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1.

I shall attempt Te dc thras thiags in this paper; oo,
‘19a51ioa She latest schemo of classification of thne pook of
isalm8; wwo, presemnv wvue views of geveral men om the gemeral
gqasstiorn of Maccabean psalms; and finaglly, teo discuss several
gpecific psalme frowm the peimnt of view of pessible Eacc., erigim,

Many attempts have been made to cliassify t-e Psamls sccord-
ing to soms sort of crganizeod fashiom, and in the past varieus
kinds of systems have prevalled, The psalms have beem arramged
1) in regard te the situatioms ia which they would be appropriate;
2) in regerd te the soul-moods they express (Baethgen);

3) accerdimg to topics (McFaydem); and 4) accordimg to the nature
of their comtents (Barmes). Now there is a mew system offered -
ome heartily supported by Fleming James - who calls it the
"orevailing view", amd lists its advocates ss imcludimg Staerk

and Kittel in Germary, Oestorley & Rebirnson ir Emngland, amd
Leslie of Boston University im ZAmerica.

It 1s the view of Herman Gunkel, who starts from the
premise that erigimally every sacred poem im Israel'g iisauvgs
religiem was cempesed te be sung as an accompamiment eof a

religieus act, Im ether words, the pss. teek their rise frem

the varieus occasiems of Israel's worship. Simce theme eccasiems

were of differeat serts, such as the feast, the thamk-offerimg,
the sim-eoferimng, the public fast, etc, the pss. cempesed fer
them would fall imte matural greups accerdimg te the ritual

acts they accempamied.
Gumnkel divides the pss. imte the fellowimg types (Gattumgem)s

Hymms

Semgs of Yahweh's Eathromcment
Lsmenrts of the Peeple

Reyal Psalms

Laments of the Individual
Thanksgivings of the Individual

Mimor Yppes
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Prephetic Psalms
Wisdom Peetry (the emly group met origimstimg frem wership.)

. Specisl attemtiom must be paid te these eccasioms oam which
words were spokem Ors poems were sumg. There is abumdemt evidemce,
says Gumkel, that acts of worship were accompamied by werds. Ome
instance offered is that of the priestly blessimg. Im Lev, 9:22
we are teold that Asrem "lifted mp his hamds teward the peeople amd
blessed them." That was the act. The words of the blessimg are

¢ 215" 222!

S e TR S T TR Y
And so im regard to the thanksgivimg-somgs of the Fsalter

given im Num. 6323f, 3‘{!‘ [J2 2kt sh: . 4

P
ey

which are to be commected with the law comceraimg thank-offerings.
Ps. 118 is amn example "where the voices of all the participamts,
the imdividugl and his friemds, tegether with the blessiags of the
priests, resound amtiphomally." (Jemes). Or agaim, groups of
. thankful persoms could be uaanbladiz: sing a mass thamksgiviag
im which group after group uttersthei® gratitude for varieus
deliveramnces from trouble, as im Ps. 107. The peint is, thenm,
that the origimal ps., accordimg te Gumkel, comsgisted of werds
compesed te be sung whem am act of wership was beimg carried out,
This does mot demy the imdividual elememt im the pss.
Gumkel feels that while the imdividual at first perhaps ceumted
little in psalm-making, he more smd more made himself master eof
the varieus Types amd usdd them te express his owa persenmal relig-
ieus life. This Type-study makes me claim te explaim everythimg-
it 1s met the key that will umlock all doers to the umderstamding
of the pss. Its chief service is te put a givem ps. in its settimg
and te throw seme gemeral 1light upom its compenemt parts amd the
. forms of ex ressiom amd ideas used, It furmishes im a bread way

the pattera. But as teo the imdividual peets whe used this paptern

as a vehicle threugh which te utter their soul's experieamce with

A 4
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Ged, it cam tell us little,

Pfeiffer, who calls Gumnkel's “"the mest elaborate amd
mimute analysis of the Psalter®, still feels that me scheme of
classification cam de full justice te the “"wealth of literary
forms and religious contemts of the Psalter®. Mamy pss. fit
badly inte amy ef the varieus types ef arrangement which have
been deviged, Therefore, he says, im erder to obtain a bird's
eye view he will simply divide the beek inteo twe maim greupss
those pss. that describe primarily the character amd activity
of the Deity, and these that presemt the relighous emotioms of
the cemgregatiom or the imdividual, Amd he fhrther adds that
there is, of course, mo clear lime of demarcatiom evem between
these twe breoad groups.

As for the secomd question, that of the gemeral iassue of
Macc, pss., there are three opimiomns we ghall note, chosenm
obviously out of many times that mumber which are available.
Buttemwelser does mot believe that amy pss. are Macc. "The real
preblem comnected with the prevailimg belief im Macc. pss., 1is
mot, as Gesemnius ever a cemtury age formulated it, whether the
clese or final redactiome of the various cellectioms makimg up
the Psalter and the cemclusion of the OT camem in gemeral, cam
be placed as late as the Macc, peried, but whether a Macc., date
for amy of the pss. 1s recomncilable with the fact that during
the secomd quarter of the 3rd BCE, the :'ebrew language entered
o a stage of rapid decademce, which emded im its dyimg out al-
together as a spokem lamguage."

He proves from Bem Sira and the Book of Damliel that at the
time of the Macc.,, Arsmaic was the spokemn lamguage of the Jewish
peeple. Is the belief im Macc. pss. compatible with these fimd -

ings? He says mo.
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He admits that the gquestiem 1s eftem raiseds Why ceuld goed
Hebrew mot have beem writtem evem after Hebrew ceased to be a
spoker language? Jchuda ha-Levi's poems are effered as am ex-
ample that this is possible. But he feels that these peems,
*considered from the point of view of rules of style and syntax
governing Biblical Hebrew, are for the greater part unmatural
Hebrew. Moreover, they are veid of warmth and feeling - beimg
artificial in the extreme; and above all they lack the most essemn-
tisl element of literary creatiom, spontameity. There is mothinmng
in the least surprisimg sbout this, for language, beimg organic,
is capable of growth and development omly so loang a&s it is part
and parcel of the 1ife emd soul of a people."

For am opimion centering about the eppesite pele we go te
Cheyne, who asks, “Are there any group of pss. which are mest
easily explained om the theory of a Mace. origin?® There are
strong ressons for expecting to find such. The influence of the
Macc., periocd was morally seo great that evem 1f mo pss., clearly
Macc., had been preserved, we should be compelled te presume
that they once had existed. What should be our criteria for Macc.
pss.? He explains, "I should mot lay any great stress on the

linguistic
cogency of R&Sevawry criteria™ - which seems st once te anticipate
and refute judgmemnts such as Buttemnwieser's. Cheyme feels that
im "“typical Macc, pss. there should be some fairly distimct allus-
ions to Macc. circumstances....And above all we expect te find am
uniquely strong church feeling, en intensity of memotheistic faith,
end an arder ef gratitude® for the imtervemtion of God., Cheyme
assigns Hacc. origim to 27 pss., and in addition has amother large
list of pessible or doubtfyl omnes, Betweem this point of view
and that of Buttemwleser the truth lies somewhere,
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It 1is interestimg to note im passimg the view of Pref.
Albright, who confessed that he once held that most of the pss.
were of the Macc, peried - or at least were post-exilic amd meny
were very late, but who now believes that the majority display
Canasnitish influence which would temd te place them early. Ps.

29 has been discovered practically verbatim in the Ugaritic texts;
and he holds with Buttenwleser that Ps. 68 is to be compared with
the Semg of Deberah (Judges 5) which would date it im the 1lth

or 10th BCE. He comcludes, however, that the fact that the Psalter
has Can. corigins and sources does not destroy the gemius of the
Israelites, who adapted the best of Can. werk. ™o look for pure
originality® he says, “ome must go to imssme asylums.,®™ The gift

of selection is real gemius. The simgers of Isrsel chose the best
that went before, added of their own creatioms, refimed and impro-
ved that which they selected, samd gave the werld the Psalter,
"without which the Judaeo-Chrigtian traditiom would be a dead thing,"

So, having offered these several points of view imn general,
let us pass on to examine im partideular the question of Macc., pss. -
whether there are any, if so which, and what discussiom ranges
around each, We shall discuss particmlarly pss. 44, 74, 79, and
85, which s<em most Ipminently Mace, msccording to mamy critiecs,
but which alse have equally distinguished epponents.

In regard to ps. 44, although Briggs im the ICC happens to
feel that the ps., is late Persiam (i.e, 400-330 BCE), he lists
many scholars who assent to the Macc. date, imcludimg Graetz and
Wellhausen, and Pfeiffer agrees with this. Pfeiffer says that it
scems clear that a number of Lamentations were compesed duwing the
persecutions of Epipheanes in the years 168-165 BCE, imcluding pss.
44, 74, 79, and 83. On the matter of these Lamentations, Gunkel's

classification is worthy op "Otig,
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There are two classes, Laments of the People, end Laments of
the Imdividual, which latter he calls, incidentally, the Grumdstock,
the core of the Psalter., The Laments of the People, of which 44
is one of the few examples, had as their "seat in 1ife%, the act of
religious worship from which they sprang, the great publice fasts
of Israel, which did met recur regukarly, as a rule, but came as a
response to a particular meed, The Laments om the whole are con-
cerned with what may be called the political asituation of the people,
their oppression by foreign overlords.

This pss 44 came into being at amn hour of great sufferimg and
humiliation for Isrsel. Her hosts have been defcated in battle,
and the victorious enemy is using his advantage with outrageous
cruelty. Property is being seized, people are being killed or sold
into slavery emong the Gentlles, James says that all these features
appear at first sight o fit ia with the Macc. age. Then for the
féwst time in centuries Israel had amn ermy, and religbous persecu-
tion was alse making its first appearance. And mamy scholars at
first sight agree, as indicated above, - but Barnes is by no means
certaln that the time is necessarily Macc.

He feels that it is a national ps. with a histeorical backgrouad,
but that there is no sikggestion in it eof injury to Jerusslem eor
profanation of the Temple. It is true that this ps. refers to a

persecution of the Jews for their religion. The words of v, 22,
plo !.-D [_;t)’-n J"i >
®for Thy seke are we killed all the day lomg" rud a-ple illustra-
tion in many passages in the Book of Macc, Im I Mace, 1:57 it
says, 1> = ‘s rk whn wl Mrt-N2p 20 Inke refms 8k F,{
?f ~ -:'_3 ak? wh ol‘
"And wheresoever was found with any the book of the teatuent, or
1f any consented to the Law, the king's commandment was, that they

should put him to death."™ Simller examples are offered in I Macc.
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2329-38; and 7310-17., But it canmot be seid that the Jews never
submitted te persecution for their faith before the time of Antio-
chus Eiphanes - there was religious trouble between the Jews and
Samaritans for example, The ps. may possibly be Macc., but the
evidence is too slight to prove it, concludes Barnes.

Cheyne feels that the only possible background for this ps.
is Macc., and that if many circumstances of the Macc. rebelliom
are not alluded to, it is because the psalmists are not chroniclers.

Duhm, becomigg evem more particular, assigns it te the
occasion of the disastrous fight im which Judas Macc fell at
Eleasa in April 160, (I Macc. 931-22.)

Edoard Konlg feels that it is spparent that this "heaven-
thunderous prayer fer God's help (vv.,23-26 at end of ps.) 1is
directed against external enemies®, as sppears fz;m the tone of
many parts of the ps., but does not believe that it stems neces-
sarily from the Macc, period. Taking the wv, 18-22, which are a
gemersl affirmation of faith centaiming the above-quoted "for Thy
seke sre we killed all the day"%, he says that this Buddestreus
merely states that the speakers have stood under the punishments
attendant upon their true Yahweh-belief, but that it was net actu-
ally a "religious persecution® in the sense that the persecutors
had wanted to seduce Isracl to amother religion. Thus the Ps. ends
with a ringing call te God to awaken and help His peopls from ex-
ternal attacks, for they suffer to remaim true to Him, but not
necessarily are those attacks Seleucid.

And so it is difficult to declide. General consensus agrees
that it was a time of national distress, that Israel was sufferimg
or had suffered attack, which had involved  j&» e;bi;: , that
some sor® of fighting back had tekem place with God's aid (vv, 5-9),

end that Israel was now crying out for God to Hedeem her complstely,
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It could be Macc. - it could possibly refer to other perieds im
Israel's history., Briggs, Barnes, Konig, Buttenwieser, Gunkel
and James for the negative - Graetz, Wellhausem, Pfeiffer, Cheyne,
and Dihm for the positive, What shall be the decision?

In regard to ps. 74, Briggs calls it a “prayer of the exilic
community.® Apart from the glosses, the ps. shows no evidences
of a very late date. The reference to the capture é6f the Temple,
the setting it on fire and profaning it to the ground, contained
in vv, 3-7, best sult the destruction of the Temple by the Baby-
lonlens. A Macc, editor later enlarged upon this descriptiom of
the destruction of the temple to make it more sppropriate to the
desecration by Antiomchus,.

Thus vv. 4b-6 in this passage are Macc, glosses - in par-
ticular the 1ine "They have set up their own signs for signs®,
which Briggs admits refers probably to the religious symbols of
the Greeks as & supplanting eof the Jewlsh religion, A4lso, the
further gloes in v. 6, the ;;'Q_'LSQ, which is best translated
"doors" (and not “"carved work™) , these have been broken open -
which compares with I Macc. 4338, "and they found the sanctuary
desolated and the altar polluted and the doors burned up."

Again, v.9, with its referemce to the absence of miracle and pro-
phecy ﬁ'?—r’ ;/:‘ /1 £> ’kg IZh 'lJ'éL!\/'I:
which is usually regarded as evicdence of Macc. times (I Macc. 43146,
9327, 1434l), 1is considered a gloss., So Briggs dates the ps. im
the vicinity of 586 BCE, with the hand of a Macc, editor showing
through in several places.

Barnes says that the content of the P8, 1s too indefinite to
Justify the confident statembmt of Duhm, who asserts that in ps. 74
we have "quite firm ground under our feet®™ in the search for Macc,

pss. Duhm thinks 74 1s the earliest of them, before even the Macc.
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had gained their victories, as witness the plea for protection
in v. 19 "deliver not the soul of Thy turtle-dove unto the wild
beast® - but after the initial outrages of the enemy had taken
place,

Barnes, however, observes that the psalmist has just two
complaints to make, There has been a great slaughter of the
congregations of God in the land, v.8, Qg - "Qgin f? '/a?'lit_

-_,.é.'h ; and (a greater calamity) the Temple has been injured
and pr.otaned. But profanation happened to the Temple on other
occasions than when Antiochus entered it, Josephus tells the
story of Bagoses (Bagoas) the governor of Judah umnder Artaxerxes II
(404-358 BCE), who profaned the Temple by forcing his way into it
after a case of fratricide by the high priest Johannes. The Elephan-
tine papyri confirm this story and suggest a date early in the
reign of Artaxerxes - somewhere around 400,

What was distinctive about the action of Antliochus was not
profanation per sé, but that he endeavored to compel the Jews to
take part in worship of Zeus. And Barmeés says that in ps. 74
there 1a no clear indication of the coercion of the Jews to idolatry.
He concludes that "the ps. may possibly be Macc., but it may
equally well belong to some earlier period at which the Temple
was eneterd by an enemy, but no religious persecution in the literal
sense was carried out."

As to who the enemy was, is not clear. The word Goyim does
appear in ps. 79 but not here. The most definite description given
of the enemy is fg% » foolish man, or fool, in v.22, end

2 -pf , foolishpation, in v.18, a term used in Eeclus. 50326
of those who dwell in Shechem, the Ssmaritans. ™It is therefore
at least possible that the enemy who profaned the sanctuery were

the Samaritams.™
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Around Ps. 79 there does not seem to be any greater unanimity
of opinion. W.R.Smith finds difficulty in accepting a Macc. date
for pss. 44, 74, 79 on account of their position in the Elohistic
Psalter (pss.42-83), which is one of the oldest collections and
the compilation of which he believes must have been completed
before the Macc. age, He is disposed to refer these three pss.
under consideration te the occasion of the great revelt under
Artaxerxes III Ochus (359-339 BCE) which was suppressed in 348-344
with much bloodshed - during which Jerusaslem and the Temple may
hawve suffered in the manner described in 74 and 79y Cheyne,
incidentally, in spite of his predilection for Macc. dates,
egrees with she 4th century date for 74 and 79, as does Butten-
wieser, Driver quotes Smith, however, as placing Beoks IV and V
(pss. 90-150) in the early years of the Macc, sovereignty, with
many of the pss. in this collection belonging to the Greek period,
end some (113-118, 149) clearly springing out of the enthusiasm
evoked by the great military victories of the Mce.

Driver himself tends to accept the Mace., date for this ps.
but reminds us of the fact that v.6, which reads &J\ﬁﬁ ?9&

Merp «f eI NE [ ﬂ&ég kol gha K 28 k piles fh

is exactly the same as Jeremlsh 10:25, with the one change of
the word ._A/‘he_ﬂz'{v [~ Jslgj;vn. This egither means iden-
tity of authorship, i.e. that Jeremiah had a hand in the auther-
ship of this ps., hence the desecrations spoken of refer to the
Babylonian destruction of 586, and the ps. could not possibly

be Macc.; or it might merely mean that the author of the ps. was
quoting an earlier master, and it might still be considered Macc,
Drifer concludes "when we bear in mind how apt Hebrew writers

are to borrow expressions from their predecessors, we cannot feel
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the requisite assurance that these similarities are due te
identity of authorship."

The objection referred te =bove in ps. 74 in relation to
the lack of purely religious persecution, such as Antiochus 1s
known to have instituted, 1s met to a certain extent here in ps.
79 in the first verse - *0 God, the heathem ( p.'l' € ) are come
into Thine inheritemce®™ - which seems to sugzest that the invaders
were felt to be of a completely different religious stock.

Offered for the Macc. date 1s the fact that in I Mace. 7316-17
we find a verse from this ps. 79 quoted as Scriptures. Verse R
is introduced with the word a/A>> , and then quoted. Pfeiffer
cautiously concludes that the loa:t this indicates is that the
collection (pss.2-89) existed before 100 BCE im order for it to
have been quoted im the Book of Macc.

Barnes is uncertain, tending to his previous opinion (im re
ps. 74) that the language and content are teo indefinite to pin
down ps. 79 - that it might depict am unrecorded Samaritan invasien,
or either of the two recorded violations of the Temple - Bagoses
ca, 400 and Ptolemy I of Egypt im 320.

And Briggs repeats his previous belief in s 6th century date
for the original ps., which was later subjected to the influence
of the Macc. glossator.

The last ps. under consideration is 83. This seems to be a
public prayer against invasion. The people are pleading with God
not to be silent in this hour when Isreel's enemies are conspiring
to attack her. Israel is in danger of physical extinction, v.5,
but there is no complaint of profanation of the Temple or of the
sufferings of martyrs for the sake of God's religion, This temnds

to make several scholars suspicious of the Macc. setting.
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Duhm, however, speasking of this ps., saya with striking
simplicity, "Ps. 83, the contents of which are perfectly compat-
ible with I Mace. 5, must have been composed soon after 165,
but before the successes of Judas Macc.®™ In I Macc. S we find
many parallels with the ps. In v.2 it is said that the gentiles
took counsel to destroy the race of Jaceb - in the ps.,v.4,1it says
®they hold crafty converse against Thy people.* V.3 of the Macc.
says, "And Judas fought against the sonsg of Esau in Idumea", while
the psalmist 1ists many peoples as the enemy, viz., in v,7 are
mentioned "the tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites, Moab and the
Hagrites." Such similarities continue all the way through the
chapter and the psalm,

Barnes, still in disagreement, says that these parallels
do not point conclusively to a Mace, date, For example, four
very significant names, listed in the ps., are absent from Macc. 5.
These are Moab, Gebal, Assyria, and Amslek. These names teken
together suggest an earlier dete tham the Macc, he says. Again,
he reminds the resder that while he admits the occasion of the ps.
to be some sort of invasion, he need not accept any particular date,
because - "history may have repeated itself frequently on the eastern
and southern borders of Palestine, Palestine, though not a rich
country, was yet a land of corn and wine and o0il; such food supplies
must have been a perpetusl temptdion to the hungry dwellers in the
desert-lands to the east and south,"

Buttenwieser sums up his discussion of ps. 83 by saying that
even in tone does the ps., differ radically from the Macc. record
of the campaigns of 165-163, as deseribed in I Mace., 5. Judas and
Simon are filled with such confidence in their own prowess that
they aefy all opposition and defeat one enemy after another -
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while in the ps, the attitude is cringing, the people are
described as the helpless prey of the enemies, and can seek
no other recourse than to implore God "not to look on in silence." v.2,

Aside irom the four main ones which we have considered,
there are several other pss., to be noted in passing. Pfeiffer
offers two very interesting examples of how acrostics have been
discovered as a means ofl dating pss. In ps. 2, vv.1-10, the
acrostic reads ]AE!;( [c ‘J'J\ 3 "to Janneus A(lexander)
and his wife" - and is in honer of the marriage of Alex. Jann.
to Alexandra in the year 103 BCE. This ps. was written last and
was placed at the beginning of the collection Psa. 2-89, which
comprise the first three books, considered by Pfeiffer to be the
first edition, later followed by the remaining two books., The
collection 2-89 must have existed before 100 BCE, when we find
Ps. 79s2ff guoted as Seripture In I Mace. 7316 ff, as mentioned
above.

The other acrostic, in ps. 110,vv.l-4, reads / NL
(Simeon), and this, cenjointly with the contents of the ps.,
shows the pcem to have been the oracle by which Simon Maccabeus
was solemnly confirmed in the office of leader and high priest
in 141 BCE. (Cf. I Macc, 1434l,)

Then there are 118 and 149, which are thanksgiving pss.
that may have been inspired by the military successes of Judas.

And lastly Pfeiffer gives a rather long list of 14 pss. which
may possibly reflect the revival of nationalism and religion
during the Macec, struggles - such as 46-48, in which Jehovsah
is lauded as the deliverer of Israel; and 66-68, wherein

Jehovah displays His providence over the people.
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So far as coming to any genersl, or even specific con-
clusions is concermed, it 1s clear from all the foregoing
that this is impossible. We have offered the views of men
ranging from one extreme to another; from Cheyne, who con-
siders huge portions of the psalter Macc., to Buttenwleser,
who considers none of it to be, The best we can do, and that
is the method which has been followed in this pasper, is te
gather a consensus of opinion on particular psalms, then in-
vestigate those which seem most generally to be considered
as at least candidates. These have been psalms 44, 74, 79,
and 85. Wwhile no categorical e~dmidem decision would mean very
much, it is the considered opinion of the writer, who has
taken great care to present all the argumemts against a Macec.
dating for these four, that there do eppear clesr and defimite
Macc, tendencles, at least in these, if not in cther of the

psalms,








