps to 
"stimulate us to deal honestly with this sensitive [human 
rights] issue." However, the very character of the Gen
eral Assembly and the attitude of its majority to human 
rights makes a favorable response to the President's rec
ommendation most unlikely. A possible compromise 1s to 
require at least the Commission on Human Rights and 
its Sub-Commission to meet on alternate years in New 
York-as happened in the early 1970s. 

The President also proposed that the Commission 
meet more often - it currently meets for a 5-week ses
F.ion once a year - and that all nations extend to it their 
: .. fullest cooperation." But to the extent'that the Commis
sion 1s politicized, a longer session or more sessions will 
c:ontribute little to removing the challenge of its selec
tive morality. 

The crux of the problem remains the depoUttctzatlon 
of the U.N. human rights progran\ and on this the Presi-

dent said little. He did strongly endorse the idea of a 
U.N. high commissioner for human rights, but the lhn
ited time given the subject suggests that be ts painfully 
_aware of how difficult it will be to win majority support 
for the proposal. Until this type of institution 1s accepted 
by the General Assembly, however, any significant pro
gress in the human rights field 1s doubtful. 

Bridges to the Third World 

W HAT becomes the principal task of those commit• 
ted to human rights, in view of existing flawed 

structural realities, is resistance to any erosion of the 
basic norms already established by the U.N. (Several ex
amples of such erosion have already taken place includ
ing the adoption of the resolution defining Zionism as a 
form of racism.) The task will require the United States 
to press its Western allies, all too often inclined to with• 
draw or abstain, to join in the battle for preserving 
human rights. A leading Dutch rights expert bas empha
sized that a principled opposition by a determined West
ern minority ts as essential today as it was for the Soviet 
bloc during the 1950s when it warded off assaults by a 
U.N. majority against its ideological system. 

Even more important tactically, in view of U.N. voting 
patterns, is the building of bridges to various elements 
within the Third World. The search for a common 
ground is by no means hopeless. Several African leaders 
have demonstrated interest in human rights and con
tempt for ldi Amin's excesses in Uganda. What is re-



quired is a sensitivity on the part of the West to two 
broad concerns: a) apartheid and racial discrimination in 
southern Africa, and b) assistance to overcome the seri
ous economic deprivations in the Third World. 

The congressional removal of the pro-Rhodesia Byrd 
amendment is a welcome development, as is the con
tinued pressure upon the Rhodesian regime to alter its 
racist electoral system fundamentally. Vigorous articula
tion of our traditional contempt for apartheid is certain 
to evoke a positive response. Equally essential is the 
launching of a campaign against hunger buttressed by 
what Henry Kissinger has called a "strategy of develop
ment" - the creation of international agencies to pro
vide balance of payment support, to make export earn
ings stable and to extend large-scale credits. 

Even as it searches for a common ground, the United 
States would go astray badly were it to emphasize 
"human needs" at the expense . of "human rights.·• 
Balancing off unmet economic needs against human 
rights violations would provide a bizarre calculus. The 
basic freedoms provide the means by which solutions to 

"human needs" can be considered and acted upon. In
deed, our stress should be on integrating human rights 
objectives into the major U.N. economic programs. The 
so-called International Development Strategy prepared 
by the U.N. to achieve goals of the Second U.N. Develo~ 
ment Decade, regrettably, carries not a single reference 
to the promotion of human rights. Neither does the key 
U.N. declaration on the establishment of the New Inter
national Economic Order. These serious gaps requife fil. 
ling both on a symbolic and a substantive level. 

Foremost among our purposes in building bridges to 
the Third World is the educational objective ultimately 
of ending selectivity and the double standard. Imprison
ment of dissenters, torture, expulsion, genocidal prac
tices and denial of freedoms wherever they occur 
;should be the concern of the international community 
and the target for exposure and elimination. At issue is 
the very credibility of the U.N. as an instrument for 
realizing what President Carter called "a more universal 
demand for fundamental human rights." 
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Date IJ(;C ember 16, 1976 

From ___ :hc_r~~_:_,_s_o_r_t_o_r _______________ _ 

To ---------------------------------------

Copy fo. • r,,. ., ............. •'en of __________________________________ _ 

Subject __ r,_·-~_,I_I_C_cll._~_M _________________________________ _ 

Tl,E: fol lav ing Mailgram was sent today : 

Congressman Andrew Young 
U.S. House of Representatives 
~ashington, D.C . 

Warm and hearty congratulations and all good wishes on your 
designa tion as our nation's Ambassador to the United Nations. 
Thi s is a critical post and I am delighted that a person of 
your sensitivity, great humanitarianism and profound commit 
men t to human rights will be representing us in the council 
of nations. This appointment is a richly-merited tribute 
to your talents and abilities and one which I whole-heartedly 
applaud. 

A~y you derive a full measure of personal satisfaction and 
fulfillment from your new responsibilities . 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

838 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 212/249-0100 



-·~()~FERENCE-OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR 

515 PARK AVENUE 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 
Plaza 2-1616 

AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS Cable Address: COJOGRA 

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS: 

American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee 

American Jewish Congress 

American Mizrachi Women's 
Organization 

American Zionist Federation 

Anti-Defamation League 

B'nai B'rith 

B'nai B'rith Women 

Bnai Zion 

Central Conference of 
American Rabbis 

Council of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare Funds (observer) 

Hadassah 

Jewish Labor Committee 

Jewish Reconstructionist 
Foundation 

Jewish War Veterans 
of the U.S.A. 

Labor Zionist Alliance 

Mizrachi-Hapoel Hamizrachi 

National Committee for 
Labor Israel, Inc. 

National Council of 
Jewish Women 

National Council of 
Young Israel 

National Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods 

National Jewish Community 
Relations Advisory Council 

National Jewish Welfare Board 

North American Jewish 
Youth Council 

Pioneer Women 

The Rabbinical Assembly 

Rabbinical Counci l of America 

Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations 

Union of Orthodox Jewish 
Congregations of America 

United Synagogue of America 

Women's American ORT 

Women's League for 
Conservative Judaism 

World Zionist Organization 
American Section, Inc. 

Zionist Organization of America 

For Innnediate Release 

Statement by Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman 

Con:ference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations 

Andrew Young is an outstanding choice as our country's 

Permanent Representative to the United Nations. He is 

a man of courage and intellect, of deep compassion and 

broad understanding. He will bring to his post not only 

these personal qualities but also a close knowledge -- based 

on his own leadership in the civil rights movement -- of 

the contributions of American Jews to the struggle for 

racial justice in America and of the aspirations of 

Israel's people to live in peace, in dignity and in 

security. 

As a member of Congress, Andrew Young has compiled 

a distinguished record as a warm friend, ardent supporter 

and eloquent advocate of American economic and political 

support of Israel. He is a superbly qualified and 

greatly gifted American; he will, be, I am certain, 

a magnificent U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations in 

the tradition of Arthur J. Go:tberg and Daniel Patrick 

Moynihan. 

J2/15/76 
JTA 

XXX 
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As President of the Union of American De.brew Congregations,! look ... orvard 
to having you grace a future Union function so that the leadership of the 
Reform movement can come to know you. I know that you have met many of 
our key people, including our Vice Pre 1 and Director of Social Action, 
Albert vorapan. He baa been an avid and devoted proponent of civil rights 
and a champion of hutmm rights and equality. We number many such leaders 
in the Reform Jewish cOlll!lUllity and it would be a aource of reat delight 
to welcome you to our midst. 
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B'NAI B'RITH 
INTERNATIONAL 

COUNCIL 

DR. WILLIAM KOREY 
D i rector 

315 Lexington Avenue 
New York. N.Y. 10016 

[212) 689-7400 

1640 Rhode Island Ave .. N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20036 

[202) 393-5284 

B'NAI B'RITH 

June 28, 1977 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Alex: 

I don't know whether you've had a 
chance to read the special article that I 
wrote for the '\Washington Post (Outlook Section) 
on UN human rights. Wle have just now reprinted 
it and it strikes me that you might want to 
arrange for the sending of copies to each member 
of the Presidents' Conference. Let me know how 
manyy:,u would need. 

'WK/bk 
Enc. 

'\Warm regards. 

cc: Yehuda Hellman 

Cordially, 

/}u(J 
William Korey 



( 
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July 6, 1977 

Dr. William Korey, Director 
B'nai B'rith International Council 
315 Lexington Avenue 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Bill; 

I've been "on the road• and thi ■ is my first opportunity 
to thank you for the copy of your Washington Post article. 
It was thoughtful of you to share it with••· 

Yehuda has undoubtedly been in contact with you in regard 
to the feasibility of obtai ng c puee for embers of the 
Presidents' Conference and I will leave that to his dis
cretion. 

With every good wish and war eat regar s, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexan er . Schindler 

, cc: Mr. Yehuda Hellman 

\ 



CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF rv1AJOR 

515 PARK AVENUE 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 
Plaza 2-1616 

AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS C.ble Addrett: COJOGRA 

AFflllATl:D 03tGANIZATIONS: 

Amerian Israel Public 
Affairs Committee 

Amerian Jewish Congress 

American Mizrachi Women 

American Zionist Federation 

Anti-Defamation League 

B'nai B'rith 

B'nai B'rith Women 

Bnai Zion 

Central Conference of 
American Rabbis 

Council of Jewish Federations 
and Welf: re Funds (observer) 

Hadassah 

Jewish Labor Committee 

Jewish Reconstructionist 
Foundation 

Jewish War Veterans 
of the U.S.A. 

Labor Zionist Alliance 

Mizrachi-Hapoel Hamizrachi 

National Committee for 
Labor Israel, Inc. 

National Council of 
Jewish Women 

National Council of 
Young Israel 

National Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods 

National Jewish Community 
Relations Advisory Council 

National Jewish Welfare Board 

North American Jewish 
Youth Council 

Pioneer Women 

The Rabbinical Assembly 

Rabbinical Council of America 

Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations 

Union of Orthodox Jewish 
Congregations of America 

United Synagogue of America 

Women's American ORT 

Women·s league for 
Conservative Judaism 

World Zionist Organization 
American Section, Inc. 

Zionist Organization of America 

11 November 1977 

H.E. Sr. Don Jaime de Pinies 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
Permanent Mission of Spain to the United Nations 
809 United Nations Plaza 
6th floor 
New York, New York 10017 

Dear Ambassador Pinies: 

Permit me to express appreciation for the opportunity 
you provided Dr. Korey and me to discuss with you 
matters of deep concern to the American Jewish community. 
We very much welcome both your frankness and your 
positive sentiments. 

It is our hope and expectation, based upon our 
conversation, that within the very near future Spain 
will establish formal diplomatic relations with Israel, 
and, thereby, join in the bonds which already link 
the Jewish State with every Western government. 

It is our further hope and expectation that Spain will 
judge the various issues involving Israel at the United 
Nations on their specific, individual merits and vote 
accordingly. There can be no substitute for justice 
and fair play when the in.terests of humanity and 
democracy are at stake. 

cc: 

s,-~nc~rely, / /
4 

( / / 

~~~~~ 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 

Dr. William Korey 

AMS: jbj 

bee: H.E. Mr. Chaim Herzog 
H.E. Mr. Obadiah Soffir 



MRS. FRANK G. OPTON 
150 EAST 69TH STREET. APT. 8-F 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10021 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler : 

Dec. 13, 1976 

Thank you for your conciliatory letter of Dec.l. 

in response to my complaint about the anti-UN advertise-

ment in the New York Times of Nov. 28. I am still di~essed 

about this occurence which, I am afraid, is counterproduc

tive, as far as your organization is concerned. It surprises 

me that anybody took it upon himself, herself or themselves 

to publish this piece without consulting the leadership. I 

hope the authors of the ad have been advised of my complaint. 

I am glad to know that you s hare the desire to perfect 

rather than destroy the organization of the United Nations. 
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January 27 1 1977 

r . .Jamee Leonard, Preaident 
United Nations Aasociation of the u.s. 
345 East 46th Street 
New York, Hew Yodt 10017 

Dear Jim: 

, 

It wu niea meeting allCl l llope that • have __, ocoaaio• to be 
together in the futuft. 1 ~ • 1111 :,au pe.-a..,11:, and found 
your convenation to be -11 teniD1 u4 Oil en f.•tltutf.onal level 
I hope we can aerve our autul tat .. u by tillg wlth one another 
to share ~onc•rns. I ._,1, p'& 1 te Leo lllvie for bringing 
us together. 

The headquarters of the Union office 1 which I am generally 
to be found and you can al 8 UC•r11L1111 1 ,0 vbenabouta from my 
aas1atant 1 Mia• Miller, or ab.e • he I to be found tvel(ff-
four hour• a clay. Encloa d 1a the letterhead •£ the Pres ideate• 
conference which lists the .orgatdNti ftU.ated directly with 
this group. In addition, we have a er of usociate-member organi-
zatiom from the fund-rautng communicy which for technical r ... ou 
cannot join the Presidents' Coafere directly but they do join with 
ue on an Ufe>Ciate hula so that the conference can claim that 80'% of 
the organiutlom of the American Jewiah cO'A11mltdty are involved in the 
wodt it undertakes. The Executive Director of the Prealdente' COnfarenc 
is Yehuda Helban (Pl 2-1616). Heedlua to note, if you have any further 
queatiom about thia gmup all you need do la telephone• or r. Hallmu. 

I want to take thia opportunity to wiab you well and to exprua 1111 
congratulations on your nav post. It will.!• certain, be av ry 
exhilarating and fulfilling usignment. 

With warm good wiahea • I am 

Sincerely, 

Alaander . Schindler 

cc: Mr. Leo Nevaa 
. Yehuda Bellman 
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James S. McDonnell 
Chairman of the Board 
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Chairman 
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President 
United Steelworkers of America 
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New York Chapter, UNA 

Oscar A. de Lima 
Chairman of the Board 
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President 
San Francisco Chapter, UNA 
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Yale Law School 
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Peat, Marwick, Mitchell & Co. 
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Partner 
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Edward Lamb 
Chairman of the Board 
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Bache & Co., Inc. 
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Public Service Commissioner 
N. Y. State 
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Chairman, Executive Committee 
Chemical Bank 
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Ruder & Finn , Inc. 
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Chairman 
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Partner 
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Robert M. Ratner 
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UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION of the UNITED STATES of AMERICA 
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ary Cr ,, National Cha n, UN ,ay 1976 
(By appointment 'JI The Presi• ,nt or th, US.A.) 

Edgar B. Speer 
Chairman of the Board 

United States Steel Corporation 

Arthur J. Goldberg 
Henry Cabot Lodge 
Anna Lord Strauss 
Charles W. Yost 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

January 31, 1977 

It was a real pleasure to meet you the other day, and I, 
too, am pleased that Leo had such a happy thought. There 
are going to be some pretty tense moments over the next 
year or two (or the next century or two) and it will be 
very comforting to have you to turn to for calm, thoughtful 
counsel. 

Thank you very much for sending me the information about 
the Presidents' Conference and for your kind remarks about 
my prospective appointment. I expect to be talking to 
Andy Young shortly about arranging a meeting and I will be 
in touch with you again about this. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Ja
9

~<;. Leonard 
Pt:~dent 

JFL:mc 

~•11 
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D irector 
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B'NAI B'RITH 

October 20, 1977 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Alex: 

I believe that you will be interested in the 
following: 

Yesterday, I was called by two key officials of 
major national Jewish organizations and asked whether 
B'nai B'rith or any Jewish organization had taken a pos
ition on U.S. withdrawal from ILO. 

(As you know, because of the growing politiciza
tion of the latter -- but only partly related to anti-Israel 
resolutions and to resolutions granting PLO special status -
Kissinger, two years ago, gave official notice of USA 
withdrawal by November, 1977 unless a fundamental change in 
ILO will have taken place. This was prompted by George 
Meany and his AFL-CIO who have been increasingly disaffected 
by developments within ILO. 

(The hoped-for changes did not take place and the 
Administration has to decide on whether to fulfil the 
Kissinger commitment. Opposition to withdrawal comes from 
our European allies, from the New York Times, from pro-UN 
forces, from the State Department bureaucracy, from the UAW, 
etc. The Cabinet is split with Secretary of Labor Marshall 
and Secretary of Commerce Kreps supporting withdrawal -
which coincides with the views of AFL-CIO and the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce -- and Secretary of State Vance and 
National Security Adviser Brzezinski favoring staying in.) 

(The White House is confronted by a sharp dilemma 
which has to be resolved by November 5. Jucg.ng from the 
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above two calls, it probably is sounding out Jewish opinion 
on the subject.) 

I advised both callers that while to the best of 
my knowledge no Jewish organization has taken a formal 

policy position on the matter, the prevailing, although 
unexpressed, attitude in the organized Jewish community is 
one that is sympathetically disposed to those supporting 
withdrawal. At stake, I explained, is U.S. credibility. 
If it reneges on this commitment, its muscle and leverage 
in all UN agencies (which are similarly faced by growing 
politicization) will be significantly reduced. 

If Jewish organizations have not taken a position 
on this subject, I further said, it was because of two con
siderations. First, quite properly, the initiative belonged 
to the AFL-CIO and, to a lesser extent, to the Chamber of 
Commerce, both of which are represented in the tripartite 
structure which uniquely distinguishes ILO. Second, and 
more importantly, no one expected, until very recently, that 
the U.S. would fail to fulfil a firm commitment and, therefore, 
no one perceived the necessity of formalizing Jewish opinion. 

'!When I meet with Ed Mezvinsky this afternoon, I 
shall apprise him of this perspective. Ed has evidently 
emerged as a contact point of the Administration with Jewish 
groups on UN matters. 

At this stage of the game, and especially in view 
of the timing problem, I am uncertain but doubtful as to 
whether formalization of our position is appropriate of 
essential. There are a number of nuances with reference to 
both the issue itself and strategy related thereto which I 
have not gone into here. Should you seek greater elaboration, 
I shall be happy to comply. 

\WK/bk 
cc: Yehuda Hellman 

Morris Amitay 
Daniel Thursz 

Cordially, 
;/ 

Wil~~ 
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TELEGRAM 

NOVEMBER 30, 1977 

DR. KURT WALDHEIM 
SECRETARY GENERAL 
UNITED NATIOMS 
UNTIED NATIONS :BUILDING 
f-JfL-.J YORK, NEH YORK 

t-JE VIEU WITH ALARM AND DISMAY YOUR PROPOSAL FOR SiILL ANOTIIER t1EETitm ON THE 
MIDDLE EAST, THIS ONE ON L•JHAT YOU DESCRIBE AS THE "NEUTRAL GROUl\!D11 OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS. THERE IS NOTHING 11 NEUTRAL 11 ABOUT THE UNITED NATIONS, UHOSE 
GENERAL ASSE~1BLY HAS CONSISTENTLY ADOPTED THE MOST DEPLORABLE ANTI-ISRAEL 
RESOLUTIONS. 

THE onLY PURPOSE SUCH TALKS AS YOU PROPOSE COULD SERVE IS TO SABOTAGE THE 
MOl 1ENTUf.1 TOUARD PEACE SO DRAMATICALLY LAUNCHED AT THE HISTORIC MEEiING IN 
JERUSALEf,l BETl'JEEN PRESIDENT SADAT AND PRIME rHNISTER BEGIN. 

t·JE ARE PARiICULARLY DISTURBED BY THE INVITATION YOU HAVE EXTENDED TO THE PLO. 
THIS ACTION SEEKS TO BRirlG INTO THE DIPLOMATIC ARENA THE MOST HlCENDIARY ELEMENT 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST, A BAND OF TERRORISTS UHOSE AVOWED PURPOSE IS TO DESTROY THE 
STATE OF ISRAEL AND ~JHOSE CONTEMPTIBLE Tfl,CTIC IS TO MAKE HAR ON INNOCENT 
CIVILIANS. BY ITS CHARTER AND BY IiS ACTIVITIES, THE PLO MAS DISQUALIFIED IiSELF 
FROM ANY PLACE AT THE PEACE TABLE. THIS HAS RECOGNIZED BY UN SECURITY COUNCIL 
RESOLUTIONS 242 AND 338, 'WHICH LI1,:!T PARTICIPATION IN ANY MIDDLE E.l\ST PEACE 
CONFERENCE UrlDER UN AUSPICES TO GOVERNMENTS. YOUR INVITATION UNDERCUTS THOSE 
RESOLUTIONS. 

WE ARE SENDING A COPY OF THIS TELEGRAM TO SECRETARY OF STATE VANCE Arm AMBASSADOR 
YOUNG URGH!G OUR COUNTRY NOT TO ATTEND THE MEETING YOU HA\/E PROPOSED OR ANY 
MEETING AT HIHCH THE PLO IS PRESENT. 

RESPECTFULLY YOURS, 

RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER 
CHAIRMAN 
CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS OF r-1AJOR 

AMERICAN JEHISH ORGANIZATIONS 



UNITED NATIONS 
PRESS R~LEASE 

Office of Public Information 
Press Section 
United Nations, New York 

29 November 1977 

STATErmNT BY SECRETARY-GENERAL 

The follow:i'ng statement was issued today by Secretary
General Kurt Waldheim: 

In resoonse to the invitation of the Eryptian Government, 
I intend to designate Lt. Gen. Ensio Sillasvuo, Chief Co
ordinator of the . United Nations .Peace-keeping Operations' in 
the Middle East, to be present at the meeting in Cairo. 

As it turns out,· the meeting in Cairo w111 probably have 
limited participatio~. In the light of this consideration and 
having in mind the urgent need for an early convening of the 
Geneva Conference, I suggest that · consideration be given to the 
holding of a preparatory meeting at United Nations Headquarters, 
or any other generally .aereed ve~ue, of all those invited to 
the Cairo meeting. I believe that such a broadly based meeting, 
following on _ the Cairo meeting, could facilitate the convening 
of an early _and co~structive Conference at Ge;neva. 

* *** * 

For information media - not · an 
official record 



CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
OF MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

515 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 

Plaza 2-1616 Cable Address : COJOGRA 

2 December 1977 

TO: Members associated in the Presidents Conference 

FROM: Yehuda Hellman, Executive Director 

I n a ccordance with the decision made at the meeting of the 
Presi cents Conference on Thursday, 1 December 1977, I am 
enclosing for your information a copy of Rabbi Schindler's 
telegram to U.N. Secre tary- General Kurt Waldheim, which was 
sent on 30 November 1977 and a copy of Dr . Waldheim's reply. 



PRESIDENCIA DE LA REPUBLICA DE CHILE 

SANTIAGO, 23 de Diciembre de 1977. 

Senor 
Rabine ALEXANDER W. - SCHINDLER 
Presidente 
Conferencia de Presidentes de las principales 
organizaciones Judias -·,tm,ericanas. 
NU EV A YORK ~~ . 

DISTINGUIDO SENOR PRESIDENTE: 

Por instrucciones de S.E. el Presi
dente de la Republica, cumpleme referirme a su telex de 
fecha 9 de octubre pasado, en el cual expresa que un re
presentante de la Organizaci6n para la Liberaci6n de Pa
lestina, OLP, el sacerdote cat6lico Ibrahim Ayad, luego 
de una entrevista sostenida con el sr. Ministro de Rela
ciones Exteriores de Chile, expres6 a la prensa que Chile 
le prometi6 "un total apoyo en la actual sesi6n de la A
samblea General". 

Al respecto, cabe sefialar que el sa 
cerdote Ayad fue recibido por el Ministro de Relaciones -
Exteriores de Chile, en su calidad de sacerdote, y no co
mo "representante" de la OLP . Asimismo, puedo asegurar 
a Usted queen la entrevista sefialada el sr. Ministro se 
limit6 a escuchar los puntos de vista expuestos por el 
mencionado sacerdote. No hubo pues compromise de ningu
na clase de parte de nuestro pais hacia la OLP, organiza
ci6n que no ha sido reconocida por Chile. 

Lo saluda 

eneral de Brigada 
Minist~ 

Estado Mayor Presidencial 



EDIE TEXT OF CHILEAN LETTER 

Thanks AMS for his Telex of October 9, 1977. Basically says that Priest Ibrahim 

\\ u Ayad, who was to have been a representative of the PLO, did meet with the Chilean 

Foreign Minister, but only as a priest in the religious sense of the word, not 
at 

\' I I as a representative of the PLO. Assures that/this meeting, the minister limited 

himself to listening to the points of view brought up by the above-mentioned 

priest. There was no set agreement or compromise of any kind on our (Chile's) 

part to the PLO, which has not been recognized by the government of Chile. They 

gave this priest an audience with the foreign minister strictly because he was 

a clergyman of the Catholic Church. { fu. /~ -ro,e__cJL ft-1Jl Y/.,,L,l,J..s, 

}NCt,~ +f,ia__;f ~ ?~ ~,, -!vW f;-uckc~'J 

U'l +tu._ C~ U4A-Lef'// ~ 1-fu__ ~C 

~ J if {r-u _ _,,f f1V/J l.UOA YJdY_ W. 
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and Welfare Funds (observer) 
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Jewish Reconstructionist 
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of the U.S.A. 

Labor Zionist Alliance 

Mizrachi-Hapoel Hamizrachi 

Nationil Committee for 
• ubor Israel, Inc. 

National Council of 
Jewish Women 

National Council of 
Young Israel 

National Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods 

National Jewish Community 
Relat ions Advisory Council 

National Jewish Welfare Board 

North Ameri can Jewish 
Youth Council 

Pioneer \Vomen 
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Congreg.it1ons of America 

Unit~ Synagogue of America 

Wo~•s American ORT 

Women's League for 
Consenrative Judaism 

World Zionist Organization 
A~can Section, Inc. 

Zionist Organization -,f America 

28 July 1977 

H.E. Mr. Donald 0. Mills 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations 
Permanent Mission of Jamaica to the United Nations 
866 Second Avenue 
15th floor 
New York, New York 10017 

Dear Ambassador Mills: 

We are shocked and dismayed by the favorable vote of 
your delegation in the rynited NationP Economic and 
Social Council on 22 July endorsing the admission of 
the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) to the 
Economic Commission for West Asia. 

United Nations bodies are composed Of Member-States. 
To grant the PLO the status of a state makes a mockery 
of international law and further undermines the credi
bility of United Nations procedures. At the same time, 
it subverts efforts aimed at bringing about a full and 
lasting peace in the Middle East. 

· Permit us also to emphasize that the PLO has cJaimed 
responsibility for numerous cases of international 
terrorism, including indiscriminate slaughter. More
over, its National Covenant calls for the destruction 
of a U.N. Member-State. Thus, the decision of ECOSOC 
can scarcely be seen as other than a profoundly illegal 
and immoral act. 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of 
Major American Jewish Organizations 

•. 

David M. Blumberg, Chairman 
U.N. Task Force 

RAMS:DMB:jbj 
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AfflUA TED ORGANIZATIONS: 

Amerian lsm~I Public 
Affairs Committee 

Amerian Jewish Congress 

American Mizrachi Women 

American Zionist Federation 

Anti-Defamation League 

B'~i B'rith 

B'nai B'rith Women 

Bnai Zion 

Central Conierence of 
American Rabbis 

Council of Jewish Federitions 
and Welfare Funds (observer) 

Hadas54h 

Jewish labor Committee 

Jewish Reconstructionist 
foundation 

Jewish War Veterans 
of the U.S.A. 

t.a'bor Zionist Alliance 

Mizrachi-Hapoel Hamizrachi 

National Committee for 
Labor Israel, Inc. 

National Council of 
Jewish Women 

National Council of 
Young Israel 
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Temple Sisterhoods 

National Jewish Community 
Relations Advisory Council 

National Jewish Welfare Board 

North American Jewish 
Youth Council 
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The Rabbinical Assembly 

1Ybbin1cal Council of Americil 

Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations 

Union of Orthodox Jewish 
Congregations of America 

United Synagogue of America 

Women's American ORT 

Women"s League for 
Conserv.alive Judaism 

World Zionist Organization 
American Section, Inc. 

Zionist Organization of America 

28 July 1977 

H.E. Alfred A. Rattray 
Embassy of Jamaica 
1666 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20009 

Dear Ambassador Rattray: 

We are shocked and dismayed by the favorable vote of 
your delegation in the United Nations Economic and 
Social Council on 22 July endorsing the admission of 
the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) to the 
Economic Commission for West Asia. 

United Nations bodies are composed of Member-States. 
To grant the PLO the status of a state makes a mockery 
of international law and further undermines the credi
bility of United Nations procedures. At the same time, 
it subverts efforts aimed at bringing about a full and 
lasting peace in the Middle East. 

Permit us also to emphasize that the PLO has claimed 
responsibility for numerous cases of international 
terrorism, including indiscriminate slaughter. More
over, its National Covenant calls for the destruction 
of a U.N. Member-State. Thus, the decision of ECOSOC 
can scarcely be seen as other than a profoundly illegal 
and immoral act. 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, ·Chairman 
Conference of Presidents of 
Major American Jewish Organizations 

David M. Blumberg, Chairman 
U.N. Task Force 

RAMS: DMB: jbj 
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B'NAI B'RITH 
INTERNATIONAL 

COU NCIL 

DR. WILLI AM KOREY 
D irec tor 

315 lering ton A,enue 
New York. N.Y. 100 16 

[21 2) 689,7400 

1640 Rhode Island Ave .. NW. 
Washington. 0. C. 20036 

(202) 393,5284 

B'NAI B'RITH 

Ms. Marcella Martinez 
Jamaica Tourist Board 
866 Second Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear Marcella: 

August 19, 1977 

It was most pleasant, as always to see you. 

You asked that I provide you in writing with the 
essentials of our concern and I shall herewith abide by that 
request. (The details of B'nai B'rith's planned tour pro
gram to Jamaica will be sent you by Mrs. Bloom.) 

The basic concern of the Jewi ,h community is 
incorporated in the attached letter which was sent to the 
Jamaican Ambassadors at the UN and in 'Washington. A cable 
with the same content was sent to Prime Minister M?nley. 

I cannot too strongly emphasize the shock and 
dismay of the American Jewish community, including B'nai 
B'rith, when it learned of Jamaica's vote at ECOSOC con
cerning admission of PLO to ECWA. Cuba was the only other 
country in the Western hemisphere which voted favorably on 
the admission of the PLO. 

The telephones in our Tour Department were con
stantly buzzing, once the news of Jamaica's vote appeared 
in the Anglo-Jewish press in the United States. Needless 
to say, the anger of the callers was such as to jeopardize 
large-scale participation in the major tour program to 
Jamaica that B'nai B'rith has scheduled for the winter. 

The explanation that was offered to callers was 
that the Jamaican vote in this instance was not character
istic; rather it was something of an aberration. 

It goes without saying, however, that another vote 
of the same kind would make our task extremely difficult. 
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The indicated explanation would neither be possible nor 
fall on responsive ears. 

We are looking forward to a very successful 
Jamaica tour program and very much hope that political 
considerations do not intrude so as to complicate matters 
and seriously challenge the extensive travel schedules. 

With warm personal regards. 

WK/bk 
cc: Mrs. Zelda Bloom 

Cordially, 

/ )}, --~ /) 
V , L- -r 

William Korey 



REF. NO. 6/1/9 • 3 

EMBASSY OF JAMAICA 
1666 CONNECTICUT AVENUE. N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20009 

TELEPHONE: 387- 101 () 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

September 20, 1977 

I am replying to your letter of the 28th of July, 
1977 in which you raised questions about the vote of the 
Jamaican delegation on the matter of the admission of the 
Palestinian Liberation Organization to the Economic 
Commission for West Asia. I would have replied to your 
letter before but I was out of the United States for some 
time and only recently returned. 

It is a source of satisfaction to me that Jamaica 
maintains friendly relations with the State of Israel. It 
is inevitable that two friendly independent sovereign states 
will hold differing views on a wide variety of issues and 
will from time to time find themselves opposing each other's 
viewpoint. Such differences of views, however, rarely a ffec.t 
relations between states founded upon . mutual respect for -each 
other's sovereignty. 

It is well known that Jamaica has time and again 
publicly expressed its support for the continued existence of 
the State of· Israel. By the same token, Jamaica has also 
expres~ed its concern for the rights of the Palestinian people. 
We do not consider that the vote taken by our delegation, 
regarding the admission of the Palestinian Liberation 
Organization to the Economic Commission for West Asia, in any 
way conflicts with our policy on ~hese two important issues. 

/I am 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler, 
Chairman, 
Conference of Presidents of 

Major American Jewish Organizations, 
515 Park Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 10022. 



I am confident that the existing cordial and 
friendly relations, based upon respect for each other's 
sovereignty, between Jamaica and Israel, and among the 
Jamaican and the Jewish people throughout the United States 
will continue. 

Yours sincerely, 

.'._£~ r;,~ 

(Alfred A. Rattray) ~ 
Ambassador / 



' 
CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 515 PARK AVENUE 

OF MAJOR 
AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10022 
Plaza 2-1616 
uble Addreu: COJOGltA 

AFFILIATED OltGANIZATION5: 

AIMrican Israel Publlc 
Affairs Committee 

American Jewish Congreu 

American M izr,chi Women 

Americ1n Z ion ist Feder1tlon 

Anti-Defam1tion League 

B'nai B'r i th 

B'nai B'ri th Women 

Bnai Zion 

Central Conference of 
American Rabbis 

Council of Jewish Federations 
,rnd Wel lire Funds (observer) 

H.idus;ih 

Jewish Labor Committee 

Ji.-w1sh Reconstructionist 
Founcf,u ion 

Jewish War Veterans 
of the U.S.A. 

Labor Z1on1st Alliance 

M1zrach1•Hjpoel Hamizrachi 

National Committee for 
Labor lsael, Inc. 

Nat1onil Council of 
Ji.-wish Women 

National Council of 
Young Israel 

N,uional Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods 

National Jewish Community 
Relattom Advisory Council 

Nitional Jewish Welfare Board 

North Arr.er1 can Jewish 
Youth Council 

Pioneer W omen 

The Rabbinical Assembly 

Rabbinical Counc,1 of Americ.11 

Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations 

Union of Orthodox Jewish 
Congregations of Americ.11 

Umle.d Synagogue of America 

Women's American ORT 

Women·s League for 
Conserv.it,ve Judaism 

World Zion,st Organization 
American Section, Inc. 

Zionist Organization of Americ.11 

21 October 1977 

H.E. Mr. Alfred A. Rattray 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Embassy of Jamaica 
1666 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20009 

Dear Ambassador Rattray: 

I wish to thank you fc ~ your letter of 20 September 
but I would be remiss in ·my obligation to truth and 
justice if I failed to respond to a key point in your 
explanation. 

You refer to the rights of the Palestinian people and 
then, in the next sentence, you link the latter to the 
Palestine Liberation Organization. Who anointed this 
organization, · dedicated to terrorism, to the role of 
representative of the Palestinian people? Certainly, 
the past and current P.L.O. leaders have never been 
elected by the Palestinian people. 

Further, you state -- and it is a welcome statement -
that Jamaica is comrni tted to ~'the continued existence 
of the State of Israel." But, certainly you are aware 
of the ·fact that the P.L.O., in its National Covenant 
and in various public statements, has called for the 
destruction of the State of Israel. Do you not find 
that this clear-cut position contradicts the above 
quoted assertion? 

In this connection, may I note that the P.L.O. has 
rejected Security Council Resolution 242, the foundation 
for a peaceful settlement in the Middle East. 

The P.L.O. stands for terrorism, for violence (cf. what 
happened to Lebanon), for the destruction of Israel, 
and for the rejection of a basic U.N. position on 
peace. In view of this reality, I find it difficult to 
understand let alone accept your explanation. 

J;
, ncerely J// J (' /: L: I . . / {J, (-~ UA,,_-,, --

~ / .1 ~lexander M. Schindler 
Chairman 




