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>r need of a conclusion. Alas, he only gave me an introduction,

message does not find its end, blame him, not me.

llan four years ago, I forewarned him that leadership in Jewish

1rember citing the Talmudic passage which tells of Rabbi Akiba

nily before assuming a responsible post in the Jewish community.

tion,” Akiva’s family cautioned, “know that they will curse and

rirman of the Union successfully challenged Talmudic wisdom.
>n not with a malediction but with our blessings and our highest

lary in the conduct of his office. His mind is keen, razor-sharp.
oughts with precision, and he is witty and fair when he wields
ve all, he really cares, cares deeply, about ot

1l our striving. We cannot possibly thank him

e can give him a token of our regard. 1 hold

ed silver and gold menorah . . . receive it, All:

Ellie and your beautiful daughters... May it se

niration and affection.

hes also to the leaders of the National Federa
delegates have come here, in joint conventio
ennial gathering. Judith Hertz has just comple
FTS President. She too deserves to be comme
hip. She guides the women of Sisterhood wit

.is also seated on this dais. She is retiring as th

“you know, having served our Sisterhood affil

fore then, 40 years of devoted service all told.
sutions to our movement are in evidence everywhere you look
le who, in full partnership with the phenomenally creative Sam

N.F.T.Y., our Youth affiliate. It was Ellie who designed and

nmatic pillars, those academies and institutes which sustain its
Ellie who cultivated and strung the pearls of NFTY — what we
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are here in unprecedented numbers —the largest Assembly on 1
Jewish scene. We thank them for their successful exertions. More
sense of community within a vast convention center such as this
The problems and details were endless; they mastered them all.

These men and these women follow a venerable tradition, for
Raltimare ic rich The Jews of this community have shown a treme

or leadership. To give but one example: Rabbi
lip Schecter and Sam Glasner helped lead the
uly 4th, 1963 at Gwynn Oak Amusement Park
orts, which helped turn the tide against segreg
1y he had gone to jail, Rabbi Lieberman replie:
lebrate the Fourth of July.”
lent of the Board of 5chool Commissioners w
mplemented in Baltimore; another was founc
e, a key force in the revitalization of this city
| the Hackerman House of the Walters Arts G
istitutions bearing Jewish names.
1ave provided leadership to Baltimore, so haw
ican Jewry: the first ordained rabbi permanent
1am Rice, was of this community, as was Hen
Hadassah. Baltimore's Rabbi Edward Israel led
ilas, he was seized by a fatal heart-attack while
uvt auuress. neicu Dalsheimer was the first woman President of
tion. Chuck Hoffberger chaired the Jewish Agency. Irv Blum and ]
Federation Presidents along with Shoshana Cardin, now also Chai
of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations. Joyce Otte!
O’Mansky and Barbara Balter presently serve on our National Bo
with distinction — sons and daughters of Baltimore all. We comr
them for all that they are doing and for what they are.

Like thanks must go also to our National Convention Committ
and especially to Arthur Grant who coordinated the multitudinot
complex venture. The fruitage of their labor is rich, indeed. This
memorable convention, stimulating in content and spirit alike.

T am indehted alen ta Rahhi Naniel Syme Vice Precident of the
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qua Society marked the 50th Anniversary of its adoption by
re in convention assembled. Over the years, Brotherhood’s
gious community have been many and substantial.

ult Jewish education in our movement. Brotherhoods were the
ieed for leadership development; indeed, NFIB has been the
ing of our congregational and national leadership. Most impor-
f Brotherhood were among the first to reach out to the Christian
anized dialogue and in the process they nurtured an altogether
1al vehicle, the Jewish Chautauqua Society, the most extensive
rogram of its kind in North America, if not in the wnrld
dstian college students have gained a greater
cause of this endeavor. And countless genera
campus have deepened their knowledge of o
rwin, President, and Lewis Eisenberg, Executi
imising occasion. Insofar as the Jewish traditio
ho provides for sustenance and education, ou
1 NFTB.

ating the 50th anniversary of National Associz

sented on this dais by Norman Fogel, their nev

;ated a new profession in Jewish life: that of tt

is grown magnificently since its inception. Its |

membership exceeds three hundred professio

r collective mission, applying new technologie

g innovations to the Reform Temple.

than mere managers, mere mechanics, these h_____ [
' Jews. They build and buttress the structures which house Torah.

terial resources without which there can be no Torah.

itulate the men and women of NATA. May they continue to
eir unfailing strength.



| of the Vietnam war, deeply inspired by the Jewish yearnings of
heartsickened by the political chicanery of the Nixon years and tt
of the Reagan years, — Al Vorspan has provided us with a leader
whole eras because his social vision is rooted in the durable and
preachments of the Jewish prophets.
TTo— - - - g prophet who nevertheless is the most humar
n idealist who sways not with solemn exhort
t burns and yet is not consumed! Fortunately
il has been institutionalized in the form of ou
i Religious Action Center. He has forged the |
ious mission, and that bond shall never be di

L L L}

demonstrates the vast impact that an indivich
ity with a shared value system. This is true f
rrger and Bernie Zlotowitz, whose retirement i
Jewish texts, open to all of us for study and for
1this week's Torah portion, Chaye Sarab, whi
y secure his and Sarah's legacy — owrlegacy b
L serve as texts, not just Biblical or Rabbinic p
iges, when all is said and done if not the life
1 to the size of an aphorism.

Even so are the lives of our retirees texts, texts about human be
themselves by entering into a Covenantal dialogue.

“Creation happens to us” at that point when we are summoned,
“It burns itself into us, recasts us . . . we take part in creation, me:
out to Him, helpers and companions. You need God in order tc
needs you, for the very meaning of your life.”

Preserving our Prophetic Mission

Surely, there is no greater gift that we could give to an Al Vors)
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orunIty T0r A1sarmament and METauonal dity anoraed vy
communism will be betrayed by a new orgy of arms sales to
cash in hand.

lus of Soviet Jews, their vast and miraculous influx to Israel, will
1 administration.

1estic scene in America, our sense of betrayal is heightened, as
le and assertiveness that we Jews helped foster during the last
ted into a noxious, strangling weed, with the Bayard Rustins

3s replaced by the Al Sharptons and Professor Jeffries’, builders
demagogic clowns and anti-Semitic hatemongers.

betrayals as these, an ever-increasing number of American Jews
their own separatist virus. Even in our ranks, r—~~~~ "~

ntiments re-echoed: “We are surrounded by «

lies . . . no one else will fend for us. . . let's g

it 50, We Jews have never achieved our freedc

n victory was abetted by the rise of Rome as a

im the ghettos of Europe was achieved becaus

ury European revolutions amplified and fougl

tus. Our present high status in this land is buo

either crafted nor realized by Jews. Aye, and tl

seen established had not a majority of the wor

+of our cause and our need for a dramatic affis

5L

alone, we never did. We need allies in order |

n be less than 2% of the American population

ael, on behalf of Soviet Jewry, on behalf of ch

ious freedom involved in reproductive choice

w Jews. We need friends to prevail. But we will not find and
mly for ourselves. If we do not feel the pain of others, they will
stand aloof from their causes, we can scarcely expect them to

ant than this consideration of an enlightened self-interest is the
1< Tews to care not iust for ouir own but for all human kind. We
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The Authenticity of Reform

Note well, that T emphasize authenticity when I speak of the v:

Refoarm movement

Reform's growth rate has been vigorous, dram
ngregations and in our over-all membership in
1 recite too the virtues of Reform Judaism that i
“lusive rather than exclusive, our social action
ality for men and women in the religious life, :
s to the mauer of spirituality and religious autl
imbles and falls. We act the ger v toshav, the re
@rah our Torah portion of the week. Though
romised to him, Abraham is insecure enough 2
chase the Cave of Machpelah — at an exorbit

affer from such a mindset, that we are but resi

ism. And who are these true citizens? The bear

es of the Talmud; the bewigged Jewish womat

the Judaism of the 19th Century shtet! with its

usivist mentality — somehow these images ar
minds.

This mindset is entirely self-defeating. For if “Torah true” is to b
literalism, as the Orthodox do, then faith becomes impossible for 1
transformation of religious metaphor into human reality will alwa-
atheism. If marching in solemn step with a literalist halacha is the
Jewish way, our own dance with tradition will always feel frivolo
even clumsy. No matter how dynamic our growth then, no matte;
congregations, we will always feel like Adonijah, pretender to Kit
this week’s haftarab rather than young Solomon, the true heir of

But Reform is not some “tinsel imitation of Orthodoxy,” Nor ar:
foremost a critique of Orthodoxy! Do we stand before the master

zrizs | et S
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1 to batten down the hatches, to ghettoize, to bind the commu-
links of codification in the name of self-preservation. Rabbinic
work-in-progress in the best sense; a religion not of obeisance,
“mere ritualistic piety but of heart-felt responsibility; a religion in
ot frozen like ice but a soluble substance to be mixed with

nt:

should be soft as a reed, and not as hard as a cedar. Because of
, reeds have been privileged to be selectedas -~ =+ '
illin and mezzuzot are written.”

, in our flexibility, to write the Torahs and me:
wish history, this era of near-total destruction :

Discussing our Religious Parameters

', however, of which I just spoke directs our at

Reform, and that is the need to achieve ideolo

udaism has undoubtedly produced the elastici

t can rip us apart.

1 wide spectrum of belief, a ranging gamut of |

ymmon understanding is necessary to give us t

h a religious movement, or any movement, fo

listinctiveness, and to secure its continuity.
eform are especially difficult to draw. Which beliefs have a valid
m and which do not? Is there any ideology that is beyond the
e accommodate all theological stances, just so long as they do

revelation or seek to impose their perceptions or practices on
ssential to a Reform outlonk what ic antinnal — and what if



Loaay, the chidren and the grand-children ot that secu
easily have been excluded from the Union, God forbid
leaders and rabbis in our movement.”

The CCAR Commiittee on Responsa has already published the «
congregation should not be admitted, and its views should be gi
a unanimous decision and in any event, as it
this committee’s decision does not pre-empt |
e ultimate ruling in this case. | myself have en

s application, not because I have in any sense
ier because [ deem the debate which it will ge

fully endorse the resolution framed by our Ho
1 urges that this sort of discussion be a central
and national gatherings, and in all of the educ
lution merely affirms what is already under w2
is Biennial:

': Values, Practices, Visions.”

1a clarification of Reform Jewish boundaries, :

ion, a celebration of Reform Jewish identity. W
movement that is far more than a form of Jewish minimalism, but r
can satisfy the passionate heart.

Revisiting Outreach

Clearly, more and more Jews are coming to view Reform as suc
tual exercise but as a life transforming faith.

The recent, widely-publicized National Jewish Population Surv
boast of steady growth. This study found that by far the largest nu
households in America now is identified with the Reform movemse

Maoranvrar wrhila Anlir 27Q04 AF tha ralicimiicler (AR A Taeon e
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lire interpretation and analysis, to be sure. Indeed, they have

ed by several prominent Jewish sociologists who feel that this
ed. Still, even their rosier projections should give us reason for
as been a substantial attenuation of our faith because of inter-

~our Outreach program is flawed in its conception? Obviously
scapegoated for the high rate of intermarriage. Outreach was not
ae tide of intermarriage. It was designed, rather, to retain the
ism, to gather and keep them within the fold. We should be
7ith doing our share to staunch the bleeding and to infuse new
1 body. Note, if you will, that we are the only stream of Tndaism
ish scene that is swelling in numbers.
n and more with the limited resources at our ¢
«d Outreach staff literally alchemizes pennies i
at this. It is amazing to see how many ideas di:
ated into programming during her ten years at
g Ourtreach census which has been included ir
rable impact this program has had especially «
1d more we have Lydia to thank, and we regre
er chair is most ably filled now by Dru Greenw
al years, and who brings both critical intellige
T work.,
s outreach activity counter-productive? When 1
:n arms do we not run the risk of “giving licen:
ol But everything in life has its price — there
" exclusion would be costlier by far! An exclu
wish marriages. It will only create more Jewis|
ainful rifts among Jewish families.
,, however, in which our outreach endeavor does require a
1tensify our efforts to gain converts, both before and after
yree that conversionary marriages are infinitely more stable
sther way. These couples lead more palpably Jewish lives, and
t sounder Jewish rearing. And so we need to move away from T
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We need to affirm our Judaism frankly, freely, proudly, and wit
offend the non-Jewish spouses. Quite the contrary, it can only enl
Judaism. for if we lack in missionary zeal, they are bound to surm
message at all, or, at any rate, that we do not prize it.

I, for one, believe more firmly than ever that Reform Judaism ha:
ds of hearts from among the religiously unaffil
ore firmly than ever that we hold in our hands
hungry who are wandering across this contine
who convert to Judaism annually is a sizable 1
the NJP survey — who are not currently marri
1em are divorced, to be sure, but most of then
ed in other religions or in none whose thirst fc
laism.
tted, then, or feel undermined by the statistics.
reople are at any given moment, not where the
to be or where we can move them to be. Let L
t our intuition and to focus our labors,
courage Jewish romances to flourish among o
ied his servant Eliezer to find a wife for his sor
not the Canaanites, those the strangers in wh
generation, as Stephen Fuchs so felicitously |

) ~se values are that “people are people, love coi
rehglon should not really be a factor when our children seek a mat
arouse a passion for Judaism within all young Jews, so that they wi
impart it to their soul-mates, be they born Jews or not.

Ultimately, Outreach means inspiring a_firmer embrace of Jud.
among the intermarried and the converted and the unconverted, y
born-and-bred Jews, the unaffiliated and the marginally affiliated -
our Temples as through a revolving door. In this sense, our educa
its totality is one great conversionary effort, for while the factors tt
Jew and the non-Jewish marriage partner from living a full Jewish
for each the gulf is no less wide and perhaps even more yawnin
alienated Jew.



1 tnat wiaer mission, we need vastly to improve the state ot
ency. If we are to teach others, we must first learn ourselves. If
heritage our forebears gave to us, we cannot remain merely its
have to earn that heritage for ourselves, absorb it, drink it in
“being until it becomes wholly a part of us. Only then will we
ir legacy to others.

g for an intensified program of Jewish study most especially
ite priority of our movement . I am not talking about patch-
of lectures and courses and institutes, sporadically attended, but
1 of the most serious study. The curriculum recently prepared
n Jewish Education and distributed at this Biennial titled “Wel-
“Torah,” is a good beginning, but only a begi t
rything to make certain that adults will, “reco
iellers of tales . . . (that they will) reclaim their
d to answer questions.” (Harold Schulweis)

: plan in mind here, and I might as well tell y
{e to see the creation within our movement ¢
composed of rabbinic scholars as well as hig
zlp, through their deliberations, to form a con
slogy. The concept is not new to our movem
numerous occasions. H. G. Enelow, Rabbi of
© championed this idea, pointing out that the
le historic juncture [of the Jewish experience
he best synopsis of the development of Judai

ept of the Synod included legislative authorit

our midst, of course, not then and not now.,

2t at our penchant for autonomy, perhaps it i

sufficiently matured, and with a sufficiently €vocanu oy, wia
1omy in the name of commitment, as we turn this century.

d to return to the theme of my call for the educational re-
ve our camps can be significantly helpful toward that end.
most effective vehicle for the transmission of Judaism at our
spawning ground for our leadership. Why should the camp-



wise protfessional said that perhaps it was not a defec
Miriam had seen the face of God . . .

At services last week a member of the congregation, th
making a good impression on the guest speaker, asked
Miriam onit of the Sanctuary . . . to ensure that no distus

ent outside the sanctuary to make sure they wi
ving as mothers will when strangers tell them y
inot fit in. I also saw Miriam sitting there and t
ems that when Miriam was asked to leave the
10 with her. ..

t children be denied a Jewish experience, and
1 will be pleased to learn, that one of our cong
. prefers to remain unnamed, has pledged $2.5

ur National Commission on Camps to develop
:amps, and to build the facilities required for tl
m glad 1o add my word of welcome to our ne
se leaders on this dais was already acknowled
man. PARDES is an acronym for Progressive Association of Reform
Schools, and as its name suggests its membership will consist of th
lay leaders of our burgeoning day school movement. There are 13
operative in our religious community, and many others are in var.
tion. The purpose of this affiliate is to provide a supportive netwc
leaders who are involved in the operation of these schools.

Hopefully, too, they will foster and facilitate the extension of tt
endeavor. We wish them well . . ..their work is essential to our ¢
Jewish education simply does not suffice for the need. It will not «
Jewishly informed and motivated young leaders we require to rer
movement within Judaism.



aterprets a text in a new way
:re revealed to him from heaven.

ainly a transforming experience. We approach the text, and
reach out to us, to envelop us, until we almost become the text. ﬂ

imission on Education to institute a curriculum review beyond
s presently conducting, to test the effectiveness of the curricu-
>en using these past fifteen years, and to explore ways of shoring

1id that our movement has taken too literally the rabbinic teach-
bar elo ba-maaseb, that the essential thing is nor o+ A oo
tudy without action is denounced as a vanity,

:hed from Torah study are trivialized and deni

*h a mooring, mitzvot become entirely non-ol

jected at whim.

orm Jews are easily deterred by that word “ol

ion of religious authority. I speak rather of the

at our patriarch and matriarchs discovered in |

wver changed their lives; the truth that generati

ety, in exile and in Jerusalem, debated and ex;

of daily life; the truth that only life itself can ult

1s a core spiritual perception: that life is a holy

ate, in a magnificent passage:

ving for unity that has made the Jew creative.
volve unity out of the division of ‘1,
[ the idea of the unitary God. Striving to
but of the divisions of the human community,
| the idea of universal justice. Striving to
but of the divisions of all human matter,
| the idea of universal love. Striving to evolve I



Equity for Women Rabbis

The crucial word is “encounter,” which implies a give-and-take
intelligence brought to the text. In this manner, I took the liberty, j
1y you, by way of altering his outdated, non-inc
Iber had, 1 substituted a “we;" instead of saying
division, as Buber had it, I said “we”evolved |
to exclude half of you while speaking earnest
ig, I do not like to alter texts, especially when |
scarcely prose. But there aretimes when we h
1g — even as there are times when we have tc
entions. I therefore put before you a resolutio
of American Rabbis regarding equality for won
movement is on record consistently to suppor
rk force and to support women'’s rights the ide
realized.” Glaringly is this so in the realm of ¢«
h ranges up to 24% less than the median for ¢«
xancy rising with the size of the Temple, The |
:pancy in favor of men,
i and cents, this needs no comment, It needs o
- ——...ion. Surely there are none among us who beli
and the counsel and the leadership of women rabbis is but a barga
the original design! Surely, there are none of us who would deny t
an act of noblesse oblige, the ordination and empowerment of won
Judaism was a gift to ourselves — an endowment from which the
and rejuvenation have not ceased to flow.

But unconscious prejudice remains operative here — fueled by
within and outside Judaism, that make of woman an “other” and ]
fore want not only to endorse wholeheartedly the CCAR reolutior
step further, or backwards if you will, to the very cradle itself. I pr
ceremony of Brith Chayim, the covenantal ritual for girls, be obse
in our midst,on the 8th day after birth, in the home, as a rite fully



mple of devaluation that I want to bring to your attention. It
ome of our retired rabbis, and especially of many widows of
teaches us that when a parent gives to a child, both of them
must give to a parent, both of them weep.

1ld be weeping, for a recent CCAR survey reveals that too
ees, and too many of their widows, suffer serious financial
1 the face of medical needs. Their situation is desperate. Many
ity line. These older retirees began their years of service long
dbinical Pension Program was fully established. Virtually none
 from sources other than social security and their pensions; and
es these up to 50% within a decade, their retirement beneﬁts
10se of the present generation of rabbis —th '
der retirees were no less.
must be addressed by the CCAR. Yet we, as the
m bear some responsibility too. The Boards ol
ut precisely what their financial situation is, a
:gations should help sensitize our synagogue

me to suggest that our Reform movement adv;

Commission on the Flderly. There are now n

ws over 65 years of age in our congregationa

1 of them 75 years of age or over, and their n

require far more concentrated attention.

mne pioneering work in this sphere, and much

nd their members has been developed by vari

Richard Address and his largely unfunded Bio

25 merit special praise, for they have greatly ex

) the private places of pain and travail where u 7 ]

families now languish alone. It is high time now to coalesce
s and to provide a more extensive and comprehensive pro-

re that could be done and that is required:



hearing devices for use in sanctuaries and other innovation:
the participation of the broadest possible range of Jews.

These and a host of other ideas could be pursued and realizec
Commission on the Elderly.

nd wrilline o friends, we shall all someday face what Abrah;
ng David faces in our baftarab: the condition «
own steps will slow and our bodies will fail o
‘rise before the aged and show deference to 1
zrly kin and for our own futures, so that as w
ot also become advanced in tears and fears.

An Endowment for Reform Judaism

ne here who must be questioning now the gos

‘of our endeavors, “How can you expect us 1

“Haven't you heard about budgetary crunche

illed future of American productivity?” Anxieti

1d our concerns are fully justified. While we ar

growing at a remarkable pace, as we have no

ars — the vicissitudes of Jewish history warn a

s e w oo~ solUre: this is the practicum of our vocation, the

past.

This is why I wholeheartedly endorse the new Endowment Fun

being launched at this Biennial, and which envisages a partnershi
and its congregations in the effort to secure our future.

Allan Goldman was absolutely right when, in his splendid Ck
observed that if this endeavor were successful and enlarged bey
it could eventually and substantially reduce the contributions w.
make to the Union and the College-Institute. It would certainly
as well as newer, much-needed programs.

As just one case in point, I would like to establish a fund whic]

anthcidize the rahhinic ealariee nf Anir emallar frAanaracatinne



dened buugel or our congregauons. 1ogether we will turn to
for help, Jews who presently provide an extraordinarily
ds to Israel and to communal agencies, as they properly
‘e must be our first concern. But they assign little or no
the synagogue.
le for teaching our children to be Jews? The synagogue — our
r-burdened, short-staffed synagogues! Who will assure that
educated, Jewishly committed generation twenty years from
> the teachers and the rabbis and the scholars for that genera-
hose many other communal and national Jewish organizations a
hich they will be able to draw for their membership a score
provide the State of Israel with a continuing corne of nindar
/e Jews? The answer in every case, of course,
gue — the synagogue and those camps and
mal efforts that they sustain.
here Jews are made, where the individual so
i the place where modemnity and eternity cros
1 identity are sown. All other institutions in Je
the synagogue creates Jews — child by child,

acredibly shortsighted here, We act without fo
r the future. We are like lumberman who fell 1
w seedlings. And so [ beg this constituency, th
¢ ahead for just a few years, and thus to bring :
2rything possible to ensure the permanence ar
in Jewish life, so that we can continue to be th
the inspiriting force of Jewish spirituality into |

el and America: The Dawning of Peace?

lern set by Abraham in our parasha, who first secures the

Sarah and then proceeds to secure the future, — our future as
o a marriage for Isaac father of Tacah airnamed Teraal Mich
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Many obstacles, real and psychological, need to be surmountec
peace lurk everywhere about.

Still, on this Sabbath morning, our hearts are filled with hope,
tions surge from our soul.

We pray for peace, for an end to the 43-year war that has fray

LusLansaa. asusu

oung Jewish lives, and tested the moral fibre
*w heart and a new spirit” in the Middle East, :
y that might enable Israel to uncurl from her d
1g resources to the task of human developmen
n has vastly enlarged.

iearts a vision of an Israel flowering in such a |
rin our hearts a vision of an Arab civilization tl
»rld not for terrorism and autocratic repression
poetry and science and art, of a day when Is
s brothers, at the mouth of their father's buria
Machpela is thought to be, and share a glad §
r suspicion nor fear in their voices.

etary of State Baker's dogged determination in
quest serves 1o ease the hurt inflicted on us «
troversy. President Bush should not have trea
rsonal affront — it ill befits his role as the det

wu wne Nill be completely forgiven and forgotten, if A

the role of honest broker in those arduous negotiations that lie a

For the sake of that peace, also, do I implore our government t
effort to curb arms sales to the Middle East, and in a manner cons:

rity of Israel.

During the Gulf crisis, there was considerable talk about reduc
sophisticated weaponry to the region. But as soon as the dust sel
Administration’s course was quickly adjusted, and a plethora of ¢
nounced. During the past half year alone, since the end of Oper:
government has made deals for more than 15 billion dollars of
including cluster bombs and missiles and fighter planes, arming
ponulated desert kinedoms and emirates alono with their newfc



iise all this . . . what mockery to sow the seeds of future

»eace efforts are under way. Good God, did we learn nothing
erous invasion of Kuwait, which was enabled by the uncon-

nrestricted reach of the arms merchants? No less than 450

re involved in providing Iraq with the goods and technology
3 its nuclear capacity.

m all those arms and their supporting technology? None other
.t members of the Security Council who are charged with the
but who, at the same time, are the most enterprising purveyors of
It is a puzzlement . . . and a disgrace . . . it is the betrayal of a

on our government to rein in the machinery ¢
r arms supplying nations to do so too so that |
nding astride a minefield which can detonate
slender hopes for peace sky high.

Energy, The Environment, and Ethics

anclusion, briefly touch on four matters which
1 we eagerly await his Social Action keynote s

to my dismay that the Union’s multitudinous

:ry conceivable social ill, nonetheless omit refc

ssment.

ission for a movement which boasts that it is ¢

1in the religious life and in society. We must

wide scope, raise consciousness among men wno ao not even
y realities of sexual harassment, and lower the boom on those
> of their power. We must reach out to the victims, mitigate
unwarranted shame. And we must guard our own behavior so
or say, even unwittingly, will violate our fidelity to the ideal of



to do sc.); since he will not be able to touch on this theme in his ki

Consider how we live in relation to the world, to this planet ea
God’s handiwork and despoil it:the sweet air God gave us to bre:
water with which God blessed us, the fertile green that delights tt
acknowledging and making proper use of all these gifts, we poi.
fans nnat tha ~enen | we carbonize the oxygen . . . we acidify 1

sness or callousness which makes us do all thi
n of our time which we must counter!

he rainforests and the daily extinction of still 3
Jman condition.” It is the work of a specific |
vant of his own land. It is the work of a speci
thains, those “fast food” spots that burgeon w
ly pressured to take pause for a blessing befc
z disaster in Alaska, or the radioactive disaste
sroliferation of every form of cancer in our soc
They are the price of profit, the price of corp
iwice of a materialism so corrosive that it can
clear reactor's containment vessel.
on company is following up this disaster, by
equiring double-hulled tankers. And the Bust
n of the term “wetlands” to permit more expl
at a mockery this . . . what cynicism . . . what
“One generation goes,” we read in the Book of Ecclesiastes, “an
tion comes . . . but the earth remains forever.” That is the Scriptur
imperilled by our times, and hence most needful of protection.
Yet it is difficult, I know, to feel anything but helpless about ou
mental crisis, so large and multilayered are the problems that we |
turn off all the dire projections, to apply more suntan lotion and h
The Commission on Social Action has tried to counter this sens
emphasizing in its resolution the individual deed, the need for €
an environmentally sound behavior, “from office, to sanctuary, t
the doing comes the believing; with the doing comes the end of
cism. This the Jewish process of empowerment.



Is of individuals ettect a healing. Tradition assures us that the
ted for our benefit. Assuredly, its fate is in our own hands.

We are Each Abraham or Sarah...

ed as caretakers of both our movement and the world — this

g like a dreidel between a new age and an old chaos, this world
ange seems to be outpacing our very heartbeats . . . I leave you
n’s faithful servant Eliezer, to devote yourself to the resonant
towed upon us, the promise of “an everlasting covenant through-

£ no oath from you, as did Abraham of Eliezer
1ority are long since past, and we do not mour
1is weekend. 1 have heard the passion in your
“our coming together has evoked — and in so
: about the successful continuation of Reform
redful world.

orthy of the Covenant as were Abraham or Sai
heir human frailties, but also their strength of .
Vorspan, or an Ellie Schwartz, or a Richard St

ld vour gifis from the world! You cannot withe
strength shall not be overwhelmed by the wei;

the people who, even in Auschwitz, were able
emption. You are one of the people who sang

inmol as du geist dem letzten veig,
blayene varshteln bloie teig . . .
ay you walk the final way.”

n the innermost circle of hell — we took the curse that Hitler
d rendered it a hleecino Fven there we calahratad tha Taxrich




embraced him in his arms, and began dancing with him as if he, t
Torah. “And all joined in. They all danced and sang and cried. The
sang with fervor. Never before had Jews celebrated Simchat Toral
Even in such a place did our people sing and celebrate. They d
enemies to sunder the covenant! Even in such a time, when hope
hread and God wae hidden by the smoke of the crematoria, they d
adies.
istood such a hellish world now be daunted by
2 Shall we, who declared God's unity at the th
T our voices?
! Never! Instead we shall aspire to our biblical
es comprise a holy text. . . not bound by locl
ead it, not of dogma, but of a living, breathin;
+ mystery, but of a lucid and shining truth.
g text of Reform Judaism, which can be enlarg
very congregation throughout this continent.
ince with the Torah scroll — embracing our lc
1as our loved one.
known to the generations not only for reformi
‘re-form meaning, to re-form creation, to re-fo
1certain, and most precious planet.
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embly to thank our Chairman, Allan B. Goldman, for the
as led us these past four years. He has been “exemplary in the
He leaves his position “with our blessings and our highest

siembly and its delegates to express our collective gratitude to all
is convention to be:

ongregations of Baltimore for their most gracious hospitality.
h community which has provided American Jewrv and Refarm
1ordinary leadership.

evy, Chairman, and to all the members of ou
ch fare with which they feasted us. They resp
stituency,

isky and Chiae Herzig who chaired the Local
did everything in their power to make us feel
run smoothly. We are grateful, also, o our a
assisted them in this work.

ant, the Union's Director of Program and Reg
1 the multitudinous details of this convention
varm and wonderful Jew.

or Schwartz on the occasion of her retirement

1al Federation of Temple Sisterhoods. “Her cor

in evidence everywhere” in our religious com

ociate Director of NFTY, she “fashioned and d  _
.. which sustain its progress still.” Her thirty two years of service
with equal excellence. We wish her well in her retirement.

NFTB and JCS on the 50th Anniversary of their merger. JCS is a

ial vehicle . . . the most extensive Jewish educational program
nerica if nat the waorld ”?




8. T call on our congregations to intensify our efforts to gain «
and after intermarriages. All studies agree that conversionary mar;
more stable Jewishly, and that their children receive a sounder Je'
therefore “move away” from the “non-proselytizing stance that ha
onr Outreach effort * Everyone must be involved in this undertak

rs, and especially parents.” We must lose no o
» marry Jews or to urge their non-Jewish parntne

tmation of a taskforce which will explore the ¢
ment a deliberative council of rabbinic scholas
“who would help, through their deliberations
ual and ideology.” 1 do not envisage according
heless it may be time for us to “visualize a mo
sufficiently educated laity, that might risk a lit
I.”

or an intensified program of adult Jewish study
ment.” Our camps, already the most effective 1
ould become a “multi-generational experienc

camps make a determined effort to make the «

A weeds youngsters. “1 speak now of the forgotte

wheelchair bound, the retarded, the handicapped, the autistic, the
I therefore call on our National Commission on Camps to develop
multiple use of our camps, and to build the facilities required for

12. We welcome our new affiliate, PARDES, the Progressive At
Jewish Day Schools, composed of the professional and lay leader
day school movement.” We wish them well. Their work is essenti

13. Turge a “heightened encounter with Jewish texts” in all of -
endeavors. I call on the Commission of Education to institute a cu
“beyond the self-study which it is presently conducting,” to test tt



ler congregations to be more sensitive to the financial plight of
ie rabbinate many of whom, and their widows, are suffering
Ities. These older retirees “began their years of service long
binical Pension Program was fully established” and in conse-

it benefits do not nearly match those of the present generation

eation of a Commission on the Elderly. There are no less than
on men and women over 65 years old in our congregational
various committees and commissions of the Union and Confer-
materials of great worth in this realm, “it is high time nowr ta
:nted efforts and to provide a more extensive ;

iew Endowment Fund drive which is being lm
nvisages a partnership between the Union anc
our future. “We must do everything possible 1
teform synagogue in Jewish life.” I urge the ¢
le us to subsidize the rabbinic salaries of our
I location has made it difficult if not impossib
f rabbis and cantors and teachers.

the Israel Resolution which has been placed t

ntatives of Israel and her Arab neighbors com

e 43-year war, that has frayed Jewish nerves, |

nd tested the moral fibre of our people.”

e call on our government to put to put to an €

dle East. “Let us rein in the machinery of war ... ____ _
!'gh"nl

:solution on Violence against Women, already before this Assem-
ike reference to the trespass of sexual harassment. “We must
yroblem . . . admit its wide scope . . . reach out to the
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in the courtyards of the Almic

and as enduring as the everlas

rom on high: hikkon likras el

eet your God O Israel.

rom out of the past, a voice 1

seer and of sage...The voice

o in answer to a summons from
lace and sustenance.

harmony...We yearn for inner
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us into gloom,
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o confess our sins,

ble our sense of self-worth,
o fortify our faith that out ¢
ength can come

if we will,
ear of disappointment into a
ﬁf yesterday,

e laughter and triumph of tomc



mandate?

. vision?

uman nature an empty dream, a
f human goodness,

in this age of wanton and wast
ge century when anarchy was lc
ghter of innocents continues »
ws talk of human goodness,
been wounded more grieveously

naked blade of man’s brutality



there also, and in abundant 1

odness be found?

can find it first in our prog

il we feel a compulsion to pre
to excuses ourselves and make
re few evil-doers in all the w
ters, or corrupt politicians,
ustify themselves as somehow v

point to some things that they
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ds we are doing.

beating at the doorway of our
f added beauty, of greater me:z
he spirit within us seeks the
ble -- no matter what our achi

bility mirrors and essential v

1, we can discover evidence of
people’s dreams but also in tt
meanness, but they can also =

to anger,



y care.
h her virtually all the time,
favorite stuffed animals and
he clinic for treatments, or &
on the beach...The doctors tel
showers on Irene will Keep he
s happy about that...He rememk
that they will drink from one
or sweet...He doesn’t forget t
pledge I made then," he write

11 keep it as long as I live.™
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rly made ocur own,
have been defeated,
e been ridiculed,

e been made to suffer

so we did not make that cause

we almost spoke, but ultimate
s its price and we were loath
alling us, and the clean winds

agh our lives;



© higher and to nobler strivir
to the dephths of the sea

o do better in the year ahead.
of yesteryear into the victori

eebleness new strength will cc

ve capacity of man is limitles
onstrated over and again in 1i
atic and moving instance I knc

drawn from recent history...



the Jew, and they certainly di
d.

many re-armed,

epared to conquer once again.

ays of the Munich Putsch and k
group of Nazis determined to &
the death of the peace-maker.

sinated...the assasin was appr

llowing his funeral,



with his version of the Nuren

their dreaded fate, three you
scape to Africa by joining the
sh the prospect.

hardships that they would be n
st of the Legionaires were cri
of civilization.

rd reports of wirulant anti-se
n Scylla and Carybdes, between

a, they determined on the Legi
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ed a profound interest in Jud:

r was over, even though their
terminated, he gave them thei)
oined them to return to their
& bad him farewell, did they ¢
m burning within them these m:
' this kindness? why this cons:
s compassion?

t explained:

i killed Walther Rathenau, and



live from the fulness of the
e can heed it.

O once, we can do so over and
lives we dream to live

ge and generous,

adventurous,

at in the scope of their desir
imagination,

s-as an act of faith,

us in forgiveness,

triumphant over setback and ¢



hem to the empyrean of lasting

out us human beingsis
unhews rock of our unformed 1li

the possibility of something

ews believe.
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perestroika. Let there be nc
fon, not by a successful count
'onspirators were clumsy, but
2 had the courage to resist.

is imperiled, Jews invariably
ts defense. During the early
thile Gorbachev was made hosta
. in the streets of Moscow,, t
rella body of Jewish organiza
called on all Jewish communi
iinistration and to join in th
unconstitutional coup."

ideed, the very first casualty
hevsky, a Jew. He was shot i
) mount a tank advancing on th
iilding. Two others, non-Jews
ydox Church, died with him =--
* the treads of that tank. Th
n the same day. They were eu



telling case in point, we car
longress to approve the loan ¢
irgently requires for the tas}
its.

» what we Jews have always dor
1at is to strengthen our synac
ingredients of our people’s wc

the Shulchan Aruch, synagogue
point of the city...higher ti
ings.™

jh point of the city," for the
ipal landmark for our Jewish ¢
rneys. Only the synagogue, w:
3, can provide those childhoo
>ple will return and recommit
ses that tug them away. Only
teachers and rabbis and schol:
from among our children a res



or not, is the 21st year that
y family worship with you for
2 children grow up in this pla
suld lcok at them year after y
2 in the first row

then and fidgeting still --
nted on how much they had chan
s when we first came here

two or three to eight years o

rown up.



solace
first but growing stronger in
mes with the gift of memory..

ve live they too shall live,
» now a part of us as we remem

fou who have worshipped here o
it my habit to devote at least
; day sermons each year to ‘in
ts of the day as they affect t
{ippur, God willing, will be o

less, of course, some other cr
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ning in terror at sight of the
1ster by these masks...

= come true.

incidentally, was greater than
@ sure...and three score injur
a thousand people had to be p

r 4,000 were made homeless by
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refused to be caught in his sn

share in the gulf wvictory, at
r1ed to the advancing American

minefields were manufactured

sly accurate smart bombs

ched with amazement on televis

reloped by the Jewish state’s

raelis shared our of relief th

sus enemy was defanged,
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history of the Jews is almost
the world, but from a peculiar
history seen from the viewpoi

learned to see the great even

sective of those who are exclu
who are under
ill-treated..
oppressed and

>m the perspective of those wh

, there was justified relief a



sthed Saddam Hussein’s vast ars

latively moderate Arab governm

i to or are toppled by the str

veaponry is likely to be turne

risk militarily...it is also
3 is over, our administration
has other allies in the Midle

might just be able to do do w



arld is a comedy to those who
1 tragedy to those who feel."
the Bush-Baker analysis -- an
my several visits to the oval
this year -- that the heart of
1e plight of the Palestinians.
L else will fall into place.
saption this!

rael had never been created,

in history out of the ashes of



[ e mmma o m m mmm S ——

8 will be productive, but we a
se negotiations nothing can be

was always been seen as offer
ty for Arab-Israeli talks...

: opportunity has now been sei

;, though, and many concur,

t so much he danger of further
1g‘s, that impelled a Syria to

the negotiating table.
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rella body of Jewish organizat
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in the struggle "against the u

Eirst casualty of this struggl

2 head while mounting a tank a



in other universalist cause of
Revolutions of 1917 and 1905,
Revolutions of 1848,

which Jews participated and b
their hopeful expectations so

5 in need of a scapegeoat.

ren, in the Russia of today?

2 joy of the momentary victory

re holds peril as well as prom



is concerned, there are also t
f democracy in Russia puts the
tracks-- and that is good.

, how quickly the spoilers of
PLO, embraced the leaders of
tore the status quo ante when
»ne against the other.

if the center holds.

centrifugal forces of ethnic

to the Jewish state.



zome our people’s haven of ref
2 in the world which Jews can
rictive barriers,

2 ever elusive entry permits.

inued to stream in, planeload
¢ errupted and the missiles fl
there to greet them as they d

am with gas mask, alas, but al

rescue Ethiopian Jewry.

r black co-religionists air-1li
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ary reason to be supportive of
L at the wonders of that amazi
1ievements of construction, ag
jeneration and relccation of o
orld;

democratic oasis in a harsh 1
talism;

vhole Jewish tapestry from cou
culture;

» face of continuing warfare a
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point of the city...
any of the city’s buildings..
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jogue seves as the principal 1
children on their homeward jou
2 with its schools and camp ne
»od memories to which our chil
themselves

the many forces that tug them
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ur minds. All other places are viewed
iwary sojourn in our escape from the
ic Judaism.

ling, even damaging, is that we might
ckness and shallowness as religious
e, if Orthodoxy alone is what Reform
our task ultimately is hopeless. No
matter how successful our temples,
te, rebellious offspring. Why, then,
+ music? Why even open the books?
rately and openly. We conceive of
itic faith. This is what Judaism was
» encounters with Christendom, and
wdification process of our Dark Ages.
1d, when Moses visited the Academy
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ar was the spread of intolerance and hatred
blaming lews forallegedly pushing the U1.S.
ents for “linkage” often serve as a cover for
of discrimination against American citizens
mination are equally repugnant and must be

agogues and churches are uniguely situated
notional needs of their congregants. Many
services, some toraise needed funds to assist
i the light of Soviet and Ethiopian aliyah, of

d impact on the programs of the UAHC in
's Depariment of Synagogue Management
ow to improve security, Our Department of
naterials on the meaning of shalom and the
les a just war. Our Interreligious Affairs
logue with Christian church bodies on the
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ich normally sends more young people to
vish organization in America, is revising
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Zionist movement, brought a leadership
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irael will absorb 1 million Soviet immigrants

:nt of these immigrants, including the childre
ewish, are not considered Jews according to
:ns of thousands, will share the fate of the Jex
100ls, celebrating Jewish festivals, serving ir
juirements of Orthodox conversion, the rabbi
srael's borders. Given the sheer numbers of
rement from ritual observance, the conversioi

nt must find a realistic solution, and fast. Od
to the margins of society, becoming a caste ¢
inate, in struggling with the dilemma of inter
n Jewish identity that is as relevant in Israel :
: "The child of either Jewish parent is under
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ne alone was followed. Perhaps more to the
nothers is never questioned. Moses, for exa
priest; yet her children were considered Jews.
Asenath, daughter of a priest of On; her chil
ish children receive the blessing that they be
»h and a non-Jewish mother!

1e Torah and rabbinic law hold the male line :
ood. Whether one is a cohen or a levi depen
he father is good enough to bequeath the pri
wishness? Reform has concluded that he is;

or Israel's rabbinate to admit that Judaism all
stom. The most authentic interpretation, I bel
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with our own eyes.

# of Night, then was the re

union, the great homecoming of
of Jews from the Soviet Union
8 flow, tomorrow's flood.

1 years of modern Israel's b
ts of pure vindication, mome
ared and the elemental reason
'k and pure relief. The mass i
Ly 1950s, from the displaced P
h Africa; years later, Operati
Wws; now, Operation Exodus, pe
! Soviet Jews ingathered, welc

mselves, the new freedom means
e far from the quickening cu
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on to the danger of seekin
political purposes. The homet
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:he partnership with enthusiasn
ts are being exploited by part
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