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AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
H2 MADISON AVENUE • TELEPHONE MUUAY Hn.L 2~1160 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

Cable Addretl: AMZlONlST 

Uay 4 . 1950 

By dear Rabbi: 

After I!IUch heart- searching and c a reful consult ation, the Aliericen 
Zionist Council has co~e to the conclusi on that it is our sol emn duty 
to raise our voice in p~otest against the approval by the United States 
Government of the British policy of arm:ng the Arab states and its 
refusal of Israelis plea for defense ams . 

He are convinced that our Ot'lll State Dopartment 1 s genuinely con
cerned for the peace and security of the IUddle East . By continuing, 
hOlrever, it s specific and general approvpl of the sez:.ding of arms by 
Great Britain to the Arab states and. at the same ti~e, her denial of 
Israel's requests for arms for its defense, it is. in fact, applying 
a fuse to the powder Leg in the IIiddle ~ast . 

The Ara.b LeaGUe has p!'oclaioed i ts intention to organize a united 
economic and military front of all Arab states against the struggling 
State of Israel. Arming the Arabs now is encouragecent of their war
like intransigence against lsrE,e!. 

We challen&e our Government genuinely to i~lement its professed 
policy of seeking peace and security in the Biddle Epst . This it can 
do nOt-! . with arcs going to the Arab states. onlv bv providing Israel 
with arms to defend itself . ArQS fo r Israel are essential for the 
maintenance of peace in the i. addle East! 

It \-:ould be of g reat value if ADerican Rabbis ,-,auld dedicate one 
of their Shevuoth sermons to their ob servations on this critical 
situation. We solicit your coope r ati on in this mutter. We sh all 
appreciate it if in addit i on vou ,-ri l l arrange to send appropriate 
collective t-,ires from your conp.regation on thi s sub,iect to President 
Truman, Secretary of State Acheson. and your Senators and Representa
tives. 

He are enclosing several items , ... hich ",111 be of interest to you. 

Please inform us on the attacbed c a rd of t he action you take. 

LL:Sll 
Enes. 

Sincerel y yours . 

f~~ 
Louis Lipsky 
CHAlBlLAN 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

H~d .... h, Womcn', ZiouiJt Or(aniulioD of America • HubOlllcr Bauair • Labor Ziouilt OrpnbatioD of Amcriea:Poale ZiOD 
Miuaw OrianiultioD of America • Uniled Zionist Labor Patt,.. (Acbdllt A .. odah,Poall! Zion) • Zionin Orpniution of Amerie. 

"-8 Zionilt.ReritioDilt.l of berie. 



IIEllOllAIIDllI! 011 lIEAllIWlEIiT OF IIIllDLE EAST COUNTRIES 

The Security Council embar&o 011 the shipment of arms to the Biddle East 
was lUted in August, 1949. Since that tlca the British Government, with tbe 
approval of the United States Government, has been shipping arms in considerable 
quantities to the Arab countries. According to authoritative sources, these 
shipments have included jet planes, heavy tBllks, four-eDgined bombers, sub
marines, destroyers, corvettes and heavy artillery. 

These large shipn:ents of Bl1Ila to the Arab countries have caused considerable 
apprehension in maQY quarters ~lch view such action a8 a prelude to the resump
tion of warfare in the lUddle East. At best, it haa made exceedingly difficult 
the signing of final peace settlements to replace the exist! ng armistice arrange
ments between Israel and the Arab States. Arab leadors who have found it diffi
cult to acknowledge defeat at the hands of Israel are threatening a 'second 
round' against her. Their reluctaa.ce to make a JWlt aDd final peace treaty 
grows in direct proportion to the amount of war potential which they receive 
almost daily from Britain with Amerlc2D approval. 

During the past IIOnths IIIalIiY segunts of American publio opinion have 
registered their strong CUaapproval of the policy of our Government 1n sanct
ioning the British action and ~or our own willlngnes8 to proTide the Arab States 
with va.r materiel, while denying such matel'iel to Israel despite its request 
t-or INch arms. In defending this policy, Secret8.r7 Acheson has stated: 

1. Arms are beiDg supplied by lIritain to the Arabs in 
line~th existing treaty arrangement.; 

2. These armG are solely for .keeping internal order: 

3, The Arab States must be armed to resist aggression 
in the i.tiddle East; ... 

4. The U. S. Government is unable to act favorably on 
the Israeli request because of the shortage of such 
materiel and because of our OVO treaty arrangements 
with other countries which must receive priority. 

Even a cursory eXAmination of the above statements reveals thsir super
ficiality. 

1. Whenever the interests of world peace are paramount, 
treaty arrangecents between indivldual countries have been 
brushed aside. The same treaty a rrengeQents in existence 
today between Britain and the Arab coun;ries vera in exis
tence in 1948 when the United Nations ordered an arms 
embargo to the ~iidd.le East. There was no valid reason 
wrw that ecbargo could not have been continued until the 
peace treaties were signed. There is no valid realon 
today for not re-impoGing that embargo. 

2. The type and quantity of arms bein& delivered to the 
Arab States hardly SUbstantiates i·tr. Acheson's claim that 
those states are being armed solely for keeping internal 
order. The heavy military budgets adopted by the Arab 
countrieo also belie this contention. 
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3. It, as 1B claimed , the Arab States are being armed by 
Britain and the United States to resist foreign aggression, 
presumably the Soviet Union, W,by &nould the sacs argument 
not apply to Isreal? Is it not equally i.II:port!!.Ut to keep 
the SoViets out of Israel? How long could the Arab States 
be expected to resist the Soviet Union once it had gained 
a foothold anywhere in the Hiddle East? The sober fact 1n 
the 81 tuation is t.b.at no 2lllount of arms supplied to any or 
all of the countrle~ of the ;:iddle East could hold off the 
Soviets for sr.y length of tic. once it h3.s leu.:LehGd a major 
attack. 

It ma:;r be appropriate also to re:l1J:d. those ,··ho shape our 
foreign policy of the un:elleb1l1t:,. of the Arabs 88 allies 
in time of cris1e . Durtne; World Var II ~.t vaa tho Jevs alone 
in the ~t1ddle East ,,:he fou,ght s!.de 'by side tt1t~ t:i:le de:::;,;:,cracies 
while tu l:uftl end his cohort. were actively aidlng Hitler. 

4.. The AI:er:'can GovernIi:<JD.t in the :Fast hE'S :::ada it a policy 
of reupon'i~ to t~e a~aala or t~OE8 demccratle countries 
which t::ey 'be thr('a,:;,ened by foreign invasion. l'!'ow that Israel 
has asked for such. t.elp, \':hy is it that our Gover:une::lt sud
denly finda itself short of the necessary war equipment and 
haa decided to grant prl:l1°1ty for this equipment to other 
COUIlt rie s? 

Tbe foregoiD8 brief review end. allD17~iB leRds us to ODe conclusion: the 
forces in :Britain vlCo are !nterectee. 11: prolonging CQ.:!os Bud confusion ia the 
Biddle East - a!ld unfortunbtely thoae force a seem to have seined the upj?er haZId 
in our State Department - are bent on the res~ptiOD of ~rfere between Israel 
and her neighcoro. fIhs)" thereby mistake:U.7 l:ope to salvage the position of 
the foreign busin8BG interests \':hi~h thlt-'represent as wall as the position of 
the tottering Arab rulera ""hieh this last-ditcil effort is EtEtent to bolster. 

An aroused Marieen public opinion can yet avert this threat to the vell
being of the mUlions of people in the itlddlo East as ¥oel.l as erase the sore 
spot which may yet involve the world in a global 'War of destruction • 

• 
• • 

5/3/50 • 



7rom lew York Pest 
1~1Q' 2, 1950 

TO ml Fl!A!lX 

By Dr. "rank KiD8don 

The "'ays of the Bl'Iltish Foreign Oftice are always a 'k'Onder to wa.tch in much 
the same ws:y as 1t 1a fascinating to see a wily real estate operator acquire extra 
lota by the use of dummies to conceal his own interest. Fascinating. but not 
endearing. 

The d\llClD7 in the present case is called Abdullah, en Intriga.i.Dg 11ttle 
chieftain vho managed to get control of a country containing about 350,000 v.ander-
1ng Bedouins wnich tho kindly Foreign Oftice equipped with a vell- trained fighting 
force called the Arab Legion .. The Pashas cotilmanding this arlV were l!ritish, on 
the British Ax"If payroll, up to and ill.ludinc the onomatopoetic Glubb Pasha. In 
the books of the 70reign Office, the Bedouin. were nothing, Glubb was a desert 
expert, the Arab Legion was a valuable frontier force, and Abdullah wae a King 
&ad no people know bot tor than tho British how uaatul a kin& can bo, provided 
he teke. guidance .lith docility. 

The real estate for which the lorelgb Offioe had a hankering was called 
Palestine.. The oblltaole VILa en obstiaate people vho refUaed to hand over the 
deed. Instead, they drovo out tho Britiob bailiff. end then beat back the 
neighbors the Briti.h .et on them. Tho cn17 tareo in the neighborhood lett in 
ebape to make life UDcoafortable for the peoJ)le who wuld Dot surrender was the 
Arab Legion. 

It moved across the Jordan and poss8lsed Bome of the land including the Old 
City of Jerusalem. The Foreign Offi .. still had the idea it mi&ht drive tho 
embattled defenders of their farms and cUies into the tledUerraDfJan.. When this 
dream was e:z:ploded .. Abdullah. under orders, called for an armistice. His i4ea 
vas to draw a long breath and recuperate for the final drive to the SBa .. 

His 01117 difficulty turned out to bo that the poople of the lend get thel~ 
breath first, and dlen he renewed hie attack. the,. struck: with such force that 
he kne~r he could not even hold the Old City.. Seeing his -perll, the Foreign Office 
jumped to his aid with a pious appeal tc the United Nations to intervene , end 
fi&htin& .topped with the little chieftain still holding both sides of the Jordan 
and still in Jerusalem .. 

The Foreign Office now \fas in a quandary. It clung to the idea of control.liDC 
Palestine, but in the glare of the United Nations i t could not be quite craSS 
enough to tell Abdullah to ennounce that he would a.t once annex what be had 
occupied by force.. So it instructed b.1m to be patient, until. the sagacity of 
Whitehall had figured a more eeemingly respectable procedure. They finally 
evolved. the impecoable device of a referendum which, strange to relate, resulted 
in the people of the land watched by his army asking to be included in his kingdom. 
lfith this vote to support him, he annexed the land he occupied. 

This done, tbe Foreign Office approved his action and. accorded him full 
recognition as king, undoubtedly by the grace of God.. At tbe eame time, having 
their puppet well established on the bordere of Israel end In poeseesion of the 
Old City, they extended full recognition to the government of Israel. alBO .. 

The net outcome is that the Foreign Office 1s back in Pale stine with an 8.1'11¥ 
it controls on IsraelIs moat exposed border and dedicated to 8S8ur1Ag that Israel 
shall not enlarge its territory.. Not haviD8 been able to prevent Israel from 
coming to birth I the i'orei&JL Office haa comproD11aed. by keeping it within range 
of ita gulls. 

• • • 
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From the 
JTA Daily !l .... Bulletin 
i!~ 2, 1950 

E(}'lPT DEFlll!T&LI AlllUIiG FOB. on':l:IISIVE AGAINST 

JElIlS!! STATE. lULI'WlY OOI.jWD"n SAYS 

'BEEBSBEBA.. Israel, 11ay 1. (JTA) - The nature end quantities of 

weapons proeently IItreemiDg from Britain to 2.QPt leavB no doubt about 

Egypt's offensive intentions, Brigadier Yigal Allon, former COlll1!l8Xlder 

of the Israel armed forces in the Negev, southern part of Israel, 

declared to~ at a reception given for ailltar,r corre~Ddeats_ 

Brigadier Allon ea1d that defen.e of the Ie ........ b. organized 

only by establishing; a close network of Jetd,ah settlements in that 

part of the aountr,y, which 'borders on Egypt • 

• • • • 
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SUGGESTED mIlK lO!! VIRE :ro 

111 RAI SE OUR 
<name of org ... hat1 .... place, date) 

VOlem; IN PBOTEST AIlAIl1ST .A1'fIII)VAL lIY UIII1'lI:D ST.ATES 

GOfGMIP'I' OJ' lIIIIUSil POLICY or 4111Il1G ~ 8~ 

AID ITS IiDIlS.AL OJ' lIIIUllL'8 J'l.M JOIlIW'IIISII AllIS 

nt_ OBGAnZIlIG OlF tIBl'1'D .:omUC AID IIILI'BIIY 

J'IiOIIT AGAIIiST srJIDGGLIllG STATE OJ' I&liAIL WE SlW!E 

01llI STAl'E 1III'A1!'!IIEFt'S ""CD' J'OlI PEACE AJlD 

SECURITt III IIIDDLII lI,I.ST BIJT nClOROUSLY ASSERT naT 

OL'LY lIY PBOVIDIBG ISIW:L WITH AllIS :ro DD'EIiD ITSELJ' 

CAlI THE PEACE OF THE iUDDLE liST liE SUCCESSFULLY 

lUlNTAIIIED s:rop WE CALL 1IPON YOU :ro USE YOUR GOOD 

OJ'FICES TO THIS E>lD STOP 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
3-42 MAD ISON AVENUE TELEPHONE MOUAT Ha.L 2_1160 NEW YORK 17. N . Y. 

c:..b1tl Addfta: AMZIONIST 

NO . 7 

October 17. 1949 

To t he Local Co:runi ttees 
of the AMEP.ICAlI ZIOIlIST COUNCIL: 

In order that you may be guided in the planning of mass meetings 
in your community during the period October ::0 to November 6. as out
lined in our directive No.6 of October 11, 1949, I em sending you the 
following enclosures: 

a) Excellent background material on Jerusalem for speakers. radio. 
and press. Please use 1 t to its best acl.vantage remembering 
th&t we wish the A!!ERICAll DELEGATIOl! TO THE U.N. TO FAVOR THE 
CC!n~ON SEllSE SOLUTION OF TIlE JERUSAIEII PIlOBLEM AS ADVOCATED 
BY THE ISRAELI DELEGATI0N. 

b) Three model re~olution8 to guide you.r meeting in adopting a 
resolution to be conveyed to President Truman and. ~herever 
pOSSible , in nerson to your local Congressmen anc. Senators 
(",ho will be in their home dietricts at the close of' Congress 
which is e!tpected shortly) . 

c) An article wich appeared in the October 13 issue of the 
New York TiMes. pointing up the need for tile kind of action 
",e are requesting. 

If you have not done so, pleese return the postal card sent to you 
on October 11, giving us a preliminary report on you.r meeting plans . At 
the completion of your mass meeting, send us a full report aD it. enclos
ing a copy of the resolutiona adopted and any action taken. 

May I also urge you once again, if you have not done so already, to 
send us the names of the officers end Bub-committees of your reorganized 
local committees. I cannot emphasize too strongly how important it 1s -
durt.ng this crucial period - to have local committees ready and at work. 

With Zion's greetings, I 8m 

JU:MB 
Encs. 

SincerelT YOUTS. 

JbD~ UII'r--
Executive Director \.1 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
B.dauah. Womeu', Zionist OrpDwlion of Amerita • Baebomer Hatsair • Labor ZioniN ........ "iuu· f '_.J p •••• Zio MmaehiO .. fAm. V~_ on 0 ....... cn_...... D 

rpniuliOD 0 eJ'Ita ' United Zionht Labor Party (Aebdut Avodah·Poale ZioD) • Ziouitt Or,aoizatiOD fAme· 
... 8 ZionistJ.RevWonilts of America 0 nell 



1lllSOLUTIOll 

WB:ElIEAS, Israel. having won it. war ot independence, bas DOW taken it. 
rightful place all a free and Indepen4.e:\t .tete among the nptions ot the world 
Slld e.8 a member of the comr.nm:\t,y of nations -- the United Nations organization; 
end 

WHEREAS, Ar.Ierican Jewry • .".hlch bas 8ubshmtlal17 aided in the fulfillment 
of the Zionist ideal, 18 eternally grateful to the UnIted States Oovemment for 
the leading role it pla;red in the effectuation of Palestine's partition and in 
the subsequent admission of Israel to the un1ted NatioDs organization; and 

WHEREAS, the eecnrity of Israel 11 now being threatened, thi8 tice by the 
United Nations Conclliation CoomlaslOll'. plan to ~ever Jerusaleo frcm Ilrpel, a 
plnn 'lthleh ,,'Ould place all of the Ho17 City vi thin a 60-square-mile encla\"e 
under the 'full end pennanent authority· o'f the United Nations; and 

WHEREAS. the Jew!. of Jeruealem, banD" QI'ldergone the most extreme suffet"
ing durtng the war Wieo the1r city 'tlal UDder aiege and 111 491fficult streits. 
are now being called upon to surrmder their clt7 to an alien superrle1on: 8I!d 

VHEREAS, the de,;_ of Jernsal_ val 11fted, not by a 'DDlted Nntions truce, 
but by the milItary strength 01 tlrael lIbo. thou4l lore17 pressed for ita own 
survival surunoned all 01 its resource. to rpl1eve stricken Jerusalem and eave 
it fro!'ll strangulation; end 

Ylf'C'~, the Oit!' of Jertllalem 11 "Dredon!nantly Jowtoo 1n populaUm 
(comprising approximately 90 percmt of 1 te total Inhe'lli toots). in art. culture, 
educational end medical institutions, cDm.'!I.eroe. trade and industl)". 

WKEBEAS, for thTPe thousand 7ean the Je\,-is."t pf'Ot'lle have looked upon 
Jaruaelem Yith special reverence, regarding it as the spir:ltual center of the 
Je,,·iah religion. 

'SOI'.!REroR'E BE IT BESOLVF.D, thnt ",e. representing the,-;-;--c--;o:--: __ =_.,--_ 
do hereby call upon the United States Government to repudiate the impractical 
end unjust plan of United Nations Pales tine ConeIUe;.t1on Coomiaaion 'toilic!l wou.ld 
cut off Jerusalem, the City of Zion, from I era81. 

AND n IT FtJRT!3:ER :riESOLVEt'! that while we are mlnd.ful of the Intemational 
character of the Christian shrines and Holy Flsce. in Jerusalem we would recom
mend tha t onl.7 these sitea - md no more - be 'Placed under the supe:rv1v1sOD 
of th(' Un1ted Nations. 

AND B3 IT FIlw.t! EESOLVEIl that co~1e. of this reaolntion be Bent to 
Preeiden.t Harry S. Tnnen and be brought to the pereonal attention of 
Congressman and United States Senatore 

(n",e) 
____ ~~ __ ----------Md,----~~ __ ---------

(n .... ) (name) 



RJiSOLUTIOlii 

HAVING NOTED that the Un! ted Statee /Jc)verr.ment was In~trmnental in the 
establiShment of tsr~el and in the Jewlab State's subsequent ad~i&slon to 
membership in the United Nations; 

RAVItG liOTFD the s".lcceasfu.l raiU tsq c1E"fense of their .newbOlU State by 
the heroic l.nh!lbltants of lsnel; 

HAVING NOTED that JerussJ.em vaa saved from complete destru"ction by the 
Je\lieh defenders of t.l}st 01 tJr and b:r the aasleta!l..ce. of the mill tary forces 
of Iarael. theu.elves hal-d-preesed in battle on other fronts; 

RAVING lTOV'll the historical connection of ;reI'1lGaletD with the J e .... lsh 
people for three thousand · years: 

RAVING IiOUD that present-dOT Jerulel"" to nreiomill8l1tl17 J.>1ish in 
populetion , culture. lS!lgaage, tl'8de and tnc.uGtz;.: 

THE (aMe of organization) 
UNITED STATES: 

1101 ~S 'l'llE GOVEllIlM_ 07 TIlE 

1. To recog;:Uza the politicsl status of t!le Government of IsrG;el in 
JerUSalem and to licit the role of the United N~tlons in that citl 
to the eafeguerCtu& of tbe general17-reeogn1zed Holy Plaees in 
accordance wi th agreements \o;hieb eould be entered into between the 
United Natl"ns and the- Government 01 Israel. on the one hand, end 
the United Nations end the eo:npetent Arab Govem.~El1ts on the other; 

2. To refrain from su.rrnortlng any tn!;)ve, from .. ,llatever sou,rce, lo;hleb 
would impose any alteration of the present boundaries of Israel as 
fixed by the series of amist1ce agree'Il8IIts entered into by the 
Gcvemmfl.11t of Iara~l with the aLijoi!ling Ara.c. States under the 
auspices of the Ubited Nations. 

THE (name or or~ani22tlon) hes instructed its officers to forward 
eonie$ of thLB resolutian to the President of the Unitei St&tes and to 
(nsme~ of Cong~e8~men and UJ S. Senators) 



RESOLUTIONS 

We, sa Americans end as Jews, members of the Je __ :ish community of 

AWeal to Harry S. TTu.~an. as P1'8s1dent of the United States, to 

lend the wel8ht of hi s in.fluence in the Uni ted Nations to ensure a solution 

of the problen of Jerllsalem that shall be both equi table end practical. 

We submit that for two thousand ;years the Je...,.lsh people in their 

Dispersion have pra.,ved for their ratum to Jerusalem , ~ich 1s eternally 

linked \'-1 th the restoration, of Zion. 

We urge the rejection of the plan su'b!litted by tbe U!l Palestine 

Conciliation Oomnisslon to have Jerusalem and its environs placed under 

an Internationel admln1stratlou on thEt ground that the plan is bOoth 

,impractical end unjust; and would deprive its ponulstion of their e1vil, 

political end economic rights as r41 integr,al part of the State of Israel. 

We are confident that a COVelumt C8D. 'be entered into -wi th the State 

of Israel for the protection of tb.p Rolf Places without 1mpDiring fillY of 

the rights of the peo'Ole of Jeru!'lalem. 



From NEW TOBl[ TIMES 
October 13, 1949 

u.s., BRITAIN FIlM .A:BOt'T "TEROSALlM 

Will Opnose Effort bz Israel to InC'omorate New Ct tl -
Solution Held Far Off 

By Sam Po:oe Brewer 

Lake Success. Oct. 12 -- 1'he United. States and Britain plan to oppose 
eay effort to incorporate the !Jew Cit7 o~ Jeraaalea lnto the State at 
IBrael. spoketlllen for their delegetloa. to the tJnlttKl Bations General 
ASSe:Dbly indloated here toda:r. 

Both countrlP8, the lIfoke81ea lIaS4, 8UJ'Torted the United Nations Con
ciliation C~lB.ioD's plan to divide the ott1 into Israeli end Arab zonel 
but to keep the .cole area, inc1ud1uc Bethlehem, under international rule. 

A United State. spok ..... D .aU that hh eolegaUan ""uld not In.lst 
on rie1d adheren~e to the platl 8S it no,. stands but believed that it must 
etick to ita bf's1c principlee. 

Recently there have been rt2!Jon th!lt the Un! ted States and Brl tain 
were comin§ around to the view tAat it would be mor~ practical to allow 
Ierad to take over the part of til. etty popu13ted by Jews. This has been 
denied by the representaUYea of both countries here. W1 th Israel detel'
mined to take over that sectioli of tb.e Boll Cit)" and the Arabs equally 
determined to oppo3e the 8~ep, ~ro8pects for 6D early and successful 
Bettlement are Dot bright. 

In the General As ~ emb17 the Palestine q,uestion 1s not e~ectcd to 
come up even in comoittee for a month. It 1G on the agenda. of the 
Politice! Committ~ but has been crowded into the background bT other 
1 tems. 

Ho" .. ever. the ConciliaUlJn Commssion on ralestine, .... hich has been 
meeting in Lausa."lne, Sw1t:z.prlend, is moving here end will begin meetings 
next week to bE' ready to report to the Assem1)ly ... :hen required • 

• • • • 



~ORA!lDJM 011 JERUSALDI 
October, 1949 

(Thh material h bdD&' dlBtrlb-J.hd by the Aotrlcen Zionist Council as 0. 

.ouree ot r#'.tcronco and back&rOUDd on the Jerutale:a problem.) 

The United Bation. Palestine Conciliation Comm1 •• 1on haa presented to the 

General Assembly a draft 1n3trument •• taoll.h1Qg a pormanent international 

rec1~ for the Jerusalem area. 

All will a&ree that the fundamental ttb.1ect of an international regime 

for Jerusalem 10 to oateguard the HoI,. Places which are sacred to Chrht. i.an1t7. 

!olem And JudalBJII , 8lld to ensure free ace ... to them. The Commission was 

instructed by the General Assembly to p",aent deta1led. propc9s1s which 1I'ould 

attain that objectIYe- . 

In oxamining the instrument subeltted by tbe raleatlne Conciliation 

Comm13sioD, two queatlonn arise: 

1. I. It faithful to it. objective' 

2. I~ it practical? 

To Qa!eguard the Holy Pl~cea it in neco.eery to eatabUsh an international 

regime 'Whooe dut100 and functioIlZ arc concerned wi th the Holy Places . Such 

a plan would reQ~ect the religious s~ntlments of all faltho . But the 

Inntrument drafted by the POC provides for an international regime whieb 

Ycru.ld not only au.perviao the Holy Places, but would a.l.eo intrude into the 

secular am Dol1tieal. life of the people residing in Jerusalem . Such a 

regime, encroaching on the rights, duties and reoponslbllities of the 

inhabitant. thc:!lBelvo:l, could be eotablbbed only with the CODGCnt of 

the parUss directl,. coneerI!.ed . Patently. such consent. illvolving the 

Tolun+.ary surreIl4er of rights YOD at great naaTif1ce, would Dot be forth-

coming. 

::e,. propoolng the impossible, the CommbdoD hlu thua defestod ita 

objoct-ho; but it haa rendered a uneful cerrice. for an analysis of the 

draft 11~Otru1l'ltlLt. 1"o'90b.la tho JUI!-,osa1bJltty of deTJaing en international 



-2-

gOTernment, super1J!!poaod upon a populati on. without regard for 1 toa own 

problema and 1egltimate interests. 

When one contr43tg the theoretical blueprint of the Commission with the 

realities of life in Jerusalem itself, one must conclude ~t if the United 

Bations wishes to safeguard the Holy Placo., it nhould do preci.el;y that. 

To go belOnd is to Tenture into the rulma of futllit,' and failure. 

It is not intended toO analyze the draft iuetTument in detail t for a 

plan that is fundeentally aDd basically unacceptable to tho people WhOBO 

tannent i8 a condition precedent to ite peacefUl implementation cannot be 

.pvod. by patchvork reYhion. In this oonnect1on. it h of interest to 

note that the peoples directly concerned. were neTer ehown the dratt 

instrument or acquainted with its broad outlinee or pro.,.1eione. It is 

cu.rioua tha t an Ulldertakll1C where consent is ao eI.entbl an element 

to GUCC8SB. there vaa no consultation of any kind. Yet in another Benae, 

the procedure 1& not eurprhlng, for it 11 in keepiDg with the chare.cter 

of the plan i tBOl!. The plan does not conBUlt the intereste of tlle people. 

It ignores th~. Indeed, it doee them injur,r. 

The proposed draft 1s unsccepta"'ble "ecause: 

1. It 1s detached from the realities of life in Jerusalem. 

2. It Tiolates t"W:ldamental principlee of the Un1ted Nations. 

1. It ignores all pant experience. 

4. It imposes an impoae1ble burden on the United Nat10JUI iteelf. 

I. IT IS DmACHED l'ROM TIlE REALITIES OF LIFE III JERDSALEM 

The Conciliation CommisDion's plan was drafted 8G though in a vacuum. 

It Beems to treat Jerusalem as 80me derltalbed antiquity in.bab1t~ by a 

po'DUlatton ent1rel,. devoid of national t communal and cultural sentiment. 

The City of Jeruaale:n is DOt a museum. It muat not be regarded ... 8 relic 

to be wrapped in wax. It is a living city. It 18 conscious of its rich 

hi9toric and. reli«ious tradition, but at the same time it is a modern city. 



It looks with keen interest to the future and the welfare of its people. 

The people of J erusal em are devoted to their Ci ty. They have a most 

devout reverence for its history and sanctity. This reverence 18 entirely 

compatible with the maintenance of normal every~ 8ecular life. Like 

ever,y other intelligent ~ople, they want to elect their own government 

off'ie1a1s, decide how much the,r will pay in taxes. control the ex-

penditures o~ their government's revenues. They desire self'-determinati~~ 

and indeuendence in association with their avo people. Of this they 

gave clear e'Y'lc!.ellcewitbin the last two year. when the, fought for their 

freedom and won it at great coat of life. 

UDier the proposed draft. the peoples of Jerusalem would be denied 

self-determination. Decisive powers wou1d be vested in external agenciea 

outside their control. Jerusalem would be divided into two zones. But 

neither the Arab nor the Jewish zone would be integrated with the con

tiga.ous Arab ani Jewiah sta.tes. Tho,. would be separate zones. People 

o,f each zone are euphemisticallr referred to &s "resident 8." Apparently 

they are to be ci tbens of no state. They Bre to bear allegiance to no 

national authority. In short, they are to be stateless. 

Internationalization is not a concept readily acceptable to any 

people. Many sentiments. ~rlde in common history and devotion to oo~on 

destiny, give content and meaning to the concept of national allegiance. 

For the Jews in Jerusalem this concept, cherished for IOD« generations, 

is all the more precious aince it was only recently realized. Until 

some 18 months ~. most of these people were known as displaced pe~sonat 

refugees. stateles8. Many of them were homeless refugees in Europe, 

uprooted by the Nazis and set adrift for five. ten. ~ifteen ~ar8. The 

establishment of the State of Israel and the stout and snccessfUl defense 

01 Jerusalem bRd made it possible for them to assert thehr oYn nationality. 
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Now t.o don,. them this .De'dlY-"IIon right. to render them .tatele38 onee again. 

would be a cruel blow vhich none vould underatand. Bu.t thls vauld b~ 

more then a mere psychological diGaater. St~teles~ne8G haa p~slca1, 

economIc, juridical disabl1itleo. The re8idents oftbese zones. citizen3 

of no countr,y, realdents of no natlonallt7, would aSk themselves: To 

whom 3ball ve turn tor pas3porta1 Who will repreaent UD 1.n world com

merce? Who vill protect U3 from pereonal Indignities abroad? Who will 

defend uo from Q.xtarnal aggresBiQ11 Who will stand up SCI our spokesman 

in international councils . there to defend am advance our inhrcsts, 

to 8GGCrt our rights, to expreGo O'lll" .lwe, to mako our proper con

tribution to international afSaira? It 1'8 a curious paradox that the 

proposal to internationalize the City remOTeS ito papulation from the 

Intcrno.tion81 erena. Deprived of national! t1, the;y would be unrepresented 

in th~ international fo~. 

Tf..e JCV8 of Jen:.sals:u are Israelis. They regard themsclvee as 

nattonal.a of tho now State . Tbey consider tl'.o Jewioh 8ections cd' 

Jerusalem to be an integral part of that State. They could not be 

de"P'I'ived of tl'ln t c1 t izenahip without their consent . .And in no condi tion 

would they g1ve their consent. 

To never modarn Jeru:;alem from the State of hrae1 is a surgical 

amputation critically injuring the health both of the City am the State. 

FOT tb~ first time. the City no~ enjo73 self-gOTornment and it Is round 

to develop fal" more rapidly in the future ths.n it h83 done in th,e past . 

Bu..t. thin promise of growth and expansion l.n clolJded by tho threat o£ 

denial of Belf-rule. :Pas experience upl)" Justifies that fear. It 1s 

fortified by the explicit- provisions of the draft document, The de

chive vote of the pro-po3.sd geneL'a' CC/llD.Cl1 16 to be cast by thoao ..... bom 

tho pt:tol..16 t.hOlUU.fll11~O rlo nol; €lloct. Th1D (,'OltucD dete't"Dt!nes levies to 
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be paid, Here 1a tamtion wi. thout representation _ aggravated by t.he likelihood 

that one part ot the CIty vill be .~ Bked to subsidize the otl:a!r at the 82Pen8e of 

ita own growth and dev~pcent. 

The prilary requisite of an;y coctnmitJrls growth 1s people. On. this point 

the draft document proposes a curious strait jacket. Article S decJ.ares the rea

pons iDle authorities shall take no steps in matters of immigration which ~ight 

alter the present demographic equilibrium of tbe area of Jerusalem. This is a 

bold - 1f unspoken - ban on Jewish immigration into JeruBalem. This ill. itself is 

an eV'1l prolcriptlon, reviving the bitter memori .. of the Palestine l'l'Aite Faper 

ot 1939 whieh all but prohibitea. Jewish 1m!&ration into Pale.tine and which set in 

ootlon the train of events that led !'1Dally to the end of the l·ta.nda-te. The al.l-

cotlpell1ng incentive of the Jewish st~&l8 for independence in Israel was the 

univeraal demand of the Jevish people to o;>en their country to Jewish irzmigration. 

now 1 t is proposed tha.t there be e lird.te.t1on on Jewish 1m1gration. into Jerusalm. 

Are cond1tions to be created which will compel Je\'18 to organize "Ulega1 n Jewish 

immigD.tion into Jerusalem? V1l1 Je\:lS be driven to orga.n1ze a new -undergroUOld 

to carr:( on that immigration and to ds!end it! 

Moreover, it lIN.St be recognized that the ban fallB with unequal. weight, for 

the new internat1onaJ. authority is not to attempt to control a population increase 

resu! ting from birth. The Arab birth rate in Palestine has al"nqs been l!!UCh 

higher tbat the Jewish birth rate. In fact , the rate of population increase of 

the Arabs has been tb.e Jrl.ebest in tha world. ObT1oualy" a rule wbi.ch limits 

Jewish 1m dgration but ignores the natural Arab increase ¥1l1 weight the demographi 

equilibrium in favor of the Arab zone. 

Put bluntly, this clause asserts in the JlOZ!lB of the Ulf: 'lio Jews ere welcome 

here. " Such Q. proclematlon would not only create a most violent reaction inside 

Israel. It would be deeply resented by JeW'S allover the world. It would be 

welcomed only by those who J)reach ra.oial 8.J)d religious di~criminat1on • 
• 
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n. IT VIOLATES FUllIlA.I.1EiI'J!AL PllI1lCIPLES OF Tli8 1DI 

It does not require detailed didCUSsion to conclude that the proposed draft 

1s inconsistent with the purposes and principles of the UN Charter. The proposal 

to denationalize in the na:tI¥! of internationalization is objectionable not merely 

because inJury 1s done to a people. It is obJectionable be'cause violence is done 

to fundamental principles. There is some irony in that Article. 7 of the proposed 

d,Qcument calla upon the loca1 authorities of the Arab and Je-wish zones to ensure 

human rights and fundamental freedoms. But such rights and freedoms which have 

been acquired by the people of Jerusalem end wh~ are now being exercised by them 

are to be abrogated by this 1nl1S7 NIle doeuent . 

Article 1 of the Uli Charter affirma the principle of aqual rights and self

determination and declares it to be the purpose ot the tlUted· Kations to promote 

and eneourag<> raspect for _ rights and fundamental freedolllo. !!he <>bligation 

of the United 11a.tions to assist peoples toward sel~vernment and independence is 

clearlY eKPressed in Article 75 of the Cherter. Nowhere is the United nations or 

~ of its organs empowered to help people to non-Ielf-govermnent or to assist in 

the establis.hment of non-self-governing territo'riee. 

For the United lTations to embark on such a. progrem \rould be to retreat ignomi

nlousl.y from high principle and purpose. Thus to announce to the world in the name 

of the United No.!oions that Jewish imm1gra.tion to Jerusale.m is to be barred is to 

sugges.t tha.t the United Nations has 0. low estimate of the val~e of people them

selves and it 1s prepared to make invidious distinctions between peoples. It would 

be a atrange undertald.D8 for the United 'l1ations to attempt to withhold from people 

the exercise of their right of self-determination. Such proposals are neither 

within. the competence of the Ur.ited Nations nor in accord. with its conscience. 



-- m: "IT "rcmom:s ALL PAST !IIPl!iIIIm:CI 

701" three rellglolUl- Chrlstie.n1t7. IalD .. J 1IIaie.a-Jeruealem 1s sAcrea.. 

an eternal shrine . l'or the Jeviu !"1II1- , len •• lem hold, cultural and 

national as well 48 spiritual 1l.IOCU.tj.Q,. It 1s the center of their 

nat1onol history. It va. the cap1 tJol or the :nrlt end Second JenBh 

Comonwealtha . For two thouse.nd years aZ Jewish exile and dispersion 

Jerusalem was not merely P. 01 ty of a reYerea past. It wes the promise of a 

glovlng future . To Bever Jerusalem. from the Jerleh State is to do violence 

to Jewish history. It oUends the .~ne.i)111tle8 of every Jew in Jerusalem 

and Israel. It nousea the deepeat reac tion atlODg Jevs a8 a. people , for it 

woul.d be a cruahing oloy t;o thei r national honor e.nd. dignity. 

The plan quarrels vi th recen-t history . includ1.n& the uperlenoe in the 

United Natione itself.. It 19nons completely the events of the past 24 months. 

It 1s as If the! history ot Jerusalem began on the day the draftsmen plaoed 

their proposals on paper. 

When ~he Gener8l Assembly began c011.Bld.eratlon of the report of the United 

Uatlona Special Com.-uttee on Palestine, the repredentst1ves of the Jewish 

Agency for Palestine made ~t clear to the ~embly that the¥ believed 

Jeru.aalem was lrrevoce.b17 ~inked with the propoaed Jewish State, and they 

adVocated that the modern sections of Jerusalem, bull. t and inhabi ted by Jews, 

be made part o'C the Jewish State . '!hls proposal was -not accepted by the 

General Assembly, and in deference to the wishes of that body and to the 

sentiments expressed by religious spokesmen of the world., the Je¥ish Agency 

represeutDtives assented to the proposal that- Je.rusalem be internationalised. 

Baving given the~r as~ent, the Jewish representatives then did everything 

in their power to ioplement the plan. Representatives of the Jewish Agency, 

aocopting th~- d~clara~ton of the General Asoembly on Jorusalem 460 promdse 
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that Jeruse1em might be spared conflict and 1 ts shrines safeguarded from 

war, worked with organs of the United H8.tlons to drDft a st.etute for Jerusalem., 

lru.t confronted with Arab res.istance and. boycott. tbe organs of the Uctted 

Rations failed to assume the responalblli ties to which t..ltey l/ere pled6ed. !be 

Trusteeship Council OD Apr!l 21 , 1948, abandoned its efforts to draft e statute 

for Jerusalem. It adopted a resolution referring the matter b~ck to the 

Genera1 Assemb.ly. 

'B:{ that action, the Je't,ish popul.atlon. in Jeruealem. was abandoned by tha 

,.,arid and left to i teel! in the fe-oe of graTe danger. J'1ghtin& broke out in 

Jerusalem wi thin a few hours after "the General. AaselDbly adopted the Resolution 

of llovember 29 . 1947, and from tbrt time on, the Jewhh population o£ Jer-.lSalem. 

was subjected to snipi ng. sbell.tlre, starvation and slege . In May , 1948, the 

position grfN even more desperate., for Jerusalem 'Was separe:ted from the newly 

established State of Isreel and i6o~~ted from the world itself. 

The Jews of Jerusalem. the ~0W8 of IFrael , yield to no one in their 

dev'otion to the sacred City. It- weB not the Jews '<tho shelled its shrines . rt 

\1RS not the Jews "ho deetroyed its water supply. It. was not the Jews who 

blockaded its roads to deny it food. It WBS not the Jews who blew up its 

Holy Places . On the contrary , it tiaS the Jews who defended Jerusalem and 

sought to sa.ve it from destruction. nothing that happens to Jerusalem .is ever 

forgotten in history , eud the world Yill long remember the ordeal through 

""hlch Jerusalem passed. Hundreds , tllousands of 1 te people today carry wounds 

which -painfully recall that st.ruggle. For months the people were reduced to 

a pItiful ration of food end 't!2ter. j.fan;y 11 terelly faced death by starvatio-u. 

And thoee who died ~~re unburied for days . In this crIsis , the international 

co!llIillln1 ty which had. 9ssum&d. the right to exercise jur1sdiction over Jerusalem 

failed to discharge its responsibilities . Jerusalem, its people end i~ 

aecred places were reocued for civilization by the people of Israel what by a 



herculean ef'f'ort, opened a road to the beleaguered City, brought it fooa, 

water, arms end 11£e itself. 

ITo oonument to this se-ge in Jewish history bes pt been erected. Ho 

memorial attests to the City's sufferi1l& and agony unless it be the cherred 

skeletons of trucks ar.d contt"'l"S whl ch l1e liloD& the road from Bab-el-We.d up 

to the Holy City-silent sentinels of the youth who fought and died to liberate 

Jerus2l.em. The story 0:: this struggle is etched in the mind and heart of 

0:1'017 Je'(l in Jel'Usciem and in Iel'aelt The bond bett.,een Jerusalem and Israel 

is the bond. 01: common struggle and survival. It C3.IU"lOt again be severed. 

Ii' this light, the bland suu;estion that the !:'ew City, surrounded as it 

1& on three sides by Arab forces. be again ~ndered defenseless, seems 

totally unrealistic. In these cirCUJ:lstanceB 1 t is inconceivable that the 

people would Agree to divest themselves of military forces. essential to life 

itself. The United Nptions lMil not uk any people to commit sui.cide. 

IV. IT DIPOSES All I1:roSS:r= l!1JIUJEII 011 = UJolITED ia!rIOIIS ITSELF 

Pest experience of t1::.e tinited lf~t1ons Itseli" should deter it froD m.a:a.OI

taking beyond. its C('lmpetc:!:cc and capacity. It i8 no disrespect of the. United 

Nations to suggest that that organization is not equipped at this stage to 

impose upon an ur..\rllll!'l€ people a sy.perstructure of government which abridges 

t~ rights of the people concerne'd a.nd vio1.ates the Charter of the United 

lI:a\1.sns.. The chief' purpose of such a comiasion-the ee.faguarding of the 

Roly Places-is G..efeated !'rOI!l the outset fj' 1 t atte1ilpts to do more than to 

achieve that pul.'pose. 

It is essential, if the Eoly Places are to be protected and maintained~ 

that e. practical end ~rkab'le plan be adopted. Ijhe Government o£ Israel has 

1"i!p&a\.edly effil'tled its stgYpOrt- of the principle of full 1nternationel control 

for the protection and iIilI!!U!!.i.ty of the Hel.)" Places. The -Govermoont 1s attitude 

Was aubmi tted to the .Ad Eoc Poli ticol.. Commi ttee ~ the General ARsembly "y the 



representative of the Govel'llI38nt of I~rc.el on .tay S. 1949. At that tiD8. the 

represent.atiT8 laid in part : 

-I. T~e Government of Isnel cooperated to the tul1est extent with the 
Statute drawn up in Ncve=tber. 1947. It bears no responsibility for 
the fl'l11ure of t.hat. proj~ct.. a failure which arose through the 
del1bera<4;e Ol·~"c:. resistaIJ.e~ of the Are.b Stetea and the refusal of 
the Or~"'l8 of the VIli .. ted r~t1on.c t('l rl"'tl.fP,. or assume the obligations 
nece"~J for the fulfl~nt of the Sta~te . 

"2 . The Gove!'nI:1er.t of Israel e.dvoca.te~ and. supports the 88te.bllsM.ent b,. 
the U~ite~ d r t10ns of en inter~tional regime tor Jcrusaleo concerned 
ex.clu" i7t"'ly ,,1.th the control and I,lrotection of Holy Plac~s and sites . 
If euch n. regir.:.e for the Irol,. Places h eetl'Jbllahed., rrry Government viII 
cooperate with it. 

"J. ~ Government of Israel will alao .~e to place ~~er international 
control Holy Places in other parte of 1 te terr1 torJ outside Jerusalem • • • 

1t4. T~ o.c-.veMUlOut of l£"rae1 is :[)re~ed to oifer the fullest safeguards 
ant guro::....ntc~8 for the secur1ty of religious i:lstitutions in the 
exercise of tulr ~ctlons . T".ue Govenment of I:rf'el is prepared 
to negotiate l.o:::.ed.!ably wi th all rellgicu8 authorl ties concerned 
with thi. end in Tiew •• • 

·S . The Government of ls:-rael rill persevere in ita efforts to repair the 
~ 1.r..:fllct'J.d on :religioU!1 btt11dinp and e1 tea in the course of 
the war launclled by the Arah Sta.te •• 

1t6. Ti>.e Ga'1ernment of Israel regards with pride and satisfaction its part 
in the restoration of peace and order which are the essential requisi tee 
of &Ill' reverent care for the Holy Places and aites . 

"7. Tho inteSTatlon of the Jewish part of Jerusalem into the life of the 
State of Israel has taken place a8 a na~ral historical process 
ariBint from the conditions of war. trom the VIl.C'UW:l of author ity 
created by the tenrlnation of the J!Iondate, and frOD the refusal of 
the United llrtions to assume any direct adm1n1e:trativ8 responsibilities 
on the scene . This integration, which 1. paralleled by a similar 
procesa in the Arab area. is not incoapatlble vi th the establishment 
of an inter!l8.tlonal rBgiJ:le charged vi th full juridical statue for the 
effective protection of the Eoly Place., no c&tter where situeted • • • 

IS. 'I'he Govel'1lJDent of I~rael vill coz:.UnU8 to seek agreerJents vi th the 
.Arab interests concerned for th". lilBintenance and. nreservation o£ peace 
and the r-eopeni..n€ of blocl:ed access into end vi thin the City of JelUSa1em. 
Such nogotiations nov proceodin& hovever do not afi'ect the ,juridical 
status of JaTUaa1em which we shall seek to define by international 
conBent • ••• 

"11. The Government of I"8rael draw attention to the exhtence of profound 
Jewiah religious interests, which give Jerusalem a central and abiding 
place 1n Jewish spiritual life . All the sacred Associations of Jerusalem 
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derive ultimately from its Jewish origins. The preservation of 
synagogues, the right of access to the Wailing W~ll and of residence 
within the Walled City require international guarantees and imple
mentation ••• fJ 

This poe! tioD remains unchenged.. 'l!he Jovernment of' Israel advocates tije 

eBt~bl1shment of an international regilDe for the Roly Placss. It will help 

to establish such a. regiI:1S. It vill fUlly cooperate with it. It earnestly

hopes that the Un! ted lTctions will conced;! to the people of Jerusalem an 

appreciation of their rights and reeponalbl1i~ies in a ceasure equal to that 

people's understanding and respect for unlver8al interest in the Holy City. 

To keep Jel'llSalem sacred, it is unneceslIary to profane every demooratic 

principle. The natlonel intere$ts of the.people of Jerusalem can be reconciled 

with world intel"8Bt in the City1s shrines. without violating either. These 

interests ere Dot in conflict. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
H2 MADISON AVENUE TELEPHONE MUUAY Hn.t. 2-1160 NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

SepteJ!lber 29, 1949 

To tho Local Committoes 
of the AllERIc.cl ZIOlnST COmlCILI - :; 

The best o~1nion ger e 13 that tho following queGtloDB, vital to Isrnel 
and its future security, l!Iay Come up at the CllJ"Tcnt ee:32ion of the United 
Nations General ~9~bly. I am listing tbee in the ordor of their probable 
occurre!1ce: 

lU:.at.. Se:ver8!lce ot Jerusalem from lsr.'lal and its 8t)tabllshment under 
Allen Rule; 

Second, Tho Qilestion of .Arab refugees : 

~g The Propoaal to Amputate the r.:ee:ev from the State of Israel. 

It 10 said 0", good suthortt;y that t r.e united Stntes seeks a postp9!1"" 
ment of the i.ntroduction. of the Jarusalan. .problcn before the General ASSElrlbly 
until after the Uovember elections. The Government . S pU!'pOaB is obvious. 
It seeks to avoid politi cal embarrassment. Thoro is no rensoD , hOtyeyer • ,my 
it "banJo not be embarrass;:!! OD en issne so rita' to ll S ODd t o whiCh it hI'S 

apparently gI Yen itA pripr auotpvnl, 

The question of Arab refugees will net COI!l.8 . up until the Clapp Commis
sion returns from the Ulddle East with a special report on the economic aJld 
agricultural development of that part of tho ,":arld. 

Ooncernin8 t he dismOlllberment of the llegev - which both 
the United States and Great Britain have been steadily pursuing 
through backdoor diplomatic prenuro t hese past six months - it 
seems likely that a deal could be struck on , the first two i BSU8S 

J.f. Israel rould give its consent to an appreCiable lOBS of ter
ri tory in the Uegev - .".hich 1 t will not do. 

In general, these are the subjects relev8D~ to Isr ael which will come 
under the purvi8\'l of tho UJ! bocJ;y. It 1. elIpected tllat the Genaral J.sstmbl;y 
will remain in ses:Jion until the end of this year. No d~i81on on the above 
issues are anticipated during October; thEG" may be r eached in lio'Vecber and 
December. These months may be the vital ones for Israel. . . " 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 

Sadauah, "VolDea", Ziolliat OtpahatiOD 01 America • Buhomer Bau:air • Labor Zioo.itt Orp.uutioo of Ame.riu-Poale ZioD 
Mbnchi Or,.DhatJOD 01 Amui(;ll • United ZioaUt Labor PIIrty (Aehdul A .. dah.Poale. ZioD) • Ziollia OrpDiQdOD of A.meri(;ll 
~ m ZiotJ..bu.Re't'WoDlll. or Amerb 
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Tho pressure of an emerCency situatign dictates the nature of rolf nork 
dur'ng the peek:g and QO!lths ahead. American public opinion must be aroused 
and effectively or~~ized throughout the country to the end. that the state De
partma3t and the jdmlnistratlon will desist from their attempts to d~rlve 
Israel of Jerusalem and reduce Israel to an U!lviable entity. 

The role" of the COUUCIL during the current session of the G!'!3leral A9sembly 
is self-evident. 17e must fight the battle for Jerusalem end the ll,,€ev in the 
neqsp~erSt on the air, in the magazines, on the lecture platfoms. We dare not 
lose the battle ahead of us. The cODeeqUe!lCes are too costly, 

••• 
THEREFORE. Organize for the EIlergencyl Follot'1 the instructions can .. 

tained in my letter of September l5th\ 

Call together representatives of all local groups affiliated with your 
Committee; review the political situation affecting tsrnel in the light of the 
communications that have been e.ddres~ed to you: discuss your own public relations 
program relative to the form of tllliergency ectlon your comtrlUlity should adopt; 
and if YOu have not doae no a1rol'\4Y, e] ect Ymv oUiceta And OlilPpint the chairmen 
of your committeos. 

If the Chairmen of your Public Relations and Prosa ComIllttees are already 
appo-1nted, have them get into action at once. Sen!! their names and addresses to 
JEBOlGl UnGER, EXEruTIVE DIBECrO!, a8 soon as possible • 

• • • 
The period of the emergency will continne from now until the end of the 

year. l5ut action should begin. at once. Your first duty i9 to Help Save Jerusalem 
for Israel. 

With Zion's ereetings , 

~~.<.~ 
Louie Lipsky 
Chairman 

P.S. To keep you informed on the l atest devel~ments of the Jerqsalem issue, we 
are enclosing 1) excerpts from an address by .AJibrey S. Eban to t~e United nations 
General AS9er.Jbly on this subject: end 2) two recent articles from the J.P.A. 1~ew9 . 



E..\'~~!:ph from an Aa.::.'"ea& r'" Aubrey S. Eodt\, tsrReli R~:-e~~ h.t! v'e to the 
United Na't!ons. before tho Genet'al AsGe!'lblz on Septe:nber 26. 19.69 

"We regard the Jeruss!em problElll a9 composed of two elements. l'irst: there 
is the responsibility of the United Nations for ensuring that Holy Places and site 
are reverently preserved and tbat religious institution s are assured full Uberty 
in the exercise of their fuu~ctions. The other purpose, no less valid, and for thE 
Government of Israel not one ~it less compelling, is the need to assure the Jew1s 
population of the city the full enjoyment of its democratic politieal rights in 
association ~~tb the only government to which it is now prepared to offe r its 
allegience. 

"~e see no incomoatibility between thepe two purposes. Conflict can arise 
onlY" if there ie an unjustified encroaciutent by one upon the other. Thus. if the 
poli tical aspirationa of Israel ' and of Je:rusale:iD 1 s popu.laUon 'Were carried to the 
point of repudiating the concern of the United Nations for the safeguaring of 
HolT Places and sites there mii#lt be an encroachment upon a universal religious 
interest. No such eventuality will take plnoe. On the other hand, if the United 
Nations were to impo8e upon the !)opulation of Jerusalem any burden or deprivation 
not strictly related to the satt.faction of universal religious interests. an 
encroachment would take place upon cheriBh.ed polit1cal. freedom. 

"It liould be a disservice to realistic investigation to ignore the exect 
relationship existing between the Jews of Jerusalel!ll and the State of Israel at 
this time. The situation may be briefly described. When a lnw is promulgated in 
Israel. the Jevs of Jerlsalem obey it. When a tax iE levied in Israel, the Je\l.'s 
of Jerusalem 'P83' it. When the parliamentary institutions of Israel are elected. 
the Jews of Jerusalem help to elect thern and partiCipate in their operation. When 
civil or criminal litigation arises in Jeruealem. it 1s to the courts of Israel 
alcn e that the Jews of Jerusalem take thei r case.. The coinage and stamps of JewiS, 
Jerusalem are the coinage and stamps of Isr&el~ The slowl$ reviving economy of 
Jerusalem is sustained and nourished from the State of Israel. 1!le l anguage end 
religion. the cultUral sentiment and n&tionai allegiance of the Jews of Jerusalem 
are those which they hold in common with the State of Israel 8.Ild its people. 

"There is thus no link uniting a citi zen of r a ris to the Republic of France; 
there is no bond between a citizen of London and the United Kingdom which dees not 
exist at thia time between a Je'",,, in Jerusalem and the State of Israel. For in 
modern society no man, however conscious of civic pride . feels canpletelY in the 
limi ts of a purely municipal allegiance; he IDI'lst reach ou.t to identify bimself 
with a rlder political m:d social cultUre. IT. t.~iB repeect, too. the Jewish 
citizens of Jerusalem are as those of all other cities. 

"Yet there is one particular aspect in ",nich the link between Jewish Jerusaler 
end the State of Israel has an a ltogether special strength. In 1947 the Unt ted 
Nations. having undertaken full responsibility . both for the religious and secular 
life of Jerusalem. declined to carry out OIlY respon sibility for either one of the 
two. Jerusalem fell into siege and famine. Its population undenrent a martyrdom 
unknown in post-biblical times, ~~ile the international community looked ,on help
less, and inert. Men, women and Children fell by the hundreds, both in the city's 
defence, and in its reli ef. At critical m~ents both its wate r and food supplies 
were cut off with no hope Q.f replenishment. If this situation had endured for c.ut 
a matter of days, there would have overtaken ever,y living JeW' in Jerusalem an 
annihilation more total and complete than the most effective and devastating bom
bardment can ever inflict. Salvation came from one quarter alone~ Tbe State of 
Israel. st~ling against dire odds for verJ survival itself, girded all its 
strength to throw a lifeline to the beleagured city . reeopening its communication 
end saving it from dreadful strangulation. EverY man . WO!llarl. end child in Jewish 
Jerusalem todaY can thus ascribe the fact of' his phlsicel survivel directly and 
concretely to the State of Ierael end its £overnmentc M 

• • • 
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CAlUlIllAL SPELLI!AII M1l>! Oli EEPORT HE ASKED TRUMAll 
FOR IlIITEElA!UOJ1ALIZA'I'ION OF JEmISALm 

9/~/49 

NEii YOIIK., Sept. 26. (JTA) - A spokeemen for Francis Cardinal Spellman 
today refused to comment on a report that the Cardinal had interceded ...nth 
President Truman to have the city of Jerusalem internationalized. 

The report. wich emanated :from Montreal, quoted the Rev. 'Raphael ~nn. 
sBcr eta.r7 of the Boman Catholic Custod1en of !1oly Places, as the authority for 
the fact that Cardinal spellman had interceded with President TI'WDan. Father 
quinn was alao quoted 8S having charged that eleQents of the Isreel forces vere 
"wholly responsible for the defB!llstion , bOI:lbing and de8truction of many BolT 
Places" wi thin Jerusalem. 

He added that the Isreel Ministry of Rel igion has diBcla10ed responsibility 
for these acta and ·we are atfU without compensation or future assurance of 
safetY'. , Father Cbllnn said the Arabs haTe alwBYI rerpected the HolT Places and 
called. Xing Abdullah of Tran.a..1ordon a "great and good friend of the Frenciscan 
Order. " 

A report from Rome yesterday said that the Catholic Church would not be 
satisfied with any 8olution lsl8 than lutematlODalh:atlon of Jerusalem and 
the Holy Places in Palestine. The report emanated. from Quotid1ano. organ of 
the CathoUc Action rarty In Ital7. Ittld one o~ the publications through di.ich 
the Vatican releases semi-official material. 

INTEIiII1IUOKALIZATIOlI or JmlSA~ ASIED BY 
APOSTOLIC llSPRESENTATlVE IN CAliADA 

t.!ONTBEAL, Sept. 26. (JTA) - - Denaud for the internationalization of 
Jerusalem "in the name of four hundred million Catholics" was voiced here by 
the Apostol\c aeprcsentattve to Canada. Monselgnor Antoniuti ",bo came from 
Ottawa to address a ~lontre:ll gathering. 

Tbe Papal Nuncio said that Chrhtioos l!Iust no' l'emaln indifferent to such 
a "scandaloU8 situation ll ~~re soldiers are again mak:il1g merry at the IIfaot 
of the Crucifix" and added that "four hundred million Catholics and ~illlons 
of other Christians demand from all interestel powers that justice be done in 
Palestine to the rigbts of the Christian wO :" ld and that in the birthplace of 
Christ be guaranteed the peace ."htch He soU{jlt to bring to this .. orld. 1I 



11 MERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
\ 

H2 MADISON AVENUE TELEPHONE MUUAY Hn.t.. 2·1160 NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

c..ble Address, AMZIONIST September 16, 1949 

Dear Rabbi: 

On the very eve of our Holy Days, in the celebrations and prayers of which Jerusalem 
occupies such an important place, the United Nations Palestine Conciliation Commission bas 
announced its plan for the internationalization of Jerusalem. Writing to you, we do not 
have to enlarge on the injustice and imprscticebility of the Conciliation Commission's 
plan for Jerusalem. We must see to it that the voice of the Jews of America is raised as 
powerfully as possible in derense of Jewish Jeruaalem end in demand for its incorporation 
in the State of Israel. .e are confident that )'Ou fully sbare our sentiments. According
lY, mey we take the liberty of mald ng the following suggestions: 

First: That during the HolY Day .ervices in )'Our synagogue - either on Rosh Rashana or on 
Yom Kippur - you devote one of your sermons to an appraisal of the critical nature of the 
Jerusalem problem. 

Second: That you utilize- your best efforts and invite the cooperation of the President 
and Officers of your congregstio!l to the end that a telegram or telegrams (in the name of 
your Temple or Synagogue, Sisterhood, Uen' s Club, etc.) be sent to the President of the 
United States, urging him to disavow the recommendations of the United Nations Cone1l1ation 
Commission to internationalize Jerusalem. Pl ea •• do not fail us at this juncture. 

We herewith enclose for your information and uae the following material which you may 
find helpful in this 'Save Jeruselem' campaign. This material contain.: 

A. Analytical comments on tbs Conciliation Commasionfa plan .for 
Jerusalem, together with a short historica.l. survey of the Jewish 
character of Jerusalem. 

B. A reprint of an editorial in the New York Herald Tribune which appeared 
on September 15, 1949. 

C. Suggested texts for telegr"'. to the President of the United State. to be 
Bent during the Holy Days period. Natura.l.ly, these texts should not be 
.followed 11 teraily, but should be used as a model for your own partiCular 
needs. 

We feel confident that you rlll cooperate with us to the utmost in the urgent tasks 
which we face today, and we hope and. wish that this coming year may be the year of our 
full. national redemption. Warmest greetings and earnest wishes for a very good year . 

JU:SR 
Encs. 

Sincerely yours, 

~o~c...-
Executive Director 

CONSTITUENT ORCAl\I'lZATIONS 

Hadauah, Woznen', Zionist OrpniutioD of America • HasholDer )btair • lAbor Zionilt OrpniutiOD of America-Poale ZioQ 
Mi ..... ehi Or,aDiution of America • United Zionbl Labor Part,. (Aehdut A"odah-Poale Zion) • Zionist OrpniAtioD of America 
~ m Ziom.t.Remioailu of Amerfe. 



NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE 

SEPTEMBER 15. 1949 

JeruuJem aDd tbe U. N. 
The propoul ot the Un1~ NaUons Pales

tine COnc1l1aUon CommJ.salon for perma
nent lnt.ernaUonal1u.t1on ot Jer11$&lem, 
whatever It.s theoreUeal atttaeUvenw may 
be, appears to han been tar outrun both 
by time and ennta. It is DOt mtrtly a 
queJllon ot the Ian.ells' rtluaal to cede thtlr 
rights In Jewtsh JeruuJem, although this 
alone would make the U. No'a t.a.sk. at taking 
over the enUre c.lty a formidable one, but 
also of the practlea.bW\y and dleetJYenus 
of the CondllaUob Comm.1u1on's proposal 
There wu a time, pubaPl; when intern .. -
tlona.liuUOn, whleh wu aurgested in the 
U. N.'a oripn&J. partl~n roolutlon of lM7, 
might have been Imposed; but It was the 
tsra.eU Army and not the U. N. wbleb saw 
to It tbat the partition of Palutlne became 
a reallty. The 4.httna: for JtruWem proper 
lett the 1sr&@1.11 in posseasion of th~ New 
City and Kina Abdullah', Arab LtgtOD in 
control ot the Old City. And the complete 
acqu.le~ of boU1 a1dH would be .. pre
requblte to any plan tor tnatlng the elty 
u a whole. 

The co-mlrd'n" pl&n, as a matter of 
tad" enYlaacu &be lnt.ematloneJJuUon not 
only of 2'eruaalem but Qt .. ~uare-tnUe 
enclave arounes the dtJ. lne1ud1nl Bethle
bem. Althougb many of the dt.y's admin
taLrati.ye lUltdlou wowes be neerYed to \be 
U. N .. tacb side would polke 11.3 own zone, 
DeS Ute holy place.a:. ~bJcb con.st.ltut.e the 
ClUlt ot the entire Jerualrm question, would 
be opel\ to all. lIu~ tbe important qu.e.rt1on 
ot what. tInd 01 c1tizen.sb1p the .l'wdents 
of the area would hold t.s lett untouched, 
and there is, as yet, no U. N. police force 
powedw enough to make Int.ernatlon&liza.
Uon effectiYe on all levels, or eyen to par
ant.ee a.ece.ss to the holy placu In cue they 
should be threatened. Furthermore, en
claves 01 t.hls .ort hue a .. ...,. of creating 
probleJU rather than .eetUln& them, and 
t.b.e Jeruaalem area 11 lac.klng in the natural 
advantqea that 80metlmes enable a port, 
for example, to exist as an entlty. 

That the United Nation.. u. the repre
aentat:.lve or the world c:omlrwnUy, hu • 
right.ful place In.' Juw:alem. 11 denied by 
none. The IsraeU covernment has repeat
edly and coll.lbl.enU,. expressed ita willing
neM to hue the U. N. auperv:iR the holy 
places, not only in Jerw:alem but elsewhere, 
and tJlere Ls no reason to doubt that both 
the letLer and ap1rl~ of such a.n agreemenL 
would. be. rlgldly adhered to. It is conceiv
able, alIo, that the U. N. could perform 
valuable .service u a mediator in the clt.y 
ani a.s a ruardian or the l'ighLs of outside 
partJes. There 11 no I'~n why a .. Uslac
t.ory compromise along the Hoes sel forth 
by the 1Sraell government ebould not. be 
worke:d out and, in time, become acceptable 
to all interested partJ.u But stabWty In 
PalesUne acarcely aeenu likely 11 the U. N. 
persiats in • now outdated plan ot seWng 
up • third .state. in a counky that is barely 
1arrt: enough fol' two. 
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What Is Wrong With the Conci1.iation Commtulon 1 e Plun? 

The Plan of the U. N. Palestine Oonciliation Commission for an intel'Il!l.t1onal 
regime over Jerusalem and its vicinity should be rejected on grounds of Injustl~e 
end utter impracticability. 

the Concil1ation Commission's plan trE"ate the pro'hterJ of Jenlsalem out of the 
context of the ent!re Palestine 18!;ue, and therofo:-9 the entire approa.c:.h of the 
Commission 1s purely theoretical, 85 en anolya1s of the recommendations will 
easily show. 

The plan totally ignores the fact that only a short ttma ago 0. bitter and 
bloody .Arab-Jewish war took place, and that Jelu~alcm f'omt"d ono of the main 
battlefields In th18 ",ar. It takes no cognl~ance of the he6.vy c8.au.alties paid 
by Jerusalem Jewry tor the defense of the Holy City, including 1 h interna.tiooally 
revered shrines; the crove d811ger. of total exteI1linatlon :fsced by the Jew of 
JerusalEm; the hWlger and thlrst they sutfered during the many !Iantha when the 
city W8.8 incessantly melled by the. Arab invaders, cut 01'£ fro:! 1ts hinterland., 
blockaded and. starved. 

Row can one come now end tell the nest'ly on.e hundred thousand Jews ot 
Jerusalem that the mBnJ' hU!1dreds of YO'mg Jewish l!ves sacrificed in the IIbreaks
through" on the Jerusalem-Tel Aviv Road -- at the Kastel, Latrun, etc. - were 
in vAinj and that in tho futllre their livee and the lives of their children vill 
be cut otf trom the State of Isnel and del'end entirely on the same United NattoIU\ 
which ranained totally inactive in the taco of the mOlt brutal onslaughts on 
Jerusalem only one year agot No community of 11. ving men end "';OlDen can be expected 
to accent suCh a plan. 

!he Life of Jerusalem Jem Is At Stoke 

Nor does the plan provide for any reBl. milt tary- protection of the Holy Ci ty
under this international regime. On the contrary, trhtle sttpulo.ting the complete 
deml11 tart zatlon and 41 sarmement of Jerns31t!!l, the plan envisages a police force 
of one thousand men, bal.! of ""hom. are to be JewiPh Md the other hDl.f' Arab, and 
therefore both partisen forcee who m€l1' be eonfidently expectod to be loyal. to 
their respective cOlIIIIIunities and governmenh, rather than to the United Nations. 
1he fact of the matter is that the 'D1M dllt s the Uni ted. BatioDs to take nominal 
cha.rge 0'E Jerusalem, without giving"it 8117 real power and strength. 

Free Access to the Holy Places 

'lb.e motivating reasen behind this plan 1s sUPPCBedlJt the desire to provide 
international protection for the Holy Places and free aCceu to th!"ID for members 
of all religions. It has alreadj been indicated above that the United Bations t 

as 1n the case of Jeruealeo, Yill not d1 spoae of a real force capable of 8DY 
defense. The United liatlona will have to dep811d entiroly on the gooa.-vill of the 
two comounities. Access to the Holy Plocee, Qoreov~r, Is phya1callJt impossible 
without the wholehearted cooperation of Isrsal and its gOYE'rnment. Je1't18s1Cll' does 
not lie on the eea. Any 'Pilgrims of visitors 'Would hA.ve to lond on I sTael! terri
tOll" and pass through Israeli territory in ord er to reach the Roly Places. 
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Accordingly. if the repeated DQS!lra:lC8& and guarantees offered by tbe GOV8nD1ent 
of Israel for free access ~o the ahrines are not accep~ed b7 the international 
comml.ml tTl the setting up at a United Nations regime 1n Jprusale~ 'Would not solve 
the problem. 

Jerusaleo Is a Je~t&h Ctty 

Ninety pel"cent of the Eoly Places is contained wi thin the walls of tbe Old 
Otty. and the re:;t 1& jus t outside the walls. It is the Holy Places proper that 
have to be internationalized and not the whole of Jerusalem . In other words. if 
we look for a sound, just and practical solution -- the workability of ~hlch must 
depend, ll:lder the circuostances , OD the wholehearted cooperation of 'both I srael 
and Trausjordan -- the United NatlonA shoald ~e9k administrative power over the 
Holy Places And not territorial po .. ·,r over t he JeIUsalf'fll area and its population. 

Jerusalem D~pend8 On Ierael For Its ~conomic Survival 

If the plan of the Palestine ConCiliation Comniui.on ia seen from an eco
Domic vi e .. point, ita total impracticability i8 no leas erid.ent. Jerusalem1s 
economy ie not self-co:ltd .. ned. The BolT Ot ty has DO developed industries. Its 
main sources of incol'D:e in recent :rears were derived from its having been the 
administrative center of Palestine. If Jerusalem 1& eevered from the rest of 
the country, it i. condfllRn ed to alow but certain economic deterioration. 

Jerusalem. also deponds on I srael for its sU'Dpl1ea. Agricultural produce 
comes to Jerusalem fl"Oll the countr,yside, ..blcb will be outside the sugcested 
i nternational zone. Industrial p:"Oduets must COJ:1C to Jerusalem 8i ther from the 
factories of lsre..el or imported tbroUf;b Israel. Even water Must be brought to 
Je:usalem by pt:pea from Iarael. If, aa tbe Oommission suggests. Jerusalem becanee 
an independent entity and the State of Iarael 1a not allowed to have any of its 
governmental lnsti tuttons there, a sileable proportien of the ponulat10n of 
Jen:.salem will remain ",Uhout income and l1Tellhood, and consequently, will have 
to -emigre.te" from Juuaalem into Israel. 

Fro~ whatever aspect one analyze. the Conciliation C~iBsion's plan. one 
is bound to arrive at the conclusion that the outcome will be tantamount to a 
death sentence for the city of Jerusalem and ita preRent inhabitants. 'Vrhf'UlVer 
lt8Jlts to see the Holy City exist and d.evelop in the future must unconditionally 
reject any plans for its internation81ization. Jerusalem and Israel are ODe end 
indivisible. 'lb.e problem of the Holy Places and free access to them can be beat 
solved by inte:matio:uil administration of the Holy Places proper. Such an a.dmin1&
trati on could count on the full cooperation of the Israeli Governoent, which 
repeatedly offet'ed guarantees of free access to the ahrtnes to meu"bers of all 
religions. 

• 
• • 

• 
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From that day some three thoUland ,.ears ago ~en David, the warrior king, 
captured a mountain stronghold of the JeB'Ilblt.a end ilIilAe it hie capital, 
Jel"usa lem has been at the very core of Jewish life and J e ... 1eh history. To the 
:Biblical ehron1cler of the reigns at the king. of Judah and llrael. Jerosal em 
was the city which God "had chosen out of ell the tribee of Israel." To Isaiah. 
prophesying of the end of de,ys. it vas clear that 1n that better time lithe word 
of the Lord" would "cOI!1e forth from Jerusalem' to all the peoples of the earth. 
for \he exiles of Judah ...eeplng by the rivers of Babylon. the DSlDe and memory 
at Jerusalem summed up all their agony and all their faithl "If I forget thee, 
o Jerusalem. let 1Il1' right hand torget her cunning. Let my tongue cleave to the 
roof of my oouth; 1t I prefer not JeruBolem above my chief Joy_I 

In the great 11terar,r monument of the Jirst Destruction. the Biblical book 
of "Lamentation ... . Jerusslem has a unique and central place. Bewailing the 
1118er;y and capUT1t7 of the p8OJ)1e of Judah, "L.mtaUon.1 can never target 
the specU'1c tragedy of the C1 ty at Jewl!lalc __ a ct t7 10 dear to the wri ter 
that he describes it in almoat hUllan teJ!lII. lJhe ... el'7 flret sentence of' the 
book 1s charecterhtlc! "Kow doth the a1ty lit 1011"t&l7. that was full of 
people! how 1s lib. bflcome as a widow! the that vas great _ong the national 
and princese 8ll0Ag \he proTiDCea ••• " 

As Jerueal_ bad sprong 11 rat to the mind. ot the poet lementing it. detltroo
Hon, 80 did it ""nng first to the IDin4 of the prophet .... ,jol01.g over the 
return from the f1 rst m."11e - "Break forth into joy, sing together ye waste 
p l aces of Jerusalem: for the Lord bath eoaforted his people, He hath redeemed 
Jerusalem." It was, indeed, concern tor the welfare of' Jerusalem , almost equally 
\dth concern for the ~lfare of the Jewilh comlunity in Judah, tha.t moved 
Nehemiah - the great founding father of \he Second Coamonwealth - - to leave 
the comfort and prestige of his 1)oet 1D. the Peralan court of the f'ifth centu17 
before tbe common era.. "I was in Shushen the palace, .and Hanan!. one of 1117 
bre thren cane, he end cert.ain man ot Judah. end I asked them concerning the 
Je .... s that had escaped, that were left of the capt! v1ty, and concerning Jerusalan.· 
When. in answer. he .... a. told of the atfl1ct-ion of the Jew. and the burnt gat&s -
and broken walls of Jerusalem . Neb.lab. became the arch-type of those other 
great leaders who in the centuries atter him were to leave the civilization 
lnto which they had become suecesafullT ae8imilatad and devote their ardor anQ 
their lives to the rebuilding of Zion. '1'0 the Persian king, asking him the 
cause of his sorrowful 8Jlpearance, hi. answer ""as in epiC tem.e: "WhT should 
not Dl7 countenance be aad • ...nen the City, the place of IDT fathers' sepulchre •• 
liath waste, and the gates thereot are conauoeC!. with firetll It was to be under 
lfehe:tiah ' e leadership that the city, its walls and its gates were rebuilt. 

In the d87S of the Second Commonwealth, Jerusalem vas the cherished center 
Dot on17 of the Jews in ~e Land, but of the multitudes scattered in the diaspora 
of Egypt and other nearby lands. The Second Destruction of Jewish national Ufe 
at the hands of Rome in the year 70 i8 mirrored 1n legend and tradition largely 
ln terms of Jerusalem; so were. the hopes of restoration hung tlpm Jerusalem . 
·Rabbl Joshua the 80n of Levi said : tlJhe Holy One, bles&ed be He, aaid to Iaraell 
Tou have been the cause of the destruction of IIQ' Houae and the erlle of rq 
ch1ldren . Prey for the peace of Jerusale:D and then ~1.l1 I give you peace. If! 
And 'Rabbi Jochanm said: l1he Holy One blessed be Be has sworn: I will not 
enter the Heaven17 Jerusalem until I have come into the earthly Jerusalem. , .. 
And again lIRe '4'ho mourns over Jerusalem will :ret see its rejoiCing." And IIneTer 
will the Shekbinoh depart from the \ldl1ng 'Wall." 
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It was not through sentl.l!1ent ao.d liter ature alone that Jews expressed their 
bond with Jerusalfta after the De~tru.ctioD. Thoa .,ilo had not been exiled . om 
Judea broke into fler;y revolt in the ;roar 132 -- largeJ..y bec8Jue the Emperor 
Hadrian procleJ..med plena for rebuilding Jenu;alem as a &tlan colony with n new 
and resplendent temnle ~ed1cated to Jupiter Oapitolinus. From the countries of 
the liear East Je.'s hastened to Pal •• tln~ in their thouc:ands to fight v1th the 
Jew. in the Lar.d under Bar lochba~ Durtng the three ;rears that they beld out 
auccessfnlly against the Romen legions, sicnlficantl;v. the phrase "Deliverance 
of Jeruealem ll vas etruck acTOes t he iacee of the Romen coine then in use. 

~e dre6lll of phTa1cal reconqueet ot the Lmld and the Rolr 01 ty died. vi th 
Bar I.oehba~ 8 de:teat; the ap1ritunl attach.cent ",ent on. Ibring the 1800 yean 
of the Heond dispersion, the prAj'ert, the cereftll)nies, the 11 terature and the 
thin.king of Jewa thro~out the world, reverted &f:a1n and again with passionate 
and ~rime concern to Jerusal6s. ~. grand climax of the f~stlvel of liberation 
i8 the stark and absolute "Next year in Jenll'alern.tI The l)rayer that lithe voice 
of bridegroom and ot bnde Elhall 600n be hAard in the atreeh or Jerusaleo" is 
intertwined with the perlOllEJ. 1·ejoic1n.c of tho J.,wiah 'br1e.e and groom throug"out 
the world. 

'!'hough after the fallure of the Bar Xoc:b.ba revolt. Bost of the Jews of Judaea 
were ~tenllnated, Jf':'U881eDI le.1.d v.,ate and Jt'W8 fl)rbldden to enter the new c1 ty 
built on ita ruins, J~we maQe thdr wq to it incessantly. Y1th the Arab Conquest, 
the old Boman b8!l dls~8red and Je10ls resf!ttled Jt"t'Ilsalm, even being allowed to 
build a aynagoroe in the Temple 8.1'8&. DeS'Oi t. t1le lIlo')d,y struggles between 
Bucce181ve Modem d1Do.eUes . Jeru~.l Is Jewish cO!71o:mni ty stubbornly held 1 ts 
ground, reinforced b:r imigratiO!l of Jews from 'Babylon, the Arab peninsula, Egypt, 
Syria. In the course of the Crus~deret almost complete extel':Dinatlon of Palestine 
Jewry, the worst fate fell to the Java of Jerur.olem: they vere burned alive 
inside their SYnagogue. But relettlee:lt of Je1"l'lllalem be;an even during the 
Lat1n Iingdom and went on throu,p tile centuries, Teaching its highest. pH--
modem point in the s1xteenth century 1.cmlgratton of the upened Jew8 of Spal.n 
and Portugal. In the hlstoric 1nag1nattcn of the Jed.Eh Jlcople , of course, the 
symbolic tyPe of the medieval pilgrim to Jerussl P.m hus "been and remains the great 
figure of Judah Haleyi, ~ouIUeylng to dp..ngerou.s JE'NB81em in a tiny twelfth 
century boat, leaving behind h!.m in Spain, home end ;;arden, family and friends, 
epitomidng a central motive of Jewish history in one Une: liMy heart is in the 
East but I !'lID in the furthest West," ainein~ m~~1flc.ent h7mn. to Jerusalem, 
'fairest of view, del1ct:Lt of the wor14~ city of the grent king." dying - accord.
ing to trad.1 tioD. _ at the Vaill.oee Wall. 

Pil¢m after pUgrim .!:lade bis way to Jerusal m . and by the =1ddle of the 
ninetf'entb century -- the threshold of Gur fOra - - eight thous8Dd of the approxi
mately 15.500 total populatio:1 of Jeru9a1E!D were J.wP' . In 1837 with Sir Mosea 
Montefiore'. aid the fir f; t houses outaide the 'Walled Old CIty were bu1l~ by Jews, 
and ever ainee. aloo s t coamletelf aa the re&ult of Jewish effort. love and finan
cial investm.ent, the tew Ci ty h as gro1r.l1 to 1 t s present si 28 and ~8&Dificenee. 1 ts 
Jewish population reacht.ng almost 100,000. This vas no simple eccldc.nt. from 
the economic and geographical viewpoint JeIUsJllea haR almo.t no j >lstif1cation 
for a large population -- 1 t h a s grow b~cat1.8e, throughout the ages 2nd partIcu.
larly In the seventy yearn of modem Zionist resettlEment, Jeve have cherished 
it, looked uron 1t as their natural ccpltol, felt it -- In the religious sense -
partIcu.larly "men tortOUI ," particularl;r dce.! rable, to live In It. 



....... 

- 3-

Three thousand years of Jewish devotion to Jerusalen reamed their climax 
in the incredible courage, self-sa.crifice and endurance 'to'bich enabled. the Jews 
of Jerusalem to endure hWlger, thirst, end 'bombardr:lent by the Arab Le.gion in 
the dre9.dful months of the lDodel'fl siege of Jetu~s.let:l. An ordinary ci ty could 
hardly have been held under such adverse circumstances. Savtng Je .... 1.sh J(\!'Usalem 
me8!lt to every one of its besieged inhabitants Beving the heart of Jewish history 
end faith , the heart of modern Israel. That h~art. 90 saved, must not now be 
cut away. 

"If I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem, let my rif)1t bend forget her CUllnlng ••• n 

9/16/49 
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PRESIDmT lLIRRY S TRtlWl 
THE W"dITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON DC 

DJlAF'! OF WIRE 

IN BEHALF OF CONGREGATICN __ 
T 

____ OF ___ ==,----___ _ 
(.amo) (citT) 

COMPRISING A ME!(BERSHIP OF _-.,.--,_.-__ ...jF.lMItIES. AND GATllEliED AT 
(nwnter) 

TIllS l!IGH HOLIDAY PEPlOll. SACRED TO JEWRY TIlEOUGHOUT THE WORLD. \1!EN OUR 

AGE-OLD I>RAYERS FILL OUR lIEAllTS AlID MINDS WITH IMPERlSHA!LE LONGING FOR 

JERUSALDI. THE CITY OF ZION. I HAVE B_ INSTRUCTED TO EXPRESS THE FEELINGS 

OF DISFAVOR AI1D DISAGRE»!:l!lT OF THE Ml'lIllERS!IIP OF THIS CONGREGATION WITIl 

THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE U.II. PALESTINE CONCILIATION CClII!ISSION TO 

INTERNATIONALIZE TH~ CITY OF JElIDSJ,LZM. IN OUR VIE'~ THIS NEW PLAN ro 

PLACE AIL JERUSAL:El~ UlILER U.N. JURISDICTION IS UllJUST. UllREALISTIC AND 

IMPllACTICABLE. TEE CONCEllIT OF '!HE CHRISTIAN WORLD FOR THE Sl!RInES AND 

HOLY PLACES IN JERUSALE!4 IS EASILY UNDEBSTA.VDA!LE AND IS SllARED BY ALL 

JEWS. :sur ONLY THE HOLY PLACES -- AND !lOT THE WEOLE OF THE CITY -- SHOULD 

BE PLACED UNDER UNITED NJoTIONS S1l?ERVISION. MAY WE EJIl>RESS THE Hon THAT 

JERUSJ.LDI WILL BE RESTORED AS THE ROCK AI1D HOPE OF ISRAEL. IIAY \'E RESPECT-

FULLY URGE THAT THE U. S. DELEGATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS REJECT AllY PLAN 

~'HICH '"OULD SEVER THE 1lEW CITY OF JERUSALEII FroM '!liE STATE OF ISRAEL. 

SIGNED 

9/16/49 



TW; PRESI= 
THE VHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON DC 

DRJ.IT OF WIRE 

DUllING TUIS SACIDJ) PERIOD OF JEWISH FESTI7ITY A.~D PRAYER KAY WE, Oll 

B= OF = CO:!GR::GATICJI ___ ...,---,---;-__ or __ ,...-,,,-;-_ _ 
(name) (oity) 

AND RnR!;S<lI!'l'IKG A M:l!BDlSl!IP OF --,,.--,-_-.,. __ FAiIlLI3S, RESP:;OTFULLY 
(number) 

PETITION YOU TO TJJG COGIlIZAliCE OF THE UNJUS'1 AliI> Ul:R:1,\LISTIC RECOlIMEllDA_ 

TIONS O!i'FElL'ID BY TIil> UJI FAJ,:!;ST;l/E COl;CILIATIQ1' CCloCllSSIOli TO INT3-'L. 

NATIONALIZE THS !l!l'l'lR": OITY OF =SALlY._ lr.l VI!;w THESE HECOIOOlIIDATIONS 

AS A 'fllGIC AIID U!P!!J.CTIC-,Jl1.1 SCIlEl@ TO S:ll'TIJl Tm: THORNY PIlOBI.::M OF THE 

FUTURE OF TIl!: HOLY CITY. TIlE lC\( CITY OF J7.JUlS.U»\ ''HICH COUPlUSES TJ!i: 

IIMOB PORTION OF = CITY, IS 95 PEBCEl:T JEtHSH IN POPULATIOn. AllY PLAN 

TO D&PlU'nl ISRA::L OF TIffi lEW CITY liOIl'..Jl llOB THE JEWISH STATE OF ITS HEART 

Al.'D SOUL. MAY w:; HESP'_GTFliL1Y POINT OUT THAT 90 PERCENT OF THESE SACBED 

INSTITUTIONS LI'O \'lTHIN THE WALLS OF THE OLD CITY 1;011 UN:lER THE COln'ROL 

OF THE ARAIlS . THE ISRAELI GOVUW!:l!lT BAS ALR!:.UlY GRUITED FREEDOa OF 

ACCESS TO ALL HOLY PLAC ... 'S l/ITHIlI ITS JURISDICTiOli AIID IS WIL1ING TO ACCEPT 

U . 11 . SUPERVISION OVER THESE EOLI S.lil!IlIES . AS A1SRICAliS AIID .r,;ws lIZ VOICE 

OUR CONCERN OVER THIS MOST mx:_ PLAN TO PLJ..CE JEl1USAillI UliI>ER ALnm 

JUJUSDICTIO!l AND SEGREGATE '!HE CITY BUILT BY JE1HSH TOIL AIID SACRIFICE 

FROtl THE STATE OF IS=. liE RESP:CTFULLY EX1'<lESS THE HOPE THAT TEE U.S, 

DELEG.\TIOll TO THE UNITED N.\TIOIIS WILL REFUSE TO ACCEPT AllY PLAN IfliICH \/OULD 

DEPRIVE ISRAEL OF THE NEW CITY OF JEliUS.U3H. 

9/16/49 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE TELEPHONE MUUAT Hu.t. 2-1160 NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 

Cable Addrea' AMZIONlST 
September 16, 1949 

To the Local Committees 
of the AUERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL:-2 

The Jerusalem situation has taken a definite turn ~or the worse in recent 
days; it now appears likely that the United Nations, with the tacit approval of 
the United States Government, will adopt a resolution to internationalize all 
of Jerusalem, including a sixty-square-mile enolave around the city_ I need 
not indicate to you hoW' tragic this eventuality could prove to the State ot 
Israel and the Jell's of the world. A Jewish State without Jeruss.lem 1s aa 
inconceivable as a Jewish State without Jews . 

During the next fell' weeks , the Council will attempt to bring to the notice 
of the administration in Washington the strong disfavor with which the Jews of 
America view the recommendat.ions ot the UN Palestine Con,01l1.!.tlon Com:nission to 
internationalize JerUsalem. .As a first step in this d1rection~ the Council has 
invited the rabbinate of America to proolaim from their pulpits during the High 
Holi~ period the rerusal of American and lorld Jewry to acquiesce to the 
severance of Jerusalem from Israel . Although epoc1alletters and informational data 
(see enclosed ms.terial) have been Bent from this Council to every rabbi in the 
country, may I urge you to reinforce our appeal with a personal visit to the 
rabbis of your community, exhorting them. to devote 8. sarmon to the critieal. problem 
of Jerusalem's future. 

For your information, the Council encloses also drafts of telegrams -
addressed to President Truman - - which have been prepared for the use of th9 
Rabbis, their synagogue and Temple officials, Sisterhood presidents. Yen's Club 
officers, and other organizations affiliated with these congregations. We feel 
confident that this type of pressure on the White House will make a profound 
impression. The administration in Washington which haa been so sensitive in 
the past to the sentiments ot the J e"8 of America and their friends should be 
given a clear picture of American Jewry's reaction to this most recent plot 
against the Stata of Israel. 

}Jay I urge your immediate and vigorous cooperation in this campa.1gn. 
We are hopeful that the High Holiday period will mark a definite chaage in 
the Jerusalem situation. This can be brought about only with your strong and 
decls~ve action. Please be good enough to keep this office informed of the 
progress of your activities • 

. With Zion'. greetings, I remain 

JU:SR 
Encs . 

Sinoerely yours, 

a;;~ J eroma Unger 
Exeoutive Director 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS -
Badaaaah, Womeu', Zionial OrlaniuLiou of Ameriea • Huhomer Batu.ir • Labor ZioJ:liJt Orpniutioo of Ameriea-Poale Zioo 
Mizr.ehi OrlanUalioll of Ameriea Uoiled Zionial Laber Party (Aebdol AvlKlab-Poaie Zioo) • Zionbt OrpnUatio.o 01 Acoerlea 
~@ ZiooiJU.ReriJionitb 01 A.lnerica 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
H2 MADISON A VENUE TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2·1160 NEW YORK 17 , N. Y. 

Cabl~ Add.--, AMZIONIST September 16, 1949 

COP I 

near Rabbi: 

On the ver,y eve of our Holy Days, in the celebrations and prayers of which Jerusale~ 
occupies such an important place, the United Nations Palestine Conciliation Commission baa 
announced its plan for the internationalization ot Jerusalem. Writing to you, we do not 
beve to enlarge on the injustice and impracticability of the Conciliation Commission'. 
plan for Jerusalem. We must see to it that the voice of the Jews of America is raised as 
powerfully as possible in defense of Jewish Jerusalem and in demand tor its incorporation 
in the State of Israel. We are confident tbet you fully sbore our sentiments. According
ly, may we take the liberty of making the following suggestions: 

First: That during the Holy Day services in your synagogue - either on Rosh Rasbena or on 
Yom Kippur - you devote one of your sermons to an appraisal of the critical nature of the 
Jel~Ba1em problem. 

Second: That you utilize your best efforts and invite the cooperation of the President 
and Officers of your congregation to the end that a telegram or telegrams (in the name of 
your Temple or Synagogue, Sisterhood, Men's Club, etc.) be sent to the President of the 
United States, urging him to disavow the recommendations of the United Ne.tions Conciliation 
Commission to internationalize Jerusalem. Please do not fail us at this juncture. 

We herewith enclose for your information and use the following material which you may 
find helpful in this 'Save Jerusalem' campaign. This material contains: 

A. Analytical comments on the Conciliation Commission's plan for 
Jerusalem, together with a short historical survey of the Jewish 
character of Jerusalem. 

B. A reprint of an editorial in the UeW' York Herald Tribune which appeared 
on September 15, 1949 . 

C. Suggested texts for telegrams to the President of the United States to be 
sent during the Holy Days period. Naturally, these texts should not be 
followed literally, but should be used as a model for your own particular 
needs. 

We feel confident tbet you will cooperate with us to the utmost in the urgent tasks 
which we face today, and we hope and wish that this coming year may be the year of our 
full national redemption. Warmest greetings and earnest wishes for a very good year. 

JU:SR 
Encs. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
U~~b~L~:rome ur:-

Executive Director 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hao-ph, WOMeD'. Zion.ill Orpniution of AIoerie. ~ Buhomtr Batuir • Labor Zionist Orpniution of Amtriea-Poll1e Zion 
Miuaeh.i Orpni&ation of Amtriea • Dnited ZionUt lAbor Party (Aehdgl Avod.ah-Poale Zion) • Zioaist Orpniution of Amerie. 
~8 ZiOolORm.ioniit. of AmeriCII 
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~r.t'l~ C9:u.lgS--.2!'l_l'B.d 
U,II, PALESTINE OOROILtMIOIi CClOlISSIOII'S PLAlI 

FOR All INTERI1J<!IOIIAL HEema: IU JEEllSALJolI 

lJhe plen of the U. lil. PalesUne Ooncll1a.t1on COID.'lttaslon for an intemi1.t1onal 
regime over JB1'U8elem and its T1clnU,. Mould be rejected on grouuds of injuatice 
pnd utt~r it"ipractlcabll1t7. 

The Conciliation CommiEslon!s plan treatl the problem of Jerucalem out of the 
context of the entire Palestine hall-e, and theJ'8fore the entire approach of the 
Commission 18 purely theoretical. os an analyst. of the recommendations will 
sadly &ho ... . 

The plan totally t.gnores the fact that only a short time ago a bi tter and 
bloody Arab-Jewil!h war took place , and that Juusalrm fomed one of the main 
battlefields in this war. It ta~e8 DO cognl~aace of the heav,r casualties paid 
by Jerusalem Jewr,r for the defense of the Holy Clty. including its lnterno.t1onally 
revered shrines: the graTe danger of total ute1'lllination faced by the Jews of 
Jerusolem ; thp hunf"er And thirst they 8\'.!fered during the many JDonths when the 
cit,r was incessantly shelled by the Arab invaders. cut oft from its hinterland, 
blockaded end starved. 

How can one come DOW and tell the nearly ~ne hundred thousend Jews of 
Jenla&lem that the many- hundreds of young Je'.dah lives sacrificed in the "breaks
throUAh" on the Jemsalem- Tel Aviv iload - - at the Kastel. Latrun, etc. - were 
in vain; and that in the future their Uves 8l').d the Uvea of their c:htldren will 
be cut off from. the State of Israel ftlld depend lUlt:1rely on the same United Bations. 
o,dlieh remained totally inactive in the face 0"1 the most brutal onslaughts on 
Jerusolem only one year agol No cOIlmunity of living ;!len and ... omeo can be expected 
to accept sucb 0. plan. 

The L1.fe of Jeru~alem Jew!'Y Is At Stake 

Nor does the 'Plan provide for :my real ;:till tazy protection of the Holy Oi ty 
under this international r egime. On the contra17, ~h!le stipulating the complete 
demilitarization Wld disam.sment of Jerusa.l;>m, the plon envisages a pollce foree 
of one thousand .~n, hRl.f of .. 'hom are to be Jewiab. ond the other h f'..l.f Arab. and 
therefore both partisan forces who C81 be confid~tly expected to be loyal to 
their respective communities and government!, rather than to the United Nations. 
The fact of the matter is that t h e plah wants the UI'..1 ted Na.tions to take nominal 
charge of Jerusalem , without giving it on:! real polter and etrength. 

Free Access to the Hal:?' Pl l<ces 

The motivating reason behind this plan Is suppoaed17 the desire to provide 
international protection for the Holy Places and free access to them for members 
of all religions. It has already been indicated above that the United Nations. 
as in the Case of Jerusalem, will not dispose ot a real force capable of an,y 
defense. The United Nntions will have to dep~nd entirely on the good-Yill of the 
t.".'O communi ties. Acceas to the Holy Places, moreover, is physically imposst ble 
without the Wholehearted cooperation of Israel and ita government. Jerusalem doe8 
not l1e on the sea. ArLy pilgrims of visitors would have to land on Israeli terri
tory and pass through Israeli territo17' in ot'Cier to reach the Holy Places . 
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Accordingly. if the repeated a-esur8:lces and guarantees offered by the Government 
of Israel for free access to tbe shrine. are not accepted by the international 
community, the sctting up of a United Nations regime in Jerusalem would not solve 
the problem. 

Jerusalet!l. Is a. Je'\I1sh City 

Ninety -pereent of the Holy Places is cO::ltalb.ed wi thin the walls of the Old 
City, and tao rest 1s just outside the valls. It is the Sol,)" Places proper that 
have to be internationalized and not the whole of JI!l'Usalem. In other .. 'o"rds, if 
\(8 look for a Bound , just and uraatical solution - the workability of o,.:h1ch must 
depend. under the circumstance's. on the .... 'holehearted cooperation of both Is-rael 
and Trauejordan -- the Unitec. Nations ehoulc1 seek acimirutt'St1V8 power over the 
Holy Places find not territorial power over the Jaru.sa.lem area and its "Douulation . 

Jeruaelem Depends On Israel For Its Economic Survival 

If the plan of the Palestine Concl;Llation OOmroi68ioD 1s seen ir,om an eco
nomic viewpoint, -Hs total impra'!ticabillt7 i8 no les8 evident. Jerusalem's 
economy 1& not self-contained. The Holy Ci ty baa no developed industrie.s. Its 
main aources of incolDB in re'cent years we rB dertyed from its baYing been the 
a.&;.inistrattve c,JltE"r of Palestine. If Jerusalem 1& severed from the rest of 
the count17. 1t Is condeaned to slo .... but certsi.n economic deterioration . 

Jerusalem also depeuds on lSorael for its supplies. Agricultural produce 
comes to Jerusal em from the countr,yside. which will bt;" outside the suggested 
international ~one. Industrial prodJ.t:ts must come to Jerusalem either from the 
factories of Israel or imported through Israel. Even water must be brought to 
Jerusalem by pi:pes from lsr6el. If. e.s the Commission suggests. Jerusalem becomes 
an independent entity and the State of Israel is not allowed to have. any of its 
{rovemmental inst1 tutions there, a sizeable proporti on of the popula,tion of 
Jeruaalelll will rem~in wi,tb.out maoma and livelihood, and consequently, ~1l1 have 
to lI emigrate" from Jerusalem into Israel . 

From \/hatever aspect one analyzes the' Conciliation Oommission I s plan, onB 
i& bound to arrive at the conclusion that the ou.t~orae will be tantamount to a 
death 'Bentence fo:r the city of Jerusalem and its present inhabitants. 'lfuoever 
... ·ants to Gee the Holy Ci ty exist and develop in the futu.re mu*t·unconditionall-y 
reject. any plans for 1 ts intematlonaliZ(l.tion.. Jeru.ss lem and Israel are one end 
indivisible. The problem of the Holy Places and iree access to them can be best 
solved by international administ.ra.tion of the Holy Places proper. Such an admin1B
tratton could count on the full cooperation of the Israel1 Gov8Drument. whlch 
repeatedlY offeTed guarantees of free eccess to tbe shrines to members of all 
religions, 

9/l6/49 
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JEllI1SALBI - E'reBNlIL AlID HOLT CI<rY OF mE JEWISH PEOPLE 

From that day 80rtle three thousand years B«O 'fdlen David, the warrior king. 
captured a tlountain stronghold of the Jssubitss and :al nde it his capital , 
Jerusalem hes be'3Il at the very core of Je-dsh life and Je"lth histOry . To the 
Biblical chronicler of the reign·s of the kings of Judah and Israel, Jerusalem 
W88 the city \oIhlch God IIhad chosen out of all the trtbee of Israel . 1I To Isaiah , 
propheSYing: of the end of ds,7s, 1 t vas clesr that 1n that better time Ithe yord 
of the Lord" would "c03le fa rth from Jera.salem rt to all the peoples of the earth. 
For the exiles ot Judeh weeping by tbe rivers of :Babylon, the Dame and memory 
of tTeruealem su:zI.'lIed up all their agony 8:ld all their faith: "If I torget thee . 
o Jerusalem, let r!ly right hand forget her cunning. Let my tongue cleave to the 
roof of my mouthj if I prefer Dot JeruanlElli above my" chief joy .. " 

In the great literary monument of th~ F1rst Destruction, the Biblical book 
of "Lamentationll", Jeoru&elem has a unique lind centrel place. Bewailing the 
mi se17 and captlvi ty of the paoule of .Judah, " t eentattons l can never forget 
the speCific tragedy of the Ci ty of Jerusalem -- a c1 ty so dear to the \rr1 ter 
that he describes 1t in almost human te~, . !he ver,y {iTst sentence of the 
book is characteristic: NBow doth the city 81t solitar,y, tnat ~ag full of 
peopleJ hoy is Ihe becooe as a vidow! she that was great among the nations, 
and prtncess among the provi!l'Ces • • • n 

As Je:rusalem had sprung fiTst to the mind of the poet lnmenting its destruc
t10n , so did it spring first to tbe mind of the nrophet rejoicing over the 
r eturn from the first ox1-1e - "Break forth into joy, sing together ye waste 
places of Jeru!Jelpm: for the Lord. hath comforted his p80ple, He hath redeemed 
Jerusalem." It veSt indeed, concern for the .. eltare of Jerusa1en. almost equally' 
with concern for the mfare of the Jevim c>lmmunity in Judah. that moved 
Nehemiah - the gl"eat founding father of tbe Second Commonwealth - to leave 
the comfort and Prflstige 0'£ his nost in the Persian court of the fi.fth century 
before the com:non era. ar was in Shushan the palace. ~Jld Hanani, one of my 
br('tbren came. he end certain men of Judah, end I asked them concerning the 
Jews that had escaped, that ""ere left of the captivity, O!ld conceming JerusAlen.· 
When, in answer. he was told of the affliction of the Jewe and the burnt gates. 
and broken walls of Jerusalau. Nehemiah becaoe the arch-type of those other 
great leaders woo in the centuries after him were to leave the civilization 
into which they had become 8uc.C'eaRfully a~6i.llated and devote their ardor anQ 
thei r lives to the reb"dlding of Zion . To the Fersian King, asking him the 
cause of his sorro ... i"nl appeartID.ce, his ann-er "8D in epiC tems: "\toby should 
not my countenance be sad, wen the city, the place of ray father! I sepulchres, 
lieth ~aste. and the ga~es thereof are COD$UOee with tire?n It ~a8 to be under 
HeheoiahTs leadership that the city, its ""ntla and its Gates .... ere rebuilt . 

In the days of the Second Commonwealth, Jerusalem was the cherished center 
not only of the Jews in the Lond, but of thE' multitudes scattered in the dtaspom 
of EQ'pt end other nearby lands . 'llle Second Destruction of Jewish national. life 
at the hands of Bome in the year 70 18 mirrored in legend "end tradition largely 
in terms of Jerusalem; 80 vere the h0l)8s of reetoration hung up<:m Jerusalan. 
"Rabbi Joshua th.e 80n of Levi said; l'!be Holy One. blessed be He, said to lera,el: 
You have been the cause of the destruction of my Ho~!e end the exile of my 
children. Pray for the peace of Jerusall!'ll and then 11.111 I give 1011 peace. ' " 
And "Rabbi Jochanan said: l!lhe goly One ble888d be He has sworn: I vi11 not 
enter the Heavenly Jerusalem until I have come into the earthly Jerusalem. III 
And again ltHe who mourne over ~Teruen1em will yet see ita rejoicing. n And Inever 
will the Shekhlnoh. depart from the Wailing Wall." 
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It was not through sent1Jnent and 11 ternture alone that Jew8 expressed their 
bond wi th Jero.salem after the Destruction. Thoa .... ho bad not been exiled :om 
Judea broke into :f1err revolt in the ;year 132 -- lar&e17 because the Emperor 
Hadrian proclaimed plans for rebutldi1l8 Jerusalem as a Romon colony with 0 nev 
and resplendent temple dadicated to Jup! ter Capt tol1nus. From the countries of 
the Hear East Jews hastened to Palestine 111 their thousands to fight wiLl]. the 
Je'W8 in the Land under :Bar Kochba. During the three years that they held ou.t 
8ucc8ss!nllT 8€&lDBt the Boman legions, 8ignificantly, the phrase "Deliverance 
of Jerusalem" \fSS struck across the faces of the P.oman coins then in use. 

~e dream of physical reconquest of the Land and the Holy 01 ty died vi th 
Bar Kochbals defeat; the spiritual attachment went on . During the 1800 years 
of the second dispersion. the prayers. the cere.-uonies, the literature and the 
thinking of .revs throughout the world, revel-ted again and again with passionate 
and prime concern to Jerusalem. The «rand climax of the festival of liberation 
1s the sterk and absolute "Next Fear in JerusalE!!!l . " The preyer that lithe voice 
of bridegroom and of bride shal l soon be bE"ard in the str eets of Jerusalem" 1s 
intertwined ... Uh the per sonal rejoicIng of tho Jewish brt(:.e and groom thro~out 
the world.. 

Though atter the failure of the :Bar Koc:hba revolt . most of the Jews of Juda( 
were exterminated. JemB2.lem lald ~ast8 and Jevs forbidden to enter the new ci ty 
built on ita ruina , Jt'vs mac'le thair o,:ey to it inc8s-"lantly lith the Arab Conquest 
the old Bo:Dan ban dl~;.pnta"cd o!ld Je'ts renettled Je':"\!8..."\.lE'l. even being alloyed te 
bulld a synagol!"lle in the '\?a.yl e .noee.. Despl te t:18 blo~';"y Btrug.:;les between 
succeasive V.OB em dyt:.uHes. Je !"C.s81em I a Je1r.1.sb cO"Jall1nlty stubb<lrnly held its 
ground, reinfo4Ced "':r¥ iszrlgre,.;16n of' Jell,'s :rrom Ba'b,71on, the Are~ peninsula, Egypt 
Syria. In the course o!" ti:.e Cnu .. aders t almost com-ulete 8X\.8t:lination of Palestin 
Jewl7, the worst fete fell 1;0 the Jews of Jerusalem; they "ere burned alive 
inside their sYllago.:;tle . liut re8ettl~ment of ~ern.881em bp~a."1 8Ven during the 
Latin Kingdoc and ... ent on throutJl the centuries. reaching its highest pr~ 
modem. l)oint in the eixteer,th cmtury iI:lDl:igration of the 87pelled Jelals of Spain 
and Portugal. In the historic iI::taginatiOll of the Je\:'if!h 'Deople, of course. the 
symbolic tyPe of the medi evel l'ilgrim to Jerusalf!!D has been and remains the great 
figure of Judah Halev! , ~otlrneying to dangerous JelUsal.em in a tiny twel fth 
centur;y boat. leaving behind him in Spaln, home and aarden , family" and friends. 
epitomizing a central motive of Je'dsh histo17 in one line: "My heart is in the 
East but I r:m in the furthest \iest." sing1n~ me&nificent hymns to Jerusalem. 
I'falreat ot view. delight of the vorld. city of the grent king." dying - accord.. 
iog to tradition - at the Wail1Dg Wall. 

Pilgrim after pilgrim made hie VB1 to Jerusllle?l, and by the middl e of the 
nineteoenth century -- the threshold of our era -- eight thousaod of the approxi
mately 15 . 500 total population of Je:ruselem ",rere Je .... r-.. In 1837 v1.th Sir Moses 
Montefiore1a aid the first houses outside the walled Old 01 ty were built by Jews. 
and ever dnes, almost com'OletE'ly as the result ot Jewish effort. love end finan
cial investment, the New City has gro ... 'O to its present aiu end magnificence. itf 
Jewish population reaching almost 100,000. This was no simple aCCident . from 
the economic end geographical vie .. :point Jerusals baa almost no j-olSttf1cation 
for a large pO])ulation - it haa grow because, throughout the ages and particu
larly in the seventy years of modern Zionist resettlement , Je~s have cherished 
it~ looked upon it as their natural capitol, felt it -- in the reli~ous sense -
particularly "meritorious." particularly desirable, to live in it. 
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Three thou8E'nd years of Jewisb devotion to Jerusalem reached their climax 
in the incredible courage, self-sacrifice and endurance "illch enabled the Jews 
of Jerusalem to endure bunger, thirst. and botlbardment b;v- the Arab LeGion in 
the dre'!l.dful mO'l'lths of the modem siege of JE'ru~alem .. An ordinary c1 ty 00111d 
hardly h ave been held under such adverse circumstances. Savtn~ Je, -tsh JE'luselem 
meant to eve17 one of its besieged inhabitants seving the heart ot Jewish history 
and falth , the hear t of modern tarnal. That h eart, 80 saved , must not now be 
cu t a",B.Y. 

'If I f"orget thee, 0 Jerusaleo, let m)" rl.ght band forget her cunning • . • II 

9/16/49 
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PRESIDnlT l!AlU!1 S TR!WJ' 
THE ''lIITE HOUSE 
WASllINGTON DC 

DllAFT OF IIIIlE 

IN BEHALF OF CONGIlEGATION, __ ==:--___ OF ___ -r::=~----
- (name) (city) 

COMPRI SING A I.f»!BERSIlIP OF _-y---;:--r-___ i'm ILlES. lIND GATlIEIlED AT 
(nUlllber) 

THIS HIGH HOLIDAY PE..IUOD. SMIlED TO JEWRy TSllOUGHOUT THE WORLD. _ OUR 

AGE-OLD PllAY1!RS FILL OUR HEARrS AND MINDS WITH IMPERISll.AllLE LONGING FOR 

JERUs.rcr.m. THE CITY OF ZION, I HAV~ l!EEIr INSTRUOTED TO EliPRESS THE S'EELINGS 

OF DISFAVOR AND DISAGBEnlENT OF THE MElIEERS!1IP OF THIS COIIGIlEGATION WITH 

TIlE IlECOMMENDATIOlIS OF THE U.N, PALESTnm COI!CILIATION COMMISSION TO 

I!ITEI!IlATIONALlZE TIlE CITY OF .rSFDSAL<."'M. IN OUR VIEW THIS NEW PLAN TO 

PLACE ALL JERUSALEM tnmlR U.N. JURISDICTION IS UNJUS:I!, UNREALISTIC .AND 

IMPRACTIC.AlILE. THE COl/CERN OF THE CHRISTIAlI WORLD FOR THE SHRINES lIND 

HOLY PLACES IN JERUSALEl.\ IS EASILY UNDERSTANDABLE AND IS SHARED BY ALL 

JEWS. Bur ONLY TIlE HOLY PLACES -- AlID !IOT THE \'HOLE OF THE CITY -- SllOULD 

BE PLACED UNDER UNITED NATIONS SUPERVISION . MAY liE EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT 

JE..'!IJSALm WILL BE R],S~OREll AS TIlE ROCK AND HOPE OF ISRARL. MAY ~E IlESFECT-

FULLY URGE '!'HAT THE U. S. DRLEGATION TO THE UNITED NA!rIONS REJECT ANI FLAN 

WHICli ;;OULD SEVER THE NEW CITY OF JERUSALE!,\ FooM 'Jl!E STATE OF ISRAEL. 

SIGNED 

9/16/49 



TlIll PHESIIl!ll1T 
THE WlTE nOOSE 
WASHINGTON DO 

DRAFT OF WlruI 

DURING TUIS SACRED PLltICD OF JEWISH FF.STIVITY AND PRAnlR !lAY WE, ON 

BEHALF OF = CONGlCGKl'ICIi ___ ,-_ ._-- OF --,-,c-r---
(nace) (city) 

AND IU:fRESilll~'IliG A lCMllErulllP or _,-_~ __ FA1HLI3S, I!ESP~=Y 
(number) 

PETITION yOU TO T~ COGNIZANCE OF THE UNJUST AND ID711:::.u.ISTIC REC01!IeiDA-

TIONS 0FFl:R!ID BY iRE UlI PALEST.NE COnCILIATICN Cor.UlISSION TO niTEIL 

IiATIOHALlZE = SI:TII!" CITY OF .T!.:RUS.\.LIll . lr.l VI!:W TEES>: RECOIIMSIIIlATIONS 

AS A TRAGIC AND 1lll'!lI.CTIC.'lBIZ S~1iEIll! TO 5::l1TLE TIlE THOEllY PROBLLM OF THE 

FUTUllE OF TRE ROLY CITY. 'I'I!E NEW CITY OF JZlIUSALEI\ ~llICl! COMPRISES TBE 

!!I.JOR PORTION OF T1G CITY , IS 95 PZ!!CEl:T JEWISlI IN POPUl,.l,!ION. AllY PLAN 

TO DEPRIVE IS= OF TlG IGW CITY WOULD ROll TIlE JEWISH STATE OF ITS HEART 

AND SOUL. MAY W3 RESP: .cTFULLY POINT otlT 'IllAT 90 PERCRNT OF TI!ESE SACRED 

INSTITUTIONS LIE ''ITHIII THE WALLS OF THE OLD CITY NOW UNDER TJIE CO!lrllOL 

OF THE ARABS. TIlE ISRAELI GOVZJllil.aIT HAS ALRSADY GRUITED FREEIlOl! OF 

ACCESS TO ALL HOLY PLACZS WITHIN ITS JURISDICTION AND IS WILLING i~ ACCEPT 

U. Ii . SUPERVISION OVLR TEESE HOLY SHRIlIES. AS AMEllICAliS AND JEWS WE VOICE 

OUR CONCERN OVID! THIS MOST 18::= PLAN TO PUCE JERUSAL!l( UJillER ALI3lI 

JURISDICTION AND SEGREGATE THE CITY llUILT BY JEWISH TOIL AND SACRIFICE 

FROII THE STATE Ol' IS!!A.<:L. \IE RESP!:CTFULLY EXPRESS TILl: HOPE THAT THE U. S. 

D=ATION TO TI!E UNITED NATIONS WILL m:F1JSE TO ACCEPr JJiY PLAIl WHICH WOlJLD 

DEPRIVE ISWL OF TIlE NEW CITY IJF JERlJSALaI. 

SIG1i3D 

9/16/49 



PRESS l!EL2AS1!) 
from AliERICAlI ZIO!lIST COUNCIL 
342 Madison Avenue, New York 17, N, Y. 
IIUrr"¥ Hill 2-1160 

rOR IMmlDIATE mUSE 

LIPSKY SCORES U.N. PLANS FOR JERUSALDf FOR 

"TAKING THE HEARr OUT OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL" 

OALLS IIITEIlI!ATICIIALIIW!IOII PLAN 'lIORAL oUTRAGE" ]JIll 

'OFFENSE AGAINST HISTORY AND TBADITIQN' 

New York. Sept. 14 -- }.fr. Louis Lipsky. chairmen of the Am arican Zionist 

Council, declared today that the plan submitted b.r the U.N. Palestine Concili~ 

tiOD Commission for the internationalization of Jerusalem was nboth unjust and 

impracticable ll end that 1 t ,,!ould IIbe rejected by every Jew in every land"a 

Speaking at a press conference, Mr. Lipsky said that in the vie." of' the 

American Zionist movement, the "Proposed plan "would take the heart out of the 

St ate of Israel" and that it was "inconceivable that there should be n sovereign 

St ate of Israel without a Jewish Jerusalem". He pol~ted out that the Je .... s con

stituted 95~ of the population of the New City of Jerusalem Bnd that practically 

all of the Holy Places about 1aIhich Christians are concerned lie within the Old 

City now under Arab control. 

Mr. Lipsky further asserted that "as Americans and as Jews, we protest the 

placing of Jerusalem under alien jurisdiction and segregating the city built by 

Jevs froc the ne ... --bom State of Israel as a moral outrage and an offense against 

hi story and tradi tiOD." 

The full text of Mr. Ltpsky l9 st atement follows: 

(more) 
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nWlth regard to the proposal of the united Nations Palestine Conciliation 

Commission, I would point out that the State of Iarael will doubtless make its 

rep17 throUfP. lts delegation In the General Assembly of the United Bations. 

lIn the view of the American Zionist Council. hovever. speaking for all 

.Amerioan Zionists, the proposal would be rejected by ev8J7 Jew in eV817 land 89 

being both Wljust and impracticable. The propos&! wol11d take the heart out of 

the State of tsrael Elld place the HolY C1t,. under the political control of an 

international body. 'the New City of Jel'l1salem, kn Olr'D as Jewish Jerusalem, 1s 

9~ Jewish in population. end it is inconceivable that there should be a aoverel,p 

State of Israel without a Jewish JerusaJ.em. It the United Nations Is concemed 

for freedom of access to the shrines snd the holy institutions, we point out that 

9C~ of the Holy Places lIe within the yalle of the Old Ctty under the control of 

the Arabs, and that the Israeli Government bas already granted the freedom of 

access to all Jioly 11&C8S within its ju.rlsdlction, end i8 willing to accept 

United lle tioDs protection over these Hal". Places. 

"As Americans and a8 Je'l:1s, we protest the placing of Jerusalem under allen 

jurif\d1ction. and segregating the cltT built by Jewl f'rom the nerborn State of 

Israel aa a moral outrage end. an offense against hiBtory and tradi tion." 

#356 - 9/14/49 



;/PRESS RELEASE 
from AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. 

MU.....,. HIli 2· 1160 

Con"'",. n , Orgonizotlons 

Zionis! Or9Q~i:u>lio .. of Am.rico 
Hodouoh 
Mivo.:hi O , gonnotioll of Am.rio:.o 
lClbo. Zionist O'liollw:lI;on of Am.ri"o·P_I. Zion 
Zion;sh-Re-..;I;o .. ioh 01 Am •• ieo 
Hcnllom.r HanCl;. 
U",it.d Lobo. Zionist Party 

FOR mMEDIATE RELEASE 

LIPSKY ASXS FOR U. S. 'FAIR DEAL" FOR ISRAEL 

ZIONIST COUNCIL HEAD SAYS DISTURBING mORTS CANNOT BE DISMISSED 

VIm "EASY P!lRASES or DlPLOMA!!IO LAII1lUAG1" 

CALLS FOR END 0:1' 'JOO:RICAII SUPPOM' OF EFFORTS TO COllVEllT 

DEFEAT OF AIWl AGGIlESSIOli IIITO POLITIOAL VICTORY' 

New York. N. Y •• Septe:ober 14 -- )fr. Louis Lipsky. newly- elected chai.:rman 

of the A.'neriean Zionist Council. todaJr voiced the deep concern of American 

ZlGnists over the many disturbing reports that the United States Government 1s 

nnow pressing for a solution to certain aspects. of the problem of the Middle 

East wnich we are bound to regard as hostile to the basic interests of Israel.' 

He added that these reports cannot be dimnlS1Sed "with the eas7 phrases of 

diplO!1lattc language." 

~e Zionist leader ca.lled for a "I'alr ·Dealli atti tude by President Truman 

towards Israel. Specifically, he celled for "an end to American support of 

efforts to convert the defeat of Arab aggression into a pol1t1col victoI'1 at 

the expense of the people end the State of Israel." 

Mr. Lipsky also called for en end to all "overt or covert pressures" 

qn Israel to cede parte of its terrlto17 to Arab statee, and urged the United 

States not to sUpport any polic1 which ~ould call upon Israel "to absorb 

(more) 
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impossible numbers of Arab refugees .dlo fled Palestine at the behest of Arab 

WR.r leaders. II 

Requesting that assurances be giVIlm by our Government that "henceforth 

Israel will be pemitted to develop in peace end ser:urity," he called for activo 

American support for the InltletloD of direct negotiatlons between Israel ~d 

the Arab stetes, looki.ne toward final peace sottlements . 

The full text of Mr. Llpskr's statement follows: 

"1 have accepted ~e chairmanshlp of the American Zionist Council a8 en 

opportunitY' to aerve the Zionist cauae in a dlfficult time . It was the CouncIl , 

under the exciting chatrmanship of Dr. Abba Blll"l Silver, which led tn mobiliz

ing American public opinion in support ot the Zionht movement and helped to 

pave the Waf for the eBtabll~ent of the State at I srael . 

"There 11 An urgent need for continuing ~e work of the Oouncil with 

greater vigor and devotion than ever before . IBrael has a long way to go to, 

reach its goal of security end peace. Many of i.ts eusiee are still unreconciled 

to the new situation created b.r decisione of thQ United Nations. There are 

difficul t 481's ahead. The true friends of Israel will have to stand by 1 ts 

aide in the coming d..e¥e of trial and struggle. Jewa BIld Christians will be 

called upon t o unite in support of the heroic ef:'orts of the people of Israel 

to maintain their freedom end. at the s8l!l.e time. to provIde homes for the tens 

of thousands of Jews wo a.re findiD.& their liST bflck to the Jewiah land. 

"Grati tude to President Tru:D8D and the Americsn Congress has been 

expressed by the American Zionist Council on a number of occaslone for the 

part they have played In launching the Sta~e of Israel. Disturbing reports 

have come tram many sources , however, that the United States Government ie now 

presSing tor a solution to certain aspects of the problem of the Middle Eaat 

which we are bound to ~ard 8e hostile to the basic interests of I s rael. These 

report s cannot be d1 sm1esed, and our anxiety relieved, with the eaq phrases of 

diplomati c langllage. 
(more) 
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nThe Council 1s deeply In •• rested in knowing Wiether Pree1dent Trumants 

'Fair Deal' attitude is intended to inolude the State of Ierael. If 80, this 

calls for an end to AmeriCE:Il suppon ot efforts to convert the defeat of Arab 

aggression into a political vtctor,r At the ~en8e of the people and the State 

of Israel. It call! for an end to all OTert or covert pressures on Israel to 

ce.de parts or its terrltor,r to Arab etatee and to absorb impossible numbers ot 

Arab refugees wo fl ed Falestine at the beb.(lst of Arab war leader8. On the 

other hand, 1t calls for active J,nterican 8t1pport for the immediate initiation 

of direct negotiations between Israel and the Arab 8tates looking toward a 

final peace settlement. 

"It cannot be overlooked that every diecus3ion betveen Great Britain and 

the Un! ted States with r egard to Palestine has prodllced sche:aes to further 

Great Powe r interests at the expense of Israel . If, as most recent reports 

indicat e, the current discuesion~ beheen Great lIrltain and the United States 

are to include the reconsideration of strategic defense plans in the Middle 

Eas t, it is our daty as Americans and 8S Jews to a sk that assurances be given 

by our Government that h.enceforth Israel will be -nBrmitted to develop in peace 

and security in the t e rritory it has won by deci si on of the United Nati ons and 

by the blood of 1 ts he:-oic defenders. 11 

--30--
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.~ONIST e':;;;ENCY COUNCIL 

:Mii;0 )It;[OSIIl!; urh JURk 17. No Y. 

To 

MEMO RANDUM 

Cha1xmen of Local Emergency Commlttee& Augult 17. 1949 

The Praesidium 

To keep you intomed. we are eneloeing extracts from a number 
of recent ne ... spaper stories indicating that the enemiss of 
Israel in the State Department have again revived tbe scheme 
to lop ott a maJor portion of the Negev 1!'O11 llrae!. Thi' 
time their pretense is that a cOGIpI"O:ai8e .alution on Arab 
refugees can be reached onl7 aD the butl of .. 'territorial 
ad..Jultmeatl on the part of the Jewish State. !be 'terri
tortal a4Juatment l ...tucb. they .eek Ie the relinquishing to 
the Arab. of the southem portion ot the liege.,.. including 
Elatb. and Aqaba. '.rb.la achCllle II, of coune, Dot a new one. 
It hat been cropping up at intermittent interval, durlng the 
paat two years wenever the Brl. Usb :;'orelgn Off! cs tel t that 
the tlJae 'Wal ripe. On all oce.doDe American pu.bl1c opinion 
vas able to rise in wrath again.t thole lini.ter political 
lIach1na tioni and cause thrrlr eubw8q.uent 4deat. 

'file present picture at the .oment appear. crt tical; we !DUst 
be prepared tor en)" eventuality that mq threaten the _:nat
enee and future welfare of Israel. In the next £8'11 ~. ve 
m8,Y have to call upon you for concrete action . 

14 
enc • • 
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Excerpts from NEW YOn TIMES Augp.st 12 . 1949 

u. S. PREPARES PLAN FOR AlWl REroGEES 
Oomprozrii se Wculd Ask I srael to Accept 250,000 

and to Give tip Part of Negey 
Tel Aviv is Held Opposed 

Govenrument ~elleve8 It Has Jeopardized Its Political Life 
Already ld th 100.000 Offer 

:By Gene Currl van 

Tel Aviv, Ierael, August 11 - The United States, probably in collaboration 
with France and Turkey, ita fellow members on the United !lations Palestine Con
ciliation Commission. 16 preparing a compromise plan on the Arab refugees designed 
to bring peace to the Middle Eaat, 1 t was learned authorl tatively tonight. 

The proposal would call for the return of 250,000 Arabs to Israel and would 
also req.u1re Israel to relinq,uish the lower part of the BegeY, desert area in the 
south. The plan p08s1bly mq offer the Gaza strip, nov held b7 the Egyptians, as 
compensa tion for the Jege .... but this point bal not yet been wo1iced. out. 

In retum for these concessi ODS, the United States is -prepared to underwrite 
the cost for resettling the Arabs and to permit Israel to retain ~l other terrl
tor,y acquired after the United Nationl partition plan of November 29, 1947. and 
thereby lq the foundation for a lasting peace. 

There is every reason to believe that such a prop08al would be flatly deClined 
by the Israeli Government, which believes it already bas jeopardized its politiCal 
life by offering to take back 100,000 Arabs and Which, it is felt. under no circ~ 
stances would gl ve up one acre of the legIT. 

• • • 

Excerpts fro~ IIE'I YOM POST A""u.t 13. 1949 

BRITAIII BESUMES SALE 011 .AllMS TO AR.IBS: U. S. READY TO FOLLOW 

By John Rohenbers 

Lake Sucoess, August 12 -- Britain tod81 re sumed arms sales to the Arab 
nations that lost the var against I srael, with strong indications that the U. S. 
would follow soon. 

The resumption of almS shipments coinCides with a renewed drive to force 
Israel to give up a part of the Negev, Palestine's southern desert, so Britain1s 
Arab alUes would be linked by a land bridge. Reports from Lausanne say the UN 
Conc~tion Oommission vants Israel to yi eld some of the Neg~v. take back 250,000 
Arab refugees and take the Gaza area. now held by E€Ypt, in return. 

t srael i B bound to refuse despi te the heavy p ressure. 

\hile the U. S. end Brltain are pledged to a "moral embargo II on ams ship"" 
menta, in order to prevent an arms race between I s rael and the Arabs. there i8 no 
indicati on that the new British arms shipment will be in any limited quantity. 
Fighting planes, it vas pointed out. llrentt neC9BS8lY for "internal Arab security.' 

• • • 
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Editorial from NEW YOm: POST AueuBt 14. 1949 

IIW OJ'JEIISIV! AGAINST ISRAEL. Coce again hrael fac •• bad diplomattc n ..... . 
Lifting of the U. lle Middle East arms embargo mAT mean a fom of pro-Arab "neu
tral! ty" under \bleb. the western arsenals promote a new hab mill t a1'7 adventure; 
1 t occurs simul taneous17 with reports of nev Anglo-kDerl can pressure to force 
Israel to surrender a part of the legeT. 'Dle full consequences of these develoJ>-
.ents could be gruesome. 1hey could mean a revival ot the trs.gic poliC7. com
pounded of blunder and ignore.nc8, malice and miscalculation, that shada .. ·ed U. S. 
actions in 1948. Israel will surtive, as aome stateamen were amazed to learn 
last year. The crocial question tor us is whether ve will agaln risk our ow 
poUUcal and moral prestige by stumbling anew into on anti-Israel formation. 
Have we 1eamed nothing! Or arB the men wo falseq predicted in 1948 that 
lST8el could not endure atill tr.ying to ,elvege their reputations as prophets' 

• • • 

Excerpts lrom m .Auguat 15. 1949 

Lausanne, .August 1. - .. '!el AnT reports that the U. S. hal propoaed the 
surrender b7 I srael of the ..mole of the southern llegaY were categorically denied 
today b7 an Israeli delegation spokesman. Be said that at no time had the 
United States formal17 made this proposal . 

The LaUa811n8 talks. under the auspices 01 the ON ConC111ntion Commission, 
vere continuing. he 8aid, adding that considerable progress va8 made today in 
a meeting of the Jerusalem subcommittee. The Ieraeli delegation . he ... ent OD , 
was at!ll hopeful at a successful outcome ot discusaioos involving also the 
four Arab states of Egypt, TransJordan. Syria and Lebenon. 

Reverting to the reported American pl'Opoaal.s. he ~la1ned that throu&hout 
the Lausanne talke there had been many conversations. 'With Mark F. Ethridge, then 
with Raymond Bara and more recentlY vith Paul A.. Portor, during .. :bieb the question 
of territory ... a8 infamallT discuss.ed .. 

The Amerlcans had all along argtled, he recalled. tha t Israel must give tel'
rltorial compensation for keeping westem Galilee. 1!h87 had sounded out the 
Israeli delegation regarding regions Wbleh ml~t be given up bT the new state. 
Mr. Porter had inquired two weeks &&0 into the Iaraell atti tude to a. auggestion 
that the southern Negev might be surrendered by terael. 

He vaa at that time informed b7 the chid I s ra.eli delegate. Reuven Shilosb, 
that Israel would resist such a proposal to the utmost and if there was one issue 
'fdlich could turn Israeli public opinion against weatam orientation, it would be 
United States insistence that Israel must give up part of the Negev. 

After that the American1l dld not again raise this iasue in Lausanne. The 
Vie ... of both Commlaa1on members and the Iemelia in L8l1aanne i8 that Mr. Porter's 
miesion to Washington 18 priI!lari17 concerned wi th other matters, mainly Mr. 
Porter1a instructions. 

• • • 



-AtlE1nCAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

142 MADISON AVENUE. NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Ohairmen of Local JmergencT Committeel 
~.t e, 1949 

From 'the Praea1dium 

Repeated ne .... spaper stories regarding the plidLt ot the Arab 

refugees from. I arael g1 ve currenq' to & gross17 exaggerated number of 

these refugees. It 1& illportant that American publ1c opinion be edu-

cated to dilregard the fantastic claim. of 800,000, 900.000. and 

1.000.000 Arab refugee •• made bJ' pro-Arab circlea. 04 be acquainted 

vi th the true tacts of" the ei tuatton. 

It i. luggeeted. theretore, tha.t 70U mould try to have a letter 

to the editor published in the paper correetln« thl. illpreaalon. 'lhe 

attached three drafts may be used by you as B basis for the letter to 

be .... r1tten locally to the editor. '!here 1s no need. of couse. to 

reproduce either one of the •• drafts 11teral17. If you succeed in 

placing a letter on the su.bJeet in one or more of l"ou.r local nevspapera. 

kindly let U8 have a copy of the pubUshed letter .. 

KP 



.' 

Dear Sir: 

The recent stOry which appeared in your paper regardiD8 the future of 

Arab refugees from Israel again indicates the confusion existing in the 

public mind 'With reference to the numerical size of the problem. All kinds 

of figures have been mentioned. ranging all the way from 500.000 to 1.000.000. 

Since the total Arab populatiOl1 of the part of Palestine nov included in 

Israel amounted to 736.000, and since over 170.000 Arabs are now living in 

Israel. 1 t is manifeat that 560,000 represents the m8Jd.mum number possible 

of such refugees. .Arab 80urces and circles that seem to be uncritically 

friendly to the Arabs o'Perate ",.ith much larger figures. but 1t is difficult 

to Bee were those refugees come from. 1he International Red Cross estimates 

the DU!'Dber of refugees, for purposes of Un! ted Nations Relief. at about 

750,000. but 1t freely admits that this figure includes a large part of the 

resident population of the Arab 'Parts of Palestine wo never fled ~ere 

from anyone, as well as many Bedouins Woo actually moved to the areas ",nere 

refugees are congregated in order to share in the relief being distributed 

there. 
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SUGGESTED LETTER 

Dear Sir: 

Your recent story about Arab refugees from Israel, althouDl it focuses 

attention on a very i mportant human problem, errs seriously in its statistics. 

The number of •••• given in your stor.f, as well &s the other estimates 

'a!hlch have recently appeared in the prese and \Ib\ch go all the W8:1' from 

750,000 to 1 1000,000. represents BlL arithmetical ispossibll1ty. The former 

llri tialt administration in Pal.etine lIhich liked to OIIIphaslls the Arab 

character of the countt7 and therefore was -prone to over-estimate the number 

of Arabs Hving there, put the Arab population of the part of the countI7 

now under Israeli control at 736,000. About 170,000 Arabs are now living in 

Ierael. Even on the baa1e of the exaggerated :Bri tish statistics, the number 

of Arab refugees from Israel cannot therefore posslb17 exceed 566.000. The 

above remalk 1s not made with a view to miItlmiz1ng the issue. These 566.000 

persons are as much ent1 tIed to permanent h omos and decent condi tiona of 

life as all other human beings. Nothing 1s to be gained, however, bf 

exaggerating the! r number. . .' 



SUGGESTED LETTER 

Dear Sirt 

libl1e it 1s universally" admitted that the Amb refugee problEID 1. a grave 
and omlnou.s one. there 1s bo unan.lml ty at all on the question of how many bona 
fide Palestine Arab re1'u8ees there are tdlo noy languish in the Arab countries o'f 
the Middle East - victims of the recent Arab-Israell hostilities. Obviously, 
1. t vould be a difficult and :painstaking tna.\c to condnct a population census to 
determine the exact n\lllber of Arab emigres, but it ml~t be worth the effort if 
it would dispel. once end forever, the connlcting estimates on this issue put 
out b7 persons and parties allegedly 1n the "lmow'. 

The figures vary ,,11th the times. Little over a year eGO. the popular esti
mate was that a quarter million Pales.tine Ara'bs had been rendered homeless by 
the war in the Holy Lend. With each new month the figure advanced by many maJl7 
thousands; by the early part of this year. the figure had snowballed to close to 
the million mark. Thereafter t he estimate dwindled to 750.000 and has generally 
remained at this 18'1'e1 deap1 te the T&ci l ladon8 of partisan groups and their 
atatl'8tioians. 

Yet. even this figure -- li!hlch has becoae the popularl7-quoted one - - Is not 
vithout 1ts detractors. The Israel! GoT81U111ent. for one. haa steadi17 maintained. 
that the number 01 Arab refugees never exceeded 550.000. Tb.i. figure, it 8lain
te.1ns. has been decreued aliGltl,. in recent Month. due to the de-vious but ateaq 
intil tratlon of Arabs into the borders ot Israel. and due alao to the n8v17-
adopted Israeli poliCT of allowing those refU«8e Arab. who haTe relaU ves in 
Israel to be readmitted there. The estimate now offered by Israeli sources is 
520,000. 

figure 
'there appears to be one accepted e:tplanat1on di,. the Arab ref\l&eejcor..tinu8B 

to be pegged at ita present .1nnnted number. The reason is bound up with the 
answer to the question -- when is a refugee not a refugeet It has come to light 
that a graat maD7 of the distraught and destitute Arab 'refugees tl were - and 
are ~.- distraught and destitute without ever having budged a single inch from 
the dlelter of their four walls during the Palestine hostilities of last year. 

In a dispatch b7 Albion Ross. New York TimeR correspondent in Beirut. 
Lebanon dated M8Y" 14th. that rapo rter noted: 

tiThe International Red Cross, which is reponsible tor the feeding 
an~ care of refugees 1n Palestine. i8 urging United Nations Pale~ 
tine reliet headquarters here to recognize a large part of the 
resident population in parte of Palestine held by the Arab Legion 
aa resident refl1gee8. The reason, according to Intemational Red 
Cross representatives here, is Cloat a great part of the resident 
populati\)n of the Hebron. Jerusalem and Nablus areas, making up 
Arab-held East Palestine, has become completelY destitute • • • • 

"Red OroBl workers have said that it was becoming increasingly 
difficult to differentiate, as tar 8a destitution waa concerned . 
betveen the refugees and the residents, as the Arab-occupied areas 
do not produce sufficient food or salable good. to nourish more 
than a small percentage of the resident population." 

Thi8 'WOuld indicate, according to the best and moat impartial source &yail
able (for the IntemaUmal Red Cross has been imma.culatelY unpolitical in its 
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handling of the Middle last refugee questioft), that the 750,000 figure 1s en 
aJl-bclu.!ltve onel th!>t it CO'llllts withib its roate.r bona fide Arab refugees 
\>!ho qui t their homes because of the War. the Arab poor and destitute of Ara}).. 
beld East Palestine whose position worsened when the flow of foodstuffs was 
choked otf, Arab Bedouins who mO'9'8 with the seasons _ and with the dole. etc. 

In all references to the tr&£1c Arab ref~e problao, one cardinal point 
must be kspt in mind at all times. Arab refugeellm 18 a direot cons-equence of 
the war launched by the A:rab State. against the J8W8 of Israel. It will be 
recalled that it was not Israel which began the warfare; 1 t vas the invasions 
by six of its neighbors which forced the Jewish State into a war thg,t it never 
SO\l~t. Ivan 'oIdlen the h01J~111tie8 reached their most intense pitch. the Israeli 
author! ties SOllght to induee the Arabs in the contested areas to remain 1n their 
homes. offering them guarantees for their protection end s8oo1'1 t;y. 

There Is the well-known case of the wholesale flisnt of the Arabs from Haifa. 
Il'he Ieraelh had made repeated. requesta to the Arab. to remain In Haifa. For a 
time. at least., it appeared that thq would. !ben the Arab Higher Committee made 
aft ennouncemen t OV8r the al r urging all Arabs to qu1 t Halfa. The reason g1 ven wal 
that upon the final vlthdraval. of tbe Br1tlsh. the combined anDies of the Arab 
etat.ea would invade Palestine and 41'1'9'8 the Jews into the eea. It was clearly 
intimated that thoe. Arab. 1iho _al.nell. 1m Balfa ..,d accepted Jev1eh protection 
would be regarded as renegadese 

This factor cannot be glossed. over supsrflelal17 when the problem of Arab 
refugees, in 1 ts larger picture, is being weighed b7 the legislators of inte:ro
national Just1 c •• 

SlncerelT yours, 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCil 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 

To. 

MEM O RAN D UM 

Chaimen of Local l!mergency Co_l thee August e, 1949 

The Praesidium 

The Jewish Agency for Palestine. lthich is E>ponsorine; a dally broadcast trom 
Israel ("Report from Israel") over Station 'RliCA in Uew York C1 ty, has informed 
the Counoil that recordings of thl. program are nov available to affiliated 
bodles of this organization for broadcalt1ng purposes throu.ghout the country. 
These recordings Yill De available at a. "lery nominal cost. 

"Report from lend", conducted by the well-know American commantator 
Arthur Holtzmann in Tel Aviv. is an oJroth~Bpot progr6lll which features 
int~rv1ews with Israeli personalities. Government spokesmen. distinguished 
visitors to Israel, etc. It also gives comprehensive coverage to Israeli 
news end Is replete vith feature material of intere.t to Jew and Christian 
alike . 

Mr. Holtzmann's commentary runs approximately eight minutes in length. It 
would not be difficult to build up a full fifteen-minute broadcast around 
the Holtmann recording. This can be done by including Israeli music in the 
prognm, brief talks by local Zionist or Christian leaders, the injection of 
commercials, etc. Commercials should be of a publio-spirited natu.re. such as , 
appeals in behalf" of the UJA, the we, the Jl!F, etc. 

The Jewish Agency will make each "Report from Israel It broadcast available at 
Sa.OO per recording. Thus, a onc&--per week broadcast will cost $8.00; a 
twice-per week program will cost $16 . 00, etc. In most cases. it should not 
be too difficult to secure r&dio time gratis from local stations on a public 
service basis. In the event you may require a 88lilple recording to present to 
your local ~tatlon, this office will be happy to comply vith your request . 

We urf.e you to take advantage of this opportunity. At en almost n.egligible 
sum it 1s now possible to acqUire a regu.lar weekly (twice-weekly or more 
trequently scheduled) radio program ldlicb has already proved of inestimable 
value to the pllblic relations work of the Zionist movement. 

Please let us know wether 8D7 local station 1s interested b. the project and 
how many recordings per week you vill require. 

lIDK'SR 



342 MADISON A.VENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen ot Local Emergency Comm1 tteea 0... JIm. 10, 1949 

Abe Tuvim 

You have undoubtedly noticed recent press ~ispatches from 
Washington and Lausanne inilicating a serious deterioration in the 
attitude of ~he Department of State toward Isreal. The attached 
copies of 8 few rec~~t nons dispatches will give you the highlights 
of the story. In aMi tio!l, I attach a. memorandum settlM' out the 
background of the present crisis and the steps which will presumably 
have to be taken in order to bring about an improvement. 

Your urcent attention is invited to this memorandum. It is 
imperative that you nrrange for an immediate discussion of the sit""", 
tlon in the light of the me::clOrand:tlm. ttith the editors of your local 
newspapers, ' with a view to stimulating favorable editorials along 
these lines", I would appreciate your sending us copies. of any 
ed1 tor1als "hich may result from this a.ction. 

Please stand by for .such further action as we m81 find it 
necessary to rpquest yO"1l to UI1dertake. 

.A!r IAIll1. 
Ene 

Regards" 



Recent developments in Washin,gton and Lausanne indicate that te!lde!lcies 
hostile to I srael have on\!e Jll()re gained the upper hand in the Department of 
state. With the attention of President Truman largely concentrated on legis
lative issues and with Secretary of State Acheson out of the country, i~ seems 
that these hostile tendencies are 8!ljopng for the moment a fairly f ree hand 
in determining the policy of the United States Government toward Israel. 

Anti-Israel and pro-Arab sentiments. as we kn9w from experience, are too 
widely spread in the Department to be placed at the door of 8.'l)" particular 
official or group of offiCials within the Department. They rather pemeate the 
entire oper~t1ng staff of the Department' 8 Uiddle Eastern divisions •. 1he!lever 
strict supervision by the White House is re1a."ted, these sentiments assert th~ 
selves anew. At the present Juncture this seems again to be the case. 

T~e following are the major elements of the present disquieting situation: 

1. The principal trend now apparent in the Department of State is the 
revival of the hope of a group of DepartJ,ent of State officials that it will be 
possible to r eturn to something akin to the abortive "liernadotte Plan" advanced 
last sumtler 8!ld rejected by the U. U. J.ssClD.bly. The Egyptian Government being 
clearly unwilling to aSBU1lle the burden of administering Gaza end tak1I:lg care of 
the Arab refugeee located there, it is the hope of the State Department officials 
and of their colleagues in the British Foreign Office that FQpt might be per
suaded to cede that area to Transjordan or permit its use as a base by Britain. 
This, in turn, would be followed by a dmend for. the cession by Israel of a con
siderable part of the llegev to Tranajordan, ISO as to insure an uninterrupted 
connection from Transjordan to the J.fed1terranean. !Ihis projected expansion of 
TransJordan at the expense of Israel C8!l only be understood in the l1.ght of the 
treaty between Great Britain and Transjordan under which the latter COll!l.try 
serves ~s a military base for the British FlDplre. Once more territorial arrange
ment. in the Holy Land are to be Juggled to fit military and strategiC consid&
rations. 

llor are the milJtery considerations the only ones that matter . It is no 
secret any longer that the liegev contains considerable m~neral resources includ
ing , in all probability, oil deposits. Agoin, the hopes of a people are to be 
sacrificed to the self-seekine purposea of the oil lobby. 

To Justify this maneuver, representatIves of the State Department resort, 
of course, to argumen.t~ allegedly based on high principle. They refer to a stat&
ment made by Dr. Jessup in the United Uations las~ yetU' according to which, if 
Israel l1a!lted additional territory beyond that awarded by the partition resolution, 
it should receive it on the basis of compensation. lio rcf"erence is made to the 
fact that since then t~e creation of an independent Arab State in part of Pales
hne contemplated originally in the partition resolution bas been tacitly aban
doned by all concerned. The Arab part of Palestine is not to become self- governing, 
but is to be incorporated into one or several of the neighboring Arab States. 
And it is those Arab States, which have no right to the annexation of Palestinian 
territory, that are to be IIcompensated" by Ierael. The unsuccessful aggressors 
are to be compensated with the territory Vlbich they failed to conquer and which 
has never been awarded tp them. 
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It should be pointed out that the Jessup formula W89 rej ected by the 
General Asaembly in Paris, which ordered completely unprejudiced negotia
tions, without giviD& 3IlY ruling in favor of the thesis that the lnvadin& 
states might become larger than previously while Israel must give up terri
tory which it legally holds under the 8l'IIlistice treaties. Under the a.IT,lis
tice agreements between Israel and her neighbors, the territorial positions 
set out in these agreements cannot be ch.e!:Jged except by "mutuel eonsent.n 

Thus the JesSl.-qJ formula, rejected by the General Asse!:lbq, 1s also in COD

fl.ict with the armistice agreet:lelts, under ~h1ch Isreel has no less right 
in vestem Galilee than Transjordan in Central Palestine. unless the United 
states. would order Transjordan to m thdran from Centr3l. Palestine or surrender 
its territory else~here, its pressure on Israel is evidently one-sided and 
biased. There is a1rea~ evidence that the reiteration of this arbitrary 
end non-legal formula has alreaq encouraged the Arabs to put forward demands 
they did.not make before. 

2. A particularl¥ blatant o:rample of the tactic. adopted in this cen
nection has to do ",1 th the so-called IGaza Pla.'l." ~okesmen for the Egyptian. 
Government, U!lwillln& to be burdened with the large mass of .Arab refugees • 
(over 200 , 000) concentrated in the U!J7 area. of Gaza (about 15:> square Elies 
of territo17 at the southern end. of the llediterranean coast of Palestine) and 
not interested in the acquisition of the small strip of outlying territory, 
unofficially suggested some time ago to the Israeli representatives that an 
important parti al solution of the. refugee questic:n could be found if Israel 
were to take over both that narrow strip of territory end all the refugees 
who are there at the present tine. The E'Q'pUan spokeSlnen explained. that 
out of consideration for public opinion a~ home, it would be impossible for 
the Egyptian Governcent '0 take the formal ~nitiative ill any such proposal 
a:td suc;gested that this be done by Inruel. After receiving encouragec8!lt from 
members of t he American delegation at the U. ll. Conciliation Commission, the 
It/reeli Government agreed to assume the initiative in proposing this solution. 
After this vas done , the Department of State in Washington and the American 
representatives at LauS8J1!le suddenl1 cha.n&ed their tune, alleging that this 
wae a Je.,nsh move designed further to increase the territory of Is+ae~. 

3. These tendencies have been in evidence ever since the U. Ii. Concilia
tion CoID.I:tission eQbarked upon its ror!':. .leti'll« on instructions from the De
partment of state ond under the 1n!luC!lce of Department of state of'ficials 
accompanying him, the recently resigned .AI:Ierlc:m member of the U. ll. Concilia
tion ComissioD , J.1r. Mark Ethridge, did not nttecpt to b:-ing Arabs and Jews 
together. The example Bet by Dr. Bslph Bunche in the course of the arm18t~ce 
negotiations of encouraging separate contacts between 13rael and each of the 
..A1"ab states , an example which was so canifestly fr-..rltful. nas not followed. 
On the contrary, the C01).cl1iation Comoission has encouraged the Arab delega:-
tions in Lausanne to meet as a group , thus he lping to create a. concerted Arab 
front opposed to Israel. Through the use of these methods , the Conciliation 
Commission has in fact served to harden the position of the Arab States 
vis-a-vis Israel to the point uhere the Arab states have becoJ:!l.8 fer less con
.ciliatory naw than they were two months ego. As a result of the activities 
of the Concqiation Commission, the prospects for peace and harmony in the 
rela.tions between Isra.el and its neighbors, far from improviD€, have seriously 
deteriorated. 



- 3-

It should be emphasized that this attitude i8 Dot ascribed to the 
personal initiative or ill vill of Mr. Ethridge but to the instructions 'Which 
he received from the Department of State and the influences exercised upon 
developments In Lausanne by officials o~ the State Department present In 
Lausanne. As a matter of fact, while Mr. Ethridge was still fully active 
as a member of the Cone1liation CO~.81ont these tendencies were held in 
cheek: by him to a certain extent. 

4. So strong Is the desire of the group of State Department officials 
to proceed with their designs and to take revenge for th~ past failures of 
their Paleatin& pOlicy. tils'C, in t~~ proceos. thcy are even willing to e&cri
f , ce the interests of the Arab refugees by whose plight they are apparentl,. 
sO moved. It I. natural that the first declsive step in the direction of the 
rehabilitation and resettlement of the Arab refugees i. the establishment ot 
definitive peace between Israel and her Arab neighbors. The adoption of the 
"Gaz& Plan," to .tlich both interested parties. Eg,y:ot and Israel. were unofti
cially committed, would have taken care of well over 200 ,000 of the Arab 
refugees. Spokesmen for the Israeli delegation in Lausanne have alreac\Y indi
cated their readinees, once peace i .. established, to permit many more Arab 
refugees to return to Israel, there to be reunited with mnbere ot their 
families. ~us, nearly on&o-half of the Arab refU8ees would have been able to 
resettle in Israel. As to the other half, considerable opportunities are 
knOl/tl to exist for their resettlement in the under-developed and under
populated areas wi thin the boundaries of the Arab State.. But rather than 
encou_rage the reeetablhhment of peace on this bads, and rather then proceed 
with deS"patch to such a settlement of the Arab refugee question, the group 
nov in control of State Depa:rtment policT in the Klddle East prefers to keep 
the tension alive. even thou~ this Ileans that the refugees continue to suffer. 
A diplomatic victory over Israel 1n the interest of the 011 companies and of 
self-seeking imperial designs on the part of Great Britain seem to be more 
important to them then peace and hw:um welfare. 

5. Here again, an effort 18 made to hide nefarious designs behind the 
appearance of principle. It is ele:nenta17 that a mals return of Arab refugees 
to I srael, at a time when the Arab States are aoen17 threatening the res~ 
tion of the war, would mean the introduction of a powerful fifth column 1n 
the new State. It is eQ.ually elementary that a mass return of these refugees 
to Israel would place on her moulders the sole burden for rehabilitating 
the refugees, whose tll1gbt was primarily due to the war of aggression under 
taken by the Arab governments. And yet. 8ubl1mely disregarding theBe facts. 
the State Department seeks to press Israel into an agreement to the woleaale 
resettlement of the Arab refugees in Ierael, 'While ignoring offers alreadf 
made bY' Israel involving a partial settlement of the refugee problem. 

!he officials concerned must know that this position ie utterly un
reaaonable and that no State that wishes to survive could agree to it. In 
the circumstances, it 18 impossible to consider their stand as anything other 
than an attempt to 'Place Israel in the Wl'QDg before American and world opinion, 
by formulating a demand whiCh Israel cannot possibly accept. 

6. Once more, the ai tuation aeems to cell for that kind of drastic 
intervention by the President of the United State8 to \1hich he had repeatedly 
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t o resort in the past in dealing with the group of rocalcitra.'lt and oplnio~ 
ated bureaucrats who have CODe to regard American poliq in the Uiddle East 
ao their O~ domain. There 1s serious ~~er that, it left any longer to 
their 0\121 devices, those officials will succeed in perverting the thoughts 
of Secretary of State .Acheson 8!ld Under-Secretary of State tTebb to their own 
narrow and biased W'IJ¥ of thi.nk1Dg. Before that happens, and before these 
eminent public servrots have suCC'W:Ibed to these i!'lfluences. dotena..ined action 
should be taken to prevent the small eroup of willful men in the Department 
of State from dr~iIl8 the un! ted. States government once more do'fl!l the path 
of iniquity. Steps should be taken to usc .Moriean influence to further 
peace and harmony between Israel and her ne1~hbor8 on th~ basia of existing 
realIties, rather than permit a blRsed group of officials to foment once more 
irredentist designs on the part of extreme Arab elements . The signal success 
which wns characteristic of Dr . Bunchels efforts in this respect duri!l& the 
compara~ively short period of time when he was not h~eted by state Depart
me~t. instructiona, points the ~ toward a satisfactory solution of this 
prcolem.. 

7. The question of the Arab refugees. ao pathetic because of the human 
misery involved. 80 important because of the element of international tension 
which 1 t represents, and potentially 80 costly to the ..4merican ts.....:payer if 
permitted to remain unsolved, .,lfld be partly adVa!lced toward a solution if' 
the Gove%'!lment of the united States would acain become a factor in encour~ 
ing peace betwes Arabs and Jews. At the .ema t1.!:la, a t:reat deal wou.ld be 
achieved if parallel. action .er. tak .. i""ed1ately 1>1 the Gov""",ent of the 
United States '0 show that it ia ssriously cO!lcerned over the plight of the 
Arab refugees and is l'I'illlng to cooperate iD. their resettlement. This could 
be clearly mnnifested if the Predda!Lt of 1ibe United States were to call on 
a group of public- spirited citic8l18 and. e:opert. to .tu~ and report on the 
best "a::! to effectuate such a r08ettl.~nt. one of the most highly respected 
citize."l8 of the united states , fomer President Herbert Hoover , has already 
indicated his interest in this question. Yr . Hoover , to wllom President 
Trur:.an heaturned a few times in recent years for advice on important matters 
of public po~icy and who has acquitted himself of thocB tasks with uuch cre-
dit and distinction, would be an admirable choice to head a study commission 
of th1B kind. 

• • • • • 
JUn. 10, 1949 



EXCERPlS FROM PRESS DISl'ATCI!ES AND IUDIO REPORr 

OVERSEAS NEIlS AGENCY 

Washington. June 6--lndicationa are growing that the State Department 
Near East Division, which bas been staffed with coneistent pro-Arab adher
ents, 1s slowly regaining the initiative in formulating united States poliey 
toward the Israeli-Arab conflict. This 1s a repetition of past performances 
in which only direct aotton 07 the Chief Executive has aerved to keep the 
United States on the side of the Jewish struggle to set up a state. 

Unless White House intervention 18 forthcoming again, it 1s considered 
likely in informed quart£ra bere that Unlted States influence will attempt 
to bring about a solution to the Israeli-Arab peace talks which will be 
unfavorable to tho Israeli point at view . 

A sudden reversal of official United State. policy vas noted yesterday 
in an ONA dis?at~h fro~ Laaaanne where the United Nations Conciliation Com
mia=ion is Eltt!ug. The report indicated that the United States delegation 
on the tlu-e(:-netion com.'Il1saion had received new directives to abandon 
support for the so-cnlled Ge.za Plan, under whicll the Israelis :fou.ld be 
ceded a small c:.o.l\stal strip in return for admitting to the Jewiah State 
230,000 Arab refllgeel in the area. 

A state Depa.rt::aent spokesman in W,....8hington confinned to ONA toda.,y that 
the United States was nat accepting the Gaza Plp~ but insiated that this 
represented no change in policy. United Statel policy . he said, has always 
been that if Israel wanted any additional territory beyond that awarded by 
the General Assembly resolution of Nov. 29 it should be on the basis of 
compensation. 

Nevertheless, a chenge in policy interpretation over this point 1s 
evident. Up until the last fsv days, United States negotiators have con
sidered as compensation the admission by Israel of the 230,000 Arab refu
gees. Now the State Department interpretation of policy apparently is that 
compensntion must be in territory • 

.. . . . 
JEWISH TELEGRAi'HIC AGENCY 

U.S. Would Oppose PlanS for Increasing Israel's TerritorY. State Dept . SAY! 

Washin&ton, June 6--A State Department spokesman today confirmed that 
the U.S. Gover~ent does not favor the "Gaza Plan" allegedly submitted by 
the Israel! delegation to the United Nations Conciliation Commi8sion at 
Lausanne. He emphasized that this does not represent any change in tte 
policy of the American Government with regard to the Palestine problem. 

The U.S. policy, he said, has always been that if Israel wanted addi
tional territory beyond that awarded by the U.N. General Assembly partition 
resolution, it should reoeive it on the basis of co~ensation. The "Gaza 
Plan" allegedly suggests the transfer of the Zgyptian-held Gaza coastal 
strip to Israel along with its populat ion of Arab resIdents and refugees. 
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Jewish Telegraphic Agency (continued) 

At a State D8partJ:_~ p=." ocJli'tlrence todq comment vas refused on 
whether the U.S . Government sent a note to Iarael in the past few days re
questing that the Jewiah state accept a reported 800,000 Arab refugees who 
tled Paleatine during the Arab-Isra.eli t1&hting. A report that such a note 
WaS lent during the week-end appe.a..red in the liew York preaa" Hoyever, the 
Iaraeli Government Y8sterda7 denied baving received "any such request . 
Israeli officials bere tod.aT arphaa1zed that to their knowledge no such 
note had been recelved at the Israell EmbaslY" 

Indications here point to t he fact that unlela President Truman inter
venes again, prO-Arab officials in t ae Stat. Department will attempt to 
bring about a solution of the Arab-Israeli peace talks at Lausanne unfav
orable to the Iaraeli CBUse. I t 1s noted that thelepro-Arab official a in 
the Near Eastern divis ion ot the State Depar~ent are Ilowly regaining the 
initiative in formulating U. S. policy in relation to the Arab- Israeli 
conflict. 

• ••• 

OVERSE1S NEWS AG~CY 

Tel Aviv, Israel. June 7--Dr. Walter Xytan left tor Lausanne. Switzer 
land, today, taking with h.1m 'f'ariOUI alt.mati ... e propoeals designed to break 
the deadlock in negotiations between llrael and four Arab c~tries, it vas 
learned here today. 

Iaraeli relations with the Arab ne~hbore, Syria, the Lebanon. Egypt 
and Tranejordan, have reached a ser ioul 1mpe.lse. In addition to the Lausanne 
deadlock , the Israeli-Syrian armistice 4ilcu&sions which broke down weeks ago 
have not been resWlled. Negotiations of the hraeli-~ransJordanian mixed 
armiatioe commission are also seriously bogged down. 

Thia series of enervat ing deadlockl is holding up the turning of Israel'a 
full energiee to the enormous domestic problema involved 1n tmm1gration, 
ab80rption ot nevcometa and reconwtructlon. Dr. Eyten, Director General of 
the Israeli Foreign Itfnlstry and head ot Israel', de l egation to the Lausanne 
ta~, who returned here from SWitzerland five daya ago for consultations. 
will attempt to break through the ~ora.s. according to a report from authori
tative • Duree •. 

The concern expressed here unoff'icially over the Arab attitude centers 
on the belief that the State Department policy-3akerl are reverting to the 
old practice of accepting the British lead iD 1I1d41e Eastern affairs. As 
a N!sult, the late Oount Folke Bernadotte's plan for the partition of the 
Negev area i8 being revived in Lausanne, with re ... itions, and the whole idea 
il laid to have Secretary of State Dean G. Achelonll tacit approval. 

The ascendancy of State Depart~ent thinking over the policies of the 
United Nationa Palestine Conciliation C0m21slion coincidel with the decline 
in personal influence of the United statea menber t ltark Ethridge, who has 
retigued and 1s to be 8ucceeded at the end ot this week b,y Raymond Hare, 
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Overseas News Agency (continued) 

Deputy Director of the Office of Near Eastern and African Affairs of the 
State Department. 

The resurrected Negev proposal would oa11 on Great Britain to act as 
mediator and "dividertl of the area between Egypt and Transjordan. 

The over-all impression here is that the Arab states,with the silent 
approval of the British Foreign Office and the State Department, intend to 
9tall the negotiations and de1a7 final sottlement on the basis of the Arab 
refugee question. This strategy 1s aimed toward throwing the whole Palestine 
problem back to the U.N. General Assembly at its session next September. by 
which time it is hoped Catholic pressure over tl:e Jerusalem issue will have 
developed serious enough proportions to set beck Israel. 

* " " " 

WORLD NEWS ROUNDUP (RADIO BEPORr) June 9. 8:00 A.M • • CBS lTetwork 

David S. Schonbrun from Paris--The aecond story I've got this morning 
is about American poltcy on Israel. Again on good sources, that I cannot 
name, it can be stated that our Secretary of State Deen Acheson has beld 
secret talks on Palestine thh week in Paris with Britain IS Ernest Bevin. 
A new co-ordinated Anglo-American policy on Israel 1s being worked out. and 
my informants tell me that there has beeD a sudden SWitch in American policy 
on Israel in the last two weeks. 

One piece of evidence: Our State Department representative, t~k Eth
ridge, privately told the Israelis to propose a compromise offer on the 
Arab refugee question. When the Israelis did so, they were surprised to 
find that the American representative who had suggested it sat silent. 

The big question now is what is happening to Am,erican policy on Pal
estine? Are we about to witness an important shift? And another question 
heard in Paris this morning: Eave the British and Egyptians a secret agree
ment to garrison British troops in Gaza? 

" ... 
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ISRAEL ASSAlU) u, S.I~~~.:"" !'.:'-!.::... ... w_ ......... --
'l'he ~an -.tel that the --

OM ARAB RE-ENTRY =eI!. ~~ -=:: tb! Tel '9i9 Offen .... 
Conc:lti,Uon O'wnmj d c:all.:1 for .,. (J. L. sm 

Spokuman Attacka Reported 
Pf ... ur, to R.·admit Som, 
Who Fled Durine Filhting 

" eompleUly unprejudiced boWId- ....... 1'a __ ..... ~ 
ary DeCoHaUou," and _Ph.UlACI PARIS, June • - ,.,.. braell 
that ''lbe UI.tinr tenilorial poel_ Government hu Pi' c, , that tbe 
tlon under the annlatl~ aC1'"- pre-wax- frontlettl at lb_ DortbIns 
ment can be &ltered. only by -COo &tid .outhern utrema of Ow! t..
tlaUons with th, At'ab .tatH Iud- mer nu.ndatecI territory of PaM
in&' to puce qTeenltnU." tine lIbould be ace.ptecl. ... Ua pu-

"It would be 'Cairut Ult~ buie rnaZ'lIml bord'r'I betWMtI th. b_ 
By '1'IIOMA.8 J. HAMlll1'ON principle of tbe Dec.. 1.1 ruolutlOll .tat. _ or brul and Le.'b&ncn ud 

s:..iIII to 'faa :l_ nail T...... and inimical to the p~ts of Egypt respecUvely. 
LAKJ: SUCCJ:SS, June ,,_ A ton larly I.JTftmt.nl tor any out- Thl, proposiUon, It wu lutned 

.poJtamu for the .lIruU deJlp- . Ide iDtIuence or preuun to be tonicbt, b .. bMn .ubmltted to the 
I:IOn to the Uolted . NalioN today exvted in tavor of any precon- Unilad N'ttona CondJiaUoll Com· 

ceiud vl,w of What the tinal mlulon tor Palettlne... now mMtinI: 
attacked a nported atlempt by -' h ""'" • '" b ~,- U the UrtlUd Sla.-a ... lnduc. laru! bounduiea should be" the :rsruu _.t all a ___ a OIIa 

..... .... .pokuman added, • In Lauaa.nne In an eHort to fil'ld .. 
to .ta.rt l'M4mittlnl' Mm'Ie of tba "Iarul has mada detan.d bound- baala tor pe.ce 11\ the ){1ddk &Nt. 
ArabI; wbo ned 1aJm. Ian.ell ter- ary ·propo.uJa, at La..u-.n.lIe. whlcb The lIn-e.Ji pro~ • ..tUeh u,-.. 
ritory 6l.u1nc" the tlPUnc lut are baed ~.1 Oft the tuOlu- act ~n aec:eptecl. by an1 Arab 
year, UOII of lbe General ~'II\bly of Hpruentative, turthennor. WI'-

The apokdmU1 did not CO mto Dee. 11. Jan..1 will continue to ,UU<l tbat lbe ...urn fnJftU.,. 
de~, but aa!d that "u long as bend all It. efforla to acbien a ahould be ut.ablWlecl. approximate
the Ar.b atat.. rdlJ.H to enter peace aeWemmt by nal'ottaUona Iy along the arml.tice Ima ~ by 
Into peacllf'Ul relaUonahl~ wU..b. throuch the JOOd omc. of the mediators When the n,.btbl& 
Iarul, tIM mum ot muaa of called N U .. ceued 
Arabs to Iara.el would be. quixotic • on&. 'l'hlA' would be eoMiUoul 111*1 
undertakinl', wh1ch could not poe.- IarMII A.a. to u..... the fate of Arab PalattD.. 'l'be 
albly be reconcUed with any normtl lllI'JUtion ia hued upcm the prem-
OObCept of IlI.Uonal KCWity." a~ IeTn ..... _~ t.ae that the Bubemite KlJICdom 
.~'. poIiiI:lozl in th1I regard," TEL AVIV, lInel.JIlDet-J'rom. of JOl"d&.II. would absorb tM .AraD

he added, "hu always been widel7 .oun:ea dON to taw IcraeIl Goftm- occupied aDd Arab-held taa1t:or}' 
" 1 ctood aM &CCepted. aDd it is, m.m tt ... IeuMd today t.b&t the of tbc _dated ar-. aIMl tbat \be 
than:fOft, wprlslag to bear I Unltitd ma. had 1 a 'ec1 t.ruI anrdItica 11M - or .utual1J' the ruuon- that it may now be - to 'Imbaad ud admit.. ca air" .... bowldary-would becoma tM 
n.ored aDd that the actual Nt put of OM ,..,...... _ tbwt tilt froBUer between JoNan aad Jnul, 
of the ArabI may be tneWed upon t.1lW&nIle eM mlIbl pro- TIM pro., o,aJ OIl the IOUtbIm 
befon: th"e ovu-~ MCUrtly COQ. CMd. n ~ that ... ..,..ete trout:Ic la involved dinctI,. with 
a:lderaUona ba.ve been aau.t:ied.... baa ....... reaebwd IIDd tMt ..... U. nf'IIcee ~OII. At pnaeat 

The df.apatch to wlUch Uta one tau to concede to a?Wrt taD, E&:J: = forc .. are in oeeupaUon 
lpokutnal1 refetTe<l aid that UTe. eo( • atrip a:round. the .... port of 
United Statea represcatativ~a, both The Arabs refUM to dlecutl ma- Qua _bleh or1rlnally wu p&rl of 
In Tel Aviv and in Laueann .. :tor polnta on the .,end& uuW the Paldllil •. Th.,. en ell .. Umated 
Swttz.erland, where the Umted Na-- ,.turees bave ~ handled ade- 230.000 Arab rduleu m that slice 
UOns Pal~allne Cond l'-Uoa Corn. ~uat.l, and the larMlia are UlIwUl. of taDd now. 
mlalon la now meelln.r, had ex- inl' to r,rocMCl If they ba.ve to AApnviowly reported (rom 

r, reued "utNmc impaUenc." with make th , urioa co~lon bt'ron Lak. Sueceu, Iarat:l haa oUered 
arael', r.fuaal to pcorrnit at aut they know what the ntum8 wm to take back those ruu,ecs If the 

some ot the Ahb Tehl,U11 to n- be: Gua Uta 111 rotond. 
turn. The dlqatc.h aald. that rep- .Th. Ian.ella prim.arUy do not 114- Uaaeeep ..... te A ..... 
ruentatlvea of E&'Ypl. Lebano. mit rup.cmabllit7 for taM ratureu. 
and. Jordan bll4 said they could not 'nwy fartta.r ~ that while 'Ibis Idea hu not been accepted 
dllCUsa • peaca MtU~e.nt with lhue fa ,till a atate of war they by the ArabL It hu been dian
luul until the refulee problem cannot very well adm1t thousanclJ Carded. not fonnally ,.jcel.ed. The 
bad been .IOlved.. of Arabs who W'OUld be a direct ~ba do not appear to have any 

Accordinl to reporta be,., the threat tD brad'a own MCW'ity, ... inetructiona from their Govlrn-
lIraeU repNRntativ .... at LaIlUM, pedally wbfn the Arab eountri .... menta to 4iae-usa It:rritorial /letUe-
offered. aoml weeks &p, to allOW antIOUDce. dall,. tbrough the preas met. but .Appear to be limilld to 
the return of lOme refuleq ."fIo and the radio that tIIey are only aeektnc an *l'ftemcnl on the ntu.
werl dOH re1aUve. of the Arabs markinl' tlme and wtU take "'J;:e- ,e. quHlion .t this Ume. 
who had remained In luteU terri- venge" .. lOOn .. poulbll-. It la known that thl United 
tory. On May 11, it was reported, Tbe Government alJo hu &&ked Statu "Vould be deLll'ttted. it-in
Uiey otrer.d to permit the return Just Wbat coneeadona the United eluding a deal on the Gua. nrip 
of 2.30,000 .A.raha on condiUon that Stat.. la Wln,- tbe Arab. to and the A.ra'" It cootam.-larael 
Ecypt turned over to hrael the make. Xl wu pointed. out that qreed to take back moUJb ",fu-
Gua ,trip, where they now are. JeruuJem.till b cut ort by the leCl to rive the Oedglm, country 

CrtUclem Held 1I10Jlca1 ma1n road but man., .. to continue an Arab population of 400.000. 
eommurrlcwUona throuCh a eireult- However, it 1.s not expected that 

The Israeli s:pokuma.n here ~ ouirI H<:Ondary hJ,hway: that the that many WIll be returned, 
not confirm the~ l'Iporb. !'Ut S&ld Arab controlled water sy.tean to Rlporta that the Unll.cd States 
tlIat the only -::on1!'Ultive and J'el'UalJem IWl Is not , ~king; State Department uked hrae.J to 
concrete 1U""~l()na bad been that the Naharaytm power staUon take back 100,000 art: untrue. 
made by Iaratll repnaenlatlvca lUll I.a in Arab handa WlId that all WbUe about 900,000 Araba are 
and that ''we musl CXpl'CS3 our lhfI imporlant potuh worke at the now bain, fed. III reUef «ntera. it 
IW"prUe that thea propouls have Dud SN. &1"8 made c:orrunerciaUy Ia eat1matcd by officlab that not 
not rceelved the cqnafduatiGn they ImpotCJ1t becaa.IJe of Ua Arab J'eoo more tban 700,000 01 tbcwe are 
deserved at the banda of those wbo ru.a.1 tD .upply the neceaaary fresb Palcatine retuceea. Thus the 800,
have expr~ued web deep concern water and a convenient outlet tor 000 ~e. wtUch baa been cl~ 
with the problem." product.. I .. ted.. would put W ... Mnllon in a 

"It Ia obvlol.l6ly inappropri.te to In other wor4a. llrael t. wonder. poilUon of demandinJ' the retllm 
ref~ to act on luch propoaala in, what the Arabe are wppoMd to lsrW of tl\01'e; ret\a,eea than 
aJld aunultaneoualy to e.ntic:lu 11- to COIIcede under this pI.atl to ,. then au. 
rael for alle,~ inaetlon and non- accommodate the ref\lpes. Reports from Lausanne toai,ht 
cooperation:· he added. The nel relult aem. to be that indicated thn Ara))t are very 

According to earUer repqrU either the Arab, and llraelill will Irked by the Iaraell ocr.l.lpation of 
here, the Conciliatjon Commiu lol\ work out their own I~ probl~a, a neutral sone around Jcr\laalem 
I. now oomldenng .. propoaal u they .... now dome In the cue and are demanding that the con
whueby Egypt ""OdId reWn the of the J~ boundaries. or dll .. tion conunl.uIon to~ an e\'ac, 

Gaza coa.at.aJ strip , while King Ab_ I ,""';;;;=~;;;Ur;;;;'='~.~";;m;;;;~;';,;; .. ;,: ... ;;;;';~;;;; ... ;;;,~~;;"",,;;;;~.========== clullah Of Jordan would r~ive th(l 
Majdll al'H. , north of Gua. tQ... 
gether wlttl other telTilory now 
oc<:upicd by Iaraeli torceL which 
would pro\'lde Kmg Abdullah with 
~elS 14 the }1~itetT&nean. 

The Israeli apoketml&n .aid thll 
WIS an attempt to revive the 
Bernadotte plan, ILl\d contended 
that "theM- plans would tnvolv& 
the muWation allaRd', territory 
and the t ransfer to acme or all of 
the Arab .lateJ.. which &ggreasI.ve
Iy ~n\·aded PalllUne, of a lubstan-
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T. 

Fro ... 

MEMORANDUM 

Cha.1xmen of Local Energency Caam1tteea Date June 2, 1949 

The encloeed memorandum 1s a moat Ip.tereeUag: analTsis ot the Arab refugee 
qu.estion md should serve to bring 10U up-t~d.ate on that problan. It wes 
written by Mr. XHahu Ben.-Rorln. adviser on Middle Eastern aff&ire to the 
.American Zionist Council. Pleaae Ute this material as background for letters 
to the press, etc. 

Regards. 

ATon 
Znc. 



THE ProllLEM OF THE PALESTIIIE AlWI I!El!'UtlEES 

(Memorandum submitted by 11l1ahu :Ben-Bonn, 
Allthor of Tl!1: MIDDLE EAST: crossroADS OF HISTORY) 

1. The question of the future of the Arab refugees from Israel continues 

to be a source or uneasiness in international relatione. until settled. it may 

be &%pected to intensify the friction between Israel and the Arab States. to 

provoke tension between the Great Pavers and the countries of the )fiddle East. 

and to confront the world with the exietence of a group of frustrated end unhappy 

human beinga who mlgt1t easily become prey to de:noralizing innuences. For these 

reasons, a 1'8;)14 and aatiafactoI7 esttlement of that problem appears eminently 

desirable. 

2. Further urgency 1s lent to the questlon by the tact that the maintenlUlCB 

of a large masa of Arab refugees in their present position of uncertaint;y, 1& 

ver,r costly, while it does not bring a solution any nearer. A SUIll of $16,000,000 

has already been appropriated for the relief of these refugees b;y the U. S. Govem-

Mento A dl1lla.r 8UI11 has been or 18 being appropriated by several foreign govern-

ments. This money i, due to be expended by next August, at whlch time the que&-

tion of further rellef expenditureS! will undoubtedly arlse. ConB1derable amount, 

have also been provided for Arab refugee relief by private relief agencies and 

voluntary contributors, 'lhese funds l too, are veIl-nigh emauated &I1d more will 

be required. The demands on the U.S. Government and on private funds, large17 

from the United States, will continue and mB3' have to be met again en.d aga.tn. 

3. Growing recognition 1s given in all quarters to the need to proceed 

speedily vith the resettlement of the large mass of the Arab refugees. It 1, 

generally understood that only a small part of these refugees viII be able to 

return to Israel, and that even such a limited return vill hardly be posslble 

except as part of a general resettlement .cheme for these refugees and 1n con-

nection with an ove~al.l improvement 1n Arab-Israel1 relations. There 1s graving 

agreement that most of the Arab refugees in question anould be enabled to settle 
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on the land or to find a place in urban oceupationll in the various Arab countries 

W OSB recent war 88ainst I s r ael haa had so much to do with the emergence of 

this particular refugee problen. It is understood that offici als of the American 

and the British Gove~~entsl as ~ell as United Nations circl es. tend towards this 

v1e~"point in growing measure, and that informal discussions are afoot with various 

Arab gov8mments to explore the willingness of the latter to eoopel'3te in such B 

resettlement scheme. 

4. A serioue dange r that bas to be laced in this connection 1s the danger 

of a diffusion of effort. There 58t!1!1.S to be some feeling that the ~aS8 of the 

Arab refugees might be distributed among the different territories of the Middle 

East, notably Transjordan, the Arab part of Palestine . Iraq. Syria and Lebanon . 

(Egypt has officially declared that it is 1n no poaitio~ to absorb any of the 

Palestine Arab refugees. ) It 1s underatood. more particularly that the Government 

of fransjordan is tr.1.111ng to accept for r esettlement within the territories under 

its control most of those refugees , presumably in considera tion of the large 

moneta1'7 expenditures .. i11ch would be made by outside sources, especially by the 

Government of the United States. to fac111tete suCh a Bettl~ent , It is open to 

serious question whether £~~~ a large-ecale operation could be successfuly accom

plished in the relatively arid terrltorlea under TrBllsJord8n control. It i8 quite 

conceivable that, once the money h a e been 8Ypended. 1t "'ould appear tha t the 

future of the refugees has not been assured after ol.1 . Similarly. opportunities 

for the resettlement of the refugees in Lebanon end Syria are open to serious 

doubt. 

The governments of those countries, disinclined as they are at present to 

accept any considerable number of the refugees for pemenent residence, m~ be 

coued into doing so by the promi se of Ameri can largesse, But once foreign tunds 

have flowed directly or indirectly into the treasurie8 of thoee countries, i t mq 
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well be that the Arab refugees vould once DOre find themselves facing an un-

settled fu~ure and therefore remain a burden on the world. Because of this, 

every effort mould be made to decide beforehand on the oost feasible large-

scale scheme for Arab refugee resettlement and, once the answer is found , to 

concentrate on it, execution. Thus there would be avoided a gr eat deal of wnste 

motion , \-'aste of funds, human miE>817 and international friction . 

5. From en over-all viewpoint, it seems that Iraq 19 the count17 lrihich can 

most easily provide for large-seale resettle~ent of all of the Arab r efugpes 

from Palestine w1 th Greatest b(lDefl t to t he country iteelf. for !!everal de-

cades attention hes been focused on I raq'. need for additional population and 

on the tremendous opflo r tun 1 ties existing in that countI7 for egr1cul tural de-

velo1l1l1ent. '!he British Government, at the time ",ben Britain stHI held the 

Mandate over I rc.q , .".8S interested in large-scole &.«r1cultural developcent there. 

Iraqi statesmen themselves raised the question from time to time. Internetional 

authorities in the field of economics , nutrition, and 8011 develop~ent have 

reneatedly drawn attention to this sit'le.tion in Iraq. In the Uni ted States . Mr. 

Herbert Hoover, among others, su~gested in 1945, long before there were any 

Arab refugees from Pclestine, that everybody I s interest might be served by en-

couraging the large-scale resettl~~ent of Palestinian Arabs in Iraq. The 

former Fresident ~ut it as follows: 

It ••• tn ancient times the irrigation of the Tigris and Euphrates 
Valleys supported nrobebly 10,000,000 neO'Dle in the Yincdoms of Bab~lon 
and NinevMo The deterioration anel destruction of their ll'=i.gation yorkE! 
by the Mon~ol inver.io:n cpnt.uries ego, and their neglect for ages, are 
resnonstble for the ~~rinka~ of the no~ulntlon to about 3.500,000 people 
in modem Iraq •••• 

IIl.fJr own su,ggestion is that Iraq mi~t be flnenced to complete this 
great land ~eve~opment on the con sideration that it te made the scene of 
resettlelnent of the Arabs from Palutioe •••• 

"There is ro om f or many more Arub a in such a development in Iraq than 
the tot.al of Ara'vs in Palestine. The soil 1s more fertile. They would be 
among their ow race, ~ich is Are.~6pflaking and Hoh8.li...aedan. The Arab 
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'Population of Palestine would be the gainer from better lands in exchange for 
their 'Present holdings. Iraq ...auld be the geiner. for 1t badly needs agrl._ 
cultural. l)opulation • ••• It would be a solution by engineering instead of by 
conflict • • • • " 

The feet that several hundred thousand Arabs who f'ol"lllerly lived in 

Palsettne nov find themselves unrooteo onlJ' lends further strength to Mr. 

Hooverl s suggestion. We must reme~ber. too. that ev~ those Arabs ~o may be 

able to retum to Israel vi11 have to undergo a 'Process of rehabilitation and 

adapt ~m8elves to totally new conditions. As Dr. Clarence E. Pickett . Exec-

utlve Secretary of the American Prlends Service CO!Dmitt ee. 'tile recently returned 

from supervision of the Friends' Arab ref1l€8B relief J)rogr&'l in Southern Pale8-

tine, puts it in a letter to me: • • •• The third problem, and a very important 

one, would be an addi tiona! program for those who return to Ierael as yell aa 

those wo go el.81dlere, for the Arab will have to pursue modern f8.DDing methods 

lrtberever he m8¥ be and this will involve real training. I 

6. A further consideration militating i n favor of the choice of Iraq as 

the -place where most of the Arab refugees should be encouraged. to resettle. is 

connected with the international s1 tuation. As the mott northeastern 0 t the 

Arab lands, lying close to the borders of the Sovie t Union, Iraq. from the 

longo-range vi ewpoint, occunies a particularly impol'tant strateg1 c post tion . 

But Iraq ie very weak intemall;r a.-."d will re:!lain 80 until and unless the Arabic 

element of its "Oonulation is considerably strengthened. At present, the many 

national. minorities and particularly the very sizeable Kurdieh minorlty tOIm 

too large a section of IraqIs population . nae claims of the iurds to en inde

'Dendent Kurdietan (which would be carved out of the terri tones of Iraq, Iran 

and '!'urice,.) are on record. All this makes Iraq particularly vulnerable to 

attecpts frau whatever quarter to foment trouble and threaten the poll tical 

etabll1tl of the area. 'lhe addition of a considerable number of new residents. 

Arab in race, Maalan 1n religion end agrtcul tural. by occupation, would great17 
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strengthen Iraq internally end thus alao heighten it, chances or resisting the 

forces of disorder. 

7. AS61l111.ing that the above consideration. represent a correct anal,yais 

of the ~ituation. nothing can be gained by further delay_ It would seem best 

to have action undertaken at once to prepare the ground tor large-acale develop

ment projects 1n Iraq. It is understood. of course, that the con lent of the 

Government of Iraq to admit the refugees in question must be obtained. There 

18 no reason to doubt Ir~IB concurrence with the scbeme if nec8ssar,y measures 

are taken on the diplomatic, financial and technical levels. As for the execu

tion of the nrojeet, consideration might be given to entrusting it to a suitable 

agency of the United liations, working in cooT'eration with the Government of Iraq 

and with such other governments or official institution. as ""auld assUl!le certain 

responsibilities 1n this connection. In order to lift the question at once to 

the necessar,r level of a major humsni tartan and statesmanlike project which 

would command the re spect of world Opinion at large and of nublic opinion in 

the united States more particularly , it might be advisable to request the only 

liv1n&, former President of the United States, the Honorable Herbert Hoover. to 

undertake a studJr of this project, tOGether 'tIlth. a. suitable committee • 

• • • 
JWl8 1949 



AMERICAN ZIONIST Et.4UGENCY COUNCIL 

142 t.4ADISON AVENUE, NEW Yon 17, N. Y. 

T. 

MEMORANDUM 

Lsaders of Zionist OrganizAtioDs end 
Chail'lilen of Local Emergency COl:JZIitteea 

D_ IISJ' 16. 1949 

From Abe Tarim 

Within the very near future the American Zi onist Oouncil will 

elect new officers and announce the nature end scope of its new activities . 

Dr. Abb& atllel Silver hee stated that he will not continue as 

chpinaan ot the Council . It Is not necelcaI7 to d"Nell at this time on 

Dr. Stlvert 8 role as the leader of Alr-ericen Zionisa: bte accompli shments 

bnve been written lnto Jewith blsta".. 

MlIl' I .t~e6t that the chrlmen of locDl. emergenq committees end 

leaders of Zionist or~anizatlons in the United States send messages 8X-

preBsing gratitude to Dr. Silver. \!ho led our moveaent to victor,v. 'lhese 

\1111 be presented to Dr. Silver in a bound volume. We are sure that you 

"Hl rel}:ond moat enth1lsiastically to thie 81lf:geotinn 8Jld that you will 

,,1.sh to Gend Dl1ch a measage to this office as 8t)eedily a8 possible . 

Kindest regerds. 

AT:LD 

P.S. It po.alble, pl~ase send your message unfolded. 



AMEftlCAN ZJ isr EMERSENCY COUNCIL 

)12 MAttiSON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local BnergenC7 Committees Al)r11 19, 1949 

Abe Tuvlm 

On Ma,y 2cd Dr. Abba. Hillel Silftr i • .chedul.e4 to deliver a radio address 
on the American Broadoasting Oanpen7 t • full network. 111. subject will be 
the 'First .Im11verSSl7 of larael.' 'ale tille - 11:16 - n:30 F.I{. (!I.D.T.) 

It is recommended that you make contAct tJ1 th your locR! A.B.C. radio station 
to insure that they include Dr. Silver's address in their schedule. In ~e 
event tne sCheduled time 1s unsuitable for your communities, it 1s suggested 
that Dr. Silver'lS address be reco_rded and broadcast .at a more appropriate one. 

To promote a large listening audience, it is recommended that 
ments be taken in Tour local press pointing up to thia event. 
1s moat Tltal. 

AT:LD 

small advertise
Your cooperation 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMUGENCY COUNCIL 

141 UADI$ON AVENUE. NEW YORK 11, N. Y. 

To 

"ro .. 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local. Emergency Committees April 19. 1949 

Abe Tuvim 

The trend of events makes it inereaBingly clear that the utmost political 
pressure will be exerted upon Israel ~n connection with the question of the 
Palestinian Arab refugees. You will find ueet'ul material on this problem 
in the enclosed reprint of an article by Elishu lien-Borin from the Christian 
Science Mont tor of April 12. 

!!egard •• 

.A!r:LD 



~EIUCAN ZJONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMO RANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Dole April 5, 1949 

PH.. Abe Tuv1m 

]eservlng of special attention 1s the following statement 
concerning Christian shrines and i"nterests in pales-tine, made 
in a mesorandum of March 21, 1949, to the Bon. Trygve Lie, 
Secretary General of the United Nations, by Hagr .. Thomas S. 
l-!cMahon. }I.tional Seoretary of the Catholic !lear Eas t Welfare 
Associa.tion, of which Francis Cardinal S;t1ellJaan. la President: 

"On August 20", 1948, n asked ::rOll to make an inquiry re
gardiDg criminal apt. aga1/lst Ohristian persona and place. 
f.ur1'Dg the progress at the Pale8~lnlal1 warfare. The u.n.der
ai&ned. Is hapP7 to report that 1:8 personally, after an 
8xteDded Journey in the area, can testify to the genuine 
desire of tbe government of Israel to repair the damage 
done and to maintain proper relations with tbe religiol1s 
institntes within its boundarie •• " 

Enclosed aleo. for Tour info~tlon. is a pampbl~t contain
ing the Pri:D.e Minister of" Israelis aoening statement to the 
Iaraeli Conatltuent A~8emblyt outlining bis GoYernment 1e program 
of acU,on . 

AT:1iF 
encl. 



ANElICAH ZIONIST (MU6ENCY COUNCIL 

142 WAOtSON AVENUE, NEW YOU 17, N. Y. 

-----.. -.~~ 

To 

MEMORANDUM 

Cbai men ot Local Imert;ency Co .. ! ttees Marc:b 22, 1949 

Abe Tun. 

It Is 80me time DOV since yoa first heard from Dr. A~ba Billel Sliver regard
ing the Study Tour to Illrael under the aponsorship of the American Christian 
Palestine Commi Use. WhUe a number of communi tie. have responded splendidly 
both 1n ralslng funds for this project es Yell 8S eelecting an. outstanding 
lOCal per,onality ae their delegate, ve regret tbat thus far your cOmalUILity 
bae not yet beea. able to :pursue this project to Us succe.sfUl conclllSlon. 

A. an indication ot the calibre ot 4ele&ate thus far .. lected to represent 
varion. cOlDJllQll1t1.a. I aD h8PW to b. able to Itate that the list of thoe. 
lObo vl.ll eOlll]>r1oo tho Btud1 !our lDelude e4itoro of large motropolitan da.!lte 
outltan4i,ng unleterial leaden, waiver.l t7 4e •• and. • predding Judge of a 
U. S. Cl rcult Oout. 

It TOur d1t:f1cultl •• In cOIlDeetlO11 with thi. projeot etem from your failure 
to rat •• the nece".J7 fwld. to pat 1\ over, I lU£ge.t that you make contact 
v1tb the leader. of other Zl01l1et ImergeDC7 Coanc111 al vell as 1ndiv1dual 
Zionist leAderl adjo..cet 1.0 your COlDllUJl1t7 80 tnat perhapl jointlT,TOU m~ 
be able to raile the fundI and. selel;t a delecate to represent your area. 
IIabbl Rubin Dobln of Far Boelmolq, .... Torti:. hao be .. able to usa thi, 
tecb.n1que succe.slully In hi. areL 

I knOtt t need not 4well at length on the vut ponnt of propaganda which 
continuel to be mottered Upon the count.17 by retuming delegate. from an.t1-
Zionist S .. inar. to the Arab varIa.. Such S-.1nan continue to be sponsored 
bl variout group. ~ich have not become reconcIled to the establiShment of 
the State of Iarael end are doing their utmost to harm its develop!lent. 
Our anewer to these group. 1. to do exactly ~at theY are doing -- and to 
do it better! 

Plea •• do not pOltpone any further your actio!!' in this important matter. 
Ve need your help DOW; the tbe ie grov1DC short. The Tour is scheduled 
to llaTe from Nev Torle en April.20. 1181' we count on lOU and 70'lr cOlDJlt1ln1ty 
to do your 'Ps.rt nov 81 fa1thfully al TOU have donI it in the past. 

l1nd •• t regards. 



MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Jmergency Committees D"", J'eb l"Ua17 17. : :949 

From .&:be Tuvim 

Attached you will find a memorandum on Jewisb-Catholic relations ar"s1J!g from 
the situation in Israel. We are sending this to you so that you. may have some 
faetual . baOiQ;round on the probl .... ""d to bring you up to date currently • . 11'. 
believe this will be helpful to you and will send you .additional -copies upon 
request. 

Kindest regards • 

.AT:1lB 
lI:Dc. 
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JEi1Sll-WHOLIC l!n.MIOlIS IN AIm OVER ISRAEL 

Past Recriminations 

During the first months of the Palestine War, reports describing desecration 

of Christian sanctuaries by Jewish soldiers were widely publicized in the .American 

prflSB, particularly in Catholic publ1cstions. Ueedless to say I these reports had 
• 

an unfavorable effect on Jewis}:r.Ce.thollc relations in the United states and the 

world over. If left unchecked, this development could have lead to. most undesir-

able results both for the state of Israel end for the Jewish communities in many 

lands. 

We, therefore, feel that a recent report on this question by a competent eye-

witness deserves our careful attention. we refer to. a surv~ of Catholic Institu-

tiona and interests in Israel made by Eliahu :Ben-Borin, well-known writer and 

Advlsf)r on Middle .Eastern Affairs to the American Zionist »nergency Council. Part 

of Mr. Ben-Horin t s tour of Catholic institutions in Israel ~s made in the company 

of Monsignor Thomas McMahon, who r~resented Cardinal Spellman on a ~ecial m18s10n 

to the Middle East. and "Monsignor Anthony Vergani, Vicar-General of the Latin 

Pertriarchate in Israel. Mr. Ben-Borin 18 therefore in a posi tion t 0 r~ort to 

some extent the iIqpressi0ll8 of these two Catholic dignitaries. 

Not One Incident in lfany Months 

Yr. Ben-Horin's report was sublOitted at a conference of representatives of 

Jewish national organizations. The outstendL'1g feature of his report is the fact 

that not a single case of desecration or mistreatment of Christians has taken place 

since the estab1isbment of the Government of Israel. This mere1y reemphasizes the 

truth that whatever excesses occurred, took place during the height of the Palestine 

War last summer and were perpetrated by irresponsible individuals; accordingly, 

responsibility for those acts caxmot properly be aocribed to the Government of 

Israel or the Jewish community as a whole. From the moment stable government was 

established in Israe1. not one serious complaint was recorded. 

Ulnorities in Israel 
• 

In an article under the above title, published in the New York Herald Tribune 

of January 5, 1949, llr. Ben-Horin described and analyzed the facts about the situa-

tion of the national and religious minorities in Israel and the treatment accorded 

them by the Israeli Government. .A large-scale and costly program of education for 

At"ab children has been adop~ed and put into operation by the Government, at the 

expense of the state bud€et. The minorities, Christian and Moslem, enjoy complete 

equru.it;r of civil rights, with the ezception- of freedom of movement for the dura",ion 
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of the "sr.. As soon as peace 1s established, this Bingle rMtriction will be 

removed. The special needs of the various reJ.lgio'lls communities are catered to 

by. the government with the greatest care and understanding,. In his article, 

Mr. :Ben-Borin described a Christmas party tE!l1dered the Chrletlan prisoners of 

war by the Israeli command of the camp, whicb he attended, along with a Catholic 

Bishop and an Arab Catholic dignitary from Haifa. :Soth the prisoners and the 

Haifa Visitors praised the Israeli authorities for the lnmane and considerate 

treatment they accorded the prisoners of tmr. 

The Christian Communities 

The mass flight of the .Arabs from palestine has left only about ODe hundred 

thousand of them in Israel. Rowever, it was mostly Uoslems lIho ran away. Of 

the million ),{oslems. only about 50,000 stayed behind, whereas an equal number of 

Christians remained out of a total pre-r.ar community of only 125,000. ll.ezareth 

and the Christian villages in Lower Gal1lee now bold the maJority or the Christians 

in Israel. The1r churches and monastm.~ were hardly touched by warfare. Yost 

of the Christian communities in this area ere intact. 

In the mixed cities of Palestine - Jeruaalem, Haifa., Jtdfa, Acre - the 

Christian population has decreased in number through the Arab night, but the 

communities exist, enjoy complete freedom to practice their faith, and most of 

the churches are in perfect condition. The, same is true of the smaller towns, 

like lI:emleh, on the Tel Avi?-Jerusalem road. It was cainly in Jerusalem. where 

a battle of artillery went on for montha at close raDge, that churches as well as 

S1UagOgu.8S suffered damage from warfare. The Church of Dormition oJ.l Ilount Sinai, 

just outside the walls of the Old City, was hit by many Arab shells. The same 

applies to the Church of Notre Damer which is on the border dividing the Jewish 

poel tiona from the Arab. 1therever phfsical damage was inflicted on Christian 

churches, it "as done by .Arabs. namely by the Transjordan Legion. This fact is 

proved beyond doubt. 

on the other hand, the tsraeli authorities - central end local - have not 

only done their utmost to repair whatever internal dame&e was done by Jewish 

BOldiery, but take good care to supply ell the needs of the Christian communIties. 

~at despite the grave shortages of food and the severe rationing in the countt7. 

the Government has regularly supplied food to the old and in1'irm of the Christian 

communities in Jerusalem, footing , the cost itself. All through their tour of 

Israel, the two Monsignori and yr. Ben-Horin came across ca ses of excellEnt care 

and understandiD& displayed by the Israeli 8llthorities towards the needs of the 

Christian communities. 'When, for instance, the sisters of the Frencil Monastery 

in E1n Xarem. outside of JerusalEm, asked the IsraelI Military Governor of the 
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area to intervene on their behalf with the Transjordanian authorities in the Old 

City for the release of their Wother Superior, the latter was brought back to the 

lfonastery the same afternoon . 

Prospects of l"uture, Relations 

SUmming up, llr. Ben-Horin arrived at the conclusion that there 19 no reaSO!l 

to EaPeet future complica.tions in Jewish-CathoUc relatione, as fer as the safety 

of the Catholic tmnctuarles a!ld the rights of the Catholic comruni ty in Israel are 

concerned. Eo"ever, there are other probleQs ~oncerni!lg Israel which will surely 

effect Jeuish-Cathollc relations in the future. The que~tion of the ~ini8tratlor 

of the holy places 1s one of those probluos. However, there are indicatl-ms that 

thl0 issue mq be resolved in the not too distent future in a manner satislt.'gctory 

to all concerned. Israel unconditionally favora the establishment of an intI t'-

national regime tor the holy plcces, as long aa the latter tem is not interpreted 

too broadly. In other words, Israel supports an international regime for the Old 

City of Jerusalem, but is unalterably opposed to the inclusion of new Jerusalem 

(which contains no holy places) in the international area. ' Although the Catholic 

Church has thus far failed to expre8s itself authoritatively on this issue, there 

are reasons to believe that an IBraell-tathollc understanding may be reached. 

The most diffjcult problem, end the one whose solution will probably require 

the greatest etfort on the part of all concerned, la the probl811: of the Arab 

refugees. Hundreds of thou sends of tb8ll are today homeless and hungrJ' . Even 

though the rssponsibilltT for their plight doss not lie with Israel, a9 long as 

their fate rCIlains undecided. the pressure of their presence on the borders of 

Israel is bound to prove a seriou8 irritant both in Jewieh.-Arab end in Jewish-

Catholic relations . It 18 to be hoped that before long a constructive plan will 

be evolved for a permanent solution of the problem of the pa1esti_18 Arab refugees • 

• • • 
• 
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342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORA NDUM 

Chai men of Loc&l. !m:ergency Oommi ttees Dote March 3, 1949 

Abe fuvim 

There seems to be a. tendency among aome Zionists to baH.eve that, 
with the creation of the State of Israel, and its full recognition by the 
U.S.A., there 1, les6 need for public relations acttvitles in the general 
community ae vell as yithtn the framework of the American Christian Palestine 
Committee. ~tuallT. the infOl~atlon we have gathered from allover the 
countrY dOBS not bear out this belief. 

Reports reaching our offices prove decisively that there are forces 
at work preparing for a long and sultained attack on the State of Israel and 
on the post tion taken by J e\,!. in the Un1 ted States toward that State . 
Vigilance on our part, ther efore, 1s &8 neceesary aa ever. '!be list of cbarge. 
and accusations levelled egainst Israel. and propagandized with v18Pr through
out the united States, is a formidable one. It includes alleged Soviet orienta
tion, brutality against Arab refugees, desecration of churches and holy places, 
attempts to nullify m.issiona17 gains. Jewish impertall8111 (encroachment on the 
territory of 8urrounding Arab countries), dual loyalty of American Zionists. 
use of vast Jewish resources for propa&anda, endangering of vital American 011 
supplies, 108S of American prestige 1n the Middle last with a corresponding 
increase In Soviet influence -- and many', many core. 

This multi-fronted attack Is being carried on by lecturers from the 
public platform, articles in nevspapers, magazines and church publications, by 
letters from missionaries in the 1'1eld. and by every conceivable means . 

We lilt below some of the hostile force8 actively engaged in anti
I srael propaganda. 

America~ Lecturer8 

Individual8 such as Jtermit Roosevelt, Oolonel Wellington iUrlong. Captain Michael 
Fielding, Ihalll T.otBh, Harold R. Hoskins, and many others are constantly toUI'
ing the country and lecturing on Palestine and the Middle East in the spirit of 
pro-Arab propag&nda. Some of them, like Khalil 1'otah and Xennit Roosevelt , 
speak on behalf of oreani zat1on. -- the Inetltute of Arab-American Mfa1 rs and 
the Committee for Peace and Justice in the Holy Land. respectively. Others. 
like Furlong and Fielding, appear to be free-lance lecturers speaking under the 
auspices of lush co~erc1al lecture bureaus. Mr. Hoskins , an officer of the 
Foreign Policy Association. Is being sponsored at non-])ubllcized meetings of the 
foreign Pollcy Association and of otller important opin..1on-making groupe. 

P ro"Oaganda fro:!! the Middle East 

.L Middle East Study Tour: 

A ten weeka seminar and Middle hat 'rour on modern Arab life and culture vill be 
held during the summer with headquarters at the American University of Beirut . 

(more) 
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Sponsored by Yestem Michigan College of Uu.cation. Eal8t1azoo; Wilson Teachers 
Oollege, Washington, D. C.; State Teachers College. Oneonta, New York: and tne 
.American UniversltT at Beirut, Beirut. Lebanon. the seminar is prim.a.ri17 de
signed tor teacher., but student. or othere who maT be interested in teaching 
are eligible. .A. group of about 40 will l~ave New Yon: by plane &"bout the middle 
of June and will return the last week of August. 

Thus, 40 trained. prcrArab spokeSDen (the maJori"t7 of them teachers) m~ return 
this tall from the Near East with a lJelrut orientation, and will reach thousand. 
of young people a, well a8 clubs, chur<"lles. radio audiences and newspaper readers 
with their biased views. A relatively low rate has been set as the cost of thla 
tour, indicating possible subsidization. 

Educators 

'Ihe following J.merican educators. mi.,tonanal. and others with a pro-.1rab 
orientation. deaerY8 our attention: 

Professor John 8. Badeau, President of the Univer8ity of Cairo. extremely active 
as a speaker under excellent 8poD~orehip including .1'orelgn Policy A.ssociation. 
colleges. institutes, Church federation., etc. 

Dr. 7l.oyd H. Black, Pree1dent of Robert College and .&men CaD College for Girls, 
Istanbul, TuricOT. 

Professor Bomer W. Davis, President of Athens Collese, Athens, Greece. 

Dr. Millar Burro..,s of the .American School for Oriental Research. 

T.M.C.A. Leaders 

.1. L. Miller, General Secretal7 of Jerusalem .. Y.M.C.A.. 

Wilbert T. Smith, fomerl,y of Y.M.C.A.. in Jerusalem, n.ov a member of Inst1tute 
of Arab-American Ufaira. 

Paul Hoffman. also of T.M.C.A. 1n Jerusalem 

Rellef W'orkp.ra such a8 Dr. Edvin Moll, Director of Palestine Branch of Lutheran 
World lederation I and Tnrlou8 ot!lers attached to the American Friends Senica 
Committee and Church World Service. 

Dr. Hartman A. Lichtwardt. Medical Missionar,y of Detroit. 

Mi •• ionariea Home on Rotating Lea\"es, such 88 Glora Wymer of the Methodist 
Church, o.lso a me:nber of the Institute of Arab-American A!'falrs. and Garland 
hans Hopkin8, eecretBJ7 of the Mi8siona Council of the Methodist Church. 

Profe8sor John ~ Wil80n. Oriental Institute. University of Chicago 

Profenor T. Cuyler Young. Professor of Oriental Langu..ates. Princeton 

Profeaaor Walter L. Wright of Princeton University 

Professor William Stine.pring of Duke University 
(more) 
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Ml88ione-rle8 Abroad 

Periodicall7, letter. fTOm missionaries in the field to Ql,r1attan leaders and 
:friends in .Amertca are. vldely circulated. 1IIlportant leaders in mlaa1.onary, 
federal end world church gt'OUP8 are out.tending in anti-Zionist ~ro'Pagand.a. 
Such nr-lIIea 8S Benry aloane Coffin and Benr,y Smith Leipen, to mention only h'o, 
come at. once to mind . 

An eumple of this is to bt> found in an editorial appearln& In 'Chrlatlanit;r and 
Crisis" of February 21. 1949 entitled "Perils to America in the Bew Jewish State l , 

It ie perhaps the :Doet vicioll! attack vhich haa yet been made upon Israel and 
Amerlc611 Jewa ..0.0 Iltpport t.bl'l new State • .An enalysis of the edltortal. wtch hal 
been sent out to • numt~r of Iesding Chrlet1an tdonia of Israel by the American 
Chrletlen Palestine Committee, baa the following to say in Ita opeolag paracraphl 

'The I'Idltorlal 11 obviou811 written with animus, and. however 
much it dilclaims 6D.U-Jewts.b feeling, it cannot but give rise 
to such feeling amonr, it. readers. Th~ facta on which it is 
alle~dly based are eo dtatorted by the authorla emotional bias 
that their accurlLC7 ~. extr·'lIely dublous. OIl. would have thou@t 
that in a Journal of Chrt sti8ll opinion rpeetal care would be 
taken to verify facts and to 81 t.r!linate all traces of prejudice. I 

In addition to all the aboy", factor.. the following abould be liated 
among the anti-tsraeli forces actiTB on tbe American acenet 

Govemment officiala, I.e. ~w1n M. Wright, Spectal Aee1etant to the Director. 
Off tee of Near Eastern and .A.:t'rlcan Affaire. :De'CsrtClent of State. 

Visiting Araba from the Middle East. like Musa Husselni. 

Arab atudents scattered th~ughout the United Statel. 

The abOTe list of individuala enga&ed in pro-Arab propaganda in tbe 
United States 18 b7 no moan'S complete. 'lhere are other indiv1duals. and organi
ziltions wose primary pUlJ'OS8 is to CombAt the (Itabl1shment and development of 
Ierae1. and to promote Arab intereste on the Aoerican Bcene. The rnstituta for 
Arab-American Affaire. The Anterle8ll. Council for Jadalem t and the Gildersleeve 
Committee admitte~ly belong in thi. categor.y~ H~wever. there Ilre many other 
public bodles in the United States 'Whose 'Wholehta.rled 8.8sociatlon with the.A.rab 
rlewpoint is not so ap])8.rant. 1'bq IDay be even more dangerous. for that realon. 

'lhe Middle East Institute in WashIngton. which publishes the 'Middle 
East Journal. i. an illustration in point. 

All in all. there ia no exatrg eration in our allYing that we are facing 
a fotmidable array of hostile force. lIhich vill demand all the vigilance and 
talent at our di flpoeal. 

In the past. it bas often happened that local committees have informed 
ua of acta of anti ... Z1 oniat propaganda after they have alread¥ taken place, aGkin&, 
for our counteraction. It ~~uld be obviously more advisable and et£ective It. 
lllenever poeaible, ve could be lnfol"Aed berore a given pro-Arab speech or lecture 
takes place, so that ve a.re eb1e to devlt!e measures ln good time. It 18 with this 
aim in mind that va ha'1e listed tor you bere tha cost outatanc!1n& among the pro
A.rab propagar.diets in the United States. Accordingly. the moment that you learn 
that any of the&e persona are about to appear en a local. platform. pleaee adviae 
Ua immediately. 

Beat regardl. 
AT,mm 



AMEJtICAN ZIONIST EtoIEl&tNCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YOlK 17, No Y. 

to 

MEMORANDUM 

Chai men at Local .orCellC7 COIIIlDl t te •• - 'ebrl1U7 23, 1949 

It I, VU7 important to our future vork: that ve make a wrvq 

ot Oongrel,lonal opinion with regard to X.rael. 

tIlUe there 11 • creat 4eal. ot lato.aU_ at ba4. eollated 

trolD viait, to ... ben of Coacre .. , _4 troll the wrt of our Washington 

office. we 1lee4 a44UiOllal In1'o_tioa. f .... our ....... .11 Ue •• 

!hore I, no doubt that during the period ot the elloUona last 

J"ear. and. ,iDee then. 7011. haY. bed a _ber of occasiona to contact 

not on17 the oandidat •• for \he Houl' of !lepreaentatiTee and the 

Benat •• but .peclflcallT tho.e lObo were elected. 

v. would therefore 11k. to bR. TaU leGd UI a c8I1di4 report on 

•• ch 01 your Senatorl and Bepre ... tatlTea in order that", U¥ make 

a thoroU&!> .tudT of .... re !.hq .tend on our problem •• 

I wauld urge that 70U do thil at the earliest posalble oceadoD. 

nud .. t regard •• 



e@["! r: 'liE! aetlo. COUhCil 
3'2 MAD'SON u.e, HEW YOR" .7. H. Y. 

T. 

MEMORANDUM 

Chal~~ , ::"16&01 C wed J'.b .... 17 16. 1949 

Prom Aba hrla 

1J!b.1. i, a tollow-up to the letter sent to TOU b;y Dr. Abba 1I111e1 
SIlver on :February 11th with reterence to the projected series or Scinar. 
in I,rael un4ertaken by the .er1can Chr1 8t18Z1 Pal. stine COUIi ttee. .I. 
IlWDber ot comanml tie. have alreadT upre.aed a keen 1D.tere,t in the :project 
and it 10 hop.d th.t HD7 oth.rs will participate. 

t _. thor.fOrd ... r1 tfll4l: to tOil to urg. that you take the matter up 
at the earU •• t polilble .oa_t and that we aT hear troll you wi thout too 
._ delay. .10 .. u\ertok1Dc 10 tho 800t Uport .. , pl_ by the .\aerte .... 
thri8t1an Jlale.tine OoaiUee in it. -.D7 yeaH ot ou,.tendlD& IImee to the 
eau •• of Iarul. ".>7 effort eboUld be _ to atlltt th .. III orgaoh!ng a 
large contlngct ot leading "eric8D Ohr18th.,,8 to mate thil 8tudy Tour of 
Iarael. 

!here i. a &reat 4eal ot work 'till ahead tor u. on the American Icene. 
Ii_ rttal proU •• aff.etlDg the future of Iorael reub Wloolved ... d for a 
Dumber at TeA" to come a good deal will depend on the manner In vhleb the 
intant .tate II Int81preted to the Jmer1can public. 

Leaden in Obrilt1an c"'rm'ties wo are trtendl7 to our canee will be 
Increal1ncl7 import_t to 'U In thl, wort. Ve will need th_ ae ipOkellDlll in 
tbe cominS' ciq8 IIDd Zioniet oolDllWllt1.e Ihould. unhedtatingl;' throw th.,elvee 
into thlo pI ... "'1ei> will deYeiop th ••• affective opok .... OII. 

Our attntion hal bem called to a a.Ull.ber (d actirt tie. undertake by 
croup. tmfrlcdly to ua. One ot th.n 1e a .1:1: vNk e.lnar to be beld thl' 
l\1IllDer at the Merican 'Onlver.lt7 of llelrut tmder the eponaorablp ot three 
Merlcen colleges Nld the l7Al"erelti7 of JetNt. Ou-t ot thl. actlTlty there 
will un40ubtedl7 emerge a nUlllber ot .Americaa. educators -ao will epread. the 
COepel ot tho. "oe. emd tiT to I.rael 1, 10 elearl;y endct. Ve auet be 
prepared to .eet thi' evea.tual1V. 1'b.e plan ot the .ancaD Christi& Pel.ee
tin. oo ... ! U •• nll h.1p .... "noll)' in that d! reotlon. 

Ple ••• lot u.s hear freB 7Ou. 

lIegard •• 

,u,lIB 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

He.! b W_c·, Zkmlat O . .. Ire!' olbedea 
MlzrQddO ... '....,_01~ 

Poo:Lt II=. Zm. Zl.oc 01 Az:wrlcc 

z:so..s.t ~ of Amm::a February il, 1949 

STRICTLY. COllJPIDE!!TIAL 

Dear Friend: 

M2 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YOM 17. N. Y. 
MUrray HUI 2-lJ 60 

You will recall that the American Christian Palestine Committee has conducted 
tour annual seminars in which Christian ~eader8 participated as delegates selected 
by local Zionist communities . The Executive Council ot the American Christian 
Pel.stine Committee bss decided to hold the titth Rational Seminar in ISRAEL, end 
baa reqllested out" cooperatio3 in what w11l be the most Significant ev.ent yet planned 
in our nation·wide public reletions program. 

The assembly date in Tel Aviv tor this American Christian Pelestine Committe. 
study' Tour to Israel 1s tentatively planned for April 28th ; the tour will cl os8 in 
Israel on lIay 12th. As many participants as possible will leave on the S. S. Queen 
Mary from New York on April 20th BO 4S to profit from the r ound table discussions 
planned aboard sb1p . Delegates who find this sailing dllte inconvenient will take 
the trip by plene a few day. leter. 

lIay I urge you to essist thi. project by arrsnging tor the participat ion ot a 
caref'ully selected non-Je\t1ah representative, man or woman, at your community. 
Please think in terms ot a newspaper ed1 tor f a college president, en outstanding 
professor, a prominent churcbmm or a leader of management or labor . The individual 
selected should bsve several ot the following quel1f1cations: (1) sympathy with 
Zionist aspirations , (2) standing in the community, (3) ability a. a public ope3ker 
or as a writer, and (4) capacity for action. He need not be tully informed on all 
aspects of the questionj the sem.inar rlll provide him with o.ll of the facta . 

The Executive Council of the American Chrietian Palestine Committee believes 
that the American people need firsthand. I'ej)Orts of Israel today,, - -its achievements 
and its problems" - its economic needs and possibilities for indU5trtal and agri
culturel developnant. They submit tbst wbile we bsve gone a 10"11 -1 in educating 
the public" we are still. beset by hostile propaganda groups seeking to undermine 
the State of Israel by false accusations concerning its politics , its ..torm of govern
ment, ita intentions towards Arab neighbors and ita potentials as a world force for 
good will and moral advancement. The American Christian Palestine Committee dele
gates to Israel will be in a position to counteract the.e hostile influences, after 
an intensive study of conditions in Israel , under sponsorship of Israeli experts . 

I would urge locel Zionist Emergency Committees to defral travel, hotel and 
personal expenses ot their delegate for this important and unprecedented public 
rele.tions project. The cost is estimated at a maxjmum of 12. ,, 000 from New York to 
I srael and return" depending on mode of travel. A number of coDll1Ulli.ties are already 
planning to di.stribute the costs by joinin,g with one or two nearby cit-ies and thus 
sponsor a delegate jointly. 

All steamer and transoceanic plana ticket3 will be reserved thro:l8'h an agency 



... 
T 

-2-

February 11, 1949 

chosen by the American Christ1en Palestine Committee, wh1<:h 1s arranging for a 
block of plane and steamer reservations. Please forward to us immediately' the 
name, address and profession of your delegate so that an official invitetion may 
be issued by the American Christian Palestine Collllll1ttee. I know that I can count 
on you and your Zionist colleagues to cooperate in this important undertaking. 

Your early action and reply are requested . 

Sincerely yours, 

~~g~ 
Abba Hillel Silver 

AHS:SlIK Chairman, Executive Committee 

p. S. Under no circumstances is money to be sent to the fuergency Counoil or to 
the American Christian Palestine Committee. You will receive a directive as to 
the travel agency wbich is handling tbis matter. 
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MEMORA NDU M 

To Chairmen. of Local &erganoy Coudttees D ... Febru.arr 3, 1949 

From Abe Tuv1m 

• 
Attached you nIl find S0('19 oxcerpts frOrll the British press during the 

hectic de;rs preoeding Britain's de facto rocognition of the State ot' !srael, 
and the rem'U"ka made by II.!"'. Winston Churchill in tho historic debate in the 
House of Coomolle on January 26th. 

The press CO~ents repre8~nt a eross-Rec~lon of British opinion. These 
8Dd the stat€ment of 15r. Church!ll should prove very helpful to you during "the 
coming days, in shieh we ma,y see e. cout1nuatlon ot l!r. Bevin's effort to force 
Israel to yield part of the Negev. 

Wbile our political ~s1ticn Is undoubtedly cetter than it has be8Il in a 
long time, we must continue to face -+:1:19 facta and be guided by past histotT. 
'lb1e ~8.S cloa.rly l.ndicated 1u a recsr.t memora."l.dI.m which "'as sent to you. end 
which included a statement by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver on that subject. 

'the t'emcrkable chen e in British press opinion evIdenced in the attached 
extracts. is due to a number of causes. ectOt¥; them being the tim position 
taken by our Government end a gro~ awareness of press opinion in America. 

American press opinion is cabled enri tol9phoned dally to Britain by the 
British Intormati~ Sorvice and other agencies ot the British Government in the 
UDited St6tus, !t is cloar that the m~lcont support given our cause by the 
American press has had its effect not only on the British press but also OIl 
mBDT members of the British Government. 

Jor this result end for many othef'l services promptly and effectively ren
dered, the hundreds of Zionist Ernorgonoy Committeos :in the tfn1ted States o.re 
to be oonsratulo.t6c1. ""lever before :.n the history ot our otruggle has tbere 
been a press so nnen'mo·,.f) in its support ot our position end in :its con.deon&tlon 
of Ur. Bevints anti- Israel policies. 

I know that you nll. continue to put the material you receive to good 
uses. SbOulc\ you want add1.tional copies . V8 will supply th8l!1. 

Kindest regards. 

AToRB 
Ene. 



1'HE BRIT! SH PRESS 011 MR. BEV!N 

The DAILY TELEGRAPH. a London newspaper which reflect. conservative opia1on. 
ed! toria1iz\ld on Janua1'7 14thl 

"Kia (:Sevin'e) policy at the ve1'7 best. bas left UB in 
the Middle East in the ~osltlon of OSCAR wILDX'S 
character who thad no ene:nies but was cordially dis
liked by hie friends,' and he must often have regTetted 
his rash wcertaking more the.!l three years ago to stake 
his political future on ao~v1ng the Palestine problem. 
It 19 a great pity that he allowed matters to drift for 
nearly 18 months before banding over wat was ab-ays an 
international probl~ to the United Nations; that he op
posed & policy of ps:-tl tion for fl,t least 8Jlother year: 
&De. that be has never been able to obtain much credence 
for bi, undoubtedly sincere desire to be impartial as 
between the two alde8." 

On January 15th. the ~ 8TAT3SJ.tAR. a weeklT periodical whicb ba.s strong labor 
leanings. statedJ 

J:Mr. Jevtn still seems determined to wrest the Begev from 
the Je ..... even if It freane ODe Itore mll1 tary interven.tion 
in Palestine - with grave danger to world pee.ce. If the 
Bhodes Peace talke fail. and if Egrot can be induced. to 
a.cceot our freely-offered help. then tb,e danger of a. mili
tary conflict betWEen Britain and Israel will be real. 
B-rtt .... eh troops are reported in readiness to repeat the 
Akabah action at Ge.:r:a. and va are prepared to go to the aid 
of the Iraqi troops "bo have been vel1antly defending their 
homeland 'by shelling for the laut two '",eaks a Jewish settle
ment 250 IDlles from the Iraqi frontier. This wild tolly 
must stop~ 1\ 

The LONDON OBSERvER, a conflerve.tive ne ... spaper \'hlch bas cODsistently 1.t.tlt6d up 
Mr. Bevin In his foreign pollcls2. obeerved on January 16th: 

"'!here 1& an unfortunate touch of byPocri 81' in our Clinging 
to a Security Ccuncll cease-fire resolution of last November. 
Wieh was !Deant to astabl1sh a teaoporary basis for armistice 
negotiations In a fleeting eituation. while at the eame time 
va continue to disregard tl:e basic Palestine resolution of 
the Un! ted Nations General Asse:nbly. which decreed the parti
tion of Paleetlne and the all"'cat1 on of the terri tory as a 
permanent settlement. ntis reeolution gave the Negev area, 
Wlch the Iarselia have now reconquered from the invading 
Egyptian forcss, to tsrael. By labelltng the Israeli re
con;.uest of th1s area !~r~ssionl. we impl1ci tly declare 
that ruling of the tint ted Natione null and void." 
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In an edt tortal enti tled: "Hence!lhe pyrmnlds." tbe independent nAILY JUllBOR 
commented on January 28th! 

nPro~rBSS at Rhodes. where Jews and Arabs seek the road to 
peace, a more reaeonable and responsible attitude in 
Wat...l-tington. the indication of OOlJlmonwealth recognition for 
tsrael. sll move slightly cearer the solution for wicb 
everybody Bigbs. fhat &ol:...tlo11 is more Import8!lt than the 
possible dissolution of Mr. Be'Yin. He received a clear 
"laming in the House that everybCldy 1s lrrl tated past 
patience with fUi.1.bUng. 't:lth mysteries. and with his apbinx
like resistance to other ideas than his ow. Brl thh in
terests in the Middle East are vital. Mr .. 'Bevin is right in 
thinking \Ie must be strong in de!"eQ~ng them. But -..bon will 
he leaxn to deal ~ith nettles ~thout stinging himself and 
everybody" elae? His handling of the problems has served too 
often only to increase them . 11 

Tbe TRIBUNl'l. a ",eakly Roci8J.lst periodical , 
J811ua17' 14th. to the .Anglo-Israeli crisi. e 
following ~uestion8: 

devoted 1 ta leading ed! torial o:f 
Its concluding parat:raph asked the 

"Does Mr. Bevin want the peace negot-iatioDB in Bhodes to 
succeed? Bow does he think t..1tat purpoae can be servad by 
al.wsys arraigning one side as the gull ty party? How long 
will it be before he pnd his ad.:9'!,.IIfen recognise facts which 
are obvious to the rest of' the ,,"'Orld'l How long are ... ·8 to 
persist in ~licles which arouse bitter condemnation in the 
Dominions, in American quarter'S Dormally /Dost friendly to 
thls coun try, and throughout the ci vi 11 Be-d world? Bow long 
must we wit :fo'!' the British Government to adJDit the error 
of the past, to Bweep up the remnants of a mattered di
plomacy. and to start rebuilding a £r.1endahip betwegh peoples 
who should never have been enemleG?1t 

TOe Lord Rothemere StlNDAY DISPATCH, a. weekly pro-imperialist newspaper, reflect' 
it •• trong vie...,s. on IsrJlel in Co b1'-~iDed atory by Alastair Forbes, an outspOken 
Tor,y. Mr. Forbes. declared; 

"Th~ count 17 , end the 'World, walts in vain for a sign .of 
method in Mr. lJevinlg mid .. -1nter madneu ... It trllq be 
very dis&t;reee.ble for the Brlttrll publlc to have to hear 
once more that the deaths of British subjects Dust be 
d1smissed at 'regrettable inclden!s.1 It may be veiy dis
agreeable to see Mr. 'Bevin expo sing us to impertinence 
from Tel Aviv. rebukes from Washington, ~..nd rid1clue 1'rom 
the worl~. But these incidents are but the by-products of 
Mr .. Bevin1s larger incQ~etence... It waR the 13r1tiah 
intere6t in all this to keep Ollt of thfl etruggle and to 
at 'rive, together w!.th America, fot' an early annist1ce .. 
The first step. towards this should have ~een de facto reco~ 
nitl~n of the Tel Aviv Government in ordl!'J:T that our good 
offices might be of some use. But this Mr. Bevin refused." 
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mE EOONOMIS!I!'. a veeklT l1beral .. De .... -Paper w'\.ch 8peclaU.~81 primarily in fi
nancial nevs, editorialized on Januar,r 15th: 

"1Ihat 18 Mr. Bevin up to? The la.t Brltlah moves in tho 
Middle East must seem lncomprehen'&1ble. not only to the 
man in the street but to those who have been attempting 
to follow the unfolding of events in Palestine with lome 
attention... The repercussions of the Bn tisb. Govern
mentfs sudden fit of temp er have been uniformly unfavou~ 
able. If the fi t'st aim at Bri tieh policy in the Middle 
East 1. -- a:: it should be - to fW'alk in step with the 
Ame1"1C8IlS, the w't!ekend ' s esbre rat t ling has undone all 
the good achieved by the Clulet in te rven tioD of a. week 
befo""8. Last w6ek Britain was hop1.!Ig to escape beint; 
called upon fOT help by ita Ara.b 811186; this week it 
seems to be invl tini; them to eu:nm.on 1 te armed fort:es to 
their aide, 11 

TIME AND TIDE, an Inde,pendent weeklT~ atated tn a front page editorial 
(JaoU&I7 15th), 

''l!he Brt t1eh Government hal created a coat unforttmate 1. 
pression before the ",.,.rld by being at once aurea91ve and 
weak.. ihe threats of strong action and the demands for an 
explanati on Defore t h e Securitr Counc11, in the incident 
of the 1>18.''\e8 sh,ot down on the l'.g:ypt1an frontier, dwindled 
awq wi t hin a few days to a fe.cI!t-1!:Qving statement em
phasizing the Igreat restraint' 01' the British Govemmen.t 
and its ~incere hope for peace in Palestine... Meanwhile, 
not only abroad but in England, pertinent quee-tiona were 
being put. Mr. Amel7'. writing to 'Tbe Times,' asked how it 
was that Brl t1 sh planes 1 came to be at that spot and 80 
close to the gro1l.D.d fi8l1ting that ODe of our pilots was 
actually brought dO\rfn by anti-aircraft fire. I It 1s 'Pe~ 
featly evident t :.ta t the planes !lholll. d Dover have been 
ordered to make tba t reconnaissance fl i ght. Cbserving the 
movements of Iaraeli trooP!! in the llege.b is a matter for 
the Conciliation Co'trisEilon, the membe:re of "Iblch are the 
Uni ted States, France and Turkt>y_ Great Bri te1n ie not 
one of them. II 

On Janual7 7th, TIf!! Tn!ES, an independent London daily, commented editorlal.l)"' 

fAt a time lidlen the mill tar1.ste threaten to gain the upper 
hand at Tel Aviv. moderate men must be given every en
co~~~ent to persevere 1n moderation. end they are not 
helped by the Bri t ish disincl1ne.tion to recognize their 
efforta. n 
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On JanuBl7 28th. the .!'arlbmentaQr correspondent of TBI TIMES. had this to 
sq about the 'ehowdow" vote in the Rouse of Commons: 

"It certainly came as an unpleasant surprise to Mr. 
Bev1n and hi 8 colleagaes that after the Prime 
lUnlster l e appeal to hie supporters to make this 
vote smatter of confidence in the Government BO 
many Labour members should have sullenly ab.ta1ned. 
Had it not been for Mr. Attlee's intervention at 
the end of the debate there might have been even 
more Labour abstentions and a few of tnoBe ~o 
a~8talned m1gpt have voted against the Gover,nment." 



ImIWS OF wrnSTON ClIUllCl!ILL lIEYORE HOUSE OF CCMlONS 

DUlUl!G PAllLIAMEIiTAlIY DEBATE Oli PALESfINB. JAIroARY 26. 194'! 

I am quite Btlre that the right hon. Gentla8n (Mr. !evin) will have to re
eo~lle tbe Israeli Govemmen t. and that cannot be long delayed. t regret that 
he haa not had the manlln~88 to tell us in plain terms tonight, and that he 
preferred to retire under a cloud of i0k7 vater 8lld vapour. like a cuttlef1eh, to 
some obscure r etreat. De facto recognition ha.a never depended upon an exact 
defin1tl(1l1: of territorial frontlers. There are half-e-dol!:en cotmtriea in Europe 
1I'hlcb are recognised tod8J" .. hose territorial fl"Ontiera are Dot final17 settled. 
Surely. Poland is one. It Is on11 w1th the general Peace Treaty that a final 
settlement can be made. 

Whether the right hon. o.n.tlaDan. likes It or not, and whether we like It or 
not. the coming into bel!'lg of a J elolsh State in PAl-stine 18 an event In world 
history to be viewed in the pe::,·spective. not of a gentration or a century, but In 
the perspective of' a thous8ild, two thoueand or even three thoueand years. ihat 1s 
a standard of temt)or&! values or thle values l4tlch seems verI much out of accord 
vi tb the perpetual cUck-clack of our rapid!1-char ging mood. and of the age in 
vtdcb we 11ve. This i. an ."ant in. vorld bietor,y. 

I do not feel 81lJ" great confidence ttat he (Nr. Bevin) has not got a preju
dice agaln~t the Jews In Pale8~ine. t 81!1 lure that he thought the Arab Le6fUe was 
stronger and that it would win if fl~ting broke out, but I do not euggest tor a 
moment that he wished to provoke war. He va. quite rlght !.n saying, in effee-t. 
that, in that partIcular quarrel, they needed veory little provocation , but the 
couree he took led inevitably and directly to a trial of strength, end the result 
was opposite to wat r believe he expected it to be. I will 8~ no more than that. 

t certainly felt that the spectacle of the J erleb aettleoents belng invaded 
from all aidee - from Syria, Tranejordan and Egypt - and yith a lot of our tanka 
and modern te,ckle, was, on the face of it. most formidable, but I believed that 
that combination would fall to ~19ceB at the first check, and I adhered to the 
estimate I had forced in the ~nr of the measure of the fighting qualities and the 
tough fibre ot the Zionist COTJ1.unlty. and the sUp'f)ort 'tIhlch it would receive from 
Zionists all over the yorld. But the Forelgn Secretar,r was wrong, wrong in ~ls 
fach. 'lirollg in the mood, wrong in the method and wrong in the reault. and we are 
very sorl1' about it for hiB 8sk:e and etill more Borry about it for our own. 

I have alwlll'S felt that the l1egeb should afford a means of expansion to the 
Jewish settlers in Palestin e and offe r f\l.ture 'Prospects to Zionist movf!I!IEm.te. 
But it i9 impossible to fly over thes~ rpgiona low down, as I did before the 
Second Great "'·ar, or travel throuWl them to Petra end other 1)lacea 'Without eeelng 
how fierce and barren these reglons of the E:e~b are. And. yet they once held 
great ci ties and nourished important pO'pulati~Jl' . 1he Jews. by the gift they bave 
and by the meanlJ which they do not lacJc. bave a. wq of making the desert bloom. 
Those who have neD. it can testify. The Arabs, with all their dignity end grace. 
are primarily the children of the desprt, whem they d",,011. In this part of the 
world at least, and for the most nart, the desert landa do not become recla1med 
while the Arab control 1, complete over them. 
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MEMORANDUM 

To Cha1l'!Den of Local :DDergency Committees JanUSI7 19, 1949 

From Abe TuTlm 

We enclose for your infomation and ,;u.idance the following material relevant to 
the emergency conference of national Jev1th organization. held at the Park 
Sheraton Hotel in New Yotk laet night to con aider the po1itical situation arie
ing from Britain's attitude toward Ieraell 

1. Excerpts from remarks by Dr. Abba HUlel Silver, by whom, as chatman of the 
American Zionist Imergency Council, the conference was convened. 

2. Excetpt. from remark. bT MaJor Aubrey Etlan. chief of the taraeli delegation 
to the United Nations. 

3. A pre .. release embodying the resolutions adopted and the liat of organi!.:a
tiona which accepted. the inTi tattoD of the Jra.ergency Council to the conference, 

A reading of thia material will clearly indicate the need for continued alert
n ... end activity by all Zionist gl'Oups in .Im..rica. Dr. SUver made this quite 
evident "hen he outlined the development of Britain'e relation to Ierasl. lIlile 
im~rtant changea in the ~r1 Usb stU tude are currentl1 being predicted, the 
hl.tol7 of the paat few Tears p:"oves that overconfidence h alwaY8 dange-roua 
and alertnes8 alwayS wise. 

Mr. ~ev1nl s latest action announcing the releaee of Jewieh internees on Cyprus 
and the accompenylng reports that hie ovaIl-all policy towards Israel ie une.er-
going radical change, eeme about on17 because of tremendous world pressure in " 
the creation of which the American Jewish communi ty, and particularly :the 
Zionist groupe, played a very important role. HappilY. President Truman and the 
American Government have been responsl". to kaerleen public opinion. and the 
President haa made 1 t abundantly clear that America .... i11 not support the policy 
Mr. :Bevin considers advantageous to :Britain in the Middle East. Mr .. ~evin 
kno .... this and i. undoubtedl.,y aware of the fa.ct that 'to th the prese and radio 
in America are ovel'Vhelmlngly opposed to his va~like intrigue. in the Middle 
Eaet. 

The work of the American Zionist bodies ln the poll tical and educational arenaa 
In America during the past months has been exempla.ry. Thie work muat be co~ 
tinued if we are to match eve:J, partially the heroic sacrl.ficea of Israel'a 
troopa and the detemination o:f the Government and people of Israel to maintain 
their integrity a8 a nation. 

Oontinue to visit ;your editors, columnlsts and radio commentators. Continue to 
sttpply material to your rabbi. and ministers. Continue to keep your elected 
officials in touch with the facts in the situation. Oontinue to avail youreelf 
of all the BOurces -.d1ich help to make p\.bl1c op1nion. Onder all circumstance., 
remember Mr. ~ev1nt 8 past poliCies and take nothing for granted.. !he achieve
ment of :freedom comee only wi th struggle and vigilance. heedom vill not be 
wi abed. upon U8. nndest regards. 

AT: lIB 
!no, 



• 
Erlraordino.ry Conf'erence on Ierael 
Sponsored by the knerican Zion! at 'Dnergency Council 
on Tuesda;r. Jan:uary lB . 1949 
at the Park Sheraton Hotel 

Extracts from en .4ddres9 by 1m • ..u:mur S. EBAll, 

Israeli Delegate to the United Uations 

The attention of the Government of Israel Is entirely focused on the negotia

tions now proceeding with the Arab stat es. I srnel attaches vi tal importance to 

these ne&otations. It wishes ardently for their success. Despite the h1gb feel1n&s 

engendered by recent events , ell governments and their representatives are clearly 

called 'Upon to act and speak with the utmost rertratnt . All those who cherish the 

cause of Israel throUOlout the world will , I ted sure. do everything in their 

power to emulate that restr aint . 

The Governoent of Israel has co.!laistmtly upbeld the Tiew that the conclusion 

of a peace settlement must arise as a direct consequence of the relations bet1rge!l 

Israel and the Arab states . Accord.!!l&ly, lT8 gave our immediate and wholehearted 

assent to the resolution adopted by the Security Council on Bovember 16th calling 

for the negotiation of an armistice and l ooking toward the withdrawal and r eduction 

of armed lorces. Throughout the seasions of the Genoral As~EDbl.y in Paria, our 

delegation tmaeiously advocated the view that the points at issue between Israel 

and the Arab states could best respond to the processes of direct negotiation and 

should not be the subject of arbitrary solutions Lmpoaed from outside. 

In it. resolution adopted on December 11th, the General. !sseably called upon 

the parties concerned to extend the scope of the negotiations called for by the 

Security Council on Yovember 16th, and to negotiate a settlement of all the questions 

outstanding between thea. 

It is clear, therefore, that in negotinting on their differences under the 

anspices of the UnIted Hations, the Governments of Iarael end ~t are conforming 

with the clearly expressed will of the Internatlo!lBl. cor.m.un1ty. The verr act of 

negot\ation itself. irrespective of Its outC0lIl8. carl::. an important stage in the 

development of ""mal Arab-Jewish r elation.. Deeply as it cheri she. it. \" .. of 
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friendship with many great countries throughout the world, Israel must el'I'I'BY9 

regal"d as ODe of its major o'bjectivea the establishment of nei~borly relations 

with the immediate world in which it lives. OUr foreign policy has no" er.'b.r1ced. 

upon an 1cportant stage of its journey towards that objective. 

It was our very solicitude for the success of these n~otlatlon8 which 

lll'ompted us to ::-eact with such indignPltlon a&ainst certain activities of the 

United KiTl€ j'')M i1hlch created an artificial Illld U!ldeairable tension. OUr views 

on that episode have been communicated to the Security Council and to its 

individual members" It 18 not neceslal7 to repeat than here. Ie are content 

for the time being with the Judgment which the t70rld public opinion has passed 

on that episode. In particula:o, we are deeply appreciative of the energetic 

and constructive efforts of the United States Government to dimi~ish undesirable 

tensions and rancors which might have pl"ejudiced the progress of the armistice 

negotiations. It is to be hoped that all governments and peoples will continue 

to hold the success of those negotiation8 as a primary aim which nothing should 

be allowed to 1q>a-r .. The decision of the U!1ited Xi.n&dom to release the ref"Jg88s 

held in Cyprus is a significant contribution to\,ard the creation of a better 

atmosphere. It redresses a lon~st811d1ll& Wl"O!l8_ 

The efforta of the state of Israel to establi!h 1ta international position 

and reach an accord with its neighbors are by no means concluded. lIBlJ7 problEID8 

stUI lie ahead and many of them, no doubt, wi1l form the subject of keen con

troversy. Nothing has happened to encourage any relaxation of vigilance, and 

Iarael cl11 continue to have need of its frimds. Yet, at this immediate stage, 

it appears to me that a restrained and even reticent attitude on the part of all 

responsible opinion wo111d best conform with Israel1 a advnntage and with the cause 

of international peace. 

• • • 



PRE.SS RELEASE from AMERIC1N ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL , 
AsIf)d.J~tl Or,.,wIllU"u 

Ziown OfPDitatioa of America . Hadwah • Kiuach.i Organiutioa oJ America . Labor ZiOQuc Orga.nizatioa of Ameria.Po.lc Zion 
Uoi(ed ZionUl:$-RevUioaisl$ of Aroerica • HasboI:ner Haaair • Acbdut HavocJah..Poale Zioo (United la* Zioo.i!It Pury) 

:J42 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y . • MU 2·1160 

FOR I_lATE RELUSE 

lIATIOIlAL EXTllADRDlliAllY COIIFERElICE OF 80 JXWISH OllGAlIIUTIOllS DRAWS 

UP JOINT PROGRAlA OF ACTION TO SAFllGUA!!ll ISRAEJ, FBOII ANY .ATTEMPTS 

TO IllTERFERE WITH ITS "PUCE, PROGRESS AlID TEBRITORIAL STABILl!rY" 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER AIID .IilJBREY s. mAl! ADDRESS <00 COIIFEIl:!:lICE DELmATES 

liew York, January 19 - The extraordinary conference of 80 national Jewish 

organizations, called together at the invitation of the American Zionist Daergeney 

Council, unanimously resolved last night at its unprecedented session at the 

P8l"k Sheraton Hotel in Uew York City to sponsor a 'joint effort to draw ••• 

American public opinion to the need of sccuring Israel against any further 

attempts to interfere with the attainment of peace, progr~9St and territorial 

stability in the Middle Easton 

Pointing at the recent "unwarranted military activities" aimed against 

Israel. by the British Government, more tha."l 200 delegates from the lead.in&: Jewish 

organizations in this country expressed their "earnest ho.pe that all parties 

concerned mll r~rain from MY action that might threaten the territorial iJPo 

tegrity of Isra.el." 

The historic national conference, in .cich Jewish groups of all affiliations 

participated - - Zionist, non-Zionist, 80Cl&1, religious, fraternal and labor --

had been convoked by the American Zionist J!i:aergency Council for the purpose of 

formulating a united program of action to be undertaken by ADerican Jewry to 

cope with the current Anglo-Israeli crisis. The principal speakers at last 

nightt s session were Dr. Abba Hillel S1!.ver, head of the Council and chairman 

(more) 
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.... ot the American Section of the Jewish .Agency for Palestine, and Yr. Aubrey S. 

!ban. chief Israeli delegate to the United nations. 

The conference also expressed its e;ratitude to President Harry S. Truman 

and the United States Government "for the just and unequivocal p09~ tion taken 

by them in connection with recent :British moves in the W.ddle East." 

In his address, Dr. Abba. Hillel Silver took note of yesterday I s announcement 

from London that Jewish detainees on Cyprus would soon be permitted to leave for 

Israel " He termed this British decision as a "l7elcome, albeit very belated, 

step towards the- rectification of a wrong \"1h1ch never should have been committed 

in the first place. " 

liThe deportation of Jewish refugees and their internment on Cyprus t1B.S 

always illegal. Mr. Bevin 1n.~9ted on mainta.ining this policy even after the 

British Uandate for Palestine expired, when Jewish ~icration to Israel was not 

the concern of the British Government at all," Dr. Silve:r declared. 

The distinguished Zionist 1.eader then asked whether "this latest action of' 

Mr. Bevin's (was) due to t he rhing storm of protest against his entire Palestine 

policy which threatens his control over 'British foreign affairs, or may we be 

permitted the hope that it represents the first step in a new -- a sane and 

just -- policy?" 

AUbrey s. Ellen, Israel's young delegate to the U!lited. !rations. presented a 

review of recent events in the ~idtUe East D COJ!llJenting upon the recent peace 

efforts of the Jertish state, !Ar. Eba.."1. declared: "The Government of Israel has 

consistently u;pbeld the view that the conclusion of a peace settlement must arise 

as a direct consequence of the relations between Israel and the Arab states." 

"Throughout the s essions of the General Assembly in Paris. our delegation 

tenaciously advocated the view that the p c1nts at issue between Israel and the 

Arab states could best respond to the processes of direct negotiation and should 

not be the subject of arbitrB-...-y solutions il't!POsed from outside." he emphasized. 

(more) 
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"It 1s clear. therefore. that ~ n~tlating on their differences under the 

auspices of the united Nations , the Governments of Israel and ~t are confo::oming 

with the clMrly expressed will of the intemational coamunity. The ver¥ act of 

negotiation itself, irrespective of its outcome, marks an important stage in the 

development of normal Arab-Jewish relations. Deeply as it cherishes its ties of 

friendship with man)" great countries throughout the world, Israel must always 

regard as one of its maJor objectives the establishment of neighborly relations 

with the immediate T:Orld itl which it lives." Ilr. iban told the assembly. 

'1'he full text of the REt8o~utlons and tbe list of o:-ganizations participating 

in last night' 9 conference aft included on the following pages: 

#3'S1 - 1/19/49 
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RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED AX THE J:XTllAOBllIIIARY CONHiRIZiCE CON mIEn 

AX 'l'IIE HOTEL PAIIX SlfgBAT()N, IN DEiI !OBI CITY, JAIiUAl!Y 18, 1949, 

BY THE AMERICAN ZIOIlIST EImllGENCY COUliOlL 

1. The American Jewish organization!! mentioned "belovo representin« the 

vast maJority of American Jewry, were shocked by the unwarranted mtl1.tar,y activities 
-

of the ~r1t1sh Government on the borders of Israel. It i8 regrettable that these 

activities were responsible for the death 01 British pilots and tended to preJu-

dice the pacification efforts of the united BatioDs end the establiahment of 

friend17 relations between Israel end its neighbors. It 1s our earnest hope that 

there will be no further activi tie9 of this nature and that all parties concerned 

rill refrain from S117 actton that m1~t threaten the territorial integrity of 

Israel and the peaee of the Middle East~ 

2. The Jevlsh orga."liu.tioras mentioned below e.xpren their gmt! tude to 

the President and Government of the United States for the unequivocal position 

taken by- them in cot.nectlon vi th recent ltri tish moves in the Middle East. By its 

insistence that nothing be allowed to interfere with the azmistice negotiations at 

Bhod8s and that peace bet'lIIIeen larael and the Arab States must be baaed on mutual 

respect of their territories, the United States haa enhanced its position as the 

leader in the !1~t for peace and justice in the world. 

3. The Jewish organization. mentioned below send a message of eolidari t,. 

and encouragement to the people and the Govemment of Ierael. Israel can be as-

eured that in the just struggle to caintain ita independence and terri torial 

integrt tt, DO lee8 than in the effort to absorb and rebuild the 11v8a of all those 

to ",hom Israel offers the only h.)pe for a productive 11fe, and to consolidate the 

country on the basi s of peace, justice ani progreu, it will have the unfailing 

eupport of the Jewish community in America. 

(more) 
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4. 1he Jewish org8llizationa mentioned below call upon thei1" aftll1ated 

groUpS and upon the American Jew1eh community in general to continue their Joint 

efforts to draw tbe attention of American public opinion and of the leaders ot the 

American ;people to the need of securing IlIrnel against any further attempts to 

interfere with the attainmeut of peace, progress and terri to rial stabl11 ty in 

the Middle East. 

The following organizations accerted the inTi tatio!l ot the American 

Zionist Pmergenc7 Conncil to the Conference: 

Adbdut HaTodBh - Poele Zlo~ 
Agudaa Israel World vrggnlzatlon 
Agudo.s I6rael of Ar>ur:1 ca 
,A:ngrlcan COlmail of Jeva from .A.u~tr1a 
American Fedoaration for I.lthuaulan Jewa 
American Fed~r3.t1on of Je\o's from Central Jurope 
American Federation of Polish Jewa 
Ameri cen J eY1811 Conpl'E' 81 

American Jew1 Ell Ccng:-@ss - Vomen f 8 Di vilion 
Jmerlccm Pal~s:tlne Jeo.:iab r .. Pgion 
Jmerlc9D. Red M.>gen Dovid fOl" Palelltlne 
Antl-Det ama1.1on L~e&gIj,e - Biud B' r1 th 
Assembly of lie:'re ... Orthodox Babbia of America and Canada 
BBssarabian Federation of Arlerl can Jews 
Bfnai B' rUh 
lI'na1 BI nth Volten l s SUpreme Council 
B'na1 Zion 
Bri th Trumpeldor 
Central Sephardie Jewish Oommunity of America 
~ederated Council ot Palestine Institutions 
Yederatlon of Palestine Jews 
Pree Sonl of Israel 
Habonim 
Hadassah 
Bapoel B&mizrachi 
liaahomer Hadati 
Bai:!hc.lter Ratzair 
HechaJ.\\ tz 
Hiatr&.drut Ivrith 
Independent Order Bn th Abraham 
Ind81londent Ordsr Brith Sholom 
Intercol!eg1ate Z1cnist Federation of America 
Iarn'l! COl1lC' l .1.tion of America 
J8l-deh ~at!oL3.1 Ftu..r.d 
Jewish r:at.ion&1 Workers' Alliance 
Jewish War Veterans of the U.S. 
Jewish War Vet·erans - La.dies' Auxiliary 

("ore) 



Junior Hadassah 
Junior Nlzrachi 
Masada 
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Mizrach1 Organization of America 
Mizracb.l Women's Organiz.ation 
National Association of J~sh Center Workers 
National Committee for Labor Israel 
N'at1onal Council of JewiBh WOlDen 
Rational Council of" YOtlng Israel 
National Federation of Hebrew Teachers 
Nattonall'ederation of Jewlsh Menls Clubs o:f the United 

'"'- S1tlRgOgue of .America 
National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods 
National federation of Temple Youth 
N aU onal J ewi sh Welfare .Board 
National Women's League of Un! ted Synagogue of America 
Palestine Economic Oorpo.ratlon 
Palestine Foundation Fund 
Pl~eer Women1s Organization 
Poale Zion - Labor Zionist Organization of America 
Progressive Order of the West 
hbbtnical Assembly- of }..merica 
Rabbinical Oonnell of kerica 
SephardJ.c Brotherllood of .America 
Synagogue Coun~11 of Ame.rica 
Union of American Rebre'W Congregat1ons 
Union of Orthodox Jetdah Congregations 
Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations - Women's :Branch 
Union of Orthodox Ral>b1& 
Union of Seobardie Cong~gatlon8 
Unit cd Gali ci an Jews of Ameri ca 
Uni ted Galician Jews of America - WOlDen I B Division. 
United Hungarian Jews of America 
United :Rot.:lDJUlian Jews of America 
Uni ted Synagog'<le of America 
United Zionists - Revisionists 
Women' 8 League for Palestine 
Youn« Judeea 
Zloni,t Organization of America 



= (]I DR. SILVER'S AlJDBESS AT TIm EXTBAORDII!AI!Y COlll'EBEliCE 
CO •• = liT THE AltERICAli ZIONIST EMEI!GlliCY COQllCIL 

IS BD{ YORl, JABUABY IB, 1949 

The political lituation in relation to the State ot lerael haa been and 
11 very fluid. It cha..llcee frequently. unexpectedly. and we naturally Wit 

adJust our,.l .... , to theee changes and variations. It 18 good statesmanship 
to do just that. Thae, for example, todQ':You and I read in tbe preae the 
announcement which wat made in the Hou.e of Commone to the effect that the 
JeWish dat.-.ineea On Cyprus, .of whom there are, I understand, aome 11,000. are 
nov free to 80 to l.~el a. quickly ae the state ot Israel CaD supply trans
portntion. Ve have, aa you know, for many Montha oarried on a moat vigorous 
and determined cupalgu to attein thi. very obJective. British :rore1.gn Sec
retary Bevinls announcement Is e welcome, albeit very belated, .tap toward 
rectification of a wrong whicb neTer .houl! bav. been committed in the first 
place. 

We welcome thb lU1lIouncemeot for the .ake of the •• thcuaand.a of men 
and women and children wbo bave been lanculabinc under terrible trlbulatlco8 
00 Cyprus theae a&DT .ooth" and we are t.aPP7 indeed tbat the, w11l now find 
the Menucha and the »achala in. the !.a.nd of their ~a, of their prB.7ere, and 
of their devotion.. .A. great d.eal. ho\.e.,er. yet rema1ne to be done by Gl"eat 
Brita1.n.whicb in the last year or two, through what I regard .a a sborts!gbted 
and blundering pollcy on the part of Mr. Bevill, baa been perhapa our most 
detennined opponent in the United Nat~oDa. 

I don't know that it w11l meet the neede of the situation to review the 
whole bi,tory of the Britisb attitude, althoush hiatory 18 .,er" often a guide. 
It certainly is a 188110D that shou.ld not be llght17 ignored. UDder:Mr .. :Bt;.vin 
the Government ot Great Britain has opposed nearly every solution for the 
e.ttlement ot the Palestine dispute other than tbat which Mr. Bevin waa de
termined upon. 

When the President of the United Statea proposed that the doors of Pal
estine be opened for 100,000 of our refuge.e, Great Britain ; 7,Poaed 1t. 
Great Britain had its way until the Jewish Stat. its.lt, 07 it, own action, 
opened the doore of Palestine and in a very ohort period of time admitted 
over 100,000 into the country. 

Great Brit.lI-ln oppo •• d the Aztglo-J.merican recocoaend.ationa. aUho\l8h they 
4id not propos. the establis~ent of an independent Jevi.h State. She opposed 
it, although Mr. BeTin had prOtlised. that if the report were agreed. to UJlaJli
DOUBly, Great Britain would back it" 

When, at the reQ,tteat of Great Brita.in, the United lations waa seized of 
the problem and appointed a committee to 2ake a new '~~df of the situation 
and bring in a recommendatio~ fo~ the aat tlement of the Palestine problem, 
and the UNSCOP report vas 8u~itted to t ee United Nations, Mr. Bevinta Gov
ernment again v101entll resiated the rpcommendatian. 
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When the United Nations. a year ago l.at November, adopted the UNSCOP 
report as it waa 8ub8equent~ revised and amended, Great Britain dld ever,y
th1ng in her power to sabotage the implementation of that report. And in 
March of laat year she succeeded, with the cooperetion of 8~e of our own 
government officiale in the State Department to bring abnut a revereal of 
policy and the convocation of another AS8dmbly ~h~8e purpose waa to nullify 
the November de01s10n and to put 1n ~ta Rlace a scheme for a new trusteeship 
over Palestine. 

When on May' 14, the Jeviah people at Palestine proclaimed the eetabUsh
ment of the State of Israel. and Within a few months after that proclamation, 
the Government of the United States gave recognltion to that Statal Bevin'e 
Government ~eter~1~ed to ~do ~hat historic act. and before long va bad the 
horrib!a spectacl~ of s British-trained. Britlah-commanded, British-financed, 
British-armed Arab Legion fighting in the ancient and sacred City of Jerusalem, 
destroying Jewish housea of worship, killing, wounding, in an effort to avert 
the establishment of the state of Israel. In addi~ioD. Mr. Bevin's Government 
directly or indirectly enoouraged the neighbori~ ~ab Stat.s to invade Pal
estine and to launch a concerted attaCk upon the new~ established State. 

When theae Arab armias, some· of thell financed. all o~ thea encouraged 
by the British Government, failed to destroy the State of Israel and to d·lve 
the Israeli into the Mediterranean, when, in fact, the invading armies were 
beginning to receive their first crushing blows, vhich final~ completely dis
comtitted and routed them, 1t was the Bevin Go~ernment t~ eought to restrain 
the fighting prowess of Ierael by all kinde of maneuvers calculated not to 
eutablish peace in Palestine but to keep the State of Iaraal from achieving 
ult1mata victory. 

And when finally the magnificent forces of Israel in recent weeks 
carried out their amaziDg caDlp81&n in the Negev and fairly shattered the 
Egyptian forces and were about to clear the N~ev of all hostile armies, 
it was then tr.at Mr. Bevin. realizing that he was unable to achieve hie 
objectives by using Arab armies to fight for him, determined to maneuver 
tor direct military intervention on the part 01 the British Empire. British 
troops were despatched to Tranajordan. A defunct treaty with Egypt which 
the Egyptian Government had denounced and deolared null and void,and the 
unfortunate incident of the abooting down of four or five British-~11oted 
planes over the battlefields of the southern Negev. wera seized upon as ex
cuses to announce that Great :Britain is p~pared to arm the Arab Statas 80 
as to encourage them to carryon their war ~a1nst Israel.. This, on the eve 
of the promising armistice n~otlations between the State of Israel and sev
eral of the Arab Statel. 

Mr. Bevin a180 80u&ht to have our own Government underwrite this Dew 
policy of unilateral British intervention in the liear Eaet. J'ortunately, 
the President of the United States in unmistakable terma aaid no. Fortu
nate~, our Government deoided no longer to be involved in theae desperate 
adventures of Mr. Bevin whioh are motivated by nO ooncern for the welfare 
of the Arabs. and certainly by no concern for the welfare of the Israeli. 
but ptlrely and simply by .. hat be regards as the imperial interests of Great 
Britain. And the refusal of our Gover~ent to go along muat have been 
couched in such clear and unmistakable term. ae to have brought abo1lt 
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1llt_tlonl of • 8ube1;attt1al ahift in the whole BrUle atf,1twle tovarda 
tbe Government ot I.rael~ 

!be lat.H", report. which have been 011 the air rue afternoon are that 
the GonrDaen't of Great Brita1n 1_ prepared. to adopt a new line, tbat it 1a 
prepared aOOD &ad rather qalckly to e1.1 4. tacto recOCD1tlon to lafte1. 
and that, pneral.l1 -peaking, Great Britain 18 prspared to inaQgUrate a new 
pollq, and 'ba\ i~ baa no\Uied n. daa101o.,1 and tbe Jlnob Skte. of 'hi. 
intention. I~ that. 11 10, then we vi.ll hail U with the greatest of aaUa
faction. Cor qoarr.l baa n.ve~ bee., ~ith G~eat Jri'a1n or ~th tha Jritiah 
people. I recall the "17 fint U .• that I had OOO&IiOD to apeak before the 
Unlte4 Battone. 1 took oceaeloD to point. out that OUZ ooDtroveraT 1. not with 
the people of Great :BrltllL1Dl. for vhoIl the Jew1th people hal al~. bad the 
highest regard. a people vh1cb in tbe palt . '.,idlneed. tille a.D1 again an 
UQ4.~tand1Dg for \be Just claime of \he J~.h people, a peop1. tbat ~. 
in the put retponl1ble for the hau.1zt« of t ,he BaHoUl' Declaration. Our 
quarrel has been and 18 with a Yroag-mInde4 &overDDeot. wl~h a falae, ruth-
1e •• , almost ~nall1. poll.,.. It 11 $be _.n.eDt ... 1to pollei •• 
~hich w fought. _ thl ........ .,t ~ •• 1" pollOi" and adoph an 
attItude of Jutloe to brael aDd oooperaUon Yith hrael 1.D Ita taBka of 
eotabli.h1Dg n .. l! foaalq .. a f_ .... 0nHie!> peop1. 1a ito anoaotnl 
home lt our quarrela with Great Brih,ln ,,111 OOlle to aD eztd. 

However, aDd I ap.1D repeat tb1. word of oautlon, nothiDg concrete bu 
al 78t been done. ezoept tor tbe proal •• of \be rele ••• of ~ detainee. on 
CTPrua. who never 8houl4 have Hen d.etalD84 111 the tlnt place, to d_OD.
strate a real cbaDge of attitude on tbe part of the :Brit1ab Government. AD4 
until tbat cbaDge takee place. aDl we hope t.ba.t it wll1 take p~ace aoou. it. 
is the part of viedom to remain aob111led, to re.a1n alerted. to rema.iD. 
critical and anatJtlcal. Dot only to ..-It the 4evelopeent of event. but to 
keep the pre .. ure on until the event a 40 t .. place tbat we wish to take 
pla.ce. 

IIa¥ I ram11ld 70\1 tbat .ver7~h1Dg d han achi.ved 10 tbe la.t fift .... 
.ontha va. achieved by Jewi.h lahor and Jewiah effort and Jewish sacrifice •• 
The United Nationa did Dot e.tabliab the Jewlab State. The Jewisb armie. 
estabUshed tbe Jewiah Stat... The UDited nation. did not open the gates of 
Palestine for the vast st.reAm: of 1a:icratiOll whicb 1. now pouring into the 
cou..ntl'7. The State of Israel, backed by t.he a.rmlea at Ierael. opened. tbe 
doon of Pale.U.ne. EYeryth:1ng that baa been aohleved over than and bere 
and which 18 nov be1Dg achieved in LondoD 1a being achieved a. the result of 
the tremendou.. pre •• woe. wo'rk, detel'llinatlon of the Jewish people here and. 
all QTer the world.. 

The road 1. ,tll1 veq l-o.ng. Tbe State of Iarael 18 not ,.at • 1MbIiber 
ot the United Nationa. !'he State of Iarael hal not yet received caplete 
recocnitlon by our own Goverml8llt.. The State of brael hal Dot let received 
,hat loan ~ch hal been p~m1s.d and for which the Stat. hal b .... '0 p..,.r
fullJ' wa1t1Dc thea. veeb and montbe. There 11 no aJ'lDletlce .a yet, In Pal
.atiDe. inUli" are .till on the borden of Israel. The frontlert of 
Israel have not yet been defined and eltabUshed. The future of the CltT 
of Jerusalem has not let been determiLed. MOlt ot tLe grave preble,ma, po
litical u well .a economic. "_In to be .olved, and nothiDC cou.ld be so 
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fatal, 80 lethal. to the future of the State of Ierael and to the futUre of 
the Jews throughout the world, than an attitude of relaxation upon which our 
enemies fondly count. 

,And so, while the Bituation tonight 18 considerably improved over the 
situation f ive d~o ago when I sent that urgent call to you to come -- and 
I hope that the improvement will conU . .nue to be a& rapid from here on - I 
am haPW that )fDU U8 here 90 that you can receive from me this word of 
caution which I hope y~ yill transmit to the members of TOur great organi
zatIons, that the great work o£ defending the State of Israel politically. 
the great work of achieving ultimate peace for Israel, remains to be done a 

Therefore, all our friends must be marshalled and kept informed, our friends 
in government, our friends in Congress, our Christian friends, the press, 
all the molders of public opinion, the Chrlatlan clergy of the United States, 
all of the foroea ~hlch have so magnificently stood by us throughout our 
struggles in recent years, To thja day Mr. Bevin has found very little 
comfort in the Amerioan press for his actions of the last two ~eks. Not 
only did he find no comfort. but he ~ound the most thoroUBh-golng denunci
atiOn. The Gover.cment of Great Britain must give a verrattenttve ear to 
American public opinion, whlch i s reflected in the American Government, 
which in turn is reflected in that Amerioan &14 upon which G~at :Britain 
depends today for its very survival. 


	ms0763.004.003.target
	ms0763.004.003



