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Allan himself deserves much credit for what he is: a highly capable Ch:
challenges facing him were formidable. He was the youngest in our history
He was the first from the Far West, requiring that distance and time zones |
effective control. Moreover his predecessors had set the highest possible st
of them for a moment, if you will; their names are still honored in out midst

hew Ross - - giants of the spirit all.

thallenges well. He brings rich talents to his endeavor:
ability 1o articulate his thoughts precisely and, this abx
rement forward, never o allow it o drift. He deserves

25, also, to Dolores Wilkenfeld and Ellie Schwartz, le;
Sisterhoods, whose delegates have come here, in joint
nial gathering. Dolores now completes her final years
:rves o be commended for her manifold contributions
ic women of Reform Judaism with dignity and streng

ipress our deep felt gratitude 1o the many men and wo
tiee for everything they have done and will yetdo o n
. We are here in unprecedented number — the largest /
e. The energetic and effective chairlady Betty Zivitz, :
ector, was able to assemble a veritable army of voluni
nearty two years now for our coming. And we do appreciate their many dee

Like thanks must go to our National Convention Committee under Iris F
Levy, and especially to Arthur Grant, who coordinated the multitudinous de
venture. The fruitage of all their labor is rich, indeed. This bodes well to be
stimulating in content and setting alike.

Let me also, in this context, publicly acknowledge my indebtedness to ]
associate, who has served our Union with devotion for many decades now.
function without her.



“ harsh labor with mortar and bricks and with all sorts of tasks in the
rms of commerce yielded the kind of cosmopolitanism that could enable
ple to grow through historical misfortune and ruin to renew its stature in

involved in that growth. New Orleans was home to Judah Touro, Amer-

of his day, from whose bequest was founded Touro infirmary, which grew

New Orleans, one of the South’s outstanding health care institutions. More
1butions to New Orleans can be seen in Tulane University, Audubon Park
ledicated Woldenberg Riverfront Park.

1as proved to be a secure home for three Reform Temples, each over one
ity, a Jew has owned a church; a rabbi once left servik 7

and a native who was cousin twice removed of Heinr

New Orleans might even have a Jewish Mayor soon,

( he successfully ran for the presidency of NFTY. Ye:

the reconstituted people of the Covenant, at home in |

| contribution to that process of renewal in the South, (
1 continuing unto this day. One text proof of that com
ne of Mickey Leland among those for whom we said
atively engaged the American Jewish community and
ongressman was closely associated with our Religiou:
1sters whom he sent on an African-Israel experience y
an, as their base. He was deeply committed to the sect
il concern for the Black Jews of Ethiopia. Indeed, the
:least in part, to advance their well-being. It is fitting
ose others whom we deeply mourmn, especially those v
irl Morse, past Chairman of our Board, a proud Jew, a
~tte Daum of our Executive Staff, who guided our interfaith activities with

nory by continuing to pursue our own missions of Jewish continuity and

t engulfed the world in



It was only “after the flood,” so we read in an earlier midrash,

“when Noah opened the ark and looked out and saw that the earth was (
gardens uprooted, corpses visible everywhere...no grass, no vegetation. ..t
then did he cry out in pain and sorrow...(only then)did he understand that t
thanaht anlv of himealf angd his household, while all else perished by fire an

1 erect an altar unto God, to make sacrifices of atonem
er again to destroy the earih; and set a bow in the sky
arth,

iis itself takes a dramatic shift, following the story of 1
L launches its narrative over God's rainbow and finds
argue with his God over the destruction of Sodom and
1a new religion, to bring forth a new people, to establ

\eform Jews in 1989, is to develop our faith to exceed
i 1o cross over from flood to renewal, to realize that it
1 know, with a certainty and out of the fullness of our
. and not its ending, and that there is a future before u

Our Celebration
LU AR Centennial, NFTY at Fifty, Outreach :

Like Noah we have marked the holy place of our disembarkation, America, |
here: an institutional life that enables our creative best to rise up in unified |
Central Conference of American Rabbis, now in its centennial year. What 2
awesome, the most momentous in Jewish life since the churban of the Secc
transplanted and dismantled. We have been destroyed and reborn.

It was the Reform rabbinate — prodded by Stephen S. Wise and Abba H
in transforming Zionism from a historical footnote into a stirring chronicle

It was the Reform rabbinate. as institutionalized bv Isaac Maver Wise._ t



Nate anda 1S prouigious COLCCUVE JEWISIL SCHUIALSIIP LHdL AUPL Ud ad a
hat permitted us to adjust to the changes of Jewish life only within the
-adition. And then they reinforced this ideological nexus by goading
retain their sense of Jewish peoplehood.

.eform rabbis did and do for us, not collectively, but individually, each in
> bound to them by tears of sorrow and joy alike. They “carry our burdens,”

ntion on this anniversary is the Reform rabbinate’s contribution to the
»n is not only a lay body. It is a congregational body in which all Temple
roice. Most of our programmatic task forces and commissions are joint
¢ Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion too, and our affiliates
ucation, Religious Living, Outreach and many more 7

the creative endeavors of the rabbinate. Such unity is
n American Judaism, and likely is the true source of ¢

‘onference and its leadership, Sam Karff and Joe Glas
alk, the lay and professional heads of our seminary, o
f rabbinic preparation rests. Let all rabbis assembled b
you so richly deserve.

wred by another massive stone in our institutional alta
uth, NFTY was founded during the last week in Dece
1 most creative affiliate. Tens of thousands of our you
their lives were transformed by the experience.

:ontinent of ours I find NFTY alumni. They are our rabbis and cantors and
rs. They are the lay leaders of our congregations, and their most devoted
hey speak of their NFTY years, a dreamlike, wistful gleam illuminates their
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Rabbi Allan Smith leads our national youth program directing a staff ¢
number, and he does so exceedingly well. But even he will agree, that wh
this half-century of maturation, two must be singled out for special mentic
National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, the women of Reform Judais!
its verv beginninegs.

abbi, Samuel Cook, creative genius, master-builder, e
pirit. His own singular soul became and will remain th
llie Schwartz, Sam’s long time associate during NFT?
st soup - - SOFTY and CAFTY and NEFTY and PA
emark. That's good cooking, Cajun style!

ve cannot, dare not rest on our laurels. If anything, the
ex. The family patterns of today’s youth are more div
any rate, soon there will be many more young people
are growing up fast.

1en, for renewed attention to youth work on a congreg
g people at an even earlier age, by developing a netwq
m 1o a later age, while they are on campus. Innovative
s5¢ who stand at the periphery of our work and remair

I: there is a need for role models, for rabbis and canton
Lulnnucu 1ay cauet§ willing o spend quality time with our young people,
their conclaves and conventions and camps, determined to amplify the heai
heritage loud enough to let it be heard above the noisy rhythms of modern |
daughters prophesy,” even as we, of the older generation, will go on dream

Our institutional altar is incomplete, as is our acknowledgment of anniver
Outreach program now in its tenth year. If there is a single innovation in [
for which I would like to be remembered, it is this! It is an innovation thal



14ds pens Wil WNICn 10ran SCrolls, 1eriin and Miezuzol are wrillen.” Y es,
d, we are creating Torahs and mezuzot. By being responsive and not
fears into inspiriting hope.

otion might have been it would have died aborning had not others seized it

task of its implementation. Many deserve credit for the success of this

, educators, administrators, numerous members of our congregations and

sent chairman of the Outreach Commission, Mel Merians, belongs to this

oes David Belin who preceeded him in office. So does Bernie Rapoport,
itial means, no less than $1, 000, 000, to launch this effort.

f stands at the center of it all. She is the prime mover of our labors in this
ralike, so much so that the words Kukoff and Outreach have hecome
1 you think of the one, the other spontaneously spring:

sccomplished in but a decade.

vere revised to represent Judaism as an emotional and

imulated to integrate Jews-by-choice more effectively
solation and alienation that is spurred by the absence

i were designed and refined to reach unaffiliated inter

ouples are are now the focus of our concern. Imaginal
I, as you will hear,

rriculum was constructed to sharpen the sensitivity of
:wish relatives.

me other boon — not anticipated at first. It has compelled us to look at
born Jews some very fundamental questions: Who are we...what do we
: know and feel and do when we claim the name Jew? And once we

an inner transformation takes place.
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Stepping Stones has been a spectacularly successful experiment. Each
the parents who enroll their children do affiliate; there are virtually no drc
of the non-Jewish partners ensued; and every family felt closer to and mor
community. It is a program that bears emulating, and I call on our congre;
hope, indeed I am confident, that they will.

stablish a special endowment fund for this and like pu
rations cannot be found to do so, to provide campersh
{ere o we have an angel waiting in the wings. Our n
115 lovely wife Lotte have determined to restructure th
two million dollars available for such a fund. The chil
. be allowed 1o fall through our community’s cracks; U
f.

; about a problem of narrow scope, now; vast number
s in the 1980s has reached forty percent, with less tha
r 500, 000 - yes more than one half million children —
ir 2000, over fifty percent of children in Jewish religic
of the parents was not born Jewish. Fifty percent of w
to intermarry, and the trend shows no sign of abatemy
im remains limited, 1o often the rule is non-affiliation

Insurniciency ot taith is the problem: but it is not the insufficiency of fa
which I speak. Rather it is the Jewish community’s faith that is insufficient
sively, like Noah, before the statistical flood. It is our pioneering Outreach
faith, faith in the power of Judaism to attract followers, to slake their hunge
for the dew of heaven. In the Talmud we are taught that Israel was “exilec
that converts be added to them.” (Pesachim 87b)And in our Haftarah of th
Isaiah assures us that our labors will not be in vain:*..Incline your ear and
you shall be revived...goy lo teida tikra...reach out to those people you d
that did not know you shall run to embrace you.”

Raoanhina nnt tn tha TTnaffilintad



to say that a lack of synagogue affiliation indicates an utter lack of Jewish
other pathways of identification open to American Jews: philanthropic,
al, focusing extensively, though not exclusively on Israel. But the fact
iliated Jews are Jewishly more involved. They visit Israel more often,
> to other Jewish organizations; they give more to Jewish causes, insist on a
their children; and, of course, they are more likely to participate in commu-
:rvances. Ultimately, the pathways of Jewish identification must lead to a

vs can meet and form community. That center, more than ever, is the syna-

ionding o this problem, the Conference and the Union joined to organize a
Unaffiliated, for the ime being to operate under the g

rk shows sufficient progress, it will stand on its own.

Force, and she recently pointed out that membership |

s our primary challenge. Unbeknownst to its architect

loors: fully eighty-five to ninety percent of all Jews o

some time in their adult lives, passing in and passing 1

d must therefore begin with inreach to our own sanciu

s present themselves to achieve this enlargement:

gogues might provide day care services. Because they
swish parents place their children in non-Jewish cenie
t temples fill this critical need. What a potential to bri
dow of opportunity” for Jewish family education!

eir adult education classes to the entire communily. M
worship, yet engage in study, who are willing to glear
ol perceive the study of Judaism’s classics as a means

:ndid idea to retain NFT'Y alumni. “Why not give them special privilege

em free membership in any UAHC congregation the world over, while they
raduate work.” The concept is not without its problems, but once overcome,
deed.
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Perhaps most important of all, we must continue to adjust our temple:
entire ambience, to reflect the newer realities of Jewish family life: of div:
coupling without marriage, and their like. Too much of what we do still a

family structure — mother, father, and child — which has become the mino;
world of tadav

ic of the means our new task force in concert with our
ing in these efforts, willing to err, o stumble, o make
re lovely is an ugly patch than a beautiful hole.” Patct
¢ holes lead only to emptiness.

d ghetio fighter Abba Kovner, of blessed memory, fir:
e and everything, he said, until someone asked him:
nth."Kovner immediately joined the worshippers and
. when he conceived his idea of the Diaspora Museum
fith wax figures representative of various Jewish comi
ired ten figures because, explained Kovner, he wanted
1o him:"Come join us, come and be counted, we cann
hese are the words we must inscribe on the door post

Spirit Conveyed by Means of Art

Let all of us be assured that resolutions passed at these Assemblies do not g
another they are acted upon and have an impact on the evolvement of our 1

I could demonstrate this to you in countless ways, by setting forth the
activities, the many-varied colors of this wondrous rainbow that is our Un

I could tell you about the National Kallah on Spirituality held at Brow
summer which engaged one hundred and twenty seven men and women o
and study.

I could tell you about how our Corps of Service, mandatcd by our Los

s o L TR B PR PSP IDADNL. "SR I N R N S L R .
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ses, read from the Torah write a sermon, conduct various life-cycle rites.
e eager fifteen have now determined to make the rabbinate their life career
ion to HUC- JIR!

just mentioned were actuated by Danny Syme whose faithful stewardship
ays. He brings to us a combination of creativity and energy which en-
vork.

umission on Jewish Music, called into being at our Los Angeles Assembly,

ictive. Ably chaired by Jack Geller and directed by Danny Freelander it has
musical literacy of our congregations. As you know, the Commission is
tiennial with its wonderful Friday evening program, as well as five work-
the course of our gathering,

il, in fact, that I ask the Commission to expand its pur
i well: drama, dance, sculpture, architecture, even pail
i¢ heavens above that open but to the voice of song.™]
They too can serve to deepen our sense of the sacred, |

rr present-day reluctance to believe in God is due to th
t confronts us: that God, though totally other and unk:
10u canst not see My face,” so Moses is told atop Sing
te all my goodness pass before thee.”

n through its traces; invisible, and yet real. The paradc

ind, we are creatures in bondage to our eyes. Only se:
. But the invisible world has a reality all its own, and i
ce of the world that is seen,

> invisible, if you will.

r are impalpable. Thoughts are free...no one can seize them. Yet ideas can
wwer to transform our lives. Ideals too are of such a kind. They are intan-
t them?Take truth from a school and you reduce it to a rubble of red
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Including Gay and Lesbian Jew:

Yes, our resolutions express our resolve to act. There is one realm, howt
torm e S, but our actions considerably less so. 1 speak now of
ptance in our midst,

se a subject which will make many here feel uncomfi
Our discomfort is a measure of our continuing prejud
ree, for in thinking about what I would say on this sul
15 of my own being, demons I never acknowledged wi
! past declarations urging the contrary, the singling ou
ellation as a loathsome affliction remains a widespre:

er fifteen years ago, we admitted the first synagogue -
e UAHC, and we have added three since, Gay men an
:Ives alicnated from Judaism have joined these congre
tment to our religious community. But in most mainsi
1brace to include gay and lesbian Jews. We have not
iynagogues. We have not dispelled the myth of the “ci
t who would fashion children in his or her sexual imay
1y and lesbian parents as part of the Jewish family cir

To be sure, many of us feel pity for gays and lesbians, and we agree, i
grievous wrong to stigmatize them, to ostracize them, to hold them in mo
more than a grasp of the mind is required; there is a need for a grasp of th
from pity is called for; we need, as a community, to cross those boundar
boundries where compassion gives way to identification.

Indeed, we have not affirmed that we all are family. We speak of “th
men and women were descended from a distant planet. If those who hav
correct, one half million of our fellow Jews, no less than one hundred tt
They are our fellow congregants, our friends and committee members ar
professional and lay. Whether we know it or not, whether we acknowled

onr cictere and hrathare Anr danahtare and Ane cnna
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lvancing knowledge enlarges our understanding. There was a time — so

1structed us —when deaf-mutes were considered mentally incompetent,

0 participate in the religious life. But no less an authority than Maimo-

i restriction when deaf-mutes give evidence of a capacity to learn; he

led by the Talmudic sages themselves. Similarly, the Bible enjoins us to

:m. Like AIDS patients today, they were not only shunned but told that

sinned. Yet few indeed are the poskim, the Halachic decisors, of today

:al ostracism of lepers. Then why are we, and especially we Reform Jews,
alachic despisals of homosexuality in order to reflect equally our newer

1as many strands; seen singly, they do not reveal the whole: the taneatrv
rous fullness. There is one text, but there are others, a
vhich is never fixed but ever in flux. Yes, there is the
nen of Sodom; but there is also the loving God who e1
serishes."Our Torah has many faces, but the most autt

&, through its Committee on Homosexuality, which hi
he Union 1o embark on a “movement-wide program o
support its summons to do so, hence my commentary
ue and education in regard to sensitive issues, But edy
‘e must be a policy enunciated by which the many gay
al they arc accepted on terms of visibility, not invisibi
limits on their communal or spiritual aspirations.

ng to make the Reform Jewish community a home: a
ends; a place that leaves it to God to validate relation
ips be worthy in His eyes; a place where we can searc
yrah of life, to find those affirmations for which we yew ..

cerning Substance Abuse, and Abortion

hun mattarc whinrh raallv antar Al VAarcnan’c Aamain and wwia anmarhs



glass in self-denial.

The resolution on substance abuse that has been put before you at tt
acknowledgment of our problem, though much more needs be done to

I also call on our Task Force on Youth Suicide to lead our efforts in .
“ooeot v purview, After all, so many of the self-inflicted death
s causes of suicide and substance abuse are akin; a loa
aur task force will provide our young people with life-

leath-defying thrills of narcotics and alcohol.

a few words concemning the Bush administration's str
sident’s insisience on tackling America’s drug probler
nnot be curbed solely or even primarily by cops, judg
y substitute for a responsible social and economic anal
1s of the public toward drug users, and indeed toward
ave been disemboweled by crack addiction, can only

2 subject of reproductive rights for women, Our past n
15t. For decades now we called for freedom of choice,
tinuously since then to oppose the constant effort to restrict, endanger or

I found only one problem in reviewing our past resolutions: the last,
Roe v. Wade decision, sang hymns of praise for the Supreme Court and

Perhaps we need a new resolution to reflect our reservations concen
majority opinions of the Supreme Court. Not for a generation has there
as debilitating and morally hypocritical as the week before Independenc
majority of the justices in one breath declared minors and mental incom
for capital punishment, and in another breath lowered the curtain of prir
pregnant woman so that state legislatures could take a pot-shot at her. S
action programs were gutted, and the wall of church-state separation ba

P IR e | [Tty e =it S



this crusade and to galvanize the forces required for a state by state cam-
: won. Recent events in Florida and Washington, may well signal a

Toward Peace in the Middle East

[, and the process toward peace in the Middle East. It is a process that has
threatens to collapse like an old swaying bridge in a hurricane.

licago gathering, we declared the status quo in the West Bank and in Gaza
ing had to give. Two months later the intifada began.

nonths I have consistently held to the view that the ef
¥ serve o deepen mutual hatreds and fears. And I sup
ven as [ resisied any atlempt, whatever its source, 1o i

rustrated. The counsel of timidity prevailed. And the |
) further the rebellion, and in the effort to repress it.A)
of the Israelis. The corrupting sense of it all being a tr
he vestiges of good will.

hip nor the Isracli government has really said “yes” o
, in their apparent inability to move forward, reveal da
gers of his party, the PLO to younger, more reckless |

ssianic fundamentalists - - the Muslim Hammas mow
e most dangerous forces, for as Shulamit Aloni recent
¢ name of God and hear voices do not compromise. F
God of the Muslims has more soldiers than the God ©

r statesmanship, for a leaders with vision. Opportunities for peace are no
war, and they require a similar response of strength and courage.

t on Israel’s side. Two years ago the price of peace was not nearly so
as still alive then, while Arafat was slogging in a diplomatic trough rather

Anw: T thna Alicn Ahaman FAavw mnannn in allawead ¢4 ;vans lvs amnie ek
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t;anaticism and wickedness. .. Only the thousands of dead will get nothing
perhaps the spit of those who have died will be on all our faces when the
peace that will extend from Baghdad to Khartoum and from Beit Alpha tc

New Hope for Russian Jews

§ will concem the state of Soviel Jewry, for a new day
L, with its loosening of repressive governmental polici
ding out the hope of a Jewish renascence. And those b
d wide, The trickle of Jewish emigration has become ;

icle. Certainly, nowhere has the resiliency of the Cove
i week we hear of new cultural groups, historical asso
nent of scores of Jewish libraries - - all the fruit of ma
f a half-century of Soviet repression that sought to gri
he dust.

any manner or means. The list of refuseniks is still lo
m on the false ground that they once were, years ago,
charade, this toying with people's lives for spurious r

adoxically, greater frecdom of speech has given licen:
tism. Klu Klux Klan-like associations such as the Pamyat have come out ol
spew their venom. Ethnic movements have emerged and clamor for freedo
Lithuanians, Moldavians, and their like. We understand and even sympathi
greater autonomy. But we cannot forget their specific history of radical an*
ignore the potential of these movements to turn against the minorities amc
the Soviet Union, let us remember, Jews are a minority

Nonetheless, efforts toward greater democratization within the Soviet
Anti-Semitism is an ever present factor, even in democracies. It is state sp
that we must fear and fight. Let us not forget Stalinism: the murder of Jew
doctor’s plot, the wholesale destruction of Jewish culture down to the mel
present, with all its faults and failings is infinitely better than the past.



:d, and we must do everything in our power to keep it from slamming

1ld vigorously the Soviet Jewish culture and the movement for emigra-
e that it can withstand even a setback in Soviet policy. We must take
1at the new governmental tolerance affords us, with the same ferocity
d to crisis.

.2 pleased to learn that the World Union for Progressive Judaism has taken
1 to our Chicago Assembly and which you then endorsed, for a Reform
oviet Union. A Reform rabbi was sent to Russia for a month. A Russian

i newspaper has been published, for distribution in Russia, as well as
igrants in Israel and in the United States. Professional

USSR recently, and were amazed at the overwhelmin

tation of the Reform Jewish aliemative - - the only al

t Soviet Jews ever encounter.

more than praise for these efforts. It merits our mater
irael and 1o enable it to do many things it can'tdo in ¢
to do so.

at has loomed up and darkened our joy at the bettermi
the immigration-resettlement problem, a problem of

ewish immigration to the United States is so large, th

wiet Union provided by our immigration laws will so
into a less-than-voluntary aliyah. Yet - and herein lie

ience, ask for a greater share of available refugees slo

the otal, There is a qualitative difference in desperatic

at people, or the Chinese political refugees or Salvadc

1g civil war in that tortured country. Given the limited

nd that their chances of finding sanctuary be reduced for the sake of Soviet
alternative of Israel?Yes, we have the right and obligation to press for a
all refugee ceiling, both in the United States and in Canada. But in a
illion refugees, we dare not declare this Ark America to be chiefly ours.

form Jews are committed to the principle of free choice in Jewish



monies or guarantees required for the absorption of Soviet Jews here, in
specifically to the UJA Passage for Freedom Campaign, which is intend
sorption machinery and our own, with all sums received to be shared eq
domestic absorption needs have first call on funds transmitted to the nat
tions there has been a serious erosion of sums transferred to Israel. In ef
Terael ic hearine the cost of absorbing Soviet Jewish immigrants into the |

y of justice, is it not!What is happening to the claim o
h we always boast?Where is our historical memory as
y one of us here in North America has been sustained
1 lifetime — by the good works of organized Jewry? W
s whose resources were infinitely more slender than a
5 1o allow our sense of responsibility for [ellow Jews |
f a million strong in Washington on behalf of flesh and
1d of emotional catharsis?

| on every Reform congregation to form or revitalize a
wn membership, and the Jewish community-at-large 1
1e resources required for the absorption of Russian Jer
1a person-to-person effort to integrate Soviet immigr:

ontent 1o quote Scripture only in part, saying:“Let my
s “Let my people go that they might serve Me.”

Dear friends, our Union is first and foremost a union of hearts - - hearts
which God collects and places as a rainbow in the sky. Then is our path
the sign of the Covenant. Then can we join hands and form a human rai
to protect this spinning planet we call home.

I can think of no keener symbol of our mission than this sign of the
Noah. The rainbow, alone among nature’s phenomena, is a sight sharec
enced by each. The sun, the observer's eye, and the center of the arc mu
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3 as you can look into the eye of another Jew, and see your own reflec-
‘now. Be confident in your faith, and comfortable enough with it to find
laism. For in those reflections that we see in each other’s eyes, in those
voices, in that yearning for connection we feel in each others touch, that
dwells. We, in our unity, form the portal through which God the Re-

We, in our mutual discovery, reignite the very sparks of creation, and the
s eternal and as lofty as a rainbow, is renewed.

s been washed away by the floods of history. So many of the hopes that
collectively, have floated out of grasp and gone under.

y)een monumental; and our monuments have ofien pror

zi era when the “earth was filled with lawlessness.”
viet attempt 1o obliterate our people’s identity.

:ntless military and dipomatic onslaught against Israel

are parting. Mow our hearls must leap (o the rainbow;
ices must rise o God's nostrils. Like Noah, we must t
grations yet o come. And in so doing, we are declarin
y another beginning.

18
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2. 1 call on our Assembly and its delegates to express our collective g
brought this convention to be: a) To our host congregations of New Orle:
gracious hospitality. They faced a Herculean task — “we are here in unpre
performed it effectively and with devotion. b) To Iris Franco Vanek, her
to all of the members of gur Biennial Program Committee for that rich fan

y 1o the felt needs of our constituency. ¢} To the “able
'r army of co-workers on the Local Arrangements Coi
ke us feel at home and to have this convention run sm
Larry Jackofsky, who assisted them in this work. d) T
who single-handedly coordinated the multitudinous ¢
istrator and a warm and wonderful Jew.

Central Conference of American Rabbis on the occasi
onference has done much for us. There is literally no:
nally, that is “untouched by the creative endeavors of
nanifold contributions toward the advancement of ow
wship that we have emerged as the overwhelmingly pr
dmerican Jewish scene.

4. wo vongrawndle the North American Federation of Temple Youth a
versary of its founding. NFT'Y alumni are our “rabbis and cantors and edu
administrators. ..they are the lay leaders of our congregations, and their d¢
spawned many activities of great worth, particularly the camping program
laurels, for the task ahead is “even greater, if anything, more complex...!
youth are more diverse, competing interests more compelling. "I therefo:

(a) call on our congregations to focus on youth work with renewed v
adequate budgetary resources are allocated to it;

(b) I ask them to provide scholarships and camperships so that all yc
children of the wealthy, will be able to participate in the full range of NF

activities.



sach Commission and its lay and professional leaders -- particularly Lydia
wer of our labors in this sphere.”

 to accept this Commission's recommendation that the innovative

Me" program pioneered in Denver be extended through the length and
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