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To

From

MEMORANDUM

€hal men of Local Fmergency Committees Date Jeanuary 10, 1948

Abe Tuvinm

URGENT — PLEASE FOLLOW THROUGH

Attached you will find copy of an advertisement which is to appear within the
next day or two in a number of New York and Washington newspapers.

The adveriisement desls in clear and unmisteksble terms with the vielous attempts
being made by Great Britain to renew the war against Israel and wipe out by
bullying threats and military meneuvers the victories won by the heroic forces

of Israel. What Britain could not accomplish through its support of the Arad
armies, it now seeks to win by & series of maneuvers and by the use of force.

Only an aroused public opinion in America can bring a halt to these nefarious
schemes. Surely the American people vhose hard-earned dollars heve been poured
into British coffers have the right -~ and the duty —— to demand that our
Government use ite great influence to put a stop to British efforts to reduce
the United Nations to complete impoience and to destroy the Jewlsh State.,

We call upon you to act at once,

Use the material submitted herewith as an advertisement in your dally news-
papers and local publications,

Have men and women of influence in your community write to your Congressmen and
Senators celling their attentlion to these latest attempts by the British to undo
by threat and force what has been accomplished by devotion and sacrifice.

Make this material available to your editorial writers and radio commentators.
Ask your ministers and rabbis to preach on the subject and wherever possible
arrgnge for publicity covering sucn semmons in the local presss

Ask for public expressions by your local, county and state elected officlals.

Ask friendly societies and organizations which have meetings scheduled within
the next few days to adopt resolutions to be released to the public press.
These resolutions should embody the pertinent points in our charges against
Britain and should call upon our Govermment to use its best efforts to put a
halt to Mr, Bevin's vicious attacks, The resolution should be sent to the
State Department and to the President of the United States.

" PLEASE PUT INTO OPERATION AS MANY OF THE ASOVE DIRECTIVES AS YOU MAY FIND APPLI-

CABLE TO YOUR LOCAL SITUATION. DO THIS AT ONCE. DELAY MAY BE COSTLY TO ISRAEL.
Please be good enough to let us have & Teport on all your activities.

Kindest regards. AT:RB
Enc,



BRITAIN'S NEW WAR AGAINST ISRANL

> The British Government is launching a new war against Israel —- even as
direct armistice negotiations between Hzypt and Israel are getting under way.

The evidence is clear and unmistakabls:

Great Britain has admitted that British troops have been sent to the port
of igaba in Transjordan. A long-standing truce has been in effect bDetween Israel
and Transjordan. It would seem that the British Government is concerned lest
this truce eventuate into a permanent peace between the two countries. If the
British~dominated Transjordan Arab Legion should re-enter the war at any time in
the future, it will be clear that Great Britain alone will be responsible.

There are reports that large numbers of British fighters and bombers are
being landed at Uafrak, Trangjordan and that British armed stremgth is being con-
centrated on the Egyptian-Palestinian frontier. Large units of the British navy
are being moved into the area and are maneuvering not far from Israell!s shores.

In addition, Israeli spokesmen have disclosed that Britain has been training trooms
in Tripolitania under conditicns identical to those to be found in Israel.

British propsgandiste are trying to mske it appear as if current British
military moves were "provoked” by the shooting down of RoA.Fe planes by the
Israelis. It should, therefore, be remembered that the aforementioned British
trocp movements to Aqaha were first disclosed by Israel almost two weeks ago.

Great Britain hag pergisted in sending planes into the battlefront areas of
the Palestine war, but assumes an air of righteous indignation when the inevitable
happens and British aircraft are shot dowmn. It will be recalled that both Winston
Churchill and Anthony Eden recently arose in the House of Commons to question the
necessity and propricty of sending Royal Air Force planes over such a "dangerous
and delicate" area. MNevertheless, lir. Bevin continued to send British planes into
this "dangerous and delicate" area. Why?

Furthermore, it has now been revealed that British arms deliveries to Egypt
during the last few months have amounted to ¥50,000,000 ($200,000,000) and included
shipment of the most modern jet fighter planes, naval vessels, heavy artillery
tanks, heavy caliber shells and aviation gasoline. All this took plecce at 2 time when
Great Britain was publicly avowing "strict neutrality" and meintaining that it was
not sending arms to the Areb countries.

The Political Offensive

These military moves should be considered in relation to the panic propaganda
which British officials had attempted to dicseminate in this country cn the basis
of Israel!s so-called "invesion® of Egyptian territory and the consequent "obliga-
tion" of Great Britain to come to Egypt's aid under the terms of the Anglo-Esyptian
Treaty of 1936, Great Britain had obviously hoped to induce the United States to
Join a renewed British move to bring about the imposition of sanctions against
Israel by the Security Council. In order :: achieve this, Britain warned that if
she failed to dring about the international action she desired, she would be
"compelled"” to act unilaterally in suppo:st of Egypt.

But =- to the great embarrassment of the British —- Egypt, while confirming
that Britain had offered to provide her with military aid if she would invoke the
1936 Treaty, decided to let the British do their own fighting for a change.

Instaed of invoking the Treaty, Ecypt proceeded to reaffirm her earlier denunciation
of it and, at the same time, asked for direct armistice negotiations with Israel.
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Great Britain has thus been forced into the open and stands revesled before
world opinion in her true role —~- the real enemy of Israel. She can no longer
cloak her own selfish ambitions behind the actions of the Arab states whom she
had encouraged to make war on Israel, The Arab aggressors have been defeated,

and Britain must either become reconciled to a settlement vhich will keep Israel's
pelitical independence and territorial integrity intact, or commit British arms
and troops to a new war against Israel.

Britain is seemingly choosing the latter course and is currently flooding
the American press with distortions and misrepresentations of the situation in
the Middle East. We believe, therefore, that the American people would profit
from a review of the facts in the war Britain has waged with the primary objective
of obtaining the llegev for her own use and exploitation.

Thig Is The Record:

ls Immediately after the adoption of the partition resolution by the United
Nations General Assembly on November 29, 1947, the British authorities in Pales~
tine systematically and deliberately opened the frontiers of that country to armed
Arab bands who entered for the express purpose of engsging in a military strugegle
with the Jews in order to upset tlie decision of the United Hations by force of
aImMSe

2. 3Britain also actively participated in this sggression by supplying the
Arab states with financial aid, by creating a stockpile of war supplies aznd equip-
ment for the Arabs, by providing officers and administrative help to the invaders.
Simltaneously, Britain made every effort to prevent the Jews from arming for their
own defense,

3« When == despite 2all of these Britigh maneuvers -- the Arab attacks did
not succeed and the State of Israel was proclaimed on lMay 14, 1948, Creat Britain
encoursged the Arsdb governments to launch full-gerle military invesions of Pales-
tine with the declared aim of over-rumnning and subjugating Israel. The attack was
led by the Transjordan Aradb Legion, a military force completely equipped, financed
and officered by Great Britain,

4. In the early days of the war, when the invaders were on the move, Great
Britain did nothing to bring hostilities to a halt, but, on the contrary, maneuvered
ceaselessly in the Security Council to kecep the Arab states from being punished as
aggressors. At that time Great Britain saw no viclation of the United Hations
Charter, although the action of the Arab states in invading Palestine wes explicitly
denounced as international asggression by United States Delegate Warren Austin
(May 22, 1948). Then the British worked indefatigably to induce the Security
Council to refrain from takting the action which was clearly indicated,

S« However, when the tide turned and the Isrseli Atmy repelled the azsgressors,
there were immediate British moves for truces, Isreseli troop withdrawals and --
finally, the bitterest irony —- attempts to impose sanctions against Israel for
successfully defending its om territory.

6s After Israel inflicted a serles of decisive defeats on the Arab ammies
and, in the course of one military engagement, sttacked legitimate military
objectives on Egyptian soil, Great Britain threatened wnilateral militery ection
againgt the Jewish state.

It is against this background that Britain's current moves should ve viewed.
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America- Mast Take A Stand

Whether or not Mr. Bevin continues his vendetta againgt Israel depends largely
on the stand which our own Government will now take, The United States, which has
accorded recognition to Israel and which has pledged itself to support Israells
claims to territorial integrity, will surely not ignore the latest British efforts
to renew the political and military offensive against Israel. Nor can our Govern=—
ment overlook the fact that Great Britain's current moves to frustrate the pesce
which now seems to be in the making between Israel and the Arab gtates, along with
her threats of unilateral military sction, flaunt the United Nations and its efforts
to hasten a settlement between the Arsb states and Israel,

American interest in peace in the Middle East can best be served by a fim

warning to the British Government to desist from its present policy of war and
intrigue against Israel.

AMERICAN ZIONTST RMERGINCY COUHCIL
742 Madison Avenue New York 17, N. Y.
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Chai men of Local Emergency Committees January 6, 1949
To Date

Abe Tuvim

From

“nclosed you will find a préss release issued today By the American
Zionist Fmergeny Council orn Great Britain's anti-Israel role and its per-
sisted efforts to destroy the Jewlsh Btate.

During the past year, both in the councils of the United Nations and in
the public press, the British have been respcnsidle for a series of manéuvers,
the clear objective of which has been to underminz the W partition decision
of November 29, 1947, and ghettoize the Jewish State.

The record of these scts is outlined in the release sent herewith and
yocu are most urgently requested to give this material the widest possible
public attention. '

It should be made the subject -f sermons ir both Jewlsh and non-Jewish
houses of worship and wherever porsible these sermons should be publicized
by press releases; 1t should be placed in the hgnds of high public officials,
county, state and national, to be used by them for speeches and stetements
for the press and radio; it should be made avallable %o radio commentators,
editors end cmlumnists and putlicized By a2ll other methods at your disposeal.

We cannot and dare met underestimate the perfidious ends to which Mr.
Bevinls snti-Jewlsh policies will continue to strive. Only an aroused and
fighting putlic opinion expressed through the press, radio and the public
and legislative halls of &merica can serve to keep strong the backdone of
American resistance to present end future British schemes to injure or to
destroy the Jewleh Siate.

There 1s a big Job shead, Mobilize all our friends and our workers.
Carry out this program without delay, If you need additional relesses or
other material they w!1l be supplied to you., Cell on us for any help you
think we can give tc make your campalgn successful,

Kindest regards,

ATiEB
Ene.
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PRESS RELEASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
Associated Organziations
Zionist Organization of America * Hadassah o Mizrachi Organization of America » Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion
United Zionists-Revisionists of America » Hashomer Hatzair o Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party)
342 Madison Avenue * New York 17, N. Y. = MU 2-1160

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ZIONIST MEMORANIUM ON BRITISH ROLE IN VAR AGAILST ISRAEL
CHARGES BRITISH GOVERNMENT IS ACTIVE ALLY OF ARAB STATES
BRITISHE THREAT OF UNILATERAL ACTION IN SUPPORT OF E;YPT IS DESIGNED TO INIUCE
U.S. INTO JOINING SANCTIONS MOVE AGAIUST ISRAML, 2ZIONIST COUNCIL DECLARES

New York, Jan. 6 == The American Zionist Emergency Council today released
the text of a memorandum charging that "the most recent actions of Great Britain
with regard to Israel have established conclusively that the British Government
is in fact an active ally of the Arab gtates in their war egainst Isrzel." The
Council ig headed by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, chairman, and represents all Zionist
organizations in the United Statess

The memorandum, which is being submitted to members of Congress and other
leaders of American public opinion, agsails the British Government'!s threat of
unilateral action in support of Egyptian warfare with Israel and declares: "Great
Britain obviously hopes to induce the United States into joining a remewed
British attempb to bring about the imposition of sanctions against Israel by the
Security Council, and in order to achieve this, Britain warns that if she fails
to bring sbout the international action she desires she will be 'compelled! to
act unilaterally in support of Egypt."

Noting that Israeli accusations concerning British troop movements to the
port of Agaba in Transjordan have now been confirmed by British sources, the memo-

randun states: "Having committed itself to the support of Egyptian warfare against

(more)
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Israel, it would seem that the British Government is now concerned lest peace
materialize between Transjordan and Israel, If the British-officered, British-

supplied and British-financed Trensjordan Arad Legzion should re~enter the war at
any time in the future, it will be zenerally undersiood tuat Gieat Britain alone
will be responsible.,” |

Declaring that "at thies time the American Government and people would profit
from a review of the British record in the war against Israel," the memorandum pre-
gents a six-point outline of that record, as follows}

"1, Immediately after the adoption of the partition resolution by the United
Nations General Assembly on November 29, 1947, the British anthorities in Palestine
systematically and deliberately opened the frontiers of that country to armed Afad
bands entering for the express purposs of engaging in a military struggle with the
Jews in order to upset the decision of the United Nations by force of ams. At the
same time, British representatives in Arsb countrlies incited and encouraged the
Arab states to greater efforts agalnst the Jews end the United Nations resoclution,

#2, Britain also actively participated in this agsression by supplying the
Arab states with financial aild, by oreating a stockplle of war supplies end equip-
ment for the Arabs, by providing officers and adminlstrative help to the invaders.
Simultaneocusly, Britain mande every effort to prevent the Jews from amming for their
own defense,

®3s When — despite all of these Britigh maneuvers « the Arab attacks did not
succeed in overcoming Jewish resistancs and the State of Israel was proclaimed on
May 14, 1948, Great Britain encouraged the Arab governments to launch full-scale
military invasions of Palestine with the declared alm of over-running znd subjugat-
ing Israel. The attack was led by the Transjordan Arab Leglon, a military force
completely equipped, financed and officered by Great Britaln.

"4, 1In the early days of the war, when the invaders weres on the move, Great
Britain did nothing to dring hostilitles to a halt, but, on the contrary,‘maneuvered
ceaselessly in the Security Council to keep the Aradb states from being punished aa
aggressors. At that time Great Britein saw no violation of the United Nations Char-

ter, although the action of the Arad states in invading Palestine was explicitly
(more)
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denounced s intermational eggression by United States Delegete Warren
hustin (Mey 22, 1948), Then the British worked indefatigesbly to induce
the Security Council to refrain from taking the action which was clearly
indicated,

*5. However, when the tide turned and the Israeli Army turned back
the aggressors, thers were immsdiate British moves for truces, Isruzell
troop withdrawals end —-finslly, the bitterest irony -- sanctions against
Isrepl for successfully defending ites own territory,

"6, Now that Israel hes infileted a series of decisive defeats on
legitimate military objectives on Igﬂ;tap soil, Great Britein threatens
unilateral militery action egainst the Jowish state.”

Pointing out that the United Nations truce "is being used by Sgypt es
a mere device o continue in cceupetion of territory ocutside the nationsl
boundaries of Egypt,” the memorandum states: "In the circumstances, the
Isreeli Government is naturally concerned liih 1he need to eliminate the
eggression within its territory and mthua:t t0 its existence. Ay
military action undertaken by Isres)i authoritiss and designed to expsl the
Bgyptian inveders from its national territory and to eliminate this threat
is a lawful snd necessary exsrcise of soverelgnty and is fully consonant
vith the fundamentel right of self-defénse ac.corded under internstional law
to ell sovereign Stetes and referred to in Article 61 ofthe Charter of the
United Nations,

"As long as the recessity for such self-defense has not pessed, it
would be unjust and unfair to irterfere with the conduct of militery
operations by one party only, permittirg the Egyptian forces to cccupy parts
of Palestine but prohibiting Israel from teking action sgainst the beses of
the enemy's attack, If this sttitude were sanctioned, it would emount to
nothing less thean assurance to the aggrossor that he may indefinitely cone
tinue his etteck in the krowledge that he will never suffer & counter-ettack
on his homegrounds,
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"We cannot believe that the Govermment of the United States or the American
people would for one moment sanction mo blaged and unfair an approach.

"It is generally understood today — despite the distortions and misrepre~
sentations of British propagandists — that Israel has no designs on the terri-
tory of any of its neighbors and retains but one objlective in its current
defense of its political aud-iarritoxisl integrity? pesece. The prolongation of
the conflict, and the resulting strain on the young state's economy, has created
an unendurable situation for Isrzel and its pcople — a situation which cannot
be further contimued if Isrsel is to maintein itself economicelly. It has no
altemative but to compel Egypt to megotiate peacs — and this all-important fact
must be considerad in connection with Israeli military operations in the Negev.

"Finelly, it is respectfully suggested that the Govermment of the United
States should refuse to lend itself, either directly or indirectly, either in
its diplomatic relations with the perties to the Pelestine controveray or as
a member of the Oeneral Assembly, the Security CGouncil, and the Palestine
Conciliation Commission of the United Nations, to any attempt to restrict the
freedom of Israel to eject the Egyptian inveders. Instead, it is respectfully
suggested that the Government of the United States, both in its direct relations
with the parties to the controversy and as a meuwber of the United Netions, should
pursue the aim of achieving an armistice and peace between Egypt end Isrzel on

the basis of mutuel respect of the respective territorles of the two States.”

#3582 - 1/6/49



“AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

MADISON AVEN YORK 17, N. Y.
MEMORANDUM
Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees p .. January 5, 1949
To
&be Tuvim
From

In furtherance of the memorandum sent to you om December 22nd with
reference to the situation on Cyprus, we enclose = radio script for a fif-

teen-minute pericd which we hope you can use for redio time to bring wide

.

on Cyprus.

We suggeet also that wherever the arrengement can be made, the spokes-
man for the radio script be a non=Jawish community leader sympathetic to our
cause. The materizl in the script may also be used to very good advantage
for editorial comment, news stories and other public opinion purposes.

We agein offer & program of activities to be entered into and urge you
to do everything possible to carry out the following:

1, Ask leading non-Jewish cit.tu:m_ of your community to send wires
and letters of protest to the British Ambassador at the British Erxpassy in
Washington.

2. Try to bring about the publication of editorials in your local news-
papers on this subject.

3. Ask yvur Christian religious leaders to preach on the subject and
supply them with the necessary background material.

Please keep us informed concerning all of your activities regarding
this most pressing question. The illega’ detention of our people on Cyprus
is another clear indication of Britain's anti-Israel attitude. We must do
everything we can to expose it.

Kindest regards.

AT:HB



RADIO SCRIPT ON CYFRUS

Ladies and Gentlemen:

In stark contrast to the recent season of "Peace on Barth, Good Will to
Men," 1 should like to tell you the story of 12,000 human beings who have ex-
perienced little peace in their lifetime, and even less good will, I am
veferring, of course, to the 12,000 hmpless survivors of every Nazl concentra-
tion camp in Burope, who, forty-four months after the termination of the war,
are still imprisﬂnlh.bahind.bamhql:ntsa enclosures and machine gun emplacements...
this time on the Island of Cyprus. Confined in close quarters, like cattle,
and deprived of all the comforts -- and, indeed, most of the necessities —
of existence, these Jhugah_nen. women and children are feced with the terrifying
prospect that for them life will continue in this dark, disillusioning pattem
for an indefinite period, TFor these 12,000 there is no escape. On 2ll sides
of them is the turbulent sea. Deyond the seas there ig life and hope, but be-
yond the barbed wire there are guns and death.

6f the 12,000 Jews now languishing on Oyprus as the unwilling guests of
His Majesty'!s Government, more than 3,000 are women and 1,000 children. The
rest of the group -- about 8,000 in &ll -~ is compesed of men of so-called
military age, who, under a British interprstation of a United Nations ruling,
are being detained becsuse their entry into Isrsel would supposedly be a
violation of the Palestine truce, It is important to note that the British
interpretation vhich keeps these 12,000 derelict souls imprisoned on Cyprus
has not been accepted by the United States Government or by any of the other
neutral members of the United Nations. Nor was this arbitrary British inter-
pretation approved by Count Bernadotte whe, you will recall, was appointed as
the United Nations Mediator in the Palestine problem, and who, in that office,

was charged with the esthblishment of a truce and its successful execution.



On & numder of occasions prior to his death, the late Count Bemadotte -
who could hardly de accused of unfriendliness to the British Govemment -
denied that the forceful detention of Jews on Cyprus was due to any request by
the United Nations Mediator., Yet, many months after the late Mediator ex-
pressed this opinion, and adoption by the United Nations of a resolution
urging that the truce be replaced by an amistice between the warring perties
in Palestine, the Jews on Oyprus still trudge their weary way as hopeless
prisoners of & new persecution.

Who are these many thousands deprived 4f thelr freedom and their right to
live normal lives?! What crime have they committed? Whose law have they
violated? These questions are not at all difficult to enswer, The 12,000
prisoners are the victims of Adolf Hitler, victims who were a 1little more
dexterous, a little more coursgeous, a little more astute, a little more
fortunate than 6,000,000 of their kinfolk who were slaughtered by the Nazi
executioner, These are the living, These are the one-cut-of-every-twenty who
managed to hide in the dark forests of Poland, the caves of Hungary, the hiding
places of occupied Europe., These are the surviving skeletons of Maldenek,
Buchenwald, Dachay and Treblinka. These are the ones snatched from the chopping
block by the victorious allied ammies,

How did they get *to Cyprus?! They were brought there by ships... British
ehips, Herded like cattle, beaten and machine-gunned by His Majesty's glorious
¥avy, they were transported to their present barbed wire enclosures because
they dared quit a cruel and inhospitable Europe for the one place on earth
where they were assured the right to enjoy freedom and a dignified existence.
These are the poor Jews whose luck ran out on them. Although they thwarted
death, they could not guite recapture life.

I should like to tell you the story of one of the inmates on this barren

island penitentiary. His name was Shlomo Chaimson, His lot was little differeat
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from that of the other 11,000 adults on Cyprus. Somehow, he was able to snatch
his body and soul from the gasvits and torture chambers of a number of Nazi
execution camps. When the European war ended, Shlomo Chaimson found himself —

at least figuratively —— a free man. Yet, when he tried to move about freely, he
discovered that he was still a prisoner of sorts... an unwanted, stateless Dis-
placed Person tied down by endless restrictions, curfews and new occupation edicts
Unable to retum to the city of his origin — where anti-Semitism droke out anew -
he was faced with the realization that he eould recapture life only in a new
environment — & new land.

It was during his tiresome and seemingly endless DP days that Shlomo Chaimson
mede the decision to set out for Palesiine —- the land of his people. This de-
cision had now become doubly complicated, for during his long period of waiting,
love came into his life, In the camp of his internment, he met a girl and married
her., Now more than ever, he was detemmined to reach Palestine.

Together they traveled the clandestine route southward, The road was long
end tortuous. Traveling at night -- through thick woods, past carefully guarded
borders, over snow-covered mountains —— they made progress toward their destine-
tion. This time, luck was with them, After a jourmey that lasted many months,
Shlomo and his wife managed to reach a southern European port where, with thousand:
of others, they were smugsled aboard a vessei heading for the Holy Land,

For several days, the little unseaworthy ship was tossed on the high seas.
Finally, they came within sizht cf their destination. The Holy Land loomed far
off on the horizon as a thin sandy strip. But poised between their vessel and
the shoreline were several small visible objscts which, as they approached,
turmned into sleek ironclad destroyers of His Majesty's fleet, Shlomo and his
fellow passengers fought vainly against the Eritish boarding parties., After a
brief struggle, they were overpowered and brought into the port of Haifa, Dis-

playing an efficiency leamed in meny such encounters, the British military
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authorities hastily marched the so-celled "illegal" immigrants onto other ships
which lay anchored neerby, Within a day they were again on the hign seas -- tais
time their destination was Cyprus.

On Cyprus their life was one of watchful waiting., Many thousends of other
displaced Jews had preceded Shlomo Chaimson end hies wife. They too were watching
the calendar and the list of eligibles that were occasionally included in the
small immigration quotas for Palestine, On May 14, the Britieh surrendered their
mandate over the Holy I.and.: Simultaneously the State of Israel was proclaimed.

At long last, it was expected that Oyprus would be cleared of its 25,000 Jewish
prisoners in a one-way passeze that would end on the soil of the new Jewish State.

What had been expected, however, did not take place. The British ruled that
ell men of military age would be detained on Cyprus indefinitely -- on the grounds
_that their entry into lsrael would be a -rlﬂ-l»ﬂm- of the truce that had been
established by the United Nations. Almost half of the 25,000 Jewish detainees on
Cyprus were included within this category. Shlomo Chaimson was one of those who
was forced to remain dehind, It 1s true that under the British ruling, women and
children were free to leave. Most of them, however, chose to stay behind with
their husbands and fathers rather thea break up thelr families and proceed to
Israel.

A number of femilies did make the difficult decision to break up and meet
in the new Jevish State. Among those who departed was the wife of Shlomo Chaimson
who was heavy with child and was to give birth within a few months. Somehow the
husband managed to convince his wife that it would be wiser and healthier if their
first-born were brought ianto the world on the soil of Israel. With many mie-
glvings, Shlomo's wife left Cyprus on one ¢ the last boats to quit the island
of despair.

It must be remembered that this prison island is almost escape-proof. The

area in vhich the detention camps are situated is surrounded by three rows of
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barbed wire, ten feet high, spaced at intervals of 100 yards or so by watch
towers mgnned by machine guns. Yet, desplite this ammed vigilance, a numder of
escap®® have been attempted. As the months dragged by end the British refused to
relent in thelir decision te retain men of military age, the attempts beceme more

frequent, In almost all instancas, thesge herolc, but fool-hardy detainees falled.

Only a few weeks ago, Bhlom Chaimson made an effort to breﬂ: out of the barbed

wire and reach the sea. He was ghot to death only 30 feet away from the last
fence. Among his effects was found & telegram announcing the dirth of his only
son, two days earlier,

Thus ended the short, unhappy 1ife of one of the world's 1ittle-known people.
The story of Bhlomo -ﬁh@m was not Il'l unusual one on the island of Cyprus. Its
tragedy becomes staric only when it is contrasted with the smooth pattermn of our
orderly lives here In the United States, But on Cyprus, this dark tale is one
of many tregic narretives, In that world of gloom the unhearable is nomal,

To the people on Cyprus, one day i}t very much like the other., They wake up.
They wash. They walk around. They converse. They eat. They read. But most
of all they wait. #oms of them have walted for almost two years, BSome of them
for no more than seven manthe. Yet, the duration of their waiting 1s relatively
unimportant. What is vitsl i1s the need for an immediate change of heart among the
people with the guns and the barbed wire. Waat is needed now is the immediate
mags tranefer of avery person intemed on Oyprus to the land of Israel -— in whose
name they sacrificed so much and for so long.

We can all help in the reslization of this dream. By sending a card, letter
or telegram to the British Ambassador in Washington, we can convey our feeling
that the people intermed on Cyprus have been there far, far too long. Only by a
concerted effort on our pert can we hasten their deperture. That is the least we
can do to alleviate the anguish and suffering of human beings who have lived so
long with suffering, pain and tragedy.
1/5/49 :



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNGCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

To

From

MEMORANDUM
Chal men of Local Emergency Committees Date December 22, 1948
Abe Tuvim
ACTION ON CYPRUS

Today's prese includes the following dispatch from Londont "The British Govern-
ment has no intention of relaxing at present its prectices govermning the release
of Jewlsh refugees interned on Cyprus . . ." (JTA),

Despite all personal eppeals, the British Government is continuing its illegal
and inhmmen policy of holding more than 11,000 men, women and children on Cyprus
- only a day's journey by sea from Israel, which is willing and anxious to
regeive them, Thie attitude 1s all the more outrageous when we consider that
even those lame arguments which were advanced bty the British Mandatory Govern-
ment in "justification® of its Uyprus deportation policy no longer exist, The
Britich Mandate for Palestine has been dead for a half year.

Furthermore, the 11,000 Jewish refugees on Cyprus are still treated as criminals.
Their living conditlons are intclerable, They are subjected to degradation,
penned up and guarded by soldiers, denied the most elementary requirements for
human dignity and seli-respect. This ie being done to people who merely wished
to end their DP existence and to live as free men in their own homeland,

Great Britain's criminel policy must not be pemitted to continue. We must now
redouble our efforts to bring about the release of the Cyprus detainees and their
resettlement in Isreel., To that end we are suggesting the following program of
actioni

1. Ask leading non-Jewigh citigene of your community to eend wires and letters
of protest to the British Ambassador at the British Fmbassy in Wachington, After
your publie officiels and other Christiasr leaders become aware of the facts con-
eceming the refugees on Cyprus, many of them will be glad to register their
protest with the Britich Government and to demand the release of the internees
and their emigration to Isruel.

2, Try to bring about the pudblication of editorisls in your local newspapers

on this subject: In addition to the facts contained in this memorandum, you will
ghortly receive other background material on this {issue, Please make this
material available to your editors, columnists, and radio commentators. If news-
paper comment results from your efforts please make certain that copies of the
eiitorials are sent to the British Ambassador in Washington.

3. Ask your Chrietien relizious leaders to preach on the subject and eupply
them with the necessary badkcground material.

4, Try to obtain local radio time, prefei:bly for a non-Jewish leader, If you
succead in making such arrangements with your radio station and are in need of
script material, please communicate with us and the draft of an address will be
forwarded to you without delay.

Finally, we urge you to keep us infomed conceming all of your activities re-
garding this most pressing question.

[

Regards, i
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To

From

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

\ 342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.
\;m.

MEMORANDUM

Chairmen of Local Bmergency Committees Date December 14, 1948

Abe Tuvim

Attached you will find a report of the activities of the Amerlcan Zionist
Emergency Council which was delivered at & meeting of the Administrative Council
of the Zionist Organization of America st the Hotel New Yorker on Sunday,
December 12th.

Vhile the report does not convey the full scope of the Council's activities, it
does indicate some of the highlights in our work during the period following
the November 29th decision of the United Nations General Assembly.

A better understending of Emergency Council work may be brought about if the
report is read at meetings of your Zionist groups.

Eindest regards,

AT: BB
Enc.



REPORT OF ACTIVITIES OF THE
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

by

ATE TOVIM
Executive Director

Delivered before the Administrative Comncil

of the Zicnist Organization of America
Sunday, December 12, 1948

The Lnar'.ican Zionist Emergency Council has just completed amother year
of activities, many of which played a most vitel role in the political achieve~
ments of the Jewish state since the partition decision of the United Nations
General Assembly. Throughout this entire period the Emergency Council worked
in close cooperation with the Jewish Agency for Palestine and the representa-
tives of the Govermnment of Israel, thereby ensuring coordinsted efforts in
Israel's behelf,

Before the last echo of the affimative votes at Lake Success passed
into history on November 29, 1947, a congpiracy was already being hatched to
undermine the partition resolution, One of the chief functions of the Emergenc;
Council is to detect and anticipate sdverse developmente and to be prepared to
meet them. Consequently, only a short time after the partition decision the
Council found it necessary to call a nationsl conference in Washington which
was held on February 16, 1948 and which sought to prepare our people for the
treachery shead.

That conference served to re-mobilize our political forces snd to serve
notice on our enemies that we were taking up thelr new challenge.

We began a widespread campaign of education -- with articles and occe-
sional full page advertisements in the nation's press, with speskers over the
radio and on lecture platforms throughout America, with a program enlisting

the active support of our friends in Congress and other leaders of public
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opinion., This campalgn resulted in a stream of favorable editorial comment
in the press and continued sympathy on the part of the general public.

The March 19th reversal of the United States was a severe shock for our
people. Our movement had gone through years of unabated emotional! strain —
campaign had succeeded campaizn —— and the partition resolution had given
many the long-awalted feeling that the job was over, that the time had come
te enjoy the fruits of victory. The U, S. about-face, therefore, produced
a rude awakening for the battle-weary veterans of our political strugzle.

Furthemore, the State Department propecendists represented the new U. S,
proposale for "tmce" and trusteeship in a very "reasonable" light and they
proceeded to circulate argiments defending the new policy as vital to "American
interest". We were, therefore, faced with & two-fold task. Not only was 1t ‘
necessary to restore the fervor and effectiveness of Zionist cempsigning, but
it was also necessary to @irect our cempeign ageinst our own U, 8, Administration,

That we succeeded in this is a tribute to onr lesdership. But it is not
the victory of any single nﬁan. even though ome man foresaw the tasks shead and
sought, in a thousand end one weys, to prepere our people for it. No, this
was not merely a victory for Dr. Abba Eillel Silver -- or for any single party
in 2ionism. It wes a victory for all parties. It was also a demonstration
of the unity and discipline vhich the American Zionist Emergency Council has
brought about in the ranks of Zionist parties. In view of this record, it is
somewhat strenge that some individuals and groups should have put forward the
contention that the Emergency Council has outlived its usefulness. It has
become quite clear, however, that such individuals esnd parties have been
actuated, not by realities, but by internal political consideraticns. We may
indeed be thankful that there have been men like Dr., Silver and Dr. Neumann
who have fought, and who continue to fight, to maintein the one body capable

of coping with the political problems confronting American Zionism,



-3-

The struggle to reverse the reversal was long and arduous. At no time
prior to this campaign was there such a charp and immediate public reaction to
events conceming Falestine. The press was almost unanimous in its denunciation
of the Administration. All over the country veterans joined Zionist groups in
protest marches. In New York half a million people tummed out for one of the
most stirring demonstrations ever held in the city. Police estimates established
that there had never been a larger or more effective parade of this type. Its
message reverherated around the world.

The veterans parade was followed by a day of mobilization and prayer, when
Jews gathered in thounsends of synagtgues throughout the country. Following
this, the Government anc the United States Delegation to the United Nations
were flooded with letters, telezrames and postcards. It wes learned that in one
day the State Department alone received 86,000 wires and it is generally believed
that it received over a million wires within two months after the reverseal.

On April 12th the World Zionist Actions Committee issued its proclamation
announcing to the world that with the termmination of the Mandate the Jewich
Btate would be established. And on May 15th the State of Israel came into being
and was imnediately recognized by President Truman., The preceding months of
toil had not been in vain! We gave expression to the joy felt by the entire
Jewish people at the memorsble rally in Madison Square Garden, and in other
rallies throughout the country.

But, slthough we were haypy over the realistic act of the President of
the United States, we were not lulled into inaction., We knew that sinister
forces were still at work and while we were ready to give thenks to the Fresi-
dent for his act of recognition, it was still necessary to attack those forces.
Qur campaien continned,

An indication of the extent of that cempaign may be obtained by recalling

the reaction in Congress. It was at that time that Senator Bridges, ably
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supported by others in the Senate, demanded that American economic aid to
Britain be investigated in order to ascertain whether such aid was being used
by Britsin to arm the Arabs and whether American money was being used to defeat
the purposes exprested time and again by the Government. Senator Bridges'
demands created consternation in British circles.

We began another series of full page ads, One of them was called "Operation
Anmputation" and it exposed the loung series of mesneuvers by the British, aided
end sbetted by the U. 5. State Department, to circumvent the United Nations
decision.

At the same time, we begen the effort to bring about the inclusion of
planks én Israel in the heqocz;gm and Republicen party platforms. This vas
no eesy task. It occupied the best minds and the best abilities of our move-
ment. Our enemies them, as now, were sctive in the lend. But organized Zionism
again prevailed, and it prevailed only because under the courageous direction
of our leaders the Jews of Meﬁea had achieved political maturity. They were
no longer being carried in the vest pockets of those vho ceame, hat in hand, to
ask for favors. We were a fighting force — 2a determined force, a force to
be reckoned with,

Then we came to the Bernadotte period. Even we of the Council, who should
have grown accustomed to critical situastions, found ourselves in the midst of
one wvhich was most difficult. There is no intention here to speek ill of the
dead., But it must be said thst, wittingly or unwittirgly, Count Bemadotte
did not serve the purpose for which he was chosen. Long before his report
was made —— long before his untimely and regrettable death — we knew that
we could not look forward to & just resoluticn of the problem from him. We
sald so in no uncertein terms. But there was no guestion that the manner of
his death provided our enemies with a rallying point for their nefarious

schemes against Israel,
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That we overceme the effects of the assassination of Count Bernadotte and
re~established our position in public opinion is a2 tridute to Zionist resiliency,
When we thought of the heroism of fighting Israel, when we thousht of those boys
and girls in thelr teens writing an unforgettable chapter of hlsbory, it was
little enough for us to try to overcome any political setbeck, arnd we did,

The.Beruadot.te report, and its unequivocal endorsement by Secretary Marshall
was another, in the series of United States reversals. It called for another
campaign, We asked the Jews of America to cry out agzinst this last-minute
effort to make a ghetto of the Jewlsh State —— an effort to restrict its growth
and development -- to deny 1t the right and the possibility to repatriate and
rehabilitate the Jewish refugees for whom there is no future except in Israel.

Another series of ads was spread throughout the country. Perhsps the most
effective of these was the one which, by the reproduction of four maps, showed
most graphically what the enemies of Israel were endeavoring to accomplish, It
is generglly believed that this ad went a long wey toward bringing about a clear
understanding of the protlem. At the same time, hundreds of thousands of addi-
tional telegrams and letters were pouring in on Washington. Every candidate
for locel, state and federal office was approsched by representatives of the
Jewish communities and the Zionist bodies. 'The unity of the Jewish community
was at its highest point. Even groups which in the past hed hardly shown an
active interest threw themselves into this desperate effort.

At the same time, other activities were being carried forward. 3Both candi-
dates for the Presidency of the United States were being asked to reaffimm the
Palestine ;:lanlcs in their platforms. They were being asked to do this in every
city and town in vwhich they appeared, They were literally bombarded with demands
for this re-statement, not only by Jews but by non-Jews as well. The press of
the country took up the issue znd radio commentators showed no hesitancy in

pointing up the fact that neither of the candidates had acted as yet.
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The names of the individusls who intervened in our behalf would constitute
e "Who'!s Who" in the political and business 1life of America.

Finslly, the resistsnce broke. On October 22nd, Govemor Thomas E. Dewey
issued his now-famous letter to Mr. Dean Alfange, chelrman of the New York State
chapter of the Americen Christien Palestine Committee, in wvhich the Palestine
plank of the Republicen party was reaffirmed. The wsll of silence, which had
been set up months earlier on the basis of the so-called bipartisan foreign
policy, was broken down completely on Octow 24th when President Truman made
public his position and stated in unegnivocal terms thet no changes in Israel's
bounderies would be countensnced unless these were sccepteble to Israel. (This
story is easy in the telling but you cennot l;avo even the vaguest conception of
ell the pain and effort which were poured into those long end dark days.)

But even then we weren't out of the woods. Suddenly Isrsel faced the threat
of sanctions, The victim of Arsb~-Brifish sgerestion was to be punished because
it had defended itself successfully, The President happened to be in New York
at the time end within a matter of hours men with a sense of justice joined in
a united effort to urge the President to disown this desperate attempt by Eritain
and representatives of the State Department to punish the innocent and bring
victory to the defeated aggressor,

We Jmow now that the President ceme through. We were grateful to him and we
let it be known that we were grateful, just as we did when ‘he statements were
made in the last week of the cempaign and we sent telegrams of gratitude to both
candidates.

Our work is far from over, There ie still a long snd treacherous trail
shead of us., Our enemies are only temporarily subdued and we must not pemit
our satisfaction over recent develorments to blind ue to vhat is shead. It is
for this reason that our communities are kept on the alert, We must remember

that we have a fomidable array of force apainst us epending millions of dollars
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each year. The British Inforration Service -- the Institute of Arab-American
Affairs -- the missionary groups —- the oil interests —- the Council for Judaism,
When you reslize this you must alse realize that the fimsncial outlay required to
establish our movement so favorably in the mind and heart of Americe has been
small indeed,

Only recently we organized a campaizn for editorial comment urging the
admission of Israel into the United Nations. I can report that that campaign
has been a remarkadble success. And in telling you about this I must pay tribute
to the newspepers of America for their overwhelmingly fair treatment of this
problem. Of course there have been exceptions. But many of these, too, have
altered their policy in our favor. I d:oulé. also pay tridbute to the men and
women who broadcast news and comment over the radio, In the American Zionist
Emergency Council we have & special department which was created for the purpose
of combatting unfair press and radio comment. Tt costs us many thousands of
dollars each year for clippings and radie reports. But this has been money
well spent, for today the unfriendly reports have been reduced to such an extent
that the ratio i{s approximately one in twenty as ageinst spproximetely tem in
twenty a few years ago.

We must continue this and the other work being carried on. We must keep
our President on the glert against attempts which most certainly will be made
by anti-Israeli elements In the State Department to nullify his orders or avoid
carrying them out., The battle is far from won; and even though there are men
emong us who feel that the time has come to lessen our activities and reduce
the scope of our work, I am sure that the more reslistic minds will prevail.

We cannot go back to chaotic days of "partyisn" in dealing with the politi-
cal and educational necessities of the day, We could never have achieved the
degree of success of which we may justly be proud if we had not established the
Emergency Council, uniting the parties and providing politicsl discipline, which

1s absolutely essential.



I cannot close this report without mentioning the invalusble aid which
we have received from cooperating orgenizations. Chief smong these is the
Americen Christien Palestine Committee vhich today has hundreds of chapters
in the cities and towns of America and has an enrollment of more than 25,000
Christian leaders, smong whom are 6,000 ministers. A report of the A.C.P.C.'s
activities would take just as long as this entire report. Most of the Zionist
leaders who are here are fully awere of the great achievements of the A.C.P.C.,
whose growth has been encouraged by the AZEC and by the Zionist communities.
Excellent relations are also enjoyed with the American Association for the
United Nations end the great federations of labor which on innumerabdle occasions
have been most helpful.

And thus I bring this report to a close, Actually I should not be making
it. This recital of only a portion of our work should have been made by
Harry L. Shapiro who recently assumed a post of great responsibility in the
United Palestine Appeal and the United Jewish Appesl. It was under his direction
and with the benefit of his tremendous ability that this work was carried on.
.ftnd there were others too, whose contributions were truly magnificent.

We face a future in which great efforts are indicsted. It would be very
pleasant to be gble to report to you that the emergency is over. But you know
how far this is from the reeslity. Not only is there much to be done politically,
but our job in the field of winning and keeping friends for Israel is one which
must command our energies. Even after Isrcel attains full recognition and
admission into the family of natioms, its needs will be zigantic. I do not
refer only to its economic requirements, which must be met largely in the United
States. The world will have a criticel eye focused on this new state. The task
of interpreting its aims, its hopes and its efforts canrot be & one-party task.
It must be the job of a2 united Zionist movement, such as is found in the American

Zionist Emergency Courcil. Perhaps it mey be necesssry to change the name, "ui
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regardless of the name, the task will remain. We heve every reason to be con-
fident that it will be carried ofit. The cooperation we have received from all
our parties and communities has made possible the victories of the past and
will make possible the achievements of the futures This cooperation has always
been highlighted by the leadership of the Zionist Organization of America.*

The staff of the Z0A has extended invaluable agsistance. The directives o't;'

the Emergency Council have been follcwed meticulously. Without this help we
could not have gone as far as we have. It is surely in order to express, on
behalf of the Americen Zionist Emergency Council, the deep and asbiding epprecia-
tion we feel for your cocperation, your recdiness and ability to carry out our

common tasks so splendidly.
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ﬂONlS!’ EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 SON AVENUE, NEW ORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Date
Xe Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees December 16, 1948

Hiom Abe Tuvim

Enclosed you will find 1) a copy of the Draft Constitution of the State of
Israel, end 2) a recent letter to the New York Heruld Tribune by Mr. Herbert
Bayard Swope on the question of the Arab wrefugees.

If you already have received a copy of the proposed Constitution, you may wish
to pass this one on to some interested person.

Best regards.



NEW YORE HERALD TRIBUNE

Haifa Refugees |vovEMBER 29, 1948

Arab Broadcasts Blamed for

Exodus of Natives
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

<

From

MEMORANDUM

Chairmen of Local Bmergency Committees Date December 17, 1948

Abe Tuvim

Attached is the text of a statement issued a few days ago by the Covernment
of Jsrael listing British vigplations of Security Council orders and proving
that Britain has supplied war equipment to the Arab countries during the
period of the Palestine truce,

These facts, which have already beem publighed in part by some of the nation's
leading newspapers, should be called to the attention of your local newspaper
editors and radio commentators, It is especially important that your Com-~
mittee be prepared to make editors and commentators avare of these British
truce violations when British propagandists next try to charge Israel with
having disobeyed the orders of the Security Council. May we suggest, there-
fore, that you moke copiec of the attached statement for possible future use.

Regardse
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BRITAIN VIOLATES UN BAN ON ARMS SHIFMENTS TO PARTICIPANTS IN FALESTINE WAR

A Statement Released on December 14, 1948 at the UN Session A
in Paris by the Israeli Infomation Service

Hector M-Neil, British Minister of State for Forelgn Affairs, stated in
the House of Commons on December 13, 1948 that the British Government had
"meticulously observed" the embargo on ams and wer equipment to the countries
of the Middle East. There is no doubt that this statement is fully in accordance
with the facts as far as Isrzel is concerned, There is, &s well, no doubt that
Britain has supplied various kinds of war equipment to the Arad countries during
the periods of the Palestine truce —- i,e, between June 11 and July 9, 1948, and
from July 18 to date.

Reliable infomation reaching official Israell quarters from various sources
proves that Egypt, Irag and Transjordan have received & considersble smount of
British amms during the last six months, Some of the more striking examples of
Britisa violations of the orders of the Security Council of the United Nations
are given herewith:

1. During the truce and prior to the middle of October, 20,000 rounds of
six pounder ammunition, 5,000 rounda of twenty-five pounder smmunition, and
epproximately 2,000 to 3,000 rounds of larger than twenty-five pounder ammunition
were supplied by Britain to the Egyptien amy. Egypt is known to have reqaested
en additional British supply of heavy end medium artillery ammunition which may
have been supplied in the meantime.

2. During the month of August, British neval authorities in Egypt sold small
ams ammunition to the Egyptien ammy.

3. After the Egyptian amy requisitioned a large number of airplanes belong
ing to the Egyptiszn MISR Airlines, Britain sold eight Vikings to MISR Airlines.
This was done after the Egyptian compary found itself umeble, owing to the em-
bargo on the supply of ams to the Middle East, to secure from the United States
replacements of airplares easily useable for military purposes,

4, There is reason for strong suspiilion that after Glubb Pasha's vieit to
London last August, certain types of squipment of a Britich medium artillery
regiment which had been evacuated from Falestine to Misrata in Tripoliania,
was transferred to Egypt for use in the Negev operations.

5. On June 6 and June 17, respectively, the SS Bardiesten and SS Derryheen
arrived in Baera, Iraq, from the United Kingdom and landed British war equipment.

6. At a secret mesting of *he Iragl Parliament on September 14, the Prime
Minister informed the house that the Britisi military authorities had delivered
to the Iraql amy surplus U.S. war materiels, which they controlled in sufficient
quantities to equip an amored brigade,

7. On July 5, 20 British "Fury" fighier bombers equipped with special
bombeighte and 25 pound bombs lended at Ruchid airfiled in Iraq. They were
piloted by Iragis who hed teen specially trained in Britain to fly these planes.

8. In August a number of Britich "Fury" sircraft which had been held
camouflaged on Mosul girdrome, reached Mafraq in Trensjordsn, for delivery to
the Iragl airforces.

9. When, late in August, the Iraqi airforces had to curtall their sctivi-
ties because of shortage of ga=oline, the PAF in Iraq supplied them with fuel
from their own stores on & lendlease basis.

10, British equipment unloaded at Basra, Iraq, during the month of August
included thirty 25 pounder guns, 160 cases of rifles, 15 gun tractors and 30
mobile wireless stations with their spare parts.

11 During the truce the S Corinthus and SS Luristan unloaded British emall
amsg and small amms ammunition at Basra.

12, During the month of August, the No., 9 British base ordnance depot in the
Suez Canal Zone supplied ammunition to the Arab Legion. This ammunition was
secretly shipped to Agaba and then airlifted to Amman, Transjordan.

13, Large quantities of ams from the United Kingdom, including 2,000 rifles,
reached Amman during the month of October.

| S B



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To Chaimen of Local Emergency Committees Date November 29, 1948

From Abe Tuvinm

The following telegrom was sent today to the chaimen of large communities
throughout the country:

WISRART) MAKING APPLICATION mmmn’ TODAY OR TOMORROVs
CONSTRUCTIVE ISRAFL CETRIBUION T0 U, JUSI1CR OF ITS
CLAINS AND CCHSISTENCY WITH POSITICN OF PEESIDENT ZHMAY
AFD STATMRIT OF UN DELEGATE JESSUP FOR UN. ALSO URGE THAT
FEIZDLY EDITORIALS UPON PUELICATICN BE SENT WHITE HOUSE
AND STATE DEPARIMENT TOGETER WITH TRLEGRAS FROM DMPORDANT
!mm:wmmmmmnmmmaguﬁmmmlmmmuu
AND US DELEGATION UN USE EVERY INFLURICE TO BEING ABOUT
FAVORABLE ACTICH ON ISRAELY APPLICATION IN BOTH SECUSITY
COUNCIL AND GINEPAL ASSEMBLY," '

1:; urge you to follow the suzgestions conteined in thie wire as soon as possi-
=

WO-



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

From

MEMORANDUM

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees November 29, 1948

Date

Abe Tuvim

In a recent memorandum we brought to your attention the new book, "The Birth of
Israel” ,ty Dr. Jorge Garcia-Grenados, fomer Guatemalan Ambassador to the United
States, member of the United Wations Specisl Committee on Palestine, and now
Chief of the Cuatemalsn Delegation to the United Nations. We stressed the im~
portance of stimulating the sales of this book. We are happy now to report to
you that many communities responded splendidly to our directive and thof a pre-
publication order for 6,000 copies was placed with the publisher, Alfred A, Knopf

Many communities, hovever, perticularly those outside the New York area, hcove
not responded as anticivated, znd have as yet not thrown themselves behind the
project of promoting and publicizing Dr, Grenedos' book. The Zionist lcedership
is particularly interested in seining the widest possible readership for "The
Birth of Isreel®, which it considers not only one of the most significont, Tut
one of the most readable end infomative books ever writtem on the subject, end
which has been halled by critics as one of the notable literary achi evements

of the year.

"The Birth of Isrnel" is now available in book stores throughout the comiry.
We cannot urge you too ssrunsly to buy it for your own infomation, 1o get
behind its sales, end to urge Zfionist groups to vurchase it in quantities to
glve their friends, Jews and mon-Jewss Dr, Grenados will go dovn in history
as one of the most valiant champions Israel hus ever known. As far 2s it vas
in the power of any one men in the United Na%ions, Dr. Grzanados helped make
pogsible the establiskment of Israel. It was DPr. Granados who fought fiercely
in the UNSCOP against a unitary Areb Falestine; who fought for the Iegev to be
given to the Jews; who goaded his colleagues into examining mutters in Falsse
tine vhich they would have preferred to bypass; end who helped bring them to
the inevitable conclusion that 2 Jewish state must exist.

He tells this story with amazing frankmess in his book. Equally fascinating
are his revelations of the bitter behind-the-scenes maneuvers among the gvaat
powers after the partiticn vote of November 29, 1947, and of the historie
battle to prevent the estailishment of the Jewish state, carried up to the
very monent of its proclamation in Tel-Aviv.

Dr. Granados himself is =n extraordinary personality, and those vho have met
bim Jmow him to be a warm, vivid and memorable figure. Many of yon mey have
occasion to talk with him during his forthcoming lecture tour throughout the
country.

We urge you again to promote the purchase of this enomously interesting book
in your community in every way possible. It will help our cause immeasurcily
and in gll justice to Dr. Grenados, his Yook should receive the greatest support
and distribution. It belongs in every Zionist home, Please do all you cazn %o
buy and increase the demend for “The Birth of Israel® through your lozel books
storess The man -~ and his story —— should be known everywhere,

ATIQLD



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Toe (Chaimen of Local Emergency Committees Date November 26, 1948

From jve Tuvin

Attached you will find a copy of a statement issued by Dre Abba Hillel Silver
which was released to the press for Menday, November 29th, in observance of
the first amniversary of the UN partition decision of November 29, 1947,

Kindest regards.

AT:HB
hco



PRESS RELEASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
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JOR SE: MONDAY, NOVETSBIR 29, 1948

DR, SILVER PAYS TRIBUTE TO COURAGE AND SACRIFICES OF ISRAEL
AND JEWISH PEOPLE IN STATEMENT MAREING
FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF TL.N, PARTITION RESOLUTICN
-
CALLS FOR "WORK, SKILL AND UNFAILING SUPPORT"

¥ew York, November 28 -~ In a statement marking the first anniversary of
the United Nations' partition resolution, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, cheimmn of
the fimericen Zionist Emerzency Council, todsy asserted that the Jewish people
must "remain mobilized and alerted" in support of the new Stote of Israel.

Declaring that it was certain that as a result of the courage and sacrifices
on the part of the State of Israel and the Jewish p_eup]:e.- fwhat has been esta~
blished has been fimly established and what has been schieved is irrevocable,”
Dr. Silver expressed the hope that the coming year would see the acmission of
Israel into the United Nations and the esteblishment of peace and prosperity
in the Holy Land.

The full statement, issued on behalf of all officlal Zionist bodies in the
United States, represented in the Americen Zionist Emergency Council, follows:

"The year which has elapsed since November 29th has teen one of the most
momentous in Jewish history. Three unprecedented events give it its tremendous
importance: the recognition by the United Nations of the right of the Jevish
people to estsblish their state in Palestine, the proclamaticn of the State of

(more)
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Israel by the Yishuv, and the remarkable and successful military defense of this
State by the people of Isrsel.

"This year was characterized by vacillation and indecision on the part of
governments and of the United Nations 1teelf bBut also by unshaken stecdfastress
end resolution on the part of the Sfate of Israel and the Jewish people. It is
certoin that as » result of the coursge and sscrifices, what has been established
has Leen fimly established and vhat has been achieved is irrevocable, The great
politicel hurdles have been menipulated. The organization of the State has been
consolidated. Mony uﬂmpmﬂmﬂ.ﬁ,l remain dut none that cannot be solved
by worl:, skill and unfeiling support on thppnrt of the Jews of the worlde We
must remain mobilized end alerteds mbod‘ the deepest satisfactions of this
year has been the unprecedented flow of Jewish immigration into Isroel, Uith
increasing finencisl support from us the State of Israel will be able at the
present rate quickly to empty the I camps of Europe and offer a haven to meny
other endangered Jews in other parts of'ﬁéuﬁﬂd-

"This has been a year of strugegle, Fanhiwnﬁnt and victory. Ve must now
tense ourselves for the long pull ahaa&.l I tﬁzst thet the coming year will see
the admission of the State of Israel into the United Nations and the estcblishment
of peace and prosperity in the Holy Land,"

— -
#320 - 11/26/48



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

To

From

MEMORANDUM
Chaimen of Local Emergency Committees Dede November 26, 1948

Harry L. Shepiro

I essume that you are aware of the reorganizetions vhich have recently
taken plece in the various branches of our movement, Following my
election as Executive Vice-Chelmian of the United Palestine Appeal, I
submitted my resignation as Executive mm: of the Americen Zionist
Energency Council, This, thon, is lfw um to the Cheimen
of Local Hnergency Committees.

In leaving thooﬂimnrmmml. I wish to express my
thanks to all Loczl Committee Chaimen and leaders who have given ne
thelr fullest cooperation and assistance during the past five yeers.

I em profoundly aware of the fact that the numercus activities launched
by the Council during my executive directorship could mot have been
carried through successfully vithout your efforts, end I accept my new
responsibilities in the United Palestine Appeal w!.th a sense of grati-
tude to the community leadership of our movement.

I em confident that my successor as Executive Director, Mr, Abe Tuvin,
a capable and devoted servent of our movement, will receive the seome
full measure of cooperation from you and that the work of the American
Zionist Emergency Council will be carried forward with undiminished
vigor.

HLS:M8R
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To  Chaimen of Local Fmergency Committees Date November 22, 1948

Frem EHarry L. Shapiro

On Saturday, November 20 the United States Delegate to the United Nations made
a statement of policy on Isrzel. Ve are now able to provide you with suggestions

for the resolutions which should be ed in connection with the November 29
enniversary of the United Nations on« We alco suggest that the points
listed below be emphasized by spuhrl et meetings held in observance of the
anniversarys

Ve urge that you inmcorporate the following ideas irn your resolutions:

1. The United Nations decision of November 29, 1947 favoring the
creation of a Jewish State in Palestine has been recorded as one
of the great events in the long history of the Jewish pecple. Ve
teke pride in the fact that it was the leadership of our Govern-
ment which made this event p » In observing the anniverscry
of the United Nations decision we are deeply conscicus of the foct
that ite objective —- the establishment of the Jewish State — has
been realized by the &nmt #nd people of Israel who single-
hendedly defended their political independence and territorial .
integrity sgainst the nntar.r aggreasion of the Arab States.

2+ During the first six months of its existence the State of
Israel has slready absorbed tens of thounsands of Jevish immigrants
and has carried forward a tremendous roscttlcment prozrem under
the fire of the ememy. Ve are hopeful thant & & wenainder of the
homeless and displaced Jews of Birope, as wel)l as the persscuted
Jevs in Middle Eastemn countries, will be émabled to emigrate to
Iorael speedily, thereby ending the Jewish refugee problem. Ve
are profoundly avare of the great cost of this immigration amnd
resettlement program and pledge our groatest efforts and fullest
resources to secure the funds for the successful completion of
this task.

3« Ye express our satisfaction over the reaffimation by the
Government of the United States of its suppory of the original
United Nations decision of November 29, and its declaration that
no alteration chall be made in the boundaries of the Jewish State
vithout Israel’s consent. We comend tho Precident of the United
States for stating this policy clearly e.d fortarightly, end we
velccme the statcment of the United Natione Delagate before the
United Nations on Saturday, Hovember 20 as ar indication that

the President's views begin to be reflected in American policy.

4e In conveying our gratitude to the President for stending
fim on the question of Isracl's territorial integrity, we
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respectfully urge hin to remain on the alert lest his policies
be frustrated by officials of his own Administration vho have, in
the past, songht to nullify his positive acts conceming Israel,

Ss Recognizing that the best hope for lasting peace in Palestine
now lies in direct negetiations between the Government of Israel
and the Arpb states, we respectfully urge the President to use
the full weight of his authority to advance such direct peace
conferences between Arabs znd Jews.

Please moke certain that copies of all such resolutions adopted in your com-

munity are sent to the President at the White House in Washington. Ve would
also like to have coples for our own records.

Regards,

HLS:MSR



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To Chaimmen of Local HEmergency Committees Date November 18, 1948

From Harry L. Shepiro

Monday, November 29 will mark the first anniversary of the United Nations
decision in favor of the Jewish State. The Zionists of your community —~- along
with non-Jewish friends end supporters — will undoubtedly wish to join in a
public observance of this occasion.

At the moment, the intemational political situation regarding Ierael is still
unsettled, and the course of action to be taken by the United Nations in the
immediate future cennot be predicted. In these circumstances, the anniversary
observance cannot take the form of a celebration, but ghould instead serve as
a day of rededication to the acnievement of justice for Israel.

Ve, therefore, suggest that this be the theme of the public meeting vhich we
urge you to hold on Monday, November 29, This should not be & mass demonsira-
tions Ve advise instead a meeting in a local auditorium enlisting the parti-
cipation of your Jewish leaders, as well as prominent non-Jewish friendses

The primary purpose of such meetings will be to convey to our Covernment the
feclings of American Jewry on the lateet political developments conceming
Israele The situation in Paris is still fluid and the final stand of the
United States is not yet known. Until that stand is revealed we are in no
position to provide you with epecific suggestions concerning the point to De
emphagized by your speskers and by your resolutions, We shall, of course,
communicate with you along these lines as soon as the situation in the United
Nations becomes clarified, In the meantime, we urge you to move zhead with
the technical arrangements for your meeting.

Regards,

HLS:HEB



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

% Chaimen of local Emergency Committees L October 27, 1948
o

Herry L. Shapiro

From

The enclosed press release issued today by the American Zionist Emergency
Council expresses the gratitude of our movement to President Trumen and
Govermor Dewey for their recent statements reaffimming the platfomms of their
parties vith respect to Israel.

Ve are sending you herewith the full text of both declarationss Governor Dewey
igsued his statement on Friday, October 22 in the form of a letter to Tean
Alfenge, chaimmen of the fmerican Ohristien Palestine Oommittee of New York.

The exchange of letters between Govermor Dewey and Mr, Alfange follous:

Hon. Thomas B. Devey October 20, 1948
Governor of the State of New York
Alvany, New York

Dear Governor:

As Chaiman of the American Christisn Palestine Committee of
Hew York, I have been gravely concerned with the fast-moving
events vhich concem the fate of the State of Isrsel and the
stability of the peace of the Middle East.

I recall that in September, 1947 you approved the majority
report of the United Nations Special Committee which recom=
mended a partition of Palestines This report was adopted by
the resolution of the W As Yy on November 29, 1947,

In June, 1948 the Republicen Party, assembled in convention in
Philadelphia, adopted the following platfom: "We welcome Israel
into the famlly of nations and take pride in the fact that the
Republican Party was the first to call for the establishment of =
free and independent Jewish commonwvealth. The vacillation of the
Democratic Farty on this guestion has undermined the prestige of
the United Fationss Subject to the letter and spirit of the Wl
Charter we pledge to Israel full recosnition, with its ‘bound.azies
as sanctioned by the UN and eid in developing its economy.”

At this moment when the fate of Israel is at stake, the reaffime-

tion of your endorsement of the Republican Party's platfom pledze
in respect to Isrzel would be most reassuring,

Sincerely yours,

Dean Alfange, Chairmen
American Christian Palestine Canmittee
of New York
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October 22, 1948
Hon, Deen Alfenge, Chalmman
American Christian Palestine Committee
9 East 40 Street "4
nw York. ) Y.

Dear Deant

I have your letter of October 20 and I want to assure you thet I,
too, have been deeply disturbed by the events in Palestine. As
you knowv, I have always felt the Jewish peonle are entitled to a
homeland in Pelectine vhich would be politically and economicolly
steble. My vievs have been clearly expreseed over the years and
I did, indeed, approve the majority report of the United NHations
Specizl Committee vhich recommended partition of Palestines

In my acceptance speech at Philadelphia I pledged my whole~hearted
support of the Republican platform and that certainly imcluded the
Pelestine plamk. liy position today iz the seme.

The Jews have bmuglt twentieth century civilization to Palestine.
They have shown that the Holy Land can be industrious snd abundent,
Since the creation of Israel the Jewish paqﬁ.e have made great
secrifices for their goal of indep: and freedom.

Organizations such as the Mi'l.eln Christian Palestine Cormittee
of llew York can give great moral supnort to the.people of Isrzel
in attaining their objectives -- peace and security in their
hard-won homeland, Tovard that end I wish them every successs

Sincerely,
Thomas E, Dewey

- e .

The Ney York Herald-Tribune of Saturday. October 23 reported Governor Dewey's

action as follows:
DEVEY STANDS BY UN PLAN ON PALESTINE

By Murray Snyder

Governor Thomas E. Dewey in effect repudiated the Trumen Adminis-
tration's Palestine policy yesterday.

Wthout referring directlr to the Administration's indorsement
of the Bermadotte plan to talte the Negeb region awsy from Isrnel,
the Governor szid his own position in support of the original
United Nations partition plan was unchanged.

He reaffimed his "wholehearted support” of the Republican
rlatform pledge last June of "full recogmition (to Israel) with
its boundaries as sancticned by the United Nations end sid in
developing its economy™.

He recalled that he previously had approved the Uil partition
recommendations, and ranking Republicens, who had sought a
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reaffimation of his position for its campaign value, sajd thei in
this statement of approval, issued Septembery 11, 1947, he saids

"It may be that certain adjustments will have to be made in the
actual boundaries, tut, on the face of it, the partition recomnended
seems a minimum for Jewish needs%,

This major break between the Republican Presidential candidaite end
the Democrats on foreign policy was disclosed in en exchange of
letters between Mr. Devey and Dean Alfange, chaiman of the Americen
Christien Palestine Committee of New York. The letters were released
at Dewey~VWarren headquarters at the Hotel Poosgevelt. _

It was regarded as of particular significance because, if liry Dgwey
is elected on November 2, his policy is likely to supersede the
present policy of the United States vhen the General Assembly begins
its postponed discussion of the Pglestine question,ee

Lol B

President Truman issued his stztement on Sunday, October 24, The full text
follows:

The Republican cendidate for Pyesident has geen fit to relecse a
statement with refercnce to Pelestine. This statement is in the
fom of a letter dated Cctober 22, 1948, ten days before the
election. -

I had hoped our foreign sffairs conld contimme $o be handled on

& nonpartisan basis without being injected #nto the Presidential

campaign. The Republican candidate's statement, however, makes

;t necestary for me to reiterate my ow position with respect to
alestine, . _

I stand squarely on the provisions covering Isrsel in the Demow
cratic platfom,

I approved the provisions on Israel at the time they were written,
I reaffim that approval now.

So that everyone mey be familiar with my pesition, I set out here
the Democratic platfom on Israel:

"President Pruman, by srenting immediste rvecosmition to
Israel, led the world in extending friendship and welcome
to a people who have long sought end justly deserve freedom
and independence.

"We pledge full recognition to the State of Israel, We
affim our pride that the Tnited States, under the leader
ship of President Truman, played 2 leading role in the
adoption of the resclution of November 29, 1947, bty the
United Nations General Assembly for the creation of a
Jevish State,

"e appreve the claim of the State of Israel to the

boundaries set forth in the United Neticns! resolution

of November 29 and consider that modifications thereof

I.ho':i},d be made only if fully acoept able to the State of
srael .
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"e look forward to the admission of the State of Israel
to the United fations and its full participation in the
intemational community of nations. e pledge eppropriate
aid to the State of Israel in developing its economy and
TESOUTrCes.

"We favor the revision of the arms embargo to accord to
the State of Israsl the right of self-defense. We pledge
ourselves to work for the modification of eny fresoluiion
of the United Wations to the extent that it may prevent
any such revisione

"We continue to support within the framework of the United
Nations, the intemationalization of Jerusalem and the
protection of the holy places in Palestine.®

I wish to amplify the three porticns of the platfom about vhich
there has been considerable discussion.

On May 14, 1948, this country recognized the existence of the inde-
pendent State of Israel. I was informed by the Honorsble Elizhu
Epstein that a Provisionsl Covernment had been established in Isrcels
This comtry recognized the Provisional Government as the de facto
suthority of the new State of Israels Vhen a pemament Goveinment
is elected in Israel it will promptly be giver d.e Jurs recognitione

The Democratic platform states thet we zpprove the dia.ﬁnﬁ of Israel
to the boundaries set forth in the United Iabions resolution of
Hovember 29, 1947, and consider that modificetion thereof should be
made only if fully accepbtable to the State of Isracl.

This has been and is now my positions

Proceedings are now telting place in the United Wations looking toward
meomicable settlement of the conflicting positions of the parties in
Palestine, In the interests of peace this work must go forwvard.

A plan has been submitted which provides a basis for a renewed effort
to bring ebout a peaceful adjustment of differences. It is hoped that
by using this plan as a basis of negotistion, the conflicting cleinms
of the parties can be settled.

With referemce to the granting of a loan or loans to the State of
Isrezel, I have directed the departments and agencies of the executive
branch of our Government to work together in expediting the considere~
tion of eny spplications for loans vhich may be submitted by the
State of Israel.

It is my hope that such finencial aid will soon be granted and thet
it will contribute substentially to the long-termm development and
stability of the Near East.

The New York Times of October 25 reported the President's action in the following
~ dispatch:
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TROIAYN PEAFFIR{S HIS ISRAEL STAND IN REPLY TO DEVEY
By Clayton Knovles

Wacshington, Oct. 24 -— President Trumen declared tonight that he
would approve no change in the United Nations partition of Palestine,
effected last foll, that in turn was not acceptable to the Stcte of
Israel. ;

Apparently supnlementinz the position taken by Secretary of State
Harshall last month before the United Nations, the Presidemnt, re-
ferring to the Democratic platfom plank on the Holy Land, declared:

"This has been and is now my position."

At Paris on September 21, Secretary Marshall celled upon both sides
in Palestine to accept "the Bemnadotte plan in ite embirety", assert-
ing that it offered "a generally falr basls for settlement of the
Polestine question". He steted that "mo plan counld be proposed
vhich would be entirely satisfuetory inm all respects to eveiy in-
terested party". '

In his statement tonight, issued just Defore he boarded his compaign
train for his lest big appeal to the voters, the President noted
that the Palestine situation wos egain before the United Nations.
He said that these proceedings looked toward "sn emicable settle-
ment of the conflicting positions of the parties in Palestine".

"In the interests of peacs," he seid, "this work must go forward.
A plan has been submitied which provides & basls for a remeved
effort to bring eboud a peaceful edjustment of differencess It

is hoped that, by using this vlan as a Lasis for negotiations, the
conflicting cleims of the parties can be settled".

¥hile he thus tock cognizence of yhat is trenspiring at Paris, the
whole tone of the Precident's statement was regarded as tentotive,
vhen compared to the strong stend taken by Secretary Harshell lost
month, At that time, the:Secretary said’

"The United Btates considers that the conclusions contained
in the final renort of Count Bemadotte offer a generally
fair basis for settlement of the Falestine guestion. Iy
Government is of tke opinion that the conclusions are sound,
and svrongly urges the parties end the Ceneral Assemdly to
accept them in their entiroty as the best possible basis for
bringing peace to a distracted lund”,

It was noted that, at no point, did the President place his endorse-
ment upon the Bemadotte proposals as "somd" as had Secretary liarshall,
contenting himceif instead with saying that they offered "o besis of
negotiation",

The President's statement come in enewer to a statement by Govemor
Devey on Friday in vhich he reaffimed his endorsement of the
Republican Party's platfom plank on Isreeli. This statement, limited
to two paragrarhs, epperently made Mr, Truman angry, for he referred
to it in his very first words...
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The President's statement, vhile pegged on Governor Devey's cnswer
to a2 request by the Americar Christian Fgle stine Committee of Hew
York, followed a series of newspaper advertisements by Zionist
groups calling upon iIr. Truman to-clarify his own position.

One such advertisement, rumning a full page, was pald for by the
American Zionist Emergency Council of New Tork., Calling attention
to the position taken by Secretary Marshall, this advertisement
agked:

"Mr. Truman: wvhere do you stand on this issuef"

This advertisement directly chdmced lrs Truman to repudiate his
Secretary of State.

"Which is it, Mre Presidenti" ﬂu s t asked, "The
policy which you have B‘ﬁﬁﬁdi&ﬂl&put. which detemined
our Government's stand in November, 1947, and which is also
the declared policy of your party —- or the policy most
recently expressed by Mr. Marshall, which is in violent
contradiction to it?

"We respectfully await your answer."




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

342 MADISON AVENUE

Conslituoni Orgamigalions NEW YOREK 17, N. Y.
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America MUrray Hill 2-1160
Mizrachi Organization of America
Poale Zion-Zeire Zlon of America
Zionis! Organization of America

October 21, 1948

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman
Temple Emamiel
Denver, Colorado

Dear Rsbbi Friedmam:

Many thenks for your information concerning Cedric Foster's
recent unfavorsble radio broadcast. We have sent for the broad-
cast in guestion and will peruse it most carefully. If we deem
it advissble, we will then make our feclings known to him.

Mr. Foster used to be anti-Zionist quite a while ago. During
the last twelve months, however, he adopted a more friendly atii-
tude and was most fair to our point of view. This recent departure
is something of a surprise to me.

Fleage feel assured thet if Mr, Foster has strayed from the
straight and narros path, we will have our people in Foston express
ocur sentiments to him in person. Mr. Foster is with the Yankee
Network which has its headquarters in thet city.

Sincerely yours,

WDE: LD mg&? Dfman(bz ‘/1”‘\
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

From

MEMORANDUM

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date October 22, 1948

Harry L. Shapiro

Two outstanding books dealinz with Israel are now available to the Anerican
reading public: DESTINATION PALTSTINE by Ruth Gruber (published by A. A. Wyn,
$2.50) and THZ BIRTH OF ISRAEL by Jorge Garcia-Granados (published by Alfred

A. Enopf, $3.00). We urge that you make every effort to ensure that these
two exceptional works receive the widest publicity in your city and that they
obtain the largest possible reading qﬂdlence.

Miss Gruber's DESTIAT E Gr“:ea:b :Br.ttain's cnr.mpnued hostility
to Israel makes it iﬂpé!'aﬁ're t!m‘h ﬂle American public receive this reminder
of recent British activities, The British Government will find it difficult
to maintain its current "impartial" pose in the United Nations if large
numbers of Americans review the recent history of British behavior towards
Jewish refugees, which is graphically recorded in Hiss Gruber's book.

Those of our local emérgency committees’ which have distributed this book
have already found that it has made many mew friends for our cause, Unfor-
tunately, a number of loczl cormmlittees have thus far failed to respond to
our request that they arrange for bulk purchases of the book for local
distribution. I again urze you to do this spesdily and to present compli-
mentary copies of DISTIIATION PALESTINE to your leading public officials,
churchmen, editors, educators, public and school libraries, etc.

If your local newspapers have not yet publighed reviews of the book, I
suggest that you present copies to the literary editors.

Orders for DESTIIATION PALESTINIET may be placed with us at the publisher's
discount rate of 4

THE BIRTH OF ISRATL

THE BIRTH OF ISRAIL by Dr. Jorge Garcia~Granados is being published today,
Frida,y. October 22nd. It is vnguestionably one of the most significant
volumes on the entire subject of Palestine. Dr. Grznados served as a member
of the United Nations Special Committee on Palestine and heads the Guatemalan
delegation to the United Jations. His book is the first deteiled eye-witness
account of how Israel came into beinz — what happened in the UNSCOP, what
took place in the closed meetings of United Nations committees, This in-
formal history of the genesis of Israel is fascinating from every point of
view, and we are hopeful that it will be on the best-seller lists within two
weeks.

In order to accomplisih this, your help is needed. We urge you to promote the
purchase of this book in your community. PLZASE DO NOT PLACE OBDZRES WITH US

at this time; rather, make all purchases in local hook stores. Only in such

a way will the sales of the book be reflected in the book market.
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We are enclosing sample copy for a postcard which your loeal book sellers
may use in publicizing Dr, Granados' work, Visit yecur largest book concesa
and emphasize the great interest which your community will have in the
book. This firm may wish to mail postcards to its resular customers, as
well as to the menbers of your local Zionist and Jewish orgenizations, We -
believe that your leadinz book dealer will wish to cooperate with you inas~
mach as the cost of postcards and mineographing is relatively low. (You
may wish to supply the mimeozraphed postcards to the dealer yourselves, if
necessary). Should your leading dealer reject this proposal we suggest
that you approach your second largest book concern on this matier.

Please keep me informed as to your getivities in comnnection with both
DESTINATION PALESTIIS and THZ T OF

Regards.

HLS:RB
Enc,



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

To Chaimen of Local Tnergency Committees Date October 15, 1948

From Earry L. Shapiro

Attached is an article by Sumer Welles dealing with the Bermadotte proposal.
It 1s a splendid analysis.

If you wish additional coples they are available in limited quantities,
Regards.

HLS: B
Enc,
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

"MEMORANDUM

To  Chaimen of Local Emergency Committees Date October 8, 1948

Attached is a2 reprint of an editorial which appeared in the Kew York Times.
You will note that this is a radical departure from the first editorial
which zpproved the Bernadotte plan. The reprint is aveilsble in limited
quantities,

Regards.

HLS:®B
Enc.



THE NEW YORK TIMES,

TUESDAY, OCTOBER §, 1948.

ISRAEL AND THE NEGEB
The Israeli Government has pro-
tested, and we believe rightly, against
that part of the proposals of the late
United Nations mediator, Count Berna-
dotte, which would give the Negeb—
the desert area south of Beersheba—
to the Arabs. It is no reflection on the
martyred Bernadotte'ss memory to say
that he erred in suggesting this di-
vision. He was attempting, to the best
of his abilities and 'with the utmost
courage. to suggest a settlement that
both parties to the Palestine dispute
would ultimately accept. But what he

few years Jewish-.lletflers, pushing
south, have irrigated @ little of this long-
sterile Jand. Like otirl own Southwest,
much of it will produsre crops if it can
have water: and there is on paper a
well-thought-out plan to bring water
to it from the upper Jordan. It might
support from half a millon to a million
or more pioneers, who would enrich the
whole country without, displacing large
Arab populations.

Secretary Marshall has accepted the
Bernadotte proposals as “a generally
fair basis for settl¢ment” and has
urged the General Assembly to “accept
them in their entirety.” We believe this
is one of those times when a bit of
inconsistency will do our foreign policy
no harm. The development of the
Negeb by Zionist pioneers—and they
are the only people likely to do it on a
large and scientific scale—would en-
rich the whole Middle East. It would
not injure the Arabs, unless they feel
that any Israeli prosperity would hurt
them,
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MEMORANDUM

To Chaimen of Local Emergency Committees Date October 7, 1948

Frem Earry L. Shapiro

Attached is a memorandum prepared by the Igrael Mission to the United
Nationse It states in detail the dmportance of the Negev to Israel.

It would be helpful if the information which 1t contains could be
transmitted to newspaper editors and radio commentatorse
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1. The territorial chenges proposed in the Mediator's report result in

an entirely inequiteble apportionment of land between Israel and the neighbouring
Arab State. They would cut off about two-thirds of Israel's territory, deprive
her of the only land reserves available for developument, cripple existing and
potential prospects for the scientific utilisation of natural resources, and stunt
Israel's progress and growth for generations to come. The beneficiery of these
changes, which, according to the plan is to be an enlarged state of Transjordesn,
emerges from the proposed arrangement with an area more than 19 times that of the
State of Israel.

2. It is for these reasons, which are elsborated upon in this memorandum
that the government of Israel will oppose any plan separating the Negev or any
part of it from the territory of the State of Israel.

Ares

8 The area of the Palestine Mandate was first partitioned in 1922, when
more than three-fourths of the country - some 84,740 square miles - were excluded
from the main provisions of the Mandate to form what is now known as Transjordan.
The ares of Palestine remaining for Jewish settlement was thus reduced to sbout
10,000 square miles. In the second partition of Pelestine, approved by the General
Assenbly last November 29th, 1947, about 5,678 square miles were assigned to the
Jewish State. However, of this area, more than 5,800 square miles are in the Negev,
the undeveloped area of Southern Palestine. :

4. The Mediator's report now proposes not an adjustment of the situastion
but an entirely new partition plan under which Israel would be granted Western
Galilee (most of which she now ocainies and eontrols), but would lose not only the
entire Negev, but also a part of South Judea. The net result would be to reduce
Israel's territory to an area of sbout 2,180 square miles. On the other hand,
Transjordan would under the plan gein all the Arab areas of Palestine, as well as
the Negev, and her total area would approximete 42,500 square miles.

Population

5. The incongruity of this territorial division becomes even more glaring
when one takes into account that Transjordan's existing population is about
350,000 (to which would now be added the 600,000 or 700,000 Arabs of Arab Pales—
tine) whereas the Jewish population of Israel is already close to the 800,000 mark,
and constantly expanding by the immigration of Jews in need of a homeland.

Land Use

6. The foregoing quantitative considerations are themselves startling
and compelling arguments against eny such drastic revision of the United Nations
partition plen, but of even greater significance is an exemination of the uses to
which the lands in question may be put. According to a statement by Justice Emil
Sandstroem of Sweden, the Chairman of the United Nations Special Committee on
Palestine, the UNSCOP had considered that since the cost would be considerable,
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it would not be possible for the Arabs to develop the Negev area, which had in
consequence been assigned to the Jewish State. Transjordean is elready the
possessor of large tracts of barren land. Its amnexation of the Negev would mean
nothing more than the acquisition of another item in a collection of arid and un-
cultivated wastes. Humanity would gain nothing from the perpetustion of sterility.
But for Isrzel, the Negev holds out the promise of agricultural, scientific, in-
dustrial and economic development, with important benefits to the Near East as a

whole.

Agriculture and Industry

7. Israel has an urgent need for land upon which to settle the many
hundreds of thousends of Jews who will immigrate in the next few decades. The
soil of the Negev, neglected for many centuries, is itself arable. The factors
for development of this area are water and the ingenuity to unite it with the soil.
In 1943, the Jews successfully established three experimental settlements in the
Negev. Another 15 were established toward the end of 1946. Todgy there are 27.
Water is made available by pipeline, and by the capture and storsge of winter
rains in reservoirs. Thus, et Revivim, the southernmo&; Jewish settlement, the
United Nations Special Committee on Palestine in 1947 inspected a large dam and
reservoir and witnessed the fruits of this agricultural veature. Moreover, for
several years, engineers have been at work on plans for large-scele irrigation
projects which will open large tracts of land for new settlement. The hydro-
electric development involved in these irrigation plans will bring low-cost power
to the Negev, and furnish an economic base for industrial enterprise. To put
these areas of Jewish settlement under the politieal domination of en Arab ruler
would be sowing the seeds of fresh conflict« To sever the Negev from Israel is
to separate it from those whose needs guarantee its maximum use.

8. In previous discussion of the Palestinéd problem it has been argued on
the Arab side that the pressure of Jewish immigration would force the Jewish State
to become expansionist, and to thresten the existing territory of the Arab States.
If the land reserve of the Negev were taken sway from the State of Isrsel, and this
large area ceases to be available for Jewish settlement, Areb fears would be
intensified, and the prospects of pacific co-operation between Isrsel end its
neighbours would be prejudiced. It must be emphasised that the inclusion of the
Negev in the State of Isrsel is the population safety-velve for any partition plan,
and therefore a major factor making for peace and operating against population
pressure.

Natursl Resources

9. Much of the Negev is unknown and unexplored. As a result of Jewish
effort and expenditure, some signs of mineral wealth have been noted. Whether the
Negev has oil or mineral resources in any significant quantity is undetermined:
but if such is the fact, it would be inequitable to deny the State of Isrsel a
potential so essential for its development. The State of Israsel has no coal or
iron, nor any important mineral deposit. Its manufactures and industry are there-
fore dependent in considerable measure on the import of raw materials. The small
size of the Jewish State limits its agricultursl development. Accordingly, all
industrial resources must be exploited to their utmost. The proper scientific
utilisetion of the Negev's resources would help balance the Israeli economy. In
this connection, it is relevant to point out that the Arab States are already rich
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in oil, and should not be permitted a monopoly on all potential oil sources.

Dead Ses

10. A major industry in Palestine has been the extraction of potassium
and sodium sslts from the Dead Sea by the Palestine Potash Company, which is a
largely Jewish enterprise. The Company had plants at both ends of the Dead Sea.
Under the partition plan approved by the General Assembly last fall, the northern
plant was to be left in the Arab State (it has since been destroyed thanks to the
initiative of the Trensjordan Arab Legion). But the General Assembly deliberately
revised the boundary lines between the two states to ensure that the southem
plant would be in the State of Israel, and that a stretch of west coast of the
Dead Sea would be in Israeli territory, to be available for the expansion of the
potash plant, Buf if the Negev were to be taken from Isrsel, then all access to
the Dead Sea would be denied, and Israel would lose one of its major industries
and one of its most important exports.

Ageba

11. Severance of the Negev from Israel would also cut off Aqeba, once
King Solomon's seaport on the Red Sea. The waters here teem with fish, and there
are possibilities for large-scale commercial exploitation of a natural resource
noy neglected. The vital importance of Agaba to Isrsel's future is recognized by
all who foresee the expansion of commerce and industry in Isrsel, and the building
of rail and highway communications across the Negev. Under Isrseli control, Agaba
is to be developed as a port and will be Israel's outlet to South Africa and the
Indien Ocean - Israel's window to the Orient.

Conclusion
12, These are but a few of the considerations which played & part in the
decision of UNSCOP and later of the General Assembly to awerd the Negev to Israel.
They are considerations which cannot be brushed aside. The Negev is juridically
an integral pert of Israel's territory and cannot, within the terms of the Charter,
be cut off without Israel's consent. Nothing has happened to weaken the legal or
moral validity of the Ceneral Assembly's decision in this regard. The Arab States
resorted to armed force to resist it, but they failed. Not a single Negev settle-
ment within the boundaries of the State of Israel fell into Arab hands, nor are
the Arabs in control of any part of the Negev contained within Israel. It would
be a grotesque paradox if the Generel Assembly would now obligingly turn the defeat
of Arab aggression into victory, and grant to the Arab States the very fruits they

falled to wrest in a war fought against no less than the authority and judgment
of the General Assembly itself.
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MEMORANDUM

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date September 27, 1948

From EHarry L. Shepiro

Attached hereto is the article by Eliahu Ben-Horin which I promised to send
you in my memorandun of September 24. Please nake it avallable to editors,
publishers and radio commentators as requested.

Regards.
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NOTE: Advance copy of article,
to appear in forthgoming
issue of The Hew Palestine.

IF BERNADOTTE WERE STILL ALIVE
by
Elishu Ben-Horin

The shadow of the Bemadotte assassination hovers heavily over Pealestine.
In distorted form and proportions, it fills the Palais de Chaillot in Paris.
The well-meaning Swedish nobleman of yesterday has become the great martyr of
today. BHis proposals for the settlement of the Palestine conflict, concluded
on the eve of his tragic and untimely death, are presented to the Genersl
Assembly in a halo of sanctity and martyrdom. As Secretary Marshell seid in
his speech in the Palais de Chaillot advocating the acceptance of the Bernadotte
proposals: " ., « o He gave his 1life to this effort."

Thus, a plan for the solution of an extremely involved and tragic problem,
offered by one man -~ no more gifted and infallible, mo less weak and erring
than meny other men — hag become an almost sacred political testament,

The proposals of the living Count Bernadotte could have been freely dig-
cussed, changed, severely criticized, accepted or rejected, The proposals of
the assassinated Bernadotte are proferred to the world commnity as a dictate
which must be accepted in toto, in order to provide an everlasting monument to
the Hediator who lost hig life in the service of the world organization of
nations.

All this, of course, is, at best, illogical sentimentality, Mahatma Gandhi,
assassinated, was as right or as wrong in his political precepts as Mahatma Gandhi,
alive, Leon Trotsky, Abraham Lincoln, Jean Jaures and Folke Bernadotte did not
become wiser by being assassinateds 4 few hysterical hotheads in Palestine, in
India, in the United States or elsewhere in the world cen take awey a human life
of great value but they cannot change the margh of history. Nor can the sbomi-
nable act of the Jerusalem murder alter by one iota the actual merits of the
Bernadotte plan for Palestine,

It is only after we remove the ghadow of the Bernadotte assassination from
our thoughts and consider the Bernadotte plan as if the late Mediator were
still alive == as we all sgincerely wigh he were -~ that we shall be able to
Judge his proposals on their merits,

The most striking feature of the Bernadotte plan, in my judgment, is the
absence of any cemtral idea guiding its amthor, Count Bernadotte offers us a
compromise, That much ig clear. But what wns the main motive behind the framing
of a compromise? Did Bernadotte himself believe that his new proposals were
likely to bring about peace znd amity between the Jews and the Arabs; secure
the peaceful existence of a viable state of Israel; and contribute to stability
and progress in the Middl e East? Or did he, without believing that himself,
simply want to put an end to a Don Suixotic miseion which obviousgly defied all
efforts at mediation and settlement?



- Ja

Count Bernadottets first conclusion, namely that peace must refum to
Palestine and that in general, peace is better than war, will, of course, be
wholeheartedly accepted by peace-loving people everyvheres However, when
one goes beyond this platitude, one looks in vain for a workable plan which
has better chances of pesceful implementation than the original United Nations
decision,

The parties to the conflict will gladly accept those proposals vhich
suit their respective purposes, as indeed they have clready done.

The Arabs, rejecting the plan, as a whole, have graciously consented to
accept the recommendation establishing the right of repatriation for Arabd
refugees, and also the recommendation on the gpecial status of Jerusalem
(which "translated into Arabic" mesns that Jerusalem should be excluded from
the area of Israel), Israsl has welcomed Count Bernndotte's confirmation of
the reality of Israel's independent existencey not that this very striking
aspect of Middle Eastern life actually needed additional confirmation, Israel
has, however, questioned the plan's territorial suggestions with regard to the
Negev and Jerusalems

Mre Ernest Bevin, on the other hand, announced in Parliament that Britain
"supports the Bernmadotte plan in its entirety" (what he undoubtedly liked most
was the cutting off from Israel of the emtire Iiogov) but, at the same time,
managed so to read the plan as to conclude that "it does not involve the recog-
nitm 0! I’r&al . . t'

In other words, we are now exactly rhere we have been all the time., The
Arsb Lesgue, faithful to its best traditions, has unconditionally rejected the
Bernadotte proposals. Israel is willing o sit down and talk peace, Great
Britain would carefully remove the sugar-coating and serve us the bitter pill,
The United States of America, or at least Secretary Marshall, is ready to
utilize the political testament of the martyred Bernadotte as an avenue of
escape from the conflict over Palestine which has embittered imerican political
life for yeers.

The fact of the matter is that in the Palestine controversy, vhich has now
grown into a matter of world-wide dimensions, there is only one party for whom
this 1s a question of life and death, That sense of urgency was probably the
strongest psychological factor behind Isrpel's victories in the Arab-Jewish war,

It is the most potent element in Israel's gpproach to the Bernadotte plan, as well,

For Israel and Zionism, there always has been and there still is an irreduc-
ible minimum beyond which they cannot go: the complete sovereignty and viability
of the State of Isramel, This is the criterion by which Israel will take its
stand on the Bernadotte proposals, The late Mediator's plan offers recognition
of Israel's sovereignty but he undermines the viability of the Jewish State, Tor
Israel without the legev is a state in a2 strait jacket, There will be no room
for immigration and colonization, It would be a death sentence to all the hopes
of the Jewish DP's in Burope and of the million Jews in Arab lands, lo government
in Israel that accepted such a settlement would remain in office for a fortnight,

There was constructive political thought behind the UNSCOP partition pro-
posal adopted last November by the General Assembly. It was intended to solve
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the Palestine question and, with it, the problem of Jewish homelessness in the
world. The llegev was the main ingredient in the solution, since it was to pro-
vide the space for new agricultural settlement and development, Take the Illegev

away and the solution is gones

The Count's proposal for the disposition of the Negev is the clesrest
example of the absence of any central ides guidiig him in the formulation of
kig plan. HNo explanation is given for taking tho legev from Ierael and bestow-
ing it uwoon the Arabs. There can, indeed, be no explanation, King Abdullsh
does not lmow what to do with the vastly underpopilated 35,000 square miles of
Trangjordania's present area. Count Bernadotte cculd not claim that King
Abdullah needed more "lebensrawm”. Hor could he claim that the Arsbs would
develop the desert land of the liegev into a productive agricultursl area, as
the Jews intend to do. The real uﬁn ehind thig propuil eould obviously
not be nenttonaq:; it would prov MW ‘bases for the British, close to the
Suez Canal, under Abdullsh's nominal ‘protection.

Israel may be mling to W&m the other pmioposals of Count Bernadotte:
the status of Jerusalem, the free port in Haifa, the intermationalizetion of the
Lydda airport, but not on the liegev. Some people, especially cur good old
friends, kr. Mm and Sir Alexauder Cadogan, have seized upon the
Bernadotte as : a God-given opportunity to stampede Israel, on the
one hand, and the United Hiﬂ:ions, n the other, into unconditional acceptance
of the Bernadotte rlan, Unfortunately, the United States delegation to the
General Aeserbly seeme to have fallen into this trap. Fortunately, the Israell
Government has kept a cool Lead.

The assassination of Count Bernadotte ~= let us recapitulate == is a
terridble crime, for which nobody but the asaasainﬂ are responsible, As for the
Bernadotte proposals, we must discuss them, analyze them, accept or reject them,
as if Bernadotte were still alive, Or in the words of Dr. Frank Kingdon's
column in the mws It is up to the U..li, to show that the assassin's
bullets did not murder justicen,

9/27/48






(Text of Advartisement)
AIIOTHEER REVERSAL -- ANOTHER BETRAYAL

In a sudden burst of speed, the British Government and our Adminisira=
tion are seeking to bring about the earliest adoption of the last Bernadutte
proposals on Palestine by the General Assembly of the United Wations. The
Bernadotte report recommends that the ljegev, consisting of two-thirds of the
State of Israel as set up by the United llations Resolution of ligvember 23, 1947,
should be torn away from Israel and hended over to the Arab invaders, Pre..erahly
Transjordans It also proposes that Jerusalem be placed under United Hations
control, without any corridor comnecting it with Israel,

These proposals were put forward by Count Bernadotte merely as a
basis for discussion, as his report mekes clear. However, both Foreign Secretary
Bevin and Secretary of State Marshell have clhosen to ignore that fact and have
urged acceptance of the Bernadotte plan in foto. The reason for this blanket
endorsement and for their haste in trying to achieve the immediate adoption of
the plan is transparent, The British Forelgn Oflice, whose longstanding hostility
to the Jewish state has produced a lamentable record of deceit, is currently try-
ing to make capital cut of the assassination of Count Beenadotte —— and our State
Department is collaborating, They are attempting to railroad Count Bernadotte's
plan through the General Assenbly -- as a monument to his memory — while his
tragic death is still fresh in the public mind,

Such cynicel exploitation of a eriminal act, committed by outlaws whom
the State of Israel is trying to hunt dowm and root outy; is vhat we have come to
expect of Mr, Bevin's Foreign Offices But it is unwortlyy of our country amd its
traditions of justice. We do not think we are agking foo much vhen we call upon
the United States Government $o deal with the Bernadotte proposals solely on
their merits and quite apart from the tragedy of September 17,

An Unjust, Unworkeble Plan

When viewed objeetively and dlgpessionately, the Bernadotte plan is
manifestly unjust and unvorkable. By cutfing awey the ljegev from Israel, the
plan would reduce the Jewish state in size by no less than 3800 square miles,
vhile a mere 420 square miles of rocky and hilly western Gelilee would be added
to it "in compensation", Thus, the entire State of Israel would consist of
approximately 2400 squere miles =- a tiny area incepable of ebsorbing and support—
ing the hundreds of thousands of Jewish refugees sho are degperately seeking
emigration to Israel.

Moreover, if it were removed from Israel the Negev would be doomed to
remain a desert wasteland; for the Jews alone are prepared to make it habitable
by costly and extensive irrigation projects -- something which is not to be ex-
pected from King Abdullah, whoge 35,000 square miles are largely underpopulated
and uncultivated,

Not to be overloolred also is the fact that cutting awsy the Negev would
deprive Israel of the waters and minerals of the Dead Sea and thereby seal off
an important avenue for economic develovment which the new state sorely needs.

It would also deprive Israel of access to the Red Sea and render it extremely
difficult for Israel to engage in commerce with the Far East and with Africa,
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Perhaps one of the real reasons why it is now proposed to take the
Hegev from Isrzel and hand it over to Britain's puppet, 4bdullah, is to be found
in recent reports of oil deposgits in that area, Surely the industry of Israel
could use such a fuel reserve without remaining forever at the mercy of British-
Arsb production in Irag.

Last year the British induced our State Department to argue in the
United Wations that the Negev should be removed from the Jewish state areas
After the Jewish Agency sgreed to the transfer of sizable portions of the Negev
to the Arad state, the State Department ceased its agitation. On Hovember 22,
1947 Herschel V. Johnson, our delegate to the United Nations, declared: "We
think that the Jewish Agency has made, from its point of view, an equitable and
fair proposasl, and whatever reservation the United States delegation maintains
with respect to this area (the legev) is withdram."

Has anything happened since November 22, 1947 to warrant a change of
this clearly-expressed attitude on the questimn of the Negev? Why, then, should
our Government be a party to the latest :Brlt.‘..ah attempt to cripple Israel?

The Jerngalem Proposal

The Bernadotte proposal regarding Jerusalem is surely the most unreal-
istic of statements when viewed against the background of recent evenits in the
Holy City. After having repulsed the wanton atfacks of the British-led, British-
supplied Arzb Legion and after having endured months of siege and privation, the
Jews of Jerusalem will hardly consent to leave their city unprotected in the
midst of hostile Arab surroundings, unconnected with fhe State of Israel, and with
no greater security for life and property than would be forthcoming from the
nominal "control" of the United Nations, The Jews of Jerusalem and of Israel
know only too well vhat it means to be dependemt on Arab respect for United Nations
autkority. The slmost daily flaunting of that authority by the Argbs has not
served to reassure them that a better attitude will be demonsirated in the future,
The Jews know that it was their own strength -— their fight on the battlefields
against overwhelming odds -~ rather than United Natims "control" which saved New
Jerusalem and itg inhabitants from destruction, They are not prepared to expose
themselves to such murderous attacks againe
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For all of these ressons == and there are many more -— Count Bernadotte's
proposals must be rejectede It should be added that the British and American
officials vho are now working for the asdoption of this plan are incredibly naive
if they expect Israel to submit to it., o self-resvecting nation would passively
accept its own dismemberment —— and Israel is a self-regpecting natiom. Having
successfully defended their political independence, having spilled their blood
in expelling the invaders from their territory, the citizens of Israel will surely
not permit any part of their land to be presented to an Arab potentate, They had
accepted the United Nations partition decision of November 29, 1947 — gt great
sacrifice to their legitimate rights and agpirations -- beczuse they believed that
this wos a final compromise solution, But they will rot accept a third partition
of Palestine,
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The United Nations should consider well the full implications of the

proposals which Mr, Bevin and Mr. Marshall have endorsed so heartily. What they

are suggesting is that military aggressors receive in a gift package what they
failed to win by force of arms, and that a nation which successfully defended

its territory against international gangsterism be penalized for its efforts.
That, in effect, is what Mr., Bevin and Mr, Marshall are advocating., We fervently
hope that the United Nations will refuse to become a party to this immoral scheme,

The Bernadotte recommendations do not even possess the virtue of Arab
agreement to commend them to the serious attention of the United Natims. The
Arsbs have already rejected the propossls, The Bernadotte report and }r, Bevin's
statement make it clear that the plan would have to be imposed. 1If a solution is
to be imposed in Palestine, why not that solution which has the backing of world
opinion == the United Nations decision of Howvember 29, 19477 Why does Mr.
Marshall seemingly prefer to impose a new, unjust, unworkable plan rather than a
Jjust, workable compromise which has received the overvhelming approval of the
nations of the world, including the United States?

he

Mr. Marshall's unequivocal endorsement of the Bernedotte report can only
be regarded as another unwarranted reversal of United States policy, such as took
place on March 19, when the Administration suddenly attemnted to scuttle the partis
tion decision and proposed a trusteeship for Palestine,

President Truman is seeking re-election on a platform which declares:
"We approve the clairs of the State of Isracl to the boundaries set forth in the
United Nations Resolution of November 29 and consider that modification thereof
should be made only if fully acceptable to the State of Israel,"

How does President Truman reconcile this plainly-stated pledge with the
position taken by his Secretary of State? :

The American people have a right to know,

9/29/48



STATEMENT OF THE GOVEHILENT OF ISRAEL
WITH REFERZICE TO TEE BERHADOTTE PLAN,
ISSUED IN PARIS SEPTRMBER 22, 19548

The Israell government is giving the most serious study to Count Bernadotte's
important report to the General Asgembly. The people of Israel are eager for peace
with their Arab neighbors, and they will eammestly explore 211 proposals which are
put forward as a basis for a final and lasting peace.

While it is welcome that the report expresses the central fact of Israel's
independence and vitality as a state, it would nevertheless be premature at this
stage to accept its conclusions in their entirety. Careful study and discussion
are obviously essemntial,

Thus, one of the conclusions which calls for the most critical scrutiny is
the suggestion that the legeb be excised from the state of Israel. The United
Hations special committee on Palestine, after an exhaustive study of the Palestine
problem, recommended that the territory of the Negeb be included in the Jewish
state. This recommendation was accepted by the General Assembly. To exclude the
Negeb from the state of Israel would be to take away two-thirds of its area, to
reduce it to a miniature state, to constrict its growth and to deny to the Jewigh
people the only available land reserve which offers the prospects of large-scale

development,

In any discussion of the report, the future of Jerusalem will be the subject
of special interests Besieged by foreign Arab amies, the people of Jerusalem were
cut off from food and water, suffering many casualties, and were finally rescued
from starvation and death only becsuse the State of Israel established a land bridge
from the coast. Under the circumstances, the people of Israsel and especially of
Jerusalem will not look with equanimity om any plan which would jeopardize the fate
of the 90,000 Jewish inhabitants of that eity by cutting them off from direct
contact with Israel.

The government of Israel will presumably have an opportunity of making its
official comment on these and other important features of the report before the
appropriate organs of the General Assembly.
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To

From

MEMORANDUM

Date

Chaimmen of Local Emergency Committees September 24, 1948

Harry L. Shapiro

Attached is a statement igsued by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver yesterday as Chaiman
of the American Section of the Jewich Agency. It is an analysis of some
features of the Bemadotte plan.

Yesterday we sent you a news release of a telegram which Dr, Silver had dis-
patched to President Truman pointing out to tie President that the llarshall
statement before the General Assembly on Isrsel was a violation of the Adminis-
trationis pledged word on Isrzel as well as of the Israel plank in the Demo-
cratic Party platfom,and appealing to him to prevent the imposition of the
tems of the plan, vhich deprives Israel of almost two-thirds of its territory
as alloted by the United Nations General Assembly decision of November 29, 1947.

1. On September B, I sent you a memorandum requesting that

you have the leading citizens and organizations send
letters to the President asking for de Jjure recognition

and economic aild to Israel. FPlease broaden the scope of

communications to the President and have as many letters
and telegrams as possible sent to the Presidemt dealing

wvith the new situation. These letters and wires should
be sent by both Jews and nonQJaws. The line which the
communications to the President should tzke can be drawm

from Dr, Silver's statement and from the text of his

telegram to the President. It is imperative that you

bezin your work on this immediately!
2s In a previous memo to you we requested that you contact

local and state political leaders asking them to urge
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the President to talke positive action on Israels In view
of the fact that the Marshall statement is a violation of
the pledged wvord of the President, you will immediately
intensify this aspect of your work, The committees vhich
are to call on the political leaders should approach the
problem in the forthrisht mamner which the situation demands.
I hope that you have made contact with the newspoper editors,
publishors end radio commentators in your comuunity. In
order that they may have a correct prospective of the proolem
as it now exists, since the assassinstion of Bemadotte and
the introduction of his plan into the General Ascembly in
Paris, they should be given "'tho beckground materiel vhich
is contoined in the statenent of Dr, Silver. A number of
American newspepers have come out in favor of the Bermadotte
plan without recognizing its full mpu'_ut:m. It is your
Job to correct their spproach, Within & dsy or two I will
send you a brief article written by Mr, Eliahu Ben-Horin
wvhich vill sppear in the next iscue of The New Pelestine.
It is also excellént materisl for similar usage.
In a memorsndum which I sent you on September 18, I requested
that you contact your Congrestmen and Semators with a view
to having them contact Mr, Willdem il, Martin of the Zport-
Import Benk urging him to have the Benk approve the loan to
Israel. I would asppreciate your sending me any reworis which

you may have with reference to this activity.



STATIMENT OF DR. ABBA HITLEL SILVER
CHAIRMAN OF THE AMERTCAN SECTION OF THE JEWISH AGENCY

The tragic assassination of Count Bernadotte by outlaws, end the feeling
of condemnation which it has universally aroused, are being nsed by the enemies
of Isrcel as an opportunity to cripple the Jewish State, if they cannot destroy
it altogether, by drastically constricting it in size and depriving it of its
necessary natursl resources, They seek to do this under the slogean that Count
Bernadotte's rocommendations must be adopted and effectuated in full =5 a monu-
ment to his memory and in the claimed interest of "peace'.

These recommendations, which Count Bernadotte himself admitted in his report
were not wvithin his province as Mediator to muke, regquire calm analysis in order
to understand how disastrous their implementation wovuld be for the Jewigh cause
in Palestine end the State of Israel.

The first recommendation %o be noted is that the Negav, consisting of two-
thirds of the State of Isreel as set uwp in the Resolution of the General Assembly
of the United Nations on November 29, 1947, should be torn away from Israel and
handed over to the inveding Aradb States, preferadly Trams-Jordan., The Jewish
State, whose total area wnder the November 29 Resolution is only 5,770 square
miles, is thus to be further reduced in size by no less than 3,750 square miles;
while 2 mere 400 square miles of rocky and hilly Westem Galiles is to be sdded
to it in compensatim.

loreover, the territory thus proposed to be feken away from Isrcel is
practically empty of inhabitants because of lack of water, althoush it can be
made habitable by costly end extemsive irrigation works which the Jews slone
ere ready to undertake and finance, It provides the only available lond reserve
for the expected and necessary large Jewish immigretion into Israel; the rest
of Isresel, as well as Western Galilee, being slready thickly inhabited. If the
Negev should now be lost to Israsel, it would be condemned to continuing sterility
as a desert, Jjust as is the vast and eapty zrea of the largest part of Trans-
Jorden; end for the same reason, namely, Aradb apathy. The Jewish plen for its
irrigation and development would be aborted, and the capacity of the truncated
remnant of Israel to absorb new immigrants would be greatly reduced, In this
way, the persistent objective of the enemics of Isrsel, whiich has ever been to
prevent or severely limit Jewish imnigration into Palestine, would be cchieved.

Nor is this the only disastrous effect which the implementation of this
recommendation would have. Three other highly important effects should be noted:

1. The Negev includes the southermn and more thsn half of the westem shores
of the Dead Sea and provides the only access of the State of Isrcel to the waters
and minerals of that Sea; the rest of the shore of the Sea being outside the
bomdaries of Israel and mostly in Trans-Jordsn. So importent to the 1ife and
development of Israel was free access to and the right to extract md exploit
these minerals deemed to be by the General Assembly of the United Nations that
the Assembly by its November, 1947 Resolution actudlly included within the State
of Israel even more of the shore area of the Dead Ses than was recammended by
its Special Committee on Palestine, These minerals, in fact, constitute perhaps
the only reserve of valuable minerals available to Isrnel. Millionsof Jewish
capital have already been sunk in the milding of plants both at the northem
end southern ends of the Dead Sea for the extraction of these minerslss Competent



L

experts are agreed that these minerals can form the basis of a varied and highly
skilled chemical industry in Israel for the benefit not only of its inhobitants
but of the world at large. The propocal now is to make all this impossible and
to tum the whole of the Dead Sea with its minerals over to the Arab States.

2. The territory in gquestion gives the State of Israel access to end a part
of the shore of the Gulf of Akaba on the Red Sea and thus renders possivle the
development there of an Israeli port to serve the commerce of Isrcel vith the
Far Fast and Africa, without the necessity of routing such commerce through the
British controlled Suez Canal with its heavy tolls. The excision of this territow
from Igreel renders this prospect hopeless. :

3. There are well=-founded reports to the effect that the terrifory in
question conteine valueble deposits of oil. This is perhaps the real reason
wvhy 1t is now proposed to take this territory away from Israel and hend it over
to a puppet of Britain. But this oil constitutes the only reserve of fuel for
the industrialized State of Isrsel vhich must otherwise depend for oil upon the
mercy of the British-Arad production in Iraq and the very high prices charged
to Israel for such oil es it may be allowed to have from such production,

&nother recommendation of Count Bemadotte deserving special notice relates
to Jerusalen, The recommendation is that Jerusslem with its beseiged 90,000 Jews
shonld be put under United Nations control without any corridor comnecting it
wvith Israel. The November, 1947 Resolution of the General Assembly likewise
proposed to put Jerusalem mder United Natione control, But this was on the
supposition that the Arabs would respect the decision of the Assembly and let
Jerusalem live. Events, however, have proved that this expectation wes and is
illusorys Jeruselem was wentonly attacked by the Arab States with British
supplied bombs and artillery immediately after the British vithdrew from Palestine
on iay 15, 1948, despite the United Nations Resolution, and has been under siege
end attack ever since. Its water and food supplies have been cut offs The Jews
have sustained thousands of casualties in defense of the besautifnl city which they
have built and which contains not only their most sacred shrines, but their great
University, their hospitals and other educational snd philanthropic institutions.
The heroism of the Jews of Jerusalem, men, women and even children czlike, in the
the face of the murderous Arab attacik constitutes .an epic by itself, Iow it is
proposed to tum these people, after all their sacrifices and privetions, over to
the mercy of the Areb invaders; for that is whet Count Bernadotte's recommendation
amounts to, The Arsbs can no more be expected to respect the nominal "control"
of the United Nations over Jerusslem in the future than they have respected it
heretofore. The world must still remember the outrage of the destructicn of the
pumping station at Latrun, vhich provided Jerusalem with water, at a time vhen
that pumping station was officially under United Nations supervision =nd after the
4rabs had gpecifically agreed to the resumption of its operations under the so-
celled Truce; and only this moming the press carries news of the brutel assault
upon a convoy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem umyer United Nations suspices by the
Leglonaires of the Trans-Jordan Legion, which convoy was proceeding under the
express agreement of the Argbs umder the Tmwce.

It is inconceivable that the Jews of Jerusalem and Israel will ever again
consent to leave Jerusalem in the midst of a hostile Arab sea, unconnected with:
Israel and with no greater security for their lives and property then would be
involved in the nominal "control" of the United Nations.

It is interesting to note the reasons given by Comnt Bemadotte for his
devastating recommendations, He says in hie report that "it cannot be ignored
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thet the vact difference between now znd last Hovember (the time of the Ceneral
Agsembly Resolution) is that a war has been started and stopped and that, in the
intervering months, decisive events have cccurred.," But this var was wnguestion=
ably started by the Aradb States surrommding Falestine, six of whom zre members
of the United Nations, in open and proclaimed defiance of the Thited Fations

and its Resolution, If this war has now been stopped to any extent, it has been
by Jewish velor and heroism, and not by anything that the Mediator or the United
Nations have done. The combined amies of the invading Arab States, vhom the
United States, through its representstive, has branded as aggressors in the
Security Council of the Thited Nations, have been thrown back by the enbottled
Jevs and have, indeed, been saved from complete rout only by the very timely
"Sruce” vhich the Security Council imposed on July 15, It seems now, howvever,
that either as a reward for their agsression or to compensate them for their
unexpected defeat, the State of Israel is to be dismembered emd two-thirds of
its territory and practically all its mineral wealth given to the azzressors.
V¥hile the City of Jerusalem, with 1tz overvhelmingly Jewish population cnd great
Jewish institutions, is to be tummed over to the mercies of its syrrounding Arsbs
vhile wmder nominal United Wations "control".

Coumnt Eermadotte recommends this treatment of Jerusalem beczuse "of its
religions and intemational sisnificance,” 3But it had the same significence on
June 27 of this year when he proposed that Jerusalem should be tumed over com-
pletely to the Arab State of Trans-Jorden., He then spparently believed that its
intemational significance should be forgotten in favor of the Arabs, It was
only vhen it becare evident that the Jews would prevent the carrying out of his
recommendation of June 27 by force of ams that the present, new recommendation
was advenced, But it amounts in effect to the seme thing as the o0ld recommenda-
;ion. a;d. the Jews are doubtless ready to defend themselves against it, too, by

orce of arms,

9/23/48



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

To

From

Chaimen of Local Emergency Committees Date September 17, 1948

MEMORANDUM

E&mlu Empim

For your infomation, herewith is Dr, Silver's statement dealing with

the assassination of Count Bemdottd

ELS:XB

"Bvery right-thinking person will be horrified by
the news of the mm'um of Count Bemadotte
end Colonel Serot in Jerusalems This shemeful and
dastardly crime is aggravated by reason of the fact
that the lives of the Count and his Freanch observer,
representative as they were of the authority of the
Wi, should have been inviolate. It comes as the
culmination of a series of outrages directed against
UN personnel including the murder of Mr. Wasson, the
Americen Consul in Jerusalem, of the two French UN
obgervers at the hands of Saudi-Arablens in Caza,

as well as of two other UN officials. We awalt
further detalls conceming the identity of the
assagoins of Count Bernadotte and Colonel Serot,

The Jewish Agency is transmitting to the Secretariat
of the United Hations and to the bereaved families
of the Count and of Colomel Serot the expression of
thelir profoundest sorrow.

Dry Abba Hillel Silver"



Anerican Zionist Emergency Council
342 Madison Avenue, New York City

TEE FOLLOVING TELEGRAM WAS SENT TO THE CHATRMEN OF LOCAL EMERGENCY COMSITTEES -
DAY LETTER NOVEMBER 19, 1947

UNITED STATES DELEGATICN TO UNITED NATIONS PRESSING FOR TRANSFER OF NEGEV TO ARAB
STATS TEUS ENDANGERING SOLUTION. IMPERATIVE THAT LARGE NUMBER OF TELEGRAMS BE SENT
IMMEDIATELY TO PRESIDENT TRUMAN AND ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE LOVETT ALONG FOLLOW-
ING LINES BUT IN YOUR OWN WORDS: QUOTE WE ARE DISTRESSED TO LEARY THAT UNITED
STATES DELEGATION TO UNITED NATIONS IS PRESSIIG FOR EXCLUSION OF THE LARGE AND
IMPORTANT AREA OF NEGEV FROM THE JEWISE STATE CONTBARY TO UNSCOP MAJORITY REOOM-
DORSED, SUCH REVISION WOULD SHARFLY REDUCE

MENDATIONS WHICH OUR GOVERNMENT HAS EX
JEVISE AREA, THUS CURTATLING ABILITY OF JEWISH STATE TO ABSORB IMMIGRANTS. IT
WOULD ALSO REDUCE THE POSSISILITY FOR EOONOMIG DEVELOFMENT AND REVDER THE
JEWISE STATE UNVIABLE, WE MUST PROTEST M0ST VIGOROUSLY AGAINST THIS UNWARRANTED
STAND BY UNITED STATES DELEGATION WHICH IS PARTICULARLY SHOCKING IN VIEW OF THE
FACT THAT IT FOLLOWS OUR GOVERNMENT!S FORTHRTGHT SUPPORT OF UNSCOP MAJORITY PLAN
WHICH EVOKED GENERAL PRAISE AND SATISFAGTION. FURTHERMORE THE PRESENT UNITED
STATES POSITION ENDANGERS THE UNITY WIIGH EAS THUS FAR PEEVAILED IN UNITED FATICNS
ON PALESTINE ISSUE, WE APFPEAL 7O YOU TO INTHEVENE IMMEDIATELY SO THAT THIS
INJUSTICE SEALL NOT BE DONE UNQUOTE, , FLEASE ENLIST THE FULL STERENOTE OF ALL GROUPS
IN YOUR COMMUNITY, BOTH JEWISH AND NON-JEWISH, IN TEIS TELEGRAM CAMPATGN WHICH MAY
HAVE TO LAST A NUMBER OF DAYS IN VIEW OF THE POSSIBILITY THAT IF DEFEATED IN THE
SUB-COMMITTEE, THE UNITED STATES DELEGATION MAY ATTEMPT TO HEOTEN THE QUESTION

OF TEE NEGEV IN THE FULL UNITED NATIONS COMMITTEE. THIS IS CRUCIAL. AOCT WITHOUT
DELAY., REGARDS.

HARRY L, SHAPIRO
HLS:MLD ' AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL



Arericen Zionist Emergency Council

3.2 dadison Avenue

]'e' Tolt 1?. Hl YI

THE FOLLOWING TELEGRAM WAS SENT TO CHATRMEN OF LOCAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEESS

NIGHT LEITER NOVEMBER 29, 1947

VICTORY AT LAST. WNITED NATIONS HAS JUST AFPROVED PLAW ESTASLISHING SEPARATE
JEWISH AND ARAB STATES IN PALESTINE. THE EMOTION ALL OF US ANE EXPERIENCING CAN
COME EUT ONOE IN LIFETIME. WE OF AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COWNCIL WISE TO SEARE
THAT FEELING OF PROFOUND JOY WITH YOU AWD OTHER LOCAL AMERICAN ZIONIST LEADERS,
WITHOUT WHOSE EFFORTS AND DEVOTION THIS GREAT MOEFT IN EISTORY MIGHT NEVER EAVE
ARRIVED, YOU MAY TAKE JUSTIFTABLE FRIDE IN ROLE YOU AND OTHER AMERICAN ZIONISTS
PLAYED IN OUR MOVEMENT UNDER DR, AZBA HILLEL SILVER'S MAGNIFICENT WORK
OF AMERICAY SECTICN OF JEWISH AGENCY FOR PALESITNE UNDER DR, SILVER'S CHAIEMANSHIP
IS NOW A MATTER OF EISTORY. A SUFEEMELY DIFFICULT TASF. FAS ESEN PERFORMED WITE

SINGULAR BRILLIANCE AND EFFECTIVFNESS BY AMERICAN SECTION. OUR THANKS GO OUT TO ALL
LEADERS OF OUR MOVEMENT VHO EAVE MER TIE CHALLENGE OF THEESE DIFFICULT MONTHS AND
HAVE ACHIEVED FOR JEWISE PEOILE NEV DIGNITY AND RESIECT AMONG NATIONS OF WORLDe

WE DO ¥OT BELIEVE FOR A MOMENT THAT OUR STRUGGLES AND JARDSHIPS ARE OVER,
THEEE MAY BE VERY TRYING DAYS ANEAD FOR THE JEWISH STATE, BUT WE ARE CERTAIN THAT
ZIONISTS OF AMERICA WILL REMAIN UNITED AND ON ALERT DURING COMING MONTHS TO INSURE
THAT JEWISH STATE SHALL SE ESPABLISNED SECURELY,

FOR THE PRESENT, HOWEVER, LET US CELEERATE OUR ACHIEVEMENT, VIOTORY CELEBRAe
TIONS IN YOUR COMMUNITY ARE CERTAINLY IN FLACE. KEEX US POSTED OF YOUR FLANS, LONG
LIVE THE JEWISH STATE}

EARRY Lo SHATIRO, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
ELS: 5B AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL



ANFRICAN ZIONIST POLICY COMMITTEE
55 WEST 42nd STREET

NEW YORK 18, NEW YORK

TELEPHONE: LAckawanna 4-7319

Translation of a special dispatch by S. Dingol in The Jewish Day,
April 8, 1945. (m dispatches hn;n appeared in the Jewish
¥orning Journal Jewish Daily Forward)

PEACE IN ZIONIST RANKS COULD BE ACHIEVED WITHIN TEN MINUTES, SAYS DR. SILVER

ZIONIST LEADER ASSERTS THAT THE DISPUTE WITHIN ZIONIST LEADERSHIP
mmmmmmmmmm - DOUBTS
mcmmnrmwmmm

The furor which has arisen in American Zionist circles over Rabbi Abba Hillel
Silver's forced resignation from the leadership of the American Zionist Emergency
Council, and the protests and demands for his preturn to leadership which have come
from all parts of the country, have finally brought about a decision by the Executive
Committee of the Zionlst Organization of America to name a committee which will ex-
plore the possibilities of restoring peace in the Zionist movement.

Dr. Israel Goldstein, President of the Zlionist Organization of America, named
2 committee of five, with Judge Louis E. Levinthal as chairman, for that purpose. The
four other members of the commiitee are: Daniel Frisch, Louls Lipsky, Ezra Shapiro,
and Dewey Stone.

When the membership of the group was made public, the American Zionist Policy
Committee, which supports Dr. Silver's policies, issued a statement expressing no
confidence in the committee because, with one exception, it 1s made up of Dr. Silver's
opponents, and "not a single member of the commitiee represents the forces in
American Zionism which have publicly demanded the recall of Dr. Silver.®



o

Dr. Silver was in New York on Frideay aftermoon end we made use of the occasion
to meet with him and get his opinion on the possibility for peace in the Zionist
leadership, and on the committee which was named by Dr. Goldstein.

Dr. Silver asserted that peace in the Zionist leadership can be achieved
very easily.,

®Peace in American Zionism can be brought about within ten minutes!® Dr. Silver
declared., "If Dr. Wise and I were to discuss the matter and if it were made clear
that the question of prestige is not involved, but that this concerns the best in-
terests of Zionism, then I don't think we would have much diffieulty in understanding
each other, provided thet outside influences will not be involved,”

"ind what is your opinion on the peace commitiee?® I asked Rabbi Silver,

"The American Zionist Policy Committee, with which I am in complete harmony,
has already made a statement sbout thet," Dr. Silver answered, "We are not opposed
. to a peace committee that really wants peace. But when such a comnittee is named, it
ghould be made up of neutrals who are not :j.ﬁvolvaﬂ in the controversy, or it should
be & mixed group, representing both sides, who would arrive at an understanding
among themselves. Unforiunately the makeup of this commitiee is such as would tend
to prolong the dispute, rather than achieve early peace:. One member of the committee,
speaeking from a Zionist platform, could find no better word than "Fesclst® to des-
cribe me. Inother member of the commitiee has travelled throughout the country to
speak against me at Zionist meetings. Such a ‘'peace committee' can have only one
interest--to keep the present ZOA leadership in control and to keep me as far as
possible from the Emergency Council.®

*Do you believe that the ZOA Executive was insincere in making this peace
attempt?® I asked Dr. Silver.

"No, I would not say thet. I believe that many members of the Executive were
sincere in requesting that peace be brought about. But because the makeup of the

committee was left in the hands of outspoken oppenents of mine, what emerged was not
a peace committee, but a group which will try to bury every possibility for achieving

peace."®
4/10/45



ANERICAN ZIONIST POLICY COMMITTEE
55 WEST 42nd STREET
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

A 10 CAN JEWS

The Roosevelt and Churchill Reports bring us bitter dis-
illusionment and throw light on the helplessness of
the Americen Zionist leadership.

Excerpts from an article in the Jewlish Morning Journal by David Eidelsberg
‘March 5§, 1945

Mr, Churchill's remarks on the Palestine question are by no means insignifi-
cant, They mey not have been openly hostile but they were certainly not friendly.
Their implicetions were deeply disheartening to us and their tone was one of flat-
tery to the Arabs, We would be making a fatal mistake not to take Mr. Churchill's
remarks seriously. 8o clever a statesman and so adept a master of words as the

Prime Minister does not use phrases carelessly.

What precisely did Mr. Churchill say? He assured his listeners that there had
been no general conference about conditions in the Middle East, and as proof of
that, he pointed to the absence from Cairo of the Regent of Iraq and the Emir of
Transjordan, He then discussed his luncheon with that "most remarkable man, King
Ibn Saud® and said, "Although we did not reach a solution of the problems of the
Arab world and of the Jewish people in Palestine, I have hopes that, when the war is
over, good arrangements can be made for securing the peace and progress of the Arab
world and generally of the Middle East..."

The cynical implications of this cne sentence are horrifying. It is far from a
frank and open statement but it makes several things wvery clear. In the first place,
Churchill obviously did discuss the Palestine problem with the King of Ssudi Arabla,
though the two reached no sgreement. In the second place, Churchill deliberately
omits all mention of the interest of world Jewry in Palestine. He restricts himself
to mentioning the problem "of the Jewlsh people in Palestine." That is very dif-
ferent from the problem of the Jewish people in relation to the political future of
Palestine. We are face to face here with the sadly familiar policy enunciated by
English statesmen every so often: that the present Jewish population of Palestine rep-
resents England's fulfillment of her promise to the Jewish people, and that now the
Yishuv must be fitted into the general scheme of the Areb world., This is the policy
behind the White Paper and behind all the ignoble schemes of the Colonial Office affect-
ing the future of the Jews in Falestine. It is notable that although Mr., Churchill's
sentence begins by mentioning "the problems of the Arab world and of the Jewish
people in Palestine," it ends by forgetting the Jews and looking forward to "the
peace and progress of the Arab world" only., In the course of a few seconds the

What is clear is this: as far as the British Government is concerned, it is
not ready to give any recognition to the Jewish people at the coming United Nations'
Conference, and it is not retreating even one step from the policy laid down in the
White Paper of 1939. The doors of Palestine remain shut in the faces of homeless
Jews; the political situation becomes constantly cloudier and "the architect of the
Jewish future®" (as Mr. Churchill will be remembered to have described himself re-
cently) is busy building Arab defenses against the Jews.

The situation is & grave one but we must force ocurselves to understand and
evaluate it properly. We are a most unfortunate people, but we need not be a
foolish one. We will be both foolish and disloyal to ourselves if we here in
America silently accept Mr. Churchill's cynical edict on our future.
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American Zionism is disorganized to its very core. The atiempts that are being
made to hide this fact are more dangerous than the fact itself. Our political
activity is paralyzed; our present leadership has neither a program of work nor a
plan appropriate for this grave period. It hasn't the sirength to undertake the
tremendous battle which must be waged in the next few weeks. Those leaders who had
fought for Zionism energetically and with vision, and who have great achievements to
their credit have been thrust aside, and we now remain with a leadership which for
years distinguished itself by its helplessness and its tendencies towards appease-
ment. It is a leadership of obstructionism, of petiy personal jJealousies, of ex-
ceptional ability in forcing out the only persons who can work and who wish to work
and who have shomm how to work, All that this present leadership can tell us is to
do nothing - it has already received promises from the White House. All should be
left in "his® hands ... P

It may be that the promises from the White House are sincere and binding, worth
quite &s much after election as before; it may be that American political and State
Department leaders are less exparb than Mr. Churchill et using words to conceal the
truth, All this may be true - but is this the time simply to sit end wait for a
friendly glance or a sympathetic hint which may or may not come? Have we left evary-
thing in the hands of the "architects® of our future in Iondon and Weshington, and
is there nothing we ourselves should do? What emall people in the world conducts
its affairs in such a manner? Is there any other nation that satisfies itself with
ambiguous hints and promises, that bases its national policy on whispered requests
to "leave it to me?"

If we accept the policy of waiting and leaving everything to the "architects®
t111 after the war, while all around us the world goes up in flames, then we must
follow the present Zionist leadership end do nothing to disturb its peace. But if
we realize how grave and how urgent this moment is, how disastrously near we are to
losing Palestine, then we camnot afford to wait for a Zionist Convention, which may
perhaps not take place at all this year.- The Zionist masses throughout this country
must et once take it upon themselves to recall those persons who, through base ma-
neuvering and personal intrigues have been driven from leadership. These men of
action who kmow how to storm American public opinion must ence more be given the
reins of our work and we must rally around them, strengthen their hands and follow
in the paths they point out.

There are only & few weeks left before that San Francisco Conference at which
there will be represented meny a small people with far less right to representation
than ours. We must at least fight for representation, we must at least press and
urge that the Conference include our cause on its egenda. The fact that this Con-
ference is teking place on American soil glves us great opportunities for work, op-
portunities which we could not possibly have had in Yalta or Cairo, Those oppor-
tunities can be utilized if we have leaders speaking in our name with courage and
with vision.

We must win passionate American sympethy for our attempt to keep the voice of
the Jewish people from being silenced at the United Nations' Conference, to keep our
claims, our needs and our just demands from being ignored, as they have been at all
conferences until now - even in the report of our great friend, President Roosevelt.
The fate of Palestine is in the balance now and we dare not tolerate anyone who
tells us merely to be quiet and to wait. Mr. Churchill's cynical speech, President
Roosevelt's evasions are a challenge to all Jews, a challenge which we must accept
with the dignity end the courage of a self-respecting people.



PRESS RELEASE

ABBA HILIFL SILVER TESTIMONIAL DINNER COMMITTEE
SUITE 704

55 WEST 42nd STREET

NEW YORK 18, N.Y.

TELEPHONE - IA 4 - 7319

FOR RELEASE: MONDAY, MARCH 19, 1945

BARKLEY, LAUSCHE, NIEBUHR, TAFT AMONG SPEAKERS AT TESTIMONIAL TO
DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER

LEADERS FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE PARTICTPATING IN TRIBUTE

New York - - Leaders from all walks of life will join in honoring Dr. Abba
Eillel Silver, of Cleveland, at a Tes D:lwto be held on Wednesday
evening, ¥arch 2lst, in the Grend Ballroom of the Hotel Gomodﬂre, New York City.
Speakers at the dimnmer will include samu_ﬂaamtgz.emr Alben W. Barklsy (D.,Ky.),
Rabbi Wolf Gold, leader of the World Mi: : ly Gomor Frank J. Lausche
(D., Ohic), Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, of Union Theological S ¥, David Pinski,
leader of Labor Zionism, Senator Robert A, Taft (R., Ohio), and Dr, Silver,

Dr. Emanuel Neumann, Zionist leader; will serve es the dinner chairman, and the in-
vocation will be delivered by Rebbi Leon I. Feuer of Toledo.

Scores of messages paying tribute to Dr, Silver for his vigorous leadership
of American Jewry and his great contributions to American life generally over many
years of devoted service have been received by the dinner committee.

Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, of the Methodist Church, said in his message:
"Dr, Silver's distingulshed leadership has been an inspiration to the religious
forces of the nation. He has revealed both courage and understanding, and hss
never forgotten the equally important factor of pathy. In these hours in which
we seek to build a new world, the moral principles has enunciated ars the
essential foundetion upon which such a structure may be reared., Christians,
everywhere, I am sure, will join me in this brief word of tribute and gratitude.”

Dr, Daniel L. Mersh, President of Boston University and Executive Chairmen of
the American Pelestine Committee, said: "Dr. Silver is not only a distinguished and
useful leader of the Jewlish people in America and throughout the world, he is also
one of this generation's greatest American citizens of any faith or of eny racial
inheriteance."

Honorary sponsors of the dinner are: Irving Abramson, president, N.J.
State C.I.0.; Sholem Asch, noted author; Senator Alben W. Barkley, (D. Ky.);
Senator Ralph O, Brewster, (R. Me.); Senator Harold H, Burton, (R. Ohio);
Cedalia Bublick, prominent Yiddish journalist; Fred M. Butzel, Detroit com-
mmity lesder; Representative Emanuel Celler, (D. K.Y.); Prof, Abraham Cronbach,
of the Hebrew Union College; Soclomon Dingol, prominent Yiddish journalist;
Rabbi Abrsham J. Feldman, Hertford, Conn. community leader; Rabbi Leon I. Feuer,
Zionist leader; Isidor Fine, Brooklyn community leader; Jacob Fishman, veteran
Yiddish journalist; Ceorge I. Fox, New York community leader; Rabbi Leon Fram,
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Detroit Zionist leader; Dr. Solomon B. Freshof, noted Jewish scholer and
religious leader; Prof. Carl J. Friedrich, of Harvard University; Dean Charles
W. Gilkey, of Chicago Unlversity; Rabbi Robert Gordis, president of the
Rabbinical Assembly of America; Williem Green, president of the A,F. of L.;

Joel Gross, national co-chairman, United Palestine Appeal; Rabbl Harry Halpern,
president, Brooklyn Zionist Region; Prof. Ralph S, Harlow, of Smith College;
Herman Hoffman, president, Independent Order B'rith Abraham; Rabbi Max Eirshblum,
leader of Mizrachl; Dean Winifred G, Leutner, of Western Reserve University;
Rabbi Joseph H., Lookstein, leader of Miszrachi; Dr, Walter C. Lowdermilk,
Assistant Chief, U.S. Scil Conservation Service; Hon, Paul V. McNutt, U.S. Man-
power Commissioner; Dr. Daniel L. Marsh, president of Boston University;

David Iouis Meckler, editor of the Jewish Morning Journal; Abrabam Miller,
vice-president, ht_]aamted Glath:l.ng lorken Union; Rabbi Irving Miller,

Zionist leader; B‘,Imp Francis J. Mcl 11 of New York; Representative John

W, McCormeck, (D. Mass.); Hon. Vincent J. lhr;b;r Yayor of Newark, N.J.;
Isidore Nagler, viﬁa-msidmt of the I.L.G.W.U.; Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam

* of the Methodist Church; Judge Bernard Eoleablatt, president of the Palestine
Foundation Fund; Joseph Schlossberg, Labor Zionist leader; Dr. Ferdinand
Sonneborn, New York community leader; Dean W.C. Sperry, of Harvard University;
Rabbi Milton Steinberg, Zionist leader; Elihu D. Stone, veteran Zionist leader;
Senator Robert A, Taft, (R. Ohio); Morris Weinberg, publisher of The Jewish Day;
Hon, Sumner Welles, former Undersecretary of State; Rabbi Samuel Wohl, Cincinnati
religious leader; Samuel Wolchok, president of the United Wholesale and Retail
Employees Intl. Union; Prof. H.A, Wolfson, of Earvard University; Max Zaritsky,
president of the United Hatters, Cep and Millinery Workers Union.

Co-cheirmen of the dinner areti FProf, William F, Albright, of Johns Hopkins
University; Hon. M. Maldwin Fertig, pns:[denf. of the Bronx Zionist Region;
Rabbi Wolf Gold, leader of World Mizrachi; Hon. Nathaniel L. Goldstein, Attorney-
Ceneral of New York State; “Judge Emanuel Creenberg, Brooklyn community leader;
Prof, Horace M. Kallen, of the New School for Social Research; Prof. Mordecai
M, Eaplan, of the Jewish Theological Seminary; Emanuel Neumann, Zionist leader;
David Pinski, leader of Labor Zionism; Hon. Carl Sherman, former Attorney-General
of New York Stete; Charles J. Rosenbloom, treasurer of the United Palestine Appeal;
Justice Meier Steinbrink, N.Y. State Supreme Court Justice; Pierre van Paassen,
noted author.
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January 17, 1945

Dear Z. 0. A. Member and Friend:

You are cordially invited to attend our first
membership DINNER mti.ng to be held at the B. M. H.
Synagog at Mh 16th Avenue and Gnr.‘lm'd 8treet,
Thursday, 6:20 P.M., January 25, 1946.

The dinner will be catered by Mrs. Gelfand at
R.oo;perjpllta.

A most interesting and unusual program has been
arranged as follows:

1. Dinnmer.

s. Qelacttm of Palestinan Folk Songs, through
the courtesy of the sixteen volces of the Farband
Choir (of radio fame).

3. "The Zionist Crisis - what does it mean?” by
Robert S, Gamszey, menaging editor, Intermountain
Jewish News.

4. Iatest Sound Movie about Palestine (15 minutes).

6. Rena Waxman, radio star, will give a 15-minute
rendition entitled "The Eight Men".

We are counting on your attendance to this impor-
tant event. Rest assured you will enjoy an evening of
pleasure you will long remember.

Very earnestly and sincerely,
Louis E. Gelt

President, Denver District
Zionist Organization of America
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American Zionist Emergency Council

342 MADISON AVENUE

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS NEW YORK 17, N. Y.
Hedassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America -
Y 2 o MUrray HIll 2-1180
Poale Zion-Zsire Zion of America
Zionist Organization of America January 19, 1945

Dear Rabbi:

It i1s generally believed that the President will leave shortly after
the Inauguration on January 20 for the long-anticipated conference with
Prime Minister Churchill and Marshal Stalin., There are many good reasons
to believe that one of the most important items on the agenda at this
historic gathering will be that of the immediate rescue of surviving Jews
in war-torn Europe and the future status of Jewish Palestine.

In order that the President, on the eve of these dellberations, may
once again be impressed with the vital concern of the vast majority of the
American public, both Jewish and Christisn, with the primacy of Palestine
as the solution to the problems of immediate rescue and permsnent rehabili-
tation, the American Zionist Emergency Council has unde several steps
in which it has enlisted the cocperation of numerous other bodies. You
probably have already received the special call from the Synsgogue Council
of America on this subject.

We now urgently appeal to you to help this great and urgent effort by
devoting your sermon on the Sabbath of Jmm -26-27 to the theme set forth
in the attached text of a auggastod prayer. we also recommend that you
make reference to the following: Eszekiel 87, Psalms 128, 137. We urge also
that announcements be inserted in the local newspapers on the nature of your
sermon and the text of the special prayer which will be recited.

In addition, it is suggested that appropriate telegraphic messages, in
accord with the epirit of the special prayer enclosed herewith be eddressed
to President Roosevelt by your congregation, as well as by all men's, women's,
youth and other groups and the religious school affiliated with your congrega-
tion. Such messages should be sent addressed to the President, The White House,
Washington, D.C,, not later than Monday, January 29.

We would profoundly appreciate your cooperation in this endeavor which
we regerd as of utmost importance at this tims.

Will you be good enough to indicate on the enclosed card that we may
count on your assistance in this program?

Weshd Joresl, Wk
“Rabbi Stephun 8. VWise Rabbi Istgel Goldstein bi Wolf ;ﬂ

Ameriom Zionist Comit.tee on Synagogue Gomitt.ee on
Emergency Council Petitions Religious Forces
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SUGGESTED PRAYER FOR THE SABBATH OF JANUARY 26-27

0 God, Thou great governor of all the world and guardian of nations,
we invoke Thy blessing upon the President of the United Btates and prsy Thee
that his re-inesuguration into office may be the harbinger of a wise and fruitful
administration and mark the beginning of an era of enduring peace. Be Thou
with him as he embarks upon his sacred mission to confer with the other leaders
of the great liberating nations, to aid in the achievement of speedy victory
and in the plannimg and establishment of & world order of justiice and righteons-
ness. Grant hin fortitude and vigor, sustain him in health, guard hinm from
danger and protect him in hardehip in his going forth and in his coming back,
end glorify hic endeavors with noble accomplishmente.

0 Champion of the oppm;d. Mboi Thy spirit upon the councils of the
great lezders of the United Nations. B’tm within them the resolves to
venquish tyranny and eradicate oppression, to heal the wounds of nenkind, tc
right the wrongs wrought om the enslaved peovles and to rebuild human society
on the four-fold cormerstones of freedom mr:rwheﬂ on earth,

0 Eeavenly Father, we pray Thee to mnt vision and courasge to the
President of our great rapublic that he may espouse the cause of the epnressed
of 211 nations and remember the’ oft=Forgotten pedple of Israel. Awaken Thou
the hearts of the spokesmen of freedom to the plight of the most grievously
stricken victime of the foe of humsnity. Behold, they are banished from their
homes, driven without food, shelter or hope tc the hiding places of the earth,
tortured and massacred, May the blood of the dead, the lament of the bereaved
and the wail of the doomed stir the souls of the great leaders to open every
avenue of rescue to the captive children of Israel. lay they realize that the
world 1;r111 inow no reace until 211 who are enslaved are set free, until all
vho are homeless are given refuge and until 211 who are downtrodden are festorad

to human dignity, and iniouity has vanished from the face of the earth.

(more)
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0 Lord God, strenzthen the sense of justice in the hearts of those who
are charged with the fashioning of £ new world, that they may reaffirm the
pledge of the restoration of Zion made to the people of Isrzel by the nations
of the world, that they may see and éspouae our right to estzblish a Jewish
Commonwealth in a free and undivicded land of Israel, whither our uprooted and
homeless brethren may go unhindered and unafrzid, to rebuild their lives and
to restore their ancient heritage of faith, freedom and righteousness.

In the name of the multitudes who have died for the sanctification of
Thy ¥ame, whose graves are not marked and whose ashes not gathered, we implore
Thy zrace upon the great spokesmen of fresdom. Gird them with fortitude and
steadfastness to achieve the deliverance of humanity znd Israel and to enhance
the esteblishment of Thy kingdom on earth. Praised art Thou, 0 God, Who hearest

our prayers, Amens



American Zionist Emergency Council

342 MADISON AVENUE

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS NEW YORK 17, N. Y.
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America Al
e $ Organtzation of Amarice MUrray Hill 2-1180
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America
Zionist Organization of America

September 11, 1944

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman
930 Humboldt Street
Denver, Colo.

Dear Rabbi Friedmans

There can be little doubt that the future of the Jewish National
Home will be decided during the year 5705, As United Nations forces move
forward to final victory over the enemy, a definitive pronouncement on
Palestine becomes more imminent. It is, therefore, extremely important that
the Jews of America, a vast majority of whom are on record in favor of the
Zionist program, join in a final, all-out drive to bring about the implement-
ation of that program.

During the past year the American Zionist Emergency Council has
been mobilizing public opinion behind the drive to repeal the White Paper
policy and to bring about the establishment of a free and democratic Jewish
Commonwealth in Pelestine. The Council's efforts have covered a variety of
fields and have produced many gratifying results, We feel that this activity
should be reviewed now, so that, confident in the lknowledge that American
Zionist political work is being conducted with a high degree of effective-
ness, the American Jewish community will give its fullest support to the
Council's program during the crucial months which lie ghead.

We are, therefore, taking the liberty of sending you the enclosed
brief survey of the Council's political work, and hope that you will see fit
to relay this information to the members of your congregation during the
High Holidays.

With heartfelt wishes for a New Year that will bring with it peace
for the world and redemption for the Jewish people, I am

ey Glrpc

HLS ;BP
Enc.



THE AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGEWCY COUNCIL - A YEAR QOF ACTIVITY

The Americen Zionist Emergency Council came into being a year ago, dur-
ing the darkest period of recent Zionist history. At a time when certain
official quarters went so far as to attempt 2 ban on open discussicn of the
Palestine question, the major Zionist bodies in the United States — the Zionist
Orgenization of America, Hadassah, Mizrachi and Poale Zion —~— Joined in re-
organizing the American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs and establishing
the Council as the political and public relations am of the entire American
Zionist movement, Dr. Abba Hillel Bilver end Dr. Stephen 5, Wise were named
co~chaimmen of the Council and immediately set out to mobilize public opinion
behind Zionist aspirations through a broad public relations program.

A number of special departments, directed by experts in their respective
fields, were establisheds These included departments dealing with Community
Contacts, Information (Press and Radie), Publications, Spealors, Research,
Intellectual Mobilization, Christian Opiniom, American Jewish Religious Forces,
Special Events, Labor Relations, etc. A pemanent bureau wae set up in
Washington and almost immediately official circles began to recognize that
a dynemic force was on the scene — a responsible organization volcing the
sentiments of an overwhelming mejority of Americen Jewry.

¥ore than 300 local emergency committees were formed throughout the
country, and in December, 1943, the first conference of local committee chair-
men was held in Cleveland, where detailed plans to enliet American public
opinion in support of the Council's work were formulated, The heads of these
local groups returned to their cities, inspired to carry out the most effective
progrem of education in American Zioniet history. BHundrede of editorials in
papers ranging from country Jjournals to metropolitan dailies, scores of resolu~
tions, rallies, radio addresses and articles by Jewish and non-Jewisgh leaders

resulted from the educational activities carried on in the local communities.
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Another highly successful conference of local committee chaimmen took place on
May 23rd and 24th in Washington.

On the political front, fha most important step was the introduction of
the Palestine resolutions in both EHouses of Congress. Of course this involved
risks, tut the Council was convinced that the risk of inaction was even greater.

During the hearings before the House Foreign Affairs Committee, Zionist
leaders presented our case in a dbrilliant manner, and the loczl committees did -
magnificent worke From every state in the Union, thousands of letters, post-
cards end telegrame were sent fo the members of Congress, Seldom had Washington
seen such amazing public interest in a plece of legislation,

Yhile action was deferred at the request of the military, it should be
made clear that these measures are not dead. When the proper rmoment arrives,
the Council will press for action on the Palestine resolutions.

As a reslt of the widespread public egitation and education brought
about by the Palestine resolutions, the "comspiracy of silence" on the Palestine
quostion was broken, and on March S9th Prosident Roosevelt authorized Dr. Wise
and Dre Silver to say that "the American Government has never given its approval
to the White Paper of 1939...,and that when future decisions are reached, full
justice will be done to those who seek a Jewlsh National Home,"

The Councill's educational activity in Washington also helped to bring
about the inclusion in the platfomms of both major politicel parties of excelleat
Palestine planks. On June 27, 1944, the Republican Nationel Convention declared:

"In order to give refuge to millions of distressed Jewish men,
women and children driven from their homes by tyranny, we call
for the opening of Palestine to their unrestricted immigration
and land ownership, so that in accordance with the full intent
and purpose of the Balfour Declaration of 1917 and the Resolu—
tion of a Republican Congress in 1922, Palestine may be consti-
tuted as a free and democratic Commonweelthe.."

This pronouncement was followed three weeks later, on July 20th, by the

Democratic National Convention's declaration, as follows:
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"We favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted immigration
and colonization, and such a policy as to result in the establish-
ment there of & free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth."

With both major political parties giving their unqualified endorsement to
the Jewish people's efforts to rebuild their national life in Palestine, Zionism
has become 2 declared objective in the postwar program of the United States.

While much has been accomplished in the past year, there are many obstacles
to be overcome on our road to complete vietory. The continued support of an
overwhelming majority of American Jewry is required to bring this drive to a
successful conclusion., With that support, victory is almost assured, and the
dsy vhen Palestine shall be established as a free and democratic Jewish Common-

wealth not too far distant.



7 NATIONAL LABOR COMMITTEE FOR PALESTINE

| AFFILIATED WITH HISTADRUT HAOVDIM IN ERETZ ISRAEL

== IR0 PIR 1R MININDA 10T IRS 1MINRY 1VIRWRIDIIDI

National Headguarters
275 Seventh Avenue e New York, N. Y.
'WAtkins 9-5288

Beginning October 10th, 1943 — Our Office Will Be Located at
45 EAST 17th STREET, NEW YORK 3, N. Y.
ALgonguin 4-9570

February 10, 1944

DAVID PINSKI Rebbi Herbert If;:;'iadman
DVGRA ROTHBARD Denver, Colos

DAVID WERTHEIM - Dear Rebbil Friedman:-
Co-Chairmen

MORRIS FEINSTONE zihen I met you at the J.I.R. libr?ry you
Chairmen were se overjoyed with your cless mates that I didn't went
Adminiseaice Commisies 4 4ntrude snd talk business with you. It hapens that in

addition to studying at the J.I.R., I am also working with

the Netionsal Laber Committee for Pelestine., I wanted to

‘md,m,m‘_rmm discuss with you the me tfer of the =llocstion of the Allied

Jdowish Council of Denver for the Histadrut in Palestire.

Isaac HAMLIN
National Secretary

o iaRe AT We have requested an 2llocation 'of $2000
Associate Secretary in view of the needs and accemplishment of the Histadrut

with which you ere undoubtedly fully familiar, Rebbi Samuel
Wonl of Cincinnati will be in Denyér on Merch 7th to discuss
this matter with the officers of the Council. I have no
doubt that you will want to meet Rabbi Wohl., If you ere in
& position to asslst him 4n eny way both he snd I will ap-
preciate it grestly, From“our brief conversetion, I have a
feeling thet you will be very helpful. Many thenks,

Sincerely yours,

SAADIA GELB,
Assistant Netional Secretary

-  Dorward fo Uictory and a Jowish (oo we (ommonwealth !
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February 18, 1944

Dear Z.0.A. Member:

You, your family and friends are cordially
invited to attend an Open Meeting of the Denver
District Zionist Organization to be held at
Temple Emenuel on Wednesday evening, February 23,
at 8:00 o'clock.

"They Live Again," a moving picture film
on contemporary Palestine, with Paul Muni as
narrator, will be shown.

The guest spegker will be Dr. Walter E.
Roloff, Professor of History and Economics at
the Colorade School of Mines, who will discuss
"Palestine and the Pattern of Anti-Semitism."
Dr. Roloff is a leader of the Colorado Christian
Council for Palestine and the Citizens for Vie-
tory. He has been most cooperative in the work
of the Anti-Defamation League end has a deep
understanding of the important Jewish problems
now confronting our community.

You are assured of an interesting program
end we look forward to the pleasure of having
you snd your friends with us on Wednesday
evening.

Sincerely,

Lo 77 Jam&?
Corresponding Secrstary






detober 27, 1943

Zionist Organization of America,
111 - 5th Avenue,
New York City, New York,

Gentlement

We have in qut"‘!‘d,m'pla a series of Friday _li!_.-ght forums, the
next of which 12 to Be devoted to ths suhject of Zionism.

5y of course, a Ziomist district here in Denver, and
some of our people are mesbers. But, by and large our people are
unfamiliar =ith the history, the ob} vea, and the true mean

of the 7ionist movement. ¥e are, therefore, sponsoring this forum
as an educational device.

In the course of vious forums on other subjlects, we have
slways distributed ‘pamphlet material to uhderscore the theme of
the evening. Ve would like to continue the same practice with
this forum on Zionism, and you can comtribute substantially to its
success by making & €, to us, one hundred (100) copies each
of the following three pamphlets:

"The Ziomist Movement, Its Tncpirations, Aims
and Accomplidhents®, published in 1939:

"A Call to the Fducated Jew" by Louis D. Brandeis
issued by the @epartment of Youth & Fducation
of the ZOA:

"Reformed Judaism & Zionism®, by Bernard G.
RMichards, reprinted from "The New Palestine®,
September 11, 1942,

Thanking you in advance and looking forward to receiving
these pamphlets as soon as possidble, I remain

Very truly yours,

Rabbl Herbert A. Friedman
BAF:ss
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This is intended solely for CO”Flpf”rldt If there is information con-
the recipient and must un- tained herein on which you

der no circumstances be wish fuller details, write

published or ~ distributed. ’ 0 ‘ ‘ £, I ” to the Emergency Council.

Issued for private, confidential use by AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL, 41 East 42nd Streec, New York 17, N. Y.
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DR. WEIZMANN SEES THE PRIME MINISTER: Censorship difficultles make full reports of
Dr. Weizmann's recent negotiations in London impossible. It is, however, knomn that
he had several encouraging discussions with Field Marshal Smuts who had been acting
as head of the War Cabinet in Mr. Churchill's absence., Moreover, prior to the Prime
Minister's deperture for the Middle East, Dr. Weizmann had a long and friendly con-
versation with him., In the fall of-1940, when Dr, Weizmann had his first interview
with Mr, Churchill after the latter's appointment as Prime Minister, Mr. Churchill
approved & memorandum presented by Dr. Welzmenn on the subject of the Jewish Army.
Outside pressure and Mr. Churchill's concentration on major strategic problems were
later responsible for the rejection by the Government of the proposed Jewish Army
which was to taper off into Jewish units and the Jewlsh battalions of the Palestine
Regiment. Such contacts as the Zionist leadership has had with the Prime Minister
since 1940 have demonstrated that there has been no essential change in the sympa-
thetic attitude towards Zicnism he manifested in his anti-White Paper speech of May,
1939, and on so many previous occasions. Dr. Weizmann's recent interview with
Mr, Churchill has confirmed our previous impression that he is still a firm belisver in
the cause of the Jewish National Home. He is determined to take some positive action
in its behalf but 1s concerned with choosing what seems to him an appropriate time.

MORE ON THE ARMS FRONT: Though the news of Dr. Weizmann's conversation with
Mr, Churchill has naturally proved gratifying to Zionist circles, all indications
make it clear that an intense struggle is being waged against us and that there is a
concentrated effort to create a situation adverse to us before any intervention on
our behalf is judged advisable or timely, The Palestine Administration, though it

. released the thirty-four arrested settlers of Ramat Hakovesh, continues its attempts
to break up the Jewlsh Self-Defense. In searching the village of Hulda some wseks
ago, it egain chose a settlement which by the very nature of its exposed situation
and its tragic history during periods of unrest, could hardly be expected not to
hoard arms against possible future attacks, There was & particularly sinister note
in the suggestion by the President of the Court, the same officer who had presided
over the Arms Trial of the summer, that if the two villagers who had pleaded guilty
(inasmuch as the defense of the village is their special responsibllity) would re-
veal where they had obtained their small "illegal® arms cache, thelr sentences would
be *"considered in another light* -- an obvious bid to them to name the Hagana as
their source of mumnitions., Hulda, it will be recalled, was burnt down in the riots
of 1929 and lost seventeen of its settlers in the 1936-1939 disturbances mainly as a
result of Germsn-made land mines strewn over the unpaved roads surrounding the
villege. In the case of Hulda, as of Ramat Hakovesh, the pretext for the police
raid was the search for Polish deserters; none was found in either village. Though
the village's precarious situation was made clear to the court by the settlers and
attested to by a police inspector, the two settlers who had pleaded guilty were
sentenced to six and five years imprisonment each, after declining to reveal how
they ceme into possession of the weapons. Three other settlers were given sentences
of two years each.
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A SENATOR REFUTES THE MACMICHAFL FORMULA: The arms searches are of course intended
to be conclusive evidence in support of the Palestine Administration's self-serving
formula that Jewish armed aggression will lead inevitably to an explosion in the
Middle East, and that Zionism is a menace to the United Nations' war effort through-
out the Middle Fast, Significant refutation of this theory has been furnished by
one of the five United States Senators who toured the war fronts. This gentleman
who had been glven the background of the Zionist situation before his departure,
visited the Arab countries of North Africa and also Palestine, Throughout his trip
he discussed the Palestine question with British and Arab statesmen. Wherever he
went the British representatives were at pains to impress him with the tension in
Palestine end the danger of an explosion throughout the Arab world because of the
Zionist issue. On the other hand, none of the many Moslem leaders to whom the
senator spoke in Egypt and North Africa raised the Palestine question, The Senator's
own conclusion is that it should not be impossible to bring about a satisfactory
solution of the Palestine problem if the Arabs are properly dealt with in the other
Arsb countries.

THE BASIS OF OUR WORK: The conference of leaders of local emergency committees held
in Cleveland on December 11 and 12 made clear the basic political principle under-
lying the work of both the national Zionist Emergency Council and the local emer-
gency committees. The political situation with regard to Palestine seems to be
developing with great rapidity, and it is in fact believed that the Palestine
problem was discussed at the Cairo Conference. At a time when ultimate decisions on
the political future of Palestine may well be under consideration, we for our part
carmot limit ourselves to a mere demand for the removal of the restrictive White
Faper but must state our own case positively and comprehensively. Hence all our
work must be predicated on the Palestine Resolution of the American Jewish Conference
which demanded the withdrawal in its entirety of the White Paper and control by the
Jewish Agency of immigration to, and agricultural and industrial development in,
Palestine -- these measures constituting "the essential pre-requisites for the at-
tainment of a Jewish majority and for the re-creation of the Jewish Commonwealth."

THE UNWANTED AMBULANCES: An interesting 1ittle sidelight on the Palestine Admin-
istration is furnished by Congressmen Celler who reports that the ten ambulances
purchased by the Order Sons of Zion last year for the Red Mogen David (the equi-
valent in Jewish Palestine of the Red Cross), were kept in this country for six
months for lack of import licenses from the Palestine Administration. All neces-
sery papers had been secured at this end - an export license from the Office of
Economic Warfare, clearance from the Lend-Lease Administration, ete. It was only
after great effort by the Order Sons of Zion and personal representations by
Congressman Celler to a prominent American official attached to the Middle East
Supply Center that the Palestine Administration granted the necessary import license,

MR. TONG AND THE STRUMA: In the course of Mr. Breckenridge Long's appearance befors
the Foreign Affairs Committee, he was asked if he had any knowledge of the fatal
accident to the Struma in 1941. The congressman who asked the question stated that
he was under the impression that the ultimate cause of the disaster was the refusal
of the Palestine Administration to give immigration certificates for Palestine to
the Rumanian Jewish refugees crowded on the boat. Mr. Long's reply was: "There was
a ship in 1941 which approached Istanbul, The boat was rerouted back and something
happened in the Black Sea." Why it was turned back, he said, he did not remember in
detail. He could look up the details and advise Congressman Mundt who had asked the
question. MNr. Long's general conclusion was that nothing could have prevented the
boat from exploding. "It was a terrible thing to happen, but it was one of those
things that do heppen.”
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DR. SILVER TO MR. IONG: In order to furnish Mr, Long with the details he had vol-
unteered to look up for Mr. Mundt's information, Dr. Silver, as chairman of the
Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency Committee, wrote to Mr. Long,
enclosing a copy of the memorandum on the Struma submitted to the Acting Secretary.
of State last March. That memorandum had made it clear that had the Palestine
Administration given the Struma passengers immigration certificates which were in
fact available under the quota, the Turkish Government would have been willing to
permit the refugees to leave their unseaworthy boat and remain temporarily on
Turkish soil. Every attempt to secure immigration permits from the Palestine Ad-
ministration failed despite the repeated warnings of the Jewish Agency that rejec-
tion of these appeals meent death by drowning for the passengers: hence on Feb. R4,
1942 the Struma was ordered out of port by the Turkish authorities and went to
pieces on reaching the open sea., Only one out of 769 on board survived. Dr, Silver's
letter ends: "The recollection remains bitter that owing to the refusal of the
Palestine Administration in the face of urgent humanitarian pleas from many
quarters, to admit these refugees to Palestine, the boat with its human cargo was
ordered back to Rumania. It was in the course of this return trip that the ex-
plosion took place, as & result of which all aboard, with one exception, were
drowned. One may be permitted the reflection that the explosion came perhaps as a
merciful release for people who had already suffered greatly and who were now faced
with return to the death chambers and concentration camps of the Nazis."

THE ARGUMENT THAT MUST BE ANSWERED: Increased contact with government personnel
during the last few months has made it clear to those actively involved in the work
of the Emergency Council, that a principal line of attack of those opposed to the
Jewish National Home is to question its absorptive capacity. That so small a land
can solve so large a refugee problem is deemed impossible. The Emergency Council
now has in preparation suitable popular material on the economic potentialities of
Palestine, Special mention must be made here of a book to be published by Harper's
in March: "Palestine, Land of Promise* by Dr. Welter C. Lowdermilk, Assistant Chief
of the U. S. Soll Conservation Bureau. This is a detailed and convincing analysis
of the great possibilities in Palestine for the absorption of millions of new im-

migrants.

PEOPLE: The Palestine Administration's campaign for the
preaemtion and implementatim of the White Paper policy is being carried on in
devious ways in this country. The propaganda in the New York Times is only one
weapon., For the last few months Miss Freya Stark, the enthusiastically pro-Arab
British archaeologist and author, has been in the United States: her mission is to
make propeganda for the Arab cause, to explain why the White Paper should be carried
out, and to sound out "important® -- ergo, generally anti-Zionist - American Jews
on their attitude to Palestine. 8She is doing little public lecturing but devoting
herself to "seeing people" and expounding to them as an "expert® her favorite theory
that all of Arabia - from the lowliest fellah to the highest effendi - is passionate-
ly and primarily concerned with the sad lot of the Arabs of Palestine whom the Jews
are allegedly depriving of land and livelihood. While visiting and "observing"
Palestine before her trip to the United States, Miss Stark did not find time to see
any Jewish village, institution, or underteking and could not manage even to meetb
with representatives of the Jewlsh Agency.
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First Issue: This bulletin is issued by the American Zionist Emergency Council
to keep friends informed of the background of events affecting Palestine and to
indicate the policies which animate our work. The ability to present the case
for Jewish Palestine is dependent upon a knowledge of the facts, both those
which are published and those which cannot yet be made generally availabls.,

The select group to whom this bullstin is distributed may have questions as sit-
uvations develop. Readers are invited to make special inquiries and the answers
will be made available through this bulletin.

CONGRESS: The first objective of the reorganized Emergency Council is to mo-
bilize the Jews of the United States and Christian sympathizers to prevail upon
our Government to help in eliminating the British White Paper on Palestine,

which intends to halt all Jewish gration into Palestine by April, 1544, Under
the White Paper, Jews will be excluded from Palestine on the sole ground of their
religious belief. It is inconceivabls that any person living in a free dsmoc-
racy can subsoribe to that anti-Jewish and anti-democratic philoscphy. Four-
teen committees have been set up by the Emergency Council through which to
present the story to the various elements of American public opinion, The Com-
munity Contacts Committee is the channel through which every Jewish community

in the United States will be organized for the establishment of local emergency
committees to represent a oross-section of the community. In the next five months
every member of the House of Representatives and of the United States Senate

is to be seen by local constituents. Congressmen are to be visited when they
return to their home districts and by delsgations going to Washington. This

is to be donme, without fanfare, as a basic educational job, so that Congressmen
may understand the Jewish problem in order to act informedly and deoisively.

The recent gun-running trial in Palestine was
staged by the Palestine Government as part of an extensive effort to discredit
the Jewish Agenoy and the Jewish community of Palestine in order to help fasten
the White Paper like a 1id on a coffin, A confidential letter has just reached
New York from Jerusalem giving the facis which a tight military and civilian
censorship was not permitted to reveal. It throws new light on the attitude of
the Palestine Government toward the efforts of the Jewish Agenocy to recruit
soldiers for the fighting forces.

"The hostile attitude of the Government to Jewish reoruiting has been evi-
dent since the early stages of the war," says this high official of the Jewish
Agency. "The Government, which clings with all force to the White Paper policy,
is afraid that if the Jews enlist in large numbers and take an honorable
share in the fighting, they will thereby accumulate pclitical credit which will
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enable them after the war to secure a solution of the Palestine problem very
different from that embodied in the White Paper. It follows that if military
recessity renders it unavoidable to recruit Jews, every effort nust be made to
cover up that fact in the eyes of the world as much as possible.

"The Government of Palestine goes further than this. For a number of months
now the Covernment has been conducting a skillfully planned vhispering campaign
againet Jewish recruiting all over the Middle East. Reports of it are reaching
us from military headquarters in Cairo, from foreign journalists who visit Pal-
estine and are being given the 'dope' by the government and from varicus other
quarters. All these circles are told that the purpose of the Jewish recruiting
campaign is not to assist the military war effort but to train the Jewish youth
of Palestine for an eventual armed conflict with the Government and the military
oJonquest of the country. Everything that the Jewish Agency propeses cr demands
in connection with Jewish recruiting is interpreted in the light of this insin-
uation. If the Jewish agency demands all-Jewish units, if it asks that Jewish
recruits should be given an effective tralning for combat service, if it urges
that the various Jewish units should be formed into an effective fighting force,
if it opposes the transfer of the Jewish infantry battalions to othar parts of
the Middle East for non-combatant dutiesz (although everyLody knows that the
Jewlsh Agency iz most anxious that they should be s0 transferred for agtive ser-
vice)--each and sundry of these demands is iIntsrpreted as flowing from the well-
hatched scheme of the Jewish Agency to prepare 'the Jewish revolt.'"

BETE NOIRE: The same confidential source describes the campalgn of the Govern-
ment to ensure the "success" of the gun-running trials. From the moment American
journalists were especially brought over to Jerusalem from Cairo by Government
invitation "they were taken in hand and given clearly to understand that the
real culprits in the ocase were mot the two British soldiers accused of selling
arms, or the two Jewish fellows acocused of buying them, but the leadsrs of the
Jewish Agency. The police were convinced that at long last they had secured
evidence to prove to the world at large the wicked designs of the Jewish Agency
and the active participation of its leaders in the stealing of arms from the
British Army, in setting up a Jewish subterranean organization within the
British Army and, in general, preparing the 'Jewish revolt.' Nothing was too
low to achieve that purpose. The evidence of two self-admitted criminals and
of a prostitute was used in order to throw mud at the Jewish Agency in general
and in partioular at its Chairman (David ben Gurion) who has become a veritable
bete noirs to the Government because he is regarded as the soul of Jewish resis-
tance to the White Paper. No one who attended the trial could fail to be im-
pressed by the spirit of hatred to the Jews and of the Jewish public bodiss
evident from the utterances of the military officers conducting the trial.”

IBN SAUD'S SONS: The visit to the United States of two sons of King Ibn Saud

of Arabia was preceded by a request to the Zionist Emergency Council by Govern-
ment offiocials that no oritical statements should be made during their stay in
the country. It was said that the two princes are guests of President Roosevelt
and it would be inappropriate to have their visit marred by political attacks.
Zionist leaders, wishing to cooperate with the State Department, acquiesced on
condition that the princes be advised at the same time to take no stand on Jew-
ish Palestine. As a result, Jewish newspapermen were informed of this under-
standing in order to guide their comments. A number of newspapermen of the
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general praess wanted to interview Prince Feisal, Foreign Minister of Saudi
Arabia, when he and his brother visited several American cities. The Prince's
escorts remarked that the Zionists had requested that the Prince give no inter-
views since they did not wish any adverse comments made on Zionism. This dis-
tortion of the facts served to turn the annoyance of these American journalists
against the Zionist movement. A coopsrative act on the part of the Emergsnoy
Council reacted against it.

SECRET SESSION: Senator Brewster, one of the five globe-girdling Senators,
mentioned Palestine during his report to the secret session of the Senate. Un-
fortunately, the Senator, who has expresssed his sympathy with Jewish Palestine
on several ocoasions, had no opportunity to visit Palestine. He did stop at
Cairo, however. He reported that British sources had talked to him at length
about "tension" between Jews and Arabs in Palestine. These sources suggested to
the Senator that Americans be told that Palestine is "a British problem" and
that the United States "should lay off." Senator Mead flew to Palestine for
interviews with a number of Jewish leaders. He returned with the feeling that
Arab-Jewish relations can be satisfactorily resolved. He was impressed with
the extent of Jewish achievements in Palestine.

ON : The Emergency Council has broadened the base of its approach
in Washington. All of us are concerned in maintaining the best relations between
America and England. It is obvious, however, that this desire on our part cannot
be utilized as a cover under which our position will be impaired. It is clear
that unless assurances are forthcoming, from the Mandatory Government, in def-
inite form, as to Jewish rights in Palestine, it is our duty and responsibility
to give public expression to what we demand and what we expect in a world based
upon justice and international law, and to appeal to all our friends to support
us in our endeavors. Dr. Silver is now actively engaged in this political work,
both in New York and in Washington. He has had interesting conversations with
Acting Secretary of State Edward Stettinius, Judge Samuel Rosenman, Adviser to
the President, Herbert H, Lehman, Congressman Sol Bloom, Congressman Emanuel
Celler, Lawrence Steinhardt, American Ambassador to Turkey and others, Herman
Shulman has met with Senator Robert F. Wagner and Senator Tom Connally and is
engaged in organizing a small executive committee of the American Palestine
Committee for the purpose of oreating an informed group, familiar with the
problems of Palestine, who will take an active part in the propaganda against
the White Paper. . . . . Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Rose Halprin, and Chaym
Greenberg made representations to the British Embassy in protest against the
manner in which the Palestine gun-running trials were conducted.

DANGER OF "BLOODSHED": The fact that the Persian Command (in which Palestine
is included) contains a very large number of American troops is being used by
the Palestine Government in an anti-Zionist campaign directed at the United
States. A deliberate, continuous plan is under way to create the impression
that Palestine (and because of Palestine the whole Middle East) stands on the
verge of rioting and civil war due to Jewish violence in the midst of a world
war. To achieve this purpose, our ocorrespondent at Cairo reports, the British
Intelligence has been sending out voluminous reports to sustain the objectiva.
The purpose is to force the United States to agree to the White Paper or, fail-
ing that, at least to bring our country to a more "anti-Zionist" point of view.
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It has not been found possible to influence the United States with politiocal argu-
ments. The effort is, therefore, being made to put the issue on military grounds.

The recent attempt to force the issuance of a joint Anglo-Ameriocan state-
ment on the problem of Palestine was part of this picture. Certain officials
alleged that there was imminent danger of bloodshed in the Middle East. This
would have an effect on American forces stationed in that area. It is reliably
learned that the American War Department gave its own view that it was not con-
vinoed of the existence of such dangers. No jolnt statement was, therefore,
issued. But the Foreign Office is still applying great pressure on the United
States, insisting that a statement of policy or American support of the White
Paper is necessary to "quiet" the Arabs.

PALESTINE VISITOR: We anticipate the presence in the United States shortly of
Dr. Bernard Joseph, legal adviser of the Jewish Agency for Palestine. Dr. Joseph
is one of the best informed men on political and economic conditions in the Home-
land, He will spend = substantial part of his time in Washington. He may find
it possible to visit four or five major communities for large, public meetings,
but will not be able to undertake an extensive speaking tour. Arrangements are

being made accordingly.
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WHITE PAPER POLICY NOT CHANGED: Nobody should be misled into thinking that
any change has teken place with regard to the White Paper policy. An effort
was made to blunt the edge of Jewish and non-Jewish attacks on the White
Paper through the announcement in the House of Commons on November 9th that
81,078 certificates, representing the unused balance of the 75,000 allotted
in the White Paper for the five year period ending March 81, 1944, would be
honored beyond that date. This "gesture® means nothing whatever so far as
policy is concerned. The Zionist Emergency Council issued a statement, after
receipt of this news, pointing out that the ban on future immigration has in
no sense been lifted and that the statement of the Colonial Secretary, and
the replies given by him to guestions, make it clear that the policy of the
White Paper remains essentially unchanged and the fight for its abrogation
must continue.

GOVERNMENT INVADES JEWISH COLONY: The lengths to which the Palestine Admin-
istration will go to ensure the continuance of the White Paper policy have

led to an incident even more provocatory and tragic than the recent gun

trials. On November 16th, the British police, supported by Indian
troops and Polish military police, raided the village of Ramat Hakovesh to
search for illegal arms, for "a training czmp for an illegal armed organiza-
tion", and for alleged deserters from the Polish Army, All the men in the
colony were herded into 2 barbed-wire enclosure, Thirty-five of them were
arrested. One of the men, Samuel Wolinetz, was mortally wounded by shots
fired by the police officer in command. Wolinetz was removed to & government
hospital in an Aradb city, despite the village physician's warning that it
was dangerous to move him. The physician was later denied permission to see
him in the hospital. Wolinetz died on November 21.

During a protest demonstration in Tel-Aviv on November 20, twenty-one ci-
vilians and eleven British policemen were wounded. Protest meetings have
been held throughout Palestine demanding cessation of the Government's per-
secution of the Jewish Self Defense, release of the arrested villagers, and
the 1lifting of the ban imposed on the Hebrew press since November 19th, "The
Mufti's gangs", said David Ben-Gurion, "are organizing again and purchasing
arms, not for self-defense but for the resumption of their attacks against
us. "The few arms we possess are intended for our owmn defense and we shall
guard them as the apple of our eye.*

PROVOCATION: Ever since the danger of invaslon was removed by the North
African victories, the Pelestine Administration has consistently attempted
to provoke the Yishuv to an armed uprising, hoping to prove to the outside
world that Palestine Jewry is a menace to security in the Middle East and
to the Allied war effort. The theory in Administration circles seems to be
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that the Middle East i1s in an explosive condition and that the Jews will
apply the match to the fuse by starting a rebellioan which will provoke a
counter-rebellion on the part of the Arabs. As the Emergency Council point-
ed out in its statement of November R23rd: "This view can only be described
as utterly fantastic, There will be a rising in Palestine only if the
Government wishes it,.. The Administration of Palestine is to blame for the
murder in Ramat Hakovesh and it alone is to blame for the disturbances in
Tel-Aviv.®

WHY ARMS ARE HOARDED: The Ramat Hakovesh incident cannot be properly um-
derstood unless it is recalled that this village was one of those most
tragically affected by the riots of 1936-1939. Surrounded by Arab settle-
ments, it was attacked incessantly by day and by night, its roads were mined
and scores of its settlers were vietims of the Mufti's terror. The Govern-
ment is fully aware of the fact thet it has in the past been unable to give
the Jewish villages adequate protection and that Jewish arms have been used
in the past, as they will be in the future, for self defemse and not for
aggression. The need for such arms is nowhere more marked than in exposed
Ramat Hakovesh.

A letter which has reached us from an authoritative Jewish source in
Paleatinathrmhghtupontheqmnﬁmotthemgghngmﬂhoaxﬂingof
arms in Palestine today. It reads in part: *It is true that throughout the
war period, there has been a considerable traffic in military arms through-
out the Middle East, not only Palestine but also in Transjordan, in
Syria, Egypt, and Iraq, lLarge quantities of military arms have found their
way into the hends of Arabs in Palestine and Transjordan, There is an
ebundance of cash among the Arabs and a desire to get rid of it, and rifles
are always an attraction., AU any given moment there is a fixed quotation
for the cost of a rifle on the Arab market, rising or falling with the
gupply and demand. In the light of these oimmstances, it is not surpris-
ing that for their own self defemse, Jews, too, are storing away such arms
as they can purchase from the gquantities offered for sale."

A, ENER SMUTS, - We learn from a London correspondent
t.hat ]Jr. i’eimann has hacl a long conversation with Field Marshal Smuts of
South Africa. General Smuts wes a member of the War Cabinet of 1917 which
was responsible for the issuing of the Balfour Declaration, He has been a
warm friend of the Jewish National Home ever since. His prestige in England
was never higher than it is today. It 4s encouraging to kmow that he is as
keenly interested as ever in our cause and is ready to be helpful in the
present situation,

AMERICA AND ARAB OIL: Iittle effort is being made to conceal the fact that
the recent visit to this country of the Saudi-Arabian princes had something
to do with the game of international oil. It is known that the reception
for the princes at the Waldorf-Astoria on November 9th was arranged with the
cooperation of the Standard Oil Company. A high official of the Interior
Depertment was to be sent to Saudi-Arabia in connection with the oil con-
cessions previocusly granted to an American firm. The negotiations have been
proceeding with the aid of the State Department on behalf of the California
Arabian Standard Oil Company, and definite decisions may be expected short-

ly. Vhen the Arab princes were in Washington, the Washington newspapers
gave a great deal of space to a discussion of America and oil in Arabia.
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Thus, through a commercial by-path, & new and potentially significant factor
has been introduced in the Middle Eastern political scene with important
implications for the Palestine gquestion.

UNREST IN LEBANON. - It is generally agreed that the stand taken by the
Lebanese Chamber of Deputies in insisting upon immediate and complete in-
dependence from French authority was a move in the struggle carried on ever
gince the last war between British and French interests for dominance in the
eastern Mediterranean. The proposal for an Arab Federation has been fostered
throughout by the British with a view to bringing all the Arab countries as
a gingle unit within their sphere of influence, including Syria and Lebanon.
The New York Times correspondent in Beirut, A. C. Sedgwick, seems to be ex-
pressing the British attitude in his cable of November 18: "This is a small
country, but the events leading up to the erisis and those that followed
indicating what might be considered a final solution to what appeared to be
a hopeless problem, sounded with mighty resonance. A vast sounding board
was provided by the Arab world whose aspirations toward mmity have the avowed
encouragement of the British.®

ARAB PROPAGANDA TN U. 8. - Further indications of an Arab propaganda offen-
sive in the United States on the Palestine issue are: 1) the appointment of
Major Haddad as Militery Attache to the Iraq Legation, We have learned from
Palestine that Major Haddad's real function is to conduct propeganda against
the Zionist cause in the United States. A feature article by him against
Zionism appeared in the Sunday issue of the Herald Tribune several weeks
&go, £2) The prospective opening of a Saudi-Arabian legation in Washington
hinted at by Prince Feisal while visiting here. 3) The invitation which,
according to the press, has been extended to five representative Arab
Journalists in Egypt to visit the United States.

RUMORS OF PARTITION. - While the Palestine Administration adheres to the
White Paper as the blueprint for post-war Palestine, high British officials
in Cairo, aware that some other solution will have to be found, have been
feeling out both Arab and Jewish political leaders on the subject of parti-
tion. There are persistent rumors to the effect that according to one pro-
posed plen, Haifa, the Emek and Galilee would be included in the Arab sector,
while the Jews would be left with the umdeveloped southern half of Palestine,
the arid Negev. Professor L. B. Namier of the political department of the
London Office of the Jewish Agency, may be considered to have given a quasi-
official Jewish answer to the partition rumors in a letter of November 16
to the Manchester Guardian. In view of the vast extent of the Jewish trage-
dy, and the scope of Jewish achievement in Palestine, Professor Namier
writes, only one solution is possible - that Palestine become an independent
Jewish state. Though in 1937 some Zionist leaders were ready to negotiate
for a Jewish state on the basis of a partitioned Palestine, "The reasons for
partition, "Professor Namier states, "no longer hold good.”
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American Zionist Emergency Council

41 EAST 42nd STREET
NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY CONTACTS MUrray Hill 2-1180

Joel Groms, Chairman
Rabbi Leon I, Fever, Director

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS
Hadasssh, Women's Zionist Organization of Amaerics
Mizrachi Organization of Americe
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America
Zionist Organization of America

December 8§, 1943

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman
930 Humboldt
mm’ 0010.

Dear Rabbi Friedman:

Cordially yours,

Abba Hilla_l Silver

S/J1BB 7" Joel Gross
Chairman, Community Contacts
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TELEPMONE 3
MU B-3208 ZIONISTS

41 EAST 42 STREET
NEW YORK 17, N.Y.

October 17, 1947

Rabbi Herbert A, Friedman
Congregation Emanuel

Eagt Sixteenth Avenus At Pearl St.
Penver, 5, Colo.

Dear Rabbhi Friedman:

Thank you Tor your letter of October 14th., Charles
Rosenbaun has alrendr declined in a nrevione letter,

I haye referradithis mattex. daek to Louls Gelt,
president of our local district in Denver,

Yalare, howevey, deerlypisnorefiantive of your
efforts in our behalf,

Sincerely yours, /O
Manuel Pagy, Director

American Zionist Fund
MP:fD (2,04, Bpansion Fund)

STRONG ZOA MEMBERSHIP WILL STRENGTHEN UN EASE
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The $1,000,000 EXPANSION FUND CAMPAIGN
I3 MEIK TO NP Mo

Ziowis Oroasliaiion or Amsmica

41 East 42nd Street . MUrray Hill 2-3205 . New York 17, N. Y.

Presidons s September 25, 1947
Dr. SIDNEY MARKS
Exscstive Direcior

MOEL oSt Rabbi Herbvert Friedman

Temple Emanuel
Denver, Colorado.

Dear Rabhi Friedmen:

Enclosed herevith nlease find copy of a letter sent to

Hr. Charles Rosenbeum with whom, I believe, you have gome
influence, We are exceptionally anxieus to emlist Mr, Bosenbaum
as our National vice chairman of the project indicated,and I
want to solicit your assistance {n helping us to secure

¥r., Rosenbaum for thisg tagk, '

I am sure that you realize the respomsihilities before ud in
the organization, and I know how anxious you mre to be of
assistance to us,

Sincerely yours,

, &,
8 ocz P I C‘-Q«;d
Manuel Posy
Director

HP1km
encl,

Dedicated to the fight for Jewish Statehood through a mass program of education and public relations.
LT 0






	ms0763.004.002.target
	ms0763.004.002



