MS-630: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler Digital Collection, 1961-1996.
Series C: Speeches and Eulogies, 1967-1996.

Box Folder
26 3

Speeches, 1996.

For more information on this collection, please see the finding aid on the
American Jewish Archives website.

3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
513.487.3000
AmericanJewishArchives.org






these sessions of the World Jer
the music of Jewish life in i:
. of its richness.

mgress is overarching and all:
1e in Jerusalem we can hear no
ient but also the voices of thi
* our people was born, where o
rerishable message of justice .
mists sang their deathless so:
for ws and all humanity."

as is his wont, was not exac
iignment. "“The subject is Jew



'ged on the anvil of our lives
r, their biography, if you wil
e conviction, that ahavat yis:
1e, within my heart, within my
it Jews.

)f a Yiddish poet, the child o
the German Jewish boy who stw
)1 but who also worshipped in
-~ the first to be firebombed
itallnacht.

jee from that kind of Nazi ter
the many Allied Jewish soldie:



» experience, indeed, of the t
history of displacement and p

jource, this sense of the miny
tat I have of representing all
t my Jewishness and impels me .
tling of Jewish peoplehood.

re for Jews knows no limits.

.y for I certainly have no tru
igh they call themselves Jews.
me to know with a certainty w
:able to the ribono shel olam.



iy is not only a record of ph
metaphysical notions...Jews ci
.0 have been created and commai

is a construct of memory and °
| tradition, the bearers of a1
iion. Our wvast achievements a:
rontinuing commitment to that -
6 ethical and spiritual ideal:
.stinguishable from other peop.
:hat bond which binds us one t.
ise of mutual responsibility w
re, Without a thriving Judais:



d, that an ignorant Jew cannof
not every learned Jew thereby

Judaism, in its mainstream, 1
se., Our teachers did not bel:
Wlitude or isclation alone. Al
e the gquest for holiness may 1
.n the self it must not end th
.er need to turn outward to a ]
iffort to repair .dt.

:al sensibility emerges from tl
miversally applicable and req
ws but to all of human kind.

usion that the Baruch Goldste.



as deserving of slaughter wou!
&h peacemaker spattering his :
Jllowing his life into history.

'ere, my friends: We disbelies
translate into violence. We 1|
rds are not wind, that they ai
w can hold society together o1

shalmi reminds us:

veak in Syria can kill in Rome'
jphor, they rage in their acads



& an obligation, as a debt thi
k at this stiff-necked people,
ruggled to survive...you must
" tradition...you owe it to the«

m as an act of vengeance: "Lt
+ holoecaust...we say, "The Je:
iillion of us turned into wisp:
vou mustn't allow Hitler toc h:

‘ael and recall its near miraci
wst constant peril and we ins:



(. the world, ever preaching ant

innot, we dare not separate et]
ih education, for you see we ti
know Torah, nor even to teach
wrah.

lebbe taught:

. amount to that they expound '
| see to it that all his actio:
himself becomes so entirely T«
| learn from his habits and hi:
m his motionless clinging to t



a tragic truth: that the cont
alternatives -- and the incre
g Orthodoxy -- is rendering Ju
ly visited and beyond the cap:

an ancient myth, not a liwvine
‘ity. Jewish law becomes an of
han a path for righteous livii
th becomes a burden from the |
‘e in/the lives of the majorit:

le of a foolish religious per:

nd answers: "One who sees a cl



iet between the Pharisees and
| between Saadya Gaacn and Ben
rs celebrated Rosh Hashona anc

fusal of the Sephardim to hee
. polygamy .

'ent times when the Chassidim «
pposed the Maskilim, who splif
wcular and religious, as well :
+ were Halachik authorities wht



-

swer, we have nonetheless defi

+a living history which is pa
. identity. In our own day, fc
me forces of the right and lei
r the fading relics of the Ame
Justed their perspectives on <

ence of history.

gle to' . secure the safety of I:
d Jews, or against anti-Semit!
%, Conservative and Reform Jew

‘e most fierce in weoicing theia



ionate dialogue between the He¢
es us with a felicitous model
Between these two schools a s
Each informed the other whe:
lings of the other school were
three instances, the House oi
ewish practice fixed in agreer
due to the kindness and modest
ouse of Hillel studied the ar¢
mentioned the words of Shamme

it that I would have liked to
cent Reform Jewish innovation:



he memory of the shoah should

t weighs heavy upon us. It c¢
| mandate for unity. Let us ne¢
0 destroy us made no distinct!
, whatever our "qualifying ad:
epted as Jews by non-Orthodox
h though their mothers were n¢
sisters in death, so must we ¢
rs in life.

h secularism




LELYVELD SHELOSHIM LECTURE
BY
RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER

PN a2 ___ 2



tions. Certainly Arthur’s ini
©oly halls or even your wider «
g, regionally or nationally,
s. He spoke at our conventio:
es and commissions. He servec
s. Indeed, he led our Youth 1
nd NFTY remains the jewel of ¢
er he undertook to do, he did
ng those rich gifts of mind ar
ply endowed.

S a great teacher and preacher
on and of uncommon courage. K
able. He was what he wanted ¢



twice since the beginning of

i transpiring there were harro
tockets raining on Northern Ga
iponse . . . and before that,

ignited by the clerics of Ham
ision and claimed too heavy a -
will recall, were those two v
were engaged to be married am
+ another in a Connecticut cem

‘ingle most dreadful weapon of
am most admiring of the frient
and of many others in Israel :
irit of those who were killed,



adah. And so they insist that
terrorists precisely what the

course, are of a different mi
ians. They do not deem Arafat
st for peaceful coexistence.
to be aborted forthwith if not
1 to the status quo ante.

:ter, those Israeli spoilers o
/7 @ Jewish religious extremism
* Moslem variety. Think of th
Yigal Amirs and the adulation



trace back to the barbed wire

long argued, should not erect
own - - neither through the dc
ns, nor through the hurling of
st Jew. Barbed wire as a mili
88 a security measure, of cour
tate of mind? That is inadmis
on and atrocity.

sion which Yitzchak Rabin even
t, Rabin the unifier of Jerusa
1g as the only alternative for
derience, not sentiment, that
ins against stones, bombs agai



Sharm el Sheikh. Over 27 Heac
participated including a swatl
ates. That would have been ur
an and Israel have exchanged e
a respected state and no longe
ing Israel’s economy. The ren
munity has been freed. Milits
rough multilateral talks with

b-Israell peace process, flawe
alized Israel’s relations with
ce building policies are spawn
are facts that no assassin’s b
1 undo.



Arthur Lelyveld, during his y¢
llel Foundations, was wvictimi:
inions but fought back tenacic

the rhetorical rantings of tt
olates the bounds of a reason:
ect, it forecloses such a disc
is misguided or even stupid,

place of ideas. But when he
er, the case can be made that

he debate at all.

ot, triumphalist proclamations



wiors for whose Kingdom it st:
rucified, risen and coming ag:
rty for all who believe . . .

at Robertson has been known tc
ion of the United States is a
r self-government by Christiar
e you turn it into the hands ¢
ple . . . they can use it to ¢
ons of our society."

are hundreds of religious trac
s harmony in this land. When
you deny the wvalidity of these



nings and more merely deepen 1
se who indulge in simplistic »
r complex human condition, are
the Protocols of the Elders of
they themselves do no engage
serve to feed its underground

h its vituperative rage, Ameri
olicy debate into a holy war.
nd the common humanity of the
of idolatry. It is monster n
e Jerusalem Talmud tells us, *
(Peah 1:1) - - or, to update



e clarion call of Reform Judaij
itions of decency with men anc
nd in our land and in the worl

one case in point, what happer
ago. Yes the self same state

It was during the Christmas-
orm congregation, the only syr
smeared with swastikas and ant
speople rose in defense of its
ly did they help the Jews of E
ir house of worship, come Hanu
ristian men and women kindled
their window sills of their h



lem to stand at our side and w
if others.

tant than this consideration «
the awareness of our solemn di
our fellow Jews, but for all «
ght a thing that thou should 1}
he tribes of Jacob and to rest
Israel. T will also give the«
ons that my salvation may be 1

st another ethnic group or anc
l in the past has been for a t



11



was laid to rest

rds of farewell were spoken.
ng with you, as did so many ot
mily of congregations.

tnegp— O Y O PORT—FO—Ti LT
ur's influence extended far be
wider community.

doing, regionally or nationall
d by his creative genius.

onventions.

ntless committees and commissi

- = W B -



is decent and good and pure.

wisely counseled me not to eu
o speak on a theme reflective
oncerns to which he would give
ips now silent speak.

ich I determined is of such a
it manifests itself both here
d his intense concern

ld have stirred his passionate

which vexes us greatly,



iring of the friends and parer
others in Israel as well

n the name and spirit of those
ce process continue,

aelis persist in the quest for
red by this new wave of devast
does it not: to be deaf to the
be led by rage when we most w
at every time a bomb goes off,

me a baby is killed, and every



£ course, are of a different m
the Palestinians.

Arafat a reliable partner in t

the peace process to be aborte

th an immediate return to the

atter, those Israeli spoilers
nd fired by a Jewish religious

8 a mirror image the Moslem va



notion that we have no friends
ywhere about us

rmined to forge alliances with

sophy -- this ethical optimisw
sistently defined our collecti
as of land, peace, cccupation,
appropriate use of military p
far as the modern Jewish stat
iy paths trace back to the bar

, we have long argued,



for the necessity of the houx

e Minister join the ranks

hetically thin ranks -

ders who truly convert swords
old warrior assured us: There

had scoured every corner of it
a certainty that while the rc

gers, the road back leads only

s terrorist wariety which spat

ith blood and swallowed his 1i



has been heightened through n
b world.

ab-Israeli peace process, flaw
alized Israel's relations witk
e-building policies are spawni

hat no assassin's bullet or te

and this point quires emphas

s, and I count self among tk
ulgent with Arafat and the Pal

the incipient Palestinian Stat



toked by religious fanaticism,
throughout the world,
t finds its counterpart even c

manifest in the garb of the ra

olence of this now politically
eafening.

L in apocalyptic terms,

e between good and evil, betwe
forces of light and of darknes

vor the Equal Rights Amendment



alt with in the market place c
beled immoral and a sinner, tk

not deserve to be in the deba

not, triumphalist proclamation
cally to exclude Jews from the
erly sensitive on that score,

d you react, given our history
rd Randall Terry of Operation
ve of intolerance wash over yc

a Christian nation...we are c
s country...we don't want plur



validity of these other tradi
s of those varying faiths

ey are really not welcome here

being overly sensitive, after
n also declared equality for w
agenda that encourages women t
children, practice witchcraft,
lesbians."

no cannibalism?]

we are, no doubt.

u have us make of recent discl



ders of Zion in every generati
lves do not engage in anti-Sen

ments serve to feed its underc

th its vituperative rage Ameri
olicy debate into a holy war.

mon interests and the common k

t of idolatry...It is monster
so, as the Jerusalem Talmud te

yria and kills in Rome" (Peah



jority of the world's peoples

ightness of our cause

for Jews ...

o prevail...

; is the clarion call of Refor
ids us forge coalitions of dec
n and women of good will

y abound in our land and in tk

one case in point, what happe

o



of Israel, and embattled Jews
separation of church and stat
hese battles we need allies.
ain and retain our allies

ue to lock out only for oursel

ter, Moshe Leb Sasscover taught

lped me to understand the true
him at an inn talking to his c¢
"Do you love me, Ivan?" And Iv
then the peasant asked: "And d
an." "No," replied he, "how c
luded the peasant," if you do
say that you love me?"

P 5 - i -m -



right...and this, in essence,
religious extremism of whateve
th full faith that to be a Jew
ved endangered species.

be a goad to the conscience ¢
art of flesh and blood and not
to weep where there are tears
be part of the civilizing ancd
rse...

defy despair though the Messi

- e L LB PO P . i 2

14



‘srael



‘an Jews are a generous lot. |
merous stream of funds to Isr:

as we properly should; the s:
rn. But little or no priorit:
ynagogue.

ible for teaching our childre:
finaneially pressed, over-burc
£ Who will assure that ther:

Jewishly committed generatio:
1 provide the teachers and the
generation? Who will assure 1
mal Jewish organizations a re:
+ able to draw for their membe:



pacity of demagoguery to trant
elieved the ability of Jewish
arbed wire faith system with 1
ic suicide bombers. Perhaps
+ machine gqun fire of Baruch Gt
. the applause and adulation w:
ed in certain circles, failed
'. We failed to grasp that whe
ld prompt a person to view Mu:
thter would extend sooner or 1l:
there be no doubt about it.

1 Amir are the toxic harvest «
m which absorbed the holocaust
ch insists that we live in an



sion which Yitzchak Rabin ever
r, Rabin the unifier of Jerus:
ng as the only alternative fo
perience, not sentiment, that
uns against stones, bombs aga:
ians slaughtering one another;

Swallowing his revulsion in t
e realized that the necessity
or the necessity of the hour v
ster 'join the ranks - -"those
ders who truly convert swords
- old warrior assured us; ther¢

ad scoured every corner of it.



s. It has 1ts counterpart in
is it limited to the Middle E:
ut the world and finds its con
e it is manifest in the garb ¢
The rhetorical violence of thi
is nigh to deafening. Everytl

as a struggle between good ar
ween the forces of light and ¢

vor the Equal Rights Amendment
ly." Those who insist on eque
lled "perverts." Those who of
ed as "anti-Christ." And thos
mated "murderers,” "the Nazi !



AL e e WAV AL el W A T D WILST L 2 hllﬂl‘ !
'al vision. . . tolerance is tl
iciety."

in Fort Lauderdale’s Presbytt
m Quayle, joined 2000 of Kenn:
with a cross on it, they recii

egiance to the Christian flag
wiors for whose Kingdom it st:
rucified, risen and coming ag:
| 1iberty for all who believe

.obertson has been known to sar

tion of the United States is :
r self-government by Christial
rn it into the hands of non-Cl
it to destroy the very foundal



+ very ones who will reinvent f
. in every generation. Or if 1
~Semitism, their preachments :
it. When it speaks with its wv!
mn right translates policy deb:
. common interests and the cor
y. It is primal act of idolai
'he one who does so, as the Je:
in Syria and kills in Rome."

phor, they stand in the pulpif
n as pistols spit their fatal

n Jews to react to all these 3
g, are infected with the sepa:



+ of that city, was defaced - .
—Semitic slogans. The townsps
y Jewish community. Not only
‘leanse and rededicate their h¢
night, tens of thousands of CI
kkah menorahs and placed them
ies for all to see, and let the
t know that the citizenry of I
ng of hatred and wanton acts «

friends, and we will need ther
we may be less than 2% of the
» wage on behalf of Israel and
| of church and state. To win



st another ethnic group or ant
1l in the past has been for a i}
mst continue to have meaning 1

everly and movingly wrote:

" to survive, I must become a }
in order to survive, I must k!
separate myself from humankinc
‘iolence, the callousness, the
my opponents, then survival :

ight, and this, in essence, i:
+ religious extremism of whates
faith that to be a Jew is to I



3
- T
and the simple...

in multitudes along the road
8 death."

ess graves.
verlasting sleep are not knowr
orget them.
our hearts and give them a pl
d memories of our own beloved.

ance give us the strength
death to life,

e others hate,

e others despair,

r belief in humankind and in t
everything, there is meaning i
istory.

substance to the words of ouz:



for

ALFRED DANIELS

~

AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES




lived a long and full life.
-score years that Scripture al
s dying is not easy to accept,
man being. The feeling persits
and we to receive. And so we

to Stella, his ever faithful ]
s devoted children, their mot!}
n, Justin and Katelyn, whom he
he loss most keenly, yet there
say to them. ‘Words bring but
But perhaps the knowledge the



mme, if not remembered smiles.

relebrate in Al’s life, for he
:nsity and zest. Other people
in not they husband their ener
Not so Al. He luxuriated in
of his existence to slip by u
1 moment of his life, with all

: the core of his character:
exuberant embrace of life.

vhich he achieved a rare blend



whimsical paintings and sculp
es of his and Stella’'s home.

ntbined with his suffusing char
merchant that he was. Indeed
1is profession - - Chairman an
‘prises.

ind of a corporate executive.

1e life of the soul, dreaming -
1e practical needs of the mome
ilso for beauty, not only for



red moreover, that these publi
10t exceeded by many individua
ly to giver and receiver, nd a
: tender privacy. Stella told
:d from individuals whom he he
sre downsided out, enabling th
jth. There certainly was no m
Jnce he embraced you as such,
stand at your side.

1se of humor was an aspect of
:st, demonstrates a fellow fee
15 nothing pompous about Al.
ly. He did not bleoat with pri



a life large and generous, bol
e great in the scope of its in
giveness, and courageous as ar

er has turned to tears, our jc
ice is stilled and his lumines
e weep because a star has beer
ives, and our lives are the de

t this way: "the best is that
shall take our leave now, know
tains a sharp and full image ¢
become ever more significant



ave to happen?
gs law of life that exacts the
its joys,

of loss for each of its gifts:

1 lived a long and full life.

re than the four-score years t
e strong.

is not easy to accept, is it?

cious human being.

sts that he had much more to ¢



this companionship of sorrow.

l1's presence

want of his tireless care.

me not to be overly mournful
sorrow here, but rather happi
this a solemn service of remen
her a celebration of Al's life
is precisely what he would war

ibute to be.

-



[

ness,

t embrace of life.

V
which he achieved a rare blenc

ion.

, razor-sharp in its ability t
s thoughts with precision.
a restless mind, a constantly

yond his ken, or at least his



mbined with his suffusing cha:
brilliant fashion merchant tl
o the very pinnacle of his prc

and President and CEO of giant

ind of a corporate executive.
lways nurtured the life of the
at dreams,

g beyond the practical needs ¢
g not only for use but also fc

t only for comfort but also fc



bined Jewish Appeal
few of the many institutions c

oked his concern.

red moreover, that these publi
d if not exceeded by many indi
s known only to giver and rece
the more precious for their t
the many letters he received
ed in a time of need?Ldﬁzw M

g them to regain their dignity



HAT HIS DUTIES TOUK Wi SO FAr P
e THan + Thed 4T OF (e Freer
dren, his grandchildren, Justi

f course, the very jewels of I

Stella, as she loved him.
companion of his life and soul
wife more constant than was st
she loved him,—with—anr aboundi
ked the way of life,

years

m its one cup -- when it ran &



arp and full image of Al's abi
come ever more significant wit
for us when they taught:

ven us by nature is short,

memory of well-spent life is

as we live, Al teoo will live,

ow a part of us as we remember



T e ameew wwr sasSEWERSE EALNS L IR I..I'ﬂ..l.ll

0 assuage the anguish of the immediate bere
» among us watching yesterday's funeral cere
' glistening on that beautiful, sensitive face of
>ke so movingly of her "personal hero."

ead. Words cannot sooth a hurt as grievous
Lnechama, that measure of consolation that ¢
. Look about you and see: countless others,
lized humanity stands bereft.

“state and above all, as a man of peace - - Yi
\nd we who stand in awe of his towering life
our tears, like David upon hearing of the des

our hands to kill the Lord's anointed"



arks there. And those who lie in ambush on 1
they invoke are idols sculpted in cold steel.

d of real enemies; it is but the unwarranted a
Ince upon a time, we are taught, such a sinat
iction of the Holy Temple and our nationhoo

e relearned: that words are not wind, that th
zether or incite a fanatic to kill. Let us be he

great sorrow over this loss. To our grieving
ur comforting presence. To the Prime Minis

sympathy as well as our grateful thanks for tl
make history.



f Spring, and Spring is the t!
nt," so Milton wrote, “and it
inst nature not to go out and

“rejoicing.”®

t can well do that. We can go
| rejoice, roll up our sleeves
but as Jews, rolled-up sleev:

' numbere tattooed on the arms



could forget. But quick forge
& who lost one third of their
me and one half million of the
t, guiltless all! Quick heal:
e for whom nature itself was ¢

i sowed bones instead of seeds

. memories continue to h
- stagger. The pavement sinks

mnd, the world reels. We cam



ieak, for we are the spokesmen
tify in their behalf. Ever t«

d, but brutal men who brought

rough and outlived this evil ¢
badge is burned on their flesl
‘e thinning; the generations c«
ple forget. And there are the

t its slate, to make it seem at



wever faltering
)egin this task as

iries of our

jod. "

ons to be gleaned from all th!

. loathsome even to ask such a
ons" of genocide, for to do s«
at were grotesquely purposeles
ed paranoia and grim bureaucr:
. very purposelessness, that mc
r without need, to wade throus

a redeeming sense of destinat



mr life. MNever more will it !
ot see, that we had ears but ¢

that we failed to speak.

ow this to happen again!"* Th:
led the ereation of the moder:
he Jews of the world to do ewv:
+ its .safety., This the vital 1
is to legendary acts of heroi:

‘escue, over one short week enc

Ethiopian Jews. And remember,



icure when a recent poll showe«
lay believe that Jews and not 1
‘'or the Holocaust, that the wit

ty after all.

allayed when even in our own ¢
have seen an alarming rise du:
David Duke who wears a swastil

nonetheless gathers a majorit



fuel.

ide are not merely of another «
o we are not likely to forget
"If I am not for myself, who
Hitler a posthumous wictory.
ve. Survival: it is the best

only worthy response to those

truth which emerges from the



t since the end of World War
instances of race exterminatic
d as genocide. Think of the !
hina's killing fields. Think
nd on and on. Numerous indeec

: hell of human depravity.

encapsulates this truth: = "A »
tl." "An entire world is aflar

needed, therefore, is a bucke

just to douse the blazing roc



status. We would not have acl
 enjoy here in this land were
ich was neither crafted nor re¢
srael would not have been est:

rld’s peoples recognized the 1

for Jews. We need allies to j

retain them if we care only f«

.er, Moshe Leb Sassover taught



in Scripture:

ght a thing that thou shouldsi
dise up the tribes of Jacob am
 of Israel I will also give tl
 nations. That my salvation
he earth."

st another ethnic group or ant
(1 in the past has been for a |l

lust continue to have meaning 1

everly and movingly wrote:

" to survive I must become a b:



it not precisely this parochi:

'hips to their barbaric sense ¢

worge Santayana taught: “"When
'‘an commit atrocities." Surel:
ian beings have believed is th:
lividuals or groups over other:
h has led us into a century ¢
ame absurdity now threatens t«

rnel houses of Auschwitz.

gy



©0 one great spectrum. It is 1
quid fashion it into wvisible,
iinds the world from horizon t«¢

ysical. It is the earth’s arl

» earth are witness to what haj
id pieces of the sky collapse.

ls in the spectrum of sufferin«

t; hold our heads high, wear om



the particular are inextricab
re not deny the claims of eith
ticular heritage for the sake

inevitably betray humanity in
1ity and serve only ourselves,

ieals which alone give meaning

* two-fold truth forged on the

the thoughts that stir within



AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES

b & 4 & 0 40

14



ho should be honoring you, for
would have been thwarted daily
women of this Conference and t
t of the criticism whenever I
adical.

e the ones who made real those
ly projected.

therefore, I give thanks to ez
only my co-workers and interg

0 been my masters and teachers



Tel Aviv.

t stubborn clinging to hope £l
st has been such a time,

atched our fierce expectation
punctured by a Jewish assassi
w wholly assaulted by the Hamz
ed our souls and consumed our
sion of almost everything else
almost sacrilegious to speak c

h as Outreach -- my given topi

- . i) " == -~



they had before them Amalekite
er portrays Amalek's tactics:

i you on the march when you we
n all the stragglers in the re

our Hassidic Rebbe had a sudd
the Divine light turned on fc

ldren of Israel not forgotten
t instead had brought them clc
el, the Amalekites would not h
ause you left them behind and
ailed. Therefore does the Tora
to remember not his evil but ¢
ose who fell behind and to bri

hat you will not forget those



mber and was I inspired by the
botnikis of the Russian steppe
embraced Judaism without ever
m a Siberian prison during Wor
r some time with these zealous
served as their Hebrew teacher
news that a pogrom was being ¢
Saratof, the region's capital,
attention of these Jews by chc

took their farm implements in

T i e EETU R TR e



first, Outreach ultimately re
on on the American Jewish scer
our community now recognize tk
ach to the problem of interma:x
ludes those who most disparage
s before his death, Rav Solove
d voice of mainline Orthodoxy,
he plague of intermarriage, fx
en spared, it is necessary to

- within, of course, an orthod

is doing it



ark .
come a program with revolutior

elf-perception.

e has its detractors, to be su
nay-sayers are but a fractiou
ir fretful grievances

ly three-pronged.

misreading of Outreach involve

as counteractive rather than



- - -

ign of our indifference.

ve seen, such realism about ir
ad to every corner of the Jewi
Day School graduates now inter
e otherwise?

of American Jewry, with its s
e, is simply an ineluctable fs
of which only a gesture of wel
a stern reproach, can make the

ay "no" and be successful witk



have found a home in our sanct

the bleak statistics cited in
11 who are intermarried,

don't even know that the Jewi
ared to re-embrace them.

about outreach programs of ar
nt nation-wide study attests,

convinced that the Jewish con

re of Outreach here -- there i

ding and creative effort to ge



ve won the hearts of thousands
y of them becoming Jews by Chc
them in the wvanguard of those

form Judaism a meaningful Reli

ull sguare to the second pronc
fork:
all of these strangers in our

dilute Judaism, to water it ¢

nstitute bowdlerization of Out

ecific aspect of the "anything



oundary delineation,
d religious affiliation, and e
a par with genealogy

defining just who is a Jew.

us to set the standards in our
ongregations.

rds are high, and our programs
me from the periphery to the ¢
side to the inside

be among the first to laud and

10



commitment following the proc
we succeed in touching the nor
e,

Jewish partner of that marris
e process we transform ourselvw

g, become better Jews.

Judaism's Outreach program is
married and their non-Jewish €
bring marginalized Jews

iphery to the center...

ellH



8§, to serve as mohelet for the
that we offer our children sk
of Ephraim and Menasseh, whose
ghter of a heathen priest?
Jewish boundaries should be €
s but as fringes when it comes
ple and their loved ones

as the fringes of the tallit

r so lovingly and kiss when tk

0 the third most common argume

12



heir perceived superiority in
itique expresses a defeatism,
ng sparks of Jewish identity i
ers rather than as combustible
e for Jewish sculs already los

e guarded, Ezra like, from for

two of the three authors of t
academicians who recently mov
, having internalizing the Isr

ey suddenly see Diaspora Jewry

13



y American lifestyle; it is tc
ions that leads them to seek &
h identity."

pretend, of course, that the
ied Jews are Jewishly identifi
ternate" fashion.

ng that there is a powerful ye
dentification,

ing the equally powerful alier

that presents s0 major-a stumk

n the desert," as it were, are

- o 2 - . -

14



orm Jews are coming to view ou
m of minimalism,

aism that can satisfy the pass

n collective experience gives
ion which entitles this evenir
ach are not incompatible.
biotic relationship,

forcing the other, thereby the
h.

n this two-fold process, we tx

15



exclusive but as exemplary
separatist but as representati
closed but as open

rejecting but as all-embracinc

HIVI
ight a thing that thou shoulds
e up the tribes of Jacob
restore the offspring of Israe
give thee for a light unto the

ation may be unto the ends of

16



vert and our tradition lauds 1
oined us to be a "light unto t
's house be a "house of prayei
eathen by birth, became the ar
foresaw the time when men anc
P a Jew by the corner of his ¢
ou, for we have heard that Goc
accabean period, Jewish prosel
n; schools for missionaries we

ing of the Christian era they

= e e o &= Lol S e P e W s -



es cooled our conversionist ai
16th century that we abandone
y then did the rabbis begin tt
e who sought to join our faitl
ightenment brought freedom to
ere lifted, the century-ingrai
activity nonetheless persiste
dual rabbis -- cutting across
hough mostly Reform -- called

Lo resume our ancient wvocatic

L — S il i



ntinents? We are in need of e

then provost of Bar-Ilan Uni-
ev organized the World Union :
s his particular goal to conw
0 solve the problem of a sign:
ish state.
later, Robert Gordis, arguablj
rabbi of his generation, cons
rican Jewish organizations to

issionary activity. With the 1

S A T ST



eir religious heritage and the
hip. Why not render the crisi:
offering programs that would
rried families while cultivati
ir children and, where approp:
the non-Jewish partners?

gures over the past decades cc
ach.  The rate of intermarriac
st intensive Jewish upbringinc

lay school graduates are curre

stal Mnmman o o el e



tful place on the bimah; from
aised their children parve --
ish nor Christian -- only to 1
igious cult.

2 people to whom the Jewish cc
ions and meaningful solutions
ire the ones with whom Judaism
it, a flexible yet unbreakable

* * *
mer of Outreach, many varied

l1ed to reach out to the interm



eral Orthodox groups, as well
rations, have undertaken outre
s own way, nonetheless joined
Juilt of outreach that has for
mindscape of American Jewry.

3 have its critics, to be sure
: a fractious if vociferous mi
jrievances is essentially thre
nmon misreading of Outreach in

ing these programs as countera

e T T e - .-



iuaing tne vast majority who 1
ch programs. Yet any rabbi whe
ctivities can testify that Jew
rates among affiliated interf:
her than the norm. The preponc
s who belong to a synagogue re
as Jews. But most of these mi

he Jewish community, were. it r

tique holds Outreach responsik

jaism. It avers that the pres



how to answer is as important
he non-Jewish questioner."
outreach-inreach dynamic at i
ment following the process of
we succeed in touching the no
we bring the Jewish partner ¢
e. By engaging in the process
consequence, become better Je
me to the third most common :

"quality-versus-quantity." Ti

-



ence. Eighteen years of OQutre:
ousands of morally earnest, ri
ally alive Jews, their partne:

same eighteen years there ha:
sh literacy and spirituality 1
s: a new sense of discipline :

renewed appreciation of the «
t in Judaism's classical text:
these eighteen years have alsc

ish here in America. Nonethel

Mmoo men = d  f .



cnem on my back, if need be,
nt with God.
& * &

J Outreach a score years ago,

ase to the issue of intermarri
that limits its efforts to the
is an affront to .them. It cas
0 say, you really didn't choc
1 must have done it to please

so. For most Jews-by-choice,

but not the cause of their cao

10



shamed? Is it that our self-ir
ur traducers? Or do we, perhaj
e if anything to offer to our
bout you and see: Look at this
conflicts of every conceivabl
nce that every human being is
ling for such a fractured worl
fear that shuts doors to the

Mightn't Judaism's emphasis

the Jewish experience of being

- - - B = oo - -

11



e among those who in their pai
ar of self-extinction by decl:
who respond to the suffering c
t; who react to the long-drawr
olationism of their own.

r recall and act on those loft
2 Chazal, from Bible and Comme
s" not as exclusive but as exe
representative; not as closed

m = wme— o~ pe—aayg P

as all-embracing and compassionate.

L2



ABBA HILLEL SILVER SYMPOSIUM
KEYNOTE ADDRESS
BY
RABBEI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER



a commanding personality, witl
e-ranging intellect and uncomn
d above everyone else as a pov
t for Zionism in Washington ar
930's, others may have challer
the fateful forties, however,

h scene exceeded him in statu:

lel Silver shared the fate of
that other rabbinical titan c
atness was eclipsed by their ¢
he Jewish people from the genc
the establishment of modern 1
ly, but then they were quickly



he greatness of Silver and Wis
successes, but also by their g
h occurred in a dramatically c
than our own, which, once tak
ns the harsh judgment of thei:
ppreciation of their successes

ext if you will: how, during t
the rise of Nazism had cast a

In the late 1930's an Americe
und that over one third of Ame
o powerful." This proportion
the war. Over sixty percent ¢



mass movement in favor of res
ide the Congress, the State De
the many other forces which ¢
g of America’s shut doors ever
Jewish community on its own he
alone, in a hostile environmer
‘e received virtually no suppor
which Rabbi Silver, it shoulc
g from Cleveland’s Chamber of
n shop policies). There was 1
mobllize, nor any of the many
e been key to Jewish advanceme
er, we were helplessly isolate



efoul the map of Europe, over
arth, comes the cry: '‘enough;
d to all this, a sure and cert

stacles to that “sure and cert
r of 1939, which limited Jewis
ears. It was a policy that sc
p. Yet at the 21st World Zior
mann advocated a policy of cau

in order to. preserve unity ac
, in one of his first appearar
ke in support of Weizmann's ag

ast time that Silver would ads



ional fights have been the ob:-
i, as I have said. But here, t
y the historical context. Dum
onism was still a minority moy
" every stripe as too "ideolog!
‘ence of American Rabbis was or
east de jure though not de fac

Conservative and Orthodox stre
y all the Hasidic dynasties, ¢
seudo-Messianic, dangerously ¢
nfluential American Jewish Cor



k over the reins.

abbi Silver’s role within the
t in order.

egment of tomorrow's discussic
is subject. Indeed, I look f«¢
extended and learned analysis
intention of treading on a goc
‘ess is much like the overture
are preluded. Silver’s work
minant and recurrent theme of



mmigrants defined their Jewisk
versal terms. They sensed the
" a people within peoples - -
eform rabbinate, as did the Li
e of power within Reform begar
ews moved away from the strict
orm moved away from its rathez
rn in the Age of Reason. Thes
pments served to pave the roac
ism.

gave elegant voice to these |
ectively in a 1935 debate wit}k
an before the Central Conferer



e Zionism of the Eastern Eurog
. the Lithuanian born Silver dr
ngth. Most of them would neve
lver. But all of them would ¢

homeland, the main repository
rver of their Jewish identitie

f understanding about the mear
ood in the modern world, Shuln
opposites. Silver did not ug
m that dominated in Palestine,
ual Zionism," thus retaining (
concept of Israel’s world-wic



8 hardly Zionist. It carefull
, not the center. But it ends
from the mainstream of Americe
r Silver’s leadership, becomir
efforts in Palestine.

bate came to its conclusion, [
ty years before had attended t
burgh Platform, declared: "If
ference want this revision, I

k had been performed two year:
earlier, by Abba Hillel Silwve



I e e o

be of Judaism, the Judaism of
the saint, the mystic and the

speaks of God and the worshig
nts of God and the quest for (

ert these views only to the me
. He spoke in like manner to
ement with religious fervor, e
rality of religion in the larc

wenties, when the Menorah Jou:
ation of its day, ran a series
organized Judaism and belitt]



in his political style; his pc
rabbi.

world in which Abba Hillel Si]
ce, he was often regarded as 1
polemicist, a general who thri
fined his compatriots in reduc
llies or as implacable foes.
patrician manner, his evident
y. But perhaps too, there is
ent of "murmuring against Mose
bi Silver bore striking resemt
is last published book.



coherence, a self-consistency,
its stages of change and deve]
cture and unity of tone and cl
nity not of a system, but of :
dom, and compassion - - came t
distinctive and impressive as

ever, speak for themselves. 1
could be better described.

12



woted, as it is, to canons of
h. As those amofg you who ha
or JTS well know, even in sem:
ined and homileticians and the
pecking order.

. Professor,/Dr. Israel Bettan
tter this way: ;FLE key to ot
id, "is the ‘werb:'to happen’.'
sesame all the courses that

story are clearly the most ads
8 "it happened," and no si
ye statement, legibly spelled



y/ﬂ;ke it happen," why then til
ty chorus: 'Oh, yeah?’ and the

is brcken.“g’ﬂell, my friend:
worse, but at any rate not fo:
nutes I was allotted.

£ my knowledge this is the fi:
vened to probe the life and wc
s one of the giants of his ger
a commanding personality, witl
e-ranging intellect and uncomr
d above everyone else as a pov
t for Zionism in Washington ar

930’'s, others may have challer



abbis and their allies among |
m is obscured for us by depict
entious politics in which thej
plomatic birthing of Israel.
aders of the period are portre
1ly culpable, in their inabil!
dal onslaught. Indeed, some ¢
eadership of ignoring or even
order to focus on building the
to a state. The American Jew:
med in September of 1981 with
. by internal dissension withi:
his perception.



Jews and their leadership fact
i-Semitic organizations and r:
im Bund, the Silver Shirts, Fai

the American aviator hero, Cl
's. Discrimination against Jen
\ housing, employment and educ:

‘ty percent unemployment rate,
 that resulted in the introdu:
m bills inone year, 1939, al«
immigration, that in a survey
0o thirds of the American publ:
quota limits that would have :
0 enter the U.S5.



zon for even a glimmer of ligl
and purpose in the possibilit:
presence in Palestine. It wa:
been forged in his youth, but
ation that Europe had become ¢

‘' the Zionist wisdion, said Sils
t of events." Listen to his e:

‘ested, typhus-ridden Ghetto o
h-block of Nazi occupied land:
mr people are awaiting execut:



historic speech urging - - a1
Ben-Gurion - - an unequivocal
. Jewish commonwealth in Palest
f the Emergency Committee for
+ a powerhouse for lobbying anc

s strategy was to mobilize tl
ild wide-spread popular suppo:
1l of the Roosevelt administrat
iendence for himself and for Z:
publican, but supported candic
hés public office. This milit
" brought Silver into a head o1
. especially with Stephen Wise,



too late, Silver argued, "to s
gical battles of a generation
ny (of murdered Jews), give ut
blood which will not be covers
| @ new life is born - - the fia
le."

and visionary Zionism, Stephe:
. exceptional and united. Pert!
‘iew their rivalry as a functic
ched their dream to the great
the militant,swept Great Brit:
ts path. Wise, the diplomat,

* helping non-Zionist Jews to 1}



- - -

during his mid-years - - when
. our rabbinic Conference - - 1
w Union College were steadfast
iculated by Plank Five of the
m, that we Jews are "not a nat
v and therefore expect no reti
ominant majority of Reform’s
of such a mind. They were st!
its revolutionary period of ar
jectionism. They affirmed, r:
universal” faith, fundamental!
rations.

mained impervicus to the anti-



. Silver, "to talk of our peop!.
ious community, in the face of
re today recognized by the lau
6, (in many Eastern European ¢
. distinct nationality in Sowvie
nds in Palestine where a Jewi:s
r the terms of a mandate of ti
ignizes not only the national ¢
. alse its historic claim to a

lid not reject the messianic ui
+ of Reform. He only refused 1



- -

Indeed, in his passionate prt
m's excessive "self-satisfied
for greater Jewish distinctiwve
¢ movement.

:arnated by virtue of their age
i tendencies within Reform Jud:
i that feared Zionism's potent:
‘ophetic, universal character «
realism that viewed the flesh-

s alterable only through a re:

it its 1937 conference in Colur



k had been performed two year:
earlier, by Abba Hillel Silwe

* * * * * *

ithin the Reform movement as ¢
" speak within the Zionist mowve

m the views held by Silver’'s ¢
Aaphael, who portrayed his prot
. foremost, judging his rabbini
ght. He considered Silver a ¢
ionist. ‘'Not se! Abba-Hillel
‘ew. As a teacher and preachea
ynagogue as the central instit



ation of its day, ran a series
- organized Judaism and belitt!:
£ the total fullness of Jewisl
counter-attack. "Why do the 1
the modern rabbinate and the ¢
& who sought to supplant reli¢
matives. He insisted that Ret
. alone could prompt Jews to g

igiously rooted sense of Jewi:
form Judaism in the post war 3
f being both broad and deep, i
n religious movement. For Abl

‘as the hallmark of his career,



'y. But perhaps too, there is

ient of "murmuring against Most

bi Silveﬁ bore striking resem}
i3

iis 15§¥hb53§,
FAN

revered more than loved - - a
bodying their most precious ht

rtook a multiplicity of roles
ice and spiritual discipline.

ved make tangible the dream of
and then surrendered the mant.
. to administrators and warrio:



"'H

=i

scrib

-

e
_

e bet

k]
-
ol
-
-5
-
L

¥ a
L
-
i
(J
e
<

could.





