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d~slrous or ~rnetrattn~ into th~ r.~1~1t en t' p ~~ycho1opy~~ th¥ 

gl"nera t10ns which p"'odllcpcl t~,. .... 0T'1or .. Th~"'E' pa tho ... ~ ap ....... "~ch 

a SO'lrce of c: =013, tien ; H5' a rE"~er volr of r/"'lk- ""o"'lf'~ "'f't!')l~ ,. ..... ,.. 

1 t served ;rflr~ lln~oubtedllr ~"nl fold 

and t r 

tht~ analyc:ls . '~lt!rll~l1 P1Tflr. t"'dey - koaf cy.clttni' T"F' 1trl' in l'"I~ny 

tJa~~lltE"~ , '"tn' it.,. 0'''0 ~cy :ru.~t btve bpllflon thr1111ne- tC' t-' "'~f" who 

tit were eY.'Yor,pc to it ornllr.. ~o~,. r"If tt t!" V'Jlv.a.r hU'°\oT , dp~tf'!v"d 

f'nthuses ; so~e l~ ~h"er intellectu·'11 acr""bat1c~ , t .... P '\rind ~f'T:ta1 

f'Y-:'nasttcs 'li'hi~h sattr.flM' the cultu'r1.1 cravL!".~s o!" thr~p . n~ Ii tf',:p.d 

to it . Actu31 y , ~~tojra~n may h~vp bflrn t"'E' -:'ID'y 'ultur'" "'v~11abl£ 

in thfl lives or its listf?l)er~-- cultrJrp , that ir. , in t).~ ~F"'!'"E' i n 

wl:tch that co~:nodttt 15 ('I.rfrrPri today U?ct."'l th·' 1pctu"',a fllat"'~""'" and 

th~ pbbllc roru~ . 
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tOll'll to to\tl1 And 5 P;J'{in"" in MY Ipl , 
u lcnc 

parables ~d p.ror8t1ons ~ wz~ t dee tb urvpyo~ ~f 3U e-ent ~d 

pnterta1~pnt, In t~l~ re~ e~t, ~ 

reas n fnr thp devclop~€nt OC th 'idr ~h ac an rt form was the 

necesslty ftf satisfying tbe need 

nd I'wnt 1 StlOlUl 11"n. Tat th" "1 r r succ .. edFd 1n flll"lllin" 

• t is deed 1s ev de Cf' by the f' ct t 

:1ncency is v~ Ld fnr t~ ""1odE't'"" 1 

And YE>t , Hi ,. .11 ouI Of'Vf VP a.-v 10 

if it- functin "rIO .... e?"el- to 

it, t e pby'ical <kill c" tt u 11"" 

t fit rnlk-f'in er . "'he "lc:"'asb a t 1 y 

entert.in. 

TIl s ,reat h~dy ~f 'lt~r.t re ro 

• 
the J"'. 

e ~tdrash ettc~ t~ ~ P,iVE p.n an r to t" Ij,," unv 

re-erved p culigrly for us? ~ 5 £'r att ted 1 1::: it< 

e9~ence t ,. C"In 1 ti n I?xtf'l~df>: 1:r''' t 

~ are tol- that ~l~fer· Y. i t ~ rp ~ t ~r Ur bpi ~ ~~ 

rotaponirts in a great historical r ce --t~at ~1~ ~ri~ c~-~~ 

p ter"T"1b'"'e 

road t,., ard 9"es stanie goal glp"'", ln~ 

"I i t c ~en 



• 
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pro~a onist. ~nd bpncp 1~ in th~ ~n 1 r 

true t i 10 tooa"--"o =iv~,.o 'I)' t,. 

f t 

ean1.npf'Jll the OUtl'A~~!" ~~ tt]£'y wr-l"f- par ~t1"'AtF'd in f"ovt:Jry :tP'P and 

every clime . r'bpnever tr ublF' occul"rpd, E'Qplf' ~aJ!f'T'ly so,ypht t"ut 

this fCl1nl of f fort, tC' be st!"engthen~d flru..; l"ea""s'Jred. P-ofe~so!' 

Rap, ort tells us: 1 hIn ~ro~ ertty, ppn~l t~ ~av rite .as 

Ha18cha, but in a VP?sity. thp- refrr-po t p ln~ ft adicneXDo<-

itl es, c'nt 1 1. .. s they dcc-

and cor ola l~ , tn-ti'1inr f i~~ 1n 

Pl"otpctlon. " 

~t t~eTe 1s a TPreruisite t ~ e er vitl~n ~~ c~~~~'~~1~ 

fr 

he a ~'urce of c' rprt. It i~ ~ t b 

need tr .. t tn(" ·'1r 1' ~h .rIo' l"'fld lntn r'1'1 

Y', t "'. t f'olo!'y ,...r thp 

J ish th.olo~-- he. th~~e 1· 0' it. ~ acholtir8 claim that 

tbere 18 no such thing &8 a JewiSh tbeo1ogy. and 80me go £urther to 

saj' that the llabbls were C.ot cr.pab1e of dneloping one. -<Interior. 
2 and LoewG, in t.heir ldlthology, conclu.dlU • • • • it ct.n hardl,;y .be said 

1 
P. paport. r. - "Tal.s qd .'",,1:0. F'r 

2·onteflore, C.C . and Lowe, H. - "A Rr.Lbinlc Anthology", pp . 5 and 596 . 
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that the rabbis touch upon the JW)r8 meuph,ysieal aepeets of the 

dJ:,in8 unity. The h.<.bbh .ere no theolo iane. ibey had no trli.inlng 

in philosophy." And the ea..e. once agai::: ".,ut the hab1.ie did 

thsir beat witt the res urees available. ~heJ were not philosophers. 

they could not tbink phi 060phically. the. lacked a philosophical 

vocabulary, and their a dience.a co posed of 81~ple ~en ••••• lf 

Vie think of theeo ra1.bi "6 GaIYationists (evangel ete) rather than 

aa trained tb80lo iana, ViS can, perhaps, make alloViancee for their 

... rough-he n ~ thoda." 

~ttodly, the te~ "theolocy" 1. not «Lkotly & Je.ish 

clf.tegory and hence not •. trictly a"p11c ble to the -idr"eh, because 

in Judaiaa ~ere 1s no tard and ~&6t eet of LeI1efs. no dogrua. DO 

catechlam. 'lbere fs .n:-..ther. sqe Dr. t,lonl kyl .. a core and 

nucleua of belief, d then... 14",,1 circle of optional beliefs. 

lbsre 1. a cboice .. and & sanae of hUmor in regard to the selection 

of 1:>&8io prinoiples. .~ Jud4i t ~er is a great. bUlLOr - and 

~ there are no horesj trl Ie for !a1~ure to bellaTe.- 1hus. in the 

st.rioteat sense, it is rue that tbere is no ell-defined and 

inviolable Je lah thuolQgy - ~at thi. ie & category of though~ 

~poacd fro~ .ithout. 

Yet tbere 1s & core, and thi. core ia the belie! 1D God. 

ler&.el. and 'lorab. ITOlil this trlnltaribD nucleuB, thex..:: is 

de'eloped the reli ion ~f Ju~iam, _hieh, cs _&8 aid before, 

and will be s.u.d again. ie .. general ach~ of .. philosophy of 

IZlOni&8ky, h. - Lecture at Je.iBh Institute of eligion, Nov., 1942. 
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history leading to a ~sianic gObl. 1beology b~ond this is not 

illlj)or1.ant. OUt of this £6Der .. l 8ch_ of history, out. f tbis 

beliaf in the progress of nLnkind to ord eventuLJ civilization, 

C~de the el~nt of consolation, o~es ~e re1ief and the reD~eu 

• atr"ngth to continue tb suuS( le. 
• 

e find this oonoa ,1. of Je6i b theology sUA&ed up in one 

passage (2313)1 • 

• 
After twenty-six generations tbe holy One, blessed be he, 

looked 020eoly at H~B ~or~d to aaocrt.ia what it had yielded, 
and found it full or .ster in ater. ( ieked people in a 
wick~d enTLr ~ent.) lbe Qnoration ot Fnoat a8 ~&~dr in at~r. 
The Gonarat1on of Spa Flood ~&S .uter in ater. ~h. Generation 
of the Di8p~r8ion &s •• ter in htcr. bo He brought cutters to 
cut it do~; kS it saye1 '1he ~rd ~Lt en~Lroned a~ the flood' 
(Ps. 29:10). he saw a single rose-coloured rlo.ar, to .it, 
Israel. Fe took it 6IId s_lled 11. nen He gt>YO thu the ~en 
C01l:&.IldJuent.a, and liiB 15pirits were cli.l",ed ruen t .e, said. 
, e .ill do and e ~ll h~' (~. 24:7) . Said the hoJJ One, 
blessed be J.e. 'llie orcho.rd shall be s .. ved on account of thill 
flo er. For th~ s . e of the ~orah bnd of larael the arId 
sha.ll be ea"ad.' 

~ia refereo's is to cl,ll;,ter and paragraph of both F,om =01. era 
(Vilna) edition of the drasL h~b\Qh in Fs<re ; and the &oooioo 
edition 1n English. All future refe enoes in this ap_r will be 
si~larly given. It is fortunats that the enapter arrQUgeroonts 
in both the J.ebre. o.nd. .Dgl1ai dit, onn .... s 1 entic • .!. 
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l?or the rue of the 10rab ",,,1 at ler .. el, Cod .ill .... Te the 

world. ThUD is ~ e Jewish trinity e~ed up in one crownins 

passage.. \b1e...,;y Bound ... t firet . exir"",ely ptl.rticul.ariBticl 

yet if Tined 1n the 11gb"t of "bOLt is known to be the ILOst 

generoue uniTaro&l.i"", of the ... siglo ide&l.. there com be founn 

1n it nothing objection..ble. This 1e ~erely an aeGi~nt of & 

role in history to lernel and 1orah. 1bea8 two are God· s factors 

in the completlon of the final product, which ie a perfect world • 

1heee are 1t$ortant tools and it is natural that the ..... tisan sbOlUti 

r ondl e then.. 

'Il:.iB oJ e&rning fo~' Bocia..l Utopia, e rea Q: ~ .. it as iD tbe 

~etkpbor of the .aasi~ , has al.aye preoecu»1ed the ~ ~_iah con­

sciouenese . 'Ihe stat,",-,ent of • J> 'N.t. ---<.J.> r;, - the Kingdom 

of God - is no /I;Ore or l""B than an at 1 ....... 1;1on tbi<t .. I. tbe end 

at t~, Gotl, together with tna h= tamily ... llie oo- ,"orl<ere. 

would succosd 1n oraating an era ~erein the propbetic itlaals 

..ould come to fruition. lhasa pl rae aD , the JUngdOlll of God, the 

end of days. tbe Age at ths .... Bs111h . Wld otters. QJl b .... r powerful 

te .. ti:Lon:r to the tr ...... ndoue 8anee of hietory poas ........ d by the 

Jew. The Je.lab God 18 a God ot Ei.~ory. aboTe 11 a18e • 

..... Dr . B&ron 88,ys.l 

"lbe historical baa1e or Judai8lll hUB long oeen 
recognized by Je.tsh and Chri8tian theolo i&D8 • •••• 
F,an&m1 Coben •• clearlY concehed • • the doJD1l1Wloe of: 
t~ in tbe eraelitio conception. 'lor the prophets' 
b .. decl&.rad, 'tbe earth r.,nd the unlTer.e &re "l.most 

I barcn, 6 . _ "Soolal and hellgioue History of the J 8", I~l, pp. 4-O 
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WhollY concentrated upon 1.1_ ••••• 11. 1s tbe dnd ot cays, 
th .. infinity ot ti£e, with bicb the;> overc ...... the anti­
noQiee in apace' •••• 

Irom Protestant thoolol:iana ono l:dgbt quote, for 
~ple, R. ~ttel.l'a enthuBl~Btio oomment on the enduring 
ark nf '-OaBe: 'Eistory b&& here beoG118 Revelation. :.nd 

ae long &s Isr~8l liTed, its religion re~ined linked up 
with it" biat.ory and ita hiatory ith ItB religlon. 
Hi.tory ia, indeed, the 'ork ct God and the B~rema 
religious QXPurience.'· 

And &0 we ahall 41» into thi8 ~dra.h, LOTitlcus Eabb~, 

wi tb an Oje 1.o ...... d S8lII;lling "nd an&lyzing the Ra1;b1n1c conco»te 

of God, lsrael, and :'or~ - how tl:.ey tit together to tor a 

»ertec1. abining ma811e aimed Gtr&1ght at tbe Eoal of hiatory, 

the en or time. } lstory alone ie t • »roc"ss ..-b1pli ... 11l. unify 

God' 8 name, lIhich ,,111 =ke!liJlt e in the tJ..e to co""'. liiatory 

al.one yall~atos and =kee, ot t egret claim ot the people 

Ierael, .o_thing nae;aiticent and tr&.naoen4enta1 rath .. r tLan & 

fal.e" brag :&<1.0010. History alone wIll -....ko cl~ the Ir.a' nl ng 

of the 'lorah, 'IIb1oh i8/tbe nJ"") /" (, , tho oornerstone 

tit oementing the »80»le to its God bOd 1ts goal. 

Ood, Israel, and. :torah - linked topther by the closest 

t1ee of -traction, and naniteatine a tander intiD&Cy bleh' 

kept. Rabbinic religion liTing and .. arm - are the triad at 

the core ot Judei..... TI!us in Exodua P ... bbah 33.1 .-

Can there be a sal.e in Which the Beller 1Ielle 
hi~elf .. long with tbe obJect he Bella? God &aYe, 
'I • lei. you ~ ~ore.b, and witb it. I, "0 it ere, 
aold ~.el1'.' 

'lbe t ter iB like a kine Who hac an onlY dlWgbter. 
and lUlother king BOught ber and rot har in Jr.Bl"riage. 
The father aaid, ';;;y daughter 1B an only child, 



• 

• 

-8-

I oannot b e ..arteo. from her. on yet to 8tq to 01 ou. 
Do not take her aw~. is a180 not possible. for abe 
i. your ~ite. ~o~. therefore, thie kindne8s; 
Wh1~.oever you go. prepare t r me a o~er. 
that I ~ dweLl with you, tor I ca not for Bake 
IJq d&ughter.· 

40 God £SJB to larael, '1 have given you ~ 
iorah; I cannot be 8e~atod Crow her; yet I cannot 
8&V to you, Do not take hor; therefor.,in overy 
plaoe -wrhither you go, make ltolSl a bOUSEI, wherein I 
~ dwell . ' 



• 

• 



• 
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ibo God of' Ierhel is a:.. uu.G.nlzed uod. 1:" dew"de nothing 

of -.. whiob bo i8 not repared to per1'or .. firat hi ..... elf'. In 

spi~e of bis many aweso.~ and tsrrify! description. - &s a 

god of oar and tbunder, of "",untain orage fU1d lightning bolt _ 

be is nevertbeless not Giuixotic or d nding, dee otic or 
1 unreasonable, as earthly z:.onarcLa orten are • 

In contrast to s~tl ~ rUler s the ~eri 1 Caesar, for 

eT&mpld, who i 8ues ordE~8 for t oe8 10 biro, Ihlch he bill;se11' 

does or d08s not ObBerY~ occordl to bis su~raL~ _biAay, 

God conaiders htoBelf lth nan e~UBl17 subservient to the "",ral 

and pllysic .. l la s of th •. uni veree. this is ot a demeani of 

God. but &n elevatloD 01.' 1IlWl, 

oft-repe ted Je lab dee rine. 

the obaerTGnce of thcSQ lAWS, 

(35.3) 

ich is Quite conson nt *ith 

od makes l .... s 1'or goda, and in 

n beoomes truly rod-like. 

lAll through the :adr .. atl, one of tbe ""'at pOjlUlur f1 ur~s of s.,e ch 
is tbe comparison ltb a king - wto 1a "",st usuallY tbe Ronan ~ 
paror, a personality dCl ~1ating the eoene of Jewish history and 
cooa"qucntl:t ;.~/Z ~'...;...( ,£. ...... 10-.- f.. •. ~ .L. J,.......~.t r--' 

do .;.... J( I I . " ..;. "- />-.. J-. .. -
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r.~bbl leaz6r obserYeda It Ie the any of the 
WQ1·l.d that when &. lUOrt.c..l ki issuos -.n order" 
then if' he rleheo to ." ecu~o it he doe8 aD. 
but it not then h~ ult.1= ly h .... it perfo=ed 
through otL.ere. 
fJ.be JiolJJ One. blessed be Ee, ho.over, 18 Dot 
80, but Le iv8ues ~ decrde and E1&ae1f per£oras 
it :tirat.. 
'lhua, f'or eJ-BJl..ple, . it. Ie .. rltten -'lbou shalt 
ria. up before th~ hoary head. and honor the faoe 
of the old 1IlIill. and thou shalt fear thy God: 
I .... the Lord." (Lev.H,3<l). "I am the Lord" 
,....."a. 1 "'" J~e who _a first to c .... ry out the 
prece~t of rising before an old~. (Cod 
stood before AbrtlluuA W'hen the l .. tt .. r e .oak 
through c1rcuncieion. Ban. l£b • 48:7) 
I.enc8 it SIlYS.· IE:.;:r.." sur' (Lev.2o,3). 
(thnt is. those etatut 8 t t. I ~8.1f ful:t111.) 

d Is called in the pr&;Ter- Dol< .,; ;., Ii 1'" /!Jhf..pt,., ;;. 
~o" "i>' f - 'gr"cioua .... d .... cif'l.l God. long-auf'fering 

and tilled with J&r;rcy· - &.nd tbeae b 1 !ppni zed. poa1t1To attri-

but.o are .. 180 aecribed to him 1n our J.iJ.drllab. 'lllis God of the 

prayer-book and. of the .;idrasl - .... citul. good, and strictly 

e Just - Is not the God of -A~nidBB. Wbo reJect.s all positive 

a tributes in favor of D~tiTe onee. The God of the £8 mbam 

18 for intellectuals &Dd ~St1CB, to be apperoelTed Uhrougb 

Gnosie and n atien. Fo~ ordinary man. Beeking a God t.o relieTe 

doubts, to assuage pain,. to 'ban-ah despair, we liOUut turn rather 

to the other. 1.0 the more &.ntbropo"""'rpblc. if you will, to the 

man-proJeoted and not the god-proJeoted. God. 

The f'irBt quality of this God f"or bun.De 18 that of marcy. 

(29.3) 
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Judah 80n of h. Nabn*n opanod bis dleoourse with the 
text, • od is gone up omJ.d shouting, the Lord amidst 
the eound at ~e horn." ( .47.6). 
When the HolY One. ble88~d be •• ecende &nd sits 
upon the Throne at JUdgment, Bo acends i tb Intent 
to do (strlot) Judgzent. hat Ie t e r 80n for this 
st.&tement? "God is gone up omJ.dst sbouting." ('lbe 
word Zloh1lll is ...idr shic~llY j-l<8n to describe God 
in His attr ute at Justice.) 
liut en larael take their leorne &nd blow tlIlIlD in 
the preaenoe ot the ~olY ODe, bl Bsed be lie. He risea 
rro the throne of Judgment and elta upon tlIe Throne 
at e:roT - for it is ."Xl Usn, ' he Lord amidst the 
sound of the horn.' (lbe ebr !ertogr ton la 
taken to describe Cod in hie ~ttribute at _sr07.) 

e ie t1 led .. 1 th oo_esion 'for thlll1., taking pi 1.7 
upon th nnd cbb.nging tor them the Attribute ot 
Juetice to cns of ~rcT • 

In a dit1cn to marc7. there 18 the ~ua11ty of Justice. 

(24.1) 

IGen.F."bb. 12.15 - llill LOllD GOD (....uE Ei>li11! JJir 'In). nla 
nay be co ~ed to a king wlho t.&<!. 80_" empty rlwosea. Sud tha 
~ing, 'It I pour hot w~ter into th~. th~ will burst; 1£ oold, 
tha-r Ul contract (and snail).' hat thea d..ld the king do? lie 
mixe Lot..nd cold ... ter and poured it into th_, .nd they r __ ne<l 
unbroken. ETen 80, sald tlIe Iioly One. blessed be lie, 'If' I cr .... te 
the orl<1 on the basis f' mercy alone, its sins will be gr~tl on 
t~e baale ot Justioe alone, tho world cannot e1iat. Ii~nce 1 will 
create 11. on the basis of' Juatioe and II1I!rc7 • .nd'-B.3 it then stand! 
LOBD.- ADOXAI - refers to God under his A ttrlbute at _drcy 
GOD - Er.O}1l.ll -' •••• • Justice 
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• 

• .L>ut the Lord of lioato h !ted through JU.1.ice" , 
(le ... l~ 5,1 l . 
It. .... 1.&ught. E . <-i_on b. Yohai ai4. hen 1s 
the na!Ile of the lloly ODe, b1es88 be Ea , IIsgnified 
in Hi. world? en He executes Justice on tho ~cked • 
.And he !lns ~ text. to au art lria etat ...... nt. in­
cluding the ~eBent '1.811. 

And 1n acditiol> 1.0 the characteristic8 of fA rOT and Juatio". 

there 18 the Qoditlona1 Qu~11ty at .00dn888, which 18 aesi&nad to 

God . 

(11:1) 



• 

• 

-14-

. ... urely God ill Good to 18 ..... 81. yen to su.ch aa are 
~re or heart" (~8.73.l). 
ou JM1ght bav .. thour,ht (God 1e 004) ~o alII :..crlpture 

theretore decl~a8. -to Buch as are e ot beaJt-, 1.e. 
hOB hSQrt 1~ Bound (bar!) In 11.. attachmant to divine 

p ecapt •• 
·~o KOod. 0 L<~d. unto the good·. (Ps.125.4) 

ou oJ.gh1. bav., thought to alII ... orlpture .. rerore 
deolures. ·Y ..... to th that o.re uprlglo1. In their hOlartS.·(lb.j 
·lb. Lord i. lI;ood. Ii st.roD(;hold io the da.Y 01' trouble.' 
(. UlA l17) • 
);ou mlght Julve, tho 1. to alll [ioript s thererore 
declare •• 'Yo" he ~ sth tham that trust in E -(lL.) 
·.be Lord ls e·ood unto tb_ that &it tor liu...· (~312~) 
YG :d 1. Vt, tho t to &111 wOr.iptur8 er .. rore 
declare •• ".0 the soul tha 8 him' lb.) 
·,he Lord 1 •• dgh unto all that call ~on n~.· (Pa.145,18) 

ou I;l1t MV .. tho t to all, uor tvr8 tbere!ore 
decl .... " 0 all t 1. oall 1Qon Jl1JD. in Uuth.' (Jb. ) 

God 1a tor the lo":b" a.n4 th 

poor. Coot.rar;y to eartl:.l;y Judgea. 

ek. th _le and the 

o t1p tho 8c&1e or Justlce 

In the direotioo or the rioh. 4 Who aT tbereb,. guiJ.t,. 01' the 

prophets' ddnuncla1.1on. God is a rair Judgs. taklng under hi • 

proteotlon thoss poor eoUla otherwise ne Iected. 

( 312) 
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It io furthdr rittan, "60r no bath not d.a~i.od 
nor abhorred the lowline •• of the poor. · (Pa.22:25) 
!he ullUlll exp<lrienca ia. ~ 0 ""'" go afore a Judge, 
ona of thttJli poor and tho oth.u- rioh; to.arda wbOlll 
do .... the JUdge turn hi. face? I. it not towar". the 
rich 1WlD? Eut. hare, ·lie bath not bid Ili. face from 
hili:.; but whao h .. cried unto lillo, lie };aard.· (ibid) 

In anothor ai~ar p&s34ge, by a ty~ic~l ~dra.hic do~ice 

involving .. tranBpoeitlo,n of letters, one of the words in tJ:e 

textual ver.o undor diseuasion 1. taken to r fer tc the poor, 

and .a read thAt God sUlnds at tbe riillt band of the needy, 

ready to r .. ",ard or punh» ...... h ".,., a oordina to the 1ZDIln&r in 

whicb O&Ch 

(34.11) 

tr_tao the povert -atricken. 

R. ~ohen ex ... oundedJ -b.ecause , ..,. n because 
(ya'lLIl ub~ 'an) th.~ rejected J.1ne ord1naJ!(,,"· lLev. 26,43) 
:ia'an i. the same ... 'an1' (po r) 1 
R. Abin obsorved. Tho poor""" otands at your door, 
and tho HclY Ono, bleBsed bo Ho, atande at biB right , 
aa it ia ltten, "Docaueo he otandeth at the right 
band of the noudy" (Pe . 109,31). If you givo bill; 

lE e bruw;7,"- ,,-,,;;,,<;:: -:;r."c:.-,:liY:v"'it'?r;;;ati:h.e;";p"'o:Oe;'!!"'it"l!-;o;;,,:-;o;lt.-,l;o;et t ers. 
The ho 11; 18 that roJeotlon ot tbe poor 1~d8 
to reJ etion of the ~orGh . 
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.. "",athing. reflect ..mo atanele .. 1. hh right. tLat 

.ill gh .. you raw .... d. and 11' you do not give h1.m. 
anyth.l.ng, re1'lect that n who etanele at hiB right 
.ill ""lIish you. 

An interesting comr,ent on t ia f"ondne •• for the hapless 

and tha domtroddan is fOUlld in a long pae88jle ohieh eho B God 

&1 • ...,,& tald.ug the aide of tl:e unfortunate. III ex.,ouDding the 

text "And God aBeket.b that icb 18 pur.ued· (Eocl.3,15), tha 

Agadiet give. IIBIIY =plea of people and even ..uimaJ.a who were 

~"u.d and ersecutod. and for that; vor,r reallOD ere ahosell by 

God for 8peci~ .,roteetion and dietillctioll. The pa8sage reache .. 

a oliux ill the deaignatioll of Iarael lUI .. slIecial .ard of the 

Lord, beca.use she too has been op,preaaod and ,pursued. To select 

but a .,arti all of this pas~el 

(27,5) 



• 

• 

-17-

:.loses WIlS pursued by Pharoah, and ths HolY on", 
blossed })e Bu, cbose ;,.,;,0.8&. as 18 proyad b¥ the t81"t. 
"Had not -o80B His chosen .~ood before Him"(?s.106:23) 

Dayld .... 6 pursued b,y :.auJ., and the ho1,y one, 
blaOGed be B .. , chOBe DaTid, I1tI i8 proTed b.Y the 10"",1., 
"lie choose "Lrtd lUao Hie servant" (Ps.'l8:'10) 

Saul aa jNrsued b.Y the 'hil18tinea, and the holy One, 
ble eed be Hf!). chose baul. as 1 t sa.,ya, 
"bee ya him lrhom the Lord hath chosen" (1 ::.am. 10124) 

Iar .... l arEI pursued by ths nations, and the Lord 
cho .. larael! aa it snys, "And the Lord bath chosen 
thee to be Ela own tre sure." (Deut.14.2) 

'!be relat.iona~p 1: et eec ....., and od 18 e.l &,y ... very 

intricate on! cOlliplex on.e, Whio pioneers 1n b'lDen t.hought baTe 

eTer att8liipted t.o penetrate and forlllll..late. ClJ.r rai. 1& .ere no 
cosmio 

exception to th1e.curioe1ty, and in l.'I&Ily pl""es did hint at what 

they thought the equation gilt e,' 1. at e lltJ.ance probablY 

.as Which kept ~ and God in equtllbri~ 'Ille delicate Weight., 

the <Wt.o t !Ulcrum on lch the relationship reB ted ~S the lorah. 

It .,.s aa sll1iple BS that.. ihe !orah outlined nan's duties in 

this world, anc 1n ret~ for obedience to the 

p',,/C , t.o the relislouB obligations and good deede, In ret;urn 

for this obedience, Godau.t.ained life for 1I&Il. i'hu. there _&8 a 

JW.tual servioe. a oooperllLtion. Life could not Bustain itself. 

ithout. God' .. &Bsht.enosl and t.t.ie "Bebtance would not be forth. 

ooming unl .... B nan llTBd -,be life allotted h1Jr. aocording to I.he 

inJunotions and prescrip"ions cOlltained in the ~orWl. 

(2811) 



• 
li ad a8&111; 

-18-

n. Lovi s .. 1 ~1: In return for the utlwst t.hat. /r.all 
oan do in t 1 18 Jorld in tbe pe l fo~ae of religious 
duties and ,ood deeds , it is enough for them that 
the liolY Ob~l, ble8sed be lie, 0"""Se8 the sun to shine 
1:or then., aD 1 t sa,., Il" e sun &lao ria*th. and the 
Bun gaeth do.n. · (Eccl . 1:.) 

rab is ,1& d. 1n return 1'or the utaao.t that the 
righteous a(~eve in this world in the performance 
of rellgioW!i duties and ga<>d d8 ds . it i. enough for 
them that Uta Eoly one, b18. Bed be He, ren ..... their 
countenanoe lil<e the diak of the sun, ". it &a¥sl 
• But they Ul&t love lii. be as the 8un when he goeth 
forth in l1i$ et.re th. " (Jud . 5,31) 

,hus the vi .... 1s gi von that the torah sustains lite, and 

• at oourse, the iu.pl1cat.!,on is prosent, that the IIIOst fruitful 

type of' human. la..bour., ilr labour in tho ~or~. etud;y of ~orah. 

preoccupation .,1t.h God's word. AIId yet , in this very sau.8 

pas.age, ,'here ,..e ore told that per <>ruanoe 01' the ...A 11.1,. 
co clJLe.Dts., gu.&.ra.Iltees life - in this ~ passage, aOILe 

anon.YJliOUs rab1.1 r""lnda us of tho Vet'sa in 8001001 .... tes (1:3), 

lIherein all l ... bour 1& deacribad a. merB vanity. l1.s pliesage 

then riDge i th the v oloes 01' Jo.8l\Y Bcholars trying t.o explain 
• 

haw t.his general Ju~t 1" not .. p ,11ca1;le to labour in the 

-

• 
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vineyard of the iorah. 

(28.1) - (earlier in paBS&£. Just previousl. quotdd) 

h ......... e1 b . ~r.mr.nl ateted, ihe SGges intended to 
stors a·ti</ til .. Doole or clbelutes because they 
found in H 1<1 ..... s that 1 aDed to ard heresy. They 
aiad. Ghould ~.olo""'n hLve \It tered. the rollowing: 
• ... bAt profit ~ .. th ....., or Lll h1e labour?" This 
lllie;ht. imply, JUght It not-;-that lab ur in the stUdy 
of the iorbh .r .... &1so inolu4e4? 
On the other !:land, thuy argued, if he had aaid 
'of .u.l lr.bouZ·· and luft it at thr.t, we llilght h"ve 
thought thr.t ~Ie =1. to include .. 1 &0 labour in the 
study of th .. 10rah. bo"ever, he d06S not 88,Y this, 
but ·of 1111 ~labour8·, 1JLpl,Ylng that 1t is in l!!! 
own labour thLt.lllli.ll finds no prOfit, but that he does 
find profit illl the lab ur of etudYing "orab. 

Having thus established the fact t1:;at the "exua betwe n 

God and -.n ill lorr.h, BIl.d tbat application to the prea"..,ts af the 

~orah Ie not VIAlli t,y and striving after .rind, &II are eOlllO hw.an 

pur.ults. tbe F~bbla than went for<r.rd to e tabllah another great 

truth - a dio-wm wblch. in a '''lDce, is oven Ji.Ore prof"ound than 
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the one ot~ted ~_iately above. 

~te ;"Lgea roalizlOd .,i th de iI iedOlll "",d Wlderlltand1!lg 

tha.t, it 10rah sustains life, then the converae 1. equally true, 

and li1'e la oBcesaa.ry 1.0 susta.iD the 'lorah. • It. 1s o,,",ond the 

aoope of tbie PIlpor to elaborate on this lIlO.t oardinal lIOint, 

_cept t.o !liBntion that tbare is sLated in tb .. p .. seage about to 

be 01 t.ed thebaaiu them .. of .r",,1ah philosoJ/by ..."d ethics - the 

~tit ot 11fe-idoalimh .. - be a 

people with a streng, vigorous, atfir t1 lit joy in living. 

Yee, lite 18 nacesoary 1.0 8ustain 'lorah, cl ev D God Ei.naseli If 

for witb.,..t. life there is no Go • a nce 0 exists not.without 

IIIIUl to ad..::.i.re nd. at. H1.m. ro .e .0. t a inter-play 

God auatuning lit .. and lila ueta1nl .... Ood. In a 1apidar,)' 

p"8sa,ge it 1e ahoorn hOll God r na in tho orld onl./ through 

the reproduction of children Who will go to the ochools to 

stud,)' His ~orah • 

\ 
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If tb .. re will be no li1:U .. children, thore 
ill be no pu¥ilB; if tb re ill be no pupils, 
~ere ~ill be DO scholars; if there ill be 
no scholt.n., tl:are will be no 'lorah-study, 
if there .i11 be no .or&h-atudy, there .il1 
be neither Bynago~es nor h~u.e. of study. 
U there ""'0 no syruogoeuas nd hou.,,& ot at. d,y, 
the lioIy O<le, bleseed be lie, 10111 Dot perm t 
Bl& Sohecbi,nab to abldo in thu world. 

The probl ... ot evil. is at the vary heart of all discUBsioDa 

about Cod, 

at God? It 

d cannot bel avoided 

e la 11 ~od, ho~ 

ere. ilAt 1. the inner nature 

008 Ie oount~O&nce evil? "ob'. 

questioning a ne er Elen ural y t , and tb ... answers or attempted 

ana.er. to the rep"",ted challeng,a co...,rlse the illole ranss ot 

rel1g10uB .1108;>bY. all the . f'r<mi. co~l.t. 8X.one.ra:tion or 
God d01ll1 to trenale'" cotldemna.tian ot ':04 .... n . 

s~ philosophers ~ ve ana erad that evil does not axist, 

there have held that in 

the od- lI4n good- evil eQ,uv.tion, -., .. lone is the evil cr_ture • 

lout theae . u,e Vlell as tl::Jre evil- denier_, 8omehow a481iJ, as J'ob I B 

triends, t.o be att8ill;lUIlIg to so,Ye God in the plU'adax, and &ra 

doing 80 at the ~pense of ann. hi. i. neither h6roic nor jus t . 

In var10us parts ot: the .oidrl1sh , &8 .roll as &al through the 

ll1'ayer-book , tLare is ""other pos.,il1ty offered. This 1s the 

.olu~ian of the 

eTil Which ..re battling tor control or the universe. There 18 

aClliething at the &.lIC1ent Porsi..., 111111118 in this m<plaru.tion _ 

yet tIlere is ."",et ... ing ~rend Lad t1 tanio in 1 t.. end eo=t.h j ng 

allLost to Bta&ger tl:c 1 aginaUon, .. '1 en ors azine the i pllcations. 
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~ 1e a gro ing, not a full.grotIII foroe for good, and in 

tbe tremendous orld-etruggla, God is th~t pOder for goodne.a 

8ventuelly destined to triU2ph, but requiring additional help 

in order t ensure the victor$. ~e neo8s&ar, additional strength 

IWst COl1<. frCllO the partner of God, "ho is Li&Il. There ie an 

inner di.leotic in tbe very ~ture of the odbead. Which le~ve. 

!lim not alJ-po erfuJ., and requires Hu. to battle just .... ferpciously 

GS llia awDllcs crwature ~in.t tbe ov~he~ng dvil in th~ 

universe. 

At timos I. 8t:1&.i8 to be 1D Ohaine. i.t.i.pr1soned. togother .i th 

liia ,people. om l!e is po erlCl8D to help on certain occ&;..siona. 

There ia a pas ge in I/>menu.t.1ona I.abblih (Pro .... 3<l)& 

• ~b. .ora 'W'b.iab came t "oreJ:d8h from tho 
Lord" (Jer.<lO,l) • 

... 1. wr.a tJu.t wordf God .... ld to Jerem1 ah, 
• It thou reroaineet here. I 111 go with the", 
into captiVity, and if t ou .00 .. 1. with th ..... 
I wl11 re~n here.' spake berore Bi~, 
'~overeign of the Diver.e, if I Co witb th ..... 
~t good can I do tor them? 50 1st their 
King, their Creator, go with th ... for He 
oan do th8lll ,"",eb good.' 1 8noo it ie .ri tten, 
".After that Xebuz .. radan the captain of the 
guard had let him co ••• being bound in chains" ( 1 bld) 
F. Aba .... id. It it ie poasible to ."Y ao, both 
He and Jeremiah were bound in ahaioa. 

'fa notice the taoit ..omission or lna1:ili ty to altar the 

situation, thbt the beet God Otin do i8 hCCO~ liis p~ople into 

exile, and there uttempt to alleviate as _eh of their euf1'ering 

as possible. or, in another passage, ~itten at about the BbmB 

tim" Wid conoerning the same events, God is depicted .... der&.ted 

and weeping bitter tears of lamentation over the rate or His 

• 
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elect. lD ~ IlJobb. (Proa .. 2) .. 8$8 • w .. aping and a 8011t.ury 

Oodl 

The or n !::ribas .ere exiled, Wld he bai!B%l to 
la.cant OYer the..;;., -hear ye t.b.l8 .ord which I 
take up ror u lamentAtion oyer you, 0 b use 
of Isr&~l· (baDS 511). 
but ~hen Judah and ~enJ~n were exiled, the 
lioly One, blessed be He - it 11. i8 poss1ble to 
e~ thia - declare • ' Q longer b&v~ I ~ba 
8 rsngth to lw:r.ant over them.' Uonoe 1 t is 
.rittan. -CUll for the mourning o~n •••• and 
let the make hasta, and t..lre up a .uJ.ling for 
us, that our eyes ""-y run dam wi tb 1. ....... , and 
our ay lids g Bh out .tth at rs." ( er.9,lc,17) 
It la Dot Itten her 'for tb 'bUt 'ror us', 
i.e. tor ;t, and th ..... 
It i. not written here 'that th ir Bjee aay run 
d.OW'tI \Oith tears' ut. 'our yea'. 1.e. J.iD8 and theirs. 
11 i& not. written here-'-and their ~elide gush out 
... ith .. r..ter ' but. '.2!:!! ay lids', I.e • ..u...ne and theirs. 

50 O<>d cries for hi. exilad tribes, crie8 to ether nth hie ~eople. 

'lb. habble BfQ'1 God "*y be likened to a king 
who bad twelve Done, ot h~ two died. He began 
to console hllllseU "ah the ten. ~ .. o ,..,re died 
and he beg .. n to consol .. 1.iJl,aelt with the sight. 
1wo more died and ha began to con801e hlmseU 
wi th tho six. :rwo ,..,re died £.nd he bsglUl t.o 
oonsole himsel! with tbe four. .wo UDr~ died 
and be began to coneol~ hi:aolr itb tho t~o. 
ut :ten they had &11 died, be beg"" to lament 

OYer them, °liow sittetb Bolitar.r° l~l.l) 

~hl" 1& iod .. od an unusual .,ic ture or 

t .. 1.10D in the 1'""" ot continuing &D~ at&lmerin8 .Til. 
'!hU8 ... 1. t1aes God is put in ohaine aa a syJObol of lila 

f1nltud .. , 8its lamenting with the protesaioDul QIDSrs as a 

sj,.bol ot Eia helplessness, or i. otherwise presented in 
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v .. rloue _t..phora indlc"UvB of nis l...:k of' =ipot.enco. llmt 

i-a w111 1I1ILrgil tr:lllJ!lllhnnt, lJo. ever, 1& the rill6ing .... st:rtion of' 

the ""Bsi ..... l0 phr ...... 

'On that flJoY Cod wIll be On .. ""e 1:ia n"",a .111 bd One." 'ihls h 

the real menn:1n;;: of' the un1ficatlon of Cod'. rlQb> - 11. is a 

proooss in tilL4 &.lid s.,...,e, in history, of • Cod growing, strubt;ling, 

surging fONard with the hoI;> of herol0 u.an to make P.1n.Be1f' cno 

in the uni vurBo. to int~gr .. to man wi tl! God. ~hlB 18 tile goal 

or history, ef' r to a1::cva. ~hlu 1s e 4Ud1" .... hlc i.nterpr .... 

tation of' th" oon«uoBt of ev11. 

Cod ht.s no hap lnesG 1.0 1.1.1 'or1d, Just fl.. tho rlghteollG 

on8a. Eia people 15r~el. hb.ve no b6.;:.?1ne8e. Only in the 'l.i.J:.e to 

COlO8, whon the atruc;;le .ill bca over WId the victory co"p1"te. 

when evl1 wIll have been con~uered. .....iwllated. integrated l.oto 

tile good, .;111 there be time for reJcicing, both for God ""'0 
for' Ibrll.el • 

(20.2) 
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Israel did not enJoy l:ap!>lnBas in 1.I:1s orld or . 
~ne, as =y a infarra4 from e fact that it doaa 
Dot ea.y. "lar .. a.l reJoioed in bie .;aIcar", but Bball 
ret10!ae (i'B.149:2), "'8 _ch ..... to aa..Y; ThOU' =e 
ddstlDed to reJoioe in the works of the Holy one, 
bleesed be Ea. in the iiJz.o to Con.e. 
1be hOly one, classed be Ls, if tha e~preasloD be 
perJOitted. did not enjoy h"~,,ines8 in this ",orld 
of biB, "'s IUI.J I.e inferred from I.be fact that it 
does not ~ •• ~~ Lord r.Jol~Q4 1n his wor"-, 
but "'lbe Lord ~ reJoins- (1's.I04.3l), ... IWch 

to saJl the Holy uno, blessed be He, ~ill reJoioe 
in 1J.e Time to COJDd in \lorks of' t.htt ... 1ghteouB • 

The process l' fight nil, the roee ... Bhodng God 

reehtino evil lD a life and d_th strub la, 18 etrikingly 

illustratsd in ... p&S·BS~ ~ich tel18 of tho esigne of 8UCco8siTe 

enemies ot lBr~el in thoir at t t. to d otro" ber - ... ch em 

st"dying 10' the pnoedlnc one ailed end then ""'Plo'y1ns J at 

oell killed all the sons, 

terJOinate the d"ugbters..... ell, for the;y coUld oontinua to 

restook tho fold . Gog and ....-..gog , the 1U'00et,yPlll enenJ.aa, called 

these t,yran\s roole, since ~tt.cking the people itself waa ~rel.Y 

Bupert1clbl. ~n or or to ~eBtroy IarLel. 1t 'tia neceSS&r,7 to 

JoIn issue wi th God Ii1n.self, who " the protector of lifs people -

and God accepta this c~enc<>, and &S lie atape forth to do bat.tle 

with th .. Evil. 1:8 doe8 BO w1th high oertelntoy 01' euoceea. ~l.1s 1e 

indeed a DC kInd of God, a Cod Who .... 01. first conquer aTil hll.sslf 

befors Li8 people will be ~e. 

(27,11) 
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Pl;aroWl sII.ld, 1 will not. do 80, but. lIhile the 
Ier~811tea are 8till tlny tbings under the birth­
stool or tbeir there I ~l otrangle th~ 
Henco it 1s Jrltten, ·Ye .b~l look upon the 
blrtt.tool, 11' a be Ii SOD, tben yo ebaU kill 
h1Jo. •• ~'very son that 18 born ye sbbU caat int.o 
the rinr." (Jo:x.1116} 
Ea=n .... ld: J1haroah w ..... tool. for he sald, " every 
80n that is born ye shr.ll cast into the rive"', ""d 
did DOt realize that the d<ugbter8 would be taken 
in .....,rl .... e by um and ·ould be fruitful anc. 
.... ltip1y by thea. I .. 111 DOt co 80, but (wiU 
give oreers) "to dea1roy, to alay, .... d to cause to 
periah ~ Je.s" (£&t.3:l3). 
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l:. ::.ovi .rlllOlU'jieJ.: Gog and .....,goi, too. in tho 'rima 
to CO"'8, will say the anme. nu.el,y. the Moiente were 
fo"l., tor thj);r tri ad harel to tor,. deBigns a;;ainst. 
Israel and dl,l not realise that theJ had a Protector 
1n lieaven. I ,nIl not. do BO, but. ill tir .. Join 
iesue with t.h,~ir 'rotsot.or .... d then wIth th_ 
Eeoc. it s "1·ittan, Tha klnga ot the earth stand 
Up •••• 6Calnst the Lord" (~.2' ). 
_:Is tha llol,y Oos, bles""d be Eo, to him. "/l11ain: 
Do you come tlrJoin 1 sue with _81 Ei7 Y0Tr 11fol 
I ~ll age ~1th thea!· toned it 1. wrlt~en. 
·~he Lord w11

1 
go forth ae a n.ichty ,..... 110 will stir 

up Jaalouay l.ke a nan of ~r" (lB.42,13) and it is wr1ttHn, 
"Then BIulll "\Jie Lord go forth anel fi!;ht. agalnat 
those nationa" (eoll. 14.:5). =11 .-bat. ia i'Urther writ'l.en? 
".And the Lord shall be .K1n& over all the earth" (1b. 9). 

'rhus. ill the ve on, and truly 

shell be Ong over all tlle earth. Which includeB the avil "" 

well as eYeryth1n.g elae. 

In thio fight t.o l::iI.ke the _Old One, 0 amplo;!'B WhAtever 

asaistance is GVIl.llabl. - the hero1c ,,-on or .11 gonerations, or 

the lIIOat. insignitic.nt. ot Instrwoen litlea. ~l ra 18 " long 

• aariea or p""su,,StlS in ou;.- l.I1draah (22.3 nd ) Which Bhow U ... t 

even the ~st minut.e ti o i& desicnated tor some purpose, bAa 

Bcme part in the divine scbeme, Which 1& the c nque.~ of evil. 

One delightfUl portion ets up the wiok d O'or 'Ilt .. as the 

ayn.bol of ~il, and aligns "Fainst h1.ln as the be~rsr of God' s 

purpose, a ti~ wosquita_ ihe t Ie bear. repetition in toto. 

(22.3) 

lSYLbol1C1 of Israel' a an,lode... In the lfaas1"Dic era th<\Y fore to 
be involved in a world /ax- in Whioh they w111 be deat.rpyed. ll:.8 
llacltground of t.b1s ato r is to be found in ;zelt. 38.1 ft. 
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R.J<ha B&idJ The he On'" LlesGed be lIe. carrin. 
ou~ hi. errands wi th the help of "11, av"n throu~ t.he 
inBtru;oent.al1t;r of .. aOl'pcnt, even I.hro~ 1.mo.t. or .. 
frog, and eTen throut:b tlmt of a 80 rplon. aye. eTen 
through that of r.. :.osqu1 to. n e lil!cked .1 t\18 ent.ered 
the int.erior of th~ HolY of Eoliea. h1s B ·ord drawn 
in hi. he"d. shed the curtain, trou' t 1.'<0 hMrlota. 
and, aprurl 1 ng ut & Scroll of tho I.a beneat.h "'thew, 
co"sblted ... 1 th ~~am on !.he top of the ltnr. and hb 
8~ord name out fu1l of blood. ..ocording to Bome author­
itlne 11. was fr~~ the blood of the a&cr1fioeB. and 
..,cording to o-tlj.er" it 1me tram the blood of the 
bullock .... d h 80"'1. of th """ of /';'on_ent. He began 
to utter reVilidgs and vlaepb nga in"t ha..ven. 
and said: t'lbe case of one ho lIlt.J[oe or gainat. a 
king in the deoe1't =d yanquishes h1lll cannot. be comp>lrad 
wi th that. of one ho . .:t.l< s r .. nat II. k1!lg in his 
owe pal""e and YllIIliuishea . ·;bat d he do then? 
lie oollect.ed ILll the yea elB of tb. ,""'pIe and .,laced 
the.m in a net. th8D be 8!!fuarke on Il oh1p. As acon "" 
be 1'.ad emm.:rked.. a v.iolent cal" ...... 1. .. the p. ;,a1d he. 
'11. appears that the ower at 1. God 1s oD13 on the 
... 1. 'r. e JUnia ed the ener&tion of osh by " ... ter. 
lie did the ....... ~o the Bn_r tion of the lilood, .... d the 
~e t..o aJ.a.roah Wld hi. ~, io case aJ.80. aben 

.ro.a in £1& own l:oua d it 11) • own dooejn lie 
oould not h d ou ae<Unet: ..... but 110 ln this place 
lie hu confron~ed .... . The I DIy a, bleBsod be lIe, 
a&ld to him: ' ·111ain' ~ thy llro, 1 ~ll inflict 
punishment u~on thee by mean. of ... trif11ng creature 
Wbloh I cre~ted d ring the firet eix day- ot cre&tion1° 
1boraupon the EoJ..Y one, .1088ed b. Iio. beokoned to the 
sea and it oeas~d from 1ts fury. ·hon Utue reached 1<ome 
all tbd citl"GruI' of RolDe 0""''' ou ~ nd lauded h .... ,..i th 
tbe worda, '0 conqueror of the L&rb~rlansl' ~edlatel.Y 
ar~or~~~d. a boi. bath waa propar d tor him &lid he 
.. ntered and ba.~.ed. 1:ben be oaae out they lIlixed hin. a 
cup of Wine. ~e !iolY One. blo8aed ba lie, brought in 
h1a way .. "",.quUo which entered in hie Doae and gnawed 
i te _y up until 1 t reached hia braln. It began to 
bore in his brain, 80 be ordered: tC~ll the doc~or8 and 
let th .... sp11 1. clpen the brfiln ot th!.t JIIIIl'l (hllmelf) and 
asc .. ,,1.&1n .. ~ .. t 1 t is Whereby the God of that .... tion inflict.s 
puuiebment upon th!.t Dan.' }'ortbwi t.h t " tlootora were 
S=ODed. They split open hh br 1n ud found in it 
Bomething reB~ling a young pi~eon ·hioh poaseaaed a 
wei ht of t 0 p!punda . R. 1eazar • • ~oa. observed. 
I W&8 presant .. l"'n the pigeon .... a p1ao"d on one aida 
(of the sOblae) and t 0 ound" on the other sid~. and the 
one .eighed ex&CIt13 the 8 ...... &8 the other. lhey took the 
pigeon and plac,04 it in ... bOll1 . As the b1rd oJ,linged (to its 
original ehape of a "",aquito) BO did he chwlge. nnd .hen 

the mosquito fliod the soul of the .,icked litus tIed. 



• 

• 

~i •• then, in briafeBt ubstr t, Is tho concept at 

God lUI ax Wlded ano ceveloped In the pt;.{"BD of ::.eVl1.1cUB 

Fabbah - hWlBll. lJ8rcilUl, just, goodl fithti the fight 

ot the poor ond lowly; 8UBt&1n1116 lite In return tor being 

honored WId o= ... "d through ~orah, rol1lt,ouB oo ....... n=en1.&. 

and good cle cia; In turn b irl/l IJUsl.D.in b) the pro8dDoe 01" 

lite in tha orllli tii;b.tlll4 evil one. .10 lY. hd'ullY 

olimbing Ii being help on:rcl tho llhinl pet.l< 

ot all et on - the s51imio ag8 t.o co • 

liara 18.:;04. t onae strOll{: and .t de ~ent­

roitUl yet. Just. - t'ar-se 1ng :ret tln11.el,y 11J.d Ud. 

ThiB 1a the Cod of t.he peo.,le or 1&1'6 .. 1. "hich. in 

It8elt, 18 ~l thea8 very 1nge • 



• 

• 



• 

Just &II God 1& WI entity to be nfted frOlll JIlB.llY YaUtage 

points - Gad the transcendent l' the i~ent, God the infinite 

or the finite - so too does the second eleaant in the tri~ 

vlrt.te of :To ish theology off ... at leAst two facets to our 

ecrutiny . The people Israel II.a.Y be oonsidered tr JI1 either a 

physioal or a ~etuphy8ieal point of view , and in order properly 

to be understood, shoUld be considered fro~ both. 

Physically, tho Jewish people bas existed for seyerUl 

thousand years . Of the or.gin of the people, e have ~ 

theoriess 
1) They represent an 19amation of ~eadtic desert 

tribes, 

2) ~h8J are ~ union of two groups of people , both 

of wholl> inv"ded the land of Canaan in the second LJ.Ueniwn, 

• one group frolll the East (Abram.... from Ur of tha Chaldees) . 

and one from the ~outh (the Joseph tribe. trom Egypt) , 

3) ibay evolved out ot the Barger ot Hittite tribes, 

foroed .outhw..rd froIL AnatoUa by the proe8ure of Indo­

_uropean ~oples IDOving westro.rd. th r.eadtio tribes inhab­

ltIng tho fringes of the i'ertila Cresoent . 

'lhese and many more theories are urged to explain the 

_rgenoa on the scsne of history of this clynai;io .:>eople with 

its insurgent ideaa. }jut for our purpose" the ilI1port&nce of 
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the ;Te- lah people begins with its cr"ysta111zution int ~ some 

80rt of coherent form at the tia.e of its r,eTelation, whether 

we 1nterpret that eTent 11 t vrally or not. At Sinai the Idea 

or the peop1e. in Q P1atanic B~8et 8asumew physioal ro~ 

ha been present in the world eTer since, &nd will be present 

until the 1'irw.l ac t of h edempt,lon. 

1he persistenoe of 11.. PhYs1cal presence in the face 

• 01' the IIOst .. trageo .. a and perannlal d1f1'1=1 ti .. onokes the 

~uestlon1ng oo~t - WhY bas 11. b~en aon.i.~ently attackedr 

wby has 11. never been del_t,_? 1 •• onlY "" ...... r to this is 

• 

a ~taPAYalc&l one. The people of erael, in ita corporate 

lifo, represents what. ib l1a 1. haTe termed a choaennes6, 

wbat 8 tJJte modern prop ~nent. hay. cal.led • ai8sion. ihe ander 

1 .. that the ;Tewish people u18ts for .""'" purpose - oth ...... lse 

i~8 suttering is rnepnjnglesa • 

The metapr~.iC8 01' Je~iah existenoe were 1'1r.t rendered 

by that ~i1'loent prophet , the &nonyLOus Deutero- Iaaish, 

in the br.il~iaat ·SerTant Songs- or ohaptere .2. 49. 51 r..nd 53. 

Tberein larael 18 dssigna:ted ae God'. choice to bring Bia measa,ge 

to the nationa . ~b1B peopl" is to be the Telliele hereby & 

sense 01' J .... tlce >1111 be brought to the m.tions of the liforld. 

The pro:phat, lhing In the tUlll.lltuoua t1lDeB ct the 6 t h century 

:&CE, _8 oTer_ed by th" 1'igl1r" 01' Cyrus the Great, who dDlllin­

ated the horizons of the ent1re known world, and ho, with his 
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oonqu8at. of Ule _b;ylonian ElI1Pire. was t.hought t.o be the 

forerwmer of ..... ssianic t1lllee. So he wrote of Cyrue as the 

JIIBIl .. liked. IU> irOJll the ...... t (la. 4102). the JIIBIl 'OhOIl righteous­

nes8 ... t at every et.ep. 1>ut "hen be r .... 11z.d that the in­

tentione of this conq~lernr were not tow rd universalietic 

gOal8. he r.v ked tbe tribute from Cyrus - .~ glory will I 

Dot give to an;y oUler~ (18.42.8) - and. gave the crown to the 

• true s8r .... nt of the Lo.rd, the people at ura 1. 

• 

ln passages ot .uperlathe b ...... ty. Ule prophet outlines 

the elect.lon or Ierael to the role r od's inst~nt. (Is.4l:8-9) 

But thou IBnlel. ;;;,: aeX'Tu.nt • 
• aoob 'Oh .t have choa.n, 
Lbe ae _4 of J.brah&!:: triend; 
'!bou whom I m.ve talten hold of iro Ule ends 01' the earth. 
And called tJ'iee fro. the ut tel'lWlBt parte Ulereot. 
And .... ld unto thee. 'lhou art iq aervWlt, 
I have choaeln thee and not o".t thee " Iq.' 

For what baa lSr.B&l been CbOBGn &8 a 8»801&1 S8rTant? To . 
be a light unto the lUi,tione. s .. e r .... d in •• veral passages -

(Ie.42.l.~1 49,6 ; 5l.4) 

~shold ~ eervant, 'Ohom I uphold, 
..£ine elect, in whom >ill soul delighteUlI 
I haTe :put '-r; spirIt upon h1III.. 
ne shall ~e the right to go tort.h to the nationa. 

r 

II. shall no~ tail nor be orushed, 
~1l1 he haTe Bet the right in the earth, 
And the la18s s~l w it tor hi. t~ching. 

And, of course. there is the aUlllllnat1q po ..... 52.15 - 53.12. 

IOblch is the ver,y masterplece 01' prophetio inspiration, in .blah 



th. hiatoric deatillY of 1.ar .... l aa t.he .urrerer who -boll ex~i.ate 

the 8ina of _ind, is set forth in 'orda th&t burn like fire. 

'lllua 400. t.ho prophet aprons. the J:>at. pbyaios of Jewish 

exl8tanoe, and thus is d .. picted th .. peopl .. of Israel. It is 

the p .. ople of God, whoso au ,l ering ia tha badg .. or its suecese, 

Whose life 1s eternally threatened, yet whoee eternal life 

1s 8ssured by ita very inner nature. 

• 1ihAt doe. our ..:1draab ban to 8a¥ of thie bearer or 

• 

God'e word' Levitious E&bl&b eoboes all tbe •• great t.heme. -

God 'a IOTe for and election of IsraelI larael's .. cceptance 

of the ~urddn of God's word and the eternal 11fa .. ttendant 

upon th1e aooeptance; Ierael'. final ademption at the end 

of da,:ya - all t.he.II. are to be found ln our o.idr ah, &.!ld we 

ahall aeek them out • 
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The ,,'hole co,""mit.y of Ierael I 'lal Ybroel) t=- & 

.orl o-r rea.l. if mya"ticaJ.. parao:aa1ity. ibia entire Co. unity, 

including, ~t &leo aside trom, 1ta indiv1duAl ~embera, 1s 

e".,801&lly beloved by God. 18rael 1& onG """'IIg the ten thiIIgB 

daeig1l&ted aa particularly precioua, """h one of' the ten beiIIg 

sub .. tantiated by a ~i.lic~l varae. ihe -hole-paesage is a 

co_nt on the t""t-varae, 'Sp unto the children of larad, 

• =4 8...,. unto th ..... 'nlan an,y .... of' you br1I1geth an otteriIlg 

unto the Lord, • etc. (Lov. 1.2). The lHdraah interprets the 

apparent.lY uDlII.ceasary r .. petition at 'SpeM: unto the children 

of Ierael an £;l unto tll_ WI Ii aiSD or d's loy. ~or Iarosl • 

• inca ~h n one sperks of one'. beloTed. ODe does 80 axp&naiTe!y. 

(2.1) 

• 



• 

• 

Ten thlngs Lre d"sl ted" preclO11a ..... d th .... e 
are they. The ~orah. prophecy, understbnding, 
kDo_ledge. follY. riches. the right.ous. the death 
o~ t e pioua, loYingkindnea8. an ~ 8rae~ •••••••• 
lara.l . ihence (do we 1000rn t}:at it is called 
preoious)? 
·Ia EphraiJD .. precioua SOil unto .lin? .la he &. child 
th&t ia dandled? For as otten ... , I sp~<k of him. 
I do rep~tedly aeution him still." (Jar. 31.20) 
hlch eana,.1 eet &. gr~t price upon Israel . It 

usually bappens that out of a thousand _ho enter 
upon the stu~ of Soripture, a hundred are succes&­
ful. cut of this hundred .. prooeed to lItuily of 
~eh.nah, ten are sucoessful. 0ut. of thet! ten, who 
proceed to study ot Ta.llw.d, one mr.er.;ea. ~B Is 
indicated by What is H'l.an, "one ....n """,ng a 
thousand ~ve I found" ( 01. 7:2a) 

A8 a aark of this special rlivnr &DC lnTa "est.,wed OD 

Iaraal, we rind """'Y e>.trsvagant and superlatiTe comparisons 

being cie by the Eabbls. betw .. en eraal and certain precicU8 

articles, in order to underscore th euprawe qUalities of 

God'u beloyed. ihere are two paBsages of note , one of which 

draws the analogy bow.en larael and the lily • 

(23.6) 

libe Idel1 appears to be that Juet aa among IOeIl (taraeli tes) in 
general, only one 1n & thousand rehches to the hlghest plane, 
ISO too, &alOng natioDs, the one attl:i.1n1ng a. high pl.aae 1s rare 
and correspondingly TBluable in the Bight at God. 



• 
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1<. hbin .... id. As in ~e 0...,0 of ~e lilT, whan ~e 
dr¥ heat C0llle8, she 111.8, oat nen the dew comes, 
she blosso_; .0 also long .. the shade. of _sau 
endure., so long d erael,... It ere. appear .. 
if~.,. ere dlting in th1 world. In th. - orld 
to C ,ho STer, u's aha40 w111 pass &1I&Y, .... d 
arael will thrive re IiD4 reo Henc. 11. ia 

wr1 tt=, • .I rill ba &II the dew unto Israeli he shall 
bloss"", ae the lily· (Ii ....... 1".6) • 
U the lily, aolely on account of her fragrazu:e. dee. 
not pass cut of cu.1st_. (because people presf!"e 
her soed). so ~8rael, aolsly on account of the 
oc_n_t .. 8lld good deeda. do not o ..... e to exist. 
M the l11y ..nsts puraly for s .... lling. so the 
ri&bteous ~ere created solaly for effecting Israel's 
redemption. 
M the lill is placed upon the table of kings at 
the beglD41ng and the end (of mo~s), BO Israel are 
to be found in this Borld and they ara to be found 
1n the ·orld to Come. 
Aa tho lilY 1.& reoognh:&bl. IlILOng the herbs. so Bre 
In~el reoognizable aaong the nationsl as it says, 
• All that see;' th_ eIlall reoognh:e them. that they 
are the selll."b.1oh ~o Lord hath bleaeed." (Isa. 61.9) 

Aa the IllS is designated for ;;o.b1.aths and featlT~s. 
(to add by its fragranoe to the fOBtiTe Joy). so are 
larael deSignated for the torthooming red~tlon. 

The athor passage compares lsrad w1th ths Tine, 1ib1ch w .. 

a Tery 1mportr..nt item in 1'I>1sst10e, both .. a staple in the 

eoo~ of the land Wld ...... s1.&p1. in food and drink. 

(3612) 



• 
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Mt. the T1ne is l.oorer t.han IIll other trees. yet 
ia predominant ~ng all the tress. 80 are Israel, 
th~ &.ppac.r sa though tb~ are infer10r in this 
world, but. in the U ..... to Come tbey <oro dest.ined 
to take posssss1on or ths entire world rrom one 
end to the other. 
As rroa the Tine a single bough comes out and 
eclipses mHDY trees, eo are IsrAoll one righteou8 
IU&D C08eIl out 01" thea, o.nd rules over the "ho1.e 

orld hOJO one end to tbe other; as 1& borne out 
by the texts ••• 

Gen.42.6 - referrlntl to Joseph 
Joab. 6.27 - referring t.o Joahlla 
1 Cbron. 14.17 - referring to tST1d 
1 Kings 5.1 - referrinp, to Solomon 
Eet. 9:4 - rererrlng to rdecai 



• 

As the vine 1.B propped up by a oane (kanah). 
aO is Israel supported by the =it of: the 
iorioh whi.ch 1. written Qy a reed (lcE.neh). 
As the ke.oper at: the wlne atandw above 1 t. 
80 In the c ...... ot: .. arael - their Keeper is 
aboye; &8 aq be 1nt:erred t:rom tn_ fact that 
11. says. "Behold. He the keepeth larael. doth 
neitner Bl~ber nor Bleep· (PH. 121.4). 
As the nne is propped up by dr,y etue8 and 
18 1tself fresh, 80 Israel relJ upon the merit 
of their foref~ther., though these are alseep. 

It 1s 1nteresting. although merelY ino1dental, to note 

that in both these ;as_a, rocogn1 tiOD 18 taken of the fact 

th .. t tbe gr ..... dioBe oomparisona aurfer greatlY .. 1. th8 hands at: 

lIIUIldan8 roa.lity . ActuallY. at l.he ti_ ot: the writing at: this 

:4idraab, al tough!. t is one ot: the old st, the Jews wers alrltl1d;t' 

1n the Dlupora, a subject people BYe~ , re, and non.er" as 

great or a. gorgeous ae the 1'."bU. cId .. 1iiI. they were. 

Th" />.U.thore of these 1."0 paeaagea real1zed this dieorepaDc:.Y 

between their lyrical worda and t e actua11ty of hard fact, and 

• ao 1n both paoB"!itea. peina are ta.ken to re=k that for the 

• 

preaent. or while l! .... u ruled the .. arId, the Jewiah people might 

... _ to be hUmiliated Wld 1;0 be .14f."lng. .But this ...... n.eraly 

tBlllPorary. and there was to be an end to thla subJection; namely, 

in the 11_ to Co_. men Bsau would bs ecUpsed. together with 

all he stood for, and then would the belief. and pracUces ot: 

Jacot rehlly hold .wq. ihle was the promiae held out by the 

Sages. and II. promiae still Yal1d. incidentally, in return for 



• 
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steadfaat lo:y&l.ty on the part of ind1'1i.dIwl 18"S. TItia ..... 

a bolatering of tha folk-ego. 

To return t o the main line of thout;ht - it baa been add 

tbat l.rae1 enJoyed God'e 10Te; but thi. be.to_l .as not 

altogetber arbitrary. There wa1. have oeen ao .... reasons N 

abe w " tne beloved of the Lord, and our ~draBb offers eeveral. 

~bere i8 fir8t of ~11 the unconciltionbl aooe~tanc. by Israel 

of God's yoke, expreBsed at. 1nw. in the _rable phraae 

--r 1'1 ~ J I " .(. -( J - "e "ill obey Wld "" .rill b ken. 

(1.1) 

·Ye ••• tbat fU11"ull Ue llOrd, hearkening unto 
the voloe of Ris word" (Pa. 103.20) 
R. lJlD1&. in the n=e of 1. Ah .. ¥id: Scri;>lure 
hera BPecJcs of Israel, who , when they s'tood 
before _1.. :>inai , undertook fUlfilling before 
hearkening, baving edd, "All th .. t the Lord 
bath spoken ,,111 ,,~ fUlfill aDd h~ken. · (E4. Z4:7)1 

It 1s thua alJIlost aelf-8Tidant tbat .. people eo .il.ling 

and e~er to .... sume the moral and oerOllA)nir.l duties outlined 

in the ~orah would baTe be_n .... cord.d apaoial recogni tiOD, 

aspecially ein". senmty othar nations bad praviouBly reJected 

th1a a ..... 10rah as being too burdensaa. and restrictiva. 

l~a habbi" interpreted the veree &8 indicating that they promised 
to fUlf1l1 God's precepta , even before they henrd Wh~t they ere . 
Ibi. a.n1~eBts blindly obedient faith . 
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In line with thl& thought, a aeoond rea.OD "for the 

.election o~ Iarael beoome. apparent. f.bll "loae 01011'8 to 

C041 abe wae Ule ~irst. to 4eolar the kiagahip o~ Cod. 

Iarael wae chosen b\oO.c&.use ahe oboao - aDd in tb1. reciprocity 

we •• e Ule ba.ai. ror the IIIltWll 1. ..... 1. and cttl1'ldeace between 

God nd Hi. people which the P"bbi. ~lWkY. e~h .. ized. 

(214) 

• 



• 
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·Speak t.o the chll4ran or 1 ....... 01· (Lev. 112) 
Said R. Judan in the :mmoe of I .• ~w..uel b. Jl,hmpnl 
TIll-a JIJa.'¥ be com.,ared to the case or a Idng who had 
a g.ament. concern1.ng whicb be in .. truc ted hi" 
"GrTl>llt, ".;;ing to biI:II ' old it. and ebake It, 
and 100lt well atter it.· "dd the lIervant to bi.IIu 
.~ lord king, ot' all the gar_n1.a ;you haTe, you 
give ~e inetructione conoerning none but this one?' 
Sa id thu king 1.0 b.1.m:.( uite BO) becau ... (thia 
garaent) I wear 0108e to I1i,'f body.' 

an BO did ;.Deee .... y to the ~oly en .. , bleBBed 
be ReI 'Out or the eeventy origin ... l Detions which 
~bou haet in:rhy ·orId, doet :;'hou ct''Q!llnd me con­
cerning none but .arael. ~iDg • 

·Commend the ohildran of ~arDal· ! .Z8IZ} 
"Spe.o.l< to the chlldrBll ot' erael" Lev. l'li 
·Say to the Children ot' 11l1'ael· JIll. 331f> ? 

b ld ne to 6DB 81 .( aite 80 beO&u". thay oleave 
to J.iS:.' 

(c.ame parable repeated - ~ quo.tioD 

.... ked by ""'B .... - 8WlIIl ane"U g1 ....... b;y Ood-) 

~ld lie to ~e8B1 .( uita eo) be06U.e they were 
the t'irst to deol re lie king, at the l ,ed Sea, eay1ng 
or JOe, "The lDrd ehloll reign i'oreTar Iilld ever" (~15118)' 

Thea, Israel recognl."ad God and the 1orah. cle"'T"d to 

ma and deolared BiB kingship oyer them. -.'hUe the other people. 

reJected Ii1m; hence Ier .. el b8C~ U.s eleeted. 

>.Uch the eu. analye1e BlIIargee rroa the next passage, 

which deals with ..n artisan setting precious stones into a 

orown Which .u.s intended ror the king. The J ... ele Were to b. 

mbD.Y and brillilOnt. for they ~ould ever teetify to the glcr,y 

or the we..rer. S11II1larly _ .... !losee, th .. ...rtia=, inet.rt.cted 

to pr61ae l ara.l. since Israel ..... the J ...... 1 eet in the crown 
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o-r God, an the more ahe vera pr£ iaed and glorified, \he more 

ould this redound to the glory or her kina, the .Lord.. 

(2.5) 

• 

R. Juclah b . Sil!lOn saiciJ ~hie 1I!&Y be cOllipal"ed to 
the case of one engaged in making a erollln for &. king. 
Someone passed bilA and said.s '~hat are you doing?' 
3ai he to him: 'I "'" .. king a crOllll for the king.' 
&aid he to him: 'As lIian>' precious .. tones WId pearl.s 
as you oan set therein, Bet - I .. -IV) ...... r..J.ds 
(a .. you can eet. therein) set.' ~ - 1>"0""'8e it 
i8 t.o be placed on the h .... d of the king. 
:!:'I'en so did the Holy One , ble ... ed be lie , ""¥ to 
>wses, 'As lIIloh "'8 you can prni88 ar .. al, praiae 
thelllJ as !Wah as you can lIIIigIlify and glorify t.hem, 
-sn!fy and glorify th by? - llecBUse r "'" to 
be glorified through t.h 'Aa it is said, And Ee 
aald unto _: :Ihou art ser'l'l&I1t. brad, in whom 
I w111 be glorified." (ls • • 4Q.3) 

• 



• 
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... 1'~ passage throwing ligbt on 0 .... queaUon -

wby waa Iarael eelected? - is one in which we e told that 

tbe acoeptance 01' the 7orw. 1a ~ .. t o"" .. d God 'a glory to 

abino 00 this poople. 

(6:6) 

~he ~bble sa.idl Of tbe h ..... th n _tiona who 
did not accept the lorw. whioh w.o. gi Ten out 01' 
the ~d.~ 01' darknoss, vDripture 88¥e, "For 
behold, darlmees ehall DOTer th~ earth, and gross 
darlmess the peoplo •• • ilea. 60.2), 
but as 1'or Israel Who d d aocept the iorah Which 

• giTen out 01' the Ii01det 01' the darkne8s - 6.S 
it 18 Ifritten - • hom 78 hOQrd the Toice out ot tlI 
Ii01dst 01' the darlme .. • (Deut. f>.20) - ot thea 
Scripture eqe, ·but upoo the. the Lord shall 
abine forth. r.nd £18 Clory shall be sel!ll u;>on 
thee.· (~sa. 60,2) 

• 
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And 80 tte pattern iB co plated, 80 tw.r aa tbi8 par­

tlcul~r propl~ i. concerned. Willingness on tbeir part to 

obey the Lord, surrender of their sovereignty betore that 

o~ the Higher bullll'. and agre8l:.ant to shoulder the burden 

o~ His LwW. were SOAB of the t~ctors reapen.ible for the 

" J.H ~ :O'n _ tl1e sp6ci&1 love .bown by God to tbe Israel­

i taa. ~beae ruq not actuallY bave bem oau ea I they may have 

been etteata of tbe divine BtGmp on tbis people - but, at anT 

rate. tbey repr .. ent SOEathi"8 or tb 

o~ Israel's election - QUd that is tbe 

preoediD& our paasr.geB. 

1nter-play. aome aspect. 

in tbese ot the 

Ginoa the mes8ege ot the Lord i. universal and deathless, 

BO too _st its b ...... er be treed trOll tbe perils ot ordinary 

mort ... l ",,1. tenoe, hUd tws .. aecondsry th8l!4 to the ...un theme 

ot tbe election ot Israel begina to canif.at itaelf . In order 

to obtain for God's messenger the neoeeaary indeetructlbility, 

the corpus IarAel _s removed tro,. the Juri.diotion of' D .... tb, 

at. preciselY tbat Dloment non it D.Ooepted tho yoko ot the ~orah . 

nua doee not apPlY to individual laraoolltea. :bo are as 

VUlnerable all ""Yone else, but tbo People _at b. giY"" the 

promise of eternallty, ir it 16 to baye the propar scope with 

Which to op ...... te in history. 

(1813) 

• 
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ben araaJ. stood at unt aiD&! said, 
"A11 that the Lot'd had epoken 111 e do, b.lld 
obC)~ ( e 24.7" tho oly One, bleaoed be lie, 
called the ADgel ot D .... th d said to hl:.: 
• ... 'ysn tho\i.gh I liIIlde yo a uni y raa. ruler over 
..... thly creature., 10U have nothinf; to do with 

this uatlon. lV? !leo ae the,. are chlldran'-
.... it is wrUten, • 0 are the children of the Lord, 
Jour e" (»aut. 14.1) 

In order to further this .""'" thought, a beautitul 

pae..-.ga ..... n-1tten Which establ1ahod the 1d_ that Isr .. el 

could not be destroyed because er roots were in God. ~U8 • 

80 long k8 she remained God-cent.r~d and "or~-oentered, 

Iarad, the third torce in this 3\ldJ11o trinity, waa invincible. 

This paaaage h&a been quo~.d ~OT. on pp . ~G .27 . 

J'reedCllll frOJll LeG.tht ~uch a thought 1e IUe strong .. ine, 

and 80 the aagea _ere curef'ul to utter Eii.lIY .. runinga that this 

otero&11t1 bnd 1ndestruct1bility Wdr not uncond1t10nally siyen , 

but or dei>en ant upon !sr"el's t .. l thtul oonduot. Should they 

atray, or bac.kalide, or wander, they lc.edla t.ly b"QalIIII lU. 

all other 00= nations and sur,·.nder d their uniqueness. 
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:u the people ba4.!!!!: b~.n t.ept.ad t.o lea .... the path 

o~ t.he Lord WId t.o str&,y in the dir60tion o~ the idolatry 

and ~rLlit.y Which cowpriaed th.ir eurrounding enviro~t, 

that. temptat.lon ba4 been present. in &gfpt. - and we r~ in 

our Llidraeh that God ... s reluata.nt. to eave lar ... l trom 

Egypt, beo ... uae ahe l,ti.d almost. lost her ldenU ty there. 

(2&12) 
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"Art.er the doinga of the 1Wld of Egypt. •••• ;ye 
ahbll not do' (U. ... 18.3). 

ihl.. b .... ra on the text.. "All a l1lJ1' ..... 118 the 
thorna. BO i$ nv 10YO "mong the daughters" (G.S. 2.2) 

• 11uer iJilterprsted the Yer s aa opPlJl'ing t.o 
the red_ti4Jn frD_ Egypt.. J.a th.. 11lJ1'. when 
lllaced l1III0118 t.he thor"". is d1!f1cul t. tor tbe 
o=er to gat~l .. r, aD _. tb red ...... tlon ot Israel 
diffioult fo~' the BolJl' One, bla.aed be lie. to 
etteot. Eance, it. 1& nitten, "Or God blotb ... "ayed 
to go and ~"e nu.. s ..... t10n froIU the midst of a 
nat10n, by t:l1ia.lB. u;y eign. &.nd by wonde"B" (Deut. 4,;;4) . 
"oth theBe EiIIld tboae (Egyptians and ear ewe) were 
\lJlCircWl101ee~Lt the gypti ..... grBW 10"8 .... d the 
l"raeli tea liP' locka, thoBe • ore prllAnta of 

"ngled st.u!'1"& IU3d theae ore sar-nta of ... 1 ngl ed 
st.ufts . lhal. being the ca ... th ~ttribute ot 
Juetice wcult! not 11.110 Ier I t.o be r""e_ from 
"1D'Pt • 
lie L..-el b . ' 1 r ked. Iiad it. n t bean for 
t. f t that the Iiol.1 e , blened be e. had 
bound Ii~e11' by an .... th. areal ould inde~d neyer 
La ... e been r".leemed. Ii noe it. 18 'Written, "Ther .. fore 
(or, t .. r .. to.· ... 'l&ksn') B"¥ unto the children of 
!arael. I 81Il the Lord, .... d I will bring you out 
from WIder tl<e burdene of the pU..".,· (Ex. 6,6). 
and the e>prOlasion 'J.al<..,' d note. nought. but an oath • 

50 tar a8 tlaal. Il'edello1>tion wall concerned, there line 

neYer &lIY question but ~hat this QuId be ~o.nted. :E.'Ven in 

the eYentua11ty or br.~chea of faith and conduct AS desoribed 

abOTS , n.,.,artheless, final IU3d lut-in Nd""'iltlon ..... alw"Ye 

held out as .. 111 ..... 1"1 goo.l for all aanl<ind, the Israelites 

of course, lnaluded. e kre told ho. thi. redemption will 

0.0)118 about - IIilJIielJl'l through true repentance. the accaptanoa 

of .. hich, by God, will be announced b;y the blowing of the 
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Olotar. '!hi. tln&.l l.a.at on the ram'. horn. or on Gabriel'. 

trucpet , sa 8~ cont~rnry roll- le ndc. uld baYa it , 

wl11 bring to a oloa. the t mporal .. 1 t 08 or the people 

br .. el and or all ;ind, GD(\ .111 ueher in the blaBBed 

pba .. ot nanio tJtCIPla . 

(211. 10) 

!I 
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".And Abro.balil lifted up bi .. o;r •• , an looked, 
and behold, behin k ilII .. rom o""Cht. in the 
tblol<et. by its homa." (.an. 22.13) 
Thi. te6Ch~B that tbe ~olY _. bl .... ed b. ., 
abo e OlJr rat.her "braiJuWl the rlill> tearing 1 hell' 
fr e froa one thioket. and getting entangled in 
ano\her. ~ha RolY One. bles.. ba ., said to 
Abrub,. , 1!n a ei&11ar JraDDor are your ohildran 
de.Uned to be 0 Ell • iniQ.uitie. QD enten;;Jed 
in troubles, but the,y ,. ... 11 loll ti_tely be rede ..... d 
tbr01l th horna of tb. r' c it 1. written, 
"!be Lord God will 10 the horn" ( .eh. 9.14) • 

• 1IWIa eon of I . 1 ....... ""id. It teache. thAt the 
Eol e; .... ed oe ne , 0 d b. the r .... 
te&rinE it e1f free rr on. tb1ck t and gattlog 
en led in another. 111 ,Iloly l .... d be 
., odd to .' ~, a1 llar er =e 

:lour ohlldran " .. tined to be ..... Gh~ 1<7 the .,..tiona 
and fin ed D tr ubI •• , alng dragged fr 

ire to a.pir., froa b:llon to d1&, fr 
d1& t eee, froa 8"". to coa (R ...... ) , 

'but t. ey Illlt· t 17 b r d 1;7 tbe hOnlB 
of the r 



Thus .lo~ .. the J.!l..a-.. sb p rtr~ larael, ill .. oomposi ts 

port.rait, dr"iID fro lEJlY ,)&."' ..... 081 

• eep_cio.l belovOil b:; Goel b ;,us ella :;.ro.nsed 1;"0 obey 

divine law, 

elect. 6. to oarry the knowla ga of this 1.11 t.o the "",tiona 

01' the worl and t. dndur aut're 1ng l1e =nl<ind struggl.3d 

t.o llOlU'Zl thia 1_1 

removed trolll th .. Jurisdiotion 01' d .... th ill order to 

1'Ul1'ill her eleotion, 

pro~ .. ed redemption along wit.h all hUAanlt.y when the 

• Job is done, and t.he gOb! of' hist.ory . ~ioh ie a more or less 

parfeo~ ~orld, is ~ttained. 

1bia is ~.rael , ~n h.~ rola\ion ~o Ood and ~or~. 
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The third great l'lock in the struoture under ana.lysis, 

ia the corner-atone oj ~orah, Wbicb. according to 80me opinions 

1s the vsry mortar .~ch holde together the other two sections, 

God and l11rael • ..Ir. C.17 ...... ntet1or. sO""'a to be ot that diepoa1t1on. 

lie Sayel, 

"1118 relation of the lAN. or 1 1 ad better sa.Y, 

ot the lorah, to. God (for the Torah is not lim.. ted to 

the '8ntateuch 1& Tery curioua. io so extent 11. 

purities tho r.lation of Isr .. el to God. .01' tho love 

ot God for ler ... l 1a Dot ....... lY the alwnce relation of 

ODe par1.ciular the an. God. God lavea Israel 

beo&Lo. ee Israel !()S8eSeee and accepted the 1orah. n.1..s 

idea is often r lPeated. God lovss the La1r oven luCre 

than lie 10TBS I rael. israel Wtia offered the La. and 

accepted 11., sn God 1s grateful. 

It is not entirelY clear why God created the 

Law. It wae r. arded. I IIuppose, as tho necessary link 

between heaTen Bad earth and between n.an and God. -an 

required it for ' a mora l and religious well-being. 

1 t t1 "~d ~n e are, e.G. __ 
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SOTertbele.8. it ue to ba~e some Bort ot independent 

o.nd oou.1o on lst8llOe, aTlID 0 He oreation took place 

long be:tore the o.· .... tlon of lOAD. hether thle lo~ 

pre-exhtent ages oafore ...,.e., 1. to be regard.d a. the 

1. tlOlJoh, or ae the .. hola Le' rn Ible, or aa e..-thing 

wbich 1. not quitE) one or the ot.her, 1. !lot ude clear ••••••• 

Jrut the 1'ac1. r ...... in. 1. .. 1. the relat.ion of Cod to 

larael e, on thE. whol., kapt ol88.n IUId 811 .t. because of 

t.he ~orah. 1.mel >. loyed y.Jed In a ny di:tforent 1'roa 

that In wblch ..cab .... loy d by 8lI.08b. eraal h loyed 

as the poe.e •• or ~~ the 0 

good, the diy n orab.-

'lhat ex&etly 1. iorab? b 

10ruh ie ILQra thaD Just tbe 

• 

pion at tbh eaelble 

ntai'ior. baa eugseeted, 

oh, or .. en tbe whole ~ible. 

It 18 lAW, in the broude.et e nu, o.nd yet h .ore than lAt. .... 

• ~. Loew.l feels that ·tbe word stande 1'or the h1rheet conception 

of :tund nt&l go dnes", for that b ... io IIlOr"l1ty Whicb is .. pre-

rsqui.ite 01' ciTiI1eat.ion. It certainly do •• Dot z.&D deu.l1ad 

legislation, auch ..... ruln of " Ii &Ut or linsey-wooleey. lh •• 

are not intended for Gentiles. lO/bsr ...... the iorab (in i t. brO&d~et 

.enee) 1e 01' un!yeraal wppllo&tlon. 1. lIlII,Y be odd to epeale 01' 

the arId ae dependant. 0 a book or &8 pr cadsd by a book. it io 

~ odd to say th~t goodnoss 1. the 1'ound&tlon 01' the world o.nd 

it. e •• ential prarequieite.· 

IIbid. Bote 10, p.683. 
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Etymologically, ther~ are several theories as to 

the meaning of the root at the ord torah, it thut root 

can be detlnitel;r ascertained. One s\JgfJ;ee;l ion is that 

11. d .... ives trom yarah, to shooi. 'l11e shoot1ng ot arrows 
• 

-.. s somotimB" a -.glcal means ot obtaining a dechion on 

a partioUlar question (ct. Xzek. ~1:2ll, such ~s oonsulting 

the entral~8 of ~ bird. or visiting an oraole. ~~us. a 

'shooting' or a ~orah was ~r bably, firat a d ciaion on 

a given :attar, Which decision h&rdened into prece_ent. and 

f1na1ly b.c ...... rigidified as law. 

Another suggestion .,l""cs the .. ord ae a Hliphil of 

the ....... 1'004 lIIOIllling to aho .. or 1ndleat .. , ae in i'rov.6:l3. 

lhue a iorah would be an indioation or & designation of the 

proper proceciure in &lI;Y given clrcwr.at.nce. 

hile a third tLeory. o.nd the one ..,.t oOllL.Only held, 

derives the noun ioruh from another translation of the same 

lliphil lLOod of y..rt.h, ...... ning to to...ch, to instruot. And 

in this caee. ~ ~orab would bo ~ teaobing or an instruction 

ot a divine truth. 

It 1s in this sensB whioh lTofessor G.F.-o~re accepts 

the term. liis description ot the eaning of 10rsh is very 

lnteraBtlng,l 
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The oOllopre.benaiTe DWIle tor the divine reve.la:t.ioD. 
wrl tten &Dd onU, in .hieh the Jewa posseBsed the sole 
atkndard and nor~ of th6ir ruligioa is 1orah. It is 
~ BOurO of hni~old ~8conceptlon. ~t tne word 1. 
euat=lly tr.."slated 'U<w', though it is not easy 
to suggest any OOB English word by which it .ould be 
better render~d. 'Law' must, bo ever, not be under­
stood in the restricted aeoee of legislatioo, but 
BU.t be taken to include ths ~ho18 of revelation -
all that God has mr..d.e lm01l'D cf hie nature, oharacter, 
anr! purpose, WId of .. hich we would have _0 be and do. 

~ne prophets call their own utterances '~orah'l 
and the 1'B l1!la deserved the _ as vell. 'Io the 
unwri tten 1 .... the religicus and "",rAJ. teachiDgs of the 
llMggadah belong no le.8 Uum tbe Jur1atically for­
II&Ilated rules of the Eo.lDJa.ll. In a "ord, lorab 1n 
on .. aspeot 1s the vebiel., in another ""0 deeper 
Tiew, it is ~8 whole content ot rev81&tion. 

Professor -core l08B furth.r, to BaY ttat ~orab bee~ identified 

.. i th ChochJl.ab, Wledo11l. 

For the Je~leh conoeption f law in thls broad 
.enee it ie fun_nully &ign1ficant that it -as 
oarlY identified with .i.dom •••• 5ino. this la., the 
di.tinctive wisdom of Israel, wee reveo.led ~y God, 
it. like all true lJ\1JIII).J1 wisdom, lIae God'e wisdom, 
of libioh so IlLch is said 1n the ?roverbe ""d other 
works of: the Jewish sagn. ?rov. 5,22ff ia the ""'st 
fruitful of the p~.8~se8 in which this identIfication 
of divind revelation (~orah) with the diTins wisdaa 
(Choer.JllBh) is _de, but IIIi.DY others contributed to 
t.he doct.rine. 

In our very .udrruoh. the ....... point 1a _de. bar JQlppara 

ao interprets PrOT. 9.1-3 aa to JWo.i: •• iedoDl' equlYalant to 

• lAW' I and ~y reckoning liWllbers 10.35 ..... a bool< in i taelf 

• 
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(th ... "by eplitt.ing Eim.bers into three booke, 1nat.ewi or one) 

he fb.de eeven books or the 'roro.h 1natead or t1 Ye, corre .... 

ponci1Qg to the aeven p111 ..... s w1th 1110h iadom 1.u1~ t. h .... 

bOU8e. (11.3) 

'rhe moet. important oonsequenoe of this 1dent1fication 

of 1ad~ (p~rsonifiod) w1th ~, 1e tho fact that the Law 

then becomes the source of all cr~tlon . In PrOT. 8:22 • 

Wisdom ('iorah) say .. at itaalt. 

'rhe Lord lIl6.de Be t.he ~g1nnlQg of liia 'luq, 
the first of liia .orks of old. 

I B Bet u~ trom everlaat1 • trom the beginning, 
before eTer the eart aa . 

'1h18 .... teJliWldADe exiatence of t.h IA 1a fUrther stated 

in GeneaiB 1 .... bLah 101 . 

:lho Law BQiYS, I was an arohi teot' .. appar"tua for 
God. "" .. rule o.n oar~ ltliig lIIlo Is building a 
palace doe .. not. bulld 1t ... ocord1Qg to his own ideas, 
but. t.o t.hose at hD ~rQhlteatl and the architect does 
not buUd 1 t out of h1e head, but haa parclul.enta or 
tablets to know how he sh .. ll mWt8 the rooms and 
openings I so God looked Into the Law and oreated the 
world • 

.And BO. we h6.T8 eoJr.e idea. ot the nature ot !for&.b." ot 

ita 8eTeral Qoncep~B and their ramit1o~t1on.a ~orab as legal 

doctrinel 'foral! .... broad 01 TUbing influence, Torah as 

cr .... t1 Te PO""'. Let WI no .. look into our oadraab, to sell 

t.here t.he deye~opment. of the Idea 10rah, and It.8 relation 

to God ""d Israel. 
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iorab. firat or all, 1. oalled tbe tree of 11fe for 

laraal, aerTing as " supporting starf, reUance u n which 

w111 Jr.EJo:e laraal unafraid of "lIY nation. And yet, not 

.... er;yona 18 free to BtUd,y Torah, or 1. cpabale of learning 

lorah - 80 the a_e opportun1ty for salTation 18 giTen all 

persona, qy decreeing that the f1nanoial support of students 

and oollagea lihere "arab was 8tudied, 1e aa T,uuable and. 

ilt:portant .. th atudyinc 1 teal! • 

(25.1) 
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R. B'una in the _ 01" l'.. DenJ w:an b. Lerl aaidJ 
Du. t.tar Mq be comp .... ed t.o t.h .. c .... " ot a Id.ng 
mo said to his Bon: 'Go out and do business. ' 

5 .. 1d the eon to L1J>u 'i'ather. 1 Ill!; arr ... ld ot 
robbers on the rood and ot pir"tea on the &ea. ' 
~t dld h1& tather do? lie toOk a start. hollow"d 
it out, and 1>laced an am.alet. Inside 1~~ ne gaTe 
1 t to his eon and Baid to hi.. 'at th.1e etatt 
be In your hand and yau naed not be arraid ot 
any creature.' 
So aleo did t.he Holy One, ble88ed be He, ea,r to 

8"B. 'iell Israel.' ohl1dren1 Ocoupy youreelTes 
with the iorah and you need not Le afrald ot any 
nation. - t 

~ . Aha a..:.,ounded In the _ ot • &nhWll 80n ot 
Ii . liinaa iheugh a man b.ae learned ~orah and baB 
ta~t, obserTad. and perfc~d it. yet it he 8ae 
able t.o protest. aga1net. wrongdo1q ano dia not 
protest , or "". able to maintain echolars 6lld did 
not inta1n them. he la lnolu ed in the tara 
"curaed", hence 1t. i. writ.ten. ·CurBed be he that 
ocntir .... th not." (1he "Crew iJopliee the ,,",in... 

tenance ot student a and c lle& • • ) 
E. .TereLJ.eh saId in the 1I&l11O at Ii.. H1nl.. It & 

lIIBll hae Dot learned ~ orab. and h .... neither per­
tOnDBd. ob.arTed, nor taught It to other •• but, 
nen though he had not the .. ans to .... 1nta1n 
Bohol .... B, yet.!!S lI&intain them. and though not 
strong enough to proteBt. yet prot,eatad. he 1 •. 
on th1e acoount included in the tera "blessed." 

~1. 'thoma, ot t.be dependanoe of la%'ael. on 'Iorfih as 

a etarf of life, is elaborated in .. _sage frOID the ?eaikt.a 

de- Ray Kahpna, 1ifhere the ":met.apbor of ltaI' lag. 1e uBed. In 

this _ta];lhor. the -.-riage between God ~d larael iB held 

together only by the strength ot the aarrl8£e OOTenant. which 

1& the ior<oli . This l)GSssge, even though ocour1q in a text 

out.ide of our 0 .... is still wortcy of citationa 

(tound 1n ~ntefiore-Loewe Anthology, g315, p . 119) 
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f,. Ab a bar ["bam .. aa.14 in the na=e of B. JocbODe", 
ilIe _t.t.er io lUe II ldng lito betro1.hed h1meel.f to 
& lady. and wrote tor her a large JlBrriage OOTenant. 
'Thua and th,," 1 gin to the 1 110 lIILlch Jewellery I 
giye the$:. S(' ::any trlJli.suree 1 £IT. thee. ' ihm h. 
1e1't. ber, anll ant to " tar country by t.he 811&, and 
atayed there J:aI\)' Y ..... 81 her C paniOJ18 taunted her 
and auid t.o ~. 'lo~ long wIll you lilt here? iake 
to you a l:ue d While you are yet young and ISe 
strong.' .Bu~~8he return.d to her houlle, and took 
the coyenlWt and r d It , and ""a oon.tcrhd. After 
10 long t.ime ~ • k1 CWlle back WId said to her. ''''3 
dJWgbt.er , r _ onder to t. J au 61 ted tor atter all 
th.ae years. · Sho. id.' Lord, it It bAd not bean 
tor the lar riqe C01l"etIIUlt you wrote tor me, 1I1!T 
00 pantona wculd 10 a baYe e .. i:iv. you up. ' 
So in this orl, the .. tio,,,, taunt th. leraelite. 
and say to thems 'Eo long ill y ou die tor TOur 
I<od, and glve )our livell t'or Eia, and be slaughtered 
tor!!iJaf lio lIILloh pain do •• ne not br upon you. 
ho lIILlC cant 1. and autt' er 1ng7 C 1 th ua. and 
•• .,111 lake you genera.la and retech and governor • • ' 
ill n the lanalit a 0 into their lIl ....... ogu.e. and 
houses at tud)". and they tel< up the book ot the 
Ltw. and they read In it, ·.\IId I III turn unto you. 
IIJld make y u trui tiul and /IiUl.Uply you. ancl will 
.etr.1;.liah eOT8D4Dt With Y""· (Lav. 26.9) ..... d they 
are cDlllf'ort .. d~ en the eha.ll hay. OOJlle, God 
will say t.o the ~8r elitee,· aon8. I ~el that 
you bave "ai~~d for .. 1 these year8,' and Iarael 
will a~. ' ~fd, If 11. bad not been tor the book of 
the Law Whl~ thou didat. write for U8 . the nationa 
would long ago have oauaed us to abandon ill.".' 

( ...... 1. ,13gb) 

aithfuInea8 and loyalty to the DiYina law not onlY 

enaure the collective lUe of a ...... l. but "lao e1'ford an 

oPi'Ortunit:y to indirilius1a to approo.c.h God and bec""", 

identified with h1a. e ..re told that 'Iorah obaervance 
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createe y'y'? J ,righteou. on ... , and 

OCj .... t..d i th God, eiJlce God aaaooi .. ted liiIIIB 11' with all the 

earlY J>'i'"'! Who fulfilled the .orab ........ batore U .... 

giTen_ 'Ih eqllAtion aael1lll8e the JoiclrA8l'ic fol'lll of wu.lagoue 

per1eot, and God 18 .alled ), N A "perCect. 

(2110) 
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Blessee be the omnipreaent for t1>at. lia iden­
tified BiLsdlf ~t~ the early righteouB men. 
Adala offered an OX on an altar, as it is said, 
'11. alu.J.l plsaae the Lord better t.bB:4 a bullook' 
(1'11.69.32). 
oab fUlfilled that ~ ch i. written in the 

~orab. as it ie said, 'ADd boab builded an altar 
unto the Lord, and t ok of aTery olean beaat, 
and. of every clean fo,",l an~offered burnt-offerings 
on the altar." (Gen. 8.20) 
Abraham fulfilled (in r..nticlpation) th .. whole 
of the Torah, as it 1a said, 'l!aoauae that Abraham 
hearkened to >ill voio , and k pt »1/ oharge, .Ii,y 
commondaentB, ~ atatutes wnd ~ la",a.· (Oen.26:10)3 
I ... "" fulfillod that 1I'hlch 1& w:r1 tten in t.he 
~ort.h, in tl;at he caB t 1mBsIt befo,e hi" father 
.. a lamb that 1& to be sacrificed. 

CD though unto them the ~orab had not yet been 
ghen, tLey fulfilled it or their own accord. 
ior thi re&aon, the ~olY One, blesaed be He, 
10Ted them with a oo .... lete 10Te, and _de their 
na&e like unto Hi. OlliD n..... Of them Ii .. said. 
'l!ap are the;y 0 &X'O perfeet in tho w..,y", 
(1'11.119,1), and of R~elt, It ia a.ld, '~e 
Rock, Eis work i. perfect.' (Daut.32 •• ) 

Ad ..... thuB anticipated tho inJunotlona that a burnteofferlng 
ehoUl~ be "of the herd" wnd of the "olean" animals. as defined 
in LeT. 11.1-8. 

Sho~iDg that. Hoab 
clea.n and unclean 

3 
~aken to Indichte 

too unticip...ted the distinction between 
anima]. for 8~critici~1 purposes. 

4. 
the two law ... the wri t"ten and the orG.l. 

Seein that. he went so far in bia lOTe for God. he certainly 
antioipated all God' Bother wl.hes a8 upressed in His 
precept. in the whole of the lorah. 



• 
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Jd a corolla.ry. it. might be not.ed her .. that. Juat aa 

ioruL ObBerTanc8 re.U1ts in 1l.1"e and eontinuecl. exist.encs 

for lBr~.I. eo tDO does iomb negleot reault in cl.eath b7 

the aword. The s~orn bnd the book were given together from 

beaven. Failure to observe What ie written in the latter 

will reBul t. In cl.eatj:t by th~ former. lhia passage migt.t well 

be called the epirlt.ual father of our dage of tDcl.ay -

-'lb. pen ia .IO..ightier thiUl '\.he S'iford.-

(3£*6) 

It lUI taught in the DWII. of I. Ii.ZI<.l'I The 8"orcl. 
and the Book were giTen from h .... ven ""pped toget.ber. 
The liol7 one. bleBsed be Es. s~icl. to larael. 'If 
yeu kee? what i8 wr1tte in thi. Book, you w111 be 
d"l1verecl. f"rom t.be .worcl.. and If not. t.be latter .-111 
IInt.lJIoateIy kill 70u.· benee ca.n this be infe:nted? 
Prom the fact t.bat 1 t say_. -So lie droTe out the .u.s.n ••• 
ADd £8 placsd ••• the flaming .~ord •••• to keep the .~ 
to tbe tree of lit.- (08n.3,24). 1be tree of life 
refers to the 1: Drab. 



• 

• 
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Knowledge o~ Torah, in aed1t1on to being a literal 

and ~1guratlve mn1nB~ of the people Israel, alBo briDge 

1 th it 1 t. 0,"" rnurd - the r ........ d of ha.;>pin ••• whiab 

~lo~. from the stud; o~ it. ~ou sheer Intoll.ctual 

ace Ol:J.p11 ab ment . 

(19.2) 

ioDd in thiB 0 ...... p&IOsage ........... told that the r ..... srd 

f'ar lAborillg in tre vineyard of orllh 1e not easilY won. 

'lorah 8t.U ra<luirea dil1genc .. lind. .. p.,l1c Uan - &lid the 

Talue of' .uch study is not apparent to t.he 1'001. but onlY 

to the one lready wise. The eterDl>l &lid unohungillg aspect 

of t1;e Lb ... 18 one of it ..... 81. att.r.ootiv8 ~aut.ur"., and thi8 

C -lIILende it to the student B ek>n& et.ernal Yalue8 . 

(19.2) 

• 



• 
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• a..1 ...... 1>ed "'l11 h too hlgh tor a tool 
(to att~l~ tPrOT. 4.7) 
B. Joe!:" ...... said. Th1a y b. cogpnred to a lost' 
hangl liillb up 1n a house. A tool suys. ".no 
can po. itl!,y tring thia do ?' aenJJlb1e paraon 
&a.71" 'llaa not G p ..... oh hu it up?' li~ fetches 
1. 0 rode, ties ~ on to other. and brings it 
dow». So, too. the fool .,, ho can learn the 
.mole ot ttle ~or:.h thllt 111 in the heart ot n scholar?' 
hereaa thll B 12II1b1o perllon suys. 'Er.s not he 
(i.o. the ,cho:lar) 1811rnt it frolll another? I shlll1 
learn tao ~1a1aJcoth today, ""d two tomorrow, until 
1 have le...J'nt the whole lorah.' 

R. Levi sa.l.dl Ibis -.y be (10 parlld to the C/ii8e at 
basket .1th .. hole in It.. to 1'111 1IIbioh its owner 

bired laboliers. one, -.bo was. tool. said: • :bat. 
good am I .Loing? hat it. (tt.e baaket) takes in &1; 
one end, it leta out at the other.' ~he seneible 
;aD said: ~surelY I am to reOeiY8 remuDer~tion for 
t!Y&ry barrolt' So, too, does the tool """,. ' hat 
good w111 .. do by letornlng 'foral> and forgetting it:!, 
Thareaa tho senai ble J:an Ba;J8' • roes not the liolY 
0118. \.18sood be RII, giTs r .... rd tor the vsrs labor 
(of ~ orab lltucly) t' 
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• 
Tbe Deoesui t;t of caretul a;nd rep ..... ted st.udy is poetically 

described in one ~aage Whiob state. that eTan though the 

Torah as giTen at JOount SlD1l1, it. bad to be rep ..... ted in the 

ct>el 11.084, the ~ .. berDacl.e 1n tba Wilderness, before tJJIY IIBD 

could be punished for transgreaaing it. ime, tr6.Dsgression 

ot tbo co~~t8 of the ior inTol.T 8 punis~t, and 

• yet it 18 reoogniJ;ed 1.h&t the i orall i. dittioul.t to cOlZIprahanli. 

a;nd doae r~e studyl benoe punl_t 1a not ted out 

unt.il. the warda of e iord are repeatod (i.e. studied), 80 

tbIlt all. lena their intent. 

(l..l.0) 

• 



• 
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'hom thet""t. of .:t&etlng" (Lev. 1:1) 
Sud Ii. azn.r: ... 'ven thougll U,e orah ...... 
given lUI .. tlmee at ~iDAi (t.o separate larael 
&8 a uniqua l~eople). they were not punish­
able in reap ~t. thereof (I.e. tor trans­
gre8s101lJl) ~tll it. "8.8 re"aat.ed in U,e 
Tent of A8et~. 
TbiB may be 10l!lp'U'ed to an edict. whioh hae 
been ~ri~t.en and sealed and brought. int.o U,e 
p~ovinee. buj in respect hereof U,e inhabi­
tant.. of the province are not pWliababla . 
until it lw.s been elae.rlJ 87 1a1ned to th_ 
1n the PIlbli9 meeting-plaoe of the pronnce. 
So . too. wi ,the ~orlt.hl ven though it as 
g1Ten to Isr~Lel at Sinai. they were not 

ial able 111 respect t.h reof unUl it. had been 
r"1>ea ted in the Tent of "Uag. 
1bi" is indiqated by at 1B wraten. 
'Until 1 ad bro~t him to other'. 
hou.e. and i.to the chamber of lIlY teaching' 
(S.~. JI4) . ' mother' bou8'" m~ Sinai 
(sincs th re Ierael ecame Cl8Qn8 d from ain). 
-the cb e.r or tescb1· De 1.ho '1 ent. of 
~eting. tor thence ~.raal aa copwfnded the 
teaching. (~.e. the Lu . ) 

• ~orah in the rr&!1 of lavish comparison. 

JU8t as it W&a noted above ho arael W&8 co ~ed to a lilY. 

1.0 ~ Tin., etc. 80 too: 18 t.b.e ora.ll u.ade D.D&lagOUB to obJect. 

of great. worth. In paesage of great poetio be.-.ut,y. e 

are told tbat the iorJih. as expre.eec1 through the 'spe.Jdng' 

of ...iD8 •• is .tr.ore precioua eyen t.ha.n go1d and rubies. 



• 
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":rhus la i,old, and .. =1 ti tude ~ rubies; 
but the ll.ps at Ina ledge are " precious 
j .... l" (l>rOT. 20,15) 
It otten l",ppons tllat a n...., poseeseea gold 
and 8ilT~', precio ... etone .... d pearls.. yea 
all. JOaIlllel: ot delectable art1cle. in We ",arId. 
and the g4)odness thereof .. ,et ,Poe.essss no 
kno.ledge. bIo.t then bas hs <.cqu1red? 
The proTeJfb says I • U 'thou poaa •• a6a1. 
kno'Oledgel' .mr.t 1=11:8.1. thou? It thou 
lackast ld", .. ladge, wbht POSSOS8ost t.hau?· 
Se~1ng thilt ..:oses' soUl ..... S ali.d, and tlat 
ha aaid' "nll haye lIrouoht thair tr .... dll 
otferillga to t1:e iater"""le (gold and rubies) 
and I haT. broul;ht DOthing', the HolY One, 

• 

• 



• 
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bl -:lesed be Ho. said to himl 'As thou 11 veet, 
thy speaking is more . co ap1.&Lle to lite than a1l 
alsa.· (The J.roof of thia i8) that ou.t ot all 
of th.... the di Tine word. called onlT unto 
oIo.e •• as 1 t i. wr1 tten, "i>Ild the Lord callad 
unto .a8e8" (laT. 1:1) 

In another metaplror. it is told that the 10rah is lIIDre 

valu.able than proper1~, for all property was created in 

the fir t aix dtqa 01'" Creation - .hereas the 10rah required 

forty day. of comwwnion on t. ~lnai before it came into 

the world. In this fliJaple. yet atrlJrlng jl&S8age. _terial. 

valueB are assessed Qver against. irltual Yaluea. with an 

insight an br .... dth .. f' visioll Which lIl&lce this one of the 

grs .. test pa88age& in the Whole .:ddraeb. 

(30,1) 



• 
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R. J'OChADSU was once walling along on the way 
trO" 'liber:tas to Sep:phor1s. E. F.1.yya Bon of Abba 
supponlng hiE. n.ey came to a ce,' tain country­
hou •• and R. Jochanan saidl 'lLi. country-house 
OIL" mine and 1 Bold 1 t in order to acquir .. the 
~ 0 ab.' 'illey caJI.e 'to a certain yinsyard-dW'elling 
and be E&ld: 'This vineyard-dwelling ."s miDe 
and I Bold it to acquire Torah.' ~bey came to 
II. certain d-I'Iel11ng in an oliTe-grove and be 
saidl • ... bi" d"elling in the oli va-grovlI .. ae 
mine and 1 sold It in oI'der to ...,quire tbe Torah.' 
I . Biyya hogan weeping. ',.'b¥ are you weeping!' 
aeked I . J"ocbana.n. He answered }r 1m: '.Because 
you b .. vs 111ft notbinG for your old age.' 
l,e aald to hiJJU 'ls it .. ligbt thing in yur 
eyes bat ~ bave done? That bave lIold a thing 
that was created in aU. d e and &.cquired &. thing 
tbat .as gl,van a1'ter fort da,ya? Aa it. says. 
",,,,d he ....... thara OIl U the .Lord forty de;ys and 
forty n1gh~s" (Ex. 34.28) . 

, 0 seleot. a f1na1 8l.a!q)le. there i8 e 11 ttle aeatlon 

wherein the lareb 1a deacrib d "",.t axotloallj>' and fanci­

..,11y in terms ot a "arae frOl:l the ong of Songs (5.11). 

which saye. "Ilia heacl is as the IIlOst fins gold. bis locks 

are in ourls and blscrk ae b. raTen." This deBcr~pt1on refers, 

o~ course. to the YOllL!lg .man in the lOTe poem. Yet the 

Teras is broken down ~ tbe J~ad1.t and &~plied to the Law. 

(19.1) 
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"Hi. head is as ths most fine gold, bis 
10ck8 are in curle t and black as c. raTen­
(S.S. 5,ll). 
Hia b .... d (rooh) means the Torah, of which 
It is said, "The Lord _de,,", (Wisdom, 1.e. Torah) 
a. the beginning (re'Bhith) of E1a w~" (ProT. 8:22) . 
'The h4st fine gold' ~eans, the worda of the 
Toruh, of which it i. aaid, ·~re to be desired 
are they than gold, yea , than weh fine gold" 
(?e . 19,1l) . 
'~18 locka are 88 curIa ' alludes to the ~ed 
lln.s (to guide the writing in Torah- s orolls. ) 

lorall is giTen its full abare of cradlt for operating .... 

a special foros to atrenghtan goodness in & world which is 

evil . I.rael , we saw, a'bove, .... a peculiar people -

&Ter- present in the world as " leaven and servant of God 

to brlng hla light to the world. The torah 18 the indis­

pensable 1na~t utilized ~ the people Israel to dis-

oharge 1 til function. Tbue the ~ora.h, too, beoomes a peculiar 

instrument and dOCWllellt - and these t wain, Iarnel and Torah, 

eaTe the world ~r~ destruotion , juat aa a single rose- bud 

c an JustifY an orchard full of thorne . 

( 23.3) 

, 
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R. Azariab in the name of R. Judah aon of R. &1.mon 
• ...,..:Lbe tter ms:y' b .. 00 ared to the a_e of &. 
king lIbo bad an orchard planted wIth one row of fig­
t.rees. one of' Tinee. one of pomengran&tea. an,d ODe 
of &.ppla.. :he entr\.\Bted i~ to a tenant IiZId ent 
""'&.y. After a tilDe the tins oame ...,d looked 1n at 
the orchard 1.0 .... oera1n 14: .. 1. it tad ;yielded. He 
1'mmd it full of thorns ..... d briar., so he brought 
wood-euttere to raza it. Ha looked ol08elr at the 
thorne and noticed &mOng th a single roae-oolored 
flower. He smelled 11. and hie epirite o~d down. 
The lring "sa.id' '~he lIbol .. orehard ehall be saTed 
because of this 1'1 er.' 
In a sill>il.ar lIiBllnar the whol e or Id was ere .. tad 
onlY for the sake of the 1arab. Id'ter twenty-aix 
genar ... i _ne the HalY One, Lless"d be Re, looked 
cloeelY at his world to ascertain ~hat it had 7ielded, 
&.nd found it full of water in .uter. (_iaked people 
in a wicked enTtronmant.) •••••• So he brought cuttara 
to cut it down' aa it aa.ra. "n.e Lord "at enthroned 
at the flood- {PSe 29110,. Be saw a Bingle rose­
co~ore fl0.er. to wit, Israel. He took i~ and 
8111 lIed it ceo Be gaTe then. the 1:en Co.......,cIII&It.s. 
and Hie "pirits were calmed hen ths.Y said. "We 
,,111 do and we will hear" (Ex.. 24.7). Said the HolY 
vne, blessed be Ee, t1he orohard shall be S~Ted on 
&DeDuct of this floifer. For the aulte of the 'Iorah 
and of Iereel the world shall be 8ayed.' 
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And 80 the ~rl~d is complete - God. lerael. and iorah -

all working together as co-partners in the scheme or the 

universe - all interde;>andent - God 1101. all-po ..... rt"ul.. but 

requiring 'the other two &8 yehiclOB f'or hie opr.ession. 

The will of God cwmot be "",de lenoWn in a vacuum -

1t ..,at ...... ircst itaeU tbroum something. For tbis baa 

Iarael been a.loot04 . Nor oan .arael operute on the uheer 

plane or religious abstraotion - ebe too ia part or the 

concrete universc . Wld ao the 'Iol"loh coo:pletea the oircle 

by relating lerael. the God-inspired. to thla world. through 

the ""pe lent or offering a goal in history twoard which 

larael oan DBrch. The crab. representing the divine will . 

1. the plan. the blue~int. Whoae &Ctuall~ation in a aoci~. 

economic and political senae i 8 the funotion of Iernel • 

and .. hoae fl""l realization 1e oalled the ])aye of the ""Be lab. 

Th1a 18 the tbeology or Judais", - all thiB Which baa 

been dlecoyored in our ~draBh. 

way an understanding of 11. 111um1~te our hehrt8 and 

minda. 



• 

• 
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Pur~ly Inc1f~ntal 0 th~ nur it ~f t"P ~-tn th~si~ , "3' , 

lllu<tratin~ folkway" a ; tin~ of' 

t~t~ 'tdrash , as w~ll a cert in ~ r l' -t i c ept ~r e extolltn~ 

rk, o~ c:h:\rit .. , 

~hes~ n~t~s are n of'feree !it: a 

Ad~ittedly n~t c gent t~ the 

repre,pnt that y ~ f v- trr'oGuct 

t of d,,· rt. 

valuable in its a rl tIt th~t it ~ ~1t ree l:1Iition along 

Ith the aaln artlel~ . 

'!lam~c" Df ~vltic-l.ls-

~ahbah , loo.ely gr~up.d into seeti n- ~d.u itted ~or t"~ 

delirht of the readerf s a re ard fn~ ht~ e~r11pr ~nA ~Qre 

strenuous labor . 

• 
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Doing ~~blic rervice reserves r~e.t Re arc (9 : 2) 

Volnr. a nubl c ~£f"'v1ep Sf' cO"1~tdr!"ed 1 >'uort~nt 
r-n"'uph to ""'f'rit pI c;ltl ..... n r;;,f f-hp ""lotati~n 
"'M to bi~ . ~ "t'ttp'h 1'1 ... t t"p 2Y" (ps . </':21) 
to the oer o~ th ~Frvi~~ . ~aul prited 
ki n"<hl.p becauoe hi -r <If ther • d to 
Ii ht 1a,p5 ~ r the publ1r . 

Con~lcerati n fo~ P r ( '4 :1) 

Con-idcrQtt ~ <hvlld be ~ f-r t e poor , 
not only to 1d t~m, ut ~l~o n~t ~bar~as 
them it chartty. 

Value Of Hard 0 

Folk- sto-rv of t~e- I1P of htrrl! OT"k . '''~-D '"*''1('\ 
.or:C~ hone~tly nnd Ionr dp!l;~t'vp.~ reward . nan 

who atte~ots to ~pt rich t p "hnrt way 
rpcpives uni!;h1"lpnt . 

~tor:" of' ":lSn ttl) t ve E"V l":/tl]inf' to c h a1"'lty , 
ar~aln to gO h~-e , d~~a~t~ f'r a fOTPirn land 
with ba of cltron~ a e eole 0 ~p~~lon, and 
finally return.::: h('1T'!.~ Mil thy. dl]P to 
es~~nt1al virtue . 
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Phllosophy of Dtvlnp ptrt'>'l 1') (n:l) 

Onp school (n . Iql~"el) sav" th~t trp 
T'lgbteou< 8rp re aT'ded , whl1p tre wioKed 
are punished. Another ,coool (R. Akiba) 
says thet tnt' ri.htpol' puniohed i n t'ts 
orld , even f~r tb~ ~e 1~dprds they 

co it, but get t'eir re rd in t p arId 
to Co'!!e; tHe tt 10" d enlo· e Of' in 
t·1~ orl , fnr ~ r de~d~ thpy 
may have do e , en .1 h nt 
in t e r1c to r 

1 . Prooreatl II 'a'rE'S iO~ Ra Y (1.4 ,2) 

2 . 

J'ust as onp ~ e-ntru ts an (lllnCft' ,..r c:oi ver 
to anot~ ris k~p. inr. i~ y ten the latte~ 
returllS him a oun 0" eol , <0 it 1- 10th 
God , who entrusted ·t ~ dr~ Of 'f'~inal 
fluid and return~ a cn~rl~t~ly forMed hU~Rn 
being. I s this n t a ~ ttpT' faT' 'ral.e~ 

In fohf' bonk of Lpvt t,1·, thE" C'!t"ett .... n de-s11nl" 
with sexual i~orallty ( h. 18) a~ laced 
next to the sect1 n on ho11np.~ (Ch . 19) 
in order to ~~o t~at ho ~o rBc~tcp~ 
" .. ruel ~orallty t- c 'led h~ly . 



3. 

• 
4· 

• 1. 

2. 

God Poates ~~redo or<t of All (23:9) 

An)rone ho acts in ncr-nrd T'lce l"h +-he 
prncticf's of h~redo,. 111 be hlot·~d our 
of tho world, Rnd ~pc1Ally 111 hr'ng 
about a sUua tlC'" ',. 11 "'en 111 hE' 
untfihod,rpgordlp t -tr 1 t 

inn cence, bE'cau ba t~ 
""r~t of' all. 

lD a ca~f' .0 .... 
,-.obryo arp 
true"'a r .. 
eroecially b.rn" • 
p~actlced, but only 

• r <TTJDY 

tt 

f .. ,a~:l'''''e 4' t~ p 

r.,vp"'!l th.,. 
nsidered 

n t 80tnally 
"lat .. d. 

, ~l'1er~ ArE' ~ore Ra 10 'I".", Tor h (9: 1) 

~ven if a an be la< in 1n all ~o l.d~e of 
the Law or Hagadah, eVen he ab1l1ty to say 
Orace# hp 1~ not to be ~land~~~~ or ~alu~lated, 
so lon~ as h~ pos~~~re , ~~od 
"'l~nnl'lr!'~ ~ tlT'pr~ aY"f" a c vi"p -rtrt .. (". p~. ty 
o~ prpceded pven • ty c~ the 
o~ah (bv 2~ ~ener tl ) inee the r ~er was 

Im-'o!l'pd on Ada mld the lattp?O not tn"! "',..rer. 
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2. Shildren Der?etuate Torah °tudy (11 : ?) 

J . 

.4 . 

Jus-t as ] r01JD ~ anl'Dals al"P nElCf'«"sa.ry t o 
rf'pl,.ni~~f ttf' ""lock" , ,.. a-c Yr:) In ct-1 '-l"eo 
c .star.tly ACescary ~o beco~e sch lar~ d 
stud· th r~"'··b' th t it 1'1 Y bp p" "erved 
and God tn 1 . tee ~n"ld • 

Be 1 .... ~ 

I~r el ' ~ scholarr r 6 

1" • I<!'f' to blr · . 
h nor ~ ed t p 

0::,. 01 even bo-h 

~ npcP£sary to her as 
a ... a -e~ i e -... 

ne ""E'n • 

lust R!= n th f"...,11Y" i- vpp~ f b"r~ncb u~""d in trp 
tul e"V, ()"'IP. have ta~t- bu n" fr~gt"anc~ , C!c"'e 
f~" "nef, m:.t no b?c t , '1d -t -·0 in 
I~-r8el ar"e sn""'e en ith"e 1"9"1 b'lt no YOO~ 
deeds , s e .ith d~ed· , bUt no l~ ~-lnr , 
and ~o f rth . t '" a~" all rlrr1 t-rethpr , 
they '" up for" !hUe both l"'i-lt'~ 
p~d eoo 1 deedq ~u;t be 

ll. DI'Tl]II'<F rl'~- (12 : 1 ) 

- 0 s t or,.es a'>out drlnlt - in " , t- 'abit 1· 
apparen 1y condoned b ~od n .\ drirk~r 1s 
a110 ed l~o continuE" ; in t';,c .... I!':r , ap a"'ently 
the d~1r.{~n? wa~ dor.c to pXCP ~ t~p rrinv~r 
su!ferPd .. 
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v. Lr.?'Rorv 

1. l.e')er~ Avoided, VFl1 y f':rf!'l8t P!lh"1~ (11):')) 

FVQn tte- Fl'Prtt r&bbt liv('fded Ip"err, .... 'lJd 

2. 

VI. p"ACr 

1. 

nC"It eat foori tha. t caMp ... .,..('I~ n 11 r:>y ('If" I"'l'f'r~, 
RIlrj "hrew stor;p .... at t ~, bf'cpu:e;~ ~l,ey rel t 
t'"''7" olrl be d" il .\. (rr. 1""l1S) • 

Y "'hful @inn1n 1£ 

Fvery ri-ht~ou~ n h 
'!'he righter> C" £On.1'" 
recelvl i back tb lr 
wtcked .ill bav~ t~c r 
But if ~ -an ~lng in 1 
refer~ce to sexual ~1 
venereal Infect! n) ~~ 1 
(pos."bly syphi111s). 

"G~eat 1 PF~cen fo~ tt 
even 1n ecri "u~ .. , ~ b~ 
sake (between !br 
hIs ife in re hPT barQT.e 
bretbe'"I1) • 

y. (18:1) 

"'fC' a!'d. 
r.Odl~ 

th. "'DII=" 

c~tt fabrlca"lnns, 
con ~'l~ ted for 1 t5 
rarAh, ¥~no~h and 
~, To e h nn hi~ 

Besides condont~~ n~rlths pe CP 1~ npc~~~a~v 
In hP'V~D (Job 25:<) • (thp ce1"ette-1 
bp~g~, therefnre, h ch ('rp on P~rth 
~nf" hU'1Ians. R. "'"fli'" 110 pc a l'If" n to 

~ it in ~i~ pye in orde~ t rpr~rve p~ce 

bet epn h~r nd h r hu h nd. 

PraYI'r" 
and f'ven 

1"1 C'" 

Fnd with an inTlV 
in the ·'e!=>~an ic 
ence ith ~ ce 

a tl n fot" ..... ea Cf>, 
E'ra, tl r. ~fe!'; .... t" h 
(I9Ricb <2:7). 
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("Olan~e-"'" ~,a <i eon cldprerl ve't'v evil th 1r:e.J ri1:d 
a slande-er wac cnll d, in po?ul~r parlaDc~, 
ftThird~. becauce h' i ~1 nd~r hr k111~d ~hrp~ 
eople - the n ,t; l- uttere; it, to"£' ('nil). h,.. 

lis tel'S 'f" it, t ne a"c>ut hQ" ttl' 
<:landpr t~ ~poken • 

Peace .. ,; "rn ~ d • n - 0 ent (10: ~) 

Thp",~ 81".'" t 0 o~inlnn 

at" e. One ,.a~ • say 
t n ('11t hi " (Int. l" ~ h~ -f'v,.. ... ~~ . 

"hey agree, . ~ ro:'!e, t\1·t t"",ese 
oar",!'e 

nnp bta!ln. 

!Ih AGRICUL'l'lTR" O·,H) 

Th1~ a~j a"e £'l': rep: e Pabbln1c&l. l"f"0!' pet foT' 
agricul qlre . ""h~n 111 I dVe "~u~ TRin~ 
in t~plr sea~nnc.~ In icatc~ t~~t I~~p~l tIl 
havp pl"l,ty nf ~o UCE' n t ',p nthc~ l'ud, ill 
be d~~En~ ent on ber . 

(n:l) 

~a~e~, ~prbs , ccor lon~, a thi-h-bo.~, and 
other i t l!""'s arc ()=·<~d In to var i(\tl<' !' tn-if' c;: 

to prove t~t ev~~ t ~ in th~ ~rld , no 
""atter b:> 10 ly, ha~::l 'lrpo~e, n t.. art 
of a D1vLne QIRn. 
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