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AVUKAHE DISCUSSIONS,
No, 2
What is the Jewish Problem?

The various difficulties of the Jewish situation which collectively conssitir 2
the Jewish problem erise out of the abnormal situation of the Jews throughovt +k.
werid, While many individual Jows msy,; to a greater or lesser degree, fit
themselves into their enviromment, the Jewish group as a whole is in e unique

-and unhealthy position and does not fit into the world emvironment,
Wherein does the abnormality of the Jewish positjon lie?
1, The Jews have an abnormal economic structure. In every country there

is necessarily a large majority of farmers and industrial workers (both in the

basic and in the secondary industries) and a decreasing number of craftsmen,

tradesmen, professionals and financiers. Among the Jews this proportion does not

obtain, The very large majority of Jews is in the middle class, most of them being

merchants, storekeepers and professionals, There arc fewer craftsmen, and what

Jewish laborers there are will be found in the lighter industries (gemerally in

the finishing processes) such as the needle industries. There are hardly any

Jews in the basic heavy industries and in .t’u.rm:'mg..1
This curious occupational distribution of the Jows is of dourse possible only

tecause they are scattered over many countries in no one of which do they form

a mejority which has to bear the economy of the country., The direct cause of

thiz distribution, however, vas o series of historical conditions snd events which

forced the Jews into these particular occupationel fields, 2

24 The Jetre_aro a minority everywhere, having no territory of their om,

Thay are scattered over practically the whole world and while almost all of

them are concentrated in a fow large arcas (United Stotesy Eastern Europe; Central
Lurope) they aro but o minority even in their groatest centers.® In no plece do
+hyy oven have complete internal autonomy (recont developments in Palestine and

Tuscia will be treated in Discussions 6 and 7).
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The causes which led the Jews to scatter in this way and which preserved then
g1 a distinct people, a distinet soeinl entity, even under these conditions, are
ssein the historical conditions in which the Jewish people has developed. 4

X emews ¥ meew &

These two abnormalities of the Jewish position lie at the root of the complex

o7 Jawish problems, Chief among these problems ares

1. Antisemftism: Antisemitism arises from the conditions of economic competi-

tion between Jews and non-Jews and from the minority status of the Jews, socially
and culturally, in each country. O This is the primary manifestation of the Jewish
problem, Its effect is great not only on the ability of the Jews to mke- a living
but also on the whole life, social and cultural, of the individual Jew, 8

2. Boonomic discrimination, Economically, the position of the Jews is very

weak, They constitute & minority in every economic group. In every occupation
Jews compete with non=Jews., In this competition the non=Jews naturally make use
of the fact that the Jews are a natiopal minority, thus evolving a national
corpetition.T (with the use of such instruments as antisemitiem) especially in
thouse occupations in which the Jews form o relatively large minority.

3. The exceptional economie difficulties of the Jews, such as can be seen most

clearly in Polemd.e With the development of existing capitalist economy in the
vazious countries the lower middle class is necessarily restricted and forced to
tao wall, This requires an internal adjustment in each country, with many indie
vifuils passing from middle-class occupations to industrial labor, The large

ma jorlty of Jews is to be found in this class and for the Jews, therefore, this
comstitubtes & major problem, The problem is made irmeasurably more difficult by

t.ae Pact that the Jews are hardly able to pass into industrial labor. The minority

gsatas of the Jewish people and the discrimination which has grovn around it make

i, proctically impossible for large numbers of Jews to find work in new fields,®
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Tacy are thus erushed between growing monopoly capitalism on the one hand and
Larriers of economic discrimination on the other.

%, Politicnl persecutions Politically, the position of the Jews is excephio~

olly weak, As a minority group they can alwnys be used as political scapegost ard
grouo antagonism (antisenﬁtism)lgcnn alvoys be pleyed up for the politicel expeddors
tyrod some party or institution. They are doubly weak in that they have no center
of their own. Other nations also have minorities in foreigncgountries, but the Jews
are the only people who are everywhere a national minority and who have no
sovereign power which could act to protect them, and no territorial center into
which_‘bhoy can’dsenpe whon there is no altemtiw.u Thoy are therefore, as o whole
group, at the mercy of local dovelopments everywhere, subject to opp yession,
discrimination, and the difficultics of rcpeated emigro.ti.on.lz

5. Lack of Self-determination, Sociclly, tho Jows are depondent., They have

no government, or even complete internmel autonomy, and so camnot develop their
ovn socinlepoliticel forms and ideas, An outsider might ask "How do wo know these
social~political forms would be worth dovoloping?™ But we are not dealing here
witan questions #f value, We arc merely trying to discover what are the roamifie
cations of the Jewish probloms The "worth"™ of the culture can be discussed laters
the obstacles to it arc a matter of fact. Without regard to tho gquestion of wvalucs,
thercfore, the inability of Jowish culturc to oxpress itsclf in its socinl-politieal
forns, constttutes a problem, a difficulty.

As to the general question whether sociaol-political autanomy for all peoples
18 dcsirable in the first place, it must be noted that this is a practical rather
thon a theoretieal question, Theorotically in o definitive world socioty, group
“ndopendence ("liberty") should give way to umificd participation in the world order.
In the present social struggle, however, it is o stop forward to obtain this sociale
political autonomy ("self-dctormination") for every people, and progressive

niovoments of all colors support sclf-determination for all pcoplos.ls Lack of



&0

soif-determination for the Jews is thus part of the Jewish problenm,

Ce Psychological Difficulticss From the point of view cof the effect of tris
sonosTel situation upon the Jew himsel?, secondery psychological ill effects arc
nnticeable, Tn his article "Back to Ourselves", MNax Brod writes:

"The Jewish people live under ebnormal conditicns, in an enviroa-
mr% alien from the national point of wviews Wherever national domains border
aocn cne encther each neighbor is constantly awnre of the bad rathor than of the
good gualities of the other. And if they do rccognize merit in each other thot
almost arouses only envy. A peripheral rnlaiﬁ‘.uhah!:p 1f
the destiny of Jewxry to lond & wholly and exclusivoly peripheral existonce; it
posasesses only the periphery, wﬂ:hno wiﬁoﬂﬂ -:mlmi Hence tho good qualities
of the peripheral consciousnoss -!ﬂlsellaﬁ, mab, Wloﬁm, undorstanding
of foreign types end mannors, ste, « have boen overcultivated, and in their
oxcassive manifestation beeome faults, mlile'bhe permanent criticism to which

s hatred, It is

Jow=y and overy individual Jow is cxposed gave rise to @iffidenmee, the typieally
Jewish self-hatred, inferiorify complaxzes over-compensated by hysterical aggrose-
sivonoss, epiritwal Luftmenschentun and the corrclotive phenomenon of family and
helr sertiment = tho ontire infornal gam#t of The ovor-stimulated temporamont _
£in%inz en outlet under tho influence of fear and meerteinty or self-rightecusnoss.
et theugh wo recognize all those national faults,we may yet cstablish thot as

ar ex%ity Jewry has conducted itself better than any othor people ia so perilous

e situation, one which for centuries throctonod total destruction,

%6 cone home to an uncemplicated Jewlsh world from an alien milieu where
azsimi:oation ever lures but nover is realized, whore overy nerve is therefore
eubjocted to the electrifying irritetion of constant unsatisfaction; to become
Ly thiz means a uscful mmit in the structure of humanity = that, in my view,

58 th> esscnco of Zionisnm,"
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7, Cultwral restriction, Culturally, the Jows are cverywhore an islaac,

ffhen they had their own enviromment (in ancient times in Palostine), they wese

the bearors of ome of the very greatest cultural developments in history, 1%

Since thoy scattered into distinct Jewish commumities thore havo’ boenrro®fman
environments of Jowish culturc. In every place it is sccondary, lost in the sec

of tho surrounding culture which has behind it the powor of numbers and insfitae
tions, We will not argue here agrinst culturnl pluralisn, against the aiventoges
of participating uoth in the gencral locel eulturc and in the eulture of a
particular social-cultural group to m one may belong. Tho point is mersly
that that group culture is restricted and crippled by lock of some center of its
ovn, Evon under existing conditions Jows have mnintained and doveloped (as a
rosult of the conditions of thoir existence) & culture of grest interost and valve,

2 All this, howover, is barely a

the effect of which may be secon at many pnin'hr.l
promise of what would take ploce in a Jowish onvironment proper in o land where

Jows would not be the minority groupalS

* - * pre— s

This is the Jewish problem, These are the chief conditions which muct be
romoved from the Jowish situation: The wnhealthy character of these conditions
is oovious both per so and in the social diseases which they breed, such as
otisemitism, the use of the Jows as a scapogoat in the rise of faseism and the
crippling of Jowish cultural dovelopment, From the analysis of the problem we can

novr gtrike at the solution,
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S2e Discussion 3, For the occupaticns of dews throughout the worid sece
Arthuwr Ruppin, The Jews in the Madern Vorid (1934) £o J1X, 132, 135, wIT7e
140~168, 178, Lestehinsky in +he Honorah Journcl XX {1§322) no, 2, gives the

following figures for occupaticus of Jows 'l:hrnw_,ho.z‘ +ke swoirld:

- e— e e

Commerne (including Sranapovi:, entortainmenmt, Pooiiation 7

"'m».a.e a!ad br\- W) e * ® & o B e 0 -130,30\.: 3"9-1
Industry (including hordicrafta o « 5 « o » 5. 700,000 564
Profossiors and Civil Sofwize . o + v o =« & 15000,0C0 (p=
Agricultire .......'j.,.....,. 6330{}3 4,0
Miscellancous Z!.nbaa'. R § e BPE g0 Bl

Unoceupied {inslvding met&m 2

w@. gﬁﬁv,,_' q.' 0 bt T WL Ba Rl i) ) 3‘4090,9‘:'0 1-2‘-7

cwier Rusciny; for %he

These figures ia:nclwie the ::wly zmow..sea Jors r}:?
rest of the world the wnpartm in i‘nﬁhmﬁw ond sgrisuliure would be smeller,

8 ané Ins.ihvsieons (Ea‘bima.. dongicch

>

. of dewish Saslety.

Program: The Jows as.a.Croup) p. 15«18, 192i;

Sec Ruppin, Jews in the Foder: World ps 26-2%%7. The following are %he countries

of lorgest Jewish populabion (85t counting Palosfing).

1. United States 4,500,000 .
2. Poland 3,050,000 16,2
3« Russia 2,760,000 14.5
b+ Gormeony 650,000 0.9
6. Hungary : 500,000 5.3
7. Czechoslovakia 360,000 Ze
8, Great Britain-N, Ireland 330,000 07
9. irgentine 240,000 sl
10, &mﬁria_ - 250,000 545
Palestine 400,000 3040

See the Developmont of Jewish Society p. 14-17,
See Discussion 4,

See Ruppin, Jews in the Modern World p. 243-258,
See Mordecal Zuckermon

Sec Discussion 8,
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4 is quite true that this problem of finding new fields of employment is the
oroblem of the whole middle=class, not specifically of the Jews, It is also
true thot on Tthe industrial labor market there is less discrimination against
the Jews as o notional minority than there is in other ficlds., This
discrimination along national lines will be found rather in the white-collar
and bourgeois levels, At the some time it is an undonisble fact thot the
Jews do have incomparably greater difficulty in moving from middle-closs to
proletarict than have the non-Jows (efs the condition in Polend). This is
partly due to the faet that when thoy do turn to industriel labor they trwn
largely to o few limited finishing-productions, and parfly to the fact that
some industriel fields are traditiomally and completely closed to them and
that in thot sense national aznrinﬂwhimms oxist in tho labor market,
Inevitably in "democratic" society as we lmow it, there will alvays be polite
ical groups that can gain from such fomenting of anti-Jewish foeling, This
is all the more true of o standing fascist govermment. See also Discussion 4,
Thus whon scores of thousands of rofugees, who had no alternative but to flee
Nozi Germany, had no country to which thoy belonged, no country to which they
could turn as a mattor of course, = excopt Palestine which was not free to do
all it desired = not only were the other coumtries not duty-bound to take the
Jews, but they could not cven be provailed upon by the League of Nations to
give them any sufficient haven,

Cf. the developmont of national cultures and of local self-determination in
Russia on the part of the Soviet governmment,

See Development of Joewish Society p. 8-13,
See Development of Jowish Society p. 22-25, 28«29,

Sce Discussion 7 on the way this works out in Palestine,
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AVUKAERE DISCUSSIOGNS
Noa. 5,

Solutions To The Jewish Problem,

A number of attempts have been made to solve the Jewish problem, that is,
to correct the basic abnormalities which lie &t its root. We will first consider
the immediate solutions. Solutions which presuppose a social revolution will be
invesgtigated in Discussion 6. ' Zionism will be taken up in Discussion 7.

The proposed solutions to the Jewish problem, outside of Zionism, can be
Benerally grouped as follows:

I, Assimilation, i.e, the complete disappearance of the Jews, as a group,
into the surrownding population, so that the Jewish group will mo longer exists
This complete assimilation is not o be confused with adaptation of the Jew, as
an individual, to his environment, without loss of identity., Such adaptation is
of course taking place all the time and is quite differemt from essimilation,

A, This solution is unrealistic in assuming that the Jews would ime

mdiat'ely agsimilate if they could., Obviously, the Jews as a whole group are not
trying, i.e. do not “want", te disappear¢l-' The inner cohesive force of the group
culture, superstructure* properly so called, is a continuing operating factor

in the history of the Jews and its "isolating" force cannot be disregarded,

We need not detail here how that superstructure a'rqse% and we cannot say that it
would continue to operate if changed conditions should long militate against it
But it should be clear that this group-association and group~superstructurelis

a real factor in the lives of the loarge numbers of Jews. Thus the Jews have not

‘assimileted as a groupreven at times when 3t wac possible and when great pressure
- -

e 5 M A =y *

* The word !superstructure! ig imtentionally used in these discussions as &
technical term to denote the whole psychological and cultural make-up that is de=
veloped in a proup in the course of its life and within the conditions of its
growth, The term fculture! might also be used in this sense, as it is used in
anthropological literature, but it would be subjoct to constant confusion with
Youlture! in its narrower end more everyday sense.

D=5
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was brought to bear upon them (as in the religious persecutions of the Middle Ages,
when baptism was a complete escapeﬁ Individuals, of course, can and do assirie
late, but that has no bearing on the group as a whole%

B. Assimilation is impossible, even if the Jews wanted it, even if

there were no intermal cohesive factor, It is impossible because of an extermal
factor, antisemitism, W have seen that antisemitism has ite roots in the very
nature of the society sbout ms and cannot disappwf Quite the contrary, it will
probably become more ncute in the countries of Jewish concentration, The Jews,
obviously, camnot assimilate into the socicty sbout them as long ns antisemitisnm
contimues. They would mot be accepted into the emviromment and would not have the
opportunity to lose their identity in it, cven if they themselves were to try :~
thoir baa‘b? This point, that Mﬁmﬂ&l continue as long as present so=-
ciety comtinues, is oconclusive, and for this reason all talk of assimilation into
the present society is idles .

(Furthermore, assimilction of the Jews into the various people among
whom they live is not in itgelf an ideal, There are some who consider it a
theoretically desirable step, as part of the fdenl of an eventual single world
society., But the two shq_jld mot be confused. That eventual ideal is an
amalgamotion of all peoplos and is based on a disappearance of states. Assimilotion
of the Jews however would be merely the absorption of o small group by numerically
and politically more powerful ones. It would mean the loss of one particular
culture but not of a political unit; it would not be even a step toword the
evontual union of existing states for that is o development of an entirely dif=-
forent order and presupposes entirely different (political) conditim!)

II, Occupational Redistribution. We have seen that the Jewish difficulties

arise from two basic abnormnlities: the narrow economic base of the Jewish people

(principally cormercial and professional) and their lack of a territory (minority
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s‘ba'!:us)g Attempts have been made to remedy the Pirst by training Jews %o bscomo
workers in the heavy industrics and frmra? These hove failed, on the whole;
certainly they have not made any considercble change in the Jewish cconomic sch-
up. #4nd they are bound to fail, fors

A, Occupctional redistribution is uwnrealistice The Jows cannot bo

gotten to do this on n national senlc, For this requires a wide=-spread descent on
the cconomic ladder, o step down to lower stondards of living and lower intel-
lectual levels (af lcast an abandonmont of many intellectual msuits)}o The
individual psychological rooriontation whieh this imvolves ean be cxpocted only as
part of & great creative movoment with bread socinl objectives and wide politicals
cultural sweep ard with a strong hold on the imaginction of the poople.

There is no room for o mass of new fmrmers ond workers rocruwited from the Jowish

.ble within prescnt socioty,

middle classe There is pormanent umemploymont in all countries in which Jows
r;esme = a nocess ary result of the developmont of capitalism, oven outside the
present groat deprcsaion}l It is out of the questdon for cny country to ubsorb
lorge numbers of new farmers and workerse. OFf coursc, the impoverishment of the
lower middlc class should forec large numbers of Jows out of their present occupoe
tions. Those Jews will not, hafmmr, Lecome proﬁﬁctivizod to any great extent,
because they will be wnable to find jobs, 4 large part of them will fall outside
the economy of the country, in what is knovn as the Lumpenproletariat, as has
heppened, in fact, in Poland,

IIT. Territorial Concontrotion. Abtempts ot o fuller solution arc those

which have been made ot various times, usunlly by philanthropic agoncics, to
transplant masses of Jows from lands of persccubtion to undoveloped cowntries where
they might live in a group and develop an cconomic ond cultural center of their

-



"owmi? This should theoretically corrcet bovh Jewish chnormalitles: a Jowlzh
economic area should be built only by having a aormal propertion of farmere wril
workers; and it would also afford tho Jows cartain opportunities of group acting
to the extent that, in that area, they would not be & minority group. Bowevor:

A, Territorial Cohcontration is impossible beecause there is cotually

no area in the civilized world where such o concentrotion of Jows could be effected,

By Territorial Comcembration (Ezhside of Palestine) is wnrcnlistic.

It demonds grect veluntary changes on fhe part of the ind:.viduai Jows, It makos

-

tremendoua demands mthnmmmdui;rwbinn‘bﬂ some _f'

lond far from

civilization, lowering of standards of li‘ﬁms- gnd change of occupation to farm-
ing or industrial labor, All this is possible only as pert of a groat mass movo=

ment, It must find form and expression in a basic group idealjy it must cssumo
psychologieal "cultural" value among the people; 1t must bo comnceted with the
intimeto culture of the group. Unloss it con dnterprot itself this woy to the
people it will not gain their cooperctions For this renson the now torritory must
promise sufficient autonomy to .'g%j-.vo tho Jows indopgmdonce in their social,

political and cultural forms. For this resson also tho choice of territory must
arise out of the conditions of Jewish history, o limitation which leaves Palostine
as the only possibility, Torritorial_canom:); as such can apply only to
refugees from persecution, who must flco anywhere at all, and it is for them that

it is usually proposcd, a¥blough’éven so it doos not succeeds® From Argentine, -
where mony East-Buropean Jows werc secttled ot the twrn of tho century, a large part
roturncd to Europe as soon as they could, many others who had settled thore lof%
agriculturelifor business, and only & small number now remain on the forms. ¥ Terrie
torialism has no meaning and no promisc for the people as o whole; it gives noithor
independence nor autonomy and it does not satisfy the traditional cultural necds

of fthe group, The Jows as & group cannct be made to accept it.

* ——— = - *



In this list of solutions, it has been foumd tha% cvery course proposcd is bo'l
unrealistic, in demanding that dews act in ways vhich nocifher astual corditions nou
their ovm tradition will cause thom to adopt, and impossiblo in actunl peactice ia

tho world as we lmow it now.

NOTES
Piscussion b.

1, I.o. there is no active nation-wido movement to assimilate (in this sende of
group disappearance). ,

2.. Soe Development of Jewish Society and Institutions (Nationmal /wulnh Progrom:
Jews as o Group) ps 9-14, -58—1-":;; . N

3. It is disputod whethor the Jews could have assimilated as & whole group during
the Middlo Ages if they had dosired, d.c. if thoy would have boon accepted by
the community around them. The only definite fact is that they did not dis=-
appears The conditions of dovelopment of the group determined its preservoe
tion. Quite certainly, howewer, thore werc times when masses of Jews could
have disappeared and did, i.ce when the offective operotion of the inner
cohesive force of Jewish superstructure could be clearly scen.

4, There aore only very small groups.of Jews vho reclly consider the assimilation
of the Bews in the socicty around us as o desircble thing. Thoe large numbers
of Jews obviously do not, as wos scon in the text, The individunls who waxmk!

T %7 to see assimilation of the Jews are probably to be found in two chief groups:
among the very woalthy (to whom suc¢h bonds to & minority group are especially
irksome) and among students (to whom assimilation scoms to be an ideal liquida=
tion of the Jowish problem).

5, See Discussion 3,

6. Yo better example is necded than Germany whore the Jews were most nearly
adapted to their country, where a large number had actually = to all intonts

D=65§
4 - 36
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ond 'pur"poaea- - aés:‘.miiu:bed, and where the Jew:;.sh"jpopulution as & whole runee
sidered itsclf completely German, Only the Germans apparently didn't - or
could be made not to.

The difforence between the absorption of o culture and the wnion or
omalgamation of states is immediantely apparent. The old argument, "We have so
mony nations alrcady, and they make so much trouble; why build a now notion"
is therefore doubly fallacious: (o) It is not nations; it is politieal states
that make the trouble, How difforent is the case with nations may be seen
from the foct that Russia is scdulously developing the nationalitics within
its borders (imoluding the Jowish natiomality, seo Discussion 6); (b) The
attempts to create a notional cemtor for the Jews are not "building o now
nabion", The dJewish poople cxists and conbtinuos to exist; the guestion is not
how to rovive it but how to reetify its abnormalitics,

- See Discussion 2. -

- Cfe The Jowish agricultural colonies in soubhern New Jorsey (N rma, cte),

the recent discussions of ocoupntional redistribution at the National Confer-

ence in Economic Status of Jows in Anerica in Notes and News of the Bureau of

dJewish Social Research, No, 22, June 29,21934, and at the National Conferense

of Jewish Socinl Servies in the Jewish Socifl Sorvice Quarterly =i, 1,
Sepbormber 1934,"

This does not apply te ogricultural and industrial lifc in Palestine because of
specicl conditions obbtaining there, seec The Jsnuilmh Pragram "Culture in
Palestine, -

This is especially truc because Jowish population is cecntered in the more
highly developed and industrial countries, in which permonent industrial
wemployment is greatest, -

Cfe Tho Baron de Hirsch colonization of Jows in the Argentine at the close of

the last century. -
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411l Social Revolution solya the Jdowish Problem,

To determine whother social revolubion is a sufficient solution for the
Jewish problem wo should cttompt to deeide:
I, ¥Will Social Revolution of itself solve the Jewish problem?
II. Can the problem wait for the rovolution?

- Py * — *

_tho Jowish Prm_ Aftor social

I, Fill Socigg?yolubion of itgol: &
revolubion there will still romnin tho two possibl
and (B) national-cultural rohabilitation, ‘

A, 1ill the Jews assimilato (ﬁsﬁpm ts o gmuﬁ after soecial rovo-
lution? e do not have the daba upon which to give o definite amswer; tho effect

{.L) assimilation

of soeial revolubion is in meny rospeets an mllmawn qm:rbi‘by. Some indication of
whot would probebly happen nay, hmm, bn deri‘vué ﬁ'mn detailed cnalysis and
from the example of Russiz, Mtiam:l;;.am would in'!::tm 'disnppcar, making cssind.

lation possible ond many individuals would in fact £ind full expression in the work
of socinl reconstruction and so lose nll need of their own patioral-culturcl groups

The internal cohesive force of superstructwre* would, -however, remain, if only by
lag, and the group as o wholec would rotnin and -ﬂgi‘blop its superstructure of
cultural background and tradition, This will hnpéan (2) beeause of the genernl
national-cultural revivals which follow in the wake of popular secicl changel (b)
becouse the government will be encoursging netional culturcs and utilizing Shem %o
carry %o the people the new idens of sociclizations In the course of produchivizas=

tion of the Jows (most of whom will have boen of the middle=closs) mony individuals

Sai —

L e . __' * - -“" .‘i‘:—'

*The word superstructure is intenticnally nsed 4n thoso discussions s a technical
torm to denote tho whole psychslogiecsl and cwltural make-up that is developed in o
group in the course of Its 1ife and withir tho conditions of its growths The torm
eiturs might clso bo uscd in thir sorzs, o8 i is used in anthropolagioal
lizervbure, buat it would bo szubjoct to constont confusion with Teulture! in its
nerrorer And more overydoy sonsc,



would no doubt assimilate and censc to be Jews, as they pass from Jewish occupas .
tions to those more typicnl of the society asboubt them, This would be especially
true of thosc who pass into industrial labor, Those who pass into agriculture
would, however, do so in groups, with o dofinite tendency to territorial concen=
traﬂm& and would so retain their identity as Jows. Furthermore, an exceptionally
large part of the Jewish population would find its ploce in the white—collar work
in the government bureaus and in the profosaiona? the result would be that the Jews
vould still have a differcnt cconomic (oaiug;ntiml) structure than the surround-
ing population, This could not of lcourse roise my economie preblems, for even
though their proportions in the various cocupations would be different, neverthe-
less, by the noture of the society, thoy would be as productive ns any other group;
: 4% lays the basis for o

but coupled with the continuing Jewish supor: _
continued cxistonce of the Jewish group. All this has indeod happered in Rusaine
Assimilation cannot therefore be taken here imbo sonsideration. It is,
besides, really an evasion, mot @ solution, It does not solve the question of how
the dJdewish people can have that same free opportunity for developments, individually
socially and culturally, that the rewolution ws.for all groupa-z
Bs Since we camnot operate clearly with assimilation, what is the
state of the Jewish problem affer social rewvolution? .There is no longer any
economic problem for cconomic competition and growup ﬁiscrinﬂmtion should no longer
exist, It becomes directly and clearly o problem of group=cultural development,
For all those immediate opportunities and specific measures which would then arisec
for the rchobilitation of the broad popular culfure of the majority poople and of
its loanded ond concentrated minorities, would not be applicable to the scattored
Jewish poople, This problem can be solved in only one way, by giving the Jows
a dofinite torritorial center, onc in which the Jews could create their omm
environment and which would function as o cultural (superstructure) center for

those Jows who remain outside of it. Hussia cctunlly came to this point when,

Dw6
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after cttempts-at local Jewish autonomies, it announced plans for a territorial

. concentration of Jews and for o Jewish Ropublic, in Biro-Bidjan in Siboria§ -
Russia has thus basically accepted the position outlined in these discussions |
(which is the Z4onist position, best formulated by Borochov, about 1900) that the
problem of the Jews as a people can be solved only by crcating o mass territorial
center for the Jewsd Thero must hove boen good reason for such a territorial
concentration of the Jews in Russia, since the Russion government found it necessory
completely Yo change its position on the Jewish guestion and to take up the very
type of solution which Zionism had been prenching.

(Before the Russian revolubion the Commumist position was that the social
revolution, by abolishing am-uamiﬁm, would swtomatieally climinate the Jewish
problems The problem, however, did not liquidate itsclf in this manner, and the
Russion government has since tried vorious solutions, occupational redistribubion,
local autononwg end finally the Biro-Bidjan plan, Social revolution thorefore

does not in itself solve the Jewish question, but it removes nost of Jowish dis-
abilities and brings out sharply the gquestion: how give the Jewish group an equal
opportunity for development. Russic has finally come to face this quostion,)

And yet the Jews are nhot going to Biro-Bid;]nn.m Why? Because the great
sacrifices involved in bu¥lding'mp the new country com only be expected of the Jows
as part of o mass nationaleculturnl novemont, Tho workers of Russia today
cheerfully accept privations and scerifices when nece®sary, because it is all part
of a great social-cultural movement, a rebuilding in which they are toking part.
Such mass movements can only aire in and through the superstructure, the national-
culture, the group idens and aspirations of a people'}l Russia has realized this very
elearly when it attempts to reach each of its many notional groups through the

forms of their ovm nationel cultures, when it inteorprets the new social idecs ¢

to ench in its own terms, But Biro-Bidjan nmeans nothing in Jewish notionnl-culture.
In other words the territorinlism of Biro=Bidjan fails becausec it docs not thoke
into account the very Jewish superstructure for the development of which it is

ostensibly crected,
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We moy now csk: Sinco Russic was able to Zo ns far cs this, and since i wos
willing to change its position on the Jewish guostion when necessoary, why did it
stop ot this point? Why did it not trcat the Jowlsh question as it did other
notional cultures, l.e, in torms of its own superstructure? The answer is.-clear:
Russin was restrictod by the political limitations of the Russion revalution,
Russia could not moke Palestine the Jewish Conter Lecause Palestine was outside
of its jurisdiction, When it finolly recognized the need for o Jowish center, it
"had to £ind such o center within its bowundries. |

Furthermore, this whole devolopment -is & pragnatic_anc.. The Russion governe
‘problem-of the-Jows of the world,.but with tho problom of the Jews of Russin, . —
For themr it-thought: thot Biro-Bidjen might suffice;.it could-do no more without -

- .going beyond-its boundries, Tho bistoricel limitations-of Biro-Bidjan are ‘essen~ -
tially therefore the limitations of the Russian revolution, the limitations of

"socialism in one cmmtr_v"'}z It falls down beeause ono camnot solve tho problem of
8oy, Russian Jews, in a vacuum, apart from the gemeral problem of the Jews of

the world, Insofar os there is amy connootion befweon Jows of various countries
the Jewish center by definifion is the cal_l_,._ter. for all Jewss the very lack which
it comes to £ill is the laock of ‘o world. aﬂﬁtgr.

II. Coan the Jowish Problom vnit ‘for Sccinl Rovolution? It hos becn scen

that social revolubtion will not of itsdlf solve the Jowish question, but that the
question will still have to be solved after the revolution, There is no question,
however, that socinl reorganization simplifics the problem s scen above. Some
might therefore ask: Why not wndt for tho socinl rewolution and then turm to
o;alvizg the--Jewish problem? There are reacsons vy tho problem connot woit, why
its solution must be begun pow, before socianl revolubion:

Aes 48 for the revolutionary struggle, the Jows as 2o group camnot

actively participete in it. Tho large mojority ore- in middlomon finldsm ond are
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thus removed fron. any real opportunity to help in the strugglos Evon the Jowish
proletariat and those who nake common cause with them are of limited wvalue here
because of their status of o mincrity growp and one towoard which there is con-
siderable amtegonism, Therefore, whilc Jews must of coursc take part in social
novenents in the countries in which they live, the Jowish group as such cannot
take any real part in the revolutionary struggle witil it is itself productivized
and devolops a conter of its ovm where it will not bo a minority.

Be In the event of a revolution a. wery large part of the Jewish
population, boing middleman, would be declasseds The tasks of bringing them 1i-
prodwctive occupations would be extromely &m&t (sinco they are so removed
from farming ond industrial lcbor) and would ccoasion wibold sufferings ALL this
has actually oceurod in Russin, Ag many Jows ns possible should therefore be
productivized before the rewvolution, and that can only be done by taking them out

of their present lands into @ ncw territory which will be developed by then.

Ce Bub these guestions while importamt, cre sccdomics In terms of coe
tual reanlities there is no quostion hore, = Social pevolution in most countries is
not o thing of the irmediate fuburc, and this is espoeislly ‘true in fmerica.

The Jewish problem, hoightened @s it is by the contradictions of fascism aud semie
foseism, connot waiti? Inm faet, it hos rnot waited, Thore is a tremendous pressure
of mmdreds of thousands of Jows who mmet emigrate from the countries in which they
lives These Jews are going no matter vhat we moy say herc, 4ind they are going
to Pnlestine beccausc thaot is whore many of then wnnt to go and that is the ploce
which, during the last £ifty yoars, othor Jews, who saw shoad, hod propareds’

The Zionist solution is now in process, and tho completion of its program is
o motter of the immedicte future, Zlonism is not a parlor philosophy. It is a
movement which has alrecdy boen of eruecial importonce in resouing many victims of
of fascism ns well as in doveloping and normalizing the Jewish groupe



8‘.

The Zionist movement arosc the cnd of the last certuwry not as the result of
ony one porsccution but in answor to the whole gysten of Jowrish opprossion-.ls In
building o new Jowish center in Paleostine iv has crested o uroad basc of farmors
and workers, It productivized large nasscs of Jdews not only those who are in
Palestino now, but also mony riore who cre prenaring to go there and work,

Zionism is thus porforming for the Jows what amounts o the Pirst step in social
revolubion. It is itsclf, in its offoet upon Jows cverywhore, and in its
actunlization in Palestine, a revolutionary movoment, bearing the cconomic ideals

of social change, It can fairly domand tie support of all who Gesire socicl change

and who wish to see it in tho Jewish people,
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In the case of Russia therc was o groot prowth of popular Zionist sentiment
and activity immodiatoly afttor the Bovolution, which was eradioated by florce
by tho governwent whon it decidod that Zlonmism was to be opposods Sce
“vrchan Yarmolinsky, Jows ond othep National ¥inoritics in Soviot Russiay . =
Marie Syrkin, " Zionism in Sovict Rusqg;uﬂz.n Jowich Frm‘"" r Doce, 1935,
Thus tho Tenbh Purar Gmm of mw aommit&@nsty (1921) passed
resolubions x'eéognh.{n; +that of tho 140 ﬂﬁion Eeople 1‘!1 Russiz' 85 miklion
were not Groot Russinna, and Miﬁg‘ﬁhﬁ‘wm the Ws‘b fovernnont
had reatrictaa their eﬂ;l:urnl developmont md had maa ammuoua attompts
to Russify them, the Cormumist govermmont would do guite the opposites

Specifically the Communist porby would holp fhose notional groups (a) develop
their own Soviet systom, strengthening it#n tho form suited to their mationd
peculiaritios and conditioms; (b) develop tﬁéir native languoge and institue

tions, thoir loeal povornments to consist of thoir o¥m pooplo, famdiliar with

the 1life and psychologion of the loeal population; ote.-Sovict ‘Russia, October
1921, p. 161=164, Tho snmo article mntfqns the Jows ns o racial-nntional
minority, Lator Soviet staboments and publications stross theso develop=
monts, 6.8., the establishmont of sechool systens for each of the many
minority notionalities "oach of them especially adjustod to meet the partice
ular noeds of tho wvariocus types of children™ (Sovict Union Reviow, Moy 1530,

Pe 77), or the osteblishmont of national theatrc-systoms oven in the most
baelorard of the nationalitics: "There cre altogethor 45 national theatres,
in which 33 distinet langungos are reprosented" (ibid, Junc 1932, p. 128),

See olso note 7 below,



4,

be'’

6a

e,

From the very beginning "A strong ecampnign was made (by the Jowish Cormise
scriat in Soviet Russia) %o convort the Jovdsh small middloman imbo a land

workery With the full cooperation of Lha goveroment, which supplied $imber,
otos, land commmes were fownded in soveral districts of Russia, whore land

was sct aside for this purpose” (Sovics Russin,Octe 1921, p, 169)s "Tho

settlement of the Jowish populstion on the land in compact groups mode Dosel

sible the Jowish administrotive regions, Kalinindorf, cte®, {(Sovict Union

Review, Junc 1932, p, 134), Note that throughout tho systom is that of
Jewish group settloments,

It would be most natural for large mubers of Jows to go imbo this work, which
is ncarest to what thoy had been doing, and for which thoy had bocome os=-
pecially fitteds OFf the three million Jews in.hsﬁa some 500,000 arc clerks
and professionals (the nurbers vary oceording to the understanding of the
terms), Seo Leostschinsky, "Why BirosBidjan", Jewish Frontier, Fob, 1936,

*"In W¥hite Ruseia, qcmmmw in 811 departments of
the govermnment, 2,030, or near!y ono=third, arc Jows®, (inna Louise Strong,
The First Time in History, pe 374). It may or may not be indicative that
"ibout 50% of nll the Jewish students in the R,S.FS.R. are taking industpdal
and tochnical courses (tho ‘lottor imeludes much whitowgollar work), the

next lorgest mwiber are specinlizing in warious branches of economics, next
in medicine, and the smnllest percentage in agricultura® (Soviet Union Review,
July~-iugust 1930, p. 127)

Sce the notes obove. The fuct thet it happenod in Russin does nolf mean that
it need happen everywhere clsc, However, in all gountries which have large
Jewish population the situation is analogous in its ogsentials, In all ;
these lands the Jews arc very largely oconcentrnted in the lower middle oln.sa,.
very little ropresented in the hoavy industrics, and almost cbmpletelyl absent
from forming, The attitude toward minority groyps wouléd also have to be
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essentially the same as in Russia, though in few countries would it constituboe
80 imporbant e problems

"Soviet Russie has from the very beginning encouraged the self'-determination
of the verious nationalities within her borders, In the 'Declaration of the
Rights of the Working end Exploitoed People! issued by the very first Congross
of Soviets that met after the Bolsheviks had scized powsy, it was dedlored
that %the Russian Republic is Yo be founded on the bagis of & free wnion

of free peoples as a federation of ﬁm‘t&t mt:!.oml republics!y The conception
of the Soviet policy as a wlm allim ﬁf pﬁoplu, each possessing a

more or less u.ntmus ﬁa]ﬁ.:bﬂ.cml maﬂ;aﬁ@nﬁ, ﬁ.a tha. miﬁ winciple of Soviet
statecraft., Soviet Runm hﬁs w& ad; wury sbep saﬂ;f-ﬂn‘berminatiun of

nationalities: whamar pas*ﬁﬂﬁe m ore encow ."_ d to form their
ovm tovm and village and eVen emtry sov:la'bs; whara 811 business is transe
acted in their ovm la.nguage {.&vrlhp.m Mwﬂml@, um and Other National
Minorities in Soviet Russin, Pe 149). See no{:e 5 abare.

See Marie Syridn, "Zionisn m--,s_qyiat Russie, Sew;,g Frontier, Dec, 1935, ps 19,

On the local Jewish nu'boixbmies- "In lins with tho gemz:al Soviet policy of
political and cultural autommy for national ninoritias, special Jewish Seviets
are established wherever the Jewish coloniés ara lnrge enough, or where the

Jews sre a majority of the populetion,” (3ov1e1s Union Review, Febe. 1930, pe24).

At¥present there are some 15,000 Jews in Biro-Bidjon, slthough organized and
officially promotied immigration there Legan over six years ago. (Soviet Union

Review, Jan, 1931, p. 22; ibid,, Feb, 1936, p, 24; Jacod Lestschinsky, "ihy

Biro-Bidjan" , Jewish Frontier, Feb, 1938),

The difference between "socinlecultural® in speaking of the Russian workers

and "naAtionalecultural® in speaking of nass movements in genmeral is intentional,
Properly every mass rmovement of this Idnd is national-cultural in form, ioe.

it necessarily operates through the national-cultural forms in which the people-
heve developeds In the case of tho majority people this comes of its own
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accord, so that it is tho aocecial content vhich reeeives practically all the
attention, In the case of minority peoples (who are inecidentally much more
conscious of their national differences) it has to be borne in mind that their
ovm mass moverments will be in terms of their group-culture, not the group-

culture of their environment,

12, Moshe Farmansky, "Communist Misconceptions™, Hashoner Haotzair, Feb, 1936.

13,
14,

15,

16,

It should be clear that what Russic was trying %o do was to form a nationale
cultural centor for the Jews of Rusgia, which is all very propers The trouble
is thet such a mpi; out qfthuqmutm, !hara can be no "nationalecultural
center™ for only one “cﬁion of o n&tj.ml-eulml groupe The center has to
apply to the whole group for it is for that specific purpose, group development,
that it is formed, Russia particlly realized that whon it opened Birc-Bidjen
to Jews from outside of Russic. . However, Biro-Bidjan carmot fulfill the
conditions of a group cenber, because it hes nothing to do with the superstruce
ture, the national culture of the groups

See Discussions 2 and 3, "

Se# Discussion S,

See *Short History of Zionmism by Shoshammo H. Sankowsly in the National Awuiah
Program (No. 2).

See note 15 nbove and Discussion 7.
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Zioxndsm as the Sclution to the Jewish Problen,

It has beon seen that:
1, The present situntion of the Jews constitubes a serious problem, and
2 » The problem arises chicfly from tho abnormal econordc distribution of the Jews
{as middle-men and professionals) znd from their minority status everywhore os &
completely non-territorial people. Thus they are the oppressed minority of the
very lower middle cloass which, with the dmlopm of capitalist economy, is itself
being pauperized end ,eli'zz-.inated.l > A .

It is cloar that & solusic mﬁ 5,“:I
as will correct these nbnurmliﬁaé
of these two disebilities and of ‘E}u wﬁs :esﬁtinz from
The proposed solutions = uau:b:ﬁlntian, accﬂputionui mmrﬂiﬁhution and terri-

g’ﬂv- _'-.- @-ﬁhﬁt it must be such

Iamm nan he w@, by its ciimination
hom (anbisomitisn, lack

“t'

of socinl-political gqirﬂ :_‘_'
torial concentration - have beenmev:l;qmat and-'all .’ha-ra been found incdequate for
the Jewish problen and definitely it:possible in the world os we lmow it norr.z

The consideration of the Jm!}.sh problem oliminwbss all these proposals ond

leads necessarily to one solubﬂ.on- Z‘iaﬁm, the mcma'-aent to establish in Palestine
an aubtonomous Jewish center (I"ﬁom_anu"){ wherc masses of Jews ray be corcentrateds
That only such a territorial ﬁ_Sﬁésﬁtration r:oﬁl&-”éﬂzﬁor the needs, hns heen seen
from Disofesions 2-ond. 0, 'Buh why speeifically Palestine?

I« Becausc there is no other vlucc. Short of inaccessible areas faor from

civilization to which no one would go, there is actunlly no place where mass settle=
ment of the Jews could be effected, coertainly none where Jews could hove any measure
of self-determination and group frce'lon.s (The one experiment of Biro=-Bidjan is
discuseed in Discussion 6 and in the material appended to it,) In Palestine it

can be done and indeed is already now far along the road to campletiog.

II. Because Palestine is the one place to which the Jews will go, Opportunity

for group development (follemys, ™ culture") is one of the very deficiencies which
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constitute the Jewish problem, one of the wery things which a complete solution
must cffer; Zionism is & consequenco of the fact that Palestine is an integral
part of Jdewish supers’bructure' and thot the very Jews who will be actively intos=
ested in solving Their problem, the very Jews who will go and suffer hardships %o
build the new cenmter, are the ones to whom these syrbols (Palestine as "homo!)
ere real and whon only Palesbine will draw,% The rehabilitation of a people must
proceed from the economic and mt:.anal-tdﬁi’#mﬂl forces of that people itself; it is
sociologically unrealistic bo map oub its m«m;;w reforence to the bosie
elemerts in its history and ,greaolﬂi ﬁﬁemhs.‘ﬁ 'Erzl, founder of the Zionist
Organization, did nok Heve Palostise in mind when ke formedthe organisstion, bub
as soon &s the Orgm:&umcam;m Wﬁﬂﬂamm of Jews, the very
ones for whom it was intended, there wms no question leﬁ? To the people Zionism
moant Palestine only, and whan offers qf. other ferritorics wero publicly made,
at a time when it wes impossible %o rcach Palestime, they were cdefinitively turned
down by the people thamselves'f hhnve ‘seen above Lhot tho tagk of building a
new Jewish cermter makes supreme demands upon 1113175.&11&159 These individusliy-.
the pioneers in the movement, will make ghe sacrifices only as part of a sociale
cultural revival which vill give méaning to their lives and to their sacrifice,.
For tho Jews such & rovival is intindbely bound up with Palestinel

III, Becsuse the Jewish cenmer in Pnlestine already exists. Various historical

conditions in recent years, coupled with the conditions of Jewish superstructure

* - * o —— S

* The word‘\superstructure is intentionally used in these discussions os & tcehnical
term $o denobe thie whole psychological and culturel make-up that is developed in n
group 12 the course of its life cnd within the conditions of its growths The
tern'colterd might alsc be used in this sense, as it is used in anthropological
1iterasvre, but 1t would be subject to constant confusion with Yeulture! in its
narrower and more everydoy senso.
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have brought about, first the smnll beginnings of Jewish settlement in Pnlestino
and thon a great Jewlsh immigration and national reconstruction thors%o Nothing
can be more important in this whole discussion than that Zionism is already going
or and has already shown many of the dosired results,

This mony-sided explanation of the reason for Zionism as the solution has
its historical analog in the several different points of view from which Zionism

actually arose, as a reaction to the hoi g Jewish provlen, To some it meant

tion, rafsing the politieal status of Jows

. 25! e

throughout the world; to somo (ﬁﬁnﬁ-mﬁj it vos the opportunity to cemtralize and
worlds h‘*}ers (Borochov) it

much neoded political self-dctermin

A

strengthen Jewish culture for the Jows of the w

was the opportunity bo straigten out a warped sconomic 3" , to become once

more o people of productive workers and formers; to others oagain (Herzl) it meant

an end o the socinlly maladjusted-1ife of the Dingpora (Jewish dispersion) giving
the Jews an opportunity to live @ full free rounds@ life like sxyone nlse, withoub
antisenitism and without the gﬁ‘si:bo; and to some now 'fthe recent upper=class
converts to Zionism) it is an mmnmhla.;md inmeviteble refuge for Jews who are
forced out of their comxbr-i?a’._ But to the lorge number of Jows who swept into 1%
and made it the mass movement of the Jews t-amu it yos o positive remction %o
their situntion, on answor which included a1l of these expectetions, more consoious=-
Iy reclizedt or less, but one which was to erase once and for all their abnormali-
ties and difficulties, It wns for this rcason, bocause Zionism was so definitely

o masg reaction to their problerms (espeeianlly as thesc problems were ncconbuated
after the fall of the ghetto), that Zionism is so intimately bound up with social
fdealism and economic objeetives. Both together, without a conscious differembiation,

is what the people needed,
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Thot this solution exactly fits the conditions of the problem is irmodiately
obvious:

1, In crecting an independont society Zionism must ercate for it the same
broad base of farmers and workers thot cny other country has. This has actually
“been faking place and large numbers of Jews have been productivized in Palestinei?

2 « Zionism creates a territorial contor for the Jews so that they will cease
to be, as = group, g nﬂ.nority peoples m Jewish minorities will exist in
the various cotm‘br:l._qss of the mﬁtﬁd, &‘mb&wp as Mll not be so much

s

at the merey of loohlaiuc “Lﬁ’ ne ”h peraec ."':: '. -9 M& ﬁmt mere ‘theorys

Were en autonomous .iﬂﬂ;ﬁh
1n Garmany the sitnatbic voukd
with scores of t}wm :
to gos Palestine would h...“vé"oéﬂ‘udﬁﬁ a’ ﬂ"ént‘ pmsuinﬁd fﬁ‘ﬁigratiom, scttling them
in the country as they cam.ﬁﬁs% is, ﬁth Vc:lua‘baor funds and with a British
Government which not only dié m haip but aoimlly I!inderaf, Zionism has settled
in Folestine alnost half of bhe Jes who fled GoFrany S (70f-of the German rofugees
who are settled and allowed ¥a stay in their new homes are in Palestine), while
at the same time taldng in afvan»mm-a imrigrents fwmi?ole.nd and other countrios where
the qu can no longer live, . .

3« Zionism gives the opportunity for socicl and political self-determination,
In those beginnings which have already been made, without governmental powers
and without govermmental aid, we see already the cdefinite outlines of new social
forms. The New Palestine is alroady one of the great social experiments of our
age. Tne Fistadrwt = (proportionately perhaps the strongest and most solid labor
union in the world) and the Kibbutz (collective settlement) movement are among

the most interosting and inherently wvalid socicl developments in the world.
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(¥hy Jewish Palestine has developed, and necess arily must develop,.in this way, is
shown in Discussions 14 and 15,) It nust be remembored thet the more general
goevernmentel aspects of political economy cannot develop cs yet in Palestine becumse
the country is under an external British governnment,

Zionism is then the indicated solution, snd above nll, it is already in process,
Every one of the changes which we found the Jewish group %o need is now taking place
in Palestine, o

Only one doubt may now arises ed fﬁi&ﬁdﬁwmm does Zionism
have any obstacles 'l!tﬂ.ch yill p‘evaﬂ'b E‘bu meur &m It m axy concomitant
bipat in the M‘flawing discussions.

evils which invalidate 367 This we uni

b e ORI

HOTE: The purpose here has been $o show that step by step & consideration of the
Jewish problem leads to an aéceépbance of The Zionist solubion and o e recognition
of the need of & mass Jewish cenmber in Pa lestine, The place of such a program
for the Jewish people as a grow is clear (it being clear that we heve not yet
discussed what should or npceaanrily shall be ‘&hs character.of such a center,

its cconomic snd social structure, ctec., These questions are talen up in later
Discussions), -

But a person may now ask: ihat is the isdividunl and persomal effedt of all this
upon those Jews who do not go to Palestine? In what way does Zionis:&neoeaanﬂ as
it is for the group as a whole, effect their probloms? This opens the way %o a
very important discussion, for which the reader is referred to the Preface to this

series of Avukah Discussions.
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Discussion 7,

See Discussions 2 and 3.

_2. -See Discussion 5,

Se

4,

Se

7e

8.
9

Note the limitations of territorialism in Discussion 5. Even in the chief

‘territorial experiments (e.ge Argembine) and in the various colonizational

attempts (esge the Now Jersey colonies: Woodbine, Normas, etc) there was mo
large mass settlement and mo autonomy '§r=-gxy§a1 group=freedoms _
Once the center is built it will serve for W‘Uh& come not out of desire,
not out of the force of s -,;_‘; but aﬁtof persecution and economic

nsceasi.ty. If the early Zionists had not hid. the foundetions and built a large

'3ewléh cormunity, the Polish and German w would not have been able Ho

find a haven in Palestine,
Cf, the difficulty of Biro-Bidjam, in Discussion 6.
See Short History of Ziondsm by,Shoshayma s Sankowsky (Netionsl ivukeh Program,

No, 2)s Herzl himself, changed after he came o know the Jews of Russin and
realized the power of superstructure, ﬁf Jewish culture and tradition, upon tke
ETOUDe

Note chiefly the refusal of Uganda, though it wms offerod as an escape to +¥he

vietims of Russian pogroms, See the Short History of Zicnism sbove, Instruce

tive is the decline of the frgentine colonies: In the Jewish colonies: in
farming, 17,8003 non-farming 8,8000, In the cities 2,300 Jews, This represents

the Beron de Firsch millionse. (Digest of Events, Jewish Statistieal Bureaw,

Feb, 21’ 1935).
See Discussions 5 and 6,

This is seen very clearly in the "idealism" of the Halutzim (ploncers) : -
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11, zionien is by fa

T

‘espocially of tho scoond and third alfyot (immicration). Nocessarily this
national-cultural idenlism is morely arotlier facet of social "idealism"

- which nccegsarily charcetorizos the whole Ealubz novement, the same porscnal
sacrifice and socinl icealisnm which charnctur?zes thosc peonle in every corutry
who give all thoar lives to £ig'r for socinl changc.

10. Sce Sankowsky, Skori Ifistory of ZisdSm.

over 1,216,000 o $ox in order to wvote,

12 For all facts ¢

Hoticns, It is inmar'bjnl: %o N o0ga ¥ 10 como o Palostine do not

stay on refusge 'rblia:h’il in many

Fy <

their ovm or on -Zioniat._:ﬂéfn, o b A “’)h::‘
g &

14 Sec especially the iwuimh Pala/;tm ﬁ;gsnm s\ Higtadrut,

couatries hab are scttlod &ither on

-

(7]



AVUKAT DISCUSSIONS. - N
HO. 10‘

Does Zionism Functicn &t ihe BExpense of the Archs?

The charge has been made against Zionism: It may be the solution of the J;dh
problem, but does it not fumetion at the exponse of the existing Jirdb population
in Palestine? Some have even said that Z.onism wes Jewish inperiaslism, that it
intended to take Palestine amwuy from che Arsbs,

I. Is Zionism Jewish Imperialisn?

in imperialist country obtains contrel over other lands in order to exploit
thes for its ovm interests. These colﬁés"rﬁhxnsually of dirwt economic value,
5 or %M&o them. The im:enaliat comtry

needed to protect the other

gets the nost it cen owh of the. cclany, i&m&w of mﬁgpent of &he cdlony

is entirely determined by the type wwoﬁﬁgm&amcw can best make
from it. Normally the colory is bgt very s ally (remaining a
customer of the home comrl:ry) s concen'bra..tad on &.le one. or 'lm: products (which
incidentally means thet the comt:;r is Ocmomiﬁllg'%ne-paided and so economically

and politically dependent, with e low atan&rd ng’ iiviug and of wages (in the inter-

est of the home employers who use eolonial labnr), i'here are also special cases
with different conditions; %hare are é&loﬁfha- ﬁo which, 'Eh; overflow of inhabitents
from the home comrbry goes ©o me, but mtheae ars kept (as long as they are
really colonies ) pelatively tm&evelopod a.ﬁd?cahomieally dependent upon the homs
country.

Zionism presents & fundamentally different situetion, The whole matfer of
"home country" does not exist. There is no place outside Palestine to which
profits from Palestine can go., It is not the colony of any Jewish centerg FPalestiine
13 itself acting as the "home country" of the Jews® The Jews who go into it to live
must necossarily develop and industrialize it, not for its usefulness to any other
center but as the only land they have,

While the essential gifferences of spproach and of necesscry program between

Zionism and imperialism could be multiplied® this will suffice to show that Zionism
Dald 4«80
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is specifically not imperialistic. As to the question whether Zionism does not
intend o take Palestine away from the irabs, Lhal can be dismissed os unrealistic
and verging on the absurd, AMAny ideo of the expulsion of the Arab population frast
Palestine is fantastic:? The Arab population i3 there end behind 3t is & sso of
Arab peoples, Zionism, even if it s» desired, conld rever involve itgelf ina
struggle with the whole frab aren by trying to expel Lrobs from Palestine into the
fireb countries sbout it, Fwrthermore it is not part of the Zionist program and
in no sense is it mecessary to its sucmss, The aim of Zionism ds an autonomous
mags Jewish center; there is nothing in. that which required the expulsion of Arabs
or the creation of amy particular 'larpe of "ms'ﬁl Once the miss Jewish center is

created, Zionism off

: : jic government in Palestine
representing all the inhabitnaiﬂ of the aawrbxw,i m& ﬁam& 4t all Zionisn would
pmiamaew .. 8 8. 8 & 8 0 &8  TEEEE

But the objection has beon raised: zionis'm..nhy' not be iechmically imperialist,
but does it not mevertheless injure tho Arabs? I}ges not Zionisn aftor all funetion
at the expensc of the frabs?

II, Does Zionism injure the @_r__ﬁﬁb masses? .

This is in port a questien of fact. Wcrtlma'bely 1}i‘§judic'e and argument have
played so large a part here that Pact has boen lost) sight of and there is no suthor-
ity which all alike will accepbs

On the whole it is quite impossibio to deny that Jewish immigration o Palostine
has brought distinet economic benefits to the Arab masses, Thile this is not the
place to bring stetistics and detailed information® the following three facts will
suffice to show the situntion:

Ay Toges of unorganized Arab workers in Palestine are now four to six
times what they were before the coming of Jewish immigration, while Arsb labor

9
organiged by the Histadrut commands cven better wages;

—_— = -
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B. There being nced for more workers than Palestine has (bectusc the
imnigration of Jewish workers is limited by the British government]) and the wage
level there being higher thon enywhere clse in the Arcb world, tons of thousands of

:':fufabs from neighboring lands have come into Palestine to find works® In fact, they
3 tend to lowor the prevailing woge lovel so that Prlestinian Jjrob workers have had
to organize against thom;

C, When the landovmer leaders.of the fArab nationalist movement in

Palostine asked the drcbs of Trensjordan to bar their lond toddews, the Transjordan

perous with Jowish money, to ask thom o W{ewa, but that they in Transjorden
soodod thomt Thore is now some diffioulty betwcon the ranldng British officer

in Transjordan who wants to keop the Jows out cnd the Tremsjordan frobs who wont

them to come in,

However, the ultimate guostion is not Y'he‘!:hor it _hrs brought cconomic bonefits
to the Arcb masses, Impericlism ands faseisn may olsg be so monaged os to bring
cortain benefits to the populatien - though perhaps not to the exbent of these
benefits., Certainly o large part of the &rch population of Palestine is against
Zionismlz Groups of frab workers and farmers which htive como in closcr contact
with Jewish workers have estnb&liahcd peace and fitiendship],‘s but the masses regard
Zionism ns their cnory., Is not thot covidence that Zionisn injurcs the Arab masses?

e must see D, what is the rcason for this opposition of the Arcbs to Zionism
in spite of the benefits it brings 'bhc;m, and E, what is the rcal effoct of Zionisn
upon the Arcbs,

De The opposition of the Arabs to Zionism is purely the product of
propaganda and instigation on the part of the Arab leaders ond on the part of the
British government, (1) It is no mew thing in history that a ruling class, through

its political or clerical spokesmnn, should instigate the people to & course
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-contrary to their own interest. It happoned frequently in the Middle iges; it
happens when wars are declared; it happens in faseisn; it hoppens evcryvmerez‘é
Arab Palestine is a foudal country. Theo loand is niostly in the possossion of a few
hereditary families, Tho poasontesorfs canmob read and are completcly wnder the
influence of their feudal lords and the religious loaders. To these groups, &s we
shall sec bolow, Zionisn is the ultimote foe with whom they cannot make peace, and
the whole forco of Arab feudal socicty and religious orgenization (the power of
which cannot be gauged) hos been dircctéd &o crcate this notional antagonism, The
anti=-Zionist "iArcb nationclist movement" of P&leﬁﬁne ig in no sonsc a people's
movement nor does it hove a peoplofs pregre.m. Iﬁ is led and momoged aubocratically
by landovmers and religious leaders; its prngrm insof'ar as it hns any program is
merely anti-Zionis;'!E__,_,w.ﬁ}hpufb a single séeid or popular demand, ond its purpose
and function within Arab society is obvious. (2) To this rust be added the other
necessary foc'of Zionism: British imperialism dn Palesbine, In Discussion 11 it
will be scen that there is an inmevitable and basie combradiction of interest
betweer Zionism and British imperialism, The British govermment in Palestine does
its very considerable best to halt Ziomismy $o develop nmbi-Zionist ontagonism @
among the Arabs for this aﬂd*}s Furthormore, in addition to this special reason, it
is in goemeral the policy of imperinlism to "iﬂi'qfidﬁ and rulc", By keeping the
firabs fighting the Jews Enpland's hold on'Palestine is so much the stronger, In
the last analysis, one thing has kept the drab peasants and the Jewish workers
(including farmers) and professionals from joining egninst England - and that is
the antagonism between Arabs and Jews. It is for this reason that England supports
the Arab religious leaders, encournges antieZionist riots, interferes in Arab=Jowish
economic cooperation, anéd in gencral uses every method to croate fr:.c'b:.on.

From Jjrab opposition to Zionism, then, we can learn nothing of the fundamental

rélation betwoen the two nations in Palestines We turn to o dircet analysis of the

conditions,
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E, ithat is tho fundamental effeot of Zionisnm upon the irobs? Without
Zionism the situation of the iArsb mosses in Falestine would be essenticlly tho
samo as it was before Jowish immdigration (i.e. beforc 1908), and the same as it
is now in other Areb countries. The scrfs would be mercilessly oxploited by the
landovmers and dupod by the clerical loaders, and now furthor oxploited by the
imperialist nower., Any nationalist forment thot would develop would be wvery

linﬁtad}svery far pemoved from any idonq; t@ soaio.l progress or ldbercation,

Now what is the offect of Zionism? hﬁj% ‘coming of tho Jows the country is
being industrializedil T§ mist ba Mnbﬁra’.aﬁzdﬁ-ia ordor o support « lorge mass
of Jews (Jewish workers) and to au;@ay the mas ef'l&o meow, BEuropoan, Jewish
population, I1iith this mmﬁmm there is ﬁmlapiug in Pelostine an frab
working class, hitherto proctically noneoxi nbeS it _the modernization of the
country and with tho prosonce of the high Jowish stancard of living the country
passes into the bourgoois (eapitelist) stago, and tho feudal days of the hreb land-
ovners are nurberad, The landowners ﬂ.ghﬁ ms mﬂnrniza‘bion at oll costs; the :
comtradiction betwoon them and zm:{m is i‘mdm:hntal.

But this in tarm olarifigs the Jewish position. The lendovmors aro thoir
foos to the deaths Howover, tho Wows eannot Livo in Falostine alwoys among onemiess
To succeed, Zionism must make peacc withitHe Jral population, Poance cannot be' made
with the .rab nation as such, for with the-landcmnors there is no common ground.
But peoce can be mede with the Jrab nessess Therc is no contradiction of interests
between the Jewish and arab mosses in Palestine, Both want merely to live in the
countrys There are roughly 850,000 Zrabs and 400,000 Jews in a country which can
support a fow million, Zionism will have to meke peace with the irnb masses aga.i-.nnt
the lrab landovmers (mid Biitish imperialism) who are the natural cnemies of

19
bothe The Histadrut, the Jewish labor federation; will have to organize the
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Arabs ;:a.nd develop their cormon ground. It realizes this ond has already begfun
it, though the work is slowgo

This is the effect of Zionism on the Arab masses: By the nmature of conditions
and the play of interests it must not only raise their stendard of living but also
work out a basis of cooperction with then and lead them to their struggle of

liberation against their own master,

¥ e eem
NOTES
Discussion 104

1. As against, for example, English Waﬂﬁ such as ?Gim,éa-, where the situation
becomes quite differents | |

2. Throuwshout these Discussions it must be kept in mind that a number of concepts
must be understood somevhas &li‘fer@ﬁ'hly'sn" the case of the Jews becnuse one
basic conditon which is cMn to @all others is different for the Jows:
the Jews sre the one people whieh ds'acting im concert not from any one
geographical center.. | This illustrates the fundamentnl principle that while
the method of aralysis s "universal® and idéntical in g1l cases, the appli=
cation should in each case be made directly“to'the conditions of that cases
We cannot merely borrow the comglusions from one case into onothers In ref-
erence to the Jews this individual charncteristic, their wnited action without
e center (i.,e, their universnl minority steotus, see Discussion 2), must
alvays be kept in mind as a deternining condition,

3. There are of course o fow individual Jewish "nbsentee ovmers", i.e. Jews
(chiefly in Enpland ond dmeriea) who buy orange-plantetions, etce, in Palestine
and spend the profits in the lands vhere they live., This, however, is not
part of the Zionist aim which is creating a large Jewish population in °

Palcstine,
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In tine they will have to come to o clash with Zionism, which will fight thex
as exploiters of Palestine,

The entronce of Jows into Ponlestine is quite differenmt from that of imperiol-
ist invasion, Thus not only do the Jews pay very high prices to the lond-
ovners for the land they buy, but the J.lL.F. also gives out additional meoney
to the serfs and sees to it thut they are able to reestablish themselves,

The one amti-sreb group which nroan in the 2Ziorist Organization, the fuseist

Revisionists 'who were fostered yﬁ %n-zionist Jovish, o;:pitelist elemant

“ -1«

rocent years, was not: 8o qmm&ﬁl ﬁ‘ks” i
The official World zontt £l Mﬁ’@u oo shatd S
is "Zionism aims ‘o osi:t:'tﬂ:‘.tsh ﬁt ?ﬂ.Idﬂ!no e ?‘u!ﬂiu‘lydbec‘m'ed legally~assured
home for the Jews" (ﬁa B&sle Elgti’ﬂ'n firat Zimis‘b Conrress; seo -

8. H, Sankowsky Short 3ixtolg_pf "ﬂlm.st.}, m_oml svuleh Program Ho. 2).

Resolutions of oooperatimvith tho .6r*'b ncog?ee hove been pessed of mony
Zionist Congrossss, notably £ho mx&h M the Higbteonth (1935), 4s on
exnmple of tho ofi‘icinl -Zlamst w@d.‘hion the i‘ollowinr quotctions will
suffice, all tokon from '.'nnrch-;.pril 1931:. ” :

"But we must naver forfot ﬂmt this erisis (tho ihite Paper) has & &
tovght us: the briaging about of satisfuctory co-operation between the Jdews
and the Jrabg is not England?'s problem, but our mroblom, e -~ that is, the
Jows ond irobs - must oursclves come to an agreement upon o course adapted
to the needs of both peoples and leading to profitable life together."
(Excerpt from cn nddress by Professor Einstein at o banguet in his honor by
the mericon Pnlestine Compnign in March 1931;)

"There is room in Polestine for tho legitimnte aspirations of both

Aygbe ond Jaws"  (Dr. Veiznnmn, Presidont of the l'orld Zionist Organization,
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et the Jewish Ageney dinmer to Lloyd George, London, April 11, 1931),

"The Jewish people are determined to live with the Arab people in
Palestine on terms of harmony and mutual respect, ond together with them to
make the common home into o flourishing commumity, the upbuilding of which
moy assure to each of its peoples an wmdisturbed national development,"”
(ﬁS‘l.:atament of the Executive Committeo of the Zionist Organization of ‘merica,
Az;ril 29, 1931,)

The Avukoh Research Staff is man{;ugeﬁ on a thoroughgoing investigation of
the situntion of the irabs, using all official sources (British and Jowish)
and the local Arab and Hebrewﬁéaqmaei:(ﬁqﬁuph;ena, party statements, etc.).
It is hoped that publication of the resoarch reports,. in November 1936, will
enoble us to speak with more certainty on the subject.

See the reports of the ‘snericen Ecomomic Lommittce for Palostine, in the

Palestine Economic Nows (now the Palcstine Economic Review) where oxact scales
of woges are given from time $0 time. The jrcd rural communitics in genmeral
benefit greatly from the Jewish irmigration, especially villages near the

new Jewish colonies (R_ap-orbs on Administration of Pnalestine, British Colonial

Office, 1924, etc., where information may clso be obtained on rise of
Arab wages espocially for worlers cmployed bvogether with Jows)s The small
Arob bourgeoisi¢ has also, of course, profited, as in the great and steady
growth of irab orsnge plantations and Jrob building investments in mixed
Jewishmirab cities (while in purc srab citics they have shrunk), Sce the

Palestine Economic News.

Coupled with this immigrotion of .rabs must be noted the grect risc of jrnb
populction in Prlostine (which had been stationary bofore Zionism), due to
inercased emigration and slowly falling death rate (because of Jewish drying

of malarial swomps, Zionist irabeJowish honlth-work, better living conditions).

[
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Soc the Discussions on Zionism in Palestine, the current deserintions of

conditions in the cowrtry in tho Now Prlestine, Jowish Frontier and Digosh

of Evonts of the Jewish Statisticel Burcau (H.8. Linficld, Director) in Hew
York,

"In 1920 tho NMoslom populastion in Palostine wns, by govornment catime
ate §21,403; in 1931 it was, by consus, 759,712; in 1934 it wes by govornment
estimnte 807,180, The Christian population wos, ot the same dates, 17,801,
91,394, and 99,532, raanoct:.vel;p

"is to immigretion "ﬂv&!ﬂb& ﬁ&:@ﬁ ‘and TWorc.r.n into Pnlestino,
no aceurate ﬁms are Ml@h. 3«-&:&::., t!ﬂ Gm of Palestine
concoded thag large mumbors haqo ‘eome in ;}oma; yearss It has boen cstimatod
that cbout 2&»@& Arobs from Houron tmmjmigmwa %o Prlostine, most of
whom are engered in tho 'B‘nﬂﬁim‘ im'us‘biy -pobﬁc works ﬁm: o considercblo

rumber ore in the Jmﬂ.sh eoa.onies-
"In this cunn:iﬁtion- it is mtcrcsti-ng to note that emigrction of
irabs from Palestine is pra-ctic ally non-oﬁ.;'bmt at the prosent time, Befare

the var, it wes es_tmted t‘hat adbout two sculs por/thousond enigrated each

.year. In 18929, it wrs stated Ly the Unitod Stetes Inmigration -athorities

thet roguests for immigration from Syria .ahd tho Lobanon wore ton times the
number of those from Palostine.¥ (Tho urerican Economic Committee for

Palestino, New Prlestine January 18, 1935),

Jomil Bek Basham, Syrian nationenlist leacdor, on antie-Zionist, writes:
"Syria has benefited grectly from Palestinots progress. There is the
penetration into Palestine of many Syrian laborers who earn thoir liveli=
hood there, Not only workers, but mony Syrian merchants and manufacturers

have gone there,." (Palestine Sconomic Review, January 1936, pe 10)

"i moebing of tho .rab sheiks in Transjordania yesterday rosolved to

support Bmir Ibdullnh in his resolve to lease Transjordanion land to Jows.
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The action of the Tramsjordanian chiefs is in dircet contreost to the press
campaipgn which Arab papers in Palostine are conducting apainst the consume
mation of the agroemont which Emir Abdullah is said to hove reached with o
Jewish company to lense 50,000 dunams of his porscnal domain for o period of

99 yearse" (Jowish Daily Bulletin, January 22, 1933.)

"Poday Mithkal Pasha tho most influential sheilh in Trensjordania,
and the hond of the largest Bodouin tribe = the Bnei Sakhr - followed the
procedent sof by Bmir «béullah hins1f @mﬁma.o an offof fo leaso 100,000
dunoms of lzmﬁ.ie tho Jows. Mr -", !{b m W leased to a
Jowish cowm s af“ﬁq @W%@a period of 29 years.
Mithinl Pnshalu \.ccordix%a‘m w papo: Mg} mm*ms éictated by the
necé of funds to koeo his tribs fron sbarving. The fribe, it is stoted hos
been reduced to dire .atr._a_d;l:s.\ by the nppn};l_,j.ng,gr ceonondice situction in Trans-

jordanin." (ilid., Jemuory 18, 1938,) It should be notod thet Transjordan
is still largely postorals _ '

Actively, tho proportion of ‘anbi-Zionist 48 smaller then is usunlly thought;
witnoss the comparctively small numbor of frabs whe fetunlly participated

od in Pnlosbino,)

in the 1929 riots (Mawrice; Samucly What Happo

Thero cre many records of intorsyillage posce prets, farmers! concloves
(ond, of cowrse, joint unions) in the newspapers.

This explamation should not be regarded ns too fucile or superficicl,

_ The powor of the ruling closs, aided by the imperialist povernment,

suffices very well to explain tho anti-Zionist attitudo of the /rcbs, Yery
much the same type of force oxplainsg the growth of antiscmitisn in Europes
The Arab people actully nove no voice of their ovme The press is of the

leaders, there is no institution or group which even simulates domocracy, md



! the pecplo nre swayed entirely by the words of their louders and by such
organizations as the fascist anti-Zionist .xrab Fouth movement.

15, Soc lise and de Hacs, The Crest Botraval, Doewonts cnd Sssayn on Jawizh

Labour Policy im Polostine p, 59-€5, 74; Sankowsky, Shorv History of 2icnicme -~

Tho Pnlostine Labor Daily Davar rovocled ot tho timo of 1829 riots thab
tho British government in Palestine hed seerotly aided the relipious leaders
of the riots (the maper wns susponded for a time for prinmbing tho docwents).

i VN 4 = !
posed Palestine Legis EH‘_’ C_ounci cre all intend ed o crcuse and sharpen
lrab-Jewish canflictﬁ?h% thenow Ro@de Statica is usod for this purposc,
28 in the cllocotion of .o : * hours, #ho arousing of irab protest

apaingt use of the nuno oy L p ameé__.“, etc. Cf. Hashomer
HEetzair for Jmmry‘}md Fcbrum-y Ié?: 2 {‘T;

16, Thore would be vory rmcz*loas of % then in Syria, boeausc Palestine wms
for loss developed and 14'.'8:‘121'1;:1_1:@:‘ th:ﬁzgria, before Zionism came,

17. Sec Discussion 11, g/ b

18, Im irch working class which finds cnployront in part in the Jowish factories
ote,, more in tho governmont ombterprises, and espeeinlly in the new ixad
enterprises which orisc os o result of the increcsod wonlth and industrialie-
zotion in the country. |

19, In othor words, the bourgeois revolution is alrcady taldng placo in P:.leut]m, |
ot o greatly aceclersted pnec, and the ultimate cooperation of Jows and
iycbs will involve nnc be bosed upon the next step of proletarian revo=

lution, That the objoetive eonditions (incluling here some pedeo’ .
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betwoen the two nationnl groups) cre not yot roady, is obvious. But the

ground is certainly being lnid and the nocessary concitions, both economie

and psychologicnl cre boing developed much more repidly than outsiders

might reclize.

On pralctariza.tion of the Arsbs, snd on labor m:gcni:atim cnong them,

seo: Documents and Essays on Jowish Ea y in Palestine (publishod by
“ 1165 3 On tho Rin of tho

w ".. .':‘ T :i ! 3
¥ '1 : N P
es The horkers Unions R
fe The Patml}a%orkera _ '

(Brifa is tho 1m;es% ow. s city)s. In cidition
L ¥ :
thore is the Transpertatiom Unioﬁjana the like, For rocont urab=Jewish

strikos seo "Tho United Fromt", cditoricl in ivukah Bullotin, 4pril 1935,

]
il



AVUXKAHE DISCUSSIONS
Nﬂ.ll.
I. Is Zionisn Part of British Impericlism?

II, Is Zionism Compatible with British Imperialism?

I, Is Zionism Part of British Imperializm?

Granted that Zienism is not detrimental to the Arab magses but rather lays
the ground for their ultimate liberation, the objection has nevertheless been
mades But ian't zid?nék_am merely a part of the «complex of Britishiimperialism? To
deternine the anevsl 60 Ehts queption we:nest d tscover (4) whether British
mant of Hon‘lm, and &)‘ whether Zicnism
iem, 4,0, whether British imperielism
‘&-ﬁmm Zionist end British

wants Zionism, We 'ﬁ.ﬁ then inve
interests. _
L, Does Britisn it-.peﬂali" naeﬁ daﬁlo& of Ziopism?

=+ —

Did England need Zionismin wdar ta ohtain‘the mandete over lalestine? Clearw
1y Englend could have ohtained I’ﬂestine without Mam. Epgland and the other
allied powers obtained rrhn.tg‘ver they wanted at the close of the R Certeinly
England®s interest in Zionism as _sxpresa_ﬁdr in the Blgl_four.Declaration was net &
necessary condition for its ob-taining- .-Il'alss'tine;_

Does Enpland need Zionism now in ':I_:*}deﬁ"to keep Palestine? Clearly not. The
very lapge part of the Arab unrest in Palestine arises from the anti-Zionist
agitation »f the Arab lanemers-.z If there were no Zionisnm, that agitation would
not-exi,sﬁ? the feudal Lrad lords of Palestine would have been satisf4ed and quist,
for to them Zionist industrializabtion of Pelestine is fundamentally objectieonable
vhile British colonial status (which would keep the land undeveloped) is not.

If there were no Zionism, England would comtrol Palestine almest as it controls
Transjordan and better than France controls Syrie."} Englend does not necd Zionism

5
in order to keep Palestine, If anything, Zionism malces the problem of controlling
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1% more delicate$

If Zionism was not necessary to EZngland, why then did it issue the Balfour
Declaration in 1917, promising Englund?s interest in the development of a Jewish
homeland in Palestine? The reasons for the issuance of that declaration can on
the whole be made out., Ve must remember thal it was a war decument and is o De
understood in this 1ip_;ht'f

One of the major recgons for the Balfour.Declaration was certainly the desire
%o gain the war sympathy of the Jews, both among the allies and among the enemy
powers, and especially in imricaf How prostinent this motive was may be seen
from the fact that Germany immediately issued a cournter statement to the effect

thet shoudd she win the war she would help the formation of a Jewish center in

Palestine, and also from the sy the British press belittled this competing Germamn
statcmn’c?

A eontributory reason was certfinly the "lobbying" of British end especially
American Jewish leadarslowho us2d all possible influence with thfa Eritish gove
ernment (including the interest of the <mericam govermment which England wonted
badly to win over)ll to have the declaration issued,

ind lastly, certuoin groups in the Pritish wor government thought that Zionism
would £it in nicely with Brilish' imperdelist plans, =-that it would give o moral
+one To British activities in Fnlestines. Jlugny Phought that o friendly Jewish i
nation so near the Suez would be & fine things Meamwhile, however, England made
cther tortibiva arrangemonts and conflicting promiscs to the Arab peoples, both
before and after the issuance of the Balfour Decla.ro.-‘bienl?- and to cap it all,
Palestine was still under Turkish rule ot the time. The caubious ond ambiguous
wording of the Declaration shows how political was its purpose; it was so worded
that it might sound important at the time, bub could be vitiated and annulled
later simply by recoursc to the literal moaning of its words%s In practice both

the acts of the British government in Palestine throughout its l'x:i_s‘t:oz':{l4 and the



actual preclamations of the govermment in Lendon  have snnulled the Declarabien.
I+ never represented the opinion of the real operators of the imperislist
machine, the Colonial Office, which in the first, Military Government in Palestine
worked on the assumption that the Declaration was issued for war purposes only
and that England neither needed nor wanted Zionism,

HWe see thus that the Balfour Declaration did not express Englond's real
imperialist interest in Palestine, and that while Englnnd was ready to make what

16 o
use it could of Zionism, it did not actually meed Zionism in order to gain or keep

its ends.
By Is z;%ghﬂ: of the Bro ran Bﬂ'gsh Inperialisn? (0. does
Englond want Zionism?)
If Fngland promoted Zionism and conducted or aided the establishnent of

Jewish state in Palestine, we would understand %hnt ‘the form‘bmn of such a state
was part of the program of Bm:ish inpu-iausn, TBu:t Sngwnd does not do thisz on
the contrary, it has impeded the dmlopmenh oi‘ Jew!.sh Palestme all the time and
in countless 1@5{.? The first Britigh gove:mncnt infﬁlea‘bine, the Militery governs
ment, established iMEd:Latnly after England crmqmercd the 13:11:1, was mturnllylgha
clearest in its imperiaslist chargcter: itwent absut systermatically crippling

any possibilities of Zionist devolo;mn{_:_ " fomn'bihg -Tis;rab uprisings agoinst the
Jows, and in generel malking it clear thot the Balfour Declarntion was a tempor-

ary and forgotten war documen‘t:. This led to such Arasb riots in Palestine thet the
course of British imperinlism had to be clmngod?o Britain saw that whatever it might

now think of the Balfour Declaration,wnd whatever the reasons for its issuonce

might have been, that document wns a fait accompli. In its Palestine plans it hed

now to reclkon not only with the Arab and Jevish population of Palestine, but alse
with the Jews of the world who wanted to get imto the country, = the presumptive

populction, This point is very important, Zionism is not a thing which England
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is fostering in Polestine; it is ome of the given factors which Englond finds in
Palestine (although it is true that England had o hand, for other reasons, in _
putting it there)fl Zionism is no more & desideratw or part of the progrom.cef
British Imperialism than is the welfare of the Arab population of Palestine,

It is not alwnys realized how cdefinitely the British govermment in Palestine
ig combatting the growth of Zionism, The proposed Legislative Council for Palesgtine
which England has been promoting is &n cttempt to arrest its growth once and for
a1122
curbing industrial development, and pﬂliticalww,;m irab oppositien,
Englond is now attenpbing to stop its fur or g2 1%‘ crystallizing Falestine in
: ‘ @ mm«:m (Msh and Arab) md
with its present politiecal masters (mﬂas hbl'ii)). The ne;zmmw Council,
Enda hgﬁ sugposted nowhere else in its

Hoving impeded Zionism practically W hrﬂ.ting immigretion, economically by

its present state, with its pmm’ pr

o supposedly democrstic institution which
empire, will serve as a soundifg bourd for tho oppdsibiodiof the Arab leaders to
Zionism ond will afford a perfmncrt Lrob mﬁcal mﬁori‘f:y, partly appointed by

the British governmont and partly ?clam' W‘Ehe pm@ént Apab lenderse Its

vory existenec and opcration— would-'&cndf toﬁeeaxwz*onicm ot its presont stoge, The
insistence of England upon this.Council shows how def ini't:ely it desires to stop tho
growth of Zionism, ‘ |

It follows that Zionism is nai£ho; Inace'tisr.r:,lr 'i:o Dritish imperialism nor part
of its program,

But, we may ask, doosn't British imperialism use Zicrmdsu? Certainly, It
uses Zionlsm just as it uses the Arnbses It plays one r.gainat the other, by fomente
ing onti-Jowish riots, by trying to break up Arab=Jdewish cooperstion, by developing
political differonces between thom%s It mokes use of these two groups just as it
mekes use of all loeal foetors and of all possible loeal divisions in ovory colony%*
It does need Zionism specificallye If thore were no Zionism other divisions would

be accented and doveloped for this purposc, notably the conflict between koslem



and Christian Arabs, between fellahoen (serfs) and bedouin (pasbtoral), ond the
bitter strugglo among the leadineg ired feudal families. This is no erpumens against
Zionism, ond # docs not meon thet Zionism is & "£351" of Eritish Imperialiom sxeeph
in the sense that the Arabs themselves are, Beth of these grouns, and oll groiips

in all colonies, arc in this restricted sense vawilling "bools" in the hards of
imperialism until they unite cgainst it, Thoreforc, just os it is the duty of the
British govermment to keep them apert, it is the duly of nll anti-imporialists to

25
help build tho broadest possiblo peoplol!s front, Zicaist and 4Arab, for united work.

_l__- ey TR ..‘ B "_._I S— --.
II, Is 7ionisn Compatible with Brit: mporinliem? L
2 .f’ e

Wo moy now azke ﬂ!ﬁmﬁed that 51’68}#&%& )%ﬁ_ L o;' B;“"‘tiﬁ# “intneric.list plans

"r,-
n 1 v

for the Near East, yﬁﬁm’@i’&"ﬁsl here, ﬂﬁﬁi&”# mzﬁ'ﬁiﬁp’ariuum malke
. does it not

its peace with it? 1My should::

—FI

dovelop some mutusl agnm wnd rsmllym ﬁowmaﬁ ’Y 1.-»&1?&‘%& an ally, an
instrunent, in its colonial pﬂic&qs? S B ¢
There are various conbrihrbo; ;caséﬂg tho ﬁ qﬁb net os fractable as the
"natives" ? they are harder to mﬁg ﬂmfﬁmf m&‘ﬁo*a independence; they might
become too strong and meke cfmnon cc.uﬁé ﬂ!‘.‘ﬁﬁrm-bi’ Ene;lana's possible oncmies, say

Soviet Russia; etc, ' ‘-.

".

But there is also a spcciﬁc tmd Very irmc‘*tm:rﬁ roason: by their very naoture
Zionism and British colonial policy in MMﬁm ore incompotilile, are contradictorye. -
Zimﬂ.am, in order to succeed, must of necessity industrinlize the land as gquiskly as
possiblo, both in order to sctisfy the wants of the Jews and in order to encble fur=
ther miss Jowish irmigrotionss Colonial policy requircs, on tho other hand, an un=
devcloped country which will be permonontly dependent, ecconomicelly and peolitically,
upon England. Thosc two intorests are contradictory, and therefore the British

govornment in Polestine hns consbantly tried to hinder the industrial development
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of the eomrbry?s This industrialization has the furthor offect of developing a

large (and, for Englend, dangerous) Arab prolo‘bnrint%g end Zionism, in order to
continue its work, will be compellod, soonor or lator, to make common cause with

the Arab masses agninst the landormors of Palostine and, eventunlly, agefnst the

foreipgn imperialist govornmnb?o
We have thus seen that the ulitimate dmbercsts of Zionism ond British colonial

to British immriclism and

policy arc incompotible, that Zionism is not nocosser
is not wonted by it, and that the ‘only gejgﬁ- !.nwhieh Zionism is @& "tool" of

British impericlism s tho fact that the ﬂriﬁahgm:am wlays Jows and 4rabs
l'bo altored when Zicnism and the

against ono ancther, o situntion which can and will

Airob mosses join hands,
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Discussion 11,
Thot England was going to receive PFaleshine onyhow is scon from the very faet
that it was o British Empirc army undor Lord “1lconby which conquored Palestine
for the allics, it the same time it cannot be doubted that Epgland used its
interest in Zionism to strongthen its claim to Palestine when bargaining with
the other allied victors, It is also truc thot probably the large mojority
of Zionists were very caxious to }L.NB !bnsland roccive the mandate for the
country and wowld heve done cnyhning thsy ‘eeuld to briag.that cbout, Poople,
Jows og well os non-Jows, did no'b nsgbﬂd:;“&h:nk in mr of imperialist man-

ocuvers, nor was the struggle against imporial : 'txb the time, The

"roint Ehob mush be zedldzed, hm, is ’ﬂmﬁ none of this is o roflection

upon Zionism as such. The opim

ions of Zionists at that moment, or the tactics
of England, cannot be held.agoinst Ziomisme . TItids only important that these
opinions emd taetics be umdcrstood so 'th#‘k:ﬁhm{-{mbs:‘.ry they moy be combatted.
£s o Zionism itself, its relation tio Eriﬁﬁh .Imgei'ialiam depends not on this
but on whether it materially m:;@wim«.mm- is contrndictory to it; see
the remninder of this Discussion, - &,

See Discussion 10,

If there werc any peasant or large bourg_eols-- moverment against England, one
wonld expect it to have existed even wf:l'.hout Zionish, But the 4rob movement

in Palestine is almost entircly feudal and elericnl, Thesc groups are
necessarily opposcd to Zionism but not Yo England., This is beeause of the
industrialization of Palestine, and sc the end of foudnl society, which Zionism
noeessorily brings; sce Discussion 10,

llot only because of its beter imperialist machine and eolonicl technique, bub
also because Panlestine is very much less urbanizod then Syrin, or rather would

hnve been if Zionism had not como,
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For the question "Does “ngland noed Zionism to play agoinst the Arabs?™
sce below in this Discussion,
By industriclizing the land and so arousing the present cnti-Zionist and so
portially (but wvery littlo) cnbi-British :reb nationalist movemente
In enalyzing past or futurc historieal phenoment we con be speeific and speak
of ncecssary and perhaps predictable developments; bubt in discovering the
reasons for atnta documn'bs, ospeci.zlﬁ"ﬁhosc issued duri.n(; war, wo may neet
varied interosts, personal !:Eﬁh@am qnﬁ‘ swm o¥on slips of policy (on
mothod of ana.'lym at'bhia pein;-.. : 1; -y
This motive is Mm and wos poaﬁblg' tle nﬁ'ﬁf roason l’ﬂr -I:hc Deelarntion,
Thus Loonard Stein in his Zionisms :

"Those in Great Bri'bai;n and Frunce r'hq hod inqﬂlrod into the volume of
Jewish opinion bohind éimsﬂfmro ﬁ’dyessed W 1'h. They thought that a

' c&ﬁao micht swing Jews, wherever they

were found, to the cause of the km;au., dtaroovex-, Russia, which wos drifting
cut of thoe Har, ond thc ‘U‘ni.'bod S‘bn.tcs., which had na'l: yet come in, contained
bebwoon thom more then half of thd Jows in 'I:ba mrld. Then, Prosident Wilsom,

whom tho Alliecs were cspocinlly rmﬁqas %o vrin over, fully supported the

Zionigte and let it be knowm in 1817 $hat ho would "weleome & British pronouncos

ment™ in fovor of the Zionist causc,

"If further oprobf bc nceded, o memorandum ht':s been brought to light,
made by the Imporial Russion govermmen$, of o telepram sont by the British
government, in which is pointed out the fact that a favorable moanifeosto toward
Zionism would achicve desired pelitieal results, and in which tho opinion of

the Russian govornment on the matbor is csked,"
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10.

13.

14,
15,

16.

17.

2,

Sce the London Times for Hovorber 1917. Germany also informed Turkey that

after the war Zionist colonization would have to be permitted, It is rather
amusing to sce England and Gormany competing in this way for the favor of the
Jews,

Though nany British ond American Jowish leaders, chiefly of the wealthy groups,

opposed the issuacnce of the Decleoration; sce the London Times for May 24, 1917;

Ifise and de Haas, The Great Betrayal p. 34-37; J. H., Pattorson, With the

Judtoans in the Polostine Campaign Pe &910.
Sce Sankowsky, Ehm"liﬂﬁ‘l@!l @@Mﬂﬂ,‘:
Ibid. Pngland later explninced that the promise of a. string of Arab states did

onal Avukah Program, No. 2).

not include Palestine and so amfmtcmut with the Bhl*ﬂmr Declarntion.

The Declaration, sent by Lord Balfowr in a lotter to Lord jotmchild on Novem-
ber 2, 1917 roads: "His Majosty's g&umt'ﬁm with favor the cstablishment
in Palestine of a nntidﬂhi homc for the Jeﬁah;'ﬂp'eopl’e and will use their best
endeavors to facilitate tha achicvement of this objoct, it being clearly
wnderstood that nothing shall be done which may prejudico the civil and ro=
ligious rights of exisbing non-Jowish eommmities inPalestine or the rights
and political status enjoyed by Jewsidmwony other. counmbry.”

Sec below in this Discussion, ond SankowskyyShort Fistory of Zicnisms

Chiefly in the Churchill (1922) and ms‘,sfiom- (1929) Whito Fapers.

To what oxtent this means that Zionism is a "tool"™ of British Imperialism, see
below in this Discussion,

In the following only the broad outlines of England's amti-Zicnist policy ean

be indicated; further details may be found in Sankowsky, Short History of

Zionism and in the pomphlet Zionism faces British Imperialism (Avukah Tronse

lations, No. 1)3 sec also ldse and do Haas, The Great Betrayal, espeeially

Pe 58, 90-91, 109-111, 116.
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19,

206

21,

22

23, -

10.

Since it was not based on the Mandate (which wnas given England later ot San
Remo) but was a regular colonial govormment in o conguercd territory.,
The attitude and actions of the Military government ware oxoessively clear,
For their actions, see the sources acbove; for their words, typical are the
following excerpts from "A Palestine ¥otcbook", by Mr. C,R.Ashbee, Civie
Advisor to the Bity of Jerusnlem from 1818 to Septormber 1920,

July 5, 1918: "The Jews don't like it. They think the new Jorusalem
belengs to themy But we don't tals _fﬁha‘ﬁ_-ﬁpp,“
' st yot wham I would really trust

January, 1819: "I hove not met ome Zior
ablo without tho

for a wise and sgane constructive Pﬂmyﬁn-@m dJew is unthinl
borgain, he bears the brand of that mean fellow Jareb upon his brow."

A final statoment by the author in 1823: "The policy of the Balfour
Declaration is an unjust. policy and Z;__q;rlsql,. as understood is based upsn a
fundamental injustice and therefore dangereus both o civilization and to Jewryl'
Since Palostine was after all notion owbright colony but a territoery te be
mondated, and especially sinceithe mandntes were to be decided upen at the
approaching San Remo Conference, En{;land had-to cover up the dffects which
these riots had upon the oufside worlds
One should not confuse tho wvnrious.reasons f’b_f the Balfour Deoeclaration with
$he imperialist progrom of Bngladd today,

On this Legislative Council see Zionism faces British Imperizclism (Awuimh Transe

lations, No. 1) and Discussion 18,

This policy of tho British govormment in Palestine appears in very many ways,
Tho very legislative Cowneil which if successful (from England's point of view)
would serve as an cffeetive brake cgaingt Zionism, would meanwhile anlso serve
to arouse political diffcrences and struggles between Jews and Arcbs, bringing

together Zionist and amti-Zionist irab lecaders to argue political questions.
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11,

Even such on apparently innocent projeet os o Prlostine government radio
station is used (and wns probably partially intondod) for that purpose: from
the very first a political struggle arose arowmd the use of the name “Erotsz
Isrcel” ("Land of Israel", Hobrow nome for Palestine); the whole division inmto
Hebrew hours with Jewish leaders speaking to Jows and Arcbie hours with Arab

loaders speaking to Arcbs i3 idonlly suited to the intercsts of the British gove

ornment and gives it an added opportunity to promote its plans, For further

24,

25,

26,

27.

234

matorial see Discussion 10, ospccinl}.yf- noto 15,

Colonies, specifieally, os a.z;a—:}m&ﬂommimh‘.

For the position of the Commmist W‘Jm ?t‘lteqfim on this broad peoplots
front sce "Error of Principlo®, A:mmh al J_; :’z_fﬁﬁeb 1936,

This attitude was clecrest during the Xilitary govermment,
Only an industrinlized Palestinc would bo able to support a large number of
JCWSe

"In 1920 thero exigbed dn Pdlés#iha,"accgﬁﬁingf-to the estimate of the
Jewish Ageney, 289 factoriss and workshops' reproserting on investmont of
LP,525,962, The Industrial Consus .t the ﬂna of 1933 showod 3388 factories
and workshops, with a oaj;itc.l of LP.5,871,156. The ‘ostimate of tho Pulestine
WenuPacturors Assosiotisa n b ouiERINRES deeTaVFos thet thér are about
4,000 industrial plants with o copitad of from LP.7,500,000 to LP,.8,000,000%,

(Zhe Americon Bgonomic Committee for Palestine; Now Palostine, Fobruary 28, 1934)

For examplot "The Pnlestinoe Jdminigbration has consistently made difficulties
for tho dovelopment of textile industrics in Palestinc... The British will
not Psuffer" it - in the inborost of Manchester, Thot is why Sir John Hope
Simpson gocs out of his woy, in his report, to opposc textile industrics”

(Wisc and de Haas, The Groat Bebrayel p. 109f., no.5), The Palestine

Administration ofton koeps duties on row materials so high, and dutics on

finighed produets so low, that industry in Palostine is crippleds "The
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29,

30,

12.

slovmess of the Palestine Government to act upon tho requests of the manufac=
turers for wmiform customs tariff protoction....has further aggravated their
situation, It bocame so difficult some months ago that some monufacturers
found it practically impossible to operate, Their plight became so obvicus
that the govermment took belated steps to investigate their difficultics,

idthough sevoral months have elapsed vory little progress hos been made,”

(Palosting Econg:ﬁc Review, Jnnuarga m,ﬁ, Be 5)s
_*::e_afﬁm' ish immigretion and capital,

Though this industrislization ori BWish. Lmm. gy
lon of the coumizy; for dotails sce

it inevitnbly resehes to the irsb pomiats
ciclly note 9. mmw%&mwmh a proletariat,
soatact with o hi

Discussion 10, ¢

'-F!ﬁmizod and closs

especially in view of its nocessary

conscious Jowish proletorint, is of coursc obvicuss

That in the logical colrso of History, Zionksm ydll mécessarily have o do
this, has beon demonstrated im Discussion 10. Sce @lso Moir Yaari, inalysis
of Zionism (ivukah Tronslabiens, Nos2)y . 11-12,

* — % — *
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