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HEADQUARTERS EUROPEAN COMMAND
Office of the Director of Personnel and Administration

APC 757
AG 20]1-Friedman, Herbexrt L. (0)
I
SUBJECT: Administrative Admonition 19 MAY 1947

%0 : Captain Herbert L, Friedman,

B C:osi Corys,
Displaced Persons Branch, Civil Affairs Division,
Uifice of the Advisor of Jewlsh Affeirs,
Headquarters, Buropean Command,
AP0 757, U.S, Army,

1, Investigation discloses that, vhnn an aide and sssistant
to Rabbi Phillip S, Bernstein, Advisor to the Commanding General,
United States Forces, European Theater, on Jewish Affairs
about 30 December 19;4-5 you, and Captain Isasc Bencowitz,
Specialist Reserve, wio was then tae Director and Cnltodian of the Offen-
bach Archival Depot, Offenbach, Germany, acting jointly and in pursuance
of a common intent, conspired together to fraudulently and illegally
remove from the Offenbach Archival Depot, five (5) boxes containing
historical Hebrew books and menvseripts, and forward the same to
Professor Scholem of the Hebrew University at Jerusalem, Palestine,

2, The investigation further discloses that, pursnant to said
conspiracy you fraudulently and illegally maived on or about 30 December
1946, from Captein Bencowits the said five (5) boxes and their contents,
by means of your receipt, bearing the signature of "Koppel S, Pinson®,
falsely made by you, . and falsely and fraudulently describing the contanta
of said boxes as eleven hundred (1100) non-valuable books for distribution
by the American Joint Distribution Commlttes to Displaced Persons Camps,
and by means of the certificate of Oapm.n Bencowltz which falsely and
frendulently described the confents of sald boxes as ltems within the
category authorized for distribution by said Committee; that, in furtier
pursuance of said conspiracy, you illegally had transported on or about
15 Jamary 1947 the said five (5) boxes and their contents from Frankfurt—
am-Main, Germany, to Paris, France, and then illegally delivered the said
five (5) boxes and their contents to the Jewish Agency, 143 Avenue Wagram,
Paris, France, on or about 16 Jamuery 1947, for shipment to Professor
Scholam at the Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Palestine; and that in carrying
out your part of seid conspiracy, you made false statements and misrepresent-
ations to Miss Sadie Sender of the Americen Joint Distribution Committiee
and to Agent Reymond F, Myler of the 5cnd Criminal Investigation Detachment,
Headquarters Commend, Buropean Command,
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3. Your action and conduct as above described were illegal,
improper &and censurable, not to be expected of a commissioned officer,
who is a member of the Chaplain Corps, An officer who fails to
meintain the high standards of conduct expected of him, not only
di sgraces himself but lowers the esteem of the office which he holds,

In view of your past excellent record as an officer and a member of the
Chaplain Corps, and as your actions (neither tolerated nor condoned) are
Trecognized as resulting from emotional influences, the decision hes been
made by the Commander in Chief, Buropean Command, to impose an adminis-
trative admonition, rather than resorting to dieciplinary action involving
punishment, Accordingly you are advised that this admonition is
administered as an administrative measure,

4, You are sdvised ;M#, by reason of your misconduct in this
instance, your further use ; ness in this C d is &t an end and you will
be returned to the United States, Further, the Commander in Chief,
Buropean Command, is recommending to the War Department that you be
separated from the Military ﬁrvlu upon your return to tae United States,

BY COMMAYD (F GENKRAL CLAY:
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FUTURE RELEASE s PLEASE NOTE DATE

DEPARTMENT Cr THE ARMY
Sublic Information Division
PRESS SECTION
| Tel. RE 6720
Brs., 2528 and 4860

FOR RELEASE SUNDAY , NOVEMEBER 30, 1347

ARMY RELEASES REPCRT
OF RABBI']. G. HELLER

Secretary of the Army Kenneth C. Royall today released the report of
Rabbi James G. Heller, Isaac M. Wise,ﬂ!emnle Cincinnati, Ohio the eighth
individual report aubmittﬂd bv 2 member of the ETOup of iourteen representa-
tive American clergymen who studied Army and Military Government activities
in Europs during a 85-day Army ‘buil ‘completed July 25th

Rabbi Heller’s wviews, baseé ,np@ his own cbserwaﬁans and analyses,
iollow in complete text: =

First of all, may I ask o ﬁe m.xen for the tax s of this report.
Unfortunately, my return from the mission upon Wl'uc‘h _,rou ‘sent us, meant
plunging into a vertiakle melsho:ﬁ of work This 'Is my first opportunity
to set down in consecutive m’dei* sdﬁe oi the central impressions made upon
me by our five weeks abroag, I Qust ‘that they will not be too late, to be of
some use,

I am very grateful to you ang '&a:your aredecesser-in office, Mr.
Patterson, for the opoortunity >fforded me by the voyage made to the occupied
areas of Austria and Germany. I was g::eatly impressed by the policy of the
Army Department, through this ‘as thﬁngh previous missions, to afford -
supposedly - leading Americans Z chance to observe for themselves the per-
plexing proplems and conditions in ‘t&e American zones, and to formulate
opinions. [ feel certain that this policy will prove iruitful in =2iding to build
up an informed public opinion, and in the determination of future American
views a2nd programs.

All that was told us, in our meetings before leaving Washington, proved
to be true, We were received graciously and hospitably. Every possible
courtesy .was shown us by the highest ranking American officers abroad, and
by members of thier staffs. Nothing was concealed from us. Agreat deal
of forethought and care had gone into the preparation and presentation of the
essential materials that would serve as basis for sound judgment. I wns
especially grateful to Generals Lee, Keyes, =nd Cilay, all three of whom
seemed to me to be officers of splendid spirit, and of a high degree of
scumen, I was alsc very grateful to the officers and men who accompanied
us on ths trip, to Major Dollard, 2nd Chaplain Imrie, - and to Chapla
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Germoan Spruchkammer, charged with the task of investigating, trying and
punishing minor Nazis, are 2aid by some to be partly venal, and partly in-
competent. A young girl, of obvious good will and intelligence, told me that
German youth today is in vacuo. Some of them, she said, like hersslf,
abandoned the doctrines of Hitler some y2ars ago. They have nothing to put
in their place. They are a lost, wandering generation.

The hunger that exists among Germans, even in the American Zone
(and, by report, much more acufely in the areas ruled by France and Russia)
does not conduce toward receptiveness, toward the possibility of concern
with political and cultural issues, Hungry p=sople tend to think with their
stomachs, to put first, to the exclusion of all else, the problem of nutrition.

of Russia, are adaiﬁmal iactors
people exceedingly difficult,

Nonetheless, with-aﬂvtm serions .'__j; i advance, it

seemed to me that our in Germany is in serfous error. 1
need not underline the crit Uz of pur actions.in Germ-ny. This was
obvious to many thowﬂ: "-:i_'__‘_';--. " Aany was =2 nation run
amok. To defeat it on the : oy the first step, Is
people would somechow have to be Prought back into the society of civilized

nations, into the comity of ..u ".. es.;ity for this course
nas been intensified by the :;.m hat Have now, ceme to pass., The
rivalry between East and Was ny pUrposé now to consider the
causes of this rivalry, or poss ses of in respect to iv), eficrts
at cultural and economic pene , X v make Germany 2 Ring of
meeting-ground for two philosophics,“two antipodal pufi:mses. What will
become of Germany is, therefore, 2 ma&er not merely’ of interest to Germans,
but to all civilized mankind. \A neces inference ought te be an accslera=
tion of the effort te democratize, muemmre expenditure of time,
money snd energy toward this emd. “t

In contrast to 211 this, it was my iféeling, which I state with some
hesitancy, that there was a lack of realization of the depth, difficulty, and
age of anti-democratic forces and conditions. This was reflected in all
avenues, and seemed to stem fr‘di:‘_n the central concept of the command, R
was told us 2gain and again that “you cannot ram democracy down the
throats of the Germans’; that the best pelicy is to open the doors of
democracy for. them and let them walk through; that masking the courts
honest, ziving the children 2 chanee to play games, these will lead to
dernocracy in Germany as they have in Ameriea,

I should like to submit, with =11 the earnestness I ¢zn marshal, that
there are two extremes: one; that of coereive action, of dictating to the
SyE ‘i P AVMORE
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Germans what they must do in every field; the other, of doing tttle or
nothing, of hoping that the ‘inherent good sense of the Germans and the
processes of life will of themselves lead them soon toward a democratic
way, The first would, as General Clay quite correctly feels, succeed only

in increasing the sullenness of Germans; it would be guite futile in achisving
its own goal. But the other, I contend, is equally futile, Therc are not,

as I have tried to explain briefly, the bases on which to build In Germany.
There are not the centuries of democratic striving behind them, that are

the heritage of the Anglo-Saxon peoples, from the time of John and the Magna
Charta, of habeas corpus, the jury system, the struggles of Parliament
against the Stuarts, the writings of Locke and Milton, not to mention the
concomitant intellectual and political labors of our own colonists, the traditions
of Puritans and Quakers, and the magnificent array of men who = hundred and
2ighty years ago began to lay the theoretical and practical foundations of
American democraég?_._ " !

it is vain to hope. m e..-..»._- ey to. ari m
happening now. It will mt Sl R

There 1s a wide migale-ge
abroad do not need e‘ither to coe
be one of helpfuiness, of sugges!
the errors of their way, may be
diverse fields that conduce: ‘towar:

It is in the attempt to MOM fniddl&*'gro@d that I now venture
to set forth certain suggestions. ch and every one.of them would have to
be considered at much graater le @d in much graster dztail than is
possible herein, If they #re. ndopted aq policies, th can be implementad,

I feel sure.

-& m way, I is not

betweer m axﬁ'emes Our leaders
ce, or to Swstﬁiﬁ& Their task should
ng. ways by.whieh Germans may come to ses
ne 'dﬁto make esSentlal changes in the
woeritic ‘wsay of life,

"\.' _.‘ ﬁ_-___ - zl-

1. The task of democratiziﬁg Germany should be entrusted as far as
possible to Germans., Every effort’*shov.x}d be put forth to discover anti-
Nazis who have survived the concentration-camps, the slave-labor, battalions,
or who have come out of hiding sipce the War, In addition to this, our own
country should strive to persuade emigrBS to return to Germany, not those
for whom life in Germany would still be poisoned, but specifiezlly lzzders
In education, politics, yeuth-work, literature, agencles of public-relations
{uress, radio, theatre, movies), They should be told that the greatest
contribution they can make to the future of mankind, is now to go back to
their native land, and to 2id in bringing it to the light of reason., If thes:
men are put into key-pesitions, if they are furpished means and power with
which to work, there should bte no inherent diffieulty In persuading many
of them to undertake this assignment, They ought to be the natural leaders |
of a reborn Germany. ,
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2., The present.system of trzining for educatcers, normal-schocls for
teachers, should be greatly broadened. The curmiculum of zll such institutions
should be required, by conference, to be altered in the direction of democratic
instruction an d demoeratic ideals.

3. The present laissez-faire policy, in connection with press, radio, ete.,
should be fundamentally changed. This can be done, not primarily through
the issuance of regulations commanding them to be democratic, and not
primarily through the extension of censopship beyond the meagre limit it
new covers; but by inducing returning democratic leaders to found new papers,
' by assisting them with newsprint; by furnishing cxchange materials to German
papers, the radio, etc.; by cemsoring frankly anti-democratic or anti-semitic
articles (of which seme appear from tlme to time now),

4. An extension of economi¢ and political'a
occupied by France would help &mﬂlﬁa e situa
fication of all Germany ol‘::ts;de th,a Russ ne' \(if the next few months
prove that an agreement with neerning Germany is. impossible)
would help establish dandiﬂﬂns in which T mr ﬁamocrac" would
be more eifective. " -3. _—

nent to the area now
ﬁ@. In general, a uni-

5. It is probably not WISe ‘to leave the ‘Eﬁﬁi‘féﬁaﬂon of these plans for
too long in the hands of thd'Army. It was my Impression that we came to
the end of the war with ina@equate personnsl for Military Geverament, and
with loosely and msuﬂicienﬂ'y- formulated p’l 47 ‘Tﬁ}' most desirable arrange-
ment would be the setting up of a joint Britis) ench 2nd American agency
for these purposes, consisting ‘of.men highTy 8d in the ficlds of govern-
ment, of education, and of public relationss/Under thefn 2 stoff should be
built up, of German civﬂian;s from the eh.:.sﬁications mentioned above,

. 6. There is an obvmus and _deep :@gmn bel:ween German economy and
German political amelioration, The difficult bﬂ.t necessary aim should be
to restore Germﬂny to the point whers she can become self-supporting, where
she will again be able to exchange her menufactured commoditiss for food,
without building up her war-potential, Since the manufacture of stecl has
azlways been 2 major German industry, it is oivious that, while this should be
resuscitated, it should be kept under constant inter-aliied inspection for st
least a generation to come. And this time the inspection should not be as
perfunctory and as ineffective as it was after the First World War,

It will be wise not to walt toc long for Russians to come around to
cooperation, to mutuzal agreement about the political ani economic future of
Germany, 1 reached the conviction that a definite pericd should be
announced, after which Britain, Francs, and the United States, will constituie
their respective zones in Germany as -2 compact economic and political unit,
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Every effort should be put forth to break up the Cartels, still in
axistence, and to prevent the organization of future Cartels.

7. Until the time comes that Germany can balance her own budget, our
own country should help feed her people. We should urge upon the United
Nations that all food- exporting natimns shall aid in this task., Perhaps the
Assembly of the United Nations might be urged to create an inter-national
agency, similar to the Institute established by Lubin in Rome after World
War I, - the purpose of which shall be to correlate all iacts relating to
shortages and surpluses of foad-supplies and raw materials, and to direct
them where they are most neceded in the midst of this emergency.

Toward this end Americans should eontinue to be asked to reduce their
own consumption of | mod If this can be done by voluntary westrictions, well
ioning will have to be adopted. Letting
our envmies starve may aaem : ide retrivutive ce, but it does not
become religious people. It will not heal wot , 'H?Wiﬂ net prove to the
world, nor to the Gemsms ‘that forgiveness is better &m Tevenge,

w" R
Care should be talen les ' an -eem @e aided more than that
of France. This was  npon us by the Prési t of France, M. Auriol,
and I found myseli in the fu’n Sy1 ;;'thy with & int of view. France
should be aided toward recove -Qfleﬁt a “Step mheéad of Germany, - and
she should be given cﬁectiﬁ gges ag to hEr ﬁtu:re freedom ifrom

unwarranted and wanton attaék ,,.[l
.

8. Before too long a haﬁig ‘d‘lhe called %o the denaziﬁc:ation program
in Germany. In general, in its ment of #he mass of Nazis, the program
does not appear to be very effective. R was obvious to me that it will
continue to keep the country ”in turmoil, and that the part of wisdom is to

finish the task speedily, s ol _ Qaj_r;

3. The present program for helbing youtn groupb but giving them no
direction, struck me as an error. Inr this field we may well trke a page
out of the book of Russia. Youth groups are almost invariably political in
Germany. Their youth is not eare-iree like our own. It is not content with
recreation, athletics. Whether we like it or not, youth groups will continue
to be concerncd with politics, and to be organized zlong the lines of political
philosophy. Experts nesd to be called in, who shall help in the organization
and direction of youth groups that shall be avowedly democratic in principle
and project, that shall =lign themselves with the democratic partiss in
German political life, This does not have to be done crassly, It can be
done by indirection, by guidance, by soliciting the aid of religious ageneciss.
The erying need for this was expressed!e me by many young Germans with
whom I spoke. One of the most intelugent men I met In Germany, was the

= MORE
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Vice-Rector of Heidelberg University, It was his opinion that we were
beginning at the wrong end in Germany, that Germans are hopelessly ¢onfused
by the multiplicity and complexity of political parties. We should begin from
the ground up, with education and with the youth groups.

10. The early specialization of Geeman schools, the disproportion
of children soon diverted into wocational training, should be changed, from
the bottom up, To do this it is necessary to alter the whole system.
University training should be not merely for direct professional preparation,
but ior general cultural background.

It is not enough to have text-bocks from the time before 1933. These
were never democratic, ane they are 3zlso hopelessly outmoded. It 'is im-
perative that new texts should be created by appropriate German nuthors
and teachers, which shall be actively em _atic which shall interpr‘,t
Germ'my’ s plight and her f _‘ . . child,

Ups

Authors should be -
various levels, for general cons¥mption (whenmm the Germﬂns are
the most voracious readers. yfo::ld) These works should search out
the themes of democracy m e indigenous to German,r, and should put
them in palatable and attradiv‘. @rxﬂs

m&i&cE 'AMGKG OUR SOLDIERS

Everywhere we went chaplamﬁ ‘complained to us bitterly .abdut the
marriage of American youngsters to German girls, < They declored their
distaste for the task of “approving’’ these marriages. Even when no
specific objection could be discovered, - such,%s membership in some

active Nazi group, they found the’ mmlmes unsuitable and perilous.

Nor do these marriages serve as preventives of immorality, Many .
of them are after cohabitation, and the birth of one or more children.
Chaplains disagreed, in various places, about the percentage of American boys
living with @erman girls ocut of wedlock, but all asserted that it was high.

The temptations for German girls under the present situstion are
overwhelming. A girl can get food by and through an American boy, not only
for herself but frequently also for her family, Mast young Germans are
passionately eager to come to America. A large proportion have been
thoroughly demoralizeq, suring the days of Hitler, whose doctrine through the
Hitler Jugend was that girls shoula have Nordic children out of wedlock, fo
replenish the military stock; snd who set up breeding-camps for soldiers on
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There is a serious danger in bringing S0 many young Nazis to the -
United States. The evidence seems to be that, rather than our boys in-
fluencing German girls toward democracy, the converse is taking place, - and
an alarming percentage of American poys are indoctrinated with Nazi ideas
and with anti-semitismm, One or two surveys have tended to substantiate this

iact,

To these facts should be added that of the extreme youth of American
soldiers now abroad. We were informed that the average age was ninsfeen.
It was distressing to inspect the quarters of some of the boys (always well
kept and displaying evidence of excellent morale otherwise), and to note the
faces and forms of some of them. To be away from home in the later years
of adolescence, to be 2 member of a conguering and occupying army, in the
midst of such a2 people, means deep _and constant temptutmn.

We had 2 number cﬁ S ,.:._.:.,.:.
the control of ““Unit C‘lubs” '
to slesp away from auz : ¢z
. to permit marriages hatweal .‘ 2n_soldfers ﬁ&en ‘my women, only
six months after 2 boy has -:;:_:.,. ee-:u and m&mﬂed- This may
seem a drastic step, but it seemsd manifestly adﬂaab!e. It did not seem
wise to forbid these marridges absolutsly, but to make them considerably
more difficult; and to permit wan boys to ‘be f&st in the salutary
surroundings of home and fa:-:nim

WPE&GED PER oONS

We visited 2 number:of camﬁi_ﬁpz: Dlsplaced Persons. Besides those
inspected by the party 2s a whole, I went to 2 number’ more, especially
those in which Jews live. 'Itiwould take too long to detail all the impressions
«<nd convictions I carried back with me, I shall refer only to the most
important, and these concisely.

» mitigat this problem, -
2llation of the Eicy‘ ‘of per mitting boys
he final shgp_ : shmﬂd be taken,is

There is great nced for a general plan in regard to those DPs who
cannot and should not return to their former homes. More than two years
had elapsed since VE Pay. The conscience of the world, never too active,
is beginning to forget these men, women and children. These are among the
outstanding victims of the War, the people who, beyond 211 others, pzaid a
price for Nazi cruelty and Nazi oppression. All countrics should be asked
to aid them. They cannot remain forever suspended between heaven and
earth. But, in whatever plan is drawn up, the wishes of the PP's themselves
should be respected. Many of these people have developed an instinet as to
their own future weal.

Certainly the Jewish DPs are the most difficult element in the problem. -

0'9—-9
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They suffered far more than the rest. They are afflicted by the memory of
the millions of their dear ones, killed in gas chambers, and consumed in
crematoriums. It requires a good deal of understanding of their past and of
their plight, when one speaks to them, or visits them. Casual observers
are likely to feel that they are lazy, or that they were made vicious b?’
seclection or suffering., Neither of these things is true. Jews fear and hate |
Germans. Perhaps time and distance will mitigate this. But neitner is yst
available to these people. Quite naturally they do not want to live ameng
Germans. or work with or for them. There is a hierarchy of suffering in
post-war Europe, 2nd thz Jews there have the tragic privilegs of being at its
topmost apex,

Jews still feel themselves surrounded by antisemitism in Germany. This
does not stem from their sickly ma@iﬁon. It is solid and mcontroverﬁble ‘
fact. Prejudices and slanders about ,em citcg],ate _readily. Visitors should

be on their guard ga:lnst too ready an acceptance of some of these perversions
of truth. Doubtless some Jiews. brought “out of their experience a certain

[ . |

desperation, which is sometimes B oted in a@ﬁ@ But in general, by

every report, they are law-abiding people, resalved. fiﬂ live, capable of
developing culture and edut:a_l‘ on cven under the ¢ gmsfaees of the DP
ntments, but most of them are

camps. A few may develop traumatic
quite simply waiting. . v

Primarily they want to gmto"aalsstme t}:ﬁ;s there can be no real
question. This Is not to say that 2 Small mi 1ty' micht not choose to 20
elsewhere, or that, if they were ﬁgﬁﬂé;nied the #ight to go to Palesting,
they might not be willing to g frce laﬂ. But it was the generz!
consensus, that, if they were pes el 1.:1 choose freely for themselves, 2n
amazing proportmn would €lect to migratc to what they call “‘home”™, the
Land of Israel. Rightly or wrongly the.gy feel this with obvious int*.nszty.
The world should give heed to't issionate. wish of theirs, one that has
behind it thc promise of the nat ;ans_ to pe-:rmrk Jews, who so desire, to go to
their ““national hone land.”’ )

Though solitary cases of conflict or mistreatment may arise, these
are far from being the rule, I have nothing but unqualified and grateful
praise for the command of our Army, and for its =ttitude toward political and
religious refugees. 'This is fully in the nebls tradition of our Ameriean fore-
bears. And it is carried out with gemerosity and with brozd wisdom in beth
Austria and Germany, As a rabbi, and as an American Jew, I want 4o |
express my deep thankfulness to all the officers, who have pa mitted jews In
large numbers to enter the American zones, who have tried to help them on the |
road back to health and vital -activity, 2nd who have trezted them not as
prisoners but as free men, who may do 25 they wish, axdgp whither they wish. 1
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CEAPLAINS

During the entire War 1 had an especial interest in the chaplainey. I
had the privilege of serving as a chaplain in World War 1. I brought with
me the conviction that few things rival in importance spiritual servics to men
on the field of battle. I tried to help 'in persuading the best men in the
rabbinate to enter the ssrvice, even at the cost of considerable inconvenionce
to congregations at homae.

I am deeply proud of the record made during the War by all chaplains,
among them those of my own faith. This pride was intensifizd by what I
saw abroad. Even after the War many chaplains are still laboring with
might and main, They have a unigue re: ationship with t.he men. They basy
themselves also witl_; works of mercy a ation to the people
of the 1and, Their | °:-'-1- ation with t ‘111 faiths, is

admirzble,

In this section I a word of
caution, which I have set forth _ ’

In the course of cur fravels; and @e renges arranged for us, I
met hardly any. Catholic cléxgy.. My impressic a.é chiefly derived from

conversations with Protestant churchléaders or sepvants, or from listening
to them., But even here I have SoOme '_ﬁimﬂ‘:y expressing my impressions..
I fear that they may be unjust;Spr superficial %"‘mve no doubt that among
the present clergy of Germeny thege,may be mmy spiendid men, Serving

, God, devoted to the spiritugl remaking of their pariscioners and their country,

IR ———.

If such there be, howevsf; witg_‘hﬂme excestion, I did not moet them
or hear them. Those who met Mua were;for the most part, given chicfly
to whining about the destruction of thefy churches, the impoverishment and
hunger of their people. It was almost neéver that we heard a clergymen
mention the havoc wrought by Germeans upon abher peoples, the destruction
of churches in England or cther countrics, the fearful burden of guilt that liss

upon the German conscjence, because of Warsaw, Lidics, the shooting of

hostages, the murder of eight to nine million muman beings, the whole
technique of Nazi intimidation and terror.

Germany needs a religials revival, in the despest sense, The churches
that still exist are crowded. But they house only 2 gmall proportion of
Germans, Anti-religious tendepcies, engendeyed by the Nazis, ave still
prevalent,. Here 15 a natlon that is, in the deepest sense, = problem in
moral redwakening, in what the New Testament calls metancia, a ““‘change
of heart.”” Ilookadlangandhsxdfar evidengesafsuchamorslresso@gﬁm:




I did not find it.

I believe that we can belp Germans in this direction, too. Americans
should intensify and broaden agencies of relicf for Germans. There
should be instituted an exchange system for ministers, proiessors.in
theological seminaries., Lecturers should be sent to Germany, not to preach
at them, but to set before them the aspect of a rational and ethical world.
* To this there should be added, as an element in the plan presented above,
under the problem of German democratization, the institution of a general
plan for exchange of professors, students, and lecturers.

RUSSIA

-@elieqing that certain American groups ‘
,selfish reasons. I ‘

I went to Europe this summe :
were magnifying the meaace of Ri 1ssia

returned, reslizing that, whether this is t ue or u t, the mepace is consider-
able. It is not too difficult to onjecture the reasons. that have prompted
Russia to embark uplm her course of non-cooperation, - of atlremptcd pro=-
paganuizing, of trymg ta -153 milate sz 1t -nations. _'Tge results are only

which now _--Rth;ydonot
prevent, th(. unification aml a’-,j}?* wﬁﬁehm Burape, and, perhags
even more, in the general atmosphere of tension ﬁééﬁﬂty ‘and trepidation
which moves through Europe: "It a ‘f

Our country faces and 1v.:_iH“ ce 3 dffﬁcu};t praiﬁ'lem in Europe. I
accept the judgment of some of ou lhesbqualiﬁnd lebsarvers, that there is
no immediate danger of war, ‘Mithe méentime, it should be American policy
to stand firm, not to retrest befox’é ‘epcroachments, to try to make whatever
progress is possible despite Russia in the pacification ¢f Europe, in
democrotizing Germany, and 111 th:. resumihtion oi European lands through
the Marshall Plan. Dy, wll

CO&CLUSIOH

’ I trust that the frankness and forthnghtness of tkﬂs revert will not

offend, that it will be understood.as it is intended, It has been my purpose

to try to repay the magnificent opportunity this trip represented, by sincere

study, and by the formulstion of conclusions that seemed justified by the facts.

Not a word of this report is to be intendod as disparagenmient of
American officers, or troops, I returned, prouder than ever of the caliber
znd charzcter of our boys, and with a genuine admiration for the men wi
“irect our affairssbroad. They would be thé first to concede that their task l
15 one of the most arduous znd eguivocal men have ever confronted; and
that there is abundant space for valid differcnces of judgment.
- 12 - MCRE
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How could things be other than they are today in Central Europe? A
country, a section of the world, does not recuperate so promptly from a
disease as deep, and devastating, as that which afflicted Germany. Europe
is impoverished by war, made abnormal by oppresion, victimized by cruclty.
It is still riddled with false ideas, politically unstable, filled with populations
lacking food, and millions who have been uprooted. Hatred and delusion still
stalk some of its lands. Its essential instability is not helped by the contest
now raging between East and West. Central Eruope is now the &rontier of
this struggle. The fluctuation of ideas and projects over its body will tend
to delay its normalization.

Nothing is to be gained by sinking into hopelessness. The great daneer
of our time is that she shall stare tooile: intoﬁ:eey..sgthehasﬂisxaﬁﬂ
become immobile a:.rd;‘ lpless he alysis of © time is neiﬂ;er‘

NeceSSary nor perm _ =
quility, reason and will not retnm,
our forces to-

until we come to scé
gether, until we Ieaﬂ'“ {

It has become r.ar One World,
We shall stand as one; we The w has become
organism, in which the disg Lone member L Sp ad to all, Cur own

country can add to its magn
to cut itself off, by refraing
own Strength and prosperity;.
to achicve a united world; by zesis

by opposition, irritated by impudept
its task of assisting the n&;ions

to mankind, by refusing
f bet the wall of its
self jactively with the struggle
nptetion to become annoyed

n;, by proceeding calmly upon
om.,

DISTRIBUTION: N, Y, CAD.
11-28-47 :
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EDWIN ROSENBERG
IS PARK ROW
NEW YORK 7, N. ¥

Aygust 22, 1949

Rabbi Herbert Friedman
Temple Emanuel

Pearl and 16 Streets
Denver 2, Colorado

Dear Rabbi Friedman:

We are pleased to hear from Dr. Alfred Neumann that you
have been making an important contribution to Denver's
settlement program. He has also told us of your many
other welfare and civic activities. In behalf of United
Service for New Americans, I want to express our deep
aprreciation for the splmdﬁd dnuph you are setting for

Denver by personally “and helping to orient new-
comers into the lireotyuurw_nity.

With the rapidly increasing rate of immigration and the
need to settle neweomers in communities which have had no
previous experience, wfnlthatmmlddoanerfectin
job of interpretation outside Denver for United Service and
the larger movement to close DP camps. Accordingly, I
would like to extend a cordial invitation to you to be a
member of our Speakers Roster. Dr. Neumann has sent us a
list of your mumerous activities, but perhaps it would be
well if you would send us & few biographical notes which we
may have in case of need.

As explained to Dr. Neumann, we do not have an appropriation
of funds and have advised all communities that they will be
expected to pay transportation and incidental expenses for
speakers. Consequently, you are not likely to receive any
calls from distant points through us.

With renewed thanks for the splendid work you are doing in
the newcomer program and with cordial greetings, I am

Sincerely yours,

e 2
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UNITED STATES PARTICIPATION
IN THE
INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON MENTAL HEALTH

LONDON, AUGUST II-21, 1048

“Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds
of men that the defenses of peace must be constructed.”
-—Constilulion of UNESCO

HE INTERNATIONAL CoNGRESS on Mental Health will mo-
bilize the efforts of many different professional groups for
the study and application of the principles essential to the
building of harmonious human relztions. It is to be the first phase
of a new program of world planning for mental health.
Preliminary organization of the (Congress is being carried out by
the National Association for Mental Health of England. The Con-
gress is to consist of three Conferences. The main one of these, the
International Conference on Mental Hygiene, is sponsored by the
International Committee for Mental Hygiene *

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR MENTAL HYGIENE

The International Committee for: Mental Hygiene is now (Octo-
ber, 1947) proposing the formation of a “World Federation for Men-
tal Health” which will replace the piresent International Committee
and which will be incorporated spme time within the next few
months. At the Congress meetings in London in August, 1948, a
permanent Constitution and By-Lawswill be adopted by the World
Federation for Mental Health and a Board will be organized con-
sisting of democratically elected clelegates from many countries.
The new World Federation for Mental Health will then apply to
UNESCO and the World Health Organization of the United
Nations for recognition as the official international voluntary or-
ganization in the field of mental health.

The forthcoming Congress will provide an opportunity for pro-
fessional groups from many nations to begin work together towards

*Details about the other two Conferences, August 11-14, and other information
about the Congress as a whole will be printed in the revised program of the
Congress. (See note inside front cover.) The International Conference on
Mental Hygiene, August 16-21, is the only one discussed in this Bulletin,
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common mental health goals. Recommendations formulated at the
Congress will serve as a base for mational and international planning
for referral to WHO and UNESCO. Thus for the first time in
history mental health planning on a world scale is about to begin,
and this Congress is the first step.

THE INTERNATIONAL CONFEREN(CE ON MENTAL HYGIENE

The International Conference on Mental Hygiene is distinctive
in the way in which it is being orjganized. Instead of consisting prin-
cipally of papers by individuals, the program is to be built around
the reports of numerous small dliscussion groups, or “Preparatory
Commissions,” which are being asfablmhedt.hmughmttbevanuus
panmmaungmsmenfmmwﬂlatﬁrst
consist of representatives of one prefeasonudy,sﬁls a group of

psychiatrists, or of psychologists. Most of theComans will be
“multi-discipline” from the outset. By “multi-discig
that PreparatmyCanmi&siomwﬂlcmmtofwtaumof
three or more professions or disciplines. For example, a Commission
might include two or three psyihiatrists, a social worker, and an
anthropologist or two; another rnight include half a dozen nursery
school teachers, two or three psychologists, a pediatrician, and a
public health nurse. Commissions which start out as single-dis-
cipline will be encouraged to inglude representatives of other dis-
ciplines in their discussions and will thus become multi-discipline,

The purpose of this multi-discipline structure is self-evident. Ex-
perience has shown that often when professional groups with similar
interests but different backgrounds come together to discuss the
same problem, the views of each are broadened and each is able to
approach the problem more constructively. It is anticipated that
pooling the experiences of the several disciplines concerned with
mental health will provide a broad and stimulating program and an
excellent base for future planning;.

THE ORIGINAL PROGRAM

The preliminary tentative program of the Conference on Mental
Hygiene was intentionally planned to be broad enough to elicit the
interest of many different professional groups, and is as follows:

4



Aug. 16th

Aug. 17th

Aug. 18th

Aug. 19th

Aug. 21st

FOCUS FOR THE UNITED STATES EVFORT

Theme: Mental Health

and World Citizenship
MAIN TOPIC SUBSIDIARY TOPICS
Problems of World Citizen-  Socio - psychological criteria
of a good society.

ship and Good Group [Rela-
tionships.

The Individual and Sogiety.

Mental Health in Industry
and Industrial Relation,

Practical Conclasions and
Recommendations.

Ascertainment of public
opinion and means of dis-

sammtmgin!’omﬁnn.

War-time experience.
Economic security,

Cultural clashes and Fascist
infection.

Social development of the
child.

izations.

The Mental Health “Team”
and training for each aspect
of the work.

Public relations and mental
health.

Human relations, morale, in-
centives, vocational guidance
and placement,

Industries especially liable to
morale problems,

The Executive Committee of ithe International Committee for
Mental Hygiene has decided that within this broad program the
focus for the United States effort shall be “Whkat kas war done to
the children of the world, and what can we do about it?” Some
Preparatory Commissions may wish to broaden this further to
“What do we do to children that lleads them as adults to make war,
and what can we do about it?” [[n order to include in this inter-

L1



national effort the interests and results of studies on other topics in
the program, it has been decided to set up two Central Commis-
sions: one, called the Central Commission on War and Children, to
be devoted to the work of Preparatory Commissions related to the
focus for the United States effort; the other, the Central Commis-
sion on Mental Health and World Citizenship, to work with the
Preparatory Commissions studying all other problems falling with-
in the range of the original Conference program. That part of the
program bearing on children and war may be outlined tentatively
as follows:

What Has War Done to the Children of the World, and
‘What Can We Do about It?
To centralize all the knowledge in the world now available on the

effects of war on children; to obtain a distillate of world experi-

To pool raw data from all counitries for present and future study
and interpretation; to collect these data now, quickly, before
they are lost.

To provide a baseline for longitudinal studies on selected groups of
war-injured children. i

To analyze all studies with respect to their implication for world
citizenship and outline areas for further investigation.

SUGGESTED TOPICS
1. Effects of Displacement and Disruption
1. Studies of evacuated, clisplaced, and refugee children in
Europe and in the U.S.A.

Psychodynamics of trauma
w t;sl:-ucm or.falw:;‘-iinjured children

tudies of physiologic psychological development
Emotional effects of prolonged hunger &
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Eifects of camp life on families
Congregate care of children
Effects of different circumstances of evacuation
2. Effects on families of civilian war activities in non-combat
areas in the US.A.
Day care; working mothers
Variation in attitudes of parents towards work; towards
children; patterns of rejection
Studies in mobility
Parental tensions
Parental participation in community activities
Beneficial effects of enaployment; ease of getting jobs
-Spec:al problems of aclolescence and youth; delinquency,

3 Problemsrwnltmgirommﬁury service of the father
'Absence of the father; following the father
‘Death of the father
‘Responsibility placed on children
I1. Special Studies of Impact of War on Children, Youth, and
Families
As seen by social agencies
As seen in psychiatric consultation
Children’s productions; drziwings, Rorschach, play, etc.
Effects of specific ideologies
Comparison between adult reaction to war and children’s re-
action to other special stiress.
III. Critical Evaluation of Current Methods of Handling Children*
Basic needs of children
Implications for world citizenship
“What is the world doing to children?”
Cultural and sub-cultural differences in attitudes toward chil-
dren— corporal punishment ; authoritarianism, etc,
IV. Areas for Further Investigation

A psychiatric history of the: war based on observations of chil-
dren and families.

*It i that this :]a.rg im rtant ith t
is sugﬁt:fm isa partlmdd portant topic, with significan
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Influence of disturbed children on other children; families;
community.

Group tensions.

Concepts of democracy.

ORGANIZATION IN THE UNITED STATES

It is the wish of the various planning and organizing committees
here and in London that as many as possible of those who have a
contribution to make to the program shall have an opportunity to
do so. In order to keep material flowing and not let the program get
out of bounds, the following plan of organization has been worked

out.

The United States is divided into five Regions, each with a Re-
gional Chairman, as follows:

I

Iv.

Northeast Region

Maine, New Vi M Rhode Ni
Ya-:m' Bnmpuum, ‘ermont, Massachusetts, Island, Connecticut, New
Chairman: ll'halhml&ﬂee

State Charities Aid Association

105 East 22nd Street

New York 10, N. Y.

. Southeast Region

Hl:yhnd.Ddanu Virginia, West Virginia, mthClrnBu.&mh
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mlississippi, Louisiana.
Chairman: Dr, George H. Prestan

Board of Mental Hyjgtiene

330 North Charles Street

Baltimore 1, Md.

. Central Northwest Region

Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Towa, Minnesota, North
Dakota, South Dakota.

Chairmn.n. Dr. Leo H. Bartemeier
250 General Motors Building
Detroit, Michigan

Ceniral Southwest Region
mMNM Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, Wyoming, Colorado, New

Chairman: Dr. Lewis L. Robbins
Menninger Clinic
Topeka, Kansas



V. Far West Region
Montana, Idaho, Utah, Arizona, Washington, Oregon, Nevada, California.

Chairman: Dr. Martha MacDoniald
Veterans Administration Hospital
Palo Alto, Californial

Regions will be divided into Areas, each with an Area Coordi-
nator appointed by the Regional Chairman. An Area may be a
state, a city, a town, a county, a university center, or any convenient
geographic unit determined by the Regional Chairman. Area Co-
ordinators will have Discipline Aclvisers, selected to represent given
disciplines or professions. For instance, a psychiatrist well ac-
quainted mﬁeﬁmwmbeaskeﬂweonfuwiththeCoordmator
about ways of using; sts lo advantage. Similarly a psychol-
ogist, asocial’wﬁer etc.,wﬂlheashdtoremwsentthmrrespec
tive professim

Preparatuycmmswﬂladinaﬁlymmuto{mt fewer
than three or not more than 15 persons, preferably representing at
leastthreedlﬁerentdxsaplmes If a group wishes to form a Com-
mission of representatives of one discipline only (such as all social
workers, or all pediatricians) therg is no strong objection. The Area
Coordinator will, however; encourage such Commissions to include
representatives of other disciplinesi in their discussions.

There are no hard and fast lings about eligibility for work on a
Commission. Any representative of any profession, or any lay per-
son who has a contribution to make may be asked to join a Commis-
sion or may form his own Commiission if he wishes. Appropriate
national or local associations may: form Commissions, such as par-
ent-teacher associations or child study groups. In general, it is
anticipated that the greatest amount of work will come from psy-
chiatrists, psychologists and psychiatric social workers. Cultural
anthropologists, sociologists, and nther social scientists will neces-
sarily take an active part. Excellent contributions are expected
from nursery school and other teachers, from nurses, especially
public health nurses, and from pediatricians. Some clergymen will
be interested, and judges will also be helpful. Many lay people will
have important observations to add.
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HOW TO FORM A PREPARATORY COMMISSION

Time is short! If you are interested in forming a Commission, call
your group together af once. Do not wait to find out the name of
your Area Coordinator or the Discipline Advisers; that can come
later. Decide who is to be included in your group, what subject you
will discuss, how often you will meet, and then get going. Select as
your subject any topic which fits into the focus of the American
effort, or, if you prefer, any other topic related to the theme stated
in the original program. Some priority will be given to the subject of
the impact of war on children and what is to be done about it, and
particularly to discussion based on specific data. Start working on a
report which will be the result of the thinking of your group and
which says what you think ought: to be said on that subject at an
International Conference on Mental Hygiene. Some of the recom-
mendations growing out of ﬂm reports presented at the Conference
will be passed on to the World Hezlth Organizationand UNESCO
to be implemented by them when possible. Therefore, keep in mind
that your report should include thie kind of material which could be
used in planning for world mental health.

If you wish to participate in 1t Commission but do not have a
group in mind, or if you want to know what else is going on in your
Area, write to your Regional Chairman. As this bulletin goes to
press (October), Area Coordinatoirs are being appointed and it will
take a little time before all Areas| are delineated. Do not postpone
starting a Commission because your Area Coordinator has not been
appointed. Go right ahead, but be sure to get in touch with your
Area Coordinator as soon as you are notified by your Regional
Chairman that one has been appointed.

Because it is necessary for the central office to keep track of what
the groups are and what they are doing, the following procedures
will be required in order to establish and maintain official status.

1. For official recognition
Each Preparatory Commission must submit

A. A list of the names andl professions of members of the
group, and the name and address of the permanent chair-
man,

0



B. A statement of the problem or subject on which the group
is working. This should be in sufficient detail so that others
can get a clear idea, but must not exceed one page of double
space type.

C. List and problem must be accompanied by a statement to
the effect that the chairman is mailing them as follows:

a. Original to the executive officer, International Commit-
tee for Mental Hygienie, 1790 Broadway, New York 19,
N. Y. This is the copy on which official recognition is
granted.

b. Copy to the Program Secretary, International Congress
oon Mental Health, 19 Manchester Street, London W. 1,
England.

c. Copy to the Regional Chairman.

d. Copyﬁeﬂ:emmm (If one has not been ap-

pointed up to the time: the group seeks recognition, hold
copy and send later.)

2. To maintain official status
Each Preparatory Commission must submit

A. By January 15, or, indeed, as soon as possible, a prelimin-
inary report (any length) accompanied by an abstract of
one page. (Prepare and mail four copies as above.)

B. By March 3r, a'final report (any length) accompanied by
an abstract of one page. The abstract should give a clear
idea of main points considered, conclusions, and recommen-
dations. (Four copies, as above.)

The reason for the preliminary report is so that the central office
and the various people in coordiniting capacities can see how things
are moving. The reason for the relatively early date for the final
report is to allow time for revisions and exchange of correspondence
about reports which the Program Committee decides to use. All
groups will be encouraged, of course, to continue work on their
topics, on many of which agreement cannot possibly have been
reached by March 31.
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Because planning a program in this way is a new experiment in
methodology, it is impossible to say exactly which reports will be
used in the program and how they will be handled. However, quite
apart from how specific reports happen to be used in the program,
there are two important values in this method. The first is that these
reports will inevitably provide an excellent base for future planning
for local, national, and world mental health. They will be used by
various kinds of local groups, by the several divisions of the Na-
tional Committee for Mental Hygiene,and WHO and UNESCO.
Secondly, there is the value which accrues to the participants,
People who take part in thoughtful inter-discipline discussions of
mmmonmblmmvmahb‘ﬁndﬁat quite regardless of the final
theirtmehmhmweﬂspentbe—

e mobil ; __'j '_e&‘ww is to be found in the excel-
enti emobilization for Enduring Peace and Social
Progrm’ﬁbyw&ﬁitum,m in the August, 1947, issue
of Psychiatry. 'Ils@sawclea especially recommended to all partici-
pants in Preparatory Gﬂmmﬂsuhs:
Dr. Sullivan concludes his adhcle with these appropriate words:
“I say to you mthﬁe utmoa!Lﬁi‘lmlsnm of which I am capable
that this is no Umetommmjfmm paying the debt you and
yours owe the social order with siome facile verbalism like ‘Nothmg
will come of it; it can’t be done.! Begin; and let it be said of you, if
there is any more history, that you labored nobly in the measure of
man in the XX century of the scientific Western world.”
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Ruth Ivor,

1596 Cook Street,
Danver 6. Colorado.
Janusry 26, 1948,

Rabbi Herbert Friedman,
Temple BEmanuel,

1595 pesarl.

Denver,

Desr Rabbl Frledmen,

As arranged yasterﬁ&x on Eho telephone I
em herewlth sending you excerpts_from the Fulletin
on dentsl Health appertaining'ta ernational
Congraas .

The first meeting of the prepanatory commission
is being Held mext Triday, Jenuary 30 at 8 p.m.,
at the 7aoulty Lounge, wary Reed Library, University
of Denver. Unfortunately if was not possible to
arrange snothér date with a1l the other members,
and we shall be very aorty not to have you st the
first meeting.

Howseyer, you will éee frup:the notes that
I suggested' Thursday, February 'l9 as the date
for the next meeting. WNeanwhlle we shall be

very intcorested to hesr your wviews and suggestions
78 to the agenda of the reports.

I have underlined some of the topcls which I
tonought m.ght be the ones you would like to give
reports and recommendations®~ Your experience and
knowledge will ve most valuable indeced.

pProfessor Link, Head of the Dept. of Sociology

at D.U., Dr. Goldner, Psychiatrist,skxERsx@hitdxfSutdenen
8kimiz, Beulsh Link, Psychologlst, Dr. Young,

Psychiatrist at the child Guidance Clinic, Sue

Wolff, formerly with #nna Fpeud's nursery for

bombed children, a pediatricien and Lucilleﬂu.‘(
United Nations Association, will be on the Commisaiun.

Thank you for your cooperation,

Yours sincerely,




The Area Cocrdinstor for ¥he Internstional Congress on
Mental Heslth, Dr. Jules Coleman, Director of the Pathiatric__ cut-
Patients Department, Colorado Paychopathlc Hospital, University
of Colorado, asked me s few days ago to set up this prepsratory
Commission for our area.

As. Dr. Coleman has only been able to let me have cne copy
of the U.3. Bulletin No. 1. cutlining the program of the International
Congress, I have made the enclosed excerpis, I Bhought thay might .
help to acgualnt you with the sims and objectives of the Commission,
This sdvance information might =2ls0 sid %o keep the mumber of our
meetings to sn absolute minimum. ‘

I have immddistely writién to the International Gommittee
for Mental Hygiene and have asked for additional npﬁts of the Bulletin
and any material ayailable £o submif S0 you at our first meeting.

In the meantime I hope that Wims from the enclosed outline
you will be sble %9 g cyli-int (yourss %l’i":“ the toples of diseusd on,
find out the sresa where your speel .._,;_k_:;:f?;f k:uwlﬂlge will be of
value and bring suggestlons and 1‘:*“‘1 ons to our first meeting, -

A the Firsk mssting we Eufs
end select the topies you wish %o e ugend
from the exee!‘p‘&aﬁ'ﬁ#ﬁ&hnﬂ have to send our preliminary report to
the International Cfmmittee dmmediat .gd .would be willing
to write a short sbatract affer our first meefing, indicating the
topics wilen will bDe %gcdi-pnrﬂgqg lu our report.

= A iy .
At this flrst ii’a,eting: we ,M‘lgmﬁselﬁot the individual
toples on which you, the various e sfin the fi@lds, will make
specifiec reports. These réports, the pésults of your experience,
studies snd resesrch, might be worked out by e of you within
the next three weeks, to be submifited at our next meeting. A

tentative date suggésted for this second meeting is Februsary 19,

¥

At ths second n&etingwa k. 1 },ﬁ!ﬂfg&ﬁa your speciglised re_porfs,_-
suggestions and recommendations, From' theése detsiled reports a finsl
sbstract end summery will have £9'Ue written.

This finsl report, incorperating all your Fecommendstions,
would be submitted to you for upproveld zmixx st the last meeting
to be held early in Merch. The final report would then be handed
to the Internationsl Congress for fneir agenda.

T™he U.8. Bulletin No. 1. st’atea ag the resson for the

relatively esrly d:te for the final report: “To allow time D r revisions

and e xchange of correspondence about reports,”

Please let me kmow your views and suggesationa and whebher
this tentastive schedule meets with wour approval. My asddress is

Ruth Ivor

1596 gook strest,
Denver 6, Colorado,
Telephone; Fremont 6096,
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AMERICAN DEVELOPMENTS

HEARTNGS ON STRATTON BILL CONCLUDE WITH TESTIMONY BY ATTORNEY-GENERAL TOM CLARK

WASHINGTON, (JTA) -- House hearings on the Stratton Bill ended this week with
testimony by Attormy-Genaral Tom Clark, who strongly supported the measure.

Clark told the House Sub-Committee on Immigration that "practically every
every person who appeared in support of this bill presented his facts and views on the
basis of actual experience or first-hand acguaintance with the subject," while most
of the oppoeition witnesses had based their * testimony on a long-stending prejudice
to immigration itself.

He urged the Conmittee to bear such prejudices in mind in determining the
weight which should be given to their utterances in opposition to this bill, "As a
lawyer, I feel justified in seying that these witnesses lack qualiﬂca.tien to state
essential facts and lack the gualification of expert witnesses," Clark charged.

Refuting charges that admission of 400,000 displaced perscns, as provided by
the Stratton Bill, would take jobs away from American workers, Clark cited the tes-
timony of A.F.L, Presidont William Green and CIO President Philip Murray on behalf
of the measure., He reiterated that there was no intention of changing the basic ..
immigration law of the U.S. Rep. Frank Fellows, introduced a resolution in the House:
similer to Senator Revercomb's, calling for an investigation of the immigration
system,

Earl G. Harrison, chairman of the Citizens Committee on Displaced Persons,
charged that a move 1ubeingmdajnmmwmllwﬂmmtheenhryofm-
placed persons in America "for two years at least, poseibly until they are dead."”
Mr. Harrison seid that Senate Resolution 137, introduced by Sen. Chapman Revercomb,
Republican of W. Va., on July 11, on the floor of the Senate for action, "will, if
passed, hopelessly entangle the displmd persons problem in Congressional investi-
gation, red-tape, fumble and delay."

Later, Harrison called for the enactment of the Stratton Bill as soon as pos~
gible, in=a 78 -pege statement filed with the House Sub-Committee on Immigration., .
The former Commissionsr of Immigration and Naturalization declared: "A war fought
to re-establish the rights and dignity of man cannot end with homeless DP's on our
conscience,"

-

Harrison sald the United States must conform with its stated immigration I
policy and "to our resources, our hopes and our intermational declarations.” He
termed the problem as "crying for action," and declared cooperation with other na-
tions to keep the peace requires "affirmative steps to help settle the problem of
the war refugees.” j

mummsmmnmmmummmmmm He
quoted & report of a War Department investigation of displaced persons tastimngto
their obedience to this country’s laws and their gratitude tothathim States for
their treatment in the camps.
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: v~ URGENT AND CONFIDENTIAL
To:  Members of Citizens Committes on Displaced Persoms RECE!VED j

From: William S, Bernard

SULIARY OF TESTIIONY ON H. R, 2910 ON JUNE 20, 1947 BETORE THE|SUB(
TIIICRATION OF THE HUUSE JUDICIARY COMIITTEE, JUCICIARY ROOL,
BUILDING, ASHINGTON, D. C.

The Judiciary Committee Roor:, where subsequent hearings wi
smaller than the Caucus Room, having room for approximately 100
tims the room was crowded,

Nembers of the Comnittee present were: Chairman Feollows, Congressmew Celler,
Chelf, Gossett, and Robsion, Congressman Gruham did not attend but several members
of the over-all Judiciary Cormiitiee dropped im from time to time,

The first witness was Ugo Carusi, Commissioner of Immigration. lie directed
his testimony for the :0st part to answering ths charges recently publicized by
Comrmander Criffith of the American Tegion and "others of high and low station" who
have echoed him, Mr, Carusi made a forceful statement precenting the facts on the
subject of legal immigrants, illegal immigrants, seamen, visitors and transients,
and students, ending with a statement supporting H. R. 2910 with amendments,
particularly one that would include some 15,000 temporary visitors now in the
United States in the category of displaced persons eligible under the terms of the
bill, He seid taat contrary to rumor, the quotas had not been Tilled, 80 per cent
of them not having been useds Omn#ins on illegal immigrents, he stated that
the largest number of them came from Capada and liexico and that there was no
evidencg. that Europeans are coming in orer those borders. Less than 2,000 Buropeans
seek to slip in illegelly through our porta. He added tant "it may be of interest
to know thet the large mumher of expulsions (of illezal irmigrants) has brought
about a lavor shortage in the states bordering Mexico, This is convincing proof
that the expulsion are nox exceeding the entries." s sdded that he had received
many requests from Congresumen to g0 easy on expulsion of persons from their areas
and in angwver to a statement from Gossett to the effect that we did not mneed to
worry about liexicans, replied indeed we @0. e concerm oprselves with any entrics
that are illegal, Mr. Carusi commented on the remarks made by Cmar Ketchum,
Commender of the Veterans of Foreign '/ars, made on the Town Iall igeting of the
Air, Thursday night, June 19 and said that Xetchum had boosted the figure of
illegal aliens in the United States to 2,000,000, In doimg so, he said "Ketchum
broke the record and made himself world chempion." Continuing his remsrds on the
alleged prosence in the United Stetes of millions of illegel immigrants, he said
his records and experience do not indicste this is so, Furthermore, from the lack
of transportation, if they are here they must have swum tie Atlartic, He referred
to the previcus testimony before the Committee made by C. £. Pabcock, United Order
of Junior llechanics of America, on the subject of aliens in the United States and
called 1% "confused.” '

lir, Gossett closed the guestion period with remarks sbout the large borders of
the United States and the small border patrols to which Mr. Cerusi replied he would
welcome further appropriations for still more effective patrolling, "This Committice
tells us what we have to do," he gaid, "but unfortunately the Appropristions
Committee tells us what we have to do without,”
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The next witness was Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein, Advisor on Jewish Affairs to
General Cley, Rabbi Bernstein had been flown over from Germany especially to
testify at the hearings. He analyzed the nature and conditions of the displaced
persons of Jewish faith, said that they constituted about 1/5 of the total
displaced persons population, and that they would not wich to "return to countries
whose population willingly essisted the Nezis in the destruction of ite Jews and
where violent anti-Semitism persists," He slso estimated that "at the most, about
25 per cent of the Jewish displeced persons or approximately 60,000 would, if
given the opportunity, choose to come here," He seid the J ewish displaced persons
were good huran stock end that they are industrious, possess a great variety of
labor gkills and in the words of Gemeral Clay, "their record for preserving lew aml
order is one of the remerkable achievements which I have witnessed in my more than
two years in Germany."

Chairman Fellows questioned him as to the effect on the 300,000 displaced

persons who would not be able to come to the United States the first year if the
Stratton Bill were pessed and Bernstein said that even with delay, for them the

future prospect of resettlement would raise theix morals.

Goosett wondered if there wers not millions of people throughont the world
worse off than the displaced persons and pitied in passing the poor Puerto Ricans,
He agein raised the question of how many displaced persoms were in the camps at
the end of the war as versus subsequent infiltrees. Bermstein quoted Gemeral
;merlgrmto the effect that from S0 to 90 per cent were original displaced

80N8e )

Gossett again stated his belief that there was no persocution facing displaced
persors if they were repatriated, Robalon took over the questioning at this
point aend continued till the emd of the session, He evidenced great interest in
the muber of Jews in specific Furopean countries, in Burope as a wiaole, in the
United States, and in the world, and wondered what percentage of the world's Jews
were now in America, He again ssked vho would rebuild Europe if displaced persons
were resettled elsewhere, Bernstein replied that the cisplsced persons were far
less than 1 per cent-of the Europead pepul=tion and that there would be plenty of
Europeans left to-do-the. job, Robsinn questioned if other lands would not take
them in. Bernstein replied that Britaia, for instence, wants primerily déisplaced
persons from their own zone and prefers single mens Robsion ended or tXe housing
problem and Bernstein reaffirmed the willingness ond ability of Catholiz, Protestant,
end Jewish organizations to house displaced persous and prevent their becoming a

bu:!.'dsn Oon Our econCmYy, -

The Committee then rose in respcnse to & call from the douse and vas
scheduled to hold its next heering on Wednesday, June 25 at 10:00 in the Judiciary
Room of th: 013 Eowse Office Building,

Estimat:d reactions to today's testimony: Carusi wes impressive with an array
of incophrzaills gtatisticse Opposition on tha basis of arguments cheallenged by
him ghould prore less easy in the future. Rabbi Bernstein's testirony pictured the
condition ol Jewish displeced persons as good and elso passed without challenge,

Gogsett and Robsion are still uafavorable; Celler, favorable; and Graham,
Chelf, ami Fellows presumably impellad to do som thing but with vhatever modification

they can achiove,



" LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

o
OF THE LINITED STATES

726 JACKSON PLACE WASHINGTON 6, D.C.

)?egaejt jot Hetion

June 13, 1947
Stratton Displaced
Persons Bill

Dear President:

Hearings are mrbo:lnghﬂﬁby’ﬂm Immigration Subcommittee of the
House Judiciary Committee on H.R. 2910, This bill authorizes the
entry into the U.S. otmmﬂﬂ'ephudmmlawmfor four
years, (Seeﬂllﬁothr]&)

This is emergency legislation to permit the United States to take
an active and constructive part in the resettlement of these war
victims who for political wm!,iﬁ.ona reasons camnot or will not
return to their country of origin. 400,000 is a part of the total
number of immigration quotas unused during the war years, To be
eligible for admission, the displaced pexsons would have to qualify
under existing immigration laws as to character, health, guarantee
that they will not become a publie charge, etc.

Our support of this measwure s‘bm from the League's position that
the United States must assume its full share of responsibility in
removing this disrupting factor.in international relations, It was

specifically authorized by the national Board in April and the
Council endorsed this action,

Letters from individuals or groups who favor the bill should go at

this time to all Representati (no companion bill has been

introduced in the Senate as yet),  Special attention should be focused
on the Subcommittiee members by Inagues in their districts., They are

in a key position to kill or save the legislation, These men are:

Frank Fellows (R., Me,), Chairman; John M. Robsion (R., Ky.),

Louis E, Craham (R Pa, ), Emanuel Celler (D,, N.Y.), Frank L, Chelf
(D., Kye), Ed Gossett (De, Tex.)s. The Subcommittee Chairman can

of course appropriately be written to by persons outside his

district, as can the full Committee Chairman Barl C. Michener (R., Mich.)

Sincerely yours,

{ i

b i e
- J’\‘»Yv\_, ?Q\_-"L \)—t’-w
President
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Statement by the league of Tomen Voters of the United States to the Subcommittee
on Imnigration and Naturalization of the House Committee on the Judiciary in
support of HeRe 2910

The League of Vomen Voters of the United States wishes to go on record in favor of
HeRe 2910 which would authorize the United States to assist in the resecttlement of
Burope's displaced persons, Our support of this bill stems from the League's position
that the United States must assume its full share of responsibility in removing this
disrupting factor in intermational rclations. It was specifically authorized by the
rational Board, and the Council endorsed this actior at its meeting imn Washington in
May of this year,

ThHo League believes keenly in the duty of the United States to take an active and con-
structive part in the settlement of internatiemsl problems, . The Amorican peoplo have
clearly rejcctod isolationisme The problem of displaced porsons has grown out of the
war, It must be dealt with constrwtively, by an intermational coopcrative effort,
before & rcal peace can be atiuined in Buwropos The mttzinment of this peace as
spoodily ac possible is one of the primc objectives of American foroign policy; it is
in the interest not only of Furope, but of ourselves and the entiro world,

Seven of the cight million displaced pérsons liberated at the cnd of the war have been
repatriated; the remaining million who, for valid reasons, camnot return to the place
from which they came, must be taken cere of in.a humniterian way, 2nd in ¢ way that
will providc a permanont solution to their problem, Thedr presence now in Gormany,
Austria, and Italy is maturally o disruptive factor in those countries, and because

of the political issues imwelvad has boen a source of friction between the sastern
and wostern powers. In addition to the burden which they put upon our forces of oceu=
pation and upon the rolief agencies, theoy alse involve o considorable oxpense to the
Amorican taxpuyer, ostimated a® 130 million dollars during 1947, Thorc is no satise
factory solution other than resettling these ymr wictims in mations of the world which
ere willing and able to give them & chance-to build a nevw 1life, Certainly the United
Statos, fortumato enough mot to have suffored any of the physical déstruction of war,
and today a lmnd of plenty in comparison with the rest of the world, would be shirk-
ing its rosponsibilitios if i% failcd 4o eentribute to the solut:.on. Encouragingly,
othor nations have already veluntccred to do tloir shire of this resettlement job,
and the action of the United States in accepting 400,000 persons over 2 four-year
period would not only take care of almost half of t'mse remaining, but would zlso

give o great impetus to other countrigs to help finish tho job. fnless the United
Statos is willing to assume its part of the obligation, the prospect of roaching any
satisfactory solution is indeed slight,

During tho war years immirration of necessity came almost to o stop and less than 10%
of the quotas were filled, <his bill simply nutharizes entry into tho United States

of a part of the total number who would otherwise have cntored the country during the
war ycars, Tho same careful selection procedures specifisd for othor immigrants would
be npplisd by sur consulates abroads Over half of the group is composed of womon and
children, and thore are large numbers of farmers, construction workers, nurses and
domestics, all of whose skills arc very much nceded in the Taited Stotes.

The League believes that these cogent, practical, and humnitarian reasons point very
plainly to the conclusion that H.R. 2810 must be passcds Ve would like $o recommend
to the Committee that & provision be added to the bill for supervision of tho sottlee
ment of those persms in the United States, and particularly to see that thoso with
specinl occupational skills are guided to the arcas where these skills are most needed.
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Entrance of Refugees Into the United States

BPEEGH

or
HON. EMANUEL CELLER
OF NEW YORK i
' IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, January 24, 1944

. Mr. CELLER. Mr. BSpeaker, Mr,
Breckenridge Long, Assistant Secretary
of Btate, appeared before the House
Forelgn Affairs Committee on Novem=
ber 26, 1943, and testified eoncerning
House Resolution 850 and House Reso-
lution 352. His testimony has been
Fﬂnted and in reading thab testimony

find thersin so many faults and errors
with reference to the subject matter of
the resolutions in guestion that I deem
it incumbent to point them out and high-
light them. They indicate a culpability
that cannot go by unnoticed. They must
bé corrected, because they caused grave
fand erroneous impressions in the minds
of the committee members, and false no-
tions in the minds of the publi¢ geners
ally, They seem to indicate not only &
lack of appreciation of the subject mat-
ter of the resolutions but seem to indi=
gate that the gentleman, in questions in
his testimony, went pretty far afield in
his desire to bolster his forced and false
conclusions, A little research would
have told him of his blunders. He de-
.serves eondign criticism, It indicates
that he is no longer entitled to hold
sway over refugees and visas. For ex-
ample, he said, in his testimony as it
appears on page 32, as follows!

We have been interested in refugees, and I
think there has been some Indisposition.on
the part of some officers to accept a thought
that the American Government ought to spe-
gialize and make it particularly direct that
we are interested only in the Jews., We have
felt from the start. that we could not exclude
:other persons from our governmental and
official activities.

~ On page 45 appears the following as
Mr. Long’s testimony:

The State Department’s policy, I think,
must be that we cannot exclude persons from
our sympathy and our sympathetic attention
if they are not Jews.

No one asked Mr. Long or anyone con-
nected with the State Department to ex-
elude non-Jews. I think it is degrading
‘and shameful that an offlcial of our ad-
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ministration should imply, mueh less
aver, that we intend to withhold nid from
non-Jews, We are in fayor of aid to all
persons, but beyond that, and not as a
substitute, we want a special and an ex-
traordinary aid conecomitant with espe-
cial and extraordinarily cruel treatment
of Jews and all others threaten
death. No minoriby people arg treated
as cruelly as the Jew. All others are in o
B;}_maﬂﬁt zﬁ"’}:}g R R
. _All others may with victory ulti-
tely breathe free, E}w the Jew is in a
hi them already ave
in & sepulcher. . .. .

charnel house—inost

The gentleman from California [Mr.
Rogers], who is present in the Chamber,
has offered one of the aforesaid resolu-
tions  providing extraordinary, treat-
ments for those who are being extraordi-
narily and cruelly treated. It calls for
the establishment of a special board ap-
pointed by the President to find havens
and refuge for the victims of Nazi tyr-
anny. The President in his wisdom Sat-
urday last, by Executive divective, set up
the War Refuge Board, similar to the
authority the dentléman from Californis
IMr. Rocers] advoeated, and the Presi-
dent stressed in an accompanying state-
mient tohis directive the very detalls that
are embodied in the so-called Rogers
resolution, and he asked directly and by
inference that especial treatment be ac-
corded the Jews, wiio are being heinously
tortured and pillaged and plundered by
Hitler and his Quislings.

Further, on page 22 of the testimony
of Mr. Long we find the specific state-
ment:

The point is made that the historie attitude
of the United States in providing a haven to
the oppressed Has not been stopped, The
State Department has kept the deor open, It
is  perfectly screened. The door Is
open. ® ¢ ¢ There are vacancies on the
list of quotas.

That is an astonishing statement and
does not sgquare with the facts. The
“door is not open." It is on a tiny, a
very tiny crack. For example, fewer im-
migrants entered during the past fiscal
years. Not since 1863 have less immi-
grants come to our country. At a time
when mass murders in Festung Europa
were greatest, in 1943, when the doors of
refuge should have been kept open, they
were deliberately, practically closed,

Only 5.9 percent of all' immigrants ad-
missible eame in in that year. Nobady is
asking for any change in the immigra-
tion statutes, We are asking changesiin
the Impossible conditions and cruel,
cold-blooded regulations that are laid
down as to “screening” by the Depart-
ment of State, and particularly by Mr.
Long,

However, because of the richly de-
seryed eriticisms brought against Mr.
Long, I am happy to state that those in
authority in the Department of State are
about to decree that Mr, Long shall no
longer be in charge of refugees and visas.
As proof pogitive of the blunder made by
Mr, Long when he undertook to state
what he thought was the attitude of the
State Department with reference to ref-
ugees, we find a member of the Cabinet
in a different Department, Mr. Biddle,
the Attormey General, taking issue with
him. Myr. Biddle emphatically and
scorchingly took issue with Mr. Long.
You can see how serious was the mis-
chief, It is rare that a Cabinet officer
challenges the statement of any Assist-
ant Secretary. It is only done when &
serious and dreadful error has been
made,

Mr, Long has sought to give the im-
pression that we had received in 10 years
580,000 immigrants and that most were
Jewish refugees, The 580,000 mentioned
by Long include visas authorized for
quota, nonguota persons, and those in
transit. Often a visa authorized is not
issued, One issued is frequently not even
used. Mr. Long, without even so much
as "by your leave,” bunched fransients,
visitors, and nonquota entrants and or-

immigrants with refugees. He
thus gave the impression that we gave
sanctuary to 580,000, That was utterly
false, Mr. Biddle explained that within
the last 10 fiscal years the average num-
per of quota and nonquotas immigrants
was only 26,647, although the annual
quota was 163,774, and that in the year
ending June 30, 1943, only 23,725 persons
entered the country, 18,000 of them being
nonquota, My, Biddle added:

During the same 10-year period the an-
nual average number of persons emigrating
from the United States was 24,000, leaving o
not increase of 93,287 immigrants, More-
over, while in 1020 the aliens constituted
8.0 percent of the population In ths United
States, at the present time they comprige



within and without Germany and the oc-
cupled territories.”” Mr. Malin pointed out
that the mandate was extended specifically
with respect to persons and not countries.

In view of these contradictory interpre-
tatlons, we urge immediate clarification of
the situation. Confusion and confilct of
opinion at this late date are inexousable.

The fallure to rescue Jews from the Balkan
countries was not atirlbutable entirely to the
opposition of the Nazis, as Mr. Long's testi-
mony has Indicated. It Is known that red
tape and delay on the part of the British
authorities were responsible for the fact that
full advantage was not taken of all the op-
portunities presented.

Mr. Speaker, at this point I desire to
offer the Alde-Memoire of the American
Jewish Conference, which I adverted to
heretofore, and for which I have received
unanimous consent to include in the
RECORD 8§ my own remarks:

AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE—RESEARCH
DEPARTMENT—AIDE-MEMOIRE ON JEWIBH
Rrerucees, 1933-43

CONTENTS

1. Displacement of Jewish population {n
Europe '
What happened to the 8,260,000 Jews who
in September 1939 lived in the countries now
dominated by the Axls? nm_:sws.evmnm.

and deportees. Countries of tlon
which admitted refugees nnd evacuees,
Countries to which Jews have been deport-

ed by the Nazis.
H. Jewish immigration into the United States

General immigration, quots and non-
quota. Jewish Immigration, number of
refugees, Unfilled quotas. Emigration from
the United States. Ratlo of Jewlsh immi-
grants to Jewish population.

II1. United States visa procedure in wartime

Application for visas (Form BC), Consids
eration of applications by Government agens
cles. Criteria for admission of allens in
wartime, Preparation of application. Prlm-
ary committee. Advisory approval, period of
yalidity, Review of application by inter-
departmental visa review commiftee. Board
of appeals. Application of aliens of enemy
nationality. Suspended cr 8. Quota year.

IV. Comments on visa procedure

Piling of application often delayed on sec-
count of difficulty in obtaining information
from applicant abroad. Latest changes in
BC form complicate procedure, “Hostage
angle” handicaps approval. Occupational ex-
perience {nterpreted as “useful to war ef-
fort.," Appllicants from Bpain and Portugal
have to account for the manner in which
they reached those countries. Refugees not
in “acute danger' denied visas. Internees in
cqmps eannot obtain visa unless they reach
consulate, but cannot be freed unless they
obtain visa.

AMERIOAN JEwisH CONFERENCE — AIDE-ME-
MOIRE ON JEWISH REFUGEES, 1033-1843

1. DIBPLACEMENT OF THE JEWISH POFULATION
‘IN EUROPE

Bince the advent of Hitler in 1033, and par-
ticularly since the outbreak of war in 1839,
the Jewlsh population in every European
country has been displaced from its original
habitation by voluntary emigration, eyacua-
tion, or deportation. For purposes of our
present annlysis, all those who have escaped
the Nagzl dominated and occupled countries,
sre classified as refugees (lncluding evac-
uees); nll others are deportees. The latter
category embraces those who have been de-
ported from one country to another (in Nasi
Europe) or from one place to another with-
in the limits of the same country: It should
further be noted that the classification of
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“refugees’” does not include the Jewish im-
migrants from eastern Europe or other coun-
tries prior to the Nazl ocoupation of these
countries,

The following table gives the -ountry of
origin of refugees and deportees:

Tasre I.—Jewish refugees and deporiees,
1933-43, classified by category and country
of origin?

Deportess ¥
Refugeos
(inotend- | From | Within
Country in:%\?nc- one. |tha limits| Total
uees) (eountry| of the
to ans | samo
other | oountry
All cotintries.. (2, 301, 000 [065, 000 |2, 205 DO |5, 201, 000
Poland......... 1)+ M
Uniuno!ﬂoﬂet o bt et
Bocialist Re-
publics. . .....[1, 200, ey
Qermany....... ¥
by ARG
Rumnanin.....—-| 100, 0600 |185000 |... ...
PR Rk
10,00 | 5000 | 2000 o0
m.g Lo _orif 80,000 000
ﬁm 14, 000 %M
1 §r§; 2l _ig%'%
- 8000 | 10,000 | & -ﬁﬁ'
35,000

" From Jowiah Refugen, by Kart R (irossmpn and
SRR R
Jowish Congress, oh. 1 1

It appears from this table that 5,201,000
Jews, out of & total of 8,260,000 Jewish popu-
lation in the spme’area In 1039, have been
uprooted from their originnl homes. Theo
msm who umd Nagi- dommmd qnd

countries have fo
their way Eﬁﬁs of the worl
lon oversens. r.q thu
mterm- a; IJ s s; R. and to neutral coun-
tries in Europe.

The following table gives the distribution
of these refugees (and evacueecs) in the vari-
ous free countries:

TanLe IT—Jewish refugers, 1833-43, classified
by country of {mamigration (and asylun)

All countries: 2, 421, 000
U.8.8. R.-. 1, 800, 000
United States. _.._._....__... 100,000
Palestine 40,000
England. 66, 000
Switzerland opee s Lt g s 16,000
Bpain. | B .ux . *12,000
Argenting S 60,000
Braztl 26, 000
Chile 14,000
Bollivia_ 12, 000
UriglaY s e s a pensnms 7,000
Other Latin Amerlcan

DODBELBE it 16 ot — 20,000
China 25, 600
Bouth: AN, e —atta ol 8,000
F.RT o 1 T PG Sy @,000
CENAOD o s s ke BRTY ie h  h 8, 000
Other countried. .o anenne 40,000

*Tables II and JII nre compiled on the
basis of data in Jewish Reiugee, ch, X,

31t 18 estimated that only some 2,800 Jowish
refugees have remalned in 8pain, as of Jan,
13, 1944 (JTA News Jan, 13, 1944),

The number of Jewlsh refugees in the
U. 8. 8. R. comprises 1,200,000 Soviet citizens
of White Russia, the Ukraine, and parts of
other previously cecupled terrltories, and
600,000 from eastern Poland and the Baltle
States which were occupled by the Red Army
in 1030, Those refugees were evacuated by
the Soviet muthorities into the interiora of
Aslatlc Russia,

The number of refugeca admitted to the
United Btates (100,000) 18 oalculated on the
basis of the total Jewish immigration to this
country less that which came from Canada,
Poland, Rumanis, Lithuania, and Hungary
prior to the war, (The figure 100,000 includes
some 25,000 nonimmigrants who eame in on
temporary visas, as visitors, eto))

The number of refugees who entered Pal-
estine (120,000) is only part of the total
Jewish Immigration into that country during
the same period, which was about 800,000,

Sweden should be added as a country of
refuge, as It Is giving asylum now to some
12,000 Jewish refugees from Déenmark anpd
other parts of Europe.

In Portugnl many Jewish refugees are in
transit, leaving there some 500 to 600 at a
time,

Hungary has recently admitted several
thousand Jewish refugees who escaped from
Poland through ths “underground.”

Tasie 1T —Jewish deportees (including refi-
gees trapped in occupied territories), ac-
cording to eountry of deportation (includ-
ing deporiees within the Himits of their own
country)

All counteies:

2, 840, 000

| Ofmr Eurnpean countries. ..

| !!l’hla figure s Indeterminate, as it may
| vary in tens of thousands,

“With the exception of Poland and the oo-
cupled parts of the U. 8. 8, R, to which de-
from all countries were taken, the
pountries mentioned in this table harbored
refugees from central, eastern, and western
Europe who were trapped by the Nazl occu-
pation.

11, JEWISH IMMIGRATION INTO THE UNITED
STATES, 1033—4a!
1, General immigration

The total number of allen immigranta en-
tering this country from June 30, 1833, to
June 30, 1043 (10 years) woa 476,030, Of
these, 202,882 were quota immigtants, The
total quota for the same period was 1,637,740,
This means that less than one-fifth of the
fuots was actuslly admitted to this country.
(@uota immigrants are classified according to
country of birth,) It should be pointed out,
that of the total annual quota aliotted to all
counries, 65 percent is allocated to Great
Britain, Northern freland, and the Irish Free
State, and about 16 pereent to Germany and
Austria, Poland recelves 4 percent; Italy,
3.7 percent; France and Bweden, 2.1 percent
ench; the other countrles, 1 percent or less
each,

2. Jewish immigration

The total number of Jewish lmmigrants
entering the United States during the same
10-year period was 186,766. To this may be
added 43,080 nonlmmigrints who were ad-
mitted on temporary visas, (SBome of these
nonimmigrants changed thelir status as im=-
migrents after reentering the couniry on per=
manent visas,) Out of this total of 208845,
about 180,000 were refugees. (Bee previous
section, table II and explanation.)

3. Unfilled quotas .

Uniilled quotas for all countries in the
past 10 years totaléed 1.244.868. Unfilled
quotas during the same period for 20 coun-
trlasﬁsnow Axis dominated or occupled, totaled
941,667,

From June 1938 to June 1938, when eml-
gration from Germany and Austrla was still
possible on & large scale, the United States
admitted from those countries only 78,000

! Bources: Jewish refugee: Natlonal Refu-
gee Service; Interpreter releases, published by

Common Counell for Amerlcan Unity.



within and without Germany and the oc-
cupied territories.”” Mr. Malin pointed out
that the mandate was extended specifically
with respect to persons and not countries.

In view of these contradictory interpre-
fations, we urge !mmedlate clarification of
the situation, Confusion and conflict of
opinion at this late date are Inexcusable,

The failure to rescue Jews from the Balkan
countries was not atiributable entirely to the
opposition of the Nazis, as Mr, Long's testi-

mony has indicated. 1t Is known that red
tape and delay on the part of the British
authoritles were responsible for the fact that
full advantage was not taken of all the op-
portunities presented.

Mr, Speaker, at this point I desire to
offer the Aide-Memoire of the American
Jewish Conference, which I adverted to
heretofore, and for which I have received
unanimous consent to include in the
RECORD 85 my own remarks:

AmericAN  JEwisH CoONFERENCE—RESEARCH
DEPARTMENT—AIDE-MEMOIRE ON JEWISH
REFUGEEs, 1033-43

CONTENTS

I. Displacement of Jewish population {n
Europe y

What happened to the 8,260,000 Jews who
in September 1839 lived in the countries now
dominated by the Axls? Rdumu, evacuees,
and deportees; Countries of immigration
which admitted refugees and evaOuees.
Countries to which Jews have been deport-
ed by the Nauis,

II. Jewish immigration into the United States

Genersl immigration, quota and non-
quota, Jewish immigration, number of
refugees, Unfilled quotas, Emigration from
the United States. Ratio of Jewish lmmi-
grants to Jewish population.

1I1. United States visa procedure in wartime

Application for visas (Form BC), Consid-
eration of applications by Government agens
cles. Criteria for admission of allens in
wartime. Preparation of application. Prim-
ary committee, Advigory approval, period of
validity, Review of application by inter-
departmental visa review committee. Board
of appenls. Application of aliens of enemy
nationality. Suspended cr 's. Quota year,

IV, Comments on visa procedure

Piling of application often delayed on ac-
count of difficulty in obtaining information
from applicant abroad. Latest changes in
BC form complicate procedure. “Hos
angle” handicaps approval, Occupational ex-

ience interpreted as '‘useful to war ef-
fort." Applicants from Bpaln and Portugal
have to amccount for the manner in which
they reached those countries. Refugees not
in “acute danger' denied visas. Internees in
camps cannot obtain visa unless they reach
consulate, but cannot be freed unless they
obtain visa,

—

AmEnicAN JEwisH CONFERENCE — AmDE-MEe-
MOmE ON JEWISH REFUCEES, 1033-1043

1. DISPLACEMENT OF THE JEWISH POFULATION
AN EUROPE

Bince the advent of Hitler in 1083, and par-
ticularly since the outbreak of war in 1939,
the Jewish population in every European
country has been displaced from its original
habitation by voluntary emigration, eyacua-
tlon, or deportation. For purposes of our
present analysls, all those who have escaped
the Nazi dominated and occupied countries,
sre classified as refugees (including evac-
uees); nll others are deportees, The latter
category embraces those who have been de-
ported from one country to another (in Nazl
Europe) or from one place to another with-
jn the limits of the same country. Itshould
further be noted that the classification of

576721—52565
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“refugees" does not Include the Jewish im-
migrants from eastern Europe or other ecoun-
tries prior to the Nazl occupation of these
countries,

The following table gives the -ountry of
origin of refugees and deportees:

TasLe I.—Jewish refugees and deportees,
183343, classified by category and eountry
of origin?

Daoportees -

Relugees

(inelud-

ing evae-
uees)

From | Within
ong  |the Hmils
eountry| of the
Rame
coltntry

Country

to an.
other

All countries... 12, 301, 000 (665 000 |2, 205 D00
........ 2, 000, 000

Poland. . .......
Union of Rovist
Bocinlis

rin, s 190, 000
Rumania 100, 000 285, 0000
Erance. ool | 30,000 | 200, 00O
e R
| ) ) A8
AT IR
ghie AR AR o
mmmm 30, 000 { 5, 000, "_s-'!.uii I

Bduw 1y xmngl-d.'_‘ : E
e nmﬂhx l.nblalf- :

!t appeam from this table that 5.201,000
Jews, ouit of a total of 8,250,000 Jewish popu-
lation in the same aren in 1930, hayve been

interior of 'U Bi B. R, and to neutral coun-
tries in Europe.

The following table gives the distribution
of these refugees (and amcum) in the vari-
ous free countriess

TasLe IL—Jewish refugees, 193343, classified
by country of immigration (and asylum)

All countries: 2,431,000
U,8. 8.R : 1, B0, 000
United Btntes. oo onioee oo aee 190,000

Palestine

Ouher Latm American
OOUMRLIIeR it i e i
Chins.
South mtm-,..._..------___
Australis
ORNEIR S e RO
Other countries. ...oc-cocrne
1Tables: II and IIi are compiled on the
basis of data in Jewish Refugee, och. X.
# It is estimated that only some 2,300 Jewish
refugees have remalned in Spain; as of Jan,
12, 1944 (JTA News Jan. 13, 1044),

The number of Jewish refugees In the
U. B. 8. R, comprises 1,200,000 Soviet citizens
of White Russia, the Ukralne, and parts of
other previously occupled territories, and
600,000 from eastern Poland and the Baltle
States which were occupled by the Red Army
in 1939, Those refugees were evacuated by
the Soviet authorities into the Interlors of
Aslatic Russia.

The number of refugees admitted to the
United Btates (100,000) is calculated on the
basis of the total Jewish immigration to this
country less that which game from Canada,
Poland, Rumania, Lithuania, and Hungary
prior to the war. (The figure 180,000 includes
some 25,000 nonimmigrants who came in on
temporary visas, ns visitors, ete))

The number of refugees who entored Pal-
estine (120,000) is only part of the total
Jewish Immigration into that country during
the same peripd, which was ahout 300,000,

Sweden should be added as a country of
refuge, ns It ia giving asylum now to some
12,000 Jewish refugees from Denmark and
other parts of Europe.

In Portugal ma_m'y Jewlsh refugeea are In
transit, leaving there some 500 to 600 at a
time,

Hungary has recently admitted several
thousand Jewish refugees who escaped from
Poland through the “underground.”

Tamx I —Jewish deportees (including refu-
gees trapped in occupied territories), ac-
cording to country of deportation (inolud-
ing deportees within the limits of their own
country)

All countrles: 2, B40, 000
“Poland 2, 600, 000
'Oooupied Soviet territory..... 350,000
France 55, 0100
namum._---_--_-------_-__ 20, 000
;L T BRI R U s 45, 000

ther Europaan countries. - 10, 000

1'!:h.ll figure is indeterminate, as 1t may
vary in tens of thousands,

With the exception of Poland and the oc-
pled parts of the U. 8, 8. R, to which de-
pes from all countries were taken, the

.umlutﬂaa ‘mentloned in this table harbored

refugees from central, eastern, and western
Furope who were trapped by the Nazl occu-
pation.

1. JEWISH IMMIGHATION INTO THE UNITED
BTATES, 193i1—4a!

1, General tmmigration
The total numbey of allen Immigrants en-
tering this country from June 30, 1838, to
June 80, 1048 (10 years) was 470,030. Of
these, 262,882 were quota immigrants, The

‘total quota for the same perlod was 1,637,740,

This means that less than one-fifth of the
quota was sctually admitted to this country,

(Quota lmmigrants are classified agcording 1o
country of birth.) It should be pointed out,
that of the total annual quota allotted to all
counries, 65 percent is allocated to Great
Britain, Northern Iréland, and the Irish Free
State, and about 16 percent to Germany and
Austria.  Poland recelves 4 percent; Italy,
4.7 percent; France and Sweden, 2.1 percent
ench; the other countries, 1 percent or less
each.

2. Jewish fmmigration

The total number of Jewish immigrants
entering the United Stites during the same
10-year period was 165756, To this may be
added 43,080 nonimmigrants who were ad-
mitted on temporary visas, (Some of these
nonimmigrants changed their status as jm-
migrants after reentering the country on per=
manent visas.) Out of this total of 208,846,
shout 180,000 were refugees. (Bee previous
section, table II and explanation.)

3. Unfilled queotas .

Unfilled quotas for all countries in the
past 10 years totaled 1,244.668. Unfilled
quotas during the same period for 20 coun-
tries now Axls dominated or occupled, totaled
841,667,

From June 1933 fo June 1039, when emi-
gratlon from Germany and Austria was still
posaible on A large scale, the United Btates
admitted from those countrles only 78,008

1 Sources: Jewlsh refugee: Natlonal Refu-
gee Sorvice; Interpreter releases, published by
Common Council for Amertcan Unlty.
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quota Immigrants (of which 556,550 were
Jews), 1. e, less than half of the admissible
quota. The sdmissible quota for the same
period for Germany and Austria was 27370
per year, or a total of 164,220 for the G-year
period.

In 1943, the total quota immigration into
the United States was 9,045, or 5.0 percent of
an admissible quota of 163,774, Even count-
ing all immigrants—quota and nonguota—
admitted to this country in 1943, the total
was only 23,725, which was the lowest num-
ber since 1863,

4, Emigration from the United Stotes

During the same period (1038-34) 243,065
legal alien residents of the United Btates left
the country. Of these, 2,101 were Jews.
Thus, the total net immigration (quota and
nonquota) to this country for the past 10
years was 232,065, while the net Jewish fmmi-
mtl:u% (immigrants and nonimmigrants)

§. Ratio of Jewish. Immigrants to. Jewuh

population ®

The Jewish immigrants who enma.:-the
United States in the past decade (208,845)
constituted only 4.1 percent of the Jewish

population In this country (estimated at .

5,000,000) and about 2.5 percent of the total
Jewish population (8250,000) that ‘llv;;: in
1939 In the European countries of e tion,
now dominated by the Axis. Cumpmg with
other countries of immigration and

this s the lowest ratio, England, for ex-
ample, having admitted 66,000 Jewish refu-
gees, Increased its Jewish population by 21.7

percent. Similarly, the 16,000 Jewish refu- |

gees In Switzerland constitute 8.6 percent of
the local Jewish population; in Argentina,
23.2 percent; Australla, 37,6 percent; South
Africa, 8.8 percent; Canada, 5.2 percent,
The following table présents an analysia
of the annual quota for each country of emi-
gration, the number of quota immigrants ad-
mitted to the United Btates, and the num-
ber of registered applicants for visas,
Taste IV —General and Jewish quota fmmi-
gration into the United States, June 30,
1833~June 30, 1943

BELECTED COUNTRIES NOW UNDER AX1S DOMINA-

TION
e
Taotal | Total
Cotintry of birth | 10-year goncral, Jl!:tlgh. appli-
Quota  igng4o| 68349 | conts aa
of Jan. 1,
-, | 1o30»
All countries. ... [1, 537, 740 |202, 882 165, 750 513, 528
Total, 20
coun 671,070 (220, 503 (140,231 | 447,276
Belglum._____._.] 13,040 | 8,488 | 1,471 2,701
Bulgaria.._.____..| 1,000 (1T 1,418
Crechoslovakia..| 28,740 640 | 7,062 a0, 888
1,000 80 447
11,810 | 1,080 85 3,377
800 | 7,40 2,095 }: %
]
a0 [Phan) nam | 240,768
8,070 | 8,061 17 3,207
8,600 | 0,074 | 4,117 o4, 842
Italy.._ .. 8,020 | 21,140 053 4,047
Latvinl ooeo.o.| 28601170 |oaiae.. o
uania.......| &80 | 2,21 , 600 5,600
xamb eons 1, 000 300
Netherlan 81,530 | 4,541 | 1,480 1,440
Norway. .. 2,770 7 31 18,716
Polang. ... . 65, 240 | 20,161 | 27,741 400
numanta--...... 4,770 310 2.’:! 16, 072
Yugoslavin___._. 8, 450 a1 6,001
Other onuntdns. .
awish
tion, 1,021
1 Bonree: Rehnm of the Immigration and Naluru]i

ration 8. Department of Justice. (Infor-
msﬂnn supplind by um Naﬂun.ni Refugea Berviee,)

II#} o quntl and nonguots alien immigrants (by

Raglstemd nggllmma for visas at tho Unitad States

consnlates o Information sapplied by Hicem,
ncoording In Unll.ul tates Consular ger e reports.

' Bource: Jewlsh Refugee, ch, X, table IV,
6767215266
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10, UNITED STATES VISA PROCEDURE IN WAR
TIME *

(a) Application for visas

Alien applicants desiring visas to the
United States—whether for permanent im-
migration, preference quota, temporary, or
transit—must have BO formps filed in thelr
behalf with the Visa Division of the United
States Department in Washington, D. O.

Form BC, issued by the Visa Division (sec-
ond revision, July 1, 1943), is 60 inches In
length (four legal- a!ze sheets printed on both
sides) and contains all questions pertinent
to Information required by the State Depart-
ment regarding the allen applicant,

(There are some categories of allens for
whom no BC form may be reqguired, such as
native-born cltizens of independent coun-
tries of the Western Hemisphere, British
natlve-born subjects, citizens of Canada or
Newfoundland, persons entitled to nonguote
status except enemy aliens, etc.)

Part B of Form BO 18 to be filled out by
the alien applicant of by an American spon-

spunmra. It the npumnn. or tho num ap-
gmnt (u-tom happe,nali tphba m‘thla 001;::
;pmnr n m bﬂtﬁm
rnmtard ust fil t gmommm
m o an application ! 8

ing (Form IVRC-1) together with the BC
form. mmeaum (may be ctﬁadm or aliens)
who know the applicant's life history may
also appear for & hearing, upon filing n notice
of sppearance at the same time 88 the spon-
BOTS.

(b) Adaninistraiive procedure in the Visa
Division *
ii.- Consideration of _Apnllmnm‘w Fom'
Bodies Possible

‘Under the guthority vested in the Seumhry
of State by the President’s proclamation of
November 14, 1041, restricting entry into and
departure from the United States of all per-
sons, the Visa Divislon has set up a series
of steps by which applications of nliena are
given careful eonsideration and review, to in-
gure the interests of the United Sfates during
this national emergency,

Applications. may be consldered by four
instances: First by a primary committee,
next by an Interdepartmental visa review
committes, then by the board of appeals, and
last by the Becretary of State; who has final
authority,

2. Criteria for Admisslon of Aliens In
Wartime

Among the classes of aliens deemed preju-
dicial to public interest, there is one group
of aliens having close relatives In enemy
countries. It Is consldered that since the
relatives are kept as hostages b}{ the anemy,
the alien immigrant might be forced to en-
gage In activities in the United Btates of
America which might be detrimental to our
country, However, the regulations make it
clear that this factor is to be oonsidered
along with other evidence and should not be
cause for denlal to enter,

Emphasis 18 now placed on the probability
of the alien being of benefit to our country,
especially in defense worlk.

Close relatives—parents, husband, wife,
children—in this country are also consldered
as factors favorable for admission of aliens,
since the reunion of families is regarded as
beneficial to the morale of the American citi-
zens, or residents, involved.

8 According to Interpreter Releases, pu
lished by Common Couneil for Ammcan
Unity, volume XX, No. 40, October 20, 1848,
A Bummary of Visa Procedure in Wnrume. by
Cecilla Razoveky Davidson.

8. Preparation of Application for Primary
Committee »

Form BO must be filed in aix coples with the
Visa Division of the State Departmmt, After
ascertaining the sponsor's financial Ade-
guiacy, & copy of the form ls sent to the inves-
tigating agencles: The Immigration and Nafu-
ralization Bervice, F. B, I, Military Intelll-
gence, Naval Intelligence, and the State De-
partment, It usually takes from 3 to 8 weeks
for the reports to come from these agencies,
An examiner then prepares the material for
the Interdepartmental Visa Committee,
known also as the Primary Committee.

4, Actlon by the Primary Committee
The Primary Committee consists of one rep-
resentative from each of the departments
mentioned in the preceding paragraph. If
the case 18 approved—I, e., advisory approval {8
granted—it is forwarded to the consul abroad
for getion. If the consul—wha has final decl-
slon in granting a visa—is satisfied as to the
applicant’s eligibility, he requests a quota
number from the Btate Department in
Washington. The latter cables a quata
number, or sendi 4t atr mall, if one Is available.
!é:;e mnﬁ; wﬁu t:;’m\ru. tt:mncumei:rr‘ed
e Bta ep ent for
Wm fon.

B, Perlod of Velidity of Advisory Approval

An advisory spproval is valid for 8 months;
Ir Wlppmb did not obtein his visa, by
that time, for whatever reason, the sponsor
has to apply for an extension, Indicating his
continued interest in the applicant and ability
to support him,

' a;-mmmm Visd Review Committea

This ; consisting of representa-
tives of the same departments as those of the
Primary Committes, reviews the cases of
nppumnt.u rejected by the Primary Committee,
It conducts hearings, at which the sponsors
or/and other witnesses may appear. The
decision is made on the basis of the informa-
tlon in the record and the testimony of the
witness, If thls committee disaproves the
case, it goes automatically to the Board
of Appeals. (No appeal to the Board s

Necessary.)

7. Presldent's Board of Appeals

The Board of Appeals consists of two mem-
bers appointed by the President, who are not
suppesed to represent any branch or agenoy
of the Government. Their decision 18 based
on the evidence of the record and witness
submitted by the previous two committers,

" The board may ask these committees for addi-

tional investigation and data. The approval
of the Board may be reversed by the

of State, who has final authority. If the
appucnuon 15 denled by the Board of Appeals,
it may be renewed by the same or different
sponsors after 6 months, The entire original
procedure has to be started over again, as if
it were a new case.

8. Applleations of Allens of Enemy Natiunallty

All applications for allens of enemy natlon-
ality, whether natives, citizens, subjects, or
denizans of enemy countries, must be consld-
ered by the Primary Committee, the Interde-
partmental Visa Review Committee, and even
if approved by these two bodies, they must
also be considered by the Board of Appeals,
(Enemy countries are Germany, Italy, Japm.
Bulgaria, Hungary, and Rumanis,)

8, Buspended Cuases

Visa applications of aliens now residing in
enemy territory—where there s no American

‘Italy, having been recognized by the
United Btates of Amerlen, Greast Britain, and
Boviet Russia, ns a cobelllgerent, is no longer
regarded as an enemy allen for purposes of
selective service in this country, However,
the State ent has not yet issued any
;&r;mnne with regard to immigration from

A X



consular service—are held in suspense in the
State Department or at American consulates
abroad. After the temritories are freed the
applications will have to he renewed. If,
however, the applicant can reach an Ameri=
can consul before the 6 months of validity
explre, he may obtain his wisa.
10. Annual Quota
The annusl quota for a given country ex-
tends only for 1 fiscal year and may not be
carrled over to a succeeding year. If an
applicant who has received a visa, having
been assigned a gquota number, is unable to
sall within the fiscal year of his quota num-
ber, he forfeits his visa and has to apply to
the consul for a new one, It should be noted
that the quota number is assigned to the
applicant upon the issuance of the yisa,

IV. COMMENTS ON VISA FEOCEDURE ®

1. Filing of applicaiion

Bince the BC form must be filed with the
Visa Division in Washington (and not with
the consulate abroad), much préclious time
may be lost in cbtaining the necessary infor-
mation from an allen applicant who is
abroad, Very often the American sponsor
who files the application is not familiar with
the numerous details of the alien's life his-
tory required to be filled out in form BOQ,
In some cases, due to communication difm-
culties, such information may never be
obtained.

2, Changes in Form BO (made July 1, 1043)%

When the BC form was révised by the State
Department on July 1, 1048, the following

important changes were made, which com-

plicate the procedure:

(a) The question (No. 15, part B) as to
the applicant's “places of previous residence
(city and country) * requires “giving approxi-
mate dates since age of 14 years.” In the
former BC form only a 10-year period was
requested.

{b) The sponsor must now indicate his
occupation and his resldence for the past 10
years instead of 5 years, The sponsor 18
required to give more specific information
in regard to his American citizenship and

! Source: American Jewish Congress.
fBource: Natlonal Refugee Bervice.
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must answer questions (Nos, 26 to 28, part
B) about his own politieal thinking and
attachment to the United States Consti-
tution.

3. Hostage angle

Bection 7 of this application deals with
“close relatives in countries other than the
United States.” This section has proved to
be a serious handicap in the conslderation
of many cases because the Visa Divislon still
takes into consideration the so-called hostage
clause, This means that the applications of
people who have relatives in any one of the
Nuzi-occupied countries are usually refused.
Quite frequently this is the only cause for
refusal.

4, Occupational experience

Quiestion No, § (part B) dealing with “occu-
pational experience" is frequently Interpreted
by the Visa Division as requiring such ocou-
pational experience a8 may be regarded “use-
ful to the war effort of the United States'
Such an interpretation is, of course, not pro-
fessed publicly, but numerous inguiries along
theze lines lead to the eonclusion that this
is a criterion frequently employed In deter-

the fitness of an applicant for admis-
sion into the m&m‘:ﬁ' a!I:el serves to disquality
many applican: ther professionals
‘or have been merchants in Europe.
- 5, Refugees in Spain and Portugal

‘There was a time when npplmﬁom ‘Bub-
mitted on behalf of people in Spaln and
Portugal were glven preferred consideration,

has changed compietely in the

past 8 months. Relatives who now appear
at hearings before the Interdepartmental
Visa Review Committes are now questioned
in detail as to “how the appumu got to
Bpain,” although members of the commitice
know what 15 common knowledge to every-
body—that these people succeeded in getting
into Spain from France by escaping over the
Pyrenees, In this connection angther ques-
tlon put by the c ttee is with regard to
the applicant's stay in Bpain. it s
cominon knowledge that paopla wha abf.lalm
into Spain are arrested and interned at Gamp
Miranda or put Into prisons, Many of them
are released afterward as the result of per-
sistent efforts on the part of frlendly gov-
ernments and private reliel organizations,
Nevertheless, the committee Insists on ask-

b

ing the sponsors detalls concerning the re-
lease of the applicant, Inevitably most of
these questions must go unanswered, since
the people who appesr at the hearings usually
know nothing or very little about the efforts
in Bpain, The fallure, however, to answer
these questions produces an unfavorable im-
pression on the committee, resulting very
often In a refusal of the application,

6. Refugees mot in "acute danger”

Two other conslderations militate against
the granting of visas, The first ia a criterion
entitled "Not Being in Acute Danger." This
applies to people in such countries as Spaln,
Portugal, Tangler, Jamaliea, Cuba, and other
Latin-American countrles. It is, of course,
true that such people may not be In danger
of extermination. Many of them, however,
have relatives in the United States whom
they naturally wish to join, or generally are
anxious to begin life anew In America as
contrasted with the rather hopeless existence
that mosi of them lead in places 1ike Jamaica,
Tangier, gte. In most instances these people
have no possibility of earning a living in
these'places, since many of them are detained
In camps. Furthermore, i these refugees
could leave for the United States, they would
make room in those places for others to come
in, yet their applications for visas are in most
cases refused.

7. Internees cannot reach consulates

The second consideration is that the De-
partment of State refuses to consider visa ap-
plications for refugees who are interned in
camps in Mauritius, Cyprus, etc., which are
under British rule. The attitude of the Visa
Division I& that it cannot act on these appll-
cations so long as these people are not re-
leased unconditionally from thelr internment
50 that they may appear at the consulates in
person. On the other hand, the British
Government will not releass these people
unless they show valld visas for another
country, The result ls a vieloua clrcle, It
should be noted that the Jewlsh refugees In
Mauritius were deported there in 1940, after
they had triegd to enter Palestine without cer-
tificates, Many of them have families in the
United Btates who areé anxlous to bring thom
fo this country, To date thelr applications
have not been acted upon for the reasons
indieated,

. 5. GOVEANMENT PRINTING OFFIGE) 1044



Statement by
Senator Pat MeCarran

of Nevada
in the

Senate of the UUnited States
Friday, January 6, 1950

Not printed
at Government
expense

United States Government Priniling Office, Washington 1 1950
B869288—32457



Dispracep Persons: Facts Versus Ficrion
(Statement by Senator Par McCARRAN,
chalirman of the Senate Committee on
the Judiciary)
(Foreword)

As chairman of the Senate Committee
on the Judiciary, which has jurisdiction
over Immigration legislation, I have re-
cently returned from a European inves-
tigation of the displaced-persons situa-
tion. The faets verify the Information
gathered by a special subcommittee of
the Senate, of which T am chsirmm.
which has over the caurse of tt

tlon and naturaliza
facts point to the mﬁhﬁhm
that the floodzates of this Nation are
belng pried open for the entranee of mil-
lons of aliens, from the turbileny popu-
lations of the entire world, who are seck-
ing admission into the United éht.eﬂp
der the guise of displaced peraonﬁf
This movement is being facilitate )
certain pressure groups in’t;ila'country.
which over the years have had as their
ultimate objective the destruction of our
immigration barriers. One pressure
group has, during the course of the last
3 years, registered with the Clerk of the
House of Representatives, lobbying ex-
penditures of approximately $1,000,000.
This money has not, of course, been
spent for the relief of displaced persons
but solely for dissemination of propa-
ganda designed to influence legislation
to repeal the safeguards of our immigra-
tion laws. Unless the rank and fille of
the Ameriean people express themselves
promptly and forthrightly to their rep-
resentatives in the Congress, It is a cer-
800288—32457

years been studying Zg‘&m ﬁﬁﬁ%-

tainty that the objective of these pres-
sure groups will be accomplished.
WHO 18 A DISPLACED PERSON?

At the end of the war the Allied armies
iri central Europe became the guardians
of approximately 8,000,000 persons who
had been displaced during the war,
Within a few months after the war ap-
proximately 7,000,000 of these persons
were repatriated to their native coun-
tries, leaving about 1,000,000 persons,
Who, because of fear of persecution, re-
i’uﬁﬁ“&p retum to their homelands, By
the: date of our present dis-
ammmm& 30, 1950) there

’ﬁw only & few thousand such

ed persons in central Europe,
p hard core who

Imﬂﬂ‘d‘%uw disqualifi-

‘cations are inellgible for resettlement,
'The constitublon of the International
ﬂiﬁm 'ﬁrlﬁunuon. however, em-
ﬁw not enly displaced porsons who
ilb;a»@ﬁaced by the war in central Eu-
1ope but, in addition, it embraces all per-
mm the entire world who are, or who
be, out of their country
Dt mtlonuuw or former residence and
who are unwilling to return. Some year
or two after the war In central Europe
there began and continues until the pres-
ent time, a general migration from east-
ern Europe Into the occupied areas of
western Europe of hundreds of thousands
of persons who, because of political and
economic furmoll, have been leaving
their homelands. The potential num-
ber of persons embraced in this second
category has been estimated to be in the
millions,
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In addition to the displaced persons HAS THE UNITED STATES TAKEN ITS FAIR

who are embraced by the International
Refugee Organization, there are between
fifteen and twenty million persons who
are de facto displaced but who are not
presently embraced by the International
Refugee Organization. These persons
include:

1, The Gzrman expelless, who were
forcibly expelled from the countries of
eastern Europe pursuant to the Pots-
dam agrezment of August 1, 1945, and
driven into Germany and Austria.

These German expellees number from
ten to fitteen million. | Under the constl-
tution of the mmwmgp
ganlzation the German mgp@lh@ qre ex-
pressly excluded fyom the cqncern of the
International Refugee Orgentzation,

2. The Greek displaced persons who
were displaced from their homes by the
Nazis in World War II or by the Commu=
nists in the Greek civil war, , These Greek
displaced persons number u@rodm,gws
500,000 but are ineligible undm the con-
stitution of the International
Organization because thpg_ are in
native land. : :

3. The Palestinian displaced persons,
who were displaced from their homes in
the Palestine War. These Palestinian
displaced persons number approximately
1,000,000.

4, The Pakistanian displaced persons,
who were displaced from their homes in
the partition of Indla. It s estimated
that these Pakistanian displaced persons
number approximately 10,000,000.

6. Displaced persons in China, who are
being displaced in the course of the clvil
war in China, The number of such per-
sons is unknown but it ls probable that
they number several million.

90928232457
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SHARE OF DISPLACED PERSONS?

Unlike most countries of the world the
United States operates under an immi-
gration quota system whereby approxi-
mately 154,000 quota immigrants may be
received annually for permanent resi-
dence, chiefly from BEuropean countries.
In addition, iImmigrants are received for
permanent residence on a nonguota im-
migration basls without any numerical
limitation. This latter group consists
chiefly of immigrants from the Western

here and n_l; ?@}mves of citizens

e ,;bmm during the war

years: Although our general immigra-
tion laws do not provide specific cate-
gorles for displaced persons, reliable offi-
clal and ial estimates are that
dm:;;az the ’Nul regime we received into
the qu States between 250,000 and
;m,puo dlspln.cld porsons for permanent
residence and approxlmat.ely 200,000 dis-
placed persons for temporary stay.
msplued persons under Presiden-

_tial directive: Pursuant to a Presidential

directive of December 22, 1845, approxi-
mately 44,000 displaced persons were ad-
mitted into the United States for perma-
nent residence during the period ending
on the effective date of the present dis-
placed-persons law,

3. Displaced persons under the present
displaced-persons law: The present law
provides for the admission of an addi-
tional 205,000 displaced persons over a
2-year period, and also provides for ad-
justing the status to permanent resl-



dence of 15,000 displaced persons who
have gained admission into the United
States on a temporary basis,

4, Displaced persons under the general
immigration law: Displaced persons are,
of course, eligible, along with other
aliens, for immigration into the United
States under our general immigration
laws. No reliable estimates are avail-
able concerning the number of displaced
persons who have been admitted into the
United States, since the Nazi regime, who
have applied for admission not as dis-
placed persons but as regular immi-
grants.

DOES OUR DISPLACEEL-PERSONS PROGRAM D1S-
CRIMINATE AGAINST JEWS AND cﬂ’rﬂﬁmﬁm
1, Displaced persons durlng the war
years: Of the hundreds o.f t.housands of
displaced persons who were admitted mto
the United £iates during the war years,
it is reliably estimated that approximate-
ly four-fifths were of the Jewish fa.ith
2. Displaced persons under the Presi-
dential directive: Under the Pre.gidgnt‘
directive of December 22, 1945, visas were
issued to 23,694 displaced persons of the
Jewish faith; 5,924 visas were issued to
displaced persons of the Catholie faithj}
and 3,906 visas were issued to displaced
persons of Protestant faith. I
3. Displaced persons under the dis-
placed-persons law: As of November 30,
1949, there had been issued 127,866 visas
pursuant to the displaced-persons law.
Fifty-three thousand four hundred and
two of the visas were to displaced persons
of the Catholic faith; 33,479 were to dis-
placed persons of the Jewish faith; 20,279
were to displaced persons of the Protes-

ant faith; 19,283 were to displaced per-
869288—32467

sons of the Greek Orthodox faith; and
1,423 were to displaced persons of un-
known faith,

IS THE PRESENT CUT-OFF DATL FAIR?

The present displaced-persons law was
designed to afford maximum relief to
those persons who were displaced as a
direct result of the war or shortly there-
after., Accordingly, the law prescribes
a cut-off date of December 22, 1945, for
eligibility, This is some T months after
the termination of the war and is the
same cut-off date which was used in the
administration of the Presidential direc-
tive in order to distinguish between the
wiar-displaced persons and the hundreds
of thousands of persons who have volun-
tarily displaced themselves by migrating
into the occupied areas since that date.
It is obyious that any exiension of the
cut-off date will work to the detriment
aof those persons who were displaced by
the war because their chances of immi-
gration infto the United States will be
diluted by several hundred thousand.
The Celler bill (H, R. 4567), which the
pressure groups are trying to drive
through the Ssznate, not only advances
this eut-off date to January 1, 1849, but
provides for the admission into the
United States of some 15,000 displaced
persons from behind the iron curtain
vrho have not yet been displaced but may
ke displaced in the future. An official of
our prinecipal intelligence agency which
i3 operating abroad has expressed the
opinion that this provision of the Celler
bill would constitute a dangerous threat
to the security of the United States and
would be another loophole for the infil-
tration of Communist agents,




ADMINISTRATION OF THE PRESENT DISPLACED-
PERSONS LAW

I am confident, on the basis of my in-
vestigation, that there is a complete
break-down in the administration of the
law. Inadequate screening of applicants,
with little or no regard for background,
political beliefs, and predilections of ap-
plicants, has opened the gates to persons
who will not become good citizens and
who will become ready recruits in sub-
versive organizations to tear down the
democracy of the United States. My in-
vestigation has ﬂhuzht w light mnuﬁﬁ‘x'--
able instances of W fraud, mis-

representation, ﬂdwfdotgﬁfﬁiﬁ,‘ml R

perjury resorted to’ W bqﬁbgl ﬂ@l
© displaced-persons status In' M@h
ify within the terms
be remembered th 'wméaa

eral of the United States recently testi-
fled that an analysis of @84 of Mmm
militant members of the G:tn:ﬂuhht
Party In the United Bwtadiphoﬁ'tﬂ thati

Dlipercento!ﬂnmhlweﬁn!fure@ﬂ .

stock or were married to parmn!ﬁt for-
eign stock.

The present law eonhinlmvislonsw
a prerequisite to eligibility that there be
job and housing assurances without dis-
placing other persons from jobs and
housing. The Displaced Persons Com-
mission, In administering these provi-
slons of the law, has been validating
“blanket” assurances to certain groups
with no Independent check whatsoever
in order to ascertain the yalidity of the
assurances, The Displaced Persons
Commission has even valldated assur-
ances for displaced persons which were
made by other displaced persons already

admitted into the United States.
865206032437
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Notwithstanding repzated evidences of
fraud and misrepresentation, not a single
displaced person who has thus far been
admitted into the United States by vir-
tue of such fraud and misrepresentation
has been returned to Europe,

PROVIEIONS OF H. R. 4567
H. R. 4567, which the pressure groups

arz trying to drive through the Senate:

1. Expands the definition of a dis-
placed person so as to admit into the
United States certain select groups from
all over the world, but excludes Greek
dlsmaced persam. tdlsplaced persons of

wnd other equally deserv-
ive of their location,
admission of 10,000

lblﬂisband thus cﬂlnka the number of

i ]
& ‘war-displaced-persons cate-

gory) b? smral hundred thousand.
53 .4 P:oﬁdea for the admission into the
umﬁ?mes of 15,000 persons from be-

‘hind the Imn chrt.aln. who have not yet

been d.ispw.cad but may be displaced in

the mtm

8’ Provides that anyone who left the

"uocupled.araas of central Europe may re-

turn at any time and galn eligibility for
immigration into the United States,

6, Scts aside 50 percent of the non-
preference portion of certain quotas for
the exclusive use of displaced persons

“who have already bean admitted into

other ecountries of the world,

7. Removes from the present law the
priority which Is given to agricultural
workers and their familles, Although
the statistics reveal that allens gener-
ally, and displaced persons in particular,



are congested In the large cities, H. R.
4567 would further intensify this prob-
lem.

8. Increases the number to be admitted
to 339,000. This number is, of course,
in addition to the number admissible un-
der our general immigration system.

IMMIGRATION FROBLEMS OF THE UNITED

BTATES

Since the end of the war there has been
a tremendous Inerease in the influx into
the United States, both legally and il-
legally, of people from all over the world.
There Is at present a backlog of regis-
quotas of over 1,000,000, During the fis-
cal year 1948, over 170,000 allens were
admitted into the United States for per-
manent residence. In addition, approxi-
mately one-half million allens were ad-
mitted into the United States from over-
seas presumably on a temporary basis,
but many thousands of these aliens
have overstayed their periods of admis-
slon and are seeking to remain here per-
manently,

During the last session of the Congress,
the Senate approved the adjustment of
the status to permanent residence of over
3,000 cases of aliens who were admitted
temporarily.

An Indication of the scope of the prob-
lem of lllegal entries is the fact that on
the Mexican border alone apprehensions
during the first 6 months of the 1949 fis-
enl year were at a rate of 25,000 a month,
During the fiscal year 1948, there were
apprehended on the Mexican border
103,852 fllegal entrants,

During the fiscal year 1948, there were
apprehended in the United States 4,353
seam2n who had jumped ship and it is .

£G0288—32457

estimated by United States immigration
officials that stowaways are arriving at
the rate of approximately 100 per month,
Duringthelnstwiﬂmuxglerxot
allens were arrested, but, of course, the
number who were actually smuggled into
the United States s unknown.

The scope of the problem of illegal
aliens is clearly set out by the fact that
the number of forced departures from
the United States for the last 5 years has
excesded the number of immigrants en-
tering the country legally during that
period,

Officials of the Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service testified in the course
of our investigation of the immigration
and naturalization system that if the
manpower were available there would be
over 500,000 investigations of potential
cases of allens lllegally in the United
States in the present fiscal year.

Typical of the comments of the Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service offl-
cers respecting Investigations of aHens
illegally in the United States is the fol-
lowing:

“We have little or no what we might
call free-lance investigations; that is, to
80 out and try to find aliens who are
lilegally in the country.”

A former American consul on the Ca-
nadian border estimated the number of
illegal aliens in the United States to be
from 3,000,000 to 5,000,000, The Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service offi-
cials estimate that there are approxi-
mately 50,000 Cubans fllegally in the
United States in the Miami, Fla., immi-
gration district, The immigration and
naturalization officlals in the Los An-
geles area estimate that there are ap-
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"WHY AéE THEY
STILL THERE?




 furopes DISPLACED PERSONS

by Lt. Col. Jerry M. Sage

Colonel Sage bas recently returned to the United States after nearly

six years in Europe, including experience as an agent for the Office of

Strategic Services and as @ prisoner of war in Germany. For the last

three years he has been chief inspector for displaced persons in the
United States Zone of Germany.

APPROVAL by the President last June of the Displaced Persons Act of 1948 marked
a vital step toward the solution of the complex, costly and human problem of
800,000 displaced persons in Europe.

The Displaced Persons Commission was appointed as the implementing agency
under the act and began the rask of selecting;, processing, and moving the immigrants
to the United Scates. Full support to the program is being given by other governmental
agencies, the International Organization, various welfare groups, and the United
States Army, which still has nearly half a million displaced persons under its control.

Yet in the first seven and a half months of the authorized two-year admittance
period, less than 4,500 refugees have entered this country.

On Feb. 1 the D, P. Commission reported that the lag in the resettlement program
was mainly due to difficulty in administering efficiently certain restrictive clauses of the
legislation itself. Resolutions designed to broaden the scope of the D. P. Act and make
it more workable are now pending in both houses of Congress. The McGrath-Neely
Bill, Senare 311, and the Celler Bill, HR 1344, are identical and include the substance of
changes recommended by the Displaced Persons Commission. The proposals include
raising the number to be admirtted to 400,000, removal of clauses which favor one group
of D. P.s over another, and modification of reqjuirements which are considered too rigid
for efficient, just, and expeditious implementation of the program.

But under either the 1948 act or the new proposals, the immigration of each dis-
placed person will be contingent on some sponsor in the United States who will assist
the newcomer in establishing himself in this country. Since my recent return from
Germany, people from all walks of life, particularly those who need help in the home,
business, or on the farm, have asked me the following questions:

Who Are They?

Who are these people? What does our .Army have to do with them? Why don't
they go home—or stay in Germany?

What are other countries doing about them?

What sort of people are they—their polirical and religious beliefs, their health and
morals, the state of law and order in their cormmunities?

What are their occupational skills and porential as self-supporting citizens?

Here are the answers—based on three years' intimate work with displaced persons,

visits to over 200 installations, and countless talks with people from every group under
our control in Germany.

The majority of D. Ps were brought ro Germany as laborers from conquered
countries. Many were concentration camp prisoners. Others were prisoners of war who
foughr on our side. As the Allied forces overran the enemy, increasing numbers of D. P.s
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were uncovered until approximately eight mil-
lion persons had passed from Nazi custody
into Allied hands in Western Europe. Nearly
seven million were returned to their home-
lands, primarily in Western Europe and the
USSR, in the mass repatriation movements
from 1945 ro 1947.

At present in the zones of the Western
Allies in Germany and Austria, there are ap-
proximarely 800,000 Lithuanians, Latvians,
Estonians, Poles, Ukrainians, Yugoslavs, and
stateless persons who can not or will not go
back to their homelands for fear of racial,
religious, or political persecution. About 100,000
of these, mainly Jewish persons from Poland,
came to Germany in 1946 and 1947.

The United States Army initially had  the
full responsibility for the half million people
in its area, and cared for them with the aid of United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation
Administration personnel. At present, the International Refugee Organization has
assumed the major portion of the efforr to feed, clothe, and find homes for them.
The 1. R. O. is operating on a shoestring budget which comes mainly from the pockets
of United States taxpayers, as do-the appripriations for the Army.

What Is To Become Of Them?

A vital question is constantly before us: "What is o become of these people?”
Four alternarive courses of action have: been considered.

The first alternative; repatriation, would ac this point have to be by force. The fear
of the displaced persons of the new Red regimes now dominating their homelands is so
great that they would have to be rounded up by the Unirted States Constabulary or
German police and forced into repatriation trains wich gun and bayonet.

The second alternative, to turn the D. |P.s out to become Germans, would only make
more burdensome our task in the occupation of Germany. The mutual ingrained
antagonisms would be a perpetual source of conflict. From an economic standpoint, to
close the camps and add nearly a half-million non-Germans to our devastated areas,
already crowded with surplus Germans, would offer no real relief to the problem.

The third alternative, to continue to maintain these displaced persons indefinitely
in the assembly centers, obviously is no solution. It merely perpetuates a heavy drain
on the American taxpayers and keeps these victims of the totalitarian states in a stagnant
environment, with no hope for the future,

A fourth alternative is to secure the resetdement of the displaced persons in free
countries where they can strike new roots and build new productive lives for themselves
and their children. It seems clear that this is the course to pursue in order to achieve
final liquidation of the problem.

Nearly thirty countries began accepting displaced persons before our Congress
passed the DP. Act of 1948. Great Britain has taken over 80,000 D.P.s from the
occupied areas. Belgium, Canada and Venezuela have each accepred 30,000. Reports from
representatives of these countries indicate that the new immigrants have become adjusted,



assimilated, and producing members of the communities in an amazingly short time.
These same representatives ar our headquarters in Heidelberg have frequently voiced
their surprise at the long delay of the Unirted States in starting a positive program for
the immigration of displaced persons.

Qur country had admitted only a handful of D. P.s a year under laws promulgated
in 1924 untl the 1948 act was passed. With the current movement to broaden and
accelerate the D. P. immigration program the United States stands to alleviate the
ﬁmncidburdmofD.P.ampmainmmeamdgajnthmmmdsofwmd:whikddms
in American communities. Fortunately, although other countries began resertlement
activities before we did, the great quantity of fine potential immigrants has hardly been
tO’thhed.

Since my return to Europe in early 1946 1 have been continually surprised at the
resiliency of the displaced persons. Many of the same captives and forced laborers of the
Nazis, whom I had seen while an O. 8. S. agent and prisoner of war in Germany in 1943
a.nd 1944, are still living abnormal camp-type' lives as D. Ps. Their ability to make the
best of the situation by studying, working and striving to improve themselves is amazing,

D.P.s Hate Totalitarianism

In response to their éﬂmfummwak,mdwmctheexpenseof
Army and L. R. O. pmma&&nmmmuof:hem&ymhasmm
over to the displaced persons themselyes. The center director, acting for 1. R. O., may be
an ex-cabinet minister of the former Lithuanian Republic, or a farmer from the Ukraine.
He is assisted in his duties by a council or comnmittee of D. P. representatives who have
been elected in much the same manner as officials are chosen in a small town in this
country.

The desires of displaced persons to use “Western-style” democratic procedures is
asdyundctsmodwhenomm&ﬂrimhau’zofmmhmmmnhodsmd
“isms.” If I were asked to point out the comimunity which I considered the least sus-
ceptible to, and the most thoroughly indoctrinared against Nazism, fascism, and Com-
munism, I would not take you to the isolated '*100 per cent American” small town in the
Middle West. I would take you to a D. P. Geater in our zone of Germany. The vast
tm!OﬂtyOfthc of the Unirted States definitely dislike these “isms,” but have not

& great deal of intimare contact with them. Thc D. P. who describes his being
rounded up at night, torn from his family; and brought to Germany to labor; or the
DPwhoshawsyouthcmooedmmﬂmcampnumbcronhzsmuccnamly
actively indoctrinated against any form of Nazism or fascism.

The displaced persons are deeply religious people. In every center they have built
or reconstructed churches with their own hands, where each group worships under its

indigenous religious leaders.

Every center has its own grade school and high school. In our zone over 60,000
children atrend these schools taught by D. P. instructors. In addition to the usual basic
courses one or two other languages, nearly alvays including English, are raught.

Themnmanmoflawwdmderb;mhmthcmunblyccmenmhand!edbydu
placed persons police who are selected by I. R. O. and trained by United States Army
The incidence of law violations among the D. P.s is approximately the same
as that of the Germans, and considerably less than thar of the big cities.

The over-all health condition of the displaced persons is much berter than that of
the Germans. No serious outbreak of any disease has occurred from the beginning of
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the D.P. operations, probably as a result of
using the same immunization procedures that
are used in the United States Army. The hos-
pitals are operated by D. P.s themselves, as
there is an abundance of well trained physicians
and surgeons among all groups of the refugees.
We have also found excellent nurses among
the D. P. women, and others have been trained.
to hospital service in vocational schools in the
occupied areas. Regular checks are made o the
health of each member of the center population.
The center doctor may point with pride to the
fact thur the incidence of venereal disease is
negligible among his patients; a condition
which is ousstanding in war-torn Europe A
contributing factor may be found in the devo-
tion of D. Ps in general to a family life. The
birth arid death rates of D.P.s are comparable to
those in the United States. The young children are the healthiest that I have seen
anywherre.

D.P.s Are Working People

Legislation that will broaden the scope of the Displaced Persons Act of 1948 is now
pending in both houses of Congress. The ptoposals are designed to increase from 205,000
t0 400,000 the number of D. Ps 1o be adinitted, o remove clauses favoring one group
over another, to eliminate some Of the reyd tape that has been tying the hands of the
D. P. Commission, and  speed the solution of an over-all problem involving a toral
of 800,000 displaced persons in occupied Europe.

In discussions of the proposals, two questions are frequently asked:

1. “"What kind of workers are these¢ people and what can they contribute to my
community?” .

2. "How can I sponsor a displaced person to'come and work for me?”

The answer to the second question is simple. People who have a job to offer a D. P.
can instigate action by writing to the Displaced Persons Commission, Washingron 25,
D. C,, requesting copies of the sponsorship assurance forms and complete instrucrions.

As to the first question, the displaced persons in general are working and thinking
people. ‘The Nazis selecred for deportation ro Germany primarily young people qualified
for labor. One finds relatively few old or physically handicapped people in our centers.
Today they are working industriously in the operation of centers under the International
Refugee Organization, in outside employment with Army units, and in the local economy
when they can find work in shattered Germany. The latter is extremely difficult, partly
because of occasional discrimination agsinst D. P.s by German labor offices, and partly
because D. Pss are, in the main, quartered in former German army camps which are far
removed from work projects. Despite thes: handicaps, and several others, the majority

+ of employables residing in D. P. assembly centers are at work or learning new trades.

The vocational skills available among displaced persons are impressive. Recently an
occupational survey was made by the I. R. O. of about 330,000 D. P.s in the Western
occupiec] areas. The survey reveals that over 60 per cent of the employable men are
skilled workers and persons experienced in agriculrure.



Skilled male workers are found in approximately sixty occupations, varying from
airplane mechanic to woodworker. In the United States and British zones of Gerrnany
alone, there are thousands of men skilled as tailors, shoemakers or saddlers, locksmiiths,
ca:pcn:crs, auto and truck mechanics, burchiers, electricians, bakers, and woodworkers.

Although considerably fewer than those listed above, there are also significant numbers
of tool makers, machinists, structural steel workers, plumbers, and masons.

The second large group in which many male D. P are classified is that of agricul-
ture, fishery, forestry, and kindred occupations. Most of the men included in this classifi-
cation are farmers, but there are also a few reported as experienced in fishery, forestry,
and related work.

The third broad classification of skills, jin which approximately 10 per cent of the
men are found, zsd:eproimona],mproﬁmwmlaﬁ group. This group-
ing includes profcssnzs. engineers, musicians, clergymen, lawyers, agronomists, physicians
and surgeons, entertainers, architects and chesnists.

The D. P. mm&suﬁbumdmmng.ﬁempmmlmd above more uni-
formly than the men, although there are relatively large ions of agricultural,
domestic and professional workers among them. Thousands of teachers and nurses are
found in the professional group. There are ilso thousands of women highly skilled as
SeAmSIresses.

Vocati 'ml'l‘m 5 ‘m'ng.
Predominant vocations the D. P.!i vary to their country of citizen-
ship or ethnic origin. Tthols,a ple, are more likely to be agricultural workers

mdkshkelymbeprofeslamlsmmpmmm?mps. The Ukrainians are also
mostly agriculrural workers. A high percentagie of the refugees from Baltic countries are
experienced in the professions, clerical wotk, and skilled trades, The Jews have an
average proportion of professionals and 2 high proportion of skilled workers.

During the few months 1. R. O. personnel in the United States zone of
Germany have be:ﬂcondumng an extensive testing program. Regional commissions,
composed of outstanding D. P. craftsmen of various nationalities, examined workers in
ten major occupational fields, The workers were then classed as master craftsmen, first- -
class workers, second-class workers, apprentices, laborers, or helpers. Generally persons
in the first three groups can perform all the cluties of the occupation tested.

Thousands of D. Ps are constantly augienting their potential as breadwinners in
the sixty vocational training schools in the United States zone of Germany. The L. R. O.
school at Schweinfurt is 2 good example of the means afforded the D. Ps to acquire
skills for future use in communities in which they may resettle. This school has a
capacity of 550 students, plus ninety-four instructors and administrative personnel. ‘The
curriculum includes courses for carpenters, electricians, locksmiths, bricklayer ers, auto
mechanics, shoe repairmen and seamstresses. In addition to seven hours of daily voca-
tional training, each student is required to take an hour of English. Spanish is also part
ofrhecurnculum,but:snotmandatory The administrative personnel, as well as the
students, are trying to approximate as nearly as possible United States standards in their
vocational courses and their daily living conditions, so the D. P.s will be able to acapt
themselves more readily to their anticipated ffuture environments.

Many of the vocational schools are sponsored by a voluntary agency, the Organiza-
tion for Rehabilitation Through Training. For example, at an assembly center at Pock-

ing, a former airplane hangar has been partitioned into work shops and equi by
0. R.T.Whﬂcgi.rlsmbcinginsmedgnxpenenced D. P. seamstresses in o&ngom,



young men are learning to operate machinists’ lathes in an adjacent classroom. Some of
the other trades offered are try, bricklaying, steam fitting, auto mechanics and
radio repair. One of the outstanding projects in progress at the school today is the con-

i szﬂs of a complete, two-story brick house. Although
not quite as large as a full-scale building, the project presents all the usual building
problems and provides a wealth of experience. The house is being erected under the
shelter of the hangar so that work may continue despite inclement weather.

More than 16,000 displaced persons in the United Scates zone of Germany are
employed directly by the Army in mm! labor service companies, and are performing
extremely valuable service in work ly done by United States troops.

Of the thirry-six technical labor organizations, sixteen are engaged in highly skilled
construction work. The Frankfure military post, for example, has turned over the com-
plete maintenance and supply of approximately 6,000 vehicles to a company of 186
employs 150 Baltic D. Ps in a complete engineer depot unit. Seven companies, totaling
2,100 D. P, are doing an excellent round-the-clock job of loading planes for the Berlin
air lift ar the Rhine-Main and Wiesbaden airports. Another six companies recently pre-
pared a large hmsmgpnﬁnm Frankfure for the employees, who moved there to serve
at bipartite headquarters from former locations in Berlin and the British zone.

D.P.s Will Make Excellent Citizens

In addition to regular employment wiith I. R. O, the occupying forces, and in the
German economy, displaced persons are busy with the home manufacrure of items to
make more livable their drab environmeni. They make their own pots and pans from
old biscuit tins and powdered-milk cans; they make fumnitire from old crates; they make
children’s toys from the unfinished stocks of German army rifles. The women are kept
busy mending and supplementing their mesiger supply of clothing. I recall one Ukrainian
center in which seventy women were congr d in one large room knitting gloves and
mufflers which were distributed not only to inhabitants of the camp but to others in the
vicinity. There are several such self-aid work projects in the zone, although they are
greatly handicapped by the lack of raw marerial. Many ‘centers have their own meral
shops where displaced persons are busy working at a forge and anvil, pounding out the
tools, bolts, locks and other metal equipment needed in the camp and neighboring camps.

In nearly every center the inhabitants have assisted in the reconstruction of war-
damaged buildings, have planted gardens of vegetables to supplement their diet and have
made flower gardens bordered by whitewashed stones to beautify the i
‘When one visits the rooms of the displaced persons themselves, one finds today in addi-
tion to the bare minimum equipment furnished them, samples of the work of their
hands and imagination, such as rugs, rapestries and drapes woven from worn-out stock-
ings and ocher salvaged articles of clothing. :

To summarize, the average displaced person is physically fir, a person who longs to
have and to participate in political and religious freedom, is a person who abides by
the rules of the community and who has skills, ingenuity and strength which he wants
to put to use in a new, permanent home.

*Action to accelerate the immigration of such people to the Unired States will not
only help solve the complex, costly and human problem of our occupational forces in
Europe, but will also add valuable workers und excellent future citizens to the American
communities.

Copyright, 1949, New York Herald Tribune Inc., Reprinted with permission.
LR.O. Photos by Arthur Zegart G o0



WHAT YOU CAN DO

In January of this year, Senators Mc(Grath and Neely and Congressman Celler
introduced companion bills to amend the discriminatory and unworkable fearures of the
D.P. Act of 1948. Listed below are the major changes proposed by the pending legislation:

The D.P. Act

of 1948 —

1.—defines a displaced person i
the Westtr: Zones on or mmZ?
1945, cutting off paolitical refugees from

controlled countries and the majority the

jgerSh refugees who fled into the umps dnunx
1

2. —awards 40% of visas o displaced persons
from the Baltic countries, reduc-
ing immigration opportunities for other groups..

3—¢wnrds 30% of visas to displaced
previously engaged in agriculture, t:nm
exdudethosemthotbampmlh& '

4.—subtracts visas issued to WJ@:
from the future immigration m
countries of origin up w 50% each
eliminating half the (
of some countries for over 100 years.

S-reqnmduphadpcmnswhmwbs-ad

homes waiting for them, sight unseen

30001mlessny mhehddford:mnmﬂ
their arrival moaths later.

6.—vermirs the entry of only 205,000 dis-
placed persons during a two-year period.

‘l“ﬂ_‘.'

The McGrath-Neely Bill in the Senate
(S. 311), paralleled by the Celler Bill in
the House (H.R. 1344)—

—advances the cut-off date from December 22,
1945 w April 21, 1947.

-—mhsnmmndmseptdﬁblmdmmm

for or against any person because of
religion

otmalmﬁn.
—bmdm&emmﬂhse

prefere: not lw i
-dm:m' different skills.

percenmage, to about

—climinares these m provisions, thus
permirting displaced persons to enter the United
Smates on an emergency basis outside the regular
quotas.

—substitutes for this unworkable clause a spon-
sor'’s guarantee thar the displaced person will
not become a public charge (sumhx o the
regular immigration requirements).

—increases this number to 400,000, o be ad-
mited over a four-year period.

Join us in support of S. 311 and H.R. 1344:
e Write your Senators and Representative

e Send us your contribution today

o ——— i —— |

MRr. EArRL G. HARRISON, Chairman

Crrizéns COMMITTEE ON DISPLACED PERSONS

39 East 36th Street, New York 16, N. Y.

I am enclosing my check for .

—to help make possible a final campaiign

to secure non-discriminatory displaced persons legislation.

Name 5
(Please print)

Address

Ciry Zone____Sure

Please make checks payable to Citizeris Committee on Displaced Persons.
Contributions not deductible from taxable income,



B Dron. WELKEND

‘9%%p370a¢,xﬂaxwd&02§¢—_

the bench to his dealings with the zones' Jewish displaced persons.

Realistie Optimi
BY ROBERT R. RODGERS

As a special unpaid adviser on Jewish affairs in the U. S.
zones of Germany, Austria, Judge Louis E. Levinthal daily

listens to the complaints, tears and sorrows of Jewish DPs

41 OME people call me o Pollyanna,”
Judge Louis E. Levinthal says.
“Maybe it's true. Pve always

been on the opltimistic side.” But in
spite of his optimism, if Levinthal saw
no hope of an evenlual solution 1o the
Jewish problem, he would. in his own
words, "call it quits.” He says that
uniess he had faith the world would
someday end its violent prejudices, life
itself would be worthless. At the same
time he faces each day and its new
problems with the matter-of-fact re-
alism of a mathematician.

Thiz optimism and conviclion that
jusiice and humanitarianism will even-
tually replace the strife of
sustains Levinthal through his duties as
special adviser on Jewish affairs 10
General Lucius D. Clay in Germany
snd Lieutenant General Geoffrey Keyes
in Austria. Counselor to the remnanis
of Europe's six million Jews, ne daily
fooks misery in the eye and prays to
his God thar the world will forget ils
fear of color and creed. Listening to
complainte, tears and sorrow are the
business of this dapper, slight, grey-
hesired man who constantly, seven days
a weol, hears iales of horror and frus-
tration across his desk in the former
Farben building. A lesser man, con-
frented with the multiple woes of
Jewish DPs and a maligned minority,
would become hopelessiy despondent.

When Jews in the U. S, Zone of Ger-
many and Austria are worried or in-
censed, which is often, since anti-
Semitism did nol die with the third
reich, they turn to Levinthal for help.
Six telephones in his Frankfurt office

bring him troubles from Passau, Dachau,
Zeilshel

€ m or one of the other camps
housing a quarter of a million Jews in

WEEKEND, DECEMBER §, 187

his area.-He counsels the exciled callers

hmo [t -
for his work. When bhe returns to the
bench in the Court of Common Pleas in

Philadelphia around the end of the year,

his six-month assignment in the EC
will have cost him nearly three thousand
dollars out of his own pockel. This ex-
pense, which he bears cheerfully, trust-
ing that his volunicer aid has helped
the Jews here, has included frips to
Geneva and Paris for discussions with
the International Refugee Organization,
a visit to Prague to check on rumors
that another " exodus of Jews from
Poland was about 1o get under way, All
but the mest routine travel within
Germany and Austria Levinthal has
paid for himself. He is no burden on
the {axpayers.

Criticism against the good-natured
adviser, who often works on corre-
spondence and reports in his home at
Bad Homburg until three A. M., Is hard
to unearth. His friends are legion. The
wrist-branded, DP dnughter of the
murdered Rabbi of Kielce is as wel-
come.at his dinner table as a visiting
senator. The only grumbling against
Levinthals pesition is the back-handed
comment of persons who wonder why
there is no adviser on Cathelic, Protes-
tan!, Polish or Ukrainian affairs The
answer is that this largest minorily was
the object of Nazi persecution and, as
such, won the svmpathy of the world
when their story became known.

American’ rabbls who has led_ the
Jewish community in Philadelphia since

weg

‘trial eourt in the

lgas, the highest
sﬁf"h 1937, he had already been a
member of the county board of Jaw
| examiners for more than twenty years.
A staunch Democrat, he also had be-
come a national leader among the five
tmillion Jews in the United States.
RtAAls mn!_?nn. confent with the
aﬁqm “Is a handsome, public-
spiril L , an avid interest in
welfare work. Grateful for a respite
- g@'m her work as chairman of the
Nomen's Division of the Allied Jewish
Appeal of Philadelphia, the Jewish wel-
fare organization in that city, she had
no sooner arrived in Germany than she
found her Bad Homburg house 'filling
up with packages from generous friends
in the States, sent for her to distribute
to DPs. Her sympathetic letters to
friends about the homeless, whom she
had scen on camp visits with her hus-
band, led to the unexpected response.
New shoes, swealers, panlts, dresses and
stockings, arriving by ordinary posi.
made it necessary for the Frankfurt
APO 1o assign & special truck to deliver
the parcels and boxes 1o her horme. She
receives many  letlers, too, including
those from the grown Levinthal son,
who ‘iz twenty-four, and & married
daughter who has presented her and
the judge with two grandchildren.
Appointment of the jurist to the
posifion of adviser here by the then
Secretary of War Robert P.-Patterson
climaxed & busy decade. Besides being
a board member of the Community
Fund and American Red Cross in Phila-
delphia, he was president of the Zionist
Organizafion of America from 1941
through 1943, His active participation in
Jewish affairs during these last ften
years resulted in his nomination by
Patierson being unanimously endorsed
by the American Jewish Conference,
representing sixty-four national organi-
zations and 350 Jewish communities in
the U.S., the American Jewish Com-
miftee, the World Jewish Congress, the
American section of the Jewish Agency
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~ —the story of the last remnants of ti

JMWMMMNW
from tragedy to tragedy, outcast and for-
gotten.

o.nnnm- A mountain of a man, ‘with a
three-day beard and a terrible calm in his
eyes and voice, ho was helping the officials
mthob?sotw-ndncm

Wﬁmm&ﬁmﬁqwnﬁm
ting barracks, which are soon to become
s “boys' town” for German youth, over
the noise of trucks and children, hung the
same terrible calm—and dread.

The DP’s milled before the temporary
wooden platform near the Jewish Welfare
mmmmamm

the platform as an official called the DP's

forward—the Abrahams, the Bezalas, the .

TR e e
Sudwnhﬂ.sh-n.w&-wn
the dual capascity of reporter and

hhlmﬂ%-&mmm

14

will it take?" “Will we meet again?"

‘We still had time. , For Schwartzberg
mmmmmxthemnrgm-
self had established over two years ago,

To follow the story of how Schwarlz-

. berg got to nowhere, one must begin with

the year 1941 and Vilna, where he lived

with his wife, Rebecea, and his 5-year-old

son, Jacob.
That year, the Gestapo killed his father,
sister and brother, killed every member of

his wife’s family, and took the surviving

to Vilna ghetto. There
were 60,000 Jews in the ghetto—just one

of many areas marked for death by the

Mhummm 'nlme
mmm.knam
in preparation for death by

mmmu
g to yellow and white cards,

E

i

ﬁ
'Se

5

LM.MMM&MmJWo
ish population of 7,500,000.

“Nobody,” reflects Schwartzberg, “will
believe that we have suffered so much.”

There were only ninety chiidren left in
~ Vilna ghetto when the Nazis ordered a
special killing of children. Schwartzberg
clawed out the wood and bricks under the
window of his room, deep enough to hold
a child's body, clothed Jacob fully as pro-
tection against the weather, and put him
inside the hole. Sixty children were killed
in the pogrom. For four months, Jacob
lived and ate in his hide-out, coming out
late at night to stretch and play. As Jacob

.mumu*nmmuat:

first and cried, but after I understood
what it was for, I stayed quiet and didn’t
mind." | :

In 1944, the Nazis decided to liquidate

‘the entire camp. ordering all Jews forward
for killing or cremation. With thirty oth-
nmmwwuemp

sands of the DP’s (Contisusd on Page 62)

THE NEW YORK TIME
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Reprinted from the

COMMENTARY
January 1947

WHY THE DP’S CAN'T WAIT
Proposing an International Plan of Rescue
LEO SROLE

LLIED troops sweeping across Ger-
many early in 1945 reacted to Da-
chau, Bergen-Belsen, Buchenwald,
Auschwitz, with incredulity, revulsion, and
Fury, “There are no words in the English
language to describe Dachau,” is the open-
ing sentence of an official United States
Army report. ‘The solicitude the Army
forced upon the emaciated men they found
there, Jews in large part, sprang from
deep compassion f:il the victims of a crime
enormous beyond all precedent. _
Until then, the drama of rescue had fol-
lowed the lines of the simplest movie plot.
But the drama did not end there. The rescue

Tau situation of the DP’s in the German camps
is here reported with full documentation for
first time. We are given the _ to see
the true picture through the trained eyes of
a distinguished American sociologist, who as
UNRRA Welfare Director of the Landsberg
camps for more than a year had unexcelled
opportunity for intimate first-hand observation.
Wmil the DP state of mind and morale?
How do they live? How are they treated?
What solution does the world have for their
problems? Lro Snovg, who endeavors to answer
these questions, is co-author with W. Lloyd
Warner of The Social Systems of American
Ethnie Groups, published in 1945 as the third
volume of the Yankee City Series. Dr. Srole
went to his post at Landsberg following his war
service ns psychologist in an Army Air Force
convalescent hospital. To the observation of
this new social microcosm, so different from the
small town in Massachusetts that was Yankee
City, he brought the same sociological objec-
tivity and psychological insight that made his
ous work so authoritative. Dr. Srole was
in Chicago in 1908, received his under-
graduate training at Harvard and eamed his
doctorate at the University of Chicago. He

ﬁag’uofwdologymdmd:mpdogynﬂ
absence.

and at present is on leave

e is the author of a report on the

psychological states and needs of Jewish con-

centration camp survivors, prepared for the
Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry.

13

was a respite only, It was followed by a
change from one camp to another, in which
the “liberated” victim, today, twenty months
later, is still captive and still in jeopardy.
There was a change also in the hero. In-
credibly, the solicitous rescuer has become
the camp-keeper, cold and unfriendly. The
happy ending has been reconverted into
mﬁy. The victims still await final rescue.

ose who have stood opposed to their
rescue—figures like Lieutenant General Sir
Frederick Morgan and isolated United States
Amy officers who have recently echoed him
through the instrument of Mr. George
Meader—have helped postpone the freeing
of the displaced, stateless Jews by denying
their needs, discrediting their motives, and
attacking their character.

Nor have the spokesmen of American
Jewry, or liberals generally, been always
correct in their facts or statements. Creature
conditions in the DP camps are sub-stand-
ard, but are by no means at a level warrant-
ing statements that the present camps are
“just as bad” as the Nazi concentration
camps. And the-attempt merely to arouse
pity for people who are far from sitting on
their hands, or waiting passively for their
second liberation, is grossly inappropriate to
their problem,

The displaced Jews have an almost ob-
sessive will to live normally ‘again, to re-
claim their full rights as free men. Their
energies and talents have been dramatically
exhibited in the vigorous communities they
have created in the camps, despite scant
material resources and highly abnormal en-
vironmental conditions. This achievement
in reconstruction reduces to absurdity the
efforts made to stigmatize the Jewish sur
vivors. It deserves the world’s admiration.
More important, it calls for the determina-
tion that such character and courage shall
no longer be denied Fulfillment. Since the
story of the achievement of the displaced
persons is not generally known, even in in-
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formed American circles, 1 propose to tell
ithmoutofmyymsexpmmshu
ing the day-by-day life of one of the largest
nndurliut}cwishDPmps,lha!at[ands-
berg, in the American zone of Germany.

SSENTIAL as prologue to the story is a
E brief backgmund placing the Jews with-

in the displaced persons situation as a whole.

Of 8,000,000 uprooted Allied nationals in
Germany and Austria at the end of the war,
approximately 1,000,000 remain today where
they were found. Why don't they “go back
where they came from'?

Roughly 75 per cent of them are Balts,
Poles, Yugoshm, and Ukrainians, Some
were collaborationists, mercenaries who vol-
unteered more or less ‘to help build
the Nazi war machine, and these mli!ﬂmﬂy
e e G i
A co y n

opportunities for work in Germany to save
themulm or their families from starvation;
too, fear at Iwme—wlmim

cnllyor

The largest group were thve laborers
brought forcibly into the Reich. While they
hwmmﬁblem»ﬂgl‘ﬁzmb
mmtintheirhnmahnds,dzh nmr
rqimu that are aligned

Themliningzspcrmtm]mmlh
a quite different war and postwar history.
They Ffall into three groups, The first are
the accidental survivors of the concentration
camps, which differed from the extermina-
tion camps only in that their victims were
starved, torturei and worked to death slowly
instead of being summarily executed in
mass. Almost all who were nationals of the
Western countries, and of Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, and Rumania, accepted repatria-
tion. But those from the Baltic States and
Poland had suffered as much from their
compatriots as from the Nazis, and their
faces were tumed predominantly to Pales-
tine. Nevertheless, most of these did return
briefly to their former homes in the desperate
and generally Futile hope of finding their

kin and recovering th
There they mcounnmaj the second, and

smallest, category of Jewish survivors, those
who had contrived to escape the ghettos by
hiding in the forests or on the “Aryan” side
of the ghetto walls,

"}eﬁu: Kielee July, they fled i
: e in July,
R, "

{
The "Katsetler” (concentration camp)
Jews quickly returned to the DP camps to

‘which they had been moved directly after

V-E day. Soon after, under the rising tide
of terrorism in Poland, there followed the
“forest” Jews in a stream that jammed the
Jewish camps by early winter (1945-1946).
The third group of Jews were those evac-
vated in family units by the Russians from
Poland in 1941, principally to Siberia, In
the spring of 1946, approximately 150,000
accepted the Russian offer of repatriation,
and were resettled largely in the new Polish
province of Silesia (now cleared of its Ger-
man population). From the first, sporadic
attacks had indicated that, despite the osten-
swhﬁwd will of the Polish government, the
position in Poland was untenable.
began to trickle westward, and

panic
In ting them without restriction, de-
spite ma that existing facilities were in-
‘and many complex problems were
olved, Generals McNamey and Clark
intained the best American traditions of

iving refuge to the persecuted and the

In all, 275,000 Jews are homeless and
~suspended for almost two years
now in an exodus that can move neither for-
ward nor back, waiting for the moment the
barriers will be lifted. Approximately
155,000 are in the American zone of Cer
many, and 25,000 in the British zone. Some
40,000 are in Austria, almost excluswely in
the American zone, and 25,000 in Italy, In
addition, there are an estimated 30,000 ]ew
ish refugees, on temporary visas only, in
France, Sweden, Switzerland, and the Low
Countries,

This is a predominantly male and over-
whelmingly young adult population. Age
and sex statistics, based upon a Jomt Distri-
bution Committee census taken in Bavaria
early in 1946, mutely reveal the lines of
Nazi extermination policies. The sex ratio
is two male survivors to one female. Only 8
per cent are under the age of seventeen,
only 11 per cent are over forty. That is, 81
per cent are between the years of seventeen
and thirty-nine.

The census is not revealing as to economic
status and oc?:ﬂtional background. Never-
theless, 1 sh judge that about s per

.

E&
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cent of the adults are upper-middle class
in origin, i.e,, business executives and pro-
fessionals; 20 per cent upperlower class,
ie, heavy workers; and approximately 75
per cent lowermiddle class, principally
skilled craftsmen, small shopkeepers, and
merchants.

ANDSBERG is a picturesque town, un-
L scarred by the war, set in beautiful roll-
ing country on the approaches to the Bava-
rian Alps. It has a placid air about it, which
seems to be confirmed by its population of
14,000 solid, conservative, respectable
burghers. But a closer glance brings into
focus its meaning as a symbol of the whole
recent history of Germany. Here, in a small
but comfortable attendant’s” room in the
town prison, Hitler wrote Mein Kampf. The
townspeople converted the room into a na-
tional shrine,

Here, within sight of Landsberg, are the
remains of a network of concentration

Landsberg, under the eyes of the burghers,
the weary prisoners were often marched. On
the town's outskirts are numerous mass
graves of Jews. And in Landsberg proper
are cavalry barracks built for the First World
War, It is this military camp that received
the Jewish survivors of Dachau in May
1945, and still houses them and their refugee
brethren, 5,500 in all.

The Landsberg Jewish Center, as it is
officially called, is characteristic in many re-
spects of the older Jewish DP camps, par
ticularly in the American zone of Germany.

The visitor arriving in town sees Jewish
faces here and there on the streets. At the
camp entrance, he sees residents coming and
going without interruption. The barbed-
wire enclosures he may have expected are
nowhere in sight, and he learns that dis-
placed persons are allowed unrestricted
movement within the American zone. On
the other hand, the visitor, whether Ameri-
can or German, finds that he cannot enter
the camp t on official business, a matter
checked at the entrance by a Jewish police-
man in a smart uniform with a Star of David
on his cap.

At the entrance is a waist-high red-brick
wall, obviously new, flanked by two pylons.

Set into one pylon is a memorial tablet to the
6,000,000 Jewish dead, civilian and military.
In the other is a tablet expressing Jewish
aspirations tor the future. Crowning the
pylons are statues of the Jew of the exile,
bent by the Torah scrolls on his back, and
of the halutz (pioneer), ramrod-straight,
with a shovel at his shoulder.

The visitor enters the camp and walks
through the cleanly swept streets. Men are
moving about—many with a look of purpose,
obviously about wark. On a huge sport hield
set with goal posts, a group of boys is noisily
playing soccer. In a little tree-shaded park,
young women sit with infants in their arms.

As the visitor moves about, he notes the
many garages and stables, some functioning
as intended, others used as official ware
houses, clubrooms, workshops, and even
classrooms, | , solid, stone build-
ings, streaked with green and buff camou-
bear signs in Yiddish and English:

erzl House,” “Weizmann House,” “Roose-
velt House,”" “Baltour House,” etc, These are
the living quarters. Escorted by the “House
Elder," a . Jewish worker responsible for
maintenance, sanitation, and distribution of
hirewood in each house, the visitor looks into
the rooms. Most are very large, and he re-
members that these buildings were designed
as barracks. The single beds are built of
new, but unpainted, slats. Bumpy, straw-
blled burlap sacks serve as mattresses, and
are covered by United States Army blankets.
The visitor is taken aback by the number of
beds in each room, and he is told that Army
regulation allocates 36 square feet per indi-
vidual, a standard he knows may be ade-
quate for troop dormitories, but not for
tamily living-quarters. In a room of about
450 square feet, he counts 16 beds instead
of the 12 required by regulation, The House
Elder explains that with some doubling up
in the beds, there are actually 20 occupants
in the room, and adds that although the
camp is badly overcrowded, it was at one
time last winter considerably worse, The
impossibility of privacy is emphasized by the
pathetic attempts of neighboring couples to
place their high wooden clothes-lockers in
such a way that, with a blanket strung on
a rope, each has a tiny cubicle shut off from
the eyes, at least, of the others. Into this
recess is generally squeezed a small table
and a few chairs for entertaining friends.
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Chatting with occupants, the visitor is
told that such overcrowding is a constant
irritation, depriving one not only of privacy,
but of self- t as well. “A man," says
one, “cannot always live in a crowd. In the
concentration camp we also lived . . . and
died . . . in a crowd.” The overcrowding
is to some extent voluntary, built up over
the months by the arrival of long-separated
kin, friends, and landsleit. With what may
be called the “psychology of the lifeboat,”
refugee-newcomers are often accepted and
squeezed in somehow, despite orders to the
contrary.

Such overcrowding would be accepted as
the inescapable condition of a people in
flight except for one factor vehemently
stressed by every occupant: “We don't mind
overcrowding itself, But while we are crowd-
ed into barracks, twenty or thirty to a room,
the Germans and even Nazi pa
in town are living in their own homes. Why
can't we be the houses in town
until we leave, and have the Germans live in
this camp they built for their own sons?”
It was the same thought that led one Jewish
leader to say: "It is better today to be a
il cooking belng Iipostie. i Hes

Family coo 8 le in bar
racks rooms, food is served in three large
mess-halls, one of which is kosher. Emphatic
comments are made about the quantity of
food, which is calorically the minimum nec-
essary for bodily activity, but is both physical-
ly and psychologically inadequate for people
with a history of long starvation.

The strongest language is reserved for the
deadly monotony of the diet, which has de-
teriorated steadily for the past year, until
now all fresh foods—meat, milk, vegetables,
and fruit—have been supplanted by a starchy
diet of bread, potatoes, ersatz coffee, lentils,
dehydrated vegetables, and a few shreds of
Spam. The deficiencies in vitamins and in
such essentinl elements as proteins, carbo-
hydrates, and fats make for a grossly un-
balanced diet, y for growing, seri-
ously stunted ren and adolescents.

It is pointed out, further, that while the
Germans officially get somewhat less food,
the rich agricultural neighborhood insures
that “unofficial” food sources are available to
them. And even the official German ration
provides a variety of fresh foods. Certainly,
to the eye of the observer in the Bavarian

area, the Germans still give the appearance
of being the best fed people in Europe.

And there is another factor, “This is the
bitter bread of charity,” one Jew said.
“When will I again be able to buy my own
bread and say to myself, ‘[ am a man again
like all men. I am free—] earn my own
bread” We want nothing from the Ameri-
can government, or from the American Jews,
generous as they have tried to be. Like you
Americans, we want to help ourselves. This
feeding makes us feel like prisoners and
slaves.”

It is apparent that the conditions of camp
existence weigh heavily upon these stranded
Jews. Yet, looked at another way, there is
reassurance in this very fact, for it indicates
how far they are from being reconciled to
the dependent status of wards.

MMEDIATELY after liberation and physical
l- recovery, these Jews began the painful re-
construction of their lives. Destitute of
family in most cases, the first step in the
process was the establishment by each of a
special - patchwork type of kinship group.
Incorporated in it, generally, are the few
surviving distant kin, former landsleit, and,
above all, concentration-camp “brothers.”
These relationships are so close and intense
that they often provide administrative diffi-
culties when overcrowding requires the re-
distribution of a group to other rooms or,
worse, to other camps. These bonds com-
bine characteristics of the strong Jewish
family structure and the “blood-brotherhood”
of the “buddies” relationships among Amer-
ican combat soldiers,

The next major step is the establishment
of the family by marriage, early among the
single peogg relatively late among the
widowed. pite disheartening living con-
ditions, children often follow quickly. Even
for a population predominantly young adult,
the birth rate is extraordinarily high. This
does not reflect lack of knowledge about
birth control. Rather, it can be explained
by two factors: children are needed as pil-
lars of a normal life; and the traditional high
valuation placed upon children among Jews
as a foundation for group survival has been
still further heightened by the slaughter of
&,T an entire generation of Jewish chil-

Perhaps only second in importance to the
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re-establishment of kin and family grmépg_‘i_s
the recovery of productive work-skills. Since
postwar Germany provides no appropriate
economic framework for learning and prac-
ticing occupations, and, even if it did, the
former victims of that economy would have
nothing to do with it, the only alternative
was to create an economic system in each
camp. Despite persistent difficulties, such
systems have slowly been built up. Since
this aspect of Jewish camp life has been the
particular focus of misunderstanding, it is
necessary to clarify it in some detail.

Two facts must first be emphasized. First,
work is voluntary in the Jewish camps—a
humane policy, in view of the number of
ailing and unemployable, Second, material
incentives for work, be somewhat larger
rations of food and amenities (cigarettes,
soap, etc.), are not available. Despite the
fact that there is little difference in the livin
conditions of worker and non-worker, and
ample, over 2,000 regular workers and
young work-trainees in a population of 3,500
males of all ages. !

What do they do? Within the camp
proper, they prepare, cook, and serve meals
10 5,500 people daily. They clean the streets,
load and haul away refuse. They wood
in the forest, haul, store, and distri it
for use in room-stoves. They repair plumb-
ing and wiring, paint rooms, and construct
new communal facilities. They haul supplies
from distant cities, store them and distribute
them, They man the camp's police, fire, and
sanitary-inspection departments. They teach
in the schools, They staff, nurse, and assist
in the camp's out-patient and dental clinics,
and in the model 200-bed hospital that they
themselves set up in an empty barracks
building. They drive and repair the camp's
trucks and ambulances, They operate the
camp post-office and numerous recreational
facilities. They employ their skills in the
camp's system of workshops—repairing fur-
niture, shoes, and clothes, barbering, print-
ing, painting signs, sewing women's house-
dresses and men's caps., Finally, they per-
form clerical and supervisory Functions in
the camp's complex administrative apparatus.

All the services indi e to mainte-
nance of the life, health, order, and welfare
of any normal town are performed exclu-

‘them is

sively by camp residents, not merely because
it is expected of them or out of necessity,
but out of a sense of personal, social respon-
sibility, a moral regard for work, and the
normal drive to develop one’s skills and tal-
ents for a better future. Camp facilities, in
fact, are never sufficiently extensive to ab-
sorb all who desire work. In Landsberg,
there are waiting-lists of those who have
registered for employment of various types,
but for whom there are no suitable places or
equipment. If the machinery and materials
could be secured, hundreds more could be
employed in productive work. Indeed, plans

are now maturing to secure equipment and

raw materials for the establishment of fac-
tories in Jewish camps to employ thousands
craftsmen,

of skilled

How account, then, for the reports that
have created in some quarters the false
stereotype of the displaced Jews as drones?

First of all, a camp economy such as Lands-
B’i is rily the result of protracted
~dogged : and scrounging. A

work program is impossible without

ment and materials, which are as diﬂi:t?l‘:jg
secure in Germany as gold itself. It is not
done in a day or a month.

A mwutine example of the obstacles in-
volved and the efforts necessary to overcome
vided by one Landsberg experi-
ence. The leaders decided that the entrance
to the camp was unsightly and unworthy,
and prepared plans for the handsome me-
morial wall and pylons previously described.
The camp construction department, to which
the plans were given for execution, had no
bricks on hand, nor could any be secured
because of German priority, Therefore, the
brick lean-to's that protected the entrances
to the camp'’s air-raid shelters were carefully
dismantled. But to remove the encrusted
cement from the bricks, a special type of tool
was required. Again, such tools were not at
hand or procurable—German priority. The
camp machine-shop was asked to make them.
But the salvaged metals on hand required,
for this special purpose, forging with coke.
And coke was not to be had. Nevertheless,
after considerable search, the small amount
necessary was procured, the tools were made,
the bricks were prepared, and the memorial
ﬂm built—after months of unflagging
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The steady growth of the Jewish popula-
tion in Germany has necessitated the regu-
lar opening of new camps. New camps,
given the barriers to the acquisition of neces-
sary equipment, have always had a high
proportion of idle hands.

A \rmlnr ressed for time, or perhaps

to prove a thesis, can
Inok imo & new camp briefly, find many
people not at work, and draw the erroneous
conclusion that they will not work. And
even a fair-minded visitor cannot see the full
magnitude of a camp's work activity, given
the wide dispersal of workers within and
without the camp locale. To my knowledge,
there has yet to appear a newspaper or offi-
cial report thatdoe:evenpanuljusﬁceto
the large-scale and m
on ns a routine pat of life in the

Alno contributing to the stereotype of the
displaced Jew iﬂa sensational newspaper
treatment of black marketing in the camps.
There is no denying that such lcﬁmlu
exist. But it is a matter of elementary Fair-
ness to set the phenomenon in proper per-
spective. In the first place, no contrelled,
rationed economy operating under acute
shortages of necessities has ever been free of
clandestine trade, Nor are any elements
now in occupied Germany immune to the
temptations it offers, However, for the sake
of completeness, it should be pointed out
that among all elements so nﬁged, the dis-

Jews, being largely destitute, have
east to contribute to the commodities that
are the traffic of the market. If all the dis-
placed persons in Germany were resettled
tomorrow, the traflic would be diminished in
no important  way.

e Jewish camps, there are those who
are actively and usefully employed, those
who are waiting for work opportunities to
open, those who, for physical reasons, are
unemployable, and those who in varying
degrees are involved in what is known as
“speculation” or “trading.” The last group
requires understanding also. Left destitute
materially, and warped psychologically, they
have not been able to resist the temptation
present on every hand to recover part of the
capital stripped from them by Nazi Ger
many. But it is a testimony to the moral
backbone of the displaced Jewish population
as @ whole that this group remains a small

minority, against whom camp leaders and
workers have waged a persistent campaign.

Saeinglhepictuuintlmlnrge,oi:leamn
io appreciate how all-pervasively spirit
of selt-help and stubborn make-do has bul-
warked camp existence. Without it, the
camps would have disintegrated into an-
archic disorder instead of operating as the
bustling and orderly communities they are.
The working force has made work the warp
and woof of camp community life.

~1o this fabric of communal life in the
Jewish camps have been woven variegated
and vigorous motifs of cultural activity.
Landsberg has a preschool kindergarten,
and a compu]sozy elementary school for

children between six sixteen, It has a
technical high s , with more than 700
.smdm-:enehmgi wofessional training as
: 5, electricians, radio

shoemakers, ceramic technicians,

hﬂcﬂuyeu. :inmith:, chauffeurs and auto
mechanics, dress cutters, seamstresses, mil-
liners, farmers, nurses, and dental mechan-
ics, This school is transforming a whole
generation of unskilled Jewish young people
into skilled craftsmen. lts graduates are tak-
ing places in the camp economy, and have
even become instructors in the technical
schools recently opened in the newer camps,
Landsberg also has an evening adult-edu-
cation program organized as a “People’s Uni-
versity,” with courses in history, literature,
geography, elementary science, Hebrew, and

EnglilE Smdenu number almost 500, Com-

pleting the camp’s educational system is a
yeshiva, with approximately ffty students
preparing for the rabbinate,

Landsberg's Chaim Bialik Library, named
for the great Hebrew poet, occupies what
was formerly the conference room of the
Wehrmacht commandant. With its chande-
lier, high draped windows, huge freplace,
and comfortable furniture “rescued” from a
ruined castle, it is the only really attractive
room in the camp. Gracing its walls are
restful landscapes, and portraits by camp
artists of Bmhk. Sholom Aleichem, and two
more recent figures—Roosevelt and Eisen-
hower. On its shelves are 2,000 books se-
cured largely through JDC's library-service
pmgxm,nndonlmntommpworkm The

brary draws on the average about 1,000
vmm weekly.
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It can be said that Landsberg's educational
program, created originally by the camp resi-
dents themselves, with later assistance
such organizations as JDC, ORT, and UN-
RRA, is the peer of any available in most
ordinary towns of comparable size. Nor can
the scale of the achievement be fully ap-
preciated without knowledge of the prodigies
performed to secure the most elementary
essentials—books, paper, pencils, blackboards,
not to speak of the heavy equipment neces-
sary for the technical school. Another han-
dicap has been the shortage of room space,
which compels the use of garages and ware-
house lofts as classrooms.

In religious life, Landsberg presepts a
picture of schism. The trend toward secu-
larization in religious outlook was already
well advanced among the pre-war youth of
East European Jewry, The Nazi ordeal—
surprisingly or no ars o have re-
inforced that trend. As a result, the com-
munity is sharply split into non-religious
and religious groups., The latter are ex-
treme in their orthodoxy, and are organized
in a congregation of approximately 1,500
people. Though it is a minority, the re-
ligious group, with an alert rabbinical and
lay leadership, is ive in enforcing
general observance of the Sabbath, holidays,
and other religious regulations. The schism
rests, for the most part, on questions of em-
phasis—upon the letter of the Law, upon
ritual or faith, upon divine or folk tradi-
tion, and so on.

onk important than outside Yiddish
M newspapers, which arrive four to five
weeks after publication, are Landsberg's own
camp newspapers, written and printed local-
ly. The Landsberger Lager-Caytung is a
semiweekly newspaper, somewhat larger than
tabloid in size, of sixteen to forty-eight pages.
It carries international, Palestinian, Ameri-
can, local, and DP news, of both general
and specifically Jewish reference. It includes
political commentaries, literary pieces, his-
torical articles on the war period, pictures of
camp life, essays on health and hygiene, and
a page of “seeking kin" items. Except for
a page in Hebrew covering Zionist and Pal-
estinian matters, it is written in Yiddish,
with most pages set in roman type because
of the shortage of Yiddish . Circulation,
reaching most of the ] camps in the

United States zone, is over 15,000, and
would be considerably larger if more paper
were available. Visitors have agreed that in
the quality of its writing and editing, and
the range of its contents, it is the equal of
Yiddish newspapers published in America
and Palestine.

Supplementing the Lager-Caytung is
a journalistic innovation, an outdoor daily
“wall newspaper” called the Landsberger
Szpigel, It consists of two huge bulletin
boards, laid out in the format of an eight-
column newspaper, consisting, in effect, of
four pages. Into the columns are set photo-
graphic exhibits, large cartoons, and type-
written camp news and radio “Hash” bul-
letins,

Completing Landsberg's information serv-
ice is its “radio station,” a public-address

system that twice daily broadcasts music,
international news of Jewish significance
... - ." : :

United Nations debate on the International

Refugee Organization is a matter of common
;l:uwﬁge and general discussion the day

ter.

Landsberg’s recreational facilities include
two indoor cafés and a decorative outdoor
café, where couples dance to the music of
small camp orchestras. An outdoor tea-
garden, under the shelter of trees, has been
arranged for the older folk. Chess and ping-
pong rooms draw many others, The camp
kino, showing principally American flms,
gives two performances nightly to packed
houses. On the rare occasions when a Yid-
dish film is shown, total attendance far ex-
ceeds the camp population, because many
see the film more than once.

Landsberg's strikingly attractive 1,300-seat
theater was converted from a huge, bare
Wehrmacht parade-hall. The balcony and
stage, of standard dimensions, were built
from lumber secured by tearing down a
cavalry stable. The reflectors in the foot-
lights were hammered out of discarded tin
cans, the lighting contrived from German
army equipment, the curtain sewn together
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from old stock and dyed maroon, the pros-
cenium decorated by camp artists. Here the
camp’s drama group stages its periodic pro-
ductions, Here the camp's orchestra and
chorus, as well as visiting artists and musical
ensembles, have given concerts, Here, also,
are held general meetings, lectures, and all-
zone Jewish conventions. The Bet Yichud
(House for All), as it is called, is in the
fullest sense a communal cultural center, in
use almost every night of the week,

The keystone of the camp'’s recreational
framework is its athletics program. In addi-
tion to athletic activities for children on all
school levels, there are first and second adult
teams in soccer, basketball, volley ball, box-
ing, swimming, track, and gymnastics, Cen-
ters for these activities are two sports fields

and an ex-parade-hall gymnasium, All these
teams compete in the Jewish camp leagues
in the zone, and occasionally engage Jewish
teams from the British zone as well as local
focus of intense community spirit and draw
thousands of spectators.

whole complex camp administrative
l system is headed by an executive body
known as the Camp Committee, which is
elected by the vote of all residents over the
age of eighteen and is the prime force in
the community structure, In the :
elections for a camp committee like Lands-
berg's, three principal political parties, all
Zionist in orientation, contest for the places.
On the Right, and least influential, is the
Revisionist party. In the Center is the Unity
party of Social-Democrats, with which. the
religious group is generally leagued. And
on the Left (hut definitely not Communist)
is the Labor or Progressive party. In Lands-
berg, as in most Jewish camps, the committee
has generally been a coalition with the cen-
trist party predominating. Ideological dif-
ferences, which reflect the politics of the
Palestinian community, have generally been
secondary to personalities in determining the
results of an election. Campaigns are always
spirited, with mass meetings, posters,
leaflets, and reach at their close a high pitch
of partisanship. The right to democratic
representation is one that the displaced Jews
accept with pride and seriousness,
Around each of the political parties is
clustered a complex of unofficial associations,

voluntary organizations that have significant
functions in camp social life. The most im-
portant of these are the kibbutzim, pioneer
youth organizations composed largely of or-
phans, and pattermned alter the cooperative
agricultural settlements in Palestine. Each
kibbutz has its own quarters in the camp,
and its own mess, and operates under a
scheduled regimen combining schooling and
ussigned work. The leaders of the kibbutzim
are themselves young people out of the con-
centration camps, who serve, in effect, as
fathers and mothers to groups of children
and adolescents ranging in number from 5o
to 250.

These youngsters have for years been
without parental influence or schooling of
any anTh!? are stunted three to four
years in physical growth, wise beyond their
years, though often illiterate, precocious in
some psychological respects and retarded in
others, cs] in social discipline. The
of the kibbutz group,
1 of its leaders, are slowly
to normal, as perhaps no
of organization could do. (The
t up and re-
ousands of orphaned children
all comers of the Continent, from
mt) homes, monasteries, city streets, and

To facilitate the processes of re-education,
the kibbutzim have adopted boy-scout meth-
ods. Marching, with their distinctive khaki
shorts and white shirts, their Jewish and
kibbutz flags, and their spirited singing, they
are one of the most colorful of camp sights.
And by their discipline, high morality, and
morale, they act as a steadying influence on
the adults,

In Landsberg, there are eight kibbutz
groups with a total membership of approxi-
mately 8oa. Three of these groups are quar-
tered outside the camp on farm installations,
where they are trained in agricultural and
allied crafts for pioneer life in Palestine,

63
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Amu. early in 1946 revealed that

proximately 15 per cent of the IJHI:
berg population listed the United States as
their first choice for a place of resettlement,
with the primary motive, understandably,
reunion with kin. Since that time, there are
indications that the proportion has grown
somewhat, a trend halted only by the dis-
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couraging fact that President Truman’s di-
rective to facilitate DP immigration to the
United States is plainly not being imple-
mented.

In the same poll, approximately 8o per
cent declared Palestine as their resettlement
choice. Those in this group had during their
final weeks in the concentration camps
nursed dreams of migration to Palestine
immediately after liberation. Detention in
Germany—in camps, again—was their first
blow, President Truman’s statement in
August 1945 recommending admission of
100000 displaced Jews to Palestine renewed
their hopes of an early release. Nine months
more of growing impatience and perplexi
went by as the Dritish continued to block
immigration, until in May 1946 the Report
of the Anglo-American ittee seemed
sure evidence that deliverance was near.
Now, nearly two years after liberation, they
see their Fate still in the balance. .

These long months, as this account has
imdicated;-have-bel A RN
constructive use. Almost every aspect of the
community system they have built. is the
result of a determination to undo the past
and build for the future. One of the in-
scriptions on Landsberg’s memorial wall
reads: The Landsberg Jewish Center is the
corridor where we work and learn in prep-
aration for the blessed day when we shall
march through this gateway to our promised
land—Eretz Yisrael., \

Before the war, Palestine was a personal
goal for relatively few of the displaced Jews.
The war was the catalyst for conversion,
As one Landsberger expressed it: “We Jews
in Galut have always been insecure. But we
never suspected the potentialities of that
insecurity until we saw them written out in
the blood and ashes of our wives, children,
and brothers. We have learned the lesson.
We want no more of Galut.”

These Jewish survivors cannot forget the
slaughter and their complete helplessness
against it, They feel that only in the Jewish
homeland will they find the security and the
strength to insure against a repetition. With
its elementary survival value, therefore, Pal-
estine has become a sine qua non, an irre-
sistible goal. But blocking their way to that
goal stands a still immovable obstacle. This
produces what experimental psychologists
often call “a classical frustration situation.”

to remarkably —

In compensation, the displaced Jews in
the camps have poured their newly released
energies into the reconstruction of their
sonal and social lives for “the blessed
when they will depart for their goal. As
time passes and the obstacle seems to grow
and the goal ies begin
to shift themselves and hammer at the ob-

stacle, Asaresult,simethitmmmerinl

particular, frustration in the Jewish camps
has been accumulating apace, intensified by
the collapse of the promises held out by the
seemingly definitive Anglo-American Com-
mittee Report.

To a psychologist, the camp’s communal
and cultural institutions came to be seen as
a kind of ﬁyiomde,_behind wshibc:{
ran progressively deepening currents of -
wilderment, dnp?;oulon. despair, and fear of
uh-duumt to a limbo l:ii;m as “smd:
: homeless, W gdead in thi
bloody graveyard.” The anxious question
asked repeatedly was: "What will become

of us?"—As a result of this blockage, some
~ are now willing to accept migration “any-
where~as long as it's out of y and

‘Europe.” The final stages in the frustration

must be seen against the

S.lqu c_:_u_n'uemso£

| ba ~one more set of facts,
namely, the deep psychic damage suffered
as the result of experiences in the concentra-
tion camps and Nazi ghettos, The symptoms

form a constellation almost identical with

that prevalent among combat soldiers and
labeled “combat fatigue” by American mili-
tary psychiatrists, but also generally referred
to as “war shock,”

Among the symptoms found in varying
degrees of intensity and somewhat differens!
individual combinations in both displaced
Jews and disabled American combat person-
nel are: excessive perspiration of face and
extremities; disturbed afecp-—inmnh, som-
nambulism, nightmare; impaired memory—
partial or total amnesia for extreme events
and periods of the war, and occasional de-
fective recall of recent events; reduced ca-
pacity for mental concentration and applica-
tion; irritability, sensitivity, restlessness, and
impatience—necessity for action and move-
ment; spells of depression and withdrawal.

The genesis of this condition among dis-
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placed Jews and disabled soldiers is funda-
mentally the same: repeated exposure to

in_situations of indivi-
dual hulplmness that induce overwhelming
anxiety and nervous shock. Further, as one
medical authnnty states, the appearance of
war shock “in most cases does mot occur
under the sudden impact of one catastroph-
ical accident, but after the protracted accum-
ulation of traumatic influences—certainly,
physical and emotional exhaustion are pre-
d;sposmg factors for a soldier'’s breakdown
in war.

Concentration-camp prisoners were far
more defenseless against SS brutality than
American bomber crews agnlnst German
interception, After enough ‘“close calls,”
the normal individual in either case might
find his nervous m disabled by traumatic
“overloading.” gh the surviving Jews
were exposed to situations of mortal
for a far longerpudod and had fewer chan-
nels of response to it than had combat per-
sonnel, the precipitating incident for the
latter was often more explosive. This may
account for my observation that while the
incidence of war shock was far higher
among Jewish survivors than among Amer-
ican combat personnel, the shock condition
on the whole reached a less acute stage in
the Jewish survivors than the combat
men. | must stress the fact that this ob-
servation refers to the swrviving Jews, be-
cause it is not improbable that prisoners in
more advanced stages of nervous shock were
summarily executed. It may be presumed,
therefore, that only the sturdiest individuals
could have survived.

In the Jewish and military war-shock
groups, symptoms and precipitating factors
were similar. Similar therapy, therefore,
would be indicated for cases in comparable
stages of severity. While the details of the
American Army’s therapeutic program for
the milder cases need not be elaborated here,
its underlying principle is relevant and may
be stated, somewhat simplified, in the fol-
lowing terms: provision of a normal, sym-
pathetic environment, free of strain and
anxiety, which allows the individual's own
resources free rein to effect recuperation.

ow does this principle apply to the Jews
H in the DP camps? Their community

creation, on the one hand, is an excellent

example of recuperative resources in action,
and the community institutions have sec-
ondarily provided the social framework for
further seli-help and selt-cure activities, On
the other hand, for all the communal facade,
their situation remains abnormal, laden with
a heavy weight of anxieties and strains krom
six dlstmct sources:
These people are largely middle-class
buckgmund and they share the American
middle-class attitude toward charity as a
form of parasitism. Their dependent status
injures their self-respect and accentuates
their depressive and anxiety tendencies.
2. Their subsistence is considerably below
their needs, giving rise 1o constant insecurity,
imtauon, and a leeling of deprivation and

3 The those who profit con-
spicuously m trade, set against their

own acute needs, induces conflicts
that drain dr stamina md undermine their
resolve.

4. They are enclaved among the Ger-
mans, whom they hold collectively respon-
sible for Nazism and regard, with some
reason, as still Nazi-minded; their underly-
ing apptehmons about the Germans are
revealed in the remark: “if the Americans
were to leave today, we would all be
dead by momning.” Also, they have seen
that in the eyes of American military
personnel their status as "camp inmates” has
fallen lower, while that of the Germans has
been rising rapidly and ominously; the
Meader Report to the Senate War Inves-
tigating Committee, with its reckless use of
hearsay and impressions, was a particularly
cruel and devastating climax to this trend.

5. They are haunted by the fecling that
their time is running out, that the waste in
their lives continues without end. “The war
broke our lives in 1939, and now seven years
later the war is still not over for us alone.
‘How long, oh Lord, how long?' "

6. Their drive to get to Palestine or the
United States, into a congenial environment
where they might find security and peace to
effect their self-cure, has been blocked for
almost two years, Together with this frus-
tration, their uncertainties and fears for the
future have been proliferating,

All six factors in combination grind away
slowly and inexorably on even the strongest
characters. Under such abnormal circum-
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stances, even psychologically healthy people
would in time be worn down. But these are
people still suffering in varying degrees from
war shock, and their anxieties and tensions,
instead of being lightened to allow self-
recovery, have been heavily exacerbated and
multiplied. As a result, their psychic wounds
are not only not being healed, but are
actually being aggravated. The camp com-
munal organizations have been a vital coun-
terforce without which there would have
been mass psychological disintegration, but
they obviously constitute a structure built
upon an environmental morass, It has
slowed, but not reversed or even halted the
pressures upon the processes of deterioration.
There is evidence suggesting a pinfgpodl- of
acceleration in these processes. After four-
teen months without a single nervous break-
down in Landsberg, three occurred in rapid
succession during my last two weeks in the
camp. Since that time, there has been a
report, which 1 have been unable to veril
as yet, of a wave of suicides in the Jewish
camps.

Speedy resettlement of the displaced Jews
is thus not merely a matter of justice for allies
who have suffered most at the hands of the
common enemy, and who morally deserve
far better at our own hands than detention
in former German military camps. More
important, only such resettlement will save
these people from further irreparable injury,
blight, and disaster.*

In my opinion, to allow the present slow
rot of the DP camps—against which their
inmates are increasingly defenseless—to con-
tinue its course is to be accessory to a form of
genocide, The DP camps are destroying the
extraordinary capacities of these people for
psychic recovery much as the concentration
camps destroyed their bodies. By obstructing
their removal and resettlement, the Western
democracies will be committing, more slowly
but against the same people, the substance
of the crime that at Nuremberg they pinned
with overwhelming detail of evidence on the
perverted master-architects of Nazism.

The displaced Jews themselves are clear

b/ lslhphh: that to continue indefinitely to
support [the persons] camps is not a
solution of the problem and is, in fact, an injury
to [the displaced persons].”—From the statement
of the Catholic Bishops of the United States on
Man and the Peace.

about the alternatives. As one of them said
to me in bidding me farewell: “Tell our
American and English friends that if we are
not freed from here soon, they might as well
start re-stoking the crematoria for us!”

THIS crime is not to be consummated,
Fthcremustbeanhumediam,muedcnll
to forthright action. What practical lines
should such action follow?

Although the needs of the displaced Jews
are the most acute, the problem embraces
all displaced persons, The solution must ac-
cordingly be framed inclusively, although
with due regard for the special requirements
of the Jews.

At this remove from V-E Day, it is highly
improbable that voluntary repatriation to any
sign_iﬁcgntafdeﬁe will still occur, Since ie

( u]s .'. _'r._ mupon e

il omory I ik eted o

Geu;lm economy iy m:;ut on funda-
mental moral grounds, remaining

: ent of 1,000,000 le a year
was no problem in the ﬁupei:gm!gn{ion
period before World War I. With the pres-
ent almost universal restrictions to immigra-
tion, it is a political problem only, although
one of international dimensions. To expect
the various nations unilaterally to admit dis-
placed persons in adequate numbers is to be
unrealistic to an extreme. So dark is the

outlook, indeed, that the New York Times

ould recently report under a Lake Success
date line: “No solution of the problem ex-
cept providing for a considerable part of the
refugees and DP's for the rest of their lives,
is seen by competent sources. Whether the
refugee camps established by UNRRA will
be continued for another generation is an
unsolved question,” This statement reflects
a crass, callous, and imaginatively paralyzed
acceptance of the displaced persons as life-
long, institutionalized pauper-pariahs.

To be sure, temporary liberalization of im-
migration quotas on the part of the United
States has been urged by President Truman
and many others, both to offer a small con-
tribution to the solution and to “lead the
way for other countries.” But, at the time
;andwn't:’mg;,hatlll1 si%indime it will be touch-

-0 whether Congress approves the
posal. And even should Congress nppmc,m
there is no certainty that other countries will
follow. Therefore, unless the attempt to
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solve the problem is to be abandoned al-
together, Elc remaining alternative is to
treat it as the international problem that it
is, by the established methods of interna-
tional conference.

Since the International Refugee Organiza-
tion lacks the necessary authority, the United
Nations should hold a resettlement confer-
ence to which would be called all nations
economically and culturally capable of ab-
sorbing DP immigrants, All the countries
of Western Europe, the Middle East, the
British Commonwealth, and North and
South America, would be included.

This conference would seck an agreement
establishing the proportion of the total EP
population each nation would a%
shnuld be determined by such na dif-
ferentials as population, area, and economic
capacity. The quota fixed for each nation
o 1ot T GAIDE
four to
population would gn equitably with-
out burden on any one country. The incre-
zmu would avgup) e one-fifth

one percent (002) 0 resent popula-
tion of each coun f'RO ‘would as-
sume full responsibi ty for execution of the
mass m:gradmagd:ouldbnxdio:épstsof
transportation and, where necessary, of settle-
ment. It is obvious that such costs would be
no more than a fraction of those involved in
indefinite international maintenance of the
DP camps.

Tl-m following selective principles and
priorities might be applied in organizing
the migration:

1. Palestine to accept 100,000 Jews from
the camps, to be followed by the 45,000
Jewish orphans on the continent, but not in
camps.

2. The remaining 175,000
to be absorbed as 17.5 per cent of Ifequota
of each sharing nation,

3, The DP's of other nationalities to be
similarly rcpresemed in the quota of each
sharing nation in a proportion equivalent to
that of each DP nationality in the total DP
population. Thus Poles, who number ap-

proximately 400,000 of the total DP popula-
tion of 1,000,000, would constitute 40 per
cent of the quota of each receiving country.

4. Preferences of individual displaced per-
sons as to countries of choice for resettlement
to be respected so far as is possible within
the quotas set. Should a country be “over-
subscribed” by a given DP nationality, then
those DP's with kin in that country would
receive first priority, and concentration-camp
victims second.

5. All DP immigrants to be accorded
United Nations citizenship and passports.
Thereby, those who migrate to countries
other than their choice would be free subse-

-quently to re-emigrate upon acceptance by

y for order of migration to be
mde& concentration-camp victims, regard-
less of creed, and persecutees.

Only by concerted international action
ﬁmmeh general llla:can there be hope

quickly relieving displaced ns
from the doom of a life s?:uence Plf:m:he
camps, and of ll&ing a heavy weight of guilt
from the world's conscience.

The injustice of the enforced detention of
1,000,000 wat victims in the displaced-per-
sons.eamps econtinues not by intent but by
international default arising from the inertia
of individual nations. National inertia, in
turn, derives from the inertia of individual
citizens. Ultimate responsibility, therefore,
rests squarely upon each of us.

If belated justice is to be done, it must be
initiated by each of us implementing our
good will with the actions that are both the
privilege and the duty of alert and free
citizens. We need only speak out to our
government, calling for international action
on behalf of the oppressed. Established
channels for such expressions are civic and
religious organizations, and communications
to the President and to our senators and
congressional representatives. An aroused
and articulate public opinion will not be
denied.

A million human lives are at stake. Also
at stake are our own professed humane and
democratic standards,
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The Second Exodus ol the Jews

ViENNA.

HE most striking thing about the exodus of

the Jews from Eastern Europe is that it is a

movement of a people in dreadful and vio-
lent psychological upheaval. Wherever 1 have
seen and talked with these migrants—in dis-
placed-persons camps in Germany and Austria,
within Poland and Czechoslovakia, along several
of their underground escape routes—the violence
of their emotions has been startling,

Although it is not easy to weather-map the
storms that within the human breast, the
basic explanation, I believe, is this:

For the Jews of Eastern Europe the Nazi gas
chambers constituted a kind of grim, perverted
Darwinism, psychologically and physically. Six
years of systematic extermination—through a
process that might be called “unnatural selection™
—bred a strange pattern of tenacious survival.
This must be understood if one is to comprehend
fully the current violence in Palestine, the clashes
—likely to grow more numerous—of Jews and
American MPs in displaced-persons camps, and
the explosive restlessness that is gropellmg the
Jews out of Poland, Hungary and Rumania in
numbers swelling daily.

I remember my surprise at the dea;perate bel-
ligerence of the first g’-rour of these refugees I en-
countered, in the UN camp in the American
sector of Berlin. A new synagogue was being
dedicated, Jammed into a cramped barracks
room and overflowing into the corridors, the wan-
dering Jews roared their approval as speaker after
speaker Icared up and shouted in Yiddish:

“We will quit Europe as once we left Egypt!
Onl hg Killing us all can we be kept from the
land of Isracll Europe’s bloody, ground shall
never see us again!"

At first, the repetition of their cries scemed a
defiant drumbeat to arms. Reflecting, though,
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one wondered whether this vehemence wasn't
really a mass panic )olmdin% against a locked
door. All these pe()ple had left Poland illegally,
without permits, What if the emigration walls
barring them from going farther failed to tumble
before their Joshua-like trumpetings? Had they
fled a land which, to them, was one vast cemetery,
only to be trapped in the rubble of anti-Semitism
that was Hitler's Germany? :

Their personal appearance was as bellicose as
their chant, Thinking of their wartime ordeal, 1
expected to find many broken and dispirited—the
sort of human jetsam ordinarily associated with
the word “refugee.”” Instead, the overwhelming
majority were in the prime of life, vigorous and
lusty, largely in the military-age bracket of six-
teen to forty.

I remarked on this to the Jewish Army chap-
lain who had driven me to the camp.

The Army chaplain nodded bitterly and re-
plied, “Only the toughest survived, Those who
were 0o dyou ng or too old or too weak, the Nazis
murdered. They let live only the ones who could

work like beasts.”

The psychological resulis of the ruthless Dar-
winism of the crematoriums were even more pro-
nounced than the physical, I discovered from
talks with hundreds of Jews and people working
with them. I cannot recall a man or a woman
who survived the concentration I " whose
mentality was not profoundly altered.

This transformation is one major reason wh
Europe's so-called “Jewish problem" differs radf-’
cally today from before the war. It demonstrates
why the, current exodus Frescnts an interesting
parallel to the children of Israel's wanderings in
the wilderness. According to Hebrew folklore,
one reason Moses is believed to have kept his fol-
lowers in the wilderness for forty years was to
enable a new and more militant generation to
grow up—one with few memories of Egypt and
no desire to return, one which would fight for
the Promised Land. In some respects, that is the
kind of generation Nazi persecution has produced
—it toughened the bodies, hardened the hearts
and sharpened the wits of the few who survived,
These Jews are fleeing with a desperation to live
that knows no normal restraints of patience or
order—and certainly no frontiers,

A Trek That Recognizes No Barriers

Because the pattern of today's exodus has been
one of infiltration in small numbers over many
months, neither the scale of the migration, nor
the immensity of its human drama, nor the trag-
edy that may engulf it, seems generally under-
stood. This illegal trek is far, far bigger than
anr resettlement scheme thus far proposed. By
July, in Germanay. Austria and Ttaly, more than
150,000 uprooted Jewish refugees were waiting—

in the same belligerent dread as those I saw in

Berlin—for the 100,000 certificates of immigra-
“tion into Palestine recommended by the Anglo-
* American Committee of Inquiry. Every day since,



A day—any day—at Bratislava, the busiest of the Kosher kitchens maintained by the American Joint Distribution
Committee for Jews en route to Palestine on the underground railway. Fifty-seven such kitchens are operating,




more hundreds have slipped out of Poland, Hun-
gary and Rumania.

During June at least 8,000 infiltrated into
UNRRA camps in the American zone of Ger-
many. Our area has been a lodestar for those in
exodus, since it has been American policy to pro-
vide temporary food and housing to all “infil-
trees.”” In July, following the brutal pogrom in
Kielce, Poland, migrants stampeded to an esti-
mated 20.000. To accommodate them, eleven
new camps were hastily thrown open around
Munich within ten days. By the time this article
appears another 50,000 probably will have broken
out from behind the iron curtain.

Those figures spotlight one explosive fact. Even
if Palestine's gates swung wide tomorrow for
100,000 settlers, there still would remain at least
another 100,000 who have severed themselves
from the countries of their past and are clamor-
ing to quit Europe. The Second Exodus is al-
ready a bigger movement than anyone contem-
plated. With UNRRA, which has been doing
the housekeeping for the émigrés, about to go out
of business and with no end to the exodus yet in
sight, the magnitude of the dilemma is clear.

Among the married women “there is almost universal pr

regnancy today.” The extermination policies
practiced by the Nazis seem to have intensified the refugees” urge to reproduce—and so survive.

In Poland, of scores of Jews I talked with, in-
cluding many just repatriated from Soviet Rus-
sia, exactly two intended to stay. All the others
intended to leave by any means possible—with
visas or illegally, in organized groups or on their
own. The Anglo:American Committee of In-
quiry calculated that 500,000 of 685,000 Jews sur-
viving in Poland, Hungary and Rumania wanted
to migrate. By now, that estimate is low, accord-
ing to Dr. Joseph J. Schwartz, who as European
director of the American Joint Distribution Com-
mittee has perhaps a better insight into the feel-
ings of EuroL:e’s Jews than any other person.

“The problem is not one of a hundred thou-
sand persons,” he insisted one evening in Paris,
“but of five or six times that number.”

Should that prediction prove accurate, the fig-
ure would come close to the Exodus from Egypt.
The Bible puts the number Moses led out of
Pharaoh's bondage at 6oo,000. This, incidentally,
is also the current Hebrew population in Palestine,

How many eventually will come out is likely to
depend on how many are permitted to—and on
the desperation with which these migrants batter
themselves against barriers which are set up. Wor-

ried over the crowding inte our occupation zone,
Army authorities have been pressuring Washing-
ton to close our zonal frontiers. Various Jewish
or;iganizatimls have been fighting to keep the chan-
nels open, at least until the terror stirred by the
Kielce pogrom relaxes. To ease the pressure, they
have been appealing, with some success, to France
to permit greater numbers of infiltrees over com-
ing months. The British have patrols across their
occupation zones in Germany and Austria and
Trieste to block movements’ to the Ttalian and
ugoslavian coasts, major embarkation points for
illegal voyages to the Holy Land, They also have
protested to Russia and Rumania against Pales-
tine-bound ships leaving Rumanian ports.

Power politics probably plays a role. These
migrations originate in Soviet‘controlled Eastern
Europe. Doubtless neither the Russians nor théir
satellites are losing sleep over the resulting pres-
sure upon the British in Palestine. But it would
be far-fetched to suspect a Soviet plot. From all
I have seen, the Russians have simply taken a
what-do-we-care attitude, permitting the exodus
to roll on, '

No one knows how many Jews are on the move
in Europe on any one day. Doctor Schwartz's
best guess on a daily average this summer was
3500, Some travel in tightly disciplined bands
supervised by several Zionist bodies in one of the
greatest underground-railway operations in his-
tory. Others collect by twos and threes at certain
spots—Ilocations are common grapevine knowl-
edge—where “guides” escort them across. Still
others cross borders on their own—hot human
lava erupting spontaneously.

One hears astonishing stories of personal ad-
venture. There was the twelve-year-old Polish
girl who smuggled herself into Czechoslovakia
unaided, clutching a four-year-old in her arms.
Then there was the discharged UNRRA em-
ployee who tried to play Moses, Flashing a va-
riety of UNRRA credentials, he commandeered
a Polish train, loaded it with Jews from a repatri-
ation camp and had them shunted to the border,
There he disappeared into some convenient bul-
rushes while confusion reigned. UNRRA and
Jewish-organization representatives finally got the
train across the frontier.



In Breslau, once in German Silesia but now
part of Poland, I found Jews registering as “Ger-
mans,” so they could be expelled by the Polish
Government, clearing the region of “racial Ger-
mans.” One trainload of 1,500 “racial Germans”
which I saw pull out for the British zone of Ger-
many had a majority of Jews on it. Another
~omplication that has meant freedom for thou-
sands has been the Polish-Czech dispute over Tes-
chen. Anticipating a plebiscite to decide the
nationality of this area, the Polish Government
encourages Jews to settle there. . The Czechs,
eager to drain Teschen of Poles, have been invit-
ing the Jews to come south. Reception centers
were set up on the Czech side of the frontier.
From there the I]ews were moved, olten by special
trains, to Bratislava on the Austrian border. T'his
route was running smoothly when the Kielce pog-
rom stampeded thousands through it,

How are those on the move fed? The manna
is provided principally through the American
Joint Distribution Committee, with an indirec-
tion typical of the entire exodus. The committee
scrupulously avoids being involved in the physi-
cal passover of Jews from country to country. Its
representatives say frankly, “The less we know
about it the better,” However, throughout Eu-
rope the committee finances Kosher kitchens. Any
Jew showing up at them is fed free, no questions
asked, In Czechoslovakia, across which most
Polish Jews travel, fifty-seven such kitchens are
operating.

The busiest one is at Bratislava, junction for
the Czech, Hungarian and Austrian borders, and
the crossroads for migrations south from Poland
and west out of the Balkans. The morning my
wile and I arrived we were told the Hungarian
frontier was shut tight. Still, that evening, on
visiting the Kosher kitchen, we found eight
youngsters—including three girls—who had come
through. They were from Budapest—that much
they admitted, As to how they had eluded or
bribed the patrol, or when they would move on
again, they were as mum as carefully coached
clams.

Ranging from sixteen to eighteen, they were
typical of the youth recruited by Zionist groups,
who haye an understandable preterence for young
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“Back home,” I th;:ught, “kids this age might be scheming to get Frank Sinatra’s autograph.”

Mr. Lubell found the refugee children old beyond their years, almost all cruelly stunted in growth.

people. They had a half-young, half-old appear-
ance, as if their childhood had been suddenly
frozen. Their suspicious eyes, which never ceased
hopping while we talked, had seen their parents
marched into the gas ovens at infamous Ausch-
witz. ‘The Nazi labor battalions for which these
ifoungsters had been spared had left a cruel evo-
utionary twist to their bodies. Their physical
frames were small, stunted in growth, but within
the frames hung muscles overdeyeloped by |])re-
mature labor.  On their arms and backs they
showed us their concentration camp numbers
tattooed in blue ink. The baby of the gr(m{) was
fifteen. He had been twelve when herded into
Auschwitz. Children that young, as a rule, were
done away with. He had lied about his age, he
explained, and, being tall for his years, got away
with his life.

Back home, I thought, kids this age might be
scheming how to get Frank Sinatra's autogral;h.
These gas-chamber bobby-soxers would probably
be slipping across the Austrian border tomorrow
night, crossing the Alps into Italy a few days later,
boarding an overloaded corvette for the Holy
Land in several weeks and, on landing, they prob-

ably would be arrested and thrust behind barbed
wire in some detention camp. Few illegal immi-
grants escape arrest, What really restricts this
human smuggling is the seizure of the ships. Since
few vessels make more than one voyage, the cost
of the operation is prohibitive. :

With so few reaching their goal, and only after
hazardous journeys, one might expect the move-
ment to dwindle instead of swelling steadily. Is
it because it is so “well organized,” as has been
reported? My own feeling is that it is less a mat-
ter of organization than of psychology.

In fact, this summer the exodus burst the
bounds of its “organization.” For example, the
movement of refugees through Austria had been
stabilized since winter, with the numbers enter-
ing and leaving balanced to maintain a perma-
nent cam[) population of between 5,000 and 6,000.
This “balanced budget” was largely the result of
a tacit understanding between Gen, Mark Clark’s
staff and leaders of the underground railway, for-
mer members of the Jewish brigade who fought
in Italy. General Clark’s staff wanted to keep the
movement orderly and humane by channeling it
through fixed routes, The underground leaders




undertook to maintain strict military discipline
over the migrating bands, channeling all through
the collecting station at Rothschild Hospital in
Vienna, regularizing the flow, and diverting
“strays”—that is, unorganized refugees—directly
into Germany.

The agreement worked perfectly, an American
officer assured me, until May, when Jews in flight
increased. By June, when 6,600 were tallied com-
ing through Vienna, the “budget” was thrown
well out of balance. By July it was beyond any-
one's control,

The exodus is not “organized” in the sense of
being recruited or instigated. No prodding is
needed, The Jews are driving themselves out of
Poland as if obsessed. You have only to see whal's
left of the Warsaw ghetto to realize how impos-
sible it is for the 175,000 or so Jews in Poland to
find mental peace there. ‘

Wrm A cuibe who had known the ghetto
when alive, my wife and I drove there one
afternoon. We stopped in what had once been a
busy city street, but now was a dusty lane, flanked
on both sides by mounds of debris.  Climbing one
of the rubble heaps, we looked out at what muat
be the most aPpali)isng ruin in the world. It was in-
describably sickening. From where we stood, for
perhaps a mile around, there was nothing—noth-
ing but a desert with dunes of rubble. In what
had been a congested city within a city, housing
a quarter of a million i:aersons, with theaters,
shops, synagogues, hospitals and schools, we could
not see a single part of a building, or a single
wall. Of 85,000 persons in the ghetto during its
final tragic days, 84,000 perished. How many
times—in what fury of thoroughness—must the
Germans have wheeled their planes and tanks,
reworking over these ruins to make certain noth-
ing escaped, that no beam of wood eluded their
torches, no girder stood intact as a marker. Could
any Jew in Poland ever look out on this and feel
secure?

Down one ghetto street we met two walking
figures. They were Jews, repatriated two weeks
before from Soviet Russia, where they had been
for seven years, through the war.

“I am the only one in my whole family of fifty

. eight,

who survived,” the younger man told us. He was
twenty-eight. Warsaw was not his home, but he
had come to see the ghetto with his own eyes, not
believing the tales he had heard about its destruc-
tion, “It is worse,” he acknowledged morbidly.
“I didn't believe it possible.”

His friend lifted his Caﬁ pointed to his graz
hair and smiled feebly. “How old do you thin
me? 1 look like an old man! I am only thirty-
My mother and father lived in one of
those houses,” he went on lifelessly, pointing to
several near-by debris heaps. ““They may be lying
under there. The last I heard, they were in the
ghetto when the Germans came to destroy it."”

Both said they could have remained in Russia
had they wished. Tasked why they hadn't. The
ﬁungcr replied, “The Russians saved my life.
Let us say no more about them.” :

Did they intend to, stay in Polands Tﬁg

“The
young one. “But the Polish people always have
been anti-Semitic, and still are,”

We offered them a lift to town. The younger
man climbed in, but his friend shook his head
sadly. “I want to stay a little longer.” Glancing
back as we drove off, we saw his tragic, shabby
figure against the ruins, poking among the dumps
of rubble, still trying to figure which was the
house he had been born in and under which his
parents might be lying.

That night at dinner, when we told another
Jew about this encounter, he nodded ruefully,
and said, I went to a funeral this afternoon. A
friend’s wife died. We all envied him."”

“His wife died and you envied him?” T ex-
claimed.

“Oh, yes,” he sighed. “My friend is a lucky
man. He knows where his wife is buried. None
of us do.”

Of every thirty Jews in prewar Poland, twenty-
five to twenty-seven perished—exact figures aren’t

ossible because no one knows how many are still
iving, disguised as gentiles. A whole family, in
the sense of a husband, wife and children who
survived, is a miracle—this is true for Czecho-
slovakia and Hungary also, The committee rep-

resentative in Bratislava, Philip Ruby, told us of
attending the reopening of a synagogue. A prayer
of Kaddish was to be said for the dead. As is the
custom, all with parents still alive were asked to
leave the room. “I was the only one in the whole,
crowded synagogue who got up and walked out,”
Ruby said,

This has been one of the most powerful migra-
tion incentives, a deep homing instinct to join
some relative with whom émigrés can feel kinship.
Many find it unbearable to dwell again where
they once lived with loved ones. A waiter in
Breslau had come from Cracow. Not knowing he
was Jewish, I asked why he hadn't stayed there—
it was one Polish city which escaped devastation.

“How could I when every stone in the street is
covered with blood?” he demanded angrily. *“I
am the last of my family.” He was quitting
Poland soon.

Another newcomer to Breslau was running a
grocery, renting the fixtures from the city govern-
ment, which had appropriated them from the
former German owner. Why didn’t he buy the
fixtures and save the rent, I asked.

He shrugged. “Who knows how long I will stay?”

very Jew I met in Poland was organized for
flight, his belongings converted into trans-
rtable dollars, gold or jewelry. Many operate
ittle businesses on a fly-by-month basis, waiting
for relatives abroad to get them visas for some for-
eign country, Lately, hopes for visas have been
fading because of the huge backlogs of applica-
tions. The annual Polish quota into the United
States is only 6,500 for Polish citizens all over the
world. Jews here constantly debate whether they
should wait to hit the visa jackpot or get out at
least as far as Germany while the getting is still
possible. A lucrative traffic is going on in South
American republic visas. These are bought not
for use to the country in question, but as a legal
ruse to leave Poland.

The present Polish Provisional Government,
whatever its sins against human liberties, is un-
questionably the least anti-Semitic régime in
Poland’s history. For the first time, today one
sees appreciable numbers of Jewish officers in the
army. Some influential officials are Jewish, like



Hilary Minc, Minister of Industry, and Jacob Ber-
man, right hand to the Prime Minister. The gov-
ernment has abolished the university ghetto,
which obliged Jewish students to sit separately
from others,

A great many Poles, however, resent the toler-
ance being shown the Jews by the government,
Why are only Jews and not Poles permitted to
emigrate, they ask. Some fight against having to
restore Jewish properties. Even some of those who
saved Jewish lives during the war now feel they
were inadequately rewarded, particularly when
they hear that the rescued person has a supposedly
wealthy American relative. Many Poles I;lave the
notion that all American Jews are rich. I heard
of several instances where $10,000 ransom was
being demanded for the return of a Jewish child,

T]:IE government orgns?lion has been exploit-
ing the traditional Polish hatred for Jews, par-
ticularly among the peasantry. Its target is the
“Jewish Communist” government in Warsaw.
Anti-Semitic terrorism increased markedly as the
near civil war between the government and the
opposition underground intensified almost daily.

In Katowice, Lower Silesia, several families we
called on with messages from the United States
were afraid to open the door. Only after much
shouting that we were Americans did they sli
back the bolts and peer out suspiciously, their
weight ready to hurl against the door. We were
told that hoodlums had been breaking into \!lew-
ish apartments. These families had not been hurt
or threatened. Simply hearing of such incidents
left them living in terror, and eager to get out.

Flight is contagious. As each month more and
more Jews migrate, the instinct to run dominates
those remaining. The entire exodus is a kind of
mass claustrophobia. One finds almost insane
despair among those unable to undertake the
illegal journey out—because of age, or illness in
what remains of the family, or the perils to which
the journey will expose small children.

The frustration of one such family exploded
over us one night, Husband and wife had both
been married previously. He had lost his wife in
an extermination camp, she her husband; they
had closed ranks, Two of their children had been

spared and they had adopted an orphaned niece.
We had been asked by relatives in the United
States to take them money and food. Having
lugged these gifts around Europe for months at
considerable inconvenience, we expected to be
greeted with open arms. As an added thought,
we threw in some of our own PX supplies and a
pair of lisle stockings.

The husband shoved the food back at us, snarl-
ing, “We can get all these things in the black
market!” He picked up the stockings and tossed
them onto the table contemptuously, “Tell my
wile's brother that my wile wears only silk stock-

At that we blew up. In the stormy argument
that followed, the reason for such behavior be-
came clear, FHe wanted only one Lhm%fmm
American relatives—assistance in quitting Poland
—nothing short of that. He did not want to show
himself grateful for gilts, fearing that some day
this relative might, in eflect, sag, “T have tried my
best, but can’t get you a visa. Still, look at all the
money-and food I sent you, What more can you
reasonably ask?” _

Our rude reception was his way of fighting
against the fear of being kissed off to stay in
Poland. *“I have writlen we need nothing!” he
stormed. “No_food, no money, no stockings,
nothing but to leavel” -

This spirit of desperation is present throughout
the camps in Germany, Austria and Italy. T re-

call an Army lieutenant at Auﬁsburg. near,

Munich, complaining, “We feed and house these
refugees, yet, instead of showing their gratitude,
many of them treat us as if we were their jailers.”

Questionnaires have been distributed among
the camps asking, “Where would you like to emi-
grate?” Many have filled in the blanks: “First
choice, Palestine, Second choice, crematorium.”

In one camp that I visited, every person gave
Palestine as the desired destination. Privately,
later, several approached the camp director to
say they would go to other countries—as long as
it was out of Europe. Such unanimity raises the
suspicion of an organized front, and it is a dem-
onstration of solidarity before the world, But it
is definitely true that a decided majority prefer
Palestine to any other country, éven to the United

States. Many say bluntly, “America in time will
become as anti-Semitic as Europe. At least in
Palestine we will die together.”

A persecution complex naturally dogs many of
these refugees. They do not fully trust other
Jews, even those representing relief organizations,
An official of one agency compared this antagon-
ism to “the resentment in aggravated form of the
front-line soldier against the rear-echelon troops.”

There have been riots and hunger strikes in
the camps, and also an astonishing number of
weddings. Among the married women, according
to camp reports, “there is almost universal preg-
nancy today.” In the Nazi camps, to be pregnant
s0 one couldn't work was a virtual death sentence.
As if to compensate now, the urge to reproduce
has been intensified,

N A vERy real sense, also, it was mainly those
with an unyielding will to live who managed
to win out against the Nazi attempt to wipe out
their race. Numerous stories make clear that as
the Nazi extermination policy ground on for
year after year, the spirit to resist in hundreds of
thousands of Jews faded out so that death was
accepted as a welcome escaFE.

‘A ﬁirl in Paris told me of her experience on a
crowded train for Treblinka, notorious as an
extermination camp. Hearing she still had a
brother and a husband alive, men and women
sitting near her urged the girl, “Why don't you
jump off the train and try to escape " She did,
and lived. What is almost unbelievable about
the tale, not another person on that train at-
tempted to escape, though all knew they were
riding to certain death,

The Nazis repeatedly marched 100 Jews into
the woods to be shot. Ten, perhaps twenty, would
break and run. Eighty or ninety would not. To
make a broad generalization, the Jews alive today
are largely those men and women who broke
and ran, who were resourceful, reckless, ruthless,
or just plain lucky. It was a survival not of the
fittest, not of the most high-minded or reasonable
and certainly not of the meekest, but of the
toughest,

With dead-end-kid cockiness, some of the more
belligerent youths in the American-zone camps



ol Germany have been heard to boast, *"We
took the SS for six years. We're not afraid of
the MPs.”

In sharp contrast to the Jews who were hunted
by the Nazis are those—about 150,000 in all—
who returned from Soviet Russia this spring as
part of a general repatriation of 1,500,000 Polish
subjects, The contrast projects an instructive
lesson in mass psychology. When Hitler drove
through Poland in 1939, these Jews fled eastward
into the Lwow region, which the Red Army took
over. After Poland's collapse, they faced the
alternative of returning to the area under Ger-
man control or of being shipped into the Russian
interior. From what I was told of the callousness
with which the Soviets handled those going into
Russia, it was not easy to choose between‘ Rus-
sian toughness and the questionable mercies of
Nazism. Whatever determined their decision
saved the lives of the Jews who went Russian.
Of those who drifted back into Poland, a few
survived, Most of those who gambled on Russia
came out. They brought out with them about
zp,000 children under fourteen, five times the
total number of Jewish children known to have
survived in all Germanized Poland.

D:spmcr:n—m:ksoms camp officials have been
watching the infiltration of these repatriates
from Russia with interest. “This second wave of
migrants is much more stable emotionally,” T
was told. “In Russia they enjoyed something like
normal family life and didn’t live in concentra-
tion camps. They are not belligerent. They are
also more religious.” )

Not that they acquired godliness while in the
USSR. The Nazis made particular sport of the
orthodox F!ews and proportionately fewer sur-
vived in the west.

These Jews returning from Soviet Russia have
swelled the exodus in recent months. The anti-
Semitism they found in Poland accelerated their
movement, but it was well under way before

that. Most of themn made up their minds before
leaving Russia that when they got to Poland they
would keep on going, a group of forty told me
when they arrived in Katowice.

Only one—a woman—planned to stay. In her
thirties, with reddish-blond hair, she evidently
had been converted to communism. “For me,
conditions were good there,” she explained. An
artist, she had taught painting in the schools
after a stint as a factory worker. Returning to
find "Poland like Russia” pleased her. She in-
tended to work with the government to build a
“new Poland.” For all the others, “new Poland's”
proximity to Russia, both gqcfﬁmphically and
politically, was an incentive to flight,

They told no horror stories of life in the Soviet
Union. They suffered no racial discrimination:
All agreed the Soviets treated them no worse than
Russian citizens, but that was harsh enough.
Seven years of Bolshevism's bitter black brea
was all they wanted, _ A

This fear of communism is also a factor in
the Jewish urge to flee Poland. ““There is no fu-
ture here,” one Polish Jewish leader told me.
*While the underground and government battle,
we have anti-Semitism. [f stability comes, through
the communists’ taking over, that's when the
Jews will first want to get out.”

This devil-and-bluesea dilemma between anti-
Semitism and communism hangs over the Jews
in Hungary and Rumania as well. In fact, the
second exodus is becomfnﬁ;_a race against time—
to get out while borders still are loosely patrolled
and before postwar Europe hardens in the mold
into which it has been poured. :

Clearly, the flight of the Jews will not be halted
by official expressions of hope that “political and
economic stability will soon be re-established”
or by clauses in g_)eace treaties guaranteeing against
persecution. After World War I, much emphasis
was placed upon the concept of protecting mi-
norities within countries, When Hitler came,
this principle of minority protection broke down

completely. The ‘]ews no longer feel they can
entrust their very lives to such assurances,

What will happen? Much will hinge not only
on the speed wnﬂ which immigration into Pal-
estine can be organized but on the success of the
appeal before the UNO General Assembly for
the nations of the world to accept a proportionate
share of these refugees. Until now, the whole
problem has been handled on a makeshift basis
—apparently on the assumption that once 100,-
ooo certificates into Palestine were obtained, “the
situation will clean itself up.” The numbers in
exodus are already so great that to resettle them«
outsli((lle of Europe requires opening up the whole
world,

Smcr. any adequate resettlement scheme is like-
) ly to take a year, probably longer, interim
rehabilitation becomes vital. Can these people
be made self-supporting? Is it a good idea to
continue them in camps, considering their ab-
normal psychological hangover from the Nazi
camps? Not only has no program to deal with
such questions been drawn up but there is the
additional uncertainty about who is to do the
job until the new International Refugee Organi-
zation takes over. The wisest course would seem
to be to continue UNRRA in this field until then.
Rehabilitation must walk along with emigra-
tion to be successful. The growing dread among
these _Lews is that they may be left where they
are, which, for most of them, means Germany.
Rehabilitation efforts in German camps are
bound te be suspect, and resisted.
Terrorism—ten plagues—finally induced Pha-
raoh to send the Jews out of Egypt. If these thou-
sands who have turned their backs on Eastern
Europe feel they now face being trapped in Ger-
many, one may expect the headlines of violence

in Palestine to echo in the American-zone camps-,

until either the spirit of these embattled remnants
of Israel breaks down or the world lrearkens to
their despairing, belligerent, “Let my people go.™

Reprinted by the United Jewish Appeal by special permission of THE SATURDAY EVENING POST.
Copyright, 1946, by The Curtis Publishing Company, Independence Square, Philadelphia, Pa.
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“DO YOU KNOW

THAT
?b

1 Two years after the war there are still some 850,000 people
® in Burope who live in detention camps.

® the survivors f Nazi concentration camps and of slave
labor battalions. T'hey are fugitives from all forms of religions
and political persecution and victims of barbarism and Nazi

terror.

: 3 They represent almost all religions. Some 80 per cent are

® Christians of various denominations; 20 per cent are Jews.

4. Most of the displaced peisons are natives of Poland, Latvia,
Lithuania and Estonia. Others come from Finland, Yugo-
slavia, Greece, Russia and various other European countries.

5 More than 50% of the displaced persons are women and
® children. There are 150,000 children below the age of 17. Of
these 70,000 are estimated to be under six years of age.

6.'1‘bcdisphcedpersons'mos4tchetisheddesitcistostarta
new life in a country where there is freedom of speech, free-
dom of worship, freedom of movement.

7 Since V-E Day, 11,000,000 displaced persons have been re-
® patriated. But the remaining 850,000 cannot be returned to
their original places of residence.



De You Know That?

8. These people do not wish to and cannot return to their
homes of origin because they fear oppression for religious,
racial or political reasons.

9. The Governments of the United States, Great Britain and

France officially declared that no people would be forced

Yo return to their bomelands against their will. The United Na-
tions has endorsed the same principle.

10 Unless reasonably quick action is taken for the permanent

® resettlement of displaced persons, tbese people may form
the nucleus of an international relief problem of long duration,
draining the treasures of the United States and other couniries.

11, By remaining in Central Europe, they may become a
® source of international discord. All thinking men and
women are aware that the plight: of displaced persons constitutes
one of the gravest dangers to thie peace so dearly won.
12. The United Nations have established the International
immediate needs. lts charter is signed by the United States. The
IRO cannot solve the D.P. problem unless immigrant-receiving
countries make special provisions to receive a fair share of dis-
placed persons.
13. The United States, as @ leader in international affairs,
must take the first step in this direction. The rest of the
world would follow suit.

1 4' In the 1920’s the United States Congress passed immigra-
tion laws which permit 154,000 quota immigrants to

enter this country annually.
15 During the 1940-1946 war period only 15 per cent of the
® total world quota was used. In other words, the United
States lost 914,762 people who could have entered this country
legally and whom we were ready and prepared to receive.



Do You Know That?

16 The United States is one of the few countries that has not
® been ravaged by war. It has been estimated that a fair
share of displaced persons to enter the United States would be
about 400,000. This number would equal less than half of the
number of quotas that were not used during the war years.
1 Having lived under the brutal tyranny of dictatorship and
* totalitarianism, the displiced persons can truly value the
ideals of democracy and the principles on which this country
was founded. :
18. The displaced persons, like any other groups of immi-
grants, would be screened by Federal authorities before
permission to enter this country is granted. No person advocating
the overthrow of the government by violence, no anarchist or
criminal could enter the United States.
19. No displaced person entering the United States could be-
come a public charge. Every agency or individual spon-
soring a displaced person must ffurnish an affidavit of support.
20. The bulk of the displaced persons are self-supporting.
. There are some 90,000 agricultural workers among
them; some 21,000 are constriction workers; some 22,000 are
domestics; about 32,000 are professionals; hundreds of others
are artisans,
21 There is a great need for these types of services in the
® United States. New immigrants who are not workers tend
to open non-competitive business shops. A recent study in a
metropolitan city showed that each refugee entrepreneur in
business created a job for seven Americans.
2 The displaced persons will not take homes away from
® veterans and other Americans. They would be housed by
relatives or friends who would not sublet rooms to strangers.
Well organized church and welfare groups which care for im-
migrants will direct newcomers away from large cities to small
towns and farming communities.



De You Know That?

23 Some of the organizations which have gone on record
* as favoring the admittance of a fair share of displaced
persons to this country are:
The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America
The National Catholic Welfare Conference
Catholic War Veterans
The United Council of American Veteran Organizations
The National Conference of Union Labor Legionnaires
The American Federation of Labor
The Congress of Industrial Organizations
The national Jewish organizations and many other
x ednca&unglc:nd religious groups. :

24 In his State of the Union message, delivered before Con-
® gresson January 6, 1947, President Harry S. Truman said:

Idonotthmkthat:hclkmted&aceshasdoneztspm Only
about 5,000 of them have enltered this country since May, 1946
. . definite assistance in the form of new legislation is needed. 1
u:ge the Congress to turn its attention to this world problem in
an effort to find ways whereby we can fulfill our responsibilities
to these thousands of homeless and suffering refugees of all
faiths.”

5 You can join or form i Citizens Committee on Displaced

*® Persons in your comniunity. You can inform your Con-
gressman that you are in favor of H.R. 2910, emergency legis-
lation, which would permit the United States to admit 100,000
displaced persons annually during a four-year temporary period.

CITIZENS COMMITTEE ON DISPLACED PERSONS
39 EAST 36th STREET NEW YORE CTY
e MUrray Hill 4.7850
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THE REFUGEES ARE
NOW AMERICANS

By MAURICE R. DAVIE and SAMUEL KOENIG

THE story of Mr. S——— is typical of that of thousands of
the refugees from Nazi tyranny who came to the United States
in the years immediately before the war.

Mr. S——— was an exporter in Germany. He lived in com-
fortable circumstances, but he was not rich. He was one of the
heroes of the first World War and enjoyed considerable prestige.
When the Nazis first came to power, he felt quite safe. But
though he was transacting his business strictly according to the
letter of the law, he was arrested in 1934 on a trumped-up charge
of illegal trading with the government of Czechoslovakia. The
trial was a farce, and he was dismissed. A second arrest in 1937
on the same charge was only slightly more serious. A third trial

This pamphlet is based on a comprehensive, nation-wide study
conducted by the Committee for tEc Study of Recent igra-
tion from Europe. The full repart will be published in the spring
of 1946 by Harper & Brothers under the tentative title of The
Refugee Immigrant in the United States: A Study of His Adjust-
ment and Effect on American Society. Maurice R. Davie is
fessor of Sociology in Yale University. Samuel Koenig is In-
structor in Sociology at Brooklyn College. Other members of
the research staff assisting in the preparation of this pamphlet
were Mrs. Sarah W. , Miss Betty Drury, Mrs. Dorothy
Foote Tate, and Dr. Carolyn ileleny.

Copyright, 1945, by the Public Affairs Committee, Incorporated
—A nonprofit, educational organization—




a few months later, before a hostile judge and prosecuting at-
torney and a jury wearing swastika bands, led to a sentence of
ten months’ imprisonment.

In the few days allowed by fhe court and the Gestapo to put
his business affairs in order, he managed to escape to Czecho-
slovaha.Aftermomhsofwamde:mg he and his wife finally
reached a French port from which they sailed for America.

His joy and relief at reaching this country were immediately
overcast by a feeling of despair at being in a new and completely
foreign country where he had o make a new start. The English
that he had learned so correctly at school was of no help. The
porter at the dock and the cab driver could not understand him.

He decided that the thing to do first was to learn English
and the way to do it was to maingle with people. He began by
peddling, first pencils and later candy that his wife made. Then
he tried jobs. The various social agencies to whom he went sug-
gested retraining, particularly hecause his arm had been injured
in the first World War; and he looked into this, too. His heart
was not in it. He had been a businessman, and he was determined
to get back to business. He talked to a great many businessmen
andwa.smuedbydmrhmdnu,bythe&udmmthwhmh
they gave information, and by the amount of time they were
willing to spend with him. After a year and a half, with the
.ﬁnancza]hdpofanodieermmfngm,heboughtamaﬂ
defense plant in a New England town and employed sixteen
workers in the manufacture of war goods for the government.

He lives modestly and does inot have the luxurious apartment
that he had abroad, but he feels that he is sharing in the abun-
dance of America and he has i sense of well-being.

This is but one story out of thousands that could be told
about the most recent of American immigrants.

Few immigrant movements to the United States have becn as
dramatic as that of the refugees. Although small in numbers, the
refugees have aroused unusual interest because of the tragic cir-
cumstances under which they emigrated. Fleeing from the oppres-
sion of fascism, they made Americans aware of the sinister events
occurring in Europe and forewarned them of the impending world
catastrophe. Arriving during a period of extreme economic de-
pression, they met with considerable opposition; particularly on
the part of professional and business people who feared their
competition. Moreover, since the majority of them came from
Nazi Germany, there was some suspicion as to their intentions



in this country. And since many were Jews, they increased anti-
Jewish feeling among certain clements in the population. All
this has led to widespread rumors and charges. What are the
facts regarding these refugees? How many came? Who are they?
How are they adjusting to American life? What effect are they
having on American economy and culture?

BACKGROUND OF THE: REFUGEE MOVEMENT

Earlier Refugee Movements

This is by no means the first time that people have come to
these shores to escape persecution. Early in our history the Pilgrim
Fathers sought refuge here. Later came the Huguenots, who
were driven out of France because of their religious beliefs.
Numerous other religious groups, such as the Protestant minori-
ties from England, Holland and Germany, sought freedom
here from persecution. Among other groups who fled from
oppression were the Scotch-Irish in colonial times and the
German liberals of 1848. In lLiter periods came the Eastern
European Jews, escaping from pogroms and other mistreatment.
After World War I, a series of refugee movements began, during
which America received several thousand Armenians, escaping
from the cruelty of the Turkish regime, and “White” Russians,
flecing because of Bolshevism. With the rise and spread of
Fascism and Nazism, a refugee movement of gigantic propor-
tions was started which sent a considerable number of victims
to the United States.

The Present Refugee Movement

All refugee movements have much in common. The refugees
leave against their will. They are forced out by tyranny and
oppression or by upheavals and wars. In some ways, however,
the present-day refugee movement is in a class by itself. From
a world-wide view, it is unprecedented in scope. Also unique
is the fact that descent or “race” has forced people to leave
their homelands. The individual is thus left with no choice,
for while it is possible to change one’s faith or political views,
one cannot change one’s ancestry.

Similarly without parallel is the doctrine of nationalism that
resulted in pushing aside all conflicting loyalties, whether po-
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litical, social, or religious. This extreme nationalism has led to
depriving the nonconformist of the rights of citizenship, leaving
him unprotected by any government. Being a man without a
country was a rare and isolated occurrence in the past but has
now become common.

The recent refugee movement has also been marked by (1)
the extremely cruel treatment of the victims of political, religious,
and “racial” persecution; (2) by the difficulty which these vic-
tims encountered in escaping and in finding a secure refuge as
Nazism spread to ever larger areas; (3) by the reluctance of
the countries not immediately affected to admit them because
of the deep economic depression then existing; and (4) by the
breaking up of families on a scale previously unknown. Such
has been the refugee movement which began with the rise of
Hitler to power in 1933.

The Assault on the Jews

The first victims of the Nazi assault on civilization were the
Jews in Germany, a small minority numbering 499,682 accord-
ing to the German census of June 16, 1933. Although they
constituted only 0.8 per cent of the total population, they were
a convenient scapegoat because of their geographical and occu-
pational concentration. About 70 per cent were living in cities
of 100,000 or more population, and about four-fifths resided
in Prussia. Despite this concentration in large urban centers, no
German city had so large a Jewiish population as such European
cities as Lodz, London, Moscow, Budapest, and Warsaw, or
suchAmcncancmcsachwYork,Chlmgo,andPhﬂaddphla.
Since the German Jews were concentrated in commerce and the
liberal professions, their influence could easily be exaggerated.
As a matter of fact, they constituted only 3.3 per cent of the
Germans engaged in commerce, only 2.3 per cent of all engaged
in the professions. Only in law and medicine, traditional pro-
fessions among the Jews, did they constitute comparatively large
proportions, 16.3 per cent and 10.9 per cent respectively. But
though the Jews formed less than 1 per cent of the German
population, they played an important role in scientific, political,
and cultural life, far out of proportion to their numbers.

Against this helpless minority of half a million souls the force
of Nazi fury was directed. Those who had sufficient foresight
and the financial means migrated early with a considerable part
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of their possessions. Those who hesitated were first deprived
of the means of livelihood and of their civil rights and property.
Then they were ostracized and segregated, tortured in concen-
tration camps, driven out, or killed. By the close of the war,
there were only some 20,000 Jews remaining in Germany. The
Nazis went so far as to persecute not only those who were Jews
by religion but also those who hadl even one Jewish grandparent.

PROBABLY 4 OUT OF EVERY 6 JEWS IN
EUROPE WERE KILLED DURING THE WAR

Th1118

* Outside of the Soviet Union

Refugees who succeeded in ¢scaping from Nazi terror in
Germany to other European countries soon -found themselves
pursued by the Nazi hordes invadling one country after another,
and were forced to fiee again. The extension of Nazi domination
also stirred up new refugee movements from the invaded coun-
tries where minorities, both Jewish and Christian, were subjected
to the same kind of treatment as in Germany. What had taken
the Nazis years to accomplish in Germany was brought about
in Austria and Czechoslovakia in the course of a few months.
Poland became the central slaughterhouse of Nazi victims. Prac-
tically no country in continental Europe escaped Nazi domina-
tion or influence.

War and fascism have uprooted and displaced many millions
of people in Europe. Among them were millions seeking to escape
from persecution. Only a small proportion of them succeeded
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in escaping the Nazi terror. Most were killed, either directly in
extermination camps or indirectly through discase and starva-
tion. Of the approximately 6,000,000 Jews living in Europe
outside of the Soviet Union in 1933, over 4,000,000 were killed
by one means or another. How many anti-Nazi Christians were
killed is unknown, but the number was small compared to the
Jews who were the main victims.

Of those who escaped the Nazis, many found shelter in
various European and overseas countries. Some countries, such
as France, offered a temporary haven, and others, especially
Sweden and Switzerland, a more lasting place of refuge. Es-
timates of the number of refugees, Jewish and non-Jewish, ad-
mitted into countries other than the United States vary widely.
The following may be taken as rough guesses of the number
admitted, at one time or anothey; into the most important refugee-
receiving areas: France (m&'lmﬁng North Africa), 800,000;
Palestine, 150,000 Grea,EBntmhg, 140,000; Latin America, 125,-
ooo; Italy, 116,000; East African Colonies, 90,000; Switzer-
land, 80,000; Sweden, 44,0003  Shanghai, 30,000; Spain, 18,000;
and Canada, 6,000.

HOW MANY REFUGEES CAME TO
THE UNITED STATES?

THERE are no official figures on the number of refugees ad-
mitted to the United States, since refugees are not separately
classified under our laws. All zliens are admitted to the United
States either as immigrants for permanent residence or as non-
immigrants for temporary stay. Refugees are subject to the same
eligibility requirements as all other applicants for admission.
Since it is the motive for immigrating that distinguishes the
refugee from other immigrants, and since the United States
Immigration and Naturalization Service does not record motives,
it is necessary to resort to an estimate of the number of refugees.

This estimate is based on the number of arrivals in the United
States since 1933 who were born in what came to be Axis-
occupied or Axis-dominated countries. To this list of countries
Spain has been added, since its civil war led to a fascist regime
that resulted in a refugee movement from that country. Russia
has been included because many individuals who had been born
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in Russia but were living as emigrees in other countries came
here as refugees. The list of countries of refugee emigration
thus includes all of Europe except: Great Britain, Eire, Portugal,
Sweden, and Switzerland. If all the immigrants admitted to the

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF REFUGEES TO US.

GROSS ESTIMATE REFINED ESTIMATE
1933 -1944 1938~ 1944

A N SSSNNNNNNY O i

132,012 SFTMANY o05g®

e Bl 74

50,638 'TA"Y 21,672

97,597 rOLANDe 27|58

7

By,
'in .';J-'I 'gas
\ i 7

&m HUNGAIRY 5,461

NN e A

52232 33,215
318,235 TOTIAL. 243,862
EACH RAGURE REPRESENTS 10,00() PERSONS
* INCLUDES GERMANY FOR THE ENTIRE PERIOD 19331944 AND AUSTRIA FOR 1938-1944

GRAPHIC ASSOCIATES FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, INC,

United States from the refugee countries between 1933 and 1944
were refugees, the maximum number of refugee immigrants, as
seen in the accompanying chart, would be 318,235. Since, how-
ever, most of these countries were not Axis-occupied or -domi-
nated as early as 1933, this estimate should be reduced by
eliminating the number of immigrants arriving from European
countries other than Germany prior to 1938. This year has been
selected as marking the period when German aggression against
other countries began and it became clear that there was no
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escape from Axis domination. Thus calculated, the total number
of refugee immigrants admitted to the United States would be
243,862.

As seen in the graph on page g, the period 1938-1941
marks the peak of refugee immigration. After the entry of the
United States into the war only a few refugees were able to
reach this country.

In addition to the refugees iadmitted on permanent visas as
immigrants, some refugees arrived here as so-called “non-immi-
grants,” or visitors, on temporary visas. The total number of
visitors admittecd from these same countries during the entire
period of 1933—1944 was 293,9'76. Arrivals from Germany since
1933 and from the other countries since 1938 totalled 196,432.
Even if we assume that all of them were refugees, the number
of such non-immigrant refugees remaining in the United States
is not large, because most of these non-immigrants left the coun-
try. Only 34,037 more visitors: entered the country than left
during the 1933-1944 period. Some of the visitors who left
re-entered later onpumanmtvm,mwhch case they were
included in the figures of immigrant aliens admitted. Although
exact figures are lacking, official reports indicate that only about
15,000 refugees remain here on visitors’ visas. These are mainly
persons who were granted an extension of their permits because
they were unable to return to their homelands.

Aside from the refugees who entered this country under our
immigration laws, approximately 1,000 refugees were admitted
in 1944 outside of the regular immigration procedure and placed
in an emergency shelter at Fort Ontario, near Oswego, New
York, under the authority of the War Refugee Board. This
group was made up of persons of various nationalities who had
fled from their homelands to southern Italy. They were brought
here for the duration of the emergency.

Our immigration laws were not changed during the period
of refugee immigration. Neither were the quota requirements
altered. Indeed, owing to the economic depression and the threat
of war, the enforcement of our laws became more severe. A
new visa procedure was introduced to prevent the entry of aliens
whose admission might endanger public safety. Visa control was
centralized in the State Department, and all applications for
admission were carefully examinied. These new regulations were
time-consuming, with the result that often individuals were un-
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able to leave in time to save their lives. Some administrative
measures, on the other hand, were adopted to make the immi-
gration of refugees less difficult. In the case of children unac-
companied by their parents, the affidavit of designated child-
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caring agencies was accepted in place of the usual guarantee
of support by individuals. About 1,000 children were brought
over under this plan. In granting visas, preference was given to
those who were able to escape so as to make full use of the
places available under the quota. Our immigration laws were
administered justly. They were not modified for the benefit of
the refugees despite the tremendous urgenicy of the situation.
The figures given above refute the rumor that a million
or more refugees have been admitted to the United States. In-
deed, the total number of immigrants from all countries during
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1933 to 1944 amounted to only 528,549, and that from Europe
—the source of refugee movements—was only 365,955. More-
over, it is worth noting that during the period 1933—1944 only
16.8 per cent of the total number of aliens from Europe ad-
missible under our quota law have entered the United States.

EUROPEAN IMMIGRATION QUOTA WAS NEVER FILLED
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This was due to a strict interpretation of the immigration laws
because of the economic depression, and, later, because of war-
time restrictions. In fact, as shown by the graph on page g,
the total number of immigrants admitted during this period
was smaller than at any other period during the last century.

What Proportion of the Refugees Are Jews?

While Jews constitute a minority of all recent immigrants,
they make up a majority of the refugee group. Assuming that
all Jews from Europe were refugees, we find that the Jews would
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constitute 51.5 per cent of the gross estimate of the number of
refugees (see chart on page 7). If, however, the refined estimate
is taken, they would make up 67.6 per cent of the total, which
may be considered the more accurate estimate. This percentage
does not include an appreciable number of Christians who were
declared Jews by Nazi decrees. Among the Christian refugees
in general, there are more Protestants than Catholics, the ratio
being approximately three to two.

Nationalities Represented

The relative numerical importance of the various nationalities
arriving here as refugees can be seen from the chart on page 7.
The findings of the Committee for the Study of Recent Immi-
gration from Europe agree in general with the estimates, which

are based on official immigration statistics by country of birth.
In some cases, however, these findings suggest certain modifica-
tions. For example, only a small minority of the Italian immi-
grants were actually refugees, not more than 4,000. The Italian
refugees, therefore, should rank much lower. The Germans and
Austrians rank first among the refugees, and the Poles, Czecho-
slovaks, Russians, French, Italians, and Hungarians should fol-
low in this order.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE REFUGEES

Who Are the Refugees?

The refugees differ in 2 number of ways from the immigrants
who came to the United -States in the two or three decades
immediately preceding 1933. T'o begin with, they include more
women. A larger proportion of the refugees are forty-five years
of age or over. A higher percentage are married. Although the
refugee movement is fundamentally a family type, there is a large
number of separated families. There is also a large number of
young children, since their escaipe was made easier by the help
extended by various social agencies.

Refugees and Earlier Immigrants Compared

One of the most striking diffferences between the present-day
refugees and other earlier immigrants is to be found in the kind
of jobs they held before coming to this country. According to
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official immigration statistics, an
unusually large- proportion of
the refugees were engaged in pro-
fessional and commercial fields
and white-collar occupations.
“The proportion of skilled workers
was less than normal, while the
proportion of farmers, unskilled
laborers, and servants was far be-
low average. Of those who had
engaged in business and industry
before coming to this country,
anomc 25,000 were merchants
.md dealers, about 5,500 agents,

and 1,800 manufacturers. Phy-
sicians were the most numerous
among those in the professions,
numbering about 5,000. Other
Jprofessional groups included ap-

BETTER JOBS |proximately 3,500 college pro-
SEEK“.% {lessors and school teachers, 2,500
1/

tiechnical engineers, 2,400 clergy-
men, 1,900 scientists and literary
men, 1,800 lawyers, 1,200 mu-
siicians, 8oo actors, and 700 art-
ists.
In contrast to the earlier im-
Imigrants, a good many of the
E refugees who came here were
relatively well off. This was par-
ticularly true of the refugees
who arrived in the middle 1930’s,
[EAGER TO BECOME US. CITIZENS | when it was still possible to
GRAPHIC ASSOCIATES FOR rescue a part of one’s fortune.
e s &  |[Educationally, too, the refugees
were exceptional. By far the miost of them had gone beyond
the elementary school level, and nearly half had attended college
or graduate school. They were primarily a city group with a
cosmopolitan outlook, many of them having come from the largest
cities of the Continent. A considerable number of them had
traveled widely and knew languages other than their own.

1
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How Are the Refugees Distributed?

Although the majority of the refugees, like other immigrants,
arrived at the port of New York, they are to be found in prac- -
tically every state of the Union. Following the distribution pat-
tern of our immigrant population, they are concentrated in the
East, particularly New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and
Massachusetts; in the Middle West, especially Ohio, Illinois,
Wisconsin, and Michigan; and in the Far West, especially Cali-
fornia. They have settled mostly in the larger cities although a
good many live in small towns and rural areas. New York City,
the largest center of immigrant population and the main port
of entry, has absorbed a largier number of refugees than any
other city in the United States. The distribution of the refugees
throughout the country has been determined largely by the loca-
tion of their relatives and friends, job opportunities, and the
resettlement program of the various refugee service agencies.

THE REFUGEES BECOME AMERICANS

Difficulties Faced by Refugees

The task of becoming adjusted to American life is difficult
enough forthcordmarymmgmntmnatmalnmes. He finds
himself in a strange environmient, with different customs, laws,
language, and ways of life tct which he must adjust. The dif-
ficulties faced by the refugee, however, are much greater, for
he has been forcibly uprootecl and often has gone through in-
describably horrible experiences. He is filled with fears and
anxieties about the fate of relatives and friends left behind. His
adjustment is made more difficult by the spread of propaganda
against him from fascist countries, Being forced, in many in-
stances, to leave his pMQm behind, he often arrives here
without means and finds it necessary to accept jobs beneath his
former status. Thus, many a former businessman, manufacturer,
or professional person has had to take a job as a peddler, janitor,
doorman, or dishwasher. Many couples who previously had
servants of their own took jobs as butlers and maids. House-
wives who never before had been employed accepted factory
jobs and other kinds of work. Not infrequently the main support
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of the family fell upon them. Not all of the refugees accepted
these hardships with good grace, but most of them accepted their
difficulties with a courage that was truly admirable.

Assistance by Refugee Service Organizations

Assisting the refugees in their adjustment have been a number
of agencies and organizations supported by private funds. Some
of these were social service and immigrant aid societies already
established. Others have been created for the refugees to meet
the special problems presented by them. Some of these agencies
give aid to refugees in general and render a variety of services,
including temporary financial relief, loans for establishing busi-
ness enterprises and professional practice, retraining for new
occupations, resettlement in other' communities, and aid in family
and general social adjustment, in immigration problems, and in
job ﬁnd.mg Prominent are the large national refugee service
organizations with their local cooperating committees throughout
the country. Also noteworthy are the self-help and other or-
ganizations created and maintained by the refugees themselves.

Other refugee service agencies assist in solving the problems
of special groups. Important among this type are committees
aiding in the adjustment of such groups as physicians, scholars,
lawyers, musicians, clergymen, teiachers, writers, and artists. Some
agencies have carried on rescue and relief work overseas, either
aiding all groups or concentrating on helping in the rescue of
intellectuals, labor leaders, or political refugees whose lives were
in special danger. Other agencies have been concerned solely with
bringing children over and supervising their adjustment.

The refugees have also been helped in many ways by rela-
tives and friends. Only in the case of the special group in the
emergency shelter at Oswego have public funds been used, and
even here some of the costs have been paid by private funds.

What Refugees Do

A majority of the refugees ultimately found work in
business and the professions, even though many of them were
forced at first to accept menial jobs. Owing to the shortage of
manpower during the war period, practically all of those seek-
ing employment eventually found work. Often they did not
find it in the occupations for which they were trained abroad.
Yet practically all have become self-supporting. Among the few
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still needing financial assistance are those either too old or too
young to work and the physically or emotionally handicapped.
Most of the refugees are wholly dependent upon their earnings.
Only a small proportion have other sources of income.

Most of the refugees, according to the findings of the Study,
now feel that their living conditions are as good as or better
than those they enjoyed in Europe. This is particularly true of
the skilled and unskilled workers, the younger persons, and those
who have lived here a number of years. On the other hand,
among the professional and business people, the older age groups,
and those who have been here a comparatively short time, the
majority report their living conditions as being the same or
worse. Moreover, the great majority feel that their social position
is about the same as or lower than it was in Europe. Thus, it
wouldseemﬂ:a:mmtoftnelrefugmfedthatﬂlcy have lost
more in social than in economic standing.

Where They Live

The refugees, unlike other recent immigrants, do not con-
centrate in spcc:a] neighborhoods in the towns in which they
live. Except in a few very large cities like New York and
Chicago, they do not form colonies, but scatter throughout the
city. They do, however, show a tendency to settle in parts of
the city where others of their own nationality group live, taking
into account economic and social class lines.

In contrast to other immigranits of recent periods, the refugees
tend to associate much more frequently with native Americans.
This is unusual in view of the fact that they have been here
a short time.

Integration into Community Life

The striking extent to which refugees have fitted into Ameri-
can community life may be pxplained partly by their rela
tively small numbers and wide distribution, partly by their su-
perior educational and cultural background, but particularly by
their desire to become assimilated. Reports from communities
throughout the country reveal that refugees take part in all kinds
of community activities. They readily intermarry with native
Americans, especially with persons of their own religion and na-
tional background. Of those whoi have married since their arrival,
30 per cent of the men and 17 per cent of the women have
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married native Americans, unusually high percentages for a
foreign-born group. The only age group that experiences real dif-
ficulty in adjusting to American life is, as might be expected,
the older people.

Refugee women on the whole appear to adapt themselves
more readily to American life than the men. The women
are quicker in acquiring the language and adapting themselves
to new customs. They find it easier to get jobs. They accept
inferior types of work with more composure than the men, to
whom this means a greater sense of loss and frustration. They
encounter less prejudice in the labor and business fields be-
cause they are less likely to be considered as permanent com-
petitors.

Although the refugees have acquired a knowledge of English
with great rapnd:ty,thcyfrequalﬂym&atlmgmgchasbecn
one of their greatest difficulties in adjusting to American life.
This is because they are not confient with a superficial knowledge
of the language. They are very anxious to master it and use
it like an educated native American.

Refugee Children Adjust Readily

Most successful in adjusting to American life have been the
young adults and the children. Repom from various communi-
ties throughout the country agree that refugee children fit into
American life without difficulty and soon become practically
indistinguishable from native-born children. Principals and teach-
ers who have been interviewed| say the same of the refugee
children in school. They report that these children have learned
English in a remarkably short period of time, that language has
been, at most, only a temporary handicap, that they associate
freely with other children, and present no special problem. Many
of the teachers stated that the work of refugee children as a
group has been above average. They feel that this is due to the
superior educational background| of their parents and the value
the latter place upon education. They also feel that the refugee
children have exercised a beneficial influence by stimulating in-
terest in languages, art, literature, and scholarship.

Although most of the refugee: children have recovered quite
rapidly from the harrowing experiences abroad, some have found
it difficult to overcome those experiences and have suffered from
emotional upsets in various degrees. In general, however, these

16




emotional disturbances have tended to disappear after a while
as a sense of security is gained and unpleasant memories recede
into the dim past. Refugee children,
having few or no ties to the European
background but merely recollections of
an often unhappy childhood in Europe,
do not know or long for any other
life, as their parents may. They cannot,
therefore, think of their future apart
from America.

What America means to these chil-
dren may be seen in the following ™
story, written by a sixteen-year-old boy after nine months in this
country:

November 10, 1938, was the most terrible day in my life.
In the morning of that day [ went as usual to school. At 10
o'clock I went home, beaten by Nazi boys. It was on this day
the Nazis set fire to the Jewish synagogues throughout Germany.
Butth:swasnotmough.Atu ochcktheywukmyfatherbo
a concentration camp withoul giving any explanations. Later,
six Nazis came to our door, brutally expelled us from our home,
and destroyed everything in it.

My brother and I worked hiard to support our mother. There
were many days when we had nothing to eat. Those who have
never known what famine is ¢an’t realize what a terrible thing
it can be. Days, weeks, months went by, and still my father had
to bear the terrible life of a concentration camp. Just at that
time when we felt we could not endure the struggle any more,
my dad was released from the camp. We were glad to see him,
but the change in him was pathetic. His eyes were sunken. His
face was drawn and haggard. His hair was gray, and he had
aged twenty years and lost about 30 pounds.

After a great deal of effort my parents were able to send my
sister and me to France. .. . Finally the train came. A last
embrace and good-bye. One part of my heart was full of joy
because of having escaped frora a land of slavery, but the other
partofmyheartwasdark,fu][lofgnefformyparentsandall
my folks who were left behind. . . .

We spent two years in children’s homes in France. Fma]]y,
together with forty-three other children we were brought to the
United States. When we arrived at the port of New York, every
one of us felt overjoyed and our eyes were wet with tears, thrilled
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atthesightnftbislandoflibmrtyandjusticeforall.Mydm
were finally realized—being in America. How wonderful it was
to be able to sleep at night without fear of being bombed or
killed, to have enough to eat, and to be free as only in America
one can be free!

[This boy and his sister are still in a foster home and have
not yet heard from their parents, who fled to France and were
put into a concentration camp.]

The Refugees Become Loyal Americans

The refugees, on the whole, have sought to identify them-
selves completely with America. About g5 per cent of them
state that they have no intentipn of returning to their former
hmndands.'l‘lnproporuonm:s'wnhthc nationality and occu-

pation. Practically no German wants to return, and only a few
Ausmam, Poles, and Russians. More Czechs, Italians, Belgians,
Netherlanders, and Frenchmen indicate that they want to go
back. Artists, scholars, and political leaders predominate among
those who wnhmm:n.]ewamahncummnmommthm
intention not to return.

Nearly all have shown great ¢agemness to become naturalized.
Many of them took out their first: papers almost immediately after
their arrival. Only a few have failed to apply. Fully half of the
rcfugeuhavcbccngmn!edmmshxp,themhangmvanom
stages of getting it, This is a remarkable record, considering
the brief period of time they have been here. To the refugees,
most of whom have been deprivied of their full rights as citizens
in their homelands, and many of whom had been rendered state-
less, the attainment of American citizenship is a matter of great
importance. The event is often marked by celebrations, the ex-
change of gifts, and notices in the foreign-language press. The
refugees become enthusiastic citizens and show great appreciation
of the democratic principles underlying our government, con-
trasting, from personal experience, the freedom of democracy
with the tyranny of fascism.

Loyalty to the United States was also shown by the refugees
who had been here too short a time to become citizens and hence
were still aliens when America entered the war. Along with
other aliens born in countries with which the United States was
at war, they became technically “enemy aliens,” with limitations
on their personal freedom. Actually, however, they were “friendly
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aliens” of enemy nationality. This fact was soon recognized by
the Department of , Justice which, upon proof of loyalty, per-
mitted them to become naturalized. The refugee community
proved itself to be overwhelmingly on the side of democracy
and aided in the war effort in every way. The Selective Training
and Service Act made aliens as fully liable to service as citizens.
Eligible refugees, aliens and citizens alike, therefore entered the
armed forces to the same extent as native Americans. Many of
them rendered special services because of their intimate knowl-
edge of the languages, culture, psychology, and geography of =
enemy countries. Those who remained at home contributed gen-
erously to the various war activities on the home front. Important
contributions were made by scientists and highly trained tech-
nicians, either in government services or in private industries.
All regarded their contribution to the war effort as an expression
of the gratitude they feel toward America. ;

THE BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL
CLASSES

SINCE the business and professional classes constitute important
elements among the refugees, their adjustment is of particular
interest.

The Businessman and the Manufacturer

While most of those who had heen in business abroad naturally
desired to continue in it here, a number of them have been
unable to do so because of lack of capi-
tal, insufficient knowledge of English,
and unfamiliarity with American busi-
ness methods. But many have succeeded
in establishing themselves either in their
former line of business or in an entirely
new field. Outstanding among the fields
of business which refugees have entered
are: furs, leather goods, textiles, glass-
ware, plastics, jewelry, and diarnonds.
It is interesting to note that the diamond industry was transferred
almost completely from the Netherlands and Belgium to this
country.
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Many refugees showed great. ingenuity in starting new types
of businesses. In numerous instances they. have brought with
them or developed here new processes, and started the manu-
facture of products hitherto either unknown here or imported,
such as scientific instruments, precision tools, and synthetic indus-
trial products. Many refugee manufacturers, like Mr. S———,
produced articles that were essential to the war effort. The num-
ber of new products, services, and styles introduced is very con-
siderable. Some are carrying on here an export-import business
which they had previously developed in Europe. Thus, the refu-
gees have made a substantial contribution to American business
and industry, and their activities have been far from merely com-
petitive. Instead of taking jobs itway from Americans, they have,
like Mr. S———, given employment to a considerable number
of Americans, in some instances as many as 500 to 1,000.

The Physician

The physicians are the largest single group of professional
people among the refugees. In their case our information is based
upon a special survey made in forty-one states and covering 33
pu‘ccntofthctotal.Ailtdd,aihomﬁvcmdrdugecphy-
sicians, including medical studeints and nonpractitioners, came tos
this country from Europe between 1933 and 1944. Approximately
three-ffourths of them were specialists
in on¢ branch of medicine or another.

Refugee physicians may be found in
practically every state of the Union.
The largest group is in New York,
particularly in New York City. This
undoubtedly is due to the fact that
New York City, aside from being the
port of entry for most European im-
migrants, is located in one of the few
states that require only first citizenship papers of applicants for
the licensing examination. But @ large proportion of the doctors
have settled in localities with lless than 2,500 population. The
Study reveals that no physician has failed to apply for his first
citizenship papers, and that two-thirds of them, as compared
with one-half of the general refugee group, have already become
citizens.
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The professions differ from most occupations in that many
of them require licenses. This is especially true of medicine,
where the requirements are particularly rigid with respect
to both state laws and the regulations of the state medical
examining boards., American physicians, more than any other
professional group, have feared possible refugee competition.
They have, therefore, made the existing requirements stricter
for the refugees. While the restrictions have served in some in-
stances to protect the American public against a lowering of
standards, they have served primarily to safeguard the interests
of the American physicians. This is evident from the kinds of
bars that have been erected in many states. These include refusal
to admit to a licensing examination graduates of European
medical schools unless the application was signed by the dean
of the particular school, requiring certification of medical dip-
lomas by a United States consul, restricting licenses to grad-
uates of approved American or Canadian schools, requiring that
the country of the applicant must grant reciprocity to licensees of
a given state, and requiring internship in an American hospital,
even though the individual may have practiced for years and
won distinction in his field. In addition to being handicapped
by these restrictions, the refupm phymc:an has faced spcc:al
difficulties in taking an examination given in English, which is
a foreign language to him, long after the completion of his
schooling. This largely accounts for the fact that refugees have
failed more frequently than American applicants who have just
been graduated from medical sichool.

Owing to these difficulties—and additional ones, such as non-
acceptance by county medical societies and refusal of hospital
affiliation—some of the refugee physicians have been forced
either to give up their profession entirely or to accept laboratory,
hospital, and other similar posmons. The majority, however,
have succeeded in entering private practice. Most of them have
become general practitioners rather than continuing as specialists.

Although the competition of refugee physicians has undoubt-
edly been felt cccasionally, especially in some of the larger cities,
it has been greatly exaggeratec. Many of the refugee doctors
have settled in rural areas and small towns, where American
physicians have been reluctant to take up practice. Moreover,
the war caused such a scarcity of physicians that there could
have been little competition.
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Not only have American communities facing a shortage in
physicians gained by the coming of refugee doctors, but Ameri-
can medicine also has benefited by the achievements of many
of those refugees who were given the chance of resuming their
work in medical research, clinical work, and teaching.

The dentists have had a tougher row to hoe than the phy-
sicians. European dentistry, which is simply one of the medical
specialties, is technically inferior to American dentistry; conse-
quently, the refugee dentists have had to take training in Ameri-
can dental schools. Indeed, practically no state has permitted
foreign dentists to take a licensing examination until they have
completed such a course. A minimum of two or three years’
retraining has generally been required. Even after graduation,
the refugee dentist is not allowed to practice in most states of
the Union unless he has attained full citizenship. Those who
have qualified have never been considered by the profession as
oatsiders or competitors, and they have generally been very suc-
cessful. On the other hand, it has been hard for the older prac-
titioners and those with little money to get the needed retraining.
A large proportion of them have had to leave dentistry.

The University Professor and the Scientist

College professors have not ffound it hard to transfer their
skills to the American scene although, as in any other group,
some were forced to enter new occupations. Those who con-
tinued in their ficld had some difficulty
in adjusting to the American academic
atmosphere. As a rule, the refugee pro-
fessors have done better on the lecture
platform and as graduate-school pro-
fessors than as teachers of under-
graduates. They have found it difficult
to talk clearly, precisely, and interest-
ingly in a strange tongue, and to adapt
themselves to new teaching methods
and American democratic classroom procedures. In contrast to the
informal teacher-student relationship in America, the European
professor had often developed alloofness. He felt that the further
removed he was from his students the greater his eminence.

Refugee professors have frequently encountered prejudice and
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opposition on the part of their American colleagues. This was
especially true during the economic depression when job oppor-
tunities even for qualified Americans were very limited. Some
college administrators and individual faculty members often ex-
pressed fears that American colleges might be flooded with foreign
teachers, particularly Jews; exposed to foreign influences; and
polluted with foreign ideas. Om the other hand, many colleges
welcomed the refugee professor because this gave them the
opportunity of adding a distinguished foreign scholar to their
faculty at a low cost. And many American professors, aroused
at the Nazi attack on freedom of teaching and learning, did
much to aid their oppressed colleagues. 4
The scientists among the refugees
found it easier to get jobs than most
university professors because they had
a more “marketable prbduct.” They
have accepted positions in universities,

government departments, research agen-
cies, and industry.
Among the university teachers and _

scientists may be found many eminent
scholars of international reputation. They include eight Nobel
Prize winners, and several who have taken a leading part in
the development of the atomic: bomb. They have contributed
in many ways to the war effort and to the advancement of
American science and scholarship.

The school teachers among the refugees have found it almost
impossible to get jobs in the American public school system.
A few have found positions in private schools and institutions;
the rest have had to accept employment in other fields.

The Lawyer

Of the various professional groups, the lawyers have experi-
enced perhaps the greatest difficulties in making use of their
special skills. Laws vary greatly from country to country. Having
been trained in Continental legal systems, which differ funda-
mentally from the American system, the refugee lawyers find
it practically impossible to practice here without almost com-
plete retraining. A few of the younger lawyers have attended
American law schools and succeeded in entering the field here.
Of the older group who found retraining impractical, some
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carn their livelihood by looking after the interests of European
chents, by serving as consultants on European law, or by acting
as intermediaries between refugee cli-
ents and American attorneys. The ma-
jority, however, have had to leave the
profession. Some, after special prepara-
tion, became accountants; others took
factory or business jobs. During the
g war many refugee lawyers, like indi-

viduals in other professions, found em-
ployment in government service, where
their training proved a valuable asset.

The Artist and the Writer

The musician and artist have had less difficulty in adjusting
to American condlitions because they use an international medium
of expression. But not all have been able to find suitable em-
ployment or even to remain in their ficld. The musicians, par-
ticularly, have been up against limited job opportunities. Simi-
larly, while some of the artists have managed to exhibit and
sell their works, others have been forced to commercialize their
art or take other jobs. Some of these believe that there will be
greater opportunities for them in their homelands when con-
ditions become more settled, and therefore are planning to return.

Less [fortunate have been the refugee
writers. Depending as they do upon
the intimnate knowledge and precise use
of language, they can hardly be ex-
pected tto do as well in a new tongue.
Especially is this true of poets, p]ay-
wrights, and other creative writers.
The only recourse of such authors is
to have their works translated. On the
other hand, writers on historical sub-
jects and current events frequently adapt themselves more easily
to the use of English because of the more factual nature of
their material and the lesser importance of style.

Outstanding among the distinguished refugees is Thomas
Mann:

Nobel Prize laureate and world-famous author, Thomas Mann
chose self-exile rather than existence in Hitler’s Germany. His
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personal rejection of Nazi doctrine and distrust of it as a design
for living had found public expression as early as 1930, but it
was in 1933 after the Reichstag fire that Mann, vacationing in
Switzerland with his wife, decided not to return to his homeland.

His anti-Nazi stand met with sharp retaliation. His property
was seized, he was stripped of German nationality, and the Uni-
versity of Bonn revoked the honorary degree of Doctor of Phi-
losophy it had conferred upon him. Switzerland, Czechoslovakia,
and France extended hospitality to him, but he found himself
spiritually a man without a country, just as technically he was
“without papers,” and could not settle down in tranquility of
mind to live and work.

Then came a call from an American university, and in 1938
he came to the United States. Several years of distinguished
service as visiting lecturer in the humanities at Princeton Univer-
sity followed, during which time he took out his first citizenship
papers.

His literary production hasi continued without interruption
since his arrival in this country, and his work, which is translated
from German into English, reaches an ever-widening public. In
1041, in his sixty-sixth year, he retired to California to devote
himself to his writing.

Representative of -the finest qualities to be found among the
new arrivals, Thomas Mann has made an outstanding contribu-
tion to American life by virtue both of his unsurpassed literary
gifts and his strong stand for democratic principles. He is now
an American citizen. In response to an invitation from his fellow
writers to return, he has stated that he will never again live in
Germany. During the years of exile, Germany has become alien
to him—a land of anxiety and apprehension. He has recently
pointed out the obstacles to understanding between “people who
have only witnessed from withiout the Witches’ Sabbath of the
Nazis, and those within who have participated in its wild dance.”

In addition, strong ties hold him to America. Two of his
sons have served in the armed forces, and English-speaking grand-
children are growing up around him. Leading American univer-
sities have expressed their affection and esteem by bestowing
honorary degrees upon him, and he has built his permanent
home along the beautiful California coast, whose protection, he
says, enables him to bring to a close his life’s work.

Another class of refugee artists to whom language has pre-
sented a special handicap is the actors. Many could not find
work in their profession, while others who found a place in the
theater frequently were restricted to dialect or accent parts,
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which are generally minor roles. In contrast to the difficulties
faced by individuals in other professions, those encountered by
the actors have been due more to circumstances beyond the
control of the theater than to the discriminatory attitude of
the profession, which has a strong tradition of broad social out-
look and tolerance.

A few of the refugee actors have succeeded in gaining a repu-
tation which has assured them top places on the legitimate stage
as well as in the movies. It is in Hollywood rather than on
Broadway that refugee actors lhave been able to make use of
their talents most fully. The same is true also of producers and
directors.

WHAT REFUGEES AND AMERICANS
THINK OF EACH OTHER

What the Refugees Think of Americans

Interviews and questionnaires obtained by the Committee from
thousands of refugees throughout the country tell an interesting
story of their reaction to Amerfica. Coming from countries suf-
fering from a depressed economy because of war conditions,
they are struck by the economic :abundance, greater conveniences,
and luxuries in the United States. Having lived in fear of the
Gestapo, they are impressed with the freedom and security
found here. They are amazed tto discover that government of-
ficials are public servants instead of petty tyrants to be feared
and distrusted. Among the other features of American life that
provoke their comments are the lack of rigid class lines, the high -
degree of social mobility, familiarity between employer and em-
ployee, the extensive educational and cultural opportunities, and
the friendliness, cordiality, informality, and optimism of Ameri-
cans. They are much impressed with American democracy and
liberty, and express great appreciation of the opportunities of-
fered by this country.

Yet they find some of our customs strange and difficult to
understand; there are others which they dislike. They express
disapproval of the frequent changing of jobs, the lack of thor-
oughness, the hustle and bustle of life, the lesser regard for
orderliness, and the dominating role of money that they believe
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exist here. They are surprised at the amount of race prejudice,
especially at the treatment accorded to the Negro, and appalled at
the extent of anti-Semitism in this country. They are particularly
disturbed over such practices as restricted neighborhoods, hotels,
resorts, and schools, They find iit hard to reconcile such practices
and attitudes with the principles of democracy. Most of the
refugees—about three-quarters—report, however, that they them-
selves have experienced no discrimination. Of those who did, it
is interesting to note, the earlier arrivals experienced more dis-
crimination than those who came in more recent years. This
may be explained by the fact that the latter arrived here in a
period of full employment.

One Woman's Appraisal

Following are some of the impressions of America expressed
byaculmredGctmanwommmanmm

I was first of all impressed by your general fearlessness. Chil-
dren are not afraid of their parents, students are not afraid of
their teachers, men of their bosses. Women don’t seem to be
afraid of anything or anybody. Nobody closes doors here, or
erects fences and walls that might serve as a hostile or discrimi-
nating gesture. Even your houses look nw:tmg . « . People keep
their shades up for everybody to look in, and nobody seems dis-
turbed by the fact that his privacy can be violated at any time
on the slightest pretext.

The fact that everything in America is public at first impresses
a European as rather indiscreet. This is especially true of your
newspapers. Even your most {famous, most important men must
share their private lives with  their fellow-Americans. They are
under a magnifying glass all the time. The public knows how
many socks and tics they own and how they live in general. . . .

In the United States dreams are made to come true. The gap
between dream and reality is narrow, and while Europeans are
often unwilling to bridge it because they feel the result might
not live up to their expectations, Americans seem to know no
such hesitancy. . . .

If you make a mistake in America, your life isn’t ruined. You
have tremendous reserves and tremendous room. Americans will
greet a new idea or experiment with “why not try it” and, strange
to say, it does not kill them. . . . In Europe, on the contrary,
every mistake strikes back at you tomorrow. . . . If a European
is forced to change his job, he is apt to call himself a failure.
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Buthmmmosthfehutmmofoutstandmgutms
that they have had lots of different jobs in their lives, all
varied. .

Anotherﬂnngda.atnmprmtmeaboutthwwun&yisdm
great influence your women wield. This doesn’t mean that we
don’t have outstanding women abroad, but they rarely find such

business, at home they seem to lbe more or less content to leave

the management of their private lives to their wives. . . .
What Americans Think of the Refugees

The general reaction of Ameriicans toward the refugees may
be summed up as one of compassion for the victims of persecu-
tion secking a haven here. The refugees report that, on the
whole, Americans have shown an attitude of friendliness and
helpfulness. As the number of refugees increased, however, a
certain amount of antagonism developed. Refugees began to be
looked upon as serious competitoirs, especially by certain profes-
sional and wage-carning groups and in certain communities.
These fears were allayed with the increased demand for labor
brought about by the war.

Some Resent Competition

Nevertheless, a certain degree of resentment has persisted in
cutainquaxtcrsandagainstou‘taingroupsofrdugec&'rhisis
not an uncommon occurrence in. American history, since new-
comers frequently have been regarded with enmity and accused
ofpmgmdmblcmmdofaﬁumgmm-
petition. American physicians, led by American medical socie-
ties, have complained about the potential competition of refugee
physicians, especially where the latter have replaced Americans
who left for military service. The extent of the competition,
however, could not have been great because the total number
of refugee physicians, not all of whom were practitioners, was
only 3 per cent of the number of physicians in America. More-
over, the nation has been experiencing a dearth rather than a
surplus of doctors. It should be noted that many of the eligible
refugee physicians joined the armed forces, while others took
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over the practices of Americans with the understanding that
they would relinquish them upon the latter’s return. Still others
settled in small communities which had no doctor.

Complaints have also been heard about the alleged amassing
of wealth by some refugees dealing in the stock market and
real estate and engaging in other large business enterprises. The
number and effect of refugees in these fields have been greatly
exaggerated. Only a very small proportion of them are engaged
in Wall Street operations, andl a still smaller proportion are
nonresident aliens who under the present law are not required
to pay a capital gains tax. The large-scale real-estate operations
of refugees have been confined to a very few large cities, and
the amount of real estate they hold is relatively insignificant.
Leading American real-estate operators state that, on the whole,
refugees in this field have had quite a stimulating effect on the
market,

The "Cafe Society" Group

Among other charges leveled against the refugees have been
the conspicuous display of wealth by the “café society” group
among them, their arrogance, air of superiority, and ungrateful-
ness, as well as their habit of constantly contrasting unfavorably
their condition here with their fiormer social and economic status
in Europe. The Committee’s Siudy indicates that these typical
complaints and charges are limited to a few communities and
are greatly exaggerated. In most communities the number of
refugees is so small that unless attention is drawn to them the
community as a whole is hardly aware of their presence.

The refugee “café society” group comprises only a small per-
centage even of the wealthy, who are a very small minority.
While arrogance may be found among the refugees, as in any
other group, what is interpreted as arrogance may be due to
sensitiveness or merely to the difference between European and
American social habits. Ungratefulness is definitely the excep-
tion rather than the rule. The Study indicates that most refugees
feel a profound gratitude to America. There may be some Ameri-
cans who expect the refugees to show continuing humility, grate-
fulness, and a willingness to accept a low standard of living.
This attitude dates back to dealings with immigrants of earlier
periods, who were quite unlike the present-day tefugees in educa-
tional and cultural background.
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CONCLUSION

Effects on American Life

In conclusion, it is evident. that the refugees, making up
only an insignificant percentage of the immigrant population
and an utterly negligible proportion of the total population of
this country, could hardly offer serious competition to Americans
or endanger their way of life. On the contrary, they have had
a beneficial influence upon this country out of proportion to
their numbers. They have had a stimulating effect upon the
economic and cultural life of the nation. In business they have
started new types of enterpriscs, stimulated existing ones, and
developed new markets. In indlustry they have introduced new
processes and produced articles hitherto unknown or not manu-
factured here. Moreover, in botl of these fields they have brought
in capital and created job opportunities for Americans. A con-
siderable number of refugees, being highly skilled workers, have
contributed their skill toward the advancement of various Ameri-
can industries, notably those producing diamonds, jewelry,
plastics, textiles, furs, leather goods, and food specialties. In the
field of arts and letters they have introduced new forms of
expression and significant works; in drama they have created
many outstanding and successfial plays and motion pictures; in
scholarship they have extended the bounds of knowledge; and
in science they have made important discoveries.

The refugees have shown unusual adaptability. In a short
period of time they have gone a long way toward becoming
a part of the nation, presenting little or no problem to the Ameri-
can community.

The Refugee a World Problem

The end of the war has not meant the end of the refugee
problem. Millions, uprooted amd displaced by the catastrophe
through which the world has just passed, are dispersed all over
the earth. Many of these cannot: go back to their former homes.
This is particularly true of the Jews and a good many of the
Poles, Russians, Yugoslavs, and nationals of the former Baltic
states. For many of these the only solution seems to be to remain
in the present countries or to migrate again. In the case of the
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Jews, the problem is so great and so complex that bold, far-
reaching measures are necessary to solve it. Only by the co-
operative effort of all nations can' the refugee problem be solved
satisfactorily. A step in this direction was taken in 1938 with
the creation, at the initiative of the United States, of the Inter-
governmental Committee on Refugees. Another step was taken
in 1943 by the establishment of the United Nations Relief and
Rehabilitation Administration (IJNRRA), in which the United
States again assumed a leading part. The problem in its en-
tirety, however, has not as yet been adequately considered, and
a definite program for migration and resettlement has not yet
been formulated. In this program the United States, with its
tradition of serving as a haven for the oppressed, must play

an important role.
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THE BULLETIN OF THE ANSHE EMET

A New Generation . .. From The Ghetto of Warsaw

We are the legions.
the mrly'rad legions,
Ve o s
e are peo,
for whom no b!:nds played
and no flags waved
and no drums rolled.
We are the murdered Jews,
sons and fathers and children
and wives, who were put to
in the untold G ES OF
WARSAW.

We are the legions,
hosts upon hosts,
‘whose lie scattered
throughout the earth;
upon mountain tops
and furrows deep
aﬁtg in rel-;.lm seas;

newly opened pcxln
plnﬁk:d loose by a raging wind,

ve

tho we haven't sinned . . .
We were cut off
without reason or rhyme,
before our time,

Aye, as ever,

from age to age,

to begin another historic page,
we need to come once again
to gather our own

from the new fields

of bloody slaughter.

Every generation we come,

to gather each his own,

a father his son,

a brother his brother

and friend his friends,

to deliver each his own
from the bloody hands of man
Protecnve custody

of duth s oblivion.

But we do not rest!

Nay, and we shall not rest
until our quest is done.

No, we cannot rest,

for the martyred dead

never, rest,

nor are their voices ever stilled.
Theirs is that anguished ery,
theirs that tortured sigh
heard in the night.

Theirs are the flaming tongues
that light the sky,

theirs the challenging thunder
shouting why,

why were we slaughtered?

Why?

Answer, if you can,
vou beasts who walk
in the forms of man.

Answer, for you can no longer defy

this, our chal
Why were we%’

Am{ you, mad men, who slay
and have raped and tortured
and plunda-ed us for centuries
night and day,

wbetherbm in fury

or use of greed

or in drunken

Is this THE MIS

LWW AT CAW?

- We wept by the Elpllnm
‘and we wept by tlie“me

rather than defile

our, legacy,
from SINAL

*\ndtlmalmetsnm‘
Shma Yisroel,

. -Ah.ves.andfoi'&uwedmd.

We built Temples.

monuments to Gﬁﬁﬁhrj’.
and for this we died. ;

We created wonderous lyrics.

PURCHASE BOOKS FOR
HANUKKAH GIFTS

through the
BOOKSHOP

Books make fine gifts to children,
friends and service men.

psalms that annoint the soul,
and for this we died.

We had communion with God
and received His Commands!

“Thou shalt have no other gods
before me!™
For this we die, still.

“'lhouslultkac’l)theSabbathDay

But we are mncked and ridicaled,
but for this we die, still.

“Thou shalt not kill!™
But we are maimed and mutilated,
but for this we die, still.

“Thou shalt not commit adultery!™
But our daughters are violated,
but for this we die, still

“Thou shalt not steal!”
But we are robbed at every turn,
but for this we die, still.

“Thou shalt not covet!™
T ions are plundered,
is we die, still.
For lﬂ I:hs you kill!
For all this we die still!!

Ah, you creatures of shame,

you who debauch the human name,
and you, of the pious,

who think yourselves saintly,

and just,

who vet stood by and witnessed
the depraved lust of swine
withoat

you s now ofmercy
what a jest!

No, we shall not rest,
not we who are living
nor our immortal dead
for no matter how vile,
no despot can restrain
the weeping echoes
of the martvred slain,
and not until the tides
forzet to ebh and flow
or the seasons change,
or the winds blow
:’: the storms die .

all our mnrtg'e spirits cease

the conscience of mankind
with this challenge,

\ﬂ‘h ?

Oh , WHY?

Lillian Reznick Out.

Subscribe to and Read “The Reconstructionist” Regularly
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Jewish Book Cowuncil Announces
Book Month

that Jevin Book Bows b e
e 00 year will
be observed between November 10th and Sunday, November 19, at 7:30 P. M.
December 10th, 1944, It is the purpose
of the Council to bring to the attention

THE OPEN MEETING OF THE ALUMNI

of the American reader some of the out- PROGRAM

standing literary and artistic creations

Db iy tpici Jcwny wad Jautaian. Speakar. gt a Tt “LUCKY” RANGER SHERMAN
At the last meeting of the Jewish Book r :

Council of America, the fol Soae Veteran of mnetecn‘ hatﬂus,‘ -hol.der of many decorations

alectedastheoﬁm'sior{heywmﬂ- and one of the original U. S. Rangers

f the College of ]’ wish Studies, Clmr
o o of Je u
man; Mrs. Moses Purvin, member of An Original “DOCTOR I. Q."" PROGRAM
the Board of the Chicago Public Library, :
Vice-Chairman ,Chlmmrdng:‘tu, uﬁtoA r
of the Jewish romdc, rer, Anna at FRESHMENTS
L. Salzman, Recording Secretary, and Mrs. DANCESS s
Mmmu Cooper, Co Secretary.

omgumg president is the nowelist, -

Louis Zara

Among thoze sponsoring Jewish Book WAR SRVIGEW SN g CEMETERY BEA 'Tl?].fl
Month are Carl B. Roden, of MRSCEE}:ER OODSTEIN s LE | UL

the Chicago Public Library Rabbi Ben- ]
jamin H. Birnbaum, president of the Chi- THE WAR IS NOT YET OVER!

Rabbi , and Dr. gty etk . N UE SECTION
" Seman, Dircior of e Jewkh Peoe, | Many thousands of bandsges are nesd- [| SYNAGOG

. ed by our boys. .
o Wors ylfofdo your share in this war MEMORIAL
Mr, William A. Nudeiman, our Execu- efiort by “n:m%s to RED CROSS on

tive Director, is the representative of
Anshe Emet Synagogue on the

SHARE }
Book Council. s | 35> PABK 0«&
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—DISPLACED PERSONS

By Philip S. Bernstein—

Tue Nazi war not only destroyed 6,000,000 European Jews,
their homes and communities, but also left a tragic aftermath
of homelessness and hatred. It is estimated that some 30,000
Jews were found alive in the concentration camps by the
liberating Allied armies. They had neither the strength nor
the will to return to the landsi where they had lost every-
thing.

Repatriates from Russia

A much larger group, who later became the bulk of the
displaced Jews, were those who had been repatriated from
Russia. Thesepeopdehadﬁed from Poland before the ad-
vancing German armiies, found remporary haven in the Baltic
countries and in White Russia and, subsequently, were sent to
work in the interior of Russia—middle Asia, Siberia, etc. In
the fall of 1945 and in the Sprm!;of1946 all who could prove
Polish citizenship were given the choice of remaining in
Russia or of returning to Poland. Nearly all of them, approx-
imately 150,000 persons, elected to return to Poland. They
hoped to ﬁnd their families, their possessions and a new free
way of life. Instead, they discoviered that their loved ones had
been exterminated, their property demolished or confiscated,
and their hopes blasted by pogroms. The latter culminated in
the Kielce pogrom of July 4, 1946, in which forty-two Jews
were murderced outright by Polish men, women and children,
with the apparent approval of the entire community. Disap-
pointment and fear pushed 130,000 Polish Jews toward haven
in the U. S. Zones of Germany and Austria. In the spring and
summer of 1946, they were moved also by the hope, stimulated
by the recommendation of the Anglo-American Commission
to admit 100,000 displaced persons into Palestine, that Ger-
many would be the staging area for their emigration to their
ultimate desired goals.
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Still another group of Jews, stirred by similar, though not
so desperate, motivation, infiltrated from other east European
countries, notably Hungary and Rumania. These, together,
never constituted more than 15 per cent of the infiltration.

Policies of Occupation Authorities

In the U. 8. Zones the basic policy for the reception and
care of displaced persons was formulated by General Dwight
D. Eisenhower. As Supreme Commander of the Allied Expe-
ditionary Forces, he announced that “The liberation, care
and repatriation of United Nations displaced persons is a
major Allied objective,” and enjoined the use of all available
resources at the disposal of the military commanders to accom-
plish this aim.

This policy was maintained by his successor, General Joseph
T McNamcy. -Fwi.ng the ' , it‘rqmtlblc flood of
slovakia, into Austria and Gmrmany, he urdered his armies to
admit them and to take care of them.

In the British Zones the refugee Jews received different and
inferior treatment. They were denied DP status and treated
like the Germans. Energetic efforts were made to prevent
their admittance; on the other hand, they were not discour-
aged from migrating from the British to the U. S. Zones. As
a result, the British never had more than 10 per cent of the
total Jewish DP population of the U. S. Zones.

Only a handful of Jews found haven in the French Zones,
where their food and care were reported to be inadequate.

The Russians were alleged to have denied the existence of
a separate Jewish DP group. Very few Jews remained in the
Russian Zones. They were not anti-Soviet but preferred not to
be under Russian control.

The great flow of east European Jews was reduced to a
trickle in the fall of 1946. As contrasted with 3,900 who
crossed the Polish-Czechoslovakian border in one night in
August of that year, the winter months saw practically no
movement. Nor was there any substantial movement in
prospect when, on April 21, 1947, General Lucius D. Clay,
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Commander in Chief of the European Command, issued an
order denying DP care to any further infiltrees. This order
did not close the borders of the U. S. Zones to infiltrees, but
closed the camps to them. Henceforth, they were dependent
for sustenance on the indigenous economy and on the help of
Jewish voluntary agencies.

At this point the population of displaced Jews became
stable. On June 1, 1947, there were 156,646 Jewish displaced
persons in U. S. Zone, Germany, of whom 123,778 lived in
camps. In U. S. Zone, Austria, according to official reports,
there were 27,456, The British Zones in Germany and Austria
contained about 16,000; the French Zones about 2,000. There
were reported to be about 25,000 Jewish displaced persons in
Italy.

A!thoughﬂw:e ‘was no compulsion to live in camps, approx-
imately 80 per cent of the Jews preferred to do so because of
better care and greater security. At the time of stabilization,
Jews constituted approximately ene-quarter of the total DP
population; the other large groups consisted chiefly of Poles
and Balts.

The United States Army recognized a special responsibility
toward the Jews because of their special suffering. This was
due, both to the basic traditions and policy of the United
States toward victims of persecution and to the criticism of
their early treatment by President Truman’s special emissary,
Mr. Earl Harrison. Jews were given the following advantages
over other DP’, some of whom were alleged to have collabo-
rated with the Nazis: They were automatically granted DP
status and exempted from the screening imposed on others;-
their basic ration of 2,200 calories was higher than the basic
ration of the non-Jews, 2,000; German police were not per-
mitted to enter Jewish camps for the purpose of making
arrests; no raids could be made on Jewish camps, except with
top level approval; the trials of Jewish offenders were ordered
to be expedited; those convicted were exempt from serving
their sentences in German jails and were not subject to com-
pulsory repatriation; there was a special Adviser on Jewish
Affairs at the Headquarters of the Theater Commander, at
first Judge Simon H. Rifkind and, subsequently, Rabbi Philip
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S. Bernstein of Rochester, New York; on September 7, 1946,
General McNarney gave official recognition to the Central
Committee of Liberated Jews, their democratically elected
representative organization; the Jews were exempted from the
repatriation pressures designed to induce other DP’s to return
to their native lands.

By the spring of 1947, the Jews were settled in the following
installations:

Numbae: of alation alati
Installations Tenio00, | Toor total

63 103 67.
39 3.6 2.5
139 437 25.3
14 4.1 2.8
8 35 24
303 1579 100.0%

Recognizing the need for catnp administration by an inter-
national civilian body, arrangenaents were made for the United
Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration to assume
this function. At the height of ils program, UNRRA had some
4,000 persons in Germany alone, administering its DP activi-
ties. Its staff was truly international and, in many instances,
Jews encountered profound syrapathy in the non-Jewish per-
sonnel. The Army gave food, ¢lothing and shelter; UNRRA
provided administration and some amenities.

The need for supplementary services by Jewish voluntary
agencies was recognized not only by American Jewry, which
contributed the largest sums in the history of philanthropy,
but also by the Army and UNRRA. The American Joint
Distribution Committee steadily built up a program of useful-
ness, providing supplementary food and clothing, amenities
and medicaments, educational and religious equipment, as
well as immigration and other services. The Jewish Agency for
Palestine not only participated in activities designed to prepare
Jews for migration to Palestine, including the establishment of
Hachsharoth, but assumed responsibility for instruction in the
camps. The children were given a Zionist orientation, which
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reflected the outlook and the wish of the camp communities.
The Hebrew Immigration Aid Society offered various immi-
gration services. The world ORT Union conducted occupa-
tional training schools. The Vaad Hatzala devoted itself to the
rehabilitation of orthodox Jewish life among the displaced
persons and assisted a number of orthodox rabbis in migrating
to the States. The Jewish chaplains in the United States
Army, who rendered yeoman service in the early days of
liberation, continued to render special, though more limited,
services, as the time passed.

The Central Committee of Liberated Jews, founded through
the initiative of Chaplain Abraham J. Klausner on June 15,
1945, became a highly organized institution, prepared to take
over most of the functions and services to the DP’s. The AJDC
transferred to this body many of its functional responsibilities.

Health Conditions of DP’s

When liberated from concentration camps, the Jews were
sociologically abnormal. All the older people and all the
children had been exterminated. The intellectuals, the profes-
sional people, the leadership, the sick, the weak, had perished.
Chiefly those survived whose labor or skill was useful to their
captors. The handful of survivers found that their families
had been destroyed.

In due course the Jewish will to live asserted itself. Mar-
riages abounded. The birthrate: was higher than in any other
Jewish community. Despite lack of privacy and normalcy,
illegitimate births were rare. Im lands where venereal disease
had become almost ubiquitous among the military and civilian
populations, it was negligible among the Jews.

Their -health steadily improved. Flesh was put on wasted
figures. The camps were justly proud of the prowess of their
athletic teams. The children, especially those born in the
camps, were normal, healthy specimens. In the dreadful
winter of 1946-47, there were no epidemics, no deaths from
hunger or cold—a tribute both to their own reserves of health
and to the care given them by the United States Army.

It should be added that the normalization was partly due
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to the infiltration of large numbers of repatriated Polish Jews.
For the most part, these people had fled to Russia as family
groups. They escaped Nazi extermination and degradation.
Their old people and children, their rabbis and leaders,
survived. They worked very lhard in Russia, enduring many
privations, but emerged in reasonably good health. Thus,
they transplanted to Germany the sociological structure of a
Polish Jewish community.

Age and Occupational Structurg

The age distribution of the Jewish DP pngn'.htmn in as-
scmblyccnteu,nﬂrellm 1.194’73 ol

Age Group -mmum S Touu
Undert..... v B8 LN 6610 j "-, N
31-5.. ... ERERERE . [ 5,386 O  —
o T o ST 16,099 = —

Total, 0-17. . ....0vnn. &0 B I F : 28,005
T I, .Y 54,639 (men) -
KF 42,041 m)- —

DAL+ o st hf e siaminsy Wp ! 0 E 98,680
4Sand over.. ... icieiies l?ﬂ _
o Pl oen) =

TolE. o dodals - 12,262

Total, 18 and aver....... .., =l 110,942

GRAND TOTAL, 2 e s vuvsvnn *i d —_ 139,037

The Jews who were rescued from the concentration camps
were not strong enough to work, nor did they have the will
to do so. Under the Nazis, work meant slavery and, ult-
mately, death. In Germany they were unwilling to upbuild
the economy of the nation that had despoiled them. Both
their physical disability and their attitude found sympathy
among the Americans, and no special effort was made to
induce or compel them to work. But, as time passed, and,
particularly, with the influx of the repatriated Polish Jews, the
situation changed. They took over all the functions of the
camps. They became its teachers, nurses, cooks, policemen,
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garbage collectors, shoemakers, etc. Work projects were estab-
lished in a number of camps which produced clothing, shoes,
utensils, toys, etc. By the summer of 1947, it was evident in
most camps that about one-third of the population were work-
ing, which constituted over one-half of the employables. Con-
siderable numbers were enrolled in occupational training
schools. A study of the Jewish DP’s employed at their primary
skills revealed the following information:

1660

4886
381
603

Black marketing, it must Ibe added, also constituted an
occupation. Obviously, this was not peculiar to the Jews, for
all Germany—indeed, most of Europe—was in the throes of
the black market, owing to the scarcity of necessities. Further-
more, a rigid interpretation of regulations regarded barter as
black market. Thus, a father who might exchange a package
of cigarettes for a bottle of milk for his child would be regarded
as a Jaw-breaker. Nevertheless, because Jews were segregated
into special communities, where their activities seemed to be
condueted in a goldfish bowl, their share of “operators” made
them particularly vulnerable ta the charge of black marketing.

Political and Cultural Activities

The Jews enjoyed a lively political life. They elected their
own camp committees who, in turn, chose regional commit-
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tees. At the top stood the Central Committee of Liberated
Jews with a highly organized political apparatus which em-
ployed, in 1947, about 1,000 persons in its various bureaus.
At first the various committees were chosen, regardless of
party affiliation. Most of the top leadership seemed to be of
Lithuanian descent. In time, and reflecting the heightened
Zionist tensions, party alignments played a greater role. At
the Congress of Liberated Jews in February, 1947, the Central
Committee was elected entirely on a party basis. The Zionist
parties, reflecting the structure of Palestine politics, were:
Hashomer Hatzair, beth branches of the Poale Zion, Pechach,
Mizrachi, Gcneral Ztomsts, R.evisionists, and Aguda.

Camps ted interesting cultural programs. Lectures
and conoed:‘wmgweﬂbythmownpcoﬂemd by outside
celebrities. Theatrical groups sprang up. L courses
were prceomd Voﬁ:s-Umvcmtaten were founded. There
were as many newspapers and magazines as could be supplied
with paper. !

Religious activities cnjoyod a moderate success. Not all
Jews were religious, but more of them pa._ruc;pated in observ-
ances than would have done so in a normal community. There
was no Liberal or Reform Judaism among them. They were
cither observant Orthodexjcws or, Ifmdtﬂ'crcnt, insisted upon
traditional ceremonies in timesi of need.

One or more synagogues were to be found in all camps.
In most of the larger camps there wasa Mikvah. The Army
assisted in arrangements for Kosher meat. Many of the
smaller camps had only a Kosher kitchen; the larger camps
had both Kosher and general kitchens.

°  Despite their sufferings, the Jews did not berate nor deny
God. Nor did they indulge in the mystical escapism which
became popular in France and in England. They did not
become faddists. They retained a tough-minded, critical real-
ism about their universe, from which faith was not lacking.

Morale

Although some of the camps consisted of small houses, most
of them were converted German barracks. Large, drab,
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rectangular buildings faced an open square. Because bombed-
out Germany was overcrowded, both with its own population
and with millions of Germans ¢xpelled from other countries,
housing space for DP’s was limited. Frequently, therefore,
from four to ten people of different ages and sexes would
occupy one room. There was little privacy, few amenities.
Although health regulations required communal eating, most
people in large camps managed to prepare their own meals in
their own sleeping quarters.

The adults were short, by comparison with Americans or
Germans. In manner they were excitable, their emotions
casily arouse’%- Crowds ‘would quickly gather around a visitor
‘on 1 with ‘ugly quarters and limited

ifc was a constant sel 'Pﬁshmggle&ruimence On
the other ﬁy hmea;nlia of great generosity and
self-samﬁcq; ¢ &mp Mlem to admit any
On the fnngcs ol‘xmany _camps were numerous Jews who,
prevented from rqmrqma il thes particular camps by
maximal capacity regulations, were fed by friends and rela-
tives from their own limited rations.

The individual Jew seemed 'reasonably normal under ab-
normal conditions. As a mass, “however; they frequently
showed signs of hysiéna Wild, unfounded rumors spread like
wildfire, and were devoured. .Although they developed day
by day relations with many Germans, the men sometimes with
German women, they hated them with an unforgiving hate.
They were unwilling to accept iany plan which involved some
concession to the Germans.

The Children

The children were remarkahle. At first, there were none,
Then, rescue parties began to bring in from Poland those who
had hidden in forests, caves and cellars; those who had fought
with partisan bands; and those who had been hidden by
Christians. Most of them had undergone fantastic experiences.
One was thrown, in a suitcase, out of a moving train by his
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parents on their way to the extermination chambers. Another
was chloroformed by his physician father and carried out of
the Kovno Ghetto in a sack of potatoes. Others had registered
as Christians or Moslems. Many of these children had no
Jewish education and knew no Yiddish. Most of them were
prematurely aged and wizened. Under affectionate and
generous care, both by the DP’s and by the various agencies,
they soon became normal Jewish boys and girls. These
unattached, and usually orphaned, boys and girls numbered
over 5,000. They lived in special children’s centers. They
conducted their own vigorous cultural and athletic programs.
Their entertainments were imaginative and creative. The
other children, numbering over 22,000, lived with their fami-
lies in the camps.

Testimony of General Clay

Looking back over the horrors visited upon these people,
the losses they suffered, the ugliness of camp life, the dreary,
protracted delays in their resiettlement, and all the threats of
demoralization, these Jewish displaced persons achieved a
remarkable rehabilitation. General Lucius D. Clay who, as
Military Governor and, later, as Commander in Chief of the
European Command, obseryed them closely for two years,
passed this judgment upon thiem:

The behavior of ‘the Jewish displaced persons has not
been a major problem at any time since the surrender of
Germany. I wish that I could say the same for all other
groups. The Jewish displaced persons were quickly gath-
ered into communities where their religiousand selected com-
munity leaders insisted on an orderly pattern of community
life. Of course, we have hacl many minor problems resulting
from the assembly of large numbers of Jewish
persons in the midst of the people who had ca their
suffering. Moreover, the unsettled economic conditions in
Germany have made barter trading and black market
operations a common problem. Even in this field, the Jew-
ish displaced persons have not been conspicuous in their
activities as compared to other displaced persons groups or,
in fact, as compared to the German population itself.
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The Jewish displaced persons have on the whole estab-
lished an excellent record insofar as crimes of violence are
concerned, and in spite of their very natural hatred of the
German people have been remarkably restrained in avoid-
ing incidents of a serious nature with the German popu-
lation.

In view of the conditions under which they have had to
live in Germany, with their future unsettled and their past
suffering clear at hand, their record for preserving law and
order is to my mind one of the remarkable achievements
which I have witnessed duringt my more than two years in
Germany.

By the summer of 1947, the prospects of these people were
not good. UNRRA had expired. Gone were its vast funds
zation had replaced it, but with severely limited funds and
personnel. Under pressure frona an economy-minded Con-
gress, the United States Army was attempting the occupation
of Germany with substantially reduced forces, with no money
and little attention for the DP’s. The hcaviest burdensin their
history were falling upon the voluntary agencies at a time
when a reversal in economic tr¢tnds was cutting deeply into
their funds.

DP—German Relations

The continuing abnormalities of their lives in Germany
could not help but bring about some deterioration in the
relations of the displaced Jews with the German population
and with the Army.

Studies of Germans’ attitudes revealed that four out of every
ten would participate in, or condone, overt acts against Jews.
An additional four were ardent (German racists or nationalists,
easily susceptible to anti-Semitic incitement. In addition to
their anti-Semitic predisposition and conditioning, these Ger-
mans were confronted with terrible housing, food and fuel
shortages. They resented the displaced persons in their midst
and begrudged whatever they received. Although few overt
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acts occurred, the tensions were mounting. Anti-Semitic
threats, songs, abuse were again heard.

The high level policy of the United States Army continued
to be as sympathetic and as fair as could be expected under
the circumstances. But, on the operational level, difficulties
were increasing. The military personnel in the field had
contacts with DP’s only at the point of trouble. Because these
soldiers were usually young zind lacking in background for the
understanding of so alien and complex a problem, it was hard
for them to have a sympathegic or just evaluation of these up-
rooted Jews. Increasingly, as United States policy turned
more activities over to the Germans and, also, as German
girls influenced American mien, the Ammns were affected
by German attitudes.

Emigration a Compelling Nevessity

These external threats of deterioration and growing inner
dangers of demoralization miade it clear that the Jews could
not and should not stay much longer in Germany. But where
should they go? Very few wished to return to their lands of
origin. Despite the announted good intentions of the Polish
government, they felt they ¢ould not trust the Polish people
who had committed and permitted such outrages as the
Kielce pogrom. They feared, too, that their return in any
numbers to Poland would again evoke the same violent anti-

Responsible organizations and persons, including the writer,
explored various immigration possibilities. In most instances,
it developed either that the countries did not want Jews or
wanted such categories of labor as were not to be found among
Jews, such as miners and lumbermen. Norway offered to
replenish its slaughtered Jewish population, but the numbers
were small. France granted 8,000 transient visas. Other
European countries took a ffew. The United States, by the
reestablishment of the quota system, took larger numbers, but
altogether, by the summer of 1947, they constituted less than
5 per cent of the DP population.
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After much painful exploration it became clear that there
were only two realistic possibilities: increased immigration to
the United States and mass resettlement in Palestine. About
25 per cent of the displaced persons wished to emigrate to the
United States, chiefly to join their relatives. Having lost most
of their families, there was a natural and overwhelming desire
to reunite with the remaining fragments. The immigration of
some 60,000 Jews to the United States over a period of time
would obviously impose no hardships. In the early stages, their
families and the Jewish communities would take care of them.
Their work skills and native intelligence would enable them
to make auag\lcomnbuuonto American life.

Reset i wnthepaﬁm@cnﬁmqmch
displaced

the road to Zih ﬁmﬂe auenaptperﬁ:m:mlyteclose the
doors of Palestine would have found at least 50 per cent
prepared to oppose all delays ancl obstacles with their unflag-
ging determination to go there. 'There were no anti-Zionists
among the DP’s. Even those who were migrating to the
United States believed in'the Jewish National Home. Their
Zionist views rcﬂecthd the divisions in the Zionist movement.
Butnﬂofthembdmedmthcnuadforaeanngajewnhstate
in Palestine, not necessarily in alll of Palestine.

This powerful national urge expressed itself in steady and
growing unauthorized immigration to Palestine. The young,
the vigorous, the unattached went first. It was estimated, by
the summer of 1947, that 30,000 from Germany and Austria
had migrated toward Palestine since liberation. The obstacles
placed in their path were very great, but neither hardship nor
hazards could deter them, Out they went in growing numbers.

AM YISRAEL CHAL



It’s Up To You

1 130,000,000 dollars a year—or 400,000 dollars & day—

e that is the approximate sum American ra:j:ayer.r bave
been paying since V-E Day to maintain displaced persons in
European detention camps.

2 The displaced persons, 850,000 survivors of Nazi concen-
e tration camps and of slave labor battalions, are in Ger-
many, Austria and Italy,

3 They represent almost all religions. Some 80 per cent are
e Christians of various denominations; 20 per cent are [ews.

These men, women and children, victims of Nazi barbarism

» and terror, do not wish to iind cannot return to their homes

of origin, now in the Soviet sphere of influence, because zhey
fear oppression for religious ot! political reasons.

5 On February 12, 1946, the: United States Government offi-
e cially declared at the United Nations General Assembly
that it is against any forced repatriation of displaced persons.

6 During various United Nations debates, the United States
o delegation vigorously upheld this principle as opposed to
the Soviet delegation which fought for the return of displaced
persons to their homelands. The United States delegation won.
The General Assembly of the United Nations adopted the prin-
ciple that displaced persons are not to be repatriated forcibly.

7 The United States Governiment signed the charter of the
e International Refugee Organization which is to handle the
displaced persons problem. But IRO cannot solve the problem
unless immigrant-receiving countries make special provisions to
receive a fair share of displaced persons.



It’s Up To You NOW!

8 By remaining in Central Europe, the displaced persons have
® already become a source of grave misunderstandings among
the world’s great powers; unless speedy action is taken for the
permanent resettlement of these people, they will continue to
be one of the most serious dangers to the peace so dearly won.

The policy of maintaining displaced persons in concentra-

® tion-like camps is a crime against the unfortunate displaced

nationals of our Allies; a heavy financial drain on the United

States treasury; a threat to the position of the United States as
@ world power; and a danger to world peace.

1 0 There are smw_two blﬂls\m _Con ress which if passed
ewould s : nal

Stratton (R mi and §. 1563 sponsorec =bysl5g:lators Homer
Ferguson (R., chh) Josephy H. Ball- (R. Minn.) ; H. Alex-
ander Smith (R, N. J.); Johni W. Bricker (R., Ohio); John
Sherman Cooper (R., Ky.); Leverett Saltonstall (R., Mass.);
Wayne Morse (R., Ore.) ; Carl A. Hatch (D., N. Mex.) ; and J.
Howard McGrath (D., R.L).

1 1 These bills permit the United States to admit a fair share

eof displaced persons-to this country. H.R. 2910 specifies
that a fair share would be 400,000 people who would enter
the United States in a period of four years; this means that
one family unit of only 3 persons would be added to a com-
munity of 1,000 people.

12 The U.S. Census Bureau on August 15, 1947 reported
ethat 17 mid-western states had lost 1,031,865 civilian
residents in the past six years. The gross annual income loss
suffered by these states is computed at $833,590,610. The
400,000 displaced persons in Europe are skilled farmers, pro-
fessionals, mechanics, domestics and are experienced in other
occupations needed here; they could greatly contribute to our
economy by partially filling the void created by the out-migra-
tion of over 1,000,000 Americans.
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1 3 The total of 400,000 would equal less than half the

enumber of quota immigrants who could have legally
come here during the war years, but did not do so because of
the war,

1 4 During the 1940-1946 war period only 15 per cent of
sthe total world quota was used. In other words, the
United States lost 914,762 prospective citizens in that period.

1 5 H.R. 2910 would be temporary emergency legislation.

oIt would cease to operate after the four-year period It
would 7oz alter the basic quota law regulating normal immi-
gration.

1 H.R. 2910 ndapts ‘Eher otective mﬁiﬁiﬁus of the gen-

ecral uiumsnatfon law which screens immigrants on the
basis of health, ﬁafdff,__f__“ omic status and ';_Epgclﬁed political
beliefs. ; e =

17 Over 110 national orgwmzatzam, including the major
ewelfare, religious, civic and labor organizations, suppor
H.R. 2910.

1 8 Hearings on H.R. 2910 were held by the House Sub-

eCommittee on Immigration in June and July 1947,
Twenty-eight leading citizens testified in favor of the bill. Eight
persons testified against.

1 9 Secretary of State George C. Marshall in his testimony

eurged: “Now is the time to act.”” Other nations are
watching to see “if we practice what we preach” and will be
guided by United States action on the displaced persons
problem.

2 0 Secretary of War Robert P. Patterson emphasized that

sthe displaced persons problem was not one Congress
could decide to “accept or reject,” but one it bad on its hands
since 600,000 displaced persons are in the American zones of
Germany and Austria alone. He advocated immediate passage
of H.R. 2910 on the grounds of “economy, humanity and the
furtherance of world peace.”
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2 1 Dy, Samuel McCrea Cavert, General Secretary of the

eFederal Council of the Churches of Christ in America,
said: “The Churches are effectively organized to do resettlement
when larger numbers of displaced persons are permitted to enter
our country.”

2 2 Bishop William T. Mulloy, President of the National

eCatholic Rural Life Conference, presented statements
from 16 Bishops supporting H.R. 2910 and offering to resettle
displaced persons in their areas.

2 3 Herbert H. Lebhman, fotimer Governor of New York and

eformer head of UNR’R.A, stated that failure to pass the
Stratton Bill would benefit “the forces of disorder and chaos
already working to turn the Eumpm continent against the
American ideals we maintain.”

2 4 William Green, President of the A.F.L., said in his testi-
emony in favor of H.R. 2910: “How can we hope to
promote the ideal of democracy throughout the world if we
refuse to offer sanctuary to the refugees from totalitarian o i)-
pression. . . . H.R. 2910 will no ]f bm a ) adverse bearing on t
American won&max i ?%dj Pfurm;y, remdent of the C.1.O,,
added that the dlsplacecf 15&1%61‘13‘ would, in fact, stimulate
employment.
5 Urging passage of suitable dxspl'aced persons legislation
o"as speedily as possible,” President Truman sent a
special message to Congress in July 1947. The President de-
clared: "These are people who oppose totalitarian rule, and
who because of their burning faith in the principles of freedom
and democracy have suffered untold privation and hardship.
Because they are opposed to communism, they have staunchly
resisted all efforts to return to communist-controlled areas.
They look bo{:efﬂlly to the democratic countries to help them
rebuild their lives. We should admit a substantial number as
immigrants and join in giving them a chance at decent and self
supporting lives.”

26 Bills H.R. 2910 and S. 1563 must come to the floors of
ethe House and Senate for deliberation and vote. Ir is up
to each of us to urge passage of these bills.
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2 7 Write a personal letter, individually, to your Representa-
etive or Senator, explaining in your own language your
support of these bills.

2 Your letters should be written in the friendliest of

espirits, in the confidence that your Congressional repre-
sentatives want to be fair-mincled and that they are interested
in your views.

29 Be sure to make it clear that yowr interest is not in any

eone group or segment pf the displaced persons but in

the entire group as human beings without regard to race, creed

or origin.

3 0 Send copies of your. letter to members. of the Senate and
-Hau.r! Jommittee l_'"fwi_

Chairman =~ - ‘Hatley M. Ki:gore,wv
William Langer, No. D. James O. Eastland, Miss £
Homer Ferguson, Mich, Warren G, Magnuson, Wash,
Chapman Revercomb, W. Va. . W. Fulbright, Ark,

E. H. Moore, Okla,
Forrest C. Donnell, Mo,
John Sherman Cooper, Ky.
SnNA"rB Stm COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION
an Revercomb, W. Va.,; Chairman

. Howard McGrath, R. I.

Pat ran, Nev,
HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

Republicans Democrats
Earl C. Michener, Mich., Emanuel Celler, N. Y.

Chairman Francis E, Walter, Pa.
John M, Robsion, Ky. Sam Hobbs, Ala.
Chauncey W. Reed, Ill. William T, Byrme, N. Y.

ohn W, e, lowa Estes Kefauver, Tenn.

uis B. G Pa, %ouph R. Bryson, §. C.
Frank Fellows, Maine acl;o Cravens, Ark.
Earl R. Lewis, Ohio Thomas J. Lane, Mass.
John Jennings, Jr., Tenn. Martin Gorski, Il

ier L. win, Mass.
éﬁﬁnrd P. N. 1.

B. Wallace Chadwick, Pa,
Albert L, Reeves, Jr,, Mo.

Kenneth B, Keating, N, Y.

Edward J. Devitt, Minn.

Michael A. Fei Ohio
Frank L. C:I:lelfalhan’
Ed Gossett, Tex.

House SuB-CoOMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

Frank Fellows, Maine,
Chairman
ohn M. Robsion, Ky.
is B. Graham, Pa.

Emanuel Celler, N. Y.
Frank L, Chelf, Ky.
Ed Gossett, Tex.
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31 Follow up every reply. 1f asked for documentary ma-
eterial, write the national Citizens Committee on Dis-
placed Persons for such information and forward it to your
Congressional representative.

3 2 Arrange to see your Representative or Senator either in

ehis home district or in Washington, D.C. Tell him
how strongly you feel on the subject. In addition to seeing him
as an individual citizen, visit him as a member of delegations
of various organizations.

3 3 Secure resolutions_and petitions by the organizations
swith which you are nﬁdmtcd. embodymg support for

~HR. 2910;:”48'56 N
3 4 Send m,gz af ﬁé«%ﬂ&:&ﬂ{ﬂr}d solutions and reports
simen 10 newspapers in your

eof your visits witl nen. :
own community and to the na&t)ﬂal L ens‘ﬁorﬁm:ttee on Dis-

placed Persons.

3 5 Meet with editors, polmrmf leaders and other outstand-

sing public-spirited citizens in your community to discuss
the subject with them and urge them to give their support
to the proposal that 100,000 dz:placed persons enter the United
States a year for four years.

36.Urge the passage of H.R. 2910 and §. 1563!

CITIZENS COMMITTEE ON DISPLACED PERSONS
39 EAST 36th STREET NEW YORK 16, N. Y.

Earl G. Harrigon, Chairman
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A.F.L, CONVENTION ENDORSES STRATTON BILL; SAYS DP'S ARE NOT COMPETTTORS FOR JOBS

SAN FRANCISCO, Oct. 17. (JTA) -- The closing eession of the 66th convention
of the Americen Federation of Lebor last night w on record in favor of the Stratton
Bill, declaring that the legislation "+ ve an adverse bearing on the American
workmen," since "more than 50 percent of the displaced perscns ere womep and ohil-
dren. They will not be job competitars.”
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Jewish children in the Duppel Center, B
this week by the United Nations Special Co
medicines and other ftems sre supplied for the
s
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~ROCKY MOUNTAIN 1

Sunday, Sept, 14,1947

-

8|20 Showed Her Teeth=

CES T

skins as did Ma Maggard.

Ma wasn't very pretty; she
‘was buxom, had fisming red
hair that reached her knees, and
& set of false teeth that had a
disconcerting habit of popping
out of her mouth at inopportune
moments.

Buti she was a born organizer,
In 1859 when she heard of 3
thriving little town on Cherry
Creek, waxing fat on the dust.of
surrounding mines, she deter-
mined to go out there and start
a boarding house.

She gathered a party of fellow
Missourians, corraled material
enough for her boarding house,
and started ouf, charging the
others for the privilege of trav-
eling with her. Her group of 30
people in eight ox-carts and

wagons got on picely until they
crossed the ‘Neh:nk: line.
fl"HE very next morning, Ma
awoke early with a sense of
disaster. She stuck her head out

the wagon, and sure enough,

there was a large band of
whooping Indians swooping
down on the wagon circle.

Well, Ma threw back her head
and howled; and, since her voice
matched hzr buxem frame, ev-
erybody in thaf band of pioneers
awoke and leaped 10 the defense,

The men started
away st the circling Indians, but

Ma thought there was a betier

took one
look at the appa:ntion. then
turned and fled with one pur-
get as far gway as pos-
sible from that evil spirit that
flamed from head fo knees and
could take parts of its body off
&nd put them back on again,
And Ma—she calmly led the
band of pioneers on again lo
Denver, collecting an exira dol-
lar from efich one for extra serv-
ices rendered.

{And the Redskins Fled

COLORADO IikealltheWest haaﬁtssamnflndian
fighters. Some were canny, some were brash, and all
were intrepid. But none of them ever frightened the Red-

The Stars Sa)“

By STELLA

SUNDAY, Sept. 1. — —Born
today, you' have a wwemendous
capacity for work. Your
energy appears to be boundless
and you are never happy unless
you are involved in a dozen ac~
tivities all at, once. You have a
high temper which flares and
flames at the most unexpected
moments, You are sensilive and

take umbrage; aften, when none

is intended. Your greatest success
will come from dealing with
people. Remember that tempera-
mental moods do not sit ton be=
comingly upon one who must deal
with the pubhc Learn to control

tb&and you progress faster.

bave a magnetic person=.

am;, wlgu e not trank %

::.n—Ahvac'
vahhﬂbck m In‘h L Make

(Jnnc :n Iy 23}
"m #‘Aﬁ Worties in

L!:o c.m! a—Aus.m—l! pending
arver Hgnlbcant—Sad ey m‘ i

“[.'Enryﬁth‘ 1 want you refuse! You—you communist!'

3

¢

wam .d int

nds me of the camps,”
she said, ‘an involuntary
shudder. ud—mud all over
the place! Hud inside the four
blank

Rabbi Herbert Friedmn ot
Temple' Bmanuel. He nodded
grimly.

They had ¢ been talking for
clnsetntwuhaurso!thadis-
placed persons, the DPs of
Europe. They knew whereof
they spoke; for they had just
returned from Europe, where
he served ss a Jewish chaplain
and she worked with the Joint
Distribution Committee, a vol-
untary agency ope'mting under
UNRRA

.

* %
RABBI FRIEDMAN had much

fo tell of his almost two
years in Europe; but everything
else was dim and insignificant
alongside the one pressing prob-
lem of the DPs,

There were 10 million of them

in Western Europe at the close
of the war, and more than nine
million were speedily repatri-
ated.
. Now there are 850,000 hud-
dled together in barracks, in
hovels, even in old concéntra-
tion camps. The army calls them
the “hard core" {hat just can-
not be repatriated.

Most of them refuse to return
to their native countries because
thay know they will be greeted

rsecution, open or coverly
Ind a:ey know that, in these
“liberated"
Ydemocracy” reigns, this perse-

ecuntries where

1 ture'“fm&"ln place, but the Hahey touches, the signs of
'lvpiace lived in, Were missing,

mm&mjtood by the window. Outside the rain
beat down, gouging erooked furrows into the unpaved road
of the newly developed gection, The mud wae ankle deep.

- eution wm be directed against
them beca ‘une or their religion.

ABOUT 800 000 ut them are
Cathalics from the Com-

! ‘munist-dominated countries of
" Poland, Yugoslaviz and the Bal-

tic states. They know how cor=
dially the puppet rulers of their
hemelands would greet them.

The rest are Jews—250,000 of
the million left in Wesiern Eu-
Tope. There were seven million
before the war. And they are
condemned {o remain in DP
camps yet longer; for they either
have no homes to return to, or
are natives of countries where
the “No Jews” sign is still out,
despite the lessons ef the war.

Rabbi Friedman went over-
seas in April, 1935, and was first
attached to the Ninth Division of
the Third Army, where he aided
in screening DPs and setling up
camps:. He was then assigned
to the American zone of Berlin,
:vhiiere.he was the only Jewish

Jewish froops of the other oc-
cupying countries—England,
France and Russia—attended his
Sabbath services, supplying the
international - touc¢h. Rabbi
Friedman has an interesting
sidelight on thnt.

’I"H.E Rusaan wnrsh:ppers. he

noted, were as well versed in
the ceremonial as were the
troops of the other nations. This
certainly seemed to indicate; he
concluded, that they had not
been preventied from holding re-
ligious services for E:m:.

After a few mon!

he was trnnsfmed to Franktm‘t.

occupation: romaes. thhE

Jews. This is a group of 11
chosen by an
which was in turn

commitiee was formally recog-
Emd by the army last Septem-
eT.

acquire tools elsewhere; but,
said Rabbi Friedman, neither it
nor the army lift & finger
1o solve the one basic problem of
where the DPs eventually were
to go.

* L L

VES of rumorg

reguently
slnrt in the DP camps that
at last a home has been found

for them. To the Jews, il's
Palestine; for the Poles and
Yngnslavs, it's South America;
for the Balfs, it's Alaska.

Then enthusiasm mounis

eyes glow, ambition is fired, |
the rumor dies, and the DPs—
g Aoy B
wor ve to
lm: in hovels on charity,

Measures of hope have been
held oot from time to ttme. The
Stratton Bill, fo permit i~
tion of many DPs to the |
States, had the support of labor
unions, educational group
church organizations—but
didn’t get far,

Palestine is the one answer,
Rabbi Friedman said, to the
Jewish problem; nol only be-
cause it is the ths homeland—

-
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