
































































































































































I thank you for your warm introduction Alfred. You know, 
of course, that your affection is reciprocated with a full 
and grateful heart. 

Although I am a stranger to many of you, this congregation 
is no stranger to me. I have come here often in the course 
of my ministry, I have come to know many congregants, and 
many are now my close friends. 

Tradition enjoins us never to specify lest we exclude. So 
let me limit comments to those among you who presently serve 
on our national Board ... Jewel Poch, Bernie Isaacs and Alfred 
Miller. Bernie is a veteran, a wonderful human being, and as 
industrious a man as we have in our foremost leadership ranks. 
He is decent and devoted and he never refuses an obligation, 
however great its demands. He represents this congregation 
with honor. Jewel is new to our Board, but I am confident that 
she too will serve with distinction. 

As for Alfie Miller, well, he is Alfie, irrepressible in every 
way. If the truth be told, he did me dirt. One of the reasons 
I came here originally was to honor him and his lovely Marge 
next monday evening. Then, lo and behold, and without checking 
with me he turned the Monday function topsy turvy by deleting 
himself from the honors list and adding my name in his stead. 
Still, he deserves to be honored. He is one of the pillars of 
the Reform movement, here in Canada, and throughout the North 
American continent. 

You know what he has accomplished here ~•· his leadership of 
this congregation, his supervision of the rebuilding of this 
sanctuary after it was destroyed in a disastrous fire, · his 
single handed guidance in the construction of a neighboring 
synagogue, Rodef Sholom, his effectuation the merger between 
Temple Emanu-El and Beth Sholom and on and on through a long 
list of worthy deeds that are altogether admirable. 

On a national level he has served us in countless capacities 
and on virtually every level of our doing. In the realm of 
synagogue research, outreach, education, wherever there is 
a need he is there and what ever he undertakes to do, he 
does with all his heart and soul and might. He is the kind 
of lay leader we dream to have, fashioned in the image of 
Judaism's noblest ideals. 

Of course the best part of Alfie is his companion of life, 
his Marge. The fact that he gained and retained the love of 
a beautiful and gracious woman such as she provides ultimate 
proof that he can't be all bad. 



Why do I spend so much time praising Alfie and Marge and 
Bernie in a service dedicated to the installation of your 
new rabbi? Because lay leaders such as these reflect the 
kind of congregation he inherits now. This is a superb 
congregation, Leigh, the fulfillment of a rabbi's dream. 
Its congregants will respond to the best whenever the best 
is sought. You are fortunate to have been chosen their 
leader. 

On the other hand, you the congregants of Emanu-El ... Beth Sholom, 
ought to know that you are fortunate indeed in the choice of 
your rabbi. He is much admired in the rabbinate for those many 
qualities of mind and spirit he brings to his endeavors, his 
intelligence, his industry, his integrity, his ability to trans­
mit his ideals forcefully articulated in the written and the 
spoken word and in the manner of his life. His attainment in 
his former community in St. Paul earned him this kind of respect. 
He led his Temple faithfully, building it into that superb con­
gregation which it is. His work in the realm of outreach and 
religious action were noteworthy. 

Moreover, he became a widely recognized leader in the larger 
community, in St. Paul where he was involved in many institu­
tions of human care such as the United Way. He even became 
Campaign Chair of St. Paul's Combined Federation/United Jewish 
Appeal. So be forewarned, he will persuade you to support this 
Temple and in a manner in which it deserves. 

I was especially impressed, as you must have been, by the fact 
that he has already gained a measure of proficiency 1n French 
and that he is determined to master that language as soon as 
possible. This will enable· him to reach out to the larger com­
munity of Montreal, especially its Sephardic community, and 
will doubtless add to your congregation's strength, even as it 
will propel him into the foremost leadership circles of Montreal. 

In a word, we have a perfect shidduch here, a perfect match be­
tween rabbi and congregation. And all we need to do is offer 
the prayerful hope that the beautiful promise of this installa­
tion hour. will be fulfilled during the year and years ahead. 

Now, an installation service should not be devoted to words of 
praise alone, mere sentiment melts away, taught the rabbis, 
whilst a truth taught remains engraved upon the mind forever. 
On an occasion such as this, it is my task to charge the rabbi 
as well as the congregation with their common tasks, tasks which 
flow from the ideas and ideals which the synagogue enshrines. 



• 

The first of these ideals assuredly is the moral mandate. 
It is a foremost task of your rabbi to remind you of those 
values which the world makes us forget. Within these sacred 
walls we must always be confrunted • .. ,i th the ideal and summoned 
to measure ourselves against it. It doors must always be open 
wide, so that those who require sanctuary will feel free to 
enter. Its windows must never be shut so tight that humanity's 
weeping will go unheard. 

Our age needs such a reminder. It urgently requires the prod 
of religion's moral mandate. 

Consider only what we do with our world, how we take God's handi­
work and despoil it, the sweet air He gave us to breathe and 
the fresh water with which He blessed us, the fertile green 
which delights the eye. Instead of acknowledging and making 
proper use of all these gifts, we poison them, we tear apart 
the ozone, we carbonize the oxygen, we acidify the refreshing 
rain, as we plunge the world headlong into a nuclear saturnalia 
of burnt flesh and maimed bodies and torn limbs and the whole 
dark butchery without a soul. 

These are some of the many issues which must be raised in this 
sanctuary and issues of personal conduct as well, for witness 
the moral malaise that -afflicts our generation. Greed is its 
hallmark, and ideals are relegated to the realm of the subjec­
tive, the relative, and assigned but scant value. Yet consider 
the truer worth of these moral ideals: 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Add love to a house and you have a home. 

Add righteousness to a city and you have a community. 

Add truth to a pile of red brick and you have a school. 

Add art and imagination to a series of spires and arches 
and you have a cathedral. 

Add religion to the humblest of edifices and you have a 
sanctuary. 

Add justice to the far-flung round of human endeavor and 
then, and then only, do you have a civilization. 

And thus it is Leigh's task to make certain that this synagogue, 
as its second name Beth Sholom implies, will remain a moral 
force in our personal and communal lives. It must remind us 
of those values which the world makes us forget. For only if 
we emerge from this place as better human beings, as better 
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people, will our prayers have been answered. 

* * * 

There is a second great purpose for which this sanctuary 
was built. It was meant to be a communal home for the 
Jewish people, the source of our strength to live as Jews. 

This is a purpose the synagogue served throughout the ages. 
It was our home when we had no other home, our land when we 
were wanderers over the face of the earth. The synagogue 
enabled us to speak the proud language of our faith even 
while we were compelled to voice the babble of many peoples. 

Beaten down and crushed by tyrant's rage our fathers and 
mothers came into the synagogue, and straightened their 
backs and held their heads high, for within the sacred walls 
of the synagogue they felt free. There they felt themselves 
to be what indeed they were~ princes of God, proud scions of 
God's people. 

It is a purpose that the synagogue must continue to fulfill, 
for as we look at the not so distant horizons of Jewish life 
many a danger cloud can be perceived, and we will need the 
synagogue as a source of strength for our collective continu­
ity. 

Israel and the quest for her security will continue to pre­
occupy us. This has been a particularly painful year in this 
regard. 

Just before I left my apartment to fly here, Minister Arens 
phoned me to express his concerns. It is an embattled nation, 
our Israel, not always in the right to be sure, but fully 
deserving of our strength. 

But not just Israel, the security of Jews all over the world 
will continue to evoke our concern as American Jews. Auschwitz 
is only one generation behind us, but anti-Semitism is becoming 
respectable once again. Often it comes in the guise of an anti­
Zionism. More often now it bares its own ugly face of Jew-hatred. 
There have been too many incidents during the year just past, 
synagogues defaced, cemeteries desecrated, sacred scrolls pro­
faned. And their number is not decreasing. 

Aad so we will need the synagogue as a source of strength for 
our collective continuity. And Leigh Lerner must be a generating 
force in this effort. We must gird our loins to serve our brothers 
and sisters wherever they may be. 
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Wherever there is a Jewish community which is embattled, our 
help must be forthcoming. Wherever. there is a single Jew in 
danger, in whatever country or· continent or the remotest corner 
of our far flung world, there will we find him. There will we 
reach out to him, offering our hands, our hearts, our life. 
Never more will it be said: that we had eyes but did not see, 
that we had ears but did not hear, that we had mouths, but that 
we failed to speak. 

Finally, surely most important, the name Emanu-El implies Leigh 
must find a way to help you find your way to God, to awaken the 
sacred within you. • 

Those whose approach to religion is primarily intellectual may 
well disagree, but there is no Judaism where there is not also 
the numenous, a consciousness of the holy. Our faith demands 
kavanah leading to devekus, a sense of reverence which flames 
into a cleaving, into a commitment, into a full-hearted response 
to the divine command. Yea, even as that of Abraham when he 
ascended Moriah, or that of Moses when he saw his vision of the 
burning bush, or that of Israel's children when they stood 
'round Sinai and having seen the lightening and heard the 
thunder and the voice of God as did their teacher Moses, they 
proclaimed: hayom hazeh ra-eenu kee elohim yedaber im adam, 
"We see this day that God reveals Hims~lf to man." 

Come now, you will say, you are a Reform rabbi. Do you really 
believe all this? Do you really believe that God revealed Him­
self to Moses, that the children of Israel really heard His 
voice? Why that is believing in miracles, in supernatural events, 
which we moderns cannot possibly accept. And yet, my friends, 
it does not matter does it, whether we read this text in its 
literal sense or merely as an interpretive account, for in either 
case the essential truth remains the same, Our forbears had a 
direct experience of God. 

Whatever is was that really happened, they knew for certain that 
God revealed Himself to them. They knew it with a knowledge of 
the heart, a knowledge greater than the knowledge of the mind, 
transcending logic or reason or the testimony of witnesses. 
They knew it as the artist knows beauty though he cannot see it. 
They sensed it as men and women sense love though they cannot 
touch the love with their fingers and yet their lives are com­
pletely transformed by such a love. 

Oh, how empty, how shallow our own faith often is compared to 
theirs! To be sure now, we have our synagogues and we attend 
them sporadically. We cherish the principles of our faith and 
pray the world to keep them. We recognize those ties which 
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bind us to the world community of our people, and we support 
our fellow Jews wherever they may be. Why we even believe 
in God, some of us do, in an intellectual sort of way, and 
so we call ourselves Jews. But something is missing, my friends, 
something which makes the difference between cold, conventional 
religion and its vital transforming reality. That something 
our forbearers discovered, and we, we need to discover it too. 

We need to desperately, for while routine religion suffices to 
sustain our lighter hours, once life runs out into the depths 
why, then, we need a different faith. When death takes those 
we love, when our children slip through our arms, when dread 
disease makes waste our strength, when we think or even say: 
now I have reached the bottom of the morass, now I can sink no 
deeper, and yet we sink deeper. Why, then, we need a deeper 
faith. Then we need the kind of faith that led the Psalmist 
to exclaim: 

gami ~ elech begey tsalmoves lo iro ro ki ato imodi 
"Yea, thou I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou, Thou are 
with me." 

These, then, are your three tasks Leigh. May you find the 
wisdom and the strength to fulfill them. 

BLESSING 
(Adapted from 1989 Ordination Service) 

We call on God to bless you, as our teachers once blessed us, 
and their teachers once blessed them; for you and we and 
they are linked in an unbroken chain form Sinai until now. 
Know then with what love we charge you: to go forth into the 
world, to sing the Jewish song of centuries, and to tell the 
endless tale of an endless people called to service. 

Love the people whom you meet no less then you love God, for 
every single soul reflects the glory of its Maker, and every 
man and woman may be someone you can touch, with the healing 
hand of wisdom, or an aged prophetic echo of our past. Build 
a life that is a mirror in which others see reflected the will 
to reach heaven, and be what God intended. 

Go into the world, then, and raise up students in Torah, God's 
blueprint for creation, that some day you may know the joy 
that we do, as we give you our blessing~ 
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I thank you for your warm introduction Alfred. You know, 
of course, that your affection is reciprocated with a full 
and grateful heart. 

Although I am a s tra nger to many of you, this congregation 
is no stranger t o me . I have come here often in the course 
of my ministry, I h ve come to know many congregants, and 
many are now my clos e friends. 

Tradition enjoins u s never to specify lest we exclude. So 
let me limit commen t s to those among you who presently serve 
on our n a tional Board ... Jewel Po(h, Bernie Isaacs and Alfred -
Miller. Bernie is a veteran, a wonderful human being ,_lfji.'J as 
industrious a man a s we have in our foremost leadershi? ranks. 
He is decent and d e voted and he never refuses an obligation, 
however great its de mands. He represents this congregation 
with honor. Jew~l i s new to our Board,/ut I am confident that­
she too will serve with distinction. 

As for Alfie Mille r, well, he is Alfie, irrepressible in every 
way. If the t r u t h be told, he did me dirt. One of the reasons 
I came her e original ly was to honor him and his lovely Marge 
next monda y eveni ng . Then, lo and behold, and without checking 
with me *turned the Monday function topsy turvy by deleting 
himself ar,,,the hono rs list and adding my name in his stead. ---­
Still, h eserv~s t o be honored. He is one of the pillars of 
the Reform movement, he re in Canada, and throughout the North 
American continent . 

You know what he h as accomplished here ... his leadership of 
this congregation,# his supervision ?f the rebuilding of this -­
sanctuary after it was destroyed in 'ii disastrous fire, '11 his -
single handed gu idance in the construction of a neighboring 
synagogue, Rodef Sh a lom,/Lhis effectuation the merger between­
Temple Emanu-El a nd Beth.FShalom and on and on through a long 
list of worthy deed s that are altogether admirable. 

On a national leve l he has served us in countless capacities 
and on virtually e ve ry level of our doing. In the realm of 
synagogue research, outreach, education,,wherever there is 
a need he is there a nd what ever he undertakes to do, he 
does with all his h e art and soul and might. He is the kind 
of lay l e ader we dre am to have, fashioned in the image of 
Judaism' s noblest i deals. 

Of course the bes t p art of Alfie is his companion of life, 
his Marge . The f a c t that he gained and retained the love of 
a beautiful and gracious woman such as she provides ultimate 
proof tha t he can't be all bad. 



Why do I spend so much time praising Alfie and Marge and 
Bernie in a service dedicated to the installation of your 
new rabbi? Because lay leaders such as these reflect the 
kind of congregation he inherits now. This is a superb 
congregation, Leigh, the fulfillment of a rabbi's dream. 
Its congregants will respond to the best whenever the best 
is sought. You are fortunate to have been chosen their 
leader. ·~~ ~ 

On the other hand, youlmanu-El-Beth Shaf6m, ought to know 
that you are fortunate indeed in the choice of your rabbi. 
He is much admired in the rabbinate for those many qualities 
of mind and spirit he brings to his endeavors, his intelli­
gence, his industry, his integrity, his ability to transmit 
his ideals forcefully articulated in the written and the 
spoken word and in the manner of his life. His attainment 
in his former community in St. Paul earned him this kind of 
respect. He led his Temple faithfully, building it into that 
superb congregation which it is. His work in the realm of out­
reach and religious action were noteworty. 

Moreover, he became a widely recognized leader in the larger 
community, in St. Paul, where he was involved in many institu­
tions of human care such as the United Way. He even became 
Campaign Chair of St. Pau~ Qombined Federation/United Jewish _ 
Appeal. So be forewarned,-tMhe will persuade you to support '<::.­
this Temple materially and in a manner in which it deserves. 

I was especially impressed, ap you must have been, by the fact 
that he has already gained a measure of proficiency in French 
and that he is determined to master that language as soon as 
possible. This will enable him to reach out to the larger com­
munity of Montreal, especially its Sephardic community, and 
will doubtless add to your congregation's strenqth, even as it 
will propel him, into the foremost leadership circle~ of Mon-~ 
treal. 

In a word, we have a perfect shidduch here,\µa perfect match 
between rabbi and congregation. And all we need to do is offer 
the prayerful hope that the beautiful promise of this ~~talla­
tion hour will be fulfilled during the year and yearsy-ahead. 

Now, an installation service should not be devoted to words of 
praise alone,{J/mere sentiment melts away, taught the rabbis, 
whiltst a truth tatlght re~ain~ e~graved upon the mind forever= 
On a~ occasion such as this, it is my task to charge the rabbi 
as well as the congregation with their common tasks, tasks which 
flow from the ideas and ideals which the synagogue enshrines. 
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The first of these ideals assuredly is the moral mandate. 
It is a foremost task of your rabbi to remind you of those 
values which the world makes us forget. Within these sacred 
walls we must always be confronted 'fli th the ideal and summoned 
to measure ourselves against it. It doors must always be open 
wide, so that those who require sanctuary will feel free to 
enter. Its windows must never be shut so tight that humanity's 
weeping will go unheard. 

Our age needs such a reminder. 
of religion's moral mandate. 

It urgently requires the prod 

Consider only what we do with our world ,i how we take God's handi- -
work and despoil it, the sweet air He gave us to breathe and 
the fresh water with which He blessed us, the fertile green 
which delights the eye. Instead of acknowledging and making 
proper use of all these gifts, we poison them, we tear apart 
the ozone, we carbonize the oxygen, we acidify the refreshing 
rain, as we plunge the world headlong into a nuclear saturnalia 
of burnt flesh and maimed bodies and torn limbs and the whole 
dark butchery without a soul. 

These are some of the many issues which must be raised in this 
sanctuary and issues of personal conduct as well, for witness 
the moral malaise that afflicts our generation. Greed is its 
hallmark, and ideals are relegated to the realm of the subjec­
tive, the relative, and assigned but scant value. Yet consider 
the truer worth of these moral ideals: 

* Add love to a house and you have a home 6 

* Add righteousness to a city and you have a community. 

* Add truth to a pile of red brick and you have a school. 

* Add art and imagination to a series of spires and arches 
and you have a cathedral. 

* Add religion to the humblest of edifices and you have a 
sanctuary. 

* Add justice to the far-flung round of human endeavor and 
then, and then only, do you have a civilization. 

And thus it is Leigh's task to make certain that this synagogue) 
as its second name Beth Shalom implies, will remain a moral 
force in our personal and communal lives. It must remind us 
of those values which the world makes us forget. For only if 
we emerge from this place as better human beings, as better 
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people, will our prayers have been answered. 

* * * 

There is a second great purpose for which this sanctuary 
was built. It was meant to be a communal home for the 
Jewish people, the source of our strength to live as Jews. 

This is a purpose the synagogue served throughout the ages. 
It was our home when we had no other home, our land when we 
were wanderers over the face of the earth. The synagogue 
enabled us to speak the proud language of our faith even 
while we were compelled to voice the babble of many peoples. 

Beaten down and crushed by tyrant's rage our fathers and 
mothers came into the synagogue, and straightened their 
backs and held their heads high, for within the sacred walls 
of the synagogue they felt free. There they felt themselves 
to be what indeed they were: princes of God, proud scions of 
God's people. 

It is a purpose that the synagogue must continue to fulfill, 
for as we look at the not so distant horizons of Jewish life 
many a danger cloud can be perceived, and we will need the 
synagogue a s a source of strength for our collective continu­
ity. 

Israel and the que s t for her security will continue to pre~ 
occupy us. Thi s has been a particularly painful year in this 
regard. 

Just before I le f t my apartment to fly here, Minister Arens 
phoned me to express his concerns. It is an embattled nation, 
our Israel, 1,1: not always in the right to be sure, but fully -­
deserving of our strength. 

But not just Israel, the security of Jews all over the world 
will continue to evoke our concern as American Jews. Auschwitz 
is only one ge neration behind us, but anti-Semitism is becoming 
respectable once again. Often IJtD comes in the guise of an anti- -
Zionism. More often now it bares its own ugly face of Jew-hatred. 
There have been too many incidents during the year just past) 
synagogues defaced, cemet~ies desecrated, sacred scrolls pro-_.._ 
faned. And the ir number is not decreasing. 

And so we will need the synagogue as a source of strength for 
our collective continuity. And Leigh Lerner must be a generating 
force in this effort. We must gird our loins to serve our brothers 
and sisters wherever they may be. 
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Wherever there is a Jewish community which is embattled, our 
help must be forthcoming. Wherever there is a single Jew in 
danger, in whatever country or continent or the remotest corner 
of our far flung world, there will we find him. There will we 
reach out to him, offering our hands, our hearts, our life. 
Never more will it be said: that we had eyes but°"did not see, 
that we had ears but did not hear, that we had mouths, but that 
we failed to speak. 

Finally, surely most important, the name Emanu-El implies Leigh 
must find a way to help you find your way to God, to awaken the 
sacred wi thin you. 

Those whose approach to religion is primarily intellectual may 
well disag r ee , but there is no Judaism where there is not also -
the numt_nous, a consciousness of the holy. Our faith demands 
kavanah leading to devekus, a sense of reverence which flames 
into a cleaving, into a commitment, into a full-hearted response 
to the di vine command. Yea, even as that of Abraham when he 
ascended Moriah, or that of Moses when he saw his vision of the 
burning bush, or that of Israel's children when they stood 
'round Sinai and having seen the lightening and heard the 
thunder and the voice of God as did their teacher Moses, they 
proclaimed: hayom hazeh ra-eenu kee elohim yedaber im adam, 
"We see this day that God reveals-,fimself to man." -
Come now, you will say, you are a Reform rabbi. Do you really 
believe all this? Do you really believe that God revealed Him­
self to Moses, that the child~en of Israel really heard His 
voice? Why that is believing in miracles, in supernatural events, 
which we moderns cannot possibly accept. And yet, my friends, 
it does not matter does it, whether we read this text in its 
literal sense or merely as an interpretive account, for in either 
case the essential truth remains the same. Our forbears had a 
direct experience of God. 

Whatever is was that really happened, they knew for certain that 
God revealed Himself to them. They knew it with a knowledge of 
the heart, a knowledge greater than the knowledge of the mind, 
transcending logic or reason or the testimony of witnesses. 
They knew it as the artist knowibeauty though he cannot see it.--­
They sensed it as men and women sense love though they cannot 
touch the love with their fingers and yet their lives are com­
pletely transformed by such a love. 

Oh, how empty, how shallow our own faith often is compared to 
theirs! To be sure now, we have our synagogues and we attend 
them sporadically. We cherish the principles of our faith and 
pray the world to keep them. We recognize those ties which 
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bind us to the world community of our people, and we support 
our fellow Jews wherever they may be. Why we even believe 
in God, some of us do, in an intellectual sort of way, and 
so we call ourselves Jews. But something is missing, my friends, 
something which makes the difference between cold, conventional 
religion and its vital transforminq reality. That something 
our forbearers discovered, and we, we need to discover it too. 

We need to desperately, for while routine religion suffices to 
sustain our lighter hours, once life runs out into the depths 
why, then, we need a different faith. When death takes those 
we love, when our children slip through our arms, when dread 
disease makes waste our strength, when we think or even say: 
now I have reached the bottom of the morass, now I can sink no 
deeper, and yet we sink deeper. Why, then)we need a deeper --­
faith. Then we need the kind of faith that led the Psalmist 
to exclaim: 

gami ki elech begey tsalmoves lo iro ~o k~ ato imodi 
"Yea, thou I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death , I will fear no evil, for Thou, Thou are 
with me." 

These, then, are your three tasks Leigh. May you find the 
wisdom and the strength to fulfill them, 

BLESSING 
(Adapted from 1989' Ordination Service) 

We call on God to bless you, as our teachers once blessed us, 
and their teachers once blessed them; for you and we and 
they are linked in an unbroken chain form Sinai until now. 
Know then with what love we charge you: to go forth into the 
world, to sing the Jewish song of centuries, and to tell the 
endless tale of an endless people called to service. 

Love the people whom you meet no less then you love God, for 
every single soul reflects the glory of its Maker, and every 
man and woman may be someone you can touch, with the healing 
hand of wisdom, or an aged prophetic echo of our past. Build 
a life that is a mirror in which others see reflected the will 
to reach heaven, and be what God intended. 

Go into the world, then,and raise up students in Torah, God's 
blueprint for creation, that some day you may know the joy 
that we do, as we give you our blessing. 

-




