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WORLD ORGANIZATION Of JEWS FROM ARAB COUNTRIES 
ORGANISATION MONDIALE DES JUIFS ORIGINAIRES DES PAYS ARABES 

December 21 « '1977 

I n view of the Presiden!:: 1 s Conference crf ·WO.JAC , I take 
t i'8 lizerty of roending you a copy o z th St,a.,tement I rca.de 
before the rjni t.ed Nations , on Dece~ber \3, .~977, a-s meipber 
of the Israel i Delega tion . 

Sincerely yo· 0 rs, 

pt.- f'c1 ---~- ;;/ ~ 

?l...ordecha i j3en- Por.a t 
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PErl M/\NI NT MI SSION or I S RA E L 

T O TH E U NII E D NATION S 

STATEMENT BY MR. MORDECHAI BEN PORAT 

TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

lN EXPLANATION BEFORE THE vorE 

ON AGENDA ITEM 55 

(UNRWA) 

13 December 1977 

800 SECOND AVf N U E 

NEW YORK . N . Y 10 01 7 

OXFORD 7 -5500 



Mr. President, 

My delegation's position on what are now draft resolutions 

A,B,C,D, and F was explained in detail in the Special Political 

committee, as recorded in documents A/SPC/32/SR21, paragraph 18, -

SR.22, paragraphs 4, and 22 and -/SR 24, paragraph 5. 

In explanation of vote, however, I should like to repeat and 

cl.1bora·Le our position as set out in A/SPC/32/SR.21, paragraph 22, 

regarding draft resolution A. We abstained on that resolution in 

committee, and we shall do so a.gain today because the interpretation 

of General Assembly resolution 194 (III) contained in the draft 

resolution does not correspond with Israel's interpretation. More

over, Israel is unable to accept the figures for Palest.inian Arab 

refugees as shown in UNRWA records, and has strong reservations 

about the definition employed as to who is a refugee. 

Besides that, there have been significant political developments 

since General Assembly Resolution 194 (III) was adopted in 1948, 

including the liquidation of the Jewish communities in Arab lands 

and the massive migration of Jews from those countries to Israel. 

These developments, covering more than two decades of turbulent 

history, are taken into account by Security council Resolutions 

242 and 338, which inter alia call for a negotiated settlement of 

the refugee problem - Jewish and Arab. It is Israel's position 

tha t the problem of Arab and Jewish refugees in the Middle East can 

only find practical solution within the framework of the de facto 

popu lation exchange which has already taken place. 
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The present resolutions restrict our vision to just one of 

the refugee problems conncectect with the Arab-Israel conflict. But 

this blinkered approach is inadequate. Mr. President, today I stand 

before you as a member of the Isr~el dedegation tofuis General 

l\ssembl y . Bnl J wa s once a Jewish refugee from Iraq, and I have 

there fo ,-c C C' rt ,1 in personal lg_cus s tandi in this matter. 

From my own fi~sl-hand experience, which I must tell you was 

shared by hundreds of thousands of Jews in Arab countries, I know 

the trials and tribulations of persecution and humiliation, of 

deprivation of human rights, property and belongings, and finally 

of expulsion. During the Farhudt that vicious anti-Jewish pogrom 

in Baghdad in 1941, my family was exposed to great danger. My 

mother was kjdnapped. A few years later I myself was imprisoned 

and hrutally tortured. Ev~ntually I was able to flee, cros~ing the 

Iraa-i ho rder, on fool: and wi t huu t papers. I arrived in_ Israel 

penniless, and jn the early 1950's directed a transit camp for tens 

of thousands of Jews from Arab countries. There, my family and I 

lived with them. I saw those people, housed in make-shift buts, 

without water, wi t hout electricity, exposed to rain, wind and even 

fl ood. Professional people were helpless; they didn't have 

I heir l i r·enses or anv other certificates with them. These had 
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been torn to shreds by Arab officials in certain Arab countries 

when they left. Mr. President, as I stand here, and explain my 

delegation's vote on the draft resolutions, it is important we 

re-assess some of the events whicli created the refugee problem. 

•rhirty years ago, from this very rostrum, my former country

n1an, Dr. Fadel Al-Jamali, the then Iraqi Foroign Minister, made 

serious threats against the Iraqi Jews then living in Arab lands 

and exposing them to violence and massacre. 

Jamali's threat was part of a premeditated policy. As testified 

by Sir Alex Kirkbride, a former British Ambassador to Amman, in his 

recently published memoirs, Iraq's Prime Minister at that time, 

Nuri Al-Said, had gon(_ to Amman to see"l< Jordan's approval for the 

deportcJtion to Israel, through Jordanian territory, of the "majority 

of Jewish communities of Iraq." The Iraqi scheme was to bring 

Jews ove r •• in army lorries, escorted by armoured cars" and to 

force them to cross the Jordanian-Israeli frontier. 

Who were the Jews exposed to the brutal Iraqi and other Arab 

schemes of expulsion, and where are they now? Who has absorbed 

them, and what about their legal rights and claims? What mention 

i [ n1<1.dc of tlwrn in the draft resolutions ? 
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For . three thousand years there was a permanent presence of 

large J ewi sh communities in the Middle East and North Africa. Their 

history is . richly inscribed through their cultural achievements and 

creative contributions to .all avenues of human endeavour. Through 

their long and active involvement, a thousand years before the 

Arab conquest and 25 centuries before the birth of the modern Arab 

States, the Jewish people acquired no small share in the intellectual 

and material substance of the a rea. The Jews extended help and 

fr iendship to the Arabs at the birth of Islam, and helped them 

achie ve political independence in modern times. 

Dy way of gratitude, these Jews, so deeply rooted in the area, 

Wl'rc bn1l:i.llly cxpoll1!d . whcro should they have gone? Like Nuri l\l-Said , 

t 11e ho,ul~ of o titer /\ralJ cov,)rnments recognized that the Jews hau u. 

riLJht Lo qo to IAraoJ, Lholr anccS'tral home and reborn State . 

To this very day, that period of suffering has left deep 
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scars on t lie ,Jewish refug_ees from Arab lands. The major difference 

betwec•n them a nd t.hc Arab refugees from "Palestine" is the 

cxtcn t or 1110 f .i.nuncial, aid. and other assistance they received 

from their rcspectiv_c brethren. Draft resolution A deals with 

"Assistance to Palestinian Arab Refugees. But, out of the 

billion and a third U.S. dollars contributed by the international 

community fr·otn May 1950 to date for the Arab refugees, less than 

6% or $77,386,000 (seventy-seven million, three-hundred and eighty

six thousand dollars) was contributed by Arab governments. On the 

other hand, the Jewish refugees from Arab countries never relied 

on international ch~rily. Israel, with the help of Jews from all 

over the world, gave shelter to these victims of Arab persecution. 

It opened its gates for every ,fuw, young or old. fit or ailing. 

It gave them shelter, new l~ves and dignity. We and our children 

have now tasted r~al freedom. Our human right"s are protected, ~nd 

we enjoy civil liberties. 1ve vote and are .elected. We shall never 

let ourselves be hostages to fortune again. 

Draft resolution C calls on Israel to return to the camps in 

Gaza refugees who have been enabled by Israel to work and buy new 

homes out side the camps. •f1hese refugees will never agree to go 

back t·o the cl road rul condl tions they experienced in the camps. 

nut, I must add, the same applies to Jewish refugees from Arab lands. 

The memories of the humiliations and dispossessions, and of the 

prisons and hangings in public squares, together with the plight 

of the remnants of Syrian Jewry today make a mockery of so called 

invitations from some Arab governments to Jews to return. 
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Arab Governments should rea1_:i ze that the rights of the 

Jews from Arab Lands, their material interests, and legal claims, 

now fonn a central element of the conflict, and parallel the 

Palestinian !\rub refugee - problem. This has been understood by 

certain Palestinian Arab s pokesmen: Speakin9 about the cruel trial 

the Jews have undergone in Arab countries, Sabri Jiryis wrote in 

the Lebanese daily Al Nahar on May 15, 1975: 
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"No need to relate now the way by which they 
accomplished the dislodgment of the Jews from 
Arab States from their countries, where they 
lived for centuries, expelling them in the most 
ugly manner, after confiscating their property 
or seizing control of it at the cheapest price. 
It is impossible to justify the matter by saying 
that it was the past regimes in the Arab world, 
aided by the imperialist power which worked in 
coordination with Zionism who did it ... 
The historical results ensuing from such an 
operation cannot be wiped out by such simple 
pretexts ... There is no need to say that the 
problem of those Arab Jews and their transfer 
to Israel is not merely theoretical, as least 
as far as the Palestinians are concerned. It 
has a very practical repercussion on the future of 
the Palestinian problem." 

Draft resolution 6 concerns the return of 

persons displaced during and in the wake of the 

six Day War of 1967. But again the problem 1s 

more complex. 
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•rhe implications resulting from the dis lodgment of Jews from 

7\r..-i.b countries u.lso extend to Israel's right to live within recog

nized and secure boundaries. Only a few weeks ago, President Hafez

.i\.l-1\sad of Syria expressed his opinion that "the total area of the 

West nank is 5000 square kilometers, which cannot populate three 

million (Palestinian) people. But the area of Israel is 20,000 

square kilometers, and it. Cc.)n." :;_,et me respond that the territory 

in the Arab countries, which we, a million Jews from Arab lands, 

were forced to evacuate, is much wider than the "20,000 square kilo

meters of the State of Israel. Charity begins at home, and if the 

s ·yrian President and other Arab leaders think that Arab refugees· need 

some territory, let the Arab countries with their vast expanses extending 

from the Indian Ocean to the Atlantic, over twice as large as Europe, 

avail themselves of the space evacuated by Jews in these countries. 

The Arab world can no longer avoid its responsibilities toward 

the million Jewish refugees who fled their various countries and 

their offspring, who number another million. In order to present 

their claims, the Jews concerned have founded the World Organization 

of Jews. from Arab countries (WOJAC), whose co-chainnan it is my privilege 

to be. It. is their rights and their claims -natural., historical 

and legal wh.i ch it J .s ou r duty to reserve · for redress wit:-.in the frame

work. of i:1 l.:i.n<.11 pcucc agreement between Israel and the Arab states. 
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As other members of my delegation have pointed out, this 

debate has become largely irrelevant in the light of the historical 

process begun at Jerusalem and continuing in Cairo tomorrow with 

the opening of the preparatory conference for Geneva. The American

Israel working paper of 5 October 1977 has laid down that "the solution 

of the problem of the Arab refugees and the Jewish refugee s will be 

discussed in accordance with terms to be agreed upon." 

Israel has contributed its part by absorbing the Jewish ref

ugees from Arab countries. Let the Arabs do the same for their 

brethren refugees. Each wave of refugees, Jewish or Arab should 

dwell peacefully among its own nation, and thus help form the bridge 

of peace and understanding between Israel and the Arab countries. 

With that vision before us, let us work for a negotiated peace in 

the Middle East, the source of so many civilizations, and the potential 

cradle of so much more. 

My delegation will accordingly abstain on draft resolution A, 

and vote against draft r;~s0lutions C and E. We also request recorded 

votes on draft resolutions A and c. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 



Ms. R. Schwarz, Secretary 
World rg,:mization of Jews 
from Arab ountrles 
165 [ast 56th Street 
N1.::w York, N.:!W York 10022 

Dear Ms. Schwarz: 

January 9, 1976 

In response to your letter of nary 3rd, please be dvised that 
Rabbi Schi,,dler Is out-cf-the-country nt i:his ti1ne. I am not 
certain that he will be back at his office by the 17th but will, 
of course, let you know in the event it ls possible for him to at
tend t:1e meeting on January 17th. 

Please also thank Mr. Ben-Porat for the copy cf his statement to 
the United Nations on December l;, 1977, This wil be held for 
Rabbi Schindler's ttent~on on h"s return to Ne' York. 

With kindest greetings, I ~rr 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 



Rabbi A.Schindler 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear S i r, 

J anuary 3rd,1978 

Ue ing oa a s p eaking tour on the West Coast, Mr. Mordechai 

Be n-Po r a t has a s ked me to invite you on his behal f , t o the 

fir s t meeting of the National Committee for the Rights of Jews 

from Arab Countries . 

This meeting will be held under the auspices of the American 

J e wi sh Commit tee on Janurary 17,1978 at 3.00 P.M. 

P lease find herewith enclosed a detailed program. 

Hoping tha t you wi ll be able to attend, 

Sincerely yours, 

/2. ~. 
R. Schwarz, 
Secretary 

Copy: Mr.M.Ben-Porat 

Tel Aviv : 3 Bograshov Street • Tel. 03-240173/4 • Telex: 03-2280 • ) J.lll>Ut:1 J.1"1 : :i•J.w~n 

New York Office: 165 E. 56th Street. New York, N. Y. 10022 • Tel. PL 1-4000 (Ext. 359) 

London Office: 29-30 Warwick St., Suite No. 5, London W1R 5FA • Telex: 261426 LONDON 

Bankers: National Westminster Bank Ltd. 159 New Bond St., London, W1Y 0NH • N•n ,29 •1',n n,m, ,D"P.l ~ic,w•~ Pl1Pt7'1 pu 
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NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE RIGHTS OF 

JEWS FROM ARA '3 COUNTRIES 

First meeting: January 17,1978 

Place: 

Time: 

American Jewish CommittE·e 
165 East 56 Street, New York 
Second Floor, Room 200-C: 

3.00 P.M. IntroductionE and 
Convening of the meetinc. 

On the Agenda: 

-1- Goals: 

- Promotion of WOJAC's messag~ amongst the 
American people, Jewish and non-Jewish. 

- Inforrration and Education aLming at the 
release of Torah scrolls and religious 
rraterial left in Arab count·ies; 

-U.S. Government 
-Ambassadors for A ··ab co•.mtries 
-Hurrani tar ian and < 'ul tura. 1 

Institutions 

- Preparation of an Academic ~eminar on 
WOJAC with the collaboration of Universities 

in the U.S. 

- Preparatio~ of 20 to 30 cases of claims 
for proper t y, humiliation, jailing or 
murdering, for appeal in U.S. Courts . 

. . . I . 
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-2- Procedures: 

Registration of the National Committee in the U.S. as a corporation, for tax exemptions . 

- Nomination of a Steering Committee. 
Authorized signatures. 

- Representation of the National Committee at the "Presidents' Conference. 

Survey of Jewish professionals from Arab countries living presently in the United States. 

7.00 P.M. Adjourning of the first meeting. 




