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Yes, my presidency of the Union was preceded by shared labors and
predecessors - - I refer now especially to the Zikne NATE, that lusty
vivors whose memory hopefully is not so enfeebled that they no longe
side. Alan Bennett, who introduced me so elegantly, was the presiden:

s well, and so is Toby Kurzband. How wor
ietary pride - - as well as a sense of humbl
ources of our movement ripen; the profess

- much in the forty years of its existence.
ator. You set standards for that profession a
1 texts and educational materials for the rel;
ula and you tested their effectiveness in tf
- you taught our children too.

the knowledge that our religious communi

entered the rabbinate and NATE began ju
to other movements within Judaism to find the bulk of our masters and
rabbis and teachers and lay leaders and cantors and even scholars are
products of Reform Jewish religious schools; the full sheaved harvest of
A movement that has the capacity thus to reproduce itself, to recreate
tual leadership, is a movement that is not brittle but lives.

NATE must be given substantial credit for this impressive and pro:
congratulate you on your anniversary. And I thank you for what you
dic,

sh
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nt

a resonance between the text and our meeting, for in the Torah we
which the enslaved Hebrews groan aloud to God, (they groan but do
them, as it were.) And then we move to that extraordinary circum-
sion of the burning bush, and he actually speaks directly to God and
at this convention, we are thematically concerned with opening our-
ongregants to prayer, opening them to a personal and communal rela-

-that while it took but six days to create the world, it took fully 40 vears
top Sinai. You who labor in the field of ]
ou understand that while it takes only accic
h even in cases of conversionary decisions o)
't of covenant is a lifelong learning process.

is still only a martter of following the well t

ish nursery school to Bar and Bat Mitzvah

| continuity to ynu[h group participation,

sish marriage. Nowadays, that learning pr
Our whole Jewish community has suffere

al, attitudes that convinced nearly a whole

opportunity, an extortion rather than a gift

t past generations obedient to Jewish tradition, ana treea aiso rrom tne
-Semitism that kept past generations in need of Jewishness as a safe
ren have simply flown out of the Jewish coop - - and are flying about

ce to land.



LLIULLIAL SCLLLLIES, L1 Udy SCI00LS, L1 CENLCTS, 1N CAmps, ana beyona; eauw
motion the active principles of what Seymour Rossel aptly calls “tran
urge NATE to place this need high on the agenda. Jewish educatio

“school without walls” in every sense of the word.

L) L ] L L

treatment of the life of Moshe Rabbenu
ded newer directions of Jewish education |
2 role that the community and most especi
g the integrity of his Jewish identity. With
Yocheved to birth and hide and nurse and «
isket on his journey to Pharaoh’s palace, w
t Zipporah to open his spiritual heart, with
and others, Moses would have been but anc
¢ with no ties to his Jewish self.

t the classroom transaction between teache
wonderful, is but a small part of the Jewish educative process, a smal
vine if, throughout the week, students live in a Jewish vacuum, withou
a home without Shabbat, without a mezzuzah, without Jewish books.
single Jewish frame of reference.

The drop-off style of part time Jewish schooling has produced Jes
be otherwise, when America offers so many competing opportunities fi
true gift of Jewish life is the possibility of genuine spiritual communis
ily continuitv. To deliver on this gift. in these davs of diluted Tewish id

SIC

of

th
sh



rom the well trodden path not just in the setting, but also in the sub-
aching because many of the arguments which we advanced in the past
sing still, no longer are effective in our effort to have our children
yur emphasis on the chain of tradition, and on the Holocaust, and even
ience as the magic bullet which will avert the disaster of assimilation.

m of youth work and Jewish education has convinced me that our stu-

hing else the concepr of Judaism as a pathway of action makes their

ike away social action and you take away

you deflate the sense of purpose and cor
vish experience.

Los Angeles Times nation wide survey of J«
ntity?” 17% said Israel . . . 17% spoke of r
‘hose Jewishness because of its quest for ju
over recent years confirm this finding. Ho
choose Judaism in our era of voluntary Jew
1 choose to be Jews. And most of the ans
ve.

: an obligation, as a debt thar has to be pa
“and how generations struggled to survive . . . you must not be the one
L. ..you owe it to the Jewish people to persevere.”

ct of vengeance: “Look what happened in the shoah . . . the Holocaust
were pulverized . . . six million of us turned into wisps of smoke and



justice.”

= o 4

l" desert, but the wanderings through the world, ever preaching and

In sum, then, we cannot, we dare not, separate social action from _

1 1 1 1 ey 1

not only to know Torah, nor even to teach

aught:

o that they expound Torah!
hat all his actions are Torah and that he hi
1e can learn from his habits and his motior

od.”

> to make some commentary on the topic
which Dr. Wax, your scholar-in-residence |

VY VYV  with you in so admirable a manner. In particular, I we
consider the relationship between activities in your class - - the alef-beit
and the like — and the activities of the sanctuary, the experience of we

Obviously, as educators, you are equipping Jews with the tools of
Hebrew, an understanding of synagogue architecture, the history of lit
decorum, and the like. In this, however, you are but outfitters, rather ¢
} itual journey. Is there not more to your role?

of -
the
yot

to «



joy

ten,

ing,

is to root Jewish education in an active and genuine faith in God and
y outfitters for the prayer expedition, or debunkers of misguided direc-
journey itself. Mordecai Kaplan put the matter well when he suggested

.bue the student with the spirit of holiness, humility, gratitude, and

iich requires teachers to communicate to the pupil
ty of God in which these virtues are being =~ -

<cing here about bringing God into the clas
ely as an anthropomorphic figure of whor
1e incarnation of our richest feelings, our
bility. When our children feel the buddin,
ance, it is then that we must say to them,
' Then eventually, they too might be comfi
of their children.

lent upon our making a leap of faith, but a
igher spirituality and to name it for what |

id,” wrote the great Jewish poet Aaron Zeit.....

1, “and I will know that you love Me.’
know that you love Me.’
e and I will know that you love Me.’



ow can we best transmit such an awareness. As Reform
one way. For lacking a revealed text backed by the force
rely essentially on the persuasive powers of teachers to trar

1 B

e e e

ple than they do by precept. Students inte
go ideal. They follow the leader who is, ratl
‘Barzel b'varzel yachad,” we read in Script
ainst the edge of another knife. The word

SLer:

ks enable only babbles . . . not any profane
ut only he can give who has, he only can cr(
ey can teach.” (Emerson)

7 that we can transmit our faith. We need
nust embody Torah in order to pass it on.
festing our own commitment to study, b

. Ve must also serve as role models in our cl

of self, in our application of Jewish values.

If you would have your students pray, you must pray yourself. If yr

believe, you must be a believer yourself. You must reflect your own n

sum, if you mean to transmit Torah, you must BE Torah.

And because so many of you are such role models in our Jewish sch
ty is flourishing in numbers and substance alike. And so I congratula
thank you for all that vou have done for us, and I salute vou for what

spit
Anc
divi
upc
ita



NATE -




to me: the bride of my youth,
it is truly good to be reunit
and your caring.

of the Union was preceded by
>u and your predecessors - - 1
likne NATE, that lusty compani
nory hopefully is not so enfee
toiling at their side. Alan

legantly, was the president of
Max Frankel is here as well,

lerful it is to see them. And
'y pride - -.as well as a sens
1at I have watched the educati

[



| substantial credit for this
lent. And so I congratulate y
I thank you for what you have

Goldberg invited me to addres
choose whether I would prefer
is evening or the d’'var torah
e. I opted for the former, a
event me from reflecting on t
t on the two parashiot - - Sh



L LU Wl L. Iy uluerscdalla I
birth for children to be Jewi
cases of conversionary decisic
3 that act of grace into a act
process.

>ng process still only a matte
of Jewish commitment that lee
Bar and Bat Mitzvah and confi
iterrupted continuity to youth
:ermediate study, temple membe
Nowadays, that learning proce
:hat, as you know. Our whole

ly from such rote attitudes ak

B e, DUSICEISECRE, TR, L



LA WL YUU LL ATHUD L e SXALLa
azers in the wilderness, craf
the soul.

king, the path of the usual hi
ng bush is, as Moses called it
s sight," found only off the |
of NATE, "off the beaten path
appealing to the multiple ints
ming our religious schools ini

tanks; creating rituals that
e.

ven a need for skilled Jewish
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onic prince with no ties to h!

ore, that the classroom trans:
t, no matter how wonderful, i
ative process, a small part tl
ghout the week, students live
Jewish community and in a hom
; without Jewish books, or st
ewish frame of reference.

of part time Jewish schoolint
How could it be otherwise, wl

opportunities’ for indiwvidual ¢

sisieah TiFfa ieo +ha maceihi i
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in the substance of our teach
‘hich we advanced in the past .
re effective in our effort to

I speak of our emphasis on -
the Holocaust, and even our s
as the magic bullet which wil
lation.

he realm of youth work and Jer
our students find that above
aism as a pathway o ction mi

Take away social action an
of NFTY. Take away social act

of nurnose and communitv that



the Holocaust . . . we say,

- . six million of us turned
ed ashes . . . you mustn‘t all
i -y OIS

Israel and recall its near n
face of almost constant peri
sh State requires a reservoir
support. This argument too, &

w

: a meager response. Recall,
ta's young Jews see Israel as

this and more, but the only =&

~Jd



Rebbe taught:

t amount to that they expound
see to it that all his actiol
elf becomes so entirely Torah
is habits and his motions, am
linging to God."

make some commentary on the i
Conference, which Dr. Wax, y«
eady begun to explore with yo
cular, I would ask you as edut



Prayer 1s not a Nintendo jo!

ins however. What do we leavt
§? Too often, I fear, we leas
¢ notion of prayer that is of
ally to pre-adolescents.

erefore, is to root Jewish ed:i
e faith in God and thereby to
e prayer expedition, or debun}
ail guides for the journey its
tter well when he suggested t}
‘s task is to imbue the studer
humility, gratitude, and fait



says wod, "and I Wlll KNOow T
i1 I will know that you love me
¢ curse me and I will know the

graces, ' says God,

fEist against me and revile,’ ¢
ces or revile,

also praise,’' says God.

;it fenced off in your apathy,
in "I don’'t give a damn,"’ say
at the stars and yawn,’ says
suffering and don’'t cry out,

: praise and don't revile,



of MISHLE are re-echoed in th

les as books enable only babbl
not any liar, not any slave c
jive who has, he only can crea
lom, piety, love. They can te

only way that we can transmit
irs to be successful in this g
‘der to pass it on. We must s
‘nedness, manifesting our own

dent as well as a teacher, in
+ as role models in our charac
t1f, in our application of Jew

josid
p—a
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SdDDALIl WOLSIN1D WIEIl we L[eClL
inds of fellow delegates. Tha
*ience is it not?

rsis, we are very much like ti
* their weakness to attain to
roplet of water, if you will.
1y effect. It is mist, invisi
reptive ethers of the air, and
; and it congeals into a cloud
itle rain upon the earth benea
the tiny droplet of water re
)se side it oozes forth and tr

plets as weak as itself.



Ur enemlies Knew TRAT ONLly 1N !
national union of congregatit
urish. Alone we are weak. I
united endeavors, which allow

hing as a religious community
wing synagogue movement on the
eed, and in the past two decac
hip rolls have burgeoned by bt
staff of the Union, our total
temples, we are approaching n:
ologists are to be believed, ¢
en more during the years aheat
young adults, the coming gen

- == - -



il iTaQl .LJL\_.-{—J.IMHGLJ.. Tl Qlidd LT W
in body and spirit. Their nee
r responsibilities, and their

imeric growth has marked our &
ring of Reform Jewish literacy
at the grass roots; a new ser
of the mitzvot; a renewed apr
3 greater interest in Judaism’
rm Jews are coming to view ou

ism, but as a Judaism that car

~£ A1 mrram mmmsrmammandt A~ A Aw



thick walls of halachah and 1
remains the homeland in our m
places of temporary sojourn w
allegedly more authentic Juda

indset so troubling, even dama
1 excuse for our own slackness
For if Orthodoxy is normati
3 what Reform Jews are intent
1ltimately hopeless. No matte
 how successful our temples,
lmate, rebellious offspring.
:0 the music? Why even open t



d by a profound sense of resp
halachah was not frozen like .
xed with human tears. Seen f:
modern orthodox literalism t!
represents a fundamental breal
“its ideal conception, is palj

t deem sanctity synonymous wi-
oliness with a rigid immobili
id not end in 17th Century Po
h.

ed by the self depreciating m



ecause nobody ever asked us t

Why are we so hesitant? Are
dman to choose Judaism? Let °
. us recapture our self-esteem

nfidence in those worths whic

our Judaism frankly, freely,
it will offend the non-Jewish
an only enhance their regard
ionary zeal, they are bound t
all, or at any rate, that we



w it's there, maybe it isn’'t
lenge, for in lacking a missi
& message.

essage, my friends. Let us n
'e have so very much to offer.
d not death.. It dinsists on t
dividual to determine his fat
nd not of despair. It holds
ectible.

* something more than a disemb

people of faith, a caring com

homssm  moem mem o ememmas o memsmas wwdm s we



[T | — e o N ol Th g T 0, N e W e
s but as open
ing, but as all-embracing and

I EVED, LEHAKEEM ET SHIVTEI Y
“thing that thou shouldst be :
s of Jacob and to restore the
so give thee for a light unto
may be unto the ends of the e



I am delighted to be here of «
8 meeting. This has been a prx
nk everyone without exception
almost of sense the spiritual
| deeply grateful. And of cow
Oor agreeing to devote your ene
icement of our work. I want tc
h us from our very beginnings.
wood who's the principal condu
my which we call "Outreach".

my presentation and any questi
e off to Boston. I even have
dinner. When it comes to the
the book of Job whose wanderir



igs, CONnaucrLed a sSurvey oL Jew:s
nt of their Jewishness is. Se¢
i gaid its Jewish celebrations,
tuals etc. Seventeen percent
he respondents said it is the

. inter-connectedness here and
mbodied by Harris Gilbert. I
f's presentation, his D'var T¢
s. She really should have bes
to rabbinical school. Damn it,
rause some of the things you s:
thing that I hear from scme oi
elf. I love that Rav Kook quc
te wonderful.
larris suggested that I ought t
£ Outreach to the Religiously
' not know, this concept has tl



1, OplLigates Us Lo be 1its chamj
¢ faith has very much to offer
't many who are not born Jews :
itely determined to share our i
lon't need to instruct you in :
80 -- that we were a mission:
You know, as I read the High
‘age makes this point, and ths
'e mean by when we say, " My hc
r for all pecples." What do

not just during the High Holi
rvice at the end of the Aleim

the Lord shall be One and Hic

t mean if it does not mean ths

And you all know that we per
nnings. And that it was only
posed by our enemies which res



<20 meEmory laa Lills Lo SdY,; "R
a1 different age, today we woul
jry and thirsts for that which
Throughout our history many G
ism and became proselytes, edu
2, should we not begin anew?
o Asia and other continents?
for our own sake."

Baeck, one generation ago. A
ate to other rabbig --- in 195
1e Propagation of Judaism was
10 was at that time the Provos
is an Orthodex university and
cally, was the effort to conve
oy to solve the problem of a s
1 a Jewish state. You see Isr
its going to be a Jewish stat
swish state? So he felt that



il Cerms, TNOSe lines ol our H
ne and eat." And let no one t
an age in which people are not
are not hungry for meaning. !

im you asked a question about
vant you to know that in the h
1e in Pensacecla, Florida, ther
, they have a Moral Majority o
ided, you know, "I going to te.
les, " The 10 couples, 20 peopl:
: put an ad in the local newsp:
'If you are a born Jew who is
narriage situation or if you |
iism we have this course; An .
In Pensacola, Florida those 2
f 60 and division was exactly,
snt: 20 of them were involve:



LISALALI SLLOLL wds NOL EMlDeaaed
ided in Judaism to make this i
't escape the feeling that we
urning peint in Jewish history
" that turning point provided t
. and carefully, with all of ti
' that our impliecit in it. But

¥ that my own aspirations are
aspirations of a Leo Baeck.
to Asia. At that the time, ir
ch motivated him to do so, anc
volved, because in Japan at tl
Judaism. The defeat of the J=
n a sense, the foundation of t
or was a god and if that god ¢
n? And so quite a few Japanes
ment towards Judaism. As they



M WS Dl Ll W SVEL Y LI WE )
'sion of the non-Jewish partne:
\arriage. This is, even for s¢
.ting because, unfortunately tl]
couples is almost twice as hic
10 share the same faith.
£ I had given that speech and
r secret, that we ought to reac
[ing the non-Jewish partner to
'eah, yeah wonderful" and there
\ discussion. But my friends,
.8h partners to Judaism we are
I don't care what you call
tlytizing effort. Now in this
thich I said in San Francisco :
and with every fiber of my bei
ts its efforts to those who a:
ront to them, is an insult to



Crease e sell-assurance oQr -
ich. You know, this is really
e ===s= that it will bolster
l enhance their appreciation o
Too many Jews, let's admit it
:t adherents. They are hesita:
They think that choosing to |
.nd of abnormality, socme kind i

tnow this story, but some year:
1y our first venture into wvid
1 an interview, a videotape of
woice, Among them were a coup.
.em, a husband and the wife.
Now when they were asked to :
conversion process was the mo:
i1em. John the husband replied
it he was funny he said: "List:



dll ENLerling clLass people, InNc
but the cantorial students, t}
, even the community service ¢
r. So I want you to explain i
a lot of attacks on you in tt
glad to." So I tell them tf
1l of a sudden two hands go up
rabbinic student, and the girl
ren lives on a kibbutz, and tk
e crowning glory of this parti
I call on all Jews to reach ¢
which teaches us that the mitz
ds all others in consequence.
their pain and confusion, res
by declaring casualties befor
fering of the past by living i
drawn isolation of our people
us rather recall and act on t



at is why you have to help me
ing around the country explain
lo. But, the fact of the matte
» same. The same rabbi who ke
intermarried couples, is the
ich out to unaffiliated Jews.
nonstrated in "A Taste for Jud
demonstrated in a congregatio

: problem is not me, but I'm a
[interrupted] CCAR

L1 listen, ...leok the whole O
»m the beginning was one which
’ple nervous. And then when t.
:cess, they became adherents o
it to tell tales out of school



bhlhd i w DSwdUDT LLUSY Wall Say, L]
* marriage, I oppose intermarr:
mean, opposing intermarriage t
he intermarried. Therefore,
iem in. Now obviously, there :
extent, who was a dreamer I qu
‘s here. But there is no free :
it when we accept the intermar:
if respectability to intermarr:
: the consequence of its reject
bandonment of a whole generati
iands of young people. So we 1
donment .

| the other thing we know that
loesn't work. It hasn't workec
t never will. Some of the be:s
are two-two and a half, two pc
opulation. Our children go tc



} LOra DlesSs you ana Keep you.
lar town, according to David F:
:his duchenen. Means blessing
juchenen. 8o in this particul;
id a secretary who was suppose:
He was supposed to collect thi
it that he was a little bit tor
1't collect all of the taxes £
and from other farmers. So hi
and he summoned him. But he 1
wish holiday and that he's noi
1ls is his community, the Count
y one of his droshki you know :
thman "Take me to my synagogue
igogue, and all of a sudden, ti
it he is being washed and, you
ig washed. And he goes and he
r. And he felt a great deal o:



LIS SLOLY RDELIly --- SEll-elldl

it makes these Jews say you got
Jew? Because they don't have
1't understand how beautiful it
11 a faith we have. And if the
tho really appreciate it...who
1s by Choice we have, if not pe
I-Judaism to Judaism. So I hay
i the opposition is, Dr. Gunthe
*a brief letter. He told me

mp. He said there are many d:
: many dangers we're to be care
le the limits of the role of tl
le., They're many problems and
But all I know is that the cor
ly greater. And so I persist
stand, we stand at the turnine



1L was LEell O ' ClLOCK 4adlb .

have a lot on. [MORE |

:ase, I found myself in a biza
7 with Newhouse over Dershowit
: was saying, "Alan is it not -
sporate covenant that has a me
to the world?" Dershowitz sc
: to define my Judaism for me"
» got it right." [LAUGHTER]

:re are two things I want to s
it. This is wvery very interest
rause I think Alan knows bette:
got carried away. But you al
: of the objections and that a
iginal "Outreach Speech" in wh
r a re-assertion of our faith



Lidrs a Yyedr. WILLCII WOUWulLQ De .
itreach Program." Because wha
ard this morning is that it is
seriences which are akin. The
at attracts the non-Jew is the
it attracts the unaffiliated J
sgram that attracts those who .
re and by marriage. I want to
others which means essentiall
te to have, instead of having ]
rkers, full-time Outreach work
jion to help with all three.

have money for advertising so
Judaism" program, once it is -
sted every program carefully a
fective, so that we can spread
»graphically. And number thre:
is morning, that we need more :



I LlLElildlLldaye,; JLlILEIMAarriags
attenuation of Judaism, and tl
elis, of course, they have on!
‘e three options of, either as:
i-Semitism or Aliyah Ok. that
elis except some who spoke at
ny event, so I finally risked
ar atmosphere and said: you ki
‘riage does not necessarily spe
- Judaism. Of course everybody
dn't even get a chance to ansy
' difference. I just want to ¢
rwards Dershowitz came out to
u for making the statement thsz
. 8on who 1is intermarried. He
d he was cringing and he was ¢
y happy that you responded at
a book about intermarriage. £
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we do now, during these drean
g years.

f worship we can almost hear t
ir relentless pounding against
| that we could stem the flow ¢
ows of time - - but alas, we &
¥ time’s unyielding forward si
mrrents to our beginnings. We
play the past for a different
ives to an earlier time.

ife! The life within can be 1
" to restore it. The ‘new hea:



ot been stunned by the tragedy
urpassing loveliness: a younc
tomorrow . . . a man strong ar
ling like a castle of sand bui
en the tides of destiny roll i
ness and rottenness, beauty wi
aughter of life and then, too
re is no life without such cru
, assured that being is bette:
eath, no matter what its infli

ression in a tale of bitterswe
our people about a humble labc
road with shoulders bent, weil



finds on earth."

ways what we want it to be.
t makes the difference.

ough not without trembling:
L k'kedem

gives voice to our longing, ¢
+of life, whatever it may brir

. for life, we know that it is

'sical survival is not enough f{



- of sadness in our backward gl
msic we wanted to play but nez
ut didn’'t. That cause we almc
been defeated, we could have &
r . . . and so we did not make

we might have spoken . . . but
't want to pay it.

teredness, we nearly conquerec
‘ictory.



& distance and altitude, sky &
why we welcome this day of day
thich turn us from the world wi
‘e we are reminded of those val
'get. Here we can regain our 1\
hes of our burnt devotions are

u k'kedem

‘s asg’pt old . 8 .
ture the vision of our younge:



5 mystified by that paradox ir
t which holds that God, thougl
Himself known.

r - - we are taught. Complete
God cannot be grasped by ordir
tion. Such personal pronouns
not, should not even conjure 1t
be God, or, following Maimonic
by means of negations, by sayi
es ascribed to God by Biblical

me we are taught that though 1



er, developed a device called
ow the observer to see paths t
g from nuclear reactions. The
' remain unobservable, They hz
be seen, with naked eye or ins
‘e too then, a leap of faith is

faith, if you will, to acknow
ticle that can be known only t

own through its traces. Invis

wccount for much of our present



- the far flung round of human
‘do you have a civilization.

. an invisible force, every fo:
painting, architecture. They
ir outer form, but not in thei
see, the sources and nature of
o0se who create it - - just as
eus", could never accept, coul
. spoke through Mozart and not
nknown to the artist. Yet art
lake the spirit soar, for art j
m, conveyed by means of matte:



of prophecy apply to us:
es but they do not see

rs but they do not hear
know

understand

darkness

ry simply cannot be told witho
najesty that transcends all lo
en themselves to such a myster
terror of their lives without
r crushed by its terror.

ourselves to this mystery, th
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:ure generations.

1ever had the chance to meet aj
tho remember him speak of him 1
igregation and its Board in col
realm of the formal and infon

Clearly, the securing of the
of his life. What better way
1is name affixed to this teach:

equal measure to his lovely w:
fully, and who supported his .
rnagogue in its outer form and
.8 with us still. I had a chai



in of principle.

it his side and supported him .
to be remembered here not jus
but in her own right. She,
untless ways. Indeed, she wa:
iny years, and she taught not
she is what she wanted her cha:

l, she was the wvery backbone o
the crown of our religious com
itence thanks in no small meas:
¥y, even as her personal gener:
youngsters who otherwise couls



1as thoughtful enough to leave
me, I determined to talk to y:
1at goes to the very heart and
lembers of this Temple and of ¢

¥

: Quest for God, our need to s
that hunger for the holy that

h defines us as a people. It
¢ callings
1," asked Leo Baeck, "He 1is a 1

1imself in the direction of Go«
‘te himself toward Ged in such



ind as Reform Jews we see our

ovenant.

sue this quest, how slake ou

at is to say the performance ¢
not in the least, a relentles

hree means are to be integrate

omarnu ya

f our body, every fibre of our

of God.

, faith is more than just a mi

y @ hand heeding the mandate,
It involves all three dimens

h other, for faith is the cent

lity toward God.

h is the first step along the
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m Torah study, are trivializec
Yet without such a mooring, ¢
gatory. They can be accepted

form Jews are easily deterred
I do not speak of the coercior
ak rather of the coercive powe
r patriarchs and matriarchs di
ounters that forever changed t
tions of commentators, in safe
‘erusalem, debated and expounde
ily life; the truth that only

and which Judaism posits as a



.0 chaos. But when God sees yi
1, when God sees would-be-sage:
+ heavenly rage transforms to «
iin, is spared. This reprieve
not by deed, but by study, by

.one does not suffice for the i
in ignorant person, a person ul
:he sacred, it is equally true
is ipso facto pious. Thought
wch the holy, we must bridge tl
id ma’aseh, between the mind ai
tems the performance of mitzwvoil

we may find the
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of God, so Judaism maintains,
table worship of God is possil
: observe the mitzvot and the ¢
. communion with the divine.

i@ place where God and man meet
nd before him, Leo Baeck wrote

and mystery are inextricably i
m up the gate through which tt
into human life."

" present-day problem may well
ficiently dieciplined in our ¢
ssert our autonomy, we insist
oo often we choose nothina at



)ath preserve us, if we do not
jerve the Sabbath?

jogue leaders we make few demas
id the financial. And because
verception that Reform Judaism
1at in Reform anything goes, tli
imnswers are given and few, if :
vd do little, if anything at a.
reg Jews.

iely why our hunger for the ho.
* spirituality is not slaked, !}
rance of religious rites is the



dd ITdDWVIID MY DWUHL HALTLIl " -

. And when ye spread forth yt
8 from you . yea, when ye
.1l not hear, for your hands a:

make you clean, put away the
refore mine eyes . . . Cease t¢
el % 1Ay @eek’ justice, =5 %

. the prophet does not negate t
gious rite . . . he merely est
hical life. The mitzvot, to l
must be seen and heeded in al
@ moral and the ritual alike.

refore, observe the mitzvot.

e such mitzvah. Let him obse:
se of obedience to the divine
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deal with this matter by myse!:
it may well be, but I intend t«
m accused by my wife, will £i:

welop a religious specialty, ¢
e mitzvah, but one commandment
& - - at-one-ness with God - -

tentialists take up a like rei
- action" rather than a "leap ¢

all naaseh v’'nishma is interp:
What is the Jewish way to Gc

ascending the ladder of specul
come of an assault on the ridc

10



: bush is not burnt.’ And onl:
s turned aside to see did He |
the bush saying: "Moses, Mose:

the holy begins with a readim
:nse the grandeur of nature if
.eepy eyes. You cannot expect
: depths of your being if you i
wonplace manner. There is a p:
itention, a conscious determin:

.ance to open ourselves to the
r that overly rigid mind-set o:
yostulates be demonstrable and

11
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: ultimate triumph of truth an
s God) You live within our he
Ty

1own . . . how enigmatic .

igh, modern science of whose t:
than we do the teachings of £
a like seeming paradox.

1tly postulate the existence o
:fect, though the gases themse
*ists, in their endeavor to st
a device called a cloud chamb
:» pbserver to see paths traced



world has a reality all its o
.ntense than is the force of tl

| of the invisible, if you wil!:
+ impalpable. No one can see ¢
e us and they hold the power t
such a kind. They are intang:

school and you reduce it to a

| a sanctuary, and it becomes ¢

13



t alone. And altogether multit
have no practical worth but nc
8:

reen covering of grass.

mity of sea and sky.

ay, the silent wonder of the r
+ grass and wings in the air.

narrow our world is when we me
s alone. When, in Rilke’s hag

1ld of peacock’s feathers to ti
being oblivious to their esse

of prophecy apply to us:

& but thev do nat =zea



id of faith that we so despera:
.gion suffices to sustain our .
: into its depths, why then, w

:hose we love, when our childr
tad disease makes waste our st
now I have reached the bottom
deeper . . . and yet we sink ¢
‘aith. Then we need the kind ¢
tclaim:

| begey tsalmoves lo ire ro ki
I walk through the valley of i
. fear no evil, for Thou, Thou

15






reater Washington. This 18 I
lay leadership have done so.
ded evidence of your care, of
h binds us in sacred union.

ening, always, to stand in th
. thoughts and feelings with J
‘ious region of power and prom
eltway.

ence, we convene here at this
r Torah readings when the tex
igles over privileges and resp
hip, over order and rebellion
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e of things, however, as we k

of the Promised Land can pro
ed to wander in the wildernes
became consumed by their inte
d intensively in the laws of ;

on the corner of their garme:
ought to be observed. They a:

ir inner unity is strengthene

se, our movement for Reform I
ar process, during my two dec:
le our Social Action work, chi
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lnstream, has never yielded tc
1ers did not believe that holi
’lation alone. And so they in
1ess may well begin with the s
1ot end there. There is an ec
:n outward to a broken world &
ir it. Even so does the Talmu
> pray in a room without windc
lways hear the world’s weepinc

led at the Temple’s gates.

Judaism, from its very beginni

imm +hat Fha Aanvrenit+ aAaf Ausrir
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sm's 125 years as a religious
est and, indeed, they strain 1
nhorn of neighboring Baltimore
Har Sinal by a pro slavery mo}
is outspoken abolitionism, his
1im to return only on the conc
1g to spiritual matters. Steg
le prestigious New York Temple
frustees sought to curb the su
irly, when my widely respectec
sendrath responded to the McCa
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1ot do so even if we would. F
.ous inward efforts of educati
and spiritual enhancement, in
rors, the social action compon
lat binds all of these activit
city.

xample. If you read the last
have read these words spoken
Yy Alexandria congregation wor
"I was most attracted to Jud
here and now rather than the
asis on serving others."



ubt about 1it. Reform Relligliol
wish fold numerous idealists,
arning had no prior Jewish exj
of universal activism. It has
for whom there is no schizopl
orld and the world of Jewish ¢
kkun olam, the guest for just:
Judaism.

sh education is concerned, it
above everything else, the c¢
tion makes their Jewish ident:
ction and you take away the di
ocial action and you deflate t



m as an act of vengeance.
oah . . . the Holocaust . .
were pulverized . . . sixm
of smoke and blackened ashes
o have a posthumous victory."

ael and recall it near miracu
ost constant warfare and cons
w Jewish State requires a res

for support . . . This arg
nvokes but a meager response.
' percent of America’s young J
lewish identity.



innot, we dare not separate so
for you see, we teach our chi
I, nor even to teach Terah, bu

.ebbe taught:

nt to that they expound Torah
0 it that all his actions are
11f becomes so entirely Torah,
aarn from his habits and his m
motionless clinging to God."

11l square to the final point
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11 action to do with that pray
+ tikkun olam as it appears in
adoration. Thus we pray: 1l't
meaning, quite literally, "to
high." In other words, tikku
ig more elemental than the inf
r fractured world." It means
| of everyday life into a unit
| of our ideals to which ascri

thought of Isaac Luria, God c
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tikkun olam ... . the gatheri
God in every corner of the wc
+ divine unity.

ere metaphor my friends: it
ation, the perception of whic
ism. The so called external
itual, the particular and the
cred, they are not really sep
terconnected sephirot, manife

ever parcel or portion or sev

rm Judaism. Let us rather un
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: to tell it in Gath or in the
Angeles FRJ functions have en
te events held elsewhere. Thi
ligence of these two couples &
:he beautiful. They and their
toiled energetically. The ha
ied, more full-sheaved with ev
merits special recognition.
ynor of her senior colleagque,
it fell primarily on her. Wha

owe her immeasurable gratituc

iere tonight, and so are innun



ent, what he does, what he is
In the course of any given yi
and sub-regional programs. |
f synagogues of vastly differ
es of worship patterns and mi!
ions in this region, in his d

mple Boards to have them func

unsels rabbis who are having
Temple Presidents when congr
hange in leadership is requir

ansition process.

raging congregational innovat



ana nis rindings are rair, o

ion alike.

is respected by the larger Je
ad the listing of those many .
have summoned his service. H
mmunal institutions and no le
ead them.

ready told you about his invo
s Leaders and of his work wit
e is no need for me to multip
hat this work is as critical .
rage.
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me that he is a superb teache
because he is deeply respectf
is students alike." But that
e is effective in his teachin
d campers and youth groupers

. is the real McCoy, the genui

‘ely teaches as books enable.
He does not just preach soci
)es not just limn in words his
;olutely goes about the task o
d, a world that is decent and



is Linda, his helpmeet, his s
& just accorded an unpreceden
rom the Covenant Foundation
sh Education.

e mailes, the same wvirtues th
And she carries them even mo
that he gained and retained t
lovely is surely his greatest

ell you that Lenny did not se
or relishes such open flatter



rish fold numerous idealists,
irnings had no prior Jewish ex
iage of universalist actiwvism.

he activities and many more w
i to secure the Jewish future.

+ activities, we render our ho
.11 value most: not only the
\e, nor only the tribute of ou
‘eat love for him, but above a
+ buttress that cause which co
the flaming passion of his li



genuinely interested in gener
aid that if I did take a publi

e way, that debate might be mu

ke with Gene Mihaly and subseq
ngs

t with them..and they can atte
I stood, where I believed the
eless I welcomed their applica
easure because I felt it would

deemed important for our relig



ak yesterday at the end of the
t that you are entitled to kno
ose I gave you someting of a s

vening sermon

ssible argument was made durin
is no reason for me to multipl

our brief points:

welcoming community and I hav

those who urged us to be as op



our historic calling...
t defines us as the covenant p

urselves as sons and daughters

ol, a vessel, if you will,

can pour divergent theologica
vessel is not there, such a p
an intellectual debate,
pouring of the heart and soul,
yer if you will,

ionless clinging to God.
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overarching affirmation of fa
of God's unity.

te ground of our collective be
nded us this morning, it was t

ple sang throughout their mill

e at the epicenter of the whir
call the shoah did our people
the innermost circle of hell,
le voice that prayere and they

I believe in redemption.
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respect them, their integrity,
ination to follow their chosen
he fervent hope of Prof. Mihal
e that as the members of Beth
dance of their able rabbi,

e to recognize

ius of Judaism is best express
God and there is none else'

od can never be known."

haly wrote, "is the historic w
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Museum, that unique educational venture which intertwines bo

The capable Chairman of that Camp, Earle Schwartz, is al:
Kohlmeyer who presently chairs the Board of the Museum of tl
~mom Toslees ek -4 hrough them the many men and wome

of Southern Jewry even as they seek to

1, and to participate in these joyous an
nowledge that I stand on the bimah of ;
nding president of our religious comm
erica, Isaac Mayer Wise. It is a knowledg
1 tI'lC ."iti]lIlL'SS (]F thﬁ }‘mur WE Cdn EIITI(].‘
tless pounding against eternity’s shore.

ind me of a tale that is told in the literas

g whose son was gone from his side fo

e to learn abour life, to pursue his ow
worth. As sometimes happens under such circumstances, a cer
between father and son which, given the politics of royalty, mig
crisis for the entire country.

One day the prince returned, but because he was exhausted by h
to rest at the edge of the kingdom. When his father heard of
messenger to bid his son to come home at once, in order to be
young man saw this sizable troop, he became frightened. He w
great nower and nf the tranninoc af nalace life And <n he cent
W

W
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stance, as did the prince of our story.

1etaphor for the experience of Reform Judaism in America. Ours
its wisdom been able to say to our prodigal children: “Come as
come to meet you.” Ours is a movement that did not stand on
lefend the sanctity of tradition at the expense of continuity. But
boundaries of Judaism, to reconcile with the forces of change, to
ar as they could come, and if necessary, to meet them more than

ruer than in the American South. Tho
¢ the critical two decades preceding the
' to Southern ways with speed and faci
ately 200,000 Jews living in America o)
r so lived in the South. Unable to claim
nselves in any way from the land of lib
ws of the South found in Reform Judai
ught a truly American religious identity
en in this very place, “the progress of |

)cument expressing the impulse to Reform Judaism is a Southern

n from a group of Charleston, South Carolina Jewish business-
heir congregation, Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim. Dated December

1 149 1 1 » 1



cidence that in these same eight founding Southern and border
claim nearly 150 congregations.

Some of these are smaller groupings to be sure, but they are no

o Poemee oo koo -] congregation Jews have truly been th
nd the most active organs of outreach o
lasp hands for us, for American Jewry :
re the ones for whom the hallmark R
ar brand of personal courage and comm
nost concerned with issues of preservati
mmunity has been fading during our lifs
cer generation of which I spoke when
ole remains a vibrant center of Reform
‘hat activity, like the locus of Jewish ecor
g the Civil War from the small town 1

Yet look around you at the people assembled for this Natchez Jew
will see not only current members of Temple B’nai Israel and the
page of the Torah in their own right, but also representatives of 1’
Historic Foundation, and of like State wide institutions: the D«
State Historic Preservation Commission, the Mississippi Herit
Sacred Places. Their presence here bears testimony to the fact t
of Natchez is an integral part of the history of Natchez, of Miss
and of America itself. It is a history of peddlers and pioneer:
Iz

1C

I
L



» of the late 19th Century, Jews served as mayor, aldermen, sher-
, even as fire marshals. Jews were active as Masons, Odd Fellows
vish citizens were responsible for the build-up of Natchez-on-the
toric district in this fair city.

native years of all, the decades of the civil rights struggle in which
- Jews from the North and South alike contributed their measure
lvocate of human and civil rights, Rabbi Seymour Bottigheimer,
nPlC at '['hLJ Start nFnur EEHTLII'}" a timﬁ W

wions, nevertheless invited the illustriou

1 Carver, to occupy this very pulpit.

, then, are like gold ore, heavy with pre
efended thanks to Temple B'nai Israel’s
Southern Jewish experience. Yet there i
emory, my friends. Memory must hav
lace: hope.

rabbis spoke of them as the two ange

eir many years of wanderings: one on tl

iemory to things of the past, people and <. ciivo convarca o ws Uy
1g to the distant future, brightening up the goal and giving hope.
epresents more than a Homecoming, more than a celebration of
r rededication to a mission of continuity, our rededication to the



ed, in as fully a Jewish lifestyle as we might choose - - but read:
values of our faith into a language that America might hear.

Champions of ]udalsm' No longer content merely to practice a
t : prevailing social order - - but ready n

ar upon our CIVICS.

religion has roots as deep as the deepest
imitment, pride and active outreach tha
years is best understood and most rea
an dream is not diminished by rust, w
values; the embrace of Judaism, as a re:
mest.

2 the impulse to Reform first took plac
rs. For Jewish life in the American Sout
| Spirit, in df:pth of commitment, in inf

Today, therefore, in Natchez, we are participating in what the .
Abraham Geiger called “the transition from the past into a reg
Reform, Geiger taught, “does not break with the past but rather |
which connects the present and the past.”

Aye, from the ground of memory, we grow budding flowers of ¢
low this holy place forevermore.



NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH CULTURE AWARD
TO
DR. LEONARD FEIN

BY
RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER



itical activist which have had
f American Jewish life and tht

r that he is lacking in those i
1lar. He held professorships i
.y. He co-directed Harvard an:
itudies. He authored six book:
inumerable articles. He condus
.n a variety of disciplines rai
mer city to Jewish identity.

.can-American studies that was
ls of school systems throughou!
crisis was widely read and we.
i politics became the standar:



ther throughout his life, even
‘iting, and his lecturing, and
. ways of teaching.

munded Moment magazine, he beci
.on. It was an altogether remi
1ss act, a crushing confutatio:
where issues of vital importa:
discussed. And this above al.
helped set the American Jewisl
wus and cultural agenda.

:ing editor; even his rejectios
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1l opposition to some of Israe:

'ently and almost singlehanded.
)alition to press for a more at
e hope of staying the tragedy

some of his finest teaching.

miversalism and particularism
lesson not just by precept bui
the lesson inherent in Emerso:

les as books enable only babbl:
ine man, net any liar, not any

but only he can give who
'reate who is, courage, wisdom,






air healing. We still mourn.
nan being. The feeling persi:
ind we to receive. And so we

.ittle that any of us can say
iel and Jay, their wives and ¢
keenly. Their wounds are toc
1, we can offer them that che
ion that comes with the knowl
Many others feel an aching en
- community grieves for it has

tting and pronmer. therafara.



e burdens of this congregatio
burden of shaping this Templ
e burden of attending to your
y teaching, by precept and ex
ourden of all, when he walked
1 into the valley of the shad
in and sorrow . . . then his «

burden became nigh to unbear:

1g this synagogue’s songs
life was reborn, when health

ipoken. He sana other =sono=s :



yored on countless Committees
.ghest leadership councils. 1§
+ did with all his might; eve:
and spirit with which he was

.ndebted to him for his notabl
\r national youth and camping
I came to know him first. Af{
.n that arena as "Mo-Dean," (1
irved as dean of countless nat
ved to rear generations of you
:ssional and lay leaders of ot

He was a veritable pied-pi
mna neonle. Bw a maacic all b



iorth of ideals; he always stc
them, refusing to depart from
' to appease an enemy.

ested an uncommon courage in
of his heroic work in rescui
the cultist movements of our
what risks he courted . . . w
t he knowingly, willingly pai
merous young people and their
, tragic fate.

ke courage in his personal 1li
were few others by cruel fat



1 those who peopled his life.
de. His love was seamless.
ose who stood near, but those

knew him ever forget that big
over with love, his arms spre

live, that image will gleam i

> master, Reb Moshe Leib Sass:

lped me to understand the tru
im at an inn talking to his o

:nd: ‘Do you love me, Ivan?’
rourse I do.’ And then the pu
10w what hurts me Tvan?’ "No
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years of his illness she kepf
im to live. Together they wa.
irs, drinking from its one cuj
1 sweet - - giving true meani:
marriage.

.ce Davis lived the kind of 1i
- - a life large and generous
+ great in the scope of its in
jilveness, courageous as an act
't over set-backs and disaster

ld me not to be overly mournf
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k to bless the living. Mauri
f us: that we cherish those
love the living whom he loved

io so. Then, though a leaf h
w#ill remain firm and strong.

1 spring has truly come, new .
iches.

soul be bound up in the bond ¢






6 all the more intolerable wht
d us . . . when was it, only !
' now. . . when many of us wer:
50th wedding anniversary. Hos
iir joy radiated to all of us.
\g their remaining years seren
i in that beautiful house, witl
: Berkshire Hills, which they 1|
delighted so much, and with T

0 be. BAs the Yiddish adage h:
tht." Human plans are at cont!:



We, too, are sorrow-strickei:

will miss her presence and £«

that Marge’s final tribute be
& synagogue. After all, this
w so much of her strength. Cl
'ed to this area, they made it
@ and they quickly determined

me .

'emple - she was one of its Tn
ainments and ceaselessly stros
‘huck worshipped here with reqi
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ibbi Glaser called me late las
1 of that fact; he spoke lovin
ler grace.

:ntly gracious. She was also
» pf the beautiful. This, too
iritual nature. For you see,
n and art; remember, if you w
srcraftsman was named Betzalel
1ade of God," that is to gay,

rit. "'Margie delighted in fash
:ographer of uncommon skill.

vorks of art. Their essence 1
1 the visible. They were rath



performers and all the fine p
lge enhanced their appreciatio:

. stop with its analysis. She

listener. She also felt the 1
i, allowing it to wash over he:
. of every-day life.

.¢ was her religion, and this :
th. To begin with she loved .
‘teinberg was one of her favor:
| we will hear one of his comp:«
worite, the Steinberg Shalom I
whether we call it sacred or !



@atest measure of her love was
to her: her children and thei:
all her grandchildren. They 3
m. When you saw her with ther
matter, you saw Margie at her

he least, Marge loved Chuck w:
iim with her quiet strength in
I always admired how she open:
:n her mother-in-law no longer
couldn’t have been an easy tir
iplaint. She knew that Chuck 1
th for her. His pain was her j

together they walked the way «



:inue to depend on

1ly for those who
: living, who
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itand in awe at her inherent a
Margery was the most ingenuou
're were no chokhmas about her
. upbringing that engendered i
f kindness was on her tongue.
rst days when my young family
Is ago, to the habit she late.
her home and into her heart 1«
who were bereaved of their sp¢
with Chuck and her. Hers wa:
ess that pervaded every relat:
es were simple. How joyous w:
n the circus came to town, a -
ccompanied our young Debbie tc
or the happiness she would de
a beautiful flower growing wil

atent fakery, of daily dissimu
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ago, Margery suffered a deep
ury to her personhocod that was
rily caused by my own momentai
ership that failed to thwart 1|
certain temple officials. Yet
after a few weeks, she resumec
dance at Emeth. I marveled si
hat healing balm of reconcili:
ncere Shabbat Shalom greetings
dignified willingness to lay
et on with the business of Ten
nally miss Margery’s bright er
as compounded of equal parts c
genuine glee at human encounte

true disciple of our ancestor
and pursuing peace, loving all
close to the Torah through fc
1.

women builds her house." Mar
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i knowing to the very end, anc
thbugh they were dimmed by ill
to accept. He was such a prec
ts that he had much more to gi
ad bereft.

o the bereaved - - to Michae
grandson, Andy, but above all
most keenly. Yet our words ¢
ly the knowledge that there ar
L1l give them a measure of cor
1 "others" today. An entire c



AMErlica s KerIorIm movement was
a quiet, not a clamorous lead
it when he did, he was in full

Everyone respected the sound
jdom. And this above all, the
¢ him to be a man of principle
i; resolutely pledged to attai
1, either to please a friend o

ital in the acquisition of nea
» finest and most lasting cont
| Betty and Joe Harlam to prof
:hen he helped nurture Camp Ha
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in health. She loved him as

Together they walked the way
lg from it one cup, when it re
:rue meaning to the words: hus

all, find the strength to tur
:he sake of those who continue



=1\




daughter into the Covenant of Israel.

thechinah. May the light we see in |
hearts shine on those who come to §
e privilege of parenthood and provide
oliness, with Torah, with simchah
s. We present to her these candlest
fay the light of Shabbat illumine her |
be a world bathed in the light of shal

(Debby lights candle)
Bob

blessing to those who know her.



S a name
)d and by her parents,

§ a name
" Stature, and given by her smile,

} @ name
planets and given her by her neight

' a name
celebrations and given her by her c.

a name
takes and given her by her longings.



LCLW UL Juy alld ceicordauon. oDy cal
en now our joy in children and tem

of giving new names, we again con
5. We commit ourselves to remen
hose names will not be forgotten bec
beauty and innocence were as pro
[l be remembered again because w

wr child names in their names.

-- Written by R«

Saba
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» from the Hebrew, meaning grace,
is the mother of the Prophet Samue!

Debby

s "noble" or "princess". Sarah is a 1
ther Sali. Sali was a woman of are
termined, and a loving grandparent :
Sarah will live to see her dreams fulf
~and know the profound blessing of
en, as did her great grandmother.
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