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th binds us in sacred union,

ane as a Board since Ted Broido's death and while
Commiitee meeting, | would be remiss were Inot
‘arty Life Member of our Board, Dr. Maurice Jacob
we also come to their journey's end. We will alu
antributions toward the advancement of our wc

must be sounded. I refer to the absence of our Con
ng in Kenya. There is every hope that he will fully)
wis. What gives his mishap its special poignancy
planned out. He was to retire within the year and|
And now, this fearsome misadventure! “Man proj
lonicand, hence, somewhat more to the point: der
i in his heavens and laughs'. But life goes on, nong
eeting days with lasting worth.

1ce of my presentation, | would like to makea b
arstein will give us his fuller analysis of its impori
ow me only this limited commentary:  am exceedi



al justly with those who'stand near. It's easier to
ir who is out of work and out of hope and who de

i care for the latter and you will help the former; &

world of our Union family as well. Here too we mu
rmeasured not only by how we respond to vast gri
tho are far fewer in number, the solitary souls, the.

ducation, as a case in point. We have every reas
sand educational materials are second tononein |
religious school, tedav producing videotapes, as1
hailed as exemplary, bu Tel Aviv University, no le
s are filled to the overflowing. More Jewish childre
1ey do anywhere else in our land.

donot come to us, thoughthey desperately need a
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5 alone. It must be measured also byfthé inch
is and missionaries.

cult membership in the United States is Jewish, o
20 of our young people have fallen prey to the bla
+ feed the drones who idle in the courts of cultic

cults, come the Christian missionaries, the Jews fi
swish youngsters have been captured and enrapti
2 missionary groups themselves claim 100,000 Ji

ve do know that better than a half-score national 1
u year for activities targeted exclusively at Jews. Tl
'school age. They have activities for Junior High ar
sian Jewish immigrants. They have established a ¢
ince of being normal synagogues — yarmulkes 2
sareobserved -—— excepting only that benedictions
an the liturgu. more often than not only in the H

125 than the special targeting, that is so shameful
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by Black Sabbath.

agest that a self-inflicted death is not to be overlooks
lly depict scenes of suicide!

Idren’s songs but to their oum voices with a more
areally are, how overawed by the capriciousness of
nands and how they fear that in the end they wil

influence of drugs, including alcohol. Add in the a
riificial hearts but also the dread of a nuclear denou
sf our culture. Add the violence of our times and its ¢

1 confused and frightened youg people.

my grim conclusion that there probably isn't an a
1ed at the world to stop and said: “I'm getting of!

* * *

iren who have fallen through the Jewish safety ne|



is among our children. Perhaps we can also serve a
imunity to establish residential facilities for

tee on Cults and Missionaries vastly toenlarge its w
10015 and our programs of informal education. We
of our children. That information must be made mo
nk which can help us keep track of the multifol
And we must find the means to make all this poss
. and we cannot confront them with sticks and u

urd to create a UAHC Task Force on Teen-Age Suici
spreading, dreaded scourge. We must train our rab
ning signals of this sickness. We must develop the
lso devise some means for crisis intervention ona
evel,

Board to establish a new Foundation or Institute
rogram mandates of the Task Force on Teen-Age Su
I the UAHC. Thisinstitute is to bear the name Yad 7

for the need? | do not know, but we must do whate
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of peace—for the sake, perhag
s of our Eastern European dele
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' protest corrodes into an immi

it Soviet anti-Semitism is there
ds. We reject the damning cari
"evil empire"" totally devoid ol
the catch-all excuse of "sociali
alist societies. A morality that
syrality at all. Our protest, in ot
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has no roots whatsoever in th

cannot understand how a nat
n can close its borders to its on
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: cannot understand how a sy
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:onfessed in this context that I
rmulae for human rights to be
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se, Soviet Jewish emigration h
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me onlooker yell out that it wi:
ieen killed in the war, and he |
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derstandably, the chant had a
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years—to get out of Russia.

Union insists that such and lil
tic affairs and, hence, no one ¢
| will not consider them ''strici
1ore than we can consider Sou

ie strictly “'an internal affair."”
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= must demand of the Soviet g
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in rights, and with a full encour

* * .

n voice to our protest, we mu
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r confrontation. That will scarc
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is bound up with the fate of h

raise our voice for peace...wen
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itressed everywhere. . .I know w
oughout the war fewish blood fh
: camps, in the ghettoes. I raise i
rainst confrontation. . . .
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nd the Soviet Union]. . . if not w
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in-the making—is a modest st
their argument about introdu
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agies with the Soviet Union, w
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n expenditures that translate i
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ind we become, each of us, a1
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lity is the only alternative we
: Bomb, if we permit it, will b:

ishered in the nuclear age by

y and matter—mysteries that t:
s mysteries.
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‘e that we uphold the right of
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y. Indeed, the right to such an
: Exercise Clause of that Amer
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ithers, however divergent thei:
under against the war in Viet:
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and how a religious agenda ca
conomic theory—clearly secul
ves it up to God to take care o
ouging, and unemployment, a
| those other scarcely self-corr
id laissez-faire approach.

le I will yield to no one in my
and bled, I cannot understan:
of a religion that claims adhe
an nonetheless be so narrowly
chauvinism. The embrace of t
And its preachments about nu
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ae'’ for American Jews. We hc
ntal protection, the ultimate
hich we have experienced in
I our wanderings we suffered
ther countries there was an es
| America, there is none. That
nt as the very cornerstone of «

! chip in that separating wall e
ind properly so. For instance,

wuous than the “equal access’
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1at we are opposed to this or t
fanifesto does not really go to
3se many other groupings on ¢
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: do with the Religious Right.
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ole. Extremist solutions are ofi
in apocalyptic terms, as a stn

i God and Satan, between the

iguage violates the bounds of :
n effect it forecloses such a di
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it matter. How can you be dis
n the deepest wellsprings of y
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itext and in absolutistic terms,
i indeed.

t those who favor E.R.A. are "'
on civil rights for homosexua
e who are opposed to school
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h arguments of the Christian |
: frequency with which its foll
r their positions.

me on theological grounds. Wi
iinisters draw on Scripture for
> be the revealed word of God
mire the steadfastness with w
ce as they make their life deci
1's will on all the issues facing
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| the dampening of Syrian pov
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once. And, if that confession i
1estic gun control, and to U.S.
. all of those other issues whic
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rds of moderation you speak a
»se with whom you confer, or
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rts and Tim LaHayes around v
ecause of their sins, that in re
‘mselves "“under Satan's domai
oys,”" so long as such voices a
1t the integrity of Jews and Juc
doubted.
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yonder at the political naivit

: ought to be remembered that
t locus and source of terror. |
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I am deeply grateful tc
pleasing to the ear. But an honest self-appraisal compels me to confe
deserve all this kindness. Too much of what is credited to me is trul
of others: my colleagues of the Union staff, the members of our nat
commissions, all the leaders — both lay and professional — of our 1
munity. I accept Chuck’s words, then, as descriptive not of my attais
our collective achievements, and as a prescription, a map, a set of dir
1 on our successes.
erves much credit for what he is: a most capable
and forceful. He has good ideas and the verve a
1ds our complex program, and has mastered it it
the stuff that goes into the making of an effectiv
him lead us.

es, also, to Connie Kreshtool, President of the N
whose delegates have come here, in joint conven
mnnial gathering. We honor Connie and NFTS a:
finest attainments — especially in the field of ye
isterhood. The House of Living Judaism could :
'here were times in our early history when the
thout Sisterhood.
- Executive Director of NFTS, marked the 35th
staff since last we were in convention assemblec
he worked in the Youth Division and added lust
o1 v vuncvuve vaadavors, And now she leads Sisterhood with intell
have reason to be grateful to her and to wish her many more years of
Now, I want to acknowledge the presence on our bimab of a very «
Jane Evans. Nominally, she retired from our staff as the Director of t
tion of Temple Sisterhoods ten years ago, and we honored her then.
retired. She has been coming to the office week in, week out, these 1
in countless ways and without recompense, except for the gratefulne
she helps. We simply could not manage without this rarest of persos
on her judgment and tact and wise counsel. Since the last Biennial,
milestone, her 50th year of active, glorious service to her Union. Tt
tion and esteem and so we do well to salute her!

We are deeplv grateful to the manv men and women that veritabli



) be an altogether memorable convention, stimulating in content

les Jewish community also deserves to be commended, for its

leavor. I am particularly impressed by the harmonious Synagogue-

obtains here. It demonstrates to all of us that this relationship

t can be mutually enriching. May this example, along with all the

this Assembly, serve to enhance our own communal endeavors
_lomes.

# * *

d, my friends, men and women, young and old, from many com-
many lands. We each bring our own pekel of tzores, our very own
well as our individual hopes and dreams, for the

15 not been both bruised and inspired by life. Bu

with our communal concerns, with our cares a

strength. We want Israel to endure, the Jewish |

their children to be Jews, to gain from and in tu

Jewish souls for continuity finds encouragemer
our Torah portion and this date in history. For y
th anniversary of the Balfour Declaration, Grea
it to a national home in Palestine. This promise 1
ore then, the dream of a Zion restored was laug
le, including most Jews, as a form of lunacy. But
augh to the dreamers and builders of modern Isi

m, Parshat Vayera, 1ells of a like promise: from

s an end to their barren years, despite their age.

e our mother Sarah laugh, **Shall I who am wax

also?”" Nonetheless the promise was renewed a1

Vitzchak, the root meaning of which is ‘laughter’
tics sees this name as commemorating the laughter of the doubt-
ister of the midrash perceives a more significant lesson inhering in
ts out that the name is actually in the third person singular, future
its literal translation is “‘he will laugh.”” The laughter of the

Lari Kavia Rana fa ailad Teiasha Tacakiéas Afalhin can sadhkaa —kiak



that Contiﬁuity appears tenuous.
Surviving the Demographic Crisis

Let me apply this perception to our present situation, here on the A

Not tan long asn there were many who laughed at the futility of all
ent demise. The Cassandras held sway; everyone
ewish nationalists were certain that the Americ:
ith all the other communities of our exile. Ame
' re-echoed their forewarnings and even the med
all that both Look and Life featured pieces that «
in Jew'" and predicted that by the year 2000 we
. Well, we are but fourteen years from that mille
j that number. Our death notices were prematur
rer our communal lives.

:ment has particular reason to be proud of its re:
[ntermarriage was thought to be striking a letha
ve refused to bow to the inevitable and thereby b
qortunity for renewed growth. Indeed, the rate o
over the past vears, and an ever increasing propc
th marriages are being reared as Jews. Our open
married, our decision on patrilineal descent, ou
o eneeee —— - community — all these have helped significantly
changing trends and to turn the tide of erosion into a current towarc
We owe much to the devoted labors of our Outreach Commission an
Lydia Kukoff who orchestrate its work in so imaginative a way.

A second supposed cause of our demise — the much bemoaned
rate — has also proved to be chimerical. Projections of a zero popul
worse were speculative and failed to take into account that Jewish ¢
having their children later in life. Those appearing to be childless os
the 1970s have become as fecund as Jewish couples of an earlier ge:
evidence of a higher birthrate among the better educated suggests t
rate may even be slightly higher than that of the general populatior

Whatever the reasons, our Jewish numerical strength has not suf



ill, there is an increasingly pronounced trend toward Reform in the
began with the second generation of American Jews when Con-
1eld a clear edge of 50% against 33% for Reform. Among third

n has gained a slight plurality of 41% versus 40 %, whilst ortho-

5 to 3% in this particular grouping. The current toward Reform

in the fourth generation of America’s Jews, the preponderant

se Reform — so all of the recent demographic studies indicate.

» were our only standard of success, we might laugh our Isaac laugh
aere 1s, however, a third factor involved in Jewish continuity and it is
:ak now of our inner well-being and vitality, of the intensity of

1 America and within our own community. I believe this factor of

¢ key challenge to Jewish continuity. It 1s a chall

uality, less about physical survival than about th

Religious Commitment

ot as bad as we had been led to expect. The past
| erosion of over-all Jewish cohesion on the Ame
:nce of a persistent and even resurgent Jewish se
lled us. Our climb up America’s social and econ
te our Jewishness. Shapiro didn’t have to becom:

If-aware, with an agenda all our own, and a disti

ve of Jewish causes, The pushka of old may hav

Internal Revenue Code, but fsedaba — tax-exerr

sish life.

“education continues to distinguish us; indeed there has been a
>wish studies programs on a university level.
s a good deal of social bonding among American Jews. Family ties
Jccupational choices tend to be similar. Distinct residential pat-
sed. There is consistent Jewish networking and interaction.



ourselves Jews.

It is to counteract this very failing that we convened our ““Task F
mitment’’ two years ago, at our last Biennial in Houston. At our p
called upon to receive and evaluate the Task Force Report, to weigh
recommendations.

e oo === 0= the members of this Task Force and especially t
Karff, as well as to Alan Kaplan, the staff directo
ess of their approach. I certainly endorse their r
le, a “Hear, O Israel” spoken from the heart. T
uiding light, and it summons us as individuals t
elves, each of us, as a crucial link in the chain of
rvot that is our Covenant.
| and proper. It is in fullest harmony with the es:
h Judaism as a whole, which has always maintai
ir, plays a crucial role in teshuva, in our people’s
wailability of such people is a critical factor for ]
seek faith, to find God, 1s bound to be abortive. (
ing can have an impact.
till not enough. As with all good beginnings the
1s than it solves. Foremost among them s the ta
phasis on individual spiritual commitment with
1a collective consensus on religious practice in (
authentically Jewish and whole. For you see, when the concept of in
allowed to become the central, exclusive concept of liberal Judaism,
And when everyone ‘‘makes shabbes’” for himself, the Jewish comn
This is why the choice of the individual should never be fully unfett
be an “‘informed and responsible’” choice — so the Task Force repc
that requires collectively established criteria against which the indi
way. Somehow we must create a communal discipline strong enoug
coherence and integrity, but no so rigid and restrictive that it will s
springs from individual freedom.

At the very least, the collective conversation, so well begun on a
be replicated regionally and even locally, so that the spiritual heat g

“1;‘] f‘r]l‘]l‘flfﬂ ;ﬂ ovor “I;Aﬂn;ﬂﬂ r*;rr*lpc Aﬂf] o T f‘Q]] [atal f"\;c accnm]‘\]v



a determined nurturing of our values. Only such a bonding — a

social bonding — will assure our community its power and its

Full-Time Jewish Education

rm Jewish Day Schools, ably led by Lillian Maltzer and David

nit its report to this Assembly. Its recommendations well serve to

bonding of which we just spoke.

who see themselves the bearers of the classical Reform tradition
ed by the option of full-time Jewish education. This issue has a

ng us. Indeed, Isaac Mayer Wise was a fervent p:
sred to maintain such a school in his own synag
ar Max Lilliental established a like school in Ney
Inion School — and he managed to enroll nearly
f the 19th Century, virtually all communities in
-day Jewish schools for their children.

Emanuel Gamoran persistently advocated the i
ication — under both Solomon Freehof and Rol:
aws. Indeed, I myself, when [ was the Director of
Jjuent public voice to my conviction that only a {
ufficient opportunity to be fully schooled in thei
irprise, therefore, when [ tell you that I endorse
1l the more so because we now have some half
day schools and dozens of others who send sub:
wunity operated schools. It is our clear obligatior
' constituency.

k Force Report is well-balanced. It affirms Jewis|

1

ation that, in the present climate, becomes a commitment to defend
e same time, it moves our religious community toward a future of
rves us a way to harvest the fruits of our deepening commitment
-aying our universalist concerns. Surely the resolution’s descrip-

shly informed and motivated young people’ is a description of
on’s dream! I urge us not to delav in building this vision into an



for man to be alone.” It is true, then, that the family is the oldest o:
also true that almost simultaneously with its birth the family has b
if you will, the marital strife of Adam and Eve and the sibling confl

This kind of long-range view is helpful in looking at the present
It may be in crisis once again, but its essential reason for being has
Ae n eanttne ~fboce the family has proven itself to be remarkably rok
2es of our time. Family ties remain strong. Thei1
ssened by even one iota.

stresses on the family structure, to be sure, and ¢
2 separation of work from home, the yielding of
functions from mother to father and back again
ce. Most important of all, new types of families
families with two working parents, unmarried p:
ieveral families, and children reared by grandpar

ost synagogue leaders, in their programming, sti
as the only participants. Those who do not shar
st impossible fully to take part in synagogue life.
: creation of a National Task Force on the Jewist
irect and coordinate our present efforts to addre:
The UAHC presently has many of the needed p
direct and comprehensive approach.
night well begin its work by determining just wk
tamilies comprising our movement is, In this task, it can draw on th
Synagogue Research group led by Alan Iselin and Sandy Seltzer, the
forts are amply evidenced at this Biennial by the questionnaire that
all the delegates.

One more word on this subject, and that is to underscore its rela
theme. The linchpin of our quest for religious commitment will be
family’s ability to find time to be together. Sociologists actually refe
times,” times that neither a husband’s nor a wife’s career are allow
Jewish calendar — our Sabbaths and our festivals — offer ample oj
sanctification of space and time. When we seize these opportunitie:

to re-render Yehuda Halevi: “‘Even as the Jewish family has preser
tha Qahhath nrocarvad tha Towrich family??



country and especially in places where no Jewishly trained profes-
nagogue song I find my ears and my emotions too often assailed by
For you see, the various modes and melodies of the synagogue are
«cific occasions and meant to evoke their mood, and while it might
n, though still objectionable, to hear Chanukah melodies on Purim,
ng to the inner ear to hear the dirges of Tisha B’Av on Simchat

“the sacred. It cleanses the soul from the dust of everyday life. It can
which the spoken word, rooted as it is to the earth, cannot aspire.
laint that the words of prayer are not meaningful enough, not
1agery, not humanistic enough to be relevant. Yet how diminished
the exalting music of our faith becomes an equs”

a moment, if you will. Who among us would tru
gripping melody? Reading only the words of thi
of Roget’s Thesaurus. It consists of nothing mo)
he melody is intoned, a transformation takes pla
ut its words, and feel. It is the melody alone that
oul. Reb Schneur Zalmen of Ladi knew this whe
1g of the soul — an outpouring that words mere
terrupt his own preaching by singing a song wi

QOutreach to Orthodoxy

aches a cacaphonous moment, for in mentionin;

1y throat. I imagined hearing a chorus of ultra-c

almen’s own spiritual descendants, singing anyt|

bout the Reform movement. You have heard the

mock our commitments, how they ridicule our aspirations, how
'wing of Judaism as a perversion of Judaism.
ained as I was to read that ad which appeared in the Jewish press
1g the Jews of America not to pray in Reform or Conservative
High Holy days or at any other time, for that matter. Speaking in
of Orthodox Rabbis the ad declared it a “‘serious violation’ of
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c.la>1~r\_/oyance to look into the soul of another human being and judj

Still another related incident occurred in Cracow, Poland, 2 mon
you remember the details: how a young Jewish boy from America
his Bar Mitzva in Poland and how he and his family and his rabbi,
were harried by the Orthodox, driven from one Temple to another, .
coon ihe was a woman, a woman rabbi, imagine that!

idea this Bar Mitzva was — to bring solace to a

ne world that the evil designs of our enemies car

Unhappily the beauty, the sanctity of this mom

tho resented the fact that non-Orthodox Jews we

n of history for Orthodoxy to claim a monopoly

ed a diversity of Jews. The synagogue in which 1

15 4 Reform Temple in 1844, Among the Jews w

dox Jews, but also Jews of every other kind, incl

b sh'mo y 'ziehro, who stood at Auschwitz’s gat

? Are you Zionist, Bundist, Orthodox, Reform?

f Cyclon B.

o wasn't asked by his foul PLO assassins what ki

i a Reform Jew. a long-time member of Manhatt

ne one of the bedoshim, whose death served his

ut a martyr nonetheless,

_eneration after Auschwitz, and only one month
the Achille Lauro, Orthodox zealots persist in their efforts to establis
selecting process — not in Poland, but before the gates of Jerusalerr
strong from the weak, but Jew from Jew.

What a chilul hashem! What despicable conduct all this! Don’t
anything better to do than to fight their fellow Jews? Have they for
chinam, the sowing of unreasoned hatred which our sages saw aki
the Temple, that it threatens Jewish survival more than any outer r

Intellectually, I suppose we can understand this kind of narrowne
erance as the inevitable concomitant of a waning influence which t
ment must know and fear. Besides, the world as a whole has gone 1
mentalists so why shouldn’t we Jews have our ayatolahs!



‘he sake of progress toward necessary unity within the Jewish
anter narrowness with a rigidity of our own. If we can reach out to
s and every other community, then certainly we should reach out
ase of Israel.
o strengthen this resolution, by calling on the heads of our
rrew Union College, the Jewish Theological Seminary and Yeshiva
ake joint studies involving their respective faculties in the hope of
_rans-denominational approach to such matters as marriage and
in with something less controversial, for that matter, the process of
h all its own. In such a process, I am certain, Reform will not be
ed the “how’’ and not the ““who’’ becomes the object of the
ery grouping accords the other respect.
sults of such an effort, the Jewish world must ki
tnoun, The noun is Jew. And so we are Jews, A
fold: not in Israel, not in Europe, nor anywhere

f our Reform congregation know this: Reform Ji
ndly true to the spirit of the Jewish tradition. Le
ibuted immeasurably to the creative continuity «
1 stoned. But let us not be dismayed. Let us rem
in every generation by those for whom the law |
the stone-throwers, whose vision inspired our pe

5

iowledge of our relevance strengthen us as we st

A Jewish Corps of Service

strate and realize our commitment to K'lal Y 'Israel more forcefully
1 the establishment of a Corps of Service to the Jewish world. What
| of Reform Jewish Peace Corps not for young people alone, but for
give a year or more of their lives to serve disadvantaged Jewish
ut the world.
ience in thic enhere alreadv on a vonth level domesticallv and in



Y Israel than any other resolutions. It will expand our global sense
communal responsibility even beyond our enriching ties to the mu
of Israel. Most importantly to the dominant theme of my message
of Service will produce generations of Reform Jews for whom the v
a stunning set of memories and experiences.

\ction: Farrakhan and Kahane, AIDS and A

vice could conceivably also deepen our social act
tikun olam, our commitment tok repair a shatt
zute. It is to this agenda that I wish to devote my
ill not make it my task to detail all the agonies tl
ponsibility falls to our Union’s great leader of co
this podium tomorrow. [ intend merely and mos
ind to expand another resolution by asking you |
would be remiss, however, were I not to give prais
ind forthright handling of the recent terrorist in
t drew a boundary line, and fortified it, against t
lly violence in the name of a political cause. Ho
ove other nations to deal forcefully and effective
'ents, these killer-termites who gnaw away at the

siuceus we anuod JEZIN to draw our own boundaries against terror
into violence, while it still incubates in the hearts of the Farrakhans
our world. Both are of one ilk, demagogues, rabble-rousers, politico-
lists who seek to seize power by giving the hapless, helpless masses t
savior. For Farrakhan the Satan is the Jew, for Kahane, the Arab. As
himself the messiah, the righteous crusader who imposes order on
are to be feared and both are to be fought. We simply dare not toler
name of ‘‘coalition,” not in the name of “‘dialogue,’ not in the narr
not in any name whatever.

Also on the social action front, I want to introduce a resolution ¢
a resolution that summons our national leadership to deal with this
priority, and to put a final end to that mindless discrimination to w’
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of jobs, often spurned by family and friends; they ‘have been denied
nd refused desperately needed medical services; and organizations
1g refuge to patients have been subjected to bomb threats and to

he bubonic plague when — so Barbara Tuchman instructs us —
nildren to die in the gutter for fear that they themselves would be

ntury, Jews were made scapegoat for the horrors of the plague. To-
« not AIDS itself, receives the pointed finger. This shared victimiza-
common humanity — and of the seamlessness of human hatred.

you to strengthen the Resolution on South Africa which has been
» Social Action Commission. Its members have never lacked in
resight, but in this instance, events have passed t

ing resolution last May, is almost irrelevant tod:

taken the bit into its own teeth. They will no loi

ir chains; they want them removed completely &

ice. All we can really do is to make certain that 1

lood.

to have our resolution strengthened in several v

rnment to release Nelson Mandela and the othe

the responsible and recognized leaders of the bla

1g ON OUr OWN government to increase its pressu

ines for compliance and by lowering the level of

urge that the *‘disinvestment clause’” of the rest

 join a selective boycott of firms engaged in busi

-ompliance with the provisions of the Sullivan A

» must be heard clearly on this moral issue. Too

andwagon of anti-apartheid sentiment, including

only half way aboard and are still dragging their

- more to kick up the dust than to be aboard the wagon. As the Yid-

eir words were a bridge, I wouldn’t cross.”

tion must mince no words. Apartheid is an abomination. Apar-
cism. Apartheid is a first cousin to the Nuremberg laws. Apartheid
mlhons of lives. These are the political realities that must form the
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choosing to be Jews first, then its summons can be heard around th

* * *

And so I prepare to descend from this podium. (I had better befos
to jump.) Still, I am reluctant to leave: it is inspiriting to look across
to sense the earnestness of your concerns, to feel the strength that fu

T sy down, [ must return to the world, a world that
1ge that corrupts and erodes, change that deman
s and terrifies.

f ending is like the fear of a swimmer who is rel

-of my own vulnerability, and I am simply reluc
id see myself once again as a human being, a frai

tion is an expression of impatience, of the wish t
ing and relieve us of all our resolutions!

st, and so do we all, into free fall . . . into winter.
ultuous world . . .

world is softened by the Covenant’s promises: ou
ath's promise of contentment, our Torah's prom

; yet we have a prayer shawl, a strong, dynamic «

We tace the new year, yet we stand upon thousands of years of Jew
there is no firmer rock.

We are not swimmers facing a plunge into a river of change. We ai
bank, nourished by deep roots, secured by our flexible trunk, that b
and water to bring life to our branches.

We are not frail individuals among a frail people. We are earnest
God’s civil servants, made strong by pain and prophecy.

And we are not impatient for the messiah to come. The messiah
ourselves. The messiah brings nothing that we have not earned. Th
comes — to share in our laughter.
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nbly to express the indebtedness of our religious community to our
othschild, for his “‘diligent and forceful’’ leadership of our Union.

> Jane Evans on the completion of her fiftieth year of professional
is a member of the UAHC staff. We simply ‘‘cannot manage
persons.”’

ly and its delegates to accept the summons implicit in the report of
igious Commitment. [ ask that this Task Force be kept intact for

zive it time further to define and implement its prirnncec thranoh the
acies of our religious community. Hopefully, it ¥

of communally-affirmed standards against whick

that their choices will indeed be “*responsible ar

ort of our Task Force on Options for Full Time |
ment to provide the means necessary for its imp!

1bly to create a Task Force on the Jewish Family,
15¢ to the many changes taking place in family f
great need to help the many new kinds of famil;
nilies, etc. — to take their rightful place in synag
to strengthen this “‘first and foremost cell” of ¢

+ establishment of a Joint Commission on Synag
urgical music literacy in our movement. Hopefu
Rabbis, the American Conference of Cantors, an
ic will join us in this venture.

resolution on K’Lal Y Israel submitted for our consideration by

a, Ga. I would like to strengthen this resolution by calling on the

s — JTS, HUC and Yeshiva University — to undertake joint faculty
1elping the larger American Jewish community evolve a *‘trans-
ich” to the problems of marriage and conversion that beset us.

T —
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sion be strengthened, calling on the South African government to 1
Mandela and other political prisoners and to engage in negotiation:
representatives of the black and colored peoples, and calling on our
increase its pressures on South Africa by setting deadlines for the d
heid and by lowering the level of our diplomatic contacts with that _
Vlom ebie A---—-t1- o authorize the Union to join a selective boycott
Africa and who are not in compliance with the

sembly and its delegates to express our collective
tion to be:

ngregations, their rabbis and lay leaders, for the
uilding so vital a Reform Jewish community in |

ersons and members of our Biennial Program C
they feasted us. They responded fully to the felt

nd co-chairpersons of the Local Arrangements (
~ho did all that was humanly possible to make tl
ke us feel at home.

Leonard A. Schoolman, the Union’s National L
' coordinated the multitudinous details of this A
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