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am not indispensable, even as I was reassured to know that leadership reir
hands.

Of course I am grateful to all the members of this Board of Trustees, for gat.
ness, for helping to inspire my recovery, and for taking concrete steps to show
We reciorocate vour friendshio with a full and grateful heart.

ted to the theme of Outreach: Retrospect and Pr
make brief comment concerning those startling
it as Jews. [ refer of course to the Iranian fiasco,
vill be scapegoated for these misadventures.

an's political moderates might well be justified
the hostages. But by paying the extortionist's pr
policy were squandered: neutrality in the Gulf V
iat sponsor it.

. .the stakes were too high. And the moment tl
10t before they had pulled the wool over the e
hostage to replace the three that had been releas

¢, and a dealing in deception, the endeavor to diy

womination which cannot be mitigated by the cla

ical understanding. It was but an imperious seiz1
men, who arrogantly assumed that they were above the law.

The wisdom of Israel's involvement can also be questioned, although i
justifiable. To begin with, America asked Israel to send these arms to Iran, and tl
can scarcely be refused. Israel also hoped to buy safety for Iran's still substanti
munity. Lastly, Israel, too, has long-term geopolitical considerations at play; i
tion distant from Israel, yet hostile to the Arabs, is not as great a threat to it:
Israel was tainted by the blunder of this multi-nation gamble, and the moral au
state-sponsored terrorism was severely impaired.

Various attempts are now being made to scapegoat Israel for this misadver
folded, a White House official declared that dealing with Iran had been Israel's
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further wood for their axes by the several scandals which have been break-
1ses, and the municipal bribery scandals here in New York. Not unlike many
urning the pages of newspapers with some desperation, and in the vain hope
name in the listing of those who were or were about to be indicted. Whatever
of our co-religionists?

sensitive about such revelations. Certainly, anti-Semitism will not increase
. victimizes the Jew, and only then finds reason in the Jew's conduct to justify

that critical mass has something to do with it all. Jews predominate in New
Vhen [ lived in Boston, there was a scandal a we
rish because so many of the municipal employe
anking field; better than eighty percent of all sw
nder, then, when crooks are found that Jews st

eir acts, to be sure, nor does it lessen the shame
ach tragic diminution. Forgotten the injunction {
that Jews conduct themselves in such a way tha
id their righteousness live in these people, let u:
nity.

to the leitmotif of our Board weekend, does it n
sive rather than exclusive, the opening of our co1
narried and their children.

it years ago, and it is predicated on the assumpti
= gur community; that they don't necessarily wish to stop being Jews; and that
rer them and regard them as lost to the Jewish people forever. We proposed,
of approaches to reintegrate them into Jewish life, to encourage the conver-
and to effect the Jewish socialization of their children.

having projected this idea, as well as the resolution on patrilineal descent



sions of their own children. ""Times and Seasons'’ offers them information, guic
uine exploration of conflicts and harmonies.

The outstanding success of this program has been revealed in the outpour
volvement, and constructive suggestions from participants. Incandescent in i
maturing and reproducing itself; we have forty trained facilitators, a completea

d which you will have a chance to preview thi

be measured solely by specific programs, nor e
1 regained for our people. It must be measured |
ish community.

unning. We have transformed American Jewry's
nd the concept of outreach, even conversionary «
nmunity. We have taken the discussion of inte)
itudy—indeed, into the sanctuary itself. Without
ave begun to grapple with it. Hob nit kayn mo
-"Don't be afraid when you have no other choic
ned.

: bastion of opposition to the Outreach idea bega
iline Orthodoxy, in a recently published HADO
of revolutionary significance, one that would sur
this is what he said:
Regarding the plague of intermarriage, from which the Orthodox have not be¢
to do what the Reform Jews are doing—with, of course, an Orthodox conter
Bravo!

And so, everybody is doing it—the Conservatives, the Reconstructionists
communal organizations, fund raising agencies—all have accepted our fundame
way, nonetheless joined in a kind of Jewish patchwork quilt of outreach whic
scape and the mindscape of American Jewry.

Not everyone in our midst is pleased by all this. Some feel that our pri
diminished, that those who emulated us have now outpaced us and that we ar

Here and there, an individual effort mav merit recognition as innovative. but
the

Cor
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at we should ride at anchor and be content to stay where we are. And so I wish
mmatic suggestions tonight, proposing newer emphases within the realm of

:mentation will require the approval and the cooperation of this Board.

ovement turn with a greater determination towards the children of interfaith
ior Jewish life and the Jewish future. There are probably half-a-million such
too many are reared in a manner in which two religions are blurred together so
.""We will expose them to both religions,’’ explain the parents. "'Once they grow
1 decision.” Such a democratic sentiment usually represents a side-stepping of

tponement of the parents’ own most difficult de
mpathize greatly with these difficulties, especial
arriage. We must realize, however, that such inc
I, but a two-headed child, not in one who is vers
tually mutter: "'A pox on both your houses."

aboul an association of such children, now adull
Christian nor Jew, and their badge is a medallior
1 turned around, becomes a St. Christopher's n

rtainty and a sense of belonging. An uncertair
of the religious life that appeal to young people.
hood memories, memories of belonging deepl
ou be, without that original magic, without the

1emories for as many children of interfaith cou
aining them for our people. Specifically, I would
vhich restrict religious school to the children of

ixed married couples, without charge, provided those children have not been
their parents belong neither to a synagogue nor a church. I do not speak here of
t will somehow deprive our congregants of limited resources. I speak rather of a

will reap profits more surely than any other investment.

7ill raise many hackles, even more auestions. Whv pav dues? Whv be more con-



weeks hence:

When there is but one light, all is still dark, and the solitary light looks mela
companion, then another, and another. . .

Herzl also noted that ''the light comes first to the young..."

T want ta cee the licht l(inrﬂpd As weﬂ in our camps and our youth groups_ H
unaffiliated interfaith families.

to Israel to children of intermarriage, and raise t

mith and camp committees to effect these progra
irst demand of ourselves.

th Commission and its talented staff to devote s
atried, untouched realm. I speak of an approact
f long ago. I speak of the "parvehs’' now, of th
from the intense stigmatization and spiritual cor
ian any other group, these survivors of old-fashic
ommunal identity. They are therefore deeply iso
them. That requires patience, caring, and respec
simultaneously to the adull, and to the child w
of the past, as well as the hopes for the future

I believe that eight years of creative exploration of the concept of outreach
and emotionally for taking the next step: that we are ready like Jacob in Egypt—
the heads of Ephraim and Manasseh—to bestow our blessing on the children of i
will come ever closer to the fulfillment of the Outreach idea:

® to be missionaries for Judaism,
® to assist in the active conversion of the unchurched,
® to embrace those seekers after God who come to our door.

Have we the resources to be so bold? Are we, by going out on a limb, forgett
trunk of Reform Tudaism?

eleg
fror
con

plu
Jew
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2 armnanons 1end o separate u
1d the weekdays—some will g
ervative synagogues and some |
far too many, of our people go
This, my friends, is the great p)
nominations, must address—by
e gathered to discuss the diffe
n the synagogue, and I say to
ught compared with the gulf th
ot in whatever fashion and tho
"es, there are differences, but
hey are more often a matter of
or, more frequently a question
how friendly the rabbi than of
ch of Judaism over another.
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moreover, that some of these
—and even violent—than are b
tween the Mitnagdim and the
hese antagonists did not limit t]
utbursts as we do today. TI
denounced their opponents |
isoned.

1ore to the point, not a few tim
ists of one camp refuse to give
1e sons and daughters of the of
led, and the Jewish world renr
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o no one single person or
share the destiny of this peop

it to minimize our difference:
iew which obtain between (
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1 issues as the religious divorce
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ox leaders.
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imply achieved. I know wha
wplification of more Orthodox
and Emanuel Rackman and Eli
m is in building bridges, not cit:
em strengthen their hand, vie r
t especially to the Orthodox |
1e refreshing breeze of dialogu

arnestly dialogue, building as
humanly possible. Concrete
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vo schools, “so Harold remindst
rect prevailed. Each informed th
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.CAnd if. . . the House of Hillel v
chah fixed in agreement with its
) the kindness and modesty of

2 House of Hillel studied the arg
1 even mentioned the words of Sh

1at [ would like now to discus
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rom these marriages, our chilc
turn—ledor vador—will, in fact
stiny of this people Israel. We
* believe that this course in r
nd that it is more in harmony
as it is exemplified in the ct
to his rebbe with the plaint
ould I do," he asked in his de:
1 all the more!™

atter of patrilineal descent. I a
rith what is involved here, but,
brief explanation: As vou know
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alat Torah (Confirmation). For
ning Jewish identity, other pL
tv be added or substituted after

truly are “machmirim,”” more ¢
ect that genealogy alone does
ish identity, not even if the i
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LI B T



a1 was a Jew. Indeed, even unto

blessed with the blessing th
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o worshiped the sun in the
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‘erature, evidence of the patril
fest. It invokes the God of our
summoned to the Torah by o
ve live by zechut avot, by the

a non-Jew is converted to Judai
1e is designated as a son or da

nt of all, both the Torah and ra
ely dominant in matters affect
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h world remained intact.
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