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1. 

It is as a result of one of those treats of literary co

incidence, so rare in thiSd~ of specialized education, that 

I am moved to record the following imp'ressions on "Wuthering 

Heights" rather than to present, for i .nstance, a discussion 

of the supernatural, or some such more' formal paper. I have 

been reading "The Scarlet Letter" and'he Bronte novel practic

ally simultaneously, and it has~een pe,rfectly thrilling to 

see the character-expositions of Roger' Chillingworth and Heath

cliff appear side by side. Although there are, no dO)l,bt, many 

good and scholarly explanations of this coincidence, such as 

the fact that the two authors were wr1.ting in pract1cally the 

same per~od, under similar influences, etc., still the intellect

ual pleasure subsumes the more rationa~ considerations; and I 

am not so much concerned With how it h~ppened, as With the fact 

that 1t did happen. 

The old physician in Hawthorne's tale is'shown to us as 

representat1ve of that unhappy type ot' person in this world who, 

by isolating or estranging himself from his fellow men, dies a 

spiritual death arter living a negativ'e life. Chillingworth was 

mot1vated solely by his desire for rev'enge on the person who, 

his warped mind told him, had inflicted a great injury on him. 

The faithless Wife was already sentenced to the eternal burden 

of a physical reminder of her sin, but somewhere in the comm

unity her accomplice was at large, so to speak, and revenge 

would not be complete until he too should as.ume his guilt and 

pay his sentence. The search for this man, and the torture of 

him, once i:~, pervaded the old marl's mind so deeply and 
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SUb~y, that, perhaps without his realizing it, he became a mone

~iac, and daily grew away from the more normal pursuits of 

man. Although he served the community as a physician, and should 

have been sympathetic and responsive to its thougts and deeds, 

his mind was more often far from what his hands and skill were 

practicing, was more often lingering on the Rev. Arthur Dimmes

dale. 

While gathering herbs in the woods, on one particular oc

casion, he was accoe,ted by Hester, who wished to beg him to de

sist from his evil mental cruelty to the priest, and who opened 

the conversation by saying that she wished to talk of ·yonder 

miserable man" . Chillingworth's reply showed that even while he 

was engaged in the scienti'ic pursuit of herb-gathering, still 

his ~ wandered to the ever-present subject, for he answered 

immediately: "Not to hide the truth, Mistress Hester, my thoughts 

happen just now to be busy with the gentleman". In the end he 

was "cheated", deprived of hie pleasure, for the min1stl!%' con

fessed his share in the affair on a public platform as he was 

dy~, and since Roger's sole reason for living disappeared he, 

too, withered rapidly and followed Arthur to the grave within 

the year. 

Heathcliff, that moody person isolated so early in lif' from 

a normal association with other men, set apart by his queer speech, 

dark color. and lack of Christian name, suspected of being a 

Moor or Spaniard, is developed in fundamentally the same manner 

as Chillingworth. Had he never fallen in love with Catherine 

Earnshaw all would have been well, but when the only person who 

meant ~thing to him left his sphere and married another man, 
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he was deeply hury he was 50 affected as to become more un

balanced and even less a normal person. It ~s my co~ction that 

Heathcliff, too, was a monomaniac, and although perhaps not in 

such 8IJ.~ obvious manner, his unconscious drive was similar. 

He grieved at first, he haDi •• d the garden of Thrushcross 

Grange - we know not how many n1ghts he may have stood under the 

window of his beloved, searching for one glimpse of her to re

ward his eight /m1le walk and long v1gil. We do know that when 

she d1ed he frequented her !rave; it is even hinted that he dug 

it up to take some morbid pleasure 1n rummaging among her remains. 

At any rate, by some subtle, unaccountable qu1rk of the m1nd, 

Heathcliff's grief came to be transformed 1nto a desire for re

venge against the man who had taken his beloved. 

He had never gotten along well with Edgar Linton - *here was 

a spiritual and 1ntellectual as well as a marked physical dif

ference between them. and they ha~ad several altercations. 

Heathcliff was a man of deep paSSion, and it is entirely conceiv

able how he could have come to place the ~lame, as it were, for 

his unhappiness on the slight shoulders of Linton. The psychology 

here is perfectly obvious - it is simply a transfer of st1muli 

w1th the response rema1ning constant. 

The next step in his reason1ng, and this is, perhaps, an 

over-simplification, for he probably d1d not figure this whole 

thing out st" by step, but rather proceeded inst1nctively 

the next step, at any rate, was to plan his revenge, and he brood-

ed during the years a strong but lonely figure, who could 

count 110 man as his true friend, but who hovered as an evil 

gen1us overbthe happ1ness of the Granse where little Cather1ne, 
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the daughter or Edgar and the other Catherine, was growing into 

young womanhood. 

ContinUing with the hypothesis that HeathclUr was a p~ 

~iosl4,Ily complex person, we tan attribute one or the two main 

factors which determined the course of his revenge to this char

acteristic. He wished to effect a marriage between his son and 

the young Catherine. Perhaps it was the principle of empathy,

more popularly known as reflected glory, which prompted him 

he may well have felt that he would be in some measure vindicated 

could he see his son married to the 6aughter of the woman he 

never had. Again, he may have ruminated on the queer combination . 
of names which would result. I am not sure whether any commentator 

of the Hrontes has ever given them credit ror such perfection of 

detail, but I feel that this matter of the names was perpetrated 

deliberately. Catherine Linton was to marry Linton Heathcliff, 

and thus become Catherine Heathcliff, which would have been the 
o.Jr .... u, -I.ll ...... 

name of the first Catherine could fie have married her. I do not 

think I am forcing the question to introduce this bit of evid-

ence as be~ a valid force on the mind of Heathcliff. 

The second factor, hinted at numerically above, is of a 

crassea sort, not on the high plane of pure Revenge which we have 

assumed thus far. If he could succeed in this marriage, both the 

Grange and Wuthering Heights would be joined in the possession 

of his son, which meant in the possession of Heathcliff, since 

Linton was a weakling, completely under the domination of his 

father. By this stroke, Heathcliff could become a man of some 

means, besides striking back at his enemy, Edgar, by getting 

cont201 of his property. 



And he succeeded, for there was a aatura1 liking between the 

two young people, which greatly facilitated his wish in the mat

ter. They enjoyed being together - it was not as though the old -
man had to force 8 companionsb1p. Their llking turned to love, 

and a1though they sometimes made each other miserable, particul

arly through the snivelling acts of the Sick, weak Linton, they 

married. The rema1naer of the story matters not, except in ~ow

ing us a last picture of Heathcliff. 

He d1ed an unhappy 1!)8Il, locked up in his chamber, refusing 

to heed even the ca1ls of the fa1thf'ul servant Joseph, screaming 

for his beloved Catherine. His revenge, a1 though apparently achie!;::

ed, had contributed nothing toward giving him a few last peace-

f'ul moments. His whole life Heathcliff had 'lived a lonely man, and 

in death he had no comfort1ng hand to sustain him. He was hated 

by his son and his daughter-in-law, feared by the other residents 

of the Heights, 1Ih1spered about in the ne1ghboring v1llage. His 

mode of life was an unenviable one, his dea"th undesirable: his 

resemblance to Cb1llingworth was remarkable i an~f nothing more 

has been Pined from the reading of "The Scarlet Letter" and 

"Wuthering Heights", at least the lessan of leading an estranged 

and isolated life has been forcefully broujrt home through the 

characters of the two dark men. 
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----
Dicken,st "Pickwick Papers" is a "thing of beauty 

and a joy forever", yet praise of the delightful characters, 
the entertaining smtuations, the exciting denouements to 
the various episodes, etc . , has been so often and so well 
exploited that this writer can hope to add nothing on that 
score. Indeed, so much has been done on Dickens that he 
knows not but that his subject , too, may already have been 
investigated by some distinguished scholar. He writes, how
ever, on something which has struck his fancy , an~this is 
the only justification he has for his choice. 

Many impressions, of course, ar~~_ as one progresses 
through the pages, yet on at leas. three specific occasions, 
the unexplained ~ower of association succee~ in lAht~ 
these three occ~ces with almost perfectly similar happen
ings in Washington Irving ' s ·Sketch-Book" . The fact that one 
can find likenesses between writers 1s not extraordinary, 
especially when both are products of essentially the same 
era in the development of literature. It is for this reason, 
therefore, that the writer does not comment on the presence 
of inns in both books - Irving ' s investigation of the Boar's 
Head Tavern, and Pickwick ' s experience at the Great White 
Horse, with the similar descriptions of the two hostelries. 
This type of general coincidence 1s quite common and excites 
no untoward remark. When there appears, however , practically 
the exact wording about a simil ar episode in both manuscripts, 
or when we find similar ideas expanded in the same manner, 

or when identical characters occur in identical circumstances, 
then we sit up and take notice. 

In his essay entitled "The Broken Heart", Irving 
paints for us a sad picture of a woman dying of grief, ex
pounding the thesis that many times , when the cause of a 
woman's decline be not known, it can be traced to that non
medical disease cOming from a disapPOintment in love, from 
a forced marriage , from anyone of several factors which are 



capable of affecting the delicate sensibilities of the fe
male. He sBJTs, 

"How many bright eyes grow dim - how many soft cheeks 
grow pale - how many lovely forms fad~ away-into the tomb, and 
none can tell the cause that blightecljtheir loveliness." 

In "A Madman's Manuscript·, which was given to Mr. 

Pickwick by the old clergyman as the party left Din!~ey Dell 
to find sad Tupman, we are told the story of a man wllOse 
great wealth caused a family to sacrifice a beautiful daughter 
to him in return for the financial security they hoped to get 
from having him lit the family. The man was lIad, an hereditary 
strain being inherent in him, and the young girl loved him 
not, cherishing rather a "dark-eyed boy." The madman took joy 
in realizing the torture to which she had been subjected, and 
watched her waste away under his eyes. He says, 

"For nearly a year I saw thet face grow paler; for 
nearly a year, I saw the tears steal down the mournful cheeks, 
and never knew the cause." 

Bere is a woman dying of just that broken heart which 
Irving described: is not the closeness of the two quotations 
striking? But this is yet the least convincing of the three 
items selected for comparison. More remarkable isthe resem
blance between the modi qperandi in Irving's "The Mutability 
of Literature" and in Dickens' "The Bagman's Story". 

Irving had been granted entrance to the library of 
Westminster Abbey, and amid the ~tmosphere so "Yitted for 
qUiet study and profound meditation", he had slipped into the 
state of reverie (which he was so capable of acquirmg), ru
minating on hO~his library was a sort of tomb, an oblivion 
for the earnest work of these many men who had given their 
best years in the creation of some volume which achieved no

thing but "to occupy';" inch of dusty shell." Be he'revioutU.y 
taken down a little quarto, parchment-bound, with brass clasps. 
and while musing, he accidentally opened the clasps, whereupon 
the quarto started to speak, and the famous argument on the 
mutability of literatura ensued. We are not so much concerned 

.2 . 



with the argument, as with remembering the method Irving 
uses - i.e. having the book come to life, a~t were, and 
entering into a fruitful dialogue with its companion, the 
man. 

" •• when, to my utter astonishment, the little book 
gave two or three yawns, like one awakening from a deep 
sleep; then a husky hem; and at length begn to talk." 

Tom Smart had had, perhaps, several too many hot 
punches in the snug old parloltt of the house into which he 
dropped to avoid the rain, and consequently could not be 
said to be thinking in the clearest fashion when he arose 
to go to bed. Still, his light-headedness was no worse than 
was Irving's rambling mood of reverie, when it comes to a 

matter of a man's being accused of a flighty imagination 
due to lack of serious thi.nking,. Thus, the two men are even 

on that score. 
In Tom's room was a strange, high-backed chair, 

carved in a fantastic manner, with "the round knobs at the 
bottom of the legs care~ tied up in red cloth, as if 
it had got the gout in its toes." He s~ared at this chair 
for half an hour, was fascinated by it, but finally tore 
himself away and went to sleep. He wake up shortly after, 
with confused visions of tumblers filled with punch and 
strange chairs. Being :forced to gaze at the chair to assure 
himself of it s reality, he noticed a st"range thing: 

"A most extraordinary change seemea to come over 
it. The carving of the back gradually assumed the line
aments and expression of an old, shrivelled, human face; 
The damask cushion became an antique, flapped waistc.oat; 
the red knobs grew into a couple of feet, encased in red 
cloth slippers, and the whole chair looked like a very 
ugly old man, of the pl!evious century, with his arms a
kimbo. 1t 

The chair started talking with him, and eventually 
Tom received some information Which was very valuable in 

aiding him to rescue the widowed owner of the house from 
the hands o:f an unscrupulous man who was conducting a suit 
for her, only to get her mon~. The technique of having an 
inanimate object come to lie and engage in conversation 



with the hero of the episode is exactly parallel in both 
IrviD8 and Dickens, is even described in much the same 
manner. What are we to say to this? 

The most clinching of the argments, however, comes 
in the case of Ichabod Crane vs. "The Parish Clerk - A 
Tale of True Love", as edited by Sam Pickwick from Weller's 
recital. Rere the writer has noticed 60 much similitude be
tween many details, as well, of course, as between the broad
er plot /out~ines of the ' two stories in question, that he was 

almost tempted to list them in one, two, three fashion. 
Everyone knows Irving's tale of the skinny I Connect

icut school-teacher, but Dickens' , would bear repeating were 
it not for the fact that it i~ractiCallY the same a~he 
former. The central fiKres in both incidents are school
masters, the one 

"lank, with narrow shoulders, long arms and legs, hands that 
dangled a mile out of his sleeves, feet that might have ser~ 
~d for shovels, •• " 
and the other, 
"a harmless, inoffensive, good-natured being, with a turn
ed-up nose, and ratker turned-in legs, a cast in his eye, 
and a halt in his gait; ••• " 

Each of these pedagogues was struck With the f ancy 
~f 

of a young woman ~ special merits; Ichabod had his Katrina 
van Tassel, "a bloo~ass of fresh eighteen; plump as a 
partridge; ••••• un1versally famed, not merely for her beauty, 
put her vast expeotations." : the enam~d of Nathaniel Pipkin 
was Maria Lobbs, of blooming countenance, brigt eye, and 
ruddy cheek. 
"A prett~er foot, a gayer heart, a more dimpled face, or a 
smarter form, never bounded so ligh5ly aver the earth they 
graced, as did those of Maria Lobbs, the old saddler's 
daughter." 
Each of these girls had a wealthY father, whose worldly 
goods were right seeming in the eyes of the respective swain: 
"Old Baltus van Tassel was a perfect picture of a thriving, 
contented, liberal-hearted farmer ••.. He was satisfied with 
his wealth •••• and piqued himself upon the hearty abundance 



•• ' ••• illj1which he lived"; while there WaB, "old Lobbs, who 
was well known to have heaps of money, invested at the bank 
in the nearest market town - who was reported to have count
less and inexhaustible treasures, hoarded up in the little 
iron safe with the big key-hole •• " 

It seems silly to pursue the case in all its in
tricate details. Just a word furthur, and we feel that we 

_~,ter-. 

can close the -..e. Ichabod is. invited to a great party at 
the van Tassels, and Nathaniel is invited to a small party 
at the Lobbs'; both teachers are so excited that we are told 
of Pipkin's class: "How the lessons got through that day, 
neither Nathaniel Pipkin nor his pupils knew any more than 
you dO •• "; while in Ichabod I s class, "The scholars we're 

hurried through their lessons, without stopping at trifles .• " 
and school was dismissed an hour be~ore usual time. The two 
men then prepared themselves wth the greatest care, each 
possessing, it seems, but one snit of clothes ... which re
quired "at least an extra half hour" for Ichabod, and ntill 

full six o'clock" for Nathaniel to~~t into decent shape. 
Each man lost out in his ~t it seems, Crane re

tiring before Erom Eones, who attacked him through that most 
vulnerable spot, his belief in ghosts; and ~ipkin giving way 
to cousin Henry, who appeared to have gad a previous claim. 

If the writer WEre a scholar interested in arriv
ing at some conclusion from this assemblage of factual mat
erial, he could easily suggest an hypothesis and attempt to 
prove it. That was not his intention in the first place, how
ever, nor will t his paper finish by stating that Dickens 
plagiarised from Irving, or that both men wrote in that sen
timental period of excess, so that they would be bound to be 
Similar, or any other such truth that might be suggested. He 
states qUite simply that he has enjoyed this investigation of 
similarities and resemblances, feeling that his appreciation 

~. -

of both aut hors has been enhanced by a comparison of each otier's 
style is dealing with the same situation. Professor Eerdan 
offers @ different ways of treating the same plot, and the 
writer has been amused by finding out two. 
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'l'JlACKE.liAY and Dl CKEllS 

Ii .A. Friedman 
December 3, 1937. 



The sociologists tell us that every major change in 
the institutions by which men live brinl!' with it a period 
of adjustment in which the people affected are forced to 
undergo a misery proportional to the amount of 'progress' 
achieved. The Industr ial Revolution, which was just such 
a major change , produced a misery among the lower and 
middle classes which~ so appalling as to render the be
ginning of the nineteenth century even more torturous 
than the Roman unemployment or the Ph~~'s autocracy. 
The sympathies of Charles Dickens were Wth these people 
who were suffering" the t ype of people decsribed so 
strikingly in Phylli s Bentley's "Inheritance". William f 

~ 

ThackeDJ shows us the ftvanity" dom'inating the lives of 

the people thro.m to the top of the heap by this revolu
tion, the nouveau ri~he; he exposes their crassness, 

~ -
their superficiality, their drunkenness and their foibles . 

Cannot an objective observer discern a similarity in 
the ends, either expre~sed or implied, whiCh these two 
men attain? Would it be reading too much between the 
lines to suggest that Dickens shoW~iS dEsatisfaction with 
the upper classes by extolling the merits and magnifying 
the importance of the lower and middle strata, while 
Thackery employs the more positive technique of holding 
up to the light directly the faults of the privileged 
group? 

The personification o~ various lowe~and middle-

class types is constantly found througnout Dickens . 

What is Mr . PiCkwick, other than a retired bourgeOiS , 
perhaps a merchant, who was seeking in his comfortable 

middle age a view of the romance of the world which had 
probably been denied him in his earlier l ife. Babbitt 
on a tour of Europe is singUlarly like Pickwick in his 

ramifications through England: Babb:tlt following his 
Baedeker reminds us of the aimiable Sam jotting down 
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notes OD army maneuvzes and Dingley Dell's cricket match . 
The lawyers and bankers, those anchors 01: their particular 
place in society, are well represented ~ the persons of 
Mr. Sttyver (the brains 01: his office ~ the noble Sidney 
Carton) and Scrooge, the old mser in his counting house . 
Oliver Tv;ist comes from the slums, and Jerry Cruncher con
ducts his individual sort of trade in the dead of night . 

What need to proceed in this vein, when the general
i § ation can sui:fice - from Dr. Manette to the jolly Mr . 
Micawber, with few exceptions, the major characters in 

Dickens are neither noble nor ostentat;iously wealthy, 
are neither aristocrats nor hi8h livers . "~'ie do get a 
sight of a princely fal!lily in the brothers Evremonde, 
but it is a disagreeable sgght and does not enhance the 
attractiveness of their class. 

Having made clear the method of this paper, we can 
now proceed more rapidly . Thackery's people live in the 
upper brackets, so to speak. Becky Sharp , it is true, 
rose from an inaus~icious position t but the fact remains 
that she did rise, by whatever unscrupulous means. She 
lived in high London society, entertained nobility, 
flirted with lords an~arls . Her husband, Rawdon Crawley, 
was in the army, in one of the fashionable regiments, 
we may assume, and fraternised with the mlitary society 
which was so brilliant in the courts and capitals of 
Europe at that time . He had not the sense of value of 
the coin, as did the set of Mad~ LaFarg" receiving 
immense sums from his maiden aunt and diSSipating them 
,vith complete abandon on the gal!ling- table. His was not 
the frugal attitude of the peasant. Mr. Osborne and Mr. 
Sedley were essentially bourgeois in outlook, but, being 
of the nouveau riche, they became Bocial climbersj and 
unnecessary expenditures became justified on the ground 
that it was necessary to maintain a pos1~n which would 
not be frowned upon by the real aristocracy. 



} . 

"A Tale of Two Cities W opens on Dover Hill, with 
straining men attempting to pull a stagecoach out of tne 

mud a Not very delicate, you say, and ri!ttly so . ,'hat a 

contrast to find the curtamn in ·Vanity Fair" rising on 
Miss Pinkerton ' s Academy, that super- fashionable finishing 
school, in w~cb the sub-debutantes of London learnea 
their piano and French. This second difference between 
the two authors , namely , their respective settin§~, is 
again indicat i ve of their respective techniques . The 
fancy , metropolitan background of Thackeray is met by the 
many rural and simpl e scenesof Dickens: the scintillating 
wit and conversation flowing through the salons of Becky 
an.d her set is met by the s ilent , dank cell of Manette 
in the Bastille; the brilliant balls held at the many 
Embassies in London and with the army in llrussels are 
met by the tale of Oliver Twist~' s environment . 

The observation of this essential difference in 

setting serves merely to strengthen the impression we 
started to create by an observation of the essential 
difference in character types - namely. that the two 
authors eventually reach the same end, although by 
different methods , and each is well skilled in the use 
of his special s~le . so that we are well satisfied at 
the conclusion of each. There iSpo value in any r~ng 
of one above the other . 
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