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1. 

I shall at t en.pt to do thra3 thila..?;3 i!:l. this pCJJer; () .tJ, 

q\l9stloa 01' MacoabaSl\ psal:aSj ad f'L 0.1;" .. , t c, en.cuas aeTereJ. 

specific p.&]Js fro", tho POillt of v1.w of p o •• jbl' Ltwe . nigh • 

..... ,. att_pta haTe bee •• ade to Cl •• s11',. t ,.., o Paul1.a accor~ 

lag to aome sort ot c~g .. lzad rainio., d 1. t he past ... arloua 

klad • • t 81st_s lI.aTe prevailed. The paalw.e haTe be. arraaged 

1) 1a regard te t ••• itu ',loa. ill which the,. would be oppropriate; 

2} ill regard to the soul-moods tile,. express (Saetllg .... '; 

3) aceord1Jag to topics (McFa::rdea); &J. d 4} accordl.ag to the a.ture 

of their coateat. (Saraes). NOli thore 10 a lIew .,..t .. orr.red -

OliO h eartH,. .upported by Flftillg .r .... - who calls it the 

"prsYa111a.g .,18W., ud lists ita adTocatea as 1.IcludiAg Stae-k 

.. d Kittol 1a GOl'll""", Oes' orle,. Ie Robillso 1a Eloglar,d, od 
Lesl ie of Bosto. U lverslt,. ill barica. 

It is the ... lew ot Hel'llaJl Gwokel, who start. fro. the 

prOlli •• '.at .rigiaally ..... r,. .. cr.d p •• 1a lara.I' A ;U*"lP8J 

reI1s1 •• was c.IIp ••• d ,. be .u.g .a .. acce-.paa1Ae.t et • 

rellg1eua &c'. It .ta.r worda, tae p •••••• k ta.lr r1 •• tre. 

t •• yarl.ua .cc.al ••• • t lar •• l l • w.r.~p. SLace ca •••• ce •• l ••• 

•• re .t dirt.rat •• rt., we .... tk. te •• t, tae tAaak-etr.rlag, 

t.& .1&-•• 1'.rl&g, tke public t •• t, etc, tka p ••• c.ap ••• d t.r 

tll_ •• uld 1'&11 i.to •• tural SHupe acc.rd1.ag t. 'kae rltual 

ach t •• ,. accUlpaaied. 

Guak.l <11,,1d •• t •• p ... illte \ •• t.llowillg 5,.p •• (Ga1;tuag.a) I 

a,.... 
s.ag • • t Yakwell'. Elo~ltrea_.at 
L_ •• t • • t tit. P .. pl. 
Re;ra1 P .al, .. 
L ...... 5 • • r tit. 1a<11't'1dual 
T.aak.gi ,,1ago at .... 1a<11 't'i dual 
Iiaer 'f,p •• 



• 

• 

2. 

Pnp.e1ole P .. l •• 
lIiadG. Peetry (t •• ealy greup .. t orlgiaaU.g rr_ .. rDip.) 

Special att •• ti ••• u at be paid "e tll •••• cc •• loa. oa "lUck 

"orca •• re spoke. or-a po •• were luag. Tiler. 1. abuAdaat 8T1deaee, 

• .,.. GWlkel, tllat act. of w.raalp were aceo-.puled b;r •• rda. 0 •• 

ia.tuea orterad 10 'loat or t •• prleatly ble .. iag. I. LeT. 9122 

we ara told that Aare. ·lifted "" Ai. Iluda teward tile people ud 

bl •••• d tll._.· Ta.t .... 21 tA. act. The .. orca of the ble •• iag are 

giT •• 1. lha. 61231'. ~(r!( I'-M. ;ob' It:. ~~.~~.! ~J~' l~"?~.! 
,pi/) 1.f~ ,,'1:;/ .r.~ "H .,h· .t;~ , ~~,~'! 

Aad .e 1a r egard to t.e tllaak.g1Tiag- ... g •• r til. ¥ .aU ar 

which are to be c .... ct.d witll tae 1 •• co&car.lag tlLaAk-otteriaga. 

Pa. 118 1a .. exurple " ... er. tlle 'l'ole •• of all the paJ"tlclpaat., 

the iadiT1duaJ. ud hi. rrlud., teget.ar wit. tile blual.ga er tlle 

priest., re.auad utlplle.aJ.ly." (J .... ). Or &gaia, groups or 

tllaaktul per ..... eeuld b ...... bled to o1.g a .... tllaJlk.g1Yiag 
it. 

ia wAieb group artar group uttlr •• Il.~. gratituda ror T.rleu. 

dellTeruces tro. trouble, as 1a Pa. 107. Tlle peut is, ta .. , 

tllat tile o r1gi.&1 p •• , aeeerdiag t. Guakel, eo •• 1sted or wGrda 

c.apoled t. be sua.g wh.e. aa. act .~ •• rah1p was betag earr1 ed .ut. 

TAi. does aot deay tile iadiT1duaJ. 81 ... . t 1a tile p ... 

Quakel !eels tllat w1o.111 tlle iadiTlduaJ. at fir.t perloop. e.uated 

little ia plala-aakiag, •••• re ad •• re .ade a1....el~ ••• ter .t 

".8 Tar1.us Types &ad us4d the.. t. express ll1. ..... per •• au rellg_ 

leu. lite. T.1s T1P .... tu<l1 .ole .... elrla to expla1. n.rytll1ag_ 

it 10 .et tlla key tllat w111 ualoek all deDr. to tile uader.tudiag 

or tile pas. It. ehi.r .arTiee i. t. put a giT .. p •• 1. it •• ett1ag 

ud h tllrew .e.e ge •• raJ. ligll_ up •• it. ceap •••• t part. ud t •• 

• r ...... r eX\- resa1 ..... d id ••• uaed, It tunislle. ia a bread way 

the ,..tt..... But as te the iadiT1dual poet. wile ua.d tAi. p.;pera 

as a TeAicle tareup .lI..1c. to utter t.eir s oul's experieace wit. 



• 
~<I. U cu tell ua lit tIe. 

P~.ltt.r, wu calla Guake1' 8 -the ••• t elaborate &ad 

a1aut ..... ely.1s er tao Paelter", at ill reels tllat .e sca ... er 

cla .. 1ticath. c .. de rull juatic. to tile • ... eltll .r lit .rary 

tera. aad religious co.teat • • t tae Psalter-. 11 .. ,. paa. tit 

badly iate uz er til. urieua tn>" er arr .. g .... t .. Ilica AU. 

be .. deTi •• d. Ta.ret.r.,.e 8&18, 1.a erdar t. ebta1A a. bird' a 

eye yi ... Il. w11l .lap11 d1rtd. tile beek iato t ... aala greup •• 

• u .. p ... tltat describe priaarlly tla. cbarac t er ud actiYUy 

or til. Deity, ud tlaaa. th.at pre •• t til. r.ligiou. _otie •• • r 
til. c •• gr.gatio. er ,10.. iad1rtduel. Aad he tt.rther adds tllat 

tllere la, .t ceur •• , •• clear l1..ae .t d_arcatl ••• .,ea betwe .. 

tlaeaa twa broad groups. 

1.8 1'01' the .ec •• d quest1 •• , tltat .t the ge •• ral iaaue of 

_ lIace. pas., tller. are three opiA10 •• we mall .ot., choaea 

.bYiaualy aut ar .uy tia •• that .ueber .. hieh are aYdlable. 

Bu.tt ..... i •• r do ..... t balin. that .. y paa. are lace. "Th. reel 

preble. eo .... eted .. ith the preya1liag belier i. lace. p ... 18 

.ot, a8 Geaaalua • .,.r a ceatu17 ago .toraulat.d it, whether the 

clGa. or n.al redectio •• or the Yarioua collectio.a aakiag up 

tae Psalter aad the c •• elua1 •• • t tae OT c .... 1_ s ... raI, caa 

be placed as late a. the )(a oe. peri.d, but .. ather a Mace. date 

tar U1 .r tile pas. is reeo.eUabl. with the t'aet tllat duriag 

tls.e s8coad quarter ot the 3rd BeEJ the - ebrew laapage •• tared 
~ 

•• a .tage or rapid decade.ee, which .. dad ia it. cl;riag out el

"egetller a9 a apekaa laa,suage.· 

He proyea rroa Be. Sira ud the Book or Doiel tltat at tile 

• tiee .r the lace., Arade w .. the spokaa laaguage ot the JewhA 

people. Is the beliet' ia lIaoc. pas. eo.patible .. itil th ... ti.d -

iags? He • .,. •• 0. 



• 
4. 

He ."U. tot the questie. 10 ettea rai •• d. lih;,- ceuld goed 

Hebrew aot haY. bee. writtea eTea atter Hebre .. ce •• ed to be .. 

apeka lugu..g.' Jehuda ba-L8Yi'. po .... are ett.red as aa ex

.. ple tl1at tl110 10 po.aible. But h& teel. that the .. p ••• , 

"c ••• idered troa tile poiat ot "iew ot rules ot .t;,-le aad .,..tax 

go"eraiag Biblical Hebrew, are ter the greater part ua».atural 

Hebrew. lIoreenr, til .. ,. are n1d ot w.,..th aad tee11.g - be1ag 

artif1cial 1.a the extrasi &ad aboT. all the,. lack the .oat 8 •• 8.-

tial el .... t ot literar,. cre.ti •• , opo.taaeit,.. Tllere 1 •• 0th1ag 

i. the lea.t 8urpriai.g about tAla, tor laagueg., bei.g orgaaic, 

10 capabl. ot grewtll aad d .... lop .... t oal;,- ao loag as it 10 part 

aad parcel .t til. lite aad .oul ot a people." 

For ... p1a1e. ceater1.g about the epPol1te pole we go t. 

Chs,..e, who .aka, -Are there any group ot pas. which are .oat 

• ... 11,. explaiaed o. the theor,. ot a lIacc. origia?" Tllere are 

atroag reasons for expecting to find SUCh. The infiueJlce ot the 

Mace. period wae aoral.11 so great that e'Yea 11" ao pas., c1ear11 

lIace., had bee. pre.erT_do, we alWuld be co.pelled to presuae 

that they once ~ ensted. What should be our crlter1.a :tor Mace. 

pas.? He explaias, "I should lI.ot la,. as,. great stun o. tile 
11.gu1stic 

cogeReJ ot ."~oN' .. ". criteria- - which se_s at oace to anticipate 

ad refute judgauts such as Butteawieaer t a. Che1ae teels that 

ia "t:rpical 118cc. p .B. there should be 80.e tairl,. d1.tiact allus-

10.s to Mace. circuaat8llC8a •••• J..ad abo'Ye all we e:x;pect t. flad sa 

ua1quel,. stroag church teeli.g, as 1.t ••• it,. ot ••• otheistic faith, 

asd as arcler ot gratitude- for the iat_nestio .. ot God. Clle,.. • 

.. aigas lIacc •• rill_ to 2'l p .s., aad i. add1t1en baa aaother large 

• 11.t ot po .. ible er doubt1'Jl oae.. Betweea th1. poiat or new 

ed tllat ot Butte.wieser the truth 11ea 8oaewhere. 



It i. 1&teresti.g to note 1& pt.s s1&g the T1e • • r Pror. 

e Albright, who co.feased that he once held that .ost or the pas. 

were of the Mace. paned - or at least were post-exilic ud a .. ,. 

were Ter1 late, but who now bel1e'Yes that the aajorlty displa1 

Canasn1tish illnuSllce which would te!ld to place thea early. Ps. 

29 haa been discOTered practically verbat1& in the Ugar1tic texts; 

and he holds w1th Buttenwieser that Ps. 68 1s to be cOJIpared w1th 

the Sollg .r Deborah (Judges 0) which would date 1t 1& the 11th 

or lOth BCE. He coaeludes, howeTer, that the fact that the Psalter 

has Caa. orig1aa aad sources does aot destro1 the ga.ius of the 

Israelites, who adapted the beat or Cu. .• erk. 'To look for pure 

orlg1aallt,· he s818, ·oae aust go to iaaane &a11UIIs.· The g1ft 

of selection 1s real geaius. The slagers ot Israel chose the beat 

that .ellt beron, added of the1r own oreatio •• , ref1&ed SIld 1lIIpro-

_ ved that which the,. selected, sad gaye the world the Psalter, 

'w1thout whioh the Judseo-Christ1an traditio. would be a dead th1&g.· 

So, haTiBg offered these ee",eral polnts ot ",lew in general,. 

let us pass on to exaDl1ne 1& particular the question of lIacc. p BS. _ 

whether there are aay, It so which, and what discussion ranges 

arouad each. We ehall discuss particularly pss. 44, 74, 79, &ad 

83, which 8 4':1 eat. most proa1l:lently Mace, acoording to mall,. crlt1os,. 

but which also have equal11 dist1ngu1shed opponents. 

Ia regard to p •• 44, altho~ Briggs in the ICC happens to 

teel that the ps. 1. late Persi .. (1.e. 400-3&1 BCE), he lists 

... y scholar. who assent to the lIacc. date, 11lcludiag Graetz and 

Wellhausea, 8Jld Pfeiffer agrees with th1s. Pfe1ffer sars that it 

aE_a clear that a AUlI.ber ot LaaentatioBs were co-.posed d1111'1.g the 

• persecutions of Fpiphanes iD the years 168-165 BCE, including pea, 

44, 74, 79, and 83. OD the .atter of these LaaentatioAs, Gunkel's 

c1a •• if1catioll i. worth1 of nOtice. 



6. 

Tasre are two classes, Laaents of the People, ad L8Ileats Qf 

tbE> IlldlT1dual, whicb latter he calls, incidentally, the Grwtdatock, 

e the core ot the psalter. The Laaeata ot the People, of which 44 

1s aae of' the few exa.ples, had as their -seat in lite-, the act ot 

religi ou8 worship f'rGI which they sp rang, the great publiC41 f'uts 

of Israel, which did aot recur regularl,., as a rule, but CBae as a 

reapoas8 to a particular need. The Lameats oa tbe whole are COl!_ 

earned with what ,.ay be called tbe po11tical situ.tioR of' the people, 

their oppression by foreign overlorde. 

This p s. 44 cue into being at an bour of' great 8uf'f'ering and 

hUD..111atlon tor Israel. Her hosts have been det Fated 1a. battle, 

and the victorious GIlEllQ' 1s using his adTaatage w1th outrageous 

cruelty. Property 1s beillg seized, people are be1llg killed or sold 

lato slaT917 8Jlong the Geatl1es. J ... es • .,-8 that sl.l these teaturea 

appear at f'irst sight to f'it ia with the lIace. age. Tben f'or the 

__ f'.at tt.e in centuries Israel had aa. arJQ', SAd rel1gtou8 perseeu_ 

tio,,- was also mak1llg !ts f'irst appearance. And _ .. y scholars at 

first sight agree, as indicated abOY8, - but Barnes 1s by no means 

certain that the time is neeessarilr M.aoe. 

• 

He teels that it .1s a national po. with a historical backgro'und, 

but that there is no ~gge8t1oa 1a it of injury to Jerusalem or 

proi'aJ1atloA of the Temple. 

pers ecution ot the Jew.s for 

°f'or Thy sake are we killed 

It 1s true that this pe. refers to a 

their religion. 

~/"! 
T.he words of Y. 22, 
{; "I.)~ -,:" ~ .""1 ';;) r ... f7.4~ .. 

all the day 10agO f'iad "maple 111uatra-

tiOIl ia -any passages 1Il the Book ot lIacc. In I lIacc. 1157 it 
" ,. . f 

says, b~ i>J ... ,~-... ~ '!!"!! '1 .~JJ>'-.J.:~~ ~~ I.J>(, I<!{'~ ','"6 .,., 
. 1{~'~ ."'./J >~.~~. ~~~ ~r 

°bd wheresoe" .. r was f'ound witb any the book ot the teBiBlllent, or 

it an1 oonsented to the Law, the king's COJlDl1andaeBt was, that the,

should put him to death. I S1Ja.ilar examples are offered in I Maco. 



2.29-38; .... d 7$10-17. But it canaot be .aid that the Jew. neyer 

oulllaitted to per.ecut10D. for their taith before the tille of .laUo

e chua Ji>lphaaea - there was rellg10uZI trouble bwtween the Jews and 

Saxaarltans for example. The pee .q possibly be Mace. but the 

ertdence 121 too slight to proTe it, concludes Barnes. 

Che,ne tuh that the 01111 poesible background tor this ps. 

18 )lace., sad that it .an, clrcu&stances ot the Mace. rebeilloa 

are not alluded to, it 1s because the psalaists are aot chroniclers. 

IUbm, becOlll1ag eva lIlor. particular, ass1gn. it to the 

occuiOJl of the disastrous t1ght 1& which Judas lIacc tell at 

Eleasa 1n April 160. (I lIacc. 9.1-22.) 

Edoard Konig tee1. that it 1. apparent that thi. "h .... ea

th.mderou. pra,er f.1I Ood'. help (TV.23-26 at oad ot ps.) 10 

directed against external en.tes·, as appears fro. the tOBe ot 

.any parts ot the pe •• but dees Aot believe that it ateaa neces-

e sariI1 fro. the Mace. period. Tak1D.g the VY. 18-22, which are a 

g ••• ral atfinaat10n of faith containing the ahove-quoted "for T~ 

.ake are w. killed all the da:r", he sqs that th1s Bulideatreue 

merely states that the speakera ha"a stood U.D.der the pun1shJlent. 

• 

attendant Upon their true Yahw.h-b.11et, but that it was llot actu

all,. a -religious persecutio.- 1a the sense that the persecutors 

had waated to seduce Israel to Yother religion. Thus the Pa. enWi 

w1th a ring1ag call to God to awak ... and help His peopl. tro. ex

t.rnal attacks, tor the1 outter to reaa1A true to Hill, but D.ot 

aec88saril,. are those attacks SelauCid. 

And so 1t 1. dift1cult to dec1de. Genera1 consanaua agre •• 

that 1t was a tim. or national distress, that Isra.l was sutt.r1ag 

or had Buffered attack, which had 1n.volyed , that 

10 • • son ot fight1ng baok had takoa place w1th God' 8 aid (vv. 5-9), 

aad that Israel was JlOW cr:r1Jlg out tor Ood to lI.d .... her coapletel,. 
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It could be lIacc. - it could possibly refer to other period.a 1& 

Israel's history. Briggs, Barnes, Konig, Butten.leser, Gunkel 

aJld Jass tor the negatiT8 - Graetz, Wellhauaen" Pteltter, Che1D.8, 

and DlJ:ao for the pos1ti'l'8. What shall be the deciaion' 

Ia regard to ps. 74, Briggs calls it a ·prayer of the exilic 

co_un1t,..· Apart trom the glosses, the pe. shows DO eYidenc8a 

of a Yer'J lllte date. The reterence to the capture .t the Temple, 

the setting it on fire and profaning it to the ground, contained 

i. YY. 3-7, beat suit the destruction ot the Temple by the Baby

loni.... A lIacc. editor later enlarged upon thi. descriptio. ot 

the destruction of the ta.ple to .ake it aore appropriate to the 

desecration by Antio.cnua. 

Thu ....... 4b-6 in thi. pass age are lIacc. glosses - in par

ticular the line -They have Bet up their own signa tor signs-, 

which Brigg. adaita refer. probably to the rel1g1ous s:rmbols of 

the Greeks as a supplanting of the Jewish religion. Also, the 

further glo .. in Y. 6, the {~.u.~, which io best translated 

-doors· (and not ·carved work-) , these have been broken op eD. -

which compares with I lIacc. 4038, "and they tound the sanctuary 

desolated and the altar polluted and the door. burned up • • 

Again, v.9, with it s refers.oe to the absence of' mlrac1e and pro-

phecy ~'N ~/;' N.< ·b·,!~ (id -/y!':i.l'/, • 
• Moh 1s usual1,. regarded as evi dence of Mace. times (I Mace. 4s46, 

9127, 14,41), i8 oonsidered a glo ••• SO Briggo dates the po. in 

the vicinity ot 586 BCE, with the hend of a lIacc. editor ahowing 

through in several places. 

Barnes say. that the content ot the ps. is too indefinite to 

justUy the oontide.t stat_at o~ nmm, "ho &S 3erta that ill po. 74 

we have -quit e fll'Dl ground under our teet· in the search for )lace. 

pss . Dlhm. thinks 74 1s the earliest of them, before eyen the Mace. 
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had gaiJled their netories, a8 witness the plea tor p rotection 

in v. 19 "deliver not tbe soul of Tb1 turtle-dove unto tbe w1ld 

• beast" - but atter the lnitlel outrage. of the enaao: bad taken 

place. 

• 

Barnes, how eyer, observes that the psa.la1.st haa just two 

a great slaughter of tbe 

congregations of God in tbe land, v.B, f~ - '~~iJl f? 'Ia~ 
~?~') ; and (a greater calamltT) tbe Temple ball been injured 

There has been complaints to make. 

and profaned. But profaoatlon happened to the Temple oa otber 

occasions than when Aotlochus entered it. Josephus tells the 

stor)' of Bago.es (Bagoas) tbe governor of Judah Ullder &rtaxerJ<es II 

(404-358 BCE), who profaned the Temple b,. forclng hi. wa,. into it 

atter a case of fratriclde b,. tbe high priest Johannes. The Elephan

tine pep,.r1 confil'lll this stor,- and suggeat a date earl,. ln the 

reign o~ .&.rtaxerxea - 80mewhere around 400. 

What was distinctive about the act10n of Antlochu8 was not 

prot'anatlon per a8, but that ha endeavored to compel the Jews to 

take part in worship of zeus. .And Baraes aa,.8 that in ps. 74 

there 1s no clear indication ot the coercion of the Jews to ldolatr,.. 

He concludes that "tbe ps. mar po.slbl,. be liacc., but it • .,-

equell,. well belong to salle earlier period at which tbe T8JlP1e 

.as eneterd by an en.,., but no l's11gious persecution in the literal 

seAs_ was carried out.-

As to who the en8J:lq was, 1s not clear. The word Goy1Ja does 

appear in ps. 79 but not bere. Tbe Boat definit e description given 

of tbe enem,. 10 f;l J , foolish man, or fool, in v.22, and. r- ~,. 

~~~ -/>I • foollaJt>at1on, in v.lS, a tel'lll used in Boelus. 50126 

of tbose who doell in $becb ... , the Samaritans. ·It ia tberefore 

• at least po.slble that tbe en_,. who proganed tbe sanctuar,- were 

the Samarlt8Jas.-

1 
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ArOWld Ps. 79 there does not seem to be an,. greater unan.1m1t1 

of op1n10n. W.R.Sm1th f1nds dlff1eulty 1n aecept1ng a Mace. date 

e f'or pas, 44, 74, 79 on account ot their position in the Elohistlc 

Psalter (pss.42-83), .~eh 1s one of the oldest collections and 

the compilation of wh.1ch he balleT8s must h ave been complet ad 

bet'ore the Mace. age. Be is disposed to refer these three pBS. 

under consideration to the occaaion of the great revolt under 

• 

• 

Artax.rxe. III Ochu. (359-339 BCE) which was suppressed 1n 348-344 

w1th much bloodshed - dur1ng which Jerusalem and the Temple lRay 

hawe suffered 1n the manner descr1bed 1n 74 and 79, Cheyne, 

inc1dental1y. 1n sp1te of h1s predllect10n for Macc. dates. 

agrees w1th the 4th century date ·for 74 and 79, as does Butten-

w1eser. Dri nr quotes Sm1th, however, aa p1ac1ng Books IV and V 

(ps •• 90-150) in the early year. of the Mace. sOl'ere1gnty. w1th 

man)' of the pss. in thi. coll.ct1on b.10ng1ng to the Gre.k p.r1o .... 

and some (113-118. 149) clearly springing out of the enthus1asm 

evoked by the great m1litary Victories ot the )(cc. 

Dr1ver himself tends to accept the Macc. date for this ps. 

but reminds us of the fact that v.6. wh1ch reads l. ~~':l (at; 

-I"~i'r ,,-f l.~~~ '.,-!! .JJ~f!! ~! ~H'; ~f\v p:if:~ f~~ 

Is exactl,. the same Q!I Jerem.1.ah 10:25, with the one change ot 

the word J..i"~f'!' I-- Jobfh ,.. This e~1ther means 1den-

t1ty of authorship. 1. e. that J erem1.ah had a hand 1n tile author_ 

sh1.p of this ps., hence the desecrations spoken o f refer to the 

Babylon1an destruction of 586. and the ps. could not poss1bly 

be Mace.; or it might merely mean that the author of the ps. was 

quot1ng an earl1er master. and 1t might .till be cons1dered lIaec • 

Dt-1.fer concludes -when we bear in mind how apt Hebrew writers 

are to borrow eJq)resslons from their predecessors, we cannot feel 



• 
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the requisite aSBUrance that these sLm11arltles are due to 

1JI.entit1 of authorship.· 

The obj ectlOIl ret'erred to ubo'Y8 in pe. 74 1n relat1.on to 

the lack or purel,. religious persecution, such as Antlochus 1s 

lmo-.n to have instituted, 1s met to a eertain extent here 1a ps. 

79 in the first TerSe - ·0 God, the heathen ( ~:I' ) are come 

into T~ne inheritance- - which seems to suggest that the invaders 

were felt to 'be of a completel,. different religious stock. 

Offered for the Mace. det e is the fact that in I )lace. 7,16-17 

we Elnd a verse from this ps. 79 quoted as" scriptures. Verse ~ 

i. introduced with the word "'JA">":> , and then quoted. Pfe1!fer 
T-

cautiousl,. concludes that the least thlo indicates 10 that the 

oollection (ps •• 2-89) existed before 100 BeE in order for 1t to 

baTe been quot ed ill the Book or Mace. 

Barnes is unoertain, tending to hi. preYious opinion (in re 

po. 74) that 'the lango.age and content are too indefinite to pin 

down ps. 79 - that it might dep1ct an unrecorded Samaritan invasion, 

or eIther of the two recorded Tiolations of the Temple - Bagose. 

oa. 400 and Ptolem1 I of Eg1Pt 1n 320. 

lind Briggs repeats hi. previous belief in a 6th cent ur;y date 

for the original p •• , "hich was later subjected to the influence 

of the lIacc. glossator. 

The last ps. under eonslderat lon. Is 83. This se_9 to be a 

publ10 pr81er against invas10n. The people are pleading with God 

not to be silent in this hour when Isra.el t s enemies are conspiring 

to attack her. Israel i. in danger of ph"sical ext1ncti'on, v.5, 

but there 18 no complaint of profanation of the Temple o.r of the 

suffer1ngs or mart1rs for the sake of God's religion. This tends 

to make several scholars suspicious of the Maec. setting. 



• 
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D.ll:Im. however, speaking ot this pe., sqs with str'11c1ng 

s1Jllp11cit,., "Ps. 83, the contents of which are perfectl,. compat

ible with I Mace. 5, must have be en oomposed aoon atter 165, 

but before the successes of Judas }lace.· In I Mace. 5 we :find 

many parallel. w1th the ps. In v.2 it 1s sa1d that the gentlles 

took counsel to destro,. the raoe of Jacob _ 1n the p •• ,v.4,1t • .,.s 

"the,. hold cratty conver.e against Th,. people." V.3 of the lIaoc. 

aays, RAnd Judas fought aga1.nat the .soos of Esau in ldumea.*, wh1l.e 

the psalmist lists many peoples as the en_,., viz., in v.7 are 

ment10ned ·the tents of Edam and the Iahmael1te., Moab end the 

Hagr1tes." Such .1m11ar1t1es continue all the w.,. through the 

chapter and the psalm. 

sarne., st1ll in d1sagreement, .a,.. that tlle.e parallels 

do ,not point conclusively to a Mace. date. For example" four 

very significant llSlles, listed in the pe., are absent !'rom Mace. 5. 

These are Moab, Gabal, Ass,.rla, and I.malek. These names taken 

together suggest an .arl1e~ date than the Idace, he • .,.s. Again, 

he ram1nds the reader that whUe he achits the occas1on of the ps. 

to be some sort of 1nvasion, he Deed not accept an,. part1cular date, 

because - 'history may have repeated itself frequently on the eastern 

and southern borders of Palestine. Palestine, though not a r1ch 

country. was yet a land of com and wine and oil; such .food supplies 

must have been a perpetual temptdlon to the hungry dwellers in the 

desert-lands to the east and south.· 

Buttonw1eser sums uP his d1scuss1on of ps. 83 b,. s.,.lng that 

even in tone does the ps. differ radicall,. from the M.acc. record 

of the campa1gns of 165-163, as descr1bed 1n I lIacc. 5. Judas an.d 

S1mon are fUled w1th such confidence in the1r own prowess that 

the7 oofy all oppos1t1on and de teat one enemy after another _ 
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while in the pe. the att1tude 1s cr:1ng1ng .. the people are 

described as the helpless pre,. o~ the enElllies, and can seek 

e no other recourse than to implore God -not to look on in silence,- Y.2. 

• 

• 

Aside IrOna the f'our main ones which we have considered, 

there are several other pas. to be noted in passing. PfeIffer 

ofters two very interesting examples of how acrostics have been 

dlscovered as a seans oll dating pss. In ps. 2, ".1-10, the 

acrostic read. J.Ae. (. I Ie 'J' r I "to Janneus A(lexander) 

and his wife" - and 1s in honor of the marriage of' Alex. Jann. 

to Alexandra 1n the ,.ear 103 BCE. Thi. ps. was writtan last and 

was placed at the beg1nning or the collection Pas. 2-89, which 

comprise the first three books, cone1dered b,. P£eif£er to be the 

f1rst edition, lat er fOllowed by the remaining two books. The 

collection 2-89 must have exi.ted before 100 BCE, when we £1nd 

Ps. 79s2f£ quoted as scripture in I Macc. 7.16 tf, as mentioned 

The other acrostic, in pil. 110.".1-4, reads 

(Simeon), and thi., conjo1ntl;r with the contents ot the ps., 

shows the poem to have b gen the oracle by which Simon Maccabeus 

wa. solemnl,. contirmed in the oftice ot leader and high priest 

in 141 SCE. (ct. I Jlacc. 14,41.) 

Then there are 118 and 149, which are thanksgiving pss. 

that m8:f have been 1nspired by the military successes ot Judas. 

And lastly Pfeitfer gives a rather long list ot 14 p.s. which 

may po.sibl,. renect the revival of nationalism and religion 

during the J[acc. struggles - such as 46-48, in which Jehovah 

1s lauded as the deliverer ot Israel; and 66-68, wherein 

Jehovah dlspl8:f8 His providence over the people • 



• 
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So far as coming to an)" general, or even sp eeific con

clusions is concerned, it 1s clear trom all the foregoing 

that this is impossible. We have offered the vie .. s of men 

r ,anling trom one extreme to another; trom CheJD,8, who con

s:lders huge portions or the psalter lIace . , to Butten.leser, 

who considers none of it to be. The best we can do, and that 

is the method which has been followed in this paper, is to 

gather a consensus or opinion on part1cular psalms, then in

vestigate those whieb seem most generally to be considered 

as at least candidates . These have been psalms 44, 74, 79, 

and 83. Wh1le no categor1cal ... ~a,1.ea decision would mean very 

tlueh, it 1s the cODsidered op1.al0A ot the writer , who bas 

talc-ell great Care to present all the arguments against a lIace. 

dating for these four, that there dO appear clea r and definite 

)lace. tendenc1es, at least in. these, it not in other of the 

psalms. 
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