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Commlttft fo, 'rogrusl,e Z/0II1$111 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

HOTEL DIXIE • 150 WEST oUu STREET 

Rabbi Herbert Friedman 
Te.ple Emanuel 
1595 Pearl Street 
Denver, Colorado 

Dear Rabbi Friedman , 

Augu.t 25, 1948 

NEW YORK lL N. Y. 

I regret that I cannot send you very auch intormatlon on 
the differences in ideology and personalities comprising 
Group A and Group B of the General Zionists. I feel, 
however, that the attached two excerpts will be of sOl:Ie 
help. Ona is !'rom a report publismd in the Palestine 
Ravbw of IIq 10, 1940 (the Fe.lestine Revi ... 10 publiebod 
in Jerusalem) j the second consists of t..-o dispatches re
leased by PalCOI' of America, one dated June 28, 1945 and 
the other June 29, 1945. 

The Palestine Review itea is of particular interest since 
.it lists most of the leaders of Group B. 

I ehall continue the researcb and if I find some additional 
pertinent ""terial sbell be glad to send it to you . 

With kind regards, 

IIII , RH 
enos. 

Sin ~ yours, 

Morris Margulies 



PALCOR, J~ 3, 1945 

PROPOSAL BEFORE ZIOnST GROUP B TO JOIN REVISIONISTS IN SPLIT I1lOI AGElICY 

Tal Aviv, Jtm8 28 (Pucar) - The conferance here of the Union of General Zionism, 
Group a, between a proposal celling for group B' s continuance as a member of the 
coalition, of which the Jewish Agency' for Pal.estine 1s now caaprised, and a proposal 
for joining tba Revisionists in forming a new National Party to oppose the policies 
of the Jewish Agency. 

90 delegates from twen~ loealities in Palestine .. ere represented at the con
ference which heard Fritz Bernstein, editor of the newspaper HBbOker, and President 
of the Union of General Zionistsln Palestine, call for breaking a~ from the Jewish 
Agency . Dr. »nil SchmoraJc:, the Onion ' s representatives on the Jewish Agency Executive 
Committee, opposed Bernstein I s proposal; stating that while Zionism' s st~gle must be 
waged from feelings of despair, it must &.lso be waged with wisdom, enera and courage. 
Isaac GreenbaumJ greeting the donference in the name of the Jewish Agency for Palestine J 

urged maintenance of the coalition "in order to fortit'y our forces in the struggle for 
the realization of Zionism's aims . " 

GE2iERAL ZIONISTS GROUP B TO FORI HEW P"RrY ~'ITi! REVISIONISTS 

JerusalemJ June 29 (dela,.ed.) - The conferance of the Union of General Zionists (Group 
B), which closed here last ThrasdaYJ decided to establish a new National Partr federa
ting all factions which bqyeotted the elections of the Assepbath HanivchariaJ Jewish 
Palestine's 1i.s8emb~, January 8 J 1945. These. factions are the Revi5ionists and 8OIII.e 
sections of the Sepbardic popu1a.tion . The conference also decided toe2aa.nd the resig
nation of the Jetdab Agency's Esecutive ColDlllittee and the election of a new one . If 
the ult1matua on the Agency is not acceded to, the Union will reconsider it participa
tion in the Agency as now constituted . 



PALESrIJ1E REVIEW, 11.,- 10, 1940 

The Onion or General Zionists, which met in Conference in Tel Aviv laet week, 
is one of the two General Zionist O~ganisations, better known as "Group B. " Little 
known in English speaking countries, its main strengtb was in Glllcia and, to ea.e 
extent, in Palestine . UnllJce Group AJ it is outspoken in its antipstb;y to the lewll 
Labour Organisation (H1st.adrut) and is oppo15ed to the present Zionist Executive 
(although repreeented on it). Both these tendencies wet'B clearl,. mani..festad in 
the discussions and resolutions of the Conference. Dr. E. Sboorak, the Union's 
representative on the Zionist Executive, did not mince words in condemning a ~stea 
which favours onepa~ and one element in the Ylshuv and offers little help or en
couragement to private enterprise or middle-cUss settlement . Mr. J. Supras~, the 
Party Chairman and its representative on the Vaad Leumi Executive, ns even more 
explicit in his criticism o£ the latter bo ' y . It was, therefore, to be expected tb&t 
the Conference should adopt strong resolutions demanding a change in the policy of 
the Jewish Agenc,y Executive and 6 change of political leadership (the latter pro
posal was adopted by 48 votes to 47, the minority consisting of younger workers ). It 
also urged that the pr esent overgrown Vaad Leumi Executive (consistin g of 18 per aons) 
sbou1d be repl.6.ced by .. sma..ller efficient body "OOS8 melIbers should be chosen on 
personal merit and not on the basis of Ii paI""tY. key . The Conference further deftl&.l1ded. 
refores ryf labour relations and diftrlbution ~r amplo,rment to prevent B!stadrut 
doainat1on of the labour market . Anbther resolution dealt with education, and sup
ported one mit1ed scbool type. It Is on~ just to point out that Us Conference was 
almost equally ciritical of the stB.tle of affairs in its own ranks, "Mch had die
p~ed ve~ little energy or initiative, and _hose influence on the conduct of ~ion18t 
and Yishuv policy was negligible . Tbis is the more surprising in Tiew of the f act 
that such outstanding figures belong to the pa.r1cr 88 Mr. 11. .. UssishJd.n, 1Ir . I . Bokacb 
(Mayor of Tel Aviv), Mr . A. Shenkar (President of the Manufacturers' J>.Ssociati on), 
Kr . D. Auster (~PD:ty ~or or Jerusalem), and others. Hoping that re-establisbment 
of unity in the General Zionist camp ~ improve this Situation, the Conference re
solved thnt negoti~tion9 be reopened witb Group A £or the purpose of finding a Me~8 
either of amalgamation or, at least, close cooperation. What prospects of success 
such negotiations have Will become clearer when Group A holds its own Conference in a 
few 1i8eks' time. But there is no room for optimism . 
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liIE\y 20, 1949 

TO THE !;EID!ERS OF TllE EXECUTIVE COl£JlTTEE 

Dear Fr iend, 

You haw read in the press t he stater:ent issued by 
Rudolf G. Sonneborn and Dr . Enanuel l~euma.nn on behalf' 
of the Commi ttee for Progressive Zionism and the Zionist 
Organization of Anerica respectively, announcing that 
considerable pro&res~ 1ms been made toward an agreement 
pr oviding for a coalitiol1 ZOA. AdJrinistZ'ation to be 
e l ected at the t'or thcOl:lint; annual convention. 

These necotiations wer e conducted by a Bub-committee 
of the Co:nm.ittee of Fifteen chosen at the llational epz 
Conforence held on Sunday , April 11th, at the Hotel 
Commodore.. From the inception of the Committee for 
Progressive Zionism our aim has been to achieve a unity 
of all forces in the ZQA. in c·rder that the ZOA.., strength
ened through the adherence ot all elements comprising i t , 
will prove equal to the great historic task now confront_ 
ing it. 

We are very happy to be in a position to inform you that 
this basic objective of the CFZ has been achieved . 

The basis of the ar rangement agreed upon is the following~ 
t'he ZOA. Administration" cotlprising all officers and mem,.. 
bers of the National Executiv"e Cor:unittee , numbers 69 per_ 
sons. Of these , 36 ruecbers of the Executive are desig
nated by the var i ous regions; the rer.l8.ining 33, who in
clude all of the titular of ricers, are elected by the 
convention. or the 33, the epz is to name lEi . 

In addition, there is to be ~med a conjoint co~ttee 
which will represent both the CPZ and the Administration 
forces before all of t he convention co~ittees . This oon_ 
joint oommittee is to take up for pre-convention cons idera
tion all convention issues wi th a view to arriving at 
mutual understanding and agree~£nt. 

We shall keep you infor med of any further developments , 

We have arranged for a meeting for Saturday afternoon, 
May 28th, a.t 1 p. U .. at the l1a.nhattan Center. 54th Street 



.. . 

- 2_ 

and Eighth Avenue , to which ~ll of the delegates to the 
convention who are syopathctlc to and inter ested in the 
epz pr ogram will be invited, and at which ti.me they will 
be inforned of all details pe r taining to the agr eement 
reached . 

Approciative of your cooper ation, I 40, with Zionist 
greetings 

Sincerely yours , 

1:9J.:h~",, ___ 
Rudolf G. SO!'llleborn, Chaircan 
Coc::rl. tu.o of Fifteen 
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Mr. l40rris Kargulies 
Commdttee for Progressive Zionism 
Suit. 315 & 316 
Rotel Dixie 
250 West 4Srd Street 
New York 18, New York 

Dear Mr. ~gulie8: 

Your letter of April 23rd, inviting me to serve as a member of th.e Executive 
Committee of the Oommittee .for Progre8sive Zionism within the Zionist Organ
ization of Aneriell, has been received. I am. greatly <iist1lCbed and disheartened. 
by it. 

1 have rae.cl your communication carefully and with an open mi:nd. I have sought 
in its lines some justifieation for the aotion of -your group in now projecting 
this new vent~e upon the American Zionist sceue. The times are so critical 
and the b.and of destiny lies so heavily -upon World Jewry at this moment that a 
step such as your group is taking seems exceedingly ill-timed and ill-advised. 

Steee I would not want to Bccuse any Jefjsh association of men of' bad judgment 
under such. circ·umstances~ I have ~one out of my way to pTe this matter a 
thoroughly analytical and. unbiased approach. Alas~ I find nothing in your 
plattorm and statement of a~ that would convince me that you ha~e a moral 
right to organize a so-called BCommdttee for Progress±ve Zionism ~th the 
Zionist Organication of America" not done at this time but at any time -
especially not at this time. 

Let us examine your Objectives: 

1. Advoca.cy of a liberal, progressive Zionist program in the United 
States. 

What is not liberal &nd .. hat is not progreasive in the 
policies of the Zionist Organization of Americal 

2. Encouragement to and support ot the democratic torces in Palestine. 
It seems to me that the Z.O.A. is doing that ul along. 

3. Insistence upon a denocratic Jewish State in Palestine, in which the 
ci-tiuns of that State sha.11 alo.ne determine its policies. 

I have never heard from any so~ce that the Z.O.A. stands for 
anything but that, and I have good evidence that both Dr. Silver and 
Dr. N~umann balieve that the citizens of that State 8hal~ alone deter
mine its policies. 
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4. ConsideratioD of the aetbods to achieve fulfillment and implomentation 
of American and United Nations support of Jewish objectives in Palsatine. 

That, to my mind~ il being very capably done qy the present 
administration. Beside., the United Natio~ aspect of the matter 
seems to me a rather short term phase of the over-all program which 
will be .ettled long before your committee will he in ~ position 
to influence it. 

In the light of all this I reel that your atat8llllent attacking the pre.ent 
'dministration, on the ground that it. actioDs nave not reflected its major 
pronouncements and actiYities. i8 a mere camouflage ot verbiage, designed to 
conceal soma other purpose which you choose not to put in writing and which, 
I suppose, will be divul~ed at the meeting that you are planning to call. 

In the absence of clear and irrefutable evidence that the administration of 
the Z.O.A. 18 betraying the principles ot Zionism and nascent Jewish State 
in Palestine, I consider your action in organizing this new opposition group, 
a criminal diversion troll. the sacred task which we should now ain«ularly devote 
ourselves to in unity and sacrificial spirit. All eyes are now on Palestine 
and. all hearts go out to Jeruaalftl. If ner American Zionist leadership needed 
to concentrate on fundamentals, the ti_ is now. 

It is a trsvesty and a mockery at organiza.tional procedure and the constitu
tion of the Zionist Organization ot Amerioa to organize a committee ~thin" 
the Z.O.A. Anyone who is displeased with the aotiona of the administration 
c~ voice his objeotions on the floor of the oonvention and the Administrative 
Council, which is the interim governing body between conventions, and seek 
support for his Yiews . Be also has the priyllege to .. sesble in cauous such 
supporters as he can get and sap out an opposition program. But he has no 
right to sow cou!\asion, distrust a.n.d doubt by letter, wire or any Qther nation
wide oampaign technique at a time wen the. Jewhh people in Palestine i8 fight
ing for i6 life. 

Yay I say in olosing that your injeotion of this issue without a shred ot 
logical justitication put. you on the side ot those who are riving aid and 
comtort to the enemy. The American Counoil for Judaism, the State Department, 
the Colonial O1'fioa and the Arab League will be delighted .,i th your inept 
genaralaMp which is opening to them the back door and wb.1c:h ie, unwittingly, 
maJdng of the home front a Trojan horae. 

Very aincenly yours, 

(Sip;nod) 

S. P. Benamy • 

• 
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1Ir. S. P. Be_ 
334 West Peachtree Street 
Atlanta 3, Georgia 

Dear Ben.",,: 

Vq 215, 1948 

IIy deJ,ay in acknO'l'le48ill8 your letter dated April 29 ie aue to a 
long heslta.t1on as to whether I should reply to it at all. I could 
not belleve you bad written it. Having known you ~or I!IB.DY years, 
and respecting your normally deliberate and temperate julSgments, 
I could not assooiate the bombastic and occasionally vicious language 
of that letter with the reaso:cable and considerate Benam;r that I have 
knOWD.. 

The my!Jtery of the letter n.s cleared up tor me, however f when mem
bers ot the Z.O.A. National Executive and Administrative Counoil 
began to recei va oopies of your letter . The postmark was "New York". 
Then I understood. Recognizing DOW that your signature and not your 
spir1 t was embodied ill that l etter. I continue to regard you with 
the same respeot and a:tteot1on &8 al.ways. I't you permitted your 
signature on that letter, it is, I am convinCed, because you are not 
aware ot .. hat hse been happenill8 in the Zioniet movement. 

I should like to deal with some of the observations appearing under 
your name. 

1. The COIIm1 ttee tor Progreseive ZioniSlll actually had its origin 
just prior to the Z.O.A. Convention ot J.947. It 08ID0 into being 
formally in the latter part ot 1947. Your letter is fUll ot indig
nation about "stirring controversy". Aiparently you 'tailed to no
tice that the Committee ~or Progressive Zioniam baa been dormant. 
That was not because the activitIes o~ the Z1on1et leader8h1p in 
this oountry had their uniform support -- but because they .... re more 
concerned with the tate ot Paleetine than with their parsonal views, 
however valid they are. The leaders at the Committee ~or Progres
sive Zionism caretully aVOided any action tbat might have been used 
as a handle by the enemies o~ Zionism. ~ere were many timee when 
the Committee was etirred by whet it regarded ae inadequate or inept 
action. It retrained from criticism -- not out o~ tear of o~end1ng 
the Zionist leaders responsible but out ot anxiety to avoid hurt to 
Palestine. 

What the Committee for Progressive Zlonism has done Is unique in the 
annals ot American ZiOnism. You know that 1e not hO't' previ0U8 oppe-
81 tioIllJ have operated. 
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It was on1y a £ew years ago when discussion on the co~etence of American Zionist 
leadership was not only publiC but violent. ~re was no hesitat ion in the airing ot 
internal Zionist problems and policies that reSUlted in holding up the whole Zionist 
position to ridioule. And at that time the fate of Palestine was at stake. At that 
time there waB an American Zionist Policy Committee. I remind you that the Chairman 
of that Committee was Charles J. Rosenbloom. Its objective was to bring Dr . Abba 
Hillel Silver into the Zionist l.eaderahip . It sucoeeded. I was among those who was 
strongly in support of that activity. It i. my recollection th&t you ware on the 
other side of that question. 

Today I Charles J. Rosenbloom 1s ChairmaD. of the CODIIlittee for Progressive Zionism. 
Was Charles Rosenbloom entitled to express his views in 1945 but not in 1948? 

During the ·campaign ot the American Zionist Polioy Commdttee, thera was no sparing of 
Zionist personalities . When anybody associated with Dr. Stephen S. Wise suggested 
that this endangered the Zionist position at Washington , alienated the State Depart
ment, undermined the relat10ns between the Yishuv and Britain, he was branded as a 
timorous weskJ1 ng who cared more for di¢ ty than i"or ZiOnist' ends. 

When, at the last Zionist oongress, the Zionist leaders of America felt it necessary 
to cast d01l11 Dr. Chailll 'eiZlllBllll from the Presidency, they had no hesitancy. There 
was no consideration of the ~act that he was one of the few names in world opinion 
with wbioh to oOnJure. 

Please remember that I do not challenge the sincerity of the persons associated with 
all this activity. Nor do I challenge their right to have acted as they did. I mere
ly assert that it is hypocritical at this time to try to stop an opposition to the 
current leadership by suggesting it WOUld "hurt the cause." 

Z. Who are the people who compose the leadership of the Conmittee for Progressive 
Zionism? Are they upstart. who have only pride of opinion on their side? Ars they 
people who have stood on the sidel1nes in 80 far s.e activity for Palestine is cOD
cerned? You know the opposite va be the truth. Emmins the list of names thus far 
associated with the Colllll1ttee. The list is limited, to be sure. That 1s part of the 
effort to reduce the area of discussion. Each of the names represents a. history in 
Zionist aotivity. The overwhe~ maJority are men who are today playing an out
sts.nding role in arousillS American Jewry to the need for funds 'for Palestine. Many 
o~ them have themesl ves set outstand1..ng examples in generos1 ty. But whether men 171 th 
some or with limited mesne, they bave 8iven added effeatlvenes$ to the Dama of Zion-
1st. Bow do you explain the :teet that these men, who represent strength in their OWII. 
right and in wha.t they symbolize, feel deeply that the present Zionist Administration 
must revise its poliCies and practices? Some of the members of the Comadttee have 
held offioe ln the Z .. O.A. Most of them are not men who care for office. They have 
only one objective: wbat ls best for the interests of Pales't1ne. 

3. Now, ss to the basis of the opposition. There are many aspects which I woul.d 
like to go into when we next meet . I touch en a 1ew here . 

It ls a fact that the present Z. O.A. leadership has no acceSB to the White House, the 
State Department or any other important governmental. agency. Do you regard that as 
heel thy when our Government must. pla.y BO vi tal a role in the a.-ff'a1rs of Palestine? 
You may Bay or believe that this leadership ls responsible for the creation of the 
Jewish State. But I beg to remind you that the Jewish State came into being ohiefly 
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by virtue of the force of arms of the Yishuv and not the political strategy of only 
the Zionists of America. 

Now, we face a critical era. The new State of Israel needs support trom our Govern
ment I poll tical support and financial support. Is there a proper atmosphere for this 
when the Zionist movement must use a strange assortment of emdssaries rather than its 
own leaders to be the spokesmen for the cause in Washington? 

One of the charges made by our group 1s that the present Z.O.A. Administration bas 
excluded everybody who might express an independent opinion. It has placed 8. premium 
on unltoxm1ty and on obedience. It 1s the bellet of the Committee tor Progressive 
Zionism that all persona in America who have something to contribute to benefit 
Palestine should be utilized. The Coamlttee does not 81m to oust anybody, Its sole 
a1m is to use everybody for the interests ot Palestine. ExO~UBion of anybody f'rom 
service ~o the Zionist movement, on grounds of per8ona~ differences or independence 
of judgment, is a 1uxu.ry we oarmot attord. It is our view that the Z.O.A. must again 
represent, as it oncs did, a syntheSiS of all views that prevail in the organization 
and that it should cease to be totali tar18.n in 1 t:s insietence on regimented thinking 
and voting. 

4. It is the view of the Committe. for Progressive Zioni~ that the Yiahuv must be 
tree tram interference, whether by alien governments or by Zionists from outside. 
Tbe creation of the State of Israel must be acoompanied by a recQgnition of its 
sovereignty even on the part of Zionists. 

How. you may ask, can we American ZiOnists violate that sovereignty, when the State 
of tsrseJ. will orea.te its own laws and manage its 01111 ati'airs? The answer is to be 
found in what use is made ot the World Zionist Organization trom this point on and 
aboTe all how we aot with regard to funds raised in this country for Palestine. 

The new State is desperately ill need of fUnds and "Ul be for IIl8lly yeara. It ie our 
hope that American Jewry, in so far as voluntary funds are concerned, will do its 
tun part. But these funds dare not be used as leverftge to influenoe aotione o~ the 
State or people in that State. 

It is a known fact tba.t money raised in this country baa been used to 1.n:f1.uenoe 
parties and indiVidualS in Fa1estine. It bas been used to 11ne up other factions 
of the Zionist movement with the party line of the Z.O.A. I do not regard that as 
a v&lid use of .American Zionist money or as a proper relationship between Amer1can 
Zionists and the Yishuv. 

6. The Zion1et Organ1zation of America was, for decades. a l1beral organization. 
The Fittsburgh platform of 1918 was the best expression of that. The Z.O.A. was al
ways ident1fied with a progressive interpretation of the SOCial and economic problems 
of Palestine. 

Suddenly the Z.O.A., in its public expressions but, even more, in its att1tudes at 
Congresses, became the voice ot economic and soc1al react10n as far 8S Falestine 1s 
concerned. The Z.O.A. has been the 1ead1ng instrument in building the General Con
federation of Zionists, which today expresses the spirit of the former General Zionist 
B group of Poland rather than the traditional spirit of American Zionism. The Z.O.A. 
hae become linked With some of the worst reaotionariea in Palestine t~ the 
General Confederation of ZiOnists. 
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Whom are we tooli.ng? Are we really building a Palest ine where men shall. 11 ve all -the 
same economio prinoiple o~ dog-eat-dog that prevails in some ot our less advanoed 
economies? Or are we treat1ns with the problem. o'l those Jews WhO!'J:8 requirement 1s 
merely a decent standard ot living? That does Dot mean that the utmost encouragement 
should not be siven either to the middle claSs or to the entrepreneur who has some
thing to contribute to the econ~ ot Palestine. But certa1nlr 118 ought to recognize 
that Palestine's eCOIlOQij' DnlSt be geared to embrace all el.ements at the population .. 

The peculiar thing is thet some ot the outstanding leaders nOlr identified with the 
present Z.O.A. Administration have a liberal economic record in this country. Cer
tainl1 Dr. Silver haa al1l8ro been identitied with progreos1Te social and economio 
thinking as regarde the tlhlted State.. It i. indeed unfortunate thet .. handfUl ot 
men, whom most of the Zionists ot America do not know - a1 ther by ne.me or achieve
ment -- are now twietlng the Z.O.!. into an unrecognizable pa.ttern which does injury 
to the whole lifetime position even ot Dr. Silver. One can onlT assume that a dis
torted "party line," reaul.t1n8 trom a contest tor ottice, has direrted the Z.O.A. 
into this new and reaotiOD81"1 obMne1. 

It io horrif11ng to hear a Vice-president, and todar one ot the ohief spokesmen for 
the Z.O.A.. in Speaking betore the Ac!m1nistrative COUllCU -- between conventions the 
highest authority in the z.o.~ -- refer to the YiahuT as disciples of the Red Flag 
of Ma.n1sm. On the pla.tform :tram which this atatement was made was seated the Presi
dent of the Z.O.A. and other leaders ot the current Z.O.A. A.~n1strstion, but none 
chellenged or took ucepUon to this defalDat10n ot the nshuv. How does this asper
sion differ trom slanders of the British who disseminate news reports that imn1grante 
enter1n8 Palestine are "Red agents"? This smear of the leadership of the Palestine 
l .. bor movement within the World Zionist Orsanlsation mar seem smart politics, but 
I think the responsible members of the Z.O.A. ought to be aware of the disastrous 
road alollS which 11"8 are being ms.d.e to travel. Bow much rea.l moral M:tterence is 
there between members ot the American Council tor Judaism who brand Zionists as un
pe.triotic and Zioniets "ho label Paleetinian Jen as tollOlrOr. ot the Red Plag of 
Marxi"",y 

I feel certain that it you had given thorough stu4y to the policies and actions o~ 
the present Z.O.A. Ac!m1n 1 stration -- not as they are portra.yed in publicity handouts 
in I!he New Palestine, which 1s now a house organ in the worst sense of the term, but 
as ther trulr are -- you would not bAve permitted TOur signature to rour letter ot 
April 29. I feel certain, in :tact t that you woUld hasten to join the Cou:m.1ttee :for 
Progressive Zionism, whioh does not believe in purges o:f anybody who can serve 
ZioniSM. 

Cordiall1roure , 

(Biped) 

IIorria lIargulles 

P.S. In a.cordance with the atrle set brrou, I am aending a coPT of this letter 
to our Zionist friends. I "OUld not want them to teel that rou did not receive an 
answer. 

II. II. 
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Dear Rabbi Friedman. 

1I'1l' :?:T, 1948 

On behall' of Mr. Llpsq and lI1aelt, I am sending 
you the B:ttached letter. It 1s our conviction 
that the aiJna end purposes of the- CoJllai. ttee :for 
Progressive ZioniS: have your WhOlehearted 
approvsl. I would app,.".,iate your s1 gnl ng the 
OOW and returning it "to me at your earliest 
convenience. 

Wit.b kind regard., 

I!II:RK 
Ene. 

S1ncerely yours, 

lIorris lIargulie. 
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OUt of deep concern for the welfare of the Zionist movement 8S a whole. and es
peoially of the Zionist Organization o~ America, a number o't us have decided to form 
a group to be known as the Committee tor Pr~88ive Zionism. It 1e to be composed 
of ZOA members and will tunction wi thin the trame ot the ZOA. 

There is no question of our loyal.. support ot constituted Zionist authority - national 
and international. But we recognize that to allow the present administration of the 
ZOA, under oover or the emergenoy situation, to congeal lOD,g-l"8Ilge poliCies, would 
result in lastins 1DJl1r7 to the Zionist cause and impair the ZOA as 8Il iDstrument of 
Zionist achievement. 

We are paasins through & crit10al perIod. New probl .... and issues arise iD Zionism 
and decisions tatetul. tor the future o~ our movement 1fil.l. have to be taken. The 
l.a.rge membership o~ the ZOA should become an informed constituency. Such an informed 
constituency is possible only ~th a tree Zionist press and traDk discussion. 

~etly. these are ~be basic principles which animate the committee tor PTogresslve 
Zionism: 

1.. Advocaoy of a l1beral, progressive Zionist program in the United states; 
2. Encouragement to and support of the democratic forces in Palestine; 
3. InSistence upon a democratio JewiSh State in Palestine, in whioh the 

Citizens of that State shall alone determine its policies, 
4. Consideration of the methods to achieve fUlfillmen~ and implementation 

at American and United Nations support ot Jewish object1ves in Palestine. 

We teel that the administration of the Zioniet Organisation of America~ in so far 8a 
its major pronouncements and activities are concerned, has not reflected the view 
which we hold. 

It 1s our aim to stimulate tree discussion ot Zionist problems through independent 
publications and meetings. It 1s our hope to open the doors ot the ZOA so that 
varying points of v:1ew ma.y be given expression to 111 a demooratio way. 

The full program o~ the Committee will be formulated when ita executive comadttee 
has been completed. 

If you desire to be Identit1ed with the committee for Progressive Zionism and will 
aocept our invitation to serve 6S a member of its executive cottm1ttee, please be 
good enough to sign and rettlI'Il. the attached copy o~ this letter. 

Very cordially yours, 



/ 
l , 

I 

/ 
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COP Y 

%50 1feot 57th -. N ... York 19. N. Y. 

february 4, 1949 

MIMOR.A.'DUM 

TO THE DIS!RICTS AID REGIO!S Of THE ZOA 

Aoting within its oonstitutional rights, the Committee tor Progressive Zionism 
has given notioe to all Zionist Distriots and Reslons that it intends to oall ror a 
ohango at regime in the ZOA at the next annual oonvention. 

A oonferenoe ot interested parties -- all ZOA membere, ~ representativss ot 
distriots and region. -- was held at the Biltmore Hotel on January 30th, under the 
ohairmanship of Harold J. Goldenberg. Two prinoipal re.olutions were adopted. (SS8 
att.aohed. ) 

The ZOA administration, uSing the seneral fund. at the ZOA to whioh all members 
contribute, haa now oalled an -sxtraordinar,r national oonferenoe-, to be held in Bew 
York on 'ebruary lSth. of the ofticers ot all Zionist distriots a8 well as members 
ot the Administrative IIlD.d heoutive Committ.ee to oonsidlr -the presant situation ot 
the Amerioan Zionist Movement.- This conterenoe will undoubtedl, be used by the 
administration t.o seoure a oondemnation ot -all ohars,. brought against the ZOA 
leaderahip.-

Ho intimation i. given ot any desirl to have both sidea repraeented, the oom
plainlllD.t al wall aa the defenders. It is exploted that ~ attempt ~ll be made to 
torce a vote expresling oonfidenoe in the administration aEtar hearing what the ad
ministration haa to say. The oppoaition is not invited to attend. Any deoision 
made 11 to be based on ex parte statementa. 

Thi. i. mOlt undemooratio prooedure. 
ZOA .~1.tration oould perpetuate ~ts.lt 
and ZOA apparatul to atitle all oritioism. 

It it is allo.ed .1tbout protest, every 
in ottiot by u.1ng administration funds 

A government (or administration) ot the ZOA repre.ent. all its member.. 7h. 
fund, ot the organisation and its entire apparatu. oannot fairly be used to repel 
orittoism ot the groups within the ZOA who are oompelled to par their own expense. 
in ordar to oonduot a publio servioe whioh their oritioism represents. 

Go to the oonterenoe on February lSth and apeak lOur own mind. Tell the group . 
that .. mte to un :rou to perpetuate their oontrol ot the ZOA what you. think of the 
poliole. ther have been pursuing -- the polioy ot destruotion, the polioy ot recrim
ination and "ar, the polioy ot disregardin, publio opinion.. 

Sinoe when haa orltioigm and opposition beoome a orise in the ZOAt The risht 
to oritioize one'. own organization 1s inalienable in the Zionist movement. Exeroiae 
your right without tear or tavor. 

Oharl.s J. Rosenbloom, Chairman 
Committe. tor Progressive Zionism 
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RBPORr 0Ii' COliiBl!i!JlCE 

Ja.nuaTJ SO - Rot.el Biltmore, I. Y. C. 

In a mood of indignat.ion and resentment against the lateat. and moat flagrant aot 
of wiltull destruotion by the ZOA Administration, ZOO Zionist leadera from all parts 
of the oountry met on Sunday, January 30th, in Ne .. York, under the auspioes of the 
Committee for Progr ••• ive Zionism, and moved quiokly to organize a oampaign to re
plaoe the present diotatorial regime at the ZOA and to restore Ill1 administrative 
system based on demoorao7. 

Those present at. the meeting, inoluding some of the foremost Zioniet leaders of 
this oountry, .. ere deep17 meTed by the t.otual reports whioh desoribed the present 
atatus of the Zlonlat. move.ent and the steady deterioration of the relationship be
tween the ZOA and the GoTernment of Israal , the World Zionist mo'femetnt and the United 
States Government. 

The antagonism of the present leadership of the ZOA to all other sGotions of the 
Zionist movement was olimaxed during the last week by a resolution adopt.ed, it 18 said, 
by the Hational Exeoutive Committee of the ZOA, whioh oonstitutes an open deolaration 
at war a.&ainst the Exeouti'fe of the Jewish Agenoy whioh is also the Executive of the 
World Zionist Organization representing all seotions ot the World Zionist movement . 

It was this open attaok against the authority ot the Zionist movement whioh 
moved the Committee for Progressive Zionism, at its meeting on Sund.,., to adopt a 
program whoss aim i8 to unseat the present regime ot the ZQA and to bring about a 
oloser relationship of the ZOA with ot.har .aotions ot the Zionist movement and the 
American Jewish community. 

The meeting adopted the followtu, resolutions: 

I - GERERAL RESOLJJTIO!! 

The advent of the State of Israel, its transfer from a provisional to a permanent 
government, ita recognition by the major nations ot the world led by the United Statea 
of Amerioa, its ardent aupport by the overwhelming majority ot the JeW's of this 
oountry, will inevitably and in due oourse bring about the transtormation ot Amarioan 
Zionism, its organization and it. tunctions. 

An enlightened leadership at the ZOA would seek to develop the kind ot an or
ganization that would draw into participation and cooperat~on all Amerioan Jaws 
devoted to the upbuildln& ot Israel. 

The present administration ot the ZOA bristles with antagonism4, resents and 
suppresses justifiable oritioism and constructive suggestions, has closed ita ranka 
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to representative and prog~esslv'e leadership, has given its support to the most re
aotionary politicsl Rartles in Israel. and has lost contaot with the Government of 
the United States to the detrLment of Israel. and is even today in open c~nfliot 
with the highest authority of the World Zionist Organization, the Execative of the 
J ewi sh Agenoy. 

The Committee for Progressive Zionism .. therefore beli,eves tha.t the best inter
ests of the Zionist movement in America would be served by ohanging the present 
regime of the ZOA at its next annual convention. We express the o~nviction that if 
no such ohange is made, the ZOA will proceed from its pres-ent oonfusion to rapid 
disintegration. We call upon all members of the ZOA, its Distriots and Regions, to 
join our organized effort within the ZOA to achieve the objeotive of strengthening 
the Zionist movement in America by nominating and eleoting an enlightened, progres
sive and representati-ve leadership of the Z.O.,A. 

II - RESOLllTION ON RELATIONSHIP WITH THE JEWISl! AGEIlCY 

We have learned with 8lIlS.z:ement that the Execu1;j.ve Committee of the Z.ionist 
Organization of America at its last meeting adopted a resolution inoluding the 
following: 

-The Jewish Agency for Palestine be advised that the Zionist 
Organization of Amerioa deems any intervention by the Agency 
in the matter of techni<tues end organizati.on Qf the Amerioan 
Zionist movement as not being within their oompetenoe and 
Jurisdictionj 

"A cablegram b-e sent to the Jewish Agenoy for Palestine in 
Jerusalem advising them that their contemplated meeting in 
New York or elsewhere for a disouss~on of Zionism on the 
American soene is both unprecedented and emphatical~y in
opportune at this time~n 

We voiee our strong protest against this attaok on the authority of the Exeoutive 
of the Jewish Agenoy by the present leadership of the ZOA. We welcome the Jerusalem 
members of the Agenoy EXecutive to this country, and express our oonfidence in them. 
We assure the Agenoy Exeoutive of our loy~l snpport in all their endeavors to achieve 
effeot2ve coope~ation in American Zionis~ 

In order to enable the CPZ to earry on 
aiming at a goal of $250,000 was initiated. 
leader, was elected Campaign Chairman. 

its aotivities~ a fund raising e~fort 
Mr. Fred Mcnoes,on, veteran Zionist 

Harold J. Goldenberg, of Jlizmeapolis, presided. Among t.he speakers were Dr. Nahum 
Goldmann, member of the Jewish Agenoy Exeoutive. Dr. Stephan S. Wise and Louis 
Lipsky, noted leade'rs of Amerioan Zionism, Judge Louis E. Levinthal. (the three 
latter being former presidents of the Z .O.A..), Meyer WeiBgal, Abraham Feinberg, 
Miohael Staviteky, Carl Sherm~, and others. 

OU'! OF TONE WI'!!! TEE WORLD ZlOIlTST MOVE!IE!iT 
Dr. Nahum Goldma:nn 

Dr. Goldmann began with an an.a.lrsis of the relationship of 100'a1 Zionist affairs 
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to the international aoene. The role at the ZOA must be looked at :trom the point ot 
view that the establishment ot the J •• tab Stat. baa made it neoessary to reorient 
the Zioniat organization and reoonsider ita relations to Palestine. UDlBS. there 1_ 
a new interpretation ot these relationa the disintegration ot Jewry in tbe Diaapora 
will result. However. this oantral problem of Zionism today, the relationship ot 
Jew. to hrael, oannot be eolved in a matter of months, bu't must take yeare and mat 
go through a number ot atages and step.. The "orld Zionist Organization. in all ita 
aspeots. w111 have to underso revision. The Bade Program" ahekel, partJr setup out
aide of Israel, must be revised. But regardless at what bappens, the Wo~ld Zionist 
Organization must be the primary instrument ot that ohange. Bo outside ])ow.r oan 
el1miullte the Or&an.1zation, whioh, tor the next tew years, must be the moans to re
organize the Je_s around Palestine. Otherwise. there _ould be ohaos. The World 
Zionist Organisation _111 have to be the main instrument tor reshaping the relatlon
.hip bet_een Je_. outside at 1erael and those in Isr •• l. 

In another year or two, hal.t of luropean. Jerry may have l.tt Eu.rope~ '!'hia will 
inorease the proportionate importanoe of Amerioan J.wry within the framework of 
World Jewry outside of Israel. the Zioniat movement in this oountry and the ZOA 
will play an important role. The main issue be:tore the Zionist C:ongresa w11l b. 
Just this problem of the relationahip of Israel to World Je"'7. It will make • bi, 
differenoe who represents Amerioan Zionists at the Congres •• whether the group dom
inating the ZOA at present or groups whioh are Dot in aooord with their 1deas. 

The ZOA as it is today is out of tune with not only a large part of the Zionist 
group in Amerioa and a large part of Amerioan Jewry, but allO with the St.ate of 
Israel and with the mAJorit7 ot the World Zionist movement. 

The present confliot is not about Montor, despite the impression the Yiddish 
papers try to oreate. We should not allow the issue to be distorted into a personal 
one. In that oonfliot the large majority ot the Exeoutive of the Jewish Agenoy here 
and. in Israel has taken one poeition, baoked by the Govenmtent of Israel. and 
Dr. Silver baoked by Kr. Weumann haa taken another position. A r8l0lution of t.be 
Exeoutive at the ZOA was oabled to the lxeoutive of the Jew1ah Agenoy in Jerusalem 
warning them not to ooma to this oountrr. But the ExeoutiYe ot the Jewish Agenoy 
deoided to disregard the warning and oome here anywa7. beoause they teel that it i8 
of utmost importano.e to establish onee and tor all. who is the highest. authority in 
the Zionist movement. 

The question o-r the autonomy ot the ZOA in Zionist &ttair. in t.hls oountry 
dC>e8 not. arise. 1'he lJ'PA oolleots money for the Aseno7 and t.he World Zionist movem.ent 
and not for the ZOA. A aituation wherein an instrument d.lies its oreator muat be 
remedied. 

The ZOA is alao out of tune with the Government of Israel. Whoever mows the 
inside situation ot the World Zionist Movement and its relationship with the Govern
ment of ler.el knows it. The ZO! administration reoo~e8 the State ot Israel de 
jure bu~ not de taoto. 

The ZOA i8 part ot the Confederation of General Zionist. but it i8 also out ot 
tune with the General Zionist mOTement in the world. Whether the difterenoes oan be 
overoome at the next Zioni8t Congress will depend on the rill1npe.8 ot the ZOA to 
oompromise. In Israel, one part of the General Zionist Organization tries to establish 
itselt not as a kind ot liberal oentral party (as it alwafS did betore) but. as a 
right-wing bourgeois group. It i8 that right-wing group in Israel that iB supported 
by the ZOA administration. 
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It hi a Zioni.st duty to olean house rlt.hi.n the Zionist movement in Amerioa. 

Zionism cannot tolerate a Tammany RaIl machine and the rule ot a small group. A 
voluntary movement (oontrary to a State with polioe powers) oannot use dictatorial 
powers, and oannot be e£teotive and aSSUMe responaibility it it is organized as is 
the ZOA today. Suoh rule wi11 not do within the Zionist movement, especially today, 
when 1r8 have to organize the good .Ul ot Jews .ho are already tor us. 

It Is an essential Zionist duty to organize properly the Zionist mov~t in 
this countr;r 80 that the World Zionist movement oan tul.tl11 the pU'l'pOS8 and task it 
must face in the next tew lears. It. must be done this year. 

AUTOCRATIC CO~OL SHOTS OUT OPPOSITION 
Loui. Lil"q 

In his a.ddrese. Ilr. Lipat, ntd: there i •• £OT8rDMDt in the ZOA 'dm'n1stra .. 
tion oalled the Executive. But the becutiye does not mat:e IIDJ' deohlon ot importance. 
It never overrode the president or the emall group that (Jon:trols the ZOA. When.e 
try to change the adlli.nistration, " are not attactiDs the ZOA whioh is just as dear 
to me .s to anyone elae in the movement. !he present regime haa oontinued in o.t1'ioe 
tor four years. It _tifl.s opposition, and suppre.sea &DT hooest expraaaion ot 
opinion. It seeks to oontrol without free deba.t.e. without the 80rutiny of the publio. 
The NEW PALESTINE 18 olosed to discussion. Control baa beooea the obJeotive ot the 
Zionist Administration. 

The present administration is organized tor attaok - attaok on everrone and 
everything - until finally the whole PS7oholo17 18 attuned to attaok. Why is the 
ZOA spending so muoh ot their moD87 a1"7_ attaoking! 

All. Jews are encompassed b7 the destiny ot creA-ting the Jewish State. Anyone 
who obstructs it because ot arrogano8 or lust tor power ... 111 tall because he 1s 
standing in the way ot the fultillment ot Zionist alma.. This is not a movement to 
prosoribe anybody. It is a. movement where everyone who works tor th:is oommon good 
1s weloome and the forces that are destl'Of1ng the oommon good JD11St give plaoe to 
other forces. The rer,ime of the ZOA ot toda7 IJlll8t make way for a ne .. regi.me. I ,f w. 
don't do it for love ot the Jewish people and love tor the oau.e~ it will be done 
by others with tOToe and an&er and hatred and destruotion. Ie are doing it in auoh 
a war a:s to make it possibh tor the ZOA to win the Jewish aommunitle.s. The Jerlsh 
people have contributed as muoh to the sUQoesa ot the Zionht movement •• any ot the 
Zionists have. Everyone ia ent.i. tled to a seat at the table. To do this in an orderly 
way we organize ourselyes to ohange this regime. 

The obstinacy ot Silver .as an important thing in the war again:s:t our enemies. 
But his obstinacy internally Il:Ust not oontinue to the detriment ot the moveaent. 
The ZOA is the MOst important organization in the Galuth. To abandon it would be 
tolly. It would be stupidity to give it up to the oontrol ot those oontrolling it 
now. It would be a la.ok ot faith ot whioh none ot us should be guilty. theretore 
the resolutions we adopt are important. They should not indioate the oheapness and 
vulgari ty ot the resolutions adopted by the ZOA. We are engaged in bringing into 
the ZOA those prinoiples ot morality and regard tor the Jewiah people as a whole 
whioh re'fleot the old Zionist spirit - sympathy for Jews, oonoern for their future. 
interest in their rights. We are working to recover in the Zionist Organization 
thOle virtues that bad been lost in the warlike struggles ot t.he movement. the 
Zionist Organization has become a rendezvous tor ambitiou8 persona who want to wreck 
their rill on the Zionists of the United States and fulfill their own personal Ul-
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bitious. The time has oome for peaoe. We are the inst.rument! of peaoe.. 'Xhose Btand
ing in its way' should be removed legally and by those prinoiples by .hioh .. e are 
guided as Zionists. 

I appeal to you there tore not only to adopt resolutions and give eontrlbutions 
.. hioh are essentIal" but your duty lies in the work within the regions, districts 8Dd 
among your friends. If we do this, the voioe and arroganoe ot the present ZOA leade-rs 
11'111 melt in the heat of our anger and indignation.. 

'THE ZOA - All II!STRUIIEBT FOR ,1lELF-GLORll'lCATIOli 
Dr. Stephen S. 'Wise 

I want. to throw a little supplementary light on the UPA. About three months 
ago, I Bent a telegram urging a meeting of the Board of Direotors in order to pass 
on aotion whioh had been taken by the Exeou.Uve Committ.ea. For five months the 
problems of the UPA have been dealt with by a oontrolled exeoutive oommittee and no 
meeting of the .Board of Direotors has been oalled - with one roason or another given. 

Some day you are going to give me a. med81 for sit.ting through six or eight ot 
the nauseating meetings ot the Executive of the UPA maried by violent diatribes by 
SlIver and Neumann and by foul and loathsome speeohes by the oandidates for suooessor 
to Neumann. Kore fawning went OIl !h order t.o g,ain the favor ot Dr. Silver and to be 
remembered on the d.ay ot eleotion.. But stUl no meeting ot the Board of Direotors. 

Thus there are 90me differences whioh cannot be settled with Dr. 511 ver and 
Dr. NeUIJ18.tlll. Two suoh differences whioh oannot be settled are (1) laok of d9lllooraoy 
and what 1s even more serious (2) the desire to exercise oontrol over Israel. With 
regard to the first, d&mooraoy has tled from the ZOA, whioh is an autooratio dic
tatorial organizatioll that does not know demooraoy. Bow oan we settle with that? I 
have not given my lire to Zionism to have the State of Israel Silveri zed and 
Neumannited, We fought for a free progressive State in Israel. The regime here is 
a mortal enemy of the Government of Israel. The Gover.nment of Israel since May 16th 
is almos·t as great a miraole as the miraole oftha Jewish State.. 

We will make up our differenoes with SIlver and Neum~ when theT reaooept the 
demooratio faith, and when they oease to deal with Ben Gurion as it he were Bevin 
and with the State of Israel as i.t it were our eD8!D7. 

It the masses in the Zionist movement today understood the intent of the rsso
lutions passed by the ZO! Exeoutive Committee, they would oonsign them to oblivion. 
We would not have had to hold this meeting today. If you wi'11 it. that Neumann-Silver 
regime .ill oome to an end. 

In oonolusion, I support t.hese resolutions. We .ill give and seoure whatever 
funds are required in order to diSlodge the group -whioh disgraoes the Zionist move
ment and whioh is hostile to the Jewish Agency and the World Zionist Congress. 

I .ant to see ~e State of Israel. But when I go I want to be able to say of 
Amerioan Zionism that Itweare not going to tether you, to imprison you. We want a 
liberal progressive demooratio forward-looking State.- I teel that the biggest 
problem in my life Is still before me. We are going to liberate the Zionist Organi
zation of Amerioa and help to keep the State of Israel a great tree, demooratio, 
liberal progressive State worthy of ·our past. 
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For ,-our intol'8&tlon, I .. attaching 
hennrt t.h copies o£ two letters Miled 
OIl Dec_bar l.Otb 'to Dr e Heumann and the 
Edl. tor at the ..... Pal.sYno. 

• 
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the country to acquaint the ~eople with the specifies of the issuea 

at atalca. 

I .... wri tinS this editorial in order to st1mul.ate discussion 

in DenY"r. I aUlleat tbat this 1IIiI.tter ba debated tully and freely be-

fore the Denver DIstrIct of the ZOA, so thA t 'We I!lIY beco.e conversant 

.Ith the issuea which w1ll arl •• at the next ZOA lational Conference, 

Yay 23-30. I propose • apeelal .ee ing or the Diltrlct which should 

~;.l,~ 
be ~ publici •• d and well-attended, at whIch a debate be presented 

on tha SUbJect of the present ZOA latio al AdmIn1stration. 

I personally would urge that tile present Administration 

be unseated, end that its can4ldatas be defeated. Others w11l oer-

tainly ioh to express so opposite point ot view and gIve a vote ot 

confidence to Dr. Neumann and his rollowers. Only by bringing thi8 

entlr • .atter to the attention of our pPOpla wl11 we be serying 

I otCer this ebellenge in the .1ncare bope that the Denver 

ZOA executive committee w111 make arransement. tor such an open debate 

and d1scuss1on a9 ouUined above, and I as oertain that lIh"n the d15-

cus.1on 1s ooncluded tbe Denver District will rea11ze that the future 
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I ... dJ.ctat1Dg tIl1s note 111 haste, aa it ia Erev Peoach, and loads of 
work undone. 

I would st..nss three poiDta;,min'71 1. \fa have been supporting an 
ed Jl1n1 8tratiOll in Jewish Lite, which, not one of 'WI vould have supported 
in general American Life. It is shock'ng, in view of the tact that the 
Jew has elV8T8 represented the liberal and the progre •• iw. HOII could we 
support an administration that represents the nN ot 1890, or of the Liberal 
League. 

2. As Jews, we have C<Dple1ned bitterly about Idserable traa-..t b;y 
certain el8lll8llt. of tbe pre •• , vbo have given "" no opportunity to defend 
ourselves. The New PalestiDe, UDder the pr8HDt ed.'n1 stratlon,haa been 
closed to tried and true Zionists. Lipsky has be .... anable to get an article 
1I1to the Nev Pelest1l1e, eta. The wry fact that you fiI1d it difficult to 
get a haaring, is, 111 itself 1I1dJ.cative. 

3. (a) The state of Israel DIl.U!It not become another Balken State. It 
must express the vision of the prophets in termsl ot social Justice. If the 
strongest rorce 111 Diaspore Jevry, cODtrolling bJmdreoI. of millions of dol
lars, is out to break this govanaent, ool7 tha Lord know. what type 1I1ter
naome strife may result. (b) This is not .. question of personal1.ties. 
Whether I personall,. admire Silver or H8VIIIB.D.. Wise or LipslQ". has little 
to do with the problem. Whether I .favor the polic1.es of We1.sman, Ben Gurion 
acd Shartok, or whether I will .eak an 1l2lholy elliAace with the Be1gine and 
~r extreme reactioll8l7 foree. i. UIportant. Ci to the refosel to con
demn the Stem:1sts, etc. 

The quest.1.on vill be asked about ne'lrl-comera in the ranks. Most o£ us 
111 the leadarabip of the progressives have dedicated at laast JO years to 
Zi.onia. The M:>ntor question will be brought uP. The answer ia siJIple. 
For tha good of tbe U.J.A. he took a belly-full for a ""'IIher of year., and 
f 1nall y split 11 gut. Tbe f1l1al po1l1t is this. Surel;r tha State of Israel 
shauld know what is best for it. 1I1t erests. Tbey are quite aYident].y sUpport
ing the progressives. 

Yours s1.uceral)r, 

ttl b.~A-'-'-' fJ ~P.LIL 
Wllliu P. areeotcld 
Rabbi 

Wl'!lt1Onservative Synagogue Dedicated to the PerpetU4tiori. of Vital . Tradition,,) Iud";m. 
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PANIC IN ZOA 

Since its defeat in the UP A Board, the ZOA leadership 
h.as been drifting in rough seas without a compass. The 
annual convention is only six weeks off. but no program 
is discernible. the name of the candidate is not known. 
and the only rational discussion of the convention is 
being contributed by the CPZ and - we are gl3.d to see 
- the National J~ish Post. 

The "leaders" were confident that when they withdrew 
from responsibility for the UJA they would! be pressured 
by a draft movement to return to their posts in the 
Jewish Agency~ in order to save the campaign from 
anticipated collapse. That did not happen. There was 
no collapse and no draft. In fact. with gratifying speed 
and efficiency the Washington conference was organized 
and attended by 1,200 communal workers from all pam 
of the country and the campaign was launched in a spirit 
of exaltation and sacrifice. The resigned leaders could 
have helped. but the campaign had to gel along with· 
out them. 

To show their indifference to the responsibilities or 
the campaign the ZOA arranged two events for Monday. 
l\farch 21St. 'One day after the Washington conference. 
One was a dinner meeting o( "two hundred indu5uiali&u" 
called to fix attention not upon the UJA campaign. but 
on the fact that the ZOA bad an Israel projea all its 
own - the Israel Corporation. a private investment com
pany. The public eJIea of the unsuccessful dinner 
meeting was to deepen the impression made by Dr. Silver 
that the ZOA would leave the UJA campaign exclusive
ly to the majority that had taken over and that it was 
still nursing its grievance. 

On the same day. the ZOA Executive made the 
surprise decision that the annual convention would be 
held not .in July or later. but in May. The decision 
meant that tbe whole ZOA would be absorbed during 
April and May in a controversial convention. the prepara
tions for which would arouse factional controversy and 
divert attention from the principal Zionist business, 
i.e .• the UJA campaign. It also would serve as a handicap 
for the opposition. which would not have much time to 

LEADERSHIP 
advance their cawe except at the expense of the cam
paign, to which most of them are devoted. It meant 
that the convention itself would be a hurried alfair. 

(Ccmcluded on page 3) 

Dewey. Stone Nomi1Ulted 
Dewey D. Stone of Brockton. Mass., was unani

mausly nominated for the Presidency of the ZOA 
by the Executive Committee of the New England 
Zionist Region at a well-attended meeting held on 
Sunday. April 10. 

~fT. Stane has played an important role in the 
affairs of the present administratian. He is a memo 
ber o( its Executive Committee and Inner Com
mittee. He w been a consistent supporter 'Of Dr. 
Silver. As chairman of the Expansion Fund of 
the ZOA, he made a record in results and personal 
devotion. He did not support the present leaders 
in their recent attack on the Jewish Agency Exec
utive. On the contrary, he took a leading part in 
the successful struggle far the reconstitution of the 
UPA and UJA alang democratic lines. 

His supporters look. upon Mr. Stone as a 
"compromise" candidate. who "will labor un
ceasingly for cooperation and harmany in Zionist 
ranks, and will give ~lf heart and soul to the 
urgent task of uniting all groups and all leaden 
under the banner 'Of constructive work for the ZOA 
and the Jewish State." 

Mr. Stone has just returned from Israel aboard 
the presidential plane. which brought President 
Chaim Weinnann to this country. He is Chainnan 
of the Board of the Weizmann Institute 'Of Science. 

The nomination of the New :England leader has 
found immediate support in the Executive Com· 
mittee of the Wynne6eld Zionist District of 
Philadelphia. the largest District in Pennsylvania, 
which enthusiastically seconded the proposal. 



PROGRAM 
111 order to find (j solution to some of the grave p-roblems 

facing the ZOA today~ we oDe" for p-re-convrntion 
discussian the following program of action: 

1. Develop Close Ties with Israel 
The incoming admillistration of the lOA should take 

the initiative in developing- a closer and more direct 
interest in .Israel among the Jews of America. This 
objective may be attained througb the establishment in 
the United States of various institutions to heighten the 
interest of American Jewry in the social, roltural and 
economic phases of Israeli life. Among immediate steps 
proposed are: a) the sponsorship in American universities 
of special chairs for the teaching of Hebrew; b) the 
encouragement of Hebrew classes and clubs to promote 
the study of Hebrew among Ameri~ Jews who may 
visit Israel either as settlers of visitors; c) the stimulation 
of "Chalutz." activities among American Jewish )'outh; 
d) the establishment in Israel of. an American Jewish 
center (or the reception and guiiiance of Jewish settlers 
and visitors from this country; e) the establishment ill 
Israel of a special school for American Jewish youth who 
decide to settle permanently in tbe Jewish State. These 
brief poinu - by no means a complete program - are 
urged for consideration and action at the convention. 

2. Stimulate Fund·Raising for Israel 

A prim.try function of the ZOA 1& to stimulate: the 
gathering of funds for the recognized national institutioD5 
which are supported by the United Jewish. Appeal. At 
the same tim.e, the ZOA, in cooperation with the ap
propriate economic organs of the Jewish Agency and 
the Government of Israel. should stimulate private in· 
vestment of American capital in Israel. But under no 
clrcumstaOC%$ shall the adminisuation of the ZOA assume 
• direct res,ponsibility for any private investment 
corporation. 

3. A Federation of all American 
Zionist Groups 

The incoming ZOA administration shall be authorized 
to take steps to organize a federation of all recognized 
American Zionist groups. This over·all body approved 
by the World Zionist Organization (1937) will perform 
in this country the broad functions which are exerclse:d 
on a world basis by the World Zionist Executive (Exec· 
utive of Jewish Agency). It shall cooperate whole
heartedly with the Government of the State of Israel 
and take a leading role :in reviving the ideals of 
democracy and representative government in American 
Jewish affairs. 

OF ACT I ON 
4. An Executive Committee to Lead ZOA 

Following the democratic example of the World 
Zionist Congress and iu Executive. the constitution of 
the ZOA shall be amended to permit the election by 
proportional repres.eIlt'Hion of an executive body of 
seven to nine member-.. each heading one department. 
They shall be coUeoh·cly responsible. together with the 
president, to the larger Executive Commhtee of seventy 
for t.he affairs of the ZOA between conventions. The 
present set-up of rule by an. Inner Committee appointed 
by the president and responsible only to him shall be 
abandoned. 

• • • • 
This brief program is submitted for discussion by 

districts, regions and candidates and for decision at the 
convention. I t is by no mearU a complete solution .for all 
the problems facing the ZOA. but it may serve as pre· 
liminary repon on the reorganization of the ZOA. 

A 'Neutral' Writes To 
The New Palestine 

Sol B. Abrams~ who presided at a Bronx, N. Y., 
Zionist district meeting at which Jacques Torcz.yner 
and Harry Seeve debated on the policies of the ZOA, 
wrote the following letter to the editor of The 
NeDJ Palestine. A copy of the letter was sent to 
the CPZ: 

"t hasten to correct several erroneous remarks as 
reported in the March!1 issue of The New Palestine. 
Firstly. Mr. Torczyner did not have an 'easy time 
in proving the charges unfounded.' Both leaders 
claimed to have documenu or letters in their 
possession, but neither produced any. There was no 
winner in the debate. It was an exciting, informative 
discussion, which opened many minds to thinking. 
It was a very healthy meeting - a shot in the arm 
10 stimulate: Zionist actions. 

"I am not a member of the CPZ and I do not 
agree: entirely with their views. However, T ask 
you to answer their charge that The New Palestine 
is dosed to oppositional views. I have reason to 

believe that your story on the meeting was written 
before our meeting took place. It was definitely 
slanted and your reports come from shrouded 
sources. 

"I would sincerely urge that oppositional views 
be granted equal space, line fOT line, column for 
column in forthcoming issues of The New Palestjne. 
Newsprint is expensive. Give space to cultural, 
district and political ne.ws, rather than utilize it in 
attacks upon our brethren and fellow Zionists." 



PANIC IN ZOA LEADERSHIP 
(Concluded !Tom page I) 

What is the administration line? 

From observations dropped by Dr. Sil ver and Dr. 
Neumann the general idea may be gathered that the 
Administration comes to the convention to defy imagin
ary enemies who plan the liquidation of the ZOA. 

In the -meantime. to the surprise of the administration 
(and of all interested parties). l\{r. Danie1 Frisch, one 
of the vice-presidenu of the ZOA. who bas made known 
his ambitions (or months. takes the field and begins to 
gather endorsements of his candidacy [or president. He 
has been given the rigbt of way as a candidate in the 
New Palestine. He has spoken very freely of programs. 
of his intentions. if elected as president, without waiting 
fot any official approval. Although there are a number 
of other candidates in the stables of the leadership. no 
one else has spoken, no one ehe has written. nor have 
the leaders themselves had anything to say of any relevant 
importance. 'Mr. Frisch is very sure of- himself. 

But it seems that the administration which he so loyally 
represents and defends does noti want aoy part of him. 
They seem to doubt his reliability. Meetings are held 
attended by administration leaders to "Stop Frisch." 
Stop him with what, with whom? Why should the 
administra.tio:n want to stop him? 

][ this is not panic, what would you caD it? 

U the Zionist Jeadenhip were thinking of the future 
of the ZOA, they would give the Zionists time to prepare 
for a convention which would arrive at momentous 
decisioos bearing upon the ZOA program~ its relation 
to the World Zionist Organization, to the Slate o( ls.rael. 
and to the American Jewish Community. Peace and 
good will would be in their hearts and in their words 
instead of pride of opinion, the vanity o( confidence 
votes, the continuity of their control. They would invite 
all groups within the ZOA to a pre-convention conference 
to arrive if possible at an ulIlderstanding as to how the 
convention is to be conducted, what common program 
can be agreed to, even what candidates can be jointly 
supported. They would cease their foolish alarums 
about conspiracies and realize what they should have 
realized long before this that most American Jews are 
now prepared to cooperate wholeheartedly. sacrificially. 
in the building of the Jewish State. It is the willingness 
to help which the ZOA leadership calls conspiracy and 
a desire to liquidat.e. They are not enemies of Zionism or 
Zionists any longer. A new Zionist organization is grow
ing before our very eyes and the lOA leadership refuses 
to see it. 

• • • • 
We would be the first to express appreciation of the 

historic political services rendered by the ZOA in the 
past four years. It is a pity that tbe record should be 
marred by what is now going on in the ZOA leadership. 

'We Do Not Need Your 
Political Aid' - Sharett 

(Excerpt of address delivered rece.ntly in Philadelphia 
by Foreign Minister Moshe ShQ.'rett of Israel) 

There were times when we from Palestine and we 
represenutives of the Zionist movement bere, applied to 
Jews tlrrougbom Lhe United States to throw in their lot 
witll OUT cau~c and help us politically, use their voting 
strength in thi~ country, use their influence on the gov. 
ernment, in tbe press. with tl1eir fellow Americans -
Gentiles - in order to help us. That.is over. We no 
longer appeal to your political help. We do not need it. 

Tflis may be a very bold statement, but tllat is the 
position. JUSt because there is a State of Israel there 
must be a certain amount of separation. We cannot 
claim your allegiance in any (ormal sense to the State 
of IsraeJ. You owe your allegiance, as citizens, to your 
own country and to your own governmenL 

We hope very m~ch - in fact we feel confident - mat 
the bond of friendship between us as the State o[ Israel 
ana your government '\Yill go from strength to strength. 
and that there will never be ahy serious misunderStanding 
between us. But that is our relationship as a stale to 
state" 

When we go to Wasliington and ta..lk_ to your Secretary 
of State we do not talk on your behal£; ~ ta..lk on behalf 
of the SEate of Israel. We do not expect you to accept 
any political responsibility for our status in the inter· 
national world. That responsibility is ours aJone. 

Fre3k Gains for Frisch 
Fail to Arouse ZOA Ardor 

Pre-election dopesters were sta.rtled this week by 
the conspicuous lack of ardor demonstrated by the 
ZOA adminisuation in behalf of the presidential 
candidacy of Daniel Frisch. a ZOA vice-president 
who threw his hat into the ring several months 
ago, presumably with the blessings of the ZOA 
leadership. 

While Frisch supporters continue to stump the 
country gathering endorsement.s for their choice, the 
ZOA administration is beginning to lose interest. 
In the Brooklyn. N. Y. region (25,000 members) a 
few days ago, the Frisch candidacy was actively op
posed by four close adherents of the Neumann 
group. 

Observers of the Zionist scene are inclined to 
believe that for some unknown reason Frisch has 
fallen out of favor with the ZOA leadership. Another 
possibility is that the leadership has still not gi.ven 
up aU hope of promoting a "draft" movement (or 
one of their more "loyal" SOIU. 



CREDO OF THE CPZ 
The organizational structure of the ZOA must be 

revamped. to bring the vast, unorgan4ed pro-Zionist 
American Jewish community direa1y into Zionist We. 

Room must be found in the ranks of the ZOA for new 

faces. new talents and new elements. The present admin

istration, caught in a morass of doubt and dissatisfaction 

and unable to make an objective readjustment to the 
reality of the primacy of the Israeli government in world 

Jewish political affairs. has closed the organization's heart 

and mind to new ideas and Dew leadenhip. 

The partisan tendency of the present WA administra· 

tion in supporting right wing elements in Israel must 

oease. We must remain aloof from party dogma, not 

aligning ourselves with left or right, but 5Upporting all 

creative forces in Israel. 

In world councils of Zionism, the American Zionist 
movement must stand together with progressive and 
ealighleoed panies and foster liberal and advanced 
thinking on social and economic problems. 

Friendly relations must be established between the 
ZOA administration and the authorities in W<uhington. 

The columns of ZOA publications. including the 
New Palestine. must be opened to all members of the 
ZOA regardless of position. Convention issues must be 
presented without deJay and with objectivity to Zionist 
Districts and Regions for general discussion by the mem
bership at large. Convention procedure must be amended 
to permit free-and open discussion of important issues 
by rank and file delegates_ 

The essential element of democracy - the closed 
ballot - must replace the standing vote for major 
decisions at ZOA conventions. 

COMMIITEE FOR PROGRESSIVE ZIONISM 

2SO West 57th Street New York 17, N. Y_ 

CPZ Bringing Issues to the Communities 
The Committee for Progressive Zionism, essentially a 

"grass-roolS" movement stemming from the dissatisfaction 

of Zionist communities in every section of the country 

with the present administtation of the ZOA, continues 

to receive new impetw from aroused rank-and-file Zionists 
acr0&5 the land_ 

A report from Peoria, Ill., states that the Zionist district 

there unanimously adopted a resolution endorsing the 
CPZ and pledging ilS delegation to the lOA convention 

to the CPZ candidate. 
In a letter £rom Memphis, Tenn., Abe D. Waldauer 

reports that "the Memphis Zionist District will line up 

almost unanimously with the CPl." The Zionist District 

of Pittsburgh has scheduled a membership meeting for 

May r to diIcuSI the internal problems of the ZOA 

Speakers representing the administtation and the CPZ 
have been invited to tell lheir respective sides of the story. 

Speaking before "100 members of the Seventh Zionist 
District in New York - the country's Largest ZOA district 
- Morris Margulies, a member of the CPZ Executive. 
emphasized that "this is the time when someone who is 
not closely identified with either the administration or 
the opposition should be chosen for the lOA proidency 
-someone who will be able to rally all the groups within 
the ZOA and thus not only heal the breach but present 
to the world a powerful ZOA. ... Everyone is not only 
needed. but everybody is wanted," 

In community alter community interest is running 
high. CPZ headquarters has been swamped with requests 
for literature. speakers and membership cards. CPZ 
spea ken have participated recently in special meetings in 
Philadelphia, Bridgeport. Boston, Washington, Balti· 
more, Oeveland, Long Island, N. Y., and other com· 
munitiea, 
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ltSOUJTIC"S P'\':'S~D ~"T CPZ o:mF~lC1iCL 
SUNDr.Y .. £'.FRIL 17th 

at the 
!X>t.::L a::a:. -OOOR'=:, tC7 1(\3 CITY 

The chief aim of the C?Z has been - and is - to bring about a ohange in the 
'lJJA Bcklinistration on the basis of coalltio!!. and ?roportional respTesentation; 
and to further progr essive Zionisw. 

At the ?ittsburgh oonvention last yoar, when the 'lIJJ.. administration exprossed 
a \':'illinglless to negotiate for coalition and group representation even on a 
limited seale, the CPZ immediately took: up the su~estion . In the last hours of 
the convention an unwarranted attack was ~3da on our group and the door was closed 

to any further discussion . 

In addition, throughout the year, tho :Os administration has used every 
propaganda device, fc.ir and unfair, to mak<l it nppear that the CPZ is a subversive, 
destruoti~ forco aiminl; not at the legitinste pu1"'Jose of chanting the ZOA 
aQoinistratioD, but tho liquidation of the org~lzed Zionist ~ovement. The CPZ 
had no alternative but to prepOlre to ?roacnt its 0'l1n. list of ce.c.didates at the 
next ZOA oonventi on. 

As no approach the oonvention, pushod fonm r d by the 'UJA leaci.arship from. 
July to Uay, it remoins our oonviction·that the ZOA ~t this tirne cannot afford 
a publio display of pnrty controversy; .and thnt only throu~h nn all- inclusive 
ooalition \lill it be o:sible to ouster 0.11 ZOA re80UrcoS for 3ervico to 
Z\ onism and to the State of Isrt-al. In ~ho last tow conths, the CrZ halS tnl:en 
advantage of every oL'?ortunity to furt:-.er the ceusc of unity in discussion with 
all interestod parties. It has had suoh diSCUSSions with the adninistration ex
officio, with independent candidatos and r egional Gr oups . It Vias Our hope to 
b(I in a pod t10D to report to this confer ence the success of our endoavor s. 

The CPZ regrets tr..e.t no such fnvor:.ble report can be me.de hare today. 
Various ce.ndidates have beon nooinatorl whose F8rtisans are en~agod in an active 
developi!ij; onmpeign in districts and regions . The ZOA ad:tinistration soom unable 
to present a unity tront itself. 

Tho C?Z feels, ho".rever, tbpt tx..re is now, for the first time, a real 
chance to press fornsrd for an agreement i.!! advance of the convention on a joint 

program and a j oint ltn of oend1dotes . ;"8 Zior..ists, we must not ibOore 
that chancej - oven though it was intended, £.t this ceotin!; today, to nominate 

a slate of cnndidates . 

Therefore, this oon~eronoe deoides to naco n Conmittee of Fifteen to explore 
l'nth all interested groups, the possibility for achievint; the desired objective . 

In the event no agreenent 15 possible, the COr:lCi tteo shall nominato or approve 
a list of candidates and announce its decision no lQtor than ~ay 1st. The 
oo~ittoo shall r~vc full and fi~Ql authority in those matters. 

11 . CLOS;D BALLOT 

The closed ballot is the ossence of detlocrotic eleotions . At the last 
Zicnist Convention in Pittsburgh 'lIJA ncb1nistratlon lenders promieed that steps 
would be taken to de::locrntize tho procedure by which offioer s of the '1JJA are 
elected. In line wit:: t~!OSO assurauoo8, this meeting of throe hundred 
repreoSentQtivel3 of Zionist districts throughout the countr:'{ dElilDnds a closed 
'l'tritten alphzlbetioa1 ballot at the forthcoming Wi.. Convention on )~ay 28th- 30th. 
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April 21, 19/fi 

Dear Friend. 

Pleaso publ1cite the tollouing facta to all interested pe r sons 
Within your co~ity. 

The Cozittee tor Progressive ,-100ism ~:ClAi.n8t1ng Conference, which 
met on Sunday, April 17th, in 1:07 York, had been soheduled to name 
C. P. Z. oandidates tor the presidency a.nd other officers of the 
Zionist Or,an1zation or Aceric. for presentation at the Z.O.A. 
national oonvention on 1o:Iy 28-'. This conterence voted to defer 
namin& its slate of candidates until 1:ay let 1.0 order not to 
jeopar dize the POSSibilities of peace in t he Zionist movement in this 
country. 

IllrinG tho two- .....-eel: interit\ the Com::1ittee of Fifteen will be r eo.dy 
to "explore \7ith all interested groups" on "'ays and meaDS of 
un1.tyint the various Zioni st elotrlents in this oountry. Unl ess 
tangible results are achieved by l':"y 1st, the resolution warned 
that "the C. P. Z .. hes no alternative but to prepare to present its 
own list of candidates at the next Z. O. A. convention. · 

Rudolf G. Sonneborn ot Ncr' York, tea surer of the C. P.Z. , was n&oed 
Chai~an of t he Cocmittee of Fifteen whioh willnegotiate with 
"all inter:sted gr oups seeking poace and unity in the Zionist 
Ilovooent . Other members ot the Co!:e.lttee are , n-. J .. Leona r d Azt:Leer, 

SChoJ!8ctady; Uax B!rnbau:t, lje\T Yo rk; Isaclore Breslau, f."ash1ngtonj 
Hltchell 11 . Cohen, ?hj l adolpblai AbraMJ:l FeinberG. lIew York; 
Harold J .. Goldenberg, li1nneapo1i3; Jo~eph !:albert, Atla:rt-ie City; 
Adolf L. Haebur(er, Baltimore; Benjamin R. Ha.rr1e, Chlce.go ; 
Isadore Le.fair, ?hiladelphia ; Sol Lucknan, Cincinnati, 
Judge Jacob Schwols~, Hartford; 3~ra Z. Shapiro, Cleveland; 
and Carl Shol"tl8.n, New York .. 

In another resolution the C.P. Z. eonferenoe deoanded a closed ballot 
at tho forthooming Z.O • .I.. convention. The resolution pointed out 
that Z. O. A. loaders had pledged at last year l s convention in 
?lttsburgh to institute a Closed ballot but that no steps in that 
direction had been taken to date . 

CF:g 
encl. 
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Rabbi Herbert Jrie_ 
Cong. BDanuel 
1595 Pearl St_ 
Denl'er~ Colo. 

Dee.r Rabbi Jriecmm: 

TEL. : MURRAY HlLL 4-29'\0 

April. 18. 1949 

We. the unders1gned, are pl&llDing a NatioD&l. .Aeeembly tor lAbor Ierael to be 
held 1n NeW' York Ctty OD Monday eveniq, June 20th, and cont1Duing through the 
£lIt and 22nd at the lIotel N .... Yorker. 

We are sending this iDyl tat ion to you &8 ODe ot a selected group ot writers, 
artists, scholars and educators, ~bbll. communal leaders and aclentlets, whom 
we regard. as particularly qualified to give counsel and personal service, and we 
earnestly request that you accept sponsorship and participate in the s8ssions ot 
the Assembly • 

• e have come to a turning point 10 Jewish history. Within these last momentous 
months our people have established the State ot 18l'tl81 as a tree and independent 
republic. They have 8uccesstully detended ita eoYereigDty upon the field ot 
battl... They ba ... orsan1zed a go.eroment Wh1ch 11 capably d180berg1ng all the 
taaka 01' tree government. They have drafted a constitution embodying the tunda
mentals ot democraoy. They bave held a £ene~ election in which all ~~icl. 
pated on equal terms regardless 01' raoe, faith, sex, occupation or political 
affiliation. It will be the task ot the government thus elected to establish 
IsraelIs constitution, to assimilate into Isreeli society mwriads o~ Jews from 
e.ll oyer the 1f'Orld, to ID9Jce 1'1rm tbe cultural. economic 8Jld political. founcla
tiona 0"1 the Israeli republic and to establish :trlendl.y cooperation With all the 
countries 01' the earth. 

This Dew situation br1nga new responsibilities to Jews everywhere. It requires 
tram them a complete rethinking 01' the Jewish position. The Zionist movement 
baa achieved Its 181m, as that was set torth in the Basle program. Now the new 
State ot Israel presents the world and us with new tasks, new problems and new 
frontiers. What sort ot community shall Israel grow into? The proposed con. 
Btitution provides the expected artio1es on civil rights, on full religious and 
political equality ot all oitizens and on the duties ot government to establish 
and CB1ntain Justice and security. 
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But, as you well know, proposal 1s not achievement. We urgently invite you to 
jo1n with us in helping to conv~rt proposal into achievement. The recent elec
tions have retained Mapa! in theposltlon of responsible leadership_ We urgently 
invite you to help keep this leadership tbe effective instrument of democratic 
realization it ba.s always endeavored to be. We knoW' that you are among those 
who BBe clearly that Israel must not serve as a refuge merely for the stateless, 
the Buffering, the uprooted sons and daughters of our people but that the State 
must likewiss embody tor mankind a democracy whieh 18 a way of life as ~ll as a 
form of government; whiCh, 8S a free society assuring individual initiative 
without social injustice, serves and 1s served by the ideals of international 
cooperation 8nd international peace expressed in the charters of UNO and UNESCO. 

We urgently invite you to meet with us, therefore, these three daye in June. We 
are calling this Assembly in order that we may explore together alternatives of 
cooperative action in support ot these ends and to lay betore our tellow- citizens 
the conolusions we have reached. 

This invitation is extended to you with the oordial endorsement of the Central 
Comadttee ot the Labor Zi onist Organization o~ America and baa the a~proval of 
the Mapai in Israel. t 

vi, / Cordially yours . 

'f1(b ~ ric <r 

tt~:r- ~ 
Professor Hayim Fineman 

I..} .. < ... .t: .. / 
Waldo Frank 

Louis Kraft 

d;a~::~· 

~::1 :ab.~'Go:~ ~ L.C~ 
~~~~L.£ 

Maurioe Samuel 

Rabbi James G. Heller Protessor Albert Solomon 

Professor Horaoe M. Kallen /<-Ra-bb- 1- Samu- .-l/ hl (Jy--'1 
OJ ~h zu~.nna:. \ 
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March 25, 1949 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
Temple Emanuel 
1595 Pearl Street 
Benver, Colorado 

Dear liabbi Friedman: 

We are sending under separate cover copies of the Progressive 
Zionist program which we hope you will help bring to the Z.ionist 
membership of your community. Perhaps they can be distributed 
at looal meetings or sent through tne mails to selected key 
people whom you believe helpful to the CPZ. If' additional 
oopies are desirable , please write us. 

If possible, we ~uld like seeing an article by you in the local 
Anglo-Je~sh press as well as letters to the editor from other 
friends in your area Who can bring the issues closer to the 
c Oill!!l.un i ty. 

We would like SOme objective picture of What is happening in 
Denver in tenns of the election machinery for the convention in 
May. Any report of ZOA activity or projeoted aotion by the 
local CPZ adherents would be helpful . 

The Executive Board is anxious to see more local activity and 
disoussion'take place throughout the country. Denver is one 
such place to start a forum or debate and obt~in fair repre
sentation to the convention. 

May we hear from you soon? The convention is around the corner. 

CfIF:rh 

Sincerely yours . 

~UJ\(.~ 
Charles W. Feinberg 
Field Director 



Rabbi B. A. lriedman 
1595 Pearl St. 
Denver, Colorado 

Dear Rabbi lriedman, 

Dur1ng my visit to Isreel Karch 24 to Apr1l 24, I 
would like to have you substitute tor me with one 
guest editorial. 

You may write on anT subjeot you dasire under your 
De.m..e. 

Please make your editorial 500 words in length or 
thereabouts, but no longer. 

1M)[ GOlDIBG, ,.......,. 

Your gueat editorial w111 run in our issue ot April 
7th, the deadline for whioh ia. Monday, April 4th. 

PIe sse have 
side of the 
ing my trip 

BG/aj 

it typewritten, double spa oed on one 
sheet. I appreoiate your part in mak-

p09sible •••• and Sb~~al~ 

p-t.#e~of 

PHONE TAbor 3271 • 609 E and C BLDG . • DENVER 2. COLORADO 
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April 11, 1949 

Dear Rabbi Friedman. 

In order that the aims and purposes of our Committee may 
be adequately presented to the Z.O.A. Convention 
(He. York, lle.y 28-30), it 1s 1lDperative that all those 
in sympatby with our program be elected as delegates to 
the Convention. I urge you, therefore, to please see 
to it that you and your friends be among the delegates 
chosen by your district and that, if elected, you make 
arrangements to attend. 

I would appreciate your filling out and returning the 
enclosed post card at your earliest convenience as I am 
eager to know whether W9 can count upon your presence as 
a delegate to the next Z.O.A. Convention. 

With kind regards, I am, 

Sincerely yours. 

. Rosenbloom 
CJR: gb :bairDI:..t' 



Committee far 
PROGRESSIVE ZIONISM 

~&ha 

ZIONlSI' ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

250 WEST FIFrY.SEVENTH STREET • NEW YORK 19, N. Y. • ROOM 1011 • PL 7-4725 

OFFICERS 

C'""'-
CH.w..a J. BOSDI1.OOI111 
"~blU,h, PL 

Y DCIuDrrrMn 
a....ou 1. GolJlCJ'f8UC 

Minn«lpolU. Minn. 
..... z.........., 
C~Ohio 

C~ EJree. Comm. 
ABLULl. FIIIlOEIG 

New York, N. Y. 

Tmuuru 
RVlIOLP C. Somu;aou 

N_ York. N. Y. 

CIuUnntua, Fin.. CoIMI. 
FlED MosOS$OI'I' 

Bolton. Mau. 

--

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman, 
Temple &Danuel., 
1595 Pearl street, 
Delrrer, Colo 

Dear Rabbi Friedman: 

April. 1), 1949 

I(r purpose in 1IT1ting to you now is to enlist your support 
in connection with the question of delegates to tho next ZOA 
coavention. I hope that DaDTer will be able to send as many
de~egatea 8.8 its aembership entitles it to haye. On the other 
hand, because of the distance, I doubt wbether you will be able 
to send your f"ull representation. In that event, I would urge 
you to please Jl8ke use of SOIlS of our people to represent your 
district. 

On the back of this letterhead you will find a llst of our 
Executive Coma1ttee IIlnbers, &:DiY of who. would be delighted 
to serve as a del.egate from your district and mal7ir of mOIl. are 
known to you and would lend distinction, you w1.1l adJdt, to 
"'IY district that the,- might represent. 

You lmderstand, or course, that this kind or selection is 
ab.olut.e~ within the 10" and -.1thin your right. 

Looking forward to hearmg f'rom. you, I am, with kind personal. 
regards. 

lIIl:rh 110m. llarguli •• 









ab ... r a.s_ ill _ui_ ~fIit _ dil' ... pusuu. , tI.

......... r PNPUaiU- wiUda ..,., 7 e. 



Committee far 
PROGRESSNE ZIONISM 

MIirhin "'-

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

250 WEST FIFl'Y-SEVENTB STREET • NEW YORK 19, N. Y. • ROOM lOll • PL 74725 

OFFICERS 

"""-
Ca.uu:s J. Rosam.oo. 

Pin! .. • .. PL 

JI~ 

Iluou J. Gol.oauac 
MiMeapolU. !finA. 

EzaA Z. Swnll(l 
Cl~Ollio 

Chairman. E.-. Com".. 
An' HAM F&UfIDIC 

New Ycwk. N. Y. 
T_ 
RlIOOlI C. So .............. 

N .. Yorlc. N. Y. 

~. Filt. Coma. 
hD MOl'fOllOR 

BOSllHl, AI __ 

s.... .... , 
] ... c.... 

N __ ,- N.J. 

L-----'--

Apr'il 4, 1949 

Rabbi Rerbert Aw Friedman 
.i'emple Emanuel 
1595 Pearl Street 
Denver . Colorado 

Dear Rabbi Fried:!lan: 

hy 1'>'e enlist your help in bringing the enclosed en 
messages to your co=nun1ty? 

These releases ~y be sent as a "letter to the editor" 
or as a personal by- line artiole to the local Anglo
Jewish press. Additional sit;:natures should be obtained , 
if possible . It would be ~ll to release these state
oents within an interval of 8. week between first and 
sec ond CO!!ll'1unications. 

Stateoents should be sent on ~our stationery. rewritten 
if neceesary to suit your style and presentation. Please 
send clippings when published. 

Wi th best wishes for good reaul ts , 

C";F:rh 
enole: • 

.:;, 
Sincerely yours, 

~u~.~·\~~ 
Olarlea If. Feinbert; -T 
Field Director 
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EAST SlXTffNllt AV&lUE AT I'£AIt STIHT 

DENYU • COlOtADO 

Dear Fri end: 

April 8, 1949 

I am sending you this statement ~f the 

a!.ms and purpeses of the CPZ, C.mmittee for Pr<>

Gl'essive Zil'nism, because I kn~w j;hat you, as an . 
J.·,Liva Zionist, are one rf the people who wants to 

00 as informed as possible about current affairs 

'tn Jewish Ure. 

Read it carefully,for it indicates the 

a;-eas of opini~n on which the National Conference 

.f the ZOA, called for May 28, will probably divide. 

The Pro~ressive Zionist group does E£l 

have as its purpose the destruction of the ZOA, but 

rather its liberalization along the lines suggested 

i~ the enclosed article. 

I would like to stimulate discussion in 

Denver on these issues, and so will welcome your 

couanents. 

Fls 

Sincerely, 

t+--J:~{ A F ~~~ 
Rab,i Herbert A. riedman 
National Executive Committee, 
Committee for Pr_gressive Zionism 

Ir74 - 1)(4 ••• ( fl«Ida ~ - 1949 
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April ll, 1949 

• Robert Gamz~y 
Intprmountain Je~ish News 
E and C Building 
Denver, Colorado 

Dear Editor: 

Serious readers of the English-Jewish press in this 
country have become increasingly aware within recent 
months o~ a major rift developing between ~he present 
leadershlp of the Zionist Organization of America and 
a mass movement of rank and file Z. O. A. members knovm 
as the Committee for Progressive Zionism . 

Charges and counter-charges have beer. heard. I am not 
at this moment attF~pting to judge the merits of the 
case . However , I do think that the 250 , 000 members of 
the Z. O. A. ., ana the member s of our local District, are 
entitlen to a factual and free hearing of the issues 
at stake. 

I recall that rumblings of the present dispute were 
evident at the Z. O. A. parley in Pittsburgh last year, 
but parliamentary tactics prevented the subject from 
reaching the floor . The Z. O. A. has announced that its 
next national convention will be held in New York City 
over the May JOth week-end . As a )Ilember in good 
standing of the Z. O. A., I ask now that representatives 
and spokesmen for thft C. P. Z. be invited to attend the 
conference as a group and to pre~~nt the1r 5ide of the 
story to convention delegates . 

The Israel elections demonstrated beyond a doubt that it 
is a denocratic country. Organizations such a~ the Z.O . A. 
presumably working for the benefit of Israel, must be 
equally democratic . Zionist leaders from all sections 
of the nation will gather in New York for the Z. O.A. 
convention . I c~n think o f no more a)propriate time 
for a frank and full discu<~ion, in " hich the delegates 
may participate, of the issues involved . Unless 
Dr . Silver and Dr . "eumannn have something to hie,,- from 
their own cembership, I am at a los~ to understand why 
C.P.Z. spokesmen should not be given adequate time 



Yr . Robert Gamzey - 2- "pr11 11, 1949 

during the conference to explain thp rpa~ons for their 
dissatisfaction with thp way thp Z.O. A. is now being 
run. n aeoocratlc discussion of controver~lal lssups 
would do "1uch to clear the atmosyhere ,,",nd to stren~then 
the Ar.~rlcan Zionist rnovecent . 

I sug~e~tea in an editorial in your paper last week that 
we adopt the s~e procedure locally - that we hold a 
general debate to put all the i,sues before our local 
Z. O.A. district. r bave r eceived no rcply thus f'r to 
this suggestion . (ay I repe,·t it ap,p.in, in all sincerity . 
The me~ber" of the Denver District ar~ entitled to hear 
the reasons wny the C.P.Z. 1s dissatisfied, and havin~ 
heard, thP:' car. decide any "8Y they wi.h . 

But why w111 toe Z.O. i. . Ex~cutive not cdl a meeting 
so tb.2. t tl.p rneabers may hear? r· there feor of tbe 
normal de~ocratlc frocess? 

, . 
Fls 

Sincerely yours , 

~A-.t:~~ 
Rabbi Herbert A. Frlpdman 

ember, Exp cutlve Committee 
Co~~ittee for Profresslve Zionism 
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FOR IMUEDIAT3 RJ1EASB 

C,P,Z, LAUIlCl!ES NATION"IIIJ3 DRIVE TO UNS::AT PR3SENT LO.\IERBHIP OF Z,O,A, 

"Grass Roots" l!ovement of kmrioan Zionists Throughout The Country 
Gains In lJomentum As Z.O. ~'l.. Convention Drat':'s Ncar; Hino 

Point ProUan :..dopted by C.p.Z. Executive Committoe 

A nine-point program desicned to stren~hen the Zionist movement in the 

United ~ates and to increase sharply the volume or ~\terican Jewish assistance 

to Israel in "this critical hour," ~8 adopt9d this wesk by the Executive Com-

mittee of the Ccumlttee for Progress!ve Zionism, composed exclusively of former 

officers and members of the Zionist Organization of ;umrioa.. 

Adoption of the nine-point prograJ:I was the opening gun in a gr0r71ng "grass 
, 

roots" movslll'nt, initiated by interested /.r1)rioan Zionists one year ago, to 

unseat the present "dictatorial" lead~rship ot the Zionist Or~ization of America 

and to bring about broad, deaocratio reforms within the Z.O.A. 

At tho same tim Charles J. Rosenbloom, of Pittsburgh, Chairman ot the 

C.p.Z., announced that regiona.l and local meetings ,.,ill be held in every seetion 

of the country b'ltween nay and Eay 1st to "aequo.lnt the tlaSS88 of ... "umricn.n 

Zionists with the issuos nt ste1!':e in tha f'orthccnins co!tYC!lntion of'the Z.O. A. 

soheduled for the l'18ekend of l':ay 30th." 

lioting that the Z.O.A. oonvontion had been schawled t:lore than one month 

earlier than usual, many national Z. O. A. leaders and distriots orltit~d the 

aotion as "harmful to the (.250,000,000 cempaign of the United Jewish :'ppeal by 

o. .. ll1ng together notive Jewish oommunity leaders at 0. time when they are 

~rlticallY' needed to stimulate looal O. J.~·l. drivos in their cClmClunities." 

The nine-poiT-t program of the Committoe for Progressive Zionism follows: 

1. The Z.O.A., as the baokbone ot Amarican Zionism, m~st immediately 

reoouppy its place in the councils ot the World Zionist l!oTomont. The Silvor 

and Neumann resignations from the Jewish Lgoncy Executive oust be r epudiated by 

the oembership, and an administration elected which will take its rightful plaoa 

;s a partner in the \'Tor Id Zionist Exooutive. as the voice and conscience or the 

loyal and devoted American Zionist moveoent. 

2. The partisan tondenoy ot the pro sent ZQ.\ adm1n.1.stration in 

supporting right wing and roactionary olements in Israel must ceo.se. The great 

tradition of' Ameriean Genoral Zionism which, £rom ita oarliest history adopted 
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a non-partisan but distinctly progre3sive oharacter, must be reaffirmed by an 

aroused membership .. 

We must redbcover and recover the great principles ot .Amelrioan Zionism 

which always were: Full support of all creativQ forces in Israel regardless of 

party; friendship and cooperation with the Israeli labor movement and appreciation 

for its creative Influonce in Jewish affairs; sympathy for tho religious tradi

tion of tho Jenvish psople; onoourae.mont of friendship betw9an capital and tho 

labor foroos of Israol united in the ffistadrut; non-interforence in Israeli 

party affairs; fostering and encouraging now cooperative as ~11 ~s privato 

enterprises in Israel. 

3. In world councils of Zioni~ the American Zionist movement ~st 
• 

again stand toe;ether lrlth progressive ond enlightened parties and foster liberal 

and advanced thinking on ~ocial '':''1,' ..l conomic probler:ls . 

Tho representatives of' tl~ 9rosant ZOA &dministration in the highost 

bodies of Zionism orten find thomsolvos in oommon caUSQ ~ith roactionary and 

rightist elements. In their frantic sornmblo for power the administration 

forges unholy alliances with tho blaokest forces in our l!O"1omsnt . 

The ZOA, as a groat Amerioo.n Jan.sh llovemont" must never again be 

tolerant of terrorism, reaction and Belg1nism in Jowish affairs. 

4. Ways and moons mUst be found to bring the wet, unorgru;i:r:od pro

Zionist !..morican Jowish Cor;mrunity directly into Zionist 11£0. Room nust bo round 

in our rBnks for new facos,new talents and nO'W eloJ:XJnts. 10 must revamp our 

orgnni:r:ational structure so that 0.11 tho80 unaffiliated and affiliated Amoricxn 

Jmys who wish to pllrticipata and cooperato in tho upbuildlng of Israel shall 

find their proper plncos und<3r the all- inclusive umbrella of tho World Zionist 

OrgnnizQ,tion. 

Tho pro sent administration, caught in a morass of doubt and dissatia

!"aotion and unablG to mako tlll objective readjustment to thB rea.lity of the 

primacy of the Israsli government in world Jewish political affairs, has closed 

the or~nlzation's heart and mind to now ideQs, now loadorship and oonstruotive 

suggestions. 

5. Friendly relations between the ZOA Administration and tho authori-

tios in ';'1ashington mus t be roestablisMd. It has bJcome common knowledge that 

thB political represontatives of the Amorioan Zionist Emer~ncy Counci~ nod tho 

Zionist Organization of ,,\moricn have found few listoners in i1o.shinston. 

A condition in which Isrnoli Quthorities Qro OD the best of te~ 

with our covermnont whUe our awn loaders find no maia 01'. friendship is an 

intolorable s1tuo.tion whioh L'\.ust bo rcrodiod without deley. 
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6. Tho oolumns of' ZOA publioc.tlons must 'be opcmed to all members ot 

the ZOA regardless of position. Tho Now Palestino must tulfill the function of 

publio clearing houso for Zionism in this country and ~lcoma contributions by 

all who bring naw idoaa, criticizo old notions, objoct to policies ot administro. ... 

ticn, ate. 1'1'0 havo observed with alarm as tho Now Plll~.din6 incroD.sinly became 

an organ specialiling i~ the glorificntic~ c~ indivic~a18 while losing its 

major .function roB +hu i.( .. 91::'ootuuJ hoar·; 1.ITc, .: u! of' !l gront democra.tio movom3nt. 

The llew Palostine must particularly nO'!'f, pI ior to oonvention timo, opan its 

colu.as to froe discussion of convontion iss uos, s~te8, convention procodure, 

etc. 

7, Convention issuos must without delay and with fairness ~ presented 

to Districts and Regions for gene r al dis c:J::;sion by th::l zmmbership at largl and 

assuranoe provided thnt tho 7il:i.(;(.. r .)f o::"i-c~cs lmd non-conformists shall b<:.l 

heard on all subjeots . No"!'; or.i.~· .. US', 'lll o.:"ert ZQ.A. membership insist on domo-

oratic rightB of freo disc .. H'Ri,:n .. ,t.~ opi::i(,:). in a.dvanoe of tho oonvontion but 

they mu3t 500 to it thst adoquo.t~ oonvJntic~ ~epro sontQtion ot nIl elo~e:1ts of 

opinion within eaoh district shall bv !l<is·.l!"nd. The ZOA MIS a.lways fC1.Uld room 

for difforences of opinion nnd beliot and this ~roa~ democratio tr5dit~on must 

now be reestabliShod. The flouting ot minority 7isws has no plnco in ~h~ 

Zionist movomont, whose dO!"l.ocr acy has always l'cund place as a matt~r .;)!' right 

for all dissenting-viows . 

8. Convention procedure must be amonded to parmit freo and open 

discussion of issues by rank and fila delegates. Convention sessions in rocent 

years have been packod ~ith many long spoechos7 lo~ving littlo O~ no t~e for 

adequate genoral debate by rank and fila dolego.tos. 

9. In aocor~ce ~ith time honore d democratic procedure provisicns 

must be mado at tho forthcoming oonvontion of tho Z~\ tor n clos~d hal lot. 

Chm-goe have b .:)on heard in tho pnst that voting nt ZOA oonvantio!lR . roB oarriad 

out nogligently a.nd inacourately nnd did not r ofloat the truo stD.:-o r f 7.ionist 

opinion. 

'l'l'UUUJ.lJ.1UJ.JL -lTlnnt.r;nr,rrnr 
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lIarch H. 1949 

Rabbi Herbert A. Frieanan 
Temple ke..nuel 
Pearl Street 
DenY8 r, Color ado 

Dear Rabbi Friedman: 

You will recall m.y writing to you on November 15th and 
enclosing correspondence between Emanuel Teitelbaum and 
myself . !hie mor ning I received e. reply !'rem Teitelbaum 
as per copy attached. 

Before answering h1.a. I would lilee to mo..- .trom you just 
What position he occupies in the Denver Zionist District. 
I lift seeking this intonnatioo so that I may know whether 
there is eny point in my continuing this correspondence 
and especially in an~r1ng the oUestions he puts to me. 

I remember Teitelbaum fram hi! Penn~ylvania canmunity" 'Where 
he WU II leading and aotive Zioniat. I don It know mat he 
is doing in Denver , nor, &8 already indicated, do I know 
What role he playa in Zioni&t .ffairs in your city. I will 
wi thhold my reply to T_ltelbawa pending receipt of your 
a.dvice . 

Wi th k10d personal regards 

Im:rh 
encl. 

Mo ria Margulies 
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nlA!run !Bl nLllAW 
711 F1rst National Bank Building 

DenYer 2~ Colorado 

Ill'. Morrie Margulies 
C~ittee for Progressive Zi~nism 
260 'lest 57th Street 
New York:. 19. N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Margulies: 

March 11, 1949. 

I did not reply to your letter of Nov. 16 'because of all that 
bas been going on the ]l&st few- lI1ontb6. 

It 1e good to note very definite st8tements in the first issue 
o:f the Progretuli'ft Zionist and also in Israel Speake for the need of ZOA. 
and the refutation at ola1n:s that many supposedly powerful Zionists of the 
ace group art' sat-iefied to let th-e ZOA. disintegrate. 

I have 'been pursuing • sort of -"tchf'ul-wai t1.ng- .tti tude per
sonally. and I think the rank and tile 18 interested prlaarily in the ZOA's 
prs6ervation and atrensth aad growth rather than which aide emerges victor
iously. The current oontrowrey bas glftD too many eo-cal;J.ed card m8lllbe,.. 
the kind of excu.s81f they s-eek to1ithhold mS!lbersh1p or r8l'1ewe.l ot membership. 

You indioated rather e:trQngly in you.r letter of Nov. 16 the need ror 
promotion of ZOA. oembershlp and AZF. We want to de'hete this whole issue locally 
and I would like same positive of'!,ioial expression at this time &s to what you 
are doing now to promote membership 1n ZOA a.od how you feel a bout the lZF and 
its- relationship to .the overall Zioolst program. lie have tried to make 8 dis
tinotion between the chnrgea made that the ourrent ad:ninistration has been db
sipeting memberShip income to ~opagand1ze its side~ &Ud the separate use of 
AZF tunds tor \'fhat &hould be a non-partis.an program.. 

We ere primarily interested in the strength and leadership of the ZOA 
a,s such, and the progre.m anq leadership that ie most likely to succeed in doing 
the best job 18, in my opinion., nore important than the p!rsonalities- on either 
side of the controversJ • r shall therefore Ilppreoiate a O-arefully ~epared and 
complete statement on the issues rahe:d. 

With kinde8t reg.ards~ 

Sincerely. 

ManllY Teitelbaum 
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Rabbi Herbert A. Fried!!lan 
Temple Emanuel 
1595 Pearl Street 
Denver, Colorado 

near Rabbi Frie anan: 

March 18, 1949 

we know tb~t you are deeply concerned ~th the present trends 
in American Zioni_. The Committee far Progreuive Zionism 115 
pleased tbe.t you too r ecogn.iz8 that ... 1 thin the Zionist movement 
there are seme searohing ohanges taking place, and these chlLllge8 

are diotated by the faot that the aspirations of the Zionist 
movement haTe been tulfilled in the oreation of the State of 
Israel. 

The existenoe of the State calls for changol5 in the approach 
and cootents of Zionist 'WOrk in the Diaapora. The stone. and 
stress which 1':8 witnen at the present time is related to 
that faot. We hope, and"8 are sure you do, that this storm 
and stres8 will not last too lon~ before the Amerioan Jewish 
community settles cawn to ste.naing behind Isreel 1n a unified 
and helpful manner. 

I am enolosing the most recent issue of the Progressive Zionist, 
'Which outlines in detail the program of "the en and the issues 
around which we will muster American Zionists •• 

Hay we count an your assistance to bring this progr&s to your 
cCCC!lunity! The need to set in motion such meeti..Ilgs# activities, 
resolutions# clarifying articles to the Anglo-Jewish press 
locally is urgent , if the Zionist membership is to aot on the 
facts leading to the national convention. We shan be glad to 
assist with materials, speakers# information and, if Deceu.,.-, 
field sta!'f to facilitate such organizational activity as ldil 
make for keen interest in. the community. 

May I have the pleasure of be e ring fran you real eoon! 

C'/iF:rh 

Si:n:e»ly yours , 

~a).~~ 
Charles ~. Fei:nberg 
Field Director 

• encl. -- Sent under separate cover. 
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ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

smTE 315 I: 316 250 'WEST .J3u STREET NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

Rabbi Herbert ~. Friedman 
Templ. I!oaanuel 
1595 Pearl Street 
Derrver, Colorado 

Dear Rabbi Friedman: 

l"ebrua,.,. 14, 1949 

I deepJ,y regret that you were tm.able to be present at the 
Sund.,-, Jim"",.,. 30th _ting. !lad TOU been with us, TOU 
would han boen gratified to note the great int.rest sholll1 
b)" all those present and tho genuine sin.eri V with which 
they' adopted the resolutions. 

In order to adeq .... te~ iJlploment the prograa proposed, it 
waa voted that we rai .. A fUnd of $250,000 at the earliest 
possible .oment. Quotas ftre assigned to the various com
munities represented and accepted by the delegates present. 

In the case of your city, the quota Is $5,000. This sum, 
I belieTe you will agree, is commensurate with the size and 
cODll!lUIl8.l. significance or Denver. 

This is an appeal tor you to set in motion action to realize 
your quota. I cannot emphasize too strongly the urgency of 
immediate remittance. Please there.fore send us whatever amount 
you can in the course or the next f'ew days. 

Eager:q waiting to hear from you, I am, with kind regards.,. 

~~~~ 
Fred lIonossen 
Chairman, Finance Committee 
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Januar,. 19, 1949 

Dear Rabbi FriedlllsIlI 

It you are intere.ted in a free and democratio Zionist "ovemant in the 
United States, you will accept this invitation to attend an urgent emer
gency meeting of the Committee for Progressive Zionism at the Hotel 
Biltmore on Sunday . January 30th. beginning at lOj30 Alll , and cont1nn1ng 
throughout the day. 

The Zioni.t Organi ... tion of America is now in the control ot a .mall 
band of aen, -man,y of thell unknown to A.r:erican Jewry J who are using every 

:-:-~~:f..ii" .. , .... "'''' tao1llt1 of the Zionist Organill&tion to etifle iDdependant tblnldng and 
to choke oU d18CU8s1on of the a1an1tlcant issues that confront America. 
and Israel today. Unlesl th1a trend is halted, it will have the most 
serious repercussions tor tho futuro ot Israel and ot American J swish 
life as "ell. 

-@ 

The New Palestine bana &n1 ne •• , editorial or comment that does not 
directlY glor1f1 ths ourrent leadership or that does not refiect the 
·edm1 n1 etratian line.- Never in the history of American Zionism has 
there been so ruthless a use ot the tacillt.1es paid for by the member
ship dues of tens of thousandl!!l of Zionil!!lte. 

The Z.O.A. leadership today controls the American Zionist Emergency 
Council and determines ite pollci.s. The Z.O.A. leadership, having used 
the American Seotion at the Jewish Agency on occasion ... hen it suited it. 
purposes, has now turned about and defied the Amer1can Section when the 
latter's directives are opposed to the Z.O.! line. The Z.O.!. leader
ship ~ effectivelY controls in this countr,y the fund-raising instru
ments for Israel. So strong i8 this control by the Z.O.A. over the 
American ·apparatus· that even though good judgment would indicate the 
resigoation of certain Zionist leaders from their posts because of their 
complete ineffectiveness with the American Government at this stage, the 
leader. remain fastened to their positions regardless of the hurt it is 
doing the State of Israel at this time. 

lie teel there are very few meetings which 10U have ever been called to 
attend that csn be as sign1ticsnt to our future ae the meeting at the 
Hotel Biltmore on SUnday, Januar,. roth. 

SincerelY your 

~,ecr J. Rosenbloom, Chairman 

P. S. Please indicate on tho enclosed card that we may expect you. 
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Committee lor Progressl,e Zionism 
ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

HOTEL DIXIE 

December 9, J.948 

Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
TempJ.e Emanuel. 
Denver, Colo. 

Dear Rabbi Fr:l.edman. 

NEW yon I&. N, ,!, 

During ~ vi.it to New York this week I ID8t with 
the oftioers and members of the Inner Committee 
ot our group. At the meeting, following Il review 
o~ the current Zionist situation. we agreed upon 
a program ot actiOl1 which requires 1!!!1!ftd1ate. im
plementation • 

However. .e will onlJ' be able to eury out thie 
program it '"' will succeed in raising substantial 
tunds. Therefore I earnestly appeal. to you to 
come to our support not onlJ' nth your own con
tribution -- and I am .tull,y mindtul of how generous 
you are ... but alao by !Mldng a rea.l effort; to en
list the aid of your _ friends. I beg you to 
giv. this matter your immediate attention as time 
is a moat important factor. 

Eagerly looking fOl'l!ard to hearing from you, I am, 
nth kind regards 

Charl s • Rosenbloom 

CJR:rh 
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Commlnee lor Progressl"e Zionism 
ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

HOTEL DIXIE !-SO WEST 43u STREET • NEW YORK. II. N. T. 

November 9. 1948 

Dear Rabbi Jrieclme.n: 

Please note tbat due to a number ot recent de
velopments we bave been obliged to postpone the National 
Conference orlginal11 scheduled for November 14th. ~ 
new date is tentatiVely set for Sunday. December 12. 

lWl· 

This date, however, coincides witb that at the 
e.nnuaJ. ... etl.Jlg of the UJA to be held in Atle.nt10 C11>y 
and therefore is subject to change, A number of members 
ot our Executive Committee , who are active in the UJA, 
are of the opinion that it would be much more practical 
it our meeting were held on. the preced1Dg Friday, 
Deoember 10th. ~is would make it possible for them to 
attend the two gather1ngs during the one weekend. ~s 
point o~ view is being given consIderation. 

Should there be e. OhaD88 in the UJA schedule, we 
will hold our National Conference in New York CIty on 
December 12th. 

Wit~ the next £e. days you will receive notice 
of the exact date and place of our COHerence. 

Appreciative of your cooperation, I am, with 
kind rega.rcls 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Rosenbloom 
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llebbi Hel:l>en A. F 1'1_ ... 
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Dau Ilabi Fr1 ...... , 

NEW YORK 18" N. Y. 

~ 110" TC1U 1>I< .. "aIIdolIb~ reoe1.,ed the otat.OIlt 
I &ada upon., r.tam fro. Iprael. II'f eb .... c. troa 
tbi. COWltlJ 1I1ll exp1.' • 1IiV I did lIOt ~0DiI an 
eerller respol1 ... tID TC1U!' k1Dd letter O~ October 22Dd. 

11th l'8IIpeat. tID the lIIat.ional Conterence ,cbeduled J:or 
Boy_or 14th, I .. obliged tID infora TOU that that 
aeeUll8 baa b .... ponponed. fbi' act1"" 1I8B "eeo .... 
d tated b7 a m.",r of 1'eC""t dlmIlope ... t. end b7 the 
tact that the UPA bas Sob...,' ed its ennn" meeting .tor 
1I0_r 7th. It "". therefore felt. that "" could not. 
'08Z'f well ~d a l1ational onterence 0118 week att.er the 
.eet1ni., Iil1eo...., of our peoplo are el"" active 
.,rIten 111 ~ UPA ... d could DOt attODd _ •• et1np 
one week apart. 

Ie have decided teutativeJ.., On Dec_or 12th, but oal¥ 
t ... tati.,elT. III a dtq or _ a ""tic. w:Ul b. , ... t. out 
g1 YilIg the aact tin ODd pl ... . 

Should lOU be 111 Ie,. Ian .... und MovOlDbor 14th I hope 
lOU 'I1ll got in tlDueh wi tb .0. Looking torwa1'd tID 
oeeing Tou, I _ 

S 

1Iorr10 Ilargulies 

JUllrh 

~~~8~ ______________________ ~ ____________________ ~ 
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Rabbi Herbert A. Friedman 
Temple Emanus 1 
1595 P.ar1 Street 
Denver, Colorado 

Dear Rabbi Friedman: 

February 16, 1949 

The CoctLittee for Progressi-ve Zionis has embarked on a 
oompreheusive progran to place issues Within the ZiOnist 
movement before the cembership ot the Zionist Organization of 
America . 

I know you 'rill be gratified to know that 11'8 have _de 
oonsiderable progress and that maZW districts have evinced a 
strong interest in and c c>nsiderable sympathy for our program. 

We are now in t he process of setting up a field service 
and establiShing a regular bi-weekly newspaper in order to carry 
our story directly into the communities. We are, at this moment, 
in urgent need of setting up a speakers bureau in order to meet 
the growing demanc1 for a presentation of our point of view before 
the districts and retions. You oan readily understand that this 
will oonstitute one of the most important services to our cause . 

Would you be good enough to indicate on the enclosed card 
your readiness to assume 80me reaponsibili ty for speak:ing in your 
oOJnaUn1ty and in nearby areas? ~(e Will, of course, pro"Vide you 
with basic material whioh Will clearly state the issues involved 
and which Will provide documentation tor the points of Tiew which 
we ., .spouse. 

I would appreciate your prompt and favorable reply. 

CJR, EG 
ano. 
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RABBI HERBERT FRIEDMAN. 
TEMPLE EUANUE L 15959 PEAL ST DVR-

EXTREMELY URGENT YOU ATTEND BREAkfAST MEETING HOTEL ASTOR 
YACHT ROOM SUNDAY FlBRUARY 13 8130 AM. OUR MEETING HELD IN . 

CONJUNCTlCtl WITH EXTRAORDIilARY CONF£ftUCE CALLED BY lOA. IF 
YOU CANNOT ATTEND PLEASE CONSIDER ADV'iABlITY OF YOUR URGING 

YOUR LOCAL lOA REPRESEITATIy( TO ATTEID CUR IEETING WHICH 
MAINLY INTENDED TO ASSURE THAT AI lOA CONFERENCE BOTH SIDES 

OF ISSUES BE HEARD. PLEA~E "I'E IN' MC!§'!I? 
.CHARLES J ROSENBLOQlA.COMUITTEE FOR PROGRESSIVE ZION ISM j 

250 WEST 57TH STREET ROOM lOll HE'YORK NY. 

'3 8:30 AM ZOA ZOA 250 57 101100 •• 

.-.. .- -



con OF m!G1W! 

Jewish NI .... C)' lDeutive 
U Jan 66th ftftR 
In York, In YOl't 

Denftl', Co:LoI1ldo, ftb. '7, 114. 

lIELC<JlE. M! VEil! BAPPr to JIlWI '!OU AIlE ABOUT to SftAIGIIDII 

Ouf !lIE WA JlA!'lBR. Pl..EAS1iO RUT ASStJlIID rBAf A!!B1!TC.u 

:I ouns AID Al"ElIICAB J'tJID Jl.\ISBR8 AIlE WUH !017 100 PER Clft, 

8'fICI( TO YOt1R GtIIIB. YOU I14VE WOW 'tOUUBiJl BAftLlS m.u!llI8. 
])and R. tJr'hlll, Chd_ 
1ID1IIIta1n stat .. JIe&1C1111 
tJD1te4 Jn18h Appeal 
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, O/' 1. ~ATI01U'L RBGlOlU.L DmBlOK 

~ ~ LGM' •• B JEW dill .. Pp5M 
."' .. ~ 

aoocnrTAEII' "'A'nIII ___ 
DAVID R. UOlfl'U,. __ 

III 80uUI a.u.u.w,u 
~". C-_ 

Dear Rabbi Friedman: 

February 7, 1949 

I sent the enclosed telegram to the 
Jewish Agency Executive, which is meeting in 
New York in extraordinary session to try to 
have l!r. I/orgenthau and l!r. l.\ontor beck in the 
leadership of the tIni ted Jewish Appeal. 

I would a ppreciate it if you, too, 
would send a telegram, expressing your feelings. 

Rabbi Herbert Friedman 
Temple Emanuel 
1595 ~arlStreet 
Denver, Colorado 

Sincerely yours, 

IU8 DBSTINY C.t.J,Q>.A.1GN FOR .230.000.000 KlNOIUM 
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D .NA459 DL PD .. NEWYORK NY 5 422PlI 
RABBI HERBERT FRIEDMAN= 

i.3Ff.l 5 

TEMPLE EMANUEL 1595 PEARL ST OVR. 

ZOA CALLING EXTRAORDINARY CONFEaE~CE HotEL ASTOR NEW yORK 
THIS SUNDAY FOR PURPOSE OF CONTINU'IG ATTACK ON JEWISH 
AGENCY AND GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL AS lEU AS OF ALL THOSE WHO 
DISAGREE WITH ZOA LEADERSHIP. IT IS IIPERATIVE THAT ALL 
ZIONISTS RALLY BEH ND JEIISH AGENCY A~D DEUOCRATIC 
PR INC IPLES OF Z 1014 1ST LfOVEIlEI'IT. 'TOU SHOULD MAKE EVERY 

EFFORT TO ATTEND PERSONALLY BUT IN ANY CASE MAKE CERTAIN 
THAT YOUR REPRESENTATIVES ARE PRESENT AND INSIST THAT NO .. . - . 
DECISIONS BE MADE OR STATEMENTS ISSUED WITHOUT GIVING ALL 
SIDES A HEARING. ALSO URGE THAT TELEGRAMS BE SENT TO JEWISH 
AGENCY EXECuTIVE 16 E. 66TH ST. NEW YORK NOW MEETING 
PLEDGING THEM UNQUALIFIED SUPPORT OF AMERICAN ZIONISTS. 
PLEASE WIRE YOUR PLANS. 

CHARLES J ROSENBLOO~COMM!TR' FOR PROGRESSIVE 
'l~ IONISM l 250 WEST 57TH ST NEW YOR~ NY. 

. It~ &." f 

16 E 6625057= .. 
lo~. __ 

,.. 0DIIP.d'1' WILl. Ai '''Z ., • .,.. 1ft r 



·NA1'5 PD-EB NEWYORK NY 2 431P. NFEB2P11407 
~ABBI HERBERT A FRIEDMAN. TEMPLE EllANUEL-

1595 PEARL ST DVR-

ITTEE PROGRESSIVE llONI PROGRAM BEING POT INTO ACTION AT 

ONCE PIICRlI IILL DEPEND ON PROMPT 

FULFILLMENT OF QUOTAS AS ASSf~ED AT SUlIAYS _ETlNG. PLEASE 

SEND WHATEVER CAli AIIlILABU AT GllCE AID Cia IRGENT MEETING OF 

FRIENDS IN NEXT FElIlAYS I. ORD!Il lO FlLFILl mTA SUCCESS 

REQUIRES IIIIIEDIATE ACTION-

>fRED II)NOSSON mWUlEE If l'RotRESSIVE LIONISM 250 WEST 

'7 ST ROOM 1014 lEI YORK NY" 

• 
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ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

S11lTE 315 &: 316 NEW YORK 18. N. Y. 

January 3, 1949 

Dear Rabbi Friedman. 

You are cordially invited to attend a m.ett.ng of 
the Committee on TuesdAY' Janua.ry il, 1949, at 
8:30 P. II., at the Astor Hotel, Broa.d1lll,T and 44th 
Street, lIew York City • 

I am eager to have your views and opinion on a 
de!1n1t1ve program of action whioh •• plan to adopt 
and therefore lIOot earnestly urge your presence at 
this meeting. 

That I may know whether I can count on you, would 
you kindly till out and return the enolosed post card. 

Keenly looking forward to seeing you at the January lith 
meeting, I am, with best wish.s 

CJR:rh 
encl. 

Sincerely 1 , 

Rosenbloom 



I . 
COJll(lTTEE FOR PROGllESSlVE ZIOllISII 

Dear J'rlendl 

250 West 4Srd Street 
Room 315 

lIew York, II'.Y. 

November 24, 1948. 

In view of the heated di.s0WI81ons whioh are no.,. t.ak1u, p~ace with 
regard to tho prlno1.plea to mula_ ODd __ by tho Committee 
at Contributors, and in new ot the fiagrant17 partial reporting 
whioh the ••• Palestine has bMn CirlD& to the •• !18DW1sions, our 
CoDlZllit.tee oalled • epeoial -tiDe to ooael4er thl .... tter.. 

'e disoussed the problem at great len~, and atter a thorough 
enm1nation of all t.be :f'aotore 1avol.'f'ed.. came to the oonolusion 
that tho prinoipl •• -fo1'1lllll.ated by tho Coo.! tteo ot Contributors 
are a lo&1oal ooneequ8ZlOe ot ZlOD1.et hl8"tory, md that their real
ization 18 highly to be deei.red. in this historio moment. We are 
oonvinoed that these peopl..e are .,tiftted by • ainoere desire to 
make our f'lmd-rllising maohiner;r :tor Ierael as effeotive as it oan 
possibly bo. 

I am enolosing a oopy ot a st.atement issued by out< Committee whioh" 
I hope, will Serve to olarify the issues and wIll help to unite all 
elements of the hariem Jenah oommunity in behalf of the support 
tor Israel. 

I shall appreoiate TOur comments. 

CJ1I/a. 

8 J. Rosenbloom 
Cba11'1118ll 



S,.. 'I'!!!I!!liT ADOPTED BY EXJ;ClJ'lIVE COIIIII'l"fIIE OF 

COI8IIrnIE FOR PIlOm SBlVE ZIOliISJI 

~e Committee tor Progressive Zionism has retrained from entering into the our

rent oontroversy in the Un! ted Palestine Appeal. in the oon:rlotion that 1 t would be 

aoon reeolTed to the beat ~ter88t8 ot the Zionist Ko~ement and o~ Israel. 

In viaw, however, of ~tinuedpubl10 d18oU3siol1, and ot the demands tor an ex

pression of ita vi ... , the Oommit.tee states the tollO'rlngI 

Every Zioniat who baa witnessed. the ravolut.:101lA1'7 ohanaea 1Ih1oh have taken plaoe 

1n 1rOr~d Jewry -- tJ2e oreat.1OZl of the State of Israel ... - the State at lf8.r -- the 

imperati.Ts need and Arend tor iDoreaaed re1J01lr'Oft, bo'\h lrt-en UI4 materiu. in order 

to meet the heaq reepcma1h111 Usa ot tJle dq I is foroed. to the realitation that 

eT8ry segment ot Amerioan Je'flr7. irrespeotive o-t past identifioations :mu.st be ute

gn:ted into the work tor the support of Israel.. Gal,. bJ making the respons1.bili ties 

ooertsnsi" nth the rescuroea and good w.ill ot the Amerioan Jewish ooommn'ty trill 

it be possible to provide that support tor Israel whioh it no .. requires to meet the 

historio diotates o~ the hour. 

!his progre8sion i8 not unique in the Zi'Oni:et Movement. It has been a oardinal 

~lpl. in the ~BD8~on of the ZiOD1at Movemen~ from its earliest days. It was 

ODe of the basio i-deala of 'lheodor Berzl-. A1't.er the lL'Isuanoe ot the Ba1f'our Deola

ration, and qa.i.n upon the issuanae ot the llendate, the Zionist Movement invited tor 

partioipation in 1ta work, all segments of Jeflr1' throughout the world Wbloh had 

t.h.eretoi"ore not partioipated in its program. T.be Palestine Poundatlon Fund, itlelf 

one of the parties in the oontroversy, .as orgBldzed in 1921 on this prinoiple of 

enlarged oooperation, as ftl the Jewish Agenoy for Palestine in 1929. 

lith the emergenoe of the State of hrael there is today, more than eT&r. an 

impelling need for 'the reoave'ry of that fraternal. relat:ianahip bet1feel1 Jews drillatad 

and those not hitherto 1l1'f'11ia'ted nth the Zionist IIoV8lD8l1t. 



- 2 -

The Committee ~or Progressive ZIonism approves the program at the Committee ot 

COlltrlbutora tor (1) the reoonstitution ot the governing boards of the U.P.A_o, so 88 

to ,rant equal representation to the Jewish oommuni ties thrOll&hout America" oharged 

wi th ~ respons1bll1 tr for ra.ising the tunds of the tT.P.A •• wi t.h that. of the exist

ing Zionist orgaDizations, and (2) the transmission ot all funds thus raised in the 

United Stat •• direotly to the benefioiary agenoies in Israel, by whom theBe tunds 

shall bo used and disbursed. 

As members of t.he Zionist Organiza.tion ot Amerioa, 11'8 oall upon the ZOA adminis-

trat.ion to abandon any further oontroversy in the matter ~ to arrive at an early 

underst'nding and amioable agreement with the Committee ot Contributors 50 8S not to 

imperil the auooesa at the 1949 Unit.ed Jewish Ap..pe.1 Cupaip. 

I Un.n1mously adopted at meeting of the Exeoutive 
I OolllDittee held OA Thursday, Ifovember 18, 19481 
I at the Sherry-Betherlands Rotel, Be. York 01t7. 
I Amont those present were: Charles J ~ Rosenbloom, f 

I Pltt.abur&h, pre.i.d1.n" Isidore BreBlau, Yash-
• !ngtonl Judge Loui. L. Levinthal. Philadelphia; • 
I Louis Lipsq, 1ft' York, Morris llargulles, Ie. 
t YorkJ hra Z. Shapiro, Cleveland; Bon. Carl 
t ShenD4l1, Be. York, Rudolf G. Sonneborn, Bew 
t York} Robert. Szold, 11 •• York; Dr. Stephen S. 

li.e, Be. Yort. 
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Committee for Progrusl,. 4UOIIIIm 
HIlBIN TBB 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERIC.iI. 

HOTEL DIXIE 250 WEST 43111 STEEEl' NE'r/ YORK 18,. N. Y. 

June 25, 1948 

Deer Rabbi Friedman, 

Thia is to remind you of the meeting or our Committee 
scheduled tor Friday mOrning. July 2. 1948. at 10 o'clock, 
at the Hotel H8Ill'1, Pitteburgh. The H8Ill'1ie just around 
the corner from the William Penn. 

Aa I informed you in my previous letter, the meeting will 
be devoted to the discussion and preparation of resolutions 
to be Bubdtted to the Convention. We are eager to have 
your adv1.ce and counsel. I therefore look forward to 
your presence. Please do not disappoint me. 

Though this l1eet1ng 1s confined to our associates J W'8 
should be glad to have you bring along other members of 
your delegation, provided they are in agreement with the 
aims and -purposes of our group - otherwise, do not invite 
them. This is to be a -working- meeting and not an 
occasion for propaganda. For the latter purpoe:8, we 
have arranged for tl'fO caucuses: one to be held late 
Friday evening and the other Saturday afternoon. To 
the caucus gatherings, all delegates are invited. The 
caucuses too have been scheduled at the Hotel Henry. 

Looking f"orward to greeting you in Pittsburgh, I am, 
with beat wishes 

Sincerely yours, 

• Rosenbloom 
• 



20 June 1948 

Mr. Morris !!argul1E's 
Co~ittee for Progressive Zionism 
250 West 43rd St., Suite 315 
Rew York, 18, R.Y. 

Dear lfr. Margulies, 

I ha~ your letter of 16 June in 
which you are ~ood enough to tell me that you s~ared 
my last letter with Mr . Lipsky. I am happy you did that, 
since I have a great deal of respect for hi •• 

You also asked me to do whatever I 
could with our Denvpr delpgates, since I was DOt attending 
th~ conference ~·elf. I have discussed with the. thp 
aims and purPose of our group, and havE> found "evooral 
to be sympathetic. 

Tbe del.~ate. and/or alternates arel 

lfr. Loui. Gelt 
2335 Monaco Par~ay 

Dr. Albert Prussln 
1080 Logan St, 

lfr. M.lvin Zelinrpr 
2350 Krameria St. 

lfr. Philip Hornbetin , J, 
1124 Steel .. St. 

Arter explaining to the.e men the 
pOSition of the Committee for Progressive Zionism, I 
urged them to a t tend the Friday moMrlng caUcllS. 

Kay I suggest that you send to each 
ona as much explanatory material as you can, so that they 
may be aore thorougbly briefed. And please renew the 
invitation to the caucus. 

Sorry that I cannot be present In person, 
but ~ould apor.elate being kept inror~~d of cevelopapnts. 

Sineerdy yours, 

Rabbl Berbert A. Frledman 

HAP/ew 



OFFICERS 
co.w-
CHAo .... ).R~.1 _ro. 
"b~_ 
B.uo~ J. CoUD~ ........ -
Eau. Z. Sa......, ............. 
T_ 
Rt.-.cMI G. SoJlr.f""'" 

If-. " • .L". ". 

EXECUTI\'E COWll'M"EE 
CCo_iUee ill ' __ tin) 

DL .ClJilMl."I W. Ao.UNJOlf """_ .... UI.l'D ... LUI --aonEW! M. 8C.NSTCUf 
,,"/IH.II,AM. ,. •• 

n •• l'HIUl' D •• OOUT.un ......... 10_ 
" .. UUC& .. aoUIU"RUII 

tf_ " .... If • .,. 
tu.DOU ausuU 

............ D.C. 
WlLLlA" .. COBaf 

,,&.-.11 .. 
"11111."11. •• DAolKt"' 

,. Itt · ,. .. 
OL ilUIln' L US'Rll'! 
~IL 

"",'1 'l'1u.L\M P. CaDl'nLD 
1 10'-

DL.,u: C ... UCWA1.D 
..... If./. 

.IDU .... 1lf L ..... l1li -- .. lUAC .. aELl..D __ cw-.t.. 

U"IlD"C& c.. lIOao'll'lTl! 1"1 '11 _ 

"UU'II. ... u.coaso. .. __ 'L 
lII .. wrn I. UU1'M"~ 

.......... o.c . 
...... Ut. J.atu. 

........ n 
JOSEP. COL .. ,." ..,. .. 
WDOU Lo. ..... 

1" I 'I ,... 
••• aT uYI!'fE ......--.... -
JUDe. LOllIS I. U'fmTlUt. 

""1 I' tr ,... 
well UJ'aY 

tf_ 1'...6:, If • ., • • on.....,.,..,. _ .... 
D .. VID .. t.trm. 

C-. II. Y. 
Noaaes lu.acuua 

11_ ., .... ". 1'. 
REO .. ON05501f e 1' ... __ 

JlPaY "01f1'O. 
~LI .. ",J'. 

0 .. JO .. auN rana 
1I_.L"./ • .......... 
tf.....",.. tf. 1". 

t.Ol.lIP.~ 
"-,. .... ". Y. 

JAMt:U. &OTDDC: 
_IL 

.. a.raa ..... cas ............. 
lLl.n lOla. 
"-'L 

JllDCI , .. co. J. taWOI,.BT ---URL 1ftIUIA." 
11_ 1' .... 11. 1', 

.. 011 L IPSbT _n ...... ""'" 
11_ Y ..... ".I' . 

•• 1 D ..... l.D.tJUI • ......,..7'_ 
DR. JACO. J. wn:orna."I 

cw..e. I,.. 
.no Y. 'lJUSCAt. 

If_ 1'." II.". 
Oa. ITD'Jml'I ..... 111 "_ 1'." tf.1". --

WliiiiN 1'H& 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMEBICA 

HOTEL DIXIE 

Ja. 2~, 19ta 

Babbl Herl>ert A. r Ti._ 
f.plelunue1 
D""Yer, Colorado 

Dear liebbl rTi_. 

NEW YOH 11. N.. Y. 

It .taDd8 to .....,. that 1 _ d1aappolated that 
10'1l 1I1ll DOt be with 111 la fi -lIl'IIho II1adtlll 
ot tile tiM :rOIl ba .... b_ a_ wi til tile lIDIed 
torcu. I CBI1 ,.0011'7 UDder.tad tbat lOU caanot 
Ulldartalta 10 1000 t.be tTip la'lOlnd. 

~ ~t ... , boWY .... , to _:r0'll baartl.l7 tor 
bawilll dI. ..... _ with 10V del_tea ODd altemate. 
t.bI .,.. lad _ ••• ot our ~p. l'ft placed 
til-. OD. our •• '11ng u.t.. and under eeparate eoTer 
we an •• ,11. to t.tJ. the literature "e haft 1 ... 
sued t.lU tar. IIowe-nr, dear Mead, ea 1ao. !'uU:r 
~" t.ba .. >It ot a loaal. perIGO, .apeo1oll;r Lr -
.. la 10V _ - be i •• rabbi, will CO • great 
dNl further thaD that at All ou\a1der. 'fberetore, 
pl .... keep up :rour good .. >It • 

II1th beat wi.ba. ""d _ ftjIard8, I .. 

Slo .. r~ ;roura, 

~'In~~ 
IIoTTi. lIargall .. 

..lIH 
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ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMEJllCA 

HOTEL DIXIE NEW YORK J.a. N. Y. 

,June 29, 1948 

Ilabbi Heli>ert A. Fr1_ 
Temple Eoanuel 
Denver, Colorado 

near Ilabbi Friedman. 

For your intol'llAtion and guidance, 

I .. attaching heron th coPT of a letter I 

reee1.ved from J osepb S. Soaan and a coPT of 

IlIhlll 
Er.t.cs. 

I!1n rel,y yours, 

Morri. Margulie. 

I 

,JJx/ 
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.JOSII'II s. 1IOZIl~: 

(afcllecl) 

.b- s. BOZIWI 

23, 1948 
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ZlONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

HOTEL DIXIE m WEST f3u Sl'R£ET 

Juna 16, 1648 

ilebb1 BlU'bert A. Fr1,edaan 
'fomple 1m8Dl1el 
DaTer, Colol'lldD 

Dear llabbi Fr1_. 

NEW YOH lB. N. Y. 

I ...... ldDd l.tter cd J .... 14th aUo1'\led ae great 
pleasur.. III fant, I telt that 1 abould sbare 
it with. obOdJ _ han thereto ....... 10 a OOPT 
to 1Ir. Louis Lipaq. 110... than that, except 
tor the direc1i penonal :retereace. I _ tBHng 

tha libert;r of print.1Di TOur 1nter ill the nerl 
ia ... e ot oar paper. It'. too _d • l.tter to 
be cons1gnod to tha "letter til." wi tbout the 
b811.ri 10 ot .ee1J>g the ll&IIt of F;tIlt. 

BoweYer, there 1s one hlCrettahl.e aspect, ne me'l, 
that JOI1 will be llDIbl. to be with I1S at Pittsburgh. 
I ... -. tbat that 18 "...,w1c1able. I ... therefore 
ell tbe "" ... grateflil to TOU fOr J01U' USUl'1Dlce 
that 10U will do _tonr 7011 .... to prevail on 
the delegates 1Iilo will "'110 troll DOIlnr to g1 ft 
haod and consideration to tha aiaa and ~.e 
of our group. 

IIi th best wish.s and k1Dd per 

JIII,BB 
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ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

HOTEL DIXIE 250 WEST oI3ll1 STREET NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

June 14, 1948 

Dear Rabbi Friedman: 

In order to make adequate preparations for the submission 
of our views to the Fifty-First Annual Z.O.A. Convention, we 
have decided to call a special meeting or members and friends 
of our group for Friday morning. July 2. 1948. at 10 o'clock. 

The meeting will be held at the Hotel Henry which ill around 
the corner from the W111 1em Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
the Convention headquarters. 

1 beg you to please make every effort. to be with us for, in the 
presentation of our plans and the working out of procedure, we 
are eager to have the advice and counsel of everyone associated 
with our group. I also appeal to YOll to prevail on Bome of your 
fellow delegates, who are or the same views and opinion as you, 
to accompany you to Pittsburgh and attend with you the Friday 
morniDg meeting. 

In all likelihocd, by the time this communication reaches you, 
you will have received a copy of' our publication -Zionist 1s8\1es·. 
It is "" impression that you will be delighted with both the 
appearance and the contents ot our paper. As man:;y Ziom.sts as 
can be reache<! should without delay be placed on our mailing 
list. 1 would, therefore. appreciate it if you will send me 
the names of Zionist friends in your as weli as other c1 ties 
who you feel should be added to our mai11ng list. 

Finally, a;ay I ask you, if you have not already notified 
Jir. Korda lUtrgul1es whether you have been elected a delegate 
and from whe. t district, to please do so by retmn mail. 

Keenly looking forward to the pleasure of seeing you and 
wishing you a pleasant journey, I am 

SincerelY 8, 

les J. Rosenbloom 
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ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

HOTEL DIXIE 

Rabbi IIerbert A. Friedman 
Congregation Eoanu-El 
East 60th Avenue 
Denver, Colorado 

near Rabbi Friedman: 

NEW YORK. IS. N. Y. 

JlIIle ll, 1948 

Ili the absence b'f Charles J w RoaenblooJa. who was 
obliged to return to Pittsburgh, I take this 
opportoni tT to replT to TOur ldnd lotter of June 8. 

Pend t .e, at the very outset, to extend to you a 
ItOst cordie]. we].coae iDto our II1dst. It i. iDdeed 
gratiiYing to note that we ~ count upon your 
support and cooperaticn. 

Wi tb respeet to Tour qu..,- about poiDt three iD the 
letter yoa. received f'roa I&r . Roe.enbloC8, I believe 
that you will find that fUll1 covered in the letter 
that I wrote to S. Pw B8Il.IlJI7, copy of which I sent 
you yeaterday. 

Awaiting your further oommunications and keenly 
looldng forward to meeting you at the Pittsburgh 
Z. O.A.. Convention, I am 1d kind regards, 

110 
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Committee 10, '/'Oftenille ZlOII_ 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

HOTEL DIXIE t50 WEST 43u S1tB.EET 

Rabbi Herbert 1'1'1_ 
Congregation Em'P"'-lt 
last 60th .h_. 
Dennr, Colorado 

Deu- Rabbi 1'1'1_' 

J1III8 10, 1948 

At the suggestion ot IIr. Loui. Lipall;r, I .. 
bkl ng 1;ho Ub .... of lO",ling Joa hern1t.h 

IItLfl YORK IS, N. Y. 

001'7 ot a l.etter I __ wr1tten flo S. P • .s......". 
ot At.lanta. GlOrgia,.b1ch oontaiDs a tairlT co.
pNbensJ.~ Btat. ... t of tho o1u and _Bea ot 
our CoClll1ttee. We ~~ aleo placed JOur _ on 
the -eill ng list tbr our publication, wb1ch we 
are can, ng ·Z ioDin I.IIBU8a •• 

I Bm..J.d appreo1ate 1 t ~17 _ it ;rou 1I01l1d 
colD11D1cate wi th _ (0) 111 th re"l'eat flo 70 .... 
no .... regarding our plOgraa and (b) .. to whether 
;rou are plamdng to b. a delegate flo 1;ho Z .0.1. 
Pittsburgh Con ..... t1on. I oarn •• ~ bope thet 
you ere. 

.:IIB 
Ene. 

IIoma lIargulle. 

, 



Comnittee for Progressivo Zioniom 
250 West 45rd Stroet, A. 315 

Ne. Iorll; 18, N. Y. 

October 27, 1948 

From : Ezra Z. Sba;>iro 

Herewit'h attached is coW of a state~cDt written by 

Mr . Margulies u"')Ot! his raturn from Israel, which I am sure 

YOU wi]l flhd ve~ ~ntprcsting . 



ISFJ.EL TODAY 

.An Eyewitness Re?Ort on Life in Israel Onder \'kn- Conditions 

by Morris rOargulles 
Member of Executive of Committee for Progressive Zionism 
and Former Netional Secretary of the Zionist Organization 

of America. 

\';e.r conditions we1'9 vividly recalled during my last \'!eekls stay in Israel, 

i'.hen t~e COlntry Vies subjected to a com")lete blackout and several. daytime alerts. 

Uiy most ~leasant lIIoments ij'ere the hour and a half I s!)ent ~th Dr. Cbaim 

\~eizm8nn in his atudyat the bieff Institute, fteboboth. Dr. ~(eizm.annts many 

thousands of ""merican friends and admirers will , I am sure, be delighted to learn 

that the Presiclent of the Provisional Government of Israel 8?peared twenty years 

younger ths.n VJhen I last SElY! him so.-ne six or eight ..months ago in the United 

Stetes . The stories printed in some ~eric~ newspapers about his being feeble 

end looking very aged Viere based aD '?UI'e conjecture. 

Vibr£llt in health en1 scintillst.iTlF in his eX?ressions J Dr . t.eizmenn, who is 

the first head of a Jewish Stste in over two thous~d yeaxs J stated clearly: "I 

~~ he~e to continue my work for my oeo?le. I haVe no intention of being just an 

orneIlle.nt. Within the frClme\-ork of the constitutional -.::lroVisions I intend to ex-

ercise all the urerogatives of the office. n The ~ell-wishers of Israel, I know, 

will be ha'Jpy to learn that lJr . Weimann intends to bring to bear his great moral 

streng~~ on the duties incumbent u~on the office which he occupies. He desired 

that I make knO\,!D to tmericEm Je'r,'lr"/ that ISrDel by itself ?iill be unable to carry 

the great burden of movill€' 125,000 to 150,000 immigrants a year into Israel, 

settling them on tile land and integre.tinF them into the economy of the country. 

I have some idea of what ie involved in this almost superhuman task. I ~as 

in Haifa when a boat load of DP' s llrrived . I follow.ed them through their exam-, 

ination by a cor,?s of doctorfl i.nO oicked out the ill end ailillff, sending them to 
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bOB~ltal& or to recuryerntln~ centers. The children are sent to children's homes. 

'l'he rest ~o to the reco"'Jtlon center where they are ke:lt for a couple of reeks. 

Those ;;rho have ~ome trade arEl then ,rovided witb jobs; the others go to farms and 

fsctories . The quick ~roces9 of integration is fantastic. Unless one sees it 

wi tb his own eyes, it is imoossible to believe hem effIciently the process of 

tbeorotior:. is carried out. But ell this involves money.J and aside from the fact 

that the State of Israel has just been born, it Is DOW passing through the caul

dron of O'er, a ':'1'1' that is a struggle of lire ond death. 1he slnev:s of n.r thus 

far have coma 8utirely from the small young llation of I~rael. In order that the 

burden of y~e!)iDe up B stecdy flow of 12,000 and more a ~ontb of immigrants does 

Dot oven:hel!n the new State, bmcrlcan Jer-ry must help &nd muet helD quickly. 

As Dr. Wei_OIl !>Ointe<l out to me: "I hO?G I.cerican J ..... vwiU understend 

this great historical moment and unlike tV.'Gnty years e.fo, cllen I e.")I')6£~ed to 

theD without much succesfI, rill this timt: not let us dorm." Dr. iieiZEallD. seemed 

keen1y disa?">Ointed li.t the failure of ?Or government to make good the tr.o .,ro

miees given him by President Truman, namely. de jure recor.n1tlon and a loan of 

one bundred million dollE:Ts. "I a:u afraid," said Ur. heimann, "that your State 

De?B.rtment 1s ioo much under the influenco of the British Foreign Office . That 

1s regret:te.ble , ")8.rticularly in vief' ot the n'esent British shortsightedness . n 

* * * 
I~rael is a small cotm.tl'Y, so although I only ~')ent Sor.IS tT.enty-four days 

there, I rae able to 6t!e .,ra~ticelly all of it. Thip 1'1S.S mAde oosslble through 

the courtesy of Brigadier 'elierrl Jecob DOri, hetiC of the Armed Forces. 

Gen~ral Dori, on learniUf of ~ arrival In Isreel, invited me to have dinner 

rith him at his hecdquarters" end to rrry I)leasant su~ise I found that another 

dinner guest ~s tAr . David Ben Gurion, rlto in addition to being Premier is also 

DeCeDee Minister. Right now he is also serving es "cting Foreign Minister 1Ih11e 

MoBbs Shertok is in Paris, at.ten~]iDg ~ha meetings of tbe United l~atlonB . Not-
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Y:lthstandfng hiS duties as "')remier end acting foreign secretary, Mr. Ben Gurion 

spends eight hours daily at his desk at l>yomy headquarters . Defense of the 

country h(.e first cleiI:1 on his time and energy, be told me. The ~ is .,rob

ably the most unique military ?r,enlzntlon in the world. I ~s tremendously 

interested in the fact that auite e number came as volunteers from overseas. 

Ti'ley ht.ve com€: from every COllDtry where there 1s a Jemsh community of any size . 

They can be seid to have no tmilOl"'D, unless a khaki ahirt and a ~ir of 

ehoee can be celled a unifonn. They remind you of the soldiers mo fought with 

W&shington. It 1s not trdninE or regimentation that counts here. Sairit dom

inates evary actioD. An officer in the AI'T1f1 of Israel is ODe by virtue of his 

?E!rSODBli ty and not because of the braid or brass he r.ecrs. 'ihe highest ranking 

officer Is ~rigadier Gcnersl Dori. They have DO divisions in Isreel. A brigade 

constitutos the lergest unit and is commanded by either a lieutenant colonel or 

a colonel . 

One of the most colorful figures is a friend of mine from Cane.d.a, who served 

as a Colonel rl th tt-.e Canadians in tbe last rar. He occu':)ies the same oosition 

in the Isreeli l.rmy as cC!lImander of a brigade . .Hia unit includes 8 fairly 'JQ'rl'er

tul 8.l'!!'ored battalion. Becaus'3 of the effective yoey in t'1hich he utilized tbi$ 

battalion he bas came to be kn~ e! the -General Patton of tbe b~ of IsTeel." 

I visited the helldquartors of the battalion. In addition to e.rmored cars and 

othe:- :tiUtery v09hicles they have quite a res"lecUible contingent of tanks . It i3 

obVious that the exact flrures cannot be revealed, but I cen tell you that every, 

ons of the teIJks was c8"ltured froo oi ther the byrians, in rblch case the tanks 

are of French meke, or tro~ the iraDsjordan Lefion and ~~tian troops, thesc 

tenks being of Britisb make. There tU"e also e. fero J.merican-made tanks that ?rob

ably eLms into this '."Br via lend-lease to the 0riUsh . 'l'be commander of the 

ar:nored battalion is a Jewish major rho ,"as born and brought up in Kenya ODd 

served for seven years with the British Amy. ~·l1Ue on furlough from India, 
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v:here he wes stationed with the British troo~sJ he visited. Palest1ne. He became 

so enamoured of the country and its ooo")le that he resigned his British commis-

OiOD, joined the l eraeli Forces and has to his credit many victories on the 

field of battle. 

~ day or t.o before I left for Israel I reld in some of our ncwsoapers a 

story to the effect that Russian officers were aiding the I~r8eli Army. I asked 

General Dori ~int blank ho~ many Russian officers were in the Israeli Forces. 

He ~as shocked to bear the question. Then very deliberately he told me that there 

is nota single Russian ?rrlcer among JUs forces. ThiS, the ueneral add.ed, must 

be &.nother ~it of British .,ro~. ThE eoDEl8.nders of all brif2.des are J ew:s; 

in fect, with t~e exceJ tlon of the ~anad18D referred to cbova , they eTe Pales-

tinian Jews . l.e bevc a few nou-Jerls!'l officers. Thq ere ot two nationalities, 
of three 

French end Br~tiBh. lhcsa are captains snd two/majors . tben I a~oeercd sur-

prl!:ed that there ,"'ero a nu .. nber of non-Jcwieh British officers, General Dori re

minded me thct the famous Pe1ms.eh (the Striking Foree) was oryenized end trsined 

by the n~ver-to-be-rorfotten Orde "ingate, who men he r.BS in Palestine wes a 

ca?t&in in the British brmy ~nd durine the WDr rose to be b General. All Brit-

ls~~r9J GeDersl Dori observed, should not be com?ered with Bev1n and the spiri-

tual ~igmies ~~o no~ constitute the British Government. There have also been 

Tile saddest s'P)()t right nor:' in Israel is J eruuler:t. During my brief vis! t 

to tbe Holy Cit,. thera VIas constant rifle and oachine gun fighting going on. Iou 

see 'OCoJle ,elking along et a norms I gmt, then suddenly S,));1ntine Bround a cor-

ner, resuming their nOr.:la1 gait u.fter theylve turned it. Jit first 1 could Dot 

un1crstEnd this 'leculiDr bebE.:vior, but crune to understand it soon enoueh men I 

reacbed one of tbe~e ~?Ots aud ~~~ ~etcd by 8 burst of rifle shots. Jeru~tlem

i~s h~ve been living under these conditions since uecember. hben I discussed 

the Jcrus~JLarn 3ituat16n~n1th the secretary of the J9~ish hgency, he sadly ob-
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served: "for months we had no 9:ater, no bread, no light, no ?etra! -, a1l we 

had rere shells. Now, although we still la.ck a sufficiency of nt.er, at least, 

thank God, "-e no longer starve . Food has been reaching us ever since your 

great ueneral Marcus built our 1Bums. Road l ." Like the peo,le of Malta, the 

Jerusalemites ought to receive a decoration end each resident should be par-

mi tted to t:eEtr some sort of symbol signifying that he t;as one of those who 

Ii ved through the siege to rihich the Jews o.f the fioly City have been subjected . 

Afimilarity that can be observed between Israel and our conntry is Israelis 

dedication to the democratic '!)rOCesses. In 1944, during the war, Vo-e conducted 

a national election. Israel 1s at present making ore~&tious for its Dstional 

election, scheduled to be held t0P8rds the end of December. 

I r.as particularly" interested in the neVI Progressive Party to v.:hose found 

ing convention held on October 10th in the nabimah 1beatre of Tel Aviv I ~s 

invited and nhich I atten.ded. 'l'bia new "J8.rty is dedicated to the pr1nciole 

of serving the nationand the country primarily, party alignment being of 

secoudery con~ideration. As I watched the delegates ~reseDt I was conscious 

of the excellent cross-section they TC?resented . Among those ~resent r.ere 

import~nt inDustrialists, merchEDt~, lecd1ng professional men and delegates 

from unions and agricultural settle."lIents. In my opinion, that party is des

tined to meet with success, for befn~ left of center it will serve as a 

'Jnif'yin~ forco,. preventing dominance by either the extreme right or t..~e ex

treme l~ft . Its ryrogram i~ based on the ~receots of the ancient Hebrew 

prmE.ets an1 the ;:»"'i.!Oci rUC.3 SDI..U)ci8tod: by '1h3Odor Herzl, the founder 9f modern 

Zic:cism. 
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