MS-630: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler Digital Collection, 1961-1996.
Series C: Speeches and Eulogies, 1967-1996.

Box Folder
24 7

Speeches, 1987.

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the
American Jewish Archives website.

3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
513.487.3000
AmericanJewishArchives.org



im reminder ‘ g
AMERICAN [EWISH
ARCHIVES
bbb bbb

' day,or aven Jewish cnpun
sre’ ?%e:tive' phrhnpsa{%ﬁ m
¥ 'i:nﬁi-.ﬁ@y’" + about 1 rf‘tal'i’t'

4

o\
lasting 3)‘9" e
verlastings. / ko




AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES

¥ o b D owow

.tnﬁ?;jbne

:Id; hus y @ #hﬁ-’ a

A
joys n:f -L ewr-@- pr‘esem:e

any fimes.



AMER AN ji:‘w_t:f-'H
AnCHIVES

ies of “1112 ﬁﬁ;ﬁ@ E'I:1l:| hop

future.



AMERCAN GEWISH
ARCHIVES

: q:{?? 'g/i*afu
sossibi I‘l'ﬁ& gpﬁw ividual

anly the n*rmﬁ‘ksa-r"ﬁhat individu



1f1?2h‘
2loved ﬁ#ﬂﬂig—ﬁ.%

an wWith my Nﬁﬁ:_raﬁ & rabbi in



AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES

N NN




oo o
~ANMEKBECAN JEWRaH
ARCHIVES

lost nm:l bgm I-;ma!rt, we re



FEL e e e L

cugh to eat &

Al = LU LA e wow )

}wr_mcm IEWISH
ARL HiVES

A 44 & 84 4

; uﬁhnn -
“gafter :ln t."'; ;.IT thﬂ fact



AMERIC Al JEWISH
ARCHIVES

405 4. 500

wat we :aﬁ“‘gpgmgtr water?



IS RY AN L

AMERICAN JEWIS
ARCHIVES

55/
> i‘ '
i thonsailng,gg-eih

_ fﬁ-my'stﬁr
i the nraﬁdn‘ﬁhhhﬂ/;ﬂfrm‘ of



_AMERICAN JEWISH
CARCHIVES

b & & & & & &

=d aE'=.o s the
\
cur u:ﬁt&h& -

WaS the apex~of-fiv experisnce



AMERICAN jEewiail

ARCHIVES

life thaty s rrou;@_& us is
nent ﬁf\txz %.5‘;4 '@.«d}armt»? |

i1t the here a‘hd._tﬁ’e hereafter






G e eeea s s G e s
world, perched upon that mount
There Noah and his family and
t upon the dry land for the fi
hts. And there, at the peak c
od's pledge in the form of a r
no more wholesale, indiscrimir
- at least not by the hand of
t the ancient Armenian kingdonm
ant of Noah, at Lake Van, less

Thus the mountain of God's
m of Armenia like a guardian a2

nd and not history had shaped
les! For history did not deal
All too often it was given. sha
mise of Ararat's rainbow sign.

f our kindred fate was first c
twelve or thirteen years of ag
of Franz Werfel's The Fortv Da



the more technologically effic

Armenians are brethren in pair
gle family by our martyrdom, c
S, betrayal and anguish. We |z
g, by a torment so intense th:
ose memories we share are haur
They still make us stagger. 1
the walls spin '"round, the woz
if we would. We cannot pluck
nage from us, its anguish piex
eaten into our sinews, dissolx
., reduced the very spirit of ¢
ashes.

e to all these aching memories
t always will :be that -- a sil
stifled by darkness and our ¢
no tongue. Our shared martyr
an endless silent scream resz
re God was silent too.



| ACLES TNAT Were grotesquely pu
ery, of twisted paranoia and ¢
And yet it is that very purpos
. capacity to butcher without r
of blood without so much as a
or direction which impels us t

again with stinging memories.

ing to affirm our faith in ouzx
air of the human race and, thu
to share in the compassion the
ainbow in the sky. Therefore,
e suffering we have endured; =
tery of suffering into a revel

ost we ve learned, each of v
g, any and all threats to our
not for myself," taught the H
r me?" Thus, wherever there i
hatever country or continent c¢
ar flunq world, there must you
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© neglects his cultural legacy
t as surely as the Jew who dis
tler a posthumcus victory. The
an an individual today, even i
m. He or she emerges whole, :
. the cause of the Armenian pec

nd truth which emerges form tf
- is this: that we are not alc
ther peoples too have suffered
nd to one another, all humans

d that an international human
that since the end of World W=
er instances of race exterminz
ed as genocide’. Think of the
killing fields, think of Afqghs
n. Numerous and fearsome are
of human evil.



pends upon our ability to deve

the understanding that we are
the sons and daughters of Noz
t Ararat. We are, each of us
the sky for the rainbow sign,
peace and growth and meaning c
and all of us, confronting th
llenge to recognize and act urp
nity, to work together to ease
n the eyes of the blind, to bi
to loosen the fetters of the Ek
oned,

rainbow, after all? It is ev
into one greatespectrum. It i
liquid fashidon it into wvisibl
binds the world m horizon
physical. It is the earth's
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ot forget them. We take them
beside the treasured memories

embrance give us the strength
where others hate, to hope wh
o chaos and reason to the madn
ed the fulfillment of the prom
0 humankind, on that fateful 4
rainbow over the lofty peaks ¢
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that no marter what we ralk about

till, I owe my life to him and I
alue his friendship.

1ave been asked to bring some Jew
nuclear delusion, that grear moral
n its consequence. Of course, | a
¢ testimony on the critical need {
rhotam U'itim v'chanitotehem ['mam
hall beat their swords into plowst
sears into pruning hooks;

| not lift up sword against nation
Il they leam war anymore.

been handed down to us like prec
:aamned for peace. But the sparkle



surely there is no feeling, thinking
t he or she finds suitable and cone
human race.

¢ bound to think or even say, the
en in its ideal conception, is not
ianifestly true. The pursuit of peac
ll-exclusive element of Jewish 1
melodies do have their counterpoi:
i can also be heard. Some wars we
lefense, or when war was the only
not just the author of peace, bur al
1 prophets who portrayed the visi
so denounced those who cry “pe
d the visionary Joel ironically inv



m AL as caa Emesaes et femenspes s ates w

the superpowers cannot make w
war against the whole of the hur
vn peoples would be made to suffe
presumed or real sins of their rulen
ts. Concepts like “just” and "“unju
onflict, yea even wars fought in se
‘es and values to be defended are
m teaches us to reverence the pas
ald obliterate it all, the full fruitag
literature, the mastery of nature, |
it would be reduced to a nothingne

trying to say is that the two seemir
inn—rha nurenir Af feacs and th



4y, © e PTOGMCE 0] apainy, and i
racial superiority and world dominior
ischwitz chimneys that is now billowir
am from us, the chosen, slaughtere:
‘what we are: wisps of smoke, ashes i

ntemporary Jewish thinker and pe
ch nuclear bomb “A Portable Ay

w, and as a Jew, I cannot in all g
a people with the leaders of our h
ere strictures on the right of emig
re of Jews denying them as the me;
nd the languages—required for its
es in tone of late for which we are



tween the two superpowers great]
Jacob and Esau, Jacob who could
of wrestling with his conscience
onsiders itself to be Jacob: the o
apable of carrying the values of
onsiders the other one to be E:
me that would sell his principles fi

es now as these grear powers attem
ccess, for a new reprieve, a slow
United States and the Soviet Uni
angels, with their own ideals, the
¢ that we know as the arms race.
ors come to the summit not as
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n and negotiate that reduction,
mad. For the greatest madness is
ts this new harvest of weaponry
nadness is that which believes i
as if such a superiority will someh:
ions following a nuclear exchang
ms of apolitical radiation.

to me, perhaps even today, that as
se or nuclear weaponry. My answe
o deserves to be entrusted with sc
end of the world. That is the s
ort to downgrade it ro less apocal
credible conceit. We are standing
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Reform Congregations. He served on numerous national committe
of crucial consequence to our work. In a word, he earned his spu
became our national chairman, he grew even more in stature to b
extraordinary leader of our movement, winning the regard of all »
him.

Hic nradacacenre jn office set high standards for him. He maint:
prior chairman, to my knowledge. gave more t
| the minute and voluminous detail of our work
ership, he was its exemplar. His expectations v
icting. And our Union is the stronger because ¢
of your large and grateful constituency, I prest
nated Megilah, the Scroll of Esther. One of the
wu know, is Mordecai who led his people with
ve. May this gift ever remind you of our abidii
largery.

: for this the 59th General Assembly of our Ur

t, for this the 75th Anniversary Assembly of N

ul and notable occasion. [ say *‘affiliate,” but !

our full and equal partner. an essential elemer
e - = -~ - knOWledged often before, many of our finest at
religious community were nurtured by Sisterhood. We are what we
vibrant force in American Jewish life — because NFTS gave us sh
Our congratulations, to you, Dolores and Ellie and all those you le
lasting debt.

I have but one regret in this connection, that I must make note
the presence of Jane Evans in our midst. This is the first Joint Bi
of Reform Judaism will have missed in her over fifty years of act
to our family of congregations. We wish her a ‘‘refuah sh’lemah,
speedy recovery. I certainly feel the want of her and so do we all

I also miss Emil Baar, Past and Honorary Chairman of our Bo:
way of all earth just a few weeks after our last convention. What



s great city in which we have gathered together — in comfort and
‘0 that army of resourceful volunteers led by Iris Franco and

lda Wise, Richard Rhodes and Alan Bregman — has been known
ween the American east and the American west since its founding

» centuries ago. Chicago is our largest railhub and busiest air

cy from all directions of the map. It is an ethnic crossroads as well,
oups as inhabit our immigrant-enriched United States. And

_ is the crossroads leading from the pre-nuclear to our nuclear

is city that the first nuclear chain-reaction was set off in 1942.

1 a turning point for the Union as well, for it was here that our
was born. Olin-Sang-Ruby spawned eight other Camps for Living
the land, and their force in the molding our cl

urable. There isn’t a congregation in this coun

or lay leader who, in one way or another, has

orious, gift a gift that has been redoubled, nov

0,000 legacy from the Foundation of Elsie and

of our honorary Board member, Bernie Sang.

curs at a crossroads in time as well as in space
al anniversaries: not just Sisterhood’s 75th, but
n Center's 25th, the 200th Anniversary of the (
thts, and last, but not in the least, the 40th Am

5 us this Shabbat to a crossroads we well. An i

&bram, lives in a place called Haran, — the n:

1as heard the voice of God summoning him to

- leave your native land and your father's hou

1.

behind your comforts and assumptions. Go for

~ies but to fulfill a vision. Go forth, though alone, and trust in God
that the caring human spirit, the spirit that thirsts for justice and
ind strength and make the proper choices.

od’s call. Standing at his turning point, he takes the never travelled
oes, his life makes all the difference.

xx 71 . . . i
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breakdown of accepted norms of conduct, has jarred me to the

something more than a task force on litugical music, or an out

married couples, or even a heightened sense of Shabbat; that t

speak of ‘‘going forth’’ and ‘‘reaching out,”” we had best und:
the alef-beit of Jewish morality and ethics.

o ~ me for conceiving and crystallizing the idea of

h a program eons before I came on the scene. .

God reaches out to Abraham, and bonds him t

umcision. *“Walk in my way,”” says the Lord,

n's original outreach program. It consisted of ¢

ke others to say: If this is how they are, this i

rom ‘‘blameless’ have we become? The piteou
vs ask about people in the news, *‘Is he Jewish
worry than with pride. The grievous fact is th:
n as indicated public officials and business me

e defensively that only one or two of the Jew
gnificant ties to the Jewish community. Such a
ffectiveness! Besides, some of this ethical deca
unity's bone and marrow.

_ drink, pleasure-and-oblivion culture is alive an
homes . . . the epidemic of divorce and of legally intact but sg
afflicts us too . . . the tides of abuse, of exploitation, of prejud
instant gratification . . . the furious frenzy of greed . . . all the
participants — or should we say as victims — an unseemly nu-

Now, I know full well that this lawlessness and corruption -
and touches every level of our society. Look and see: not eve
evangelists are impervious to the moral malaise of our age!

Still, we must ask: What has happened to our once profoun
munity? What are the sources of our degradation and shame?
have been proud to receive straight from the offices of Mome;
Religious Action Center as Scholar-in-Residence, posed the qu



/e ought to consider the setting of standards beyond the

r synagogue leaders, so that they can serve as exemplars.
‘ersonal and Business Ethics ought to be higher on our collec-
-ation of social issues alone, or even Jewish communal pro-

» heed Lech-Lecha’s demand that we ‘‘go forth.”

» recover the Jewish sense of noblesse oblige. We must return
itreach effort that bade us win adherents not by precept, but
it recapture that ethical self-esteem that led to Rabbi Stephen
1 American lady who tried to impress him with the information
i had witnessed the signing of the Declaration of Independence.
:ad high and majestically rejoined: ‘“My ancestors, madam,
1z of the Ten Commandments.”’

r Religious Action Center at Twenty-Five

‘hat most assuredly does continue to remind us

lues that the world would make us forget. 1 an

Action Center in Washington. It was launched

moral vision of Maurice N. Eisendrath, and tl

rable Kivie Kaplan. It was fired and forged i

srageous Al Vorspan, who will be deservedly |

ward at this convention. It has been refined, st

fies of capable Center Directors, now culminati

up of David Saperstein, And the Center has be

reative energies of lay leaders, presently Harri

'es, and the interns — and many people throug

hom the Religious Action Center represents the

1-action,

€ Center have been towering and interpenetrating. It has
e highest councils of government. It is respected in
1ation of idealism and effectiveness, for being solidly in tune
committed to coalitional activism, and loyal to an ethical
lising integrity.



€qual TIgNts 10T WOIMEN as — anu-ramily, yet tey oppose the T
from the bloated military budget to meet the needs of desperate
A like religious myopia afflicts Jewish fundamentalism. True
firms all the 613 mitzvor and they include both ethical and ritua
the former, being common to all men, are seen as more univer:
somehow not sufficently *‘Jewish’’ — and so the punctilius obsei
ior becomes the touchstone of piety. Rarely if
Rabbinic establishment speak out on the econo
ity. They deem it more important to warn that
of the shofar is not observed when a rekiah is h
Igogue,
ompulsive narrowing of religious concerns, our
wedge holding open the door of the Jewish con
which the voices of the prophets still echo, dr
ms of the priests. In this sense, it is a single is
hteousness for all peoples.
rtain that its influence is deepened, by probing
¢ of our social activism, and by continuing to ¢
ly Reform but all the other branches of Judaisn

Of Popes and Coalitions

One of the pivotal, urgent tasks of our Social Action Commissio
coalition wide open. My recent journey to Rome, Castel Gondol
Miami, was in the service of this purpose.

Many of you received my detailed report of the mission and
now. Suffice is to say that it was, in my judgment, a success. "
Catholics and Jews was restored. Indeed, it was substantially ac

Not everyone was happy with the results of course. There w
among Catholics. Thus one Conservative Italian Catholic public
with the headline: ‘‘The Pope Surrenders to the Jews!”’

As for the Jewish critics, it would appear that they expected
formal apology for the Waldheim debacle and the promise of fi



ship, is it not?

re also politically short-sighted. They blithely ignore the fact that
itholics in America who would have been deeply offended had

1 meetings, — and justly so, because the American Catholic
ership for that matter, was vigorous in representing our plaints

but self interest too dictates that we preserve the Catholic-Jewish
_ogress has been made in this sphere over the years — more pro-
than in the preceding two millenia. It would be folly to allow one
rehensible and painful, to retard if not to end such a fruitful

Soviet Jewry and Nuclear Madness

ation to which we are pledged, appears to be r

hat we are witnessing a sudden, rare outbreak

ty has peered at one too many disasters — and

fate.

ries of Central America are engaged in an unp

nong themselves for peace. The governments o

uietly, steadily improving relations. The indust

ie fact that the Third World simply cannot pay

are proposed to relieve it.

k this interlude, we now have the promise of a

ly ease the strangling tension with which the si

: of death. It is a promise that was deferred so

chev encounter, but the basic elements of the a

are still in place and can be signed even without a summit.

ud this and all other efforts to slow the doomsday clock, to erase
cenity we call the arms race. But let us not be so naive as to
orts with the word Shalom, peace. An outburst of lucidity does
id — it only holds out the hope that there is a cure.

noocco 1o that whinh faraate itcalf that wihinh teanta ¢hin wace



Social Action Commission immediately to initiate the process wh
movement to take its stance on this fundamental dilemma of our

It is high time that we decry the folly of nuclear deterrence, a
universal abolition of nuclear arms. By the year 2000, Jewish ch
next Biennial will be B’nai Mitzva. We can offer them no more

k& &

ow about the Gorbachev phenomenon, and his
i I told our Board after I returned from Mosco
trines of “‘openness’” and *‘economic reconstru
nes contradictory effect on Soviet Jews,

oners of Zion have been released. Indeed one
addressing our closing session on Monday nigl
m given permission to leave and hopefully, the
er. On the other hand, anti-Semitism in the US
nary forces are flooding the newly opened com

atradictions, however, the most significant issu
. of least: and that is the severe restaints upon
of assimilation that are placed upon the vast n
n the Soviet Union no matter how liberal emig
ceeemee == oeeee ——Jeation is obtainable in the Soviet Union only &
Begun, freed last February, has again been denied the right to tea
“‘crime’’ for which he was imprisoned. Religious and cultural res

Yes, there have been recent concessions to Judaism and Jews, -
trained in Hungary, one kosher take-out restaurant, the publicatic
tionary, and, mirabile dictu, only a few weeks ago, the opening «
library for non-refuseniks in a Moscow apartment. But such glac
scarcely assure the survival of Jewish consciousness in the Soviet
assimilation, all of the erosive forces with which we contend her
are eating away at the vestiges of Jewish culture and Judaism in
to these ingredients the ugly commonplace of anti-Semitism, and
only be called a forced assimilation.



while I was there. 1 concluded that while 1t would be virtually
age the formation of a national movement of Reform Judaism in a
onal religious organizations, there is still a great deal we can do to
pment of a network of activist Jewish families in the liberal
work could use our educational and liturgical materials. Such a
n ‘‘spread the word’’ along remarkably subtle and effective
nels that seem almost telepathic in the face of Soviet repression.
wvel, Reform Jews have done much for the cause of Soviet Jewry.
alas, the burden has been borne essentially by one gallant lady,
require a vastly expanded effort in this realm. Hence, I call for the
ial movement-wide Task Force that would address every aspect of
tuation. It would press for emigration and for the relicionc riohte nf
ld prepare the translation of liberal Jewish edu
And it would establish and provide services to
The time has come for our Reform movement
nere protest — to tend to the fragile shoots of
ire seeking desperately to survive in a harsh an

Reform Judaism in Israel

1 opportunity so scatter seedlings of Reform on
nurse and prune the sturdier plants of Reform

ouraging developments have taken place since |

anization, the Hebrew Union College — Jewist

Union for Progressive Judaism, have substant
nter in Jerusalem, and it is altogether beautiful.

; Israeli lay and rabbinic leadership is gaining in strength and

- an essential foundation that must be built upon if Reform in Israel
ing more than a shtible for Olim from Western countries.

1 Israeli counterpart of our Religious Action Center have been
lossoms, it will become a leading presence in efforts to preserve



Jewish lives and carry on our work. They could have chosen th
or the beauty of Jerusalem. Yet they settled instead in the spars
the Arava and on a barren hill-top among the slim Jewish majo
choices that patriotically serve Israel’s true settlement priorities.

But now our pioneers need help. They need recruits. They n
replace trailers, to lend a sense of permanence. They need indus
le job opportunities, to knit together the commu
ieed our professional guidance and solidarity.
today for the formation of a movement-wise C
ed by ARZA that will mobilize atiention and a:
lers are the cornerstone of Reform Judaism's h
he hands with which our dreams are built. If yi
1as a profound contribution to make to the Jewi
hardened by danger, restoring a humane religi
shrill sounds of religious fanaticism — then let
rgies of our settlers who are the forerunners, th
n Israel.

Israel at 40 and the Quest for Peace

sur pioneers should also serve to renew our reg

o k its 40th anmiversary.
We marvel at the wonders of that amazing land: the prodigiot
construction, agriculture, and industry, the miraculous regenerati
onr neonle fram all around the world: the creation of a democra

~ ~



te. Our expectations were unrealistic. We hoped for the

vision, we harbored the dream that a Jewish state though living
lus is force would nonetheless be able to measure its every

e of an absolute justice. Israel did not grasp that reach, but in
has exceeded our longings.

E I S

of which I spoke should not mean silence at the dinner table —
a most crucial argument is raging within our family, like the one
ne argument, is between those who hold the status quo of

viser course, who believe that time is on Israel’~ ~id= ond thoce
uruse the quest for some appropriate internatiol

egotiations to begin as soon as possible.

hard before I decided to place so contentious &

ons confronted me: First, do we have a right t

:ond, if we do, what should our counsel be?

:red the first question in the affirmative, else I

nt theme. I believe unswervingly that we owe

serve her cause when we censor or sanitize or

wpts of others to censor them. Israel is the pos:

the Jewish people. And that gives us both the

< up.

refreshing way of putting it. In an interview sc

the following: **“We want to hear nice things at

» truth. The Arabs, the United Nations, the ant

But American Jews are ‘mishpacha,’ they are ¢

mly praise, but criticism as well. They should

is equally important that they help us see what is wrong and how
Thus, Golda over twenty years ago. And thus also every Prime
e her time.

and Israel’s are inextricably intertwined. What happens there
tter or for worse. I manifestly agree that in matters touching on
I docicion must rest with Israel whose people live under the gun.

— =
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Israel and any of her neighbors without international mediatior
through Sinai and up to Camp David. The real concerns of the
elsewhere. They but ‘‘mask a reluctance to contemplate any te
even though they know that this is the sine qua non of any sei
(The New Republic) There’s the rub!

n not endorsing a specific modality to provide |
ome international cover be sought forthwith, In
the status quo in Judea and Samaria and Gaza «
* risk than does any international umbrella for ¢
the seeds of endless conflict. It corrodes the Je
State. It is a demographic time-bomb ticking a
tening to shatter its being.

er or later this will produce an Arab majority 1

n at best a bi-national state, much like Lebanon

¢ precariously between Moslem and Jew. And

dilemma by either repressing the Arabs or driv)

ocratic nature will be disfigured, and the Zioni:

o is indeed a two-headed monster, hard to rest

sither head manages to bite, its venom in Israel

one set of fangs, Israecl would preserve democr

., . Biuen by the other set of fangs, Isracl would
society, far from anything we would want to call Jewish.

I therefore call upon this Assembly, first to reaffirm the rig

~Ff Tawe wharaver they live to participate in the great moral de
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lily growing, and so are our cumulative membership roles.
sure us, that the younger generation of American Jews
hemselves as Reform. We have become the guarantors of the

responsible enough to guarantee our own future. In fact, when
careful checkup, there are symptoms of strain and stress that

1 the financial realm, so we are informed by our congregational
directors, and by the long-range planning study prepared under
f Lenny Thal and our Chairman-nominee, Allan Goldman.

are hard-pressed, and new funds are difficult to come bv.
slanning is the cause, but more fundamentally,

eir fair share of the community’s resources. O

lling, and we should not be ashamed to assert

onsible for our children to be Jews? The synag

burdened, and short staffed synagogues! Who

committed generation two decades hence? Whe

ind the scholars for that generation? Who will

ional Jewish organizations a reservoir of Jews

their membership a score years hence? Who w

ntinuing corps of understanding Jews? The ans

nagogue — the synagogues and those camps ar

Il and outreach endeavors that they sustain.

and Ida Wilkoff Department of Synagogue Ma

and regional leadership in the hope that togeth

ng problem of synagogue finances. The goal he

st to curtail programs. In fact, to reduce the sc

ild be an incredibly short-sighted and unambitiCus xvopunon
would be like lumbermen who fell a whole forest and neglect

many of you are already aware that Myron Schoen, the
Management Commission, will retire after thiry years of loyal
ce. He has been a remarkably innovative leader who actually



Jewisn community .

The era of towering rabbinic leadership has passed. Now m
community to community every few years, much like nomads,
professors, fretting over job security, and finding themselves t
elements within their congregations.

Obviously my words do not apply to all synagogues. The fal
bbinic profession does not rest on one side aloi
and ill-fitted for the demands of their position,
and gentle.
crisis obtains. Nearly a hundred rabbinic positi
AHC is prepared to join our Conference and C
in a great effort of rabbinic recruitment.
y explore the possibility of developing a progra
Jur creative Conservative colleague, Harold Scl
ywronto, now nearly eight years ago, and in his
n a cadre of twenty men and women, who stud
y full years and then commit themselves to no |
:ongregation.

countless ways to help with rabbinic duties wit
wovide expertise and peer support, teach classe
they lead worship and preach and give Torah ¢
th and adding their own.

1> 1> nou just @ way temporarily to fill vacant rabbinic plac

This is Adult education at its finest, combining as it does both

I call on our Commission on Jewish Education together with
’ " 7 : CCAR to study and implement such a progra
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s we perceive and embrace Judaism as a serious religious
f living . . . an approach to the world that makes demands
ist add meaning to label and substance to form; we must
lity in Judaism, the life built upon the performance of
ng the modern notion of personal autonomy that we have
vord mitzva must become habitual in our lives, no longer
nor benefaction or our child’s 13th birthday. For as Leo

> open up the gates through which the floods of the Divine

ilready experienced a wondrous deepening of personal

e thank them, for their example impels our own gravitation
e. Let us now, at this crossroads, make a mov¢

1"’ from our isolation, across the moats of wea

urney into one another’s lives.

i, my heartfelt yearning to use my time at this |
Assembly to develop a feeling of at-oneness an
a sense of “‘genuine We-ness,”” a sense that w
* word . . . the intention of the human glance.”
ity: by sitting not only like this, in rows facing
*; by praying not only toward the east, towards
rds our expressive faces. There we can find the
iversity, in all of its uncanny oneness. And the
human beings,
re too far apart. We are spread across the land
all rushing together through the cosmos, and t
ds the sun, the appearance is that of separation
ot see each other’s faces except through the wa
political or even religious rhetoric.
mir zeinen do — and we know it, for we have jostled, we
th, felt our fingers graze. We have heard each others
’r . . . the silent weeping . . . And so we reach out to each
call out to God above, the God that is One, to join us

SRESISIRIRS | () ARSI 2 | 1. 1 . xr
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Our hope is the hope of lonely Abraham, who cries to G¢
about the threatened termination of his dreams. He is told to
“‘count the stars if you are able to count them, for so shall 3
Through his prayer, Abraham glimpses the future — and he
days struggling to maintain an unobstructed vision, a faith o:

: as his inheritors. We are here as the children
e same. To “‘go forth™ from our inadequacies
its subtle forms, the essential holiness that perr
her where others are isolated. To wear our Jud
Itiplies aour strength. And while other around 1
and teach, and re-learn and re-teach, that myst
in heart to the heavens and back again.
t the children of Abraham’s vision. And though
in the sky, we shall be as bright in our lumino
¢ year 2000 and for millenia beyond, look upoi
np to light my way. Here is a pathway through
rpose: a path that T ean wavel with others; a p
t is my path. It leads 1o my home."
children of Abraham, a man alone with his pra
| counted the stars,

- = «-= - children of Abraham, a people united in our p1

crossroads, and count — upon each other.



‘mbly to express the indebtedness of our religious community to
r., for his extraordinary record of accomplishment as Chairman
““His expectations were high, his demands always exacting.
stronger because of it.”’

e the National Federaion of Temple Sisterhoods on its 75th
> our “‘full and equal partner; an essential element of our well
community. Many of “‘our finest attainments,’” especially in the
sligious education were ‘‘nurtured’’ by Sisterhood.

embly and its delegates to express our collectiy
is convention to be:

ngregations and lay leaders for the graciousne
rengthening Reform Judaism throughout the lar
g the first of our many Camps for Living Juda
y and the members of our Biennial Program Cc
they feasted us. They responded fully to the fel

2, Richard Rhodes and Alan Bregman and theii
Arrangements Committee who did everything
and to have this convention run smoothly.

int, the Union’s Director of Regions, who sing
udinous details of this convention. He is an eff
lerful Jew.

it Committees and Commissions to develop edt

ess ethics for our schools and camps and progiauns i auun
“leration of social issues alone, or even Jewish communal
ffice for the need. We must make certain ‘‘that the alef-beit of
t neglected in our educative processes.

me in commending our Religious Action Center for 1ts twenty-

wdAancrne. (4 2 ] CHNERINIEG S DRSSO SORSR % (S . |



Russian, and to establish and provide services to a network of
USSR. “‘I profoundly believe that a liberal version of Judaism
spects of Jewish survival’’ in the Soviet Union, even as Refori
ing role’” in North America and throughout the world.

8. I ask vou to join me in congratulating ARZA on this its 10
substantial progress it has made by **planting 1
ir Religious Action center, by securing substant
racli Progressive movement, and by leading us,
nadian partner. to a “*smashing’’ victory in the

: formation of a movement-wide Committee, to
ill “‘mobilize attention and assistance'’ for our
ed industries to supplement farming, to provide

ly ask for your reaffirmation of the UAHC pos
ponsibility to participate in debate and dialogue
iel. We owe Israel the truth as we see it. ““We
or sanitize or stifle our views'' — or submit to

k this Assembly to reject the status quo in Judi

ly disasterous to Israel’s essential character anc

overnment relentlessly to pursue all avenues to
ternational participation — that will permit those direct negotiati
desire. *‘It is not enough to love peace or to wait for peace to ¢
ly seek peace, the peace that will give it its truest security.”’

11. T ask you to direct our Joint Commission on Synagogue M
problem of synagogue finances as its first priority. ‘‘The goal
revenue not to curtail programs. . . our claim for a greater sha
resources is compelling.



persistent critical problems of the contemporary Jewish family,
| work which requires continuance, I urge that the Task Force
e established as a standing committee of the UAHC.

C to join with the CCAR and the HUC-JIR in an aggressive
ruitment. ‘‘Too many of our congregations are without rabbis,”’
ached crisis proportions.
call on the Union and the Conference as well as the College-
lore the possibility of developing a program for the training of
is not just a way temporarily . . . to weather a crisis. This is
inest, combining as it does both learning and t

on our entire religious community to perceive :
eligious enterprise, a manner of living, an app
upon its adherents.”" 1 call on our Task Force
rged with our Joint Commission on Worship, 1
“*We must recapture the sense of totality in Ju
of migvot™® yel without at the same time **surr
onal autonomy that we have made our hallmarl
abitual in our lives.
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