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susly fanatic people use weapons of des
 world's religions. They can be an enon
which some of them made remarkable
indred years after Martin Luther's bin
1 the Protestant Reformation, Catholics
snciliation. Just this month the Pope s
sars after Vatican [l opened the door an
gates from the two faiths. Now there ha

|8

‘accommaodation — Christians celebratir
wer of the world"s two and a half billios
nd Buddhists and Hindus — acknowled
side to rehgion. At its worst it seems to
ation. The Shiite car bombs of Beirut s
w or the Irish Protestant reprisals. In th
urdered three innocent worshipers in il



ire nuclear weapons.

rf: For nearly two years America's C
ig nuclear weapons,

ve also quote the Holy Father, who says
tlear weapons is morally acceptable. 1
sgether.

/2 In the end they circulated a pastoral
mn end to nuclear weapons.

vatican has been trying to mediate betwe
g the good offices of an ancient instit
n modem anms reduction.

nerica, in a direct attempt to prevent fi
3¢ border between Nicaragua and Hoi
*n Sandinista troops and rebels support
making their way through the Holy La
Christians were taking the final steps



nd naturalism in the public schools and
the media mood that one discovers wod:
;’chmdn&q:uin;qmstfurmh‘iﬂ.ﬁl
i Schindler?

1 SCHINDLER, Union of Americ:
ver would be substantially the same. C
that — from Christianity — in that it &
wceptance of certain creedal statements,
g0 into the expression of Jewishness
en you consider involvement in the ten
burgeoning going on in Jewish life. I
1 Jewish movement in the United States.
¢ number of our congregations, in th
» there is an ever greater involvement of
nanifestly share what my colleagues haw
believe that the idolization of reason as
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1 of Jewish identity in this country, m]!
s, | puess — rate of intermarriage. '
e. and how do you combat it?

Rz If you'll allow me to go back to the p
ce differs. The group within the religio
ing most is the most liberal group — th
dll}' in numbers, both in the number ¢
the congregations, and we have histori
historically been most involved in the lif
11 don't know why this is so, the Jewist
ian community in this, although historics
1 German proverh which says Wie es i
whatever happens in the Christian comr
ty as well. It may be that politically
I 1o be to the lefi of the political spectn
ence has always demanded an involvem

il arincinla of Tidsiom iz wek the mnes
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-tlhtBlh'le it seems o me, takes muct
juesting movements the deep predicame
force in the public arena to restrain evil,
1 tyrants, and also with those who readil)
| better keep his guard up.

Dr. Henry, | would like to ask you a g
{RDIN: May [ respond to that?
Yes, po ahead.

\RDIN: | would like to say this, that t
3ps published recently is not a pacifist ¢
went. It states very firmly that a nation
I itself. But it then eoes on to talk about



mplete his design of righteousness in th
the right competes, when differemt gr
here is only one proper way to resolve i
:ate with one another, and hopefully |
has been the essential problem for Israel
1 Israel. Once there was someone with w
siate, a peace was achieved, That of o
may interrupt here for just a moment,
¢ guests, In a moment.

‘re back. Sam, you were in the middle
but go ahead.

Well, it may be, but | want to try the «
+ side is God on? Rabbi Schindler seem:
then there is competition berween rights
rely, Your Eminence, if God has a wil
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ational Association of Evangelicals is of
infchnd:-umu. and they woul
ding to the Baptist We
hes and w0 other church movements,
nal Bemardin?

§: Well, [ favor the establishment of this
i5, but rather because 1 think that thi
n family. There are many nations thal
ly See, nations that have a separation of
s a value in it. The Holy See, the Holy 1
e, but my reason for saying that 1 valu

1al Bernandin, Dr. Henry, Rabbi Schindl
¢ with us today. It's been a pleasure to h
t not immoderately uninhibited discussi



d: Well, he wasn't the only one
o him privately and they said. to nbl
senl out and gave a speech, he
:&nﬂnfsayin;ﬂmmmlmmn
ht there in your official family: 1 nom

il

Jeorge?

suppose if the test is consequential for g
| of Syria, who centainly has preoccupie
1 story is the recovery of the American o
nlive,ﬂ'ienitwouldhavembtﬂrﬁm
t now and is giving Ronald Reagan that
have, and that is a great Keynesian con

Ahy did he not want it?
i wanted a different kind of recovery.



N O W SKICE;
ow, there’s a certain narcissism about th
public issues. We talk about the importa
deployment forces in Europe and all the
rsary of the birth of Martin Luther, the
p of Rome. He left behind at the Vatica
hority, and over the long haul this sort
¥ twitch and wiggle of M-| that we're
[, all those are events of great significan
eople, and if the test — this is fairly arl
most people, wouldn't it be the econ

iely.
t decline of inflation, the decline in u
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is a difficult policy to execute. Meverthe|
ere are three rules you're taught when y
08t a guard. They didn’t do any of the
odding?

tink it's the old saying that rank has i
responsibility is on the ground. You hay
the ground for the security of those pr
westigation of who was responsible for |
mber, after the war to escape assigning
can debate that a great deal — a preart «
: ground has to be responsible.

iefore our time runs out there’s one som
& o ask, and ask each of you if you he
sort of object which comes in a box say
wembly required.”” Do those wonds s
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L NC WANICA &5 10 D, MC CIMDOAaICa Tose 1KEans winl

, then, that he won the admiration and respect of al

stween the President and the Chairman of the Boarc
xtranscended the functional to enter the realm of th
Is. To me, to all of those with whom he deale, he wa
pportive. I will lastingly be grateful for that friendsl
ur Union, I want to present you with this beautiful
i fashioned ourt of silver. It symbolizes your shining
with which vou led us. May it ever remind you of o
1ous Edie.

e in Houston for this 57th General Assembly of the
women from many congregations but of one faith, |
here is a strength which flows from this companion:
, perceptible to the touch. The soul quickens, the spi
ir thousand voices intoning the si'ma.

e rabbis and lay leaders of our host community for
en most gracious in cvery way, We thank them for 1
sital a community here. Because of their energy and
a stronghold of Reform Judaism in this land.

rs now since last we were in convention assembled.
ich broughr us their full measure of iov as well as of



ore deeply rooted in the Jewish tradirion.

aus action, we have also preserved and enlarged Ma
ist go to Al Vorspan who currently marks his 30th y
aurice’s mentor, even as he is mine. He is remarkabl
tive—I could not do without his wisc counsel. He i
oice within. We salute him and wish him many mor
illment.

Issues of Conscience

sience will not be heard at this convention 'til Mond
It becomes my task, therefore, to keynote the them
: fear! I scarcely propose to detail our full social actic
rself with at least some of those issues of conscience

ston, we gave collective voice to our doubts coneern
mbarking. Unhappy to say, our apprehensions pron
t tightened this nation’s belt ‘round the necks of the
nce of being on the mend. Certainly the inflationary
of a most severe recession. As a result, millions of A
and they have lost the faith that America gives a dan
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5. military intervention in El Salvador and Hondura
faragua. Instead, we must seek a negotiated solution
«dora nations in their cffort to achieve it, and make 3
conomic reform, and social justice.

me plan vis-a-vis the Soviet Union is equally flawed
toric and the weapons race. And both are escalating
a¢ most massive build-up in nuclear systems ever pr
s¢ under the first administration in memory that has
in it, unable or unwilling to sec that the finish line i
:gotiating area have we closed the door.

iammering out a comprehensive nuclear test ban tre
2 ABM treaty negotiated by President Nixon now is
1on not to participate in talks to examine the implic:
sary.

1ew talks to limit antisatellite weapons led the Sovie
in this realm, which, in turn, led President Reagan |
And so it goes. And so we are in danger of seeing th

1¢ blind to Soviet aggression—in Afghanistan, and
1 every comner of our world. Nor am [ unaware of th
i paranoid, pernicious reaction as witness the recent



ation and size of PACs, of Political Action Commit
olitic. These conduits for special interest moncy, as
s to any candidate who is amenable to their view. A
spilled across Washington in recent years. PAC mor
w Congressional candidates in the last clection. Twe
i $1 million each a year ago.

is. Extensive studies demonstrate that there is a close
ed and votes favorable to PAC donors. The public v

ple, the two major foreign policy issues [ raised earl
sercent of the American people strongly oppose Pre
nerica. An even greater number, the vast preponder:
slicics and favor a nuclear freeze. With all that, the p
convictions into public policy. On a host of other 15
iealth insurance, gun control, you name it—the pol:
| private dollars rather than the public will.

owing absolutely clear: I do ot include AIPAC ind
| Public Affairs Committee is not a PAC in the mear
:bate. It does not endorse candidates for office. It de
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rould rather Isracli soldiers were back in the Shuf m
m Isracl fought its bitter fight in Lebanon, it was de
Now that it has withdrawn closer to the twenty-five
t is berated for not doing more to protect Western 1
reversal of roles in Washington: Secretary Weinberg
suddenly has become the hawk.—What a metamor,

versal in policy. I'm afraid that the fragile Isracl-Leb
sked to pay for the success of the current Geneva tal
1 and referred to the United States for further dispo:
1 this score. That would be scandalous! Washington
d on the next collaborate with one of the sides to bre
twe wish the Geneva talks ill. I hope that they will |
enty and independence and territorial integrity of Lt
America alike. Their respective goals are in absolure
sraclis everywhere were grievously offended when, |
Beirut, Isracli offers of medical care and emergency
ael was but minutes away from the tragedy. Unhap)
if such terrorism. Yet Israel’s humanirarian offer wa
That is both incredible and appalling. It is a paradig
cy in the Middle East.
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stIVe VOICE again and again, until te Wrong 1s maac
r which is our entitlement as Jews.

s not against Orthodox Judaism or Orthodox Jews
rs and sisters, as we all of us should. I recognize the!
vish. What I denounce is that politicized clement w:
to the coercive power of the state rather than to the
7 is its separatist component that sceks to exclude ra
ty Orthodox element, with its holier-than-thou syn
ir other Jews, that I find so disdainful. More’s the pi
hemes are destructive of Orthodoxy itself.

ow their contumely to impair our sense of sclf-wortl
eason to be proud of what we arc and what we have
:s that Jewish life cannot be held hostage to the conc
years ago. We believe that Judaism is a living faith,
of becoming. We believe that a religion which refus
1odern life will fossilize and die. We believe in tradit
spectful vote and not an immobilizing veto. We bel
wusand years, preciscly because of its capacity for g
orm Judaism gives glorious, jubilant restimony to o
itself.

Micadvantaoed Teangh Coammiinities



= us rich gifts of mind and heart and substance too. !
i principal staff associates, as well as Dan Syme whao
r aspects of our doing. Talented, creative all, we are

syond the charting of plans. Conversion curricula hi
mphlets, books and films have been prepared; coun
the land; and para-professionals have been trained,

tdone. We stand only at the beginning of our work.
recious little rescarch. Yet we need to be truly infort
¢ perceptions. Why does one person convert and an
rd Jewish identity? Just what are the implications of
Jewish population in general and the Reform Jewis!
:ponderance of these Jews by Choice choose us?
other questions need be answered if we are properly
1¢ suggestion of our Outreach Task Force for the cr
Reform Jewish Public Policy—jointly undertaken b
erence, to undertake such a comprehensive study.
Rabbis was exceedingly helpful in the Outreach sph
n of the Resolution on Patrilineal Descent. That we
dership. It lifted the burden of doubt from the hean
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lult understanding.

fJudaism

weace—

case, being a

¢ past the gates, wondering what

nter.

fort is like leaves upon the

he grass that blooms beneath.

ing about my newness, my

hie thick sound of Hebrew in my mouth

scient, shallow differences

aves away, revealing what soon

isting oneness at the roots.”

# Jews would manifest so reverent a feeling, so great
iin was perceptive when he said: “I regret that I was
ybe a Jew™

Issucs of Faith

re to the final matter that I place before you tonight

1 wmithin mneealose and fa e sacder



ing vearning for the sacred in our day. We all of us «

, a wind blows through space, and the tree-tops are.

it not with the restlessness of those who have lost th

to despair, but rather with the hopeful questing of t

= determined to reach it. It is a searching after newe
meaning. It is a purposcful adventure of the spirit.

¢ women are in the grips of a grear hunger which, li

g on what it gets, growing still more on what it fails

»f such a hunger when he said:

s:ometh saith the Lord God

mine in the land

read nor a thirst for warer,

: words of the Lord.”

¢ vivid description of the very body and spirit of ow
of the Great Hunger that scized us? Never before in
:arning for those ideas and ideals which the synagog
Id our congregations and strengthen their core!
:mbers to the task of repairing our hideously fractur
1 embrace all who hunger after truth!

i recognize that ours is an carnest enterprise, a fatcfi
juestions or give facile answers. Let us, rather, as Re
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.—chairpgrsnnl-;ucrf the Local Arrangements Committe
rything to make this convention run smoothly and 1
Te regret that illness prevented Isabell Herzstein fron
1 we wish her a speedy and complete recovery.

A. Schoolman, the Union’s National Director of I
@ated the multtudinous details of this convention. F
trator both,

the Union’s vice-president, Albert Viorspan, on the
s of the Union staff. An unusually gifted leader, “kec
sen “the Union® conscience, our still small voice wi

tion drafted by the Union’s Committee on New Co
of independent Chavurot as an expression of Jewish
srth the rules governing their admission to the Unic

o acknowledge the splendid work of curricular deve
n Jewish Education and to call on our congregation
rious education efforts.

alv to approve and vigorously implement the vical ro



tute for Reform Jewish Public Policy, to conduct a
riages on the North American Jewish scene.

sate an instrumentality involving every arm of our m
unteract minimalism and further the sense of the sac
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d spiritual depth of Jewish 1i
ween God and human beings. Hal
h an historical ruler--careful
bred naturally of our respect

ism, in other words, believes

t tradition's fruits of wisdon
he tree of halakha. Halakhic i
ymoron for certain hidebound i
. becomes our grave responsibil
. motivated Reform Judaism's 1¢

. principle coegqual with the m:



in't recall w I first came
o allegian w

T effectivelg’bethWEd on m
in oppressed group with hone o:
1ity. Jews consider me a non-Ji
1 Jew...and with a despair tin
I could muster, I began to tl
all.

EY e

e fail to respond to such peop

to demand that they ‘undergo a



s in our real=world practise ¢
world definition of "who is a
than Orthodoxy's definition.
by its exercise, by "acts of
1 resolution stated, "with the
mance of mitzvot." Jewishness
be expressed in concrete ways
Jewish life and the willingne
people. Our numbers reflect re

ies.
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E a Priest of On, and the chil
#s. Indeed, unto this day all
th the blessing that they be 1
bdtfpoina
though ome=of theiﬁ&grandfath
sun in the heathen shrine at
z literature, as well, evidenc
anifest. We invoke the God of

i to the Torah by our father's

¢y zekhut avot, the merit of ou

st significantly, both the Tor
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er to have us turn into a tins
ot be afraid of our difference
ant. It is not merely a tangle
ws nourishment from those root
is a firm and growing stem. I
o fade, but flowers anew in ea
itted to cultivating that plan
nd new ideas, and trimming its

the harsh conditions of today





