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Mel himself deserves much credit for what he is: a highl
our Board. He calls himself a “volunteer,” yet he preside:
Judaism in New York from early in the morning until l¢
less than four days a week. And the rest of the time h
country, tirelessly meeting with our regional and congre

le Union immeasurably in the fise

ous innovative ideas in the progran
adership then renders real. Many
rk — particularly in the area of gair
ogue membership — must be credite
mined leadership.

e daunting, but he met them well.
hest possible standards of leadershij
‘heir names are still honored in our
onald Day, and Matthew Ross — gian
1g us diligently in sensitive and exac

Don Day, will be honored tomorrow night, when we will gi
Bearer of Light award for his lifetime of service to Reform
will accord this prestigious award to the determined yet ¢
the Joint Distribution Committee, Sylvia Hassenfeld, for
the mitzvah of pidyon sh'vuyim, of ransoming the ca
redeeming Jewish lives.

I will have more to say about each of them when I make t
but you ought to acknowledge their presence even now
highest accolade that is ours to confer.



2el at home.

ffective chairman Sharon Silverman and her cochair
ted by our Council Director Morrie Hershman, were able
army of volunteers who labored for nearly two years now
val. We do appreciate their many deeds of human kind-

o our National Convention Committee under the judicious
¢ Levy and his vice-chair, the effervescent Len Teitelbaum,
ted to Arthur Grant, who coordinatc = T

K venlure.

r labor is rich indeed. This will be re
stimulating in content and setting al

The Thrilling Call of Peace

1en this great assembly of Reform J
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*she berated the caller for phoning a

til he identified himsell as the Prin
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* Sadat of Egypt was about to visil oo usaicus, avuud w
's of hatred in order to sow the seeds of peace. Would I
share this historic occasion?

f course, was to be here, among Reform Judaism’s finest.
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he bade him go forth from the place of his birth: Lech-l’
ladtecha..., as we read in today’s Torah portion:

Go forth from your father’s house to the land I will ¢
give it to your offspring as a possession.... And [ w
mrnnt motice ~qd [ will bless you....

lessing, too, so that through you al
ie blessed.

-aham, for we are Jacob, that is to
. It all began with Abraham, who fai
lescendants now feel the shock of st

of recognition, not yet a brotherly er
a strategic turning point in Arab-Isr:
by far than was Sadat's dramatic jo

us to dream great dreams — of Isra

le East, of Jews and Palestinians joi

itinent of tolerance and real freedom,
commerce, and understanding. But such dreams nee
become prophecy. This tender shoot of peace needs caref
come to its full flowering.

Tramplers and wreckers of the peace abound, and its
doubters on these shores than in Israel itself. It is our te
speak up volubly in support of Israel’s policies.

These doubters berate Israel's leaders for taking an u
peace. Arisk it surely is. Israel is trading materiality for



retain the power to unleash destruction in the streets.
peace, the stones and knives of terrorists were scarcely
ts were never silenced. Those who would rely on force
to quell the intifada: repression, killings, war, the arbi-
mass deportations, collective punishment, even counter-
ailed.

state of affairs to fester also carried its risks. The status
dless conflict. Occupation was corroding the Jewish and
of the State. It sapped the nation’s morale and spent its

0 take the risk lor peace than now?

command of the peace process, with
1ieir military mastery, and with securit
es Menachem Begin accepted at Ca
understand that the real threat they

n but the rampaging golem ol Moslen
f Jews to Israel from Ethiopia and th
aphic contest the Palestinians had ex

that we must speak up, loudly ai
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than counter the doubters of the pe .

“lluence in the political arena to make certain that the
rael will also be met. Not the least among these is the
b boycott.

at rapid regional economic expansion is the only cement



Arab markets to Israel’'s business enterprises. It effecti

national companies from investing or locating their plan

the boycott is nothing short of an act of naked aggre

sphere, and, therefore, it contravenes and threatens to

toward political accommodation. This warfare, too, mus
‘h is enough!

it, I would like this Assembly to go o
American Embassy to Jerusalem. T
he confidence of Israelis as they venfi
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ced last on the peace agenda. Still, |
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ut in practice — to assure free acce:

sy in Tel Aviv is an aberration that u

T land, we respect the city chosen by
cial seat of their government. Why, 'ma’an Hashem, e
Israel's decision in these matters also demand respect?

Jerusalem was never ever the capital of an Arab nation.
as Israel's capital long before the Six Day War, a score
modern Jewish state was born. Indeed, it became the
Jewish people earlier still, in the time of our mille
Generation after generation of our people cried aloud: L’s
layim, as they turned in their prayers to Jerusalem, eve:
away from Jerusalem to Mecca.
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. that is ours as North American Jews, which may appear
ist said, although it does not. I speak of our need to rec-
we are more than just a part of Israel, that our commu-
wn identity, integrity, and value, and that it is our sacred

then them.

un this to American Jews, who for too long have been
if it were a dialysis machine, a scientific marvel that keeps
Somehow we must absorb two apparentlv contradictary

> a worth and value as Jews indept
ae to love and support Israel. If we 1
take it as an excuse to cut themselve
f the second, we will never know whe
1 fig leal to cover our own nakedness.
on that says Judaism equals Zionisr

rael, we have become largely a one-is
'ws the Land of Israel remains the so
le state has become a synagogue ar
erations and loundations view trips
inuity, a panacea for the multiple p
nd assimilation that beset us.

arable harm when we allow this to £_
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sist almost entirely of a vicarious participation in the life
reater Israel that sustained our Jewishness through the
dispersion. It is not isomorphic with the political state.
rael that we must nurture if we — and it — are to endure.
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And while she surely had many more urgent tasks at he
us almost every waking hour of our visit, as if she needed
emanated from our companionship.

And as we left, this is what she said:

Assembly.

you return to your communities, I wi
and give us more material support.

sure. Nor will [ ask you to rally mc
hose countries in which you live. You
nt measure. [ will ask you, rather, {
nd to buttress your synagogues and
for Jewish survival is fought not

irael but in every synagogue and i
world.

s the contribution to Israel that was
s and Jewish schools. They are the
the struggle for Jewish continuity.
did well to choose “lifelong learning

But as we all know, in Judaism “learning” does not mear
texts — all well and good. It means applying the text to I

our lives.

“Which is greater, study or action?” debated the rabbis
concluded, “but only when it leads to action.” Study wh

to our “going forth,”

or, as this phrase has been interpret

our “going within,” a “going to ourselves” — going deep 1



chudah Ha-Nasi. It is rather an ideological reference. It
v worldview, Abraham stood alone on one side while the
> other, across from him.

alone but can depend upon the guidance of outstanding
d women. I have already spoken of the rich human cap-
y leadership.

also blessed with a professional lead-——-"*"~ -~~~
teachers, and administrators, cantc

hers. “"He learned the Torah all by I
abbah. We, by contrast, have the |
have the Judaic as well as the pe

tzibur in Abraham’s time. He himse
'ship. And Scripture does not record
ed in his prayers.

lity, on the other hand, has talented

ng our pravers soar on high. They ]

l[ﬁ[’ﬂling the l'.enl]'i-l]i]:f of 1r;."lirling Al uie LUl UL vacicu
ole played by the Conference of Cantors itself.

n wholeheartedly, because my travelings about the coun-

it where the music is rich and, above all, participatory,
like a well-watered carden: hinit where it ie nnt cervicea



our world with rapture, like Jacob awakening at Bethel:

Mah nora hamakom hazeh, ein zeh ki im beit Elo
hashamayim.

How full of awe is this place.... Surely this is non
and this the gateway to heaven.

:l." Alas, that role sometimes calls |
apply! Thus did the Chasidim tell «
chak of Berdichev was about to be b
ence of this soul on earth would bri
eupon God comforted the Accuser b
a rabbi, and, thus, too busy with cc
wl and evil.”

uer than ever. With less authority |
ur rabbis are, nevertheless, called 1
a few rabbis, this multiplicity of roles
at has led to tragic, unethical involvi
fession and the trust of our congreg

I know that these matters rest primarily in the hands of tl
Committee. But let it not be forgotten that congregations a
I, therefore, urge that a tripartite Task Force be convene
Institute, the Conference, and our Union to develop an .
these vexing problems. In particular, Rachel Adler’s insig
made in the Spring issue of the CCAR Journal, for tool:
education, training, and careful supervision should co
implementation. A bill of rights for congregants also nee



I's ordination as the first woman in Jewish history to be

dination was a revelatory experience for us all. 1 don't
gical sense of the word “revelation,” but rather in its more
L revealed truth, a truth that once absorbed seems obvi-
ers past ideas irredeemably flawed, a truth that makes
truth so obvious that when it brands us, we are forever
mger revert to obsolete frames of reference that held us in

such a revelation for with it, two tho
llapsed. With well over 200 HUC-J
binate, with many times more servin;
id administrators, it now seems oby
should serve in every realm of religio
nsformed the synagogue and Jewish

se disingenuous for me to suggest t
compli, that the sexist practices of tl
1d have ceased to be. They have not!
ey persist.

joing reluctance of certain large cong
ior posts.

ary inequities between male and female rabbis that still

, in the incidences of sexual condescens1on that under-
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Our Torah, in its wisdom, adduces a like perception. Fo

moments of encounter between God and Abraham — al

this week’s sidrah — it is only during the third that the 1

Abraham and that the woman Sarai is renamed Sarah.

thin thivd mact b-ceqfgrmative encounter? God promises
[ Canaan, as an everlasting posse
d’s miraculous promise that Sarah,
m. For the first time, Judaism becc
passed on from generation to general
ire and to which we aspire but a sm:
1d soul.

esson resonates meaningfully and pe
the way our children serve as bonds
ate it or not, whether they admit it
for instruction and they provoke us
ence.

'ho dare to teach must never cease t«
wicar utcu w rwnau vur obligations to our children. We |
study, scanned this or that book, attended this or that ser

Intense and effective as these may be, they are not sufficier
in the final analysis, the authenticity of the Reform move
far as our own Jewish knowledge and commitment. The
whereas Reform ideology has winning appeal for an e
Jews— attracted by our egalitarianism, our social activisr
sense of Judaism — nonetheless, the sketchiness of Jewis
tice of too many of our congregants undercuts the credib



- Commission of Jewish Education and its principal part-
Conference, the College-Institute, as well as NATE, to
hensive program and to develop those instrumentalities
se. Together, let us bring to an end this era of intermit-
'wish study. The integrity of our movement demands it.
become a precondition for leadership in our congrega-
i

dation in the realm of Jewish education will not find such
', because [ have spoken of this ma - ’
akers — none at least within our own
mnservative Rabbi Harold Schulweis 1
st year, by all reports with splendid :

the Stepping Stones project adoptec
ago, which called for the developn
-ogram to children of unaffiliated mi
ague Steven Foster in Denver, this p:
:nded to a half-score communities tt

ing Stones be just an Outreach tool’
f mixed-married couples? Why not «
of all who are unaffiliated and not ju

me, therefore, fortify my reflections with a tormal propos-
ms suspend those rules that restrict religious school to
nembers; that the doors of our schools be open to all, free
year, the only requirement being that parents also attend
s at regular intervals.



The Role of the Non-Jew in the Sy:

I make my call for an intensified commitment to Jewis}

any feeling of impending peril but more in the confic

Ahraham heeded GGad's call to go forth. There was no par
, no weapons at his back. There wa
is heart.

\braham as a leader in flight, both tl
speak of his ease, his confidence, an
Talmud admires as a tool of cor
1e text, "would bring people into his
em, and then convert them in order
chinah, of God’s Presence.” Hospital
e spirit in which I made my call for {
aking to have Jewish identity deter:
ernal line.

these efforts have been! We brou
s oo savas s oo 0Uld-be converts who felt deeply hu
born Jews; to parents who sought to bring to an end the
their initial spurning of the non-Jewish spouse so that t
relationship with their grandchildren; to adult children -
who felt Jewish in every way yet were denied a place on
on. These and more were the painful stories that we heas
on.

Only recently did I receive again such a communicat

Holocaust survivor who was applauding our ongoing ads
My earreannndent waae the danichter nf a .Teuwrieh father as



| with Jewish blood?

have enabled such people to make their way from the
It is a process of mutual t'shuvah. By easing the pain

>w,” the intermarried Jew, or the Jew-by-choice, we are

turn, to connect. And in their returning, through their
—.on us to a fuller consciousness of our own Jewish iden-

5 of Outreach has also raised some thorny issues for syn-
ny interfaith couples join our congre
the temple has become a critically p

: mind on this subject, although the
wciples. Everyone is agreed that we s
iting the warm hospitality of Abraha
1e¢ also concurs that boundaries nee
wve to embrace Judaism if both Jew a
d. more serious still, that such a bl
ation of our faith.

it offend non-Jdews who make our ho

ise barriers” for them. as the excelle

ur Commission on Jewish Outreacl

nonstrate a healthy pride in who w 3

who join us, provided, of course, that the lines are dis-
1tly applied, and clearly communicated.

t where ought those lines be drawn? This is where opin-
5 very sharply.



serve. yYou see, 1 consider all ot our synagogue committ
fundament of Reform to affirm that the decisions of a s
about tikkkun olam are as intrinsic a part of Judaism as t
al committee regarding tefilah? Is a budget committee, fi
laden with a potential for holiness than teaching the
- category ol committee membership,

stter serve those congregations that ¢

ber within the committee structure.

is in the realm of religious ritual, rat
. passions run most high. There see
)00 against non-Jews touching a To
nal or halachic underpinning what
ble to ritual uncleanness, ein m'kab
ndle it. Indeed, the doyen, the dear
at Rabbi Solomon Freehol, deemed it
an aliyah, suggesting only that a sp
ise “thou hast chosen us from amon
nge from the lips of someone who |

Still, the Mishnah tells us, “you must appear justified bef
as before God.” Perhaps even the purely emotional reac
respect, rooted as they are in our tumultuous social hist

Now while non-Jews do not resent restrictions in the re
even membership, when it comes to life-cycle ceremonies
mitzvahs, they are more sensitive, infinitely more likely
boundaries that we draw seem less an assertion of Jev
and more an invasion of personal space, that is to say, t



nitzvahs, I believe that the non-Jewish parents or part-
to participate in a manner virtually identical to that of
uld maximize their roles as parents of a Jewish child and
e of Jewish spirituality.

. should never be violated by our desire to be inclusive.
wording of specific tefilot would place the role of sheliach
of non-Jews. But in all other ritual matters — the offer-
1, the lighting of candles, the recitation of the Kiddush,
, ves, the handling of a Torah scroll — we should strive to
: as a “house of prayer for all people
create a hedgerow around our Judai
f our motivation and not use ritual
ces, conscious or unconscious, his

my personal views. [ soberly realiz
v Reform temples and their rabbis -
y Jews. Although when [ see the wic
it I am only slightly left of center. P
option of my views. What I am urg
cision-making process, a process th
goals, express its heart, give tradition
y through its ritual life.

is the voice of the congregational rabbi. He or she is most
s the integrity of Judaism from the demands of fashion.
ho is best equipped to read the landscape of an individ-
now where to draw the boundaries. He or she is the one
by subconscious forces. The rabbi’s convictions, there-
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file joint income tax returns, and to share in the benefits
assigns to married couples. And let us at the same time
own institutions, the College-Institute, the Conference
Union, too, will make benefits for staff, including heal
availahla ta dav and leshian partners and their children.

e concept that we are one family.

10ugh gay men and women were des:
fellow congregants, our friends and
. both professional and lay. Some ol
ughters and sons. Ours is a commi
2 Jewish people, for all Jews and not

120 Years of Re-forming Judaism

1is commitment has been the raison
ngregations. Yes, 120 years. Founde
age limit our Torah sets as a life sp:
o Moses, “his eyes undimmed and his
in the land of Moab. We now begin a new cycle of life, an
fitting and proper that we mark this birthing hour of renex
new name. Like Abram becoming Abraham and Sarai bec
must adopt a new name in order to go across, to deliver
generations.

But what’s wrong with our present name? It has served
years. So why discard it?

Well, to begin with, the name Union of American Hebrew



important to me, the word “Reform” does not appear in
, and yet it is precisely this adjective that defines our
us the religion of choice for American Jewry.

this Assembly to initiate a process that will lead to the
nate designation to be considered at our next Biennial.
10w our Hebrew prophets to be separated from our Jewish
longer accept a name rooted in nonacceptance. We are
v is a union of Jewish congregations committed to reform.
1 ring out with a clarity of purpose. ™ ~* -~ bt o
: and what we intend to be.

Judaism and World Renewal

wersionary bent.” This is the spirit
rogram fifteen years ago. It is a prc
rties.  The investment we have mac
1 North American Jew — has produc
n for our movement. But the most
‘ought in the hearts of our brothers :
through the portals of Outreach anc
s of Abraham.

men and these women, who have, w_______ ... _.... _.._.

entirety of Jewish experience — the exile, the longing,
— are the ones who have most fulfilled the hope of
:d fifteen years ago when I asked us “unabashedly and
r vocation as champions of Judaism.
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and Stepping Stones and our affirmation of Jewish ident
nal as well as the maternal line.

But now the time is ripe to move forward with the wider 1
this with our nresent resources, to be sure. Our Oul
| and understaffed. Because this is s
wid Belin, who fully shares my com
ute to and help raise $5,000,000 for :
1re and to reach out to all who are s¢

1 was meant to be from its beginning.
but requires an active pursuit. It or
strangers who choose to live in our i

out and invite them in, like the protc
vhose tent was continually open on
wandering nomad and fail to bid hi

) : to resist the notion of an asserti
ashamed? Is it that our sell-image still mirrors the conte
Or do we perhaps think that Judaism has little, if any
world?

Well, look about you. Look at this planet earth, riven as i
conceivable kind. Would not Judaism’s insistence that
created in God’s image provide healing for such a fractuw

Consider the fear that shuts doors to the hungry and b«
ed. Mightn't Judaism’s emphasis on loving the stranger -



ampions of Judaism. Let us not be among those who in
n respond to the fear of self-extinction by declaring casu-
vho respond to the suffering of the past by living in the
ong-drawn isolation of our people with an isolationism of

nd act on those lofty passages from the Tanach and the
1d Commentary that define Jewish “chosenness” not as
mplary, not as separatist but as renresentative not as
it as rejecting but as all-embracing &

tha li eved, 'hakim et shivti Yaakov

thing that thou shouldst be my serv:
ob and to restore the offspring of [s1
ight unto the nations. That my sal
[ the earth.

You Shall Be a Blessing

my presidential message to its conc

led that I have lost my bearings, the

znce of our Torah portion and its nu

God will make him the “father of d Iuulultuue Ul L1IauuLL
ne forth” from him.

jination, after all, to think that an imperiled community,

ulation and dwindling, should pave a missionary path to
mntinent if nat the world! Whyv it ic almnat ac nnitlandich



through which the Goodness of Creation can flow into o1

But I am not summoning you to gather around a mere bl
am summoning you to gather around our Torah, each le
with potentlal energy, like the very atoms of Creation. I

SPSNUE (e

iraculous children, each of them ca
Id.” I am summoning you to gather
ts cantors, its incomparable lay lead
of Jewish history.

:d together thus, our numbers do ne
ted upon us by torture and exile dos

d together thus, the promise made t
xns and count the stars, if you are ;
ring be” — does not seem a bit prep

ot merely of well-being but of respon:
nu. Sarai was to become Sarah ima

WU a 1uiuLuuc Ul auins,

Today, in our maturity as a movement, in our maturity as
enjoined to go forth — from the legacy of fear and hidir
pretense of self-protection and self-loathing — in ord
Jewish household with wide open doors and to help give

Indeed, there is a child waiting out there. She is sche:
demographers’ computers have said that within the de
human being will be born upon this earth.
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en of the Warsaw Ghetto, our chlldren of the camps, our
lous existences were obscured by smoke and obliterated

. be when this six-billionth human being fails to see her
- she succumbs to one of those easily preventable child-
> thousands of impoverished lives each day? If we are liv-
ut, if we really believe that all Creation is One, then it is
ort that failure.

1ind’s eye. I see that child crossing tl
Schvaig of Peretz's immortal tale. He
HE SIX-BILLIONTH HUMAN SOUL!

les forward to surround her with gifts
milk, a bundle of toys. They wipe th
s and dust, and they pass her arour
ring wings, all of them laughing or sc
me embracing her as if it were that a

rs, and in the hours left to me. [ am w
manover's thousand Chasidim, let 1
wn. Then and then only will our “lil
1 only then will God's promise to Abr

4 great nation.... Your seed will be as numerous as
heavens.... But be you a blessing, too, so that
he families of the earth will be blessed.

22
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tion.”

2. I ask this Assembly to salute Judith Hertz, who con
last term in office as the President of NFTS. He
advancement of gur common sacred tasks were mani

n Judaism with dignity and strength

embly and its delegates to express ¢
brought this convention to be:

‘ongregations of San Francisco for th
; is a proud Jewish community that I
eform Judaism with an extraordinar

y, Chairman, his vice-chair, Len Teit
our Biennial Program Commiitee |
:asted us. They responded fully to th

Silverman and Rosyland Bauer w
uranguacas Committee and who did everyth
make us feel at home and insure that this conven
are grateful, also, to our area director, Rabbi M
assisted them in this work.

d. To Arthur Grant, the Union’'s Director of Prog
“coordinated the multitudinous details of this c«
an efficient administrator, virtually unflappat
decent human being.

4. I urge acceptance of the omnibus resolution on Israel



itizens as the official seat of their government.... Does not
n in these matters also demand respect?”

> work of ARZA and Kadima. These organizations have
:specially through the Israel Religious Action Center, to
shts of Reform Jews in the Jewish State.”

1 the American Cantorate is a source of immense pride for
1ovement. Because of the increasing inability or unwill-
Orthodox and Conservative congregations to engage duly
ted cantors, our Reform congregatic—— - - *"-
s and preservers of our rich Jewish

years we have witnessed a rapid incr
ons that have added trained, investec
ling to this demand articulated in th
ifessional Needs in Reform Judaism,
: number of cantorial students it rec

challenged the College-Institute to t
e our member congregations, it beco
ge those cantors trained by our Scho
ission on Synagogue Music to contin
s towards the creation of new canto
member congregations to engage a:
y the School of Sacred Music or cert
“tors.

m of a tripartite Task Force — involving the College-
rence, and the Union — to develop a response to the vex-
ioned by the unethical involvement of temple profession-



10.

12.

mies in our larger cities (following the innovative Kol
regular summer courses, programs of home study -
fully constructed curriculum leading to a degree.”

I ask that the successful Stepping Stones project, c.

Tunalffiliated intermarried couples, b
1 of unaffiliated Jewish families. Let
e “open to all, free of charge, for at
\g “that parents also attend temple s
Such an endeavor might well produ
d human energies.”

1ld be approached to support such :
sort the present Stepping Stones proj
| tenuous bond between the world o
nents.”

lent’'s Message Committee to draft
ill put our movement on record as s
couples to adopt children, to file join

aliu WU Dliaiu 11l th{‘. benefits that Sﬂf‘]f"l}" ]"ll::I‘I"I']'l.ﬂ.]]j,.F as

ples.”

Let us make certain, also, that our own institutions —
the Conference, and the Union, too — will make bene
health care, automatically available to gay and lesbie
a par with benefits given to regular married staff.

I call on this assembly to initiate a process “that will 1
of a new name for our Union. That new name “shou
ity of purpose” and meaning. “We are Jews whose c(
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ined, that a prophetic sensibi

rds the religious significance

I am really praising AREZA as
ots dynamism of Reform that en
ARZA has a two-fold task:
the Reform Jewish community ab
pelling achievements of the Je
nce, the legitimacy, and the c
in Israel. This dual purpose
upport of ARZA, is of ever-inc..uc.. <
in the American Jewish landscape as well as
that hungers for a Jewishly authentic

hodoxy and secularism.



e can well do that, we can go
d rejoice, roll up our sleeves
but as Jews rolled-up sleeve

-

e numbers tattooed on the arms

can rejoice in April showers
Jews we cannot hear of "shower
iew a rainbow without thinking
ered its radiance, who took it
r hearts: yellow for Jews . .
brown for gypsies . . . pink £
e spectrum of murdered souls.



the State of Israel eventuall
Need for a Platform of Reform

L time, then, for us to consid
ionism for Reform Jews," altho
I am the right person to addre
I am scarcely a Zionist ideo
more strongly as an activist

ot expect me, therefore, to de
orm religious philosophy towar
the fleeting time that I have

All I can really do is to off

pful reflections, some current



war against the Jews.

ents - - and this includes tho
ed at its birthing - - are equ
pleased that you have begun to
-tank on Zionism, by making th
convention, and by your resol

be delighted were you to succ
rm Zionism’' and then submit it
Union for endorsement. Our B
d by such a debate.



on, and their disdain for thos
han Israel as their haven of r

ception categorically; Shelila
rm definition of Zionism. The
ssical Reform view of "Zion" a
ome; but neither has the class
te as the negation of the Dias
pst Jews in the world, Zionism
s to secure its safety; but i
nation from our countries of b

t all of us, share such a view



ght not only along the frontie
chool and camp and in every Je
1d.

Zionism must be defined so as

it for Diaspora Judaism. The
that "no matter where I go, i
the watchword of our Zionism.
ts, an obsession in our minds,
oll of the Torah.

i@ Holiness of the Land of Isr:

, an element of classical Zion



the rote recitation of bits of
1e concept of the land’s holin
nere articulation of this conc
It must be touched . . . it
rienced with our every semnse.

1e first contemporary stream o
-atzmaut as a religious festiv
the breach than in observance
appropriate liturgical passage
ght, the singing of Hatikvah a
4 ought to spur a more discipl

oration of this festive day.



. is holy. It is the mainstay
: the land’s mantle of holines:
+ machinery of the Jewish Stat.
1d of Israel are not cotermino
ras promised to Abraham and hi:
:ate a just and holy society a
mmankind. To maintain the lam
iel, a miniature which reflect:
wants us to fashion on this e

[(srael cannot be fully that ki
i, the ancient state reborn, m
i whose calculus is force. St



are not.

¢ Yoffie taught me, offers at
s of the Holy Land’'s geography
omething more than a real esta
d which imposes on its rightfu
tion: to craft and conserve a
aism’'s ideal wision - - and th
eir transfer manifestly have n
nly besmirch it.

e, I pray that even in these t
of Jews has brought the Israe
s against terrorism, and when



ressures come from within rath
2y are applied not by the Isra
self-appointed minion here in
itting about as the guardians .
2 further from the center of p
l they become. Isn’t it alway
re than gabo-im - - clerks inv
ssidents.

>r all reject the inculpation
ze it, by giving the Israelis
1ts, we are somehow treasonous
:he possession, the treasure,
And that gives us both the



chel, with the greatest of car
wolves who beset Israel with t
ery step.

conduct public protests like
staged some years ago, when th
ts of New York and on to Washi
House with big signs demanding
m, "go home." That was a chil
test held by another group of
when Peres spoke there some w
aelis or American Jews suppres
senters, why, then, the Jewish
erished and Israel’'s cause int



sh conscience,; an amplifier th
phets still echo, drowning out
priests - - these unique virt
rtues, at any rate, to which w
can fuel Jerusalem’s luminous

d Reform Judaism’s stake in Is
or might not mean to Israel,
ing of Reform in Israel will d
nkage; American Reform Judaism
apart from the body Jewish, a
than a movement within Judaism
Israel are not sufficient to

ed the deeper, more abiding bo



ame to Israel,; and we shall br
be there for a time, and some
ld our synagogues, and centers
f our movement has been establ
of its windows we can see the
ear of David, and the mount whe

Ll live.

ive.
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Reform that enables its leaders to serve so ably. ARZA has a two-fold 1

of the Reform Jewish community about the needs, problems, and cc

Jewish State and to enhance the presence, the legitimacy, and the

Judaism in Israel. This dual purpose, which you advance by your

incenncians cicaificnaos —thic the American Jewish landscape as well a:
ative to Orthodoxy and secularism.

MARKING YOM HASHOAH
ve marked it with a most moving ceremoi

invariably is observed in the month of Aj
1elancholy an occasion. After all, April is
the air is calm and pleasant,” so Milton
not to go out and see her riches and part

o that, we can go out into the public ga
me warmth; but as Jews rolled-up sleeve
= arms of death camp inmates.

Ao waviuuas woe can vuncd in April showers and breathtaking rainl
hear of “showers” without shuddering, nor view a rainbow without th
shattered its radiance, who took its colors and pinned them to our hear
Communists . . . brown for gypsies . . . pink for gays, and on and on
dered souls.

As individuals we can hearken to the Song of Solomon: “arise . . . m
Jews, we are mired in agonizing memories and cannot come away. \
out thinking of mass graves. We cannot see a dancing butterfly withc
year-old Jewish girl inmate of Theresienstadt who said of her captivi
butterfly.”

Oh, »
of th
innox
by N

No, t
priat
of th



vhich

form
After
Las a
;, therefore, to develop a coherent, comprehensive Reform religious
rainly not in the fleeting time that I have been allotted for this assign-
ffer some personal and hopefully helpful reflections, some currents of

knowledgement of the need for such a comprehensive statement. We
stand wherein we differ, and to give sharper focus to our own doing.

on the subject simply do not suffice for the present need. Thus, for
orm of 1937, which is often said to mark the beginning of Reform
have muted Reform opposition to Jewish nationalism and embraced
of refuge for Jews. But it ignored other e

Galut concepts which continue to be cen

day.

latform’s plank on Israel is not really a th
ideology to the necessity pressed upon

1 this includes those principles which A}
s why I am pleased that you have begun
, by making this subject a leitmotif of |
Irse.

1 were you to succeed in evolving a ‘Plal
nee as well as to the Union for endorse
1 debate.

olitical purpose for such a platform. We must not allow the religious
aning and destiny be left solely in the hands of the Gush Emunim and
ligious right who deify the land and devalue human life. In any event,
rm Judalsm for greater coherence, for an articulation of what we are

[ERESRI . SR, | N O SN S S ol § T DUSSERE & T SEC SRR, (B (RS o IO IS e —"



valid option for Diaspora Jews many of whom might well find a life ¢
ing in the Jewish State, and we should therefore foster programs whi
the classical Zionist insistence that 7o viable Jewish life outside lsrael
reject.

Crnmencmnadde e s ~ee wcemoqgibility as Reform Zionists to build Jewis
mer life of our people: to sink our roots ¢
soil of any continent. In the final analys
» along the frontier of Israel, but in every
rer in our world.

must be defined so as to assure an ong
wzlaver Rebbe, that “no matter where 1 g
nism. Israel must be a place in our heart
Il of the Torah.

'HE HOLINESS OF THE LAND OF ISRAF

t of classical Zionism which we should ir
, if anything, we should give a far greater
of the Land of Israel, its sanctity, its holiness.

There is no escaping the sacredness of the land as a necessary elem
Reform Jews, we affirm that “God, Torah and Israel are one.” To limit
plehood while ignoring the land of Israel as its necessary component -
strength of one of the three central pillars of Judaism.

Israel, after all, is the place where our people was born, where ous
Holy Torah came into being. It is the place where “waiting for Gc¢
dream of an everlasting peace was quickened. It is the place where,

Union Prayer Book, “our prophets taught their imperishable message

our |

ty.”

Neec
land’
must

Yes,
religi



s the
f this

nded

srael

| should be conceived in such a light — not as mere trips to an excit-
:d by memory and affection, nor even as a means to be linked to its
onfidence. They should be conceived rather as a sacred journey, a
ed, an opportunity to feel that inner force which emanates from Israel

» the life of our very soul.

sm, in Herzl’'s words, become “the Sabbath of our lives”
.1 our Jewish souls are most engaged and fulfilled.

THE LAND GIVEN FOR A PURPOSE

s the mainstay of God's covenant with Al
0 envelope the machinery of the Jewish
rminous. The land may be sacred but it
ase: to create a just and holy society
and’s sanctity we must make it a model, :
s us to fashion on this earth.

10t be fully that kind of a model, for the
ncovenanted world whose calculus is fc
%5 Israel to fashion a society which demc
aching of social justice and of compassiot
we have to muster the courage to speak
le's religious leadership since Samuel w
2y said, “that we might be like all the otl

. . that inter-

“dicted King David for sending Uriah the Hittite to his death, so that
r Bathsheba. We must not demur from taking on this yoke of respon-
ough such chastening that the state and its machinery can come to

res to the land.

~ ~



from membership in the Presidents’ Conterence.

Note that these pressures come from within rather than without, that
by the Israelis so much as they are by their self-appointed minion h
tionaries strutting about as the guardians of the state’s security. And
nower thev are. the more inquisitorial they become. Isn't it always s
nvariably are more officious than preside

the inculpation that by speaking the tru
:ption of events, we are somehow treas
asure, and the burden of the Jewish peog
speak out.

Podhoretz, who once ranked among the
to publicly chastise Israel's present gove
ing. I guess it all depends on whose ox i

way of conferring this right. Interviewe:

about ourselves, but we must also hear
ULLILEU INAUULLS, UIC dUU-OCuues — their criticism we igﬂﬂl'ﬁ‘ ... but A
they are our family, and from them we expect not only praise but criti
not only support us, that is understood; it is equally important that th
and how it can be corrected . . .”

True, dissent is delicate and sometimes dangerous. It must be exercise
of care. We should not join those media wolves who beset Israel wi
her every step.

ARZA should never conduct public protests like those which the S
years ago, when they followed Begin through the streets of New Yorl
ing t &t e it L. - : i e il on il iR
home
befor
Amer
be st

Be al
of Ei
Zion:
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:)mmumty, our insistence that Judaism requires more than ritual obser-
lge holding open the doors of the Jewish conscience, an amplifier
he prophets still echo, drowning out the ritualistic obsessions of the
of Reform Judaism, those virtues, at any rate, to which we aspire, are
rusalem’s luminous light.

laism’s stake in Israel not merely for what it might or might not mean
f what the building of Reform in Israel will do for us because without
‘orm Judaism runs the risk of becoming a thing apart from the body
'n sect rather than a movement within Judaism. Our fiscal and political
to secure us against this risk. We need th

iith.

ncourage aliyab, though we reject the ¢
Jews must become a part of Israel and
ty, as oleb regel, as did the pilgrims of ye:

ews remain one people. We are one beca
ra communities are but modes of manifes

machinery of the State and the commu
re both but instruments of the people’'s w

is not divine. “Her life depends on our |
proclamation. Alone she is a “widow;”

:l, and we shall bring our children there.

we will build our synagogues, and centers, and settlements. The very
reen established there. And through the glass of its windows we can
and the Tower of David, and the mount where waiting for God was





