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- Ibors in Biafra by the Niger

Kurds by Irag.

Christian and Animist blacks

Bengalis 1in Pakistan.

Hutus in Burundi.

Christians in Lebanon.
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nues the Princeton philosophe
s it for the West Bank Arabs,
countries who are far worse o
ilestinian refugees. 0One cert
Arab lands, nor for those Jew
and there are nearly one mill
* on human nature...compassion

iberals are quick to denounce
in the Chinese of Cambodia wer
But we swallow twice before w
. of the left, as for instance
'red the evacuation of all cit
* and a half million people,'
ds, into the countryside at g
se, or to scratch out a dubi

care was taken to kill ever
ng so on the basis of such te
. pair of eyeglasses."” Four an
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at 1t, we will go mad." The
or some days and finally, wit
this is what he said:

nce there is no other food av.
t eat of the new harvest, but
st remember that we are mad."

urs, which reduces the whole |
orce, we may have no other rei
But let us at least know tha:

en the arsenal of overkill we:

ased missiles can destroy 150

ss when the combined nuclear :

structuve capacity to target 1
of the four billion human be-
we have enough deadly nerve i

at is to say to wipe out the
over.
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32 O renewadl 15 IMmMmeasuranlyy neignieneca oy ou
in this magnificent place.

an integral part of our semi-annual Board meeti
1 presidential address than of a Sabbath sermon,
yre extended in time and in scope. | have no oth
rship community, and those issues which compe
ot to say that I will keynote every item of our crc
s concerning the recent election. I want to discuss
ical scene, the new Christian majority, and the
ates to it. Lastly, I want to sound some warningt
over, and here too, that new anti-Semitism whic

elections. It was a quandary, was it not? I don

quite so desperate an uncertainty. Reagan seem

s flawed. Carter clearly lacked competence, but |
L. . ito the polling place, and the results reveal it. Amr
chose Carter, 40% voted for Reagan, the balance for Anderson, and so
didn't pull the presidential lever at all.

This diffusion of electoral strength does not impair our place in the
well enhance it. In the past the Republicans felt that they had little
votes; and the Democrats took us for granted. This explains Presider
duct during the past year, his UN vote and the like; he felt that when
had nowhere else to go. He was wrong, and we are better off. We mus
pocket.



[apan. And so we Jews had better maintain our critical vigilance and
7ith voices united and strong when we perceive as we undoubtedly
ity has been placed in jeopardy.

and things to which as a consequence of this election we can bid a
esident Carter and his capriciousness in foreign affairs; Brzezynski's
.O. and his quixotic, counter-productive quest for a comprehensive
imbassador to the United Nations, who far from restraining, zestful-

thorus in that citadel of slander, that sanctuary for liars and for
Il rid of all of these, and brother Billy, too. '’Stand not upon the order
at once!" But we paid a heavy price for this victory, such as it is. In
we may be better off on balance. But in Congre ‘ '

Iful supporters; Bayh and Culver and Nelson a

smmittee without Church and Javits and Stone

nedy as the chairman of the pivotal Senate |1

despair. [ have a more balanced view of the e
while I concede that liberals were devastated,
itself is dead. I certainly do not buy the co
exuberance of their victory are insisting tha
inst compassion. Thus a conservative pundit o
beralism has failed. It is unnatural. It expects
‘ families and for themselves to an attenuated (
build society on a principle so contrary to h
of the closet. Hail to the chief."

is! Compassion does not destroy society, ant

if conservatism. Think of some of our Union's

conservatives to the core and yet scarcely lacking in compassion.
»m we would not have had a Religious Action Center. Irvin Fane of
-and forceful conduct in the chair secured our anti-Vietnam vote in
3, the builder of MUM, who always insisted that the Union's social

serly provided. They were conservatives all—and all were and are
o1l We liherale are aften tan canctimaniniie antiralv fan acarandis



And so 1 am not despairing. And 1 do not think that we had bette
hide in caves, although it doubtlessly is so that the coming years v
and as leaders of the synagogue to struggle with an even greater re
compassion. For this above all is what Judaism demands of us: th
the stranger who dwells in the lower depths.

LN B B B e

itening by-products of our recent election is tk
menon on the American political scene, the C
a loose confederation of many radical right-wi
h as the Moral Majority, headed by Jerry Fal
ttalists . . . others of a more traditional politic
servative Political Action Committee.

15 become a potent political force. The Moral

, including 72,000 ministers, and they boast t|

If million new voters to the rolls. They us
technology to do their work. Guided by direct mail wizard, Richard
sophisticated, computerized list exceeding thirty million names. Fro:
of the television evangelists, they command a weekly audience c
viewers. And the sums which they have consequently been able to 1
activities is staggering. Some estimate their war chest for the rece:
and locally, to have reached one hundred million dollars.

Their ideological banner is wide. They seek to Christianize Ar
republic ruled by Christ. Yet they give their religion a narrow de
family and pro-life. But they ignore and even oppose such reli
stewardship of our resources, and care for the poor, and justice :



e evangelical ayatollahs re-create the atmosphere of the Fifties; it is
nd wearing clerical robes.

y the full flavor of their political thrust. Listen to their words, then.

and guiding spirit of the Moral Majority: '"What we need is a return
vhere we register all Communists, stamp it on their foreheads and
1ssia."’

ips the nation's foremost TV evangelist: ''I'm sick and tired hearing
and the perverts and the liberals and the leftist - o
iset, It's time for God's people to come out o

age America."”

mt of the Southern Baptist Convention: "Wh
thy . . . I think they got funny looking nose:
~s. That's God's business. Amen."’

‘ault these evangelists on constitutional grounc
e First Amendment as do we. Yet their means
icess. And their goal for a Christian America i
sity which has guided our nation since its fow
m. The issue is political safety in a pluralistic

L R

1anifestly is, why does organized American Jewry continue its flirta-
right? We know the reasons of course. Most Jewish leaders are will-



This is their apocalyptic vision in all its fullness: they seek our extir
people. Why then in heaven's name should we give them recognition?
respect? We may have to meet them, talk to them, even deal with then
not applaud them. When we do, it is a madness—and suicidal.

L B

at the new political evangelism just possibly is
it is precisely that. Our history instructs us tl
iably go hand in hand.

e that the rise of right-wing Christian funda
ost serious outbreak of anti-Semitism in Ar
stand me. I do not say that the Jerry Falwe
jentiments and violence. But I do say that
ict. When ministers assert before thirty millic
:5 has God's approval why, then, intolerance t
ands a Christian Bill of Rights and a promine
s not hear the prayer of Jews,' there should b
d by arson and Jewish families are terrorized

Aye, such preachments have their inevitable effect. They breed hatr
Note, if you will, how very quickly Bailey Smith's first statement conce
nf Tewrich nraver wrae fa]lowed by his more recent pronouncement tl



ser of attacks on Jews and Jewish institutions is even greater than that
rted. Too many Jews write off such incidents as mere pranks, or hope
1, they will somehow go away. They won't, and we might as well face

1 me. I do not suggest that we face some kind of holocaust, God forbid.

All that I am saying is that the respite which we have had since World

its end. The memory of the holocaust is fading. The sense of guilt has
he Jews is stirring once again, and we had best be ready.

= Union Board will consider what we can do to coninter thage threats tn
ch are posed by the spreading episodes of over
act of the Christian right. Among those severa

mation of a national task force trained to prc
f our congregations who are victimized by ant
ndalism.

ivation in our Religious Action Center of a I
ncy guidance and to monitor these episodes.

juisition by the Union of at least one low-f
will be linked via the cable system or like co
iational Jewish TV network enabling us to com
our constituents and supporting our Jewish e

this struggle alone. And so I will recommend that we reach out to
ieaders and to civic leaders, to minority bodies and other groupings to
acency against the chilling power of the radical right.



L1 diu d [0St OI S1gniricant 1Ssues. vve will disagree with the Kom
on abortion and birth control, but we will give voice to a commo:
refugees, world hunger and racial justice. We will disagree with Blac
but we continue to share a vision of a compassionate society and c
support of national health insurance, youth employment, decent ]
programs. Be that as it may, we do have many allies in our struggle &

ct, is a struggle for the character and the soul

transcending the immediacies of politics an
ought need not fight alone. It must be w:
w interfaith and intergroup coalitions of dec
and hate of every kind.

can hold America's political center—which r
striving—by reaching out to all these forces
ses for good.

> one another too, we Jews, for we are one
a echad, v'shimcha echad, umi k'amcha Yisrae
ne is one, and we His people of Israel are o

And this above all: we must not despair. After all, we prevailed in ti
by far. We overcame our bitter yesterdays. We'll overcome our thre:
And so against the schemings and the maledictions of our enemies
stake in this land. We will not yield. We will fight and gain the v



| by the November 22, 1980
ustees San Francisco, Ca.

1e president of the Union for alerting us to important issues which
ncern to us at this time.

‘tremism in some elements of American life—including episodes of
1 and the growing impact of the Radical Right—represents a clear
danger to the tradition of American pluralism and a distortion of
cepts in political life. The Reform Jewish movement has always had
nt to the ethical values of Judaism and their '~ ' —~=*~—
ty. This prophetic mandate assumes new urge

¢tremism, both theological and political.

i¢ developments as a threat to the fabric of
ociety, to Jewish values and to the security of
h of America lies in its pluralistic nature with it
5, whether liberal or conservative, Christian,

he Board of Trustees of the Union of Americe
15

high priority to a program of religious action

uman dignity, thus serving not only a propheti
erests, for we Jews have a profound stake in

compassionate society.

i out to religious (Jewish and non-Jewish|, civic and minority groups
tions which will advance our mutual concerns.

ur congregations to advance these goals through the strengthening
ligious action committees or establishing such vital entities where
'e encourage all congregations to take advantage of the resources of
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create challenges never before open to our movement.

We urge the prompt development of a plan to intensify the 1

techniques (such as video cassettes and video discs) in Jewish

create educational and general interest programming for br..

v ™gs. The work already undertaken in this fi
h Education is a valuable first step.

er perspectives to be funded by the forthcor
urge the chairman to assign to an appropriate
ning Committee—the responsibility of develo
ideo communications, possibly anchored ina
Ir own.
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