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OPEHDrG !lB8SIOII 

COIIJ'DENCE WI'l'l! AllBRlCAN JDI6H T,BADBPB 

Sunday. Sept.aber 3. 1950 - It1ng Ilav1d Hotel. • 'lOG P.m, -
David Ben Gur1an. prea1cUns 

1'e4d;v Itolelt. aooretary 

Groet~- _ JIr. Ben Gurian 

~essago tram ~esideftt at Btato at I.raol 

Greetings - __ Berl Loakor. ChllUman. Ixj~aut1ye. ol'ow1eh As ...... 
JeruaalOll 

Address: __ 111'. David Boa lJul"ian. 1''- lI1n1ater, State at larael 

But:tet Rocopt1an at home at l'r11IIo lI1n1etor - 7:00 P .... 

--
9 p.m. - llelllDpt10n at 8088ion at C0Dr8renae at It1ng Dav1d Rotel 

Monday. September 4. 19j1 

Entire day devoted to visita by part1ci~ant8 in Conterenae to 

variouB seotions ot the countr,v • 

• (To taailitate theee visits. oaah parti4ipant w1l1 be advised 

ot the group to which he has been assi~od tor such visita.) 

FOR ALL VISITORB nOM ABROAD 

Monday. September 4. 1950 - 7 P.'" 

Dinner at Barafand Military Camp ae gueste ot MaJor General 

Ylgal Yad1n; Chief' at Staf'f'. Army of' ISl'ael. 

r 



JERUSALW COl/FERENCE - SEPTl!bllJ!iR 3j!D. 1950 

Plan 0& l!eetiMs 

The following chart indicates the tines set aside and the places 
arrAnged for the Clcetinga as well as tor the other activities suggested 
for the dele'l"tion !ran abJooad. It i5 plamed, howver, that the fom. 
of the neetinll:s toking place during the latter daTe of the conference 
will be determined by the p&1'ticipante theceelves. Since all the guest. 
will be resid1ng at the King David Hotel, it is proposed that, as far as 
possiblF,}, all t.he meetinss take plnce at the Hot-el . 

SUNDAY - 3. 9.1950 

3 p.lt. 

7. )0 P. ll. 

l 'ONDAY - 4 , Q, 1950 

7 p.L!. 

TUESDAY - 5.9.1950 

WEDNESDAY - 6. 2.1950 
" . 

8 P.M. 

Opsning Session 

Buffet Dimer at the hoDa of the 
Prime l!inister and Yrs . David Ben-Gurion. 
( Car e will be available in front of tho 
hotel to take the guests to the Prime 
Kiniater' 8 home ani to return them to tIE 
hotel after dinner. ) 

It lias been proposed tla t the entire second 
daT be devoted to visiting the country in 
order the t the guests ra:r hove an opportunity 
to see 110M of the progroms which will be 
dis"""eed clurin8the meeting,s. 

Having in !:lind the previoUS visits of some 
ot the p3rtlelpant"8, four separate tours 
have been arranged. Cars and cuides for all 
the tours w.UJ. be ready' to leave [1'Oa. the 
King David Hotel at 9 A. II.. (Attached hereto 
are outlineI' at the various tours tos:ether 
with the lists of those suggested for the 
different trips) . 

All the tours will terminate at the I/U1tary 
Caop i n Sarafand where the neobers of the 
delegation will be the guest. of Chief of 
Start, t1ajor-General ligal Yadin and the 
Orfieers of G. H. Q. . 
Dinner will be se~. 

!!eetings at the hotel beginning at 9 A. IA. 

lleetings at the hotel beginning at 9 it.ll. 

Closing Dinner. 
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stateJlkJnt by Mr. 110800 Sbsrett, J'oreign I41nister ot Israel, 
at a preas conterence in lerusal8lll, on }l!d September, 19}o. 

Our object. at tli s ... at1ll& wUb the ""p""eentatl ... ot tm r re .. 10 to 

explain t.be baclqp'ound ""d _oee ot the ExtraordiDal'7 CcJnto ..... ce .. lob 10 

to open in J..".al.eE tOlil¥ ODd 10 to la.t three dll.J8. 

As JO'I .... 1I>f&re. about 50 pramnODt "'Pre .... t.atift. !rom _rica are 

slread7 ...... to at.tend t.ba Cont .......... Delept •• ha"" arr1~ r...,. Gnat. 

Britain _ ~ Uri ... On the larael side, all _rs of tbe CoblMt _ 

ot tba Emcoat1ft of the Jev1ab ~<:y, &II.1ated b7 a IlUllber of h1&b OIIn."....,t 

• o!tic1als _ b7 hoad. or rtn...cial _ d.""lo_t inot1t.ut1cn., will be in 

at~.. It. v1ll ba • va1cbty __ ... taU" ptbering. Tho I1II>ject 

witb 1Oh1ob it. 10 called _ to daal 10 in lta ~rtance &ad _ as ...... 

' to nODe in tM erder of __ ~rI<>r1t.1aa. 

I Let. - ftnt. of all _ claar bo\ratd .." poea1ble doubt or .. _ .... 

I h.""1"" .... t. till CcJnt_ca 1o!8L orapiJCWd to ba CCIlCemed witb. It sbould 

have notb1n& _taver to do JI1th _ 0 t the ~ difficultie. with _ 

lorael __ ba graw1inc. Tho preaent -geneT - b7 no _an. till t1rato ~t 

not the loot of tho .. ria. of _ ......... _d.1 •• v1t.b obiob tbe path of t he !1ratele c t e d 

Govemment of Iarael ia • tree - cIoee DOt tors an 1 tea on the Coatereaoe·. 

agenda. Tho CcJnterence bo. not be.. called tog.ther at tbe beotT opar of a 

grim • It and it. taelr 10 not to extricate lorael fl'<llll _ ... 11_ 

.ri1s. It Ia. been pla_ tor _. It took _ of actin> preparation. 

Ita p~ 10 to prori.da th. Gcm>rnMDt of Israel with a baaio tor ~ -

a _11 ~ out looc-teaa poll<:y. not to illlprovi •• a baPbaaard........., ot 

~ -..t&r7 I'<lllat. . 

II. t1nd 1t. iIiportant to stre .. tlli., ja rt17 hecauae ..- preaII _ rad1n 

reporten haft dlrarfed and d1otortad the i....... Tbc7 have cllos ... to doacr1b , 

tho cOllYll1lin& or tlli. CcJnterence .. a <Iooperat • .......q resorted to """'- tJ.o 

otreaa ot a eataotrophe - a kind of S.O.S. call for a roocue expedit_ to 

aave a s1nk:1n& vessel. By thd.l t el escoping ot esperate 1aauo. 

thaT have alaled tile - jiQbl1G. 

\ 'l'be .".,cat101l11 1Oh1cb ban rceent17 arisen in lor..,l'. ""I'Pl1 _ 

JIIODet&17 altaation are a ... tter tor the Goft.iIEnt of lerael alone to 

/bandla. 
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handlee 'ft'Ie Government considers itself fun, capable at resolving thea with 

the help of the countryls existing taxable resources and its own .xpe .. l ....... . ~ 

reJ.71.Dl" on the civic maturit.y IDd discipline ot all responsible citizODII. It 

does not propose to trouble the COnf'c .... ce with 8uch current problema, serious 

as they IIl8J' be. Had t hese d1!ticulUea constituted the only or e ven tbe -

problem contront1ng the GoTe~t ot larael, this Conference would never ....., 

~6n called. 

Actuail1. dur1ng the da:ys u.ed1a\cq- preceding the Conference , the Gcwem

ment held ext.raorcl1nary cOIl8u1tat1cna td.t.b Us experts concerning urgent. .. surel 

callad for b7 t.be preaent emergency. 1ctiGD upon the eODClua1ons reached v 111 

proceed quite ilIdeponcIP1:o- of .... ....- or t.be deU ....... tion. which w111 begb 

t his arternom. 

r As tor the issues facing the Conterence with the .AlDerican-J-,wish leaders, 

t i.OBe are ot a qoo1t. different charaet.er and lie Oft an ent1rel,y difterent plane . 

The. Conference vUl be concerned td.tb \be future, not with the past or the preeent. 

Its busine S!l will be to tua the. t.aaka or new C<rIstruction, not the probl_ ot 

pre sent-day acljuatm<nt. U will deal. with new iDaigration md settI ...... t.. DOt. 

wit h the current needs of the ex1at1nc populab . Its ke1J1ot e will be _ t.o 

accel er at e production, no&. how to alln1ate the present hardships of the CQIl-

SIl:'11ng public. 

Israel •• a "' g o1ag conoem, ri~ all its a s sets and Labili.tiiJs, 11 the 

exclusive preoccupation of its gOV'en-.:ot. nirael's mission in Jewish hiator;y 

and in cont-.porary Jewish lite is a reapalsibility in which J ews 6T8J1',

\..,.::e l'O ' . .,.. _at act.ively pU1.1.cipat.e. 

In l'u1f1l.ooent of thot lI1,s ioo. the State has sustained iJlaenBe and 

staggering burdens. To be eure, it hae not done 50 alono and unaided. Jews t :u-ougb 
world _ 

out 1:ba:., ' . _ "",at notabl¥ those of tho Un1.tod State • ho". al~s belped. 

taithtully and generousl¥. Yet in blood and treasure the people of Isreal. t_ 

s t:.J..ves have contributed a lion's share, ~ as hns already" been aChieYed, t he 

taak is ret far from c_lotion. The ..... olution which has produced the specta

cular OIlEr"",.. at Israel a nd the 1ie.a1an1c. epocb-1I8Id.ng __ nt of thO in

gathering of exiles. i s sUll continuing ita llajestic. irresistible and 

/triuq>hsat. 
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tr, uopbant maroh. 

In the course ~t the two-snd-a-ql18rtar )'earo ot IsraelI. 
independence, Its .rewah population hes inorease4 b)' 7~. llserl), 
46 0 ,000 '''""'grants have entered tha countr)'. Hundre4a ot .,Ules-a, 
score" at taoter les , tboueande or buUdinga, 0 OUll tless warahops 
and busines" enter prine ha.,s been e"tabl.lahe4 in 1111 perte or 
Israel I S territory. TIle tile. or the countr)' 18 be1ng cha .... d 

alJnost dall),. lIoed-building, water sl\Ppl)', irrigation aDd attor.a
tation wora, tbe development at _a'" ot oOlll:lunioetien are pzooe8lllBS 
at an unpr.oadented peoe. vaet "" .... lopmont pr03.cts are IUlturlng. 

Itor tha Il8xt tew ),eare th ....... it not a quicker pec. ot prOSl'"ss 
must be ellYll8pd. Ir""81'atlon wU.l doubtl.aa poooe.d on JilUoll t.IM sana 

acole. 110 Ohange is 11kely 111 t.IM oondi Hen ot iTewr1ea wl11ol1 tom 

its "",1n 1'8 .. rY01r. _Il.. wOl&14 a1lllte tha floW - whether ill .. at-. . . 
Europe, 1n an As!: or in BGl'tIl.lfrioa. OIl tile contror)" .... II1II10 
! anatiois .. and the tear at an tep1Mnt world ocmtllot are 11.1I1a, 

on the one haM, to inten81tr tile urs" to SO, c4 on the other haDd, 
to na ke ettort" at "e"GUe "ore ·1apsretlve tbln e"'r. Eoonomio 

de7dlopcent _10 not leg bell1nd t."grat1on. lIatber shOUld it 1111:1 

at J:l8king up tor lX'st d.tio18nci.... Impres81.,. as past recorda ot 
econcri1l.c aohi8Yement me)' be, tlleJ oen and lIust be beet e n. The e7er-
8X pa lJling potentialities at Iorael, within tbe trontiers wl110h ahe i. 
dp+ .. rc1ned to bol"- and detent, lmIIt be utilised speedUy, tor 1J1 
this respect, too, the gather1aS world storo ccapels urgeno),. 

It 1a a gigaetic tesk whioh Cll1l8 r or " supre"" etfort b)' the 
fr ee and pros perOU3 Jew18h oailClunities, tirst and toreoost ,. that 

of the United States Jt Aoerioa. 

In the Conte" c ~08, the oreGO or the leadership of the ADBrican

Jewish ettort on :shlllt ot Israel in t ue pest will be COIlO entrated , 
To take cOllDael "'it" that concentreted esseDOe of Ameri can JewUh 
r espon. 1bilit)' tor t he tuture ot Isre~~ Io work of re c~Qstruoti -

end rehabllit8ti~!l was the ale ot the GCVernment ot IsrM l in 

1n..U,,;:;tng,todBJ's Jonterence. The purpose ot the oO!l sultetlon is to 

ra'l ~h ocnmon tmd: !"~ tand1ng a8 to how best, that is t how DOn 
eff eotivel), end s p'" dll)" thet ettort can be enlarged 0 111 1ntenst tirl 

• 
to c ope with tbe ( eJll8llds at tbll tuture. The Govel'll£16nt or Israel 

• 

wes Joined in its •• ·w.. :" t, " ... . 0·, b. .:. iT .. 18h il!uncy, 

: . .- :t>.LoU,-_ 1t _ w bl-"l t. 0 . - .oS _ . ..s. · . 1'. 1 .;sponaorehlp 
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sponsorship ot the Conter.nee by the Jewish Agency. whose tuDctlon 
it hss been to canalise Jewish ener&1 es throU/!llout the world tor 
the financing of ~gration and settlement in Israel. Tbe deoisions 
wbich will tell to be adopted es a rasul t of tbe consul tatton will 
be i n the ultLIIBte resort; t.ba r..spollSibll1ty of the Isr ael Goverllolent, 

It is hoped that out of e trae exchange ot v1awe between tbos~ 
responsible for the uobilisstion or funds outs1de and tbose charged 
witb the practical execution of the work ot reconstruction 1na1de 
Isra,l. a broad outline of a master-plan will emerge tor a Dew and 
bold deperture wbich will enable us to continue the work Oil s 
broader bosia, st all aocelerated pece and with increased confidenca 
in the future. 

Tha Conference attords 8 unique opportun1ty for int imate 
cont act betlvean the two seta or partiCipants - tha two coll aa1l1vs 

partners in the great joint IIIlterl'r1se - [.cerioan lawry and Israel. 
It should make posslble a dynaa10 integration ot tbe two aspeots 
ot ths proble", - the need or the work in Israel aDd the poselbillty 
ot incraased assistenoe trCllll 1;118 Vaited States. It should inspire 

tbose engaged on tb. finencial tront wit h the extraordincry drive 
wh1cb bos I118rked Israal's reoonst1'llCtion a nd progress. As a ra~. 
a spirit of united detarminetion should be created which would 

ensure for the new etfort, when launchad, on overwhel.oing .... aaUl'e ot 

active support tran all oonstructiT8 elemants in American-lewish 
lite, counting on the evar-preslIllt goodwtil ot tha Govar=ent and 
people of the United States. 

Tbe revolutiona.., - transtormation whiob bas oocurmod in Israel, 
with its tl'tilllndous impact upon the world Jewish p:lBition, .... t 
trQnatoro tbe ooncaptione of world Jewry as to its moral duty and 
praotical performance. It is urgently t elt that the hour calla to;,r 
a new approach, 0 new inepiriation, snd a new driving toroa. Tbat 

the -$:mteranoe will provide all these is our confident hope. 

Jerusolec. IIrd Septeuber leSO 



Opening Session, September 3 , 1950 
lO. 

Prerl"", ~r : 1Ir. Berl lcckeJ: 

lIr. David Ben Gurian stenographer: "!:. K. 

ladies and Oentlanen, we are in the midst of a great conatzuotive 

revolution, the olimax of Jewish history. We have fought a war, established a 

State, we a:re b,;1dlng itt rut"" have not 78t pssee. Ne1tlJer our socur1ty 

nor our tut\u'e is safe, ar.d there is not yet attained the ma1n lAU"POSC3 of 

the State of Israel. We have still, and tor 6. long time, to dafO!ldiaur freedcm, 

our independence, our frontiers against enau1es who are forty times as runerous 

as we are and whose country i8 220 times bigger than curs. We have to bJ.ild 

up the cc.wrtr,r which WC8 for centuries neglected by foreign invaders and whioh 

was almost entirel,7 _ in the last J-..b-Arab Wa=. .At the end o~ the war 

only five per cent of the 10lld. was cu1t19ated.. w. have to receive hundreds of 

thousands of i..ID:D:1grants for 1Ihan tMre is only one salvation - in Israel. At 

tho same time, we have to build up a DOor o1nllaatiCll and a society at _ch 

IV) J~ in the world will be aebamed OIl the oontrary, on us depends tho prestige, 

tho self-respeot and tho dignity at all JOII%'1es. And there is tho element of 

time. W. hope that tho last action of the Un! ted Nations under the leadership 

of t!le United States aga1net the aggressor in X'tIrea will strengthen peace in 

tho world.. I believe that for the nerl three or four years theN \1111 be peace, 

although nobod;y can say this with complote oortainty. 1!Ut we are living in a 

vcry troubled period, not only for ouraelvoe rut for'the entire world, and it 

would be a crime if we do not use that pJaoet'Ul time to consolidato Blld strengthen 

the security of this new sta.te and to bring in all thoso J C'i48 in the lIosJJm 

oountries, in Baetem European countries, for whan there :fi± is no choioe, oither 

possiblo deat:Nction ~r treedaD and independence in thoir own land. We will bave 

to transfer and to receive and to settle in the next three years something like 

six hundred thousand additional 1!'!"'Digrants. This will require at least a billlon 

and a half dollars. The State of Israel is ready to prov'.m, one-thlrd, half a 

million - one billion DlSt be mobilized. by the Jewries of the world, and especially 

by the Jews in the United State.. To clarify a bit more, oor _,"ita d'ft'I1Jj!lty, 

ite feasibility, for the nert three years, I will have to tell ..,ou briefly the 

hi.to>;r of this ec:wrt>;r for tha past three years, althrugh I =1/ tell you thinsa 

_ch all of you know. 
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Re C0r~Jd by EK/yn 

Ci' .i.t lnuotion of Mr . Bun Cur i on 

It was i.)drOO p S th.J Li.11St r ar..o rko bl ) thr .J6 years in J .Jwish 

hl s t .l ry . The l and wa s still und~r Ma ndft t ry rule bllt the British 

rul~ in this c ~llntry wa s olroa Jy in 0 sta t a ~f d iss.'llltion . Tha 

"" sitiJ n ) f J JWS and jlr ~ bs a like nnd th!l llr , ssllr3 "r world public 

c,.,?ini c n .l1IdJ: t hd c .:-ntiauCl ti vD vt th"" British l..nadot u .l ... ' r ally and 

pL.liticc.lly L .,,?.)sslbl d . The .<Jss<....i._bly of t~ UnitJd N ... ti"' DS dccidad 

..:;n pc rtitl cD, t ..:> bulld two strl t .;l S, .Jne J 3wish, 0n o .... r e b. But tha 

1.r r. b lanJars J t ho;) lclud.Jrs __ f the .llrcbs in Pol.3stln.a uS w;)ll OB tho 

r~pr ') s.3ntntivc s 0t th..3 ,Hl' i:: b Stut",s l.aethoJ UnitJd N~ tL;ns J naJ..3 it 

cl .u r tha t t h"y wo uld fis ht rga i nst th~ d Jcisi" n ,)f tho Unlt~d 

Noti .:>ns . lind it £AJcnt Wa r . J,n j it was wor e WIJ n~b-3 r:)l t h.JD in 

t h is c ') untry S('IIl0 six hunJ r '3c. thous and J .:J ws . ThoJ n ucb,J r::I: oJ f tho 

... r :::lbs in Pol ....: stlod WCl S ab."1 ut 1 ,200,000, twica a s Luch. V/o hod 

S.'.::.i.tSI 300 s .Jttl ,J~Jnts . Th\3 r e w,J r ..: cbCl ut 700 .t,rn b S..i! ttl.J .. cnt s . But 

th.;r~ wa s 0U3 diftv l'.:nc ~ . "[.nil ..J t huy ... "'I cc u.pl .JJ ~ ~n .) c Jntinu~us 

t~ l'ritory fr oD 0ny ~nd of tho l and t o th~ othJr, tho grout part 0f 

vur sQttl..Jccnts w~r J is~l Q tdJ , a S~dcio lly s o tho haort 0f Israul -

J J rus nl..;t ;.l. I t Wa s surr c..' unJ-Jd ~"'\ n 011 si Jvs with l~ro b villQ&J s , nnd 

whil o tho 1.rnbs hod ndd.J ss t o J J rusnl or .. f"r '~JJ.1 f our r ->aJ s. fr l.."lf_ the 
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n00rth, trOll tha .,)~ stJ fr.:>;::. Jvricho , frJt:i tha s ~uth, fr cu HJbron, 

fl'."'n thoJ WJst, frou J ft ff iJ , w ) bool ~'nly .)ne r ood fr ':"il the W.3 st , 

frvL T.,;! i,viv . But tha r~ was an.l th..tr dlff.)r~ncd. The C Juntry 

was surr undod by inj.JpvndJnt 1.r,Jb stot J S wh l SO IK;;>ulatlon Is S C"!lG 

f _rty ...... 1111. ln, ond tbl3 y d.Jclor<::d thnt th03 Y, t _,soth-lr with tho 

hrnbs cf Pc. l~stino , w1l1 fi ght agc1nst th? "oWS aod aea1nst t ha 

jJcisi .. .1n of tha Unit .Jd N:1ticns . Wa hn..i ·,)nly "Dv wey t o th.,; wnrld, 

thrcULh tha SJO , onl thu s~" was bl.c~njuJ by thJ Br1tish Na vy , 

wbJ kJpt Q C ' nsld~c~blo f~rce t ,r~vvnt Jawish ~npVW3r ond 

J "wish ar:..s r J" ol1ing th" Yishuv in this c,luotry. BJf ,TV tha war 

st~rtJ.l WoJ w:.r .; in p ... ssJ8s1o:· n 'f S.l:.1e 10 ,000 rifl.Js, 1 J 900 

-p. chlno bun s J BvuO 4 ,50 light .t...tlchl11v suns J 180 r .. achlno guns , 

670 tWu- inch ,,,orters, 96 thra,) - 1nch u'rt.rs . This was 011 tho 

W ... OZl.1US in ,"'lur ,b)() ss~ ssion . Against this Wf\S a .P0pulotic.n whora 

O~ st J vory col o had a WU3?Jn. In oJd1tiryn t o that, thor o wes 

th .... Tr.:wsjorC:"n l,rJ~y, which wa s finenc~u and troindd by th.;l British 

cnd ,'fficdN~ by thJ British, and was stati"Adol. in PnlJst1ne . 

Tha c .. mtinuotlc n of this s p.3dch wos r dct..'r d3d by 10 
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Arab oen ware training in Syria snd ~ebaQOn. consisting of Pclestin~ 

i.rabs. Syrien.,. Lebanase and Iraqis. On Novaobar 29th, we know, the 

resolution of the partition of two states waS adopted - NQvoobar 29th -
ond on the following day tha first soven Jews were aurdered on the roods. 
On Dacaabor 2, the Jewish Concerciel Centre in J arusolea was burned, 
uoder the eye s of the Br itish poHce who pr6v.nt~d the Hnganoh frOi:l 
prot e cting Jerusaleo. The British ware still here. /I s the High COll
~ssionar told UB , they had hare not lass than 7;,000 s oldiers. Wh~n 
I protested against the intrusion of arwed Arab bands froD Trans jor<1cL 
and Syria, he told us he did not have the powor and the aeons to 
prevant it. At best they were neutral. on sOue uooasions they h~lpud 
the Hageneh. On Lora "ocosions they helped the Arab bands. But un the 
whol e it wes, to be fair. a fight between the Jaws and the i.rabs . VI" 

did our bast to locolise tho confliot. But it spread. We ware attack~d 
not only in isolated 9~ttlaD3Ilts, but coiDly on the roads. This \Vas 
the r;;.ost vulnl3rabla port of vur ddt'ance, iJacouse thore was not 0 Single 

rood in Palestine which was entirely inhabited by Jews, not even the 
road bdtwaen Jdrusoleo and Tdl J,vlv, aad the rood betwaan Tel .Aviv 
and Haifa. 'We W.3ra uutnllLlbdrdd . \,g could not bring in or.ss J because 

~ 

the British Navy, the British J,rJ.:Y and the British Jiir Force wara all 
~obilis~d against the Hegonah. 

Whil~, of coursu J wv ~ada all ?rapaxatlons abroad to sacure Dr~, 
W.3 itnc3W well what Wu had to axpact froil tha Mandatory Pov.er and t·ur own 
o0ighbours and it was a terrible job. First of all, you can buy or!.:s 
in any part o f the world, Wast or East, only with dollars. sacondly, 
0nly Govarnuants could buy arcs, and the ro was not yat B Jewish 
GovarOlO.;nt. W~ r..nnngGd to overCOLa Ui> first t ,,,.., difficulties, with 
the help of our friends throughout the world and with the great he l p 
of SODd of the ~opla who ard here, who desarve a grda~ decl froe 
the Jdwish poopl e , although I know they don't wish ue to !..Oke it 
public, - we uV3rcOl':,J tha first diffioulti,as. \ia found cpuntries in 
SU uth .rii..larica who Wdre willing t \.J buy arLS for us. Then tha ., was 

the third dit1iculty, that of transport. This was ~possible to vv~r
cone, b~cause the whole British Navy and Air Force wera Hobilised 

against us snd by the tina the British left, on May 15, 1948, we 
uannged only to bring in ona shipload of arcs consisting of 
4,500 riflas, 200 machine-guns, and twe:ty Slrti-&UQnf· IUD. 
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roc ord~d by la/yo 
With thoSd orus W.J hed to stond against a force thr93 twos tha 

size of ours . Wa had only ana advantoga . W.::. knaw what we w.Jra flt:;hting 

f~r . ria kn.Jw that wa w.:>re fightlnf~ for our livus ond for the future of 
th~ Jdwish people. had until tha British 13ft, 01' roth.;;lr one doy b..:for..J 

thdy laft, not Co sinGle Jdwish s~tt134~tJ huw~vdr isolotad, wes 
pon.tratod and capt urad by the Arabs, while tha Ho~onnh, after boins 
attackod .:..looy tines, cupturdd a lar£.l OlL..lbdr of j,rab plac,Js, and Tib·.;ri

us and Haifa and Jaffa and Safed wor~ frdJd by tho Hegnnah. Tho first 
<;:>wn which was copturvd by thv HOGfln.o h was Tibdrios . That wos on .1.1.>1'11 

th.. 18th. Wi) told tho krabs they i.1ght stay, on " ne condition, that 
tlkly do not nnJw any llor. wQr and that they !i,1ve up their oras. Thay 
Q3cidad to lSQva Qnd thay w~ro ~ncourcB~d to do so by th~ British 
Gvvurnllont . The G,.,vJrnilont BiJnt trucks ond took thon owoy to Syrl0 . 

Tha sam thing happenJd "'hela tlle HQ,onoh d~foot,d tho lIrob bonds in 
Ha ifa, wh..:.n tha British ~ncourog03d the ;,ro.bs to l.3t1vu . The SC.L.e thing 

happ~ndd in Jaffa . 

MH ReC0rded of t ar this 

-

• 
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And when the ft.tal ond great OE. : cc.me, May the 14th, lihen the Jem.~ State 

f L. 5 procluimed, the pert of Pal&stile belpedby the Hc.ganbh .. as ~lmost free 

. f t j lcing for sl -_ Je",s in Pl.>lesUne, from ArE.>bs. May 14th w .... s a oq 0 grec ro 0 

J ~_gh...t. the ... oriel. It y;ae a tlliy of gre&.t t':JlXiEoty 
~d perhl ps for m~~y ews UI~_ ~ 

for th: se who ... er6 rssponeible for the Jey;leh detence. ; ,hil. the rejo. cing 

t.nd singing ?oere still going on in the streets of Tel Aviv, where the 

l -'-ed the sn£lll unofficit..l Gener~ St&ff of HagblHJl i. ~B 
f. State was proe ~ , 

receiving newS t:f 1,oab columns coming into the 
g&thered in t. hidden pl~ce 

country from the south, from the n ttl, from the east. On the same night when 
. 

the tiritish Mandate ...-us terminllted, 12 o· clock Frid~ evt:ning May the 14th, 

T61 "'viv \!H1S bombed by .... gyptil:ll bombers. The country ...... 9 invsd'=Cl by seven 

Arab ormies.:= t.gypt, Tr&nsjoraen, b'yri6, ioebanoD, Iraq, Se.udi ArabiE, :temen. 

l'here v;-ere t\!O suges. The first lollS roben the Dr1tish ... er~ stll here. 

It "as mcJ.nly 'l"e.r bet"een t~ Je'15 1_1 Pelestine End the Arabs in Pclestine, 

r.U. thogb they "'ere. grsatly helped 1:\v Arab unofflcic..l b6nas from the neigh bo~:ing 

countries. At that time ... could get 'gil, e help neUher in manpower nor in 

ar.I fran abroad, and lie bad to rely on enst1ng resources. On the whole the 

Haganah made well. The aecom pbase was . against the seven ' Arab states. In all 

the second stage battles raged for 61 ds;ys in two different periqd.s. one period 

was against all the seven Arab etates. This was until the second truca which \ 

was procl.a.imed on July 18th. The first truce was called only for one month. Tho 

Aralls :"fused to co_ 1 t am they re_ the war. At that time the neoly

born Jewish Defence .AnI\Y had a great nctol')" in the oentral part of the country. 

We occupied I¥dda am llamle, am in this WB;f ... f1nall.y served am freod Jorusalem. 

For the " , first time since the defeat of Bar Xochba., jewish Jal.'USslcm uas again 

.:mneetad territorially -1. th tho Jewish oauntr,y. It was no more an isolated c1 ty 

in Arab~. Tho second truce was ordered. by the Unitsd lfations not for 

a lim! ted time, but pezma.nently until peace will be concluded. 

At that time the Egyptians held a great part of tho south an the Negev. 

And the !.ebanese Anl\Y held still a great part at Galilee. According to the 

decision of the United Nations Security Council, we had the right of free pasBB89 

to the 1Jepv to our settlements am. to our force. lk1t the Egyptian amtY disrogardod 

the decision of the Un1 ted Ha.tions .n1 prevented us fran Bending food ani equip:oent 

to our settlements and to ·our -forces. We waited for three months. We applied 

once and again to the United Nations CaII!lission to carry out their decision. Alt 
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just as tho AssECIbly of tho United Nations was pot76rless to implement their 

decision in establishing the two states, BO the United Nations C~s6ion hare 

was po'nerloss to icplcment thoir decision to let us have a freo passage to our 

settleoenta in tho Negov. J.nd only ODO choice \",t8S lotV-, to cake our wa:y there ...n. th 

tho help of the ;young .1-.w defenos force. In the middle of October rur ~ 

marched in the Negav. In a battle of sown da.YB, tho v.bole of the South and the 

major part of the Negev, as far as Beersheba a.nd. including :Beorsheba, was freed. 

by the .r0ld9h :.rr:v; am tho Egyptian fleet at Gaza .,... sunk. This· ..... perbepo. 

tho first naval Jewish battle in histor,y. The two ships were sunk. without II 

single dew:l.9h victim. Boorsbeba WllB liberated. lUt still tho Egyptians held a 
largo part of southarn llogcw, and tho Lobaneao at'IllY a part of Ge.liloo. Tho 

JO'Qish Brigade, under the ca::cand of a Je;ri.sh canadian bri.88d1er, liberated in 

two d.a\YS tho malo of Vali1oe, an d drove out the l3st l:e.nds of tho notoriCllS 

Ksukj1. Then there .... asain trouble in the lIe&w m. th tho Egyptians .mo 
gailed to c_l,y ith tho _is1oo of tho Securiv Council . ed..tlat tho Security 

lfounoil could not do, the .r -.h DofoDOG ArmIT bad to do. '" At tho ond of DocOl:lber, 

a new battle raged in the Negev. Atter tliO waekB not a single Egyptl8Zl soldie» 

l'EEIOinod (hore BG c1riakenl,y said British ani EDCplsinod ho used tho ~ ''British'' 

because tho British Airf'orce took part , of course on their sido, in the battle 

and our Airforce brought down five British planes DOOr Gaza) on the soil of the 

Negev and. they ~re foread _ to concludo s.n:dstico with Isrn.el.. M-tur the 

Egyptians, lebanon, Trensjordan an d tbrmalso Syria concluded eraistice agrecoer.ts 

.marc our nC'N frontiers war guaranteed 'ty these four !irab nei8hbours . 

Under the agreecent with Transjordan a great central. llalestine 

was <lXjlOUIldsd Wi. thout 000 shot being fired. So """ exp<>.mded the corridor to 

J'erusa1om. To this I have to edd one word . In that glorious victory, the Jews of 

the world almost in a II coontriee hmre 'their sharo. Eighteen perc~nt of ~bo 

Jewish D':'!'CllCO ..An:tY consisted of voluntoors froD abroad, fran 52 different cruntries: 

f:rom 2.1 countries in E>.1ropct, fra:t 14 countries in tho t.oorican hEl:"'! sphere - the 

United States, Canadn, .Pa.nana~ Maxico, Equad.o:r, Cuba, J.rgontina., Brazil, U~, 

Chi..l.a9 NicarD.gUa, Coste. Rica, Colocb1&-t ton £'roc Africa - fra::l North and South 

Africa; five fl'OCl Asia. - Bur.:la, Chine, India, Yeoen, Turlrey~ eod frexl 

Australia and New Zoaland. I doubt that ever before WiaB there suc.. ..... a COSl!lOpoli tan 

al'I:V. Especially 1Dportant is tho shllro of volunteers fI"a!l England, Canada, 

United statos ani Sooth l.frica, in uUding part of our young Airforeo, _ch p1"O'od 

11 doc1sivo part in the battles and victory • Without thee it would have been pcrhllpe 

4Dtirely iDpossiblo to icprovisa in uch a short tiDe such an airforco. 

This war changod ontirely he faeo of tho country. In llarch 1947, 1088 then 

a year before hostilities started, Palestine had a population of 1,850,000 -
.r .... 614,000 _ch is ~'" ani Arabs 1,200,000 _oh 1_ 64%, others - Greeks, 

S:dIK English, _ana, oto., saoe ~6,000 or alcost <:t . When "" held the first 

eensus 1.."1 the Steto of IsrilS1, still before tho 'O18l' was amad in NovU!....JOr, 1948, 
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not a.ll th£ ArLb 1.l'lhubitl.!1t& werc counted 'bt;Cl..USE: Galilee WC.6 fltill E:.t Vit.r. 

"e baa. a countE::d I,opulbtioa of 782, 000, G.i!long th~ 713, 000 Je~'E or 90)1 of 

the popule.ti n and 69, 000 An.bs or 9% of the populc.ti . n. At the end. of 

1948, ... nen the ' .Lr v.us over, the po; ulL. thou of Iere.el 'Ft.& efltimtited £:6 

867, 000, llDl ... ng them 760, 000 Jer.s v.h.i.ch lEI 87% cne 10 1 ,000 Arube ' ,h ch 1s UP. 

The night of tile lI.rLbs froQ Pb_betine begc..n LS P. ... rly be ~cetDbcr 1947 

8.S soon La the bostilitif:.s 'be-gw. It continuoo t<fld lncrO:!t;sed ... ith the 

victories of fu.gWlt:.b . The ~tc.t€ of IernE1 inherited en u.cost empty country, 

c..nd r.;. country in chuos . fbI'; "'ritisb del1btrc.tl!l;, lc~ft th _ country in 

compl~t~ cheoe. They cut off Pe1 ~ st1ne from the vor1d, eVAn from tsl~graphic 

und post&1 conn ctions. They did n t bccept tb.,; c.acielen of th : UN, ~nd t,br-,y 

dld D"'It hbnd ever their I;fU~Or1ty to tho new &utb"ri ty. Ane "'hile the "~r 

WGS .till rr.ging t.e h,o to estob i£h £J.most rrm the begm'ling public 

services. At th~ sU!lqtiJDe v,e hoo to recelv(. the beginning of ~ hut sb uld 

~ culled the modem eXOGue - the dbbltz gallet . AIlG \ bet 1~ppenc6 since 

th.m until nc\'; is pe rhLps more imporbant thMl the '.lJr we hl,ve lion end t.hr 

sUi.te WE: ru:.ve estt..bJ lshecL 

TS Recorded ofto~ this 
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When tho/world war w~s ovor -'there wero in Fnlestine 

less than 60 thousand Je~s •. ~te~ 30 years of British rule 
in this ro Wltry from tho end of the first world war Wltll 
tho establishment of the Stats of Israel 464,000 .~v.e -
I leave the odd hWldred came into this COWltry - on the 

-.9 year. 
average 15,~5~. This immigration can bo conveniently be 
groupod into five sections. 

(1) East European cOWltries. They gave the bulk 
of the immigration. In thirty years almost 300,000 jews 
which is 65)~ of the I7holo immigration came in from East 
Europoan countries. 

(2) From western Europoan cOWltrios. This scction 
contributed somo 78 thousand imm1grants which is 16% of 
the entire population. 

(3) Asia. This section brought in some 40,000 
immigrants - 8S'. 

(4) American He~i';here. This brought in 8,500 
immigrants Which is about 2% of the entire immigration. 

(5) The last section is from Africa which gavo some 
4,000 immigrants - ~.4% of the entire immigration. 

What happened since the State <faS estcblished ? 
You must excuse me if I burden you with statistics -
becauss this is the meaning and the task and the responsibility 
of the State and the responsibility of Jeqs throughout the 
world. This is ths reason why we are able to build tho 
Yissbub and why via fought in thet way and why we Vlon and why 

wo established tho statc~ From the ttmo tho stato was ostab11shod 
- from May 15, 1948 till the end of June of this yoar - more 
than 415,000 Jews camo in. If I taks the soma fivo sections 
we find very important changss. 

(1) Eastern Europo is again in the forefront they giva 

us 207,800 vbiah is something mora than 5~fo of tho entire 
immigration. 

(2) The socond biggest group this time is from Asia 
they gave 100,730 which is 24~. 

(3) This group from Africa gave 64,8vJ which is something 
mors than 16%. 

(4) Then cmes the American Hemisphere giving 2,700. 
It is interosting to know the increase of oach soction. Thera 
1s no single scction whoso immigrntion g~S not increasod since 
tho establishment of the State. FrOOl Eastern Europo came ten 
times as many in one year as before tho war. Instead of 10,000 



Opening , Session 
September 3rd 1950 

- 21 - (Ben Gurion ) 
TSIMI 

a year 100,000 a yoar. From Wostern Europe came four times as 
many, Instead of 2, 500 there came in more than 9 ,000. Even 
from ths American Hemisphere ther e wer e five times ss many 
as before the war. Instead of 250 a year there came 1,460 
a year. From Asi atic countries there were 34 times as many. 

Instead of 1,300 thero wor o 46 , 000. But the great est increase 
came from the North American countries - 233 times as many. 
Instead of 134 - which means a lmost nothigs - there oame 
now something like 30,000 a yoar. For evr:iy/ J3'f1S 'j/he wer o in 

this country when t he State was established two mor e were 

added. This would mOan a populat i on of 100,000,000 peopl e added 
t o the present popula tion of America. There was not only 
a change in the quantit7- although the qumtative change 
of sum population is mor e than change in quality •• The r e 

was also a very significant ohange in quality. Immigration 
before the state brought with itself the capital necessary 
t o esteulish them and settle them into the economy. Only 
ten or twenty per cent of the capital necGssary to settl e 
a ll the Jews who came into this oountry hod to be collected 
by notional means. The bulk of the capital necessary was 

brou~lt by the immigrants themselves. Thore was a l ar ge 
immigr ation of poople with independent means , and while 
l abour jmmigration as you know, woe striotly limited then 
under the Mandate and White Paper PoliCY, the i nm1grat i on of 
eapt,.lic~s - then a Jow with 1,000 pounds was enti r oly 
unlimi ted - The pr esent immigroUon wi th f ew exceptions comes 
without any means and mostly without any profession and trade. 

I gave you the classification of tho difrerent sect i ons 
and their part in immigration before tho State and after, but 
1 t is 01ea1" that more end more pending i nnnigrat10n to this 
country will come mostly from two sections - from o x-i ent al 
M>slcm countries and Africa. and As i a , and from tl .. ose c ountries 

behind the i~on curtain ~hich will a l low Jews to leave their 
countries j these ar e tV10 group whi ch pr ovide the bulk of 
immigr at i on for I s r ael. And these ar e two groups of countries 
where the Jews will either be destr oyed plflSlcially or spiritually, 
or both; (end are being destroyed phYsically or spiritually ) 

unless they a r e ablo to come to Isr ael. In North Af rica which 
is entirely a Mosl em area rran Egypt &Morocco.·' In Egypt 
Libya , Phoni ci a and Morocco there are some 620,000 Jews, of 
whom the greatest part if not all of them must leave. 
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In the Oriental countries in Asia , Persia, Iraq, 
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Turkey, 
Iran, Afganiatan, Lebanon and Syria there are Bome 300,000 

Jews. In the East European countries outside U.S;S.R. there 
!irc some 500,000 Jews mostly in Rumania and Huriguv.Their 
rate of immigration, if at ali, depends upon whether they are 
allowed to go at all. For the time being Rumania, Poland, 
and ClIechoslovakia allows numbers of Jews t o leave. In Rumania 
an attrosity campaign is being conducted by Radio and Press. 
Even the Rabbis are being f orcod t o toll the Jaws nbout atrocities 

in Israel. What terrible fate awaits all those who go there; 
slavery, hungJ r, and degradat1CD..In spite of this campaign which 
is dlctated by the Press and Radio-and no roply can be given 
since it is a totalitarian country - 100,000 Jows are rsady t o 
go. In Iraq whore there are some 120,000 Jews - when the new 
law was promulgated that within a year every Jew coUld leave 
the country - 102,000 Jews registored themselves to go to Israel. 
We are dealing with Jewish communlties/£f&n thore is no ohoice 
although ln one sence now they have"hoice. I shall givc you 
an examplo of one communl ty, the remotest comm~l ty in t he world, 
the Jewa of Yemen. According to tradition they a re in Ycman 

since the time of King Solomon, brought there by the Queen of 
Sheba. Certainly they have bean there for the lsst 2,000 years. 
Yomen is a mediaeval oountr,vunder Moelem theocratic rule. No 

inhabitant has any rights. But Jews have no rights oven less 
than a doakey. They are doomed. Their childron wore taken away 
to be brought up as Mosleme. For over a thousand yoars they 
had to endure. It 1s one of tho g rontest miraclos of ~~w1ah 
endurance that they remained a connnuni ty and that they coUld 

etand euch endless pover~~for a thousand years. They had no 
cholce. And then suddenly they heard that the Mossiah had come 
and that there is a Jewish Kingdom. They do not receive any 
nowspapers from any c ountry. They have no Radio. And yet in 
almost one day the entire community in Yemen - which is a vast 
country and they nre dispersed over a very large aroa - sto'Jd 

up; they t ook their smell children on their shoulders and they 
began t o walk in order t o ge t t o Israel. The samo thing happened 
t o the Jews in Iraq. They had t o endure a great denl f or many 
centuries but noVi if they want they can go to Israel, and from 
120,000 there have gone 102,000. 

Continuati on of Ben Gurion - Rdcvrded by I .K. 
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Gurion ok/yo 
Parsia , ofto£lr Y,JiJ...:n, is pJ,l.'haps th0 ~'10 st .ili s Qr a b13 country f or Jews. 

Thoy h~ard th~r~ was 0 Statu of Isr~~l, th~y l~ft tha ir villagos, ond 

cP, ... ..e to tho CElpit ::1 l. Th..::Jxd was no placo f or thdLl thJ r a . They had 

oov» here t o slaep ond ~h~y w.:Jot tic the J ewish C~i:ctury, and th~y or e 

still now living in' thu J0vJish caLo t dry aftclr f i.0nths of waiting f :Jr 
a plane or a ship t o t ako thaL t o Isree l . · 

Th.3re c r u hun dr eds " f thousands ...... f J zws f nr whou th~ra is no chl'ic,J . 

S.J had we no cho1cd. ,\.h.i:n I soY 'wa f , I ~..i.eon Isr(Je l . I cnnnot s~ok on 

yo ur b03holf, you will have your own s ay . ~;cl in this 1ittliJ country, 
WhlCh i s still surruund~d by ~u~~i~ s, which cen ony day be a ttock~d 

by sup~rior forcas, W~ e r o thrcl3tzn~d by r~jiu Qnd by prJss and by 

~uol ic Qaclor <; ti0o thot S00n will C0;..113 the Sac ... nd Round • . And thdy 

iJl'.a b..: tt1n€:., c r r..s fr ot.:. Ent.~and BnJ .n. ~a rlce, j ut plan.3s a nd gunn a nd 

t anks ond instructors and trainara . ~a hove t u spand rrillions -

I a~ s orry I cannot tell you h~w onny c illions- on our def onso , 

cnd wa carry a h3avi~r burden f or detanS6 than tha paoplo of the 

United States, and I know the def3nse burdon of the people of the 
United States . 

But WG hove no choicu, w~ [.us t t ok<3 then all in. It nay be 

politically irroti .Jnol, it LOy bu ec .)n ul::..ica lly inpossibla, but 

C :lcthe r dooas n ot ask politico l one. e con oLiic questions when Shod 

hos t o sove har child . It is a shJer nor a l i cpossibility f or us 
t o C10S3 vUX dO.Jrs t~ J ews fr ou Rouwnnio bdC QUSO SOUS of th~L PQr

hops ~ay still bG sovod, and thGY know a nd W.3 know what is in store 

f .... ' r thGU if thdy d(ln,1t Li£lnaga as soon cs possible t o gJt t o Israel . 

It is not ny intention t o concluda this discussion on our 
i~igration policy. Everyona of you is at absoluta fr aedon t o 

axpr oss his view, whathdr the policy is wise or not, whe ther it 

sh)uld continua ~r not. I c0nfess ther e a r e differanc~s of opinion 
dV0ll ~ong us. But this is our policy cnd wo believe that we 
t ~h) havd n o ch,) icd. Yld know all th<J graot ufllle;ers inher ent in 

such a fl ow 0f ~lgrotion intQ this little poor undefended coun
try . Not only eCvnollic dangdrs. Many peopl a s oy t ha t thi s 
n...,w wa ve of ir.Ji..J.i gr ot i on , C.Juinb as it J.oe s froll poor undevel oped, 
uncultured, uneducctJd c vuntries, will l 0wer tho inte lla ctuol 

011 ..... spirituel l aval uf th~ J ,:,wish cO!.JL.!unity. 
..... .o tt er. First of all fr ow tho po int of view 

It is a vary s3rious 

of daf ens3 . Jf""OO<1d 

1'8oe s ~von i. r ob or J. . .ias , sup~rior in nl.lIJbars, in a r ,.lO!i.ents, in 

training , in ~xparienc3 , nnd in ,:)Utslde hJ I P't it is 0nly b.::cause 
of our .:..~()r /ll and spirltunl supori0ri ty, /lnd if we l ose that, we 

l ose parha ps everything. Alr daJy we f~cl a grent need anJ 
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short age of skilled labor, of professional people , of engineers, 
of cheulsts, architects, physicians, nurses, and we hope that 
the western Jawries will send these specialists to serve either 
for a tille or peruonently in this country. We ore already two 
years aftar this new great wave of ioGigratioD, and vary iopor
tant and positive faatures appeared which were for nany of us 
a great surprise. It Was proved that those Jews froo Morocco, 
TUrkey, Egypt and other Oriental oountries proved to be the 
best constructive building foroe we ever hod in this country. 

lie hod in our young arilY an intelligence test for candidates 
for officers and N. C. 0' s. 80Ge 14,000 new young recruits ',dre 
subllitted to such an intelligence test . It was on the lines of 
the intelligence tests ot the ~aricon arU1, according to results 
divided into high intelligenoe, llediul., and low. Most of the 
new recruits were troo these Oriental countrlos. The aVdrsg8 

of these 14,000 recruits waS : 31~ high intallisence, 38~ 
llediua, 31i law. AUong thesa 14,000 wera sooe 3,000 of Israeli 
born recruits . They showed 4~ high intelligence, 28i oediua, 
and 2~ low. While the recruits froo Eastern Europe geve high 
intelligence 37%. icllligrants troo other countries were 3~. 
Frou Eastern Europe, uediuu 32%, frou Arab countries 3ai. LOW
Eastern Europe 31~, hrab countries 30 . 5%. One oore thing 
eoarged frau these tests: the longer one is in this country, 

tha higher the intalligence becooes. 2,500 were tested who are 
hera only one-half year, 6 uonths. Thay gave 21~ high intelli
gence, 30 uediuo, 42~ low. Those who were a year gave 34% high 
intalligence, 3~llediuu, 36% low. Those who werJ 2 years -
35% high, 32% aediuu, 33~ low. Five yoars - 36~ hieh; fron 
6 to 10 years - 51i high and only 24~ law. After 11 years -
54~ high lnt<>lligence, 27% nediuo, and 19% low. So there is 
nothing to be afraid of the law lotelligence of Jews who ore 
cooing in. It will go up. We hod another test . Only those who 
passe~ the high intelligence test ora be108 aUoitted for axani
nation as coodiJotes for officers. Only 47~ were successful 
in the 2nd oxauination. More than 52% failed. Frou Israeli 
born oandidates, 58~ wara successful and only 42% failed . But 
for the present tica, this iDnigrotion with low int.lligenca 
has set a vary sarious problao tor our econaoy. for our arOYl tor 
our education, ond we are in urgent need of high scale profes 
sional people frm the westarn countries . 

followed by JlA • 
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But tho vi6>1 that the OriEntal Jews are inca.pable of being a constructive force for 

building up a country, a civilisa.tion, b.a.ppily proved to be a t:Uetake . TooorrO" . .' you 

will b...->ve an opportunity to see, although in only ono ~, .sornotb.1ng of uhat is 

being done in this country, and you will see on the slopGs of Jerusaleo, in Galilee, 

on the shores of the ~ terranoa n, on tho vast spaces of the Negev, - you m.J.l soe 

ncu settlccents that are being IJa.C.'J by these i.a::ri.grants. And they are the oain 

constructive end bui!ding force in the now Israel. 

~icultura1 Vlork began sooo seventy YGars bafore the establieboant of the Statu. 

For thoso eavcnty yoars the best pionc<lrs af Eastern Europe - and at that tioo the 

vmolc of East llllropoa n JfNIrY WCJS still alivo - cade tho new Jem.sh CXIlonisation. 

To our JlOOrican friends I '.=ront to sa y tha.t thousands of k:lericans were em.ong thoo. 

I do not know whether you all knasil tha.t tho first L'1088 1a..J.igration after the Balfour 

Declaration CUl!lO not frcn Rus:3ia or Pola nd or Galicia "r a. lV East-. or West European 

country, but froo Aoerica • I IJYSO ... _ ba d tho privilege of living in i.oerica e.fter the 

First World Wax, after I was expelled qy the TuJ:ks, and I caoe back hero with sooe 

4,000 young oen nho ca...'10 to this country in unifom to fight for this country. They 

ere the first pionaers of this country and the first balutz organisation ~ho trcinad 

young pcop10 for agricultural oork ""!h~stablished in _rica in 1915. They organised 

the Jem.sh legion and they brought ovor/thcusa nds of young Jews who fought for Pciostillo , 

libel'ated it, end later built it. In that .~riod all those pioneers, frCIJ tho first 

r·nes who CeJ:le seventy years a go frOCl Hur:lgar,y end free the Old City of Jerusalcc to 

build tho first J e'i'ri.sh city, called Petach Tikva (tho Door of Hope), they rightly S~ 

a return to the soil t~e foundation of our na tiona! regeneration, and. they 00::'0 hcl pod 

by a groat tlOVetletlt, by greet Jaws. All the na tiona.! oeans of the Chovevei Zion and 

letGr the Zionist Organisation, as 'Noll as that great J ew in France who is called here 

Ha:nad.iv ~Ad.~on de Rothschild, who s~Gat hundreds of oillione, were all devoted 

to prooote e.grlculture. In these seventy years we established 290 agricultural settlenents, 

which oeans on an aver<lg6 little core tha n 4 sottleoents in a year. We cultivated 

100,000 dJ..tnaos (175,000 acres), on the averaP,e 10,000 dl.u'laJs additional fNOry year, and 

we IUt on t!le land sO!JGthing like 100,000 Jaws, or 1,400 e yeax. During these two 

yoars after tbe establishoent of tho Stato we founded 240 ~l agricultural settl~nts. 

We lUt on tho land 82,CX)() Jews run wa cultivated 2,100,000 dllnaos. That is, we are 

astablishing now 30 tiDes .:lS carw' s cttlencnts, \1G are cultivating 70 tioos as ouch land. 

as we did then, and settling 30 tiDes as ~ peoplo, and this ) large, rroarkablc, 

aDazing agricultural Vlork, 'iihich is a great creative work, !Xlrhaps the greatest in our 

history in the last 2,000 years, .... ~ dona by J ews fraJ Yeo.en, Morocco, Turkey and also 

by JfnlS troo Eastern Europe. They a.ro hard workers . They work on the lc..nd. They arc 

building villages, they arc planting woods, they are naldng roads. 1"!l.oy are regenerating 

the spaces of the Nogov. They alao work in factories iind. they MId cities. They rob.rilt 

J~<l, Iqd.<1a, Raolah, Ecersheb~1:srtnough cruv of thco do not know how to road and mi.ta . 

They are learning quic.ldy. They are gettil1€ in the 1.rr::q - those still eligiblo for the 

Lrr::rr - ll. Jewish and a general education, <l nd those who oro not in the J.roy loam in 

O"v'cning classes or froo thoir soell children. They e.ro good soldiers and they are fine 
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workers. J.. groat trensfor:;e.tion has taken place in this country - a transfor.:le.t1on ot 
1\ la nd and a tranai\; .. ne.tion of a. people. It is a pity you \1ould be seoing %iho COWltry 

only tooorrow and only for one d.aiY, but avcn in that cl!w you \1111 6CO rihat is being dono 

to the::;e oounte.ins \1hich were dasolatG for centuries. You will · see how poople .mo livod 

in oisOr.f and slavery enl dogradation for oenturies OOC8lJG free and PDWd and. creativo 

citizens who ere she.ping thoir ovm. lives and are rebuilding their count:ry. 

You will find in yoo.r dossier a sua:mry of a devoloJDQnt pIon which .vas worlcecl 

out b:loo co of cor ~rta for the fcor years of 1950-1953. You lrlll alao find a """"= 
of a plan worked. out ty our agricultural experts for agricultural d.cvolollJOnt in tho 

next four yoars . You tlO\Y find in these two plans certain discrepe.ooios, becauso the 

goner-..J. pla n as~ only 20 purcent of our pop.1lation woold be put on tho land, whilo 

our egricu1 tural ex.;nrts oro cD8E!r to put on the land a larger DlJDber, - about 25 percent. 

This Davclo],DOr.t Plan is intllnded, first of all, to prov1da full cdployocnt for ell thoso 

IJ..~SOs who <!I'E) pouring into tho coontry; socond.ly, to a:xpand our productiot:, n t ·. 0IllT 
for internal cOllS'..l:".l?';ion, but for increased export, to lesson our dependenco on foroign 

curroncy. It io ir40ndad to balru1CO our foreign trade as fer as possible, to incrGesG our 

exports end to dir;ti.nish our itlports. Wo do not believe in tot al })lanning, VlO do not 

bolieve in an entirely rogioented econcqy and society. We seo a large field for privato 

initiativo, for pri7ate capital, - In all branchos of industry, in a la.rga sector of our 

a.gricul turo, in cc;:rnmi cations am b..tilding. lUt yoo. cannot bring into sUch a Ii ttlo, 

Ile'<7, unc1.ovolopod. oou..,try lmndrods of thousands of new il:D1grants in a short tiDe without , 
general plBl'lllirlg for their eo)l0y0ent, for thoir housing, and especially for tho 

foundation of our national existence - a,grlaulture. 'iho ioportance of agricultural work 

is not only in the a.b3orption of e. luge pert of jrnjgretion, but also in our defence. 

/JJ3 you see on tt..ioI cap, 00 are su.rrourxlod on all sides, in tho North, in the South, in 

the East - \t/G arc slr,t'ou.,·ldcd by J,xab countrios which oro still hostile and. which still 

refuse to Il£Iko peace -.nth Israel. On the lend wo arc ~ntirely cut off. CUr enly 

CClTllmjcation 1s by ella ani by Ilir. :&It SCD9 da\Y we c<v be cut off also f:rcc the soo, 

and in order to stU.' .. hro 71,"J, wst provide for produotion of all the food nocossarJ for our 

growing popllation troo. our ovm soil. But it is not only food. ToooI'I'Oi1 you will soo 

SOClGthing with your a,'iil ayc~ . I told you that i::.Dediately rlhen the rmr was over only 

5 porcont of the l.o:d wes cultivated. Sinco thenji, largely increa.aod, cora than } tiDes, 

rut still DOra tha.'1 000 half of our State in the South is an eopty, uoste uilderncss, -

that is, the Noge'v', and we \7111 not be safe unless ue establish e. not of sottlGOOnts 

along our borders ... i n ch will rep.1ls9 at tho first OCIlcnt our potential eneaies, as was 

dono in tho last -aar, 

• 
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J-drusD.lal..J. was saved not only by thd Hogonoh and thd J ewish 

De fence Aruy who f ought in Jeru5Qla~ t but also by th) f 6W settlo
o ents in the north, in the west and in thu south of Jcrusalew. 
They kept away f or Donths the one~~ fran r aa ching tha gat ds of 
J erusaleo. Soo8 of then were attacked in the lost days of the 
Ma ndate , as 
J e rusaleLl. 
borddrs . 

Guf Etzion, four settleoents nearby , but 
And we .JUst have a nat of se ·.tle:ients 01 

th3Y soved 
ong o ur 

And just as putting 20 or 25% of our iwLligrants on the l and 
1s of vital iuportance, it is avan wor e urgant t o build houso s f or 

thes 3 oasses of . i~grants. If we hod ga ther ed thr ee years aGo 
and 5 01.10 of you would ask lJ.a ., or anybody else, how will you 
solve tho question of housing fophehundreds of thousa nds of 

icci5rants coDing in avory yaar, I doubt whether I would hove been 
a ble t o answer. And now I will tell you bri~fly what and how 
it Was done . t~d what has to ba done. We hod t c repair durinB 
1945, in the ye ar of the war, and in ° f ew uonths of th" next 
y ~a r, sone &5,000 dwelling units thct wer~ ruindd and a bandoned as 

a r osult of the war. But this was enough only for tho first 
wave of lLLigrants . ~s s oon as Yaffa (or J affa as you ~" ll it but 
for 3500 y"ors it was known oS Yaffa ) and Hoole and Lydda and 
Beisan and Mi gda l and bcrd and Hcifo werd abandondd nnd ruined and 

wexoJ r..;pairad by us thay ware settlad with t ens of thousonds of 

iooigrcnts. Whon new t ens of thousands COlle in we had t o build 
new houses , and until the and of June this y&ar we hnd built s one 
40,000 new housing units. 
it could be done. But rt 

Threa years ago we· did not longine that 

had t~ be done and it wns dJne . And 

if we exp 3ct in th~ n~xt two or three . years nnothar 600,000, and 
we haVd still s oaG 80 ,000 iuoigronts who or Q yst not h0USed nnd 
20,000 Wh0 <.1 r~ housed but the ir hOUS 3S ora in ruins and tbare is 
dong 3r and ~~ bn v ~ to e vocuat a thau , we will haVe to providd. 
hOUSing in the n3xt three Ydors for sane 700~OOO people. And 

if settling of 0800additi ona l 50,000 units on tho l and will cast , 
soua IL 200,000/to IL 250,000,000, new hOUSing f or 700,000 new 
s ettle rs will cost us sQUe IL 150,000,000. 

We n..3sd not entar inte dat :J ils of thase ec onoaie plans. I 

t oke it tha t conuitteas will be set up who will oxen ine the pl ans, 
the ne ads, tha poss ibilities and will hoVe tbe ir 0vm soy. But when 
we ard ta llin~ you th~t wa Gust t oka in in the next thr 8cl ysors o t 

l eost 600,000 new i £:Li Gr onts J C!D.U whao W3 or>3 telling you that this 
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can be done, it is nut ner a wishful thinkins. We t o k in in 

thas e two y~ors wor o than 430,000 poopl e . While we cannot soy 
yat that they or e al l of than absorbed eC0n~ic o lly, and that all 

of then hove nvt only enpl oynant but pernonent enpl 'ynent, cnd 

porha ps thor d ar e 3~ nor d or l a ss who ar e not yet enpl oyed and 
n ot yat absorbed , we ar e t allins you things which have beon dono 
and which ~us t bo done . For 70 years we could establish ea ch y ~a r 
f our settleuents. We can esta blish now 200 a year. Putting 
40,000 fani l1e s an tha land in tw o years t o, is an acconpl1shed 
f act. And you will have t onorrow the 0PP rtunity t o sae how t his 

is be i ug done. I~d not only i9 the iunigration of 200,000 a 
year in 1'0 ct and not only is this largu expansion of Jewish 
r.~iculture and housing and industry a f act, but it is a l so a f~ ct, 
and a crucial f act, that the Jews in Iraq and Persia nust cone 
over unless you will t ake then in Acerica. 

We ora f acing now tha s r eatest advontura in Jewis h hist0r y , 
one of t~d great est adventures in hunan hi st ory. I knoo' only 
of one such exonpl e on e nuch larger scal e in the history of 
tho world. This is the building up of J.uerica . The conquest uf 
the Wild West. Those pi oneers who built up ~narica t hey f ound 

there . III 1'6. riohes, l ar ger s pacas, l ass pollt ical 

I can t ell you that our pi oneers, we her e , have no 
pi oneering spirit and pr actical i dea lisn than those 

danger s. IIo1t 

l ess initiative , 
and the further 

generations who built up thd great Acerica . That graat enterprise 
oust be settle d in 0 short period baeD use there is no tiLle ond 

they r dfuse t ~ wait and history r efus es t o wa it. No body can t ol l 

wha t LO y hoppen naxt yea r nnd tho yea r aft er in thd entire world 
or t u those J ews whv ara !ivinS in RULlOnia or in Mor occo. This 

vast work cannot ba dune by the original f ounuer s vr t h" Stat e or 

Israel who nunw r 6.50,000 thea. al ves. Six hundr ed and fH'ty 
th0usand J ews cannot s olva this in n short tine. They ha"·, al ready 
t aken in another 400,000. But we ar e o,'nvinced t ha t t hi , 'Vost work 
is not beyond tho capacity of the J ewish peopl e. lie will need t o 
achi 3vd that w,'rk. lI t l east a billion nnd a holf dollars f or the 

next three years is neoded . The Stat e of Israel wil l pr ovide a 
third. ~e pr ovided not . l ess f or th~ l ost two years. One billiGn 
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oust OO!le tron J l3wri",s a broad , oither in CCl!l1l01gns or in l oons '1r 
in botn. 11nd W\3 ar J her.:) t ... "'1 d iscuss and t v c ,lnsult the bast way 
how t ~ do it, ond whother it shVuld bd done. You ere tree t ·, 

d iscus" avon thot, whellher it sMu!d be dC'ne, whether it cC'u1d 

ba done and h0W it sh , u1d ba done . 

The c ontinuation ot Ban Gurion Was racorded by YS 

• 

• 
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We are placing beforo Y 0U not an easy task. We here in 
Israel fear that wo aro facing a supreme test. WO are willing 
t o do so; and it is my belief that every Jew in the world is 
facing the same toet. American Jowry, English Jewry, South 
African Jewry and other well placed Jewry in tho world have 
in tho laet decade epent hundrede of millione t o hclp those 
living in misery. We choase another way. We built and we were 
nat disappointed in our beliet that the best way t o hslp the 
Jews is t o tell them to help themselves. That everyone af 
them even the most miserable Jo .. in Yemen or 1I0rocco, who 
were q>prossed for oenturies, end who were devoid of any 
material or int"Uectunl means aN oapible of being partners -in that great work of self enlll:1oipation -th.~ '0'0 are capable 
of building a new life f or ourselves. We must not submit t o 
misery and slavery - we are free ta build a new country, to 
shape a new life, t o become a froe independent people and 
t o become a moral factor in the world. To bocone a people 
who will enhance the name of the Jews throughout the world. 
We believed and we did it. and there were two forces behind 
it. The first was dire need, and the other was vision. The 
nee~itself coUld 40 nathing !lisery alone, privation and 
degr~~t1Gl Den only engender misery. and degraiation, just 
as vision alone can do nothing. When it is not rCeted in 
reality it can beoame a mere chimera - an idle fanta sy -
mere words. But when you j ointjijirs need & suffering of e 
people with a great Vision of self-help, they can cbenge the 
face of the world. This was the eecret of what has - been 
achieved in this country of ours betbre the war. This is the 
seoret of our victory in the world. We had - no ch¢ice, but 
not only that - we had a vision. We fought with our bade s to 
the wall but we fought for a great thing and. we had to win. 
And those hundreds of thousands of Jews are being prepelled 
thers from the oountries where for osntur~os'_ons they had to 
endure misery beoause they had no choice. NJW they have the 
vision of living - a vision of Jewish fro ,dam. It was a combin
ation of these two needs that made the greatness of America. 
It was indeed people who were qlProssed in different European 
countries who had to go there, but they wore also men of Vision 
who were going to build the New World. They did grGat things. 

• 
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We can do it also. We did it but it is not yet t'1n1shed. 
The task we are usking you to take part in seomed almost 
impossiblo. but it was done. I tell you in this great hour 
in our History in this hour ot' our trl umph and sup ..... o tests 
we must not fail . 

THE SESSION ENDED AT 17 :45 p .o . 

" , 
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The Prime Minister reviewed the political and military 
development in Israel. May I add a f~w words about what was 
the cost and the oconomic resUlts. I am unable to give exact 
figures about our defense expensss , but I may 8 tate that we 
spent a sam substantially higher than 100 million pounds, and 
if ~I were to compare our defense expenses with tho expenses 
of other countries even now in tho etago of military propara
tions, I woUld 1183' that we had spent for dof<mB8 a highor per
contage of our national income. and we had mobilized into the 
army a highor percantage of our Manpower. 

Mr. Ben Gurion desoribed the at tuetion in the country 
when the Mandatory administration loft the country, of the 
chaos thon. We have to build upon tho ruins of an outgoing 
rogime and in the three years of our budget, up to the }lst 
of Maroh, we had to spend a sum of more than 120 million 
pounds. A part of this budget is already devoted to care of 
immigrants, eduoation. health, social roliaf, employment, and 

80 on and so forth. We were oompelled to discuss and to ap
provo a third budget, a development budget, and again I may 

sum up that in the last two years, we, the Government, will 
oall for the development budget and for 1nnigrat1on a sum of 
about 120 million pounda. What does it meon that this little 
country took upon itself the super h1.llll8.ll task and in tho three 
yeare, le8s than ~bree years, up to tho end of our budget year, 
we have to incur obligatione and to spend a sum of more than 
}OO million pounds. We had to introduce quite a heavy taxation. 
WO had to introduce a system of allocations ~d control, in 
order to avoid or to minimize the inflation that we inherited 
from the Mandatory administration. We took "pon ourselv~s 
also the last obligation becauss of the immigration and becnuse 
ot the lack of outside tunds for the absorption ot the immi
gration. 



, 

• 

- 2 -

S.3cond Sdssion, S=ptclI:ber 3, 1 9.50 
Continuation of Eliezer Kaplan EK/TP 

May I add that for the original or regular budgets lVe 
are coverins· a hundred percent by means of taxation. Tho 
military budget, the defense budget - Mr. Ben GUri on mentioned 
it - at the beginnlng\.wo were helped, we got financial assis-

• 
tance, we got manpower - most important for UB.- The last year, 
even more than this year, hundred percent of the milita ry bud
get is coverod by local sourcos but we at least hoped that with 
regards to development and to immigration, we would share the 
responsibility with the Jewish people. Again, it was menti oned 

here that since the establishment of the State, about 460,000 

Jews arrived into Israel. icbout· 5% migrated, 95% stayed here. 
If I take off the number of poople in the camps, it is between 
50 and 60,000 people. That means that about 380 closo on 
400,000 immigrants left the camps and become self supporting 

nnd were more or less integratod into the economy of Israel. 

A l ot is said about the difficulties in the co~. I 
shall mention the pr oblems lat~r on. But from the point of 
view of employment I am sometimes wondering myself. The 

percentage of unemployed t oday is about 3% of our labor force 
and maybe even less because oven in our exchange offices, a 
good ?ort of the reg istered people are actually social cases 
but we have to take ca re of them by way of providing work for 
them. But that does not mean that we succeeded t o absorb fully 
the number of people that I mentioned, close to 400,000 people. 

Here is our friend, Robert Nathan. He made about 5 weeks 
ago an economic investigation and he then reache~ the c onclu
sion that the cost of absorption per capita is about 2,250 

dollars. The figure is not correct now, it a revision is needed 
it is necesBury t o increase and not t o reduce it. The cost 
of abosorption is about 2500 doll ars. This means that if we 
wore to absorb 400,000 people fully, we WOuld need an invest

ment of about 1 billion dollars. In addition t o the expenses -

call it relief expenses, tempora~ maintenance in the camps, 

care of social cases, mnintenance of Y0uth Aliyah etc. - I 
regret t o state that we succoeded t o invest up till now about 



- 3 -
Sacond Session, SeptoLlbdr 3,1950 

Continuation or E1iezer Kap10n EH/TP 

165 to 170 million pounds or loss than halr a billion. It meons 
thero was a dericiency, a dericit or more than haIr a billion 
dollars. In or der to enablo the devolopment ond absorption 
the Government was compellod t o step in and t o increaso its 
participation. Tha t is the rigure tha t I mentioned that the 
two development budgets alone rea chod the riguro or 113 million 
pounds. 

Followed by LB 
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It means that mf the total investments in the country 

the Government spent close to ~. about 40% were private invest

ments . The result >las a lag betveen the increase of the population 

and t he increase of production. If we had them, we could account 

for many achievements. The Prine Minis tel' men tioned a few. The 

population increased by about 70%. \/hat does that !lean? It means 

that among every five .Tews in Israel, at least two are newcomers. 

Ag ricultural production increased by about 60 to 65~. Industrial 

outD~t increased by about 35~. In order to cover the needs of 

c, nsur::ptlon together with materials, for the increase pf production and 

to get the means of production, the inveetmmt goods, we were in need 

of large importations and the figure of importations into Israel last 

year (1949) was close to IP.87,OOO,OOO to I1B8,OOO,OOO. In the first 

months of this year, the importation figure reached 50 to 51 million 

pounds. Despite this increase of importations, we decreased the im-

portation of consumer goods and nearly doubled the imports of invest
co.)ital, 

mentl 1Il oreer to increase the productive capacity of the country. 

But the consumer goods decreased. \~e imposed a systE!ll of allocations 

in order to divert as much as possible from consumption to production, 

and to try to divert as much as possible,und it ia not tho ]aoot 

'Jut the grenta!!-ol'art of produqtlon for expol't. But the Govern 

",ent took upor. i·.'v!l' heavy Obliga, ' JI.., part l y foreign, mainly inter-

nal obligations. If we were not placed with the problem of immigration 

I "ould say it should not worry us. The assets created by these large 

investments, in addition to the assets that we got fl'om the Government 

assets, not taking into consideration the aban,'oned property, - the 

value of the assets is higher than the sum of our debts, forei30 and 

internal togaticr. But, in the meantime, we had to impose a heavy 

burdern, and the economic situation of the country is quite strained. 

Let me brine you one figure more: We (the Govern~ent) spent directly, 

\ 
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apart from the Jewish Agency or the national institutions, and 

even apart from the local Government institutions - the Government 

of Israel allocated for absorption of immigration, for care of 

i"",igrants and for colonization, up to now, a sum of more than 

IP . 80,000,000 . Of this IP.80,000,000, we spont already about 

IF. 50,000,000. It covers a poriod of close to · three years. If 

thore will not be additiona~ allocations, but most of the money was 

allocated last year and partly this year. It means that tho Govern

nent undertakes to spend, in addition and apart from the abandoned 

property. about LP. 200. per capito . And the burdon we impose upon 

an immigrant in Israol in the form of taxation, that he and his 

children >lill have to pay, is more than IP. 100. per capita. 

Compar e this for a moment with the offort. that wo claim from our 

partners , partnors not in covering our ordinary expenditures, not 

our defence expenditures, but partnors only in one task, that of 

absorption of immigrants •. 

Continued by MlI 
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Allow DEI to say a few words before I contirue qy oa.1n thosis about the 

:C1nanoial sitution in the country, especially in view of the NCOUI'S - I ~ ~ 

8a:teti:oes oalcious l'\.ICO\lrS - spread abroad aboot the crisis in Palestine. 11J'ha 

banks were closed, stocks were dorm, ete. ate. tI It is not the task of this 

Conference to discuss our internal difficulties. The Govermant will seek for 

~ and oeans to avel'OOOO these difficulties. ~t I think 1 t 1s qy duty to sa.y a , 
few words. The last oonth ve.s quite a difficult oonth for us. This was due to tha 

effort to introduce tho rationing of olothing in order, 88 I said, to divert a 

part of our produotion in the clothing 1ndustr,y and shoe itslustr,y for the pu'PO •• 

ot exportation. We have in our banks now deposits of about IL 140,000,000 • 

During the last conth about !1,C of thtl deposits were taken out, close to IL 7 ,000,000 ~ 

Theso ci.llions of pounda were thralm into the ca.rket, into the raa.rket of goods ani 

into the ca.rl<et of gold, And the pries of gold was hish, vor,y high. But in tho 

last rew dB;ya I beliovo it is ~ cl1Mb!ng "'-- 1.nl the mllione toot 

ettocJrod the ca.rl<et of goode brought an inoreaae of the blBClt market, But it oa,y 

inte1'est the peoplo hero who take 8 greater lnteroet in econcx:dc problece that tho 

sources of the oeana of ~ that 18 the currency in o1rculation and the acount 

of deposits did not dscre<lSe dllr1ng the last ""nth, the so-ce1led difficult conth 

of the panic in Israel. That oaans that the GaverIllSnt took the neC8Ssar;; steps 
not to use additional f\mds for the parpose ot the GoverrDEmt, and to tz)r to cover 

ee ""ch as possible the Goverment e;x:ponditure with the 1nccoe. W. 00"" to take 

~t~ a lot of measures to overcaoe this inflation. I believe we will avercace it. 

I wish only to state here that all the rucore of devaluation and. ruccurs of the 

freezing of deposits are baseless. Tho quostion was not even discues4d in the 

Goverment. 

But certa.inly this large .:taIl'!:::'!.ti 'In, as I said, imposes a substantial 

becltlog and finds its expression in tho standard of living of the pop.1l.ation" 

8spocially of tho new pop.1l.ation, the nawcomers. And you wore told ani you will 

see tocorrow how tens of thousand. of people not in caope, because they have to 

provide for their own livelihood, are living in tents, and m&l'\Y of thee. will spend 

oven the winter in tents - mon, wa:K)n and children. ~t it is not only the question 

of the suffering of peopla. It ir:lposes a very heavy strain upon the develop:Jent of 

tho countr,y. It finds 1 ts O%JM'Ssion in tho adverse hilance of trade¥:, it finds 

its expression in the inflation, etc. 

Despite all this, we came to you ~ with this offer to be partners in this 

new tranendous task of trying to absorb during the next three years about 600,000 

Jews, Nobody can foretell if 600,000 Jews will be abl~ to reech Israel, and.nat 

will be tha exact wmber, It doesn't depelld upon U .tone, It depends upon tha 

iD,jernatioDal situation. U depellds upon the local govomnents, and you know toot 

as well as I do. But that ma,y solve the probla!1 of the Jews 1Ibo are in ~....a"'l8Gr of 

extermination, either morsll,y or physically. Tbey os:y strongthen Israel. The lest 

few dl\Y8 when I tried t o give a lot of thou8ht to this Conference, and I was 

rEminded that before the great ..... , ...; _ be tbero ere people here who took part, 
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it was a conference that discussed t he fat a of the victica of Hi tIer, at Evian. 

The great povrors called for the conference. It was a failure. Nobody was 

'<lining, nobody was ready to open the gates of t heir country f or the irictims 

of Hitler. .Uso'OO failed, the Jaws. We did not riso t o the occasion. We did 

not for esee what eight happen.. And we paid a high price. Now, we aro not discussing 

the fate of cillions, we are discussing the fate of hundreds of thousands, ani 

again no·L}OCy can for esee what oe;y happen. The Jewish state is in existence. Israel 

has ope~ her gates. Israel is re~ to accept these hundreds of thousands of 

people. 

That doesn't caan that t hGre ~ be no ir:Digration l ater. :But it [3Cljy be 

im:ri.graUon of peopl e who are willing . 0 C(lO) t o Israel. Now it is an j rm1grat1on 

oostly of peopl e who are in need to cooe to Israel. Now I 8Q. going to oention 

the two forces th:lt occurred in the upblildine of Israel - the f orce of attraction 

a.rd the force of e:qulsion. Now tho f orce of oxpulsion 1s working hard, oaybe 

more tha.'l tho force of attraction. We a.v solve this probl eo. It is not only a 

financial problOCl. We need not only funds. W. ooed your h&lp in gotting for t ho 

funds catarial and. ca.chinery. It ~ becCDe a vary itlportant question when the 

carl::st again beccoes a seller ' s carltet. We need mIl. Wo need "lalow- hOW"'. lIUt 

it is pz-edotti.!\aJltly a financial problec, and with the help of funds this teak can 

be solvJd. 

1::nJ. again l et us consider this problao froo the pain t of view of econc:oics. 

Again 02¥ I recied yollfthe figure of )12,500, ani that !:leana that in order to 

absorb an w.ditiono.l ~, OOO Jews, if there will be 600,000, 'i\'9 need $1, 500,000,000. 

TheI's is s.:.so alwcws t he question of do ~ need thao for investoent, and how Illlch of 

the fun1a do ...ve have to spend. for pb.1lnntbropic ohannels. There is a certain 

eora1lltion. If we have uore funds f or investoema we tll\Y need l ess funds f or help, 

for relief. f"!!:ft IiiPQ:r.Q. tRce ~ peN'k But I will not be truo to qyaelf if I do 

not Sf\Y that in this time and. under such preSSlll'a. even a part of the irwestr::lents 

are .mabled to repay themselves , even a part of the irwestrnents we should call then 

a'~ pard.if't. The task before us iclpoaes upon us what I oe:y call with your 

pe:n:cssion a direct attack on econocics. .l.nd we ha.ve beon ready f or the fight f or a 

l ong t irlo. W9 tried to plan our acona:ri.c activity a.n:l ooona:rl.c d.evelop:lGnt, and 

we tried t o do it in relation to this cold project, if you like , of the absorption 

of' 600,000 peopl e . I oust confess we devoted quite a l ot of energy, tioe and 

oeans for t he sake of the preparation of such scheoes end pL1.ns. We care far rmay. 

f ollowod by !.Iiss SillI:lan. 
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We ar..;) fer <3woy . If sO.i.l~bt'Jy would ask 110 npl.:lEtsa put C"'n ~-~3 
a 

t .. -:bl.J/cut - ond-driaJ schaue'! I would say I hcv\l not got it . Toot I 

wuul d liko to oxplain in a f~'" \V,·rds. We lid a lon of collectine ~f 

.:.aturiol. I would .3xp1oin it 1n a fJW W" niS. Ono of tho boses - ·~no 

~f tho .:!(lans for vur dvvol~Pl.cnt - 1s _. ~ the probloD of irrigotion. 

Wo trie~ to plan irrigati on OV3n b~f0ra th3 war, 'the War 0 f Liberati~n l, 

'our War of Libdrnti ('ln' t and nIl uf Y0U, 3SP30iolly the II!1.oricans, kn."'lw 

about it . w& start~u about a y~ur c£o to r~vlso thasu Bch~UBB in 

Qcoorjoncc with tho new puliticul situoti0D ond thd tactual situotl ~Q 

"stablished. Wa n,.bilisad our 1.1C81 dXpdrts - Wd invited experts fro:; 

abroad, this tiua alsl) froil the Ucj:Sj.ui1>- .1.1 f.JW 0t thau oro haro. 1. 

~r oup loft lost wook ond tho Govurnuent ho1 a lldating with the £~~up 

<,f those irrigation engineers. oad thoy soid thay arc plonnning a 

l ar go schene f or tho irrigation and power of Isroal that any cost up 

-.v two >-illi0n pounds. It is a sche:le for twenty years. But. in the 

~autiue, t~e1z ora in the process of preparation and octually of 

co .• "ldti,m. of what thuy call irriG"ti,)n schenes . This should cost 

us about 150 !.lillian dollDrs . We Sh0 Uld irrisato about 3/4 Dillion 

J.unons of lond4 But, whBn I oskod then "Giv", na 0 L6chonical ruport, 

not o nly (1 tochnicol rap0rt but olso on OCOO\1ll1C one 11 , they said lilt 

!laY toke a row w6..Jks or u fC3"'~ !l0,nths, but it tll.kes tine" . Via invltaCi 

a group of English engineers to prepare f or us n schena of ch3~cal 

onll industrial .J.3vel·:'pcent J and \\nly this waek a raw geol;:)E;ists llBae 

a thcrouf,h survay of ell the p"ssibilities in the country . Wo collect3:l. 

dote - ::Ic un..JLic J physioal Bnd tachn. )l oC;iccl in ~rder to prepared a 

f~w years' plan sche~ 1n urda~ to de va lop the country and how to usa 

the resourceS of the country. i.ll this ras130rcb work which is dona 

strengthens ~ur hvpe that the country 1s npt as poor as DOny of us 

think. or as DOny try to persuade us - Jews and non-Jews . I en for 
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fr .,).i] .Hoking c0ncluslons or r :8ching conclusions, but I con state tha t 

f or tho tine being the raports of all the people, nnny of then uxports 

,)1' hiBh reput a tion in ,1 ur c ountry, quit o a taw crr internotionol reputa-· 

tivn~ or J vdry ~nc ourQ£ing. It hos strangth3ned o ur hope that 0ur 

difficulties - Qna they are gr eat - o re taop·;:,r a ry, a r'3 t!'onslt C"l!'Y , and 

too G the ha r dships tho t W'3 L ... p0sad and will have t o i npose u;x."n ~) ur-

s~lvas arc f or th~ s ake of 0 u uch brlght~r - nnybG not S 0 f ar away -
eVGn 

fut ure. Thorof0rc, I O!.l a bl 0 to<lay to ?ut beI'ora you 0 fUlly fledged 

¥l an f or our Jclvolopuent . You saw a plan waua hurD by Dr. Gruonwnld 

~fGr tho tice ba ing, In his nwn rQs~~nsibility - uf such a f our yeor 

sch:;l;,Jo, but wa tried to L" utline f or oursJlvJS - and wo a rc r uoiy to put 
thNJ y~or 

bofare y ou tha = in faotur e s " f this/sChene of nbsorption of iL"ligr ants" 

I said IIWe noy need a figure of Obi1Ut .!na nnd a holf ~illi ('l n d;)llors. 

Hare W0 1.l!Ilt.J our OCC uunts in poun:is - that llaans tha t wa Shllil need 

fiv. hundred and fifty Dillion pounds . W~ ON 0 utlinil16 e j)Ngrru::::.cl " f 

l llV.Js t .:::mts of f~l u:rhunJrod ninaty .:allion p:"Iunds . l~ s I s oid, even M pert 

but : qUJstion if all of than ore liquid. The plan is Indeod to covor 

~vllB cost of tra nsport ntlon, tht.;) c .J st of t d..J.por (.i ry no int .Juoncl3 - tha t 

Civ.3S .co 0 fieur3 ~) f Sixty J illion pounds f ..... r the cup3nditura . Thdr.Jf '1' -3: 

wo nzod t o gdt ~cnay fr on nIl tha three s ources Lunti0nad here t 0JOY . 

I shell return l otdr t t) tha f or o ;)f inv oD st ... i.6nts. Tha G~"'v€lrru.lent is 

willin€:. t o t aka u,;>c·n its") lf the oJJitivna l burJ.an. Mr. &n Burion n CU-lvCt 

thIJ fiGur s vf abo ut half Q o.1111\)n d.>llcrs - Clco ia it J...!dans obuut 

a hundr aJ nnd s&vclntyfive uillion pounds. I wust say it is Q tranand0 uB 

burden cod I do not Baa that wa cun s ava this troD3ndous sun in tho 

CJ untry in ad.UtiJn t o our ordinary budget, t o tha dafencd bu:get, nod 

t () our need to t aka C tl rt3 Cl f the socia l noeda rjf tho ncwcC'L.tJrs . 

, 
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n~t only during tho stay in the coops but t or quite a l ong )ari od. Yo u 

.L.:1Y S.JIJ s oJrlothing Of it t oo.orrC'w. I would say fr on tha puroly e con.:'lnic 

~0int o f view at savings not bo dxhort ntion but by oxortion wo could 

sov" in tha country a bout halt at this. Pdf'pla b.dliavo tha t tho nati"Ml 

i J..00U3 of Isruol in th~ Ydor 1949 wos about 240 Jilllon ,lOunds . In 1950 

I Doliovo we rJa chJd tho figurv of 300 ..11111.on i>0unds . The pr oC:ol.lOe ' f 

ttb cbs1r,;tLm ..:..f i!...-igr:Jnts or of inv.Jstc...Jnts ooy incr aost:I our Nati..loa l 

Inco~e i n 1953 fr~~ 300 •• illion ~ounds to 485 oillioo pounds . thot means 

that thes" invostu~nts e re inv~s~ants if thay find thoir oxpr assiC'n 

in tho inoNa s > .)f Notional lInCO"'J - qui to substantially. If wo succJed 

it oeons during tho thrv~ yoors on incN;,so of 180 t o 200 oi11ion pounds . 

fuN the por capito inoooo is 600 a,lla rs. whvN a s in the U~~ 1 •• it is 

1800 dollars . It is fo~ y<'u t o discover the purcha sing powar hare . But 

wa a r ") r acdy t o toko uIWn o urs.JlvQS this burden . I bl31icv .... it will olsv 

str anBth~n th~ 0 co n~~y of Israol, ovt ~nly tha dof~nco pot~ntlo1, if 

WO Llust got thJ billion dollars at lolost froD outside . Thot is thJ 

pc rto.o1rship t hnt WJ wnuld pr opo s ,;: t (l you t Onight, Clnd it 1s f ·"'tx you t n 

s r, ,' how t o t:,0 t tho w~n0y to cobilisa . Moy I odd thot if wo will hOVJ t o· 

~bilisJ thJ Lonay-I ~anti~nad the fisura of 535 ~llion pounds that we 

r..DJ n:loJ during tha non throe yoars 1n vrdar to racliso this scheme . 

Tho cantl auatian ot l.I2:., lCop1.an'~: sp""c.b was r acor ded by I\T . . 
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t~ay I reoind you that Mr . Ben Gurion told you that in the Har 

Period also the Jewish i~igration into Palestine and the Jewish coloni

sation was quite a unique phenomenon, because the success - or the so~ce 

cf success - was the large import of capital that accompanied the import 

of immigration . The immigrants brought the capital, but the relationship 

of national Government, Keren Hayesed and Keren Kayeneth with private 

capital was about 15% to 85% . Now, because of the composition of these 

~grants, their economic position, their agricultural status, their 

physical needs, we are facing - and Ben Gurion mentioned this - not only 

an economic problem, but also a problec of human rehabilitation, and the 

relationship should be about 33% of private capital and 77% of governmen

tal or national, public, and all the different kinds of mobilization of 

funds . As far as private capital in Israel is concerned, that will nct 

suffice to cover this part of the affair, and the Government ,1111 have to 

invest this money. Fron the budget, which I mentioned before, the 

Government will take upon itself to respond. The Government is willing, 

if there is no other esay, to take upon itself to repay a part of the 

fl~ds to be nobilized abroad, in order to fulfill this treoe~dous task, 

We are ready to impose this hardship upon ourselves, and place the burden 

upon the future generations of Israel, in order to solve the p:oblem of 

the future Jew and to stabilize Israel . Of these 490 million po~~ds, we 

plan to 1nvost about 200 million pounds in the expansion of agricalture 

and industry. That will give us the possibility to improve substantiAlly 

our balance of trade, and our balance of international~ades. I can 

foresee and I have been told, that about 40% ought to be invested in 

industry. On that question, we will give you more details and mora 

explanations later. I do not think that I shall take up more time on 

that now . We will have to spend about half of the money for housing 

and public funds. We will have to spend a part of the money for services 

for transportation . Many of you blame us in Israel and outside that 

we are investing such a great part of our budget in housing and in 

public works; that we do not divert a larger part of our budget not 
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only for constructive purposes, but also for permanent production of 

80OOs . \ie are not free masters. We are a Sovereign State, very scnsi-

tive - and quite proud of it. But we have to face the realities. Sven 

in re&ard to immigration, \Ie are not full masters . \,e have to face the 

opinions and desires of the population here. It is also an objective 

factor . Let me confess that I especially and many of my friends tried 

to brin& in $mmigration on a selective basis. Taking into consideration 

the composition of the JC>Tish Agancy, the most difficult position was 

to help the J~Tish Agency in this respect . I mention the figures: 

During the months of April, May - I think also in June - the avera&e 

immigr ation into Israel >Tas about 12,000 . We t::,ied to improve tho trpo 

of immigration through the method of selection. I am a protagonist of 

this principle of selection in order to develp Israel with the right 

kind of human material, but in July, tho immigration increased . In 

July and August it was fro) 12,000 til> 17,000 and then from 17,000 to 

18 , 000 and this month is was 19,000. Nhat happened? The Rumanian 

Government started to sond us five to six shiploads (beca~,e that may 

be the proper definition - each shipload consistin& o~ more than 1,00) 

and this deprivod us of the right of selection and we >Tore faced with 

this alterne.tive : to stop imoigration or to s.mllo" it, Ben Gurion 

mentioned 120,000 JOl'S in Iraq; 102,000 registered for immigration to 

Israel , and no" "e have been told that there are about 20,000 ;Tho &ave 

up their Irnqlan citizanship and that they are nOI' Stateless. As : 

stated before , we are not full masters . We have to face the reallti95 

and try to do the best tp~t we can under the circUDstances. 

That is also the case with Invest~ents here. From i : 10 el1onozr.ic 

point of vie", it is disputable ",hether we should invest such huge 

sums into housing and into public works . But as long as the ne;'eomer 

has no roof over his hea&, he is a consumer. In order to convert him 

into a producer, we must give him the very minimum of housing, whethe! 

it is a house or even a barn, I<[hat we plan to build are the so-called 

one- room houses. We intend to build 180,000 such rooms and only 

about 40 , 000 >Till be houses of t-..,c and two ani a half rooms. In 

thes e calculations, '<e do not tako into consideration ::he problem of 
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land; l<e do not take into consideration quite a number of other this 

when fixing this amo~t. 

The national income will increase from 300 million this year 

t o about 487 million; the agricultural population from about 2Oj! of 

the population to about aO% of the population . ,Ie will be able to 

increase substantially our exports . Now, it is a fact that we have a 

: ,,!'g~ t.:r"~q ·.,hich js oDening up before quite substantial markets. Se

condly, ·:tj.oc. "r~ a number of proble",s connected with this problem 

as well. \Ie '.·,ill have to organise all our potential1tiesl There are 

a lot of <'iff::.cult problems, and we are considering all the problems 

which :<e are facing. I might stress that we also succeed quite often. 

I believe the matter is solu.ble. I believe that this investment will 

make t;1e people self-suppo!'t.ing. The Jewish people, Israel, 1s a going 

and growing concern. 

I am nearly at the end . Many friends will ask me the question: 

Well, will you be able to repay? What will be your balance of trade 

and balance of payment? I.ill there be an adverse balance of trade or 

no~? No;'l, the:-e are no miracles .. I cannot promise the miracle that 

"Te ,.,111 be abl9 in three years to convert a difference of balance of 

p0\1er. To ym.'!.) Americans, may I remind you that there was a difference 

o~ balance o~ 9~yne~t in the United States for 100 years. And that is 

not a~way. a quastion of poverty. It depends for what you will usc the 

::':'vney~ 

We t d cd t" p,'eparc a hypothetical budget for investment . Say, 

for irst~~c ~i tha ~ in 1953, there will not be the necessity of an 

investment for i~gration or that there may be another kind of immi

gration. I consider it is hypothetical and many may use the word 

hypotheSiS L~ American dollars. 

(Conclusion of lIT. Kaplan's spoekh by EK) 
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I t ook more time than I intended and I shnll n ow c ~nclude. 

Wi) a r e all ];!'Cud of the sta t e of Israel . If s omobody \7ould 
anal y ze i ·t objectively, they would find a mi xturo of lights end 

shadows. Strangors will find mor e shadows, friends and intima t es 
will find mor e lights. Friends or inside poopl e will mark the 
Bhad~wB, t he achiev ements and the ful1ureB ~ 

We nro bcf , rc a dil emma , ~ decieive dile mma . Bon Gurion 
mentioned t oday tha t all of us cun express his opinion, and I 
do it quito often, oxpr essing an opinion of a heretic about 
immigr a tion and col onis'l tion and so on and s o f orth. Immigr ation 
i s goi ng on - t ake it as a f act, OnlY a roal crisis will cl oso 
tho gatos of Israol. Wo f aoo a dil emma - we are running into a 
crisis f or Israel and f or the J ewish poovle. We must make a 
super human effort not only t o ge t money but tho executi on of 
such a pr ogr am may be no less dif f icult than the or ganiza tion 
of a fund. May I thon remind you, it is a troub l ed wa t er in 

t ho '.70rld - l e t us not f a il . 

BEN 9URION - Evening Sossi on 

Now gontlemen, we will have a f ow briof stot cmonts ronde 

by r opl"CBcntati vcB of the main Ame rican g r oups who 0. r c hox-c . 

I w~ll now call upon Dr. Nachum Gol dman , the charman of the 
Jewi sh rtgency sc cti on l~·Amcrl ca . 

EK r ecor dod Nachum Gol dman 
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Mr . ChairBari, ladies and gentleLlan, I understand that the 

stateLlents now to be oa de ere not !!l6ent to open the discussion 

on the r3Bl issues, and therefore I won't do it either . 

I an speaking now half as a host and half as a guest. 

bs a Llenber of the iigency, I 8iJ a host , Bnd as I COLJe frorl 

iUJarlca, I an. also a guest. 

, 

We are not now dealing with the issues which we shall begin 

to deal with on Tuesday . I want just to say a few words a bout 

what, in ~y huuble opinien, is wvre important the spirit of 

this conference and the spirit in which we shell leave. I want 

to criticise, it way be, a little bit the two spea.k~rs w'.o 

preceded Me . They were , in o y opinion, a bit too gentle; 

Qaybe they hed to be . I, osing half a host and half a guest, 

I can be ~ore frank and brutal. I think this conference to 

which all of us have COhl8 fro~ so for - you would not have cou~ 

five thousand n iles (I cone a longer distance , as I nade a tour 

to South bfrica before coaing here) - it would not be worth 

while to have unde these journeys if we did not talk in all 

f rankness and did not say things which cay appear controversial 

and unpl easant. 

~cricon Jewry has not risen to the occasion of the last 

two years . I kao" what li.werican Jews have given . I have 

particivated a , little bit in trying to Get aoney. I know what 

l~erican Jews can give, and I know that it all depends on the 
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Jecision of fifty or a hundred l...,dars of the Anerican Ja>lish 

c",,""unity . We ara now gore than two yaars after the estovlish-

uent of the stata. Colossal thin~s have been done in these two 

and a half years ; Mr . Ben Gurian and Mr. Kaplan have given you 

so~e deteils. But I nust say that Israel has done a colossel 

job, and we Jews outside have done a very fa r fran splendid job. 

This is a very critical period which can end with either 

success or with tragady . We want all the ~ride and joy and 

happiness end enthusiasA, and taKe very little of the anxiety 

ond worry . We taka things too much for granted, ond that is the 

real decisive issua of this conferenca . If the Jews of Agarica 

wvuld ba as anxious and wor riad about the situation and the tasks 

to ba undertaken es tha leaders of Israel (and not only the 

laaders but the f~ople of Israal) are worried, then I feel sure 

that something icportant could be achieved . 

Kaplan mentioned that he is allong those who wont regulated 

iaaigratlon. I belong to those who wont a lioited iuoigration. 

But I heve given up oy efforts to insist, not only because I 

learned whet I knew before, that it is not easy to fight a 

decision which Ben Guricn takes, but becousa wa have powerful 

allies , the Goverruoants of Iraq and Rounenia, and against such 0 

cvubination it is useless to fight. 

Ona Of two thln£s will heve to ha~pen, either there will be a 

financial breakdown or a noral breakdown . The tine LlOY Calle when 

Israel nay be forcad not to adoit Jaws . This will be a aoral 
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The greatness of the State 

w~s that it was created for those who huve to coma. But the 

result of taking then nay be e financial disaster with all the 

consequences involved . 

1~ state lives on all fronts at the saae tiLle. What I want 

to say is th.t if such a moral breakdown would toke place, it 

would be a noral breakdown for the Jaws of the world, not just 

for Israel. This country would have quite a confortable life 

without this anss inmigrution. They would not have to go 

through all the urdeals. It is worth while giving ",ondY to 

build up Israel, 3vaD if you don't save the Jews of Iraq and 

ROW!lanie . 

I am convinced that this conferanoe would be a success if 

the fifty Jews around this table, and perhaps fifty nore who 

ara not here toni Ght, with ell their devotion and intelligonce 

and loyalty, would nake up their ninds to do it. That is 

d~,ocracy , and the Jewish people would follow good leadership . 

This is the feeling that we have to generate, but it 

has not been ganerated in these last two years - I don't know 

followed by L. A. 
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I participated in all attoopts to """" the six cillion J .... of Eruope. 

In snothor wo,:tld war, the 600,000 JfN18 now awaiting iI:J:::li.gation into Israel will 

be in darlger. These 600,000 Jews IlllSt be brought to Israel. 

We luwe here the representatives of the Counoil of ' .! ... "1a~ Fedorations and. 

IIiolfare P\mIa and I am glad that they are bere, not o~ because tbey """ our 

partners in the :f\md.- raising cacpaign, bJ.t because the question of loei.l. neems 

va. ISfael can be discussed. It is not really local needs ve. Israel, but the 

issue was not clearly forculated in Amerioa. 

Atlerican Jf1Nr',f will not break down if the percenta,ge of local needs will 

be less for soce tioe longer. 
!lobd¥ baa to tell "" I haw no understaniing of American J_.b probllll:l8. 

I have understanding of these probleoa, bJt it 1s a question of priority. The 

600,000 Jews OlSt :pe aaved. I ac glad that :1.. those who cars for the local 

needs are bere .and can see the 91 tua.tion and urosrstand 1 t - T!l¥ frienlB, .Linder, 

Goldwater, Montor. . Wo have had discussions on refugees in America. I have 

mentioned these probleas not in order to start a controversy. The right approach 

is what is required, and it is not only a question of Zionists at this cocent . 

We !:lUSt approach it in the right spirit, the spirit of ooopaeation. I ea;y cal\Y 

of the liB difficulties which h8V8 t ·akon up eo web energy Will diBappear if the 

tbing will be seen in the proper perspective. 

We don't discuss at the manent the concrete issue, but let us agree that 

there is a very serious situation here. I don't know as D.1ch ill Mr. Ben Burien, 

cuch less than Mr. Kaplan, but wery three months I am here and it gi. ves you a 

certain porsfilOtive if you are not here all the title. 

J9iII'Y will have to face a financial catastrophe or a cora I oatastrophe. 

lJ.l I wieh i8 that we see the issue in this light, see the real realities of the 

s1 tuation and stop being glad about aohievEDents. We rust kno;i' that to build 

up Israel 1s not a aicple th.in{;, and to bring in hi.mdreds of thousands of 

j!"Eli grants is not an easy thing. 

All of us around this table I1lSt make up our cinds wbat the ooocrete 

problems arc and face thar.l in the proper spirit. You can have a bond di8"OUSsion 

with the proper spirit of cooperation. .All I want to 88\Y is that I hope that 

this backsraund information that you have received from. the Primo Kinister of 

Israel and the Minister of Finance should mako it clear to ycu, Zionists and 

non-ZioJiste, - ani this transcends the forcal issue of Zionists and. non-Zionists , 

- that the coontry is in a serirus situation beoause the Jewish people have not 

lived up to what is necessary in theso two years. YoU I1lSt realiso that there 

is a licit to what Israel alone can do. If we will see this serious situation 

ani lcn.aN that the only wa:y out is that aane new fOIm of effort of world Jevrry 

and above all of J.carican Jr:mry - other Jewri~ .will follow - \1ith the proper 

spirit, - if we make up our minds here to oake it possible, with all the diffi

culties, we can do within the next t\.a years what was not possible in tho 165t 
two years, 8l1d we will save these 600,000 Jews. 

Followed l\Y Mr. Stanoly 14mrs - recoraod l\Y LA 
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1Ir. Bon Gurion introduced 1Ir. Stanley I(ye:rs, Pres1dant of the Council of 

Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds of Jamerica; 

Mr . ltrors: I wae a.akod by tho Chail"!::la.ll before this meeting toni.;ht to 

sBiY a f(JW words on behalf of tho delegation froc. the Council of .Jewish Federations 

and Welfare Funds of America, to respond to tho greetings given us this afternoon 

by the Prioo Jlinistcr and Mr. lDcl:;:er . At this b.c:ur, lO:}O or ll:OO p. m. it is 

far too lata to engage in a controversy with the previous speaker. I oerely want 

to observo that it is a Ll8.tter of opinion whether tho S\.E1 of S....... which 

the organisation of qelie.ro Funds gave throue;b the UJA to Israel end overseas needs 

was worthy of them or whother they CQuld have done oora. History will have to 

oako tbat docleion. Our chairoan said this aftarnoon that we DJ.Bt bo practical 

realists. Vie caoe to this ..conferenco with the full realisation that Bcoething 

cuat be done and shall be done . f.nsworing as a realist,cortain things whibh 

eight exist with reg::uod to fund raising in tho UlU toda,y, I know oDO thing - we 

never oobilisad nor can we ever nobili-se the .oarlnn efforts of J.oerican JfiI'il'rY 

by creating disunity end discord. Everyone has to l"CClEllber that the oajor job will 

have to be accCDplishod in the local CCJDlni Ues, where the f'I.lms arc raised, and 

you cannot cobilise local forces by pitting one cause aealnst the other. I accept

ed the PriDe Minister's siatooent in the pross a fef'1 ~a agg as the policy of 

the Israel Govol"l'D8nt, to the effeot that you cannot build Ieracl by tearing do;m 

,.-.carlCM. Jf1ifrY. :fut the Israel Govema,,:,at recognises that e. strong .ArJerican Jewry 

will oake it possible. for Israel to survive anc. we have to keep Aoarican Jewry 

strong to do the job. 

Responding to the greetings of our clmiroan and Mr. Locksr, I wouL1 like to 

exprass the appreciation and thanks of tho Council of Fodorationa and. Welfare 

FUnds for tho invitation crrlcn:lcd to us to attend this Conference. I think it sig

nificant that when the invitation was extended by the Isrecl GovortDGnt am. the 

Jewish Asency it was 1crlodio.tely accopted. by the governing boc\Y of our Council, 

without hositation and tmanjoously. I think. it highly significant that when on 

receipt of tho invitation I addressed a lotter to 50 of the largest cocomi ties 

in l.oorica explaining tha.t a delegation of the Council would attend the Conferenco, 

indicating the agenda and eliei ting c(ltomts free the I08.£lers, a lorge nuober of 

replies were received. !4ost of theso loaders had callod oeetinga i..aJediately 

jq co~:J.dQt th~ oatt~ indicated in qy letter to calC 'bofore the Conference. 

I want ;you '0 bow that tbii CQunj;1l alwa,ys bad and now bas e syopatbetic 

interest of the probloos of Israel, and the 800 organised Jewish ca:n..mit1es in 

.Aoerlca. contributed naarly $200,000,000. throueh the Welfare Funds to Israel causes .. 

I don't kno w what answer we are 80ing to be able to find to the probla:lS present

ed by our Cbaiman.. CIla thing, Mr. Price lti.nister, I should like to ~t that 

your offer that we are to engage in free, open and frank discussion on all the 

questions is accopted by the Council delogation. 

Mr. lttvcrs continuing - IA 
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We will call upon the exporienco and the 8Ontioents of the organised 

Wolfare Federations in tho United States which, I think: , have triad to do a 

job in the past, in our discussions, and. thrrugh those ex:periCDCOs and knowing 

those sentioonts, we shall try t o oaks ecce worthwhile contribution to this 

Conference and the job we tl.1St undertake in tho fow de¥a that lie ahead. If 

vrnat I aD e¢ng nc:J'N were not our eent10ents when we arrived in Israel this 

corning, the alabt of the thCJl.lSEWis of acres of land, which we passed on our 

waq f'ra:l the airport to this hotel, cr;ying for occupation and reclaoation, 

\WUld have procpted thee observations of cooperation which I oaka at this tioo. 

I trust tha.t this Conference will be a fru1t:tul one, and. that frOCl here we 

will bring forth result. that will be of ever1 .. ting bonafit to Era. Israel. 

t ollCfR<ld by Judge Rothenberg - recorded by /JH 
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I have ':Jnly II :few brief ranarks to mnkc. I sh::>uld lilco to 

j oin Mr, Myers in saying th"t ,,1 though it '""'8 very d ifficul t for 

many of us to l eave our rllsp aneibili tics in our O\m country at 

this time of the Y0or, we regarded it n ':Jt only as a duty but as 
a priVileBe tJ accept the invitations that were extended to us 
t o oome here for consultutionsa 

Now there lJUly be differences of opinion that will arts€) in 
tl;".e course of tho disCU6Sio:1s, and I think i t shou~d b e tulwn 

for g r-tlnted tho'~ ')u!' :?rcsence here, many of us coming under 

difficult circumstances o..1.d all of us troveling thousa..'1ds of miles, 

testif"j.es to tile fact that hO'Yevcr we may diffel" we have co:ne here 

to give our most ca~~ost cJnsideration and t~ouaht to the solution 

of at least Bomo of the p;:ocsent problems whic~ face the Government 

and the Agency. 

I understand t~at there ore 60mB plans that ~ere to be pre

sented to us... It is r .. o secret that t.llcy h ave been tal!ced ab')ut;l 

and I t ilink that the sooner wo get down tot be specific and 

c oncreto pl"'oposals th!lt the Goverrunent or the Agency have to tn:ll:e 

to us, the better it nill be o OUl' time is extremely limit()d~ 

Tomorrow there "ill be "0 disc.! ssi OIla. TIle next day "'ld the follow

ing day are left for discussioras, and then most of us must depa~to 
If this Conference is to accomplish anyttling it seon.s to be thei'G 

is no tima to be lost, and we must grapple wi th the concrete 

problem that is bofore u;, . I d 0 not think \19 need any furthe;;;, 

elucidatior!!,af'ter the -: orce~u1 presentations that were made t~is 
a.fternoon, as to the needs in Israel. At the least it may be 

assumed that the majority rIf those who have corne here hr- " '3 a 

pretty f'air idea~ alt~oug..i1 they got an even bette::"' id:3v., 0:' ·";llO.t 

nre the g:'gnntic ::;>robleons t.'lat face the Q·overnrr.ent of' :;:8racl~ 

And the Question: it seems to me, is not 80 much to anQlys8 t~ese~ 

We can n Bsnta thcj.- C:A:!.st, we know they exist; and~ judging by 

past performances of the Government and the Agency, we huve e-u:ry 
assur ance that they kno''1 what they are talking about r/hen they 

say those sums a:'e needed. The thing, 1 t seems to rr.e, simmer'S 

down to the .question of h0\7 we are to secure these enormous 
which y ou ask of' us nt a time when our ca.mpaigns in t he United 

states are dwindling - not rising - to higher levels~ 

Now Dr, Goldman said that the Jewish people did not rise 

to the occasion in these last fei7 years. I am one crP those who 

do n ot f:'nd. fault \"li th t!1.e Jewish people lt I have watchod thei:' 
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r esponse to the various colIs that have been made upon them sinco 

the first World War, since 19l4. And I can say honestly that the 

great Joy/ish c=unity of AllIl rica, IlIld I think the same can be 

said of many other Jewish communities, never felled to respond to 

the call that rl<lS mado upon it when they understood fUlly what 

were the needs and wha.t wos the s erioum.snesB of the occasion. 

I do not think it is the fault 01' the Jews of the world that they 

hnve not rt!sponded as we shOUld have liked them to respond in 

these last few ye:lre. I do not think we need to distribute or 

assign the blame to anybody. But it seans to me that what the 

troubls is is that we, and whon I say we I mean Israsl as well as 

the Jews in other o ountri es, have failed, I mean the 1 saders who 

have taken upon themselves the l' esponeib1l1ty of securing funds, 

have failod to bring hOOXl to the conscience of the Jews in the 

last f ow years this great I,roblem that exists hsre to absorb 

thesEJ hWldrede of thousands of JewB who are pouring into the 

country. We have failed t o give them an understanding, we have 

f ailed to dramatise thiS, to make clear to them the picture that 
we BeG when we go through t he camps. We have f"ailed to arouse 
them to the enormity of this pl'oblelJl\yhich faces ths Govsrnment of 

Israel and the Agency in trying to settle - first to bring, and 

then to absorb-these hundreds of thousandBof Jews who come here 

destitute, pnml1ess, without ell. athes , without any of the necessi
ties of life, and who must be provided with employment and housing 

and everything essential to llEke life possible. 

Now I do not know why we failed to do it, but we did fail. 

Perhaps we did not have the magio word to do it. Ani the fact 

that \10 failed to raise these large sums that we expected in the 

last few years is not entirely the l' "ul t of the Jewish p cople. 
In the first place we did n ot make the s1tunti ':ln clear enough. 

At the sametime the local economic problems in the United States 

have cons't1tuted n faotor, and you can't overlook that - human 

na ture being whD. t it is. 
I think "e should discuss here what is this bold plan , this 

plan or grand s cherne which we must present to the Jews of the 

world; and '7 hat is the ne thod by which we can arouse thoir hearts 

and their imaginations s o that they will rcfP ond to the great 

need of the hour. I do not know what it is, but I think perhaps 

if we give time toward discussing this, not along ideological 

lines but al ~ng practical lines, perhaps it will help. Perhaps 

we in :~merica need as much the help of Israel in this r...::spect, 

as Israel needs the help of America. Porhaps Isracl has not given 
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• 
us thllt help in dralDlltising this problem in t he United States as 

we sh0uld havo expectedf rom Israel. I find no fault with Israel, 

and I know the IeSjlOllsibilitios they carry on their should ers. 

But when you had the war in Isrllel, and you culled upon the Jews 

of America to l' of!? and and they realised it ""s a life and death 

struggle, I don't think you can s By the Jews of i.morioa failed 

to respond. I think thc prime IHnister on more than aae occllsion. 

said if it Vlere not for the help tha.t come fran the Amc;roicD..'I'l Jews 

in that or!. tical hour, perhaps the war might not have bom wone' 

We came t hrcugh and 1'I'ised hundreds of billions of dollars. But ? 
then after the spectacula'r victories were over and the jO; over "Jt 1'W

the fact that ~e had won this war; aftor wo satisfied ourselves 
with t he valour and horoism of the young men and women in Israel 

who spilled their blood in defence of liberty and freedom, it 

soems to mo the JS\78 Bottled down and said to themselves, "Well: 
noVl , those mGn in Israel n re pretty capable , they w111 tD.k:e care 

of the situation, they w!ll take care of these hundretis of 

thousands, Bcmeho\07 they will take care at it,," It is our business 
to discuse how we can.disabuse tho Jews in 4-lmerico., and other 

countries, of this idea that Ibrael can take care of the problem 

itself, That fallacy which exists in tho mind of Amorican Jews 

and of Je\ls in other countli as must be ovcrcane o We must know 
how to arouse tho Je -,'/s to nn Wld.eretanding of the situation; 

and, it seems te mo, judging by past experience, that once we 

will succeed :'n ma!:j.ng that clear to the Jews in America and 

other Jewries, we w.tll get a muoh g renter 1~e6ponse than we think 

we will 30~:J 

So my fr!ends, I say let's as quickly as possible get dovm 

to ooncre";os., Let! s henr what are the proposals. Perhaps t hero 
will be counter-proposa:'s f'rom those he re who have had r esponsi

b1ll ty and e;;:pCl.~icnc o)o and the.."l 1 at's go to the cOMlderot1a.."l of 

the mo.~or task.; how o.!'e re to gl3t the money, Vlhat ll;re vie to do t o 
arouse tho people becauso when they are aroused and underst~d 

the histo:'y of our people showe they reepond adequa tely. 
, 

- 0 -

fol lowed by Mise Sillman. 
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The next sPGuk~r was Mr. hl0nr~a G0IJwat~rJ Chnir~n of th3 Joint 

Distribution CJ~ittdd . Hd soi d. ; 

IIIf I w~r>3 t o sp~(lk as on individ.ual, I would wh,)13haart~dly -.:ndorsc 

all that has boan said by wy fri ond . Spooking f or tho J oint Distributiun 

C'::>uwitt.3a, I would lik\3 t o s oy only that we appr.;lciato the v'Jry gr~ci ~"us 

r~ c0pti )n t hnt WJ r 3ceivcd 0n arriving h~ra t oday. ThJ Joi nt Distributi~n 

C0=ittae a s an or ga nisat i on, has f or !'l0ny yeers bven n partner in r:nn y 

of the ontcrpris~s in IsrOdl and D0rd recantly a vary direct portn3r and 

a vory i ;:port ant 'nc o Tho J oint Distribution COGGittoo is sensible of 

tho very Gr oa t ublicatiuns which have boan assUDod and which ha ve bdon 

so cl ze rly outlin~j by Ministar Koplan . I hOPJ that th3 wvrds of Dr. 

G.1l;lr:ann will not be t oken t oo lit orally - at l east not all of it. I 

hoOpa that t haro will a t l ea st bo a l1tt10 passion in the discussi on. 

I An sura that if no one als3 l ends any passion, Nahun will be sura t o 

l e nd S OL~e . Without that pa ssion th>3ra cannot be sone v<Jry c10ar ex pr assion 

;j f tho d0up cnll heortfl;) lt intar dst which all ·:o f us have in t ht3 probliJ!.l ~ 

If th.a Joint Distributi..:>n C·Jl.1....l.itt09 allows us, wa or e s oon t o ba: oskad 

t o j.:lin in thosa t asks and we shnll bring t o th3 C·jnf.aranca our very 

bast efforts. II 

Hd wa s f 'J1l0Wad by l,~. Julian V3notzky, Chairwon of the CaLj>oien 

Co~itt~e 0f the Unitad Jdwish bppaol, whc sa s peech was r ac or dad byT 'S 
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Tho noxt spaaker was Mr . JUli an V~natzky, Chairuan of the 

CllLpoign Col:..1Uittoc ,J f the Unitsd Jewish J;ppeol , whvs.J sPdech was 

raC 0r ddd by TS~ 

"Ban Guriun and Friends, 

The l ost speakdr said he was speaking not os en individual but f or 

the J oint Distribution C~na1ttee . Whilst I so Chairnon of the National 

CO.:lpo·~gn C.Jncitt"e " f the un, I want t o speak as on individual and oo1y 

bri~fly. With r dfcrjnca tv what the thrde ~r tour of th~ last spcok3rs 

have s aid, I ograe in part and disagree in port with ell of than. I wont 

t o soy that, like Judge Rothenberg, I think it is tiue t o Bot down to 

brass tacks . Now I do know s anathing about tho UJb , onj I know about the 

~en ond wanen hare ond the ~en ond won~n bock hnne who hOVd gi den so 

r:.uch of their tiue and n·,ney to the UJA . I see obsQlutaly no possibility 

of gatting this hUGe SULl "f ..:oney through the UJA aS it is at prasan~ 
~ ~ ~~~~~~
o~nstitutad . I believe a new pr oject of the UJA in the l~ericon cooou---nity is n~cassory, end if that is net pOSSible, we should discuss hoW 

-

• 
we can 30t the uoney which wa ddl:ltt '.is <' ur rasp"nsibility. The hour is 

l ata and I know that the bilorican delegates aro very tired, but I would 

just like t o laova with than these th,)ughts so that thay can ba thinking 

about then during their tour t~orrow: -

1. lIre VI;; "",arican Jews praparod t o .dolt our j oint r esponsibility 

with Israel in the thra3 year plan? 

2 . l ire we prepar ed t o put away our t raltlonal plans and braok nGW 

~aths in order to caat our share ~f this r esponsibility? 

3. Should \V3 £lake the UJA an instrUtJent by Which t o gat the huea 

sun that is n'3aded? If not, have we the courage t o face other inevitable 

alternatives? 

This was the finel speech'of the final session. The nesting was 

ad j ourned at 11 p. o. 
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_ of RIIRllI!.' ..DOPJD) bJ' 00IiIIIIU1J! 

of ..JII!RIc.II JEWISH '1.1lRRS 

Meet..LDg in the H:.>ly City of Jerusaleo, in too f'rae o.nd der~crat1e 

8tIIl ... of Israel, which has aa:ntted I1l:)re ihan 4.50,CVO hor:eless Jewr, in tle 

laat two years, and which has triumphed against all dcngers E'lld dif'ficul

tSaa in establishing its independence, we, the fifty C8tlbers o:f the delega

UoII ir'D Ute United States invited by Pri..ae Minister David Ben Gw~i.:>n and 

bJ Berl Looker, Chairoen jf the Exeoutive ':If the Jewish AEfmcy, b,tve baS] 

privileged to Qect .. 1 th tru Price Minister .'lod other members :If tM 

to oems ider "the eo::m~roio situation of Israel md a three-year progr"ao f~ 

the devalopoent ":If the oountry. 

After a o'.)qxrehenaive and frtUlk disoussioJl, we have nrriVtd at 

the following c:mclueioDs: 

1 . 'l'hat the people ;Jf Israel are dedloa:ted t:) keep the d:;,ors m. io 

opeD for 0.11 Ute hwuireds ':If thor.G&IJds of Jews 1"leeing froe perseo'l.i..tion l.m 

cisery; eIld "that 1hcy are rendy to cake every saarifioe t o preserve tl'B 

demcratlc way of life wh1dl is the moral essence ;)f their very existence 

aDd that Israel is striving for peaoe 80 that it !:lay give the full benefits 
• 

of a free 3l1d productive life to all its people. 

2. We have oorte to realize that the full magnitude afthc tasks of 

absorbing hundreds of 1housands -:If new iriI;dgrants in Isreelllnd con.solidnti~ 

ita economy on a sound ba sis is far beyond any conception T.'hich the Jews :)f 

.aaerica have a ::t far entertained, and calla for 8. new apprcech to "the &Oops of 

the oooperation between the Jews of the United States and tm peepl" of loro,.l, 

3. In 1:he lig:,.t of the treoendous aoh:i£ve.cents already r.nde in 

rehabilitating the lend and develOping industrial. a.ctivities, we ar'(!, confident 

that if the tools lll1d capital are cade avai.lAble Israel will not on:y beO:lCle 

.elf-supporting, but it will also serve as a dyno.o.ic and deoocratio foroo in 

tbe devel:JplDSnt of the ent ire Middle East. 

4.. Tb3 interest of AQerlcan Jews in the tuttre of Israel has buen 

..uifested by 0. high degree ot gererosity, and Ute fl:::791 of contrThuti.:lDS to 

the United Jenish Appeal has made possible the outstanding acoooplishI:lents 

1m D8SS iadgration and settlement. HOt'/ever, the St3te of Israel baa reE-.chod 

a 0ru01a1 po1nt of" developr:tent in v.hich contr:ibutioDs are not adeque .. te to 

8Mt l.>ng-range eoonomic needs, and the Jews ~ America oust recof9liz.e tb.:.t 

_ methods lIJ,lst be f;)uod to provide the far larger resouroos requil'ed 1D 

_ vital tr1UlSiUoo periold. 

Par aOOve tho .... ds ,f finano1ng this Imigration 10 11;. pro_ 

of O<IIpl8te abeorpUOII Jt .... ny of those ... , hn ... reacl>od lar ... l ill tI .. pan. 
.... JOt ..... . 8IId _ hUlldreda of thousllDds wi» are expeoted h 00"" J 1be 

-' ..... JOt..... ~ _ 1111 ...... t .UDber >f _ .. hJJ.J' .... oAI!t'* • 
.. __ ..... _ 11Ro 1be ecoDOll\Y of the ..-.,. x-1 .u1 
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,81,500,OOO,OOC for the next three years. The people :If Isra.el are ready 

to mke the utoost saorifice to asslUle tiE fullest Stare ':£ 1iri.s responsibility. 

But ,Sl , oc,o, 000, 000 'must O~!re troD the United States . Requireoonts ~f such 

scope cannot be pr!Nided in full thro~ voluntary contributions nl:me 1 ani 

consequently additional cmnnels lilust be found t o discharge this obligation .. 

Therefore \1iI8 believe 

a . That the United J.::wish .d.:ppeal. Dust be oontinued 'm all 

enlarged seale to elicit tho '1Ji.dest possible response . 

b . !hat sh:)uld tre GovertlLlent of Israel decide to float a public 

loan in 'the United States as 0. ~ns Jf obtain ing tunds for the fino.ncing of 

oonst:ru.ctive progro.DS, hOOric.:m Jewry w1ll extend its fullest support and we 

pledge ourselves t o render tlo .. :d.mUr.:l service in tile a.ttainoent of this objeotive . 

o . nero are .tnny opportlmities for private inves'b:i:ellt in Israel 

in produotive aJld profitable 'Pr ojects. To r ea.lize the potcntiols in the field 

of' private investment, core intensive efforts sho'Uld be l.D1dertcJcen both in 

t .. United States ~d Israel. 

Appreciating that this expl..)ratory c)nt'erenoe between iwrerican and 

larnel leaders will be produotive to the degree that all r£ J.\r.w;trican Jewry 

will share ill its conclusions, we of .Arerica urge the convening in the 

United States , a t the earliest possible date , of e. fully representative , 

national c:;mfer"nce :)f the Jews :;,f noerica, a t which too oonoluai:ms rea.ched 

bere may be presented f'.Jr the understanding and sanction of NJerioaJ'l Jewry, so 

that, nth full knowledge and determination, it cny g:> fOITlard in accocplishiDg 

the most oonstructive ent srprise in the hist.ny of our people. 
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CONFERENCE WITH AMERICAN JEWISH LEADERS 

OPENING SESSION 

Jerusalem, King David Hotel - September 3. 1950 

tsfyn 
The Conference Was opened at 3.25 p.m. 

~. Dgvid Ben Gurion, Frias Minister of Israel, nddressad the gathar-
1ng as follows: 

La die sand Cant 1euen, 
On behn1f of the Coverncent of Israel I wish to extend to ell of 

you our heartiest welcOQa . We know 'hot it was very dlfficul t for 
'-"lOJ ot: you to laave your hoUBII, your work, ,our office, and to oake 
this l ong journe,. We ore glad to 888 tllllt wllllt we cfj1'idently 
oxpected Ca!le to boo You responded to the oall. This/proof - if a 
pr oof is necassnry - ot: tha close partnership Which exists between 
Israal and all the Jawdes throughout the world. We shell have a 
free discuasion~nperhaps the biggest problec 1n our history and one 
of the biggest of our twe. We shell be 1101t,,d in twa, but there 
will be no lli.ll.t on the fraedOQ at ~l.~""~ryona of us will not only 
ba frae but is expected to axpress kiw views freely and frankly. 
Only froo a frank consultation will the truth eoerge. We hope thet 
this consultation will give results which w11l be at: 10st1ng benefit 
to our poople. Hero is Q personal greoting to all partioipants. Bdforo 
I give tha floor to the Chairasn of the Jewish Agency, I sboll ask 
the Foroign Minister .r. Sharett to read a ossssgo fran thn Prosident 
of Israel, Dr. Chaio Weizcann. 



2 OPENING SESSION. Septanber }.1950 

Previous speakar: Mr . ~vid Ben Gurion - Ncorded by T . S~ 

ts/ya 
~. M. Shardtt, Foreign Minister, read the following cessage froa thd 

Prdsident of Israel, Dr. Chain Waizuenn: 
"To Prine Ministar, David !len Gurian -
Ploase convey DY heartfelt grdetings to JarusaleD Conference of 

laaders of Acericen Jewish connunities . I deeply r.gret being unablo 
00 participate in the consultations to which I attach parallount 
ioportance and only convalescence fron 0 serious long illness prevents 

Dc frau attending. Of consolidation and defence / The young State of Isrool, in odd t,on to tne ovarwheltUng tasks 
has undortokenJ€FulY gigantio effort prov.ding hones during the naxt 
faw yaar.s for hundreds of thousonds ot Jews who connot stay where 
they ora , Hitherto the bulk of the responsibility ot coring for 
ujlrooted and inpoverished Jewish cClJI.lunitioa hos devolved upon 
h:lerioan ;rowry whioh has spent untold sw:.s on reliet Deosures , The 
esteblishnent of the stete ot Israel now offors an unpreoedented 
chonca of providing parnonont hones for the unsettled Jewrios of 
Europe and the Middle East, under oonditions at full equality nnong 
their own kith and kin. The situation pr3sents a unique ohallenge 
to A!:ericon ;rewish statesnonship end for,.".ght. The problen can bo 
solved only if Acericen Jewry, faithful to its noble t~~ditons of 
Jewish brotherhood, ossuaes a pradoninant share not udrely in finan
cing, but also in planning this vast effort of nlgration, rcsettlo
wont Bnd consolidation . 

Pl.,)QSO dxtend oy personGl graatlngs to I.l~nbars of tha Governr:.:)nt 

ond the Jawish .Ilgency Bnd to representatives of the Joint Distribution 

CV.lJlJittee, the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds, the 
United JoWish Appeal , the United Paldstine Appeal and the Zionist 
Organisation of l'narica as well as to individual tried friends who 
ere ottvnding this Confarunce. May your joint efforts result in 
workinB out an egreed plan for the greatest effort of constructive 
s"lf-halp in ;r dwish hi story. 
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THE sPlili!cll .o~ LOOKER 

CIlAIRlIAN I EXECUTIVE. JEWISH AGENCY I JERUSALEM 

1. I wholeheartedly join the Prime Minister's words of greetings 
to you. The fact that you have responded to our call is witness 
of tho deep and sincere interest you take in our labours and 
problems and gives hope that with united efforts they will be 
solvod for the good of our people. 

2. I will not burden you with facts and figures. Many of you 
know the country. its problems and worries. Some of you will 
tomorrow take a glimpse into oert~in aspects of our achievo
ments and difficulties and all of you will hear reports from 
friends more authorized ond experienoed than myself on what has 
been done and what is to be dono. 

3. We aro hore Jewish men and wamen of t~o vory different 
countries, different ways of life and different Jewish and gene
ral philosophies of life. Isreelis and Americans, Zionists and 
nan-Zionists, Orthodox, Conservatives, Liborals, bolievors in 

different social philosophies of society. But I know we ~re 
united in a number of fundamentals which nro sufficient for the 
urgent action which our generation is to perfonn. We are united 
in our love of Israel - in both meanings of this word - in our 
solidarity with our Jewish brethren in all countries - no mutter 
how we formulate the source of this solidarity - in our common 
Jewish responsibility for the fate and the welfaro of Jew. 
cvel7Whore and for sccuring the lifo and the eternal valuos of 
our people and on the othor hand we are united in our pride and 
vital int~rest in the security and hoalthy dovelopment of tho 
stato of Israel. 

4. Now, without going into the overall picture of the Jowish 
world position and prospects 1n years to come, thero 1s todny 

what I should call the core of the Jewish problem, it would 
porhaps be more appropriate to say of the Jewish tragedy at 
this very moment in our history. in the Arab and Moslem COW1-

tries from Tangier to Pakistan there are about three quarters 
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of Q million of ,Jews whoso position is a very precClrious one 

indeed. On the other h<lnd there Elre still hWldreds of thousonds 

of Jews in the countries of Eastern Europe, whose cultural und 
cthn~cal identity is threatened by their completo sec1~ion and 
separation froo the rest of the Jewish people. They have to go, 
most of them want to go", But before them stands tho eternal 

Jewish questi on: .,hithe,,? \'fe love in an age whsn countries 
generally :lrc ~lI')Aetl. to newcomers, and especially to Jewish new
comers, all of them almost without exception. I soy almost, 
because there is fortunately one excoption, the Stato of Israel. 

5. Israeles doors a~o open ~or any Jew from wherever he may 

come, or for whatever rcnao.;."!.s 30 MnJt want to aettlo here. Set

tling in Israel is not a favour which Israol doos to tho Jew who 
dosires to settle here, b~t the oxorciss of a fundamental right 
of every Jew, according to our conception of the function of tho 
state of Israel and according to tho law of the country. It is 
with great p"ido and not "ithout deep emotion that I quote to 
you the baRic sentence of the law promulgated by our Parliament, 
the Kneseet, on the 2nth of Tnmuz, tho day of the death of Theodor 
Hsrzl 4.6 years ago, which is not without a deep purposo callsd 
tho Law of the Returno The sentence rGnds: Every Jew has the 
right to i~igrate ~to the count~~, 

You can Beo from these simple words o~ the law, that the 
policy of keeping the doors open for Jewish immigration is 
inspired not only by the desire to eavo Jows who arc in need 
though this aspect certainly i8 also there - but first of all 
from the conviction that the lO!lgth of time elapsed since we 
lost our countrj.r by enemy a.ct1.an - to speo..k: in modern tenns - the 

Jewish people nevor has abdicated or lost its right to its coun
try and that this collective !' ight of ths wholo people applios 
to every indiviclunl JOfl - of course, if he is desirous to 
exercise it~ You will certainly agree with me that legielation 

of this k~d is unprecedented in tho history of nations. 

Israel nesds the Jews in not ISS8 n degree than ths Jews 
need Is:'ael. ffe are in need of more population in order to 
fill the ~pty spaces of our country , to devslop all its rs
eouroes, to strengthon our socurity. 
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6. But is it all feasible? Four problems had t o bo faced by the 
movement of Shivot Zion (Return to Zion) from its very inception. 
One: will the power in whose hands the country is, allow the 
Jews to come and settle and develop ultimately into full indepen
dence? This was Theodar Harzl' B main problem, which alas he did 

not live to see solved. This wo.s the main source of our tr'Juble 
with the Mandatory Government. But, now the p~oblem is solved; 
the country is not any more a Turkish provinco, or cven a British 
Mandatory territory, it is Israel, who not only practices a poli
cy of free ilmligration but - in cooperation .,ith the Jewish Agen
cy promotes and docs everything possible to encourage Jewish 
immigration on the largest possible scale. 

The second problem was: Is the land good for settloment? 
Can this little country, poor in natural resourcos, offer the ba
sis for a decent though modcst life for a peoplo of millions. 
The sceptics got into the habit of changing tho Biblical phrasc: 
"a land flowing with milk llnd honoyll into 110. land of sanda, 

swamps and rocks". Well, in docades of hard labour the Jewish 
pioneer, the Chalutz, has changod the very nature of the land, 
and almost all of our agricultural settlcments are on land which 
once was considerod uncultlvoble because it c~~8ieted of rocke, 
swamps and sands. To be sure, only a small proportion of the 
land has thus been changed, n1no tenths of it are still waiting 
for tho Jewish workor, tochnician and scientist to redccrm it; 
this is our great chance and challenge. 

The third qucstion was: Is the Jowish people, for so many 
generations ostranged from the land and indoed from real hard 
labour rlt to rurnlsh the mnnpower ror the ono~ous task or re
vitalleing a difficult land, neglected for eo many c~nturle6? 
Well, again, the Jewish Pioneer has answered this question in an 
unequivocal and unmistakable manner. Theodor Herzl's dream ~f 
"the day, when the Jerlish peasant will firmly hold the plow in 
his hand" hilS come true. It was the JeY/ish idcalism, Jewish 
Pioneerdom - chalutziuth - which has made vast stretches of de

relict land blossom again, which has created great and promising 
beginnings of modern industry, which has built Cities, roads, 
and bridges; which has led f oundation of scientific onueavour 
and made this c ountry a centre of economic, social and cultural 
progress in the Ncar and Middle East. And it is again with a 
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foe1ing of satisfaction and pride that I msntion the fact, that 
all this \1as done - this has always to be rememberod - in the 
teeth of strong resistance not ~ly of our neighbours, but olso 
of the power which then ruled the destinios of this land. It is 
not my purpose to outline here all tho history of modern J ewish 
colonisation and Eretz Israel from the days of tho Chovevei-Zian 
and Bi1u in the oighties of the nineteenth century over the 
second wovo of immigrotion - second A1iyoh - in the beg1naing 
of this century until the creation of tho State. So mueh how
evor I feel I may bo permitted to say. The Zionist Movement, 
through the instrumentality of tho Jewish Agency has in tho 
thres decodes of tho Mandate regime fulfilled the function of 
what Herz1 callod a State-Building Authority. Without State 
powcrs, without tho right of imposing t~es, it hns in loss 
than three deoades organisod the transplantation of about 

---

470,000 ~ws into Bretz Israel, has founded cities and villages, 
has created agriculture and industry, has revived tho Hebrew 
language, has organised the political struggle of the Jewish 
poop1e for its right to the homeland and takon care of the de
fenco of tho Yiehuv; in short, it has created tho phySical, social 
and political foundations f~r the creation of the State. 

Here I w, uld 1iko in a fow sentences to mention tho fourth 
problem, which confronted thc movement fr~ its inception - the 
financial problem. It i6 clear, that this 
undertnk1ng had demanded great rosourcos. 
private enterprise havo played thoir part, 
fio1d of induetria1 and urban development. 

great state building 
Private capital and 
especially in the 
In the init ial 

stages the generosity of Baron Eelmond Rothschild wos of great 
importance. But without pioneering national capital, coming 
through the Jowish National Fund and since 1920 through the 
Keren Hayessod, the whole undortaking of land purchase and 
reclamation , of opening up now derelict regions, of agriculturnl 
satt1ement, of croating a graat working population imbued with 

the ideal of notional redemption, would have been impossible. 
It is one of tho sources of pride of this movement, that in
sufficient and unsatisfactory as its endeavours on this field may 
have been, it has educated great numbers of our people in dif
ferent countries to mllko r egular financial contributions towards 
the upbul1ding of the country. 

.; , 
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7. I think, even before the creation of the State, it hos beon 
proved c anclueivcly that our a.im of "Kibbutz Galuyot U , of in
gathering the Exiles and moulding them int~ onc pe~p1e, living 
a decent, creative life on the rejuv~nated historic eoil of ~ur 

ancestors is feasible. Now that the stute 16 hore, the t~sk has 

become much easier and much morc difficult at tho same time. 
casicr, becauso all political obstaclcs, motivated by the policy 
of "Let us deal wisely with them, lest they multiply" hnve disap
peared. On the contrary, tho policy of the State of 18rnc~_ 18 
"Let them multiplyll. ThUB, in leBS than 28 months, since May 14, 

19qB, 460,000 Jews have entcred the country, as compared ~ith 
470,000 in almost 30 yoars or British rule. 

Needless to soy, all the d irriculties of acquiring land 
havo disappeared. Tho country is now for the riret time really 
open for mass colonisation on tho land. But the task has oleo 
become infini,cly more difficult because of tho 1mmense pressure 
of those masses of Jews who desiro to c~c and for whom time is 
of great essence. It will be no exaggeration to state, that if 

we would have sufficiont means for immigration, maintenance and 
economic abso rption - the number of monthly homccamacomers could 
easily bo doubled. And it should be remembered tbot almost all 
of those immigrants arrive pennieless. 

Thero is another aspect of this problem which must be faced 
squarely: tho growing preponderance of the Sephardic, or rather 
Asian ancl ll~rth African clements in our Aliyab. Let me say this 
at the outsot: we rejoct and abhor any idoa of these 1mmigrants 
being undesirable or of any discrimination against them. We see 
in them brethren returning after long centuries of exile and 
suffering and unrivaled attachment to our common heritage, to 
their own countr.y. But it is, on the other hand clear, that 

the differences in background, in historic expurience, in the 
stages of oconomic development and 0f civilisation of the coun

tries from which they came, create special problems of adapta

tion into the new life of freedom and reel equality and into the 
economic and Bociol conditions which they find in this country. 

Let me add immediately, that 0ur experience until now fortunate
ly shows, that given a .minimum of fev~urable conditions they 
have sh0un a high degree of adaptability to the life and needs 
of the country. Many thausanda of them are alreaUy engaged in 
agriculture, in afforestation, in building roads, in bord in-
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And so the fourth question, the question of financos appears 
again , with all its gravity. It is obvi ous that the immense 
financial burden connected with the r epatriati on of hundreds of 
thousands overy yoar cannot bo born by Israel alone. It is the 
duty of the wholo of the Jewish peoplo. And the Jewish peoplo, 
especially ,.merican Je\1ry hnve in fact rosponded to a high dc-
grea to the noeds of the hour. 

t o about sixty million pounds. 
In two yours the income runountcJ. 

But incompar ably higher amounts 
had to be spent for absorption, h'lusing .end land sottlement 
(travel expensos baing coverod mainly by tho J.D.C.). The 
result was manifold. On the one hand the State with its heavy 
burden of oxpenses tor tho n~rmal fUnctl~n1ng ~f ita s~rvices and 
for defence - wo aro not yet on c peace standard - had to take 
over additi0nally a very cnnsidcrable part of the financial 
responsibilities, which normally and according t o agreements 
ente red into , Tlore to be born by the Jowish peopl e thr'Jugh the 
Jowish Agency. Furthermoro: ovon this great assistance of tho 
Gove rnment didn't suffice to secure f or all tho immigrants who 
have entered the country ovon the most modest dwelling and many 
t ens of thous~nds arc still in camps, living in t ents , in tho 
heat of tho summer and will hnve t o continue living there in the 
ra iny period. And the most painful and calamitous result of 
this sh')X'tagc of' f'innncial moana is the fact, that tho flow of 

immigration cannot satisfy all the immigration needs of tho 
Je\"lish mosses and from many corners tho cry for quicker redemp
tion reachos us daily nnu we aro compelled to close our ears. 

And a fow words of' Warning. We dora not be c ompl acent. 
Time is working against us . We d~ntt know now long Roumania 
w111 keep tho doors open, we do know that Iraq's policy ot 
letting our people go is limited to onc yoar, of which onc half' 
hns g0nc already. Wo don't know Whnt i-s in store f or our 
people in othe r countries. In this period of world disturbance 
any change in the political climate may make Jews in somecoun
tries again the first victims of tho most cruel happenings. 
hnd - this t oo has t o bo considered - Israel also cannot wait. 
We o ro not yet a t poncG . We don ' t know, whether t:!.lld when our 
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enemios will choose to try again. we must be prepnred for all 
even tuol1 tios. 

ProviUonce watching over the fate of our people has after 
the grell teet diasaster which has befallen ue favoured ue "Hh 
tho s~oatGst chance and chnllengc of our post- exilic history. 

The fate ef Israel - beth of the State and of the people in 
and outside the state - is at stake. It is upon us to mect the 
challenge. to fulfill the unprecedonted task of ingathering 
the second million in a minimum of time. 

This is the purpose of this historic gathering. 



.\gricultural Settlement -
..>chernE. to nrovide tood for a population of h~L£.il1jons 

The Sch~ presented is based. upon bold planning and tho~ugh 
knowled~e of Israeli s\gricultural conditions . 

Yearly iJImigration of 2OO,()(X). 
25% settled on land. 

ASBurrin,'l the continuation of the present scale of i.nr'.i&ration -
2OO,C(X) per year - the scheme envisages the absorption .. r :::..5% of t.he newcomers 
into the developing agriculture of the country, the devE.lopner:t being 
based upon imens.ification through irrigation. 

Immediately availnble water resourcc~. 

Outstandin~ p..xport; , local and foreign, agree that lama: po9~cBseB 
sufficient wnter rCSQ11rc ", 5 available for the irr1ga.ti.oil of one million 
acres (4,()(X),CXX> dunams), while hardly on'3 tenth of th:rt a:""..!i. is at 
present irrlgnted. 

Blueprints prepared by engineers of interuatier..:;.'. r -put £' nre raaUy. 
The ex('!cution of the projects denends upon the availabil-' +.,{ 'Jf Ulpital , 
estimated to be in t'IC 8JllOW1t of IL . 1OO.0C(),CXX)($.2~ l , CViO . ..r...o), of .mich 
$.126,000,000 "ill b. reauired in hArd =enq. 

Ird pUon arm ot J,OOO,CXX> dun.~ 

TheSE" irriv"'l.tion projects, WEIll executed, will 3~ '" L"~ a too' tar supply", 
~ufficicnt to "r.i.gr..te 3D area of thl'ce millio'l\ dul...ans (7r' , j.J .:-..:::::-es) . 

The detailed !"!rlcultural plan for the ut1l1za"t.i~!1 of th"lt l l'C:l. , in 
addition to n million duna.ms of "-«ijoinin,g UDirrigr.tod ' .. .ad::-, a "'13 at. the 
5UPPl.V of agriculturel foodstufts, tor a balanced eli 'it, ~.f a popuJ~tion of 
two million. dlthough we must anticipate a shortage 0 f 50;.0 i!l b-l~t,.; ·.'J. and 
r.ttmt even then, this progrnrn enrieagea tlE provi.~or. 0... ~'4.l~ .. mc hum. TOO 
per cent nnd over of proteetd.vc foods including milk, Cl" ·s , vcgc·;,.a,b19s, 
fruits, even sugar and fats. 

The short<lJ~'c of br&d :lI1d :"'eat is considerable , b~--'+, ..... 1 no~:U. tir.lcs 
these eor.u:nodities are easily avt.ilable fror.l abroo.d i."1 L.XC; '=-!'P,~ for o ther 
agriculturol products, "Whilc in t11Iee of emerg .. mcy lle~ o::.,:.J.!d awn be 
substituted ty vegotnbles legumes and irults, th':} :i .:od· I;JOfl of w • .ich cou1>1 
be increased in nccordance with the requirements. 

Invnluable AS is "',he plan for tL!J target it SCt-5, ll."lJ1 . .)l..v: ~~~u~ 
tor 1\ oooulAtion ot two .n1JHon its nain value lies in t~ £'1' -lh:ot it 
provides for tho nbsl. :ntign of II quarter of the i.mri.a" ... t{' i1100 tt':s basic 
foundation or the econosy of the country, into f~l7":!n..z.. 

66, <XX) n~ rAnD un!. t;; 

Sixty si.."( thousand new fann units could be e~' l.bJi~ led on tL:: area. 
covpred by the Development Project in addition to the .~~t for~y thousand 
farm units exist~ today. These !nrmers with their f~l~ p.B, .togcthcr 
with the p~ple en~ged in providing services in th:.. rUT"a: cO/:-,,;' I1'" +ies 'Will 
form a l"'\1rn.J. population of half II oillion souls .)ut o ·~ a gcnc;,-nl population 
of tl'lO millions. This populntion structure is the oost c'.;~ rable to assure 
r healthy anti bn..lanced cconooy for Israel. 

A- in the case of the IrrignUon Project the ..::wcution or the .... ra 
Settlement Project depends upon the n;ni1abillty of c;·:pit.:l, c~titE.tod to 
be of the .'\I!IO..,nt of lL.l70,OOO,OOO ($.476,000,000). lLs for:1idable sum 
should not b l.! supplied nil n.t once, but distributfld duri!lb tho initial 
dcvclopn:ent period. Or this sum about $' . l60,OOO, t.00 is r cr-.'.li.rcd in lnrd 
currency_ 
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The ram plan envisages the rcp:lymont ot the capital invested 
''is well as a rea.sonable rnte of interest. Bo.sed. on intensive scientific 

agriculture and, pa.rticuL:u-~, on controlled irr1t;atitXl the plan protects 
the tiller of the soil. frott the baz:uod.s ot rain and. droU8ht. Given t.he 
investment required there 1.8 every chanco for II prof1ta.ble ret.urn to 1;be 
ramer and an ult.1t!Ate r eIXtyment of the initial capital investcent. 

Septenber Jrd, 1950 
Jerusru.em. 

• 

LEVI E9HKOL 
Hend of the J ew:\.sh AgeTICT 
Colonisation De~nt 





COLONISATION OZPARTl.I.NT 
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FOLLOIlING THE GOVERNloIEIIT'S DECLARATION 

OF ITS FUNDAMENTAL AIMS OF POLICY IN ~ARCH 1949, THE 

JOINT PLAIlUllG COMMITTljdl POI! AGRICULTURE AJII) SETTLEMENT 

CHARGED TBII IIII1Imr .. A8'RlCUL1'U 1'0 IIWI' UP AN 

AGRICULTUlW. IliWELOMBII'l' PLUI POll _ tIWIS 1950-1953. 

POLWlWlG !I!ER1!QIf IT ""Apom !BE JEWISH 

AllEliCY ilEPAII'IIIIIif' fJF .GRTGUL'IVIlALOOLSITB ...... NTO WORK 

OUT A t'RACTICAL l'RQGILiIIME OF MlRICIIIL'IIIIlAL SIHLEMEIIT, 

WHICH IS HEREiITIt SUBIilT'!'BP FO~ CONfIDERATION. 
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The plan here proposed ~ay be briefly s~rised as follows:-

1. ARrioultural Population 

TO the 16,000 farm units establishad sinca the fornation 
of the State of Israel e further 50,000 will be addad until . 
the end of 1954. lis a result, Israel's rural population (i.e. 
rar~ers as well ss subsidiary occupations) will constitute 
approxiustely 26 per cent of the entire Yishuv, which will 
than n~ber 2.000,000 souls. 

The breakdown is as fo110wa;-
Farilll (lnc1mUnS tlIose _bUshed 1'l'lor to 

1.'0%111810100 of the Slaite ot Israel) 
SUbsijary oooupation ~ vlllagss (~) 
Cltus pladatlOlls - 150,.000 dun .... 
fish traed!ng ponds - 40,000 dunams 

Total. 

the 
103,000 fa 

20,000 
10,000 

1.000 
134000 

no 

• 
• , 
n 

These 134,000 families (with an average of four souls) 
oonstitute about 26 per cent Of the total. population of 2,000,000. 

(The nbove figures ~e no proVision for afforestation and 
develo~nt work). 

2. Invest~ants 

~pl.~antation of the above plan requirea investments in 
the auount of about 11. 171 million, inoluding 11. 59 million 
in foreign currency. 

The above figure do not include the investment .requ.1red 
for regional and country-wide irrigation schemes which w~ 
Yount to some IL. 100 Llillion, inoluding IL. 45 Dillion 
tOl'lllgn currency 

3. 1004 Produotion 

Onee tully developed, the abo.,e t..- rill ,,1e14 the 
tollowing agrioUltural produots: -
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Commodity 

_
____ ~p~e~r~h~e~a~d~~~-: according to the Plan 

: : According : Requir~ : , 
;At present:to Plan :for20COOOO:Production:Product~· 
: (in Kg.) : (in kg.): souls : (in tonsl (in %) 

: (in tons): : • · · • 
Flour 

Pulses 

Eggs 

Milk 

: 120 
• • 
• • · • 
• • 

• • · • 
Vegetables & : 
Potatoes • · • • 

Fruit (not : 
incl. citrus) 

Meat 

Fish 

Sugar 

Oil 

Tobacco 

• • 

• • 
• , 
• 
• • 

· · 

3.6 

264 

72 

120 

21 

11 

15 

1S 
14 

1 

• • 
• • 
: 120 
• · 
· • 
• • 

· · 

• • 
• • 
• • 
• • 
• · · • 
• • • 
• • · • 
• · 

15 

3~5 

)00 

150 

90 

24 

15 

:30 

24 

I 

• · · · • · 
: 240,000 : 126,000 52 
• · • • 

· · 

)0,000 

730,000 

• • 
• • · · 

47,000 

: 730,000 

• · : 156(x 
• · : 100 
· • 

600,000 : 600,000 : 100 
• · • · 
• • 
: 

,00,000 

: l.8O,OOO 

44.000 
: 

)0,000 

60,000 

1.8,000 

2,000 

· • 

• · • • 
: 3210,000 : 16i(xx 
• • 
: 

• • 
• • 

: .-,000 : 145(xx 

41 
: • · I 20,000 

· · 25,000 : 8) 
• · 60,000 : 100 

46,000 : 100 
: 

2,000 : 100 
e ...... =I:I==~., ... ·a ____ ·===·"S· ... -='=--==.,,=-_ .. _.= ... _a •• m •• .,. ..... _== ... ==='""'==,_ 
x) Surplus for feeding of livestock 
xx) Surplus for export • 

The above table shows tbat with the exception of flc~r 
(52~), meat (41~) and fish(S3~) the total food reqUirements 
of the population will be supp~ and there will even be a 
surplus of certain commodities. 

4. In times of emergency Israel's agriculture can:. 

: 

• 

thuB hold its own and feed the Yishuv .itbou' rsoolU"s. t~ Nlt!'" 

sources of s1!p1)ly (ex~ept for flour, for which supplement~::-:7 
supplies are required), provided that the necessary fuel is aV311~ 
ble. 

,. The present DIan has been laid down in general 
outline only. It does not exhaust all possibillities in the 
field of agric'lltur!ll dr·lo1.opment, notably fibre crops., l:eat 
production, deep sen r:shing, and products tor exports. 
Further study of these p~s~ibili~ies may well lead to an 

enlargement of the present r1cn. 



1. FIlIiI. Production 
G 

To achieve a Qaximwn production of food a population of 
2 ,000,000 souls in the shortest possible period with fUll 
independence of outside sources of supply in times of 6Llergency, 
tha one p£aoticaJ. way appears to be that of large-scale irrigate 
far.wing. 'fhe BiLL ~ould not be attained with dry ta l'IJing , even if 

the whole area of Israel viera to be brought under cUltivation 
with the ~ost ur-to-d~te uethods . 

Irri6atlcn will thar.fore.heve to be usad not only for 
veg_able growing, fruit plantations and for the production 
of feeding stuffs, but also for the OUltlV\\lon of oil seeds 
and variouE indU~t~j8l crops. Until tbat eLm/.reached,of course, 
every dffort shoUl ba made to oUltivate all available areas 
by dry far£ling. 

2. Forei6n Currency 

DIU' sGxicultu!'.:. ~/ill have to be developed in such a way 

as not to be ua~uly dependent on the supply of foreign currenoy. 
It u.ust ba our ah:. ~'J £"'_t'ike a happy aedium. batwaan an Intensi "'"'a 

Bbriculture exploitinL +he natural oonditions of tha country 
and producing ~.-ainly :'C'!!' tha world u.arket. and between an 

agriculture S~i4£ e~ -weximua indapandenca in food iwports 

evan in tLw~s or ~a8C~. 
Evan a.:'tar :..':"e i....n~lelnentation d the present plan we sha" , 

still require ca,,"ain additional wports. Since however this pJ.a 
provides for a " ·'asurB of experts it is hoped that this will 
balance the necussa~y inports. 

3. Ocoupationel_£.'J..l'.l:c,t':l f" _ o!'_t.he J'h.~huv 

Our n.ation J:l.ust t.;'} bui~t on firm. soola1 foundations. 

"lth tbis and in vis~. 5.t is necessary to aic. at an agricultural 

seotor of at lea~t 25 1 er 06n1;. This lolSens that of a population 
o~ 2,000,000 SCU~3 ap;ro~~~ly 500,000 souls ~ust live in 

villages. !n clch r .",oris, thaN must be about 125,000 tBll1J.llpQ 
engaged in aerlCl'~ '- _1"€~ This is a cost vital aim frOJ:il every 

point of v! gw. 
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4 . ~!e1;hods of Implementation 

In view of the fact that the plan here proposed 
is based ~ninly on the development of irrigated farming 
the first consider~tion oust relate to the technical 
possibilities soverning the supply of adequate water resources 
in the proper regions~ Account must ~o~eover be taken of the 
general development plans for the country as a whole, and for 
the need of dispersing the population notably in accordance with 
security requirements . 

The following table indicat.es t.he timing of the 

entire plan :-

;110. of Ye.J.r of Establishment. of New. Units 
Type of Farm ;n~ ;".LU:57H : 5112 :s713 : 5714 

.U~ts. .19~0 '1951 '. : Total 

. :- --:--'l.red: ~ • 
. • 

l),)~ iry f~rm :16000 : 5000 iJl'(JO : 3000 : 3000 : 2000 :16000 
2-)Citrus farm : 5000 : 1000 :1000 :1000 :1000 :1000 . 5000 . 
3)Intensive farm : 1500 : )00 : )00 : - 300 : 300 : 300 : 1500 
4)Farm for Industn"~ : 1$500 :2000 : 2000 :3000 13000 :5500 :15500 
5 )Grain Jarm oroPs:140oo 700 :3700 : 3200 :3200 : 3200 : 14000 
6)Frui t Plantation : 4000 : ,.1000 , 1000 :1000 :1000 :4000 

farm (in plains) 

7)H1l1 farm : 10000 : 2000 : 2000 :2000 :2000 : 2000 :10000 
. . . . . . 

Tot a 1 :11000:13000 :13500:13500 :~00 : 66000 . . . . . . 
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ELEi...",'TS OF THE PI...!'< 

The ~in 31.~nts of ths plan ere sat out below. 
1. LIM 

;.t the present sta!;e of pl anninG it is not considered 
i~portant to dotarwine exactl y all the ares ~ t hat May ba taken 
into acoount for irrigated farwing. Only those areas hava been 
inoluded in oux calculations which ar e quite certainly suit.b~3 

for irri~otion. ~awination ot everl ragion of the country by 
tnis critarion &iva. the following ploturet-

•. rao suitable tor 
• 

Cultivable land in 

irriLPtion out.ida the Hegav 
• 14 the lIiegev 

hill regions 
, 

2 , 571,000 
729,000 
624 ,000 

C. tLiBiIlS 

TOtel ;,924 ,000 Gunaos 

It should ba clearly under stood that the above figuxes do 
not represent the antire cultivable araa of Isreel . The land 
not inoluded in the presant calculation is cepable of devalop!le;,t 
at a latsr stabe . 

2. watar 

Only such water raso.ureas have baen takan into account 
in the present plan es will be availabl e , eccording to expert 
opinion , in the ~ediet. future (See Appendix 5. ) . Their tot.: 
supply is ast~ated at 1 , 850,000 ,000 c~bic astra per year. 
or that total, 200,000,000 oubic aetra is reckoned to be 
required for drinking and industrial purposas,90 , OuO,000 cub:c 
wstre tor privata citrus plantations,and the rewsindar for 
agrioulture proper to be shared by the various regions ot t~ 
country in accordance with their neede. 
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). Types 0: Farms 

Until now irrigated farm in this country have 

concentruted on u rew types of agricultural products, vi;. 

ve~etables, fr'.1it, end fodder for dairy livestock. The fact 

ls, however, ';.hat the lar..-d and water reserves at out dlsp05~1 

are far in excess of the Yishuv's full needs in these branches . 

For this renson the soope of the presebt plan has been widened 

to include the CUlt~_vn.,;ion of 011 seeds, sugar beet and cane, 

and further dereals for human as well as animal consumption. 

In order td bring about the most suitable conditions 

for the cultiv·,tion of ·!lose crops it 1s necessary to integrate 
into 

them I the ~~ 'era! fem ~lnns from the aspects of crop rotation, 
fertilizin~ methode, ~'c , and to determine different types of 

forming in acr.ordance with the various fDi1 and climatic conditions 

in the different ce;ions of the country. 

In ,~e prasa~t plan ~very farm type is, fundamentally, 

thot of mixed !'cr"~ng . The differences 11e in the emphasis given 

to the various cash crops such as milk production, fruit growing 

and the like, in accordance with which the other agricultural 

branches fulf!~l only subsidiary ~\mctions - a fact th~t has 

its bearing on crop rotation, the distribution of labour, and 

many other aspects. 

The followin~ table lists the various types elaborated: 

together with ~h::! ,-:":;r re' "',red per fal"I'!l unit:-

1- Dai~y !'arI!l )0 dunAm~ 
2. Int,!n3 iva farm 13 " d.n the vicinity 
). Citrus farm 25 n v. towns) 
4. Far!!! for tnrlllstrial crops 35 " 5. Orain Lr" 63 n (transitional·type) 
6. Fruit plantation forn 22 " 7. f:1D farn )3 " 



,~ .• oct" of ..eV<lopDcnt 

----------~---------~ 

1. £vclopncnt of tl (,; urr.s. 

In tJll..:Ul;'n(# t c. t8!:.;~,,:o of dev~lQPn::':.rt-i; ' tht.. i,.'Tf.. ... :..'tcat )o:1::...i ble 

aveed h., bl:Hhl c\)ntw:t ... :l. tev on + ... to; ·oaij:1. .. of IlPch e:"icri~nc e 

.~U h ..... been ,.:.dul;d b~· t~.e ....;cp-u·tcent in i '!.a p cd.. o rk ; 

.v ... "':ry t,.pc 01.',', :;'r,J n t of tL.;arUC t itc o-,m ryt;m. of dovolopo6i1t. 

~ht:ra n:.. tur,:11. r;.rc ( ... nur.i.bcr of tWl'- aJ!!:'j'ltcl .. .l.ctora bcyOtld 

OUI ·c .. atrol ulch ul ti ~to1.. d.ot,.r:-,inc tt..-(: development 

po~!:>1bili iioa 0_' J(!C o£ t. cabo 7 :J.:!ycn to.; • ..;09 or ft:rr . 

~hC::.H! obj~ctiv~ t cLora tU4.-etil .... r ith Ollr pr.:.:;t c.,.:'.crience 

<.leter· .ine :"j,c volu.' e ~'1f i_vestr.cnts rc c.1red e ,ef yet' :::..8 

';ell .H: "l.l_~ utput obtu.inable, 

2. lIU.::. b~r oj' .Gor~;;: c 

to e~t.bli oll 

6G , OOC furm. unit;" !..I1'til i;:':"e ClIC. oi the 1 954 . The cC"lf,o sitic-tl 

JO~'iWl .. l :.. .... ct;.; .... !J.rcvic.n.~l.:. estt£oli ... ::.cd 
1 ri vE;.!e .:;ctor 
-4.&.',- b sdctor 

18 , 000 
5 , 000 

14 , 000 

ur.i t 
" 

];e •• ' Jc.:l.J:h li ....... '.:~J{iuc.!.L~,1iTl~~ teo. ~ :":¥i.Ulr.;.;d 
siJlcC 1.~e c ..... ct 0': t~·~c YO::Lr 5709) ....>;<6,.6...,.0",0",0,,-_" 

.,;:... .,.1 t~'-L 
i .h ~~H~SC ..:n~c;.t '~.:.. inl~;.?rviBi!'ti _.!i.~ 

========::==:;:: 

r\c..··.l poplLl:.,~ic:t ill rQael 1.''''!:-' .. :iSI C 01" 134 , 000 : .... oilics t 

or t.. ~)ro.'\it:,i;..tt.:;l~ 5Z0~OOO sauls . 

3 . ..1.Ii. tri .JU ~ion -of ".1'.'.' .,~c_corJiJ1lt t o .sr,iol1G .• 

In uccorul.l1ce J.. ttl i.n: '~L .:erc:ll.t .iktu.ral co (i tlO:l~ in \".,C 

variou.a r\;:.,.i . ..,;,)f t..J.t. c(jl.~.llt..;.·: , itil -:"hc I:V~ ilabllit;r 

or WlC J. .... 1 V,J, tel.! ur~::.. ,i tb 
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C O.i1 ~i ""l.!r tlO!lti. of !.i(.;O {.r ..i t:, f,.",;. • ..:. ... bO'l e al~ :i t :·. L'ri t i on 

Bchc.~C Q ~d ·~ ter su "1/ (det:-ilu of .... :l.ich "';111 be :... iv en 

,1 . ..io. t cr cons .u_pt l on 

~ilt; tollo -.. in.... ;;.. ole SU:-:11:.rilt:ctJ \.'tl tCd-r cor:.sum~tion in 

t t: c v;.;. riouu r C, ... i ofW of t h e countr~' tlft c r i. ... :ple i'cntation of 

.:;,) . 
, _. 
) . 
5. 

u . 

". 'J. 
11. 
1 -:. • 
1) • 
1~. 
1~. 
lu. 
17. 
19. 

~O. 
ll. 
~~. 

£L cuion :iotul t.:.tc r . . u.:""ocr or 
Qo~s~pt1on !a~ 

__ ---'in:::..."'1oo~, !L£/L...!ln:.i.,::ts=-_ 
Iru1e 
.: i110a~ci r ,'alloy 
~u t Br.(1. uulilcc -

."eb~Wl 

65000 2580 
9757 635 

69655 5455 

J o r ul:1 'h' _ley ~5r.le 1£1}t: 
\'<:'Vl . cl -, ,,lle,' ,,69 j5 1135 
1o ar Cw.il ,," 55560 2260 
·C-lh J Jc zruc l 165575 1:475 
'J; c, el Coru- t 2556< 2050 
Bui . "" 101OjO 4405 
~ortn crn .,n. ;, ri c 48900 S500 
~,J ;l..!r v' :l..ll e ... - .. Hhoon 69250 4750 
S:.t-ron 10~000 1200 
} .;.,utiU Jis t rict 41070 2£94 
Tc 1-,Niv !ihtriet 43437 3625 
te:tll cJubrin - #.uL ~ln -

.:-Ocruht.: bl :J97~2 4720 
. c;,o1lOtll - . w. Lt j a 167917' 9655 
,,,luj ,,, - 30er ,heb" .. "ad HG.!50 3750 
:c~ev ~3~6~3~5~5£5 ____ ~1~3490 

1560573 82657 

5. 11lveotl..l~nta 

li.Ten. 
w ',der 
Cul. t i v a ti on 

1~7.000 
15.000 

In.OOO 

55.oe o 
44.000 

124.000 
31:6 . 000 

60 . COO 
136.000 
102.000 
148 . 000 
217.000 

1'7.000 
90 . 000 

240 . 000 
566,000 
191.000 
729.000 

5 . 300.000 

To curry out the prc~ent pl Ul 'invcstroents arc required 

lor the f<.tl1 develo pL1ent of the 16,000 farm uni to founded since 

t oe establiDh..:~cnt of tile uta t e of I er .1.el 0.0 ·:. ell ea for the 

BottinL U\I of tile turt" or 50 , 000 units planned until the end of 

1J54. ,:ven after that yeur additionu1 investrnents '.-.ill be needed 

for the f inal devclop',lont und con"olidlltion of all furLlS and for 

tho oo.rr.pletlon o i" ree ional and country-wide irriga.tion schemes. 



Jetailed fieur ... are Biven in the fo11ollin" table (1n IL . l,OOO);-

, , There of in POrei~ CUrrency 
Year Building .. Irrioation l Total ,Ru.ildings Ilrrigat on: To ta:: 

and ;Schemes : and : Schemes 
~gu1:eJJent : : .6gui;Ement l 

1950 , 13 . <92! , 40454 l 
. . 

1951 21 . 670 20 . 000 54 . 962 . 7 . 447 · 9 . 000 20.901 I : • • , 
1952 , 29 . ~51 10 . 000 39.251 , 9.727 4 . 500 , 14 . 227 

1953 32 . 236 10.000 42.236 , 11. 230 , 4.500 ,15 . 730 
1954 }6 . 495 10.000 46.495 :12 . 774 4 . 500 ,17 . 274 
1955 , 20 . 040 10 . 000 30 . 040 : 6 . 891 : 4 . 500 :11. 391 
1956 I 12 . 051 , 8.000 I 20 . 051 , 4 . 136 I 3 . 600 7 . 736 
1957 , 5 . 645 , 8.000 s: 13 . 645. 1 . 881 • 3 . 600 , 5 . 481 
1958 • 1.996 • 8 . 000 • ' 9.996 , - . 618 • 3 . 600 4 . 2:'S 

1959 I • 8.000 • 8.000: I 3 . 600 , 3. 6C(' • 
1960 I 8.000 • B.Ooo , ! 3 . 600 3 . 60,_ . 
TOTAL ,171 . 675 I 100 . 000 ,271 . 675,59 . 158 I 45 . 000 ,l04 . 15r 
========---===========;:==~:=----===== =-c=========--======~~ 

The above total makes no provioion for land developmen 7 

in hill regions . ," uch, accordin,; to calculations by the J . !:.F •. 

requ.ires an outlay of I L.6 , OOO,OOO (for 200 , 000 dunaua per 

IL. 30 a dunaJ!!). 

There is go od ret1son to a S Ollrl.Q t bl4t the settlers them

selves will contribute ceane o:f their own ,to the above investIJents , 

at a rate of 10 - 15 por cent of tne total involved . 

In addition to the above, a further IL . 7,500 , OOO will 

be invested privately in 50,000 dunam .. of nerl citrus plantations. 



- 10 -

, 
.. 

are 

Investment needs for each of 

-iven in An.p",,_4i y 1n-. ~- -" -- -- S-7.nSl d e 

the rarm types, per years, 

~arized in the follGWin~ 
table (in L1 . 1,000): _ 

T II P e of Far m 

1. Dairy Farm 16 . 000 2. 800 44.800 1.005 16 . 080 

2 . Citrus Farm 5 . 000 2 . 500 12.500 a7l 4 . 355 

3. Intensive Farm 1.500 1.800 2 . 700 563 845 

4. F~rm for industrial crops15. 500 2.650 41.075 1.005 1J.S77 
5. Fruit Plantation Farm 

in plains) 4 . 000 2. 500 10.000 an 3 . 484 

6 . Grain Fanns 14. 000 2.400 3).600 972 13.606 

7. Hill Farm 10 . 000 2.Zoo 2Z · 0oo :/21 :/.210 

t 0 t a 166.000 111.675 59 .159 

The import of materials provided for under the present 

n1an ar.1ount to less than 50 per cent of what is today usual in 

th~s country . The requirements of foreign currency therefore 

come to only ab.)ut one third of the total investments . The 

apecific reasons for th~s are: -

(a) Only such fan'! types have been included in the plan as caL 

for a Minimum of imports , 

(b) In calculatin~ the req ~1iremerl't.s of irrigation schanes 

account has been taken of a number of improvements 

and alterations recently proposed by the experts of 

the Department . For t'le iITigation of field crops 

light Movable pipes have been pro vided for. 



ll . 

(cJ Only about 15 per cent of the required seeds will be 

ioported . The renainder ~dll have to be produced locally, measures 

for which crust be taken forthwith . 

(dJ reports of cattle will be li~ited to one cow or calf per 

family; the same applying to draught an~als . The balance will 

have to be reared in the country . 

6. Ap,ricultural Production 

The following table shows agricultural output after the ~

plernentation.of the plan. coapared with the corresponding figures 

for the year 1949: 

COr.l!'10ditI ~ ~ Final Stage 
1. Ve<;etables and potatoes 1000 tons 106 324 
2. Citrus frui~ 1000 cases 3400 28000 
3. Various fruits 1000 tons 26 . 5 262 
4. ~'/heat and pulses 1000 • 24 174 
5. Eggs /Till ion 242 787 
6. I'ille 1111110n litr es .84 600 
7. !leat 1000 tons 7. 5 21 
8. Fish 1000 " ) . 5 25 
9. Oil 1000 " 1 . 6 46 

10. Sugar 1000 " 60 
11. Tobacco 1000 " 0. 6 2 
12. Honey 1000 n 0. 5 

Appendix ) shows agricultural production after the implementa

tion of the plan, in accordance with ~he various farm types . 

Appendix 2 shows agricultural production after the impler.ent~-. 
tion of the plan, by regions. 
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7, Income of Faros 

The average not income per farm unit will amount to 1L. 700 

per year calculated on the basis of present prices. This will 

guarantee a reasonable stan1ard of living for each of the seve', 

faro types contemplated . 

Details oay be see~ from the following table: 

Production Net income Net Inco,.;. 
costs, local per unit per unit 
rates, on basis accordir!:;: 

Totlll 'Income 
depreciation otrrc;esent to 

Type of Farm and debt ot cial cheaper 
service prices prices 

IL. IL. IL. IL. 

1 . Dairy Farm 1.580.- [137. - 743 .- 470.-

2.Citrus Farm l.C~ . - 548.- 510.- 528.-

3.IntensivG Farm 926.- 419.- 513.- 520.-

4. Farm for in-
dustrial crop~ 1.525. - 704.- 821. - 539.-

51Grllin Farm 1.709,- 770.- 939 .- 513 .-

6. Fruit planta-
tions Fare 
(in plain.) 1.402 . - 570.- 832. - 509.-

7. Hill Farm 1.281. - 576.- 705. - 46?-
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:l DP;' ~ 'J P~ =~ O ? ' ~~K n'J l j~ n~l~nn nK 

: nln' on n~Jn ~ C? n~ .?r nn n·o'?~'.n . 1 

:11m 0 1nn ,~l~' Dn ~ ' P~ " D " ~ J P~c ,","n' 16 . 000-; ~ O 'l 

:1'lln 1::l C :'! KS1n:l .n, ~" n pOC lI".n' 50 . 000-:1 ,r't o;:tJ'li'l ,Mol t" ,,. 

":":'1 "'?:1112 D ' Onn~n :'l 0"'0 , O ' p~D ';Pl) n' . ?pnn :'1' 0 1", 1 :1 

:'I' 0 17:111M O 26%-:1 (~':I' :'I:lK70 '?Yl , O '.~':lO :1'1:1 ,'K7pnn 

. ~Cl t"7' ~ ! nl ~n ~ ,~';7' n 

n l' p·~ '"",", 103.000 (nl~'Qn a 1p " o.'pn n. ~~,~ ) ~ ' K 7 pn u 'P ~-

II "20. 000 D" O':' ~'t"7'Sp~ ="l" 2~ 

n 

n 

• 
n • 40 . 000 

,:'I' 017',X" ~?j ~ 26~' n"nD - n" p~D n,""' 134 . 000 

. (r p, pn 1I'D:I:'I' " 7 ' n",), o 't??'~ Ol'X ) 

:'lT D, ,,"2 "; 1"7D 171-?~ ' 77:1 c " Cl ,',1 ~ , l' o- ~ 

." , 2 0D2 "; 5 9.000 . 000-2 

'77007 nl D",n n" p711:t nx 0'7'" ~ l'. ;'1:1 ~ ' D ':l O n 

.'; l OO . OOO . COO-? 1'Yl ,,'1' n' ~l ,~x , C "I~. ~' ~'~"J'I~ nlp~ nn 

." ,~on4 .'~ 45. 000 .00G-~ ~J n ' 

np~o~~ O'PUDl 'I~pnn ',S"n ~'l' ,n'm' o ~ cnln a ~l"l 

:Iap;" .;)D) In',, , 0'.; n"snn 



"s'~n 2-, l,ul n,'~nn 
1'0:1 Ug l T"?D 

2 -

n~l~n~ nHnnl lrpl D '~~ 

l"Pl ",nDil 

52Y; 126 ... 000 240.000 120 120 r: 'n np 
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