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honorary life trusteeship, a distinction rarely granted and only
singular service to our religious community. And so, I do not fee
place endeared to me by memory and by affection.

Tndead Tetand an thic nulnit exactly two years ago this week-end,
|l a good job. Your Temple has flourish
well as in the depth of its programmii
ch gifts of mind and spirit too. Thus m

ubstance of my commentary, I want tc
nt of the day. It is of legendary dimens

cue of Ethiopian Jewry. . . 14,000 of ou
+ Tel-Aviv, from a primitive society to
a matter of 48 hours. What a remarka
the history of modern Israel.

The Reform movement played a modest role in these events.
doctors to Ethiopia, volunteers from our congregations, several 1
care for our fellow Jews in that blighted land. And one of our Ri
members spent this past year in Addis Ababa to help in the w
Stein was on the last plane leaving Ethiopia for Ben Gurion a
week-end to render his report to our Board.

Clearly, Israel must be given virtually all of the credit for pavin
oper
us a
Jewi
occa;

This
righs
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vill

are

€11 I1allo1nal origin or race. 1 elplidslize vile wora race, 1or as Al
- - quoting William Safire, I believe - - this is the first time in
were taken from one continent to another not in chains, but in

1 to be supportive of Israel, and offer what we can, we American
1aven’t given nearly enough. The ingathering of Soviet and
ive turn of Jewish history. It is unthinkable that we will allow
3 shrivel, that we will allow ourselves to be remembered as the

in its grasp - - and then let go of it.

we must buttress our synagogues, thi
aquired by the struggle for our collectiv

ject for tonight: the eondition of our re

bout the state of Reform Judaism to
from a quantitative point of view.

nay still be in the minority, but taking the North American
ave emerged as the predominantly fastest-growing synagogue
Canada, Reform has made a steady advance, growing from the 4
the Canadian Council was formed, to the 23 Reform temples it



In last week’s Torah portion, beha’alotecha, Moses seeks reliet f:
and is instructed to gather seventy of Israel’s elders to help him
and Medad, though not of the seventy, nonetheless receive God’

ecstacy” in the camp. Joshua asks Moses to jail the two, but Mo
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, says Reform Judaism!

uding women.

uding gay and lesbian Jews.

uding families in all of their new consti
uding the intermarried, and Jews-by-c
ir bound and the disabled in body and ¢

red among our responsibilities, and ths
invisible, we only render ourselves blir
ves to isolation. Reform has resolved 1
1on.

But more than a numeric growth marks our advance. There h
Reform Jewish literacy and spirituality that is unfolding at the ;
discipline in the performing of the mitzvot; a renewed appreciati
greater interest in Judaism’s classical texts. More and more ]
view our movement not as a form of minimalism, but as a Ju
passionate heart.

Obviously, there is a need and an opportunity for greater progre
mor
and
a he

rad:

Mos
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xymoron, who think that “piety” and “Reform” are mutually

uch a self depreciating mindset. The bearded Jew, pouring over
nehow remains the normative Jew in our minds. All others are
es. The Judaism of the shtetle, with its thick walls of halachah
y somehow remains the homeland in our minds. All other places
rary sojourn where we can escape the demands of an allegedly

o troubling, even damaging, is that we
shallowness as religious Jews. For if
eform Jews are intent on reforming, t
reat our numbers, no matter how succ
, rebellious offspring. Why, then, even
the books?

. Judaism should not be viewed ani

nost. Do we stand before the maste

contrast to the masterworks of his «

rvel at the inspirited way Van Gogh r

cand cumpdr;ition to create a new chanue: v access w uwie v uu.
| brush and canvas - - but their animating spirits were unique.

sts tradition, deliberately, openly so. We conceive of Judaism as
aith. But, my friends, this is what Judaism always was before it
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accordance with the demands of the time. Halachah ran into

in modern times, when the rabbis no longer considered t

interpret the law freely. This absence of a vigorous proces;

following the Emancipation gave rise to the Reform moveme
0.

“turbulent” days - - this era of unsur)
- as impactful as any since the Sinai
efore, still be considered open for in
evision? Reform answers the questior
more than any other contemporary sti
ige that the greatest number of mo
» that speaks - - to name but one of o
en in the religious life and then sets
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holiness with a rigid immobility. For us, the Jewish traditio
Century Poland, but is an ever evolving faith.

Look and see; how many of our reforms, at first deemed so radi
to most of our fellow Jews. Indeed, our most recent innovations k
least in the American Jewish community.

Outreach is a novum no longer . . . everybody else is doing
Rec
age
join
lanc

As -
lait;



oment, that we are unauthentic in our

yend our convictions to appease our dei
1l please them. In any event, such chs
litical for religious judgments and tk

ject the concept of protective mimic
r by becoming what we are not - it will

es and lose our distinctive character.
re us trade it in for a tinsel imitatior
). And we owe ourselves that self res
and our most cherished beliefs.
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about the state of Reform Judaism todz
- from a quantitative point of view. Our
, five more will be admitted at our Bo:
des alone, our membership rolls have b
re some contractions here and there, i
1 to the south, from the east to the west
ouseholds have been added to our temp
:r one hundred and fifty, nearly two 1|
id if Jewish sociologists are to be believ
uring the years ahead, for their stud:
lews inclines to identify itself almost exc

anks comes in the face of a general decli
sh community. There has been a slow a
there appears to be some gaining amon
15t be seen against the virtual crumblir
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intermarried couples in which the womé
ally. These children, numbering tens of |
: speaking Hebrew, attending Israeli scl
army. But unless they yield to the st
- rabbinic courts will bar them from man
r size of the Soviet Jewish immigration
- ritual observance, the conversion opti
there is an awakening interest among
This is why they too are urging that
't immigrants, matrilineal and patrilineal
the first challenge to the Reform synag
: and passionate recognition of Judaism :
appease our detractors, never to think-
lly Jewish. For us, Judaism is a flower
zanism that draws nourishment from tho:
ible stem full of sprouts and buds; not «
it flourishes anew in each generation.



il consciousness. Religious moralists
ttention to the homeless who are huddlec
-and E.L. Doctorow from library booksh
" and the failure of public education in
"genocide" and equal rights for women :
" monies from the bloated military budg
lies.

narrowing of religious concerns, Reform
€ holding open the door of the Jewis
he voices of the prophets still echo, dro

Here then is the third challenge to the
neration of Jews for whom there is nc
" and the world of Jewish devotion; w
nderstanding that tikkun olam, the sear
1e quest of Judaism.
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tc: the contrary nnmthstandlng, the per
ised society. Too many intermarried cou
r. Too many still feel the sting of reje
in a manner in which two religious traditi
o focus. Conversionary marriages are p
some communities--as in Boston--only 7
of the non-Jewish partner to Judaism.
10t just to invite the non-Jewish partners
to gain their acceptance of Judaism.

nagogue’s outreach should not be limited
who are unaffiliated. We may well tak
ct remains that there is one segment ¢
ving at an even faster rate than we are
ied with either Orthodoxy or Conservatis
identification with our people and who
it studies suggest that of thﬂse druppm
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¢ a sustaining faith. What does this meai
newed emphasis on Jewish education. 2
: of Jewish study for adults, as well as an
d that includes a steady increase in the m
e 23 of them now sustained by individ
in concert. Look at the unvarnished re
we encounter in our schools and camp
Their growth as Jews has been stunted b
f American Jews and its accompanyi
sh maturing has been stunted also by
cial conscience in our children and be cor
to sum up the whole Torah, as did F
s, but without adding his injunction to "

irit cannot be bound with the band-aic
. a more extensive and intensive educati
ne Jewish study, at the very least for th
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eservoir of Jews on which they will be
s hence? Who will provide the State of
ews? The answer in every case, of cour
mps and seminaries and multitudinous e
iin.

uttress the synagogue and our union

together as one family, has made us whs
overwhelmingly predominant synagogue
ind, thus, a primary guarantor of our pe



1e¢ many people who labored so

evening be,

skill and spirit led to its su
sir names and they are listed

serb diner possible.

rank particularly

1, the trusted and energetic A
Council,

, who led this region with dis

renders stellar service in ou



spans the decades.

ted by tears of joy and sorrow

this companionship as well.
ster was the physical and spir
too sprang.

sared to me by memory and by a

are, now nearly two score year
rabbi, untested and uncertain,

Lois took me under their wings



for him.

- in one fell swoop.

sm a somewhat greater distance
1is business ventures with a 1
J.Baker shoe store in town in
tlet, rather smallish by prese
mother, Gertrude,

3 the lone cash register at th
inder Sherm’s dauntless direct

at became two, the two four,
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2 the easiest means of serving
stitutions of human love

them material support while o
¢, that most burdensome and ye
tutional tasks:

ey,

and scrapes together those ma

which spiritual ends simply c

re of Sherm’s being, there is

good and kind.
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ran bitter, when it ran seet,

neaning to the words: husband,
* * *

i not tell you that Sherman di

's tribute.

nor relishes such open flatte

favorably to our pleadings

he saw this evening as a mean

that has been central to his

turing of our people’s spiritu



yus Action Center concerning w

ne of the activities which Pau
je in the task of coalition bu
1er civic and religious groupi
slethora of pressing issues

rld peace to national-health c

sedom of choice in abortion to

Jewish relations in a variety

1e Hispanic community,
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a current self-contradiction,
in a time when the revival of
7/ led to a narrowing of ethic
ks peek into our bedroom windo
the homeless who are huddled
drive Anne Frank and E.L. Doc
but fail to address the probl
»f public education in our cou
decry abortion as "genocide™

Ei-family, "



slammed shut once again.

2 all all read with a wonder a
Jewry...14,500 black Jews eva
thievement that was.

ninant player in this sphere..
ices the Joint Distribution co
Ribikoff here so ably serves].
also claim some small role.

2 sent doctors to Ethiopia

rom our congregations, several



is world, is indeed the quest

sortant?

1 for the sake of goodness?

1l for morality’s sake?

2 linked to Judaism, to any re

=t human behavior with divine

rides us with an answer, for i
reform movements which themse
15 that were supposed to free

laved them instead:;



aving Jew, ethics and religion

2 shown you only one surface
splendored prism that is our
sur countless efforts to stren

»f our strength to live as Jew

always that for our people.
ace where Jews are made,

jividual soul and the communit

nat there will be a Jewishly e

10



Pmm— v am S — ———— -

ining that cause which is cent

communal service.

E of our far-flung constituenc
> are not assembled with us th
1 with this first striking of

zads:

ave too much wall-space in you
rave room to put this medallio

at you with a gift:

11
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t. I really love Tthls guy - -
it is true that whatever good
large measure to him, his ener
nth of his human approach and
i inspires his splendid staff,
1em.

@ due to that well-matched tez
is function. Alan Belinkoff,

ily perseverant in the pursuit
L friend, champion of rabbis,

ragogue and its supportive ins
as well as the two honorary c
3o0ldman - - who broke the grou
¢ in vain. Their harvest is r
every passing year. Thus may

coming here this night. It i
us your strength. In return,
t the cause which your presenc
while.



1T They als0 Uunderstand that dJ
for good but that it also reg
:rvance and worship have becomn
their lives, and their home h
’3lace of spiritual as well as

igogue affiliation is Reform,
leshness is scarcely narrow. 1T
svery kind and stripe. They r
1, whatever be their self-defi
live.

then, Mark and Peachy are Refc
:isent Reform Judaism at its be
1g the kind of activism and cc
1s community.

» say that they are otherworld
1gels walking about in human £
-y much human, even earthy at

: that he is, and raconteur, t
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ught the issue of intermarriag
ning and into the house of st
e house of prayer itself.

wider range of our activitie:
h you have received. You can
there is no need for me to m

less, to focus for just a few
of formal and informal educaf
le, to articulate its premise:s
ing goes to the very core of )
L does to ours.

what you call an "easvy" 1issus
nst it. But in Jewish life, r
"easy" too often translates t
the hard choices of resource :
else, we hear it said, too m
ssing concern - - anti-Semitis

samria ~AF Ftrhdamd an Tawsar and
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as Jewish parents, as Jewish |
We need and want to give them
ith to buoy and shelter them :
provide them with a Jewish ci
an alternative to the rat raci

em the gift of the Shabbat, a:
e is more to life than things
here-and-now as well as a tom
oy as well as an ambition rel:

a Judaic context for their s
he sacredness of life - - so !
oments of acute consciousness
1 challenge, they will feel n:

remember . . . " They will .
hare of an ancient tradition °
very corner, every crust. Th

adness not in anguished isola
Tlarstrdiva will fAar rademntinn.



"Yes," and clasp the hands of
ommune with the ages.

ve, Mark and Peachy, and as a
ent you with a gift - it is tc
unveil it and not hold it alc
fted by the Lorelei and Alex C
s and inlaid with mother-of-pe
tting board surface is a plaqu
s - - it is a quotation from

Eat your bread with joy,
r God is pleased with your wor

resented to Peachy and Mark Le
by the

UAHC Pacific Southwest Counci:
May 23, 1991



sart of me is discomfited,
lined to refute them.
1ow that such assertions of hu

sut a camouflage hiding an inn
Pl

il

Wise) [two—faced:<=you really
sciate him...keep it short)

s to the contrary not withstan
for your warm words.

1at your sentiments of regardg

with a full and grateful hear



g ground before them.
¢ in wvain.
rich indeed, more full-sheaved

e !

coming here this night.
you to do so, to lend us your
jive you the assurance that th

resence advances is exceedingl

we delight teo honor tonight ,

»2sibly tell you about them th



1d Reform are not mutually exc
a
benlearned Reform Jew, an obs

1tly believing Reform Jew.

*t for intellect and learning,
yodei sefer, knowledgable Jew
1dy a regular part of their ow
note Jewish literacy and compe

1eir fellow Jews.

thow Jewish things, but they a

»nate and giving.



8 to be,
the kind of activism and comm

Lgous community.

> say that they are otherworld

intg, or even anq'],gg walking a

* human, even earthy at times,
ark, baseball nut that he is,
anted teller of not so saintly

are, full of laughter,
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@ and uniquely responsible 2%c
it of gynagaqueﬁanaqmnt and
Litatﬁﬁ the temples’ administr
re and nurturing/odutreach vent
ive trasformed the mindscape o
ight the issue of intermarriag
1ing and into the house of stu

indeed, into the house of pra

wider range of our activities
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an Jewry,
1d foremost, Istrael’s ongoing

sur resources, they say, on bo

&

-beit,

ssiles, real and metaphorical,

10w the answer:

Lfill the commandment of the S

3 "teach [the words cf the Tor

1," if we expect that prayer t



1ave its boundaries,

r rootlessness eventually lead

cen l&o not suffer from a lack
*ial awareness,

acocious knowledge about the w
suffer is precisely such a ro
vish literacy,

firmative Jewish iﬁentity,

vish substance.

our foremost task as Jewish p



serience those moments as thei
an

to find holiness in every cor

serience their own divine madn

sart and parcel of a collectiv

s]an to provide for our childre
3 educational endeavors. ...
1as hewe created a treasure tr

tians,thﬁacher training materi
x4



t, not with the service of the
ing~that cause which is centra

f communal service.

n even more, when we ourselves

the Torah.

2 a covenant with them tonight
rat marriage proposal that Rab
n falling in love:

1 marry me," she said, "will y

plied:"Yes,"



reads -- it is a guotation from Koneliet:

1id with Jjoy =
leasepwith éaur works.
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1y and MArk Levy

ic Southwest Council A{:_

and receive the applause which you so richly deserve.
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many varied ways, this—the well-being of our smaller congre
dominated his doing; this is the leitmotif of his mission as a leade:

The second person who merits to be mentioned and honored ir

Kahan. He is a cherished colleague, a rabbi who has crownet
lis energies to minister to the special need:
le job he has done. He 1s tireless and t
to his care, that love knows no bounds. B.
ubstance, transforming thought into deed.

:ntion is well-chosen, for it speaks of our s
they are! Let no one think or say otherwise

1d of mine who recently undertook to writ
:all he had placed to one of our Canadian ¢
:ctory in the hope of making contact with 2
he Union’s headquarters in New York and |
per he reached was that of a nursing |
nt was a resident of that home, with m¢
a very typical congregation.” my friend s
interview. 1o the contrary,” I told him.

To the contrary, because 58% of the Union’s member congregatic
less— and they comprise nearly 20% of our nation-wide membe-~
homes, yes, where elderly Jews know how truly life-giving the sn
also exist in community center basements where busy young Jev
Jewish space for themselves and for their children.

Small congregations are found in large and moderate-sized cities
places where the sight of a traffic light let alone an eternal lig

ctranooar



community OI 1mmdaiviauals, €acn or wnom can vitally enricn and

y find no professionals—except on special occasions—to serve
*1s a rabbi. Every member is a cantor, or at least prepared to lead
ry member is a teacher of Judaism.

.al, T call them — must have a vision of what they want to create.
'ye the kind of Jew they mean to make, even as a Michelangelo
1arble before he chipped away the restraining stones.

iessage... and since this message must be «
. but also to the members of this host cong
—Ilet me focus on this vision for a while, a
: vision of the kind of Jew we seek to fas
ing of the elements which go into the maki

s, assuredly, is knowledge. We want our
ning and to become jod'ei sefer, to be
the primary purpose of a congregation’s
it not? The very word “sh’ma™ means “list
mndment to take the "words which | comm
jour children.” Talmud Torah, the study a
vhich the synagogue enshrines.

egational program must be bent to serve tl

wn will its center hold. Jewish education is not limited to the
eans. It must penetrate every other room and activity of the
rayer and study must be intertwined. Conversionary programs
merely the imparting of labels lacking substance. Social action
tage is not probed, its religious motivations left unexplored. In a



True enough, as Reform Jews, we take pride in our openness, our det
rather than exclusive. Just the same, we are not so open that anything
its definitions and not just in the negative sense of what we do not ¢
sense of what we are obliged to do when we claim the name of Reform

do not know or refuse to act upon the kno
tonomy,we insist on the right to choose. Bi
mething we observe it only haphazardly.

ers we make few demands on our constitue
ve substance to the perception that Reform
m anything goes, that this is a place wher
<ed, that we need do little if anything at
perversion of our ideals, a caricature of o
1y give the individual a wide range of cho
hoose nothing whatsoever.

simply not enough. The pure idea, in and «
lans, philosophers, if you will. The truth,
must put on a garp. 1nere must be rite, legend, ceremony—visible form.

To do Jewishly, then, is the second element which goes into the mak
vision of what Jewishness is all about.

But there is a third required element, and some say it is the most imp
Jewishly, to experience one’s Jewishness fully. I speak now of some
identification with other Jews—that is a given. We must feel bound tc
fellow Jews wherever they may be in need. I speak, now rather

consciousness of the holy, which our faith enjoins us to refine: kedo:
adonai clnorhom Re ve halu far T thae T ard vanr (3ad am haly

"WI
Wh
Anc
Has
Has
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‘hed by its essential magic.

yes not allow us to hear... our proneness to consider as real only things
sense, things that can be touched and felt and measured and weighed,
e a worth only to things that are of use, that can be bought and sold,

ality which cannot be perceived by the physical senses alone, and some
1 the capacity to perceive that realm.

, "a primrose by a river’s brim, a yellow
man has a clearer vision and so he finds
1 in everything." For the physisicst, wate
wygen. That is a scientific fact. But is th
| substance of its essence? Shakespeare, as
eet singer found firm faith 'by sull and !
are the scientific formulae of the laboratory

eality beyond those worlds perceived by t
wre life’s gifts that have no practical worth |

ng of grass.

nd sky.

t wonder of the might.
ings in the air."

v our world is, when we measure its gifts by their usefulness alone,
nile: We take a hold of "peacock’s feathers to tickle one another, While
sential charm".



Some among these smaller congregations are our institutional prog
movement, our communal grandparents as it were. We must guaran
their resources, the custodianship of their cemeteries, the appropriate
klei kodesh their torah scrolls, and eternal lights, and other holy ve
wrill mavia ha fAarcnttan in ~Ur n'lid'\l

owing younger congregations, they are th
acational and religious resources, for whicl
1d ultimately add their strength to ours.

are taught:

ouse higher than a synagogue,
may be forced to lower it.”

nent, our corporate person, have no higher
igues, whatever be their size.

He, in whose image we all of us are mad
wding within a minyan of 10, within a cor
mignty temple oI 3,uuvu or among the 600,000 at the foot of Mou
individual heartbeat. As a family of congregations, we should strive to
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minded O Them.
s are sweet, indeed.

m with you, when I see your s
mpse of our future and I like

m and those who lead you,
rectors, both local, regional

at the beautiful promise inhe
fulfilled during the year anc

it is my task to focus on you
+ Fulfilling the Vision"

iat initial phrase for a momer
+ Hand in Hand"

| hands, is it not.

:h which comes from joining ir



ble.
the invisible ethers of the &
rikes and it congeals into a

ps in the form of gentle rair

he earth, the tiny droplet of
ine of the rocks from whose ¢
h and trickles down untol its
leak as itself.

r weakness to form the rivule

while it flows, unti it meets



immigration
lomelessness and Diseas,

1:1 Relations

4 of an hour, including the
1d.

*ted and one thrid of that tir

the four to two,

wrscoring that we have a two 1

Lt — ,
_,.-.--""I e T e

> be good Jews...
>u to be good human beings,

1ize that as Jews we have an «
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ided us that agression still

nations must be ready to res.

ses of the allied armies may !
lief, a brief lifting of the :
y a door beyond which lies de
danger.

1x put it: It disn’t over unti
z2joice.

Lf victory were assured.

ien to do so even then.



vaded the Rhineland,
nexed the Sudetenland,

ave been no World War II with
of our people, six million J
t have gone up in wisps of sm
turned to blackened ashes.
hting now,

nfinitely greater bloodshed i

ubt about that!

an his climb to power



ays...we know it now.

iven substance to our dread.
and Jerusalem but a week ago,
nich I can never forget:
Tel Aviv and Jerusalem.
servies wrapped in a tallit
sk on his forehead where t’fi
n terror at sight of their pa
by these masks" (NYTimes)

come true.



?
" don’t fall into his snare..

cries otherwise.

o we not bleed?

risk militarily...it is also
e.

done everything in its power
ainst Israel.

kes were against the Western

alas abortive, to neutralize
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frantic weeks before Operatio
nto Operation Desert Storm
no longer vetoed resolutions
hem

the effort to appease our ne

rants most of them,
of the free world and the Un
yria harbor the killers of Am

the terrorists who brought d
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eak.

ned toward Irag and likely wo
solution had been embraced b
nnounced that he would not co
of Jordanian airspace by Isra
ts to preserve Jordan’s neutr
s airspace inviolate.

skies sacrosanct for Iragi m
1i civilians.

kies are a one-way street: op



and, promising him not to crec

r, Jordan’s legions invaded 1

bank in consequence.
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